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HE  method  by  which  this  book  was  prepared  is  the  only  successful  plau 
yet  devised  for  the  preservation  of  local  history  and  biography  throughout 
the  United  States,  and  the  number  of  volumes  distributed  seems  fabulous. 
Over  one  million  copies  have  been  sold  in  the  United  States  in  the  last 
fifteen  years  at  prices  ranging  from  $10  to  $25  per  copy,  aggregating  a 
total  valuation  of  fully  $15,000,000.     Many  of  these  works  are  purely  bi- 
ographical, containing  no  history  whatever;  others  are  genealogical,  extending 
back  to  the  origin  of  the  family  on  this  continent.  Whatever  may  be  the  objection 
to  the  method  of  preparation,  whatever  fault  may  exist  in  the  celerity  of  compil- 
ation and  publication,  the  enormous  circulation  and  the  wonderful  popularity 
of  the  works,  as  shown  in  their  sale  at  high  prices,  prove  that  the  end  justifies 
the  means.     No  one  but  an  enemy  of  society  and  progress  will  undertake  to  dis- 
pute a  proposition  so  manifestly  true. 

The  Publishers  have  few  if  any  excuses  to  offer  in  handing  this  fine  volume 
to  their  patrons,  for  whom  alone  it  was  prepared.  It  is  a  work  of  permanent  worth,  carefully 
compiled  from  the  most  valuable  material  to  be  found,  critically  read  and  revised,  and  in  mechan- 
ical make-up  will  challenge  comparison  with  the  most  improved  products  of  the  art  of  book- 
making.  Every  biography  was  submitted  by  mail,  and  nearly  all  were  promptly  corrected  and 
returned  by  the  subjects.  Much  of  the  history  was  prepared  by  home  talent  and  is  substantially 
accurate.  The  promises  contained  in  the  prospectus  used  by  our  agents  on  the  canvass,  have  been 
exceeded  in  almost  every  detail ;  a  candid  comparison  is  solicited. 

The  condensed  State  history  was  prepared  mainly  by  Mr.  C.  F.  Eoyce,  editor  of  the  Gazette- 
Journal,  Hastings;  while  several  important  chapters  were  written  by  Col.  Isaiah  Piatt,  of  the 
historical  staff.  The  latter  also  compiled  the  histories  of  Webster  and  Nuckolls  Counties. 
The  remainder  of  the  history,  save  many  small  contributions  from  numerous  residents,  was 
compiled  by  Prof.  M.  A.  Leeson,  who  has  had  over  fifteen  consecutive  years'  experience  in 
local  historical  work.  Thanking  our  patrons  and  friends  for  their  liberal  assistance,  we 
respectfully  tender  them  this  beautiful  volume. 

Chicago,  June,  1890.  THE   PUBLISHERS, 


^ 


ir^ 


HISTOEY  OF  NEBEASKA. 

CHAPTER  I 

The  Territory  of  Louisiana — Nebraska  Originally  a  Part 
of  Louisiana — Ferdinand  De  Soto  and  His  Expedition 
— The  Exploration  of  the  Mississippi  Valley — Discov- 
ery of  the  Mississippi  River — Death  of  De  Soto — Ex- 
plorations of  the  Jesuits — Joliet  and  Marquette — La 
Salle's  Exploration— France  Claims  the  Territory- 
Governors  of  Louisiana- France  Compelled  to  Relin- 
quish Louisiana— President  Jefferson  buys  Louisiana. 9-14 

CHAPTEB  II. 

Indian  History  of  Nebra.slca— The  Principal  Tribes— Tlie 
Poucas  and  Tlieir  Melancholy  History— Their  Treaties 
With  the  United  States— Outrages  by  United  States 
Soldiers— Their  Forcible  Removal  to  the  Indian  Ter- 
ritory— Standing  Bear's  Escape — Arrest  and  Subse- 
quent Release  by  Judge  Dundy — The  Pawnees,  Otoes 
and  Omahas — Great  Battle  Between  the  Sioux  and 
Pawnees— The  Great  Uprising  of  August,  1864^The 
Massacre  at  Plum  Creek — Stampede  of  the  Settlers 
—Peace  Restored 15-ia 

CHAPTER    III. 

The  Settlement  of  the  Tcritory — Population  of  Nebraska 
at  the  Formation  of  the  Territory- The  Earliest  Visits 
of  the  White  Mcn-Th.>  'l  rndiim  Post  and  Settlement 
at  Bellevue— t'nl.  I'.ln-  A.  Surpy— The  Mormon  Set- 
tlement at  Florciir,  — l'ii>i  .\tl.-mpts  to  Found  the 
City  of  Omaha— •I'lic  Sell  I.iimiiI  of  nmmin-  County 
— Col..Ic.lin   F...uhvaiT-Tlir  .v,!  ilrnin SI     l),T.,in 


of 


Dougla 
in  Rid 


CHAPTER  IV. 


The  Formation  of  the  Territory- Other  Territories  Ad- 
mitted—Calls for  the  Formation  of  tlie  "  Platte  Coiui- 
try" — First  Attempt  to  Erect  tlie  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska— A  Resume  of  Political  Events  Leading  to  the 
Opposition  to  the  Erection  of  Nebraska — The  Mis- 
souri Compromise — Second  Attempt  to  Form  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Nebraska— Opposition  of  Southern  Sena- 
tors— The  Slavery  Issue — Senator  Douglas  Introduces 
the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill — Its  Opposition  and  Final 
Passage 34 


CHAPTER  V. 

Geological  Formation — I'riniilivc  Ages — Mineral  Deposits 
— Topography  and  Physical  Features — Extent  and  Area 
— Rivers,  Lakes,  etc. — Navigable  Streams — Timber — 
Before  the  Time  of  White  Men— Natural  Produc- 
tions   3» 

CHAPTER  VI. 

The  Exploration  of  Nebraska— Early  Vi>itor^— Govern- 
ment Expeditions— Valuable  Extract  )n  .lud;;.-  Sav- 
age— Nebraska  as  a  Territory — First  Olli(i:il,—  Iic:itli 


CHAPTER  VII. 

Admitted  Into  the  Union — Formation  of  State  Govern- 
nient^Historical  Record  by  Hon.  C.  H.  Gere- Condi- 
tion as  a  State  Proper — First  Officials — Lincoln,  the 
Scat  of  Government — Early  Elections — First  Legisla- 
tive Sessions — Gov.  Butler's  Regime — The  Governor 
Impeached — A  Famous  Trial — The  James  Administra- 
tion —  Stirring  Events  —  Blizzard  and  Grasshopper 
Scourge — State  Officers  Since  Organization 4t)-.56 


CHAPTER  VIII. 


Nebraska's  Part  in  the  U 
Furnished — Sentiment 
ganized — Sketches  of 
ments  Participated  In- 
Indian  Encounters— SI. 
and  Congressmen- Si 
W.  Hitchcock— Thoin; 
—Algernon  S.  Padd... 
Mandersou— Charles  11 


CHAPTER    IX. 

Counties  in  the  State— Brief  Historical  Sketches— De- 
scriptive Account  of  their  Origin — Location,  County 
Seats, etc. — First  Settlements — General  Development — 
Advent  of  Railways — A  Commercial  Necessity — Sur- 
veys  of  1853-54— Building  of  the  Pacific  Railroad- 
History  of  the  Enterprise — Central  Pacific  Railroad — 
The  Consolidation 0.5-T 


^n^ 


CONTENTS. 


i. 


CHAFTEB  X. 

Nebraska's  Important  Cities— Sketch  of  Their  Progress 
and  Development— Material  Advancement  Noted- 
Character  of  Improvements— Present  Interests— At- 
tractions Oflercd— Lincoln,  the  Judicial  Center— 
Omaha,the  Commercial  Metropolis— Public  Prosperity 
-Educational  Facilities— The  Public  School  System- 
Early  Enumeration — School  Funds — Statistics — De- 
nominational Institutions  of  Learnine; — Local  Col- 
leges  78 


CHAPTER    XI. 

State  Institutions — Architectural  Beauty  of  Buildings — 
Convenience  of  Construction— The  Capitol  Edifice- 
History  of  Erection— Axipropriations  — University- 
Blind  Institute — Normal  School — Insane  Asylums — 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Institutions — State  Penitentiary — 
Nebraska  an  Agricultural  State — Productions — Valua- 
tion— Climatic  Features— Manufacturing  Interests- 
Official  Directory — Abstract  of  Votes — Ecclesiastical 
History 90-104 


An  Historic! 
AdapU>l> 
ural  (ias 
els— Kit 
Treaties- 
neers— C 


ADAMS  COUNTY. 

CHAPTER   XII. 

1  Sketch — Location  and  Area — Population — 
lity  to  Agriculture— Physical  Features— Nat- 
-Cliiiiatic  Features — Game — Fremont's  Trav- 
Carsou  —  The  Government  Well  —  Indian 
-"Bill"  Kress— Some  First  Things— Pio- 
rigiual  Tax  Roll— Settlers'  Associations ..  107-117 

CHAPTER  XIII. 


Establishment  of  County— Boundaries — Transactions  of 
Commissioners  and  Supervisors^County  Seat  War — 
Court  Affairs— Terms  from  May,  1873,  to  January, 
1890— Important  Criminal  Cases— Numerous  Murders, 
Hangings,  etc.— Defalcation 118-135 

CHAPTER  XIV. 

Record  of  Elections— Various  Othcials  Chosen— Consider- 
ation of  Questions  of  Local  Importance — Under  Town- 
ship Organization  Laws-Proposition  for  Funding 
Bonds — .lournalists  and  Journalism-The  Newspaper 
as  a  Powerful  Moral  Agent — Sketches  of  Press  Enter- 
prises— First  Issues  of  Sundry  Publications — Their 
Development  and  Intluence 136-148 

CHAPTER   XV. 

Military  History— Survivors  of  the  Civil  War— Roster  of 
Soldiers— Strickland  Post^-Juniata  Post— Hansen  Post 
— Kenesaw  Post — Company  F — Associations  and  So- 
cieties—Reunions,   etc 149-153 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

Societies,  Associations,  etc.,  of  Local  Importance— Agri- 
cultural Society — Hastings  Fair  Ground  Association — 
District  and  Central  Agricultural  Societies — Patrons 
of  Husbandry,  Grange,  etc. — Aid  Society — Farmers' 
Alliance  —  Medical  Associations  —  Associations  of 
Teachers- Temperance  Societies  and  Movements— 
Sunday-School  Conventions — Woman's  Suffrage  Asso- 
ciation-Railroad History— Education— School  Sys- 
tem,  etc 154-163 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Hastings  City— Location  and  Additions— Town  Company 
—Judicial  History— Kinn^n  Claim— First  Settlement 
-Beginnings  of  Religious  and  Business  Enterprises- 
Building  the  City— Fires— Storms— Imjirovements— 
Transactions  of  City  Council— Financial— Officials, 
etc.— Board  of  Trade— Business  Men's  Association— 
Post-office— Banks  and  Loan  Associations— Wholesale 
Houses — Commercial  Institutions — Manufactories — 
Churches— Schools  and  Colleges— Secret  and  Benevo- 
lent Societies— Y.  M.  C.  A.— Home  for  the  Friendless 
—Insane  Asylum— Sundry  Societies 16.3-193 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Towns  Outside  of  Hastings— Juniata's  History— As  the 
Old  County  Seat— Development— Present  Interests- 
Representative  Citizens— Sketch  of  Kenesaw  and  Vi- 
cinity—Its  Founding  and  Subsequent  Growth— Some 
First  Things  — Ayr  Village  —  Hansen  —  Millington— 
Roseland—Maytlower—Holstein— Other  Centers  of 
Commercial  Note— Inland— Ludlow 194-306 


CLAY  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 

Introduction— Population— Elevations— Area— Rivers  and 
Streams— Physical  Formation— Grasshopper  Plagues 
—Effects  of  Same— Storms  and  Blizzards— Destroying 
Elements— Exploration— Pioneers— An  Old  Settler's 
Reminiscences  —  Indian  Warfare  —  Evacuation  of 
Spring  Ranehe — Female  Captives — Organization  of 
Old  Settlers'  Association 


CHAPTER    XX. 

e  Newspaper  Press— The  Pioneer  Champion— Har- 
vard Journals— Sutton  Journalists— Fairfield  Jour- 
nals and  Periodicals— Clay  Center  Journals— The 
DeWeese  Recorder— Educational  Interests— Public 
Schools,  Teachers,  etc.— Statistics— County  Societies 
and  Associations — Professional  Roll,  etc. — Memoirs 
of  War— Militia  Companies— Roster  of  Volunteers  .364-371 


^S^ 


CONTENTS. 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Clay  Center  and  Sutton — Location  of  the  Seat  of  Justice 
— Pioneer  Days  of  tlie  Villages — Early  Business 
Houses  and  Dwellings  —  Incorporation  —  Schools — 
Churches  —  Secret  and  Benevolent  Associations — 
Opening  of  Railroad  Connections  —  Telephone — 
Banks— Post-offices— French  and  Gray  Settlements- 
General  Development  and  Progress— Present  Inter- 
ests—Modern Condition 373-^ 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

Harvard  and  Fairfield — Beginning — Pru-Eniption  of  Town 
Sites — Original  Surveys — Incorporations — Early  Mer- 
chants—Pioneer Business  Men— First  Buildings- 
Mayors,  Trustees,  Aldermen,  etc.— Official  Directory 
—Voters  of  1836-401— Commercial  Interests— Finan- 
cial— Fires — Water  System — Educational  and  Eelig- 
ious  Matters — Secret  and  Benevolent  Organizations — 
General  History 387-411 


WEBSTER    COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  XXIII. 

Location  and  Boundary  —  .\rea  and  Surveys  —  Surface 
Formation — Physical  Features — Beginning  of  Settle- 
ment— Names  of  Pioneers — Privations  of  Early  Tears 
— Storms  and  Plagues— Men  vs.  Grasshoppers — A 
Pioneer  Roll— First  Tax  List— A  Decade  of  Progress- 
Indian  Scares — Inhabitants  of  Long  Ago — Calamities, 
etc.— Some  First  Thiijgs— "  Sod-House  Aristocracy  " 
—Independence  Day  Celehrations .531-.542 

CHAPTER   XXIV. 

County  Organization — Formation  from  .Jefferson  County 
Proclamation— Election  and  Result— First  OfflciaLs 
Chosen — Tlie  Earliest  Session  of  Commissioners — 
Subsequent  Transactions  —  Public  Buildings  —  Sub- 
Division  and  Precincts — Railroads — Taxation,  Bonds, 
etc. — Township  Organization — Rules  of  Business  of 
Board  of  Supervisors— County  Officials— Financial 
Presentation— Assessment  and  Valuation— Agricult- 
ure and  Horticulture — Productive  Qualities  of  Soil — 
Agricultural  Society — Judicial  History — Present  Le- 
gal Bar— Homicides 543-553 


CHAPTER  XXV. 

Red  Cloud,  the  County  Seat — Historical  Review — Loca- 
tion and  Name — Existence  in  1870 — Commercial  and 
Professional  Interests  —  Development  —  Additions — 
Cyclone  —  Permanent  Improvements  —  Incorporation 
-Present  Business— Evidences  of  the  City's  Spirits 
Newspaper  Press — Secret  and  Benevolent  Associa- 
tions-Firemen's Tournament ■ 551^560 


CHAPTER  XXVI. 

Sketches  of  Guide  Rock,  Blue  Hill,  Cowles  and  Bladen— 
Other  Villages— Situation— Origin  of  Names— Physic- 
al Characteristics  — Population— Early  Residents- 
First  Business  Enterprises— Present  Interests— Jour- 
nalism—Incorporation— Officials— Benevolent  Frater- 
nities —  History  of  the  Development  of  These 
Towns 5ai-5(i(; 


CHAPTER  XXVII. 


Educati. 
Sell. 


ly  Districts  and 
-tem— Teachers' 
port — Religious 


Interest.-  —  Early  .Mim^Lers  Hereabouts  —  Pioneer 
Church— The  Methodist— The  Various  Denominations 
Represented— Miscellaneous  Subiects—Storms— Sol- 
diers of  Our  Wars— Mexican  Survivors— Heroes  of 
1861-6^— Republican  Valley  Union  Soldiers'  and  Sail- 
ors Association  — Agricultural  Societies  — Granges, 
etc.— County  Buildings— Population .567-57 


NUCKOLLS  COUNTY. 


CHAPTER    XXVIII. 

ituation  and  Boundary — Area — Government  Survey — 
Pliysical  Features— Geological  Formation— Timber, 
Streams  and  Draijiagc — Nature  of  Soil— Climatic  At- 
tractions—Period of  Settlement— Extract— Numerous 
First  Things— "Great  Trail  "—The  Earliest  Inhabitant 
—List  of  Later  Settlers— An  Amusing  Anecdote— In- 
dian Troubles— Wild  Animals 683-1 


CHAPTER    XXIX. 


st  steps  Toward  r( 
dered  —  Early    (Mil 
Pioneer  Execute  • 
Prominent  AtT.in- 


?-Cf 


Conn 


f)rganizalion— Election  Or- 
M>-ii.ii-  —  ('(.luity  Division — 
I--  \i  t- mI  Ciimmissioners — 
i:il  1  iiivrl,„y— Public  Build- 
•lail-  l.tV.iii    to  Remove  the 

Imiii  t-lh,us( — Poor  Farm — 
— tiriiwth  and  Development 
iiaiirial  I  oiulition — Railroads 


—Taxable  Wraltli  and  Fiiia 
—Precinct  Railroad  Bonds— Agricultural  Interests- 
Stock  Raising — Agricultural  Society — Court  Transac- 
tions—Trials—Roll of  Attorneys 693-704 

CHAPTER  XXX. 

Towns  and  Villages  of  Nuckolls  County— Nelson — Its 
Choice  as  the  County  Seat — Beginning — Original 
Business  Men — Improvement — Incorporation — Com- 
mercial Directory — Newspapers — Social  Features — 
Sketch  of  Superior— Plat  and  Survey— Location- 
First  Settlers  —  Early  Mercantile  Establishment — 
Growth  and  Development — Present  Officials — General 
Interests— Board  of  Trade — Parks — Journals — Secret 


CONTENTS. 


and  Other  Societies — Conservatory — Attractiveness — 
Otlier  Centers  of  Local  Importance — Angus — Bost- 
wick— Hardy— Lawrence— Mount  Clare— Nora— Oak 
—Ruskin— Smyrna 705-719 


CHAPTER    XXXI. 

liolastic  Matters  —  Appraisement  of  Si-liool  Lands — 
Formation  of  Districts — State  Superintendent's  Re- 
port—  Average  Attendance  —  Present  Condition  of 
Nuckolls  County's  Educational  Affairs— Church  Items 
— Various  Denominations  Represented — Methodists — 
Presliyteriaus— United     Presbyterians— Baptists— Re- 


formed Presbyterians — Christians — Evangelical  and 
Evangelical  Lutlieran  —  Catholics  —  Miscellaneous 
Facts— Disturbing  Elements— Population,  etc 720-7'2<i 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Adams  County 30G-aiO 

Clay  County 411-530 

Webster  County 578-681 

Nuckolls  County 


F^ORTRAIT^S. 


M.  L.  Elsemore Between  113  and  113 

E.  C.  Webster Between  168  and  169 

Hon.  James  Laird  (deceased) Between  233  and  2.33 

W.  W.  Philleo Between  296  and  397 

D.  ^I.  Nottleton Between  360  and  361 


George  P.  Scliwab Between  408  and  409 

Tliomas  H.  Matters Between  484  and  485 

Edward  C.  Focke Between  690  and  691 

Capt.  Henry  W.  Short Between  790  [ind  791 


^-^ 


w^ 


^|HIST0RY  OF  NEBRASKA'!^ 


m^ 


CHAPTER  I, 


hL. 


The  Territory  of  Louisiana— Nebraska  Originally  a  Part  of  Louisiana — Ferdinand  de  Soto   and    Hi 

Expedition— The  Exploration  op  the  Mississippi  Valley— Discovery   of  the  Mississippi   Eiver— 

Death  of  De  Soto — Explorations  of   the  Jesuits — Joliet  and   Marquette — La   Salle's 

Exploration — France  Claims   the   Territory — Governors  of   Louisiana — France 

Compelled  to  Relinquish  Louisiana — President  Jefferson  buys  Louisiana. 


Justly  Csesar  scorns  the  poet's  lays; 

It  is  to  history  he  trusts  for  praise. — Poj)c. 


EBEASKA  was  originally  a 
part  of  the  great  Territory 
of  Louisiana,    which  com- 
prised very  nearly  one-third 
of  the  present  area  of  the 
i-^  United  States.     A  history 
jjfo    '^^'^S  of  the  State  would  be  in- 
complete   without  at    least  a  brief 
reference  to  the  earliest  explorations 


jC)  of  the  region  which  to-day  forms 
so  important  a  part  of  our  great 
Nation.  The  story  of  the  earliest  ex- 
plorations of  Louisiana  by  the 
Spaniards  in  1539-44  reads  more 
like  some  mediaeval  romance  than 
an  authentic  historical  record. 
Singularly  enough,  the  first  explo- 
ration of  the  great  vallej-  watered 
the  "Father  of  Waters"  was  more  the 
result  of  a  love  of  adventure  on  the  part  of  a  few 
Spanish  cavaliers,  lured  by  visions  of  suddenly- 
acquired  riches,  than  of  a  desire  to  enlarge  the  boun- 
daries of  science  or  to  increase  the  wealth  of  a 
nation. 


The  discovery  of  the  3Iississippi  River,  and  the 
first  exploration  of  the  great  valley  bearing  its  name, 
are  commonly  attributed  to  Ferdinand  de  Soto,  a 
Spanish  captain  and  explorer,  and  one  of  the  most 
famous  of  the  Eldorado  adventurers  of  the  sixteenth 
century.  'He  was  the  contemporary  of  Cortez  and 
Pizarro,  the  cruel  conquerors  of  Mexico  and  Peru, 
and  was  a  companion  of  the  latter  in  the  famous 
campaign  which  resulted  in  the  overthrow  and  spoli- 
ation of  the  Incas. 

The  adventurous  spirit  of  the  times  had  impelled 
Columbus  to  brave  the  dangers  and  imaginary  terrors 
of  unknown  seas,  and  the  discovery  of  a  new  world, 
peopled  with  a  new  and  unknown  race  of  beings,  was 
the  result  of  his  daring.  De  Soto,  with  others  of  a 
like  ventursome  disposition,  was  attracted  to  the 
newly-discovered  continent,  and  in  1518  he  is  found 
a  member  of  an  expedition  to  Darien.  In  1828  he 
made  an  exploration  of  the  coasts  of  Guatemala  and 
Yucatan,  and  again,  in  1532,  he  led  300  volunteers 
to  the  assistance  of  Pizarro,  who  was  at  that  time 
engaged  in  the  conquest  of  Peru.  De  Soto  signal- 
ized his  campaign  in  Peru  by  many  brilliant  achiev- 
ments;    and  he  returned  to   Spain  with  an  added 


HISTORY   OF    NEBRASKA. 


luster  to  his  fame,  and  his  pockets  lined  with  riches 
ignobly  wrested  from  a  weak  and  confiding  people. 

In  the  year  1538  De  Soto  organized  the  memor- 
able expedition  that  was  forever  to  make  his  name 
famous  in  the  annals  of  history.  His  was  no  com- 
mon band.  It  was  composed  of  the  flower  of  Span- 
ish chivalry,  and  in  its  ranks  many  a  scion  of  noble 
blood  acknowledged  the  leadership  of  the  renowned 
explorer.  All  were  actuated  bj-  the  same  motives — 
the  love  of  adventure  and  the  hope  of  gain.  The 
conquests  of  Mexican  and  Peru  led  them  to  believe 
that  still  other  semi-barbarous  nations  were  hidden 
in  the  unexplored  recesses  of  the  strange,  new  con- 
tinent. In  equipment  and  accoutrements  the  expe- 
dition rivaled  the  most  gorgeous  descriptions  of 
oriental  splendor.  The  glittering  armor  and  mag- 
nificent paraphernalia  of  the  soldiers,  the  silken  ban- 
ners and  the  resplendent  trappings  of  the  fiery  war 
horses,  together  with  the  mysterious  and  picturesque 
rites  of  the  priests  of  the  Spanish  church  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition,  were  well  calculated  to 
inspire  a  barbarous  foe  with  respect  and  awe. 

The  expedition  landed  in  safety  at  Espirato 
Santo  Bay,  on  the  coast  of  Florida,  in  May,  1539. 
Following  the  example  of  the  intrepid  Cortez,  De- 
Soto  burned  his  ships  and  fearlesslj'  turned  into  the 
trackless  wilds  of  the  unexplored  peninsula.  For 
foui-  years  the  little  band  wandered  through  the  al- 
most impenetrable  forests  of  the  lower  Mississippi 
Valley.  History  gives  us  but  the  meager  details  of 
those  four  j-ears  of  wearj'  wandering;  but  the  un- 
told privations  and  sufferings  of  the  hapless  explo- 
ers  can  in  a  measure  be  conceived. 

At  first  the  Indians  looked  upon  De  Soto  and  his 
followers  as  gods  descended  from  the  heavens,  and 
feared  them  accordingly;  but  when  they  saw  that 
the  white  men  were,  like  themselves,  subject  to 
disease  and  death,  and  possessed  no  supernatural 
power,  their  enforced  friendship  turned  into  deadly- 
hate  and  open  hostilit}-.  Their  ill-will  increased  with 
the  brutalitj-  with  which  thej'  were  treated  whenever 
they  incun-ed  the  displeasure  of  the  cruel  and 
haughty  Spaniards.  D^  Soto  and  his  men  were 
compelled  to  fight  many  pitched  battles  with  the 
Indians,  who  were  invariably  defeated. 

The  captive   Indians,    who   were    compelled    to 


serve  as  guides,  led  the  greed3'  Spaniards  farther  and 
father  into  the  interior  by  repeating  tales  of  fabu- 
lous wealth  of  the  temples  and  palaces  of  great 
cities.  Lured  bj'  the  ever  fleeting  ignis  fatuus  of 
wealth,  De  Soto's  band,  now  rapidlj'  decreasing  in 
numbers,  plunged  still  deeper  into  the  wilderness, 
their  march  being  constantly  retarded  by  conflicts 
with  the  Indians,  and  their  pathway  marked  by  the 
graves  of  those  who  had  died  by  the  poisoned  arrow 
of  the  Indian  warrior,  or  from  effects  of  the  fetid 
breath  of  the  fever-breeding  swamps.  They  strug- 
gled on  and  onward,  until  in  the  spring  of  1541, 
the  glorious  sight  of  the  bi'oad  Mississippi — the 
mighty  Father  of  Waters,  burst  upon  their  wondering 
vision.  There  it  rolled  in  all  its  majesty,  a  river 
broad  enough  to  float  on  its  bosom  the  combined 
navies  of  the  then  civilized  world.  De  Soto  crossed 
the  mighty  river  in  hastily  constructed  boats,  and 
pursued  his  wanderings  on  the  western  side.  It  is 
more  than  probable  that  his  ej-es  rested  on  the  broad 
prairies  of  the  now  fertile  State  of  Nebraska.  Cer- 
tain it  is  that  Nebraska  was  Ansited  by  Spanish  ex- 
plorers long  before  the  advent  of  the  French  or  Eng- 
lish, for  portions  of  their  armor  and  equipment  have 
been  discovered  in  this  State  within  the  past  decade; 
but  whether  or  not  these  relics  belonged  to  De  Soto's 
band  is  a  secret  forever  locked  in  the  breast  of  un- 
written history. 

But  all  wanderings  must  have  an  end;  and,  weary 
of  their  long  journeying,  and  discouraged  bj-  their 
failure  to  find  the  coveted  riches,  De  Soto's  dis- 
heartened band  tui-ned  to  retrace  their  steps  to  the 
sea.  On  the  homeward  march  De  Soto  was  stricken 
with  a  malignant  fever,  from  the  effects  of  which  he 
died.  Mournfully  the  little  band  consigned-  the  re- 
mains of  their  daring  leader  to  the  depths  of  the 
mighty  river  which  he  had  discovered.  Electing 
another  leader,  they  pushed  on  in  an  attempt  to 
reach  the  east  coast  of  Florida.  Failing  in  this, 
they  constructed  boats  and  launched  out  into  the 
Mississippi,  reaching  the  mouth  of  the  river  after  a 
precarious  voyage  of  nineteen  days.  They  followed 
the  coast  until  thej-  came  to  a  Spanish  settlement, 
where  they  found  means  to  return  to  Spain. 

Thus  ended  one  of  the  most  remarkable  explor- 
ing expeditions  ever  known  to  history.      Three  pub- 
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lished  narratives  of  the  expedition  were  given  to  the 
world;  but  the  Spaniards  formed  no  conception  of 
the  magnitude  of  De  Soto's  discovery,  nor  of  the 
^•ast  possibilities  of  empire  that  laj-  within  the  track- 
less forests  of  the  dark  continent.  It  is  useless  to 
indulge  in  idle  speculation  as  to  what  the  history  of 
the  great  territory  of  which  Nebraska  is  a  part, 
might  have  been  had  the  indolent  Spaniards  com- 
prehended the  extent  and  fertility  of  the  vast  regions 
drained  by  the  mt:it  ii\ci-  ami  its  tributaries.  Had 
the}'  so  comprehendc'il  it.  tliry  might  have  founded 
an  empire,  beside  which  the  mighty  empire  of  Rome 
would  have  dwindled  into  insignificance  ;  but,  beyond 
planting  a  few  weak  and  struggling  colonies  in 
Florida,  Spain  did  nothing  to  establish  her  claims 
to  the  Mississippi  A'alley,  and  a  hundred  }-ears 
elapsed  before  civilized  man  again  visited  that  re- 
gion. 

For  nearly  a  crntnry  and  a  half  after  the  ill- 
fated  De  Soto  slept  Ixaicath  tlie  waters  of  the  great 
river  which  he  liad  disci ivcrcd,  the  Mississslppi  Val- 
ley remained  undisturbed  in  the  possession  of  the 
Indians.  Spain  had  made  no  effort  to  civilize  the 
vast  region  she  had  claimed  by  right  of  discovery, 
and  in  the  meantime  the  course  of  events  had 
brought  about  many  changes  in  the  Old  World. 
France  and  England  had  become  the  two  great  rival 
powers  of  Europe,  and  both  had  turned  eagerly  to 
the  new  continent  for  new  fields  of  conquest.  Eng- 
land had  established  herself  along  the  coasts  of  the 
Atlantic  and  was  gradually  extending  her  domains 
to  the  westward.  France  had  obtained  a  foothold 
at  Quebec  and  was  slowly  pushing  her  colonies  up 
the  St.  Lawrence  River.  Both  nations  saw  the  al- 
most limitless  possibilities  of  empire  in  the  great 
valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  both  took  steps  to- 
ward its  occupation.  France  assumed  the  initiative 
and  eventually  acquired  the  coveted  temtory. 

It  is  a  matter  of  history  that  the  complete  ex- 
ploration and  final  settlement  of  the  territory  which 
afterwards  became  known  as  Louisiana,  was  due 
more  to  the  efforts  of  Christian  missionaries  than  to 
commercial  enterprise  or  national  spirit.  The  first 
men  to  enter  upon  a  systematic  exploration  of  the 
vast  region  of  which  Xc'lnaska  is  a  part,  were  the 
Jesuits,    or    memliers    of    the    Scicietv    of    Jesus,    a 


famous  religious  societ}'  founded  Ity  Ignatius  Lo}^- 
ola,  a  Spanish  Knight  of  the  sixteenth  century. 
The  Jesuits,  unlike  the  other  religious  orders  of  the 
Catholic  Church,  mingled  in  the  affairs  of  men,  and 
did  not  indulge  in  those  habits  of  seclusion  and  self- 
mortification  which  characterized  the  life  of  the 
monks.  Actuated  by  a  fervor  and  zeal  before  un- 
known in  the  history  of  the  church,  the  Jesuits 
turned  their  attention  to  the  new  world  and  were 
among  the  first  to  explore  its  trackless  wilds,  and 
certainly  the  first  to  teach  the  savage  the  ways  of 
Christian  and  civilized  life.  The  Banner  of  the 
Cross  was  planted  far  in  advance  of  the  steadily 
encroaching  colonies  of  the  Europeans,  and  thou- 
sands of  savages  listened  to  the  story  of  the  new 
religion  long  before  thej^  heard  the  voice  of  the 
trader  and  the  settler. 

The  St.  Lawrence  River,  with  the  great  chain  of 
lakes,  entering  the  continent  from  the  east,  and  the 
Mississippi  River,  entering  from  the  south,  were  the 
two  great  avenues  through  which  the  Europeans  en- 
tered the  heart  of  the  American  continent.  The 
work  of  the  Jesuit  missionaries  had  led  to  the  dis- 
covery of  the  Ohio  River  and  the  partial  exploration 
of  two  routes  to  the  Mississippi ;  but  as  yet  the  eyes 
of  the  Europeans  had  not  rested  upon  the  northern 
portion  of  that  great  river.  It  remained  for  two 
young  men,  Louis  Joliet  and  Jacques  Marquette, 
the  former  a  fnr  trader  and  the  latter  a  Jesuit  mis- 
sionary, to  make  tlic  final  discovery.  Joliet  was 
born  in  Quebec,  (if  humlile  parentage.  Educated 
by  the  Jesuits  for  the  priesthood,  he  early  aban- 
doned his  religious  oflSces  for  the  more  sordid  pur- 
suits of  fur  trading.  The  hardihood  and  experi- 
ence of  this  life  gave  him  the  enterprise,  boldness 
and  detei-mination  to  push  the  expedition  to  a  suc- 
cessful issue.  His  companion,  Jacques  Marquette, 
presented  a  striking  contrast  He  was  born  in 
France,  and,  inheriting  from  his  parents  a  strong 
religious  suseeptiliiiity.  lie  was  early  in  life  imbued 
with  the  prevailing  religious  enthusiasm.  He  be- 
came a  Jesuit,  and  in  1666  crossed  the  Atlantic  to 
labor  among  the  savages  of  the  American  forests. 
He  was  eminently  qualified  for  this  noble  work. 
Possessing  an  indomitable  will  and  courage,  great 
purit}'  and  humilit_y  of  character,  and  an  affection- 
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ate  manner  in  dealing  with  the  Indians,  he  met  with 
far  greater  success  than  anj-  of  his  fellow  mis- 
sionaries. 

Having  completed  the  necessary  arrangements, 
these  two  daring  explorers,  with  five  hardy  com- 
panions, set  out  on  their  perilous  undertaking  on 
Blay  17,  1673.  For  a  month  thej'  pushed  steadily 
forward,  now  paddling  in  canoes  along  the  swift 
current  of  unknown  streams,  again  threading  their 
way  through  dense  forests.  On  June  17,  just  one 
month  from  the  day  they  started,  they  reached  the 
mouth  of  the  Wisconsin,  pushed  their  frail  canoes 
out  into  the  broad,  rolling  Mississippi,  and  drifted 
rapidly  down  the  current.  Down  the  river  they 
glided,  the  scenerj'  on  either  side  presenting  an 
ever-changing  panoramic  view  of  wild  and  rugged 
l)eauty.  They  passed  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri, 
its  muddy  waters  retaining  their  identity  for  miles  be- 
fore mingling  with  the  clearer  waters  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. Fui-ther  on  they  reached  tlie  mouth  of  the 
Ohio,  and  still  fiu-ther  down  tliey  came  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Arkansas. 

It  was  now  the  middle  of  July,  and,  warned  by 
their  rapidly  diminishing  stores  of  supplies,  the 
explorers  decided  to  follow  the  course  of  the  river 
no  farther.  Slowly  retracing  their  way  up  the 
strong  current  the  party  reached  the  mission  at  the 
head  of  Green  Bay  in  the  latter  part  of  September, 
having  traveled  a  distance  of  nearlj-  three  thousand 
miles  in  less  than  six  months. 

Marquette  remained  at  the  mission  to  recuperate 
his  health,  which  had  become  impaired  bj-  the  ardu- 
ous journej-,  while  Joliet  pushed  on  to  Monti-eal  to  re- 
port the  results  of  the  expedition.  He  was  received 
with  open  arms  by  the  projectors  of  the  enterprise, 
and  when  he  related  the  success  of  the  undertaking, 
their  joy  was  unbounded.  The  shrewd  Frenchmen 
were  quick  to  see  the  possibilities  of  large  acces- 
sions to  their  territorj-,  and  immediately  took  steps 
to  complete  the  explorations  so  auspiciouslj-  begun 
by  Marquette  and  Joliet. 

It  remained  for  another  intrepid  Frenchman  to 
complete  the  work  left  unfinished  by  Marquette  and 
Joliet,  and  to  take  formal  possession  of  Louisiana  in 
the  name  of  the  King  of  France.  Sieur  de  La  Salle 
was  a  firm  believer  in  the  theory  that  the  Mississippi 


River  afforded  a  short  and  direct  route  to  the  Indies, 
a  dream  eagerlj-  cherished  by  a  long  line  of  explor- 
ers, beginning  with  the  renowned  Christopher  Colum- 
bus himself.  Compelled  by  the  result  of  ^Marquette 
and  Joliet's  expedition  to  abandon  the  theory,  La 
Salle  conceived  the  idea  of  finishing  the  exploration 
of  the  Mississippi  to  its  mouth  and  claiming  the 
entire  region  for  the  King  of  France.  He  accord- 
ingly obtained  a  royal  commission,  with  all  the 
necessary  authority  to  take  possession  of  the  region 
he  expected  to  explore,  and  money  to  erect  forts  to 
hold  it  with.  With  ample  authority  and  plenty  of 
means,  he  sailed  from  France  in  1678  with  thirty 
men.  After  aniving  at  Quebec  he  reinforced  his 
party  by  the  addition  of  several  experienced  explor- 
ers, whose  names  afterwards  became  famous. 

From  the  time  he  left  France,  La  Salle  labored 
incessantly  in  the  prosecution  of  his  cherished  enter- 
prise. Two  3'ears  were  spent  in  exploring  the  upper 
vallej-,  and  it  was  not  until  December  21,  1681,  that 
he  set  out  from  the  mouth  of  the  St.  Joseph  River 
on  the  final  expedition  to  the  Mississippi.  The 
streams  were  covered  with  ice  and  his  men  were 
compelled  to  build  sledges  upon  which  to  ha  id  tlieir 
canoes  and  supplies  to  the  Illinois  River.  Arri\ing 
at  the  Illinois,  thej'  travelled  down  that  river  on  the 
ice  until  they  reached  Peoria  Lake,  where  the  open 
water  permitted  the  use  of  their  canoes.  Again 
embarking,  they  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Illinois 
where  it  empties  into  the  Mississippi,  on  February 
6,  1682.  Then  for  a  second  time  a  French  expedi- 
tion was  swept  southward  by  the  hurrying  current 
of  the  mighty  river.  The  swift-flowing  cuirent  soon 
carried  them  from  the  rigor  of  a  Northern  winter 
into  the  balmy  spring  time  of  the  sunnj-  South.  La 
Salle  made  many  landings  in  order  to  greet  the 
natives  with  friendly  assurances  and  to  set  up  the 
arms  of  France.  The  resistless  current  of  the  majes- 
tic river  carried  the  party  nearer  and  nearer  the  sea 
until,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1682,  the  broad  bosom 
of  the  gulf  opened  on  their  sight,  tossing  its  restless 
billows,  as  limitless,  as  voiceless,  as  lonel}-,  as 
when  born  of  chaos,  without  a  sign  of  life. 

At  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi,  La  Salle 
erected  a  column,  bearing  the  inscription:  "Louis 
le  Grand,  Roi  de  France  et  de  Navan-e;  Regne;  La 
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Neuvieme.  Avril,  1GS2. "  In  honor  of  his  beloved 
kinjx.  T>a  Salle  uuhumI  the  eountiy  through  which  he 
had  [la— I'd  la mi-iaiia,  and  took  formal  possession 
liy  a  liiiUiant  display,  and  the  imposing  rites  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  Thus,  after  some  four  years  of  un- 
told privation,  and  after  overcoming  obstacles  which 
would  have  daunted  a  less  intrepid  spirit,  La  Salle 
had  accomplished  his  mission  and  actiuired  a  fame 
which  will  last  as  long  as  the  might3-  Father  of 
Waters  pursues  his  restless  course  from  the  lake 
regions  of  the  north  to  the  sea. 

The  government  of  France  at  once  took  the  nec- 
essary steps  to  hold  the  vast  territory  claimed  by 
La  Salle.  That  distinguished  soldier  and  explorer 
remained  bj-  virtue  of  his  royal  commission,  mili- 
tary governor  of  the  Territory  until  1689,  when  a 
civil  government  was  set  up  with  the  Marquis  de 
San\ille  as  royal  viceroj'.  De  Sanville  governed 
a  countrj-  immensely  superior  to  France  in  extent  of 
territory,  but  his  subjects  numbered  onlj'  300,  not 
including  the  Indians.  By  regular  appointment  of 
viceroys  the  succession  was  maintained  until,  by  the 
treaty  of  Fontainlileau,  concluded  on  November  3, 
1862,  France  relinquished  her  claims  to  the  Terri- 
tory. The  following  is  a  list  of  the  viceroys,  to- 
gether with  the  years  of  their  service: 

Maniuis  .Ir  Saiivillr 1«89-1700 

Hii'uvillr 1701-1712 

Lain.jila-    Caililhn- 1713-1715 

Do  L'Epiiiav 1716-1717 

liienvilk' 1718-1723 

Boisbriant '. 1724 

Bienville 1732-1741 

Baron  de   Kelerec 1753-1762 

D'Abbadie 1763-1766 

In  1762,  France  was  compelled  by  force  of  mili- 
tary necessity,  to  relinquish  her  title  to  Louisiana  to 
Spain.  That  government  combined  the  semi-mili- 
tary government  until  1803,  when  the  Territory 
passed  under  the  flag  of  the  United  States.  The 
following  is  a  list  of  the  Spanish  governors: 

Antonio  de  Ulloa 1767-1768 

Alexander  O'Reilly 1768-1769 

Louis  de  Unzago 1770-1776 

Bernardo  de  Galvez 1777-1784 

Estevar  Mi ro 1785-1787 

Francisco  Luis  Hortn.  Baron  of  Caron- 

delet 1789-1792 

Gayoso  de  Lemos 1793-1798 

Sebastian  de  Casa,    Calvo  y  O'Farrel.  .1798-1799 
Jean  Manual  de  Salcedo 1800-1803 


Although  France  regained  possession  of  Louisi- 
ana on  October  1,  1800,  Jean  Manual  de  Salcedo 
remained  as  governor  until  the  United  States  took 
formal  possession. 

The  immense  territory  attaching  to  the  crown  of 
France  by  reason  of  La  Salle's  enterprise,  comprised 
aljout  one-third  of  the  present  area  of  the  United 
States,  and  was  by  far  the  most  extensive  colonial 
possession  of  that  nation.  But  in  time  the  glory  of 
France  began  to  lose  some  of  the  luster  imparted  to 
it  bj'  the  brilliant  genius  of  Louis  XIV.  In  the 
treaty  which,  in  1763,  concluded  the  "Seven  Years 
War,"  which  had  shaken  the  monarchies  of  Europe 
to  their  very  foundations,  France,  torn,  bleeding 
and  humiliated  by  the  dread  disasters  of  war,  was 
compelled  to  acknowledge  the  sovereignty  of  Eng- 
land in  America  as  extending  westward  to  the  Mis- 
sissippi River,  and  to  cede  to  that  nation  all  her  rich 
possessions  in  Canada.  As  if  this  great  loss  of 
territory  was  not  sufficiently  humiliating,  France 
was  compelled  by  another  treaty,  to  relinquish  to 
Spain  all  claims  to  the  immiMise  Territory  of  Louisi- 
ana. Thus,  as  a  result  of  a  single  war,  France  was 
dispossessed  of  every  foot  of  her  territory  in  Amer- 
ica. 

With  the  acquisition  of  Louisiana  in  1762,  Spain 
controlled  over  one-half  of  the  North  American  con- 
tinent; but  her  soA-ereignty  over  Louisiana  was  but 
of  brief  duration.  Mighty  events  were  following 
each  other  in  rapid  succession.  The  thirteen  Eng- 
lish colonies  in  America  had  rebelled  against  the 
mother  country  and  had  become  free  and  independ- 
ent States.  Napoleon  Bonaparte  had  raised  himself 
from  Corsican  obscurity  to  the  throne  of  France, 
with  all  Europe  trembling  at  his  feet.  In  1800  his 
mighty  genius  wrested  Louisiana  from  the  hands 
of  Spain;  but  the  dreams  of  a  French  empire  in 
America  were  soon  shattered  bj-  the  dire  necessities 
of  Napoleon,  who  by  force  of  circumstances  was 
compelled  to  relinquish  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  for  a  monetary  consideration. 

The  account  of  the  negotiations  which  led  to  the 
peaceful  acquisition  of  Louisiana  by  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States  forms  one  of  the  most 
interesting  chapters  of  our  National  history;  but  as 
it  is  more  pertinent  to  National  than  to  State  his- 
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toiy,  a  brief  reference  must  sufHee  in  these  pages. 
During  the  years  in  which  Spain  had  controlled 
Louisiana  the  question  of  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Mississippi  River  stirred  up  no  little  contention  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment. The  Mississippi  River  at  that  time  formed 
the  only  outlet  for  the  products  of  the  settlers  west 
of  the  Alleghany  Mountains;  and  the  obstructive 
regulations  of  the  Spanish  authorities  at  New  Or- 
leans had  caused  no  little  ill-feeling  between  the  two 
nations.  In  all  probability  the  distrust  and  ill-feel- 
ing would  have  led  to  an  ope^j  rupture,  had  not  the 
retrocession  of  Louisiana  to  France,  in  1800,  put  an 
entirely  new  aspect  upon  affairs.  If  the  regulations 
of  the  Spanish  authorities  at  New  Orleans  had 
proven  distasteful  to  the  people  of  America,  the 
change  to  French  authority  was  likely  to  prove  even 
more  so.  Napoleon  full}'  appreciated  the  immense 
value  of  Louisiana  and  at  once  began  the  work  of 
fortifying  the  entrance  to  the  Mississippi.  Thomas 
Jefferson,  then  president  of  the  United  States,  was 
quick  to  perceive  the  danger  of  allowing  so  formid- 
able a  rival  to  establish  herself  in  such  close  prox- 
imity. The  "Monroe  Doctrine"  had  not  3-et  been 
promulgated,  and  Jefferson,  with  the  wisdom  which 
had  conceived  the  Declaration  of  Independence, 
formed  the  plan  of  purchasing  the  Territory  of  Lou- 
siana  from  France. 

The  condition  of  affairs  in  Prance  was  exceed- 
ingly favorable  to  the  plans  of  President  Jefferson 
on  behalf  of  the  United  States.  Napoleon  was  on 
the  eve  of  a  mighty  struggle  with  England,  which 
would  call  for  all  his  energies,  all  his  resources.  While 
keenly  feeling  the  disgi-ace  of  surrendering  Louisiana 
to  England,  he  foresaw  that  England's  superior 
naval  force  would  quickly  wrest  that  important 
colonial  possession  from  him.  Moreover,  he  was 
greatly  in  need  of  funds  with  which  to  prosecute 
the  war.  In  addition  to  all  this,  he  perceived 
the  splendid  opportunity  for  foiling  England's  in- 
tention of  securing  Louisiana  by  ceding  that  Ter- 
ritory to  the  United  States.  So  when  Messrs.  Mon- 
roe and  Livingston,  the  commissioners  appointed 
to  conduct  the  negotiatiations  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  arrived  in  Paris  they  found  all  pre- 
liminary negotiations  unnecessary,   the   only   thing 


to  be  agreed  upon  being  the  price  and  the  terms 
of  sale. 

In  meeting  some  of  the  objections  made  bj'  some 
of  his  ministers  to  the  sale  of  Louisiana,  Napoleon 
used  the  singularly  prophetic  words:  "Perhaps  it 
will  be  objected  that  the  Amei-icans  will  be  found 
too  powerful  for  Europe  in  two  or  three  centuries  ; 
but  my  foresight  does  not  embrace  such  remote 
fears.  Besides,  we  may  hereafter  expect  rivalries 
among  the  members  of  the  Union.  The  confedera- 
cies which  are  called  perpetual  only  last  till  one  of 
the  contracting  parties  finds  it  to  his  interest  to 
break  them. "  The  secession  of  the  Southern  States 
was  thus  clearly  predicted  by  Napoleon  sixty  years 
before  it  was  attempted ;  but  even  Napoleon's  mar- 
velous foresight  did  not  permit  him  to  look  for- 
ward still  another  decade  and  see  a  united  countiy, 
stronger  and  more  powerful  than  before  the  rup- 
ture. 

After  carrying  on  the  negotiations  for  some 
days,  the  treaty  ceding  Louisiana  to  the  United 
States  was  concluded  on  April  30,  1803.  The  price 
agreed  upon  was  eighty  million  francs,  or  about 
fifteen  million  dollars  of  good  American  money. 
The  instructions  given  the  American  commissioners 
by  the  government  of  the  United  States  did  not 
authorize  them  to  make  an  outi-ight  purchase  of 
Louisiana ;  but  Monroe  and  Livingston  were  so 
surely  possessed  of  the  views  of  President  Jefferson 
in  regard  to  the  matter  that  they  felt  that  they 
could  safely  transcend  their  authority,  and  rely 
upon  the  patriotism  and  good  sense  of  the  Ameri- 
can people  for  approbation.  They  were  not  de- 
ceived, and  Congress  ratified  the  ti-eaty  of  purchase, 
and  on  March  9,  1804,  the  stars  and  stripes  were 
unfurled  at  St.  Louis  in  token  of  formal  possession. 
Louisiana  thus  became  a  Territory  of  the  United 
States. 

The  history  of  the  exploration  and  formation 
of  the  Territory  of  Louisiana  has  thus  been 
briefly  traced  up  to  the  time  it  passed  under  the 
authority  of  the  United  States.  With  a  more  in- 
timate knowledge  of  the  subject,  the  reader  may 
now  turn  to  the  succeeding  chapters,  which  will 
contain  a  brief  sketch  of  the  history  of  Nebraska 
proper. 
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I>T)iAN  History  of  Nebraska— The  Principal  Tribes— The  Poncas  and  Their  Melancholy  History— Their 
Treaties  With  the   United   States — Outrages  by  United  States   Soldiers — Their  Forcible  Re- 
moval TO  THE   Indian   Territory — Standing   Bear's   Escape — Arrest  and  Subsequent  Re- 
lease BY  Judge  Dundy — The  Pawnees,  Otoes  and  Omahas — Great  Battle  Between 
the  Sioux  and  Pawnees — The  Great  Uprising  of  August,  1864 — The  Mas- 
sacre at  Pluji  Creek — Stajipede  of  the   Settlers — Peace  Restored. 


If  justice  will  take  all  and  nothing  give. 
Justice,  methinks,  is  not  distributive. — Dryden. 


L^^REVIOUS  to  the  advent 
of  the  white  man,  the  In- 
dians dominated  the  entire 
region  west  of  the  Missouri 
River.  The  country  lying 
between  that  river  and  the 
Rocky  Mountains  was  di- 
A  \  ided  among  some  fort}-  or  fift}-  tribes, 
some  fiiendly  to  each  other,  others  ex- 
tiemelj  hostile.  The  plains  abounded  in 
game,  the  climate  was  not  severe,  and 
altogether,  the  life  of  the  western  In- 
dians was  more  than  ordinarily  a  happy 
and  contented  one.  The  principal 
tribes  which  made  their  homes  within 
the  present  limits  of  Nebraska  were 
the  Poncas,  the  Omahas,  the  Otoes 
and  Pawnees.  Of  these  the  Pawnees  were  the 
most  warlike,  and  the  history  of  the  Poncas  is 
probably  the  most  interesting.  In  their  report  of 
their  famous  exploration  of  the  Missouri  River, 
Lewis  and  Clarke  refer  to  Poncas  or  Poncars  as  ' '  the 
remnant  of  a  nation  once  respectable  in  point  of 
numbers.  They  formerly  resided  on  a  branch  of 
the  Red  River  of  Lake  Winnipeg.  Being  oppressed 
by  the  Sioux,  thej-  removed  to  the  west  side  of  the 
on  Poncar   River,   where  they  built  and 


fortified  a  village,  and  remained  for  some  years;  but 
being  pursued  by  their  ancient  enemy,  the  Sioux, 
they  have  joined  and  now  live  with  the  Mahas 
(Omahas),  whose  language  they  speak."  Their 
numbers  were  estimated  by  Lewis  and  Clarke  as  being 
only  about  200,  all  told;  but  this  small  estimate  is 
probably  to  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  at  the  time 
of  the  visit  of  the  famous  explorers,  the  tribe  was 
away  on  its  annual  buffalo  hunt,  and  their  village 
had  been  so  long  empty  and  quiet  that  a  buffalo 
was  found  grazing  there.  A  few  years  after  the 
visit  of  Lewis  and  Clarke,  the  population  of  the 
tribe  was  estimated  at  400,  and  in  a  census  of  the 
Indian  tribes,  taken  by  Gen.  Parters  in  1829,  their 
number  was  set  down  at  600.  The  great  artist  Cat- 
lin,  who  visited  them  a  few  years  later,  rated  them 
a  little  less.  He  gives  an  interesting  account  of  the 
chief  of  the  tribe,  named  Shoo-de-ga-cha  (smoke), 
and  his  young  and  pretty  wife,  Hee-la'h-dee  (the 
pure  fountain),  whose  portraits  he  painted.  He 
saj^s:  "The  chief,  who  was  wrapped  in  a  buffalo- 
robe,  is  a  noble  specimen  of  native  dignity  and 
philosophy'.  I  conversed  much  with  him,  and  from 
his  dignified  manners,  as  well  as  from  the  sound- 
ness of  his  reasoning,  I  became  fully  convinced  that 
he  desei-ves  to  be  the  sachem  of  a  more  numerous 
and  prosperous  tribe.      He  related  to  me  with  great 
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coolness  and  frankness  the  poverty  and  distress  of 
his  nation — and  with  the  method  of  a  philosopher 
predicted  the  certain  and  rapid  extinction  of  his 
tribe  which  he  had  not  the  power  to  avert."  The 
day  before  Catlin  arrived  at  the  village  this  old 
chief's  son,  the  young  Hongs-kay-de,  had  created  a 
great  sensation  among  the  members  of  the  tribe  b}- 
accomplishing  a  most  startling  amount  of  bigamj'  ,in 
a  single  day.  Being  the  chief's  son,  and  having 
been  presented  by  his  father  with  a  handsome  wig- 
wam and  nine  horses,  he  had  no  difficulty  whatever 
in  ingratiating  himself  into  the  good  gi-aces  of  the 
fathers  of  the  most  eligible  marriageable  daughters, 
and  he  had,  therefore,  offered  himself  to  and  been 
accepted  by  four  successive  fathers-in-law,  promis- 
ing to  each  of  them  two  horses,  and  enjoining  ujjon 
them  profound  secrecy  until  a  certain  hour,  when  he 
would  announcee  to  the  whole  tribe  that  he  Was  to 
be  married.  At  the  time  appointed  he  appeared, 
followed  by  some  of  his  young  friends  leading  eight 
horses.  Addressing  the  prospective  father-in-law 
who  stood  nearest  him,  with  his  daughter  by  his  side, 
he  said:  "You  promised  me  your  daughter;  here 
are  the  two  horses. "  A  great  hubbub  immediatelj' 
arose,  the  three  others  all  springing  forward,  angrj' 
and  perplexed,  claiming  his  promises  made  to  them. 
The  triumphant  young  savage  exclaimed:  "You 
have  all  now  acknowledged  your  engagements  to  me, 
and  must  fulfill  them.  Here  are  j'our  horses." 
There  was  nothing  more  to  be  said.  The  horses 
were  delivered,  and  Hongs-kay-de,  leading  two 
brides  in  each  hand,  walked  off  with  great  dignity 
to  his  wigwam.  This  was  an  affair  totallj-  unprece- 
dented in  the  annals  of  the  tribe,  and  it  produced 
an  impression  as  profound  as  it  could  have  done  in 
a  civilized  community,  though  of  a  different  char- 
acter— redounding  to  the  young  man's  credit  rather 
than  to  his  shame — marking  him  out  as  one  daring 
and  original  enough  to  be  a  "  Big  Medicine. "  Mr. 
Catlin  saj's  that  he  visited  the  bridal  wigwam  soon 
afterward,  and  saw  the  ' '  four  modest  little  wives 
seated  around  the  fire,  seeming  to  harmonize  very 
well. " 

The  treaty  relations  between  the  government  and 
the  Ponca  Indians  during  the  past  seventy-five  j-ears 
have   been   anj-thing   but   creditable  to  the  former. 


The  first  treaty  made  bj-  the  United  States  with  this 
small  tribe  of  gentle  and  p.eacea.ble  Indians  was  in 
1817,  and  was  simply  an  expression  of  peace  and 
friendship.  In  1825  another  treaty  was  made  in 
which  the  Poncas  admit  that  ' '  they  reside  within 
the  teiTitorial  limits  of  the  United  States,  acknowl- 
edge their  supremacy,  and  claim  their  protection.  ' 
They  also  admit  ' '  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 
regulate  all  trade  and  intercourse  with  them.".  The 
United  States,  on  their  part,  ' '  agree  to  receive  the 
Poncas  tribe  of  Indians  into  their  friendship  and 
under  then-  protection,  and  to  extend,  from  time  to 
time,  such  benefits  and  acts  of  kindness  as  may  be 
convenient,  and  seem  just  and  proper  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States."  After  this  there  is  lit- 
tle mention,  in  the  official  records  of  the  goverment, 
of  the  Poncas  for  thirty  j'ears.  Other  tribes  in  the 
upper  Missouri  region  were  so  troublesome  and 
aggressive  that  the  peaceable  Poncas  were  left  to 
shift  for  themselves  as  best  they  might.  In  1856, 
the  agent  of  the  Upper  Platte  mentions  incidentalh" 
that  the  lands  of  the  Poncas  were  fast  being  intruded 
upon  by  squatters;  and  in  1857  another  agent 
reports  having  met  a  band  of  Poncas  who  made 
complaint  that  all  the  Indians  on  the  river  were 
receiving  presents  while  they  were  overlooked ;  that 
the  men  from  the  steamboats  cut  their  trees  down ; 
and  that  the  white  settlers  were  taking  all  their 
lands.  In  1858,  another  treaty  was  signed  b\-  the 
Poncas,  in  which  they  jelinquished  all  the  lands 
occupied  and  claimed  by  them  except  small  portions 
on  which  the  government  proposed  to  colonize  and 
domesticate  them.  This  proceeding  was  deemed 
necessary  in  order  to  obtain  such  control  over  these 
Indians  as  to  prevent  their  interference  with  white 
settlements,  which  were  extending  rapidly.  From 
the  day  the  Poncas  signed  away  their  lands,  in  1858, 
their  real  troubles  began,  and  fx'om  that  jear,  the 
history  of  the  tribe  is  almost  an  unbroken  record  of 
miserj'  and  suffering.  The  government  failed  to 
keep  faith  with  them,  the  money  appropriated  for 
them  was  stolen  by  dishonest  agents  and  contractors, 
and  their  old  enemies,  the  Sioux,  robbed  them  of 
what  little  the  white  men  left  them,  stole  their 
ponies  and  killed  many  of  their  young  men.  A 
single  instance  will  serve  to  illustrate  the  long  story 
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of  outrage  upon  this  unoffending  tribe.  In  Decem- 
ber of  1863  a  party  of  Poncas,  consisting  of  four 
men,  six  women,  three  boys  and  two  girls,  return- 
ing from  a  visit  to  the  Omahas,  had  encamped  for 
the  night  about  twelve  miles  from  their  own  reserva- 
tion. In  the  night  a  party  of  soldiers  from  a  mili- 
tary post  on  the  Niobrara  River  came  to  their  camp, 
and  began  to  insult  the  squaws,  offering  money  with 
one  hand  and  presenting  a  revolver  with  the  other. 
The  Indians,  alarmed,  pulled  up  their  lodge  and 
escaped  to  a  copse  of  willows  near  by.  The  sol- 
diers fired  at  them  as  they  ran  away,  and  then 
proceeded  to  destroj-  all  tlieir  effects.  They  cut  the 
lodge  cover  to  pieces,  burnt  the  saddles  and  blankets, 
cut  open  sacks  of  beans,  corn  and  dried  pumpkins, 
and  strewed  their  contents  on  the  ground,  and  then 
went  away,  taking  with  them  a  skin  lodge-covering, 
beaver-skins,  buffalo-robes,  blankets,  guns,  and  all 
the  small  effects.  Earlj-  in  the  morning  the  Indians 
returned  with  their  ponies,  which  had  been  hidden 
in  the  willows,  picked  up  what  few  things  they 
could  find  and  started  for  home.  After  going  but  a 
comparatively  short  distance  they  were  again  discov- 
ered and  attacked  by  the  soldiers  who  fired  upon  them, 
wounding  one  woman  bj-  a  ball  in  her  thigh ;  an- 
other, with  a  child  on  her  back,  bj'  two  balls  through 
the  child's  thighs,  one  of  which  passed  through  the 
mother's  side.  These  women  were  fired  upon  as 
they  were  crossing  the  river  on  the  ice.  The  sol- 
diers then  took  possession  of  the  six  ponies  and  all 
the  articles  at  the  camp  and  left.  The  squaws  and 
children,  who  were  looking  for  beans,  were  half  a 
mile  below.  A  little  dog  belonging  to  them  barked 
and  revealed  their  hiding  place.  The  soldiers  imme- 
diately turned  on  them,  dismounted,  made  up  to 
them  and  deliberately  shot  them  dead  as  thej'  hud- 
dled helplessly  together — three  women  and  a  little 
girl.  One  of  the  boys  ran  for  the  river,  pursued  by 
the  soldiers.  On  reaching  the  river  he  dived  into 
the  water  through  a  hole  in  the  ice.  As  often  as  he 
lifted  his  head  the  soldiers  fired  at  him,  but  he 
finally  escaped.  One  of  the  murdered  women  had 
three  balls  in  her  head  and  cheek,  her  throat  cut, 
and  her  head  half  severed  by  a  sabre  thrust ;  another, 
the  j-oungest  woman,  had  her  cloth  shirt  taken  off 
and  carried   awaj',   and   all  her  other   clothes  torn 


from  her  bod}',  leaving  it  naked.  The  men  wlio 
perpetrated  this  outrage  belonged  to  Company  B,  of 
tlie  Seventh  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  it  is  quite  needless 
to  remark  that  they  were  never  brought  to  justice. 
In  1876-,  the  government  decided  to  remove  the 
Poncas  to  the  Indian  Territory.  By  this  time  the 
Poncas  had  acquired  many  of  the  arts  of  civiliza- 
tion. The}'  had  comfortable  homes,  well-tilled 
farms  and  supported  a  school.  It  was  hard  for 
them  to  leave  the  homes  where  they  had  lived  for  so 
many  years,  especially  as  thej'  could  not  understand 
why  the}'  should  lie  compelled  to  go.  A  number 
of  chiefs  visited  the  lands  in  the  Indian  Territory 
and  found  them  so  cheerless  and  so  sterile  that  they 
protested  vigorously  against  the  proposed  removal, 
but  all  in  vain.  They  were  forcibly  removed  from 
their  homes  by  the  soldiers,  and  compelled  to  march 
to  the  Indian  Territory,  where  they  lived  most  un- 
happil}-.  Finally  Standing  Bear  and  thirty  of  his 
people  ran  away  fi-om  the  Indian  Territory,  and  after 
a  long  weary  foot  joui-ney  of  three  months  reached 
their  old  friends  on  the  Omaha  reservation.  They 
were  again  arrested.  Standing  Bear,  in  his  nan-a- 
tive  of  the  sufferings  of  his  tribe,  says:  "Half  of  us 
were  sick.  We  would  rather  have  died  than  have 
lieen  carried  back;  but  we  could  not  help  ourselves. " 
But  help  did  reach  them  from  an  unexpected  source. 
The  news  of  their  arrest  roused  no  little  excitement 
in  Omaha.  At  the  request  of  an  Omaha  editor,  Mr. 
T.  H.  Tibbies,  two  prominent  attorneys,  A.  J.  Pop- 
pleton  and  John  L.  Webster,  applied  for  a  wi-it  of 
habeas  corpus.  Standing  Bear  and  his  people  were 
brought  before  Judge  Elmer  S.  Dundy,  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  District  Court.  The  case  attracted 
National  attention.  It  was  argued  eloquently  and 
ably  by  G-.  M.  Lambertson,  United  States  District 
Attorney,  on  the  one  side  and  by  Messrs.  Poppleton 
and  Webster  on  the  other.  Judge  Dundy  decided 
that  the  Indian  is  a  "person"  within  the  intent  and 
purpose  of  the  constitution,  and  released  the  pris- 
oners. The  result  of  the  ti-ial  attracted  general 
attention  through  the  East  and  much  sympathy  was 
manifested  for  the  unfortunate  Poncas.  They  were 
finally  restored  to  their  reservation,  where  they  still 
reside  in  peace  and  contentment. 

The  Pawnees  were  probably  the  largest  and  most 
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powerful  Indian  nation  tliat  lived  in  Nebraska  pre- 
vious to  the  advent  of  the  white  men.  When  Louis 
and  Clarke  visited  the  Platte  country  thej-  found  the 
Pawnees  living  on  the  south  side  of  the  Platte  River, 
forty-five  miles  above  its  mouth.  There  were  four 
branches  of  the  tribe  at  that  time — the  Pawnees 
proper,  consisting  of  five  hundred  men  with  their 
families,  the  Republican  Pawnees,  so  named  from 
their  having  lived  on  the  Republican  branch  of  the 
Kansas  River,  whence  they  emigrated  to  join  the 
principal  band  on  the  Platte.  They  numbered  about 
250,  exclusive  of  women  and  chikb-en.  The  third 
was  the  Pawnee  Loups,  or  Wolf  Pawnees,  who  re- 
sided on  the  Wolf  Fork  of  the  Platte  River  nearlj'  a 
hundred  miles  from  the  main  branch  of  the  tribe. 
These  numbered  280  men.  The  fourth  band  for- 
merly resided  far  south  of  Nebraska,  but  in  their 
wars  with  their  enemies  they  were  so  often  defeated 
that  they  were  compelled  to  move  northward  to  a 
land  where  they  could  be  at  peace.  The  four  tribes 
soon  after  the  visit  of  Lewis  and  Clarke  in  1804, 
formed  a  confederation  and  became  practically  one 
ti-ibe.  In  1834  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  all 
their  lands  south  of  the  Platte  River.  By  another 
treaty,  in  1848,  they  relinquished  still  another  part 
of  their  lands,  and  by  a  subsequent  treaty  made  in 
1857,  after  the  organization  of  Nebraska  Territory, 
they  gave  up  all  their  lands  and  settled  upon  a 
reservation  of  288,000  acres  of  land  in  the  Loup 
Valley.  .  Here  they  resided  until  1874,  when  they 
consented  to  a  removal  to  the  Indian  Territory, 
where  they  still  reside. 

The  Otoes,  another  small  tribe  found  iu  Ne- 
braska by  Lewis  and  Clarke,  were  spoken  of  as  the 
remnant  of  .a  once  powerful  nation.  Their  home 
was  originally  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri, 
about  thirty  miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Platte 
River.  They  were  of  a  wandering  disposition,  in 
frequently  moving  from  point  to  point.  At  one 
time  their  village  was  located  upon  the  present  site 
of  the  city  of  Omaha  and  at  another  time  near  the 
present  site  of  Nebraska  City.  Their  first  treaty 
with  the  government  was  made  in  1834,  by  which 
they  ceded  to  the  United  States  a  large  portion  of 
the  lands  they  had  hitherto  claimed  as  their  own. 
Again,  in  1854,  they  ceded  to  the  United  States  all 


their  lands,  taking  in  lieu  thereof  a  reservation  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  State,  a  portion  of 
which  they  still  occupy. 

The  Omaha  Indians  formerly  resided  north  of 
the  Missouri  River,  in  Dakota;  but  being  constantly 
harrassed  by  the  Sioux  they  moved  into  Nebraska  in 
the  earl}'  part  of  the  present  century.  When  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska  was  organized  the  Omahas 
claimed  as  their  territory  the  lands  west  and  south 
of  the  Missouri  and  adjoining  it,  and  north  of  the 
Platte  River.  In  1854  this  land  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  the  Omahas  removing  to  a  reserva- 
tion of  345,000  acres  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  State. 

The  Sioux  tribes  more  properly  belonged  to 
Iowa  and  Dakota;  but  in  the  early  part  of  the  pres- 
ent century  they  overran  the  Nebraska  counti-y,  and 
for  many  years  claimed  all  that  part  of  the  State 
lying  south  of  the  Platte  River  as  their  hunting 
grounds.  They  were  the  most  warlike  of  all  the 
western  Indians  and  were  constantly  at  war  with 
their  neighboring  tribes.  The  Pawnees  were  their 
deadliest  enemies,  and  the  two  tribes  were  almost 
constantly  at  war.  The  supremacy  of  the  Pawnees 
was  finally  settled  in  1832  b}'  one  of  the  most  des- 
perate encounters  ever  recorded  in  the  annals  of  In- 
dian warfare.  The  battle  was  fought  near  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Big  Sandy  and  Little  Blue  River,  within 
the  present  limits  of  Jeflferson  County.  According 
to  the  best  accounts,  16,000  savages  participated  in 
the  conflict.  The  Pawnees  were  under  the  command 
of  the  chief  Tac-po-ha-na,  while  the  Sioux  were  led 
by  Oco-no-me-woe,  of  whom  it  is  claimed  the  cele- 
brated Sioux  chief.  Sitting  Bull,  is  a  lineal  descen- 
dant. The  struggle  for  supremacy  lasted  for  three 
days  and  the  Sioux  were  completely  worsted,  losing 
over  3, 000  men.  The  Pawnees  sustained  a  loss  of 
2,000  men.  The  stor}-  of  this  most  remai'kable  con- 
flict was  told  in  1870  by  an  aged  French  trader 
named  Mont  Crevie,  one  of  the  numerous  agents  of 
the  American  Fur  Company,  who  were  scattered  all 
over  the  western  plains. 

From  the  time  Nebraska  was  formally  thrown 
open  to  settlement  until  the  white  settlers  became  so 
numerous  as  to  be  formidable,  the  Indians,  and 
especiall}'  the  Pawnees,  were  exceedingly  trouble- 
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some.  Their  depredations,  however,  consisted  mostl}- 
of  petty  thiever}',  with  an  occasional  murder  and 
outraoe.  The  only  serious  uprising  of  Indians  in 
Nebraslva,  since  the  organization  of  the  Territorj-, 
occurred  in  1864.  A  number  of  causes  have  been 
assigned  for  this  uprising;  but  it  is  probable  that 
the  Indians  liad  been  nursing  the  accumulated  griev- 
ances (if  years,  until  their  auger  had  been  fully 
arousi'd  to  a  formidable  outbreak.  Their  plans  in- 
cluded nothing  less  than  the  complete  extermination 
of  the  white  settlers  along  the  trails  from  the 
western  to  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  The  up- 
rising was  planned  with  a  skill  and  cunning  known 
only  to  the  savage  breast.  For  two  years  the  prep- 
arations went  on.  Every  Sioux  and  Pawnee  Indian 
was  well  armed  with  the  most  approved  modern 
weapon,  and  for  a  time  it  was  believed  that  these 
arms  were  secretly  supplied  by  the  agents  of  the 
Confederate  government,  and  that  the  great  out- 
break was  instigated  by  these  emissaries  of  seces- 
sion. But,  whether  this  was  the  case  or  not,  it  is 
needless  to  say  that  but  little  credence  has  ever  been 
paid  to  the  story.  A  party  of  Indians  had  been  de- 
tailed to  attack  every  settlement  along  the  Fremont 
trails  for  a  distance  of  two  hundred  miles.  The 
morning  of  Sunday,  August  7,  1864,  had  been 
selected  as  the  day  for  the  assault  along  the  entire 
line,  and  on  that  day  the  assault  was  made  simul- 
taneously according  to  program.  The  first  mas- 
sacre  reported   was   at   Plumb    Creek,    in   Dawson 


County,  where  eleven  settlers  were  murdered  in 
cold  blood.  Plum  Creek  was  a  telegraph  station, 
and  the  operator,  divining  at  once  that  the  threats 
ened  outbreak  had  come,  immediately  flashed  the 
news  along  the  line,  giving  warning  of  the  danger. 
The  existence  of  the  telegraph  line,  together  with 
the  fact  that  the  Plum  Creek  massacre  occurred 
earlier  in  the  day  than  any  of  the  others  contem- 
plated, saved  the  lives  of  many  settlers  who  took 
measures  to  protect  themselves  upon  receipt  of  the 
warning.  A  stampede  of  settlers  to  the  eastern 
part  of  the  State  at  once  commenced.  Nearlj'  every 
settlement  in  the  valley  was  abandoned,  the  settlers 
pushing  for  the  Missouri  River  in  order  to  escape 
destruction.  The  government  threw  all  available 
troops  in  the  west  into  the  Platte  Valley  and  after 
three  weeks  of  arduous  work,  in  which  many  In- 
dians as  well  as  soldiers  lost  their  lives,  the  upris- 
ing was  quelled.  The  majority  of  the  settlers  ven- 
tured back  to  the  homes  they  had  abandoned  with 
so  much  precipitation,  and  peace  once  more  reigned 
along  the  Platte. 

The  uprising  of  1864  was  the  last  serious  dis- 
turbance raised  by  the  Indians  in  Nebraska.  Since 
that  time  a  number  of  "  scares  "  have  occun-ed;  but 
these  instances  are  hardly  of  suflBcient  importance 
to  be  worthy  of  especial  mention.  They  will  be 
ti'eated  of  fully  in  the  history  of  the  counties,  where 
they  are  chiefly  interesting  by  reason  of  their  local 
associations. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


The  Settlement  of  the  Territory — Population  op  Nebraska  at  the  Formation  op  the  Territory — The 
Earliest  Visits  of  the   Wihte   Men — The   Trading   Post   and    Settlement   at   Bellevtje — Col. 
Peter  A.  Sarpy — The  Mormon  Settlement  at  Florence — First  Attempts  to  found  the 
City  of  Omaha — The  Settlement  of  Douglas  County^ — Col.    John   Boulwabe — 
The  Settlement  at  St.  Deroin — The  Founding  op  Brownville — Early- 
History'  of  Douglas  County — Stephen  Story  and  His    Settle- 
ment  IN   Richardson  County. 


Hail,  memory,  hail !   In  thy  exhaustless  mine 
From  age  to  age  unnumbered  treasures  shine! 
Thought  and  her  shadowy  brood  thy  call  obey. 
And  place  and  time  are  subject  to  thy   sway. — Rorjers. 


.N   the   SOth  of  May,   1854, 
when  President  Pierce  affixed 
his  signature  to  the  Kansas- 
Nebraska  bill,  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska  gave  but  little 
promise  of  the  great  State  of 
to-day.      The  white  popula- 
tion of  the  Territory  at  that  time  was 
less  than  3,000  souls,  scattered  among 
the   little   settlements     at     Bellevue, 
Omaha,  Brownville  and  other  places 
along  the  Missouri  bottoms. 

The  oldest  settlements  in  Nebraska 
were  made  within  the  present  bound- 
aries of  Sarpy  county.  Lewis  and 
Clarke,  in  their  famous  expedition  in  search  of 
the  headwaters  of  the  Missouri  River,  explored 
that  part  of  Nebraska  lying  immediately  adjacent 
to  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  River,  in  July  1804, 
and  camped  for  some  time  near  the  present  site 
of  Bellevue.  In  1805,  the  same  spot  was  visited 
by  Manuel  Lisa,  a  Spanish  adventurer,  who  had 
doubtless  been  attracted  to  the  region  more  from 
curiosity  than  from  any  more  practical  incentive. 
It  was  not,  however,  until  1810,  that  a  permanent 


settlement  was  attempted  in  Nebraska.  In  that 
year  the  American  Fur  Company,  organized  and 
controlled  by  the  genius  of  John  Jacob  Astor,  estab- 
lished a  trading-post  at  Bellevue,  and  placed  a 
French-Canadian  by  the  name  of  Francis  Deroin  in 
charge.  Deroin  was  soon  aftei-wards  succeeded  by 
a  fellow-countryman  named  Joseph  Roubidoux,  who 
held  the  position  until  1816,  when  he  was  in  turn 
succeeded  bj-  John  Carbanne.  The  latter  agent 
remained  until  1823,  when  he  was  relieved  by  Peter 
Sarpy,  a  man  whose  name  is  inseparably  linked 
with  the  early  histoiy  of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska. 
He  was  a  splendid  specimen  of  the  hardy  race  of 
pioneers  who  have  at  the  present  day  almost  entirely 
disappeared.  He  possessed  all  the  hardihood,  all 
the  braveiy,  all  the  endurance,  necessary  for  a  life 
on  the  ragged  edge  of  civilization.  At  the  time  of 
the  formation  of  the  Territory,  Peter  Sarpy  was 
described  as  being  about  fifty-five  years  of  age, 
rather  below  the  medium  in  height,  with  black  hair, 
dark  complexion,  well-knit  and  compact  features 
and  a  heavy  beard  that  had  scorned  the  razor's  edge 
for  many  years.  His  manner  was  commanding,  his 
address  fluent,  and,  in  the  presence  of  the  opposite 
sex,  he  was  polished  and  refined.      He  preferred  the 
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freedom  of  the  western  plains  to  the  gaiety  and 
refinement  of  the  more  civilized  life  of  the  East,  and 
was  never  happier  than  when  visiting  the  rude  wig- 
wams of  the  Indians  encamped  around  the  old  trad- 
ing-post. Such  was  the  appearance  and  character- 
istics of  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  of  Nebraska.  In 
the  same  year  that  Peter  Sarpy  arrived  at  Brllcvue 
the  Indian  agency,  which  had  previously  licin  li.rnlfd 
at  Fort  Calhoun,  within  the  present  limits  nf  Wash- 
ington County,  was  also  removed  to  Bellevue,  mak- 
ing the  place  the  most  important  settlement  in  the 
Territory.  The  trading  post  drew  all  the  fur  trap- 
pers, traders  and  Indians  for  hundreds  of  miles 
around,  and  in  certain  seasons  of  the  year  Bellevue 
presented  an  exceedinglj'  lively  and  animated  appear- 
ance. The  affairs  of  the  little  settlement  pursued 
the  even  tenor  of  their  ways  until  18-16,  when  it 
received  new  accessions.  A  representative  of  the 
Presbyterian  Board  of  ^Missions,  in  the  person  of 
Rev.  Edward  McKinnej',  visited  Bellevue  in  that 
year,  and  decided  to  establish  a  mission  at  that 
point.  The  mission  was  duly  established,  a  school 
house  ei-ected,  and  D.  E.  Reed  placed  in  charge. 
Mr.  Reed  was  another  early  pioneer  who  was  proni- 
inentlj-  associated  with  the  settlement  of  Nebraska. 
He  was  the  first  school  teacher,  the  first  regularly- 
appointed  postmaster,  and  the  first  editor  in  the 
new  TeiTitory. 

Up  to  the  year  1852  the  settlement  at  Bellevue 
had  alwaj-s  been  known  as  Council  Bluffs.  Tliis 
name  was  not,  however,  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
settlers,  and  in  that  year  steps  were  taken  to  form  a 
company  and  lay  out  a  town.  It  was  not  until 
February-  9,  1854,  however,  that  the  town  companj' 
was  foi-mally  organized  and  the  settlement  given  the 
name  of  Bellevue.  The  original  incorporators  of 
the  town  of  Bellevue  were  Peter  Sarpy.  Stc|ilicn 
Decatur,  Hiram  Bennett,  George  NciJiici-.  Willi^nn 
R.  English,  James  M.  Galeswood,  Georg<' P.  Fuiiicr, 
P.  J.  McMahon,  A.  W.  HoUlster  and  C.  A.  Ford. 
The  first  postoflice  in  Nebraska  Territory  was  estab- 
lished at  Bellevue  in  1849,  but  it  was  not  until  1855, 
nearly  a  year  after  the  Territory  had  been  formally 
erected  and  thrown  open  to  settlement,  that  a  regu- 
lar postmaster,  Mr.  D.  E.  Reed,  was  officially 
appointed. 


At  the  time  of  the  organization  of  Nebraska, 
Bellevue  was  the  ludst  iinpoiiaiit  settlement  in  the 
Territory,  and  would  liavc  uihlnnliicdly  lieen  selected 
as  the  capital  but  for  tiic  strange  perversity  of  one 
man.  In  October,  1853,  Gov.  Burt  and  Secretary 
Cuming,  the  Territorial  officers  appointed  bj'  Presi- 
dent Pierce,  arrived  at  Bellevue  for  the  ijuipusc  of 
setting  up  the  Territorial  goveruiiieni.  i'.y  an  in- 
scrutable dispensation  of  all-wise  i'mvideuee  (iov. 
Burt  died  after  having  resided  in  Nebraska  but  ten 
days.  Secretary  Cuming,  who  assumed  the  duties 
of  governor  until  a  successor  to  Mr.  Burt  could  be 
regularly  appointed,  proposed  to  locate  the  capital 
of  the  new  Territory  at  Bellevue,  providing  100 
acres  of  land  were  donated  to  the  future  State. 
Rev.  Mr.  Hamilton,  superintendent  of  the  Presby- 
terian mission,  which  controlled  the  town  site  of 
Bellevue,  as  well  as  the  lands  immediately  surround- 
ing the  town,  declined  to  donate  the  land  asked  for, 
and  in  consequence  Omaha  became  the  first  capital 
of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska. 

In  1819  the  government  located  a  military  post 
within  the  present  limits  of  Washington  County. 
The  post  was  then  called  Fort  Atkinson,  but  after- 
ward this  name  was  changed  to  Fort  Calhoun.  It 
stood  on  the  spot  where  Lewis  and  Clarke  held  their 
famous  council  with  the  chiefs  of  the  Otoe  and 
Missouri  Indians. 

Next  to  Peter  Sarpj",  John  Boulware  is  believed 
to  be  the  first  white  man  to  attempt  a  settlement  in 
the  yet  unorganized  Territory  of  Nebraska.  He 
established  himself  at  Fort  Calhoun  in  1826  and 
resided  there  for  many  years.  In  1846  he  estab- 
lished, or  rather,  was  placed  In  charge  of  a  govern- 
ment ferry,  at  Fort  Kearney,  at  the  present  site  of 
Nebraska  City.  The  fort  was  used  as  a  military 
post  by  the  government  until  1848,  when  it  was 
abandoned  and  the  garrison  removed  to  new  Fort 
Kearney.  The  American  Fur  Company  also  estab- 
lished a  trading  post  at  old  Fort  Kearney  in  184G  or 
1847,  and  continued  it  until  1854. 

A  trading  post  was  esiaMished  at  St.  Deroin,  in 
the  southern  part  of  Nemaha  ('. unity,  in  1853,  and 
a  town  laid  out.  Rcilieit  llawke,  afterward  a  prom- 
inent merchant  of  Nebraska  City,  opened  a  small 
store  at  this  point  in  that  year.      In   1854  Richard 
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Browu  came  to  Nemaha  County,  and  located  on  the 
spot  where  Brownville  now  stands. 

Next  to  the  settlement  at  Bellevue,  the  most  im- 
portant settlement  made  in  Nebraska,  previous  to 
the  formation  of  the  Ten-itory,  was  made  within  the 
present  confines  of  Douglas  County.  The  first  set^ 
tlement  at  Omaha  was  not  made  until  1852  or  1854; 
but  previous  to  this  time  the  Mormons  in  large  num- 
bers had  found  a  temporary  residing  place  near  that 
city.  In  1844  the  Mormons  were  driven  from  Illi- 
nois. The  higher  civilization  of  the  East  declined 
to  tolerate  their  peculiar  religious  beliefs,  and  they 
pushed  westward  toward  the  setting  sun  in  hopes  of 
finding  some  place  where  they  could  live  up  to  the 
tenets  of  their  religion  without  fear  of  molestation. 
Thej'  crossed  the  Mississippi,  wended  their  way 
through  the  broad  State  of  Iowa,  and  crossed  the 
Missouri.  Here,  on  the  extreme  western  limit  of 
civilization,  they  believed  they  might  rest  in  peace. 
A  colony  was  located  upon  or  very  near  the  present 
site  of  Florence.  Here  the  Mormons  built  quite  a 
city,  with  residences,  stores,  and  a  place  of  worship. 
The  land  surrounding  the  settlement  was  cultivated, 
and  within  a  short  time  fully  10,000  disciples  of 
Joseph  Smith  were  settled  in  and  around  Florence. 
The  Mormons,  however,  were  not  destined  to  become 
important  factors  in  the  developement  of  the  new 
Ten-itory.  In  1850  Brigham  Young  had  taken  a 
band  of  pioneers  across  the  plains,  over  the  Rockies, 
to  the  valley  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  where  he 
founded  the  citj^  that  has  become  known  throughout 
the  civilized  world  as  the  one  plague  spot  upon  the 
map  of  the  United  States.  As  soon  as  it  was  deter- 
mined to  make  Salt  Lake  City  the  metropolis  of  a 
new  Territory,  where  the  disciples  of  Smith  could 
practice  their  peculiar  teachings,  the  Mormons  all 
over  the  East  prepared  to  emigrate  to  the  modern 
Zion.  In  1851  the  Mormons  at  Florence  abandoned 
their  homes  and  farms,  took  up  their  journey  west- 
ward, and  the  place  that  had  known  them  for  six  or 
seven  years  knew  them  no  longer. 

After  the  Mormon  hegira  thei-e  is  no  definite 
record  of  anj-  permanent  settlements  in  Douglas 
County  for  several  years.  The  city  of  Council 
Bluffs,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  had,  in 
1853,  become  quite  a  city,  with  2,000  inhabitants. 


In  June,  1853,  William  D.  Brown  established  a 
ferry  between  Council  Bluffs  and  the  Nebraska  side, 
and  made  several  explorations  along  the  river  bot- 
toms. In  the  same  month  a  company  was  organ- 
ized for  the  purpose  of  locating  a  town  opposite 
Council  Bluffs  and  operating  a  steam  ferry-boat  be- 
tween the  two  points.  The  company  was  composed 
of  William  D.  Brown,  Joseph  Street,  Jesse  Wil- 
liams and  Enos  Lowe.  These  gentlemen  visited  the 
site  of  the  proposed  city  of  Omaha  several  times, 
made  friends  with  the  Indians  and  "squatted"  on 
several  claims.  Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Indian 
title  to  the  land  had  not  yet  been  extinguished,  no 
attempt  was  made  to  make  a  complete  settlement. 
In  the  meantime,  A.  D.  Jones,  a  surveyor  living  in 
Council  Bluffs,  had  crossed  the  river  to  Nebraska 
and,  with  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  settled  upon  a 
claim  which  he  proposed  to  occupy  as  soon  as  the 
Territory  was  thrown  open  to  settlement.  Nothing 
further  was  done  in  the  way  of  settling  Douglas 
Countj^  until  the  following  year. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1854,  as  soon  as  it  be- 
came apparent  that  the  Territory  would  be  formally 
organized  and  thrown  open  to  settlement,  a  number 
of  men  crossed  the  river  from  Council  Bluffs  and 
took  up  claims.  Among  these  the  names  of  the 
following  have  been  preserved:  A.  D.  Jones,  J.  E. 
Johnson,  Robert  B.  Whitted,  William  Clancy,  Jef- 
fiy  Brothers,  J.  C.  Reeves,  James  Hlckey,  Benja- 
min Leonard,  A.  R.  Gilmore,  C.  H.  Downs,  W.  P. 
Snowden,  0.  B.  Seldon,  J.  W.  Paddock,  William 
Gray,  John  Withnell,  George  L.  Miller,  A.  J.  Pop- 
pleton,  Loran  Miller,  J.  G.  Megeath,  A.  B.  Moore, 
O.  D.  Richardson.  There  were  others  who  came 
about  the  same  time,  and  these,  with  the  ones  named 
above,  were  the  first  hona-fide  settlers  of  Douglas 
County.  They  were  typical  specimens  of  the  pio- 
neers who  laid  the  foundation  for  the  magnificent 
city  of  Omaha  and  State  of  Nebraska.  They  went 
about  the  work  of  building  a  town  with  commend- 
able zeal  and  earnestness.  Dwelling  houses,  stores 
and  shops  were  commenced  and  places  of  business 
opened.  The  first  building  was  completed  by  A.  D. 
Jones  on  May  28,  1854,  just  two  days  before  Presi- 
dent Pierce  signed  the  Kansas-Nebraska  bill.  A 
town  site  was  selected,  surveyed  and  platted,  and 
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the  new  city  named  ''Omaha."  The  histon-  of 
Omaha  and  Douglas  County  would  of  itself  fill  a 
large  volume;  but  as  it  is  the  purpose  in  these  pages, 
and  especiallj-  in  this  chapter,  to  give  merelj'  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  history  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  no 
effort  will  be  made  to  follow  up  the  history  of  sin- 
gle counties  not  included  in  the  scope  of  the  main 
body  of  the  work. 

Still  another  early  settlement  in  Nebraska,  pre- 
vious to  the  organization  of  the  Territory,  was  made 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  River,  within  the  present 
limits  of  Cass  County.  In  the  spring  of  1853,  Sam- 
uel Martin,  having  first  obtained  the  necessary  per- 
mission from  the  government  to  establish  a  trading 
post  in  the  Platte  country,  crossed  the  river  fi-om 
Iowa  and  erected  a  two-story  building  at  a  point  on 
the  south  branch  of  the  Platte  River,  near  its  mouth, 
where  the  city  of  Plattsmouth  now  stands.  This 
was  the  first  building  erected  b3'  a  white  man  in 
Cass  County,  previous  to  the  organization  of  the 
TeiTitory.  In  June,  1854,  as  soon  as  the  news  of 
the  final  opening  of  the  Territor}*  had  been  received, 
a  large  number  of  settlers  crossed  the  Missouri 
River  from  Iowa  and  staked  out  claims.  The 
largest  settlement  was  made  at  Plattsmouth,  and 
in  1856,  two  years  after  the  Territory  had  been 
organized,  Cass  Coanty  contained  a  population  of 
1,251. 

Another  Nebraska  pioneer,  whose  name  is  worthy 
of  especial  prominence  in  the  pre-Territorial  history 
of  Nebraska,  was  Stephen  Story,  who  settled  in 
Richardson  County  in  1844.  Although  born  in 
Vermont,  Story  was  taken  to  Canada  by  his  parents 


when  but  two  years  of  age,  where  he  lived  until  he 
was  twenty-one.  In  Canada  he  fell  in  with  a  class 
of  j'oung  men  whose  adventurous  spirit  led  them  to 
adopt  the  lives  of  lumbermen,  traders  and  trappers. 
Young  Story  joined  a  party  of  kindred  spirits  and 
all  came  to  the  West.  He  wandered  up  and  down 
the  Missouri  Valley  and  finally  settled  in  Richard- 
son County,  in  1844.  But  the  Indians  made  mat^ 
ters  decidedly  unpleasant  for  him  and  he  was  com- 
pelled to  leave.  He  joined  the  army  and  served  in 
the  Mexican  War,  after  which  he  drifted  to  Califor- 
nia. In  1850,  after  working  in  the  gold  mines  of 
the  Golden  State  for  a  year,  he  turned  his  face  to 
the  plains  and  again  settled  down  in  Richardson 
County,  this  time  permanently.  He  lived  upon  a 
farm  for  a  number  of  years  and  started  the  town  of 
St.  Stephen.  He  was  a  prominent  figure  in  Rich- 
ardson County  until  the  day  of  his  death,  which 
occurred  on  January  27,  1882. 

Two  other  well-known  pioneers  were  Charles 
Martin  and  F.  X.  Dupuis,  both  of  whom  settled  in 
Richardson  County  previous  to  the  formation  of  the 
Territory.  Both  had  been  trappers  and  hunters, 
and  both  had  passed  through  all  the  sti-ange  vicissi- 
tudes of  a  life  on  the  plains. 

In  the  foregoing  pages  of  this  chapter  has  been 
given  a  brief  sketch  of  the  settlement  of  the  Tem- 
tory  previous  to  its  formation.  When  Gov.  Burt 
arrived  in  Nebraska  to  assume  the  duties  of  gov- 
ernor of  the  new  Territorj-,  he  found  well-established 
settlements  at  Omaha,  Bellevue  and  Plattsmouth, 
with  a  number  of  smaller  communities  scattered 
along  the  Missouri  River  bottoms. 


-f^ 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


CHAPTER  lY. 


The    Fokjiatiox   of   the    Terkitory— Othek    Tekkitories    Admitted— Calls   for    the    Formation   op   the 
"Platte  Country" — First  Attempt  to  Erect  the  Territory-  of  Nebraska — A  Kesume  of  Polit- 
ical  Events   Leading   to  the    Opposition    to  the   Erection   of   Nebraska — The   Mis- 
souri  Comprojiise — Second   Attempt    to  Form  the   Territory-  of  Nebraska — 
Opposition   of    Southern     Senators— The    Slavery    Issue— Senator 
Douglas  Introduces  the  Kansas-Nebraska  Bill — Its  Oppo- 
sition AND  Final  Passage. 


■t.;;. 


'Set  all  things  In  their 
And  know  that  order 


T  has  been  shown  in  the 
preceding  chapter  how 
Louisiana  became  a  part  of 
the  domain  of  the  United 
States.  When  the  United 
States  tooli  formal  posses- 
sion, Louisiana  contained 
than   500   white  inhabitants;   but 


tide  of  immigration  was  already 
s\M"eping  westward,  and  in  1810  the 
(onsus  showed  a  total  population  of 
]  0(j2  The  influx  of  English-speaking 
inhabitants  steadily  continued,  and  be- 
foie  main  years  the  struggling  settle- 
ments enlarged  into  Ten-itories,  and  the 
Territories  were  soon  clamoring  for  the 
dignity  of  Statehood.  Previous  to  the 
year  1850,  the  States  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Mis- 
souri and  Iowa  had  been  carved  out  of  the  original 
Territory  of  Louisiana.  West  and  northwest  of 
these  States  lay  a  vast,  unorganized  territory,  with 
no  form  of  government  whatever.  '  It  was  pre-emin- 
ently the  home  of  the  Indian.  Immense  herds  of 
buffalo  grazed  undisturbed  on  the  prairies,  and  the 
entire  region  was  as  free  from  the  civilizing  restraints 
of  the  white  man  as  when  Columbus  first  sighted 


own  pecuhar  place, 
is  tlio  greatest  grace." 

the  palmetto  trees  of  the  West  Indies.  But  a  terri- 
toiy  so  vast,  so  fertile,  and  so  well  adapted  to  the 
wants  of  man,  was  not  to  be  left  unoccupied.  The 
gold  excitement  in  California  in  1849  had  impelled 
an  immense  throng  of  adventurers  to  cross  the 
plains  in  search  of  the  treasure  fields  beyond  the 
Rockies.  The  route  of  the  emigrants  lay  along  the 
Platte  River,  across  the  entire  length  of  the  present 
State  of  Nebraska.  The  whole  region  was  then 
known  as  the  "Platte  Country,"  and  it  soon  became 
known  that  it  embraced  lands  of  the  greatest  value 
to  the  settler. 

There  had  been  calls  for  a  Territorial  organ- 
ization for  the  "  Platte  country"  as  early  as  1850, 
and  in  the  first  session  of  the  XXXIId  Congress, 
which  assembled  at  Washington  in  the  winter  of 
1851-52,  petitions  were  presented  asking  for  the 
formation  of  a  new  Territory  west  of  the  Missouri 
River.  No  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  the  mat- 
ter in  that  session;  but  in  the  next  session,  Mr. 
Willard  P.  Hall,  a  representative  from  the  State  of 
Missouri,  offered  a  bill  which  had  for  its  object  the 
organization  of  the  ' '  Territory  of  Platte. "  This 
bill  was  introduced  on  December  13,  1852,  and 
was  refen-ed  to  the  committee  on  Ten-itories.  On 
February  2,  1853,  Representative  William  A.  Rich- 
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ardson,  from  that  committee,  reported  a  bill  provid- 
ing for  the  organization  of  the  '  •  Territorj-  of 
Nebraska."  This  bi!U  it  will  be  understood,  in- 
cluded all  the  territory  now  comprised  in  the  States 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas.  When  the  l>ill  came  up 
for  consideration  in  the  committee  of  the  whole,  it 
was  the  signal  for  a  bitter  and  formidable  opposi- 
tion from  the  Southern  members.  After  a  violent 
discussion,  the  committee  rose  with  a  recommend;i- 
tion  that  the  liill  be  rejected;  but  the  House  passed 
the  bill  on  February  10.  1853.  by  a  vote  of  08 
to  43. 

From  the  H(.)use  the  bill  went  to  the  Senate, 
where  its  opponents  were  already  organized  for  its 
defeat.  Reaching  the  Senate  on  February  11,  it 
was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Territories. 
Stephen  A.  Douglas,  whose  name  is  inseparably 
linked  with  the  history  of  Nebraska,  was  chairman 
of  this  committee.  On  March  2  (being  the  last 
day  but  one  of  the  session),  a  motion  to  take  up  the 
Nel)raska  liill  for  consideration  was  defeated,  by  a 
vdtc  <>t  I'.'t  to  'H*.  Another  attempt  to  get  the  bill 
lii'l'dic  the  Si'iiatc  mi  the  last  day  of  the  session  was 
defeated  and  the  bill  itself  laid  upon  the  table. 
Thus,  the  first  attempt  to  erect  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska was  unsuccessful. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place  here  to  give  a  l)rief 
resume  of  the  political  events  which  combined  to 
cause  so  determined  an  opposition  to  the  formation 
of  the  Territory  of  Nebraska.  That  opposition  had 
been  forming  in  the  minds  of  the  people  of  the  South 
for  fort}-  years,  and  the  implacable  hostility  of  the 
Southern  people  to  the  formation  of  the  Territories 
of  Nebraska  and  Kansas,  form  one  of  the  most 
prominent  of  the  causes  of  the  War  of  the  Re- 
bellion. 

The  first  ojjposition  to  the  admission  of  a  slave 
State  occurreil  in  1811,  when  Louisiana  knocked 
at  the  doors  of  Congress  and  demanded  admission 
into  the  Union.  The  opposition  to  the  admission 
of  Louisiana  was  not  grounded  so  much  upon 
the  fact  that  it  would  increase  the  power  of  the 
sla\-e  holders,  as  upon  the  alleged  violation  of  the 
constitution  in  forming  a  State  out  of  a  Territory 
not  included  in  the  original  government  of  the 
Union.      The    opposition   centered  in  the  person  of 


Joseph  Quincj,  and  in  the  light  of  subsequent 
events,  his  threats  of  dissolving  the  Union  read 
strangely  enough.  He  declared  that  if  Louisiana 
were  admitted,  ' '  the  bonds  of  the  Union  were  vir- 
tually dissolved;  that  the  States  which  compose  it  are 
free  from  their  moral  obligations;  and  that  as  it  will 
the  right  of  all,  so  it  will  be  the  dutj-  of  some  to 
prepare  definitely  for  a  separation,  amicably  if  they 
can,  violently  if  they  must. "  He  maintained  that 
' '  there  was  no  authority  to  throw  the  rights  and  lib- 
erties of  this  people  into  '  hotchpotch  '  with  the  wild 
men  of  Missouri,  nor  with  the  mixed  but  more 
respectable  race  of  Auglo-Hispania-Gallo- Americans 
who  bask  in  the  sands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. "  Although  the  people  of  the  North  did  not  go 
as  far  as  Josiah  Quincy  in  their  objections,  there  was 
a  strong  opposition  to  the  admissimi  nf  Louisiana. 
Many  people  of  the  North  had  always  ivunrdrd  the 
purchase  of  Louisiana  as  unconstiliitidnal,  and 
always  looked  upon  that  Territory  as  foreign  soil; 
liut  the  agitation  did  not  extend  beyond  the  walls  of 
Congress,  and  the  bill  admitting  Louisiana  was 
passed  by  the  necessarj-  majority. 

But  the  rapidly-increasing  hatred  of  slavery  soon 
liegau  to  crystallize  into  organized  opposition.  Ben- 
jamin Lundy  had  organized  his  '-Union  Humane 
Society"  in  1815,  and  soon  afterwanls  had  written 
his  famous  appeal  to  the  pliilantlini]iists  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.  Charles  Osborne  had  also 
started  the  Philanthropist,  a  journal  devoted  to  the 
abolition  of  slavery.  The  influence  of  other  pio- 
neers in  the  anti-slavery  moxcinent  1k'u;iu  to  make 
itself  felt,  and  when,  six  vi-mis  filter  Louisiana  had 
become  a  State  of  the  Union,  ^lissouii  asked  for 
admission  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  other  States, 
the  agitation  at  once  became  so  violent  that  for  a 
time  it  seemed  as  if  the  Union  would  be  disrupted. 
The  agitation  continued  for  a  period  of  two  years 
and  was  finally  ended  by  the  adoption  of  the  famous 
' '  Missouri  Compromise. "  By  the  provisions  of  this 
compromise,  Missouri  was  admitted  as  a  slave  State ; 
but  it  was  further  enacted  that  slavery  should  for- 
ever be  prohibited  in  all  that  pait  of  the  Louisiana 
purchase  lying  north  of  30  degrees,  30  minutes, 
north  latitude..  This  compromise,  which  alone  stood 
between  the  nation  and  civil  war,  allaj^ed  to  a  large 
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extent  the  bitter  feeling  between  the  Xorth  and  the 
South.  The  North  had  secured  the  blessing  of 
freedom  for  a  large  part  of  the  then  organized  Terri- 
tory, and,  as  it  thought,  checked  the  advance  of 
the  slave  power.  The  South  felt  satisfied  that  gen- 
erations would  pass  before  the  development  of  the 
country  would  call  for  the  formation  of  new  States 
out  of  the  unorganized  territory.  Both  were  con- 
tent; though,  in  the  light  of  suljsequent  events, 
liotli  were  mistaken. 

However,  the  Missouri  compromise,  much  as  it 
allayed  sectional  feeling  at  the  time,  could  not  check 
the  sweeping  tide  of  immigration  which  was  surging 
westward.  The  population  of  the  United  States  in- 
creased so  rapidly  that  the  formation  of  new  States 
became  an  imperative  necessity.  The  bill  for  the 
formation  of  the  Territorj-  of  Nebraska  was  a  result 
of  this  demand,  and  the  determined  opposition  of 
the  slave  power  was  conclusive  evidence  that  the 
famous  compromise  would  be  trampled  under  foot 
as  soon  as  it  should  prove  a  barrier  to  the  further 
extension  of  the  slave  territory. 

The  friends  of  the  Nebraska  bill  did  not  remain 
inactive.  The  XXXIIId  Congress  assembled  on 
December  5,  1853,  and  on  December  14  of  the  same 
year  Senator  Augustus  C.  Dodge,  of  Iowa,  submit- 
ted a  bill  "To  organize  the  Territorj'  of  Nebraska." 
The  bill  was  very  similar  to  the  one  introduced  in 
the  previous  Congress  by  Representative  Hall,  of 
Missouri,  and  contained  no  intimation  that  the 
binding  force  of  the  Missouri  compromise  was  to  be 
disputed,  or  that  the  compromise  itself  would  be 
naeddled  with.  After  being  referred  to  the  proper 
committee,  the  bill  was,  on  Januar3-  4,  1854,  re- 
ported back  to  the  Senate  by  Senator  Stephen  A. 
Douglas,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  TeiTitories. 
In  his  report  Senator  Douglas  alluded  to  the  fact 
that  a  question  had  arisen  regarding  the  right  to 
hold  slaves  in  the  new  Temtory  of  Nebraska,  after 
it  should  have  been  thrown  open  to  settlement  and 
the  Indian  laws  withdrawn.  The  Missouri  compro- 
mise clearl}'  prohiljited  slaverj-  in  the  new  Territory  ; 
l)ut  a  question  had  arisen  concerning  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  Congress  to  pass  laws  prescribing 
and  regulating  the  domestic  institutions  of  the  vari- 
ous Territories  of  the  Union.      One  class  of  states- 


men, notably  those  of  Northern  birth  and  education, 
contended  that  Congress  had  no  constitutional 
authority  to  regulate  the  domestic  institutions  of  the 
Territories,  but,  rather,  that  such  matters  should  lie 
left  exclusivelj-  to  the  people  residing  therein.  An- 
other class  of  statesmen,  who  probablj'  represented 
a  much  larger  number  of  people,  especially  those  of 
the  South,  insisted  strenuously  upon  the  doctrine 
that  the  constitution  secured  to  every  citizen  the  in- 
alienable right  to  move  into  any  of  the  Territories 
with  his  property,  of  whatever  kind  or  description, 
and  to  hold  and  enjoy  the  same  under  sanction  of 
law.  The  committee  on  Territories,  foreseeing  the 
storm  of  agitation  that  was  certain  to  follow  the  re- 
opening of  this  much-disputed  question,  very  \nu- 
dentlj'  declined  to  enter  into  a  discussion  of  the 
relative  merits  of  the  conflicting  opinions. 

Soon  after  the  new  bill  had  been  reported  to  the 
Senate,  Mr.  Archibald  Dixon,  a  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, gave  formal  notice  that  when  the  bill  erect- 
ing the  TeiTitory  of  Nebraska  came  up  for  consider- 
ation, he  should  offer  the  following  amendment : 

Section  32.  And  be  it  further  enacted:  That  so 
much  of  the  eighth  section  of  an  act  approved  March  (1, 
1820,  entitled  "au  act  to  authorize  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri Territory  to  form  a  constitution  and  State  gov- 
ernment, and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  into  the 
union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  States,  and 
to  prohibit  slavery  in  certain  Territories,"  and  declares 
••that,  in  all  that  territory  ceded  by  France  to  the 
United  States  under  the  name  of  Louisiana,  which  lies 
north  of  36  degrees,  30  minutes,  north  latitude,  slavery 
and  involuntary  servitude,  otlierwise  than  in  the  punish- 
ment of  crime  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted,  shall  be  forever  prohibited,"  shall  not  lie  s,i 
construed  as  to  apply  to  the  Territory  contemplated  by  tlie 
net,  or  to  any  other  Territory  of  the  United  States;  but  that 
the  citizens  of  the  several  States  and  Territories  slaall  be 
at  liberty  to  take  and  hold  their  slaves  within  any  of  the 
Territories  or  States  so  to  be  formed  therefrom,  as  if 
said  act,  entitled  as  aforesaid,  had  never  been  passed. 

This  proposition  to  vii-tuallj-  repeal  the  Mis- 
souri compromise  was  received  by  the  Senate  with 
no  little  surprise.  Senator  Douglas,  whose  presi- 
dential aspirations  were  well  known,  had  hoped  to 
concentrate  Southern  prejudice  l\y  his  jjroposal  to 
organize  the  new  Territor}'  of  Nebraska  without 
reference  to  the  question  of  slavery ;  but  the  belliger- 
ent attitude  assumed  by  the  Senator  from  Kentuck\- 
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showed  him  that  the  South  would  be  satisfied  with 
no  doulitful  or  implied  concession.  He  saw  at  once 
that  if  he  was  to  gain  anj^  prestige  by  fathering  the 
Xebraslva  bill  he  must  include  in  that  bill  the  total 
repeal  of  the  Missouii  compromise.  Accordingly, 
upon  his  own  motion,  he  withdrew  the  bill,  and,  on 
January  23.  1854,  reported  from  his  committee  a 
new  bill  so  dissimilar  in  its  provisions  that  the  pro- 
moters of  the  original  bill  were  hardly  able  to  recog- 
nize it.  Instead  of  one  Territory,  to  be  called 
Nebraska,  sti'etching  from  the  parallel  of  36  degrees, 
30  minutes  on  the  north,  and  westward  from  the 
boundary  of  Iowa  and  Missouri  to  the  Rocky  Jlount- 
ains,  Mr.  Douglas  proposed  to  erect  two  Terri- 
tories, one  to  be  composed  of  so  much  of  the  terri- 
tory lying  west  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  to  be 
known  as  Kansas,  and  the  other  to  compose  that 
region  Ij'ing  west  of  the  State  of  Iowa.  With  refer- 
ence to  slavery  the  new  bill  contained  the  following 
provisions: 

Section  31.  Aiid  be  it  furtlier  mulcted:  Tliat  in 
order  to  avoid  all  misconstruction,  it  is  hereby  declared 
to  be  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this  act,  so  far  as 
the  question  of  slavery  is  concerned,  to  carry  into  jjrac- 
tical  operation  the  following  propositions  and  principles, 
established  by  the  compromise  measures  of  1858,  to-wit: 

First,  That  questions  pertaining  to  slavery  in  the 
Territories,  and  in  the  new  States  to  be  formed  there- 
from, are  to  be  left  to  the  decisions  of  the  people  resid- 
ing therein,  through  their  appropriate  representatives. 

Second,  That  "all  cases  involving  title  to  slaves," 
and  "questions  of  personal  freedom,"  are  referred  to  the 
adjudication  of  the  local  tribunals,  with  the  right  of 
appeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  tln^  t'liiti-d  States. 

Third,  That  the  provisions  of  tlic  cimi^i  itution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  in  rrs|irri  to  fiii,'itives  from 
service,  are  to  be  carried  into  faiililiil  I'Miiition  in  all 
"organized  Territories,"  the  same  ;i~  id  ili.-  Siutes. 

The  original  Nebraska  bill,  iiitriiduecd  lij-  Senator 
Dodge,  stipulated  that  ' '  the  constitution  and  all 
laws  which  are  not  locally  inapplicable,  shall  have 
the  same  force  and  effect  within  the  said  Ten'itory  as 
elsewhere  in  the  United  States. "  Mr.  Douglas, 
having  once  committed  himself,  threw  himself  tiodily 
into  the  arms  of  the  most  radical  of  the  pro-slavery 


leaders,  and  to  the  above  stipulation  of  Mr.  Dodge, 
added  the  following: 

Except  the  section  of  the  act  preparatory  to  the 
admission  of  Missouri  into  the  Union,  approved  JIarch 
6,  1820,  which  was  superceded  by  the  principles  of  the 
legislation  of  1850,  commonly  called  the  compromise 
measures,  and  is  declared  inoperative. 

At  the  present  time  it  is  difficult  to  realize  the 
storm  of  indignation  and  protest  that  swept  up  from 
the  North  at  Mr.  Douglas'  blunt  proposal  to  repeal 
the  Missouri  compromise — a  measure  which  had 
come  to  be  regarded  almost  as  a  part  of  the  con- 
stitution. There  had  been,  it  is  true,  talk  of  the 
repeal  of  the  measure;  Ijut  the  people  of  the  North 
alwajs  looked  upon  such  talk  as  the  mere  idle 
In-avado  of  the  slaveholders.  Consequently,  Mr. 
Douglas'  proposition  was  the  signal  for  combat. 
The  "Nebraska  question "  took  the  precedent  of  all 
others,  and  was  almost  the  sole  topic  of  discussion 
in  public  and  private  circles.  The  sentiment  in  the 
East,  North  and  West  seemed  to  he  almost  unan- 
imous in  opposition  to  the  bill,  while  even  in  tlie 
South,  the  section  most  to  be  benefitted  I)y  the 
repeal  of  the  Missouri  compi'omise,  the  proposal 
was  looked  upon  with  some  disfavor. 

In  spite  of  sentiment  against  it,  however,  the 
Kansas-Nebraska  bill  became  a  law  and  was  ap- 
proved by  President  Pierce  on  May  30,  1854,  after 
having  been  almost  the  sole  subject  of  an  excited 
debate  for  a  period  of  four  months.  ' '  No  previous 
anti-slavery  excitement,"  says  J.  G.  Blaine  in  his 
"Twenty  Years  of  Congress,"  "bore  any  compari- 
son with  that  which  spread  over  the  North  as  the  dis- 
cussion progressed,  and  especially  after  the  bill  be- 
came a  law.  It  did  not  merely  call  forth  opposition; 
it  produced  almost  a  frenzy  of  wrath  on  the  part  of 
thousands  in  lioth  the  old  parties,  who  had  never 
before  taken  auj-  part  whatever  in  the  anti-slavery 
agitation.  In  the  North,  conservative  men  felt  that 
no  compromise  could  acquire  weight  or  sanction  or 
sacredness,  if  one  that  stood  for  a  whole  generation 
could  be  brushed  aside  by  partisan  caprice  or  In*  the 
demands  of  sectional  necessity. " 
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)i,of;icAL  FoiJMATiiix — Pkimitive  Ages — ilixEHAL  Deposits — Topogiiaphy  and  PirYsifAT.  Features — Exte> 
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OF  White  Men — Natup.ai,  Productions. 


O'ci-stdcki'il  iiuinkiml  rnjoy 

>    part    of    tliL'   bistoiy    of 
\i'l)iaska  is  of  more  gen- 
eral  interest   than  an  ac- 
count of   its  geological 
formation    and    character. 
^,__-^_^-  The    record  following   the 
'      *-^  3i5  ad\ent  of  man  covers  but 
a    tompanitivelv    short   period  of 
time.     The  history  of  the  State  for 
the  thousands  of  years  previous  to 
mans    appearance — a    history   re- 
vealed liy  geological  research  alone, 
is  of  more  entrancing  interest  than 
the    wildest   dream    of   fiction.      A 
large  volume  might   be  filled  with 
the  geological  history  of  Nebraska 
i  without  exhausting  the  subject ;  the 

brief  scope  afforded  us  in  this 
sketch  compells  a  condensation  of  the  stor}-  of  ages 
within  the  limits  of  a  few  sentences ;  but  even  a 
bare  outline  cannot  be  uninteresting  to  the  readers 
of  this  work. 

It  was  not  until  the  Carboniferous  .\ge  followed 
a  long  succession  of  periods  of  growth  that  dry 
land  appeared  in  Nebraska.  Previous  to  this  age  the 
State  laj'  man}-  fathoms  beneath  a  restless,  illimita- 
l)le,  nameless  ocean.  It  was  during  the  Carbonifer- 
ous Age  that  the  vast  deposits  of  coal  underlying 
nearly  every  section  of  the  country  were  formed. 
Nebraska,  emerging  from  the  waters  at  a  later  period 


ill  this  age,  reaped  a  smaller  share  of  its  benefits. 
The  carboniferous  deposits  are  onh'  found  in  the 
southeastern  part  of  the  State.  They  commence 
as  far  north  as  Fort  Calhoun,  in  Washington  County. 
and  extend  across  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
State.  The  principal  characteristics  of  this  age. 
which  covers  a  period  of  thousands,  perhaps  mil- 
lions of  years,  were  a  remarkablj-  luxuriant  vegeta- 
tion, abundant  animal  life,  and  a  constantly  cloudy. 
murky  atmosphere.  Had  man  existed  in  Nebraslva 
at  this  remote  period  of  its  geological  history,  he 
would,  of  necessity,  have  lieen  a  semi-amphiliious 
creature,  roaming  through  interminable,  almost  im- 
penetrable jungles  of  vegetation.  He  would  ha^•e 
found  hundreds  of  fonns  of  vegetable  life  long 
since  extinct.  He  would  have  noted  the  presence  of 
ferns  as  large  as  our  tallest  trees,  huge  lepidoden- 
driads  with  tough  bark  and  pithy  wood,  tall  sigilla- 
rias  with  fluted  trunks  and  long,  tapering,  needle- 
like leaves.  He  would  have  subsisted  principally 
on  fishes  and  the  lower  forms  of  animal  life.  The 
sun  would  have  been  obscured  from  his  vision  liy 
dense  clouds  of  fogs  and  vapors,  and  he  would  uii- 
doubtedl}'  have  found  life  a  burden  which  he  would 
gladly  have  dispensed  with.  Coal,  the  sole  valuable 
product  of  the  Carboniferous  Age,  has  been  discox - 
ered  in  many  places  in  Nebraska,  but  not  in  siitfi- 
cientlj-  large  quantities  to  make  the  work  of  mining 
remunerative.  The  most  valuable  deposit  as  yet 
discovered  is  in  Richardson   County,   where  a  vein 
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from  eighteen  to  thirty-  inches  in  thickness  has  been 
worlced  to  a  limited  extent.  A  fifteen-inch  yein  lias 
been  discovered  near  Nebraska  City  at  a  depth  of 
180  feet.  At  Lincoln,  at  a  depth  of  909  feet,  a 
thirtv-ineh  vein  has  been  discovered.  At  Ponca,  a 
vein  four  and  a  half  feet  thick  has  been  discovered 
at  a  depth  of  574  feet. 

Passing  out  of  the  Carboniferous  Age,  Nebraska 
emerged  into  the  Permian  Age,  in  whicli  tiie  State 
was  marvelouslv  changed  in  appearance.  The  murky 
atmosphere  gave  way  to  clear  skies,  and  the  sun's 
warm  rays  exerted  their  influence  on  the  soil.  Tlie 
continent  had  been  upheaved  and  ranges  of  high 
mountains  appeared  on  Nature's  map  of  the  State. 
The  climate  lieeaine  iiioi'e  eliaiiLicalilc,  and  the  old 
forms  of  animal  and  vegetaMe  bfe  disappeared.  It 
was  a  period  of  transition.  Then  dawned  the  Meso- 
zoie  Era.  In  this  period  the  surface  of  Nebraska 
underwent  many  more  startling  ilianges.  The  land 
surface  was  measnraMy  iiiereaseil ,  and  was  more 
thoroughly  drained.  A'egetalile  and  animal  life  again 
appeared.  The  surface  of  the  State  again  became 
covered  with  thickets  and  forests,  the  vegetable  tj'pes 
being  those  now  found  in  tropical  and  semi-tropical 
latitudes.  It  was  the  Reptilian  Age,  and  the  huge 
animals  that  ranged  the  forests  were  of  a  kind 
that  would  have  stricken  terror  to  the  heart  of  our 
friend  of  the  Carboniferous  period.  Among  these 
annnals  was  the  Atlantosanrtis  immanis,  or  giant 
lizard.  It  had  a  femur  eight  feet,  fqur  inches  long, 
which  would  indicate  an  animal,  when  standing  on 
all  fours,  thirty  feet  in  height  and  one  hundred  feet 
in  length.  Other  animals  of  this  age  were  the  rep- 
tilian birds,  crocodiles,  and  a  mammal  resembling 
an  opossum.  This  age  was  brought  to  a  close  by 
still  further  changes  brought  about  in  the  earth's 
surface.  Tile  cooling  globe  was  gradually  contracts 
ing.  The  mountains,  among  them  the  Sierras,  the 
Wasatcli  and  the  Rockies,  were  emerging  from  the 
sea.  The  waters  whiih  coNereil  llie  western  jiart  of 
the  continent  were  still  further  diained  away.  Then 
came  the  Cretaceous  period,  divided  into  the  Dakota, 
Fort  Beaton,  Niobrara,  Fort  Pierre  and  Fox  Mills 
groups.  During  this  period  the  land  was  gradually 
subsiding,  and  the  climate  beeoniiiiL:  (older.  In 
the  times  covered  by  the  Fort  Hentou  grouii  deeper 


waters  and  quieter  seas  had  taken  the  place  of  shal- 
low seas,  extended  sea  beaches  and  flats  and  low 
islands.  The  Niobrara  group  epoch  was  marked  by 
a  still  further  subsidenee  of  the  continent.  All  but 
the  soiitlieastern  p.nt  o|'  Nehraska  w^as  covered  by 
deep  seas,  wliieh  swarmed  ^^ith  lishes  and  mollusks. 
On  the  land  the  reptiles  flourished  in  large  numbers, 
over  forty  species  being  discovered.  They  ranged 
in  size  from  twelve  to  seventy-five  and  one  liun<lred 
feet  in  length.  One  tortoise  diseovia'ed  li.nl  a  sjuvad 
of  fifteen  feet.  The  flying  reptiles  also  ll.anishcd 
in  this  age,  and  disputed  the  empire  of  the  air  with 
the  birds,  of  which  manj-  species  existed.  Toward  the 
close  of  the  era  represented  b\-  the  Niobrara  group 
a  reverse  movement  of  the  continent  commenced. 
Instead  of  subsiding,  the  land  began  a  slow  process 
of  elevation.  Animal  life  again  became  nearly 
extinct,  not  to  appear  again  in  Nebraska  until  the 
era  represented  by  the  Fort  Pierre  group  bad  jiassed 
a waj-,  and  a  new  era,  represented  l.y  ilie  I'ox  .Mills 
group,  appeared.  In  this  era  Xelnaska  was  eo\ered 
with  huge  forests  and  savannas.  The  land  again 
swarmed  with  animal  life.  Then  followed  the  Lara- 
mie epoch,  during  which  the  seas  again  covered  the 
greater  part  of  Neliraska.  and  the  eiiiire  plain  region 


of  Colorado.  The  Laramie  epoch  was  Immght  to  a 
close  by  one  of  the  greatest  convulsions  in  the  geo- 
logical history  of  the  globe.  From  the  eastern  base 
of  the  Rockj-  Mountains  to  the  Wasatch  range,  the 
entire  region  was  thrown  np  into  a  series  of  folds 
and  undulations.  The  whole  region  of  the  plains 
sympathized  in  this  movement.  The  elevation  in 
the  mountains  became  snflScient  to  give  free  drain- 
age to  the  sea,  and  e.xclud,'  the  oceanic  waters.  The 
great  interior  sea  wliicli  had  tossed  its  restless  bil- 
lows over  Xeliraska  for  so  many  countless  ages,  was 
flnallv  exterminated,  never  again  to  appear.  The 
culmination  of  these  stupendous  changes  inaugu- 
rated the  Cenozoic  Age,  or  the  age  of  mammals, 
comprising  two  divisions,  the  Tertiary'  and  the 
Quaternary.  The  Tei-tiary  period  is  again  divided 
into  three  epochs,  the  Eocene,  the  Miocene  and  the 
Pliocene,  the  two  latter  being  represented  in  Ne- 
braska. Passing  over  the  Eocene  epoch,  which  is 
of  little  interest  to  Nebraskans.  we  come  to  the 
JMiocene  epoch.      In  this  epoch  the  physical  eondi- 
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tions  first  began  to  assume  a  modern  air.  Vegetable 
and  animal  life  flourished  in  their  higher  forms. 
The  forests  of  the  Miocene  epoch  were  composed  of 
oaks,  cottonwoods,  willows,  magnolias,  cypress,  sas- 
safras, lindens,  maples  and  pines.  Geologists  are 
of  the  opinion  that  the  fig  and  palm  trees  also 
flourished  here.  The  conditions  of  mammalian  life 
were  also  extremely  favorable.  The  horse  family 
was  represented  by  a  number  of  species,  elephants 
and  mastodons  roamed  the  forests,  the  camel  made 
its  appearance  for  the  first  time,  and  several  species 
of  monkej-s  chattered  in  the  trees.  Passing  into  the 
Pliocene  epoch  we  find  the  conditions  of  animal  and 
vegetable  life  much  similar.  Prof.  Aughey,  until 
recently  the  State  geologist,  has  drawn  a  vivid  pic- 
ture of  life  in  Nebraska  during  the  Pliocene  epoch. 
"Had  we  been  in  existence  then,"  said  he,  "and 
started  westward  on  a  journey  from  some  point  near 
where  the  Missouri  now  flows,  much  of  the  peculiar 
life  of  the  times  would  have  been  observed.  The 
climate  was  congenial  to  an  eminent  degree.  The 
gi-eat  Pliocene  lake  caused  a  much  moister  atmos- 
phere than  exists  at  the  present  time.  Groves  of 
sequoias,  like  the  present  gigantic  trees  of  Califor- 
nia, the  glj'ptastrobus  of  China  and  Japan,  the 
cypress,  the  date  and  the  palm,  were  interspersed 
with  magnificent  savannas.  The  songs  of  ten  thou- 
sand birds,  many  of  them  of  the  most  beautiful 
plumage,  would  have  greeted  our  ears.  At  some 
places,  herds  of  thousands  of  oveodons  would  have 
been  encountered.  Bisons,  similar  in  form  to  our 
bufl'aloes,  would  have  been  seen  cropping  the  grass. 
At  other  points  might  have  been  seen  herds  of  ele- 
phants and  mastodons  quietly  proceeding  toward 
some  streamlet,  or  lakelet,  to  indulge  in  a  bath. 
Vast  numbers  of  many  species  of  camel  would  have 
been  seen  reposing  at  midday  on  a  gentle  hillside 
under  the  shade  of  sequoias  or  c^'press.  More  curi- 
ous than  all,  thousands  of  h3-perions,  those  wonder- 
ful three-toed  horses,  along  with  many  kinds  of 
one-toed  horses,  of  all  sizes,  would  sometimes 
have  made  the  earth  tremble  under  their  tread. 
When,  at  last,  in  such  a  westward  journey,  the 
shores  of  the  great  Pliocene  lake  would  be  reached, 
its  borders  would  have  been  a  marvel  for  the  life 
represented  there.     A  rhinoceros  might  have  been 


seen  wallowing  in  the  mud  near  the  shore.  Thou- 
sands of  water-fowl  would  have  been  riding  the  gen- 
tle waves.  Elephants,  camels,  oveodons  and  horses 
would  have  been  seen  there  slaking  their  thirst  in 
the  streamlets  flowing  into  the  lake.  Life  would 
have  been  observed  ever3'where — the  hum  of  insects 
and  the  song  of  birds  in  the  air — life  in  the  trees,  in 
forest  and  glade,  on  land  and  lake.  Most  of  it,  too, 
was  happ3'  life.  It  is  true,  some  unfortunate  rumi- 
nants would  fall  victims  to  the  gigantic  wolves  and 
cats  of  the  time,  but  the  carnivora  were  not  the 
rulers  of  the  land.  Grass  and  leaf  and  seed  and 
fruit  eating  animals  were  the  rulers  of  the  Pliocene 
world  in  Central  North  America.  It  was  a  physical 
paradise,  for  violence,  rapine  and  murder  were  the 
exception,  not  the  rule.  Violence,  indeed,  has  ex- 
isted in  eveiy  geological  epoch,  but  in  Pliocene 
America,  herbivorous  life  was  so  dominant  that  it 
could  successfully  defend  itself  against  the  carniv- 
ora, and  the  latter  evidentlj'  obtained  the  most  of 
his  prey  bj'  stealth,  and  by  picking  off  the  aged  and 
infirm.  Animal  life  is  generallj-  happy  when  left 
alone,  and  this  was  especiallj-  the  case  during  Ameri- 
can Pliocene  times. 

The  Pliocene  epoch,  in  which  a  happy  state  of 
affairs  existed  in  the  animal  kingdom,  continued  for 
countless  ages;  but  ever  restless  Nature  was  again 
at  work.  In  the  closing  centuries  of  this  epoch 
the  great  Pliocene  lake  was  drained  and  its  bed 
became  drj-  land.  The  climate  gradually  became 
colder  and  the  snows  of  winter  accumulated  too 
rapidlj'  to  be  removed  by  the  summer's  warmth. 
This  finally  resulted  in  the  glaciation  of  the  plains 
of  Nebraska.  A  thick  mantle  of  ice  covered  the 
State  and  the  glacial  epoch  was  inaugurated.  A 
vast  sheet  of  ice,  3,000  feet  in  thickness,  covered 
this  entire  region,  moving  southward  at  the  rate  of 
but  a  few  inches  a  day  and  crushing  out  all  ani- 
mal and  vegetable  life  in  its  irresistible  progress. 
This  vast  sea  of  ice  left  in  its  path  enoi-mous  beds 
of  blue  clay  and  other  drift  materials.  Following 
the  ice  came  the  floods,  bringing  with  them  huge 
icebergs  with  loads  of  sand,  gravel  and  boulders. 
Then  followed  a  period  of  slow  elevation,  during 
which  the  waters  were  drained  off  and  a  new  forest 
bed  formed.     Again  the  ice  sheet  advanced,  crush- 
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iny;  out  the  magnificent  forest  growth.  The  retreat 
of  the  sccniid  ice  sheet  was  followed  by  another 
siilisiilciicr.  the  land  was  again  flooded  and  a  lake 
(iccupiiMl  the  i>lains.  Then  dawned  the  Loessepoch, 
the  epoch  in  which  Nebraska  was  prepared  for  the 
advent  of  man. 

When  the  Loess  era  was  inaugurated,  the  greater 
part  of  Nebraska  was  covered  bj-  a  vast  inland  sea 
of  fresh  water.  The  waters  of  the  lake  were  loaded 
with  loess,  a  sediment  left  b}*  the  reti-eating  glaciers. 
As  the  great  lakes  became  filled  up  with  this  sedi- 
ment they  were  gradually  transformed  into  bogs 
and  marshes.  Isolated  portions  would  first  become 
dry  land.  After  the  first  low  islands  appeared,  they 
gradually  increased  in  size  and  numbers  until  dry 
land  conditions  prevailed.  The  ponds  and  sloughs, 
some  of  which  are  almost  lakes,  still  in  existence, 
are  probably  the  lastr  remains  of  these  great  lakes. 
The  rising  of  the  land  continuing,  the  rivers  began 
to  cut  new  channels  thi-ough  the  middle  of  the  old 
lake  beds.  This  drained  the  marshes  and  formed 
the  bottom  lands,  as  the  rivers  of  that  period  cov- 
ered the  whole  of  the  present  flood  plains  from 
Ijluft'  to  bluff.  It  was  then,  when  the  bluffs  were 
new  and  plastic,  that  they  were  first  sculptured  by 
rains  into  their  present  unique  forms.  The  Blis- 
sonri.  during  the  closing  centuries  of  the  Loess 
epoch,  nuist  have  been  from  five  to  thirty  miles  in 
lircailth.  The  Platte,  Niobrara  and  Republican  Riv- 
ers covered  their  respective  flood  plains  in  the  same 
way.  In  the  smaller  streams  of  the  State,  those 
that  originated  within  or  near  the  Loess  deposits, 
such  as  the  Elkhorn,  Loup,  Bow,  Blue  and  Nema- 
has,  we  see  the  same  general  form  of  flood  plains 
as  on  the  larger  rivers,  and  no  doubt  their  waters 
were  also  covered  with  water  during  this  period. 

It  was  during  the  Loess  epoch  in  the  history  of 
the  continent  that  man  made  his  first  appearance. 
Stone  arrow  heads  and  other  human  relics  have  l.ieeu 
discovered  in  undisturbed  loess  deposits.  Animal 
life  also  flourished  in  this  epoch.  The  remains  of 
rabbits,  gophers,  otters,  beavers,  squirrels,  deer, 
elk  and  buffalo  are  freciuently  discovered.  The 
remains  of  elephants  and  mastodons  are  also  abund- 
ant. According  to  the  most  reasonable  estimates, 
the  Loess  epoch  covered  a  period  of  19,200  years 


before  it  was  merged  into  the  Terrace  epoch.  When 
the  rivers  covered  the  whole  of  the  existing  bottoms, 
and  had  the  old  Loess  lake  bed  for  a  flood  plain,  the 
land  still  lay  far  below  its  present  level,  and  was  in 
the  tj-ansition  stage  between  the  Loess  and  Terrace 
epochs.  When  the  elevation  became  a  little  greater, 
and  the  drainage  better,  and  the  volume  of  water 
less,  it  cut  a  new  channel  amid  its  old  bed,  which 
now  constitutes  its  flood  plain.  This  formed  the 
first  terrace  and  inaugurated  this  epoch.  Here  the 
land  and  the  river  must  have  stood  for  ages.  Again 
there  was  an  upward  movement,  the  drainage  be- 
came still  better,  the  volume  of  water  lesserred  and 
another  channel  formed.  Thus  terrace  after  ter- 
race formed,  each  representing  a  stage  of  quiet  in 
the  upward  movement  of  the  land. 

In  the  foregoing  pages  the  reader  has  had  a 
rapid  sketch  of  the  several  geological  eras  that 
elapsed  before  Nebraska  was  considered  by  an  all- 
wise  Creator  inhabitable  for  man.  A  subject  whieli 
should  fill  volumes  is  merely  glanced  at  in  order  to 
round  out  tlic  slcctili  of  Nebraska's  history.  The 
student  who  would  iv:i(l  the  story  of  the  rocks  will 
find  the  records  at(essil)le,  and  he  will  find  it,  in- 
deed, a  most  interesting  branch  of  study. 

Nebraska  is  one  of  the  largest  States  of  the 
Union.  It  contains  an  area  of  70,895  square  miles, 
or  49,212,000  acres.  The  extreme  length  of  the 
State  is  413  miles,  and  the  extreme  width,  208.  The 
general  surface  of  the  State  has  been  compared  to  a 
recently  drained  lake  bed.  The  greater  part  of  the 
State  is  a  plateau,  with  an  average  elevation  of  2,312 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  Along  the  south 
line  of  the  State,  the  elevation  of  the  eastern  half 
averages  1,200  feet;  the  western  half  2,072  feet. 
Along  the  northern  line  of  the  State  the  elevation  of 
the  eastern  half  is  1,353  feet;  the  western  half 
3,525.  West  from  Omaha  the  ascent  is  at  the  rate 
of  five  and  one-half  feet  to  the  mile  for  100  miles. 
The  second  hundred  miles  increases  the  ascent  to 
seven  feet ;  the  third  hundred,  seven  and  a  half  feet 
to  the  mile ;  and  the  fourth  hundred  to  ten  and  a 
half  feet  to  the  mile.  The  ascent  on  the  last  fifty 
miles  at  the  west  end  of  the  State  is  eighteen  feet  to 
the  mile.  ' '  To  gain  a  clear  conception  of  Nebraska 
topograph}-,"  writes  Prof.    Samuel  Aughey,  in  his 
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treatise  ou  the  Physical  and  Natural  Features  of 
Nebraska,  '-one  must  cross  the  valleys  and  divides 
nearly  at  right  angles.  In  doing  this  it  will  be  ob- 
served that  the  most  rolling  lands  generally  border 
the  valleys  or  bottoms.  Advancing,  the  rolling  and 
sometimes  broken  character  graduallj-  disappears, 
when,  the  divide  is  reached  which  separates  the  last 
from  the  next  drainage  system.  Here  the  land 
swells  out  into  a  gently  undulating  plain  that  varies 
extremely  in  extent.  The  extent  of  such  a  divide 
may  be  limited  to  a  half-mile,  or  may  extend  for 
thirty  or  more  miles.  These  swells  or  long  tongues 
of  undulating  lands  are  found  on  the  divides  between 
nearly  all  the  rivers  of  the  State.  Occasionally,  be- 
tween the  lesser  streams,  a  single  low  bluff,  a  few 
hundred  feet  wide,  and  only  slightly  raised  above 
the  general  level,  marks  the  divide.  Among  the 
most  conspicuous  of  these  <livides  are  the  beautiful 
uplands  between  the  Republican  and  the  Platte,  be- 
tween the  Platte  and  the  Blue  Rivers,  and  between 
the  forks  of  the  Blue  Rivers.  Between  the  Blues  and 
the  Nemahas  and  between  the  forks  of  the  latter 
similar  divides  exist  North  of  the  Platte,  con- 
spicuous for  their  beautj-.  are  the  divides  between 
the  forks  of  the  Elkhorn  and  the  headwaters,  and 
between  the  forks  of  the  Logan,  and  lietween  the 
Elkhorn  and  the  Loups.  In  fact,  they  are  met  with 
between  most  of  the  streams  of  the  State.  Some  of 
these  high  uplands  have  great  uuml)ers  of  shallow, 
basin-shaped  depressions,  whose  soil  and  grasses 
greatly  resemble  those  of  the  bottom  lands.  They 
are  evidently  the  remains  of  lakes  that  until  recentlj- 
occupied  their  sites.  Indeed,  some  of  them  still 
retain  this  character,  being  filled  with  water  the 
whole  j'ear  round,  varj'ing  from  one  to  ten  feet  in 
depth.  Between  these  last  and  swamps  and  bogs 
every  kind  of  transition  form  is  found.  Fillmore, 
Clay,  York,  Hamilton,  Franklin,  Phillips  and 
Wayne  Counties  have  a  notable  number  of  these  old 
lake  beds. 

Nothing  is  more  surprising  than  the  amazing 
numljer  of  vallej-  or  bottom  lands.  They  must  be 
numbered  by  the  thousand.  Take  the  Republican 
as  an  example.  On  an  average  a  triiiutar}-  valley 
comes  into  the  Ijottom  from  the  north  side  every  two 
miles.       Now.    as   this    river   flows   for   200    miles 


through  the  State,  it  would  give  KM)  iov  this  section 
alone.  Counting,  however,  the  streams  that  come 
in  from  the  south  side,  and  those  flowing  into  its 
larger  tributaries,  this  number  should  be  multiplied 
by  four,  giving  400  valleys,  great  and  small,  for  this 
region  alone.  Now,  add  to  these  valleys  those  that 
are  tributary  to  the  Platte,  the  Blues,  the  Nemahas, 
the  Elkhorns,  the  Logan,  the  Bows,  the  Missouri, 
between  its  larger  tributaries,  the  Niobrara  and  the 
Loups,  and  it  will  increase  the  number  to  thousands. 
It  is  true  that  many  of  them  are  narrow,  ranging 
from  one-fourth  to  a  mile  in  width,  but  still  they  are 
valleys,  with  living  or  extinct  stream  beds  in  the 
middle  or  towards  one  side  of  them,  and  having  all 
the  physical  features  of  the  larger  river  bottoms. 
As  already  intimated  there  are  a  few  minor  valleys  • 
among  the  smaller  tributaries  of  the  Upper  Elk- 
horns,  Bazile.  Loups,  Niobrara  and  Republican,  in 
the  stream  beds  of  which  water  no  longer  flows; 
but,  as  will  be  shown  further  on.  man}-  of  them  are 
regaining — and  all  of  them  will  in  time — their  former 
supply  of  water.  Thus  can  be  seen  why,  over  the 
larger  part  of  Nebraska,  the  settler  can  have  his 
choice  between  bottom  and  upland.  The  great 
body  of  these  bottom  lands,  though  composed  of  the 
richest  mold  and  modified  alluvium  and  loess  mater- 
ials, are  perfectly  diy.  It  is  true  that  swamps  are 
occasionally  met  with,  but  they  occur  at  long  inter- 
vals and  are  the  exception. 

There  are  no  large  lakes  in  Nebraska,  but  there 
are,  however,  a  large  number  of  small  bodies  of 
water,  the  largest  one.  northwest  of  Dakota  City, 
being  about  five  miles  in  length.  Water  beneath 
the  surface  is  abundant,  and  is  reached  at  depths 
ranging  from  twelve  to  125  feet.  Up  to  the  present 
writing  artesian  water  has  been  reached  in  but  two 
localities,  although  a  number  of  deep  wells  have  been 
bored  in  various  parts  of  the  State.  At  Omaha  an 
artesian  well  750  feet  deep  furnishes  a  fine  supply 
of  good  water.  At  Lincoln  another  well  1.050  feet 
deep  furnishes  a  constant  flow  of  saline  and  mineral 
water.  At  the  present  writing  (January,  1800)  a 
company  is  sinking  a  deep  well  at  Hastings,  in  the 
hopes  of  discovering  coal,  salt,  natural  gas.  oil,  or 
artesian  water.  At  a  depth  of  250  feet  a  thick 
deposit  of  yellow  ochre  was  reached.      At  a  depth  of 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


045  feet  a  heavy  deposit  of  salt  was  discovered. 
The  operations  at  Hastings  are  still  in  progress,  it 
being  the  intention  to  bore  to  a  depth  of  4,000  feet 
if  possible. 

The  rivers  of  Nebraska  are  numerous,  and  are 
distinguished  for  their  width,  shallowness,  and  the 
rapid  flow  of  their  currents.  The  Missouri  River  is 
a  deep  stream  with  a  rapid  current,  navigable  for 
barge  boats  for  many  hundred  miles  north  of  Omaha. 
It  performed  a  vast  service  to  the  State  in  the  days 
before  the  advent  of  the  railroads,  as  it  was  the 
highway  of  travel  and  traffic  for  all  coming  to  the 
Territorj-.  Next  to  the  Missouri  comes  the  Platte 
River,  one  of  the  most  erratic  streams  in  the  countrj-. 
It  flows  through  the  entire  length  of  the  State  from 
west  to  east,  dividing  it  into  two  unequal  portions. 
Its  length  from  its  source  in  the  Rocky  Mountains  to 
its  confluence  with  the  Missouri  River  is  about  1 ,200 
miles.  In  some  places  the  Platte  is  nearly  a  mile 
wide,  and  in  other  places  it  separates  into  five  or 
more  separate  channels.  In  some  portions  of  the 
year  the  river  Js  almost  entirely  dry  ;  not  because 
the  supply  of  water  is  undiminished,  but  because  the 
water  disappears  in  the  sandy  bed  of  the  stream, 
from  whence  it  is  drained  (according  to  the  theory  of 
Prof.  Aughey)  to  the  Republican  River. 

The  Republican  River,  next  in  importance  in 
Nebraska  to  the  Platte,  has  its  source  in  Colorado. 
In  general  characteristics  the  Republican  is  veiy 
similar  to  its  big  sister,  the  Platte,  in  that  it  is  shal- 
low, sandy  and  has  a  rapid  current.  Of  an  entirely 
difl'erent  character  is  the  Niobrara  River.  From  its 
source  in  Wyoming  to  its  mouth,  the  Niobrara  is 
460  miles  long.  For  a  distance  of  189  miles  it 
flows,  a  deep  and  rapid  stream,  through  a  canon, 
the  walls  of  which  are  high"  and  steep.  After 
emerging  from  the  canon  the  Niobrara  more  nearly 
resembles  the  Platte,  its  bed  being  l)road  and 
sandy,  and  full  of  quicksands. 

The  Elkhorn  River  is  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
and  picturesque  streams  in  the  State.  It  rises  in 
the  northwestern  part  of  the  State  iu  a  region  dotted 
by  a  large  number  of  small,  fresh-water  lakes. 
From  its  source  to  its  mouth  the  main  river  is  about 
250  miles  in  length,  and  for  the  most  part  of  this 
distance  it  is  a  rapid,  clear  and  deep  stream.      It 


empties  into  the  Platte  in  Sarpy  County,  and  for  a 
large  part  of  its  course  flows  over  a  rock  bottom. 
One  of  the  principal  tributaries  of  the  Elkhorn  is 
the  Logan  River,  which  has  its  source  in  Cedar 
County.  Of  the  several  branches  of  the  Logan  it  is 
difficult  to  tell  which  is  the  longest,  or  which 
deserves  the  distinction  of  being  the  principal  stream. 
They  all  originate  in  bogs  or  old  filled-up  lake  beds. 
The  general  direction  of  these  Logan  Rivers  is 
southeast  until  Burt  County  is  reached,  after  which 
it  is  south  until  it  unites  with  the  Elkhorn  in  Dodge 
County. 

The  Nemaha  Rivers  consist  of  the  main  stream. 
the  North  Branch  and  the  Little  Nemaha.  The 
North  Branch  runs  in  a  southeasterly  direction 
diagonally  through  Johnson  and  Richardson  Coun- 
ties until  it  unites  with  the  main  river  in  the  latter 
county.  Its  length  is  about  sixty  miles,  and  in- 
creases regularly  in  size  from  its  source  to  its 
mouth,  b}-  the  addition  'of  numerous  tributaries. 
The  main  Nemaha  has  its  source  in  Pawnee  County, 
takes  a  southerly  direction  into  Kansas,  then  turns 
northeast  into  Richardson  County,  and  then  flows  a 
little  southeast  until  it  empties  into  the  Missouri,  in 
the  southeast  portion  of  the  State.  Its  length  is 
l)ut  sixty  miles,  but  it  receives  so  man}-  compara- 
tively large  tributaries  that  its  magnitude  at  the  end 
of  its  course  is  much  greater  than  many  longer 
rivers.  The  bottom  lands  are  broad,  beautifully  ter- 
raced, and  the  bordering  bluffs  are  beautifully  round- 
ed off.  The  Little  Nemaha  is  a  smaller  edition  of  the 
Big  Nemaha,  and  has  also  numerous  tributaries. 

The  Blue  Rivers  are  among  the  most  important 
as  well  as  among  the  best  known  in  the  South  Platte 
portion  of  the  State.  The  Big  Blue  is  132  miles  in 
length,  and  drains  eight  of  the  richest,  most  fertile 
counties  of  the  State.  The  Middle  Fork  rises  in 
Hamilton  County,  and  unites  with  the  North  Blue 
at  Seward.  It  is  about  sixty  miles  in  length.  The 
West  Fork  unites  with  the  Big  Blue  in  Saline 
County.  x\ll  of  the  Blue  Rivers  are  remarkable  for 
the  amount  of  water  they  carry  off,  and  the  great 
lieauty  of  the  bottom  lands  thi-ough  which  they  pass. 
Still  another  Blue  River  rises  in  Adams  County,  and 
passes  out  of  the  State  in  Jefferson  Count}-,  and 
finally,    in  Kansas,    unites  with  the  Big  Blue.      It 
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is  a  handsome  stream,  ami  in  addition  to  numerous 
small  streams  is  furnished  with  large  supplies  of 
water  by  the  numerous  springs  which  line  its  banks. 

Other  important  sj-stems  of  water  courses  are 
the  Loup  Rivers,  in  the  northern  half  of  the  State. 
The  Middle  Loup  River  rises  within  fifty  miles  of 
the  north  line  of  the  State  and  flows  a  distance  of 
about  250  miles  before  emptying  into  the  Platte  near 
Columlius.  The  North  Loup  rises  within  forty -five 
miles  of  the  north  line  of  the  State,  is  150  miles 
long  and  empties  into  the  Middle  Loup  in  the  east^ 
ern  part  of  Howard  County.  The  South  Loup 
rises  near  the  western  boundary  of  Custer  County 
and  empties  into  the  iMiddle  Loup  in  the  southwest- 
ern part  of  Howard  County. 

There  are  numerous  smaller  rivers  and  streams 
in  Nebraska  not  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  pages. 
Among  the  most  important  of  these  are  the  Bow 
Rivei-s,  in  Northeastern  Nebraska,  the  Weeping 
Water,  in  Cass  County,  Salt  Creek,  in  Lancaster 
Count}-,  theWahoo,  in  Saunders  County,  Elk  Creek, 
ni  Dakota  County,  and  South  and  West  Iowa  Creeks, 
in  Dixon  Countj^  All  possess  more  or  less  the 
characteristics  of  Nebraska  streams.  A  studj-  of 
a  complete  topographical  map  of  Nebraska  demon- 
sti'ates  the  fact  that  the  State  is  plentifully  supplied 
with  streams  of  pure  running  water.  Every  count}' 
in  the  State  has  a  bountiful  supply  of  water,  a  fact 
which  sufficiently  accounts  for  the  magnitude  of  its 
auricultural  interests. 


Geological  research  has  demonstrated  the  fact 
that  at  one  time  Nebraska  was  heavily  timbered 
with  a  varied  forest  vegetation.  But  the  operations 
of  time  have  caused  the  disappearance  of  the  beau- 
tiful forests,  until  now  Nebraska  is  a  prairie  State, 
the  forest  area  comprising  but  a  comparatively 
small  portion  of  the  State.  Seventy-one  species  of 
trees  and  ninet}'-one  species  of  shrubs  exist  in  their 
native  state  to-day.  Among  the  trees  are  the  lin- 
wood,  maple,  locusts,  wild  cherry,  ash  of  four 
species,  four  species  of  elms,  walnuts,  hickories, 
twelve  species  and  varieties  of  oaks,  many  species 
of  willows,  four  of  cottonwood,  and  a  number  of 
pines  and  cedars.  The  native  wild  fruits  Icuown  to 
exist  are  the  plum,  cherry,  strawberry,  raspberry, 
blackberry,  currants,  gooseberry  and  others.  Wal- 
nuts, hickory  and  hazel  nuts  are  common. 

Previous  to  the  advent  of  the  white  man.  Ne- 
braska was  a  paradise  for  wild  animals.  Count- 
less herds  of  buffalo  roamed  the  plains,  and  elk  and 
deer  were  abundant.  But  the  buffalo  has  become 
entirely  extinct,  while  the  elk  and  deer  have  almost 
entirely  disappeared.  Altogether,  eighty-two  species 
of  mammals  are  native  to  Nebraska.  The  bird 
fauna  is  much  more  remarkably  developed,  there 
being  not  less  than  249  distinct  species.  Of  fishes, 
onl}-  thirty-four  species  have  been  recognized.  Of 
the  insects,  nearly  9,000  different  species  are  known 
to  exist,  the  injurious  species  being  few,  and  not 
unusually  destructive. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


The  Exploration  of  Nebraska— Early  Visitors— Government  Expeditions— Valuable  Extract  by  Judge 
Savage— Nebraska  as  a  Territory—  First  Officials— Death  of  Gov.    Burt— Formation  Into 
Counties— Early  Legislative  Sessions— Population   in    ISS.")- The  "Florence  Seces- 
sions'—The Slavery  Question  Considered— The  Territory  in  1861— Numer- 
ous Acts  and  Measures  of  Interest— Anxiety  to  Become  a  State. 

About  me  round  I   saw 
Hill,  dale  and  shady  woods,  and  sunny  plains. 
And  liquid  lapse  of  murra"ring  streams. — 3[ilton. 
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EBKASKA  was  visited 
many  times  by  var'ous  ex- 
IJeditions  and  individuals 
during  tlie  time  tliat  inter- 
vened between  tlie  cession 
^^^5:^  of  Louisiana  to  tlie  United 
i^^^  States  and  the  formal  erec- 
tion of  the  Territorj-  in  1854.  Lewis 
and  Clarke  headed  a  government  ex- 
pedition in  1804-45,  and  made  a 
thorough  exploration  of  the  Missouri 
River.  They  spent  some  days  on 
Nebraska  soil,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Platte  and  in  the  vicinity  of  Omaha 
and  Bellevue.  Their  journal  con- 
tains many  references  to  the  Indian 
tribes  inhabiting  this  region,  which 
will  be  found  in  the  chapter  of  this 
work  devoted  to  the  Indian  history  of  the  Territory. 
In  1805  Manuel  Lisa,  a  member  of  the  Missouri 
Fur  Company,  visited  Nebraska,  making  an  ex- 
tended tour  of  the  northern  part  of  the  State  along 
the  iMissouri,  cultivating  the  friendship  of  the  na- 
tives and  making  arrangements  for  the  establish- 
ment of  trading  expeditions.  In  1808  an  expe- 
dition sent  out  by  the  Missouri  Fur  Companj-,  under 
the  command  of  Major  Henry,  visited  the  same 
country.     In   1811    a   party  of   men    belonging    to 


Hunt's  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Columbia 
Ri\er,  on  their  return  from  the  Pacific,  crossed  the 
Rocky  Mountains,  and  descended  the  Platte  River 
to  its  mouth.  In  the  following  year,  three  men 
named  Stewart,  McClellen  and  Crooks  made  a  simi- 
lar trip  on  their  way  from  the  Pacific  coast  to  New 
York. 

In  1819  the  War  Department  of  the  United 
States  fitted  out  an  expedition  and  placed  it  under 
the  command  of  Maj.  S.  A.  Long,  of  the  regular 
army.  The  principal  object  of  the  expedition  was 
to  prepare  a  topographical  description  of  the  coun- 
try west  of  the  Missouri  River.  Maj.  Long  and  his 
party  reached  the  mouth  of  the  Big  Nemaha  early 
in  September,  1819,  and  the  mouth  of  the  Platte 
the  1 5th  of  that  mouth.  Near  the  mouth  of  the  Platte 
was  found  a  trading  post  named  Fort  Lisa.  A  short 
distance  from  this  fort,  the  expedition  went  into 
winter  quarters.  During  the  winter  the  adjacent 
country  was  examined  and  many  friendh'  confer- 
ences held  with  the  Indian  tribes  in  the  vicinity. 
On  June  6,  1820,  the  expedition  started  up  the 
Platte  Valley.  The  excursion  to  the  headwaters  of 
the  Platte  lasted  until  the  latter  part  of  July.  In 
the  year  1835,  Col.  Henry  Dodge,  of  the  United 
States  army,  traced  the  Platte  River  from  its  moutli 
to  its  source,  in  a  search  for  data  for  a  topographical 
description  of  the  country.      In  1842  John  C.  Fre- 
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mont  made  his  first  exploration  of  Nebraska.  His 
exploration  was  confined  largely  to  the  South  Platte 
country,  and  was  much  more  elaborate  than  any  pre- 
viously undertaken.  He  made  a  similar  exploration 
in  the  following  year. 

An  extract  from  an  interesting  and  valualde 
article  read  l)efore  the  Nebraska  Stiite  Historical 
Society  on  January  14.  1890,  by  Judge  James  W. 
Savage,  is  worthy  of  mention  in  this  poi-tion  of  the 
present  volume.      The  extract  is  as  follows  : 

•  •  In  the  sixth  volume  of  his  collections  of 
manuscript  documents  relating  to  America,  by  M. 
Pierre  Margey,  the  distinguished  historical  investi- 
gator of  France,  is  given  a  brief  synopsis  of  an 
account  of  a  visit  in  the  year  1739  to  the  territory 
now  included  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  which  seems 
worthy  of  a  translation  or  paraphrase,  and  a  place 
in  the  records  of  the  historical  society  of  our  State. 
It  is  entitled  ■  The  Journey  of  the  Mallet  Brothers 
with  Six  Other  Frenchmen  from  the  Kiver  of  the 
Panimahas  in  the  Missouri  Country  to  Santa  Fe.' 
To  comprehend  the  full  significance  of  the  expedi- 
tion it  will  Ije  useful  to  recall  to  our  minds  the 
jealousies,  the  rivalries,  the  contests,  the  treacheries, 
the  massacres,  the  assassinations,  the  crimes  of  all 
sorts  which  the  sixteenth  and  seventeenth  centuries 
witnessed  as  the  result  of  the  disco\eries  by  Colum- 
bus. 

'•Spain,  reasonably  secure  in  her  possession  of 
the  country  west  of  the  deserts  bej'ond  the  Missis- 
sippi which  the  valor  and  pi-owess  of  Cortez  had 
given  her,  laid  claim  also  by  virtue  of  the  revela- 
tions of  the  Genoese  navigator  to  the  whole  of 
Florida,  under  which  attractive  name  was  compre- 
hended the  entire  region  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Mississippi,  and  from  the  gulf  to  the  north  pole, 
France,  grudging  the  glory  and  the  wealth  with 
which  the  new  world  had  adorned  the  crown  of 
Charles  the  Fifth,  entrusted  to  A'errazzaao  the  task 
of  finding  the  opulent  kingdom  of  Cathay,  and  as 
a  result  of  his  discoveries  laid  claim  to  the  same 
extensive  country.  Tlie  hostility  thus  begun  lasteil 
for  more  than  two  centuries. 

■ '  The  French  complained  with  indignation  that 
the  Spaniards  thought  that  the  new  world  was  created 
expressly  for  them,  and  that  no  other  man  living 


had  a  right  to  move  or  breathe  therein.  The  bitter- 
ness engendered  by  these  rival  interests  led  to  the 
atrocities  of  3Ienendez  and  Gourgues,  the  butcheries 
of  Fort  Caroline  and  St.  Augustine,  at  the  narrati\c 
of  which  the  blood  still  runs  cold.  That  the  slaughter 
was  committed  in  the  name  of  the  founder  of  the 
religion  of  peace,  adds  darker  shadows  to  the  sombre 
stories  of  those  days.  One  mild  and  gentle  apostle 
addressed  the  king  in  these  words:  '  It  is  lawful 
that  your  majesty,  like  a  good  shepherd  appointed  liy 
the  hand  of  the  Eternal  Father,  should  tend  and  lead 
out  your  sheep,  since  the  Holy  Spirit  has  shown 
spreading  pastures  whereon  are  feeding  lost  sheep 
which  have  been  snatched  awaj-  bj-  the  dragon ,  tlie 
demon.  These  pastures  are  the  new  world,  wherein 
is  comprised  Florida,  now  in  possession  of  the 
demon,  and  he  makes  himself  adored  and  revealed. 
This  is  the  land  of  promise  possessed  by  idolaters, 
the  Amorite,  the  Amalekite,  Moabite,  Canaanite. 
This  is  the  land  promised  by  the  Eternal  Father  to 
the  faithful,  since  we  are  commanded  by  God  in  the 
holy  scriptures  to  take  it  from  them,  being  idolaters, 
and  by  reason  of  their  idolatry  and  sin  to  put  them 
to  the  knife,  leaving  no  living  thing  except  maidens 
and  children,  their  cities  robbed  and  sacked,  their 
walls  and  houses  levelled  to  the  earth, ' 

'  •  For  many  long  years  the  struggle  lietween 
I'' ranee  and  Spain  for  this  fairest  portion  of  the  new 
world  continued.  Neither  was  destined  to  succeed. 
The  pompous  expeditions  of  both  nations,  their  blas- 
phemous proclamations,  their  costlj-  settlements — all 
gave  waj-  in  time  to  the  simple  beginnings  on  the 
banks  of  the  James  and  the  coast  of  New  England. 
Still,  for  a  long  time  after  the  Spaniards  were  con- 
fined to  Mexico,  and  the  French  to  Canada  and  the 
Mississippi  Valley,  the  same  suspicions,  jealousies, 
rivalries  and  antagonisms  continued.  If  the  French 
made  a  move  in  one  quarter  the  Spaniards  endea\- 
ored  to  meet  it  bj-  a  counter  stroke  in  another.  If 
one  nation  established  a  trading  post  in  the  wilder- 
ness, the  other  sought  to  seduce  its  servants  and  to 
render  the  enterprise  abortive.  Spies  and  other 
emissaries  abounded  everywhere.  With  an  austen- 
tatious  display  of  peace  on  both  sides  there  were  con- 
stant suspicion  and  constant  watclrfulness.  In  a 
letter  from  Bienville,  governor  of  Louisiana,  dated 
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April  25,  1752,  he  says  that  he  learns  from  the  sav- 
ages of  the  Missouri  that  the  Spaniards  meditated  an 
establishment  on  the  Kansas  River,  and  that  he  had 
ordered  Sieur  de  Boisbriant  to  prevent  this  by  send- 
ing a  detachment  of  twent}'  soldiers  to  build  a  little 
fort  and  to  remain  in  garrison  on  that  river. 

'•Such  was  the  situation  in  the  years  1739-40, 
when  the  expedition,  to  which  I  invite  a  few  minutes' 
attention,  started  from  what  is  now  Nebraska  to 
Santa  Fe.  What  we  know  of  this  journey  is  meagre 
and  fragmentary  in  a  most  provoking  degree,  con- 
sisting solely  of  an  abridgment  or  synopsis  of  a 
joui-nal  kept  by  one  of  the  travelers  for  the  perusal 
of  Gov.  de  Bienville  at  New  Orleans.  The  sum- 
mary' or  table  of  its  contents  is  as  follows :  '  The 
brothers  JIallet,  with  six  other  Frenchmen,  leaving 
the  river  of  the  Fanimahas  discover  the  river  Platte, 
visit  the  villages  of  the  Salitane  nation,  and  reach 
Santa  Fe. '  The  names  of  those  who  composed  this 
venturous  band  were  Peter  and  Paul  Mallet,  Philip 
Robitaille,  Louis  Moriu  (or  as  the  name  is  some- 
times written,  Moreau),  Michael  Beslot,  Joseph  Belle- 
court,  Manuel  Gallien  and  Jean  David.  All  except 
the  last,  who  was  from  the  mother-country,  were 
Canadians  of  French  parentage.  The  ostensible  ob- 
ject of  their  trip  was  to  establish  trade  with  the  mer- 
chants of  New  Mexico.  What  secret  instructions,  if 
any,  they  had,  or  what  their  real  purpose  was,  is  no 
where  involved  in  their  memorial,  and  will  probably 
never  be  more  than  conjectured,  but  that  the  Span- 
iards were  at  least  doubtful  as  to  their  character 
seems  clear.  About  100  years  later,  and  long  after 
Louisiana  had  become  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  an  expedition  starting  from  Texas  with  the 
same  pretense  of  amity  and  social  intercourse  re- 
ceived but  scant  courtesy  from  the  Mexicans,  and 
it  is  not  probable  that  the  latter  were  less  on 
their  guard  against  their  hereilitary  enemies,  the 
French. 

'•The  little  band,  at  the  time  when  the  journal 
was  introduced  to  them,  had  reached  the  nation  of 
the  Panimahas,  with  whom  the  French  were  on 
friendly  terms,  living  on  a  river  of  the  same  name. 
It  may  be  considered  as  a  fact,  established  bj-  papers 
already  published  in  the  collections  of  this  societ}', 
that  the  Panimahas  were  the  tribe  since  known  as 


the  Pawnees,  and  the  Panimaha  River  was  the 
stream  now  called  the  Loup  Fork. 

"  From  a  point  on  the  Loup,  not  far  from  where 
Genoa  is  now  situated,  the  JLillet  brothers  took 
their  departure  on  the  29th  of  May,  1739.  Those 
who,  prior  to  that  time,  had  essayed  to  make  the 
same  hazardous  journey,  had  supposed  that  New 
Mexico  was  situated  on  the  headwaters  of  the  3Iis- 
souri,  and  had  therefore  attempted  to  reach  that 
counti-y  by  following  up  the  course  of  the  last  men- 
tioned stream.  But  the  Mallet  brothers,  upon  the 
advice  of  some  of  their  savage  allies,  determined  to 
seek  New  Mexico  by  taking  a  southwesterly  direc- 
tion across  the  country.  Accordingly,  pursuing  this 
course,  they  came  on  the  third  day  to  a  wide  and 
shallow  river  which  (and  here  I  follow  the  exact  lan- 
guage of -the  original)  they  named  the  Platte.  So 
far  as  I  know,  or  can  ascertain,  this  was  the  first 
time  our  wandering  stream  had  received  an  appella- 
tion in  a  Christian  tongue.  Other  adventurous  bush- 
rangers thereafter  ti-anslated  other  titles,  and  L'Eau- 
qui-court,  L'Eau-qui-pleure,  the  Papillion,  the 
Chadron,  the  Loup  and  others  will  long  retain,  it  is 
to  be  hoped,  the  soft  and  musical  nomenclature  of 
the  Gallic  race.  But  who  named  them,  and  when, 
are  as  yet  as  difficult  to  answer  as  the  question 
Achilles  assumed  when  he  hid  himself  among  women. 
This  one  fact  alone  has  survived  this  century  and  a 
half  that  has  elapsed  since  the  daring  enterprise  of 
these  Canadian  French. 

"They  struck  the  Platte  probably  in  the  vicinity 
of  Kearney — at  any  rate  at  some  point  where  the 
general  course  of  the  stream  was  toward  the  north- 
east or  east,  for  we  read  that  the  explorers,  finding 
that  it  did  not  deviate  materially  from  the  route  they 
had  chosen,  followed  it  up  for  the  distance  of  twent}"- 
eight  leagues,  where  they  found  that  the  river  of  the 
Padoncas  emptied  into  it.  This  river  of  the  Padon- 
eas  was  unquestionably  the  South  Fork  of  the  Platte, 
and  it  is  noteworthy  that  on  one  of  Colton's  maps  of 
the  United  States,  published  in  1862,  the  stream  is 
still  called  the  Padonca.  For  three  days  afterward 
the  brothers  JIallet  ascended  the  North  Fork  of  the 
Platte,  until  on  the  13th  of  June,  finding  that  its 
course  was  leading  them  to  the  northwest  instead  of 
the  direction  they  had  determined  upon,  they  turned 
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to  the  left,  crossed  the  North  Fork,  traversed  the 
tongue  of  land  made  b}-  the  two  branches,  and  en- 
camped on  the  shores  of  a  river  which  must  have 
been  the  South  Fork. 

"It  is  not  easy  to  identify  with  absolute  cer- 
tainty* the  water  courses  which  in  the  next  few  days 
thej^  seem  to  have  crossed.  From  their  journal  has 
been  eliminated  all  matter  except  such  as  would 
enable  an  engineer  officer  to  direct  the  march  of  an 
army  over  the  same  course.  It  is  manifest,  how- 
ever, that  they  crossed  several  affluents  and  the 
main  current  of  the  Republican,  marching  over  a 
treeless  countr}',  which  supplied  barely  wood  enough 
for  cooking  purposes,  and  recording  that  these  bare 
plains  extended  as  far  as  the  mountains  in  the 
vieinitj'  of  Santa  Fe.  On  the  20th  they  reached 
and  crossed  a  deep  and  rapid  river,  losing  in  the 
operation  seven  horses  laden  with  merchandise. 
This  stream  they  saj'  was  the  Kansas.  Again  they 
entered  upon  the- prairies  bare  of  trees,  dependent 
upon  buffalo  chips  for  their  fuel,  encamping  nearly 
every  night  bj-  a  water-course,  until  on  the  30th  of 
June,  they  pitched  their  tents  upon  the  banks  of 
the  Arkansas  River,  where  for  the  first  time  they 
came  upon  traces  of  Spanish  occupation." 

Although  the  act  creating  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
oraska  became  a  law  on  May  30,  1854,  it  was  not 
until  October  of  that  year  that  the  officers  appointed 
by  President  Pierce  reached  Bellevue,  then  the  only 
pretentious  village  in  the  Territory.  These  offlcei-s 
were:  Secretary,  Thomas  B.  Cuming,  of  Iowa; 
chief  justice,  Fenner  Ferguson,  of  Michigan  ;  asso- 
ciate justices,  James  Bradley,  of  Indiana,  and 
Edward  R.  Hardin,  of  Georgia;  marshall,  Mark  W. 
Izard,  of  Arkansas;  attorney.  Experience  Esta- 
brook,  of  Wisconsin.  Gov.  Burt  was  a  Southern 
gentleman  of  birth  and  education,  and  was  a  man 
of  sterling  integrity  and  unblemished  reputation. 
Before  receiving  his  appointment  as  governor  of  the 
Territory  of  Nebraska  he  had  held  important  pub- 
lic positions,  both  in  his  own  State  and  in  Wash- 
ington. He  was  a  man  who  would  undoubtedlj' 
have  left  his  impress  upon  the  history  of  Nebraska 
had  his  life  been  spared ;  but  his  visit  was  destined 
to  be  of  brief  duration,  for  he  died  within  a  few 
days  after  his  an-ival.     The  governor  and  his  party 


arrived  at  Bellevue  on  October  7.  1854.  The  jour- 
ney from  the  east  had  been  a  severe  one  for  Go\'. 
Burt,  and  he  was  taken  sick  at  St.  Louis.  In 
spite  of  his  illness,  however,  he  pursued  his  journey, 
arriving  at  Bellevue  in  bad  condition.  He  was  made 
as  comfortable  as  possible  at  the  Presbyterian  Mis- 
sion, then  in  charge  of  Rev.  William  Hamilton,  and 
medical  aid  summoned  from  Omaha  and  Council 
Bluffs ;  but  all  the  efforts  in  his  behalf  were  unavail- 
ing, and  he  died  on  October  18,  just  eleven  days 
after  his  arrival  at  Bellevue,  and  twenty-one  days 
after  being  taken  ill  at  St.  Louis.  By  virtue  of  his 
office.  Secretary  Thomas  B.  Cuming  became  acting 
governor.  Mr.  Cuming  assumed  the  duties  of  the 
office  at  once,  and  on  October  18,  issued  the  first 
proclamation  promulgated  in  the  new  TerritoiT.  It 
contained  the  official  announcement  of  the  death  of 
Gov.  Burt.  In  the  proclamation  Acting  Governor 
Cuming  referred  to  the  efforts  made  to  save  the  life 
of  Gov.  Burt,  and  directed  that  the  National  colors 
within  the  Territorj-  be  draped  in  mourning. 

The  news  of  the  death  of  Gov.  Burt  cast  a  gloom 
over  the  Territor}'.  Resolutions  of  regret  and  con- 
dolence were  adopted  and  published  in  the  only  two 
papers  published  in  the  Territoiy,  and  the  President 
of  the  United  States  notified.  The  funeral  services 
were  held  at  Bellevue  on  October  19,  after  which 
the  remains  were  taken  to  South  Carolina  by  Barton 
Green,  Ward  B.  Howard,  James  Dojle  and  W.  R. 
Jones.  Thus  closed  the  first  tragedy  in  the  official 
life  of  the  new  Territory. 

No  sooner  had  the  proper  respects  been  paid 
to  the  memory  of  the  Territory's  distinguished  dead , 
than  the  affairs  of  the  living  pushed  themselves  into 
prominence.  A  capital  for  the  new  Territory  was 
to  be  selected,  and  the  wheels  of  government  put  in 
motion.  The  ambitious  citizens  of  Bellevue,  Flor- 
ence, Omaha,  Nebraska  City  and  Plattsmouth 
entered  into  a  fierce  competition  for  the  seat  of 
government.  After  due  consideration  of  the  claims 
of  the  rival  towns.  Acting  Governor  Cuming  decided 
to  locate  the  capital  at  Omaha,  although  Bellevue 
was  retained  as  the  official  place  of  residence  until 
January,  1855,  in  which  month  the  first  session  of 
the  Territorial  Legislature  met  at  Omaha.  In  a 
proclamation  issued  December  20,  1854,  the  acting 
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goveruor  designated  Omaha  as  the  capital,  and 
called  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  to  meet  at 
that  city  on  the  16th  day  of  January-,  1855.  Pre- 
viously to  this,  however,  a  census  of  the  Territorj' 
had  been  taken  h\  order  of  the  acting  governor, 
and  an  election  called  for.  The  census  revealed  a 
population  of  2,732.  The  Territor3-  was  divided 
into  eight  counties,  which  were  designated  as  Burt, 
A\'ashington,  Douglas,  Dodge,  Cass,  Pierce,  Forney 
and  Richardson.  The  membership  of  the  first 
Legislature  was  divided  as  follows: 

Burt  County — One  Councihnan.  two  Representu- 

Washington  County — One  Councilman,  two  Rep- 
resentatives. 

Douglas  County — Four  Couneilmen.  eight  Re|)- 
resentati-^-es. 

Dodge  County — One  Councilman,  two  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Cass  County — One  Councilman,  two  Representa- 
tives. 

Pierce  County — Three  Councilman,  five  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Forne}'  County — One  Councilman,  two  Repre- 
sentatives. 

Richardson  Count3' — One  Councilman,  two  Rep- 
resentatives. 

On  December  12,  1854,  the  first  general  election 
in  the  new  Territory  was  held.  It  resulted  in  the 
selection  of  Napoleon  B.  Giddings  as  the  Territorial 
delegate  to  Congress. 

The  first  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature 
convened  in  a  two-story  brick  building  erected  at 
Omaha  for  its  reception,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M.,  Jan- 
uary 16,  1855.  A  temporar}'  organization  of  the 
Council  was  effected  bj'  the  election  of  Hiram  P. 
Bennett,  of  Pierce  County,  president,  jjro  tern.  A 
committee  on  credentials,  consisting  of  Joseph  L. 
Shai-p,  James  C.  Mitchell  and  Lafayette  Nuckolls, 
was  appointed  and  an  adjournment  taken  until  two 
o'clock  P.  M.  The  Representatives  also  efl^ected  a 
similar  organization  by  electing  John  M.  Latham,  of 
Cass  County,  speaker,  and  J.  W.  Paddock,  chief 
clerk,  jH-o  tern.  At  2  o'clock  P.  M. ,  of  the  same 
day,  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  convened  in 
joint  session  to  listen  to  the  first  gubernatorial  mes- 


sage. Acting  Governor  Cuming  alluded  feelingly 
to  the  untimely  death  of  Gov.  Burt.  The  principal 
part  of  the  message  was  devoted  to  a  discussion  of 
the  Pacific  Railway.  Its  importance  to  the  welfare 
of  the  new  Territorj-  was  debated  upon  and  a  strong 
argument  made  in  favor  of  the  Platte  Vallej^  route — 
an  argument  which  has  been  fully  vindicated  by  the 
completion  of  the  great  railway  system  along  the 
route  indicated. 

The  first  Nebraska  Legislature  was  not,  in  all 
respects,  a  model  one.  But,  considering  the  some- 
what chaotic  condition  of  affairs  in  the  Territoiy,  it 
made  a  fair  beginning,  and  there  was  much  accom- 
plished in  the  way  of  legislation  that  was  worthy  of 
commendation. 

The  local  machinery  of  go\'ernment  was  pro- 
vided for  and  county  officers  created.  The  criminal 
code  of  Iowa,  with  some  slight,  necessary  altera- 
tions, was  adopted  for  the  regulation  of  the  new 
Territory.  The  capital  was  fomialh-  and  officially 
located  at  Omaha.  Nor  were  the  educational  inter- 
ests of  the  j'oung  commonwealth  lost  sight  of. 
Three  institutions  of  learning,  viz. :  The  Simpson 
University,  at  Omaha ;  the  Nebraska  University,  at 
Fontanelle,  and  the  Collegiate  and  Preparatory  In- 
stitute, at  Nebraska  City,  were  incorporated. 
Among  the  notable  transactions  of  this,  the  first 
session  of  Nebraska's  Legislature,  was  the  favor- 
able report,  by  M.  H.  Clark,  chaii-man  of  the  Coun- 
cil committee  on  corporation,  on  the  bill  chartering 
the  Platte  Vallej-  and  Pacific  Railroad  Companj-,  a 
proposed  line  which  has  since  become  one  of  the 
greatest  commercial  highwajs  of  the  world. 

In  the  meantime,  President  Pierce  had  appointetl 
Mark  31.  Izard,  of  Arkansas,  to  succeed  Gov.  Burt. 
Gov.  Izard  arrived  at  Omaha  on  Februarj-  20, 1855, 
and  took  the  oath  of  office  three  daj-s  later. 

There  was  much  to  be  done,  even  after  the  ad- 
journment of  the  Legislature.  Gov.  Izard  at  once 
took  steps  looking  to  the  establisment  of  the  affairs 
of  the  Territorj'  on  a  firmer  and  more  substantial 
basis.  In  the  year  1855  a  formal  census  of  all  the 
white  persons  in  the  Territory  was  taken,  which  dis- 
closed the  fact  that  4,491  people  had  taken  up  their 
permanent  residence  in  Nebraska.  In  that  year  the 
several  towns  in  the  Territorv  besan  to  assume  bet^ 
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ter  proportions.  Society  became  settled,  and  mat- 
ters assumed  a  less  transient  aspect.  The  second 
session  of  the  Legislature  assembled  on  December 
18,  1855.  In  his  annual  message,  Gov.  Izard 
alluded  to  the  progress  of  the  work  on  the  capitol, 
which  was  rapidly  approaching  completion.  The 
progress  of  the  Territorial  survej-s,  under  the  direc-. 
tion  of  Surveyor  General  Calhoun,  was  spoken  of,  and 
many  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  needs  of  the 
Territory  referred  to.  The  Territory  made  consider- 
able progress  during  the  year  1856.  The  boundary 
lines  of  the  counties  were  established  by  the  Legis- 
lature. A  road  from  Omaha  to  Fort  Kearney  was 
sui-veyed  and  its  construction  commenced.  The 
second  session  of  the  Legislature  also  provided  for 
the  common  school  system  of  the  State.  The  real 
and  personal  property  of  the  Territory  was  assessed , 
and  another  census  taken,  which  revealed  the  pres- 
ence of  10,716  inhabitants. 

The  third  session  of  the  Legislature  assembled 
on  January  5,  1857.  The  Territorial  machinery  had 
now  been  in  operation  two  entire  years,  and  matters 
seemed  to  be  passing  along  smoothly.  In  his  an- 
nual message.  Gov.  Izard  congratulated  the  citizens 
of  the  Territory  upon  their  prosperitj-.  The  follow- 
ing excerpt  from  his  message  is  quoted  as  being  a 
fair  idea  of  the  condition  of  the  Territory  at  that 
time.  Gov.  Izard  says:  --Wecan  boast  of  a  pop- 
ulation of  more  than  15,000  intelligent,  orderly  and 
energetic  citizens,  who  can  challenge  comparison 
with  those  of  any  State  or  Territory  of  the  Union ; 
of  flourishing  towns  and  prosperous  cities,  with  their 
handsome  church  edifices,  well-regulated  schools 
and  busy  streets ;  of  our  broad  and  beautiful  prai- 
ries, being  thickly  dotted  with  comfortable  farm 
houses  and  well-cultivated  fields,  yielding  their  rich 
treasures  to  the  hand  of  peaceful  industry.  The 
appreciation  of  property  far  exceeds  the  expectation 
of  the  most  sanguine.  Business  lots  upon  the  streets 
where  the  wild  grass  still  flourishes  are  readily  com- 
manding from  $500  to  $3,000  each;  lands  adjacent 
to  our  most  prosperous  towns  sell  readily  at  from 
$50  to  $400  per  acre ;  credit  is  almost  unknown  in 
our  business  circles ;  no  citizen  oppressed  by  debt 
or  eriiipled  in  his  energies  by  tlje  hand  of  jjenury 
and  want ;    Imt  all.  encoura<red  bv  the  success  of  the 


past,  look  forward  to  the  future  with  eager  hope  and 
bright  anticipations. " 

It  was  during  this,  the  third  session  of  the  Leg- 
islature, that  the  first  attempt  to  remove  the  capital 
from  Omaha  occurred.  A  bill  was  passed  locating 
the  capital  at  "  Douglas,"  a  proposed  town  in  a  pro- 
posed county.  Gov.  Izard  promptly  vetoed  the  bill 
and  thus  killed  the  first  attempt  at  removal. 

The  most  striking  piece  of  legislation  accom- 
plished by  the  third  session  was  the  passage  of  the 
bill  repealing  the  criminal  code,  leaving  the  Terri- 
tory without  a  law  against  crime  or  misdemeanor  of 
any  character.  As  a  piece  of  ill-advised  legislation 
it  stands  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  Nebraska 
Territory.  It  may  be  said,  to  the  personal  credit  of 
Gov.  Izard,  that  he  vetoed  the  bill;  but  that  the 
Legislature  passed  it  over  his  veto. 

The  fourth  session  of  the  Legislature,  which 
convened  on  Decembers,  1857,  was  destined  to  lie 
a  memorable  one  in  the  history  of  the  young  Terri- 
tory, for  it  was  during  this  session  that  a  majority 
of  the  members  withdrew  and  attempted  to  set  up  a 
new  government  at  Florence.  The  division  in  the 
Legislature  resulted  from  the  renewal  of  the  attempts 
to  remove  the  capital  from  Omaha.  The  followinu 
brief  extract  from  the  official  report  <jf  the  •Flor- 
ence secession"  will  give  the  reader  a  clear  view  of 
the  facts  concerning  that  somewhat  extraordinary 
affair:  ''On  the  morning  of  January  7,  1858,  the 
House  went  into  committee  of  the  whole  to  ostensi- 
bly consider  a  joint  resolution,  making  it  obligatory 
on  the  Legislature  to  award  the  printing  of  the  Ter- 
ritory to  some  one  established  in  the  business  within 
the  limits  of  Nebraska,  but  really,  as  claimed  by  the 
friends  of  the  removal  scheme,  to  flllibuster  to  pre- 
vent the  consideration  of  the  capital  l)ill.  The 
speaker,  James  H.  Decker,  withdrew  from  the 
House,  with  his  friends.  Thirteen  members  re- 
mained in  session,  and  when  the  committee  rose,  J. 
S.  Morton  was  chosen  speaker,  ^jco  tern.  Asking 
leave  to  sit  again,  the  committee  reported  their  work 
unfinished,  and  the  session  was  declared  adjourned. 
The  following  morning,  the  8tli,  the  House  met. 
and,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Donelan,  to  adjourn  to  meet 
at  Florence,  the  session  was  declared  adjourned  I'y 
Speaker  Decker.      Thereupon  all  luit  thirteen  mem- 
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hers  quitted  the  chamber.  Mr.  3Iortoii  then  nom- 
inated Mr.  Poppleton  as  speaker  ^j/-o  tern.  The 
minority-  then  adjourned  to  meet  at  the  regular  place 
of  holding  session,  on  the  next  day  at  9  o'clock  A. 
M.  The  infection  spread  to  the  Council,  where,  on 
the  8th,  Mr.  Reeves  moved  that  the  Council  adjourn 
to  meet  at  Florence  on  the  succeeding  morning. 
President  George  L.  Miller  declined  to  entertain  the 
motion  upon  the  ground  that,  under  the  organic 
act,  no  such  adjournment  could  take  place  without 
the  concurrent  action  of  both  Houses  and  the  official 
sanction  of  the  governor.  Mr.  Reeves  appealed  from 
this  ruling,  and,  b}-  a  vote  of  8  to  4,  the  ruling  was 
not  sustained.  The  president  still  refused  to  enter- 
tain the  motion,  and  Mr.  Reeves,  standing  in  his 
place,  put  the  motion,  and  it  was  can-ied  h\  a  vote 
of  8  to  4.  The  eight  members  thereupon  left  the 
chamber." 

The  Florence  secession,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
effectually  l^locked  all  further  legislation  in  that 
session.  The  seceding  branch  went  through  the 
formality  of  holding  daily  sessions  at  Florence; 
but  thej'  accomplished  nothing  in  the  way  of  legis- 
lation. The  minority  branch  met  at  Omaha  from 
daj'  to  day  until  the  session  expired,  on  January  16, 
by  limitation. 

Thomas  B.  Cuming,  who  for  a  second  time  was 
serving  the  people  of  the  Territory  as  acting  gov- 
ernor— Gov.  Izard  having  resigned — declined  to 
issue  an  order  requested  by  the  seceding  branch, 
compelling  the  "minority  Legislature,"  to  deliver 
to  the  majority  the  books  and  documents  necessary 
for  the  proper  transaction  of  business.  Thus  mat- 
ters stood  until  January  12,  when  Gov.  Richardson, 
Izard's  successor,  arrived  at  Omaha  and  assumed 
the  duties  of  the  office.  Although  waited  upon  by 
a  delegation  from  the  Sfccdinu,  Imiuch  of  the  licu- 
islature.  Gov.  Richardson  ili'dim-il  lo  i:i\c  iluit  lioily 
anj-  satisfaction.  He  ad\isc(l  thr  siM/ediiig  inciiilicrs 
to  return  to  Omaha,  and  assured  them  that  their 
interests  as  well  as  themselves  would  be  full}'  pro- 
tected. The  Legislature  adjourned  on  January  16. 
before  Gov.  Richardson's  invitation  was  accepted. 
A  few  months  later,  on  August  14,  Gov.  Richard- 
son issued  a  proclamation  calling  the  Legislature  to 
meet  in  special   session  on  September  21.      In  his 


proclamation,  the  Governor  alluded  to  the  fact  that 
the  disagreement  between  the  waring-  factions,  in 
the  preceding  session,  had  left  the  Territory  without 
a  criminal  code,  and  to  other  matters  of  importance 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Territory. 

The  special  session,  which  is  known  as  the  fifth 
session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  assembled  at 
Omaha  on  September  21,  1858,  and  was  organized 
by  the  election  of  the  following  officers :  House  : 
H.  P.  Bennett,  speaker;  E.  G.  McNeely,  chief 
clerk.  Council:  H.  L.  Bowen,  president;  S.  M. 
Curran,  chief  clerk.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the 
session  was  the  adoption  of  resolutions  upon  the 
death  of  Thomas  B.  Cuming,  secretary  of  the  Ter- 
ritory, which  occurred  on  March  12,  1858.  His  life, 
character  and  distinguished  services  to  the  Territory 
wei-e  fittingly  referred  to  in  the  following  words : 
'■Thomas  B.  Cuming  was  appointed  secretary  of 
the  Territorj-  of  Nebraska,  by  Franklin  Pierce, 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  entered  at  once 
upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  office,  arriv- 
ing here  in  tlie  month  of  September,  1854.  By  the 
untimely  decease  of  Gov.  Burt,  he  succeeded  to 
the  supreme  executive,  and  became  acting  governor 
of  the  Territory.  How  ably  he  filled  that  office 
those  living  can  testify.  In  the  organization  of  the 
first  Legislature,  surrounded  as  he  was  by  conflict- 
ing elements,  threatened  by  fierce  and  contending 
factions,  standing  in  imminent  danger  of  even  per- 
sonal violence,  he  wavered  not  once  in  his  fealty  to 
the  general  government,  nor  in  his  fidelity  to  the 
trust  imposed  in  him.  Throughout  the  duration  of 
those  troublesome  times  he  pursued  a  policy,  the 
sagacity  of  which  was  proved  by  its  success,  and 
the  wisdom  of  which  is  evidenced  by  the  present 
prosperous  condition  of  the  Territory  which  he 
governed." 

Upon  the  death  of  Secretary  Cuming,  John  B. 
Motley  performed  the  duties  of  the  office  until  July 
12,  when  J.  Sterling  Morton,  who  had  been  ap- 
pointed, assumed  the  office. 

The  most  Interesting  feature  of  the  fifth  session 
of  the  Legislature  was  the  first  contest  over  the 
aliolition  of  slavery  in  the  Territory.  On  Novem- 
ber 1,  Representative  S.  G.  Dailj'  introduced  a  bill 
"to  abolish  slavery  in  the  Temtory  of  Nebraska.  ' 
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It  was  referred  to  a  special  committee,  consisting  of 
S.  G.  Daily,  James  Stewart,  John  Taffe,  D.  P.  Ran- 
Icin  and  William  C.  Fleming.  Two  reports  were 
submitted  b_y  the  committee,  the  majority  i-eport 
Ijeing  favorable  and  the  minority  unfavorable.  Af- 
ter a  very  brief  discussion  the  bill  was  laid  upon 
the  table  and  not  taken  up  again  during  the  session. 
But  the  friends  of  abolition  were  not  to  be  deterred 
from  their  purpose  of  making  Nebraska  a  free  State 
in  name  as  well  as  in  fact. 

The  sixth  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature 
convened  on  December  5,  1859.  In  the  interim  be- 
tween the  fifth  and  sixth  sessions.  Gov.  Richardson 
had  resigned  his  office.  Secretary  J.  Sterling  Mor- 
ton assumed  the  executive  functions  until  Maj^  2, 
1859,  when  Gov.  Samuel  "W.  Black  arrived  to  take  the 
office.  Gov.  Black  delivered  his  first  message  to 
the  sixth  session  on  the  day  following  its  opening. 
The  following  facts  gleaned  from  his  first  message 
will  be  of  interest  as  showing  the  growth  and 
progress  of  the  Territory :  "  This  Territory  was 
organized  on  May  30,  1854,  and  the  first  Legislature 
met  at  Omaha  on  January  16,  1855.  In  that  body 
eight  counties  were  represented.  Now,  at  the  expira- 
tion of  less  than  five  years,  twenty-three  counties 
have  theu-  Representatives  in  the  Legislature,  and 
thirty-five  counties  have  been  fully  organized  or 
their  boundaries  defined  by  law.  The  lands  in  Ne- 
braska actually  surveyed  amount  to  8,851,758  acres. 
The  surveys  have  been  extended  from  the  dividing 
line  between  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  on  the  fortieth 
parallel,  to  the  latitude  of  42  degi-ees,  51  minutes, 
while  the  average  depth  of  the  Missouri  Ri^er  is 
about  140  miles." 

The  sixth  Legislature  was  noted  by  the  renewal 
of  the  contest  over  the  slavery  question,  and  by  the 
first  attempt  to  form  a  State  government.  Strictly 
speaking,  Nebraska  was  not  a  slave  Territorj'. 
The  bill  erecting  the  Territories  of  Kansas  and  Ne- 
braska left  the  slavery  question  to  the  decision  of 
the  citizens  of  those  Territories.  The  contest  over 
the  question  of  slavery  was  a  bitter  one  in  Kansas  ; 
but,  owing  to  her  geographical  location,  Nebraska 
did  not  offer  a  promising  field  for  the  extension  of 
slavery.  The  first  official  census,  taken  in  1854, 
revealed  the  presence  of  thirteen  slaves.      3Iost  of 


them  were  brought  to  the  Territory  bj'  the  officials 
coming  from  slave  States,  and  it  is  probably  the  fact 
that  their  servitude  was  almost  voluntary.  We 
have  already  noted  the  failure  of  the  first  attempt  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Nebraska.  The  friends  of  the. 
movement  did  not  long  remain  idle.  On  Wednes- 
daj-,  December  7,  1859,  the  third  day  of  the  sixth 
session  of  the  Territorial  Legislature,  William  H. 
Taylor  introduced  in  the  Council  a  bill  ' '  to  abolish 
and  prohibit  slavery  or  involuntary  servitude. "  It 
was  referred  to  a  special  committee  consisting  of 
William  H.  Taylor,  George  W.  Doane  and  George 
L.  Miller.  On  December  12,  two  reports  were  sub- 
mitted from  the  committee,  one  by  Mr.  Taylor  and 
one  by  Mr.  Miller.  In  his  report,  Mr.  Taylor  cited 
the  fact  that  slavery  did  actually  exist  in  the  Terri- 
toiy,  and  gave  the  names  of  the  men  who  held 
slaves.  He  recommended  the  passage  of  the  liill 
for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  Because  no  human  being  should  be  held  in 
slaverj'  in  this  Territory  now  and  hereafter. 

2.  Because  slavery  does  practically  exist  in 
Nebraska,  and  should  be  prohibited. 

3.  Because  the  people  of  the  Territory,  in  their 
Territorial  capacity,  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
slavery  or  involuntary  servitude,  and  are  responsible 
for  its  continuance. 

4.  Because  the  administration  and  a  large  party 
in  this  country  maintain  that  ueither  the  people  of 
the  Ten'itories  nor  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
have  the  power  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  of 
slaverj' ;  and  it  is  time  this  monstrous  proposition 
was  settled  and  forever  put  at  rest  by  the  judicial 
tribunals  of  the  land. 

5.  Because  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  forever 
rid  us  of  the  excitement  created  in  a  neighborhood 
by  the  slavery  propagandist,  upon  the  escape  of  a 
slave  from  bondage. 

6.  Because  now  is  the  most  propitious  time  to 
rid  ourselves  of  slavery  if  there  is  anything  in  popu- 
lar sovereignty. 

7.  Because  if  we  permit  people  to  hold  slaves, 
and  slavery  to  exist  in  Nebraska,  when  we  can  get 
rid  of  it,  we  will  be  justly  censured  by  the  present 
and  succeeding  generations. 
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In  his  report  Mr.  Miller  asserted  that  it  was 
injudicious  for  the  Legislature  to  lend  itself  to  the 
agitation  of  a  suliject  which,  to  the  people  of  Ne- 
braska at  least,  was  conceded  to  be  really  of  no 
practical  importance.  He  denied  the  necessity  of 
the  bill,  and  claimed  that  "no  sane  person  for  a 
moment  supposes  that  Nebraska  is  in  the  slightest 
possible  danger  of  being  either  a  slave  Territory  or 
a  slave  State. "  "  Popular  sentiment  in  Nebraska, " 
said  Mr.  Miller,  ' '  is  universally  against  the  institu- 
tion of  slavery,  and  even  if  it  were  not,  and  the 
public  voice  was  to  pronounce  to-day  in  favor  of  its 
establishment  here,  the  controlling  laws  of  nature, 
peculiar  to  the  latitude,  would  utterly  preclude  the 
possibility'  of  its  obtaining  a  pei-manent  place  among 
us.  Suppose  it  true — which  it  is  not — that  the  Ter- 
ritory does  furnish  a  pi-ofitable  field  for  slave  labor, 
who  is  there  so  infatuated  as  to  believe  for  an 
instant  that  this  Territory,  peopled  almost  entirely 
by  men  whose  associations  from  infancy,  and  whose 
education  in  the  midst  of  free  institutions  have  con- 
ducted them  into  manhood,  not  only  with  all  their 
prejudice,  liut  with  all  the  convictions  of  their  judg- 
ment against  the  institution — who  so  foolish  as  to 
say  that  legislation  is  required  or  ought  to  be  granted 
on  this  subject?"  Mr.  Miller  made  light  of  the 
claims  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  that  its  passage  was 
a  necessity,  and  concluded  his  report  as  follows: 
'  ■  In  view  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  the 
admitted  absence  of  any  necessity  either  for  the 
bill  under  consideration  or  the  report  which  is  made 
upon  it,  it  may  be  justly  presumed  that  both  were 
designed  for  the  single  and  sole  purpose  of  agitating 
a  subject  which  may  be  thought  calculated  to 
advance  the  political  interests  of  restless  and  am- 
bitious men,  at  the  expense  of  the  peace,  harmony 
and  good  will  that  ought  to  unite  in  the  bonds  of 
common  hopes  and  common  aims  of  the  people  of 
the  Territorj",  which  certainlj-  requires  the  combined 
efforts  and  energies  of  all  to  secure  to  it  that  posi- 
tion to  which,  by  its  inexhaustible  resources,  geo- 
graphical situation  and  other  advantages,  it  is  so 
very  justlj'  entitled.  Nor  can  your  committee  per- 
mit the  occasion  to  pass  without  expressing  the 
opinion  that  the  effort  to  introduce  to  Nebraska  the 
popular  excitements  which  have  agitated  and  dis- 


tracted other  communities,  in  our  neighborhood,  will 
be  a  miserable  failure.  The  people  understand  the 
motives  which  move  men  to  engage  in  these  political 
games,  and  they  will  meet  them  in  the  proper  way 
and  by  the  proper  means,  regarding  onlj'  those 
things  that  shall  best  redound  to  the  political  peace 
and  permanent  prosperitj'  of  the  entire  Territory." 
Mr.  Doane  concurred,  in  the  main,  with  the  views 
expressed  in  the  report  submitted  bj-  Jlr.  Miller. 

The  bill  also  made  its  appearance  in  the  House 
on  December  7,  being  presented  by  T.  M.  Marquette. 
On  the  following  day  an  attempt  made  to  lay  the 
bill  on  the  table  was  unsuccessful.  Then  a  mo- 
tion to  reject  the  bill  was  defeated  by  a  vote  of 
24  to  11.  On  December  16,  the  measure  was 
taken  up  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  House 
and  amended  so  as  to  prohibit  the  further  exten- 
sion of  slavery  in  the  Territory,  without  effecting 
the  status  of  the  slaves  already  held.  After  an  un- 
successful attempt  to  strike  out  the  enacting  clause, 
the  bill  was  engrossed  and  passed  to  a  third  reading. 
The  bill  came  up  for  its  final  passage  in  the  House 
on  December  17.  The  opponents  of  the  measure 
resorted  to  every  form  of  parliamentary  strategy  to 
avoid  a  vote,  but  their  efforts  were  unavailing.  The 
bill  passed  by  a  vote  of  21  to  17. 

In  the  Council,  on  December  20,  consideration 
of  the  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed,  and  for  a  time 
the  friends  of  the  measure  believed  that  their  efforts 
to  make  Nebraska  a  free  Territory  were  to  be  unsuc- 
cessful. On  December  29,  Mr.  Little  offered  "a 
joint  resolution  for  the  prohibition  of  slavery  in  Ne- 
braska." It  was  objected  to  on  the  ground  that  the 
whole  matter  had  been  disposed  of  by  indefinite 
postponement.  The  chair  decided  the  pomt  of  order 
not  well  taken.  The  resolution  was  then  put  in  the 
form  of  a  bill  and  passed.  In  its  new  form  it  was 
returned  to  the  House,  where  it  was  again  amended 
and  passed.  On  the  3d  of  January,  the  Council 
concurred  in  the  amendments,  and  the  bill  was 
finally  sent  to  the  governor.  Ou  January  9,  Gov. 
Black  returned  the  bill  with  his  veto.  In  his  mes- 
sage, which  was  an  elaborate  document,  the  governor 
discussed  the  subject  in  all  its  legal  and  constitu- 
tional aspects.  He  believed  that  the  constitution, 
"  while  not  can-ying  slavery  into  the  Territories,  did 
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guarantee  the  propert}"  right  of  masters  in  shives. 
and  permitted  the  owners  to  carry  them  where\-er 
they  desired. "  Discussing  the  power  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  pass  the  bill,  Gov.  Black  said:  '^The 
Territorial  Legislature  was  deemed  but  a  temporary 
department,  having  no  right  or  power  to  pass  a  law 
which  was  regarded  as  conflicting  with  the  individual 
rights  of  citizens — rights  protected  b}'  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. "  Thus  the  second  attempt 
to  abolish  and  prohibit  slavery  in  Nebraska  proved 
a  failure;  but  a  sentiment  iu  favor  of  making  Ne- 
braska Territory  free  soil  had  been  created,  and  it 
soon  became  powerful  enough  to  place  the  desired 
law  upon  the  statute  books,  as  will  be  seen  further 
on  in  this  volume. 

Another  notable  feature  of  the  sixth  session  was 
the  first  attempt  to  raise  Nebraska  to  the  dignity  of 
Statehood.  In  his  message  Gov.  Black  had  dis- 
cussed the  question  of  Statehood,  but  stated  that 
Nebraska  was  hardly  j'et  in  a  position  to  claim  ad- 
mission, for  the  reason  that  the  population  of  the 
Territory  was  not  large  enough.  In  spite  of  the 
governor's  views,  however,  the  Legislature  at  this 
session  passed  a  bill  entitled  ' '  an  act  to  frame  a 
constitution  and  State  government  for  the  State  of 
Nebraska."  The  proposition  embodied  in  the  bill 
was  submitted  to  a  vote  of  the  people  on  March  5, 
ISGO.     It  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  2,372  to  2,094. 

The  seventh  session  of  the  Legislature  convened 
on  Mondaj',  December  3,  1860.  Gov.  Black's  an- 
nual message  indicated  that  at  that  time  the  Ter- 
ritorial debt  amounted  to  §50,000.  Various  matters 
of  importance  to  the  development  of  the  Territory 
were  discussed  in  the  message.  It  was  dui-ing  this 
session  that  the  slavery  question  received  its  final 
quietus  in  Nebraska.  On  December  7,  John  M. 
Thayer  introduced  a  bill  in  the  Council  ' '  to  abolish 
slavery  and  involuntary  servitude  in  the  Territory." 
The  same  bill  had  been  inti-oduced  in  the  House  on 
December  6,  by  Representative  Mathias.  Both 
Houses  passed  the  bill,  but  for  a  second  time  Gov. 
Black  interposed  a  veto.  His  veto  message  was 
very  similar  to  the  one  penned  by  him  in  the  pre- 
vious session.  It  was,  as  may  be  expected,  severely 
censured  by  the  friends  of  abolition.  Councilman 
T.  W.  Tipton,  afterward  United  States  Senator  from 


Nebraska,  commented  on  the  \eto  message  as  fol- 
lows: '•  In  my  humble  opinion  this  veto  message 
is  a  most  remarkable  production — ^remarkable  on 
account  of  the  pertinacity  with  which  His  Excellency 
follows  up  this  question  of  human  freedom  with 
ponderous  documents,  earnest  protests  and  unavail- 
ing entreaties.  In  its  component  parts,  it  is  equally 
remarkable,  whether  you  consider  it  a  system  of 
dove-tailed  fallacies,  special  pleadings  or  sublimated 
foolishness.  If  His  Excellency  had  a  mint  of  gold 
with  which  to  bribe  this  Legislature,  and  we 
possessed  all  the  logical  acumen  and  captivating 
eloquence  of  our  race ;  were  we  willing  to  receive 
the  one  and  exert  the  other,  we  could  neither  give 
dignity  to  this  document  nor  force  to  its  conclusions. 
The  honest  hearts  of  our  constituents  would  consign 
us,  for  our  efforts,  to  everlasting  political  infamy." 
The  sentiment  in  favor  of  abolition  had  grown  rap- 
idly in  the  short  time  which  had  elapsed  between 
the  sixth  and  seventh  sessions.  Consequently  the 
friends  of  the  measure  had  no  difficulty  in  securing 
its  passage  over  the  governor's  veto.  Thus  closed 
the  contest  over  slavery  in  Nebraska.  Gov.  Black 
was  the  last  of  the  succession  of  Democratic  gov- 
ernors that  had  presided  over  the  destinies  of  the 
young  Territory  since  its  organization  in  1854.  His 
political  and  social  education  had  placed  him  in  the 
ranks  of  those  who  believed  that  the  constitution 
guaranteed  the  right  of  a  master  to  own  slaves  in  any 
State  or  TeiTitory  of  the  Union.  He  was  a  man  of 
sterling  integrity,  an  able  jurist  and  a  fine  executive 
officer.  He  died  on  the  field  of  battle  in  defense  of 
the  Union,  in  the  second  year  of  the  war.  He  was 
one  of  the  ablest  men  connected  with  the  Territorial 
government  of  Nebraska. 

The  year  1861  inaugurated  a  new  era  in  the  his- 
tory of  Nebraska.  The  Territory  had  passed  through 
the  critical  period  of  its  existence,  and  was  now  on 
the  highway  of  prosperitj'.  The  National  govern- 
ment had  passed  under  the  administi-ation  of  the 
Republican  party,  and  the  change  also  resulted  in  a 
change  in  the  politics  of  the  Territorial  government 
of  Nebraska.  Alvin  Saunders,  of  Iowa,  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  the  Territory  bj'  President  Lin- 
coln, while  Algernon  S.  Paddock  received  the 
appointment  of  Territorial  secretary.     Gov.  Saunders 
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held  his  position  until  Nebraska  assumed  the  mantle 
of  Statehood,  and  won  many  high  econiums  for  the 
able  manner  in  which  he  wielded  the  executive 
authority. 

Although  appointed  soon  after  President  Lincoln 
took  his  seat,  Gov.  Saunders  did  not  assume  the 
office  until  Maj',  1861.  In  the  meantime  the  War  of 
the  Reljellion  had  been  inaugurated  by  the  firing 
upon  Fort  Sumter.  President  Lincoln  immediately 
issued  his  call  for  75,000  volunteers.  On  Ma3'  18, 
1861,  Gov.  Saunders  issued  a  proclamation  asking 
for  the  formation  of  companies  in  Nebraska,  a  call 
which  was  speedily  responded  to.  The  proclama- 
tion is  of  interest  to  readers  of  this  sketch,  and  it 
will  be  found  in  its  appropriate  place,  in  the  chap- 
ter devoted  to  Nebraska's  part  in  the  Rebellion. 

The  eighth  session  of  the  Territorial  Legislatui-e 
added  its  endorsement  to  the  cause  of  the  Union  by 
the  adoption  of  resolutions  to  the  following  effect : 

' '  That  this  body  deems  it  its  first  duty  to  renew 
its  vows  of  allegiance  to  the  federal  govei-nment,  and 
to  reaffirm  its  devotion  to  the  Constitution  ;  that  we 
regard  secession  and  nullification  as  treason  against 
the  general  government ;  that  we  indorse  the  decla^ 
ration  of  Congi-ess  that  the  war  is  not  waged  in  any 
spirit  of  oppression  or  purpose  of  interfering  with 
the  rights  of  established  institutions,  but  to  defend 
and  maintain  the  supremacy  of  the  Constitution; 
that  whenever  an  American  citizen  unsheaths  his 
sword  or  shoulders  his  musket  he  shall  leave  the 
spoilsman,  the  partisan  and  the  politician  in  a  name- 
less grave  behind  him."     To  these  resolutions  suj> 


plementary  resolutions  were  adopted  declaring; 
' '  That  we  approve  of  the  war  ;  that  we  hold  rebels 
against  oui'  government  to  be  outside  the  pale  of  its 
protection ;  that  we  recommend  the  amendment  of 
the  act  of  confiscation  of  certain  property  so  as  to 
embrace  all  kinds  of  property." 

The  adoption  of  the  above  resolutions  left  no 
doubt  as  to  Nebraska's  position  in  the  great  strug- 
gle over  the  preservation  of  the  Union.  Nor  did 
Nebraska  stop  here.  She  raised  ti'oops,  not  only  for 
the  defense  of  the  frontier,  but  for  service  against 
the  armies  of  the  Confederacj-.  The  historj'  of  Ne- 
braska's part  in  the  war  is  reserved  for  a  special 
chapter. 

In  his  message  to  the  ninth  Legislature,  which 
convened  on  January  7,  1864,  Gov.  Saunders  re- 
ferred at  length  to  the  prosperous  condition  of  the 
Territory.  He  also  paid  a  deserved  tribute  to  the 
courage  and  high  patriotism  of  the  Nebraska  volun- 
teers, and  recommended  legislation  to  relieve  the 
necessities  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  those  who 
died  in  defense  of  the  flag.  A  resolution  indorsing 
and  upholding  President  Lincoln's  Emancipation 
Proclamation  and  the  Amnesty  Proclamation  was 
adopted. 

The  tenth  and  eleventh  sessions,  the  last  two  iu 
the  histor}'  of  the  Territory,  furnished  but  little  of 
interest  to  the  reader  of  these  pages.  The  last  ses- 
sion authorized  the  people  of  the  Territor}'  to  vote 
upon  the  question  of  Statehood.  As  the  proposition 
was  adopted,  that  period  will  be  discussed  in  a  chap- 
ter devoted  to  the  historv  of  Nebraska  as  a  State. 
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Grasshopper  Scourge — State  Officers  Sincf-  Organization. 
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Could  any  but  a  knowing,  prude 
Begin  such  motions,  and  assign 


;ueli  laws  ''—Blackn 


},  isc;4,  neaHy  ten 
years  after  the  formation 
of  the  TeiTitory,  Congress 
passed  a  law  authorizing 
the  people  of  Nebraska  to 
^  adopt  a  constitution  and 
^  s  \^  form  a  State  government ; 
ut  it  was  not  until  February  9,  1866, 
\t  tlie  Territorial  Legislature  made 
nisioii  for  caiTying  the  law  into 
ect  On  June  2,  1866,  an  election 
\\  as  held  to  decide  the  question.  The 
ciuestion  was  made  a  political  one  by 
circumstances  which  will  be  subse- 
quently related,  and  the  vote  was  a  very 
close  one  ;  but  the  opponents  to  Statehood  were  de- 
feated, the  vote  standing  3,938  for,  and  3,838 
against.  The  best  record  of  the  contest  over  the 
foi-mation  of  a  State  government  is  found  in  the 
archives  of  the  State  Historical  Society  at  Lincoln. 
A  poi-tion  of  the  record  relating  to  this  part  of 
Nebraska's  history  is  inserted  here  for  the  reason 
that  it  is  of  unquestioned  reliability,  being  prepared 
by  Hon.  C.  H.  Gere,  who  was  an  active  participant 
in  the  struggle: 

'■In  186-t  Congress  passed  an  act  to  enable  the 
people  of  Nebraska  to  form  a  constitution  and  State 
government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such  State  in- 


to the  Union  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  in  which  the  usual  amount  of  lands  were  set 
apart  for  school  purposes,  embracing  the  sixteenth 
and  thirtj--secoud  sections  of  each  township;  also 
twentj-  sections  to  be  appropriated  for  each  of  the 
public  buildings  for  legislative  and  judicial  purposes, 
fifty  sections  for  the  erection  of  a  penitentiary, 
seventy-two  sections  for  the  erection  of  a  State  uni- 
versity, twelve  salt  springs,  with  six  sections  to  each, 
adjoining  them  or  contiguous  as  may  be,  for  the  use 
of  the  State,  and  5  per  centum  of  the  proceeds  of 
all  sales  of  lands  within  the  boundaries  of  the  Terri- 
tory previous  to  its  admission  as  a  State,  for  a  com- 
mon school  fund.  By  other  acts  90,000  acres  of 
land  were  granted  to  the  State  upon  admission  for 
the  endowment  of  an  agricultural  college,  and  500,- 
000  acres  for  internal  improvements.  No  action 
was  taken  under  this  act  until  the  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  of  1865  and  1866.  During  its  session 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  draft  a  constitution 
for  submission  to  the  people.  The  committee  drew 
up  the  document.  The  Legislature  by  resolution 
appro^'ed  it,  and  passed  an  act  calling  an  election 
on  June  21,  at  which  election  not  only  the  question 
of  rejection  or  adoption  of  the  instrument  he  voted 
upon,  but  candidates  for  the  executive,  judicial 
and  legislative  offices  authorized  by  the  instrument. 
should  be  elected. 
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'•The  question  of  adopting  the  constitution  was 
immediately  made  a  political  one.  Under  the  ad- 
ministration of  President  Johnson,  a  considerable 
change  was  likely  to  be  made  in  the  boundary  lines 
between  the  two  great  parties.  The  Republican 
part}-  was  more  or  less  divided,  and  the  Democrats 
were  affiliating  with  the  Johnson  or  liberal  wing. 
The  President  was  exercising  the  powers  of  patron- 
age for  the  success  of  the  coalition,  and  the  liveliest 
hope  pervaded  the  ranks  of  the  Democracy  and  the 
Johnson  Republicans  that  another  election  or  two 
would  put  Congress  and  the  government  in  their 
hands.  Hence  the  Republicans  in  Nebraska  were 
exceedingly  anxious  to  forestall  such  a  change  and 
assist  in  holding  the  National  Legislature  for  that 
partj-  by  the  immediate  admisgion  of  Nebraska,  in 
which  they  seemed  to  have  a  good  working  majorit}-, 
and  sending  two  Senators  and  one  Congressman  of 
their  faith  to  reinforce  the  party  in  the  National 
councils.  With  equal  foresight,  the  Democratic 
leaders  saw  that  it  was  against  their  interests  to 
permit  this  to  be  done ;  that  by  delaying  the  matter 
until  their  expected  accession  of  strength  would 
give  them  control  of  the  nation,  and  eventually  of 
Nebraska,  where  the  majority  against  them  was 
comparatively  small,  they  would  assist  their  friends 
in  Washington,  and  at  the  same  time  keep  the 
coveted  Senatorship  for  themselves,  to  take  posses- 
sion of  as  soon  as  they  acquired  the  expected  pre- 
dominance at  the  polls.  For  this  reason,  the  can- 
vass became  exceedingly  lively,  and  was,  in  fact, 
the  most  thorough  and  bitterly  contested  of  any  that 
had  previously  occurred.  Each  partj-,  of  course, 
nominated  a  full  State  and  Legislative  ticket.  The 
Republican  orators  labored  for  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  Democratic  stumpers  worked 
as  hard  to  defeat  that  instrument  as  they  did  to 
secure  votes  for  their  own  candidates  for  governor, 
or  judge,  or  a  member  of  the  Legislature.  But,  as 
is  not  seldom  the  case  in  these  disputes  of  slates- 
men,  the  real  motives  of  the  patriots  on  each  side 
were  not  publicly  proclaimed,  and  the  debates  were 
ingeniouslj-  engineered  so  as  to  make  it  appear  that 
purely  economical  and  financial  principles  were  at 
I  stake.  The  Republicans  drew  rose-colored  pictures 
of  the  future  of  the  embryo  State.      They  dotted  the 


lone  prairies  of  the  Platte,  the  Salt,  the  Blue,  the 
Republican,  the  Elkhorn,  the  Loup  and  the  Niobrara 
Vallej's  with  cities  and  towns,  and  drew  a  complex 
web  of  railroads  on  the  school-house  maps,  and 
said:  'AH  these  shall  we  have  in  the  next  ten  or 
fifteen  years,  and  a  population  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands, if  we  show  to  the  people  of  the  East  arid 
Europe  our  capacity  of  self-government,  and  securt' 
the  privilege  of  chartering  and  encouraging  rail- 
roads. '  They  pointed  to  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
said:  'Here  is  the  great  mining  region;  at  our 
back  door  is  a  great  market,  that  we  need  rail- 
roads to  Colorado,  to  New  Mexico,  to  Montana  and 
Idaho  to  develop,  and  when  these  are  built  we  can 
sell  a  great  portion  of  our  surplus  corn,  wheat,  pork 
and  beef  at  a  price  that  will  rival  the  markets  of 
Illinois  and  Ohio. '  They  pointed  to  Galveston  and 
said:  'There,  only  700  miles  from  our  border,  is  a 
seaport,  and  if  we  attain  our  sovereignty  we  shall 
have  a  line  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  need  no 
longer  to  ship  our  grain  to  Europe,  to  Chicago  and 
New  York  at  rates  of  transportation  that  eat  up  all  the 
profits. '  Some  of  the  most  fervent  of  these  orators 
— among  whom  was,  notably,  a  comparatively  new 
man  in  politics,  though  an  old  settler,  David  Butler, 
of  Pawnee,  the  Republican  candidate  for  governor — 
were  so  carried  away  with  these  prophetic  views  of 
the  future  that  they  would  cut  the  prairies  in  every 
direction  with  their  paper  railroads,  and  in  their 
highest  flights  of  oratory  predicted  a  line  to  every 
county  seat  on  the  map. 

' '  The  Democratic  orators  shook  their  heads  and 
threw  cold  water  upon  these  ardent  prophesies. 
They  took  the  chalk  and  figured  upon  the  black- 
boards the  enormous  cost  of  railroad  building,  and 
called  upon  the  honest  farmers  and  mechanics  to 
pause  before  they  cast  a  ballot  that  would  impose  on 
the  new  and  sparsel}-  settled  communitj-  a  horde  of 
office-holders,  with  unlimited  power  to  rate  taxes 
upon  the  people  for  their  own  aggrandizement.  The 
Republicans  pointed  to  the  low  salaries  fixed  by  the 
proposed  constitution  for  executive  and  judicial  offi. 
cers,  and  the  limitations  bj'  which  the  Legislative 
power  to  bleed  the  people  were  hedged  and  con- 
fined. The  Democrats  contended  that  these  were 
illusions  and  traps,  that  the  irresistible   inclination 


f^ 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


H^ 


of  the  radicals  for  the  loaves  aud  fishes  of  office, 
and  their  well-known  ability  as  public  plunderers, 
would  make  these  constitutional  limitations  mere 
ropes  of  sand,  and  figured  up  the  expenses  of  a 
State  so  they  amounted  to  sums  far  above  those  set 
by  the  Republicans  as  the  utmost  limit  of  exper.- 
diture. 

'•The  event  has  shown  that  both  sides  had 
really  a  strong  case.  Even  the  sanguine  soul  of  that 
red-hot  optimist,  Butler,  fell  short  in  its  conception 
of  the  immense  strides  of  the  first  decade  of  Ne- 
braska's Statehood  in  the  building  of  railroads,  the 
development  of  wealth  and  resources  of  the  country, 
and  the  influx  of  immigration;  and  the  sarcastic 
tongue  of  the  eloquent  pessimist,  J.  Sterling  Morton, 
his  opponent  in  the  race  for  the  gubernatorial  chair, 
failed  to  state  quite  high  enough  the  figures  of 
the  annual  appropriations  of  the  State  Legislature 
for  the  canying-on  of  the  machinery  of  the  new 
commonwealth.  Because  neither  of  the  contestants 
dreamed  of  the  mighty  impulse  of  humanit3-  that  was ' 
about  to  beat  across  the  western  banks  of  the  Mis- 
souri, the  one  could  not  mark  high  enough  the 
future  tide  of  wealth  and  improvements,  and  the 
other  failed  to  estimate  the  necessities  of  large  ex- 
penditures of  money  to  meet  the  rapid  growth  and 
development  of  Nebraska. 

'•  It  was  a  stoutly  fought  campaign  and  an  ex- 
ceedingly close  election.  The  majoritj-forthe  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  was  barely  200,  and  Butler 
was  elected  governor  by  a  vote  of  4,093  to  3,948 
for  Morton.  So  close  was  the  election  that  the 
majority  of  Judge  Crounse,  one  of  the  Republican 
candidates  for  the  Supreme  Court,  was  only  six,  while 
William  A.  Little,  one  of  the  Democratic  candidates 
for  chief  justice,  was  elected. 

' '  But  the  battle  at  the  polls  was  merely  a  pre- 
liminary skirmish.  The  advocates  of  the  State  had 
captured  the  outr works,  but  the  citadel  was  j-et  to 
be  stormed.  The  Republicans  had  secured  a  major- 
ity of  certificates  of  memliership  in  each  House,  but 
there  was  a  large  number  of  contested  seats.  Cass 
County  had  given  a  large  majoritj'  against  the  con- 
stitution, and,  though  the  Republican  candidates  for 
the  Senate  and  House  from  that  county  were  declared 
elected,  a  bitter  contest  for  their  seats  was  opened 


up  by  their  opponents,  and  it  was  considered  doubt- 
ful if  some  Republican  delegate,  if  an  issue  was 
made  squarel}-  for  or  against  an  application  to  Con- 
gress for  admission,  would  not  vote  with  the  ac- 
knowledged sentiment  of  a  majority  of  tlieir  con- 
stituents, against  Statehood. 

' '  In  consequence  of  this  critical  condition  of 
affairs,  when  the  Legislature  met  at  Omaha  in  the 
old  Capitol,  on  the  4th  day  of  July,  1866,  excite- 
ment was  exceedingly  high.  The  partj-  leaders  were 
marshaled  on  both  sides  in  full  array,  much  bad 
blood  was  manifested,  and  it  was  even  predicted 
that  the  session  might  be  enlivened,  after  the  old 
stj-le,  by  a  row  in  which  physical  force  should  be 
more  potent  than  oratory  for  the  settlement  of  dis- 
puted points  of  parliamentary  practice.  *  *  *  * 
In  law,  possession  is  nine  points;  in  a  Legislature, 
experience  has  never  j'et  demonstrated  that  there 
are  any  other  points,  and  the  contested  seats  were  a 
foi'egone  conclusion  when  it  was  ocularly  demon- 
strated that  the  Republicans  had  the  organization  in 
both  Houses,  and  could  not  keep  it  without  counting 
in  the  Cass  delegation.  Rock  Bluffs  or  no  Rock 
Bluffs  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  But  the 
Democrats  had  an  arrow  in  their  quiver  that  seemed 
likely  to  do  fatal  execution.  It  was  an  adjourn- 
ment sine  die  immediately  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Legislature,  which  would  leave  the  new  State 
suspended  between  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  like 
Mahomet's  coffin,  and  overthrow  the  labor  of  months 
in  the  time  it  should  take  to  call  the  roll  of  the  two 
Houses.  The  Cass  County  delegation  was  believed 
to  be  ready  to  unite  with  them  in  the  expedient, 
and  that  would  give  them  one  majority  in  the  Senate 
and  two  in  the  House.  The  Cass  County  delegation 
had  a  secret  meeting  late  at  night  on  the  evening  of 
the  5th,  the  organization  of  the  two  Houses  having 
Ijeen  completed,  and,  it  was  understood,  agreed  to 
be  liound  by  a  vote  thus  taken,  which  resulted  in  a 
motion  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

' '  In  the  Senate  the  next  morning  a  motion  was 
made  immediately  after  roll-call,  that  the  Senate  do 
adjourn  sine  die;  and  it  was  carried  by  a  majority-  of 
one.  The  news  spread  like  wild-fire,  and  in  the 
midst  of  the  reading  of  the  journal  in  the  House, 
Paddock  arose,  aud,  amid  much  turmoil,  moved  to 
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dispense  with  its  f  urtlaer  reading.  This  was  declared 
out  of  order  In*  the  Speaker,  and  the  journal  was 
finished.  JMr.  Paddock  iramediatelj-  moved  that  the 
House  do  now  adjourn  sine  die,  and  declared  that  no 
further  business  could  be  done  in  any  event,  since 
the  Senate  had  formall}'  ended  its  existence.  The 
Speaker  properly  ruled  the  motion  out  of  order,  be- 
cause an  adjournment  sine  die,  according  to  Legisla- 
tive law,  could  only  be  had  by  a  joint  resolution. 
His  decision  was  immediatelj'  appealed  from,  and 
was  reversed  by  a  vote  of  21  to  15.  The  motion 
was  then  put,  and  in  the  midst  of  the  most  intense 
excitement,  and  activity  of  party  leaders  running  to 
and  fro,  the  ayes  and  nays  were  slowly  called.  The 
votes,  when  the  list  had  been  completed,  were  19  for 
adjournment  to  18  against.  The  Speaker  took  the 
tall}'  of  the  clerk  and  paused,  as  if  to  collect  his 
thoughts.  Maxwell,  of  the  Cass  delegation,  who 
was  not  in  sympathy  with  the  adjournment,  had 
voted  '  no. '  The  Speaker  paused  just  long  enough 
for  Hathaway,  of  the  same  delegation,  whose  sym- 
patiiies  were  in  the  same  direction,  to  conclude  that, 
as  the  delegation  was  not  a  unit,  as  he  had  supposed, 
he  would  vote  to  suit  himself,  and  he  changed  his 
aye  to  no.  The  vote  was  announced,  and  the  anti- 
State  arrow  missed  the  bulls-eye  by  a  hair's  breadth. 

'  •  As  soon  as  this  break  in  the  programme  was 
made,  the  Senators  opposed  to  adjournment  collected 
again  in  the  hall,  and,  on  motion  of  Cadman,  took  a 
recess  till  3  o'clock  P.  M.  At  that  hour  a  quorum 
presented  itself  and  quietly  and  unostentatiously  pro- 
ceeded to  business  as  if  nothing-  IkkI  happened,  and 
the  secretary  as  unobtrusively  scdivd  out  with  his 
ready  pen  all  record  of  the  niatuUiial  hari-kari. 

' '  The  next  day  Gov.  Butler  read  his  message  to 
the  joint  convention  and  the  machinery  of  the  quasi 
State  was  fairly  under  motion.  *  *  *  *  Jq  ^jjg 
meantime  the  Senatorial  candidates  had  been  waging 
their  individual  warfare,  and  there  were  more  of 
them  ostensibly  in  the  field  than  have  been  since 
noticed  on  a  similar  occasion.  The  military  won  the 
fight.  3Iaj.  General  Thayer  and  Chaplain  Tipton, 
who  both  won  their  spurs  in  the  First  Nebraska, 
came  out  ahead,  and  the  joint  convention  that  cast 
the  ballot  show  that  Tipton  was  elected  '  the  Senator 
from  the  South   Platte,'  and  Thayer   'the  Senator 


from  the  North  Platte' —  a  proceeding  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary, the  State  of  Nebraska  being  nominated 
nowhere  in  the  bond. 

"  The  seat  of  war  was  now  transferred  to  Wash- 
ington. Senators  Thayer  and  Tipton,  armed  with  the 
proper  credentials  as  the  Representatives  of  the 
State  organization,  departed  for  the  capitol,  and 
Hon.  T.  M.  Blarquette,  who  had  been  elected  l)y 
the  people  as  their  first  Congressman,  knocked 
at  the  door  of  the  House.  On  July  18,  one  week 
after  the  adjournment  of  the  Legislature,  on  the 
eve  of  the  close  of  the  long  session,  a  bill  was 
passed  admitting  Nebraska  to  the  Union.  President 
Johnson  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  Congress  ad- 
journed, leaving  the  embryo  State  out  in  the  cold. 
Upon  the  reassembling  of  Congress  in  December, 
representatives  were  on  hand  pressing  their  claims 
and  urging  the  National  Legislature  to  perform 
its  part  of  the  implied  contract  in  the  enabling  act 
of  1864.  But  the  Republicans  had,  in  the  progress 
of  their  political  struggles,  reassured  themselves  of 
their  solidity  with  the  people,  and  were  no  longer 
for  accessions  to  their  strength  on  the  floor  of  the 
Senate.  There  was  also  a  growth  of  the  stalwart 
feeling  in  favor  of  a  franchise  unlimited  by  a  color 
line.  The  fifteenth  amendment  had  not  yet  been 
proposed  to  the  Federal  constitution,  but  strong 
efforts  were  being  made  to  accomplish  its  object 
through  the  action  of  the  States  in  severalty.  The 
conservative  gentlemen  who  had  framed  the  constitu- 
tion of  Nebraska  had  inserted  the  word  '  white. 
This  the  licpiililicaii  Congress  now  objected  to. 
The  Represi'iitaii\rs  ,,|  the  old  States  were  nowmore 
solicitous  of  picsciviug  their  sectional  and  individual 
weight  in  Congress  against  the  swift  encroachments 
of  the  growing  Northwest  than  in  reaching  out  after 
party  accessions.  It  was  exceedingly  plain  that  no  ' 
majority  less  than  two-thirds  in  each  House  would 
avail,  as  the  President  was  bitterlj-  hostile  to  the 
proposition.  A  bill  was  introduced  in  the  Senate, 
howe\'er,  and  passed  that  body,  admitting  the  State 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1864, 
upon  the  following  conditions  : 

".Section  .3.  And  lie  it  fiirthi-r  nmn,,].  Thiit  thi.-iact 
shall  not  takr  ,'lTrri  r\rr|,i  MiMlrMli.'  Iiiii.l.iiiirniiil  .■Miidi- 
tions.  that  \s-iiliiii    111.'   Siiiir   (,r   N,'i,i-a>ka   tlinv  shall  be 
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no  denial  of  the  elective  franchise,  or  of  any  other  right 
to  any  other  person,  by  reason  of  race  and  color,  except- 
ing Indians  not  taxed,  and  upon  the  further  fundamental 
principle,  that  the  Legislature  of  said  State,  by  a  solemn 
public  act,  shall  declare  the  assent  of  said  State  to  these 
fundamental  conditions,  and  shall  transmit  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  an  authentic  copy  of  said  act, 
upon  receipt  whereof  the  President,  by  proclamation, 
shall  forthwith  announce  the  fact,  whereupon  said  funda- 
mental conditions  shall  be  held  as  part  of  the  organic 
law  of  the  State,  and  thereupon  and  without  any  further 
proceeding  on  the  part  of  Congress,  the  admission"  of 
said  State  into  the  Union  shall  be  considered  as  com- 
plete. 

'  ■  In  the  House  for  a  time  the  fate  of  the  bill 
seemed  uncertain.  ]Mr.  Marquette  enlisted  the  assis- 
tance of  his  old  law  instructor,  Mr.  Shellabarger,  of 
Ohio,  one  of  the  most  prominent  gentlemen  and 
eloquent  speakers  on  the  floor  of  the  Representative 
chamber,  and  he  took  the  lead  in  championing  the 
bill,  and  made  a  speech  in  its  favor,  of  great  force 
and  brilliancy,  which  was  probably  decisive.  The 
1)111  passed  the  House  on  February  8,  1867,  was 
vetoed  by  the  President  next  day,  and  immediately 
passed  over  his  head  liy  the  constitutional  majority 
in  both  Houses. 

' '  A  new  State  Legislature  had  been  chosen  by 
the  people  of  the  Territory,  at  the  Territorial  elec- 
tion in  October  previous,  consisting  for  the  most 
part  of  the  same  gentlemen  elected  to  the  Territorial 
Council  and  House.  On  the  14th  of  February,  Gov. 
Saunders  issued  his  proclamation,  calling  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Legislature  to  meet  at  the  capital  on  the 
20th  inst. ,  to  take  action  upon  the  conditions  pro- 
posed by  Congress.  The  Legislature  assembled  and 
passed  the  bill,  accepting  the  fundamental  conditions 
on  February  21.  *  *  *  *  On  March  1, 
the  President  issued  his  proclamation  announcing 
the  admission  of  Nebraska  into  the  Union,  and  on 
the  2d  inst.  Hon.  T.  M.  Marquette  presented  his 
credentials  in  the  House  of  Representatives  and  con- 
summated the  bond.  Mr.  Marquette's  promptness 
was  not  imitated  by  the  two  Senators.  The 
XXXYIIIth  Congress  was  about  to  expire  two  days 
later,  and  by  waiting  that  length  of  time,  the  com- 
mencement of  their  terms  of  office  would  be  dated  a 
couple  of  years  later,  it  being  the  custom  to  fix  March 
4th.  upon  which  Congress  commenced  its  oflScial  life, 


as  the  initial  point  of  Senatorial  terms.  By  waiting 
two  days,  the  first  Congressman's  actual  term  of 
office  would  have  been  multiplied  bj-  365,  but  he 
said  he  was  tired  of  Washington,  and,  as  John  Tulle 
had  been  elected  his  successor,  though  at  a  time  un- 
authorized by  the  enabling  act,  he  preferred  to  cast 
his  lot  with  the  expiring  Congress  and  return  to  pri- 
vate life.  He  sat  two  daj-s  and  nights,  cast  the 
decisive  vote  against  the  appropriation  of  $50,000  to 
fix  up  the  White  House  according  to  the  taste  of  the 
President,  recorded  his  '  aye '  on  the  famous  recon- 
struction act,  and  was  honorably  mustered  out  of 
service. 

"On  April  4,  Gov.  Butler  issued  his  call  for  an 
extra  session,  and  on  May  18,  the  Legislature  came 
together  and  set  in  motion  the  machinery  of  the 
State." 

From  the  stormy  period  of  Territorial  history,  it 
is  interesting  to  turn  to  the  pleasanter  and  more  in- 
viting periods  of  State  development.  In  the  part  of 
this  sketch  devoted  to  State  history,  the  subject 
matter  will  be  grouped  under  the  several  guberna- 
torial administrations. 

The  first  governor  of  Nebraska  was  Da^id  But- 
ler, of  Pawnee  County.  Associated  with  him  in  the 
management  of  the  alfairs  of  the  young  State  were 
the  following  officers:  Thomas  P.  Kennard,  secre- 
tary of  State;  John  Gillespie,  auditor;  Augustus 
Kountze,  treasurer;  Champion  S.  Chase,  attorney- 
general.  Gov.  Butler  was  a  native  of  Indiana,  and 
moved  into  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  in  1858.      In 

1861  he    served  in  the   Territorial    Legislature,   in 

1862  was  elected  to  the  Council  for  two  years.  He 
took  an  active  part  in  Territorial  politics  and  headed 
the  Republican  ticket  in  the  ever  to  be  remembered 
struggle  over  the  question  of  Statehood.  Gov.  But- 
ler's first  official  act  was  the  issuing  of  a  proclama- 
tion, dated  April  4,  calling  the  Legislatui-e  together 
in  special  session,  on  May  18,  for  the  purpose  of 
enacting  needed  legislation  and  amending  existing 
laws  to  harmonize  with  the  new  form  of  government. 
Shortly  after  this  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  cap- 
ital was  formally  moved  from  Omaha  to  Lincoln,  in 
accordance  with  an  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  the 
year  previous.  Gov.  Butler,  Auditor  Gillespie  and 
Secretary  of  State  Kennard  had  lieen  empowered  to 
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select  a  site  for  a  capital  of  the  new  State,  and, 
after  visiting  the  several  locations  which  offered 
themselves,  they  had  selected  Lincoln.  The  con- 
tract for  the  erection  of  the  State  house  was  let  on 
January  11,  1868,  to  Joseph  Ward,  of  Chicago,  for 
the  .sum  of  $49, 000.  The  walls  of  the  building  were 
constructed  of  magnesian  limestone  from  the  Bea- 
trice quarries  in  Gage  County.  The  building  was 
sufficiently  completed  liy  Decemlier  for  occupancy, 
and  on  the  3d  of  that  month  Gov.  Butler  issued 
his  proclamation  announcing  the  removal  of  the  seat 
of  government  to  Lincoln,  and  ordering  the  transfer 
of  the  archives  of  the  State  to  the  new  capital. 

The  first  State  and  National  election  in  which 
the  people  of  Nebraska  were  permitted  to  participate 
occurred  on  November  3,  1868.  An  extra  session 
of  the  Legislature  convened  at  Omaha  on  October 
27,  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  I'd'  the  election 
of  presidential  electors,  the  existing  laws  liciiig  de- 
fective in  this  respect.  The  Republican  State  ticket 
was  as  follows:  Presidential  electors,  T.  M.  Mar- 
quette, Lewis  Allgewahr  and  J.  F.  Warner;  Con- 
gressman, John  Taffe ;  governor,  David  Butler; 
secretary  of  State,  T.  P.  Kennard;  auditor,  John 
GiUespie;  treasurer,  James  Sweet.  S.  A.  Strick- 
land, Alvin  Saunders,  L.  Gerard,  T.  B.  Stevenson, 
R.  W.  Furnas  and  S.  Maxwell  were  selected  as  dele- 
gates to  the  National  Republican  convention  which 
assembled  at  Chicago  on  Maj'  21,  at  which  Gen.  U. 
S.  Grant  was  nominated  for  President,  and  Hon. 
Schuyler  Colfax  for  Vice  President. 

The  first  session  to  meet  at  the  new  capital  con- 
vened on  January  7,  1869.  The  session  was  un- 
eventful. The  most  notable  event  in  the  year  1869 
was  the  completion  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad 
through  the  State,  a  full  account  of  which  will  be 
found  in  a  chapter  especially  devoted  to  that  sub- 
ject. The  sixth  session  of  the  Legislature,  which 
assembled  on  February  17,  1870,  ratified  the  fif- 
teenth amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  peniten- 
tiary. The  sixth  session  adjourned  on  March  4, 
lint  Gov,  Butler  reassembled  the  members  in  extra 
session  on  the  same  day.  In  his  message  calling 
the  extra  session,  the  governor  called  attention  to 
the  necessity  of  passing  a  herd  law  and  the  ratifica- 


tion of  a  certain  contract  made  by  him  for  the  con- 
veyance of  certain  lands  to  Isaac  Cahn  and  John  M. 
Evans,  to  aid  in  the  development  of  the  saline  lands 
of  the  State.  In  the  fall  of  1870  occurred  the  biennial 
election.  Both  political  parties  were  in  the  field  with 
full  tickets,  and  the  Republicans  were  successful. 
The  following  is  a  list  of  officers  elected:  Governor, 
David  Butler;  secretaiy  of  State,  W.  H.  James; 
treasurer,  Henry  Koenig;  superintendent  of  pub- 
lic instruction,  J.  M.  McKenzie ;  attorney-general, 
George  H.  Roberts.  The  years  of  Gov.  Butler's 
administration  were  not  prolific  of  great  events. 
The  population  of  the  State  grew  rapidly  and,  in 
1870,  had  reached  over  120,000.  The  Union  Pa- 
cific had  been  built  through  the  State,  and  several 
other  railway  enterprises  inaugurated.  With  the 
advent  of  the  railroads,  new  sections  of  the  State 
were  opened  up  for  settlement,  new  towns  sprang 
into  existence,  and  the  State  grew  in  wealth  and 
political  power. 

In  spite  of  the  rapid  strides  being  made  by  the 
young  State  of  Nebraska,  everything  pertaining  to 
her  State  government  was  not  as  serene  as  a  sum- 
mer day.  Although  honored  with  a  re-election  to 
the  highest  post  of  honor  in  the  State,  Gov.  Butler 
did  not  entirely  escape  criticism  for  some  of  his 
official  actions.  The  charge  that  he  had  appro- 
priated State  funds  for  his  own  personal  use  and 
benefit  was  frequently  made,  and  the  charge  be- 
came so  emphatic  that  the  Legislature  was  finally 
compelled  to  take  official  cognizance  of  it.  On 
March  ].  Is71.  tiic  ciuiilh  session  of  the  Legislature 

beiiiu  then  ill  session.  ;i  ( iiittee  from  the  House 

of  ]!eiireseiit:itives  iippe^iicd  1  lefore  the  Senate  and 
announced  that  articles  had  been  prepared  impeach- 
ing David  Butler,  governor  of  Nebraska,  of  mis- 
demeanor in  office.  Secretary  of  State  James  was 
immediately  notified  to  assume  the  executive  func- 
tions, and  preparations  for  the  impeachment  trial 
made.  The  Senate  convened  as  a  High  Court  of 
Impeachment  on  March  6,  and  upon  the  following- 
day  Gov.  Butler  appeared  in  answer  to  summons. 
With  him  appeared  his  counsel,  Clinton  Briggs,  T. 
M.  Marquette  and  John  I.  Redick.  Hon.  J.  C. 
Myers,  J.  E.  Doom  and  De  Forest  Porter  acted  as 
managers  of  impeachment,  with  Experience  Ester- 
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brook  as  counsel.  The  articles  of  impeachment, 
abridged  and  stripped  of  their  legal  phraseolog}', 
were  as  follows: 

First.  That  David  Butler,  governor  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  lieing  authorized  and  directed  by 
joint  memorial  and  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  to  secure  the  payment  over  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  State  the  5  per  cent  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  public  lands  lying  within  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska, did,  in  the  spring  of  1869,  procure  to  be 
audited  and  allowed  to  the  State  of  Nebraska  afore- 
said, the  sum  of  $1(3,881. 26,  for  which  sum  a  warrant 
was  issued  bj-  the  proper  department  at  Washington, 
payable  to  the  order  of  David  Butler,  as  governor 
of  said  State ;  and  that  while  said  money  was  sub- 
ject to  his  order  and  control,  he,  the  said  David 
Butler,  governor  as  aforesaid,  was  guilty  of  unlaw- 
fully and  coiTuptly  neglecting  to  discharge  his  duty 
in  regard  to  said  money,  and  of  appropriating  the 
same  to  his  own  use  and  benefit,  whereby  he  became 
and  was  guilty  of  misdemeanor  in  his  said  office. 

Second.  That  the  said  David  Butler,  being  by 
virtue  of  his  office  one  of  the  commissioners  author- 
ized by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  to  expend  moneys 
belonging  to  the  State  of  Nebraska,  in  and  about  the 
erection  of  a  State  University,  Agricultural  College, 
and  State  Lunatic  Asjlum;  and  one  M.  J.  McBu'd, 
having  a  claim  against  the  State  for  services  per- 
formed bj-  him  as  architect,  in  and  about  furnishing 
plans  and  specifications  for  said  buildings,  he  did, 
in  the  month  of  August,  1869,  present  his  said 
claim  to  David  Butler  for  allowance  and  approval, 
who  proposed  in  substance  and  to  the  effect  follow- 
ing: That  he,  David  Butler,  would  procure  to  be 
issued  a  warrant  upon  the  treasurer  of  the  State  for 
the  sum  of  $3,750,  provided  that  said  McBird 
should  retain  the  sum  of  $2,000  only  out  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  said  warrant,  and  should  paj'  to  him,  the 
said  David  Butler,  the  sum  of  $1,750  of  such  pro- 
ceeds ;  and  thereupon  the  said  McBird  did  agree  to 
said  proposition ;  that  the  warrant  was  issued  to  the 
said  McBird  in  the  sum  of  $3,750,  and  that  the  said 
McBird  paid  to  David  Butler  part  of  said  money, 
to-wit:  $1,750,  whereby  the  said  David  Butler  did 
commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office. 

That  the  said  David  Butler  did  allow  a   claim 


of  M.  J.  McBird  in  the  sum  of  $1,828.26  for  addi- 
tional services,  and  did  procure  and  cause  to  be 
issued  two  wan'ants,  each  for  the  sum  of  $914.13; 
and  that  in  accordance  with  a  scandalous  and  cor- 
rupt agreement,  the  said  McBird  indorsed  and 
delivered  one  of  the  warrants  to  David  Butler,  who 
received  and  kept  the  same  ;  whereby  the  said  David 
Butler  did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
in  office. 

That  David  Butler,  governor  of  Nebraska,  en- 
deavored to  induce  D.  J.  Silver  &  Son,  contractors 
for  the  erection  of  the  State  Uuiversit3',  to  paj-  him 
the  sum  of  $10,000,  and  that  he  refused  to  settle  the 
accounts  of  the  said  D.  J.  Silver  &  Son,  until  they 
acquiesced  in  such  demand  ;  whereby  the  said  David 
Butler  did  commit  and  was  guilty'  of  a  misdemeanor 
in  office. 

That  on  the  15th  day  of  July,  1869,  the  said 
David  Butler,  governor  of  Nebraska,  did  willfully 
and  corruptlj'  propose  to  lease  to  one  Thomas  F. 
Hall,  certain  saline  lands  belonging  to  the  State, 
providing  the  said  Thomas  F.  Hall  would  pay  him 
the  sum  of  $5,000,  for  his  own  use  and  benefit ;  and 
upon  the  refusal  of  said  Thomas  F.  Hall  to  pay 
the  sum  demanded,  the  said  David  Butler  did  de- 
cline to  lease  said  lauds,  contrary  to  his  duty  and 
his  oath  of  office ;  whereliv  the  said  David  Butler 
did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in 
office. 

That  on  the  1st  day  of  January,  1871,  the  said 
David  Butler  did  wilLfuUj"  aud  coiTuptlj'  agree  to 
procure  the  appointment  of  oue  Nelson  C.  Brock,  as 
treasurer  of  the  board  of  regents  of  the  University 
of  Nebraska,  in  consideration  of  the  sum  of  $750 ; 
whereby  said  David  Butler  was  guilty  of  a  misde- 
meanor in  office. 

That  on  the  first  day  of  July,  1869,  the  said 
David  Butler  received  a  conveyance  of  certain 
lands  to  himself  as  an  inducement  and  bribe  to 
influence  the  location  of  the  State  Insane  Asjdum, 
by  which  he  was  improperly  and  corruptly  influenced 
to  locate  said  asylum  in  the  immediate  vicinity-  of  the 
land  so  conveyed ;  whereby  the  said  David  Butler 
did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in 
office. 

Third.      That  the    said    David  Butler,    on  the 


^- 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


ISth  d;\v  of  February,  18(10,  did  imkiwfuUy  induce 
John  Gillespie,  auditor  of  the  Stiite  of  Nebraska, 
to  issue  two  warrants  in  the  sum  of  $1,000  each 
under  the  pretense  that  they  were  issued  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  one  Champion  S.  Chase,  for  ser- 
'\'ices  rendered  the  State  as  an  attoruej-,  and  that  on 
the  22d  day  of  February,  1869,  the  said  David 
Butler  did  willfully  and  corruptly  appropriate  to  his 
own  use  one  of  said  warrants,  whereby  he  did  com- 
mit and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Fourth.  That  the  said  David  Butler  did  un- 
hiwfuUy  and  corruptly  enter  into  contract  with 
one  Joseph  Ward  for  the  completion  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum  at  a  contract  price,  {.  e.  $88,000, 
greatlj-  in  access  of  the  sum  appropriated  for  said 
building;  that  by  the  terms  of  said  contract  the 
foundation  of  said  asylum  was  to  be  completed  for 
$18,500,  and  that  in  the  spring  of  1870  said  foun- 
dation was  not  finished,  and  there  was  due  to  said 
Ward  less  than  that  sum  on  contract,  yet  the  gov- 
ernor approved  the  estimates  of  said  Ward  and 
caused  the  same  to  be  allowed  and  paid  to  the 
amount  of  $45,000  ;  whereby  the  said  David  Butler 
did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in 
office. 

Fifth.  That  David  Butler,  being  a  m^piber  of 
the  board  of  regents  and  ex-officio  president  of 
said  board,  did  willfully  and  recklessly  assent  and 
Itecome  a  party  to  a  contract  with  D.  J.  Silver  & 
Son  for  the  erection  of  the  State  University  and 
Agricultural  College  at  a  price  greatly  in  excess  of 
the  appropriations  therefor,  whereby  the  said  David 
Butler  did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor 
in  office. 

Sixth.  That  in  response  to  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  present  session  of  the  Legislature,  the  said 
David  Butler  transmitted  to  the  Legislature  a  com- 
munication in  which  he  stated  that  he  had  collected 
from  the  National  Treasury,  the  sum  of  $16,881.26, 
and  deposited  that  amount  in  the  State  treasury. 
tliat  in  the  communication  the  said  David  Butler  did 
falsely  declare  that  he  deposited  the  amount  of 
money  in  the  State  Treasuiy,  whereby  the  said 
David  Butler  did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor in  office. 

Seventh.     That  on  the  30th  day  of  July,  1870. 


the  said  David  Butler  instructed  James  Sweet,  State 
treasurer,  to  let  Anson  C.  Tichenor  have  $10,000 
of  the  school  money  of  the  State;  that  said  sum 
was  loaned  Tichenor  without  the  assent  of  either 
State  auditor  or  treasurer;  and  that  the  security 
was  known  to  be  wholly  inadequate  and  insufficient ; 
whereby  the  said  David  Butler  did  commit  and  was 
guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Eighth.  That  the  said  David  Butler  did  in 
the  3-ear  of  1869  receive  the  sum  of  $648.43,  a 
balance  of  money  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 
the  Board  of  Immigration,  which  he  has  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  State,  but  wrongfullj^  appro- 
priated it  to  his  own  use,  whereby  he  did  commit  and 
.was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Ninth.  That  during  the  year  1870,  the  said 
David  Butler  did  improperly  execute  and  cause  to 
be  issued  to  the  Sioux  City  and  Pacific  Railroad 
Companies  a  patent  or  patents  to  seventy-five  sec- 
tions of  land  belonging  to  the  State,  and  granted  by 
the  Legislature  to  the  Northern  Nebraska  Air  Line 
Railroad  Company;  whereby  the  said  David  Butler 
did  commit  and  was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in 
office. 

Tenth.  That  in  the  month  of  December,  1869, 
the  said  David  Butler  sold  to  one  James  Gerrens,  a 
piece  of  land  belonging  to  the  State,  for  the  sum  of 
$1,920,  of  which  sum  he  appropriated  to  his  own 
use  the  sum  of  $1,120,  wliereby  he  committed  and 
was  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor  in  office. 

Eleventh.  That  in  the  month  of  April.  1869, 
the  said  David  Butler  sold  to  one  Andrew  J.  Cropsey, 
certain  lots  in  Lincoln,  Neb. ,  the  title  to  which  was 
in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  the  sum  of  $2,400, 
a  portion  of  which  he  appropriated  for  his  own  use 
and  benefit,  whereby  he  committed  and  was  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor  in  office." 

To  the  above  articles  and  specifications  Gov. 
Butler  made  an  elaborate  answer.  He  denied  in 
toto  the  allegations  made  in  each  and  every  article 
and  specification,  with  the  exception  of  the  first. 
To  that  article  he  made,  in  effect,  the  following  an- 
swer : 

That  it  is  true  the  government  of  the  United  States 
had  donated  to  the  State  of  Nebraska  the  five  per  cent 
ou  proceeds  of  the  public  lands,  and  the  amount  thereof 
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was  due  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  that  this  respondent 
was  authorized  to  procure  the  same  to  be  paid  over  to 
the  treasurer  of  said  State;  and  that  in  the  spring  of 
1869,  this  respondent  procured  to  be  audited  and  allowed 
for  the  State  of  Nebraska  the  sum  of  §16,881.26,  for 
which  amount  a  warrant  was  duly  issued  by  the  proper 
department  at  Washington,  payable  to  the  order  of  the 
respondent,  as  governor  of  said  State;  and  that  said 
warrant  was  brought  to  Nebraska  and  deposited  in  the 
First  National  Bank,  at  Omaha,  to  the  credit  of  the  re- 
spondent, as  governor  aforesaid;  that  it  is  untrue  that 
he  unlawfully  and  corruptly  neglected  to  discharge  his 
duties  in  regard  to  said  money,  and  denies  that  he  appro- 
priated the  same,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  his  own  use; 
but  this  respondent  alleges  that  some  time  after  said 
money  was  deposited  as  above  set  forth,  he  did,  at  the 
suggestion  and  with  the  consent  of  the  treasurer  of  the 
State,  borrow  said  sum  of  money  of  the  State,  and  that 
at  the  time  the  respondent  agreed  to  and  did  give  to  the 
State  the  bonds  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  agreed  to 
secure  the  same  by  mortgages  on  real  estate  situated  in 
the  State,  and  the  said  treasurer  at  the  same  time  prom- 
ised to  draw  the  mortgages,  and  present  them  to  this  re- 
spondent without  delay,  but  the  treasurer,  having  neg- 
lected to  prepare  the  same,  after  the  lapse  of  considerable 
time,  the  I'espondent  caused  said  mortgages  to  be  pre- 
pared, and  did  execute  to  said  State,  in  due  form  of  law, 
nineteen  mortgages,  on  as  many  distinct  tracts  of  land, 
amounting  in  the  aggregate  to  about  three  thousand  acres 
of  land,  which  mortgages,  bearing  date  May  25,  1869, 
were  duly  executed  and  acknowledged  by  this  respondent 
and  his  wife,  and  were,  about  the  1st  of  January,  1871, 
delivered  to  said  State,  duly  recorded  in  the  offices  of  the 
county  clerks  in  the  counties  respectively  where  said 
lands  are  situated. 

That  at  the  time  said  mortgages  were  executed  and 
recorded  this  respondent  was  seized  of  the  same  in  fee 
simple;  that  they  were  free  from  incumbrances  and 
were  then  and  still  are  worth  at  least  830,000  in  cash, 
and  that  each  particular  tract  of  land  included  in  said 
mortgages  is  worth,  in  cash,  at  least  double  the 
amount  secured  thereby ;  that  at  the  date  of  said 
mortgage  the  respondent  executed  to  said  State  nineteen 
bonds  for  the  aggregate  sum  of  816,881.26,  payable  to 
said  State  five  years  from  date,  with  interest  from  date 
at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent  per  annum,  the  interest  pay- 
able annually;  and  that  the  respondent  has  paid  the  in- 
terest due  on  said  bonds  and  mortgages  for  one  year. 

Space  forbids  a  detailed  account  of  tlie  trial. 
Suffice  it  to  say  that  Gov.  Butler  was  acquitted  of 
every  charge  except  the  first,  upon  which  he  was 
found  guilty.  He  was  removed  from  his  office,  the 
duties  of  the  executive  devolving  upou  William  H. 


James,  secretary  of  State.  Gov.  Butler  remained 
under  this  cloud  until  the  Legislature  of  187G-77, 
when  all  record  of  the  famous  impeachment  trial  was 
expunged  from  the  records. 

The  elevation  of  Secretaiy  of  State  James  to 
the  executive  chair  was  followed  by  stirring  events. 
An  attempt  was  made  to  impeach  Auditor  Gillespie, 
but  after  allowing  the  matter  to  rest  for  some  time 
the  House  withdrew  its  charges,  and  the  matter  was 
dropped  for  all  time.  On  September  19,  1871,  a 
uew  constitution  was  submitted  to  the  people  of  the 
State,  but  it  was  rejected  by  a  vote  of  8,627  to 
7, 986.  The  necessity  for  the  adoption  of  a  new  and 
revised  constitution  was  generally  admitted  ;  but  a 
number  of  distasteful  amendments  were  attached 
which  brought  the  instrument  in  disfavor. 

The  leading  issues  of  the  eighth  session  oi  the 
Legislature,  which  convened  on  January  9,  1872, 
were  the  reconsideration  of  the  question  of  a  new 
constitution,  and  the  adoption  of  a  measure  looking 
to  the  development  of  the  saline  resources  of  the 
State.  The  relations  between  the  members  of  this 
bodj-and  Acting  Governor  James  were  not  of  the  most 
cordial  character.  A  joint  resolution  providing  for 
the  submission  of  the  constitution,  stripped  of  its 
objectionable  features,  was  defeated  in  the  House  on 
January  19.  A  dead-lock  ensued,  whereupon  the 
House  adopted  a  resolution  to  adjourn  on  January 
24.  In  the  meantime  the  Senate  had  adopted  a 
resolution  to  adjoiu-n  until  December  31.  Acting 
Governor  James  then  assumed  a  questionable  preroga- 
tive of  issuing  a  proclamation,  declaring  that  inasmuch 
as  "no  reasonable  hope  is  entertained  that  the  longer 
continuance  in  session  of  the  Legislature  will  result 
in  the  adoption  of  anj'  measures  which  have  for  their 
object  the  public  good,"  the  Legislature  adjourned 
without  daj-.  But  the  Legislature  refused  to  recog- 
nize the  right  of  the  acting  governor  to  regulate  its 
movements.  The  Senate  assembled  on  the  21st, 
took  up  the  concuiTent  resolution  of  the  House  to 
adjourn  on  the  2-tth,  and  agreed  to  it.  An  unsuc- 
cessful attempt  was  made  to  have  the  office  of  gov- 
ernor declared  vacant,  and  the  Legislature  adjourned 
on  the  24th. 

But  the  end  was  not  yet.  Acting  Governor 
James  was  called  to  Washington,  D.  C. ,  on  business. 
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His  enemies  seized  the  opportunity  to  make  trouble 
for  him.  Isaac  S.  Hascall,  president  of  the  Senate, 
issued  a  proclamation,  declaring  that  the  absence  of 
the  acting  governor  from  the  State  created  a  vacancy- 
in  the  ofHce,  and  calling  the  Legislature  to  convene 
in  a  special  session  on  February  15,  for  the  purpose 
of  enacting  laws,  as  he  alleged,  for  the  jinmidtiou 
of  the  State.  A  friend  immediately  tclr-nii)hcd  the 
news  to  Acting  Governor  James,  who  at  once  re- 
turned to  the  State.  He  issued  a  counter  proclama- 
tion annulling  the  call  for  a  special  session  of  the 
Legislature  issued  by  Mr.  Hascall.  A  few  of  the 
members  came  together  and  attempted  to  organize, 
but  a  test  case  was  decided  against  them  by  the 
supreme  court,  and  the  matter  passed  into  historj-. 

At  the  general  election  in  the  fall  of  1872  the 
following  State  officers  were  elected :  Governor, 
Robert  W.  Furnas ;  secretary  of  State,  J.  J.  Gasper ; 
auditor,  J.  B.  Weston;  treasurer,  H.  A.  Koenig; 
attomej'-general,  J.  R.  Webster;  chief  justice, 
George  B.  Lake.  The  name  of  Robert  W.  Furnas 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  the  State  of 
Nebraska  from  its  earliest  daj-s.  He  removed  to 
Nebraska  from  Ohio  in  1856,  and  located  at  Brown- 
ville,  where  he  commenced  the  publication  of  the 
Nebraska  Advertiser,  one  of  the  oldest  newspapers 
in  the  State.  At  an  early  period  in'  the  Civil  War 
he  received  a  colonel's  commission  and  organized  the 
Indian  brigade  of  three  regiments,  which  he  com- 
manded during  its  service  in  Kansas,  Missouri,  Ar- 
kansas and  the  Indian  Territory.  He  afterward 
recruited  the  Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  and  com- 
manded them  in  a  notalile  expedition  against  the 
Sioux.  For  four  years  he  had  the  appointment  as 
agent  of  the  Omaha  and  Winnebago  Indians,  a  po- 
sition he  held  until  a  short  time  before  his  election 
as  governor  of  Nebraska.  He  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  everj'thing  pertaining  to  the  agri- 
cultural and  horticultm-al  interests  of  the  State. 

The  ninth  session  of  the  Legislature  convened 
on  January  9,  1873.  This  session  was  made  mem- 
orable b}'  the  first  contest  over  the  submission  of  a 
prohibitory  amendment  to  the  constitution.  The 
friends  of  prohibition  introduced  a  measure  to  regu- 
late the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  but  after  some 
consideration  it   was   indefinitely   postponed.      The 


tenth  session  of  the  Legislature  was  a  special  one, 
convening  on  March  27,  1873.  ami  icuiainino-  in 
session  only  two  days.  It  was  (mIIciI  lor  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  needed  action  on  matters  relating  to 
the  boundaries  of  certain  counties.  On  April  23, 
1873,  occurred  one  of  the  most  terrible  storms  ever 
experienced  in  the  history  of  the  State.  The  storm 
began  with  a  heavy  rain,  which  before  nightfall 
changed  to  snow,  and  for  forty-eight  hours  the  fall 
of  snow,  driven  by  a  fierce,  northwest  wind,  was  so 
heavy  that  most  of  the  time  a  person  could  not  see 
ten  feet  from  him.  Many  persons  were  lost  and 
narrowly  escaped  death  in  trying  to  pass  from  their 
houses  to  the  barns.  Much  stock  perished,  even  in 
barns,  the  snow  peneti-ating  and  filling  them  entirely, 
while  herds  were  driven  miles  before  the  storm.  The 
snow  packed  so  firmlj-  and  drifted  to  such  an  extent 
that  ravines  and  even  streams  were  effectually 
bridged  by  it,  and  loaded  teams  were  driven  over 
them  on  the  drifted  snow. 

The  year  of  1873  was  also  a  memorable  one  in 
the  history  of  the  State,  as  it  was  in  that  year  that 
the  grasshoppers  first  devastated  the  State.  In  July 
and  August  of  that  year  mj-riads  of  these  insects 
settled  down  over  the  State,  destroying  the  crops  and 
leaving  the  farmers  utterlj'  destitute.  Their  coming 
was  forestalled  at  times  by  a  dark,  cloud-like  haze, 
caused  l)y  the  swarms  as  the}'  passed  through  the 
air,  obscuring  the  sunlight  of  the  brightest  daj'. 
Dropping  from  their  fiight  to  the  earth,  they  became 
a  thick,  seething  mass  of  devouring  insects.  All 
green  vegetation,  except  grasses,  was  rapidly  con- 
sumed. The  damage  done  bj-  the  grasshoppers  had 
an  exceedingly  depressing  effect  upon  all  the  busi- 
ness interests  of  the  State.  The  troublesome  insects 
visited  the  State  a  second  time  in  1874,  doing  almost 
as  much  damage.  Since  that  year,  however,  they 
have  done  no  Injmy  and  it  is  not  likely  that  they 
will  ever  again  make  their  appearance. 

At  the  general  election  in  1874  the  following 
State  officers  were  elected :  Governor,  Silas  Garber; 
secretary  of  State,  Bruno  Tzschuck ;  treasurer,  J. 
C.  3IcBride ;  attorney-general,  George  H.  Rogers ; 
superintendent  of  public  instruction,  J.  M.  Me- 
Kenzie. 

Gov.    Garber    came    to    Nebraska    from    Call- 
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fornia  in  1870,  and  settled  in  Webster  County. 
Before  removing  to  California  he  had  served  in  the 
war  with  distinction,  holding  a  captain's  commission 
in  an  Iowa  regiment.  He  laid  out  the  city  of 
Red  Cloud  in  1872,  and  was  the  first  probate  judge 
of  Webster  County.  Before  his  election  as  gov- 
ernor, he  served  the  people  of  Webster,  Nuckolls 
and  Jefferson  Counties  in  the  Legislature. 

The  eleventh  session  of  the  Legislature,  which 
convened  in  January,  1875,  performed  a  notable 
service  for  the  State,  bj-  providing  for  a  new  consti- 
tution better  suited  for  the  needs  of  the  rapidh-- 
growing  young  commonwealth.  A  constitutional 
convention  was  held  in  Lincoln  in  June,  1875,  at 
which  the  present  constitution  was  devised.  It  was 
submitted  to  a  popular  vote  on  October  10,  and  was 
adopted  by  an  overwhelming  majority,  the  vote  for 
adoption  being  30,202,  and  against  adoption  5,474. 

The  eleventh  session  of  the  Legislature  also  wit- 
nessed tln'  iiifiiK liable  contest  over  the  election  of  a 
United  Sintis  SciKitor,  to  succeed  Senator  Tipton. 
Algernon  S.  raildoek  was  elected.  In  1876  Gov. 
Silas  Garber  was  honored  b}'  a  re-election.  His 
associates  during  the  second  term  of  his  admin- 
istration were  :  Lieuteuaut-go\-eruor,  O.  A.  Abbott ; 


secretary  of  State,  Bruno  Tzschuck ;  auditor,  J.  B. 
Weston;  treasui-er,  J.  C.  McBride;  superintendent 
of  public  instruction,  S.  R.  Thompson;  attorney- 
general,  George  H.  Roberts ;  land  commissioner, 
F.  M.  Davis.  The  twelfth,  thirteenth  and  four- 
teenth sessions  of  the  Legislature  were  uneventful. 
At  the  general  election  in  1878  the  following  State 
officers  were  chosen :  Governor,  Albinus  Nance ; 
lieutenant-governor,  E.  C.  Cams;  secretary  of 
State,  S.  J.  Alexander;  auditor,  F.  W.  Leidtke; 
treasurer,  G.  M.  Bartlett ;  superintendent  of  pulilic 
instruction,  S.  M.  Thompson;  attorney-general, 
C.  J.  Dillworth ;  commissioner  of  lands  and  build- 
ings, F.  M.  Davis.  Gov.  Nance  came  to  Nebraska 
from  Illinois  in  1871,  and  located  in  Polk  County. 
He  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry  when  but 
sixteen  years  of  age,  and  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  After  the  war  he  became  a  student  at 
Knox  College,  in  Galesburg,  111.,  and  afterwards 
studied  law.  After  coming  to  Nebraska  he  en- 
joj'ed  a  successful  professional  and  political  career. 
He  was  twice  a  member  of  the  Legislature,  speaker 
of  the  House,  delegate  to  the  National  Republican 
convention  in  1876,  and  was  re-elected  governor  of 
Nebraska  in  1880. 
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CHAPTER  YIII. 


Nebraska's  Part  in  the   Rebellion— Number   of   Soldiers   Furnished— Sentiment   of    the    People— Com- 
panies Organized— Sketches  op  Infantry  Regiments— Engagements  Pakticipated   In— Home   Pro- 
tection  Considered— Indian   Encounters— Sketches   of   Nebraska's    Senators   and    Con- 
gressmen— Senatorial  Succession — Phineas   W.    Hitchcock — Thomas   \V.  Tipton — 
John   M.    Thayer— Algernon   S.    Paddock— Alvin   Saunders— Ch^^jles   F. 
Manderson — Charles  H.  Van  Wyck,  and  Others. 


The  cannon's  hushed  !  nor  drum  nor  clarion  sound; 
Helmet  and  hauberk  gleam  upon  the  ground; 
Horsemen  and  horse  lie  weltering  in  their  gore; 
Patriots  are  dead  and  heroes  dare  no  more. — Montgomery. 


T  the  breaking  out  of  the 
Reliellion  Nebraska  c  o  u  - 
tained  a  population  of  less 
30,000;  but  notwith- 
standing this  fact  the  State 
sent  3,307  men  to  fight  for 
the  preservation  of  the 
Union  These  soldiers  comprised  at 
least  one-third  of  the  able-bodied  men 
of  the  State,  consequently  Nebraska 
furnished  more  troops  in  proportion 
to  her  population  than  many  of  the 
loyal  States  of  the  North.  The  news 
of  the  fall  of  Fort  Sumter  aroused 
all  the  patriotism  of  the  people  of 
the  young  States,  and  the  work  of  raising  troops 
to  quell  the  Rebellion  commenced  on  the  very 
day  the  news  was  received.  Under  the  proclama- 
tion of  President  Lincoln  calling  for  three  years' 
volunteers,  the  Secretary  of  War  assigned  one 
regiment  to  Nebraska.  Gov.  Alvin  Saunders  im- 
mediately called  for  volunteers  to  fill  the  Nebraska 
contingent,  and  the  patriotic  citizens  readily  re- 
sponded. The  first  company  was  formed  June  3, 
1861,  and  the  regiment  was  filled   by  the  organiza- 


tion of  the  tenth  company  July  22,  less  than  fifty 
days  being  required.  The  companies  were  as  fol- 
lows :  Omaha  furnished  two  companies,  the  Omaha 
Guards,  Thomas  Watson,  captain,  John  Horbach, 
lieutenant,  and  the  Union  Rifle  Company,  William 
Baumer,  captain,  and  P.  Walter  and  H.  Koenig, 
lieutenants.  Cass  County  furnished  a  company  of 
dragoons,  with  R.  G.  Dooms  as  captain,  and  Isaac 
Chivington  and  G.  D.  Conley  as  lieutenants.  Platts- 
mouth  furnished  a  company  under  the  command  of 
Capt.  R.  R.  Livingston,  with  A.  F.  McKinney  and 
N.  F.  Sharp,  lieutenants.  Burt  Countj-  furnished  a 
company  commanded  by  Capt.  Stephen  Decatur. 
Florence,  Nebraska  City  and  Brownville  each  raised 
companies,  and  two  more  were  furnished  by  Omaha 
and  Douglas  County.  The  regiment  being  full,  Gov. 
Saunders  appointed  the  following  oflScers :  John 
Thayer,  colonel ;  Henry  P.  Downs,  lieutenant^colonel; 
William  H.  McCord,  major;  Enos  Lowe,  surgeon. 
On  July  30,  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry  em- 
barked on  a  Missouri  River  steamer  for  St.  Joseph, 
Mo. ,  where  the  men  were  to  receive  their  equipments. 
After  being  fully  equipped  the  regiment  was  taken 
to  St.  Louis  and  employed  in  service  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  State  of  Missouri  until  February, 
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18G2.  They  encountered  many  Ijodios  of  rebels 
belonging  to  Price's  command  and  several  hot 
skirmishes  ensued.  On  Februarj-  2,  1862,  the  regi- 
ment started  for  Tennessee  where  it  was  to  partici- 
pate in  the  first  campaign  in  which  the  Union  aimies 
won  a  decided  advantage.  The  regiment  arrived  at 
Fort  Henry,  Tenn. ,  on  February- 11,  but  was  imme- 
diately sent  to  Fort  Donelson,  where  it  participated 
in  the  sti-uggle  which  resulted  in  the  capture  of  that 
rebel  stronghold.  The  First  Nebraska  then  remained 
comparatively  inactive  until  April  C,  when  it  marched 
for  Pittsburg  Landing,  reaching  there  too  late,  how- 
ever, to  participate  in  the  first  daj-'s  fighting.  On 
the  morning  of  the  7th  they  were  placed  in  Gen. 
Lew  "Wallace's  division.  Col.  John  M.  Thayer  being 
in  command  of  the  brigade.  The  fighting  com- 
menced at  daj-break,  the  First  Nebraska  troops 
bieng  placed  so  as  to  receive  the  brunt  of  the  ene- 
my's charges.  The  fighting,  as  is  well  known,  was 
furious,  but  the  enemy  were  repulsed,  the  First 
Nebraska  having  the  honor  of  leading  the  final 
charge  that  drove  the  rebels  from  the  field.  In  his 
official  report  Gen.  Thayer  spoke  of  the  First  Ne- 
braska ti'oops  as  follows  :  ' '  The  action  now  became 
general.  I  again  gave  the  order  to  'forward,'  and 
the  line  advanced  as  regularly,  and  with  a  front  as 
unbroken,  as  upon  a  parade  gi'ound,  the  First  Ne- 
braska, Lieut. -Col.  McCord,  moving  up  directly  in 
front  of  the  enemy's  battery. "  And  again:  "Nobly 
did  the  First  Nebraska  sustain  its  reputation,  well 
earned  on  the  field  of  Donelson.  Its  progi-ess  was 
onward  dm-ing  the  whole  daj-,  in  face  of  a  galling 
fire  of  the  enemy,  moving  on  without  flinching,  at 
one  time  being  an  hour  and  a  half  in  fi-ont  of  their 
battery,  receiving  and  retm-ning  its  fire  ;  its  con- 
duct was  most  excellent."  At  Pittsburg  Landing 
the  First  Nebraska  sustained  a  loss  of  between 
twenty  and  thirty  men.  At  Corinth  and  other  bat^ 
ties  of  the  summer  of  1862,  the  regiment  did  its 
full  duty.  From  October,  1862,  till  the  following 
August,  the  regiment  was  stationed  at  various  points 
in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  doing  camp  and  picket 
duty.  They  had  several  skinnishes  with  the  enemj-, 
notably  at  Cape  Girardeau  and  Chalk  Blufl's,  on  both 
occasions  the  enemy  being  repulsed  with  great  loss. 
August  28,   1863,  they  were  removed  to  St.  Louis. 


In  Novemlier  their  regiment  having  been  mounted 
were  thereafter  known  as  the  First  Nebraska  Cav- 
alry. From  this  time  until  June  18,  1864,  the  First 
Nebraska  was  stationed  at  difi'erent  points  in  Arkan- 
sas, engaged  in  scouting  and  doing  picket  duty. 
The}'  skirmished  with  the  enemy  at  the  towns  of 
Jacksonport  and  Sj'camore,  killing  a  few  of  the 
enemy  and  capturing  a  great  many  prisoners. 

The  regiment  returned  to  Omaha  in  June,  1864, 
and  were  furloughed  until  the  following  August, 
when  they  were  detailed  for  dutj-  against  the  Indians, 
and  were  ordered  to  Fort  Kearney'.  Here  the  regi- 
ment remained  until  they  were  mustered  out  of  ser- 
vice July  1,  1866.  During  this  time  thej'  were 
engaged  in  scouting  and  escort  duty,  protecting 
telegi-aph  lines  and  guarding  the  lives  and  proj)- 
erty  of  the  settlers  from  the  depredations  of  the  In- 
dians. It  was  a  constant  warfare  between  the 
Indians  and  the  soldiers.  Raid  succeeded  raid,  and 
the  punishment  which  the  Indians  received  did  not 
seem  to  deter  them,  but  they  were  ready  for  new 
depredations  and  outrages  whenever  the  opportunity 
presented  itself.  The  regiment  served  faithf nil}-  in 
defense  of  the  Union.  Their  bravery  is  attested  on 
the  fields  of  Donelson,  Pittsburg  Landing,  Corinth, 
Sycamore,  Chalk  Bluffs,  Red  Banks,  Cape  Girardeau, 
Jacksonport  and  others.  And  after  they  were  no 
longer  needed  in  crushing  the  Rebellion,  they  rushed 
to  the  protection  of  frontiers  from  the  ravages  of 
hostile  Indians. 

In  the  summer  of  1SG2,  while  the  First  regiment 
was  in  the  South  fighting  the  Confederates,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  devise  some  means  by  which 
home  interests  could  be  protected.  The  Indians 
were  plundering,  killing  and  capturing  the  settlers, 
and  an  organized  efl'ort  to  repel  their  attacks  must 
be  made.  The  result  was  the  organization  of  the 
Second  Nebraska  Cavalry,  as  a  nine  months  regi- 
ment. R.  W.  Furaas,  Brownville,  was  their  col- 
onel. In  April,  1863,  the  Second  Nebraska  were 
ordered  to  report  for  duty  at  Sioux  City,  preparatory 
to  joining  the  expedition  up  the  Missouri  under 
Gen.  Sully.  Under  Sully  the  Nebraska  troops  took 
part  in  various  skirmishes  with  the  Sioux  Indians. 
On  September  3,  200  miles  above  Fort  Pierre,  the 
great  battle  of  Whitestone  Hills  was  fought,  with 
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the  Brule,  Yaukton  and  Blackfeet  Sioux,  numbering 
nearly  2,000  strong.  In  this  fight  the  Indians  were 
completely  defeated,  abandoning  all  their  camp 
property  and  animals,  losing  150  men,  300  wounded 
and  200  prisoners.  The  Nebraska  troops  lost  7  men 
killed,  li  wounded  and  10  missing.  In  the  latter 
part  of  September,  1863,  the  regiment  returned  to 
Omaha  and  were  mustered  out  of  service,  having 
served  most  acceptably  against  the  Indians. 

In  August,  1861,  a  call  was  issued  for  two  com- 
panies of  cavalry  to  join  the  First  regiment.  Under 
this  call  two  companies  were  formed  under  Capts. 
Patrick  and  Croft.  These  companies,  however,  did 
not  join  the  First  regiment  as  first  intended,  but 
with  two  other  companies,  one  from  Nebraska  City, 
the  other  from  St.  Louis,  were  merged  into  the 
Fifth  Iowa  Cavahy,  under  which  name  they  went 
through  the  war.  They  were  also  known  as  the 
"Curtis  Horse. "  These  four  companies ,  designated 
the  Nebraska  Battalion,  were  lettered  respectively 
A,  B,  C  and  D,  and  composed  the  First  battalion. 
These  troops  sei"ved  their  time  in  the  army  of  the 
Southwest,  where  they  participated  in  some  of  the 
hardest  fought  battles  of  the  war. 

As  a  matter  of  no  slight  interest,  the  following 
brief  personal  sketches  are  given  prominent  mention 
as  indicating  the  character  of  those  who  have  beexi 
called  upon  to  occupy  honored  official  positions. 

Phineas  W.  Hitchcock,  deceased,  was  born  No- 
vember 30,  1831.  His  father  was  a  farmer  near 
New  Lebanon,  Columbia  County,  N.  Y. ,  where  the 
subject  of  our  sketch  was  born.  He  spent  two  years 
at  school  in  Barrington,  Mass. ,  and  when  twentj' 
years  of  age  he  entered  "Williams  College.  Four 
\'ears  later  Mr.  Hitchcock  graduated  from  that  insti- 
tution, and  after  several  years  of  combined  law 
study  and  journalistic  work  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  he  came  to  the  Territory  of  Nebraska  in  the 
spring  of  1857.  He  at  once  opened  a  law  office  at 
Omaha,  combining  with  the  practice  of  his  profes- 
sion an  agency  for  several  insurance  companies,  and 
a  general  real  estate  business.  He  was  elected  to 
the  Republican  convention  in  Chicago,  which,  in 
1860,  nominated  Abraham  Lincoln,  andfi-om  the  fii-st 
voted  for  Lincoln.  In  the  winter  of  18G0-61  he 
went  to  Washington  to  secure  from  ]\Ir.  Lincoln  the 


appointment  of  secretary  of  the  Territory  of  Ne- 
braska. Meeting  with  J.  Sterling  Morton,  the  occu- 
pant of  that  position,  he  visited  with  him  at  the  hit- 
ter's old  home  at  Detroit,  Mich. ,  where  he  became 
acquainted  with  Zach.  Chander  and  other  prominent 
Republicans,  who  supported  him  in  his  application. 
He  received  the  appointment  of  marshal  instead  of 
secretary  of  Nebraska,  which  office  he  held  imtil 
1864.  He  was  then  nominated  for  Territorial  dele- 
gate to  the  XXXIXth  Congress.  On  the  admis- 
sion of  Nebraska  as  a  State  he  was  elected  surveyor- 
general.  He  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate  for  the  term  commencing  March  4,  1871. 
He  was  remai-kably  successful  in  the  passage  of  a 
large  number  of  bills  of  gi-eat  importance  to  the 
undeveloped  West.  He  originated  a  number  of 
laws  relative  to  timber  culture,  of  Indian  legislation, 
and  of  the  acts  admitting  Colorado  as  a  State.  He 
belonged  to  the  stalwart  wing  of  the  Republican 
pai-ty.  His  death  occurred  at  Omaha .  Neb. .  July 
10,  1881. 

Thomas  W.  Tipton  was  born  August  5,  1817, 
near  Cadiz,  Ohio.  He  was  a  student  in  Alleghany 
College,  Meadville,  Penn. ,  and  graduated  from  Mad- 
ison College,  Pennsylvania,  in  1840.  In  1849  he 
was  appointed  to  a  position  in  the  United  States 
Land  Office,  resigning  in  1852.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  1844,  and  began  practicing  law  in 
McConnellsville,  Ohio,  in  1853.  In  1856  he  re- 
ceived authority  to  preach  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Chui-ch,  but  preferring  the  Congregational  Church, 
changed  his  church  relation.  In  Brownville,  Neb. , 
he  served  a  small  Congregational  Church  organiza- 
tion, for  one  year,  as  pastor,  and  was  elected  chap- 
lain of  the  First  Nebraska  Infantry  in  July,  1861, 
in  which  capacity  he  served  until  the  end  of  the  war. 
In  1845  he  was  a  member  of  the  Legislature  in 
Ohio;  in  1859  was  elected  to  a  constitutional  con- 
vention in  Nebraska,  and  in  1860  was  a  member  of 
the  Territorial  Senate.  In  1865,  in  July,  he  was 
appointed  assessor  of  internal  revenue  for  Nebraska. 
He  entered  Congress  on  March  4,  1867,  drawing  a 
term  as  United  States  Senator.  In  1869  he  was  re- 
elected for  a  full  term  of  six  years.  In  1872  he  left 
the  dominant  political  pai-ty  and  supported  Horace 
Greeley  for  president.      Since  that  time  he  has  sup- 
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ported  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  bj' 
which  he  was  nominated,  in  1880,  as  a  candidate 
for  governor  of  Nebraska.  In  reply  to  an  interro- 
gation as  to  the  reason  of  his  acceptance  of  the 
nomination :  "I  did  it  in  order  to  try  and  keep  the 
Republican  majority  down  to  25,000." 

John  M.  Thayer  located  in  Omaha  in  the  fall  of 
1854,  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that  place. 
In  1855  he  went  to  Fontanelle  to  fight  and  subdue 
troublesome  Indians.  He  was  at  the  head  of  150 
men  called  the  Territorial  Militia.  In  the  spring  of 
1859  he  again  led  a  force  of  194  men  against  the 
Indians.  He  was  elected  a  member  of  the  Upper 
House  of  the  Nebraska  Legislature  from   1859   to 

1860,  and  was  elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention  in  the  fall  of  1860.  When  the  Rebellion 
broke  out  he  wrote  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  propos- 
ing that  Nebraska  should  furnish  one  regiment. 
He  was  instrumental  in  organizing  the  First  Regi- 
ment, Nebraska  Infantrj',  and  was  appointed  colonel 
of  the  same,  organized  in  the  spring  and  summer  of 

1861,  and  went  to  St.  Louis,  then  to  Pilot  Knob  and 
Sedalia,  Mo.  They  then  came  to  St.  Louis,  and 
were  sent  by  steamer  to  Fort  Henry,  and  partici- 
pated in  the  battles  of  Fort  Donelson  and  Shiloh. 
He  was  then  promoted  to  brigadier-general,  having 
been  in  command  of  the  Second  Brigade  of  Wal- 
lace's division  at  the  two  latter  battles.  Was  in  the 
Ijattles  of  Chickasaw  Bayou,  Arkansas  Post  (where 
4,000  to  5,000  prisoners  were  captured),  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  and  was  appointed  brigadier  and  major- 
general  of  volunteers  for  gallant  services.  He  par- 
ticipated in  the  capture  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  under 
Sherman.  He  was  in  the  army  of  Arkansas,  and 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Prairie  de  Ann,  Mos- 
cow, Jenkins'  Ferrj-  and  Saline  River.  Subsequently 
he  was  placed  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the 
Frontier.  His  military  service  closed  in  July,  1865, 
and  he  was  brevetted  a  major-general.  On  the  ad- 
mission of  the  State  he  was  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate,  drawing  the  four  years  ballot.  In 
1875  he  was  appointed  governor  of  Wyoming  Terri- 
tory, and  served  one  term.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he 
was  elected  governor  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and 
in  1888  was  re-elected  to  that  high  office,  being  the 
present  incumbent. 


Algernon  Sidney  Paddock  was  bom  at  Glens 
Falls,  N.  Y. ,  November  5, 1830.  He  entered  Glens 
Falls  Academj-  in  his  thirteenth  year,  remaining 
until  his  eighteenth  year,  when  he  entered  Union 
College.  Here  he  remained  up  to  his  senior  year, 
when  he  left  and  went  to  Detroit,  Mich. ,  but  re- 
turned to  New  York  after  an  absence  of  three  mouths, 
and  began  teaching  school  and  studying  law  mean- 
while. In  May,  1857,  he  came  to  Fort  Calhoun. 
Neb. ,  where  he  pre-empted  a  farm  and  settled.  lu 
1872  he  removed  to  Beatrice,  Gage  Countj-,  where 
he  has  since  resided.  During  1858-59  he  was  en- 
gaged on  editorial  work  on  the  Omaha  Repuljlican. 
In  1860  he  was  a  delegate  to  the  National  Republi- 
can convention  in  Chicago  that  nominated  Lincoln, 
and  the  same  fall  stumped  New  Y'^ork  for  that  ticket. 
He  assumed  the  position  of  secretary  for  Nebraska 
April  1,  1861.  In  1864  Mr.  Paddock  was  delegate 
to  the  National  convention  at  Baltimore.  Was  de- 
feated for  the  United  States  Senate  in  1867.  In 
1868  he  was  nominated  governor  of  Wyoming,  but 
declined.  In  1874  was  elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate,  serving  in  that  capacity  six  years.  ]Mr. 
Paddock  was  again  a  candidate  for  that  office  in 
1880-81,  but  was  defeated  by  C.  H.  Van  Wyek. 
In  1886  he  was  again  re-elected  to  the  Senate,  and 
is  the  present  incumbent. 

Alvin  Saunders  was  born  in  Fleming  County. 
Ky.,  on  July  12,  1817.  At  the  age  of  twelve  his 
parents  removed  to  Springfield,  111.,  where  thej'  re- 
mained until  he  was  nineteen.  In  1836  he  went  to 
Mount  Pleasant,  Iowa,  to  engage  in  mercantile  busi- 
ness. He  was  appointed  first  postmaster  at  Mount 
Pleasant.  In  1846  he  was  elected  to  the  State  con- 
stitutional convention,  which  formed  the  constitu- 
tion under  which  Iowa  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
as  a  State.  He  was  elected  to  the  State  Senate  in 
1854,  and  re-elected ' in  1858.  He  served  as  dele- 
gate to  the  first  Iowa  Republican  State  convention, 
and  also  to  the  Chicago  convention  in  1860,  where 
he  voted  for  Lincoln.  He  was  appointed  governor 
of  Nebraska  in  1861,  and  served  in  that  capacity 
until  Nebraska  was  admitted  into  the  Union  as  a 
State,  six  years  later.  He  was  an  earnest  advocate 
of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  In  1868  he  went  as 
delegate  to  the  Republican  National  convention  at 
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Chicago.  In  1876-77  he  was  elected  United  States 
Senator.  He  has,  for  many  years,  been  identified 
with  the  banking  interests  of  Omaha. 

Charles  F.  Manderson  was  born  in  Philadelphia, 
Februarj'  9,  1838,  where  he  lived  until  nineteen 
years  of  age,  when  he  removed  to  Canton,  Ohio. 
Here  he  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
1860.  In  April,  1861,  he  raised  Company  A, 
Nineteenth  Ohio  Infantry  Volunteers,  and  subse- 
quently became  major  of  that  regiment,  and  lieuten- 
antcolonel  after  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  and  colonel 
after  the  battle  of  Stone  River,  in  January,  1863. 
He  was  made  brevet  brigadier-general  in  February, 
1865,  but  resigned  from  the  service,  on  account  of 
wounds,  in  April,  18G5.  Gen.  Manderson  removed 
to  Omaha,  in  1867,  continuing  his  law  practice. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  constitutional  convention 
of  1871  and  1875.  In  1882  he  was  elected  to  the 
United  States  Senate  to  succeed  Charles  H.  Van 
Wj-ck.  He  was  re-elected  in  1888  and  is  still  serv- 
ing the  people  of  the  State  in  the  Senate. 

Charles  H.  Van  Wyck  was  born  and  grew  to 
manhood  in  the  State  of  New  York.  He  represented 
the  State  in  Congress  for  several  terms,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Otoe  Countj^ 
He  has  represented  the  people  of  Otoe  County  in  the 
Legislature  several  terms,  and  in  1880  was  elected 
to  the  United  States  Senate  to  succeed  Algernon  S. 
Paddock.  He  championed  the  anti-monopol}'  cause 
during  his  term  of  office.  In  1886  he  was  a 
candidate  for  re-election,  but  was  defeated  b}'  his 
former  opponent,  A.  S.  Paddock,  after  one  of  the 
hottest  political  contests  ever  witnessed  in  the 
State. 

James  Laird,  for  six  years  member  of  Congress 
from  the  Second  Congressional  district  of  Nebraska, 
was  born  at  Fowlerville,  N.  Y.,  on  June  20,  1849. 
While  he  was  yet  a  child  his  parents  removed  to 
Michigan.  He  had  received  a  good  academic  edu- 
cation before  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  and  on 
Julj-  24,  1862,  entered  the  service  as  a  private  in 
Company  G,  Sixteenth  Michigan  Infantry,  in  which 
regiment  he  served  during  the  war.  After  serving 
in  the  ranks  two  years,  he  was  several  times  pro- 
moted and  reached  the  rank  of  brevet-major  before 
he  was  seventeen  years  of  age.      Two  of  his  older 


lirothers  entered  the  service  at  the  same  time,  and 
both  were  killed  in  action.  Mr.  Laird  was  engaged 
in  all  the  battles  of  the  Potomac  except  when  dis- 
abled by  wounds  received  in  action.  He  received 
several  severe  wounds  at  Gaines  Blill,  was  shot 
thi-ough  the  body  and  left  for  dead.  He  was  twice 
wounded  at  Gettysburg,  and  at  Laurel  Hill  received 
a  sabre  thrust  through  the  right  shoulder ;  had  his 
horse  shot  from  under  him  at  Hatch's  Run,  and  was 
wounded  in  the  ankle.  All  his  promotions  were 
received  for  service.  He  was,  upon  several  occa- 
sions, mentioned  in  general  orders  for  bravery  and 
conduct. 

After  the  war  he  received  a  good  education  at 
Adrian  College  and  the  University  of  Michigan, 
graduating  from  the  law  school  of  that  institution  as 
a  law  student  in  1871.  In  1872  he  emigrated  to 
this  county  and  commenced  the  practice  of  law. 
His  first  public  service  in  this  State  was  in  1875, 
when  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  constitutional 
convention.  In  1880,  after  the  taking  of  the  census, 
the  State  of  Nebraska  was  re-districted  and  three 
Congressional  districts  organized.  In  1882  Mr. 
Laird  was  elected  to  the  XLVIIIth  Congress  and  re- 
elected in  1884-86-88.  This  district  embraces 
twenty-five  counties.  The  demands  of  so  large  a 
district  impose  an  arduous  dutj-  upon  its  memlier. 
but  Mr.  Laird  has  been  able  to  meet  all  demands 
made  upon  him. 

It  has  been  noticed  of  late  years  that  many  of 
the  younger  members  of  the  House  have  shown  more 
good  sense  in  the  framing  of  laws  than  some  of  their 
older  colleagues  are  willing  to  give  them  credit  for. 
Among  this  class  of  young  statesmen  was  Hon. 
James  Lauxl.  In  the  XLVIIIth  Congress,  as  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  he  displayed 
great  zeal  in  the  interest  of  ex-Union  soldiers  in  his 
efforts  to  secure  them  back  pay  and  bounty.  He 
championed  the  rights  of  settlers  on  the  public  lands 
in  the  West,  and  more  especially  in  Nebraska,  Kan- 
sas and  Colorado. 

In  the  season  of  1885-86  he  was  active  in  behalf 
of  the  working  men  throughout  the  country,  and  as 
a  member  of  the  military  committee  of  the  House, 
rendered  valuable  service  in  behalf  of  his  comrades. 
The  debate  over  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  certain 
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ofHcers  and  soldiers  of  the  volunteer  armj-  was  led 
b}'  himself,  and  was  considered  remarkable  in  the 
House.  The  bill  caiTied  relief  to  veteran  soldiers 
who  were  jDromoted  from  the  ranks  after  re-enlist- 
ment, and  also  bounty  to  the  privates  who  were  dis- 
charged prior  to  two  years"  ser\ice  and  not  on 
account  of  wounds. 

The  Southern  members,  after  fiUibustering  over 
this  measure  until  nearly  morning,  offered  to  allow 
the  bill  to  pass,  giving  relief  to  the  officers,  if  Mr. 
Laird  would  permit  them  to  strike  out  that  portion 
of  caiTying  the  benefits  to  the  private  soldiers.  This 
Mr.  Laird  emphatically  refused  to  do  and  the  bill 
was  defeated.  Mr.  Laird  was  always  regarded  as  a 
good  parliamentary  debater,  and  a  hard  worker. 
During  the  hours  of  session  he  was  always  found  in 
his  seat  unless  occupied  with  committee  work.  His 
course  in  Congi-ess  was  most  creditable  to  him- 
self and  the  State  of  N.-l,rask:L  At  each  re-eJection 
he  was  returned  to  Congress  witli  a  large  and  in- 
creased majority.  He  was  becoming  strong  and  in- 
fluential with  his  party  in  the  House,  and  would 
soon  have  become  one  of  the  foremost  men  in  Con- 
gress had  not  death  ended  his  career  while  he  was 
in  the  prime  of  life.  During  his  last  term  in  Con- 
gress his  arduous  labors  undermined  his  health. 
Ever}-  effort  was  made  by  his  friends  to  restore  his 
health,  and  the  best  medical  talent  in  the  United 
States  was  called  into  service  ;  but  his  usuallj-  robust 
constitution  had  received  too  great  a  shock,  and  on 
Saturday  morning,  August  17,  1889,  the  breath  of 
life  left  his  long  suffering  fi-ame,  and  James  Laird 
was  at  rest.  He  was  buried  in  Parkview  cemetery 
at  Hastings,  Neb.,  on  August  19,  1889,  with  the 
most  imposing  funeral  rites  ever  witnessed  in  Ne- 
braska. 

Hon.  T.  M.  Marquette.  Neljraska's  first  Congress- 
man, came  to  Nebraska  in  1856  and  located  at 
Plattsmouth.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  law 
in  1857,  and  took  an  active  interest  in  politics.  He 
represented  Cass  County  in  the  Territorial  Legisla- 
ture in  1857,  1858  and  1859.  In  1860  he  was 
elected  to  the  Council,  and  held  that  position  four 
years,  declining  a  fifth  nomination.  Upon  the 
admission  of  the  State  he  was  elected  to  represent 
Nebraska  in  Congress.       His  term  of  office  expired 


two  days  after  he  had  taken  his  seat,  and  he  declined 
re-election.  He  has  been  the  general  attornej-  for 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  ever  since 
that  road  was  built  into  the  State.  His  home  is  at 
Lincoln. 

Hon.  Lorenzo  Crounse  represented  Nebraska  in 
Congress  from  1872  to  1876.  He  was  born  in  New 
York  State  on  January  27,  183-t.  He  received  his 
education  in  that  State,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar 
in  1856.  He  continued  in  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  1865,  when  he  removed  to  Nebraska, 
settling  in  Richardson  Count}-.  He  was  elected 
from  the  latter  county  to  the  Territorial  Legislature 
in  the  fall  of  1856,  and  served  one  term.  He  helped 
frame  the  first  constitution  of  the  State,  and 
advocated  its  adoption.  In  May, '  1866,  he  was 
unanimously  nominated  for  associate  justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  was  elected  in  June  of  the  same 
year.  He  held  the  office  for  the  full  term  of  six 
years,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  was  elected 
to  represent  his  State  in  Congress.  At  the  comple- 
tion of  his  service  of  four  j-ears  in  Congress  he  was 
appointed  internal  revenue  collector  for  the  State, 
holding  the  position  for  a  number  of  years. 

Hon.  John  A.  McShane,  who  represented  Ne- 
braska in  Congress  from  1887  to  1889,  was  bom  in 
New  Lexington,  Perry  County,  Ohio,  August  25, 
1850.  He  lived  in  that  State  until  1874,  when  he 
removed  to  Nebraska.  He  engaged  extensively  in 
the  cattle  industry,  and  amassed  a  comfortable 
competency.  He  was  elected  to  Congress  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket  in  1887,  and  held  his  seat  for  one 
term. 

Hon.  William  J.  Council  was  Ijorn  at  Cowans- 
ville,  Canada,  July  6,  1840,  and  removed  to  New 
York  in  1857,  where  he  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion. In  1867  he  came  to  Omaha,  Neb.,  where. he 
has  since  resided.  He  was  admitted  to  the  practice 
of  law  in  1869,  and  has  been  engaged  in  his  profes- 
sion since  that  date.  In  1872  he  was  elected  dis- 
trict attorney  of  the  Third  judicial  district,  and  re- 
elected in  1874.  Was  appointed  city  attornej-  of 
Omaha  in  1883,  and  held  that  position  until  1887. 
In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  List  Congress  as  a 
Republican. 

Hon.  Gilbert  Lafavette  Laws  was  born  in  Rich- 
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land  County,  111.,  on  March  11,  1S3S;  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Wisconsin  in  1S4G,  where  he  re- 
ceived his  schooling,  completing  his  education  at 
Haskell  University  and  Milton  College.  Leaving 
college,  he  taught  school  until  the  breaking  out  of 
the  Rebellion,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifth  Infantry, 
Wisconsin  Volunteers.  At  the  battle  of  Williams- 
burg, Va.,  on  May  5,  1862,  he  received  wounds 
which  incapacitated  him  from  active  service.  He 
returned  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  until  1876, 
when  he  removed  to  Orleans,  Neb.,  and  assumed 
editorial  management  of  the  Republican  Valley- 
Sentinel.  In  1881  he  was  appointed  register  of  the 
United  States  land  office  at  McCoolv,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  until  1886,  when  he  was  elected  secre- 
tary of  State.  He  was  re-elected  in  1888,  but  re- 
signed in  1889  to  accept  a  seat  in  Congress. 

Hon.  George  W.  E.  Dorse v,  of  Fremont,  was 
born  in  Loudoun  County,  Va. ,  January  25,  1842. 
He  received  his  education  in  Preston  County,  W. 
Va. ,  and  entered  the  Union  army  in  1861,  as  firsts 
lieutenant  of  the  Sixth  West  Virginia  Infantrj' ;  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain  and  of  major,  and 
was  mustered  out  of  service  with  the  Army  of  the 
Shenandoah,  in  August,  1865.  He  removed  to 
Nebraska  in  1866,  studied  law  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  in  1869 ;  has  engaged  in  the  banking  busi- 
ness for  the  past  ten  years  ;  was  elected  to  the 
XLIXth,  Lth  and  List  Congresses,  and  still  occu- 
pies his  position. 

John  M.  Thurston,  general  solicitor  of  the  Un- 
ion Pacific  Railroad  Company-,  and  one  of  the  lead- 
ing members  of  Nebraska's  legal  profession,  was 
born  at  Montpelier,  Vt,  August  21,  1847.  He 
moved  to  Wisconsin  in  1854  and  received  his  educa- 
tion and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  State.  Re- 
moved to  Omaha  in  1869.  Being  a  close  student,  a 
|)r()fi)und  thinker  and  a  brilliant  orator,  he  rose 
rapidly  in  his  profession.  Held  the  position  of  city 
attorney  of  Omaha  from  1874  to  1877,  serving  one 
term  in  the  State  Legislature  in  the  meantime.  In 
1877  he  resigned  his  city  attorneyship  to  accept  the 
position  of  assistant  general  solicitor  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  Company.  In  1888  he  succeeded 
A.  J.  Poppleton  as  general  solicitor,  a  position 
which  he  still  holds.     He  was  elected  a  presidential 


elector  in  1880.  In  18SS  he  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Rrpiil.licau  eoiivfiUicm  aii<l  was  elected 
tempi Jiarv  rhaiiinaii.  in  tlir  yr-AV  Iss'.l  he  was 
eleetiMl  president.. f  the  National  Kcpiihlican  League. 
Hon.  0.  P.  Mason,  the  first  chief  justice  of  Ne- 
braska after  the  admission  of  the  State,  was  born  in 
May,  1829,  in  Madison  Coiaaty,  N.  Y.,  and  made 
that  State  his  home  until  1852.  He  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1854,  and  came  to 
Nebraska  the  following  j'ear,  making  his  residence 
at  Nebraska  Citj-.  He  served  in  the  Territorial 
Legislature  for  eight  j-ears,  and  in  1868  was  elected 
chief  justice,  an  office  which  he  held  until  1872. 
Since  his  retirement  from  the  bench  Judge  Mason 
has  practiced  his  profession  and  holds  a  high  rank 
among  the  lawyers  in  the  State.  He  is  at  present 
one  of  the  secretaries  of  the   State    railroad   com- 


J.  Sterling  Morton,  at  one  time  Territorial  secre- 
tary and  acting  governor  of  Nebraska,  was  born  in 
Jeflferson  County,  N.  Y.,  April  22,  1832.  He 
moved  to  Michigan  where  he  graduated  at  the  State 
University,  at  Ann  Arljor.  He  subsequent!}-  took  a 
post-graduate  course  at  Union  College  of  New  York. 
He  came  to  Nebraska  in  November,  1854,  and  as- 
sumed editorial  management  of  the  Nebraska  City 
News.  In  1855  he  was  elected  to  the  Territorial 
Legislature.  In  1858  he  was  appointed  Territorial 
secretary-  and  became  acting  governor  within  a  few 
months  by  the  resignation  of  Gov.  Richardson.  He 
was  the  first  democratic  candidate  for  governor  of 
the  State  and  was  defeated  by  but  a  few  votes.  He 
has  been  prominently  identified  with  State  and 
National  politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  famous 
Cobden  Club,  of  London. 

Hon.  Amasa  Cobb,  ex-justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  Nebraska,  was  born  in  Crawford  Count}-, 
III,  September  27,  1823,  and  resided  in  that  State 
until  1841,  when  he  removed  to  Wisconsin.  In  1847 
he  enlisted  for  the  Mexican  War.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  and  continued  the 
practice  of  law  until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War. 
when  he  recruited  a  regiment  and  was  its  colonel. 
In  the  fall  of  1862  he  was  elected  a  member  of 
Congress,  but  remained  with  his  regiment  a  greater 
portion  of  the  time.     He  was  re-elected  to  Congress 
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in  1864,  and  again  in  1866  and  1868.  In  1869  he 
removed  to  Nebraska  and  continued  in  his  profes- 
sion. He  was  elected  to  the  supreme  bench  in  1878 
and  served  two  tenns. 

George  B.  Lake,  the  second  chief  justice  of  Ne- 
braska, was  born  in  Greenfield,  Saratoga  County,  N. 
Y. ,  September  15, 1826.  His  only  schooling  during 
his  minority  was  in  the  district  schools  of  Ohio;  but 
after  he  reached  his  majority  he  took  a  two  years' 


course  at  Oberlin  College.  He  commenced  the  study 
of  law  in  1849,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1851. 
He  came  to  Omaha  in  1857  and  at  once  assumed  a 
high  place  in  the  ranks  of  the  attorneys  of  the  Ter- 
ritory. He  served  in  the  Territorial  Legislature  and 
was  speaker  of  the  House  in  1865.  In  1867  he  took 
his  place  on  the  supreme  bench,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  the  year  previously.  He  became  chief 
justice  in  1873,  and  held  the  position  until  1878. 
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Not  chaos-like,  together  crush'd  and  bruised. 
But  as  the  world,  harmoniously  confused ; 
Where  order  in  variety  we  see, 
And  where,  though  all  things  differ,  they  agree. 


-Pope. 


N  the  following  pages  will  be 
found  a  very  brief  descrip- 
tion and  historical  sketch  of 
a  number  of  the  counties  of 
Nebraska. 

Adams  County  is  named 
in  the  State  records  for  the 
first  time  February  16,  1807,  when  the 
south  bank  of  the  Platte  was  fixed  as 
its  northern  boundary.  There  were  no 
iiihiiliitants  there  at  the  time,  although 
Miutiiiicr  N.  Kress,  Joe  Fonts,  James 
^4ji^iJ^    Baiiitor  and  others  united  or  made  tem- 

fporary  camps  here.  In  1871  it  was  de- 
clared a  county  by  executive  proclama- 
tion and  the  first  elections  were  held 
that  year.  During  the  days  of  Indian 
warfare  there  were  no  residents  to  injure,  but  the 
county  is  not  without  evidence  of  war.  In  August, 
1864,  numbers  of  immigrants  were  given  up  to 
slaughter  at  the  hands  of  the  Sioux  and  their  prop- 
erty, which  could  not  be  easily  removed,  given  to 
the  flames.  In  1870  the  pioneers  of  progress  began 
to  pour  in — the  earlier  adventurers  locating  on  the 
Blue,  at  Juniata,  and  at  the  point  now  known  as 
Hastings  City.  Within  a  few  jears  the  county  took 
a  leading  place  among  the  political  divisions  of  the 


State,  and  after  the  county  seat  wars  were  ended, 
Hastings  bloomed  into  the  Queen  City  of  the  State. 

Antelope  County  is  situated  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  State.  It  contains  864  square  miles,  or 
552,960  acres  of  land.  The  first  recorded  settle- 
ment was  made  by  a  French  Canadian  named 
'  •  Ponca  George, "  April  25,  1868.  Other  settlers  fol- 
lowed in  the  same  year.  The  county  was  raided  by 
Indians  in  1870  and  1871,  but  no  serious  depreda- 
tions were  committed.  The  county  was  organized 
by  the  Legislature  in  1871.  Its  county  seat  is  Ne- 
ligh,  and  its  principal  towns  are  Oakdale,  Neligh, 
Burnett,  St.  Clair  and  Clearwater. 

Boone  County  is  in  the  fifth  tier  west  of  the  Mis- 
souri River  and  the  third  north  of  the  Platte.  It 
has  an  area  of  634  square  miles.  The  first  settle- 
ments were  made  in  April,  1871,  by  a  party  consist 
ing  of  S.  D.  Avery,  Albert  Dresser,  N.  G.  Myers, 
W.  H.  Stout,  W.  H.  Prescott  and  others.  Albion, 
the  county  seat,  was  platted  in  October,  1872,  by 
Loran  Clark.  The  other  towns  are  St.  Edwards, 
Petersburg  and  Cedar  Rapids. 

Burt  County  is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of  Ne- 
braska and  contains  512  square  miles.  It  was 
named  in  honor  of  Francis  Burt,  and  was  organized 
in  1854  by  Gov.  Cuming,  it  being  one  of  the  eight 
original  counties.      Tekamah,   the  county  seat,  was 
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founded  in  1855  by  A.  B.  Folsom,  Z.  B.  Wilder. 
John  B.  Folsom  and  others.  The  other  towns  of 
the  eountv  are  Arizona.  Decatur,  Oakland  and 
Lj-ous. 

Buflfalo  County  is  located  in  nearly  the  central 
portion  of  tlie  State  and  has  an  area  of  900  square 
miles.  It  was  first  settled  in  1858  by  the  Mormons 
who  located  at  Wood  River.  In  1864  the  county 
was  overrun  by  the  Indians  who  did  a  great  deal  of 
damage  and  frightened  most  of  the  settlers  from 
their  homes.  The  county  was  organized  in  1870, 
with  the  city  of  Kearney  as  county  seat.  The  Un- 
ion Pacific  Railroad  was  completed  through  the 
county  in  1866,  and  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  in  1872.  In  common  with  the  other  coun- 
ties of  the  State  Buffalo  County  was  devastated  by 
the  grasshoppers  in  1873  and  1874.  Kearney,  the 
count}'  seat,  was  settled  in  1870  and  is  to-day  a  city 
of  nearly  10,000  inhabitants.  By  the  enterprise  of 
its  citizens  it  has  secured  a  fine  water  power  by  the 
construction  of  a  canal  from  the  Platte  River.  The 
prospects  for  Kearney  becoming  an  important  manu- 
facturing center  are  bright.  The  other  important 
towns  of  the  count}'  are  Gibson,  Shelton,  both  on 
the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific,  and  Ravenna. 

Butler  County  is  located  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  State,  fifty-one  miles  west  of  the  Jlissouri  River, 
and  contains  an  area  of  377,600  acres.  It  is  well 
watered  by  the  Platte,  Blue  and  other  streams.  The 
count}'  was  first  visited  by  the  Fremont  exploring 
expedition  in  1842,  and  the  first  permanent  settle- 
ment was  made  in  1857.  The  countj-  was  not  organ- 
ized until  1868.  Savannah  was  the  county  seat, 
but  after  a  bitter  struggle  lasting  four  years  that 
distinction  was  conferred  upon  David  City.  The 
first  railroad  built  through  the  county  was  completed 
in  1880  by  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Company. 
The  principal  towns  of  Butler  County  are  David  City, 
Ulysses,  Rising  Citj',  Brainard,  Bellwood  and  Oc- 
tavia. 

The  boundaries  of  a  count}'  named  Clay  were 
fixed  by  the  act  of  March  2,  1855,  and  the  county 
seat  established  at  an  imaginary  town  called  Clayton. 
The  act  of  1856  transferred  the  name  to  the  present 
county  and  defined  its  boundaries.  By  an  act  of 
February  15, 1864,  an  old  county  in  the  eastern  part 


of  the  State  was  abandoned,  when  the  northern  half 
was  attached  to  Lancaster  and  the  southern  half  to 
Gage,  and  by  the  act  of  February  16,  1867,  the  name 
was  confirmed  to  the  present  county.  The  procla- 
mation to  organize  was  issued  September  11,  1871, 
while  the  population  was  356.  The  county  seat  wars 
were  can-ied  on  up  to  1879,  when  the  center  of  the 
county  was  selected  as  the  seat  of  justice.  During 
the  pioneer  days  (1857-66)  the  Indians  infiicted  many 
injuries  on  the  whites,  and  during  the  raid  on  the 
California  trail  carried  murder  and  rapine  into  the 
homes  of  the  settlers.  The  county  seat,  oiitside  the 
courtrhouse,  is  a  primitive  village,  but  throughout 
the  county  are  several  towns — Sutton,  Harvard. 
Fairfield  and  Edgar  being  the  principal  business 
centers. 

Cass  County,  one  of  the  original  counties  of  the 
State,  is  located  on  the  Missouri  River.  It  was 
visited  by  white  men  as  early  as  in  1804.  The  first 
attempt  at  a  permanent  settlement  was  made  in 
1853  by, Samuel  Martin.  In  1856  Cass  County  had 
a  population  of  1,251.  The  county  was  proclaimed 
in  1854  by  Acting  Governor  Cuming.  Plattsmouth 
was  selected  as  the  county  seat  in  1861.  The  first 
company  of  Nebraska  volunteers  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion  was  organized  at  Plattsmouth  on  the  same 
day  that  the  news  of  the  breaking  out  of  the  war 
was  received.  The  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad 
was  built  through  the  county  in  1869,  the  principal 
shops  of  that  company  being  located  in  Plattsmouth. 
The  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad  was  completed  through 
the  county  in  1882.  Plattsmouth  was  founded  in 
1853,  and  contains  a  population  of  from  8,000  to 
10,000.  The  other  towns  of  the  county  are  Weei)- 
ingWater,  Louisville,  Greenwood,  Rock  Bluff  and 
Avoca. 

Cedar  County  is  located  in  the  northeast  corner 
of  the  State,  and  has  an  area  of  730  square  miles. 
It  was  organized  in  1857.  In  the  years  1858,  1862 
and  1863  the  Indians  committed  many  depredations 
in  Cedar  County,  burning  homes,  stealing  stock  and 
murdering  a  few  settlers.  St.  Helena  is  the  county 
seat,  and  the  other  principal  towns  are  St.  James 
and  Hartington. 

Cheyenne  County  is  located  in  the  extreme 
western  part  of  the  State.      Previous  to  the  construe- 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


tion  of  the  Union  Pacilic  Railway  tlie  settlements  in 
the  county  were  few  and  far  Ijetweeu.  The  couutj' 
was  organized  in  1870-  Sidney,  the  principal  town, 
was  laid  out  in  1867,  a  United  States  military  post 
being  established  there  in  that  year.  When  the 
Black  Hills  excitement  was  at  its  height  Sidne}-  be- 
came a  j'oung  city,  doing  an  immense  business. 
But  other  routes  to  the  Hills  have  been  opened,  and 
Sidney  has  lost  much  of  the  trafHc  that  once  thronged 
her  streets. 

Custer  County  is  one  of  the  largest  counties  of 
Nebraska,  and  is  located  in  the  geographical  center 
of  the  State.  It  contains  2,590  square  miles.  It 
was  not  settled  by  the  whites  until  1877  and  1878. 
In  the  early  days  of  its  history  Custer  County  was 
the  scene  of  much  lawlessness,  but  to-day  is  one  of 
the  most  prosperous  and  orderlj'  counties  in  the 
State.  Its  county  seat  is  Broken  Bow,  a  city  but  a 
few  years  old,  but  giving  evidence  of  remarkable 
prosperity.  The  Burlington  &  Missouri  Railroad 
was  built  through  the  county  in  1887. 

Colfax  County  is  one  of  the  eastern  counties  of 
Nebraska,  and  contains  276,480  acres  of  land.  It 
was  settled  in  1856,  but  the  early  settlements  did 
not  flourish  until  the  completion  of  the  Union  Pacific 
Railwaj-  through  the  county  in  1868.  With  the 
advent  of  that  road,  however,  the  county  grew 
rapidlj-  in  population.  Schuyler,  the  county  seat, 
was  founded  in  1869.  It  is  a  thriving  little  city. 
The  only  other  town  of  importance  is  Benton. 

Cuming  County  is  in  the  northeastern  part  of 
the  State,  and  contains  504  square  miles.  It  was 
originally  settled  in  1856,  although  its  boundaries 
were  defined  by  a  Territorial  act  in  1853.  West 
Point,  the  county  seat,  was  platted  in  1869,  and  is 
one  of  the  best  known  towns  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  State.  Bancroft  is  the  only  other  town 
of  importance  in  the  county. 

Dakota  County  is  situated  in  the  northeastern 
part  of  the  State,  and  was  one  of  the  original  coun- 
ties of  the  State.  It  was  settled  previous  to  1855, 
and  was  organized  on  March  7  of  that  year.  The 
county  seat  is  Dakota  City,  founded  in  1856.  The 
other  principal  towns  of  the  count}'  are  St.  John's, 
Jackson,  Homer,  Hubbard  and  Covington. 

Dawson  Countv  is  situated  215  miles  west  of  the 


Mis.souri  River,  and  contains  1,008  square  miles. 
In  the  times  of  the  old  overland  freight  and  emi- 
grant traffic,  Dawson  County  presented  many  lively 
aspects.  Ranches  were  established  every  few  miles 
along  the  route.  The  county  was  settled  in  1861-63. 
On  August  7,  1864,  the  Indians  made  a  general 
attack  upon  all  white  settlements  along  the  Fremont 
trail,  the  first  attack  being  made  in  Dawson  County 
on  eleven  emigrants  in  one  party.  Troops  were  sent 
to  the  scene  of  the  outljreak,  and  the  Indians  were 
finally  driven  back.  Plum  Creek,  the  county  seat, 
was  established  in  1871.  In  1889  the  name  of  this 
town  was  changed  to  Lexington.  The  other  towns 
of  Dawson  County  are  Overton  and  Cozad.  The 
latter  place  from  its  location  was  formerly  known  as 
Hundredth  Meridian. 

Dixon  County  is  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the 
State,  and  was  organized  in  1858.  Previous  to  the 
advent  of  the  whites  Dixon  County  was  the  abiding 
place  of  several  tribes  of  Indians,  chief  among  which 
were  the  Poncas.  The  settlement  of  the  county  was 
considerably  retarded  in  1862,  b}-  fears  of  a  general 
Indian  massacre,  and  in  pursuance  to  a  call  of  the 
general  government  a  militarj'  company  was  raised 
in  the  county  for  the  protection  of  the  inhabitants. 
Ponca,  the  county  seat,  was  platted  in  1856,  but  the 
growth  of  the  town  was  slow  until  1876,  at  which 
time  the  Covington,  Columbus  &  Black  Hills  Rail- 
road was  completed  to  the  place.  Wakefield  and 
Martinsburg  are  also  thriving  towns  in  Dixon 
County. 

Dodge  County  is  located  in  the  second  tier  of 
counties  from  the  Missouri  River,  and  has  an  area  of 
540  square  miles.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in 
1856.  On  September  3,  of  that  j'ear,  a  town  com- 
pany was  formed  and  the  future  city  named  Fre- 
mont, in  honor  of  the  distinguished  explorer.  The 
citizens  of  Fremont  led  a  troubled  existence  for  a 
time,  as  the  Pawnee  Indians  had  their  principal  vil- 
lage on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Platte  River,  and 
looked  upon  the  advent  of  the  pale  face  with  consid- 
erable disfavor.  A  militar}-  company  was  stationed 
there  until  all  fears  of  an  outbreak  were  allayed. 
The  financial  panic  of  1857  retarded  the  growth  of 
Fremont  and  Dodge  County  considerably,  some  of  the 
settlers  being  compelled  to  bon'ow  money  at  60  per 
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cent  to  tide  them  over  their  difflculties.  The  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  was  built  through  the  county  in 
1866,  and  from  that  time  the  population  rapidly  in- 
creased. In  1869  the  Sioux  City  &  Pacific  Railroad 
was  built  into  Fremont,  and  the  same  year  the  con- 
struction of  the  Elkhorn  Valley  branch  of  that  line 
was  commenced.  To-day  Fremont  has  a  population 
of  10,000,  and  is  gi-owing  rapidly.  The  other  towns 
of  Dodge  County  are  North  Bend.  Scribner,'  Pebble 
and  Hooper. 

Douglas  County,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State, 
was  one  of  the  original  counties  proclaimed  by  Act^ 
ing  Governor  Cuming.  The  first  important  settle- 
ments were  made  at  Florence  by  the  Mormons  in 
1844;  but  after  the  exodus  to  Salt  Lake  City  the 
county  was  uninhabited  for  a  number  of  years.  The 
particulars  of  the  permanent  settlement  of  Douglas 
County  are  given  in  another  chapter  of  this  volume. 
Omaha,  the  county  seat  of  Douglas  County,  and  the 
metropolis  of  the  State,  was  founded  in  1854  by 
Jesse  and  Enos  Lowe,  A.  D.  Jones  and  others.  In 
that  same  year  the  Ten-itorial  capital  was  located  at 
Omaha,  and  the  city  at  once  became  the  principal 
town  of  the  Territoiy.  In  1856  the  young  city 
began  to  grow  rapidlj'.  Early  in  that  year  a  num- 
ber of  brick  blocks  were  put  up.  Banks  and  news- 
papers were  established,  and  schools  and  churches 
erected.  The  panic  of  1857,  of  course,  had  its 
depressing  effect  on  Omaha's  prosperity,  but  the 
tide  which  had  set  in  was  not  checked  long.  In 
1859  business  of  all  kinds  revived  to  a  wonderful 
extent.  In  1860  it  was  estimated  that  the  city  had 
1,500  buildings,  and  4,000  inhabitants.  Duriug  the 
war  the  growth  of  the  city  was  slow.  On  December 
3,  1863,  ground  was  broken  for  the  Union  Pacific 
Railroad,  and  from  that  time  onward  Omaha  grew 
more  rapidly.  In  1867  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railroad  was  completed  to  the  city.  In  1870  the 
city  had  a  population  of  16,000.  In  the  decade 
that  elapsed  from  1870  to  1880  the  growth  of  the 
place  was  but  little  short  of  wonderful.  In  the  latter 
year  the  population  had  increased  to  36,000.  To- 
day Omaha  is  a  city  of  150,000  people,  and  is 
growing  at  an  unprecedented  rate. 

Dundy  County  is  situated  in  the  extreme  south- 
western part  of  the  state.      It  is  one  of  the  newer 


counties,  having  been  settled  and  organized  since 
1883.  Its  county  seat  is  Benkleman.  The  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  Railroad  was  completed  through 
the  county  in  1882. 

Fillmore  County  is  located  about  twenty-four 
miles  north  of  the  southern  boundary  of  the  State, 
and  has  a  superficial  area  of  576  square  miles.  The 
first  settlements  in  the  county  were  made  in  June, 
1866,  by  William  Bussard  and  William  Whitaker. 
These  two  men  were  the  only  settlers  of  the  county 
until  1868,  when  a  few  more  settlers  came  to  the 
locality.  It  was  not  until  1870,  however,  that  the 
rush  of  immigration  commenced.  The  county  was 
organized  in  1871.  In  that  year  Geneva  and  Fair- 
mount  were  laid  out,  Geneva  being  made  the  county 
seat.  The  other  towns  of  the  county  are  Grafton, 
founded  in  1874,  and  Exeter,  founded  in  1871. 
The  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  was  built 
through  the  county  in  1871.  In  1888  the  Fremont, 
p]lkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  line  was  extended 
through  the  county. 

Franklin  County  is  in  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 
ties of  the  State,  175  miles  west  of  the  Missouri 
River,  and  has  an  area  of  576  square  miles.  It  was 
settled  in  1870  by  a  colony  from  Omaha,  and  in  the 
following  year  a  military  company,  including  every 
man  in  the  colony,  was  formed  for  protection  against 
the  Indians.  The  county  was  foi-mally  organized  in 
September,  1871.  Bloomingtou,  the  county  seat, 
was  laid  out  in  1872.  The  Burlington  &  3Iissouri 
Railroad  was  extended  through  the  county  in  1879. 
The  United  States  land  office  is  located  at  Bloom- 
ingtou, but  at  the  present  writing  nearly  all  of  the 
public  lands  have  been  taken  up.  The  principal 
towns  of  the  county  are  Franklin,  Riverton  and 
Naponee. 

Frontier  County  is  situateci  well  toward  the 
southwestern  part  of  the  State,  and  has  an  area  of 
576  square  miles.  It  was  organized  in  1872,  at  that 
time  there  being  but  a  few  settlers  in  the  county. 
Stockville  is  the  county  seat  and  Curtis  the  princi- 
pal town.  The  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road was  built  through  the  county  in  1888. 

Furnas  County  lies  in  the  southern  tier  of  coun- 
ties, and  contains  720  square  miles.  The  first  set- 
tler of  the  county  was  Benjamin  Burton,  who  located 
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there  in  1870.  Other  settlers  followed  iu  the  same 
year.  In  the  following  j-ear  fully  150  settlers  with 
their  families  came  to  the  county.  The  countj'  was 
formallj-  organized  in  1873,  and  the  name  was  given 
it  in  honor  of  Robert  W.  Furnas,  then  governor  of 
Nebraska.  For  several  years  the  location  of  the 
county  seat  caused  considerable  strife  between  the 
citizens  of  Arapahoe  and  Beaver  Citj-,  the  contest 
being  finally  decided  in  favor  of  the  latter.  The 
principal  towns  are  Arapahoe,  Oxford,  Beaver  City 
and  Hendley,  the  latter  place  being  established  b}-  a 
Hastings  town  site  company  in  1888. 

Gage  Count}'  is  in  the  third  tier  of  counties  west 
of  the  Missouri  River,  and  contains  864  square  miles. 
Its  location,  wealth  and  population  make  it  one  of 
the  most  important  counties  of  the  State.  The  fii-st 
settler  was  David  Palmer,  who  came  to  the  county 
in  1854  or  1855.  In  1857  a  colony  of  thirty-five 
men,  a  number  of  them  with  families,  formed  a  setr 
tlement  which  was  named  Beatrice,  in  honor  of  a 
daughter  of  Judge  McKinney,  a  member  of  the 
colony.  In  the  same  year  another  settlement  was 
made  seven  miles  north  of  Beatrice,  and  still  an- 
other at  Blue  Springs,  ten  miles  southeast  of  Be- 
atrice. The  Indians  caused  some  trouble  in  the 
early  history  of  these  settlements,  but  the  treaties 
made  by  the  government  soon  brought  peace  to  the 
county.  To  a  citizen  of  Gage  County  belongs  the 
honor  of  having  secured  the  first  homestead  entered 
in  the  United  States.  The  homestead  law  went  into 
effect  on  Januarj- — ,1863,  and  on  that  daj-  Daniel 
Freeman  took  his  claim.  His  patent  is  numbered  1, 
and  is  recorded  in  volume  1 ,  page  1 ,  of  the  records 
of  the  general  land  office  at  Washington.  Beatrice, 
the  county  seat,  is  one  of  the  principal  cities  of 
Nebraska,  and  has  a  population  of  about  12,000. 
The  other  towns  of  the  county  are  Blue  Springs, 
Wymore,  Libertj',  Odell,  Holmesville,  Adams  and 
Caldwell. 

Greeley  County  is  situated  a  little  northeast  of 
the  center  of  the  State,  and  contains  576  square 
miles.  Its  original  settlement  dates  back  to  1871. 
The  county  was  organized  on  October  8,  1872.  The 
county  seat  was  located  at  Scotia.  The  other  towns 
of  the  count}-  are  O'Connor  and  Spaulding. 

Gosper   County  is    in  the  western    part   of  the 


State,  and  contains  an  area  of  448  square  miles.  It 
was  settled  iu  1872  and  was  organized  in  1873. 
Owing  to  the  lack  of  railroad  facilities,  the  county's 
population  increased  slowly  until  after  the  year  of 
1882,  since  which  time  it  has  enjoyed  a  rapid  and 
steady  gi'owth.      Homerville  is  the  county  seat. 

Hall  County  boundaries  were  established  by  the 
act  of  November  4,  1858,  with  the  Platte  River 
forming  the  southern  boundary.  The  act  of  Febru- 
ary 1,  1864,  re-defined  such  boundaries.  This  act 
was  repealed  on  February  15,  and  not  until  March 
1,  1871,  were  the  present  Congressional  boundaries 
fixed.  The  settlement  dates  back  to  July  2,  1857, 
when  a  party  of  Germans  and  a  few  Americans 
arrived  here.  During  the  first  decade  of  pioneer  life 
the  Indians  committed  some  depredations  and  mur- 
ders here,  and  would  have  extended  the  work  of 
rapine  had  the  people  not  erected  Fort  Indepentl- 
ence  and  O.  K.  Fort.  The  county  forms  one  of  the 
richest  agricultural  districts  west  of  the  Missouri , 
and  here,  in  1889,  the  headquarters  of  the  beet 
sugar  industr}-  were  established.  In  early  years  the 
Spaniards  are  said  to  have  explored  this  section,  but 
not  until  1739  are  there  records  of  actual  explo- 
ration. In  that  year  the  French  party,  referred  to 
in  other  pages,  traversed  the  valley  of  the  river  and 
named  the  broad  stream  La  riviere  Platte. 

Hamilton  County  is  located  nearly  in  the  cen- 
tral portion  of  the  State,  and  contains  an  area  of 
over  500  square  miles.  Its  first  permanent  settle- 
ment was  made  in  1866.  The  county  was  organ- 
ized in  1870,  the  county  seat  then  being  located  at 
Orville,  but  after  a  bitter  contest  lasting  for  several 
years  it  was  moved  to  Aurora,  in  1876.  To-day 
Aurora  is  a  thriving  town  of  2,000  inhabitants,  and 
the  junction  of  two  branch  lines  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad. 

Harlau  County  is  located  in  the  southwest  part 
of  the  State,  and  contains  an  area  of  576  square 
miles.  Its  first  settlement  dates  back  to  1870. 
The  county  was  organized  in  1871.  Alma,  the 
county  seat,  was  founded  in  1872.  The  other  towns 
of  the  county  are  Orleans,  Republican  Cit}-  and 
Melrose. 

Hitchcock  County  is  located  in  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  State  and  contains  720    square  miles. 


rv" 
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It  was  first  permanently  settled  iu  1869  by  ranch- 
men. It  was  not  until  1872  that  the  farmers  settled 
in  any  numbers.  The  count}' was  organized  iu  1873. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  the  memorable  fight  between 
the  Sioux  and  the  Pawnee  Indians  tools  place,  in 
which  the  latter  were  defeated  with  terrible  loss. 
Culbertson  is  the  county  seat  and  principal  town. 

Howard  County  is  situated  in  the  fertile  Loup 
^' alley  and  contains  an  area  of  576  square  miles. 
It  was  settled  in  1870  and  formally  organized  in  the 
following  year.  St.  Paul  is  the  county  seat  and 
the  principal  city.  The  other  towns  are  Dannebrog 
and  St.  Libory. 

Hayes  County  is  in  Southwestern  Nebraska  and 
contains  576  square  miles.  It  has  been  settled  and 
developed  since  1882.  Hayes  Centre  is  the  county 
seat  and  principal  town. 

Holt  Count}-  is  one  of  the  largest  counties  in  the 
State,  containing  2,412  square  miles.  It  was  set- 
tled in  1872  and  formally  organized  in  1876. 
O'Niell  is  the  county  seat,  and  the  other  towns  of 
the  county  are  Stuart,  Paddock,  Ford  and  Atkinson. 

Jefferson  County  was  first  known  as  Jones 
County  in  the  early  history  of  Nebraska,  but  in 
1871  the  boundaries  of  the  present  county  were  de- 
fined bj'  an  act  of  the  Legislature.  The  count}-  con- 
tains 576  square  miles  and  was  originally  settled  in 
1855  or  1856.  The  Indians  were  extremely  trouble- 
some in  the  early  history  of  the  county.  Fairbury, 
the  county  seat,  was  laid  out  in  1869.  It  is  a  thriv- 
ing young  city  of  about  5,000  inhabitants  and  quite 
a  railroad  center.  The  other  towns  of  the  county 
are  Steele  City  and  Endicott. 

Johnson  County  is  situated  in  the  southeastern 
part  of  the  State  and  contains  378  square  miles. 
It  was  first  settled  in  1856  and  formally  organized 
in  1857.  Its  county  seat  is  Tecumseh  and  its  other 
towns,  Sterling,  Elk  Creek,  Helena.  Vesta  and 
Spring  Creek. 

Keith  County  is  situated  in  Western  Nebraska 
and  contains  an  area  of  2.016  square  miles.  It  was 
organized  iu  1873.  Ogalalla  is  its  county  seat  and 
principal  town. 

Knox  County  was  organized  by  the  Territorial 
Legislature  in  1857,  and  named  LEan  Qui  Court, 
that  being  the  French  name  for  the  River  Nebraska. 


The  name  was  changed  to  Knox  in  lS7o.  Iu  its 
early  history  the  white  settlers  disputed  with  the 
Ponca  Indians  for  the  possession  of  their  lands, 
but  happily  no  bloodshed  occurred.  The  Santee 
Sioux  reservation  is  situated  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  county.  Niobrara  is  the  county  seat,  while 
Creighton  and  Bazile  Mills  are  thriving  towns. 

Lancaster  County  is  situated  fifty  miles  west  of 
the  Missouri  River  and  contains  86-4  square  miles. 
It  was  first  settled  in  1857  and  foi-mally  organized 
in  1859.  Lincoln  was  chosen  as  the  State  capital  in 
1867.  It  is  the  second  city  of  Nebraska  and  is 
growing  rapidly.  The  State  house  was  completed  in 
1889,  and  is  one  of  the  handsomest  buildings  of  the 
kind  in  the  West.  The  State  University,  State  Pen- 
itentiary and  State  Insane  Hospital  are  located  at 
Lincoln.  The  Wesleyan  and  Advent  Colleges  are 
also  located  in  the  city.  Lincoln  is  also  the  most 
important  railway  center  in  the  State,  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad  and  numerous  branch 
lines,  the  Union  Pacific,  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Mis- 
souri Valley  and  3Iissouri  Pacific  roads  centering 
here.  The  United  States  court  house  was  erected 
in  1889,  at  a  cost  of  $200,000.  The  other  towns  of 
Lancaster  County  are  Bennet,  Waverly,  Firth  and 
Roca. 

Lincoln  County  is  located  iu  the  western  central 
pai-t  of  the  State  and  contains  an  area  of  2,592 
square  miles.  It  was  originally  settled  in  1858, 
although  the  county  had  been  repeatedly  visited  by- 
fur  traders  and  explorers,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1762.  The  great  overland  trail  passed  through  this 
county,  over  which  from  1,000  to  2,000  emigrant 
and  freight  wagons  traveled  daily.  Fort  McPherson 
was  established  in  the  county  by  the  government  iu 
1863.  The  county  was  organized  in  1860.  North 
Platte,  the  county  seat,  was  laid  out  in  1866,  and  is 
the  leading  city  of  Western  Nebraska.  It  is  the 
home  of  William  F.  Cody,  or  "  Buffalo  Bill." 

Madison  County  is  east  of  the  central  part  of  the 
State  and  contains  576  square  miles.  It  was  settled 
in  1S65  and  formally  organized  in  1868.  Norfolk 
is  the  principal  town  of  the  county,  as  well  as  of 
Northern  Nebraska.  The  other  towns  of  the  county 
are  Madison,  which  is  the  county  seat,  and  Battle 
Creek. 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


Merrick  County  is  situated  iu  tlie  Platte  Valley 
and  contains  468  square  miles.  It  Was  first  settled  in 
1859,  but  formallj'  organized  in  1858.  Central  City 
is  the  county  seat  and  principal  town  and  was  laid 
out  in  1866.  The  other  towns  of  the  county  are 
Clark's,  Silver  Creek  and  Chapman. 

Nance  County  lies  near  the  central  part  of  the 
State  and  contains  an  area  of  450  square  miles.  It 
was  first  settled  in  1857  and  was  formally  organized 
in  1879.  FuUerton  is  the  county  seat.  Genoa,  one 
of  the  principal  towns,  was  first  settled  in  1860. 
One  of  the  principal  Indian  schools  of  the  country 
is  located  at  this  point. 

Nemaha  County-  was  known  during  the  early  years 
of  the  Territorial  organization  as  Forney  County, 
but  its  present  name  was  given  it  at  the  first  session 
of  the  Territorial  Legislature.  The  particulars  of  the 
settlement  of  the  countj'  are  given  in  the  main  body 
of  this  sketch.  The  principal  towns  of  Nehama 
County  are  Brownville,  Carson,  London  and  Peru 
(the  State  Normal  school  being  located  at  the  latter 
place),  Auburn,  Brock,  Aspinwall,  Johnson,  Clif- 
ton, St.  Deroin,  Febing  and  Bedford. 

Nuckolls  County  is  situated  in  the  southern 
tier  of  counties,  100  miles  west  of  the  Missouri 
River.  Its  settlement  dates  back  to  1858.  It  was 
formally  organized  in  1871.  The  earlier  settlers 
had  considerable  trouble  with  the  Indians,  and  iu 
1866  ever}-  settler  was  driven  from  the  county. 
Many  settlers  were  killed  during  the  Indian  troubles, 
and  it  was  not  until  1869  that  hostilities  entirely 
ceased.  Nelson  is  the  county  seat,  although  Supe- 
rior is  the  principal  town  of  the  count}-.  Hardy  is 
also  a  thriving  town. 

Otoe  County  is  centrally  located  on  the  Missouri 
River  in  Southwestern  Nebraska.  It  has  a  river 
frontage  of  eighteen  miles  and  contains  about  390  ,- 
000  acres.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1846, 
when  the  United  States  government  established ,  on 
the  present  site  of  Nebraska  City,  a  military  post, 
called  Fort  Kearney.  In  the  fall  of  1848,  the  post 
was  abandoned  for  new  Fort-Kearnej-  on  the  Platte 
River.  Nebraska  Cit}-  is  the  county  seat  of  Otoe 
and  also  its  principal  town.  Other  towns  of  Otoe 
County  worthy  of  notice  are  Syracuse,  Palmyra  and 
Dunbar. 


Pawnee  County  is  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the 
State  and  contains  276,480  acres  of  well  watered 
and  tillable  land.  It  was  first  settled  in  1854,  at  a 
little  village  called  Cincinnati,  about  fourteen  miles 
from  the  present  site  of  Pawnee  City.  The  county 
seat  is  Pa:wnee  City.  Table  Rock  and  Cincinnati 
are  thriving  towns. 

Pierce  Count}'  was  created  in  1859,  by  the  Terri- 
torial Legislature.  It  contains  368,640  acres  of 
land.  The  first  settlement  was  made  in  1866. 
Pierce,  the  present  county  seat,  was  founded  in  1870. 
Plainview  and  Colbergen  are  post  otHces  in  this 
county. 

Phelps  County  is  situated  on  the  divide  between 
the  Platte  and  Republican  Rivers.  The  early  set- 
tlers were  much  troubled  with  the  Indians,  and  little 
was  done  toward  the  settlement  till  1872-73,  when  a 
heavy  immigration  commenced,  and  the  country  is 
now  nearly  all  occupied.  Holdrege  is  the  county 
seat. 

Platte  County  is  the  fourth  in  the  tier  of  eastern 
counties.  It  comprises  684  square  miles  or  437,- 
760  acres  of  land.  Its  settlement  dates  back  to 
1856.  In  the  summer  of  1863,  the  Sioux  made 
numerous  raids,  murdering  settlers  and  burning 
property.  The  Union  Pacific  Railway  reached  Col- 
umbus, the  county  seat,  in  June,  1866,  and  from 
that  time  the  growth  of  the  county  has  been  rapid. 
Columbus  is  the  county  seat  and  a  thriving  cit}-. 
Other  points  of  business  importance  in  the  county 
are  Humphrey  and  Platte  Center. 

Polk  County  is  the  fourth  county  west  of  the  3Iis- 
souri  River,  in  the  fourth  tier  of  counties  from  the 
south.  It  contains  450  square  miles  or  288,000 
acres  of  land  all  susceptible  of  cultivation.  It  was 
originally  part  of  Butler  County,  but.  by  act  of 
Legislature,  was  included  in  its  present  boundaries, 
and  the  county  seat  was  located  in  August,  1870,  at 
Osceola.  In  1887  Osceola  furnished  Nebraska  with 
a  speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  the 
person  of  Hon.  Albinus  Nance,  who  later  filled  the 
j  gubernatorial  chair.  Stromsburgh,  a  large,  thriving 
town,  was  organized  in  1872. 

Red  Willow  County  is  in  the  southern  tier  of 
counties,  and  lies  in  the  Republican  Valley.  In  ex- 
tent it  is  twenty-four  miles  from  north  to  south  and 
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thirty  miles  from  east  to  west.  It  was  first  settled 
in  1871,  and  organized  as  a  countj'  in  1873.  In- 
dianola  is  the  county  seat  of  Red  Willow  County. 
McCook  being  the  end  of  the  division,  midway  be- 
tween the  Missouri  River  and  Denver,  on  the  Bur- 
lington &  jMissouri  River  Railroad  in  Nebraska,  is  a 
prosperous  town,  with  machine  shops  and  large 
round  house. 

Richardson  County  occupies  the  southeastern 
corner  of  the  State,  and  comprises  550  square  miles. 
The  county  was  settled  in  1854.  The  first  election 
was  held  in  the  fall  of  185-t,  ten  votes  being  cast. 
Falls  City,  the  county  seat  of  Richardson  Countj% 
was  incorporated  in  1858.  Other  towns  worthy  of 
mention  are  Humboldt,  Rulo,  Salem,  Dawson  and 
Stella. 

Saline  County  lies  in  the  third  tier  of  counties 
from  the  Missouri  River,  and  in  the  second  from  the 
south  line  of  the  State.  The  first  permanent  settle- 
ment began  in  1858,  but  the  country  was  not  organ- 
ized until  February  18,  1867.  The  early  settlers 
suffered  somewhat  from  the  depredations  of  the  In- 
dians. Saline  County  in  its  early  days  was  greatly 
agitated  over  the  location  of  the  county  seat,  and 
several  contests  were  the  result.  The  seat  of  gov- 
ernment was  first  located  at  Swanton,  where  it  re- 
mained until  1871,  when,  after  a  spirited  contest  in 
which  the  city  of  Crete  was  a  competitor,  it  was 
removed  to  Pleasant  Hill.  In  1877  another  election 
was  held  and  Wilber  and  Crete  contested  for  the 
honor.  Wilber  was  the  choice  and  is  now  the 
county  seat.  Crete  is  a  large  and  growing  town, 
with  unrivaled  water  facilities.  It  is  a  railroad  cen- 
ter and  has  important  educational  interests.  Here 
is  located  Doane  College,  which  was  opened  in  1872, 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Other  places  of  business  importance  in  the  county 
are  De  Witt,  Dorchester,  Friend,  Pleasant  Hill, 
Swanton  and  Western. 

Sarpy  County  was  named  in  honor  of  one  of 
Nebraska's  pioneers,  Col.  Peter  A.  Sarpy,  who  came 
to  Bellevue  in  1823  as  agent  for  the  American  Fur 
Company.  This  company  had  had  a  trading  post 
at  this  point  since  1810,  and  there  are  also  accounts 
of  the  exploration  and  settlement  of  Sarpy  earlier 
than  that  date.      Although  it  was  among  the  earliest 


to  be  settled,  it  was  not  until  1S57  that  it  was  or- 
ganized as  a  county,  being  until  that  time  a  part  of 
Douglas  County.  The  first  Nebraska  postofflce  was 
established  at  Bellevue  in  1848.  It  was  at  Bellevue 
that  the  first  Territorial  governor  died,  having  only 
been  in  the  Territorj'  ten  days.  Bellevue  expected 
to  secure  the  capital,  but  owing  to  the  death  of 
Gov.  Burt  was  disappointed,  as  Gov.  Cuming  lo- 
cated it  at  Omaha.  Sarpj-  indulged  in  a  county 
seat  contest,  and  the  county  seat  was  located  at 
Papillion,  where  it  now  remains.  Springfield  is  a 
thi-iving  town. 

Saunders  County  is  in  the  second  tier  of  counties 
west  of  the  Missouri  River.  It  embraces  483,840 
acres  of  rich,  loamy  soil.  The  first  settlers  arrived 
in  March,  1857.  The  county  was  organized  by  a 
general  election  held  October  8,  1867,  and  the 
county  seat  located  at  Ashland.  The  county  seat 
was  removed  to  Wahoo  in  1873,  and  that  place  is 
the  present  county  seat  of  Saunders  County.  Other 
towns  worthy  of  mention  are  Weston,  Valparaiso. 
Clear  Creek  and  Mead. 

Seward  County  is  located  about  sixty  miles  west 
of  the  Missouri  River.  It  includes  an  area  of  576 
square  miles,  rich  in  agricultural  resources,  being 
watered  bj'  the  Big  Blue  River  with  its  numerous 
tributaries.  The  first  settlement  made  in  the  county 
was  by  Daniel  Morgan  and  his  three  sons,  who  lo- 
cated a  preemption  claim  in  the  fall  of  1858.  Sew- 
ard is  the  county  seat  of  Seward  County.  Milford 
and  Utica  are  also  located  in  this  county. 

Sherman  County  lies  nearly  in  the  center  of  the 
State,  and  is  twenty-four  miles  square.  The  county 
was  first  settled  by  a  party  of  men  from  Grand 
Island,  who  had  received  authority  from  the  State 
government  to  form  a  countj-  organization.  The 
da}-  appointed  for  the  election  was  April  1,  1873. 
and  resulted  in  the  organization  of  Shei-man  County , 
and  the  county  seat  at  Loup  City,  where  it  still  re- 
mains. 

Stanton  County  has  an  area  of  432  square  miles, 
or  253,303  acres.  Its  date  of  settlement  is  1865. 
Stanton  is  the  county  seat. 

Thayer  County  is  about  one  hundred  miles  west 
of  the  Missouri  River.  It  is  twenty-lour  miles 
square,   and  contains  368.640   acres  of   land    well 
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watered  with  numerous  streams.  The  Indians  gave 
a  great  deal  of  trouble  in  the  early  history  of  the 
county.  The  first  settlers  came  in  1858,  but  the 
county  was  very  little  settled  until  after  the  close  of 
the  Civil  War,  when  the  United  States  government 
could  protect  the  frontier  from  the  depredations  of 
the  Indians.  The  first  election  held  in  Thayer 
County  proper  was  in  October,  1871.  The  county 
seat  is  Hebron.  Alexandria,  Hubbell,  Carleton, 
Belvidere,  Davenport,  Chester,  Friedensau  and  Har- 
bine  are  the  other  towns  in  Thayer  County. 

Valle}-  Count}'  is  located  not  far  from  the  center 
of  the  State,  and  is  in  extent  twent3--four  miles 
square.  It  is  one  of  the  best  watered  counties  in 
Central  Nebraska,  the  North  Loup  River  with  its 
numerous  creeks  crossing  the  county.  The  first 
actual  settlement  in  the  county  was  in  April  and 
Maj-,  1872,  by  a  party  of  Danes.  The  countj^  was 
organized  in  1873,  and  the  countj-  seat  was  located 
on  the  site  of  the  present  town  of  Ord.  North  Loup 
is  also  a  prosperous  town  in  Valley  Count}-. 

Washington  County  is  situated  on  the  eastern 
border  of  the  State,  midway  from  north  to  south. 
It  contains  400  square  miles,  or  256,000  acres.  In 
1859  the  settlers  and  Indians  engaged  in  what  is 
known  as  the  "Pawnee  War,"  after  which  the  set> 
tiers  were  unmolested.  Blair  is  the  county  seat  of 
Washington  County. 

Wayne  County  lies  in  the  northeastern  portion  of 
Nebraska.  It  embraces  322,560  acres  of  land.  Its 
date  of  settlement  is  the  summer  of  1868.  Wayne 
is  the  county  seat. 

Webster  County  is  situated  in  the  southern  tier 
of  counties,  about  150  miles  west  of  the  Missouri 
River.  It  is  in  extent  twenty-four  miles  square,  and 
consists  of  land  well  watered  by  the  Republican 
River  which  flows  across  its  entire  breadth.  The 
first  settlement  made  in  the  county  was  in  the  spring 
of  1870  by  the  members  of  the  Rankin  Colony. 
They  located  at  Guide  Rock.  The  same  season,  Silas 
Garber,  afterward  the  governor  of  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska, pushed  on  up  the  river  to  where  Red  Cloud 
now  is,  and  made  a  settlement.  Webster  County 
was  organized  in  1871.  Red  Cloud  is  the  county  seat 
and  largest  town.  Guide  Rock,  Blue  Hill,  Cowles 
and  Amboy  are  located  in  Webster  County. 


York  County  is  about  ninety  miles  west  of  the 
Missouri  River,  and  about  sixty  from  the  south  line 
of  the  State.  The  first  settlement  of  Y^ork  County 
was  the  establishment  of  five  posts  for  purpose  of 
furnishing  supplies  to  travelers  on  what  was  known 
as  the  "Old  Government"  or  "California  Trail," 
which  led  through  the  region  now  known  as  Yorlv 
County.  The  first  permanent  settlement  was  made 
in  February,  1865,  by  John  Anderson  who,  with  his 
son  William,  took  up  homestead  claims,  and  are 
honored  as  the  pioneer  settlers.  The  county  was 
organized  in  1870,  before  that  being  a  part  of 
Seward  County.  At  the  same  election  the  county 
seat  was  located  at  Y'ork,  where  it  still  remains. 
Bradshaw  and  Waco  are  other  towns  worthy  of  men- 
tion in  York  County. 

Within  the  past  four  years  a  number  of  new 
counties  have  been  organized  in  the  westei-n  and 
northwestern  parts  of  the  State.  In  1880  Sioux 
County  comprised  within  its  limits  about  one-fifth  of 
the  entire  superficial  area  of  the  State.  The  rail- 
roads had  not  as  yet  been  built  through  that  part  of 
Nebraska,  settlements  were  few  and  far  between, 
and  there  was  really  but  little  need  of  county  or- 
ganization. But  the  rapid  development  of  the  north 
and  western  portions  of  the  State,  brought  about  by 
the  construction  of  many  lines  of  railroad,  has 
entirely  changed  the  map  of  Nebraska.  Out  of 
Sioux  County  have  been  formed  the  counties  of 
Sioux,  Grant,  Arthur,  Hooker,  McPherson,  Key  a 
Paha,  Brown,  Cherry,  Sheridan,  Dawes,  Box  Butte, 
Scott's  Bluflf,  Deuel,  Rock,  Banner,  Kimball  and 
Logan.  That  part  of  Keith  County  lying  south  of 
the  Platte  River  has  also  been  erected  into  a  separate 
county,  known  as  Perkins  County,  and  the  northern 
half  of  Dundy  County  given  a  separate  organization, 
and  called  Chase  County.  The  settlement  an'l  or- 
ganization of  these  counties  has  been  of  too  recent  a 
date  to  admit  of  anything  like  a  historical  sketch. 
They  are  developing  rapidly,  and  will  soon  be  as 
populous  and  wealthy  as  many  of  their  older  sister 
counties  of  Nebraska. 

Kearney  County  is  situated  in  Southern  Ne- 
braska, and  has  an  area  of  576  square  miles.  The 
history  of  the  county  dates  back  to  1848,  when 
Fort  Kearney  was  established  by  the  government- 
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but  the  settlements  made  in  and  around  this  militaiy 
post  were  of  a  temporary  character.  Permanent 
settlers  began  to 'arrive  in  1867,  and  their  numbers 
increased  so  rapidlj-  that  in  1872  a  permanent 
count}'  organization  was  formed.  Lowell  was  at 
that  time  the  most  important  town  and  the  count}- 
seat.  In  1878,  however,  Minden  was  selected  as 
the  county  seat.  The  other  towns  of  Kearney 
County  are  Lowell  and  Newark. 

Thui-ston  County  is  one  of  the  newest  counties 
of  Nebraska.  It  was  organized  by  the  Legislature 
of  1888-89,  and  was  formed  of  the  territory  em- 
braced in  the  Omaha  Indian  Reservation.  It  is 
situated  on  the  Missouri  River,  between  Burt  and 
Dakota  Counties. 

Under  the  different  treaties  with  Great  Britain 
and  France,  America's  right  to  the  country  north  of 
the  forty-second  parallel — now  the  States  of  Oregon 
and  Washington — was  conceded.  Texas  was  ad- 
mitted in  1845  and  in  1848  California  and  the  Ter- 
ritories of  New  Mexico  and  L^tah  had  become  a  part 
of  the  Union.  In  this  way  the  government  acquired 
a  vast  territory,  rich  in  agricultural  and  mining 
resources  which  would  very  materially  increase  the 
wealth  and  influence  of  the  Nation  if  it  could  once 
be  utilized.  Commercially,  it  was  rapidly  becoming 
necessary  that  some  means  for  communication  be- 
tween the  East  and  the  West  should  be  provided. 
In  all  ages,  mankind  has  sought  the  shortest,  most 
expeditious  and  economical  route  to  market.  The 
Panama  route  superseded  the  route  to  California  by 
the  way  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope.  The  freighters 
across  the  American  Desert  shortened  the  route 
again,  but  the  time  came  when,  not  shorter,  but 
more  expeditious  means  were  essential. 

Politically,  also,  it  was  seen  to  be  necessary,  as 
the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  demonstrated  the 
fact  that  the  isolation  of  California  involved  a  peril 
to  the  Union. 

The  necessity  of  building  a  railway  connecting 
the  East  and  the  West  had  been  recognized  before 
this,  however,  and  many  plans  had  been  proposed 
and  rejected.  In  all  the  plans  offered,  Congressional 
aid  was  contemplated  and  suggested,  the  only  point 
of  difference  being  the  manner  in  which  this  aid 
should  be  given. 


In  1853-54  nine  routes  were  sur\'eyed  across  the 
continent  on  various  parallels  between  British 
America  and  Mexico,  under  the  supervision  of  Jeffer- 
son Davis,  then  Secretary  of  War.  The  results 
were  submerged  in  the  interests  of  the  extreme 
southern  line.  It  was  thought  impracticable  to 
build  a  road  through  the  central  portion  of  the  con- 
tinent because  of  the  barriers  in  the  way  in  the 
shape  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  There  were  engi- 
neers ,  however,  who  urged  that  the  geography  of  the 
country  and  other  features  of  excellence  demon- 
strated, incontestibly,  that  the  old  Mormon  trail  up 
the  north  side  of  the  Platte  Ri^er  was  the  most 
available. 

In  June,  1857,  a  number  of  distinguished  gentle- 
men from  various  portions  of  the  LTnited  States 
visited  Omaha,  and  confeiTed  with  interests  and  cor- 
porations having  in  view  the  construction  of  the 
Pacific  road  by  way  of  the  Platte  River  and  South 
Pass.  They  examined  the  city  and  vicinity,  visited 
the  Platte  River,  and  united  in  recommending  that 
an  appeal  to  Congress  be  made  for  such  reasonaljle 
grant  of  land  and  other  aid  as  would  give  an  impul.'^e 
to  the  building  of  the  road. 

From  the  earliest  days  of  the  Territory,  the 
people  and  official  representatives  of  Nebraska 
favored  the  speedy  completion  of  a  line  through  the 
Valley  of  the  Platte.  By  referring  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Legislature,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  was 
one  of  the  first  and  most  cherished  hopes  of  the  new 
country.  Every  governor  from  Cuming  to  Saun- 
ders advocated  the  measure,  and  most  urgent  spirit 
was  manifested  throughout  the  decade  from  1855  to 
1865. 

On  January  20,  1858,  the  committee,  which  had 
been  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  subject,  reported 
through  Senator  Gwin,  of  California,  a  bill  which 
proposed  to  locate  the  road  at  some  point  between 
the  Big  Sioux  and  Kansas  Rivers  to  San  Francisco. 
The  bill  provided  for  the  donation  of  alternate  sec- 
tions of  land  on  each  side  of  the  route,  and  $12,500 
per  mile,  the  same  to  be  advanced  upon  the  comple- 
tion of  every  twenty-five  miles  of  road,  until 
$25,000,000  were  reached;  the  amounts  thus  ad- 
vanced to  be  returned  in  mail  service  and  transpor- 
tation of  men  and  munition   of  war ;   5  per  cent  of 
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the  stock  to  be  issued,  the  President  of  the  United 
States  to  recei\'e  bids  and  locate  tlie  road.  Tlie  bill, 
however,  was  killed  in  the  Senate.  At  the  session 
in  1859-60,  another  effort  was  made  and  a  bill  intro- 
duced into  the  house  by  Mr.  Curtis,  of  Iowa.  It 
provided  for  the  construction  of  a  road  across  the 
continent,  with  branches  from  two  points  on  the 
navigable  waters  of  the  Missouri,  to  converge  and 
unite  within  200  miles  of  that  stream,  thence  on  to 
the  navigable  waters  of  the  Sacramento. 

In  Januar}-,  1859,  a  memorial  was  adopted  l)y 
the  citizens  of  Omaha,  and  addressed  to  Congress, 
for  a  Pacific  railroad  up  Platte  Valley.  This  docu- 
ment set  forth  the  advantages  of  the  central  route 
very  clearly.  This  was  circulated  throughout  the 
Territor}'  of  Nebraska  and  being  heartily  approved, 
was  forwarded  to  Washington. 

After  a  month's  discussion  of  the  Curtis  bill 
and  its  amendments  by  Congress,  a  motion  to  strike 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  authorizing 
the  President  of  the  United  States  to  receive  liids  to 
contract  for  the  construction  of  three  routes  to  the 
Pacific,  same  to  be  submitted  to  the  XXXVIIth 
Congi'ess,  prevailed. 

Early  in  1862  the  question  was  again  agitated 
and  plans  began  to  take  definite  shape.  On  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1862,  Mr.  Rollins,  of  Missouri,  by  unani- 
mous consent  introduced  a  bill  to  aid  in  construct> 
ing  a  railroad  and  telegraph  line  from  the  Missouri 
River  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  to  secure  to  the 
government  the  use  of  same  for  postal,  military  and 
other  purposes.  It  was  substantially  the  same  bill 
that  Gen.  Curtis  had  submitted  the  previous  session. 
A  number  of  amendments  were  offered  and  accepted, 
and  the  final  vote  in  the  House  resulted  in  its  adop- 
tion, and  the  bill  was  sent  to  the  Senate  for  con- 
currence. After  numerons  amendments  made  by 
the  Senate  and  accepted  by  the  House,  the  bill  was 
finally  approved,  and  became  a  law  July  1,  1862. 

Among  other  things  for  which  this  bill  provided 
was  that  certain  men,  their  names  being  given,  to- 
gether with  five  commissioners,  to  be  appointed  by 
the  Seeretarj'  of  the  Interior,  were  hereby  created  and 
erected  into  a  bodj'  corporate  and  politic  in  law  and 
deed,  by  the  name,  style  and  title  of  "The  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company." 


The  bill  further  provided  for  the  laying  out  and 
construction  of  a  continuous  railroad  and  telegraph 
line,  with  the  appurtenances,  from  a  point  on  the 
one  hundredth  meridian  of  longitude  west  of  Green- 
wich, between  the  south  margin  of  the  Republican 
River  and  the  north  margin  of  the  valley  of  the 
Platte  River,  in  the  Territory  of  Nebraska,  to  the 
western  boundary  of  Nevada  Territory;  for  the 
amount  of  capital  stock ;  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners and  other  officers ;  the  election  of  direct- 
ors; the  right  of  way  through  public  lands;  the 
extinguishment  of  Indian  titles;  the  donation  of 
alternate  sections,  except  mineral  lands ;  the  con- 
veyance of  lands  upon  completion  of  forty  consecu- 
tive miles  of  road,  and  the  issue  and  paj-ment  of 
bonds  therefor ;  the  designation  of  the  route  of  the 
road  ;  time  of  completion  ;  for  the  completion  of  the 
main  line  in  1876 ;  the  company  to  make  annual 
reports  containing  names  of  stockholders  and  direct- 
ors, amount  of  stock  subscribed,  description  of  lines 
of  road  surveyed,  and  cost,  receipts  and  expenses ; 
also  of  general  indebtedness. 

Subsequently  an  act  amendatory  of  this  act  cre- 
ating the  corporation  was  introduced  into  Congress, 
directing  that  the  first  meeting  be  held  in  Br3'an 
Hall,  in  the  city  of  Chicago,  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
SeptemV)er,  1862.  The  objects  of  the  meeting  were 
the  completion  of  the  organization  and  the  opening 
of  subscription  to  the  capital  stock.  The  meeting 
was  held  as  provided.  Gen.  A.  R.  Curtis  presiding, 
with  an  attendance  of  twenty-three  commissioners. 
The  convention  was  permanently  organized  by  the 
election  of  W.  B.  Ogden,  of  Illinois,  as  president, 
and  H.  V.  Poor,  of  New  York,  as  secretary.  A 
committee  of  thirteen  was  appointed  to  advise  and 
co-operate  with  the  officers,  and  the  meeting  ad- 
journed subject  to  call  of  the  president  and  secretary. 

On  October  29,  1863,  this  great  enterprise  was 
formally  organized  at  a  meeting  held  in  New  Y'ork 
City,  by  the  election  of  a  board  of  thirteen  directors, 
on  the  part  of  the  stockholders,  and  the  appointment 
of  two  directors  on  the  part  of  the  government,  as 
follows,  pursuant  to  the  charter :  George  Opdyke, 
John  A.  Dix,  T.  C.  Duvant,  E.  W.  Dunham,  P. 
Clark,  E.  T.  M.  Gibson,  J.  F.  D.  Louier,  G.  T.  M. 
Davis,  A.  G.  Jerome,  August  Belmont,  L.  C.  Clark, 
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Charles  Tuttle,  Henry  Y.  Poor,  and  George  Gris- 
wold,  New  York  City;  J.  Y.  L.  Priiyu,  Albany; 
E.  H.  Rosekrans,  Glens  Falls;  A.  A.  Lowe,  San 
Francisco;  W.  B.  Ogden  and  J.  F.  Tracy,  Chicago; 
Nathaniel  Thayer  and  C.  A.  Lombard,  Boston;  C. 
S.  Bushnell,  New  Haven;  J.  H.  Scranton,  Scranton  ; 
J.  Edgar  Thompson,  Philadelphia;  Ebenezer  Cook 
and  John  E.  Henry,  Davenport;  H.  T.  McComb, 
Wilmington,  Del. ;  Augustus  Kontze.  Omaha;  John 
J.  Blair,  Belvidere,  N.  J. ;  and  S.  C.  Pomeroy, 
Atchison,  Kan. 

The  question  now  arose  as  to  what  place  the 
president  would  select  as  the  initial  point  of  the 
road,  and  from  the  beginning  it  was  asserted  by 
many  that  Omaha  or  Council  Bluffs  offered  superior 
advantages  and  inducements.  In  support  of  this 
conclusion,  the  advocates  of  these  places  argued  that 
at  that  time  four  lines  of  railroads  had  been  pro- 
jected and  were  in  process  of  construction  across  the 
State  of  Iowa  to  points  on  the  Missouri  River — one 
with  the  avowed  purpose  of  making  Council  Bluffs 
its  western  terminus.  Another  had  abandoned  its 
original  plans  and  seemed  to  be  making  for  the  same 
point.  Further,  that  there  were  many  evidences 
that  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  road,  which  was 
built  for  a  distance  of  100  miles  west  of  Burlington, 
would  be  diverged  to  a  point  as  near  as  practicable 
to,  but  south  of  the  Platte  River. 

These  arguments  and  considerations  undoubtedly 
weighed  the  balance  in  favor  of  Omaha,  for  on 
December  2,  1863,  the  engineer  of  the  road  received 
a  telegram  announcing  that  the  President  of  the 
United  States  had  fixed  the  initial  point  of  the  road 
on  "the  western  boundary  of  the  State  of  Iowa" 
opposite  Omaha,  and  directing  him  finally  to  "break 
ground"  and  inaugurate  the  great  work  of  that 
day. 

At  2  o'clock,  on  the  date  indicated,  impressive 
ceremonies  were  held  at  the  grounds  donated  to  the 
railway  company  by  the  citj'.  The  ' '  first  shovelful 
of  earth"  was  removed  by  Gov.  Saunders,  Major 
Kennedy,  of  Omaha,  and  Mayor  Palmer,  of  Council 
Bluffs,  amid  the  roar  of  artillery  from  either  shore 
of  the  Missouri.  These  proceedings  were  followed 
by  addresses  by  Gov.  Saunders,  Mayor  Kennedy,  A. 
J.    Poppleton,  and  George  Francis  Train,   of    New 


York,  the  festivities  conclu(lin<i'  with  a  grand  ban- 
quet and  ball,  and  a  general  illumination  of  the  city. 

Work  was  commenced  at  once,  and  progressed 
expeditiously  and  satisfactorilj^  through  1864.  To 
aid  in  the  construction  of  the  great  National  High- 
way, the  United  States  government  conferred  upon 
the  Union  Pacific  a  magnificant  land  grant  amount- 
ing to  12,000,000  of  acres,  or  19,000  square  miles. 
These  lands  are  contained  in  alternate  sections  of 
one  square  mile  each,  within  a  breadth  of  twenty 
miles  on  either  side  of  the  railroad,  and  extend 
along  its  entire  line. 

The  road  had  been  located  and  placed  under 
contract  from  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River, 
a  distance  of  100  miles  westerly,  in  the  great  valley 
of  the  Platte  River,  and  surveys  continued  from  that 
point  to  the  one  hundredth  meridian  of  longitude. 
But  in  the  fall  of  1864  Jesse  L.  Williams,  one  of  the 
government  directors,  and  Silas  Seymour,  consult- 
ing engineer  of  the  road,  visited  this  portion  of  the 
line  entering  the  Great  Platte  Yalley  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Elkhorn  River,  and  on  their  return  to  New 
York  united  in  a  recommendation  that  the  company 
change  the  location  of  the  line  between  the  Missouri 
River  and  the  Platte  Yalley  for  the  purpose  of 
avoiding  the  heavy  grades  of  eighty  feet  per  mile. 

The  matter  was  laid  before  the  board  of  directors 
at  their  meeting  in  January,  1865,  when  a  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  approving  of  the  change,  provided 
the  facts  assumed  in  the  arguments  of  the  govern- 
ment director  and  consulting  engineer,  in  relation  to 
the  topography  of  the  country  and  feasibility  of  the 
proposed  line,  should  be  borne  out  by  actual  surveys. 
A  survej'  of  the  proposed  route  was  accordingly 
made,  which  showed  results  much  more  favorable 
than  had  been  assured,  and  the  work  of  grading 
was  therefore  suspended  upon  the  old  line,  and 
commenced  upon  the  new. 

This  change  was  strongly  protested  against  both 
by  Omaha  and  by  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Rail- 
road Company;  the  former,  because  it  would  in- 
jure their  city  by  the  proposed  change  of  route,  as 
rapid  improvements  had  been  made  and  a  large 
amount  of  capital  invested  about  that  city  and 
Council  Bluffs  with  full  faith  that  the  location  was 
permanent.      Tlie  Burlington  &  Missouri  protested 
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because  the  proposed  change  would  encroach  some- 
what ou  the  territory  and  grants  which  had  been 
appropriated  to  tliem  to  aid  in  the  extension  of  their 
road.  Howe^■er,  the  proposed  change  of  route  was 
approved  of  by  President  Andrew  Johnson  on  Sep- 
tember 23,  1865.  While  this  action  was  severely 
condemned  hj  the  citizens  of  Omaha  and  Council 
Bluffs,  the  benefits  to  be  derived  l)y  the  former  city 
and  the  couiitrj-  around  soon  niaiiifcstt'il  themselves. 

During  the  winter  of  ISO.")  tlir  track  was  laid  as 
far  west  as  Columbus.  On  Tui'sila\-,  3Fareh  13, 
1866,  it  was  announced  that  sixty  miles  of  the  road 
had  been  completed,  and  awaited  examination  by 
the  commissioners  of  the  i;overnment.  This  exam- 
ination took  place  April  IC,  Istw;.  In  July,  1866, 
135  miles  were  annoum-eil  as  ready  for  the  "cars" 
west  of  Omaha. 

While  the  Union  Pacific  had  nearly  crossed  the 
plains  of  Nebraska,  and  was  rapidly  approaching 
the  Rocky  Mountain  raii-v.  tlir  Central  Pacific  from 
the  west  was  making  eijiially  gratifying  headway. 
During  the  fall  of  1867,  the  last  and  greatest  of  the 
tunnels  of  the  western  link  was  opened,  and  the 
erossini;-  of  the  Sierra  Nevada  Mountains  into  the 
i^reat  Salt  Lal<e  Hasin  was  effected.  Early  in  1868 
tlie  rniou  J'aeitie  pierced  the  rich  mineral  regions 
of  the  mountains,  and  continued  its  movement 
toward  the  Pacific. 

The  race  between  the  Union  and  Central  Pacific 
to  build  the  greatest  number  of  miles  caused  much 
rivalry  and  dissension,  and  proved  very  vexatious, 
if  not  damaging.  The  difficulties  between  the  Union 
and  Central  Pacific  were  settled  on  April  9,  1869. 
under  the  following  circumstances:  It  seems  that 
the  railroad  committee  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives on  that  date,  after  a  stormy  discussion,  agreed 
to  ask  the  passage  of  joint  resolution,  declaring  that 
no  bonds  be  issued  to  either  corporation  for  the 
eight}--mile  section  between  Ogden  and  Monument 


Point  until  Congress  arrange  for  the  junction  of  the 
two  roads. 

In  the  meantime,  and  prior  to  the  introduction 
of  the  resolution,  the  representatives  of  the  two 
companies  had  met  and  arranged  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  two  lines.  The  junction  was  mutually 
agreed  upon,  and  located  at  Promontory  Point,  Ije- 
tween  Ogden  and  Monument  Point, 

The  completion  of  the  road  occurred  on  Monday, 
:\Iay  10,  1869.  This  event  was  celebrated  with 
impressive  ceremonies,  amidst  the  rejoicings  of  a 
continent. 

In  1888  there  were  4,902. 67  miles  of  railroad  in 
Nebraska,  valued  at  $25,574,431.00.  From  1881 
to  1886  the  increase  in  railroad  building  was  grad- 
ual; but  by  1887, 845.72  miles  were  constructed,  and 
1,072.58  miles  the  following  year.  That  nearl3' 
5,000  miles  of  railways  should  have  been  built  with- 
in the  State  in  twent3--two  years  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  first  road  in  1864,  and  that,  in  1888, 
the  State,  once  a  part  of  the  ' '  Great  American 
Desert,"  as  mapped  out  by  our  early  geographers, 
should  have  railroads  assessed  for  taxation  at  over 
$25,000,000,  is  a  matter  of  wonder  and  astonish- 
ment. The  names  of  the  railroads  within  the  State, 
as  reported  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization 
in  1888,  are  the  Union  Pacific,  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River,  Omaha  &  Southwestern,  Nebraska,  Re- 
publican Valley,  Atchison  &  Nebraska,  Lincoln  & 
Northwestern,  Nebraska  &  Colorado,  Chicago,  Ne- 
braska &  Kansas,  Omaha  &  Republican  Valle}',  St. 
Joseph  &  Grand  Island,  Sioux  City  &  Pacific,  Fre- 
mont, Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley,  Chicago,  St  Paul, 
Minneapolis  &  Omaha,  Chicago,  Kansas  &  Nebraska, 
Republican  Valley,  Kansas  &  Southwestern,  Grand 
Island  &  Wyoming  Central,  Omaha  &  North  Platte, 
Lincoln  &  Black  Hills,  (Lincoln  &  Black  Hills  uu- 
operated),  Kansas  City  &  Omaha,  Missouri  Pacific, 
Oxford  &  Kansas  aud  Pacific, 
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CHAPTER  X, 


H^rH^ 


Nebraska's  Important  Cities — Sketch   of   Tueir    Progress   and    Development — Material    Advancement 
Noted— CuARACTER  op  Improvements— Present  Interests— Attractions  Offered— Lincoln,  the 
Judicial    Center — Omaha,  the  Commercial   Metropolis — Public   Prosperity — Edu- 
cational   Facilities — The   Public   School   System — Early-  Enumera- 
tion— School  Funds — Statistics — Denominational  Insti- 
tutions of  Learning — Local  Colleges. 


Many  things  impossible  to 
Have  been  by  need  to  full 

"^j     \   MONG  the  most  interesting 

facts  in  tlie  histoiy  of  any 

-  f       Stite  are  tliose  relating  to 

*■'        its  principal  commercial 

centers.    The  following  con- 

^      ise  reference  to  a  number 

V  ~  ^1°^  ^^  important  towns  of  Ne- 

Vf'3, '"  '-'^'  '•tr\es  to  indicate  the  rapid  pro- 

^a*5j  giobS  made  m  the  development  of  this 

'''^^r  section  of  country. 

Beitnce  tiie  county  seat  of  Gage 
rount\  IS  pl(  isantly  situated  on  rolling 
ground  on  tne  Big  Blue  River,  about 
three  miles  west  of  the  geographical  cen- 
tre of  the  county.  It  was  founded  by  a 
colony  of  emigrants  in  1857,  and  named  in  honor 
of  the  daughter  of  Judge  Kinney,  a  member  of  the 
colony.  With  the  organization  of  the  county  that 
year  it  was  made  the  seat  of  justice  thereof,  and  as 
such  it  still  continues.  In  1871  the  first  railroad, 
th(!  Omaha  &  Southwestern,  was  completed  to  Beat- 
rice, and  since  then  several  other  lines  have  been 
constructed,  so  that  at  this  writing  seven  railroads 
lead  out  from  the  city.  Prior  to  the  completion  of 
the  first  road  the  growth  of  the  place  was  slow,  but 


thought 
perfection  brought. — Dnjclen. 

has  since  been  rapid.  Its  first  school  house  was 
built  in  1862,  and  Mrs.  Frances  Butler  was  its  first 
teacher.  The  first  church  organized  in  the  place 
was  the  Methodist  Episcopal,  organized  in  1857  or 
1858.  The  school  and  church  privileges  of  the  city 
are  now  extensive.  The  city  contains  many  fine 
business  blocks,  several  banks  and  many  mercantile 
houses,  and  a  population  bordering  near  to  10,000. 

Blair,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Washington  County, 
is  situated  on  a  beautiful  plateau  about  two  and  a 
half  miles  west  of  the  Missouri  River,  at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  St.  Paul,  Minnesota  &  Omaha,  and  the 
Sioux  City  &  Pacific  Railroads.  The  plateau  was 
settled  in  1855  by  three  brothers,  Jacob,  Alexander 
and  T.  M.  Carter.  The  town  was  founded  and  be- 
came the  seat  of  justice  in  1869,  and  in  1872  it  was 
chartered  as  a  cit}*  of  the  second  class.  Its  first 
school  was  taught,  and  its  first  church  (M.  E. )  estab- 
lished the  year  it  was  founded.  It  is  now  a  pros- 
perous little  city  with  several  schools  and  churches 
and  many  mercantile  houses,  also  banks  and  weekly 
newspapers.  Its  population  reaches  into  the  thou- 
sands. 

Columbus,  Platte  County's  judicial  center,  is  on 
Loup   River,  and  on  the  Union  Pacific,  Lincoln  & 
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Northwestern,  and  Omaha  &  Black  Hills  Railroads. 
It  was  founded  in  1856,  by  the  Pawnee  City  Com- 
pany and  the  Columbus  Town  Company  consoli- 
dated, and  was  incorporated  as  a  town  in  1865,  and 
became  a  city  of  the  second  class  in  1873.  It  has 
flourishing  schools,  prosperous  churches,  good  so- 
cietj',  many  mercantile  houses,  banks,  fine  public 
buildings  and  public  works,  newspapers,  and  every- 
thing constituting  a  growing  young  city. 

Crete,  situated  on  Blue  River  in  the  north- 
eastern part  of  Saline  County,  at  the  crossing  of 
two  lines  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road, was  laid  out  and  established  in  the  summer 
of  1870,  by  J.  C.  Bickle  and  the  town  company 
of  a  railroad  company.  There  were  three  or  four 
buildings  on  the  site  when  the  town  was  laid  out, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1870,  there  were  seventeen.  The 
railroad  was  completed  to  Crete  in  1871,  and  then 
came  a  mighty  impetus  to  the  growth  of  the  town. 
It  was  incorjDorated  that  year  as  a  second  class  city, 
and  it  is  now  a  prosperous  place  containing  several 
thousand  inhabitants,  Doane  College,  a  noted  insti- 
tution of  learning,  good  public  schools,  numerous 
churches,  banks,  newspapers,  many  mercantile 
houses,  and  several  manufacturing  establishments. 

Falls  City,  the  county  seat  of  Richardson  County, 
in  the  southeast  corner  of  the  State,  situated  at  the 
crossing  of  the  Missouri  Pacific  and  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroads,  was  settled  and  founded 
in  1857.  It  was  incorporated  as  a  city  in  1860, 
and  re-incorporated  in  1867,  having  lost  its  first 
charter  in  1863.  It  is  now  a  prosperous  little  city 
of  about  3,000  inhabitants,  with  good  schools,  a 
complement  of  churches,  newspapers,  banks,  a  few 
manufacturing  establishments,  numerous  commercial 
houses,  benevolent,  religious  and  literarj-  societies, 
etc! ,  etc. 

Fremont  is  the  county  seat  of  Dodge  County. 
It  is  on  the  Platte  River,  and  on  the  Union  Pacific, 
at  the  western  terminus  of  the  Sioux  City  &  Pacific, 
and  also  at  the  terminus  or  crossing  of  several  other 
lines  of  railway,  and  was  founded  in  1856  by  Pin- 
ney,  Barnard  &  Co.  In  1860  it  became  the  seat 
of  justice  for  the  county.  It  is  distant  from  Omaha 
forty-seven  miles,  and  from  Lincoln  fifty-two  miles. 
The  first  court  house,   a  two-story  brick  building. 


costing  about  $12,000,  was  erected  in  the  winter  of 
1867-68.  The  jail,  costing  about  $15,000,  was 
erected  in  1875.  The  present  court  house,  costing 
$60,000,  was  erected  in  1S89.  The  town  was  incor- 
porated as  a  city  of  the  second  class  in  1871.  It  is 
the  outlet  or  market  place  for  the  products  of  the 
rich  valleys  of  the  Platte  and  Elkhorn.  The  first 
church  at  Fremont — the  Congregational — was  organ- 
ized in  1857  by  Rev.  I.  B.  Heaton,  and  the  first 
school  was  taught,  in  1858,  by  Miss  Charity  Colson.  i 
3Iany  denominations  have  since  organized  churches 
and  erected  comfortable  and  magnificent  edifices, 
and  the  city  contains  two  colleges,  a  large  central 
and  several  other  school  buildings.  It  has  the  met- 
ropolitan features  of  a  city,  having  street  cars,  gas 
and  electric  lights,  water  works,  granite  paved 
streets,  three  daily,  four  weekly  and  two  monthly 
newspapers,  a  most  extensive  creamery,  six  rail- 
roads, twenty-two  passenger  trains  daily,  fine  public 
buildings,  eleven  churches,  eight  school  houses,  free 
post  delivery,  five  banks,  a  board  of  trade,  numerous 
mercantile  houses,  and  a  large  number  of  manufac- 
tories. 

Its  public  improvements  alone  for  the  year  1889 
were  as  follows:  Court  house,  $60,000;  city  hall, 
$13,000;  granite  paving,  $35,000;  water  works  ex- 
tension, $35,000;  high  school  building,  $27,000; 
ward  school  building,  $11,000;  street  railway  im- 
provements, $5,000;  streets  and  sidewalks,  $2,500; 
parks,  $3,000;  railroad  improvements,  $8,000;  elec. 
trie  fire  alarm  system,  $2,000;  total,  $201,500. 
Fremont's  population  in  1880  was  3,031;  in  1885  it 
was  5,600;  on  January  1,  1890,  it  was  estimated  at 
10,000. 

Grand  Island,  located  on  the  north  side  of  the 
Platte  River  (and  only  a  short  distance  from  it),  and 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Union  Pacific  and  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroads,  in  Hall  County. 
was  founded  in  1857  by  a  colony  which  started  out 
from  Davenport,  Iowa,  in  May  of  that  year.  But 
little  improvement,  however,  was  made  until  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad  was  completed  to  that  point 
in  1866.  The  town  then  began  to  grow,  a  postoffice 
was  established,  and  other  improvements  immedi- 
ately followed.  In  1869  a  United  States  Land  Office 
was  established  at  Grand  Island.      In  the  spring  of 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


1873  the  town  was  incorporated  as  a  citj-,  The  first 
church  built  therein  was  a  German  Roman  Catholic, 
which  was  erected  soon  after  the  railroad  survey  of 
the  town  in  1866.  Many  other  denominations  have 
since  organized  societies  and  erected  edifices  for 
worship.  Good  schools  were  established  early  in 
the  historj^  of  the  city,  and  its  educational  facilities 
are  now  of  the  first  class.  The  city  contains  fine 
public  buildings  and  public  works,  newspapers, 
banks,  many  mercantile  houses,  and  all  things  nec- 
essary to  constitute  a  flourishing  place. 

Hastings,  the  county  seat  of  Adams  County,  lo- 
cated on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad, 
at  the  junction  and  crossing  of  several  other  railway 
lines,  was  laid  out  and  established  in  1872,  by  the 
"  Hastings  Town  Site  Companj',"  on  lands  owned  by- 
Walter  Micklin,  a  member  of  the  company,  who 
made  the  first  improvement  bj-  erecting  a  sod  house. 
The  same  year  Samuel  Alexander  opened  the  first 
business  house  in  the  town.  The  postofBce  was  es- 
tablished in  the  fall  of  that  year.  The  city  had  a 
continuous  and  rapid  growth  from  its  inception,  on 
account  of  which  it  became  the  seat  of  justice  for 
the  county  in  1877.  In  April,  1874,  it  was  declared 
an  incorporated  town,  and  before  the  year  closed  it 
became  a  city  of  the  second  class.  With  the  begin- 
ning of  the  town,  church  societies  were  organized, 
and  the  first  school  was  taught  by  Miss  Phoebe  Den- 
stoe  in  the  spring  of  1873.  Space  will  not  admit  of 
specific  mention  of  the  phenomenal  growth  of  the 
city.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  it  has  become  a  great 
railroad  center,  having  the  '■  Burlington  "  and  its 
branches,  the  Hastings  &  Oberlin  line,  the  Hast^ 
ings  &  Aurora  line,  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern,  St. 
Joseph  &  Grand  Island  and  the  Missouri  Pacific;  also 
an  educational  center,  having  the  Hastings  (Presby- 
terian) College,  the  Sistei'S  of  Visitation  Academy 
(Catholic),  a  fine  high  school,  and  several  ward 
school  buildings.  There  are  eight  churches,  viz. : 
Congregational,  Presbj-terian,  Methodist,  Baptist, 
Episcopal,  Catholic,  Evangelical  Asssociation  and 
German  Evangelical.  The  city  has  five  banks,  a 
number  of  loan  and  trust  companies,  water  works, 
street  railways,  gas  and  electric  lights,  free  postal 
delivery,  many  business  houses,  a  hospital,  public 
library,   newspapers,    and   all  other   requisites  of  a 


substantial  city.  The  improvements  in  Hastings 
for  the  single  year  of  1887  amounted  to  $1,450,595. 
The  site  of  the  citj'  is  a  level  plain,  and  the  streets 
are  wide  and  well  paved,  and  cross  at  right  angles. 
It  contains  many  handsome  business  blocks,  and  the 
residences — from  the  palaces  to  the  cottages — all 
have  a  neat  and  stylish  appearance.  The  population 
is  estimated  at  12,000  or  more. 

Kearney  Junction,  an  important  point  in  the 
Platte  River  Valley  in  Buffalo  County,  on  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  at  the  junction  therewith  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  was  set- 
tled in  1871,  and  the  same  j-ear  the  postoffice  was 
established  there.  The  town  was  survej-ed  in  1872, 
and  both  railroads  were  completed  to  it  that  year. 
In  the  spring  of  1873  it  contained  about  twenty 
buildings,  and  in  the  fall  of  1874,  upon  a  vote  of 
the  people  of  the  county,  it  became  the  county  seat. 
In  Januarj',  1873,  it  was  incorporated  as  a  town, 
and  in  April,  1874,  it  was  incorporated  as  a  city. 
The  first  church  in  Kearney  Junction  was  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  organized  in  1871  by  Presid- 
ing Elder  A.  G.  White  and  Rev.  A.  Collins,  at  the 
residence  of  the  latter.  The  Presbyterian  and  Con- 
gregational Churches  were  organized  the  following 
3'ear,  and  since  that  time  several  other  churches 
have  been  organized.  The  first  school  was  taught 
in  1872  by  Miss  Fanny  Nevins.  The  city  has  now 
a  large  central  and  other  school  houses,  banking 
institutions,  public  works,  and  all  the  requisites  of  a 
growing  city  of  several  thousand  inhabitants. 

Lincoln,  the  capital  of  the  State  and  county- 
seat  of  Lancaster  County,  is  situated  on  high  rollmg 
lands  in  the  southeast  part  of  the  State  about  fifty 
miles  west  of  the  Missouri,  and  thirtj-  miles  south- 
west of  the  Platte  River  at  its  nearest  point.  The 
first  settlement  on  the  site  of  the  city  was  made  in 
1863  by  Elder  J.  M.  Young  and  others  composing 
a  colony.  Soon  aiter  a  town  was  founded  and 
named  Lancaster,  which  name  it  retained  until  1867, 
when  it  was  chosen  as  the  capital  of  the  State,  and 
the  name  changed  to  "  Lincoln."  At  this  time  the 
town  contained  two  country  stores  and  four  or  five 
dwelling  houses;  and  the  county  numbered  about 
500  inhabitants.  The  State  capitol  was  erected  in 
1868,  and  has   since   been  enlarged.      In  October, 
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1867,  the  survey-  of  the  city  was  completed.  The 
streets  running  east  and  west  were  named  from  the 
letters  of  the  alphabet  commencing  with  "A"  on 
the  south  and  extending  to  "  U"  on  the  north,  not 
including  the  letter  I.  The  streets  running  north 
and  south  were  numbered  from  First  on  the  west  to 
Seventeenth  on  the  east,  making  thirt3'-seven  streets, 
with  an  average  length  of  one  and  a  quarter  miles, 
or  an  aggregate  of  about  forty-six  miles.  The  site, 
however,  was  cut  into  by  a  reservation  on  the  north- 
west corner  of  about  twenty  acres,  and  another  pene- 
trating from  the  northeast  as  far  as  0  street  to  the 
south  and  Fourteenth  to  the  east.  The  four  blocks 
bounded  bj-  H  and  K  and  Fifteenth  and  Sixteenth 
Streets  were  reserved  for  the  capitol,  another  tract 
of  the  same  size  bounded  by  R  and  T  and  Tenth  and 
Twelfth  Stivcts  was  rcscrvrd  for  the  State  University , 
and  the  M..rks  iMiiinil.'d  by  D  and  F  and  Sixth  and 
Kightii  Strci'ts  were  itsitvcmI  for  a  park.  Reserva- 
tions of  one  block  each  were  made  for  a  court  house. 
State  Historical  Society  and  a  market  square.  All 
cliuiihes  apph'ing  had  a  reservation  of  three  lots 
set  a|iart  to  them.  The  blocks  were  300  feet  square 
and  laid  out  into  twenty-four  business,  or  twelve 
resident  lots,  with  a  frontage  of  twenty-five  and 
fifty  feet.  The  streets  were  100  feet  wide  with  the 
exception  of  D,  J.  0,  S,  Seventh,  Eleventh  and 
Fifteenth,  which  were  120  feet  wide  and  called 
avenues. 

The  first  church  in  Lincoln,  the  Congregational, 
was  organized  in  August,  1866;  and  the  first  school 
was  taught  in  1867,  by  G.   W.  Peck.     In   April, 

1868.  the  town  was  incorporated,  and  in  1871  it  was 
chartered  as  a  city.  At  this  writing,  1890,  it  is 
only  twenty-seven  years  since  the  site  of  the  city 
was  first  settled  by  white  men,  and  only  twenty- 
three  years  since  it  was  surveyed  for  a  town.  Not- 
withstanding this  short  period  of  time,  it  is  now  the 
railroad,  political  and  educational  centre  of  the 
State.  Among  the  industries,  religious  and  educa- 
tional institutions  of  the  city  are  the  following: 
Eleven  banks,  the  State  fair,  seventy  factories, 
twenty-six  schools,  three  great  universities,  three 
public  libraries,  thirty-eight  churches,  sixty-eight 
wholesale  houses,  thirteen  temperance  unions,  seven 
building  brick  works,  twelve  miles  of  paved 


the  best  paper  mill  in  the  west,  twenty  miles  of  san- 
itary sewer,  ten  miles  of  storm  water  sewers,  thirty- 
one  miles  of  street  railwa}-,  three  immense  paving 
brick  works,  doubled  in  population  in  three  years, 
strong  gas  and  electric  light  companies,  eighteen 
newspapers  and  periodicals,  the  finest  residences  in 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  a  government  building  cost- 
ing a  quarter  of  a  million,  five  street  car  companies, 
one  with  a  capital  of  $1,000,000,  six  hundred  tele- 
phones, connected  with  fifty-seven  towns  in  Ne- 
braska and  sixty-six  in  Iowa,  stock  j^ards  and  two 
large  beef  and  pnik  packing  houses,  the  only  con- 
servatory of  limbic  \N.-t  of  Chicago,  the  finest  pot- 
tery on  the  gliibe.  tlic  products  of  which  go  to  either 
ocean,  the  finest  soap  factory  in  the  West,  the  largest 
tannery  in  Nebraska. 

Lincoln  is  rapidly  taking  a  foremost  position  in 
the  great  Northwest  as  a  manufacturing  centre. 
Its  wonderful  shipping  facilities,  with  twelve  di- 
\erging  lines  of  railway  radiating  in  every  direction, 
connect  it  with  the  railway  systems  of  the  entire 
country.  Its  population  is  estimated  by  the  local 
press  at  60,000,  but  this  is  probably  too  high  at  this 
time. 

Nebraska  Cit}-,  the  seat  of  justice  of  Otoe 
Count}',  lies  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River, 
about  sixty  miles  south  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  110 
miles  north  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Its  site  was  first 
occupied  about  the  year  1844,  by  a  company  of 
United  States  Dragoons  who  afterward  erected  there- 
upon a  block  house,  a  log  cabin  for  the  officers,  and 
a  hospital.  The  place  was  subsequently  occupied 
l)y  the  United  States  Fur  Company.  It  was  per- 
manently settled  about  1852  by  the  Boulwares  and 
Hiram  P.  Downs,  the  original  proprietors  of  the 
site.  The  town  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  1854, 
and  the  following  j-ear  it  was  incorporated.  In 
1856  the  second  land  office  in  the  State  was  estab- 
lished at  Nebraska  Cit}'.  The  first  regular  preach- 
ing in  the  place  was  by  Rev.  W.  D.  Gage,  a  Metho- 
dist missionarj',  in  the  spring  of  1854,  and  the  first 
school  was  taught  in  the  spring  of  1855.  On  the 
organization  of  Otoe  Count}-,  in  1855,  Nebraska 
City  was  made  the  county  seat  thereof.  This  city  is 
now  one  among  a  number  of  cities  each  of  which 
claims   to  bo  the  third  in  size    in  the  State.      For 
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transportation  it  has  the  advantages  of  the  river  and 
five  diverging  lines  of  railway.  It  has  all  the  requi- 
sites of  a  modern  city. 

North  Platte,  in  Lincoln  County,  is  situated  )ie- 
tween  the  North  and  South  Platte  Rivers,  just  above 
their  junction,  and  on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad. 
The  town  was  laid  out  in  1866,  about  the  time  of 
the  completion  of  the  railroad  to  this  point.  A  post- 
office  was  established,  and  a  newspaper,  The  Pioneer 
on  Wheels,  was  published,  and  the  town  began  at 
once  to  grow.  In  1867  it  became  the  seat  of  justice 
for  the  county.  The  same  year  the  Union  Pacific 
began  the  erection  of  their  machine  shops  and  round 
houses,  which  gave  the  place  an  impetus  for  growth. 
North  Platte  is  now  a  flourishing  little  city  of  several 
thousand  inhabitants,  well  supplied  with  churches, 
schools  and  business  of  all  kinds. 

Omaha,  the  commercial  metropolis  of  Nebraska, 
and  the  county  seat  of  Douglas  County,  is  situated 
on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River,  opposite  to 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa.  Its  site  was  first  settled  in 
1854,  and  the  same  j-ear  it  was  surveyed  and  laid 
out  into  320  blocks,  each  being  264  feet  square,  in- 
tersected by  streets  100  feet  wide,  except  Capitol 
Avenue  and  Nebraska  Avenue,  now  called  Twenty- 
first  Street,  which  were  made  120  feet  wide,  but 
which  were  given  no  alley  in  the  blocks  on  each  side 
of  them.  The  lots  were  staked  out  66x132  feet,  ex- 
cept the  business  lots,  which  were  made  22  feet  wide. 
Three  squares  were  reserved— Capitol  Square,  600 
feet;  Jefferson  Square,  264x280  feet,  and  Washing- 
ton Square,  264  feet  square.  A  park  of  seven 
blocks,  bounded  by  Eighth  and  Ninth  and  Jackson 
and  Davenport  Streets,  was  laid  out,  but  afterward 
given  up  to  business  purposes. 

During  the  j'ear  1855  Rev.  Mr.  Koulmer  and 
others  preached  at  stated  periods  at  Omaha,  and 
soon  thereafter  church  societies  began  to  be  organ- 
ized. The  first  public  school  was  opened  in  Novem- 
ber, 1859,  and  A.  D.  Jones,  J.  H.  Kellum  and  Dr. 
G.  C.  Monell,  composed  the  first  school  board. 
They  emplojed  Howard  Kenned}-,  who  taught  the 
first  school  in  the  old  Capitol  building.  The  year 
1860  found  Omaha  with  one  high  and  three  subor- 
dinate schools.  At  this  time  the  city  was  estimated 
to  contain  about  1,500  buildings  and  4.000  inhab- 


itants— a  marvelous  growth  for  its  short  existence. 
Of  church  organizations  there  were  then  about  a 
dozen.  During  this  year  the  city  debt  was  reduced 
to  $46,000,  and  business  was  prosperous.  From 
the  beginning  of  the  Civil  War  of  1861-65  until 
December,  1863,  when  the  first  ground  was  broken 
on  the  site  of  the  citj^  by  a  pick  in  the  hands  of 
George  Francis  Train,  for  the  Union  Pacific  Rail- 
way, which  event  gave  it  a  new  impetus  and  insured 
its  future  great  success,  Omaha's  growth  was  not 
very  marked. 

Immediately  following  the  close  of  the  war  a 
"  boom  "  took  place  in  the  building  up  of  Omaha. 
The  restoration  of  peace  and  the  construction  of  its 
coming  railroads  induced  many  immigrants  to  settle 
there.  In  Januar}-,  1867,  the  Northwestern  Rail- 
i-oad  was  completed  to  the  city,  being  the  first  line 
to  give  it  an  eastern  outlet.  The  growth  of  the  city 
was  so  rapid  that  in  1870  its  population  reached 
16,000.  During  the  next  decade  its  growth  was 
somewhat  retarded  by  the  financial  panic  of  1873, 
but  notwithstanding  this  fact  its  population  was 
more  than  doubled.  Its  most  rapid  growth,  however, 
has  been  during  the  decade  closing  with  1890.  To 
show  the  extent  and  wonderful  growth,  the  following 
is  taken  from  the  Omaha  Daily  Bee,  of  January, 
1890: 

"Omaha,  with  a  population  of  120,000,  covers 
an  area  of  twenty-four  and  two-thirds  square  miles. 
It  has  103  miles  of  graded  streets,  of  which  fifty- 
two  miles  are  covered  with  pavement.  The  sewer- 
age system  of  Omaha  has  a  mileage  of  seventy-two 
and  two-thirds  miles.  The  total  cost  of  these  im- 
provements up  to  December  31,  1889,  aggregates 
$5,619,954.14.  Its  street  railways,  water  works, 
gas  works  and  electric  light  works  are  owned  and 
operated  by  chartered  corporations.  Its  street 
railways  have  a  trackage  of  eighty-six  miles.  The 
waterworks  company  has  laid  120  miles  of  mains, 
and  1,113  fire  hj-drants  are  now  in  use.  The  gas 
company  has  laid  forty  miles  of  gas  mains,  and 
lights  the  public  thoroughfares  with  820  lamps. 
One  hundred  and  twenty  electric  arc  lamps  have 
been  contracted  for  by  the  city,  and  560  gasoline 
lamps  are  in  use  in  the  outskirts. 

••  The  lioanl  of  jnililic  works  reports  public  im- 
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provements  during  1889  aggregating  $846,665.95. 
These  expenditures  represent  nineteen  miles  of  curb- 
ing, costing  $77,415.25;  six  and  seven-tenths  miles 
of  sewers,  costing  $103,668.61;  eleven  miles  of  pav- 
ing, costing  $483,482.09;  twenty-two  and  three- 
tenths  miles  of  grading,  costing  $182,000.  The 
cost  of  sidewalks  laid  during  the  year  approximates 
$112,000.  The  amount  expended  on  park  improve- 
ments was  $55,000. 

"The  franchised  corporations,  including  rail- 
wa3-s,  street  railway  company,  waterworks,  gas  and 
electric  lighting  companies,  have  expended  $2,010,- 
666  in  1889  in  improvements  within  the  city.  The 
public  improvements  in  South  Omaha  for  the  same 
period  are  computed  at  $140,000,  making  an  aggre- 
gate of  expenditure  for  public  improvements  during 
the  year  of  $3,160,325.75. 

"  The  building  record  of  the  year  includes  1,918 
buildings  of  all  grades,  costing  in  the  aggregate 
$7,064,556.  Of  these  structures  ninety-six  were 
business  blocks,  mills  and  factories  costing  in  excess 
of  $2,500  each,  336  were  residences  costing  in  ex- 
cess of  $2,500,  1,434  were  stores,  dwelling  and  mis- 
cellaneous buildings,  ranging  in  cost  below  $2,500 
each,  and  twenty- two  were  churches  and  school- 
houses,  ranging  in  cost  from  $10,000  to  $100,000, 
There  were  also  106  buildings  erected  in  South 
Omaha,  aggregating  in  cost  $412,106,  and  fifty- 
eight  residences  were  erected  in  Dundee  place, 
which,  including  other  improvements,  represent  an 
outlay  of  $383, 000.  The  expenditures  for  the  com- 
pletion of  business  blocks  under  way  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year  was  $750,000.  This  swells 
the  aggi-egate  expenditures  for  building  improve- 
ments made  during  1889  to  a  grand  total  of  $8,609,- 
662.  In  other  words,  Omaha  has  expended  $11,- 
802,957. 75  for  public  improvements,  packing  houses, 
factories,  banking  and  business  houses,  school 
buildings,  churches  and  dwellings,  and  erected 
2,082  new  buildings  of  every  description  during  the 
year. 

"Omaha's  cduimcivial  urowth  is  exhibited  by 
its  wholesale  trailc  liaiilv  ilrariugs  and  industrial 
statistics.  The  capital  of  the  Omaha  banking  houses 
aggregates  $5,100,000,  and  their  deposits  amount 
to   $18,343,734.      The   clearing  house  record    pre- 


sents a  fair  index  of  the  volume  of  business  trans- 
acted in  Omaha,  and  affords  conclusive  proof  of  its 
commercial  supremacy.  The  clearings  of  1 889  ag- 
gregate $208,681,000,  as  against  $174,700,761  the 
preceding  year. 

' '  Omaha  maintains  its  rank  as  the  third  largest 
pork  market  in  America,  and  its  beef  packing  in-  , 
dustry  has  more  than  trebled  within  the  last  two 
years.  The  number  of  hogs  packed  during  the  past 
year  was  931 ,478 ,  the  number  of  beeves  slaughtered 
was  113,307,  and  the  total  of  all  kinds  of  stock 
killed  and  packed  foots  up  1,303,765,  as  against 
1,078,785  in  1888. 

' '  The  manufacturers  of  Omaha  have  turned  out 
products  to  the  value  of  $23,515,000,  an  increase  of 
over  two  millions  over  the  preceding  year.  This  is 
exclusive  of  the  products  of  the  packing  industries 
of  South  Omaha,  which  exceed  $13,000,000,  and 
which  will  swell  the  grand  total  of  Omaha's  indus- 
trial products  in  round  figures  to  over  $37,000,000. 

"  The  wholesale  trade  of  Omaha  has  materiallv 
increased  in  volume,  and  the  jobbers  have  extended 
their  territory  considerably  during  the  past  year. 
The  sales  of  the  wholesale  dealers,  exclusive  of 
products  manufactured  iu  Omaha,  amount  to 
$44,910,000." 

The  banking  capital  of  the  city  amounts  to 
$6,000,000.  There  are  fifty-two  public  school- 
houses,  four  colleges,  three  Catholic  academies, 
nine  parochial,  and  a  number  of  other  schools  with- 
in the  city.  There  are  also  ninety-four  church  or- 
ganizations divided  among  various  denominations. 
The  city  is  a  metropolis  of  the  great  Northwest. 

Plattsmouth,  the  county  seat  of  Cass  County,  is 
situated  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Missouri  River,  a 
short  distance  below  the  mouth  of  the  Platte  River. 
Iu  1819.  Long's  exploring  expedition,  with  the 
"  Western  Engineer,"  the  first  steamer  on  the  Mis- 
souri, was  sent  by  the  government  to  explore  the 
great  river  and  the  regions  between  it  and  the  Rocky 
Mountains,  leaving  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in  Jul}',  reach- 
ing the  mouth  of  the  Platte  Si'ptrinluT  17. 

The  traders  and  trapin-is  pri'^miiaMy  crossed  the 
Platte  at  various  times  during  the  iwriity  years  fol- 
lowing, but  the  next  visit  to  that  section  of  which 
there  is  historic  record  is  that  of  Fremont,  iu  1842, 
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his  expedition  camping  for  one  night  on  the  project 
ing  bluff  just  below  the  present  site  of  Plattsmouth , 
the  place  still  retaining  the  name  of  Fremont's  Point. 

About  the  year  of  18-18,  a  Mormon  by  the  name 
of  Liljeas  T.  Coon  established  a  ferry — a  flat-boat 
propelled  by  sweeps — across  the  Missouri,  landing 
in  the  vicinitj-  of  this  point,  on  the  Neljraska  side, 
for  the  convenience  of  the  Saints,  whose  exodus  to 
the  far  West  was  in  full  progress.  In  this  manner 
a  highway  became  established  along  the  south  bank 
of  the  Platte,  but  no  settlements  were  made  below 
that  river  and  along  the  Missouri  for  some  j-ears,the 
territory  being  occupied  hj  the  Pawnees  and  Otoes, 
and  the  Indians  protected  in  their  rights  by  the 
Government,  forts  flanking  the  Missouri  and  no  one 
being  allowed  to  remain  on  Nebraska  soil  without  a 
special  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Tlie  first  permit  of  this  kind  as  regards  Cass 
County  was  obtained  bj"^  Samuel  Martin,  who  had 
been  living  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Missouri,  to 
establish  a  trading  post  at  or  near  the  confluence 
of  the  two  rivers.  Accordingh',  verj'  early  in  the 
spi-ing  of  1853,  he  brought  over  on  the  ice  the  logs 
of  his  house  in  Iowa,  and,  with  the  assistance  of 
James  O'Neil  and  Col.  J.  L.  Sharp,  erected  a  sub- 
stantial two-story  building,  afterward  known  as  the 
"  Old  BaiTacks,"  for  a  trading  house,  and,  shortly 
subsequent,  a  smaller  one  for  a  council  house.  The 
following  year  the  Plattsmouth  Town  Company, 
consisting  of  Martin,  O'Neil,  Sharp  and  others, 
was  organized,  and  by  them  the  town  was  laid  out. 
An  act  of  the  Legislature  of  the  Territory,  approved 
March  14,  1855,  deflned  the  boundaries  of  Cass 
Count}-,  made  Plattsmouth  the  county  seat  thereof, 
and  provided  for  its  incorporation.  The  postofflce 
at  Plattsmouth  was  established  in  the  fall  of  this 
year.  The  first  merchant  was  Samuel  Martin,  with 
his  "trading  post."  The  first  school  here  was 
taught  in  1856,  by  Miss  Mary  Stocking,  and  the 
first  church.  Baptist,  was  organized  the  same  j'ear; 
the  next,  Methodist,  was  organized  the  following 
year.  The  city  is  now  well  supplied  with  schools 
and  churches,  also  with  several  newspapers,  socie- 
ties, extensive  and  substantial  buildings,  manufac- 
tories, etc.  Its  population  in  1880  was  4,180;  it  is 
now  probably  double  that  amount  or  moi-e.      It  is  a 


prosperous  city  and  l)ids  fair  to  maintain  its  promi- 
nence. It  is  twenty-one  miles  below  Omaha  and 
thirty  miles  north  of  Nebraska  City.  For  transpor- 
tation it  has  the  advantages  of  the  river  and  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  and  the  Missouri 
River  Railroads. 

Among  other  young  and  ambitious  cities  of  Ne- 
braska, each  of  which  numbers  its  inhabitants  by 
the  thousands,  and  strives  to  take  front  rank  in  the 
great  march  of  progress,  mention  may  be  made  of 
the  following:  Seward,  the  seat  of  justice  of  the 
county  of  the  same  name,  is  quite  a  railroad  centi-e, 
having  six  lines  of  railway  diverging  from  it. 
York,  the  county  seat  of  York  County,  also  has  six 
lines  of  railway  diverging  from  it,  and  so  has 
Wahoo,  the  county  seat  of  Saunders  County.  Ash- 
land, Auburn,  Aurora,  Brownville,  Central  Citj-, 
David  City,  Fairbury,  Fairfield,  Friend,  Norfolk, 
North  Bend,  Pawnee  City,  Ponca,  Red  Cloud, 
Schuyler,  Sidney,  St.  P^iul.  Sutton,  Tecumseh,  Teka- 
mah,  West  Point,  Willni.  Wyiuore,  and  some  other 
places  also  deserve  miiilidii  as  prosperous  little  cities. 

Nebraska  may  well  be  proud  of  her  educational 
facilities.  An  act  entitled  "Common  schools," 
passed  by  the  Territorial  Legislature,  and  approved 
January  26,  1855,  was  the  origin  of  the  public 
school  sj'stem  of  the  State.  The  first  State  .report 
of  the  schools  was  made  January  5,  1857,  by  the 
State  auditor,  ex-offi.cio  commissioner  of  education; 
but  as  the  S3'stem  was  yet  in  its  infancj',  the  report 
contains  nothing  worthy  of  note  here.  The  next 
report  was  made  bj'  State  Auditor  W.  E.  Harvej'  in 
January,  1861,  showing  nineteen  counties  returned, 
in  which  there  were  eighty-four  precincts  and  139 
sub-districts.  There  were  3,763  males  and  3.272 
females  enumerated,  making  a  total  of  7,041  chil- 
dren of  school  age.  These  were  attendant  upon 
four  high  and  104  primary  schools,  of  the  public 
system,  and  twenty-three  private  institutions,  giving 
a  total  of  131  schools  of  all  classes.  The  higli 
schools  contained  376  pupils,  of  whom  227  were 
males;  the  primary  schools  held  an  enrollment  of 
2,554,  of  whom  1,377  were  males.  This  showed  an 
enrollment  of  2,930  out  of  an  enumeration  of  7,041. 
There  were  two  male  and  two  female  teachers  in 
the    high   schools,   and  thirtv-six  males  and  seven- 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


ty-four  females  in  the  primaries,  besides  eight  males 
and  seventeen  females  in  the  select  schools,  or  139 
teachers  all  told.  The  school-houses  numbered  thir- 
ty-four, with  a  total  value  of  all  property  of  $9,748. 
The  aggregate  of  wages  paid  was  $4,772,  and  the 
aggregate  of  expenditures  reached  $8,214. 

Under  the  act  of  January  13,  1860,  an  appor- 
tionment was  made  and  an  enumeration  taken  of 
'■the  unmarried  white  youth"  of  the  Territory.  The 
result  of  this  for  the  year  1860,  and  the  apportion- 
ment of  money  for  the  year  of  1861,  were: 


COUNTIES. 

NO.   ENROLLED 

AJIOUNT. 

....     §153  68 

Calhoun 

17 

Cass 

Cedar 

Clay 

Cuming 

Dakota 

Dixon 

...  1,106 

78 

74 

26 

...       300 

77    . 

.  .  .  .     1,000  00 
38   10 

156   30 

30  43 

Docile 

87 

80  64 

Johnson'.'.'.'!^ 

120 

47   13 

Otoe 

1  491   35 

Pawnee- 

...       :-'49 

. . . .        106  65 

Sarpy 

Washington.  . 
Platte 

...       393 

.  .  .  .        500  00 

...       153 

....7,041 

55   35 

Total 

....$6,352   33 

The  enabling  act  of  Congress,  approved  April 
19,  1864,  under  which  Nebraska  afterwards  became 
a  State,  provided  that  Sections  16  and  36  in  every 
Congressional  township  should  be  donated  to  the 
State  for  the  support  of  common  schools,  and  that 
if  any  portion  or  portions  of  these  sections  had  pre- 
viously been  conveyed,  other  lands  equivalent 
thereto  should  be  donated  in  their  stead.  It  further 
provided  that  seventy-two  other  sections  of  land 
should  be  set  apart  and  reserved  for  the  use  and 
support  of  a  State  University,  to  be  appropriated 
and  applied  as  the  Legislature  of  the  State  might 
prescribe  for  the  purpose.  It  also  provided  that 
five  per  centum  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  all 
public  lands  lying  withiii  the  State,  which  had  been 
or  should  be  sold  by  the  United  States  prior  or  sub- 
sequent to  the  admission  of  the  State  into  the  Union, 
after  deducting  all  expenses  incident  to  the  same, 
should  be  paid  to  the  State  for  the  support  of  the 
common  schools.      These  were  the  provisions  of  the 


general  government  made  for  the  education  of  the 
people  of  the  State,  and  were  far  more  liberal  than 
the  donations  made  for  the  same  purpose  to  Indiana, 
Illinois,  Missouri  and  other  States,  to  which  Section 
16  only,  in  each  township,  was  donated. 

The  sources  from  whence  come  the  perpetual 
funds  for  common  school  purposes,  of  which  the 
annual  interest  or  income  only  can  be  appropriated, 
are:  1.  Such  per  centum  as  has  been  or  may  be 
granted  by  Congress  on  the  sale  of  lands  within  the 
State.  2.  Moneys  arising  from  the  sale  or  leasing 
of  Sections  16  and  36  in  each  township.  3.  The 
proceeds  of  all  lands  granted  to  the  State,  not  other- 
wise appropriated  by  the  terms  of  the  grant.  4. 
The  net  proceeds  of  escheats,  forfeitures,  or  from 
unclaimed  dividends  or  distributive  shares  of  the 
estates  of  deceased  persons.  5.  All  moneys,  stocks, 
bonds,  lands  and  other  property  already  belong- 
ing to  the  common  school  fund.  6.  All  the  rents 
on  unsold  school  lands,  and  the  interest  on  deferred 
payments  on  school  lands  sold.  All  fines,  penal- 
ties and  license  moneys  arising  under  the  general 
laws  of  the  State,  shall  belong  to  the  counties  where 
the  same  is  levied.  All  such  moneys  arising  under 
the  ordinances  of  cities,  villages  or  towns,  shall  be- 
long to  the  same  respectively. 

All  of  these  funds  are  principals  of  a  jierpetual 
fund  which  can  never  legally  be  diminished,  but 
which  will  continue  to  increase.  That  arising  from 
the  sale  of  lands  will  increase  until  the  last  acre 
shall  have  been  sold,  and  the  last  dollar  of  the  pro- 
ceeds belonging  to  the  fund  paid  into  the  treasury; 
then  it  will  become  a  fixed  and  permanent  amount, 
to  be  diminished  only  by  insufficient  securities. 
That  arising  from  escheats,  forfeitures,  fines,  penal- 
ties, etc. ,  will  contine  to  increase  as  long  as  men 
continue  to  die  and  leave  estates,  or  forfeit  bonds. 
or  commit  crimes. 

The  amount  of  the  perpetual  school  fund  deri\'ed 
from  the  foregoing  sources,  and  belonging  to  the 
State,  November  30,  1888,  as  shown  by  the  last  pub- 
lished report  of  the  State  Superintendent  of  Public 
Instruction,  was  $5,947,724.30,  being  an  increase 
over  the  amount  belonging  to  the  State  two  j'ears 
prior  thereto  of  $1,043,605.09.  The  increase  from 
1884  to  1886  was  $92,602.40.      Thus  it  is  seen  that 
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this  fund  is  rapidly  increasing.  There  are  about 
two  and  one-half  millions  of  acres  of  the  common 
school  lands  in  the  State  j'et  unsold.  From  the  sale 
of  these  lands,  all  of  which  will  eventually  be  sold, 
and  from  the  other  sources  of  income,  the  perpetual 
fund  is  destined  to  reach  an  enormous  sum,  perhaps 
larger  than  that  of  the  school  fund  of  any  other 
State  in  the  Union.  The  interest  of  the  perpetual 
school  funds,  and  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  unsold 
school  lands,  are  collected  annually  and  appropriated 
to  the  support  of  the  common  schools. 

The  school  law  of  the  State  provides  for  the  free 
instruction  in  the  common  schools  of  all  persons  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years,  and 
that  no  sectarian  instruction  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
school  or  institution  supported  wholly,  or  partially, 
by  the  public  funds  set  apart  for  educational  pur- 
poses. Every  organized  county  is  divided  into 
school  districts,  and  each  corporate  city  of  1,500  or 
more  inhabitants  constitutes  one  school  district. 
Unless  otherwise  specified,  twentj-  days  constitutes 
a  school  month,  and  the  minimum  length  of  the 
school  year  is  three  months.  In  all  schools  under 
State  control,  instruction  must  be  given,  in  addition 
to  the  other  branches  taught,  in  physiology  and  hy- 
giene, with  special  reference  to  the  effects  of  alcoholic 
drinks  and  other  stimulants  and  narcotics  upon  the 
human  system.  For  the  support  of  the  free  schools, 
in  addition  to  the  income  from  the  permanent  school 
fund,  an  annual  tax  is  levied,  not  to  exceed  one  and 
one-half  mills  upon  the  dollar  valuation  of  all  the 
taxable  property  of  the  State.  The  income  thus  de- 
rived is  apportioned  semi-annually  by  the  State  su- 
perintendent to  the  several  counties  in  the  State,  in 
proportion  to  the  last  enumeration  of  school  children. 

The  law  also  provides  that  the  voters  of  any 
school  district  may  annually  level  a  local  tax  for 
school  purposes,  not  exceeding  25  mills  on  the  dol- 
lar, 10  mills  of  which  may  be  used  for  the  building, 
purchase,  or  lease  of  school  houses.  For  the  bene- 
fit of  persons  desiring  to  teach  in  the  common 
schools,  a  State  Normal  School,  and  State  and 
county  normal  institutes,  are  maintained.  The  law 
also  provides  for  a  county  superintendent  of  schools 
and  district-  school  boards.  The  State  Normal 
School  and  State  University,  both  of  which  belong 


to  the  common  school  system,  are  treated  of  else- 
where in  this  work  under  the  head  of  State  Institu- 
tions. 

To  show  the  condition  of  the  schools,  and  the 
workings  of  Nebraska's  educational  system  since  the 
State  was  organized,  the  following  statistical  facts 
are  inserted,  giving  the  figures  for  1870,  1880  and 
1888,  the  latter  date  being  the  last  for  which  an 
official  report  has  been  published.  It  will  be  inter- 
esting also  to  compare  the  figures  for  1870,  with 
those  giving  the  condition  of  the  schools  in  1861 ,  as 
stated  on  a  former  page: 

Number  of  counties  organized  in  1870,  31;  in 
1880,  64;  in  1888,  80.  Number  of  school  districts 
in  1870,  797;  in  1880,  3,132;  in  1888,  5,664. 
Number  of  school  houses  in  1870,  298;  in  1880, 
2,701;  in  1888,  5,187.  Children  of  school  age  in 
1870,  32,789;  in  1880,  142,348;  in  1888,  298.006. 
Average  number  in  each- district  in  1870,  41;  in 
1880,  44;  in  1888,52.  Number  of  children  attend- 
ing school  in  1870,  12,791;  in  1880,  92,549;  in 
1888,  215,889.  Per  cent  of  attendance  in  1870, 
39;  in  1880,  65;  in  1888,  73.  Number  of  male 
teachers  in  1870,  267;  in  ISSO,  1,670;  in  1888, 
2,752.  Number  of  female  teachers  in  1870,  269; 
in  1880,  2,430;  in  1888,  7,134.  Number  of  graded 
schools  in  1870,  —  ;  in  1880,  70;  in  1888,  343. 
Total  wages  paid  male  teachers  in  1870,  $26,650; 
in  1880,  $242,334;  in  1888,  $557,113.87.  Total 
wages  paid  female  teachers  in  1870,  $31,088;  in 
1880,  $306,805;  in  1888,  $1,142,670.74.  Average 
wages  per  month,  males,  in  1870,  $28.10;  in  1880, 
$36.12.  Average  wages  per  month,  females,  in 
1870,  $33.72;  in  1880,  $31. 92.  Value  of  all  school 
property  in  1870,  $178,604.34;  in  1880,  $2,064,- 
768;  in  1888,  $5,123,179.81.  Total  receipts  in 
1870,  $167,597.95;  in  1880,  $1,294,137;  in  1888, 
$3,550,488.78.  Total  expenditures  in  1870,  $163,- 
931.84;  in  1880,  $1,249,793;  in  1888,  $3,238,- 
241.89.  Total  indebtedness  in  1870,  $31,657.09; 
in  1880,  $l,(i()s,7:t'.»;   in  1888,  $2,069,598.92. 

These  faetrs,  in  addition  to  the  information  per- 
taining to  the  common  schools,  serve  to  show  how 
the  State  has  developed;  how  the  counties,  school 
districts  and  school  children  have  increased.  A 
notable  feature   is   the  increase  in  the  per.  cent  of 
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sfhool  children  that  attended  the  free  schools,  it  be- 
ing seventy-three  in  the  3-ear  1888,  which  is  higher 
than  that  found  in  several  of  the  older  States.  An- 
other interesting  feature  is  that  showing  the  increase 
of  female  over  male  teachers  employed.  The  table 
is  especially  valuable  to  persons  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters.  It  shows  the  gigantic  achievements 
of  the  young  and  enterprising  State  in  regard  to 
education. 

The  statutes  of  Nebraska  designate  the  twenty- 
second  day  of  April  as  Arbor  Day.  This  day  was 
originated  in  Nebraska  in  1872,  and  since  that  date 
there  has  been  planted  within  the  State,  as  shown 
by  statistics,  the  enormous  number  of  355,560,000 
forest,  shade  and  fruit  trees.  In  no  part  of  the 
country  is  it  of  more  importance  than  in  this  prairie 
State  to  plant  trees.  By  inducing  the  children  to 
observe  Arbor  Day,  they  can  be  taught  to  observe 
and  study  the  growth  and  habits  of  trees.  Many  of 
our  native  American  trees,  in  twenty  jears  after  be- 
ing transplanted,  will  attain  a  diameter  of  twenty 
inches.  In  consequence  of  the  observance  of  Arbor 
Day,  many  a  citizen  of  the  State,  when  he  shall 
have  grown  old,  will  point  with  satisfactorj'  pride  to 
the  majestic  tree  that  his  hands  set  out  when  he 
was  a  school  boy. 

Brownell  Hall  was  begun  as  a  school  for  girls 
l)y  the  Rt.  Rev.  Joseph  Talbot,  missionary  bishop 
of  the  Northwest,  in  1865,  at  a  place  called  Saratoga, 
a  couple  of  miles  north  of  the  city  of  Omaha.  In 
the  year  1868  it  was  moved  into  the  city  to  a  site 
on  the  corner  of  Sixteenth  and  Jones  Streets,  and 
incorporated  as  a  seminar}'  by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Robert 
H.  Clarkson,  bishop  of  Nebraska,  and  others  under 
the  title  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Brownell 
Hall.  It  was  named  in  honor  of  Bishop  Brownell, 
who  was  then  the  bishop  of  the  Protestant  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States.  Bishop  Clarkson  was 
rector  of  the  school  from  1868  until  1876,  when  the 
present  rector,  Rt.  Rev.  Robert  Doherty,  S.  J.  D. , 
was  elected.  The  first  site  chosen  in  the  citj^  was 
contracted  and  unsuitable,  consisting  of  only  one 
hundred  feet  frontage,  and  on  a  hillside  so  steep  as 
to  be  of  unsafe  approach  b}'  carriage.  The  liuild- 
ing  was  of  wood,  old  and  dilapidated,  and  the  whole 
value  of  the  property  was  less  than  the  debt. 


The  present  buildings  were  erected  in  the  year 
1886,  on  a  site  donated  Ijy  Mr.  Herman  Kountze, 
mainly  b}'  contributions  from  citizens  of  Omaha. 
Their  cost  thus  far,  including  furniture — the  south 
wing  yet  unfinished — is  about  $100,000.  The 
chapel,  St.  Matthias  Church,  was  completed  this 
year,  1890,  at  an  additional  cust  of  S41,000.  The 
buildings  are  of  stone.  Inicl;  :iiiil  inm;  the  inside  <.f 
wood  polished.  Tlie  site  is  a  beautiful  eminence  on 
Tenth  Street,  overlooking  the  whole  city  and  com- 
manding a  view  of  the  river  and  wooded  terraces  of 
Iowa  and  Nebraska  for  several  miles.  The  faculty 
is  large  and  able,  and  the  course  of  instruction  is 
thorough.  The  school  is  prosperous  in  numerical 
attendance,  is  out  of  debt,  and  is  paying  its  run- 
ning expenses.  It  maintains  a  reputation  generally 
for  doing  good,  thorough,  honest  educational  work. 

The  Bellevue  College,  at  Bellevue,  Neb.,  nine 
miles  south  of  Omaha,  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  has  a  location  of  historic  interest, 
of  delightful  view,  and  of  commanding  advantage. 
It  is  controlled  by  the  Presbyterian  Synod  of  Ne- 
braska, with  its  property  rights  vested  in  an  incor- 
porated board  of  trustees.  It  was  established  bj' 
the  generosity  of  the  Hon.  H.  J.  Clarke,  now  of 
Omaha.  His  gifts  were  264  acres  of  land,  the  ele- 
gant three-story  brick  college  building,  Clarke  Hall, 
and  large  donations  to  the  salaries  of  the  professors 
and  other  necessities  during  the  first  year  of  the  in- 
stitution. The  college  opened  with  fourteen  stu- 
dents on  September  10,  1883;  it  has  now  a  large 
attendance,  and  its  outlook  for  the  future  brightens 
more  and  more. 

Creightbn  College.  — It  was  the  dying  request  of 
Edward  Creighton,  one  of  Omaha's  early  settlers, 
that  his  wife,  the  late  Mrs.  Mary  Creighton,  should 
endow  a  free  college  in  Omaha  for  the  education  of 
youth  without  regard  to  creed  or  color.  His  wish 
was  complied  with,  and  Creighton  College  was  the 
result.  It  was  erected  in  1877,  and  was  incorpo- 
rated by  an  act  of  the  Legislature  February  27, 
1879,  with  power  to  "  confer  such  degrees  as  are 
usually  conferred  b}'  colleges  and  universities  in  the 
United  States,"  and  in  the  same  year  it  was  en- 
trusted, by  the  Rt.  Rev.  Bishop  James  O'Connor, 
D.  D.,  to  the  fathers  of  the  Society  of   Jesus,   by 
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whom  it  is  conducted.  lu  religious  training  tlie 
Catholic  religion  alone  is  taught;  but  non-Catholic 
students  are  welcome,  and  their  religious  opinions 
are  studiously  respected.  No  students  are  admitted 
under  twelve  years  of  age,  and  none  for  a  less  term 
than  ten  months.  The  tuition  is  entirely  free.  The 
attendance  for  the  last  year  was  195,  an  increase  of 
twenty  over  the  previous  year.  The  college  campus 
is  extensive.  The  library  contains  6,500  volumes. 
The  scientific  laboratory  is  the  most  complete  in 
the  West. 

The  college  building  is  large  and  commodious. 
Its  left  wing  was  erected  in  1889,  at  a  cost  of  about 
$25,000,  largely  owing  to  Mr.  John  A.  Creighton, 
brother  of  the  founder.  In  connection  with  the  col- 
lege, as  its  chapel,  is  St.  John's  Collegiate  Church, 
a  beautiful  stone  building,  not  fully  completed  at  this 
writing.  The  college  faculty  consists  of  eleven  pro- 
fessors and  instructors,  with  Rev.  Thomas  S.  Fitz- 
gerald, S.  J. ,  as  president.  The  course  of  study  is 
complete  and  the  instruction  exhaustive. 

Doane  College,  located  at  Crete,  in  Saline  County, 
was  established  by  the  Congregational  Churches  of 
Nebraska  in  June,  1872,  and  is  therefore  the  oldest 
existing  college  in  the  State.  "  Its  growth  has  been 
steady  and  healthful.  From  a  dozen  students  and 
one  teacher  the  first  year,  it  has  advanced  to  an 
annual  attendance  of  200  students  and  a  corps  of 
ten  teachers.  There  are  two  full  college  courses, 
classical  and  scientific,  each  of  four  years.  The 
preparatory  course  is  for  three  years.  There  is  a 
normal  department  for  those  wishing  to  prepare 
themselves  for  the  teacher's  profession."  A  con- 
servatory of  music  is  connected  with  the  college. 
Boswell  observatory,  built  in  1883,  is  the  central 
station  of  the  Nebraska  weather  service.  The  col- 
lege cabinet  contains  about  fourteen  hundred  species 
of  animals  from  all  parts  of  the  world;  an 
herbarium  of  between  two  and  three  thousand 
species  of  plants,  mostly  from  the  United  States  and 
Europe,  and  good  collections  of  minerals,  rocks  and 
fossils.  There  are  also  zoological  and  anatomical 
collections. 

Fairfield  College,  located  at  Fairfield,  in  Clay 
Countj%  was  founded  in  1884  as  the  result  of  an 
action  of  the  State  Missionary  Society  of  the  Chris- 


tian Church,  the  object  being  to  furnish  opportuni- 
ties to  both  sexes  for  higher  education.  The  officers 
of  the  board  of  trustees  were  J.  P.  Nixon,  president; 
Ira  Titus,  treasurer,  and  W.  J.  Newcomb,  financial 
agent  and  secretary.  The  presidents  of  the  institu- 
tion have  been  C.  W.  Henry  from  1884  to  1887, 
W.  P.  Aylsworth  from  1887  to  1889,  O.  C.  Hubble 
from  1889  to  the  present  (1890).  In  1889  the  in- 
stitution was  re-incorporated  as  Fairfield  College, 
the  original  name  failing  longer  to  indicate  the  scope 
of  the  work,  while  the  management  was  placed  in 
the  hands  of  a  board  more  local  in  its  nature.  The 
propertj'  of  the  institution  consists  of  several  hun- 
dred acres  of  fine  land  adjoining  the  city,  much  of 
which  lies  within  the  corporate  limits. 

In  1886  a  fine  brick  structure  was  erected  at  a 
cost  of  upwai'd  of  $100,000.  It  stands  on  a  com- 
manding site  east  of  the  city  in  the  College  addi- 
tion. The  courses  of  studj-  are  the  classical,  philo- 
sophical, biblical,  normal  and  business,  with  an  ex- 
cellent musical  department  under  the  management 
of  Prof.  E.  R.  Gaylord.  The  last  catalogue  shows 
an  enrollment  of  112  pupils,  with  eight  professors 
and  instructors.  The  high  moral  atmosphere  of  the 
city,  the  absence  of  saloons  and  other  places  of  vice, 
and  its  favorable  location  at  the  junction  of  the 
St.  Joseph  &  Grand  Island  and  the  Kansas  City  & 
Omaha  Railroads,  all  conspire  to  a  suitable  place 
for  such  an  institution. 

The  Hastings  College  was  founded  in  1879,  un- 
der the  care  and  control  of  the  Kearney  Presbytery, 
Hastings  being  then  in  that  district.  The  citizens 
of  Hastings  contributed  $50, 000  in  money  and  lands, 
to  aid  the  enterprise.  J.  H.  Hanson  donated  the 
twenty-  acres  known  as  the  College  Campus,  and  the 
citizens  purchased  and  donated  seventj'-five  acres 
more.  The  whole  amount,  ninety-five  acres,  com- 
prises the  college  addition  to  the  citj-;  thirty-five 
acres  are  reserved  in  the  campus,  and  the  balance  is 
laid  out  into  city  lots.  The  first  building — MeCor- 
mick  Hall — was  built  in  1883,  at  a  cost  of  $14,700, 
and  named  in  honor  of  the  late  Cyrus  H.  JMcCor- 
mick,  who  made  the  first  donation,  $5,000,  to  aid 
the  college.  The  second  building  was  erected  in 
1884,  at  a  cost  of  about  $20,000,  which  was  sub- 
scribed bv  the  citizens  of  Hastings,  Mr.  James  B. 
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Hartwell  alone  contributing  $11,000.  Tlie  site  of 
the  college  is  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  city.  Thou- 
sands of  trees  have  been  set  out  on  the  grounds,  and 
the  buildings  and  the  campus  constitute  a  scene  of 
beauty.  The  college  is  open  to  both  sexes,  has  a 
large  pati-onage,  and  is  well  sustained.  The  faculty 
is  able  and  thorough  work  is  being  done.  Board 
and  rooms  are  furnished  in  the  institution.  There 
is  no  better  location  for  a  college  than  Hastings. 

The  Nebraska  Wesle^-an  University  was  founded 
by  tlie  Methodists  of  the  State,  under  a  plan  of  uni- 
fication, by  which  it  is  the  only  university  possible 
to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Nebraska. 
All  schools  or  colleges  which  are  now  or  may  here- 
after become  the  property  of  the  church  are  incor- 
porated as  departments  of  the  university,  and  none 
are  permitted  to  teach  beyond  the  sophomore  year 
of  the  university  courses.  This  institution  of  learn- 
ing is  situated  in  University  Place,  originally  platted 
as  a  suburb  of  the  city  of  Lincoln,  and  which  has 
been  incorporated  as  a  village,  thus  avoiding  en- 
croachments of  saloons  and  limiting  local  taxation. 
It  is  about  three  miles  from,  and  overlooks  the  capi- 
tal city.  Street  cars  and  telephone  lines  connect  it 
with  all   parts  of  the  city.      The  property    of   the 


university  consists  of  the  campus,  a  beautiful 
pleateau  containing  forty-four  acres.  The  build- 
ing, 168x72  feet  in  size,  and  four  stories  in  height, 
costing  $75,000,  is  one  of  the  most  substan- 
tial and.  beautiful  structures  in  the  West;  500  lots 
adjacent  are  estimated  worth  $150,000.  An  en- 
dowment fund  has  been  secured.  The  first  year  of 
school  in  the  university  began  September  11,  1889, 
and  the  first  commencement  will  be  held  June  25, 
1890.  Being  supported  by  ^11  the  Methodists  of  the 
State,  its  future  great  success  is  assured. 

The  institutions  mentioned  are  the  leading  de- 
nominational colleges  of  the  State.  The  University 
of  Nebraska,  the  State  Normal  School  and  the  State 
Industrial  School,  are  mentioned  in  this  work  with 
the  State  Institutions.  There  are  man}'  other  col- 
leges of  less  note  throughout  the  State,  among  which 
may  be  mentioned  dates  College,  at  Neligh,  on  the 
main  line  of  the  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  Rail- 
road, a  Congregational  School,  first  opened  in  Sep- 
tember, 1882;  the  Sisters  of  Visitation  Academy  at 
Hastings,  founded  in  1889,  and  others.  There  are 
also  good  commercial  colleges  and  schools  of  music 
at  Omaha,  Lincoln  and  other  leading  cities  of  the 
State. 
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Heaven  forming  each  on  other  to  depend. 
Bids  each  on  other  for  assistance  call. — Pope. 


()T"\MTHSTANDING    Ne- 
1)1  iska  is  one  of  the  young- 
est States  of  the  Union,  it 
IS   justly    entitled   to  the 
piirte  it  shows  in  its  State 
"^  institutions.       Its    State 
[    '/ii)^^^  ,%^  House  has  but  few  equals 
i'-'*'      111  till,  t  ounti  y,  its  asylums  for  those 
'"  ^^    uufoitunate  wards  of  the  State,  the 
I      '',7,  in-line  the  blind,  the  deaf  and  dumb, 
'       t  _j    and  the  ftcble-minded,  are  models 
J     ,  -)   in   then   w  i\ ,  its  penal  institutions 
I     "*    ^*    will  constiucted  and  managed,  and 
,1^  "^    Hstlj    Its  magnificent  State  Univer- 
'oo      sitj  towtis  ibove  all  similar  institu- 
^%         tions  in  the  West,  as  the  crowning 
W)  a(  hie\  ement  of  nearly  a  quarter  of 

1  ttntun  of  Statehood.  It  is  emi- 
nently proper  that  a  few  pages  of  this  work  be  de- 
voted to  a  history  of  these  institutions.  All  of  them 
have  a  history  intimately  associated  with  the  history 
of  the  State,  and  doubtless,  if  their  walls  of  stone 
could  be  made  to  speak,  the  store  of  material  for  a 
State  history  would  be  measurably  increased. 

Nebraska's  first  State  House  was  not  an  impos- 
ing structure,  and  yet  when  it  was  finished  it  was 
regarded  by  the  pioneer  settlers  of  the  new  Territory 
as   a   marvel   of   architectural   grandeur.       It   was 


erected  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  on  Ninth  Street,  be- 
tween Farnham  and  Douglass  Streets,  by  the  Ne- 
braska Ferry  Company,  and  by  that  organization 
leased  to  the  Territorial  officers.  It  was  a  two-story 
brick  structure  and.  cost  about  $3,000.  In  this 
humble  edifice  assembled  the  first  Territorial  Legis- 
lature. Later,  Congress  appropriated  $30,000  for 
the  erection  of  a  capitol  building,  to  which  sum  the 
citizens  of  Omaha  added  $60,000.  The  new  edifice 
was  much  more  in  keeping  with  the  dignity  and 
growing  importance  of  the  Territory.  But  even  this 
more  imposing  and  modern  structure  was  soon  to  be 
outgrown.  Nebraska  was  admitted  into  the  LTnion 
of  States  on  March  1,  1867,  and  the  Legislature  at 
a  special  session  soon  after  that  date  decided  to 
move  the  State  capital  from  Omaha  to  some  point 
in  the  interior  of  the  State.  A  commission  was 
appointed,  consisting  of  Gov.  Butler,  Secretary  of 
State  Kennard  and  State  Auditor  Gillespie,  to  select 
a  site  for  the  new  capital  city.  Lincoln  was  selected 
and  the  work  of  building  a  State  House  at  once 
commenced.  The  first  contract  for  the  State  House 
was  let  to  Joseph  Ward,  of  Chicago,  on  January  11, 
1868,  for  the  sum  of  $49,000.  The  building  was 
constructed  from  magnesian  limestone  obtained  from 
extensive  quaiTies  in  Gage  County.  It  was  finished 
in  December  of  the  same  j^ear.  On  the  third  of  that 
month  Gov.  Butler  ordered  the   arehi\es  of    State 
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transferred  from  Omaha  to  the  new  building.  This 
was  the  original  State  capitol.  It  stood  upon  the 
site  now  occupied  by  the  present  edifice,  but  not  a 
stone  is  left  of  the  old  building.  It  served  its  pur- 
pose for  ten  years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  work 
was  commenced  upon  the  present  structure. 

There  were  a  number  of  causes  which  contributed 
to  the  sentiment  in  favor  of  a  new  capitol.  Chief 
among  these  was  the  very  evident  unfitness  of  the 
building  for  the  permanent  home  of  the  offices  of 
the  State.  The  walls  were  badly  constructed,  and 
soon  gave  signs  of  disintegration.  The  outer  courses 
of  stone  were  effected  by  the  weather,  and  began 
flaking  off.  The  State  officers  soon  began  to  be 
afraid  to  stay  in  the  building  during  high  winds, 
and  each  succeeding  Legislature  met  under  the 
shak}-  roof  with  an  increased  trepidation.  Then  the 
advocates  of  removing  the  capitol  commenced  an 
agitation  which  struck  terror  and  dismay  to  the 
hearts  of  the  citizens  of  Lincoln.  That  city,  at  that 
time,  depended  almost  entirely  upon  the  capitol  for 
its  future,  and  the  agitation  for  removal  had  a  de- 
pressing effect  upon  values  and  the  growth  of  the 
place.  In  October,  1878,  the  north  wall  of  the 
building  was  condemned.  The  board  of  public  lands 
and  buildings  had  it  rebuilt,  and  in  January,  1879, 
Gov.  Garber,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature,  re- 
commended that  a  new  State  House  be  erected,  and 
suggested  that  a  levy  be  made  for  a  capitol  building 
fund.  After  a  bitter  strugle,  $100,000  was  appro- 
priated for  the  erection  of  the  west  wing  of  the  new 
capitol.  Work  was  commenced  upon  the  new  build- 
ing as  soon  as  possible,  but  it  was  not  until  Novem- 
ber, 1881,  that  the  wing  was  ready  for  occupancy. 
It  was  built  b}-  W.  H.  B.  Stout,  of  Lincoln,  who 
undertook  the  contract  for  the  sum  of  $63,400.  In 
1881  the  Legislature  appropriated  $100,000  for 
the  erection  of  the  east  wing.  The  contract  for  the 
erection  of  this  wing  was  let  to  W.  H.  B.  Stout 
for  the  sum  of  $96,800.  In  February,  1883,  the 
Legislature  provided  for  the  demolition  of  the  old 
building,  and  the  erection  of  the  main  or  central 
part  of  the  present  capitol,  and  on  July  9,  of  the 
same  year,  the  contract  was  let  to  W.  H.  B.  Stout 
for  $439,187.25.  The  foundation  walls  were  laid  in 
the  fall  of  1883,  and  on  July  15,  1884,  the  corner- 


stone was  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies.  From 
that  date  the  work  progressed  rapidly,  and  liy  Janu- 
ary 1,  1889,  had  been  completed. 

The  capitol  is  a  credit  to  the  State.  The  follow- 
ing description  of  the  noble  building,  written  by  a 
visitor  on  the  day  it  was  formally  turned  over  to  the 
State,  will  give  the  reader  a  clear  idea  of  the  edi- 
fice: 

The  style  is  the  Italian  renaissance.  There  is 
no  superfluous  ornamentation,  either  on  exterior  or 
interior.  Quiet  elegance  and  dignity  are  the  charac- 
teristics of  the  design.  The  main  elevations  of  the 
structure  face  the  north  and  the  south.  The  fronts 
are  uniform  in  appearance.  The  main  building, 
without  the  wings,  is  85  feet  in  width  and  168  feet 
in  depth,  exclusive  of  the  two  porticoes,  which  are 
each  12  feet  wide.  The  wings  are  85  feet  wide  and 
114  feet  long.  The  structure  would  lie  cruciform  if 
the  main  building  had  been  extended  about  50  feet 
farther  north  and  south.  The  extreme  length  east 
and  west  is  313  feet,  and  the  breadth  is  192  feet. 
The  basement  is  10  feet  in  height,  the  first  story  14 
feet,  the  second  15  feet,  and  the  third  14  feet.  The 
dome  is  45  feet  square  at  the  base,  and  the  lantern 
is  200  feet  from  the  grade  line. 

The  west  wing  for  the  past  nine  years  has  housed 
the  treasurer,  the  State  auditor,  the  commissioner  of 
public  lands  and  buildings,  and  the  secretary  of 
State  on  the  first  floor.  All  have  had  large  and  well 
furnished  suites  of  rooms,  with  all  the  conveniences 
usually  found  around  buildings  of  this  class.  At 
the  west  end  of  the  second  floor  is  the  Senate  cham- 
ber, 85  feet  long,  55  feet  wide,  and  with  a  ceiling 
40  feet  above  the  floor.  The  chamber  is  handsomely 
carpeted,  and  the  walls  are  decorated  with  I'incrusta 
Walton  and  heavy  papers.  On  the  second  floor  near 
the  entrance  to  the  Senate  chamber,  the  governor 
and  attorne3'-general  have  had  their  offices.  On  the 
third  floor  are  the  offices  of  the  adjutant-general  and 
the  board  of  live  stock  agents.  The  east  wing  has 
been  the  temporary  home  of  the  State  library  and 
the  supreme  court.  The  superintendent  of  public 
instruction  also  has  a  pleasant  suite  of  offices  on  the 
second  floor.  The  second  and  third  floors  are  taken 
up  mostly  with  representative  hall  and  cloak  and 
committee  rooms.      The  board  of  transportation  has 
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been  sheltered  here  since  its  organization,  and  tlie 
State  oil  inspector  has  occupied  the  room  of  the 
speaker  and  chief  clerk  of  the  house,  pending  the 
completion  of  the  main  building. 

The  new  portion  of  the  capitol  will  be  occupied 
immediatel}-.  This  is  the  main  building,  and  is 
nearl}'  as  large  as  both  of  the  wings  combined.  The 
visitor  may  enter  from  Fifteenth  Street,  either  from 
the  north  or  the  sou  th.  Passing  between  the  massive 
piers  of  the  portico  he  enters  a  vestibule  tiled  and 
wainscoated  in  marble.  From  that  open  apartment 
he  steps  into  the  main  corridor,  running  north  and 
south  through  this  part  of  the  building,  and  inter- 
secting in  the  rotunda  the  long  corridor  running  the 
extreme  length  of  the  building  from  east  to  west. 
These  corridors  are  tiled  with  'N'ermont  marble  and 
partiallj-  wainscoted  inscagliola,  or  artificial  marble. 
The  heavy  doors  and  frames  are  of  oak.  In  each  of 
the  four  corners  of  this  floor  is  a  suite  of  offices. 
The  commissioner  of  public  lands  and  buildings  will 
have  the  northwest  corner,  the  secretary  of  State 
the  southeast,  and  the  board  of  transportation  the 
southwest.  The  offices  are  large,  well  ventilated, 
furnished  with  fire  places  and  equipped  with  the 
latest  plumbing  conveniences.  There  are  immense 
fireproof  vaults  for  storing  State  papers,  both  in  the 
basement  and  on  the  first  floor. 

The  rotunda  is  octagonal,  with  an  inside  dimen- 
sion of  about  thirty  feet.  An  opening  in  the  second 
floor  admits  light  to  the  first  story,  and  gives  a  view 
of  the  upper  portion.  A  section  of  the  first  floor  is 
of  heavy  glass,  admitting  light  to  the  basement  also. 

A  better  view  of  the  upper  rotunda  may  be  had 
from  the  second  story.  We  will  therefore  climb  one 
of  the  iron  stairway's.  The  second  corridor  will  be 
found  to  be  floored  in  hard  wood  instead  of  marble, 
but  there  is  an  abundance  of  the  scagliola  here, 
and  it  has  a  beautiful  effect.  It  is  particularly 
striking  around  the  interior  of  the  rotunda.  From 
the  second  floor  upward  the  whole  interior  of  the 
dome  is  open.  When  the  frescoing  is  completed, 
the  clusters  of  incandescent  lamps  are  in  place,  and 
a  plate  glass  polish  has  been  given  the  marble,  this 
rotunda  will  indeed  be  a  beautiful  sight. 

The  south  half  of  the  second  floor  is  to  be  occu- 
pied   by   the    State  librar}'.      The    main   room   lies 


across  the  front,  and  extends  up  through  the  third 
floor.  The  size  of  the  room  is  83x31  feet.  A  wide 
gallery  around  the  whole  apartment  gives  a  large 
amount  of  additional  shelf  space.  The  library  rooms 
are  finished  in  hard  wood  and  are  very  conveniently 
arranged. 

The  north  half  of  this  floor  contains  the  finest 
suite  of  rooms  in  the  entire  building.  There  are  five 
of  the  apartments,  and  IJiej'  are  to  be  occupied  by 
the  executive  department.  In  the  middle  of  the 
front  is  the  main  reception  room.  It  is  30x36  feet 
in  size.  On  each  side  are  two  apartments  used  as 
private  rooms  and  the  ofHces  of  the  private  secretary 
and  executive  clerks.  The  finishings  and  furnish- 
ings when  complete  will  be  worthy  of  the  office  of 
the  governor  of  the  great  State  of  Nebraska. 

The  third  fioor  is  not  finished  in  hard  woods,  but 
this  fact  will  not  be  detected  by  the  casual  visitor. 
The  north  half  is  devoted  to  the  uses  of  the  supreme 
court,  five  rooms  being  set  apart  for  the  judiciary 
department.  The  south  half  is  taken  up  by  the  up- 
per portion  of  the  library  and  two  committee  rooms. 

If  the  visitor  wishes  to  continue  his  investigation 
still  further,  he  may  climb  a  succession  of  stairs  and 
a  long  spiral  stairway,  and  at  last  stand  out  at  the 
top  of  the  dome,  200  feet  above  the  ground,  and 
overlooking  the  entire  city  and  country  for  ten  or 
fifteen  miles  in  every  direction.  On  a  pleasant  day 
visitors  often  remain  there  for  hours  enjoying  the 
scene.  There  is  nothing  striking  in  the  landscape 
that  is  unfolded,  but  it  is  always  a  pleasure  to  be 
able  to  get  a  bird's  eye  view  of  the  busy  city,  and  to 
mark  the  great  advances  it  is  making  upon  the  sur- 
rounding country.  In  the  summer  season  especially 
there  is  a  great  amount  of  tranquil  beauty  in  that 
broad  circle  of  green  whose  outer  edge  forms  the 
horizon. 

Next  to  the  State  capitol  the  State  University  is 
the  most  notable  State  institution  of  Nebraska.  The 
men  who  drafted  Nebraska's  enabling  act  displayed 
admirable  wisdom  and  forethought  in  directing  that 
a  large  portion  of  the  public  lands  within  the  new 
State  be  set  apart  for  the  erection  and  maintenance 
of  a  State  University.  By  leasing  and  selling  these 
public  lands  Nebraska  secured  an  endowment  for 
its   principal   educational    institution    that  at  once 
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placed  it  upon  a  solid  financial  foundation.  On 
February  15,  18G9,  the  Legislature  passed  an  act 
establishing  the  Uni-^-ersity  and  creating  a  board 
of  regents,  in  whom  was  vested  the  management  of 
the  institution.  The  act  further  ordered  the  sale  of 
all  lots  in  the  city  of  Lincoln  belonging  to  the  State, 
and  directed  that  the  proceeds  be  devoted  to  the 
erection  of  a  university  building.  In  accordance 
with  this  act  the  commission,  consisting  of  the  gov- 
ernor, secretary  of  State  and  auditor,  accepted  the 
plans  and  specifications  prepared  by  M.  J.  McBird, 
of  Logansport,  Ind. ,  and  awarded  the  contract  for 
the  building  to  D.  J.  Silver  &  Son,  also  of  Logans- 
port.  The  contractors  commenced  work  upon  the 
proposed  structure  in  July,  1869,  and  pushed  it 
rapidly  toward  completion  in  the  face  of  almost  in- 
surmountable obstacles.  It  must  be  remembered 
that  at  that  time  Nebraska  was  untraversed  by  rail- 
roads, and  Lincoln  was  a  new  town  sixtj'-five  miles 
from  the  Missouri  River.  The  lumber  had  to  be 
ferried  across  the  Missouri  from  Iowa,  and  trans- 
ported to  Lincoln  by  wagon  over  poorly  constructed 
prairie  roads.  The  brick  for  the  walls  had  to  be 
manufactured,  and  the  contractors  were  compelled 
to  pay  $10  per  cord  for  the  wood  used  in  burning 
them,  and  this  wood  had  to  be  hauled  thirty'  miles. 
Yet,  in  spite  of  these  difficulties  the  work  progressed 
with  surprising  rapidity.  The  excavation,  founda- 
tion and  basement  story  were  completed  in  April, 
1870,  and  the  work  of  building  the  walls  commenced 
in  that  month.  The  walls  were  completed,  and  the 
roof  finished  by  the  middle  of  August,  1870. 

The  board  of  regents  at  once  began  prepara- 
tion for  the  formal  opening  of  the  University.  The 
building  was  finished;  but  the  more  important  work 
of  selecting  a  chancellor  and  corps  of  instructors, 
preparing  a  course  of  study  and  enlisting  the  in- 
terest of  prospective  students ,  was  yet  to  be  accomp- 
lished. Through  the  influence  of  mutual  personal 
friends  the  regents  induced  Dr.  A.  li.  Benton,  presi- 
dent of  the  Northwestern  Christian  University,  of 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  to  accept  the  chancellorship. 
Dr.  Benton  paid  his  first  visit  to  Nebraska  in  1871, 
and  made  a  most  favorable  impression  upon  the 
board  of  regents.  At  a  meeting  of  the  board  of 
in  that  month  it  was  decided  to  formally  in- 


augurate the  work  of  the  University  on  September 
7,  1871.  Chancellor  Benton  removed  to  Nebraska 
in  May  of  that  year,  and  at  once  began  his  work. 
Under  his  direction  courses  of  study  were  prepared 
and  the  rooms  in  the  University  building  arranged 
and  furnished.  The  chancellor  also  visited  the  dif- 
ferent cities  and  towns  in  the  State,  delivering  lec- 
tures in  the  interests  of  the  new  insdtution,  and 
securing  the  attendance  of  pupile. 

In  1871,  it  must  be  remembered,  Nebraska  con- 
tained a  population  of  barely  100,000.  These  peo- 
ple were  for  the  most  part  people  of  small  means. 
The  school  system  of  the  State  was  in  its  infancy, 
and  but  few  pupils  were  prepared  to  enter  even  the 
lowest  classes  of  the  University.  Yet,  in  spite  of 
the  discouraging  outlook,  Chancellor  Benton  and  his 
associates  on  the  original  faculty  set  about  their 
work  with  a  zeal  and  confidence  that  angered  well 
for  the  success  of  the  new  institution.  The  doors 
of  the  University  were  formally  thrown  open  for  the 
reception  of  students  on  the  morning  of  September 
7,  1871.  The  following  named  gentlemen  com- 
posed the  original  faculty:  Prof.  A.  R.  Benton, 
chancellor  and  professor  of  mental,  moral  and  polit- 
ical philosophy;  0.  C.  Dake,  professor  of  English 
literature;  S.  H.  Manley,  professor  of  Greek  lan- 
guage and  literature;  G.  E.  Church,  professor  of 
Latin  language  and  literature;  Samuel  Aughey, 
professor  of  natural  sciences.  Seventy  students 
appeared  on  the  opening  daj'. 

By  an  act  of  the  Legislature  approved  February 
15,  1869,  and  an  act  amendatory  thereto,  approved 
February  19,  1877,  the  regents  are  authorized  to 
establish  five  departments  or  colleges  as  follows: 
(1)  A  college  of  literature,  science  and  art.  (2)  An 
industrial  college,  embracing  agriculture,  practical 
science,  civil  engineering,  and  the  mechanic  arts. 
(3)  A  college  of  law.  (4)  A  college  of  medicine. 
(5)  A  college  of  fine  arts. 

Of  the  first  department  organized,  that  of  litera- 
ture, science  and  art,  there  are  four  courses  of 
study,  of  four  years  each,  namely:  A  classical,  a 
scientific,  a  Latin  scientific  and  a  Greek  scientific. 
In  the  department  of  agriculture,  there  are  two 
courses,  one  of  three  years  and  a  course  of  one  year, 
therefore  the  following  degrees  are  granted,  namely: 
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(1 )  The  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  is  conferred  on 
students  who  complete  the  classical  course.  (2) 
That  of  Bachelor  of  Science,  on  students  who  com- 
plete the  regular  scientific  course.  (3)  That  of 
Bachelor  of  Philosophy,  on  students  who  complete 
the  Latin  scientific  course.  (4)  That  of  Bachelor 
of  Letters,  on  students  who  complete  the  literary 
course.  (5)  The  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  Master 
of  Science,  Master  of  Philosophy,  or  Master  of  Let> 
ters,  is  conferred  respectively  on  Bachelor  of  Arts, 
Science,  Philosophy  or  Letters,  who  shall  have  pur- 
sued a  post-graduate  course  of  study  for  one  year, 
under  the  direction  of  the  faculty,  or  upon  gradu- 
ates of  three  years'  standing,  who  shall  have  been 
engaged  during  that  time  in  literary,  scientific  or 
professional  studies. 

In  November,  1873,  Samuel  Bacon,  who  had 
served  as  superintendent  of  the  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  in  the  State  of  Iowa,  arrived  in  Nebraska 
City,  and  immediately  broached  the  project  of  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  the  education  of  the 
blind.  The  proposition  was  favorably  received, 
and  in  the  autumn  of  187-4  he  became  a  resident  of 
Nebraska  City.  At  a  public  meeting  a  committee 
was  chosen  to  wait  on  the  Legislature  and  ask  for 
the  appropriation.  The  committee  consisted  of 
George  Sroat,  H.  K.  Raymond,  Dr.  John  Blue, 
Rev.  J.  H.  McNamara,  William  Bisehof,  Dr.  Bowen 
and  Samuel  Bacon. 

Their  mission  was  successful,  and  on  the  19th 
day  of  Februarj',  1875,  the  act  was  passed.  The 
first  section  of  this  act  read  as  follows:  "That there 
shall  be  maintained  at  Nebraska  City,  county  of 
Otoe,  an  institution  for  the  blind,  and  there  is 
hereby  appropriated  for  that  purpose  the  sum  of 
$10,000,  for  the  erection  of  a  building  and  furnish- 
ing of  the  same;  provided,  that  the  citizens  of  Ne- 
braska City  shall  raise  the  sum  of  $3,000,  and  when 
the  said  sum  is  raised  and  paid  over  to  the  board  of 
trustees,  either  in  money  or  in  propert3-,  to  the  sat> 
isf action  of  such  board,  then  the  board  of  trustees 
of  said  institution  for  the  blind  shall  proceed  to 
locate  said  institution  on  not  less  than  ten  acres  of 
land,  and  not  to  exceed  one  mile  in  distance  from 
the  court  house  of  said  Nebraska  City."  The  suc- 
ceeding sections,  to  the  seventeenth,  provide  for  the 


mode  of  governing  the  institution  by  the  board  of 
trustees,  composed  of  the  governor,  secretary  of 
State,  attorney  general.  State  treasurer  and  com- 
missioner of  public  lands  and  buildings,  and  sec- 
tion seventeen  provides  that  ' '  All  blind  persons 
residents  of  this  State,  of  suitable  age  and  capacity, 
shall  be  entitled  to  an  education  in  this  institution 
at  the  expense  of  the  State.  Each  county  superin- 
tendent of  common  schools  shall  report  to  the  Insti- 
tution for  the  Blind  on  the  first  days  of  April  each 
year,  the  name,  age,  residence,  and  postoffice  ad- 
dress of  every  blind  person,  and  every  person  blind 
to  such  an  extent  as  to  be  unable  to  acquire  an  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools,  and  who  reside  in  the 
county  where  he  is  superintendent." 

For  $2,400  a  ten-acre  tract  lying  about  three- 
fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  city  was  purchased, 
and  preparations  for  the  construction  of  a  suitable 
edifice  were  begun.  In  the  meantime  temporary 
rooms  were  rented,  and  the  institution  formally 
opened  on  March  10,  1875,  with  three  pupils.  The 
new  building  was  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible, 
and  on  January  13,  1876,  was  formally  occupied  by 
the  school.  The  main  building,  a  substantial  brick, 
is  three  stories  and  basement,  49x65  feet,  and  con- 
tains thirty  large  rooms.  In  1877  a  two-story  brick 
work-shop  was  added  at  a  cost  of  $3,000. 

The  spot  occupied  by  the  institution  is  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  the  West.  The  government  of  tlie 
school  is  paternal,  and  the  law  of  kindness  the  gov- 
erning principle..  Corporal  punishment  is  unknown 
in  the  institution.  A  regular  course  of  study  is 
marked  out,  running  from  eight  to  ten  years.  Tlie 
course  includes  geometrj',  ph3-siology,  ancient  and 
modern  philosophy,  astronomy,  natural  history-  and 
natural  philosophy.  Two  of  the  most  interesting  de- 
partments of  the  institution  are  the  musical  and  in- 
dustrial. In  the  matter  of  securing  self  support, 
experience  proves  that  the  musical  branches  are  the 
most  efficient,  while  they  also  contribute  to  relie\e 
the  monotony  which  falls  to  the  lot  of  those  unfor- 
tunates. 

In  the  industrial  departments  the  boys  and 
young  men  are  required  to  spend  a  certain  number 
of  hours  at  the  occupation  of  cane-seating  and  broom- 
making.      The  girls  are  instructed  in  hand  and  ma- 
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chine  sewing,  knitting,  croclieting,  bead  and  fancy 
work.  Tlie  reports  show  that  both  shop  and  fancy 
work  departments  are  sources  of  profit,  after  paying 
all  expenses  for  stock. 

The  Normal  School  is  located  adjoining  the  town 
of  Peru.  In  1863  John  M.  McKenzie,  a  practical 
educator,  settled  in  Peru,  and  with  the  assistance  of 
zealous  friends  of  education,  measures  were  started 
for  the  organization  of  Mount  Vernon  College,  a 
school  under  the  auspices  of  the  Methodist*  denomi- 
nation. Soon  the  building,  now  used  as  dormitorj-, 
three  stories  high  and  40x80  feet  in  size,  was  erected 
at  a  cost  of  $10,000.  John  :\I.  McKenzie  was 
chosen  first  principal  of  the  new  college.  In  the 
early  spring  of  1866  the  new  building  was  occupied, 
although  it  was  unfinished,  and  school  continued 
until  June.  Messrs.  William  Daily  and  T.  J.  Ma- 
jors, members  of  the  State  Council  and  House  of 
Representatives  for  Nemaha  County,  in  the  winter 
of  1866-67  tendered  the  property,  valued  at  $10,000, 
to  the  State  for  a  Normal  School.  The  proposition 
was  promptly  accepted,  and  the  Legislature  appro- 
priated the  sum  of  $3,000  to  finish  the  building,  and 
also  gave  an  endowment  of  twenty  sections  of  saline 
land  lyinu  in  Lancaster  County. 

Tlu'  art  \n  I oratr.  establish  and  endow  a  State 
Normal  Si-Ik  ii>l  was  passed  June  21,  1867.  Section 
1  provides  that  the  school  shall  be  established  at 
Peru,  in  Nemaha  County,  "the  exclusive  purpose 
of  which  shall  be  the  instruction  of  persons,  both 
male  and  female,  in  the  art  of  teaching  and  in  all 
the  various  branches  that  pertain  to  a  good  common 
school  education;  also  to  give  instruction  in  the 
mechanical  arts,  and  in  the  arts  of  husbandr3-  and 
agricultural  chemistrj-;  in  the  fundamental  laws  of 
the  United  States,  and  what  regards  the  rights  and 
duties  of  citizens." 

Prior  to  the  location  and  building  of  the  Hospi- 
tal for  the  Insane  at  Lincoln,  this  class  of  unfortu- 
nates were  sent  to  the  Iowa  Asylum.  The  bill 
locating  and  appropriating  funds  for  the  hospital 
building  was  passed  by  the  Legislature  in  1808.  In 
1869  the  contract  was  let  to  Joseph  Ward,  of  Lin- 
coln, for  $137,000,  and  on  November  29,  1870,  was 
formally  accepted  by  the  State.  It  was  opened  on 
December   22,    1870,   with  Dr.  Lane  as  superinten- 


dent. In  April,  1871,  five  months  after  the  institu- 
tion had  been  opened  for  the  reception  of  patients, 
it  liurned  to  the  ground.  After  the  conflagration 
three  patients  were  missing,  and  it  has  always  been 
supposed  that  they  lost  their  lives.  A  special  ses- 
sion of  the  Legislature  convened  in  June,  1871 ,  and 
made  an  appropriation  for  a  new  building.  The 
buildings  as  they  stand  at.  present  cost  $165,000. 
They  are  built  of  light  gray  sandstone,  the  ground 
dimensions  being  54x328  feet,  and  the  main  build- 
ing four  stories  in  height.  In  addition  to  the  hospi- 
tal at  Lincoln,  a  second  hospital  has  been  established 
by  the  State  at  Norfolk,  while  the  Asylum  for  the 
Incurable  Insane  is  located  at  Hastings. 

The  Twelfth  Territorial  Legislature,  by  an  act 
approved  February  7,  1867,  provided  in  due  form 
for  the  establishment  of  an  institute  for  the  deaf 
and  dumb,  to  be  located  in  Omaha;  all  of  the  class 
specified  of  a  suitable  age  and  capacity,  to  receive 
instruction,  to  be  adniittcil  into  and  enjoy  the  bene- 
fits of  said  institutiiin  wilhoui  charge.  The  act  fur- 
ther constituted  a  bnanl  of  directors  a  body  politic 
and  corporate  with  perpetual  existence,  consisting  of 
Aurelius  Bowen,  Able  L.  Childs,  E.  H.  Rogers, 
John  S.  Bowen,  Gilbert  C.  Jlonell  and  John  Mc- 
Pherson. 

A  building  was  rented  in  Omaha,  and  the  school 
opened  April  1,  1869,  with  W.  M.  French,  principal, 
and  Mrs.  Jennie  Wilson,  matron.  Twelve  pupils 
were  enrolled  during  the  first  eight  months  of  the 
school's  existence,  and  the  amount  expended  for  the 
same  time  was  $2,179.03. 

The  Thirteenth  General  Assembly,  foreseeing 
that  more  suitable  and  commodious  accommodations 
would  have  to  be  provided,  made  an  appropriation  of 
$15,000  for  building  purposes.  Grounds  located 
about  three  miles  northwest  of  the  city  were  donated 
b}'  the  city  of  Omaha,  and  a  fine  brick  edifice  erected 
in  a  suitable  form  to  receive  additions  as  they  might 
be  needed.  The  new  building  was  occupied  for  the 
first  time  in  Jauuarj-,  1872.  Four  teachers  were 
employed  during  the  second  year  and  twenty-nine 
pupils  were  enrolled. 

In  1873  a  printing  office  was  established  in  con- 
nection with  the  institution,  for  the  instruction  of 
pupils  desirous  of  learning  that  trade.      Mr.   S.   F. 
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Buckley,  one  of  these  pupils,  shortly-  after  assumed 
the  position  of  foreman. 

In  1879  a  brick  work-shop  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $3,000,  carpenter  work  being  introduced  under 
charge  of  F.  E.  Ma3-nard.  Both  the  printing  office 
and  carpenter  shops  are  self  supporting,  beyond  the 
salaries  of  their  formen.  The  shops  are  supplied 
with  suitable  machinery  for  the  various  kinds  of 
work.  In  1874  a  semi-monthly  paper,  entitled  the 
Nebraska  Mute  Journal,  was  established.  The 
mechanical  work  of  this  paper  is  done  entirelj-  by 
the  pupils. 

A  new  building,  similar  in  many  respects  to  the 
first,  was  erected  in  1876  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  In 
1879  the  brick  work-shop,  above  mentioned,  was 
built,  and  in  1881  a  third  building  was  erected,  con- 
necting the  two  built  in  1871  and  1876,  the  combi- 
nation being  in  perfect  harmony,  and  constituting 
one  of  the  finest  public  buildings  in  the  State.  The 
cost  of  this  improvement  was  $16,000.  In  addition 
to  this  $4,000  was  expended  in  heating  apparatus, 
whereby  the  entire  institution  is  warmed  by  steam; 
$1,000  for  gas  apparatus,  $1,000  for  engine  and 
machinery  for  the  shops,  $500  for  hose  for  use  in 
case  of  fire,  and  $500  for  telephonic  communication 
with  the  city  of  Omaha.  The  institution  is  under 
the  charge  of  the  board  of  public  lands  and  build- 
ings, and  directly  under  the  control  of  a  corps  of 
competent  instructors.  The  boys  are  learning  good 
trades  and  the  girls  are  taught  general  housework, 
plain  sewing  and  dressmaking.  The  same  general 
methods  of  instructing  the  deaf  which  are  practiced 
in  similar  first-class  institutions,  are  in  use  in  this 
one,  articulation  being  made  a  specialtj'  with  good 
success.  A  regular  course  of  instruction  is  followed , 
in  which  it  is  aimed  to  prepare  the  pupil  for  active 
life  and  self  support,  the  institution  being  in  no 
sense  an  asj'lum,  but  in  every  sense  a  school. 

The  act  providing  for  the  building  of  the  State 
penitentiary  on  the  site  south  of  Lincoln,  donated  for 
that  purpose  by  W.  T.  Donovan  and  Mr.  Hilton,  was 
passed  by  the  Legislature  on  March  4,  1870.  The 
national  government  had  set  apart  34,000  acres  of 
land  for  prison  purposes.  Three  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  dispose  of  these  lands.  In  the 
meantime  the  Legislature  appropriated  $5,000  for 


the  erection  of  a  temporary  prison.  In  the  same 
year  plans  and  specifications  offered  by  William  H. 
Foster,  of  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  were  adopted,  and  the 
contract  let  to  W.  H.  B.  Stout  and  J.  M.  Jamison 
for  $312,000.  The  quarries  of  Saltello,  located 
about  twelve  miles  south  of  Lincoln,  furnished  the 
material  for  the  walls,  a  hard,  magnesian  limestone. 
The  external  appearance  of  the  building  is  very  im- 
posing, at  once  suggesting  to  the  observer  the  use 
for  which  it  is  intended.  It  is  a  most  substantia! 
structure,  well  heated  and  ventilated,  considered 
perfectly  secure,  and  has  a  capacity  for  800 
prisoners.  The  cells  are  in  rows  of  forty  each,  and 
by  means  of  a  lever  at  one  end  the  keeper  is  enabled 
to  lock  at  once  the  whole  row.  This  greatly  dimin- 
ishes the  chances  for  escape,  and  the  danger  to  the 
keeper  of  being  attacked  while  on  the  round  locking 
each  door.  A  wall  twenty-five  feet  in  height,  sur- 
mounted at  intervals  by  watch  towers,  encloses  nearly 
three  acres  at  the  rear  of  the  building.  Within  the 
enclosure  are  the  work-shops  of  the  institution.  The 
discipline  of  the  prison  is  good.  It  is  lenient,  j^et 
severe  enough  to  produce  good  order,  and  not  so 
severe  as  to  cause  dissatisfaction  and  breed  revolt. 
But  once  in  the  history  of  the  institution  has  a  seri- 
ous revolt  taken  place.  On  the  afternoon  of  Janu- 
ary 11,  1875,  seven  convicts  under  the  leadership 
of  a  convict  named  Mc Waters,  overpowered  the 
guards  in  the  work-shop.  Deputy  Warden  Nohes 
entered  the  shops  at  this  moment.  He  was  also 
overpowered,  bound  and  stripped.  Mc  Waters,  who 
had  the  audacity  to  attempt  anjiihing  that  might 
lead  to  escape,  donned  the  deputy's  clothes  and 
marched  his  convicts  past  the  door  guards  into  the 
building  where  more  guards  were  overpowered,  and 
the  armory  broken  into.  It  was  the  plan  to  secure 
guns  and  ammunition,  dress  themselves  in  citizens 
clothing,  kill  the  guards  and  effect  their  escape. 
Their  plans  might  have  succeeded  had  not  the  for- 
tunate escape  of  Deputy  Warden  Nohes  given  the 
alarm.  The  mutinous  convicts  soon  found  them- 
selves besieged  in  the  main  building.  So  completely 
were  they  hemmed  in  that  every  attempt  to  leave 
the  building  proved  ineffectual.  A  detachment  of 
United  States  troops  arrived  early  the  next  morning, 
and  the  appearance  of  the  soldiers  caused  them  to 
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weaken.  They  surrendered  during  the  forenoon. 
The  story  of  the  revolt  would  be  incomplete  without 
at  least  a  brief  reference  to  the  heroism  displayed 
upon  the  occasion  by  Mrs.  Woodhurst,  wife  of  the 
warden.  Her  husband  was  absent  when  the  mutiny 
occurred,  and  his  wife  was  almost  alone  in  the 
main  building.  As  soon  as  she  discovered  the  revolt 
she  rushed  to  a  window  and  alarmed  the  guards  in 
spite  of  the  threats  of  the  convicts.  She  defied 
them  to  harm  her,  and  fearlessly  placed  herself  be- 
fore their  guns  when  they  were  about  to  Are  at  citi- 
zens who  had  come  from  Lincoln  to  quell  the  mu- 
tiny. During  the  night  she  succeeded  in  getting 
possession  of  their  guns  and  hiding  them.  When 
the  hopelessness  of  their  attempt  to  escape  finally 
dawned  upon  the  minds  of  the  mutineers,  they  sur- 
rendered to  her,  and  were  turned  over  to  the  officers. 

McWaters  and  the  seven  convicts  made  a  second 
attempt  to  escape  on  May  26,  1875.  The  attempt 
was  a  failure,  McWaters  being  shot  dead  by  the 
guard  at  the  outset  of  the  demonstration. 

The  management  of  the  penitentiary  is  neces- 
sarily strict,  but  not  more  so  than  necessit}'  demands. 
Among  the  theories  entertained  for  the  amelioration 
of  the  condition  of  the  inmates  of  the  institution,  is 
the  introduction  of  a  well-devised  S3"stem  of  educa- 
tion. The  maintenance  of  a  well-selected  library', 
and  the  employment  of  instructors,  are  features  of 
prison  reform  which  deserve  the  commendation  of 
every  humane  citizen  of  the  State. 

Nebraska,  with  her  broad  and  rich  prairies  and 
fertile  valleys,  is  pre-eminently  an  agricultural  State. 
According  to  the  official  report  of  the  State  Board 
of  Agriculture,  for  the  year  1888,  there  were  within 
the  State  9,521,966  acres  of  improved  land,  valued 
at  $40,144,780,  and  13,353,171  acres  of  unimproved 
land  valued  at  $30,307,241;  thus  making  the  aver- 
age value  per  acre  of  the  improved  lands  $4. 07,  and 
of  the  unimproved  lands  $2. 80.  These  values  were 
obtained  from  the  assessments  for  taxation,  and  as 
can  readily  be  seen,  were  far  below  the  actual 
values,  the  latter  being  double,  or  more  than  double, 
the  assessed  values.  The  number  of  acres  reported, 
both  improved  and  unimproved,  equals  22,875,137, 
the  amount  then  owned  and  subject  to  taxation. 
The  total  number  of  acres  within  the  State  as  re- 


ported by  the  census  of  1885,  was  47,869,978. 
This  shows  that  less  than  one-half  of  the  real  prop- 
erty of  the  State  was  then  subject  to  taxation.  In 
the  agricultural  report  pertaining  to  cereals  and  veg- 
etables many  counties  are  left  out,  consequently  the 
aggregate  amounts  raised  in  the  State  in  1888  can- 
not be  given. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  kinds  of 
products  raised,  total  yield  and  average  yield  per 
acre  in  four  counties,  representing  different  localities 
of  the  State,  indicating  the  crops  raised  therein: 

Adams— Corn,  3,096,380  bushels,  average,  35 
bushels;  wheat  298,104,  bushels,  average  12;  oats 
1,512,600  bushels,  average  30;  barley,  222,728 
bushels, average  12;  rye,  5,544  bushels,  average  11; 
flax,  9,600  bushels,  average  6;  millet,  1,100  tons, 
average  2;  potatoes  not  reported;  fruit  trees,  9,845; 
forest  trees,  2,561,183;  grapevines,  15,479. 

Lancaster — Corn,  8,004,900  bushels,  average 
50;  wheat,  170,496  bushels,  average  18;  oats,  1,930,- 
980  bushels,  average  60;  barley,  23,184  bushels, 
average  20;  rye,  5,400  bushels,  average  15;  flax, 
3,276  bushels,  average  12;  millet,  2,100  tons,  av- 
erage 3;  potatoes,  34,500  bushels,  average  172.5; 
fruit  trees,  71,283;  forest  trees,  2,777.314;  grape 
vines,   1,283. 

Lincoln — Corn,  400,000  bushels,  average  40; 
wheat,  15,000  bushels,  average  15;  oats,  35,000 
bushels,  average  35;  barley,  6,250  bushels,  average 
25;  rye,  8,000  bushels,  average  40;  millet,  1,000 
tons,  average  2;  potatoes,  80,000  bushels,  average 
40;  trees  not  reported. 

Platte — Corn,  2,672,540  bushels,  average  41; 
wheat,  214,600  bushels,  average  10;  oats,  1,081,- 
850  bushels,  average  35;  barley,  16,632  bushels, 
average  12;  flax,  17,210  bushels,  average,  10;  mil- 
let, 6,480  tons,  average  3;  potatoes,  121,950 
bushels,  average  150;  fruit  trees,  29,145;  forest 
trees,  1,776,000;  grape  vines  12,125, 

The  yield  per  acre  of  the  several  products  in 
these  counties  can  be  taken  as  a  fair  average  yield 
per  acre  throughout  the  State.  The  trees  and  vines 
represent  the  total  number  planted,  and  should  not 
be  construed  as  the  number  planted  in  1888. 

The  total  number  of  animals  in  the  State,  and 
their  assessed  values  in  1888,  were  as  follows: 
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Horses,  372,829,  $9,425,542,  average  $20.21; 
cattle,  1,505,634,  $8,436,940,  average  $6.08;  mules 
and  asses,  43,191,  $993,208,  average $24. 36;  sheep, 
195,105,  $105,830,  average  $0.50;  hogs,  1,238,731, 
$1,318,975,  average  $1.17.  The  average  value  of 
each  animal  is  the  average  throughout  the  State,  but 
not  uniform  in  the  several  counties.  The  assessed 
values  are  ver\^  unequal  throughout  the  State.  Land 
in  some  counties  is  assessed  for  taxation  at  nearly 
twice  the  price  it  is  in  other  counties  where  the  soil 
and  shipping  facilities  are  equally  as  good,  and  the 
same  is  ti'ue  with  regard  to  animals;  for  instance, 
in  1888,  horses  were  assessed  in  Lancaster  County 
at  $17.11,  and  in  Loup  County  at  $29.29.  Are 
they  so  much  more  valuable  in  Loup  than  in  Lan- 
caster County?  At  the  same  time  cattle  were 
assessed  per  head  at  from  $2.66  up  to  $13.06;  mules 
and  asses  at  from  $11.80  up  to  $46.75;  sheep  at 
from  ten  cents  up  to  $1.42.  This  shows  that  strin- 
gent legislation  is  needed  in  order  to  secure  greater 
uniformity  in  the  assessment  of  property. 

TTie  value  of  the  taxable  property  of  the  State,  as 
assessed  for  taxation  from  1881  to  1888  inclusive, 
has  been  as  follows:  In  1881,  $93,142,456.99;  in 
1882,  $98,537,475.11;  in  1883,  $110,543,644.58;  in 
1884,  $123,615,886.95;  in  1885,  $133,418,699.83; 
in  1886,  $143,932,570.51;  in  1887,  $160,506,- 
266.25;  in  1888,  $176,012,820.45. 

No  official  report  for  1889  has  been  published. 
The  increase  in  the  values  from  year  to  year,  also 
for  the  whole  eight  years — the  latter  being  $82,870,- 
363.47,  is  noticeable.  It  is  seen  that  in  the  short 
time  of  eight  j-ears  the  entire  taxable  wealth  of  the 
State  nearly  doubled.  The  next  biennial  report,  in- 
cluding 1889  and  1890,  will  show  that  in  the  ten 
years  the  property  considerably  more  than  doubled 
in  value. 

Winter  wheat  is  grown  in  Nebraska  to  a  limited 
extent  by  drilling  it  between  corn  rows,  with  a  five- 
hoed,  one  horse  wheat^corn  drill,  and  leaving  the 
corn  stalks  stand  until  spring,  when  they  are  cut 
down.  The  stalks  are  left  to  hold  the  snow,  and 
thus  prevent  the  ground  from  freezing  dry  and  kill- 
ing the  wheat.  On  account  of  the  difficulty  to  raise 
winter  wheat,  spring  wheat  is  generally'  raised,  and 
it  is  claimed  that  it  is  superior  to  the  former  for 


bread.  Corn  is  the  great  staple  product,  but  the 
soil  is  well  adapted  to  the  raising  of  all  kinds  of 
grains  and  vegetables.  The  cultivation  of  the  sugar 
beet,  for  the  purpose  of  sugar  making,  has  been  in- 
troduced, and  in  all  probability  the  day  is  not  far 
distant  when  our  sugar  will  be  manufactured  at 
home  instead  of  being  imported  from  foreign  coun- 
tries. 

The  conditions  for  successful  agriculture  are  a 
rich  soil,  temperate  climate  and  sufficient  moisture. 
Time  and  experience  have  removed  all  doubt  as  to 
the  existence  of  the  first  two  in  Nebraska,  and  will 
soon  remove  all  doubt  as  to  the  third. 

In  1880,  Samuel  Aughey.  Ph.  D. ,  LL.  D. ,  profes- 
sor of  natural  sciences  in  the  University  of  Nebraska, 
published  his  ' '  Sketches  of  the  Physical  Geography 
and  Geology  of  Nebraska,"  in  which  he  says  '■  Eastern 
Nebraska  has  an  abundance  of  moisture.  This  may 
appear  like  an  exaggeration  to  those  who  were  edu- 
cated to  believe  that  Nebraska  was  an  arid  region. 
And  yet  there  is  nothing  in  the  natural  history  of  the 
State  better  established  than  that  there  is  here  an 
abundance  of  rainfall.  When  the  snows  of  winter 
disappear,  the  ground  is  in  good  condition  to  be 
worked.  Sufficient  showers  come  during  early  spring 
to  excite  the  crops  of  cereal  grains,  grasses  and 
corn  to  an  active  growth.  Sometimes  it  is  compar- 
atively dry  between  the  spring  showers  and  the  June 
rains.  These  come  sometimes  earlier  than  June,  in 
the  last?  of  Maj-,  and  sometimes  not  till  the  last  of 
June,  and  constitute  the  rainy  season  for  the  State. 
It  begins  whenever  the  '  big  rise '  of  the  Missouri 
and  the  Platte  occur.  This  rainy  season  lasts  fi-om 
four  to  eight  weeks.  In  fifteen  j'ears  I  have  not 
known  it  to  fail.  During  its  continuance  it  does  not 
indeed  rain  every  day,  except  occasionally  for  a 
short  period.  Generally  during  this  time  it  rains 
from  two  to  three  times  a  week.  It  is  more  apt  to 
rain  everj'  night  than  everj-  day.  In  fact  during  the 
whole  of  this  season  three-fourths  of  the  rain  falls 
at  nighf.  It  is  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  the 
rain  to  fall  every  night  for  weeks,  followed  by  cloud- 
less days.  This  rainy  season  of  June  occurs  at  a 
period  when  crops  most  need  rain,  and  owing  to  the 
regularitj'  of  its  occurrence,  drouths  sufficiently 
severe  to  destroy  the  crops   in    Eastern    Nebraska, 
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where  there  is  proper  cultivation,  have  not  yet 
Ijeen  known.  *  *  *  After  the  wet  season  of 
June,  which  sometimes  extends  into  July,  is  over, 
there  are  rains  and  showers  at  longer  intervals  until 
and  during  autumn.  During  winter  it  rarely  rains. 
Snow  falls  in  winter,  but  seldom  to  a  great  depth. 
*  *  *  West  of  the  one  hundredth  meridian  the 
auKiunt  of  rainfall  gradually  decreases  from  the 
yearly  average  of  thirty  inches,  at  or  near  Kearney 
Junction,  to  twenty  inches  at  North  Platte.  If  the 
last  two  years  only  were  taken  into  account,  even 
there  and  almost  to  the  west  line  of  the  State  the 
rainfall  would  be  estimated  at  thirty  inches." 

The  professor  goes  on  to  prove  that  the  amount 
of  rainfall  and  moisture  was  on  the  increase,  and  it 
certainly  has  been  on  the  increase  ever  since.  Many 
springs  have  broken  out  of  late  years  where  no  water 
had  ever  before  been  observed,  and  water  has  ap- 
peared in  old  creek  beds,  where  it  apparently  had 
not  been  flowing  for  ages.  The  streams  have  also 
been  observed  to  increase  in  size.  Much  specula- 
tion has  been  indulged  in  as  to  the  cause  of  the  in- 
crease of  the  rainfall,  but  it  is  believed  that  the 
principal  cause  is  ' '  the  great  increase  in  the  absorp- 
tive power  of  the  soil,  wrought  by  cultivation. 
Observe  now  the  change  which  cultivation  makes. 
After  the  soil  is  broken,  the  rain  as  it  falls  is  ab- 
sorbed by  the  soil  like  a  hugh  sponge.  The  soil 
gives  this  absorbed  moisture  back  to  the  atmosphere 
by  evaporation.  Thus  year  by  year  as  cultivation 
of  the  soil  is  extended,  more  of  the  rain  that  falls  is 
absorbed  and  retained  to  be  given  ofl'  by  evapora- 
tion, or  to  produce  springs.  This,  of  course,  must 
give  increasing  moisture  and  rainfall. "  The  plant- 
ing of  trees  is  also  believed  to  be  a  helping  cause 
for  the  increase  of  moisture. 

Nebraska,  on  account  of  its  elevation  and  the 
non-existence  of  swamps  and  stagnant  waters,  which 
produce  malaria,  is  decidedly  healthful.  The  atmos- 
phere is  pure  and  invigorating.  The  elevation  in 
feet  above  sea  level,  at  various  points  throughout 
the  State,  as  shown  in  Prof.  Aughey's  sketches 
above  referred  to,  is  as  follows: 

Southeast  corner  of  the  State  on  the  bottoms  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nemaha  River,  878;  Nebraska 
City,  964;  Plattsmouth,  984;  Omaha,  Union  Pacific 


Depot,  1,056;  Blair,  1,111;  Fremont,  1,220;  Schuy- 
ler, 1,372;  Columbus,  1,469;  Grand  Island,  1,887; 
Kearney,  2,143;  North  Platte,  2,825;  Sidney,  4,108; 
Pine  Bluffs,  5,061;  Norfolk,  1,428;  Beatrice,  1,278; 
Orleans,  2,150;  head  of  the  Republican  in  Colorado, 
4,050;  Lincoln,  1,164;  Fairmount,  1,657;  Harvard, 
1,815;  Juniata,  1,985;  Kenesaw,  2,064;  Lowell, 
2,086;  Camp  Sheridan,  Old  Spotted  Tail  Agency, 
3,490;  Indian  Creek,  northwest  corner  of  State, 
4,013;  Scott's  Bluflfs,  thirty  miles  north  of  Pine 
Bluffs,  6,051;  White  Man's  Fork,  on  State  line, 
south  of  Union  Pacific  Railroad,  3,188.  It  is  esti- 
mated that  the  eastern  half  of  the  State  along  the 
line  of  the  Union  Pacific  has  an  average  elevation  of 
1,700  feet;  the  western  half,  3,525  feet.  The  aver- 
age elevation  along  the  whole  line  would  be  2,612 
feet.  The  average  elevation  of  the  whole  State  is 
estimated  at  2,312  feet. 

While  Nebraska  does  not  claim  to  be  a  manufac- 
turing State,  some  of  its  leading  cities  are  making 
gigantic  strides  in  that  direction.  The  Omaha  Daily 
Bee  of  January  1,  1890,  speaks  of  the  manufactur- 
ing interests  of  that  progressive  city  as  follows: 

' '  Omaha  is  making  great  progress  as  an  indus- 
trial center.  Its  silver  refining  and  smelting  works, 
machine  shops,  foundries,  white  lead  works,  chair 
factory,  wire  mills,  linseed  oil  works,  distillery, 
boot  and  shoe  factory  and  a  score  of  other  industrial 
concerns  that  have  been  established  in  this  city 
within  the  past  two  years,  give  employment  to  an 
army  of  wage  workers  numbering  full}'  11,000. 

Omaha  now  contains  several  of  the  most  exten- 
sive manufactuiiiiu'  establishments  in  all  America. 
Its  silver  snu'llinti  works  are  the  largest  works  of 
this  class  in  the  world;  its  linseed  oil  works  rival 
in  magnitude  with  the  largest  oil  mills  in  America, 
and  its  distillery  ranks  as  the  fourth  largest  in  the 
United  States.  Its  beef  and  hog  product  packing 
houses  are  only  second  in  capacity  to  those  of  Chi- 
cago. 

The  Paxton  &  Vierling  Iron  Works  is  one  of  the 
leading  manufacturing  enterprises  of  Omaha.  In 
1889  $300,000  worth  of  goods  were  manufactured, 
employing  200  men  with  a  weekly  pay  roll  of 
$1,750. 

The  Omaha  Barb  Wire  Company,  owing  to  eon- 
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stantly  increasing  business,  were  compelled  to  erect, 
a  few  years  ago,  more  commodious  works.  The 
product  is  sold  all  over  the  West  and  they  have  a 
capacity  for  turning  out  four  car  loads  of  barbed 
wire  and  100  kegs  of  nails  each  day.  They  keep 
sixty  men  constantly  employed,  and  have  a  weekly 
pay  roll  of  $750.  Of  the  other  iron  works  the  Acme 
Iron  and  Wire  Works  has  5  employes;  Wilson  & 
Beemer  Iron  Works,  40;  Carter  &  Son  Boiler  Works, 
15;  Wearne  Bros'.  Foundry,  10;  Western  Cornice 
Works,  53;  Acme  Iron  Works,  7;  Omaha  Cornice 
Works,  25;  McBreen  &  Carter,  6;  Eagle  Cornice 
Works, 40;  Davis  &  Cowgill,  30;  Champion  Iron  and 
Wire  Works,  12;  Eureka  Iron  Foundry,  14;  McLearie 
&  Oehlrie  Foundry,  15.  Total  number  employes, 
including  Barb  Wire  Works  and  Paxton  &  Vierling, 
593;  total  weekly  pay  rolls,  $6,495. 

The  Omaha  &  Grant  Smelting  and  Refining 
Works  handle  a  large  proportion  of  the  ore  produced 
in  the  mines  of  Montana,  Idaho,  Colorado,  Dakota 
and  Arizona.  The  plant  covers  over  twenty-two 
acres  of  ground  and  represents  an  investment  of 
$3,500,000.  It  is  the  largest  silver  smelting  and 
refining  institution  in  the  world.  During  the  year 
50,107  tons  of  ore  were  smelted.  The  average 
number  of  employes  is  600,  who  are  paid  $30,000 
monthly,  or  about  $380,000  annually.  The  immen- 
sity of  the  annual  business  of  this  great  industry  is 
clearlj-  shown  by  the  following  statement  for  the 
eleven  months  of  1889,  ending  November  30: 

Value. 

Lead,  ft 74,743,713    $  3,721,145.50 

Silver,  oz 11, 9.57,977       10,840,059.87 

Gold,  oz 113,531         3,389,370.03 

Sulphate  ol  copper 5,886,500  394,000.00 

Mention  is  made  on  a  previous  page  of  the  ex- 
tent of  the  Union  Pacific  Shops,  employing  the  larg- 
est number  of  men  in  Omaha. 

The  Willow  Springs  Distillery  is  the  third  largest 
in  America.  The  buildings  are  substantially  erected 
and  cover  an  area  of  eight  acres.  The  distillery  did 
a  business  in  1889  of  $3,300,000,  and  paid  in  sal- 
aries $93,360.  Taxes  were  paid  the  government  on 
the  product  amounting  to  $2,880,000.  Four  thous- 
and cattle  were  fed,  700,512  bushels  of  grain 
mashed  and  4,000  tons  of  hay  used.  The  coal  con- 
sumption was  144,000  tons  and  45,600  barrels  were 


used.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  are  em- 
ployed at  the  distillery.  The  rectif3-ing  firm  of 
Her  &  Co.,  which  is  connected  with  the  Willow 
Springs  Distillery  Company,  has  $500,000  invested 
in  the  enterprise,  and  occupies  extensive  premises 
on  Harney  Sti-eet,  where  a  large  wholesale  liquor 
establishment  is  also  carried  on. 

Next  in  importance  to  Omaha  in  the  line  of  man- 
ufacturing is  the  city  of  Lincoln,  where  a  great 
many  establishments  have  been  erected  and  put  into 
operation.  All  the  other  leading  cities  of  the  State 
and  many  of  the  smaller  ones  have  their  local  man- 
ufactories, some  mechanical  interests  being  j'et  in 
their  infancy.  The  number  of  manufactories  in  the 
State,  in  1880,  was  1,403,  with  an  invested  capital 
of  $4,881,150,  increased  in  1885  to  2,861,  with  an 
invested  capital  of  $12,722,334.  In  the  five  years 
the  number  and  invested  capital  more  than  doubled. 

From  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  State  there 
has  been  obtained  an  official  director}'  of  Nebraska's 
public  servants,  which  is  here  presented,  with  begin- 
ning of  term  of  service: 

Governors:  Francis  Burt,  October  16,  1854; 
Mark  W.  Izard,  February  20,  1855;  William  A. 
Richardson,  Januaiy  12,  1858;  Samuel  W.  Black, 
May  2,  1858;  Alvin  Saunders,  May  15,  1861; 
David  Butler,  February  21,  1867;  Robert  W.  Furnas, 
January  13,  1873;  Silas  Garber,  January  11,  1875; 
Albinus  Nance,  January  9,  1879;  James  W.  Dawes, 
January  4,  1883;  John  M.  Thayer,  January  6, 
1887. 

Lieutenant  governors:  Othman  A.  Abbot,  Janu- 
ary 4,  1877;  Edmund  C.  Cams,  January  9,  1879; 
A.  W.  Agee,  January  4,  1883;  H.  H.  Shedd,  Janu- 
ary 8,  1885;  George  D.  Meiklejohn,  January  3, 
1889. 

Secretaries:  Thomas  B.  Cuming,  August  3, 
1854;  John  B.  Motley,  March  23,  1858;  J.  Sterling 
Morton,  July  12,  1858;  Algernon  S.  Paddock,  May 
6,  1861;  Thomas  P.  Kennard,  February  21,  1867; 
William  H.  James,  January  10,  1871;  John  J. 
Gosper,  January  13,  1873;  Bruno  Tzschuck,  Janu- 
ary 11,  1875;  S.  J.  Alexander,  January  7,  1879; 
Edward  P.  Roggen,  January  4,  1883;  Gilbert  L. 
Laws,  January  6,  1887. 

Auditors:   Charles  B.   Smith,  March    16,   1855; 
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Samuel  L.  Campbell,  August  3,  1857;  William  E. 
Moore,  June  1,  1858;  Robert  C.  Jordan,  August  2, 
1858;  William  E.  Hai-vey,  October  8,  1861;  John 
Gillespie,  October  10,  1865;  Jeflferson  B.  Weston, 
January  13,  1873;  F.  W.  Liedtke,  January  9,  1879; 
John  Wallichs,  November  12,  1880;  H.  A.  Bab- 
cock,  January  8,  1885;  T.  H.  Benton,  January  3, 
1889. 

Treasurers:  B.  P.  Rankin,  March  16,  1855; 
William  W.  Wyman,  November  6,  1855;  Augustus 
Kountze,  October  8,  1861;  James  Sweet,  January 
11,  1869;  Henry  A.  Koeuig,  January  10,  1871;  J. 
C.  McBride,  January  11,  1875;  George  M.  Bar(> 
lett,  January  9,  1879;  Phelps  D.  Sturtevant,  Janu 
ary4,  1883;  Charles  H.  Willard,  January  8,  1885 
J.  E.  Hill,  January  3,  1889. 

Librarians:  James  S.  Izard,  March  16,  1855 
H.  C.  Anderson,  November  6,  1855;  John  H 
Kellum,  August  3,  1857;  Alonzo  D.  Luce,  Novem 
ber  7,  1859;  Robert  S.  Knox,  1861;  Thomas  P. 
Kennard,  June  22,  1867;  William  H.  James,  Janu- 
ary 10,  1871;  Guy  A.  Brown,  March  3,  1871. 

Attorney  generals:  Champion  S.  Case,  1867 
Seth  Robinson,  1869;  George  H.  Roberts,  January 
10,  1871;  J.  R.  Webster,  January  13,  1873;  George 
H.  Roberts,  January  11,  1875;  C.  J.  Dilworth,  Jan- 
uary 9,  1879;  Isaac  Powers,  Jr.,  January  4,  1883; 
William  Leese,  January  8,  1885. 

Superintendents  of  public  instruction;  Seth  W. 
Reals,  1869;  J.  M.  McKenzie,  January  10,  1871;  S. 
R.  Thompson,  January  4,  1877;  W.  W.  W.  Jones, 
January  6,  1881;  George  B.  Lane,  January  6,  1887. 

Commissioners  of  public  lands  and  buildings:  F. 
M.  Davis,  January  4,  1877;  A.  G.  Kendall,  Janu- 
ary 6,  1881;  Joseph  Scott,  January  8,  1885;  John 
Steen,  January  3,  1889. 

Judges  of  supreme  court — chief  justices:  Fen- 
ner  Ferguson,  October  12,  1854;  Augustus  Hall, 
March  15,  1858;  William  Pitt  Kellogg,  May  27, 
1861;  William  Kellogg,  May  8,  1865;  William  A. 
Little,  1866;  Oliver  P.  Mason,  1866;  George  B. 
Lake,  January  16,  1873;  Daniel  Gantt,  January  3, 
1878;  Samuel  Maxwell,  May  29,  1878;  George  B. 
Lake,  January  1,  1882;  Amasa  Cobb,  January  1, 
1884;  Samuel  Maxwell,  January  1,  1886;  M.  B. 
Reese,  January  1,  1888. 


Associate  justices  and  judges:  Edward  R.  Har- 
den,  December  4,  1854;  James  Bradley,  October 
25,  1854;  Samuel  W.  Black;  Eleazer  Wakeley, 
April  22,  1857;  Joseph  Miller,  April  9,  1859;  Wil- 
liam F.  Lockwood,  May  16,  1861;  Joseph  E. 
Streeter,  November  IS,  1861;  Palmer  S.  Dundy, 
June  22,  1863;  George  B.  Lake,  February  21,  1867; 
Lorenzo  Crounse,  Februar3'  21,  1867;  Daniel  Gantt, 
January  16,  1873;  Samuel  Maxwell,  January  16, 
1873;  Amasa  Cobb,  May  29,  1878;  M.  B.  Reese, 
January  1,  1884. 

Clerks  of  supreme  court;  H.  C.  Anderson,  1856; 
Charles  L.  Salisbury,  1858;  E.  B.  Chandler,  1859; 
John  H.  Kel'lom,  1861;  William  Kellogg,  Jr.,  1865; 
George  Armstrong,  1867;  Guy  A.  Brown,  August 
8,  1868. 

Reporters  of  supreme  court;  J.  BI.  Woolworth, 
1870;  Lorenzo  Crounse,  1873;  Guy  A.  Brown,  1875. 

Delegates  and  members  of  Congress:  Napoleon 
B.  Giddings,  December  12,  1854;  Bird  B.  Chapman, 
November  6,  1855;  Fenner  Ferguson,  August  3, 
1857;  Experience  Estabrook,  October  11,  1859; 
Samuel  G.  Daily,  October  9,  1860;  Phineas  W. 
Hitchcock,  October  11,  1864;  T.  M.  Marquette, 
March  2,  1866;  John  Taffe,  October  9,  1867;  Lor- 
enzo Crounse,  October  8,  1872;  Frank  Welch,  No- 
vember 7,  1876;  Thomas  J.  Majors,  December, 
1877;  E.  K.  Valentine,  November  5,  1878;  A.  J. 
Weaver,  March  4,  1883;  James  Laird,  March  4, 
1883;  George  W.  E.  Dorsey,  March  4,  1885;  John 
A.  McShaue,  March  4,  1887. 

United  States  Senators:  John  M.  Thayer,  1867- 
71;  Thomas  W.  Tipton,  1867-75;  Phineas  W.  Hitch- 
cock, 1871-77;  Algernon  S.  Paddock,  1875-81; 
Alvin  Saunders,  1877-83;  C.  H.  VanWyck,  1881-87; 
Charles  F.  Manderson,  1883-89;  Algernon  S.  Pad- 
dock, 1887-93. 

United  States  marshals:  Mark  W.  Izard,  Octo- 
ber 28,  1854:  Eli  R.  Doyle,  April  7,  1855;  Ben- 
jamin P.  Rankin,  March  29,  1856;  Phineas  W. 
Hitchcock,  September  19,  1861;  Casper  E.  Yost, 
April  1,  1865;  J.  T.  Hoile,  July  1,  1869;  William 
Daily,  1871;  Ellis  Bierbower,  1880. 

The  following  abstract  of  votes  cast  for  presi- 
dential candidates  since  Nebraska's  admission  into 
the   Union   will   be  of  interest:     1868,  Ulj'sses  S. 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


■Grant  (R),  9,782;  Horatio  D.  Sej-mour  (D),  5,519 
1872,  Ulysses  S.  Grant  (R),  17,702;  Horace  Greeley 
(D),  7,548;  1876,  Rutherford  B.  Hayes  (R),  31,833; 
Samuel  J.  Tilden  (D),  17,554;  1880,  James  A.  Gar 
field  (R),  54,979;  Winfield  S.  Hancock  (D),  28,523 
Gen.  Weaver  (Nat),  3,950;  1884,  James  G.  Blaine 
(R),  70,912;  Butler  and  Cleveland  (Fusion-D), 
54,391;  John  P.  St.  John  (P),  2,899;  1888,  Ben- 
jamin Harrison  (R),  108,425;  Grover  Cleveland  (D), 
80,552;   Fiske  (P),  9,429;  Streeter  (U.   L),  4,226. 

The  popular  vote  for  governor  has  been:  1866, 
David  Butler,  4,093;  J.  Sterling  Morton,  3,948; 
1868,  David  Butler,  8,576;  J.  R.  Porter,  6,349; 
1870,  David  Butler,  11,126;  John  H.  Croxton, 
8,648;  1872,  Robert  W.  Furnas,  16,543;  Henry  C. 
Lett,  11,227;  1874,  Silas  Garber,  21,568;  Albert 
Tuxbury,  8,025;  J.  F.  Gardner,  4,059;  J.  S.  Church, 
1,346;  1876,  Silas  Garber,  31,947;  Paren  England, 
17,219;  J.  F.Gardner,  3,022;  scattering,  36;  1878, 
Albinus  Nance,  29,469;  W.  H.  Webster,  13,473; 
Levi  G.  Todd,  9,475;  1880,  Albinus  Nance,  55,237; 
T.  W.  Tipton,  28,167;  0.  T.  B.  Williams,  3,898; 
scattering,  43;  1882,  James  W.  Daws,  43,495;  J. 
Sterling  Morton,  28,562;  E.  P.  Ingersoll,  16,991; 
scattering,  30;  1884,  James  W.  Daws,  72,835;  J. 
S.  Morton,  57,634;  J.  G.  Miller,  3,075;  scattering, 
11;  1886,  John  M.  Thayer,  75,956;  James  E. 
North,  52,656;  H.  H.  Hardy,  8,175;  J.  Burrows, 
1,422;  scattering,  30;  1888,  John  M.  Thayer, 
103,983;  John  A.  McShane,  85,420;  George  E. 
Bigelow,  9,511;  David  Butler,  3,941;  scattering,  10. 

Congressional  candidates  in  the  several  Congres- 
sional districts  at  the  general  elections  in  November, 
1882,  1884,  1886  and  1888,  received  the  following 
votes.  In  the  First  district,  composed  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Cass,  Douglas,  Gage,  Johnson,  Lancaster, 
Nemaha,  Otoe,  Pawnee,  Richardson,  Sarpy  and 
Saunders:  1882,  A.  J.  Weaver  (R),  17,022;  John 
I.  Redick  (D),  12,690;  W.  S.  Gilbert  (P),  3,707; 
1884,  A.  J.  Weaver  (R),  22,644;  Charles  H.  Brown 
(D),  21,669;  E.  J.  O'Neil  (P),  1,024;  1886,  Church 
Howe  (R),  16,373;  John  A.  McShane  (D),  23,396; 
George  Bigelow  (P),  2,876;  1888,  W.  J.  Connell 
(R),  32,926;  J.  S.  Morton  (D),  29,519;  Edwin  B. 
Graham  (P),  2,962;  J.  W.  Edgerton  (U.  L),  G50. 

In  the  Second  district,  composed  of  the  counties 


of  Adams,  Butler,  Chase,  Clay,  Dundy,  Fillmore, 
Furnas,  Franklin,  Frontier,  Gasper,  Hamilton,  Har- 
lan, Hayes,  Hitchcock,  Jefferson,  Kearney,  Nuck- 
olls, Phelps,  Polk,  Red  Willow,  Saline,  Seward, 
Thayer,  Webster  and  York,  in  1882  James  Laird 
(R)  received  12,983  votes;  V.  S.  Moore  (D),  10,012; 
F.  A.  Harman  (D),  3.060;  1884,  James  Laird  (R), 
21,182;  J.  H.  Stickel  (D),  17,650;  B.  Crabb  (P), 
1,176;  1886,  James  Laird  (R),  21,373;  W.  A.  Mc- 
Keighan  (D),  16,315;  C.  S.  Hamson  (P),  3,789; 
1888,  James  Laird  (R),  30,959:  W.  G.  Hastings 
(D),  21,207;  George  Scott  (P),  4,128;  H.  H. 
Rohr(U.  L),  1,590. 

The  Third  district  is  composed  of  the  counties 
of  Antelope,  Blaine,  Boone,  Box  Butte,  Brown,  Buf- 
falo, Burt,  Cedar,  Cheyenne,  Cherry,  Colfax,  Cum- 
ing, Custer,  Dakota,  Dawes,  Dixon,  Dodge,  Dawson, 
Grant,  Greeley,  Garfield,  Hall,  Holt,  Howard, 
Ke3'a  Paha,  Keith,  Knox,  Lincoln,  Logan,  Loup, 
Madison,  Merrick,  Nance,  Perkins,  Pierce,  Platte, 
Sioux,  Sheridan,  Sherman,  Stanton,  Thomas,  Val- 
ley, Washington,  Wayne  and  Wheeler.  The  votes 
cast  in  the  district  have  been,  in  1882,  F.  K.  Valen- 
tine (R),  11,284;  M.  K.  Turner  (D),  7,342;  W.  H. 
Munger(D),  9,932;  1884,  G.  W.  E.  Dorsey  (R), 
25,985;  William  Neville  (D),  20,871;  Albert  Felch 
(P),  572;  1886,  G.  W.  E.  Dorsey  (R),  28,717;  A. 
H.  Webster  (D),  20,943;  W.  J.  Olinger  (P),  2,583; 
1888,  G.  W.  E.  Dorsey  (R),  42,288;  E.  P.  Weath- 
erby  (D),  31,128;  A.  M,  Walling  (P),  2,995;  P.  0. 
Jones  (U.  L),  1,487. 

The  population  of  the  Territory  and  State  of  Ne- 
braska at  the  different  years  mentioned  has  been  as 
follows:  1855,4,494;  1856,  10,716;  1860,  28,841; 
1870,  122,993;  1874,  230,007;  1875,  246,280;  1876, 
257,747;  1878,  313,748;  1880,  452,542;  1885,  740,- 
645.  According  to  the  rate  of  increase  from  1880 
to  1885,  the  population  of  1890  will  be  about 
1,200,000,  though  owing  to  the  increased  facilities 
for  immigraion,  it  may  exceed  that  estimate. 

As  has  been  the  case  in  all  or  nearly  all  newly 
settled  portions  of  America,  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
accompanied  the  pioneer  settlers  to  the  Territory  of 
Nebraska  and  began  preaching  the  Word  of  God; 
and ,  in  proportion  as  the  Territory  and  State  has  in- 
creased in  population,  religious  organizations  have 
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been  established  and  church  edifices  have  been 
erected.  In  several  older  States  the  !Mctlii»lists  and 
Baptists  were,  for  some  j-ears,  the  picnicrr  Cliiistian 
workers;  but  this  cannot  be  said  of  Nebraska,  for, 
with  its  settlement,  side  by  side  with  the  ministers 
of  these  denominations  were  the  preachers  of  the 
Presbyterian.  Cln-istian,  Disciple,  and  other  churches. 

It  is  [irdlialile  tliat  tiie  ruile(|  States  garrison, 
stationed  where  Neliraska  City  now  stands,  was 
favored  with  religious  services  by  a  chaplain  several 
years  before  the  settlement  of  the  Territory  began. 
Early  in  the  spring  of  1854,  Rev.  William  D.  Gage, 
a  Methodist  missionary,  began  regular  preaching  in 
Nebraska  City.  A  frame  "meeting  house"  was 
erected  soon  thereafter.  The  following  year  the 
Methodist  and  Baptist  denominations  each  organized 
a  church  with  several  constituent  members.  The 
first  was  under  the  supervision  of  Rev.  Gage,  and 
the  members  were  Rev.  Gage  himself  and  wife, 
Mattie  Gage,  William  Walker  and  wife,  M.  Ridden 
and  Mrs.  Rowena  Craig.  The  second  was  under 
the  supervision  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Renfro,  and  the  mem- 
bers were  B.  B.  Belcher,  Samuel  Findley,  Edward 
McHenry,  Lucinda  Nuckolls,  Mary  Ann  Belcher, 
Lavison  Cook  and  Caroline  Thomas.  The  same 
year,  1855,  a  church  was  organized  in  Nebraska 
City  by  the  Presbyterians,  under  the  supervision  of 
Revs.  H.  M.  Giltner,  a  missionary,  and  L.  G.  Bell, 
of  Sidney,  Iowa.  The  constituent  members  were 
D.  F.  Jackson  and  wife,  W.  B.  Hall  and  wife,  Mrs. 
Harriet  Anderson,  Mrs.  Mary  Cowles,  Mrs.  Cath- 
arine Cowles,  Miss  Maggie  J.  Martin,  Solomon 
Martin,  David  Martin,  W.  S.  Van  Doren,  Dr.  J.  C. 
Campbell.  Miss  Emily  Lorton,  Miss  Nancy  Pearman 
and  Mrs.  S.  E.  Giltner. 

The  Christian  Church,  organized  in  Brownville  in 
January,  1855,  by  Elder  Joel  M.  Woods,  is  said  to 
have  been  the  first  organized  religious  body  in  the 
Ten-itory,  except  the  Indian  Mission.  In  1858  the 
Methodist  Episcopal,  Congregational,  Presbyterian 
and  Baptist  Churches  each  organized  societies  in 
Brownville.  In  1855,  the  next  year  after  the  site 
of  Omaha  was  settled,  a  religious  awakening  took 
place  there  under  the  preaching  of  Revs.  Koulmer, 
Isaac  F.  Collins,  William  Leach,  Moses  F.  Shinn 
and  Reuben  Gaylord. 


'■  The  latter  was  one  of  the  foremost  and  most 
influential  of  the  holy  men  who  came  into  the  wil- 
derness and  assisted  in  shaping  the  religious  des- 
tiny, not  alone  of  Omaha,  but  of  Nebraska  and 
the  West.  He  was  born  in  the  State  of  Connecticut, 
where  a  mother's  instruction  and  prayers  directed 
his  opening  powers  and  led  to  an  early  cdnserratinn 
to  God.  Upon  his  graduation,  he  passed  twenty 
years  in  Iowa,  laying  the  foundations  of  Ids  <-hureh 
in  that  State,  whence  he  came  to  Omaha  on  a  pros- 
pecting tour.  At  that  time  there  was  no  church  or- 
ganization of  his  denomination,  nor  house  of  wor- 
ship of  any  other  religious  association.  He  imme- 
diately entered  upon  his  duties  as  a  minister,  and 
preached  in  the  old  capitol  building  on  Ninth  Street. 
On  the  first  Sabbath  in  May,  1856,  he  organized  a 
Congregational  Church  witli  nine  members,  holding 
services  in  tlie  iliiiin^-i-ooin  ol'  the  houglas  House. 
He  soon  inaugurated  measures  for  the  erection  of  a 
church  edifice,  which  was  completed  and  dedicated 
in  1857,  and  after  a  service  in  the  pastures  of  the 
Lord  for  nearly  a  third  of  a  century,  he  [)assed 
away.  He  died  in  1880,  respected  as  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  for  his  talents  and  Christian  \iitui's.  not 
more  than  for  his  work  as  a  man  in  pulilie  and  pri- 
vate life." 

' '  Foremost  also  among  those  who  came  in  the 
same  cause  during  1855,  was  the  Rev.  W.  Emmonds, 
of  Council  Bluflfs,  who  enjoys  the  distinction  of 
having  been  the  first  Catholic  clergyman  in  the  Ter- 
ritor}'  of  Nebraska.  He  came  for  the  purpose  of 
attending  to  the  wants  of  tlie  Catliolies  in  Omaha, 
but  finding  no  aet-oiniuodal  ions  fortlie  performaiiee 
of  his  sacred  duties,  he  was  eompelled  to  return  to 
Council  Bluffs,  whither  at  intervals  devout  Catholics 
on  this  side  were  forced  to  repair  to  attend  mass 
and  approach  tlie  sai  laments.  During  the  latter 
part  of  the  year,  it  is  rlairaed  that  mass  was  said  in 
the  Representatix  e  iliauilier  of  the  old  capitol,  while 
others  insist  that  the  services  were  held  at  the  resi- 
dence of  the  Hon.  T.  B.  Cuming,  corner  of  Dodge 
and  Eighteenth  Streets.  Be  this  as  it  may,  no 
church  was  determined  upon  until  June,  1856,  when 
Thomas  O'Connor,  James  Ferry  and  Vincent  Burk- 
ley  were  appointed  a  committee  to  solicit  subscrip- 
tions." — [Andre  is'    History    of    Nebraska.]       The 
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church  edifice,  a  small  liiick  building,  was  erected 
before  the  year  closed. 

In  1855  the  Methodists  held  services  at  Archer, 
the  original  county  seat  of  Richardson  County,  and 
the  same  year  a  class  was  organized  at  the  home  of 
Henry  Shellhorn  on  South  Fork,  in  Pawnee  County. 
Rev.  David  Hart  was  the  pioneer  Methodist  preacher 
in  this  exti-eme  southeastern  part  of  the  State.  Also 
in  1855,  a  Presbyterian  Church  was  organized  at 
Bellevue,  in  Sarpy  County,  by  Rev.  William  Ham- 
ilton. The  following  year  Rev.  I.  E.  Heaton,  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  commenced  preaching 
at  Fremont,  and  in  1857  a  Congregational  and  a 
Methodist  Church  were  organized  at  that  place. 

Prior  to  1854  only  a  few  points  in  the  Territory 
now  composing  the  State  of  Nebraska  had  been 
pei-manently  settled,  and  not  a  sufficient  number  of 
individuals  had  settled  at  any  particular  place  to 
organize  a  church.  But  during  that  and  the  follow- 
ing year  there  seems  to  have  been  a  large  immigra- 
tion to  the  Territory,  and  it  is  remarkable  how 
rapidly  religious  denominations  began  to  organize 
churches.  The  denominations  mentioned  in  the 
foregoing  may  be  considered  the  pioneers  in  inaugu- 
rating Christian  work  in  the  new  Territory.  All  of 
them  have  grown  strong  in  numbers  and  in  property, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  equally  as  strong  in  their  zeal 
to  advance  the  cause  of  Christianity.  In  1857-58, 
especially  in  the  latter  year,  many  new  churches 
mostly  by  the  denominations  mentioned  were  organ- 
ized. But  few  if  any  other  denominations  organ- 
ized spcieties  in  the  Territory  prior  to  1860.  In  this 
year,  on  August  3,  Bishop  Talbot,  of  the  Episcopal 
Church,  held  services  in  Plattsmouth,  and  the  society 
organized  by  him  received  its  regular  supply  the 
following  year  in  the  person  of  Rev.  Isaac  A.  Hager, 
who  commenced  his  work  June  16.  The  St.  James 
Episcopal  Church  of  Bellevue  was  organized  in  1861, 
by  Rev.  I.  A.  Hager.  Services  were  held  at  differ- 
ent points  until  1867,  when  the  name  of  the  society 
was  changed  from  St.  James  to  Holy  Trinity,  and 
the  work  of  erecting  an  edifice  begun.  In  the  fall 
of  1863,  Episcopal  services  were  held  in  Brown- 
ville,  by  Rt.  Rev.  J.  C.  Talbot,  the  second  mission- 
ary bishop  of  the  diocese,  and  a  society  still  exist- 
ing was  organized.     Bishop  Talbot  and  Rev.  0.  C. 


Pake  held  the  first  Episcopal  service  in  Fremont, 
July  14,  1865,  from  which  time  Dr.  Dake  became 
the  settled  pastor.  This  denomination  has  since 
organized  many  societies  throughout  the  State,  and 
become  prominent  in  religious  work.  In  1860 
Roman  Catholic  services  were  first  held  in  Platts- 
mouth, and  the  following  year  a  church  edifice  was 
erected.  In  1868  Bishop  O'Gorman  organized  a 
Roman  Catholic  Church  in  Lincoln,  and  in  1879  the 
church  of  St.  Theresa,  one  of  the  largest  and  hand- 
somest structures  in  the  city,  was  erected.  Many 
Catholic  churches,  especially  in  the  larger  cities  and 
towns  of  the  State,  now  exist,  the  memberships  con- 
sisting largely  of  citizens  from  the  old  country. 

In  1866  a  society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  was  organized  at  Nebraska  Citj-;  but 
as  there  has  only  been  a  sprinkling  of  immigrants 
fi'om  the  South,  this  denomination  has  not  be- 
come prominent  in  the  State.  German  Methodist 
Episcopal,  German  Presbyterian,  Evangelical  Luth- 
eran and  United  Brethren  Churches  have  been  or- 
ganized in  some  of  the  larger  cities.  The  Univer- 
salist  Church  organized  a  society  at  Lincoln,  Sep- 
tember 1,  1870.  Rev.  James  Gorton  was  the  first 
pastor.  Their  chui'ch  building,  completed  in  June, 
1872,  was  the  first  one  erected  in  Nebraska  by  Uni- 
versalists.  There  are  but  few  organizations  of  this 
denomination  within  the  State.  In  a  few  cities  of 
the  State,  where  there  is  a  considerable  population 
of  colored  poeple,  Colored  Methodist,  Colored 
Baptist  and  African  Methodist  Churches  have  been 
established.  At  a  few  points  in  the  State  the  Sev- 
enth Day  Adventists  have  colonized  themselves  and 
organized  and  established  churches;  but  they  are  not 
numerically  strong  throughout  this  locality.  Other 
denominations,  not  herein  named,  have  also  organ- 
ized religious  societies. 

Numerically  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is 
the  strongest  in  Nebraska,  having  at  this  time 
(March,  1890)  a  membership  of  about  35,000.  The 
original  Nebraska  conference  of  this  denomination, 
organized  in  1860,  embraced  all  that  portion  of  the 
State  lying  east  of  the  line  between  Ranges  1 2  and 
13  west.  This  line  forms  the  western  boundary  of 
Webster,  Adams,  Hall,  Howard,  Greeley  and 
Wheeler  Counties.     All   that  portion  of  the  State 
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l3-ing  west  thereof  was  made  a  mission  district.  lu 
1881  ttie  Nebraslva  conference  was  divided  by  the 
Platte  River  from  its  mouth  to  the  line  dividing 
Townships  15  and  16  north;  thence  west  on  this 
line  to  the  point  where  it  again  crosses  the  river; 
thence  up  the  river  to  the  western  boundary  of  the 
conference.  All  lying  south  of  this  line  retained 
the  original  name  "Nebraska  Conference,"  and  all 
lying  north  thereof  was  made  to  constitute  a  new 
conference  by  the  name  of  the  ' '  North  Nebraska 
Conference. "  Since  that  time  the  mission  district, 
above  described,  has  been  erected  into  conference, 
and  named  "West  Nebraska  Conference."  The 
twenty-ninth  session  of  the  Nebraska  Annual  Con- 
ference was  held  at  York,  October  2,  3,  4  and  5, 
1889,  Bishop  John  H.  Vincent,  presiding.  The 
thirtieth  annual  session  of  this  conference  will  be 
held  at  Hastings. 

A  detailed  history  of  individual  church  oi-ganiza- 
tions  will  appear  in  the  count}'  histories. 

The  best  historj'  of  Nebraska  is  found  in  the 
columns  of  the  newspapers  which  were  founded  with 
the  first  settlement  of  the  Territory.  The  history  of 
the  newspapers  of  Nebraska  would  alone  fill  a  vol- 
ume. The  rapid  development  of  the  State  is  due 
largely  to  their  efforts,  and  no  State  in  the  Union 
can  boast  of  a  better  class  of  newspapers  or  a  more 
intelligent  and  enterprising  class  of  publishers. 
The  first  newspaper  published  in  Nebraska  was  the 
Palladium  and  Platte  Valley  Advocate,    issued  on 


November  14,  1854,  by  Thomas  Morton,  D.  E. 
Reed  &  Co.  It  preceded  the  publication  of  the 
Arrow  but  a  few  days,  the  latter  paper  being  issued 
at  Omaha  on  November  28,  1854.  The  Nebraska 
City  News  was  established  in  1855,  with  J.  Sterling 
Morton  at  the  editorial  helm.  As  the  Territory  in- 
creased in  population  the  number  of  newspapers  in- 
creased. Journalism  has  not  only  kept  pace  with 
progi-ess  in  Nebraska,  but  has  actually  preceded  it, 
and  to-day  nearly  every  village  has  its  local  publi- 
cation, while  the  larger  towns  and  cities  support 
from  two  to  twenty  and  more  papers.  The  leading 
daily  papers  of  Omaha  are  the  Bee,  the  "World-Her- 
ald, the  Republican  and  the  Democrat.  These 
papers  will  compare  favorably  with  the  best  daily 
newspapers  of  the  country,  especially  the  Bee,  which 
out>ranks  all  Western  journalistic  efforts.  Lincoln 
has  the  Daily  State  Journal,  Daily  News  and  Daily 
Call.  Fremont  has  two  dailies,  the  Tribune  and  the 
Herald.  The  Express  and  Democrat,  both  dailies, 
are  able  exponents  of  Beatrice.  .  Nebraska  City  has 
the  Daily  Press  and  the  Dailj-  News.  Grand  Island 
supports  the  Dailj'  Independent,  while  Hastings  is 
represented  by  the  Daily  Nebraskan.  Kearney 
gives  a  liberal  support  to  the  Enterprise,  the  Hub 
and  the  Journal,  all  dailies.  Plattsmouth  supports 
two  dailies,  while  Columbus,  York,  Broken  Bow  and 
Red  Cloud  each  boast  of  enterprising  daily  publica- 
tions. The  weekly  publications  of  Nebraska  num- 
lier  into  the  hundreds. 
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"The  past  is  theirs— 
And  we  must  learn 
They  had  no  model, 


j  D  V^IS  County  is  cue  of  the 
(liMsions  of  Nebraska  in 
the  second  tier  of  counties 
noith  of  the  Kansas  line, 
1 20  miles  west  of  the  Mis- 
J"  souii  River.  Its  Coiigres- 
"i^C  sion.il  description  is — 
(iislups  5  (),  7  and  8,  in  Ranges  9, 
11  and  12  west  of  the  sixth  princi- 
meiidian,  almost  midwaj'  between 
and  41  degrees  north  latitude  and 
degiees  and  20  degrees  west  longi- 
The  area  is  576  square  miles 
.U)8  G40  acies.  The  elevation  above 
I  le\el  at  H  insen  is  1,949  feet,  at 
Hastings  1  934  .it  Paulino  1,777,  at  Roseland 
1,969  ;  Holstein  2,011  and  Leroj-  1,860.  The  pop- 
ulation in  1870  was  19;  in  1874,2,694;  in  1875, 
3,093;  in  1876,3.940;  in  1878,5.583;  in  1879, 
8,162;  in  1880,*  10,239;  in  1885,18,002;  while, 
in  1889,  it  was  estimated  at  25,000. 
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-the  future  ours; 
and  teach.  *  * 
but  they  left  us  one." 

lu  1873  the  pioneer  agriculturists  were  firmlj' 
established  and  every  township  gave  evidence  of  its 
possibilities.  There  were  scarcelj'  a  thousand  per- 
sons in  the  fields  of  Adams  County  at  the  time ;  but 
the  news  of  success  of  the  fortunate  ones  soon 
spread  abroad  and,  by  the  spring  of  1874,  over 
1,500  persons  came  to  share  in  the  fortunes  of  the 
pioneers.  All  became  evangelists  of  faith  in  Ne- 
braska and,  notwithstanding  the  difficulty  of  setting 
aside  the  ideas  of  the  "Great  American  Desert," 
inculcated  for  30  years,  and  based  on  the  reports  of 
the  Pathfinder,  Fremont,  the  teachings  of  the  new 
doctrine  were  well  received  and  answered  by  almost 
a  thousand  more  in  1874-75.  Then  the  great  truth 
spread  out  that  Fremont's  desert  lay  west  of  longi- 
tude 23  degrees,  and  his  description,  even  then,  was 
only  applicable  in  part;  for,  when  supplied  with 
water  to  make  up  for  the  limited  rainfall,  that  por- 
tion of  the  State  west  of  longitude  23  degrees  is 
highly  productive  and  its  fecundity  proverbial.  For 
a  thousand  j-ears  its  natural  grasses  have  insured  to 
the  great  herds  of  buffalo  a  pasturage  at  once 
alnindant  and  rich  in  such  parts  as  support  animal 
life,    and,  when  the  humid  region  of   Nebraska  is 
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filled  to  overflowing,  that  section  of  the  State  and 
adjoining  territory,  comprising  100,000,000  acres 
of  arid  lands,  vill  become  the  home  of  industry. 

The  Little  Blue  rises  in  Kearney  County,  but 
the  greater  number  of  its  sources  are  found  in 
Adams  County.  Its  course  in  Nebraska  is  about 
110  miles.  It  receives  the  Big  Sandy  in  Jefferson 
County,  and  flows  into  the  Big  Blue  south  of  the 
State  line.  In  its  beautiful  valley  a  few  of  the  early 
settlements  of  the  State  were  made,  and  in  later 
years  the  sanguinary'  Sioux  enacted  many  of  their 
tragedies  along  its  course.  The  head  streams  of  the 
Little  Blue  give  to  the  greater  portion  of  Adams 
County  many  advantages — except  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Kenesaw,  they  give  a  stream  to  almost  ever}' 
section.  Pawnee,  Sand}',  Thirty-two  Mile  and  Cot- 
tonwood Creeks  are  the  principal  feeders  of  this 
river.  The  northwestern  townships  of  the  county 
are  drained  by  the  Platte,  the  south  channel  of 
which  occupies  the  extreme  northwest  corner.  *  The 
divide  between  the  Republican  and  the  Little  Blue 
is  almost  on  the  line  between  Webster  and  Adams 
Counties. 

The  Chamberlain  well  phenomena,  the  disturl> 
ances  in  the  well  on  the  Jones  farm,  north  of  the 
citj-,  the  escape  of  gas  above  the  village  of  St.  Paul, 
and  the  gas  spring  near  Omaha,  drew  the  attention 
of  the  people  to  the  existence  of  natural  gas  under 
the  prairies. 

One  of  the  most  thorough  explorations  of  strata, 
made  in  Central  Nebraska,  was  begun  in  August, 
1889,  and  completed  to  1,0-10  feet  on  December  6, 
1889,  when  George  Haller,  who  kept  a  record  of 
strata,  reported  to  the  Tribune:  From  125  feet  to 
230  feet  an  extensive  bed  of  sand  and  water  was 
found.  At  230  feet  the  great  bed  of  yellow  ochre 
was  discovered.  By  a  good  many  this  was  thought 
to  be  a  glazier  formation.  At  260  to  270  feet  the 
ochre  began  to  have  a  gray  color.  At  280  feet  a 
light  colored  shale  was  found  with  a  few  thin  streaks 
of  gray  spar.  This  shale  extends  to  a  depth  of  430 
feet,  more  or  less  darker  at  difl'erent  depths.  Here 
a  formation  of  gypsum  and  limestone  was   passed 


*In  early  years  (1850)  there  was  a  small  lake  near  the  great 
trail,  three  miles  northwest  of  Kenesaw.  The  Germans  who 
carried  the  mail  from  the  Missouri  to  Colorado  had  a  camping 
ranch  six  miles  north  ol  Kenesaw,  round  which  grass  was 
abundant. 


through,  it  being  probably  a  foot  and  a  half  thick. 
A  small  flow  of  water  was  then  struck ;  then  the 
shale  again.  It  continued  to  show  small  deposits 
of  iron  pyrites,  and  then  thin  stratas  of  limestone, 
with  occasionally  a  small  streak  of  gray  spar.  This 
formation  continued  until  a  depth  of  805  was  reached, 
but  from  805  to  950  feet  shale  predominated.  Then 
about  seven  feet  of  very  thin  limestone  were  passed 
through ;  then  about  twenty  feet  of  shale  gypsum  ; 
then  about  twenty  feet  of  '-gumbo"  shale.  At  900 
feet  from  five  to  six  feet  of  gypsum,  then  shale,  dry 
spar  and  limestone  until  a  depth  of  925  was  reached. 
Here  a  vein  of  water  and  a  little  sand  were  obsen'ed 
for  the  first  time  after  leaving  the  large  bed  of  sand. 
From  925  to  942^  feet,  at  which  latter  point  the 
great  salt  bed  was  struck,  a  soft  "gumbo"  like 
shale,  getting  softer  near  the  salt.  From  942|-  to 
987^  the  salt  bed.  After  leaving  the  salt,  sand- 
stone was  found.  From  400  feet  down  the  gas 
odor  was  stronger  as  the  distance  increased  until  the 
salt  was  struck.  Another  fact  is  that  more  or  less 
small  pieces  of  iron  pyrites  were  found  aU  the  way 
from  300  to  930  feet.  What  future  boring  may 
develop  is  an  unknown  quantity — the  enterprise  of 
business  men  must  find  it  out — the  scientific  man 
can  only  speculate. 

Joseph  Horgan  discovered  a  large  deposit  of 
calcine  on  his  fann  in  June,  1873. 

The  seasons  are  delightful.  No  killing  frosts 
in  the  spring  are  likely  in  Nebraska  after  April  10, 
and  no  frost  after  May  14  ;  in  the  fall,  during  seven- 
teen years,  the  average  date  of  killing  frosts  is 
October  7  ;  slight  frost,  September  23.  The  hottest 
month  is  July,  the  coldest,  February.  Grass  has 
started  so  as  to  change  the  aspect  of  the  prairie  Iiy 
April  9 ,  and  by  April  29  will  yield  cattle  a  full  sup- 
port. The  cold  weather  begins  in  January  and  con- 
tinues until  April.  On  January  1,  1883,  the  ther- 
mometer registered  8  degrees  below  at  Hastings ;  on 
the  7th,  14th  and  18th  was  at  zero,  while  on  the 
19th  it  was  30  degrees  below;  on  the  20th,  26  de- 
grees, and  21st,  16  degrees  below.  On  January  1, 
1884,  it  was  10  degrees  below,  and  on  the  5th  and 
24th,  18  degrees  below.  It  fell  to  26  degi-ees  on 
January  1,  1885,  to  18  degrees  on  the  16th,  and  to 
22  degi-ees  on  the  19th  and  20th.     On  Januarv  8, 
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1886,  26  degrees  below  were  registered;  on  .the 
16th,  23  degrees;  on  the  9th,  24  degrees,  and  on 
the  16th,  20  degrees  below.  The  mercury  showed 
12  degi-ees  below  on  January  1,  1887;  15  degrees 
on  the  6th,  and  20  degi-ees  on  the  8th  and  9th.  On 
January  1,  1881,  the  mercury  was  6  degrees  below; 
on  the  8th,  12  degrees ;  on  the  12th,  a  blizzard ;  on 
the  13th,  1-t  degrees;  on  the  14th,  20  degrees;  on 
the  15th,  24  degrees,  and  on  the  16th,  12  degrees. 
February  of  1888  was  the  most  temperate  of  all 
Februaries  during  the  six  years  given,  the  mercury 
ranging  from  60  degrees  to  66  degrees  above  for 
several  days ;  but  March  was  the  coldest  March  of 
all  the  j'ears.  Travelers  may  speak  of  the  beautiful 
fall  in  Southern  France  and  along  the  chain  of  the 
Pyrenees ;  but  it  is  very  questionable  if  the  sunshine 
is  of  longer  duration  there  than  in  this  section  of 
Nebraska.  The  fall  of  1880  was  just  simply  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  summer,  and  the  sk}-  a  summer's 
sky.  When  winter  spreads  her  mantle  over  the 
prairies  he  comes  to  stay  for  three  full  months.  He 
is  grim,  of  course,  and  treacherous  ;  but  withall,  this 
Nebraska  winter  clarifies  the  soil,  builds  up  the 
constitution  of  man,  and  cames  with  it  health  to  all 
who  come  here  healthy ;  and,  in  some  cases,  causes 
the  disappearance  of  even  hereditary  disease. 

The  blizzard  of  April,  1873,  came  when  the 
robes  of  winter  had  disappeared,  and  the  pioneers  of 
Adams  were  enjoj-ing  the  first  spring  day  of  that 
year.  Although  a  warm  rain  was  falling,  the  farmers 
were  busy  in  the  fields,  and  the  stock  had  been 
turned  loose  among  the  corn-stalks.  Late  in  the 
afternoon  the  mercurj'  fell,  and  toward  the  close  of 
the  day  a  cold  breeze  sprung  up,  which  suddenly 
changed  into  a  blizzard,  filling  the  air  with  snow 
and  corn-stalks.  A  Mrs.  Brown,  of  the  Independent, 
speaking  of  this  storm  in  1888,  says:  '■  The  tem- 
perature seemed  to  be  falling  at  the  rate  of  forty 
degrees  in  thirty-nine  minutes;  no  one  had  time  to  do 
anything  but  fly  in  doors,  and  before  midnight  one 
of  the  worst  blizzards  that  ever  struck  Nebraska  was 
prevailing  with  a  fury  that  was  frightful  to  contem- 
plate. "  The  story  was  suggested  by  the  blizzard  of 
January  12,  1888,  in  which  Mrs.  Malinda  Chapman 
and  two  children  of  Mrs.  Faust,  of  Turtle  Creek, 
were  frozen  to  death.     The  cyclone  of  April,  1874, 


broke  over  Kenesaw,  closing  a  beautiful  afternoon, 
and  scattering  the  homes  of  the  people.  One  house, 
belonging  to  A.  D.  Williams,  alone  remained  of  the 
little  town,  and  into  this  the  frightened  people  ran 
for  safety.  It  is  related  that  E.  6.  Knapp,  his 
wife,  and  W.  V.  Miller  sought  shelter  in  a  sod 
hen-house  (about  fortj'-five  cubical  feet  in  size)  and 
remained  there  for  seventy-two  hours,  a  can  of 
peaches  and  two  eggs,  picked  up  from  the  debris, 
being  their  only  provision  for  food. 

In  May,  1874,  a  heavy  rain  storm  swept  over 
this  section.  The  wide  prairie  was  unable  to  absorli 
the  volume  of  water,  and  so  it  spread  out  into  a 
shallow  lake,  the  depression  in  which  Kenesaw  is 
located  being  submerged  to  a  depth  of  over  three 
feet.  During  the  thunder  storm  of  April  17,  1880, 
the  house  belonging  to  Thomas  Hughes,  three  miles 
northeast  of  Juniata,  was  destroyed  by  lightning. 
The  wife  of  Eugene  Parnum  was  killed  and  himself 
scorched  by  the  fluid.  The  storm  of  June  25,  1881, 
created  havoc  among  small  buildings  in  and  around 
Juniata,  floral  hall  on  the  agricultural  grounds 
being  entirelj'  destroj-ed.  On  July  11,  1882,  a 
bail  stoi-m  swept  over  the  county  from  a  point  two 
miles  west  of  Hastings.  It  broke  nearly  2,000 
panes  of  glass  in  the  city,  and  in  its  southerly 
course  destroyed  crops  of  all  kinds.  On  July  12, 
1883,  a  similar  storm  swept  a  section  of  country,  two 
miles  north  of  Hastings,  destroying  a  strip  of  crops 
twenty-four  miles  in  length  by  two  in  width,  or 
forty-eight  full  sections.  In  view  of  such  disasters 
the  question  of  organizing  a  hail  insurance  company 
was  raised  in  January,  iss 4.  'I'lir  storm  of  July 
20,  1884,  commenced  north  of  (I rand  Island,  and 
created  havoc  along  its  southwestern  course  at 
Juniata,  Hansen  and  other  places. 

The  leg-bone  of  a  mastodon  was  unearthed  in 
October,  1883,  on  a  farm  belonging  to  the  Nebraska 
Real  Estate  Company.  How  long  since  the  giants 
of  the  wilderness  roamed  over  the  land  ?  What  ani- 
mals did  they  crowd  out  ?  Who  were  their  hunters  ? 
are  all  questions  which  history  cannot  answer.  The 
buflfalo,  moose,  the  antelope  are  the  only  great  ani- 
mals of  this  class  known  to  exist  on  the  prairies 
within  this  historic  period.  Since  the  settlement  of 
Adams  County,   they  have    appeared    at  intervals 
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within  its  boundaries  and  since  its  settlement  the 
last  great  herd  of  buffalo  disappeared  within  a 
circle  of  fire  and  under  showers  of  lead.  In  June, 
1873,  two  buffalo  visited  the  Plank  farm  near  Hast> 
ings,  both  of  which  the  owner  killed.  Prior  to  this 
time,  as  recorded  in  the  historj'  of  Clay  Couutj-,  a 
young  woman  rode  down  and  captured  an  antelope 
in  the  vicinity  of  Spring  Ranche.  During  the  latter 
part  of  January  and  earlj'  in  February,  1890, 
weekl}-  wolf  hunts  formed  the  progi-amme  for  the 
farmers  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

One  of  the  first  and  largest  white  owls  ever  cap- 
tured in  this  country  was  captured  bj-  Frank  Ternow, 
of  Holstein,  in  December,  1889.  It  measured  five 
feet  and  a  half  from  tip  to  tip  of  wing. 

During  the  latter  part  of  July  and  the  first  days 
of  August,  1873,  a  plague  of  insects  descended  on 
the  prairies,  like  a  heavy  cloud  which  obscured  the 
sunlight.  All  vegetation,  save  the  single  prairie 
grasses,  disappeared  before  the  devouring  myriads, 
and  within  two  days  the  grain  fields  were  laid  waste. 
Through  the  efforts  of  the  State  Grange,  the  United 
States  appropriated  $150,000  for  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers,  while  the  States  and  the  cities  contributed 
liberallj'. 

A  local  blacksmith,  it  is  alleged,  guarded  his 
anvil  to  save  it  from  the  "pesky  things."  He  had 
little  faith  in  the  "hoppers."  He  saw  them  eat 
holes  in  axe  handles,  devour  brooms  and  broom 
handles ;  he  witnessed  the  destruction  of  his  fields, 
and  now  was  determined  to  save  his  anvil. 

The  plague  of  locusts  falling  upon  this  country, 
at  a  time  when  the  pioneers  looked  forward  to  a 
harvest  of  plenty,  was  a  gi'eat  disappointment  in- 
deed. Such  a  disaster  would  result  in  an  exodus  in 
almost  any  other  State  ;  but  the  sufferers  had  faith 
in  their  rich  prairie  lands,  and  their  faith  has  since 
been  repeatedly  rewarded  by  rich  harvests  and  years 
free  from  climatic  or  other  disadvantages.  It  is 
true  that,  during  the  fall  of  1889,  the  grain  ware- 
house blockade  and  the  utter  lack  of  transportation 
facilities  for  the  immense  corn  product  of  this  sec- 
tion, caused  some  discontent  and  no  small  loss  to 
the  grain  growers ;  but  under  all  this  manifest  dis- 
affection was  the  consolatorj-  conviction  that  how- 
ever much  other  parts  of  the   world   might  suffer 


from  short  products,  there  was  gi-aiu  enough  for 
millions  still  in  this  prairie  Egypt. 

The  quietest  j-ear  of  the  decade  ending  December 
31,  1889,  was  the  one  just  then  closed.  Summer 
mixed  with  fall  continued  up  to  December  28,  and 
so  disorganized  commercial  circles  a  little ;  but  the 
interest  in  the  lands  of  Adams  County  did  not  abate, 
for  from  January  2  to  December  24,  there  were  no 
less  than  1,597  deeds  to  real  estate  recorded. 

The  first  recorded  exploration  of  the  Platte  Val- 
ley dates  back  to  1739.  During  that  and  the  fol- 
lowing year  Messieurs  Pieri-e  and  Paul  Mallet, 
Philip  Robitaille  and  others  traveled  up  the  valley, 
and  in  1740  reported  to  the  commandant  at  New 
Orleans.  The  Lewis  and  Clarke  and  the  Long  ex- 
peditions followed. 

The  Fremont  expedition  of  1842  reached  the 
Big  Blue  in  longitude  19  degrees,  32  minutes,  35 
seconds  west  of  Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  latitude  39 
degrees,  45  minutes,  8  seconds,  on  June  20.  On 
the  evening  of  the  22d  the  command  camped  on  the 
Little  Blue,  twenty -four  miles  west  of  their  first 
camp  in  Nebraska,  and  next  day  crossed  Sandy 
Creek.  Game  appeared  in  large  numbers,  elk  and 
antelope  coming  to  the  little  hill  tops  to  take  obser- 
vation of  the  visitors.  Col.  Fremont  describes  his 
first  experiences  in  a  Nebraska  rain  storm.  He 
says:  "A  heavy  bank  of  black  clouds  in  the  west 
came  on  us  in  a  storm,  preceded  by  a  violent  wind. 
The  rain  fell  in  such  torrents  that  it  was  difficult  to 
breathe  facing  the  wind ;  the  thunder  rolled  inces- 
santly-, and  the  whole  sky  was  tremulous  with  light- 
ning, now  and  then  illuminated  by  a  blinding  flash, 
succeeded  by  pitchy  darkness." 

Kit  Carson  was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  of  this 
expedition.  On  the  third  or  fourth  night  out  from 
the  fii-st  camp  in  Nebraska,  he  had  the  watch  from 
1 0  P.  M.  to  midnight  with  Brant  and  Benton,  whose 
first  night  on  duty  this  was.  The  stories  of  Indian 
atrocity  and  cunning  had  already  unnerved  the  afore- 
said pair  of  tenderfeet,  and  the  two  hours  of  duty 
imposed  upon  them  was  onl}-  preferable  to  a  sentence 
to  return  home ;  but  necessitj'  drove  them  to  fulfil 
this  duty,  and  afterward  they  accepted  such  duty 
like  veterans.  On  the  fifth  morning  while  proceed- 
ing up  the  valley  of  the  Little  Blue,  objects  were 
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seen  ou  the  opposite  bills  which  disappeared  iu- 
stantl}-.  One  of  the  rear  guard  came  up  rapidlj',  call- 
ing, "Indians!  Indians!"  He  reassured  his  fellow 
travelers  that  twentj'-seven  red-skins  were  within 
view.  The  alarm  drove  every  man  to  prepare  for  a 
liattle,  and  even  Kit  Carson  placed  some  reliance  on 
till'  statement;  for,  mounting  an  unsaddled  horse,  he 
wi'iit  forth  into  the  rolling  prairie  to  scout,  and 
ifturning,  reported  that  the  twentj'-seven  Indians 
had  resolved  themselves  into  six  elk. 

On  the  night  of  June  25,  1842,  Fremont's  part}- 
camped  in  longitude  21  degrees,  22  minutes,  12 
seconds  west  of  Washington,  in  north  latitude  40 
degrees,  26  minutes,  50  seconds,  a  point  about  four 
miles  south  of  the  present  city  of  Hastings,  and 
four  miles  east  of  the  fork  of  the  Blue  where  the 
old  road  left  the  river  for  the  Platte.  No  water 
was  found  on  the  divide.  Antelope  appeared  dur- 
ing the  succeeding  morning  although  an  electric  and 
rain  storm  was  raging.  In  the  Colonel's  report  of 
June  26  he  states:  "Crossing  on  the  way  several 
Pawnee  roads  to  the  Arkansas,  we  reached,  in  about 
twenty-one  miles  from  our  halt  on  the  Blue,  what  is 
called  the  coast  of  the  Nebraska  or  Platte  River. 
This  had  seemed,  in  the  distance,  a  range  of  high 
and  broken  hills;  but  on  a  nearer  approach  was 
found  to  be  elevations  of  forty  to  sixty  feet,  into 
which  the  wind  had  worked  the  sand.  They  were 
covered  with  the  usual  fine  grasses  of  the  country, 
and  bordered  the  eastern  side  of  the  ridge  on  a 
breadth  of  about  two  miles.  Change  of  soil  and 
countrj-  appeared  here  to  have  produced  a  change  in 
vegetation.  Cacti  were  numerous,  and  all  the  plants 
of  the  region  seemed  to  flourish  among  the  warm 
hills.  The  AmorpJia  in  full  bloom  was  remarkable 
for  its  large  and  luxuriant  purple  clusters.  From 
the  foot  of  the  coast,  a  distance  of  two  miles  across 
the  level  bottom  brought  us  to  our  encampment  on 
the  shore  of  the  river,  about  twenty  miles  below  the 
head  of  Grand  Island,  which  lay  extended  before 
us,  covered  with  dense  and  heavy  woods." 

The  Oregon  trail  of  1847-48,  called  the  "Cali- 
fornia Trail "  in  after  years,  was  not  a  common 
roadway  as  the  modern  settler  understands  a  road- 
way. It  was  a  wide  avenue  of  many  tracks,  widen- 
ing out  to  meet  the  requirements  of  fancy  or  neces- 


sity or  confining  itself  to  a  narrow  passage 
some  creek  or  swamp.  This  trail  changed  gi-adually 
from  the  height  of  land  between  the  Big  Sandy  and 
the  Little  Blue  to  the  Eighteen  Mile  Ridge  and  Lit- 
tle Blue  Valley,  which  it  followed  for  sixty  miles, 
when  a  bee  line  for  Fort  Kearney  was  adopted. 
Over  this  trail  the  mud  wagon  trains  of  the  Salt 
Lake  express  were  established  in  1858.  This  ti-ain 
was  drawn  by  a  locomotive  in  the  shape  of  six  mules, 
guided  by  a  driver  and  goaded  by  a  loMpper-up, 
whose  promotion  depended  upon  the  degree  of 
cruelty  which  he  could  reach  in  his  whipping  trade. 
Fortunately  for  the  mules  the  Pike's  Peak  stampede 
came  up  in  1859,  and  the  Salt  Lake  express  being  too 
slow  gave  way  to  Ben  Halladay's  overland  stage 
line  and  pony  express  between  St.  Joseph  and  Sacra- 
mento. Each  department  of  this  service  was  admin- 
istered in  a  business-like  way.  The  pony  express 
route — about  2,000  miles  in  length — was  covered  in 
eight  days.  Each  division  was  100  miles  in  length, 
with  a  depot  at  every  twenty-five  mile  point.  Indian 
ponies  and  courageous  riders,  weighing  about  120 
pounds,  were  emplo3-ed.  The  depots  of  the  Over- 
land Stage  Line  were  arranged  on  the  same  principle  ; 
but  the  heavy  coaches  precluded  the  possibilitj-  of 
making  the  time  of  the  pony  express. 

The  following  facts  related  bj-  H.  G.  Armitage 
are  deserving  of  mention  in  this  chapter :  About 
two  miles  east  of  Kenesaw,  on  the  farm  of  C.  P. 
Mecham,  can  yet  be  seen  the  remains  of  what  is 
called  the  "old  government  well.'  It  was  dug  100 
feet  deep  and  curbed  with  logs  hauled  from  the  Lit- 
tle Blue.  Although  dug  in  the  "days  of  '49,"  it 
was  still  in  good  state  of  preservation  when  the  first 
settlers  came  into  the  country.  This  well  has  a  his- 
torj'  in  connection  with  a  ' '  lone  grave "  three  miles 
northwest  of  Kenesaw,  where  the  old  "overland" 
trail  comes  out  of  the  bluffs  into  the  Platte  River 
Valley.  The  grave  is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile 
east  of  the  old  trail  on  the  north  side  of  a  little 
hillock.  A  marble  headstone  marks  the  spot,  upon 
which  is  the  following  inscription,  ' '  Sacred  to  the 
memorj'  of  Mrs.  Susan  C.  Haile,  of  Lafayette  Coun- 
tj-,  Mo.,  who  died  June — ,  1852,  aged . " 

The  so-called  "  government  well "  was  dug  by  a 
party  for  the  purpose  of  selling  water  to  thirsty  trav- 
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elers  as  they  were  passing  over  this  divide  between 
the  Little  Blue  and  Platte  Rivers,  a  distance  of 
about  twenty  miles.  After  leaving  the  Little  Blue, 
travelers  usually  made  it  to  this  well  at  about  noon. 
From  an  old  "  49er  "  it  is  learned  that  the  proprie- 
tor of  this  well  was  massacred  one  morning  b}-  the 
Indians,  and  the  well  poisoned.  Mr.  Haile  and  his 
wife  passing  along  the  trail  a  few  daj'S  afterward 
used  of  the  water  and  both  became  violently  sick. 
They  succeeded,  however,  in  getting  as  far  on  their 
way  as  where  the  "lone  grave"  is  found.  Mr. 
Haile  recovered,  but  his  wife  died  in  the  night.  The 
next  morning  Haile  took  off  his  wagon-box,  and 
making  a  coffin  from  it  buried  his  wife.  He  then 
drove  back  to  Omaha,  procured  the  marble  head- 
stone, brought  it  back  and  marked  the  long  and 
lonely  resting  place  of  his  departed  companion. 

Indian  ti-eaties  were  made  with  the  Otoes,  Mis- 
souris,  lowas  and  Pawnees,  by  the  officers  of  the 
Missouri  For  Company,  as  early  as  1809.  On  Jan- 
uary 5,  1812,  a  treaty  between  the  United  States 
and  the  Pawnees  was  negotiated;  on  December  26, 
1815,  the  Mahas  and  lowas  ratified  a  talk  held  dur- 
ing the  year.  Two  years  later  the  Otoes  ratified  a 
treat}';  while  on  January  7,  1819,  a  treaty  with  the. 
Grand  Pawnees  and  Noisy  Pawnees  was  negotiated, 
and  on  January  17,  1819,  the  Republican  Pawnees 
entered  into  treaties  of  peace  with  the  young  repub- 
lic. Benjamin  O'Fallon  was  the  prime  agent  of  the 
United  States  in  the  negotiations.  December  30, 
1825,  the  Kansas  ti'ibe  ceded  a  large  tract  of  terri- 
tory here,  and  on  April  12,  1834,  the  Grand  Paw- 
nees, Pawnee  Loups,  Republican  Pawnees  and 
Pawnee  Tappaye  (then  residing  on  the  Platte  and 
Loup  Fork)  ceded  all  their  ten-itory  south  of  the 
Platte  River.  The  latter  treaty  was  rendered  easy 
of  negotiation  by  the  fact  that,  in  1832,  the  ten-ible 
epidemic,  small-pox,  earned  away  the  Pawnees  and 
other  Indians  of  this  section  in  large  numbers,  while 
the  Delawares  destroyed  their  town  on  the  Republi- 
can River  and  killed  hundreds  of  the  residents.  In 
1833  the  remnant  of  this  once  great  tribe  moved 
north  of  the  Platte,  where  they  were  found  when  the 
Congi-essional  act  of  June  30,  1834,  designated  Ne- 
braska as  Indian  Territory. 

The    Sioux,    Cheyennes    and    Pawnees   may    be 


termed  the  original  inhabitants  of  this  section, 
within  the  historic  period  at  least — the  Sioux  inhab- 
iting the  plains  at  will.  Through  it  passed  the  Fre- 
mont ti-ail  of  later  days ;  but  owing  to  the  fact  that 
Fort  Kearney  was  only  forty  miles  away,  the  sav- 
ages held  aloof  from  this  section  when  in  war  paint, 
except  during  the  Civil  War,  and  especially  in  1864, 
when  the  general  attack  along  the  trail  was  carried 
out.  Evidences  of  a  massacre  were  observed  four 
miles  south  of  Juniata  some  years  ago  ;  while  in  the 
fall  of  1870,  four  of  the  five  emigrants,  forming  a 
little  party,  were  killed  by  the  savages.  In  the  his- 
tory of  Clay  County  the  story  of  the  attack  on 
Spring  Ranche  and  other  points  bordering  on  the 
present  county  of  Adams,  is  related  at  length  from 
the  reminiscences  of  James  Bainter. 

Mr.  Bainter  relates  the  following  anecdote: 
"Early  in  the  spring  of  1866  a  man  named  Cline 
and  mj-self  were  trapping  near  where  Ayr  now 
stands,  in  what  is  known  as  Fleming's  gi'ove.  One 
morning,  while  cooking  breakfast,  two  Sioux  ap- 
peared, and  asked  for  something  to  eat.  After 
finishing  the  meal  they  began  packing  our  furs  and, 
putting  them  on  my  pony,  started  off  with  our  proi> 
erty.  I  made  up  my  mind  not  to  submit  to  it,  and , 
as  I  had  just  taken  from  the  Dutch  oven  a  hot  cake, 
I  concealed  a  knife  therein  and  followed  them. 
Near  the  camp  was  an  icj'  place,  and  round  it  the 
Indian,  leading  my  ponj',  went,  while  the  other  went 
sti-aight  across.  Thus  they  lost  sight  of  each  other. 
I  had  nearly  overtaken  the  one  with  the  pony  when 
I  made  a  slight  noise  and  he  turned  and  stopped. 
As  I  came  up  to  him,  I  offered  the  bread,  which, 
with  a  sardonic  grin,  he  reached  to  take,  and,  as  he 
did  so,  I  di-ew  my  knife  and  sti-uck  him  with  it. 
As  he  fell  I  struck  him  across  the  throat  and  killed 
him  without  attracting  the  attention  of  his  com- 
panion. I  followed  Indian  number  two,  and  before 
he  was  aware  of  my  presence  shot  him  dead,  and 
thus  saved  our  furs  and  my  pony.  " 

For  the  purposes  of  this  chapter  the  following 
memoir  of  Mortimer  N.  Kress,  the  actual  pioneer  of 
the  county,  is  given.  The  story  is  based  on  his  own 
relation  of  names  and  events. 

Mortimer  N.  Kress,  or  Bill  Kress,  as  he  was 
sometimes  called  by  companions  or  friends,  in  the 
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earlj-  days  when  the  State  of  Nebraska  was  one  vast 
wilderness — was  born  in  Lycoming  Count3',  Pa., 
near  Williamsport,  in  1841.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  thirteen  children  forming  the  family  of  George 
and  Eliza  (Dunlap)  Kress.  His  father,  a  native  of 
the  United  States,  was  born  in  1799.  He  followed 
farming,  and  was  a  successful  business  man  until 
his  death  in  1873.  The  senior  Mrs.  Kress  died  in 
lS4i;,  leaving  Mortimer,  the  youngest  son,  who 
then  was  only  five  years  old,  an  orphan.  He  had 
some  schooling  up  to  the  age  of  eleven  years,  when 
he  took  a  notion  to  see  some  of  the  world.  He  was 
thrown  on  his  own  resources  mostly,  and  while  still 
young  saw  a  great  deal  of  life.  He  enlisted  in 
1861,  in  answer  to  the  first  call,  in  Company  E,  First 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Col.  George  Bayard, 
and  served  under  Fremont  in  what  was  common!}' 
known  as  the  Army  of  Virginia.  He  was  in  all  the 
battles  after  Bull  Run  fought  by  the  eastern  army. 
His  regiment  traveled  4,500  miles  while  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  he  was  all  the  way  with  Sheridan  on  his 
raid,  and  on  June  9,  1863,  was  injured  at  Brandy 
Station,  receiving  a  sabre  wound  in  the  shoulder. 
He  remained  with  his  company,  and  during  the  day 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  escaped  three  times.  The 
sabre  wound  proved  to  be  serious,  but  he  still  con- 
tinued with  the  company  until  he  received  his  dis- 
charge, in  December,  1864.  He  offered  to  remain 
with  the  reorganized  company,  but  exposure  and 
hard  fighting  had  so  militated  against  his  health 
that  he  was  not  received. 

Returning  to  the  place  of  his  youth,  the  old 
home  in  Lycoming  County,  Pa. ,  he  remained  a  few 
months,  and  in  the  spring  of  1865,  being  of  an 
active  nature,  moved  westward  and  located  at  Den- 
ver, Col.,  where  he  stopped  a  short  time.  There 
his  life  as  a  plainsman  and  trapper  commenced. 
Mr.  Kress  passed  over  what  is  now  Adams  County 
iu  1865.  The  plains  Scemed  to  be  his  home;  he 
loved  them  and  thej'  agi-eed  with  him,  even  as  well 
as  did  most  of  his  friends  and  acquaintances.  Mr. 
Kress  was  a  young,  active  men — few  men  on  the 
plains  were  his  equal  at  anything  he  undertook  to 
do.  He  had  a  good,  strong  constitutiorf  and  a  large 
amount  of  native  pluck.  In  following  the  life  of  a 
trapper  he  traveled  all  over  the  western  country.      In 


the  spring  of  1867  he  was  through  this  section  of  the 
State  and  at  Thirty-two  Mile  Creek,  the  supposed  site 
of  the  great  Indian  massacre,  was  told  of  a  man  be- 
ing found  dead  there,  but  states  there  is  no  reason 
to  suppose  any  wholesale  slaughter  occurred  at  that 
place,  as  is  reported.  Subsequently  he  went  all 
over  the  State,  and  through  Kansas,  Colorado,  In- 
dian Territory  and  Texas.  In  these  various  locali- 
ties he  mingled  with  the  difl'erent  tribes  of  Indians, 
and  became  familiar  with  each  language,  and  was 
engaged  in  trading  with  them  a  great  part  of  the 
time.  Traffic  with  the  Indians  proved  to  be  a  busi- 
ness that  had  some  profit,  for  at  times  he  would 
accumulate  a  large  amount  of  money,  that  was  in- 
vested in  some  venture.  During  his  wanderings  he 
found  the  Republican  River  to  be  a  good  trapping- 
gi-ound,  and  located  there.  While  engaged  at  that 
business  he  became  acquainted  with  M.  J.  Fonts 
(California  Joe),  they  later  hunting  and  trapping 
together.  In  1869,  while  looking  for  some  stray 
mules  he  had  lost,  Mr.  Kress  wandered  into  Adams 
County.  He  admired  the  country  for  several  reasons ; 
it  would  give  him  a  home  near  to  his  field  of  action, 
and  as  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  home  somewhere 
for  the  summer  months,  he  concluded  to  take  up  a 
claim  in  Adams  County.  He  went  back  and  in- 
formed his  companion  of  the  intention,  and  they  in 
company  came  and  located  claims  in  Little  Blue 
Township,  the  claim  of  Mr.  Kress  being  on  what  is 
now  Section  13,  Township  5,  Range  9.  It  is  still 
owned  by  him.  M.  J.  Fonts  also  settled  on  the 
same  section.  At  the  time  of  their  location  there 
were  no  settlers  in  what  is  now  this  county.  The 
county  took  in  haK  of  what  is  now  Hall  County,  and 
a  few  men  had  chosen  sites  up  Thirty-two  Mile 
Creek,  in  the  latter  county.  After  settling,  Mr. 
Kress  went  to  take  out  his  papers  for  the  claim,  and 
found  that,  aside  from  Fouts'  and  his,  onl}-  two  en- 
tries had  been  made,  his  numbering  the  fourth  in 
the  county.  In  the  winter  of  1869  and  spring  of 
1870  Kress  built  a  hewed  log-house.  He  commenced 
to  improve  his  claim,  and  in  1870  turned  over  fifty 
acres  of  sod,  and  had  it  well  stocked.  The  summer 
of  1870  he  remained  on  the  claim  and  farmed.  In 
the  winter  he  engaged  in  trapping  on  the  Republican 
River.      He  found  it  very  profitable  as  well  as  en- 


^. 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


jo3-able  emploj-ment,  his  yearly  income  from  wolf 
pelts  amounting  to  a  lai-ge  sum.  In  the  winter, 
leaving  his  ranch  in  charge  of  a  man  employed  to 
look  after  his  stock,  it  was  his  custom  to  go  to  the 
Republican  River,  there  staying  and  hunting  buflfalo, 
deer,  antelope,  and  trap  the  wolves,  otter,  beaver 
and  mink.  Some  of  these  trips  took  him  a  long 
way  from  home.  He  led  the  life  of  a  scout  and 
hunter  from  his  first  settlement  in  the  county  until 
1880,  sometimes  absenting  himself  from  this  region 
a  number  of  months.  On  one  of  these  occasions  he 
drove  from  Texas,  and  never  a  day  passed  that  he 
did  not  see  and  talk  with  some  of  his  former  acquaint- 
ances or  border  friends.  He  was  scouting  on  Big 
Piney  Creek  when  Fort  Kearney  was  built,  and 
assisted  in  its  construction.  Mr.  Kress  acted  as 
scout  for  Gen.  Miles  and  Gen.  MeKenzie  in  1874. 
In  the  early  spring  of  187.3  the  country  was 
aroused  by  the  report  that  the  Indians  were  coming 
down  to  take  the  life  of  Wild  Bill,  who  was  then  at 
his  claim  in  Little  Blue  Township,  for  the  shoots 
ing  of  Whistler,  the  chief  of  the  Sioux.  The  in- 
habitants of  the  county  were  much  alarmed,  and 
some  of  them  threatened  to  hang  Bill  if  they  could 
find  him.  All  this  time  Bill  was  on  friendly  terms 
with  the  Indians,  and  was  in  no  danger,  although 
circumstances  did  point  rather  stronglj-  against  him. 
The  story  in  effect  is  as  follows:  In  the  spring  of 
1873,  Bill  was  camped  on  the  Republican  River 
trapping,  when  he  fell  in  with  one  named  Jack  Ral- 
ston. The  latter  was  a  man  of  good  education,  and 
had  been  on  the  successful  side  of  life  at  one  time ; 
but  becoming  too  familiar  with  the  bottle,  he  had 
chosen  to  remove  to  the  wild  west  to  reform.  Bill 
took  him  in  and  shared  his  gains  with  him.  One  day 
about  the  latter  part  of  March,  Bill  and  his  com- 
panion crossed  the  river,  and  while  hunting  in  the 
timber  came  upon  a  dead  mule.  Shortly  after  two 
Indian  ponies  were  found,  which  they  took  with 
them  over  the  river  to  camp.  A  few  days  later,  the 
weather  being  cold  and  wet  and  the  two  companions 
having  just  finished  their  evening  meal,  three  In- 
dians came  into  their  camp,  and  asked  for  food  and 
lodging.  Bill  offered  them  the  remains  of  the  sup- 
per, pancakes,  cold  meat  and  coffee.  But  Ralston 
being  of  a  somewhat  kind  nature,  wanted  to  enter- 


tain them  more  royallj-  and  give  them  a  hot  supper. 
Bill  knew  that  the  supply  of  coffee  and  sugar  and 
salt  would  not  last  but  a  few  days,  and  not  wishing 
to  run  short,  differed  from  him.  The  difficulty 
ended  in  Ralston  being  kicked  out  of  the  camp.  He 
took  one  of  the  ponies  and  went  to  some  of  the  small 
trading  places  in  the  upper  part  of  the  countj-,  and 
there  traded  the  pony  for  a  plug  of  tobacco,  a  square 
meal  and  a  half  gallon  of  good  old  whiskj',  which 
was  too  freely  imbibed,  with  the  result  that  he  told 
a  very  nice  story  about  Bill  and  himself  killing  the 
three  Indians  who  had  come  into  their  camp.  At 
about  this  time  Whistler  was  killed,  and  one  of  the 
ponies  proved  to  be  his.  Suspicion  was  naturally 
attached  to  Mr.  Kress.  Ralston  could  not  be  found. 
Kress  was  not  arrested,  and  the  Indians  did  not 
make  any  attempt  to  kill  him.  In  fact.  Snow 
Flake,  who  took  Whistler's  place,  thanked  him  for 
the  favor  he  supposed  he  had  done  him.  Mr.  Kress 
was  elected  or  appointed  constable  in  the  early  days 
before  the  county  was  organized,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  while  at  home. 

The  first  deaths  that  occuiTed  in  Adams  County 
were  two  parties  named  Bobbins  and  Lumos,  young 
men  who  settled  in  1870  on  the  Blue,  and  the  same 
year  were  killed  by  a  man  alleged  to  be  Jake 
Haynes.  There  was  no  doubt  of  the  fact  that 
Haynes  did  the  work,  but  he  was  cleared,  and  a  few 
weeks  later  was  hung  for  stealing  a  mule  in  Kansas. 

In  1873  the  first  load  of  grain  was  taken  to 
Hastings  to  market — wheat  raised  by  W.  S.  Mont. 
Kress  had  brought  wheat  into  the  county  for  seed, 
and  raised  the  first  crop,  though  this  was  not 
marketed.  The  first  couple  who  were  married  after 
settling  in  the  county  were  Ebeu  Wright  and  Susan 
Gates.  Mr.  Kress  took  them  to  Grand  Island  on 
October  10,  1870,  where  the  ceremony  was  per- 
formed. The  first  mamage  in  the  county  proper 
by  a  white  man  was  Roderic  Lomas  and  Lila  War- 
wick, married  by  her  father,  John  Warwick,  who 
also  preached  the  first  sermon  in  Mr.  Kress'  log 
house  in  1870. 

The  first  birth  was  a  child  born  to  Frank  Lucy 
and  wife  in  the  spring  of  1870.  A  man  b}-  the 
name  of  Cecil  started  a  small  general  supplj-  store 
m  1871  on  the  Blue,  in  Little  Blue  Township.      Mr. 
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Kress  shot  his  last  buffalo  in  Adams  County  in  1873, 
but  up  to  1880  continued  to  hunt  in  the  Republican 
Valley. 

California  Joe,  or  Jerome  Fonts,  and  Mortimer 
Kress,  settled  in  Adams  County  in  1864  and  1867, 
respeetivel}^,  and  on  March  5,  1870,  located  claims 
in  the  southeast  part  of  the  county,  where  they  re- 
mained for  about  three  years  when  they  resumed 
scouting,  but  later  returned  to  their  lands.  In  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1870  there  came  thither  among 
others — Charles  Mont,  James  Bainter,  (referred  to 
in  the  historj-  of  Clay  County),  Charles  Bird,  W.  S. 
Mont,  J.  W.  King,  Charles  and  Volney  Jones,  S. 
L.  Brass,  Isaac  Stark,  the  Ballous,  and  Titus  Bab- 
cock  and  others,  named  in  the  history  of  Juniata. 

Mr.  Fonts,  who  as  stated  homesteaded  160  acres 
on  Section  11,  of  Little  Blue  Township,  was  born  in 
Hancock  County,  111. ,  in  18-48,  the  oldest  of  seven 
children  of  David  and  Emaline  (Perry)  Fonts,  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maine,  respectively.  The  former 
when  a  young  man  located  in  Illinois,  but  in  1852 
went  to  California,  settling  at  Cloverdale,  whence 
he  removed  to  Seattle,  Wash.,  his  present  home,  his 
wife  having  died  in  California  in  1877.  In  1863 
Jerome  enlisted  in  the  First  Nevada  Cavalry,  took 
part  in  the  Indian  warfare,  and  after  two  years  and 
eight  months  of  service  was  discharged  at  Camp 
Douglass,  Utah.  His  subsequent  history  partakes 
largely  of  experiences  on  the  plains;  hunting,  trap- 
ping, fighting  the  savages,  frontier  life  in  all  its 
phases  have  combined  to  make  him  a  sturdy  son  of 
the  West.  His  wife,  foi-merly  Maria  Wiswell,  has 
borne  six  children.  As  one  of  Adams'  first  settlers 
Mr.  Fouts  is  well  and  favorably  known. 

F.  iM.  Luey,  who  entered  his  homestead  on  the 
Little  Blue,  March  5,  1870,  claims  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  first  homesteader  of  Adams  County.  J.  R. 
Carter,  of  Little  Blue,  was  the  third  person  to  settle 
in  Adams  County,  September,  1870,  and  his  wife, 
Elizabeth,  was  the  first  white  woman  who  ever  made 
a  home  here.  In  October  they  saw  their  first  vis- 
itors— two  men  who  stayed  with  them  that  night, 
next  day  went  on  their  claim  and  next  night  were 
murdered  by  white  murderers — as  stated  in  the  rem- 
iniscences of  Mr.  Kress.  On  the  authority  of  a 
statement  made  in  February,  1884,  by  Rev.  J.  AV, 


Warwick,  it  is  said  that  William  H.  Kress,  who 
resided  on  Section  10,  Township  5,  Range  9,  was 
the  first  settler  who  died  in  Adams  County  and 
received  Christian  burial.  This  occun-ed  in  the  fall 
of  1871.  Mrs.  Eliza  (Warwick)  Knoll  was  the  first 
person  married  here,  Rev.  Warwick  officiating.  The 
first  deed  recorded  in  Adams  County  was  that  by 
John  and  Margaret  Stark,  to  Charles  F.  Morse, 
dated  October  31,  1S71,  conveying  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  12,  Township  7,  Range  11,  in 
consideration  of  $500. 

The  list  of  personal  property  owners  and  polls 
in  the  year  1872,  with  the  amount  of  assessment 
in  each  case,  is  as  follows:  Edwin  M.  Allen;*  E. 
N.  Adams,  $125;  Pliny  Allen,  $150;  Paul  Abney, 
$175;  Louis  Abney,  $140;  Adna  H.  Bowen,  as- 
sessed $1,800  for  120  lots  at  Juniata,  and  Titus 
Babcock,  $15  for  one  lot,  the  tax  per  lot  being 
$2.79;  C.  C.  and  R.  D.  Babcock,  four  lots  and 
other  property  valued  at  $510;  Titus  Babcock, 
$200;  Peter  H.  Babcock,  $200;  Austin  Banker;* 
John  W.  Bradner;*  William  Bahl;*  George  Bea- 
man,  $175;  Stephen  B.  Bonfield,  $125;  H.  H. 
Ballon,  $95  ;  Judson  Burwell,  $130;  G.  W.  Briggs, 
$350;  Nathan  L.  Brass,  $165;  Samuel  L.  Brass 
(128  lots  at  Juniata  were  assessed  $15  each,  yield- 
ing a  tax  of  $2.79),  $75;  Charles  Bird,  $125; 
James  Beasley,  $200;  J.  H.  Bachman,  $165;  An- 
drew Clute,  $150  ;  John  S.  Chandler,  $210  ;  Charles 
M.  Cranson;*  John  Clarkson,  $125;  George  Carr, 
$50 ;  James  Carr,  $5 ;  W.  W.  Camp,  $140  ;  C.  H. 
Chapman,  $510;  I.  R.  Carter,  $246  ;  John  B.  Cecil, 
$316;  Jacob  Calhoun,  $228;  H.  A.  DeWolf;*  H. 
A.  Dean,  $10;  William  Derrick,  $5;  Ira  G.  Dillon, 
$50;  R.  K.  Daily,  $601;  James  Donaldson,  $5;  P. 
Duncan,  $390;  F.  Ernest,  $255;  G.  Edgerton, 
$800;  Thomas  Fleming,  $234;  Wilkinson  Farrar, 
$200 ;  William  Gardner,  $5  ;  A.  T.  Gales,  $383 ; 
J.  T.  Gault,  $210  ;  S.  P.  Howland,  $50  ;  John  Hur- 
son;*  N.  B.  Hamp,  $110;  Joseph  Hopkins,  $20; 
J.  H.  Hummel,  $105  ;  William  A.  Henderson  &  Co. , 
$400;  George  Henderson,  $150;  Orland  Hudson  ;  * 
John  Huston,  $240  ;  Joseph  Horgan,  $20  ;  Simeon 
Johnson,  $105;  William  J.  Jones  &Co.,  $190;  J. 
M.  Jacobson,  $700,  and  one  lot  at  Juniata ;  Thomas 
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Johnson  ;  *  J.  W.  Keatley,  $75  ;  Charles  Kilbuni ;  * 
E.  S.  Knapp,  $120;  W.  L.  Kemp,  $155 ;  William 
Kelley,  $225;  L.  G.  King,  $185;  Lewis  Keith. 
$320;  William  Kress,  $280;  George  Kucler,  $5; 
R.  S.  Langle}',  $135;  M.  C.  Lintlsey;*  William 
Lawden,  $125;  F.  Lenbye,  $10  ;  John  G.  Moore, 
$125;  Walter  Meeklin,  $50;  Isaac  Mattie,  $260; 
John  JI.  3Ieyer,  $50  ;  Clark  S.  Morrison  ;  *  Henry 
McKelva,  $20;  D.  Monroe,  Jr.;*  M.  McKenzie;* 
Joseph  Meeklin,  $245;  James  MeCleary,  $35;  H. 
B.  Munson,  $445;  W.  S.  Moote,  $178;  A.  T. 
Matheson ;  *  Charles  Muntz,  $20;  Robert  Mason, 
$110;  John  Avery,  $288;  H.  J.  Parkin,  $145; 
John  Plank,  $140;  N.  G.  Piatt;*  C.  Peters,  $75; 
Albert  D.  Rust;*  George  Robbing,  $175;  Oliver  C. 
Rogers,  $180;  J.  W.  Roby,  $180;  B.  E.  Swift, 
$20;  Ezra  Shaw;*  Henry  Skinner,  $105  ;  Jacob  A. 
Swift,  $130 ;  D.  E.  Salsbury-,  $55  ;  Frank  Salsbury, 
$55;  Isaac  W.  Stark;  $140;  John  Stark,  $95; 
Menzo  Snyder ;  *  John  Skinner,  $125  ;  William  Sten- 
house ;  *  James  H.  Sweeting,  $75 ;  Isaiah  Sluyter, 
$25;  Simeon  Sinclair;*  James  Sinclair;*  W.  W. 
Sellick,  $282;  A.  M.  Sachem;*  John  F.  Shafer, 
$423;  Milton  Scott,  $722;  Edmund  Spelckner, 
$125;  A.  M.  Suckett;*  B.  H.  Scott;*  Thomas 
Tisit,  $50;  Thomas  B.  Wilks;*  George  Wilks;* 
Robert  Wright;*  William  White;*  Thomas  E. 
Watts,  $125;  Amos  Wetherby,  $5;  E.  Wyatt;* 
Eben  Wright,  $95;  D.  L.  Winters,  $206;  C.  W. 
Wilson,  $260 ;  W.  M.  West,  $861 ;  John  Woods, 
$160;  M.  Wilson,  $35;  William  Wallace,  $125; 
and  John  Yager,  $150. 

Lots  were  assessed  at  $15  each,  and  a  tax  of 
$2.79  levied  on  each  lot.  A  poll  tax  of  $2.00  on 
each  male  inhabitant  of  legal  age  was  also  levied, 
and  the  dog  tax  amounted  to  $54,  the  total  tax  on 
personal  property  levied  being  $978.06. 

Charles  F.  Morse's  1,063  lots  in  Juniata  village 
were  assessed  $15,945,  and  his  308  acres  in  Section 
12,  Township  7,  Range  11,  $6,160,  on  which 
amounts  a  tax  of  $1,658.06  was  levied. 

The  acreage  of  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road lands  was  105,423,  valued  at  $3,200  per  640 
acres,  and  assessed  at  $74.40  per  section.  The 
Union  Pacific  Company  claimed  72.270  acres  in  this 


county,  valued  and  taxed  the  same  as  the  Burlington 
&  Missoui-i  River  Railroad  lands. 

In  1873  the  Eastern  Land  Association's  lots  at 
Juniata  were  assessed  at  $10  each  and  a  levy  of 
$4. 05^  cents  made  on  each.  The  lots  were  assessed 
to  Morse  in  1872.  The  Association's  lots  at  old  In- 
land numbered  528,  assessed  at  $3  each,  on  which  a 
tax  of  $1.35  each  was  levied.  At  Kenesaw  the 
same  association  had  334  lots,  valued  at  $3  each,  on 
which  a  tax  of  $1.24  each  was  levied.  The  Hastings 
Town  Company's  lots  were  assessed  for  the  first 
time  in  1873.  Their  thu-t\-three  blocks  containing 
about  500  lots  were  assessed  variously,  also  16^  sec- 
tions in  Township  5,  Range  9,  and  721  miles  of  rail- 
road in  Denver  precinct. 

Personal  property  was  first  assessed  in  Silver 
Lake,  as  a  precinct,  in  1874.  Among  the  names  of 
tax-payers  that  year  are  S.  E.  Blesh,  J.  M.  Black- 
ledge,  N.  D.  Blackley,  E.  M.  Beach,  J.  R.  Chap- 
man, M.  V.  Hatfield,  A.  and  R.  Hohlfeldt,  W.  S. 
Milner,  Jacob  Morgan,  Benj.  Morgan,  J.  B.  Roscoe, 
W.  W.  Philleo,  W.  H.  Shaw,  J.  D.  Van  Houten,  H. 
A.  Wilson,  J.  C.  Wilson,  John  Wade,  Henry  Wade 
and  Daniel  Wilson. 

In  Juniata  precinct  in  1874  were  the  persons 
named  in  the  list  of  1872  with  J.  R.  Royce,  James 
Laird,  A.  H.  Brown  &  Brother,  W.  S.  Bonebrake, 
J.  P.  Conger,  Fred  Cook,  John  Corven,  T.  N.  Crit- 
tenden, James  Clark,  W.  B.  Cushing,  William  Cal- 
ler, William  Doolittle,  George  Demster,  William  Der- 
rick, Hilbry  Dean,  D.  L.  Eagle,  Peter  Fowlie,  Sam 
Fancher,  W.  H.  Gardner,  Harris,  Freeman  &  Co., 
F.  Henry,  E.  A.  Haselton,  F.  H.  Hall,  D.  H. 
Holmes,  William  and  Ned  Hodgson,  Ransom  House, 
T.  I.  Howard,  George  Henderson,  Niles  Johnson, 
C.  R.  Jones,  M.  B.  Kelley,  T.  and  W.  L.  Kemp, 
Peter  Lawson,  Larkin  Brothers,  J.  G.  Moore,  C.  B. 
and  W.  A.  Moorehouse,  James  Norrish,  William 
Norton,  James  Patterson,  Orlando  Stiver,  J.  H.  and 
W.  Skinner,  S.  J.  Shulej',  J.  E.  Smith,  William 
Tivedale,  Job  Tanner,  Myron  Van  Fleet,  A.  E. 
Wells,  W.  H.  White,  William  Woolman,  L  D. 
Wadsworth,  Ezra  Warren  and  R.  Wood. 

The  persons  assessed  in  Kenesaw  in  1874  were 
E.  N.  Adams,  C.  D.  Bennett,  James  Cockley,  L. 
Cline,  S.  M.  and  G.   J.   Holman,   S.   K.   and  H.  C. 
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Humbert,  Josiah  Hodges,  John  S.  Jewell,  John 
Kent,  Oscar  Kent,  M.  W.  Knapp,  E.  H.  Blacklin, 
Samuel  Min,  Miller  &  Knapp,  W.  Parmenter,  C. 
Peters,  J.  T.  Raglan,  James  H.  Rockafellow,  G.  L. 
and  J.  W.  Stine,  0.  W.  and  F.  B.  Spellman,  David 
Shattuck,  G-eorge  Spindler,  G.  B.  Staples,  William 
Shultz,  F.  R.  Staples,  W.  L.  Stark,  John  Vannen 
Kirk,  E.  J.  Willis,  W.  T.  Wright,  A.  D.  WUliams, 
T.  G.  Whiting  and  I.  W.  Worslej-. 

On  November  1,  1873,  a  party  of  four  Indians 
visited  L.  G.  King's  house,  at  Kingston,  and  took 
formal  possession.  King  went  for  help  and  return- 
ing found  the  red  men  in  his  bed.  Ordering  them  to 
leave,  they  resisted,  but  King  put  Texas  Jim  out. 
Another  Indian  leveled  his  revolver  at  Abbott  and 
Mason,  but  looking  into  the  muzzles  of  their  rifles 
did  not  carry  the  threat  further.  A  party  of  settlers, 
headed  by  J.  M.  Bird,  drove  the  few  aborigines  out 
of  the  count)'. 

The  first  Fourth  of  July  celebration  at  Juniata 
was  held  in  1873.  Col.  B.  M.  Allen  presided.  The 
vice-presidents  were  R.  H.  Crane  (Rev.),  James 
Morrish,  L.  P.  Hawley,  of  Juniata;  Charles  Clutz,  F. 
S.  Wells,  V.  S.  James,  of  Denver;  I.  A.  Matlick, 
E.  G-.  Knapp,  E.  J.  Willis,  of  Kenesaw;  W.  W. 
Selleck,  I.  J.  Draper  and  C.  G.  Wilson,  of  Little 
Blue;    B.   H.    Scott,  J.  J.  Hoyleman,  R.  K.  Daily, 


of  Silver  Lake.  Miss  Rosa  Kelley  was  reader ;  R. 
S.  Laugley,  marshal;  Rev.  A.  D.  Williams,  chap- 
lain, and  James  Laird,  orator.  The  fefe  at  Hastings 
was  attended  by  1,500  people. 

The  Adams  County  Old  Settlers'  Association  was 
organized  at  Ayr,  August  14,  1886,  with  M.  N. 
Kress,  of  Ayr,  president;  Gen.  A.  H.  Boweu,  of 
Hastings,  vice-president;  Isaac  Le  Doiyt,  of  Hast 
ings,  secretary  and  historian,  and  George  F.  Brown, 
of  Juniata,  treasurer.  The  assistant  secretaries 
elected  were  R.  S.  Spicknall,  of  Silver  Lake ;  W.  W. 
Philleo,  of  Zero;  J.  C.  Woodworth,  of  Ayr ;  W.  P. 
Davis,  of  Roseland;  S.  L.  Martin,  of  Cottonwood; 
John  Shellhamer,  of  Logan ;  John  Overy,  Little 
Blue;  M.  E.  Palmer,  West  Blue;  William  Brown, 
Highland;  E.  J.  Hanchett,  Verona;  L.  A.  Boley, 
Kenesaw ;  Israel  Spindler,  Wanda ;  A.  H.  Brown, 
Denver;  H.  B.  McGaw,  Blaine;  John  Jung,  Han- 
over, and  S.  L.  Brass,  Juniata.  A.  H.  Bowen,  A.  H. 
Brown  and  A.  L.  Wigton  were  appointed  a  commit 
tee  to  prepare  a  constitution  and  set  of  bj^-laws. 

The  Poweshiek  (Iowa)  County  Association  was 
oi-ganized  at  Hastings  in  June,  1888,  with  M.  K. 
Lewis,  president;  C.  F.  Royce,  secretary;  L.  B. 
Palmer,  treasurer;  W.  A.  Chapman,  L.  A.  Royce, 
A.  L.  Wigton,  Mrs.  L.  B.  Palmer  and  Mrs.  Wigton, 
members  of  executive  committee. 
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Laws  do  not  put  the  least  restraint 

Upon  our  freedom,  but  maintain  "t. — Butler. 


*HE  couiity  of  Adams  was 
established  under  the  act 
approved  Februury  16, 1867, 
within  the  following  de- 
scribed boundaries:  From 
the  point  where  the  east  line 
of  Range  9  west  crosses  the 
Platte;  thence  up  the  river  chan- 
nel to  the  intersection  of  the  west 
Ime  of  Range  12  ;  thence  south  to 
southwest  corner  of  Township  5, 
Range  12;  thence  east  to  south- 
east corner  of  Township  5,  Range 
9,  and  north  to  place  of  begin- 
ning. It  was  a  piece  of  legislation 
common  to  the  times,  as  was  that 
of  Pennsylvania  in  the  first  decade 
of  the  century.  Establishing  a  county  where  two 
or  three  persons  resided  was  so  strange  in  itself 
that  the  legislators  themselves  were  willing  to  forget 
their  acts,  and  in  this  instance  the  act  of  February 
16,  1867,  " fell  into  innocuous  desuetude,"  and  the 
county  within  these  boundaries  was  formed. 

On  November  7,  1871,  Acting  Governor  James, 
responding  to  a  petition  presented  tiy  the  few  resi- 
dents of  Adams,  ordered  the  county  to  be  organized 
for  judicial  and  executive  purposes,  fixing  the  day 
of  election  on  December  12,  following.  As  told  in 
the  political  chapter,  this  election  was  held  and  the 
chosen  officers  duly  qualified. 


The  first  regular  meeting  of  the  county  commis- 
sioners was  called  for  January  2,  1872,  but  Commis- 
sioner W.  W.  Selleck  being  the  only  official  present, 
an  adiournment  to  January  16  was  ordered.  The 
record  is  signed  by  Titus  Babcock,  deputy  county 
clerk.  The  adjourned  meeting  was  duly  held,  W. 
W.  Selleck  and  Samuel  L.  Brass  being  present.  The 
county  was  divided  into  three  commissioners'  dis- 
tricts— the  first  of  which  comprised  Township  5 ,  in 
Ranges  9,  10,  11  and  12,  and  the  two  southern  tiers 
of  sections  in  Township  6.  Wellington  W.  Selleck 
represented  this  district  on  the  board.  District  No. 
2  comprised  that  portion  of  the  county  north  of 
district  No.  1 ,  and  west  of  the  line  between  Ranges 
10  and  11,  with  Edwin  M.  Allen  representative  on 
the  board;  while  district  No.  3  comprised  all  the 
territory  in  Adams  north  of  district  No.  1  and  east 
of  the  line  between  Ranges  10  and  11.  Samuel  L. 
Brass  was  representative.  The  county  was  sub- 
divided into  seven  road  districts.  No.  1  being  Town- 
ships 5  and  6  in  Range  9,  with  Eben  "Wright,  super- 
visor; No.  2,  Townships  7  and  8  in  Range  9,  Volney 
Jones;  No.  3,  Townships  5  and  6  in  Range  10,  L. 
G.  King;  No.  4,  Townships  7  and  8  in  Range  10, 
John  M.  Myer;  No.  5,  Townships  5  and  6  in  Range 
11,  R.  K.  Daily;  No.  6,  Townships  7  and  8  in  Range 
11,  Pliny  Allen,  and  No.  7,  Townships  5,  6,  7  and  8, 
in  Range  12,  with  James  H.  Sweeting  supervisor. 
Accounts  aggregating  $7-1  were  allowed — McNally 
&  Co.  receiving  $12  for  seats;  A.  H.  Bowen  $17  for 
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registration;  T.  Babcock  $25. 15  for  rent  and  fuel 
and  $4  for  election  expenses ;  R.  D.  Babcock,  $2 ; 
Simeon  Johnson,  $2,  and  Judson  Burwell,  $2  for 
election  expenses.  A  day  later  $2  was  allowed  I. 
W.  Stark  for  election  expenses. 

The  salary  of  the  county  clerk  (R.  D.  Babcock) 
was  fixed  at  $150  per  annum  (raised  on  January  30, 
to  $300) ;  of  countj-  commissioners,  $3  per  day  for 
time  actually  employed  and  legal  mileage,  and  of 
probate  judge,  $75.  On  January  17  a  building  for 
county  offices  was  ordered  to  be  erected  within  ten 
days,  and  the  sheriff  authorized  to  advertise  for 
proposals  for  building  a  house  20  feet  long,  16  feet 
wide  and  8  feet  high  between  joists,  with  rafters 
coming  down  to  upper  joists,  frame  of  pine  lumber, 
boarded  and  battened  on  outside,  shingle  roof,  four 
windows,  one  door,  one  matched  floor  and  ceiled 
overhead  with  building  paper.  The  building  was  to 
be  finished  ten  daj-s  after  the  sale  of  contract,  ma- 
terial was  to  be  furnished  by  the  commissioners, 
except  door  and  window  frames  and  case.  The 
payment  was  to  be  made  by  county  warrant,  draw- 
ing 10  per  cent  until  paid.  Joseph  Stuhl  bought 
this  contract  for  $30.  S.  L.  Brass  was  building 
superintendent. 

The  county  treasurer  was  authorized  to  take  pos- 
session of  any  books  formerlj'  obtained  for  Adams 
County,  and  give  to  the  holder  his  receipt  therefor. 
On  the  18th  C.  C.  Babcock  was  allowed  for  printing 
200  county  orders  the  sum  of  $2.  On  January  29 
a  meeting  to  approve  treasurer's  bond  was  held ;  but 
owing  to  J.  S.  Chandler,  the  treasurer-elect,  hand- 
ing in  his  resignation,  the  subject  was  postponed 
until  the  30th  when  George  Henderson  was  ap- 
pointed, but  S.  L.  Brass  was  ordered  to  act  as  tem- 
porary treasurer.  An  order  for  blank  books  was 
given  to  Acres,  Blackman  &  Co.  through  C.  L. 
Wundt.  On  January  31  Thomas  C.  Fleming  was 
appointed  county  surveyor,  owing  to  failure  to  elect 
such  officer.  On  February  15,  1872,  Deputy  Sheriff 
Hummel  produced  H.  H.  Ballon,  overseer  of  the 
poor,  who  stated  he  employed  Dr.  Laine  to  amputate 
the  feet  of  a  count}-  charge.  The  Doctor  presented 
a  bill  for  $150,  but  the  wily  commissioners  allowed 
only  half  that  sum.  H.  H.  Ballon  resigned  the  of- 
fice of  justice,  and  A.  D.  Rust  was  appointed. 


Treasurer  Henderson  qualified  February  15,  and 
received  $94. 84  from  temporary  Treasurer  Brass ; 
$872.50  bank  certificate,  and  cancelled  warrants  for 
$255. 15,  or$l,222.  R.  K.  Dailey  resigned  as  road 
supervisor,  and  Charles  Wilson  appointed  to  that 
office.  On  the  16th  the  report  of  Commissioner 
Selleck  on  the  indebtedness  of  other  counties  to 
Adams  pointed  out  the  sum  of  $3,370.11  collected 
by  Hamilton  County  in  Adams  from  1867  to  1870 
inclusive,  of  which  $927.90  was  paid  out  for  State 
taxes;  $243.28  collection  fees  to  attorney;  $12.50 
clerk's  fees;  $14.08,  treasurer's  fees,  and  $29.86 
assessor's  charges,  a  total  expenditure  of  $1,227.62; 
but  owing  to  accounts  in  the  hands  of  Attorney-  A. 
H.  Bowen  the  actual  amount  could  not  be  ascer- 
tained. This  report  was  adopted.  The  sheriff  was 
ordered  to  proceed  to  Hamilton  County  and  notify 
said  county  that  the  funds  belonging  to  Adams,  paid 
to  A.  H.  Bowen,  was  done  without  authority,  and 
that  Hamilton  County  would  be  held  responsible  for 
$883.43,  which  A.  H.  Bowen  refused  to  pay.  Com- 
missioner Selleck  also  reported  on  moneys  due  by 
Fillmore  and  Saline  Counties,  and  obtained  the  tax 
lists  of  Adams  and  Kearney  Counties.  He  expressed 
his  belief  in  the  statement  that  Saline  County 
owed  Adams  County  about  $8,000  of  back  taxes. 
The  board  ordered  the  employment  of  an  attorney  to 
collect  from  Saline.  The  lists  for  Adams  and 
Kearney  for  1871  were  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
treasurer.  During  this  session  the  commissioners 
resolved  themselves  into  a  committee  of  the  whole 
to  select  a  site  for  poor  farm  and  buildings,  and  S. 
L.  Brass  was  specially  appointed  to  confer  with  the 
owners  of  the  town  site  of  Juniata  in  the  matter  of 
obtaining  a  donation  of  twenty  acres  for  such  pur- 
pose. Jacobson's  charge  of  malfeasance  was  read 
before  the  board  February  17,  1872,  and  A.  H. 
Bowen  was  cited  to  answer  the  charge.  Accounts 
aggregating  $259. 01  were  ordered  to  be  paid. 

On  February  27,  1872,  a  resolution  by  Com- 
missioner Brass  gives  to  the  money  trouble  of  the 
period  another  complexion ;  showing  that  Deputy 
Clerk  Babcock  issued  to  A.  H.  Bowen  an  order,  duly 
sealed,  to  receive  Adams  County  funds  from  Ham- 
ilton. His  motion  to  concur  in  the  transaction  was 
adopted.      Immediately  after  the  adoption  of  this 
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resolution  O.  A.  Abbott,  agent  of  Hall  County,  pre- 
sented the  claims  of  that  new  countj'  against  Adams 
for  taxes  collected  in  1870  and  prior  j-ears  ;  but  in 
response,  heard  the  resolution  of  Commissioner 
Brass,  asking  for  the  emplo3'ment  of  the  best  coun- 
sel in  the  State  to  consider  Hall  Count3''s  claim. 
On  February  28,  Isaac  "W.  Stark,  superintendent  of 
schools,  presented  his  complaint  against  A.  H. 
Bowen.  Jacobson's  charge  was  withdrawn,  and  on 
February  29,  the  other  charges  against  him  were 
dismissed  by  the  commissioners,  owing  to  the  fact 
that  a  copy  of  the  complaint  was  not  furnished  to 
him  with  the  citation.  At  this  time  Commissioner 
Allen  moved  that  a  license  fee  of  $200  per  annum 
be  adopted,  while  Selleck  wanted  it  fixed  at  $300. 
The  lower  figures  were  adopted.  The  attack  by  A. 
H.  Bowen,  made  in  the  Gazette,  was  denounced  by 
the  board,  and  a  resolution  ordering  the  assessment 
of  the  Union  Pacific  lands  in  the  county  adopted. 
In  March,  1872,  Kearney  County  was  set  apart  as  a 
distinct  precinct  for  revenue  purposes  only,  and 
Adams  County  was  divided  into  two  precincts — 
No.  1  comprising  all  the  county  north  of  an  east  and 
west  line  from  the  southeast  corner  of  Section  12, 
Township  6  north.  Range  9  west,  to  the  northwest 
corner  of  Section  7,  Township  6,  Range  12.  Dis- 
trict No.  2  comprised  all  the  county  south  of  such 
line.  The  first  was  named  "Juniata  Precinct,"  and 
the  second  "Little  Blue  Precinct." 

The  removal  of  the  court  house  to  lot  551,  with- 
out expense  to  the  county,  was  ordered  to  be  carried 
out  under  the  direction  of  Commissioner  Brass. 
Mr.  Brass  on  this  occasion  proposed  that  the  charge 
of  embezzlement  preferred  by  the  State  against 
Adna  H.  Bowen  should  not  be  further  prosecuted. 
This  proposition  was  adopted.  Abbott  and  Thum- 
mel,  attorneys  for  Hall  County,  were  notified  that 
the  commissioners  of  Adams  did  not  consider  the 
county  indebted  to  Hall  County,  and  refused  to  paj- 
any  of  the  money  received  from  Hamilton  County. 
In  April,  ten  road  districts  were  established.  On 
April  4,  the  commissioners  selected  Section  2,  Town- 
ship 6,  Range  11,  for  poor  farm  purposes,  audits 
acquisition  bj-  preemption  or  otherwise  ordered. 
The  commissioners  appointed  to  locate  roads  were 
offered  a  compensation  of  $2  for  every  ten  miles  of 


road  laid  out  by  them,  and  the  salary  of  the  probate 
judge  was  increased  from  $75  to  SlOO  per  annum. 
The  request  for  $75,000  aid  to  the  St.  Joseph  & 
Denver  Railroad  was  presented  April  17,  by  E.  E. 
Brown,  and  a  special  election  on  the  subject  was 
ordered.  On  April  30,  a  proposition  to  buy  some 
quarter  sections  from  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  was  favorably  received ;  Commis- 
sioner Allen  was  authorized  to  move  the  court  house 
at  an  expense  of  $10.  He  performed  this  work, 
and,  with  the  original  grant,  $29.78  for  repairs. 
The  license  for  sale  of  liquor  was  increased  to  $300 
in  Maj',  1872.  In  Julj^  Treasurer  Henderson  re- 
signed and  Ira  G.  Dillon  was  appointed  to  fill  the 
vacancy.  The  amount  of  State  taxes  to  be  levied  in 
1872  was  5f  mills  or  $5,503.61;  general  fund,  in- 
eluding  support  of  poor,  $4,785.76  at  5  mills  on 
the  dollar;  road  and  land  fund,  $4  on  each  quarter 
section;  poll  tax,  $2  on  each  poll;  sinking  fund, 
2^  mills;  bridge  tax,  5  mills;  school  tax,  $905.75  in 
district  No.  1;  $144  in  No.  2;  $300  in  No.  9;  $870 
in  No.  12;  $650  in  No.  16,  and  $175  in  No.  17. 
The  total  valuation  was  $957,153. 

The  valuation  of  Kearney  County  was  $722,736, 
on  which  a  State,  general  and  poor,  land,  road  and 
poll  tax  were  collected,  the  rates  being  the  same  as 
in  Adams  County.  No  bridge  or  school  tax  is 
recorded.  The  south  ^  of  Section  1,  Township  6, 
Range  11,  was  purchased  from  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  Company  at  this  time  for  the  purposes  of 
a  poor  farm.  A  junketing  expedition  was  subse- 
quently, in  July,  organized;  when  the  commis- 
sioners proceeded  in  a  body  to  locate  a  bridge  over 
Thu'ty-two  Mile  Creek.  The  expense  of  this  expe- 
dition, it  is  alleged,  was  much  heavier  than  that  of 
the  bridge  subsequently  built.  After  this  resolution 
was  adopted  the  clerk  presented  thu-tj--two  wolf 
scalps  and  one  wild  cat  scalp,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  destroyed.  An  election  on  the  question  of 
granting  $6,000  aid  toward  the  building  of  a  steam 
grist>mill,  at  Juniata,  was  ordered  to  be  held  at  the 
time  of  holding  general  election.  In  Jul}-,  1872, 
the  balance  due  bj-  Adams  and  Kearney  Counties  to 
Fillmore  was  fixed  at  $45.25,  and  by  Adams  to 
Kearney  at  $934.  68.  In  August  the  board  adver- 
tised for  proposals  to  build  a  poor  house  16x24  feet, 
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aud  one  and  one-half  stories  high,  and  appointed 
Peter  Fowlie  poor-master  at  $25  per  mouth.  Ira  G. 
Dillon's  proposal  to  erect  the  poor  house  for  $1 ,400 
was  accepted.  Ou  October  9,  1872,  Township  7 
and  8,  Range  12,  the  West'tier  of  sections  in  Town- 
ships 7  and  8,  Range  11;  the  north  tier  of  sections  in 
Townships  6,  Range  12,  and  Section  6,  Township  6, 
in  Range  12,  were  set  off  to  form  the  precinct  of 
Kenesaw,  while  Townships  7  and  8,  Range  9,  the 
north  tier  of  sections  in  Township  6,  Range  9, 
Sections  1  and  2  in  Township  6,  Range  10,  and  the 
two  eastern  tiers  of  sections  in  Townships  7  ami  S. 
Range  10,  set  off  under  the  title  of  Dchmm'  piviim-t. 

Silver  Lake  precinct  was  established  Ortnl.cr  0, 
1872,  within  the  following  described  lines:  The  west 
half  of  Townships  5  and  6,  Range  10,  except  the 
north  tier  of  sections  in  Townships  6,  all  of  Town- 
ship 5,  in  Ranges  11  and  12,  and  Township  C 
in  the  same  ranges,  except  the  north  tier  of  sec- 
tions in  Township  6,  in  each  range.  During 
the  mouth  of  October  H.  L.  Clark's  proposition 
to  erect  Queen  Truss  wooden  l)ridges  over  the 
Little  Blue  and  Thirty-two  Mile  Creek  for  §1,795, 
was  received  and  acquiesced  in.  Poor-master  Fowlie 
reported  six  poor  persons  as  charges  on  the  county 
on  November  1,  1872,  and  on  the  4th  took  possession 
of  the  new  poor  house,  but  from  December  5  to  the 
close  of  the  year  there  were  none  chargeable  to  the 
county.  In  January  the  board  asked  the  representa- 
tives in  House  and  Senate  to  inti-oduce  a  bill,  making 
all  section  lines  in  Adams  County  public  roads.  The 
subject  of  purchasing  artificial  feet  for  Peter  Fowlie 
was  then  discussed;  but  the  opinion  of  the  county 
attorney  and  the  law  set  aside  the  good  intentions  of 
the  commissioners  toward  him. 

In  January,  1873,  the  State  land  commissioner 
was  petitioned  to  place  the  school  sections  of  the 
county  on  the  market;  the  salary  of  the  clerk  was 
placed  at  $300;  of  the  probate  judge,  $100;  of  the 
superintendent  of  schools,  $4  per  day  while  on 
duty,  and  of  the  poor-master  $25  per  month,  and  in 
February  R.  S.  Langley  was  appointed  sheriff,  vice 
Haselton  resigned.  The  question  of  increasing 
license  fee  was  discussed  in  March  and  the  amount 
raised  to  $400.  Charles  Kohl  was  granted  a  license 
for  Hastings  village  at  this  time.     In  April  W.    H. 


Martin,  R.  R.  Crane  and  George  Kuder  were  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  appraise  the  school  lands 
of  Adams  County.  A  statement  by  Treasurer  ^\. 
M.  West  per  the  dejDuty  treasurer,  Peter  Fowlie,  was 
presented  to  the  board  in  May.  This  showed  a 
balance  of  $534.78  on  December  2,  1872,  and 
82,128.65  received  from  that  period  to  May  5, 1873. 
Of  this  total  ($2,663.43)  there  was  $1,418.59  ex- 
pended. In  July  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Ri^er 
Railroad  Company  asked  damages  by  reason  of  loss 
sustained  through  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  set- 
ting off  section  lines  for  road  purposes.  The  board 
appointed  Ira  G.  Dillon,  Eli  B.  Dailey  and  William 
L.  Kemp  assessors  in  the  matter.  D.  S.  Cole  peti- 
tioned for  the  erection  of  a  temporary  jail.  This  was 
granted  and  the  question  of  tax  levy  for  1873  con- 
sidered. The  lev}-  ordered  for  State  tax  was  $6,- 
7.38.90;  for  county  tax,  $29,238.60  and  for  poll  tax, 
$2  per  poll.  In  Juniata,  $600  interest  on  grist-mill 
bonds  was  authorized;  while  the  direct  school  tax 
was  as  follows:  District  No.  1,  $1,300;  Nos.  2  and  3, 
10  mills  on  the  dollar  and  $400;  No.  4,  $340;  No.  5, 
10  mills  on  the  dollar;  No.  19,  13  mills  on  the  dollar; 
No.  10,  40  mills  on  the  dollar;  No.  12,  $465;  No.  13, 
$438;  No.  14,  $600;  No.  16,  10  mills  on  the  dollar 
and  $170;  No.  17,  $2,900;  No.  18,  $2,000;  No.  19, 
$370;  No.  21,  25  mills  on  the  dollar;  No.  22,  15 
mills  on  the  dollar;  No.  23,  $285;  No.  24,  $670;  No. 
25,  $600;  No.  28,  $200;  No.  31,  $945;  No.  32, 
$350;  No.  33,  $500;  No.  34,  $200,andNo.  35,  $300. 
Prof.  A.  D.  Williams,  the  immigration  agent  for 
Adams  Count}',  was  granted  tht'  use  nf  room  in  the 
court  house  at  Juniata.  A  |)ct  itii ui  si-ned  by  Simon 
Rankins  and  327  other  citizens  and  a  remonstrance 
signed  by  C.  H.  Chapman  and  201  citizens,  on  the 
question  of  county  seat  removal,  were  received,  but 
not  granted.  James  Laird,  agent  of  the  Eastern 
Land  Association ,  asked  for  the  vacation  of  streets 
and  alleys  in  the  villages  of  Kenesaw  and  Inland, 
and  commissioners  were  appointed  to  report  upon  the 
justice  of  the  demand.  Such  reports  were  favorable 
to  the  petitioners  in  each  ease  and  the  vacation  was 
ordered.  On  January  .'i.  Is74.  A.  H.  Cramer  signed 
the  record  as  clerk  and  the  salary  was  placed  at  $400. 
Charges  against  Peter  Fowlie  were  not  sustained  bv 
the   board — the  ill-treatment  of  a  horse   being  the 
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onl}'  evidence  of  an}-  carelessness  by  the  poor- 
master. 

In  February  A.  H.  Cramer  was  named  as  mem- 
ber of  the  Centennial  Board  for  Adams  County. 
Letters  from  James  Beach,  A.  C.  Wright,  E.  "W. 
Morse,  N.  D.  Blakely,  M.  B.  Kelley,  George  Rob- 
bins,  S.  B.  Webb  and  J.  C.  Woodworth,  asking  to  be 
appointed  poor-master,  vice  Fowlie,  were  received, 
and  Kelley  appointed.  An  election  ordered  on  the 
questions  of  granting  $45,000  aid  to  the  St.  Joseph 
&  Denver  Railroad,  and  on  issuing  bonds  to  cover 
indebtedness  of  the  county  on  May  1,  1874,  amounts 
ing  to  about  $22,120.98.  In  June  a  meeting  held  at 
Juniata  adopted  resolutions  in  favor  of  the  erection 
of  county  buildings  at  that  point,  and  the  use  of 
the  sinking  fund  for  that  purpose.  A.  H.  Bowen, 
E.  JI.  Allen  and  B.  F.  Smith  formed  the  committee 
appointed  by  this  meeting  to  present  the  matter  to 
the  board.  This  body  took  prompt  action  and  asked 
for  lilans  and  specifications  for  a  building,  the  cost 
of  which  was  not  to  exceed  $15,000.  On  June  30, 
a  remonstrance  against  such  action  was  presented  by 
Frank  Sears  and  eighty-eight  others:  but  it  had  not 
the  power  expected  and  the  bid  of  D.  H.  Freeman 
($14,000)  was  accepted,  but  the  authority  of  the 
commissioners  in  the  matter  was  questioned  and  the 
subject  referred  to  Judge  Gantt.  The  contract  was 
set  aside  later  and  again  petition  and  remonstrance 
on  the  vexatious  re-location  subject  claimed  the 
attention  of  the  board — a  petition  of  584  praying 
for  re-location  and  a  remonstrance  of  349  against 
the  proposition  being  the  signals  of  war.  A  number 
of  persons  withdrew  their  names  from  the  former 
petition,  and  the  commissionei's  taking  cognizance  of 
the  remonstrance  denied  an  election  on  the  subject. 
In  February,  1875,  C.  C.  and  R.  D.  Babcock,of  the 
Gazette,  and  R.  A.  Dague,  of  the  Journal,  proposed 
to  print  the  transactions  of  the  commissioners,  as 
officially  reported  by  the  county  clerk,  at  five  cents 
per  line  for  both  papers  or  two  and  a  half  cents  per 
line  in  fact.  A  second  proposition  was  $125  per 
annum  to  each  newspaper  for  publishing  the  official 
reports. 

On  March  5,  1875,  the  "troublesome  question" 
was  resurrected.  A  petition  by  J.  L.  Parrott  and 
491  other  citizens  asking  for  an  election   "On  Re- 


location of  County  Seat"  was  gi-anted,  and  April  1, 
1875,  fixed  as  the  day  of  voting.  Fifteen  per 
centum  of  the  amount  of  taxes  recovered  for  this 
county  in  re  Union  Pacific  Company  vs.  McShane  and 
others,  was  adjusted  and  settled  as  attorneys'  fees 
and  expenses  due  to  Bowen,  Laird,  Briggs  and 
Cowin  as  counsel  fees  as  decreed  by  the  court.  In 
May,  E.  C.  Shellhamer's  charge  of  neglect  of  duty 
and  partialitj'  in  office  was  preferred  against  A.  H. 
Cramer. 

In  July  the  assessed  value  of  Ailams  County 
was  fixed  at  $1,160,529,  on  which  a  State  tax  of 
7  7-20  mills  was  levied,  and  a  county  tax  of  17  1-2 
mills.  The  $2  poll  tax  yielded  $1, 566,  while  the  $1 
tax  on  dogs  and  $2  tax  on  female  dogs  was  not 
estimated.  The  direct  school  tax  bj'  districts  was 
$19,338.  The  road  tax  ranged  from  5  to  25  mills 
on  the  dollar.  Denver's  bond  interest  tax  was 
$2,660,  and  Juniata's  interest  and  principal  on 
bonds,  $800.  W.  W.  McDonald  was  poor-master 
in  1876,  and  N.  F.  Chamberlain  builder  of  addition 
to  house.  In  the  fall  of  1875  road  and  bridge  con- 
struction assumed  large  proportions,  and  a  few  iron 
bridges  were  erected.  In  February,  1876,  a  petition 
was  read  from  S.  Alexander  and  other  citizens  ask- 
ing the  board  to  employ  Abbott  &  Batty  to  prosecute 
the  case  of  Charles  H.  Paul  ex.  rel.  vs.  William  B. 
Thome  et  al.,  for  the  purpose  of  cancelling  and  de- 
stroying bonds  of  Denver  Township  ($33,250)  issued 
in  May,  1874,  to  aid  in  building  the  Hastings  & 
Grand  Island  Railroad.  The  board  granted  this 
prayer. 

The  valuation  in  1876  was  $1,048,913.60,  on 
which  7  7-20  mills  were  levied  for  State  tax,  and  18 
mills  for  county  tax,  with  a  $2  poll  tax  and  $1  and 
$2  dog  tax.  A  70-mill  and  110-mill  school  tax 
marked  school  affairs  in  a  few  districts. 

In  March,  1877,  "the  troublesome  question" 
came  again  before  the  board,  when  a  petition  signed 
by  635  citizens  was  considered,  and  an  election  or- 
dered to  be  held  April  9,  1877.  On  that  date  844 
votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  location  at  Hastings,  and 
535  for  Juniata;  and  on  April  30  Commissioners  A. 
D.  Yocum,  Moore  and  Ratclifl'  declared  Hastings  the 
future  seat  of  justice.  In  October  a  petition  asking 
for    township   organization    was   presented,   and   a 
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^■ote  on  the  question  ordered  to  be  taken  in  Novem- 
ber. In  March,  1878,  the  petition  for  the  incor- 
poration of  Juniata  was  returned,  as  it  bore  the 
names  of  many  non-residents.  The  issue  of  bonds 
to  the  Republican  Valley  Railroad  Company  was 
considered  at  this  time,  as  related  in  the  history  of 
railroads  and  in  the  political  chapter.  In  May,  1879, 
tlie  commissioners  met  at  Hastings.  Dr.  William 
H.  Lynn,  who  acted  as  the  first  medical  employe  of 
the  county  in  1872,  offered  his  services  as  county 
physician  for  $390  per  annum.  This  offer  was 
accepted  by  the  commissioners.  In  July  John  M. 
Ragan  was  appointed  county  attorney  at  a  salary  of 
$400.  The  tax  levy  authorized  on  the  assessed 
valuation  of  $1,734,848  was  6  mills  for  State,  and 
20  5-8  mills  for  county  purposes.  A  poll  tax  does 
not  seem  to  have  been  levied  this  j'ear;  but  the  $1 
and  $2  dogs  did  not  escape  justice.  The  special 
district  and  precinct  taxes  were  light  compared  with 

1878,  and  the  school  taxes  insignificant  except  in 
districts  35,  33  and  29,  the  rate  being  50  mills  in 
the  first,  and  30  mills  in  the  two  last  numbered  dis- 
tricts. The  general  statement  of  W.  B.  Thorne  of 
disbursements  from   January    1,    1874,  to  May  1, 

1879,  was  presented  in  July.  This  showed  $173,- 
943.16  disbursed;  $30,178  balance,  and  $67,930.36 
due  b}-  delinquents.  The  total  receipts  amounted  to 
$203,583.62,  and  $537.86  balance  in  treasury 
January  1,  1874. 

The  detailed  statement  points  out  liabilities  ni 
excess  of  assets  amounting  to  $41,183.68,  and 
aoout  $13,000  doubtful  tax,  or  total  liabilities  in 
excess  of  assets  $54,183.68.* 

In  September,  1879,  township  or  precinct  boun- 
daries were  subjected  to  change  in  two  instances. 
Little  Blue  was  established  within  the  lines  of  Town- 
ships 5  and  6,  in  Range  9.  Pawnee  was  changed  to 
Ayr,  and  established  within  the  lines  of  Townships 
5  and  6,  in  Range  10. 

The  funding  debt  proposition  was  made  on  Sep- 
tember 27,  1879,  when  the  people  were  asked  to  vote 

*  The  question  of  the  issue  of  7  per  cent  bonds  for  $70,000  for 
funding  the  county  indebtedness,  and  that  relating  to  the  sale 
of  Lot  048  at  Juniata,  were  submitted  to  a  vote  in  November, 
1879.  At  this  time  county  warrants  were  selling  from  sev- 
enty-five to  eighty-five  cents,  so  that  the  funding  of  the 
debt  became  imperative.  The  funding  proposition  was  de- 
feated. 


for  the  issue  of  $70,000  bonds,  payable  in  ten  annual 
installments  of  $7,000  each,  the  last  due  on  January 
1,  1900,  and  the  first  on  January  1,  1891. 

The  petition  of  H.  A.  Morelaud,  Joseph  A.  Rob- 
ertson and  sixtj--two  others,  for  the  incorporation  of 
Juniata  town,  was  presented  June  15,  1880,  and 
granted.  Ira  G.  Dillon,  S.  L.  Brass,  H.  E.  Wells, 
E.  M.  Allen  and  L.  F.  Picard  were  named  as  trus- 
tees. 

In  January,  1880,  Timothy  May  was  chosen  su- 
perintendent of  the  Adams  County  Infirmary.  In 
June  Dr.  Lynn  was  re-appointed  physician;  John 
31.  Ragan,  attorney,  while  the  county  printing  was 
awarded  to  the  Gazette,  Journal,  Herald  and  Ne- 
braskan,  three  mouths  being  the  term  for  each  in 
the  order  given.  In  December  the  examination  of 
Treasurer  Thome's  account  was  carried  on;  but  at 
the  close  a  petition  against  the  reception  of  his  state- 
ment or  warrants  until  the  law  would  be  fully  com- 
plied with.  Saxon  &  Moulton  represented  William 
Kerr,  A.  L.  Clarke  &  Co.  and  C.  N.  Paine  &  Co. , 
who  signed  petition  No.  1 ;  while  petition  No.  2  was 
signed  by  twenty-two  citizens. 

On  January  5,  1881,  Treasurer  Thome's  state- 
ment of  receipts  and  disbursements  from  May  1, 
1879,  to  October  1,  1880,  was  presented  by  Peter 
Powlie,  then  and  for  some  time  previous  deputy 
treasurer.  He  showed  $30,123.37  on  hands  May  1, 
1879,  and  $106,313.08  collected  within  the  time 
given,  or  a  total  of  $136,436.45.  The  amount  re- 
ported paid  out  was  $100,530.55,  and  balance  on 
hand  $35,905,  with  $69,096.87  delinquent.  The 
commissioners  appeared  to  agree  with  this  state- 
ment, but  postponed  final  settlement  until  some 
vouchers  in  controversy  were  received  or  rejected. 
On  January  25  the  board  assembled  as  a  court  of 
trial  and  investigation.  B.  F.  Smith,  0.  B.  Hew- 
ett,  A.  T.  Ash  and  John  M.  Abbott,  of  counsel  for 
the  treasurer;  Messrs.  Saxon,  Moulton,  R.  H.  Mills 
and  R.  A.  Batty,  of  counsel  for  S.  Alexander;  A. 
L.  Clarke  and  others,  petitioners  with  John  M. 
Ragan,  for  the  county,  were  present.  The  treas- 
urer's counsel  urged  final  settlement  and  the  post- 
ponement of  the  inquiry  into  the  charges  of  January 
25;  but  the  motion  was  overruled,  as  were  several 
other  motions,  between  January  25,   when  the  trial 
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commeaced,  and  February  1,  when  counsel  for  the 
treasm-er  denied  the  authority  of  the  commissioners 
to  obtain  a  new  or  additional  bond  for  $25,000  from 
the  treasurer  in  addition  to  the  $15,000  bond  already 
given.  On  March  10,  however,  this  bond  was  ap- 
proved; on  March  12  he  resigned,  and  Emanuel 
Steinau  was  appointed  treasurer,  and  on  the  16th 
the  ex-treasurer  was  ordered  to  turn  over  all  prop- 
erty', moneys  and  amount  of  deficiency  to  the  com- 
missioners. 

In  December,  1881,  the  clerk  was  instructed  to 
receive  from  the  trustees  of  the  assets  of  Ex-Treasurer 
Thome,  the  full  amount  of  county  certificates  and 
warrants  drawn  thereon,  and  credit  same  to  the 
deficiency  account  of  the  several  funds.  On  March 
28,  1881,  the  county  clerk  was  ordered  to  advertise 
for  rooms  for  county  offices,  and  secure  a  lease  for 
same.  Propositions  from  C.  N.  Paine  &  Co.,  to 
erect  a  brick  building  or  provide  a  suitable  building; 
from  Farrell  &  Mowery  to  erect  a  stone  building 
100x44  feet,  and  one  from  George  W.  Mowery  to 
erect  a  similar  building  on  Lots  7  and  8,  Block  24, 
were  received.  Then  follows  the  protest  by  A.  B. 
Ideson;  but  it  did  not  prevail,  and  Mowery's  bid 
was  accepted,  which  provided  for  a  lease  of  five 
years  at  a  consideration  of  $1,000  per  annum. 

The  Thome  assets  as  applied  in  1881  show 
$87.42  to  Denver  precinct  bond  fund;  $779.83  to 
State  general  fund;  $98.35  to  State  sinking  fund; 
$188.18  to  State  school  fund;  $72.91  to  State  Uni- 
versity fund;  $3.34  to  penitentiary  fund;  $21.84  to 
State  asylum  fund;  $141.45  to  county  judgment 
fund;  $2,108.41  to  district  school  fund;  $2,165.09 
to  school  bond  fund;  $726.66  to  school  judgment 
fund;  $1.51  to  poll  and  labor  tax;  $40.39  to  Juniata 
mill  bond  fund;  $5.80  to  Hastings  City;  $4.40  to 
Juniata  village;  and  $130.27  to  miscellaneous  fund. 
The  receipts  from  Ex-Treasurer  Thome's  assets  up  to 
January  11,  1882,  amounted  to  $8,141.59,  of  which 
$8,082.05  were  distributed  as  above.  On  October 
13,  1882,  the  commissioners  agreed  with  C.  R. 
Jones  and  A.  L.  Clarke,  trustees  of  the  Thorne 
assets,  to  pay  the  latter  5  per  cent  on  the  monej's 
collected  and  paid  to  the  county  by  said  trustees 
including  the  audited  claims. 

In  January,  1882.  William  S.  Crow  qualified  as 


treasurer.  On  June  2  the  question  oi  issuing  bonds 
for  $65,000,  to  fund  the  indebtedness  of  the  county, 
was  received,  and  an  election  ordered  to  be  held 
July  8. 

The  collections  and  balances  for  1883  up  to  July 
9,  amounted  to  $89,649.91,  the  balance  on  January 
1  being  $18,710.69. 

In  November,  1883,  the  vote  on  the  question  of 
township  organization  was  taken,  and  a  numlier  of 
vouchers  received  in  reduction  of  Thome's  defi- 
ciency. The  last  meeting  of  the  last  board  of 
county  commissioners  was  held  November  20,  1883, 
their  final  act  being  the  granting  of  a  contract  for 
building  the  approaches  to  Silver  Lake  bridge,  to 
W.  D.  Young.  H.  C.  Armstrong  was  president  at 
this  time,  with  G.  H.  Edgerton  and  A.  V.  Cole 
associate  commissioners,  and  R.  B.  Tussey,  clerk. 
They  adjourned  sine  die,  the  clerk  closing  the  record 
book  before  the  ink.  used  in  writing  his  signature, 
was  dry. 

The  new  era  of  government  by  township  super- 
visors was  introduced  November  21,  1883,  with 
H.  C.  Minnix,M.  A.  Hargleroad,  W.  G.  Parmenter, 
J.  H.  Spicer,  S.  M.  Frink,  George  Crane,  W.  R. 
McCully,  Henry  Stammer  and  E.  G.  Dyer  present. 
Owing  to  the  county  judge  not  being  present  to 
approve  bonds,  the  meeting  wasi  adjourned.  Super- 
visor Dyer  refused  to  serve  and  H.  P.  Rowe  was 
appointed  by  the  clerk  to  represent  Ayr.  W.  R. 
McCully  was  chosen  first  president  of  the  board. 
On  the  26th  George  Crane  was  present,  with  the 
officers  named,  the  other  supervisors,  named  in  elec- 
tions of  1883,  being  aljsent. 

The  petition  of  Moses  Van  Biiskirk  and  others, 
residents  of  Kenesaw  village,  for  incorporation, 
was  rejected  for  the  reason  that  a  majority  of 
the  resident  tax-payers  of  the  village  did  not 
sign  the  document.  On  December  13  John  M. 
Ragan  resigned  the  office  of  county  attorney, 
and  O.  B.  Hewett  was  appointed  to  fill  the  office 
until  January.  A  petition  signed  by  R.  D.  Bab- 
cock  and  115  others  asked  that  L.  J.  Capps  be  ap- 
pointed attorney  for  the  county;  but  the  petition 
was  ordered  to  be  placed  on  file.  On  January  9, 
1884,  the  salary  of  superintendent  of  schools  was 
placed  at  $800.      On  this  date  the  establishment  of 
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townships  was  considered.  West  Blue  was  estab- 
lished within  the  territory  of  Township  8  in  Ranges 
n  and  10;  Denver,  Township  7  in  Ranges  9  and  10, 
except  the  city  of  Hastings;  Little  Blue,  Townships 
5  and  6  in  Range  9;  Ayr,  Townships  5  and  6  in 
Range  10;  Silver  Lake,  Township  5  in  Ranges  11 
and  12;  Cottonwood,  Township  6  in  Ranges  11  and 
12;  Juniata,  Townships  7  and  S  in  Range  11,  and 
Kenesaw,  Townships  7  and  8  in  Range  12. 

The  name  of  James  Reed  appears  on  the  roll  of 
supervisors  in  June,  1884,  Supervisor  Crane,  of 
Denver,  having  previously  resigned.  The  claim  of 
$1,000  against  Juniata  precinct  by  Batty  &  Ragan, 
who  represented  the  precinct  in  the  law  affairs  grow- 
ing out  of  the  issue  of  $6,000  mill  bonds  in  1872, 
was  mentioned  at  this  session.  Their  petition  prayed 
for  the  levy  of  a  tax  on  the  residents  within  the  old 
precinct  of  1872,  sufHcient  to  meet  this  indelstedness. 

In  January,  1885,  J.  H.  Spicer,  of  Juniata; 
George  Crafford,  of  Zero,  and  E.  L.  Dutton,  of 
Kenesaw,  were  appointed  to  fill  vacancies  on  the 
Ijoard.  H.  C.  Minnix  was  chosen  president  jyro 
tern,  and  on  the  13th  J.  H.  Spicer  was  elected  per- 
manent president.  "VV.  R.  McCully  was  admitted  to 
a  seat  as  supervisor  of  Hastings,  L.  J.  Capps 
was  appointed  count}'  attorney,  and  the  salaries  of 
clerk,  deputy  and  assistant  deputy  were  fixed,  so  as 
not  to  excel  the  Icrs  edlleetrd  during  the  j-ear 
1885.  Amus  Shaltuek  was  elected  permanent  presi- 
dent for  1886.  The  transactions  of  the  last  few 
years  are  of  the  character  of  former  years,  but  of 
much  larger  proportions.  The  members  of  the 
board  of  supervisors  are  named  in  the  political 
chapter,  and  all  propositions  submitted  to  the  peo- 
ple by  them,  and  the  vote  on  such  propositions 
given  in  that  chapter.  The  issue  of  court-house 
bonds  was  the  most  important  transaction.  The 
bonds  sold  for  $77,500.  Treasurer  Paul  received 
two-thirds  of  that  sum,  $51,666.50,  and  a  certified 
check  for  the  balance,   $25,833.50,  December  24, 

1889.  It  has  been  a  good  transaction  all  round, 
and  the  count}-  officers  taking  part  in  it  are  entitled 
to  commendation  for  their  prudence,  caution  and 
successful  management  of  the  affair.      In  January, 

1890,  warrants  were  paid  by  Treasurer  Paul  on 
presentation,  this  being  the  first  time  in  the  county's 


history  that  such  an  agreeable  state  of  financial 
affairs  has  existed. 

From  that  day  in  1872  when  Messrs.  Parrell  & 
Co.  dedicated  a  spot  of  the  prairie  to  the  uses  of  civ- 
ilization under  the  name  of  Hastings,  the  villagers 
looked  longingly  westward,  coveting  the  honors  of 
the  seat  of  justice  and  inwardl.y  determining  to  have 
those  honors.  In  May,  1873,  when  the  first  journal 
was  established  here,  their  modest  thoughts  found 
expression.  On  June  3,  1873,  a  meeting  was  held 
at  Hastings,  to  take  steps  for  the  removal  of  the 
county  seat.  M.  K.  Lewis  presided,  with  J.  M. 
Abbott,  secretary.  On  motion  of  Samuel  Alexan- 
der a  committee  of  ten  was  appointed  to  canvass 
each  precinct  in  the  county  in  the  interest  of  Hast^ 
ings.  For  Denver,  Thomas  E.  Farrell  and  R.  V. 
Strockey  were  selected;  for  Little  Blue,  G.  W.  Don- 
ahey  and  A.  Berg;  for  Silver  Lake,  C.  K.  Lawson 
and  C.  Kohl;  for  Kenesaw,  A.  D.  Yocum  and  C.  H. 
Paul,  and  for  Juniata,  B.  H.  Brown  and  S.  S.  Dow. 
The  canvassers  named  were  very  active,  so  that  all 
the  measures,  referred  to  in  the  former  pages,  were 
hurried  forward.  The  opposition  was  not  inactive. 
As  hitherto  told,  a  court-house  was  planned  and  the 
contract  actually  sold  by  the  commissioners  before 
the  people  stepped  in  to  stop  progress  in  the  matter. 
In  1874-75,  affidavit  after  aflfldavit  flowed  into  the 
archives  of  the  Legislature,  pointing  out  an  alleged 
irregular! t}'  in  the  organization  of  the  county;  also 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  election  officials  and  a  few 
of  those  elected  were  not  citizens;  that  thirty  legal 
voters  were  disfranchised  because  they  would  not 
vote  for  Juniata,  and  further,  that  the  onl}-  notices 
of  election,  posted  in  the  southern  townshi^js,  was 
one  at  Spring  Ranche,  in  Clay  County.  The  election 
on  this  question  was  carried  to  the  supreme  court, 
where  an  order  was  issued  compelling  the  board  of 
canvassers  to  count  the  returns  from  Cottonwood ,  it 
being  held  that  the  judges  and  clerks  of  that  pre- 
cinct had  duly  qualified  before  the  commissioners' 
board.  Prior  to  the  election  the  Hastings  people 
gave  material  evidence  of  their  good  intentions  in 
the  matter. 

In  March,  1875,  the  celebrated  bond  for  $10,000 
was  acknowledged  before  J.  H.  Darnell,  a  notary, 
by  Thomas  E.  Farrell,   J.   L.   Parrott,   Charles  H. 
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Paul,  R.  A.  Batty  and  M.  K.  Lewis,  principals,  and 
S.  Alexander,  J.  G.  B.  Smith,  Sam.  Chaney,  H.  A. 
Forcht,  J.  M.  Smith,  A.  J.  Millett,  G.  W.  Mowery, 
R.  W.  Oliver,  C.  C.  Ingalls,  J.  T.  Ross,  George  H. 
Pratt,  0.  Whitson,  W.  S.  Deisher,  J.  H.  Vande- 
raark,  J.  Kolb,  H.  Hibeler,  W.  H.  Stock,  Charles 
Kohl,  D.  S.  Cole,  0.  Oliver,  R.  Moreledge,  F.  J. 
Benedict  and  B.  F.  Brower,  sureties.  This  bond 
was  given  to  Adams  County  to  insure  the  completion 
of  a  courthouse  before  November  1,  1875,  and  the 
donation  of  such  house  and  one  city  block  to  the 
county,  in  the  event  of  the  people  voting  to  remove 
the  seat  of  justice  from  Juniata  to  Hastings.  Plans 
and  specifications  of  the  building  were  also  made 
part  of  this  agreement.  The  vote  was  taken  in  May, 
but  Juniata  having  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  total 
vote  cast  held  the  seat  of  justice. 

In  March,  1877,  the  county  seat  war  was  opened 
m  the  newspapers,  the  Journal  giving  valid  reasons 
for  removal,  and  the  Juniata  papers  valid  reasons 
against  removal.  Even  the  local  poets  loaned  their 
genius  for  the  occasion.  One  poem  by  Anonymous 
contains  sixt^'-eight  lines,  reviewing  the  former  con- 
test and  prophesying  the  result  of  the  coming  one  in 
favor  of  Hastings.  The  last  six  lines  of  this  poem 
are  as  follows: 

Theu  like  a  monster  from  the  deep, 
She  will  come  forth  more  fierce  and  bold, 
To  fight  the  battle  o'er  again — 
And  .still  continue  on  to  fight 
Until  her  enemies  are  slain 
And  victory  shall  crown  the  right. 
On  March  21,  1877,  a  bond  was  entered  into  by 
R.   A.    Batty,   S.  Alexander  and  C.  K.  Lawson,  as 
principals,  and  C.  H.  Paul,  R.  R.  Moreledge,  James 
McWade,  F.  Forcht,  J.  W.  Davis,  Charles  Cameron, 
0.    Oliver,    Mowery  &  Farrell,   J.   T.    Ross,   T.   J. 
Benedict,  A.   W.   Wheeler,  Charles  Kohl,   Zehrung 
&  Coy,  M.  K.  Lewis  and  J.  S.  Mclntyre  as  sureties 
for  performance.      This  document  provided  for  the 
erection  of  a  court>house  to  cost  $8,000,  and  the 
conveyance  of  building  and   lots  to  the  county  in 
case  the  seat  of  justice  should  be  located  at  Hast- 
ings.     Plans  and  specifications  were  also  made  a 
part  of  this  bond  as  in  the  former  instance.      The 
war  of  words  preceding  the  election  on  this  question 
was  only  equaled  by  the  virulence  of  the  language 


used  by  the  press  of  the  county  on  each  side,  and  in 
the  midst  of  this  turmoil  the  religious  controversy 
between  Rev.  John  Rutherford  and  Rev.  W.  E. 
Copeland,  on  the  inspiration  of  the  Scriptures,  was 
introduced.  "Without  regard  to  this  substantial  offer, 
the  war  was  carried  on,  as  shown  in  the  election  re- 
turns, and  Hastings,  after  several  legal  quibbles 
were  resorted  to,  was  declared  to  have  won  the  bat^ 
tie.  The  house  in  which  the  first  term  of  the  dis- 
trict court  was  held  still  stands  at  Juniata,  a  small 
frame  building,  now  untenanted,  the  property  of 
Dr.  Ackley.  The  building  is  a  one-story  frame 
structure,  and  would  hold  not  more  than  fifty  people. 
The  citizens  of  Juniata  will  hold  it  as  a  relic,  and  as 
a  reminder  of  the  great  county  seat  fight  between 
that  place  and  Hastings. 

The  history  of  the  removal  of  the  offices  to 
Hastings  is  given  in  detail  in  former  pages.  In 
November,  1888,  the  proposition  to  issue  bonds, 
proceeds  of  which  should  be  devoted  to  the  erection 
of  a  court-house  and  jail,  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
1,416  for,  and  1,044  contra.  The  bonds  were 
issued,  but  owing  to  delays  in  registration,  and  a 
controversy  over  the  act  providing  for  the  invest- 
ment of  the  State  school  fund  in  bonds  of  this 
character,  over  a  year  elapsed  from  the  date  of  elec- 
tion until  Adams  County  received  the  first  install- 
ment of  moneys  from  this  source.  On  December 
24,  1889,  a  draft  from  W.  J.  Hayes  &  Sons,  of 
Cleveland,  O.,  for  $51,666.50,  and  certified  check 
for  $25,833.50  were  received  by  County  Treasurer 
Paul.  It  is  a  singular  fact  that  while  other  counties 
were  trying  the  legality  of  their  bonds  and  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  law  under  which  they  were 
issued,  Adams  County  went  right  along  with  the 
work  of  building  the  court-house.  Up  to  December 
24,  1889,  the  county  had  neither  received  nor  paid 
out  a  dollar  of  the  bond  money.  In  the  summer 
the  contract  for  building  was  sold  to  J.  R.  Sims,  of 
Hastings,  for  $66,000,  he  being  the  lowest  bidder. 
The  cornerstone  was  placed  September  4,  1889,  and 
before  the  first  rain  storm  of  that  fall  (December  28) 
the  walls  were  complete,  the  roof  ready  for  the 
slaters,  and  the  construction  of  the  clock  tower 
well  advanced.  This  building  is  described  in  the 
history  of  Hastings, 
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The  first  term  of  the  district  court  held  in  Adams 
Couuty  was  that  opened  May  6,  1873,  within  the 
school-building  at  Juniata.  Judge  Daniel  Gantt 
presided,  with  Russell  S.  Langley,  sheriff,  and  R. 
D.  Babcoek,  clerk.  The  first  grand  jury  comprised 
Ira  G.  Dillon,  Harmon  H.  Ballou,  W.  H.  Burr,  R. 
D.  Carrier,  George  Dade,  John  Huston,  Clark  S. 
Morrison,  Edward  Moore,  C.  B.  Nelson,  James 
Non-ish,  John  Plank,  Abram  Parks  and  C.  W. 
Wilson.  The  first  suit  presented  was  that  of  Adna 
H.  Bowen  vs.  The  Challenge  Mill  Company.  The 
replevin  suit  by  William  Skinner  resulted  in  the 
amendment  of  petition.  The  question  of  the  admis- 
sion of  James  Laird  to  the  bar  of  this  State  was 
considered.  Benjamin  F.  Smith,  on  presenting  his 
credentials  as  a  member  of  the  Steuben  County,  Ind. , 
bar,  and  Titus  Babcoek,  as  a  member  of  the  Monroe 
County,  Mich.,  bar,  were  also  admitted  to  practice 
in  the  several  district  courts  of  Nebraska.  A  com- 
mittee, comprising  C.  J.  Dilworth,  John  D.  Hays 
and  James  Laird,  was  appointed  to  examine  appli- 
cants for  admission  to  the  bar.  On  the  certificate 
of  this  committee  Hai-risou  H.  Blodgett,  Guevera 
M.  Blodgett  and  John  M.  Abbott  were  admitted. 
Dr.  Charles  A.  Morgan  and  James  Laird  were  ap- 
pointed commissioners  of  insanity  for  Adams 
County.  The  petition  for  divorce  by  John  B.  Silvis 
from  Miranda  Silvis  was  granted  without  delay ;  the 
appeal  of  A.  H.  Bowen  from  the  decision  of  the  com- 
missioners' court,  and  the  indictment  for  false 
imprisonment  against  A.  H.  Bowen  and  James 
Laird  were  quashed,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not 
endorsed  by  the  prosecutor. 

The  second  term  of  court  was  opened  May  25, 
187-i.  Indictments  for  keeping  tippling  houses  on 
the  Sabbath  were  returned;  the  petition  of  Levi 
Carkins  for  divorce  from  Christina  Carkins  was 
granted,  and  a  number  of  civil  cases  presented.  On 
May  26,  R.  A.  Batty  and  John  M.  Ragan  were 
examined  by  a  committee  of  lawj^ers  comprising 
C.  J.  Dilworth,  H.  S.  Kaley  and  L.  S.  Estele,  and 
admitted  to  the  bar  on  the  certificate  of  this  com- 
mittee. The  first  judgment  against  the  county  was 
rendered  at  this  time  to  J.  R.  Laine.  L.  P.  Hawley 
was  foreman  of  the  trial  jury  in  this  case.  The 
first  indictment  for  assault  and  battery  was  returned 


against  Peter  Halverson,  and  for  selling  liquor  with- 
out license  against  Nathan  Piatt. 

The  third  term  of  court  was  opened  May  24, 
1875.  Four  indictments  for  permitting  games  to 
be  played  in  saloons  were  returned ;  A.  H.  Bowen, 
James  Laird,  George  Donahey,  Titus  Babcoek  and 
Eugene  A.  Haselton  were  indicted  lor  false  imprison- 
ment. Three  petitions  for  divorce  were  entered. 
The  injunction  proceedings  in  re.  Alex.  D.  Buck- 
worth  vs.  commissioners,  clerk  and  D.  H.  Free- 
man, contractor,  in  re.  erection  of  court-house  at 
Juniata,  resulted  in  the  granting  of  a  perpetual  in- 
junction against  further  proceedings  in  the  erection 
of  county  buildings  as  proposed.  3Iortgage  fore- 
closures were  authorized  in  several  cases,  and  the 
divorce  mill  was  reopened. 

The  application  of  J.  James,  of  the  bar  of 
Potter  County,  Pa.  (admitted  in  1873),  for  admis- 
sion to  the  bar  was  granted;  that  of  Augustus  T. 
Ash,  of  Linn  County,  Iowa,  and  also  that  of  G.  D. 
Pierce,  of  Michigan,  were  granted. 

The  fourth  term  of  court  was  opened  April  3, 
1870.  The  first  indictment  for  horse-stealing  was 
returned  against  J.  J.  Williams  and  Milo  Keech, 
and  petitions  for  a  divorce  and  embezzlement  were 
entered.  The  petition  for  injunction  against  Treas- 
urer Thorne  and  the  trustees  of  Denver  precinct 
railroad  bonds  was  entered  by  C.  H.  Paul,  and 
granted  by  the  court,  with  a  further  order  that  such 
bonds  be  "cancelled  and  held  for  naught."  Ab- 
bott &  Ragan  were  the  attorneys  in  this  proceeding. 
A  few  petitions  for  divorce  were  presented.  John 
Miller  was  found  guilty  of  assault  with  intent  to 
kill,  by  a  jury  of  whom  E.  M.  Beach  was  foreman, 
and  sentenced  to  a  two  years'  term  in  the  peniten- 
tiary. The  special  term  of  May,  1876,  considered 
the  indictment  for  murder  against  John  Williams  of 
Harvey  Count}',  Neb.  The  prisoner  was  represented 
by  Bowen  &  Laird  and  the  State  by  C.  J.  Dilworth. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  of  "not  guilty."  In 
June  George  W.  Stocker  was  admitted  on  certificate 
of  the  examiners — A.  H.  Bowen,  A.  T.  Ash  and 
M.  V.  Mondy.  A  few  divorce  cases  were  presented 
at  this  time.  During  the  special  November  term 
similar  cases  were  presented  and  William  Wallace, 
Sr. ,  and  his  son  granted  final  papers  in  the  matter 
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of  their  citizenship.  In  December  the  first  indict- 
ment for  peijury  was  entered  against  J.  E.  Suttie, 
nor  did  the  hist  month  of  Centennial  jear  pass  away 
without  a  petition  for  divorce. 

On  February  12,  1877,  the  indictment  for  mur- 
der was  returned  against  Jordan  P.  Smith,  Fred  Q. 
Copelandand  Bernardine  Roach,  on  change  of  venue 
from  Kearney  County.  Smith  was  represented  by 
Gray  &  Laird  and  the  State  by  C.  J.  Dilworth, 
Mondy,  Alibott  and  Smith.  On  February  22  a  jury, 
of  which  E.  M.  Allen  was  foreman,  found  Smith 
guilty  of  manslaughter  and  he  was  sentenced  to  a  ten 
years'  tenn  in  the  penitentiary.  In  July,  1877,  R. 
W.  Beeson,  of  Montgomery  Countj',  Iowa,  was  ad- 
mitted a  member  of  the  bar,  and  in  February,  1878, 
Benjamin  H.  Hayden  and  James  F.  Nelson  were  ex- 
amined by  A.  H.  Bowen,  R.  A.  Batty  and  T.  D. 
Scofield  and  admitted  on  their  certificate  of  examin- 
ers. There  were  only  a  few  cases  of  criminal  char- 
acter before  the  court  from  the  close  of  the  February 
term  of  1877  to  the  close  of  1878.  Civil  cases 
growing  out  of  debts  due  Cyrus  H.  McCormick, 
Deere  &  Co.  and  others,  were  numerous  and  may  be 
said  to  have  occupied  the  sole  attention  of  the 
court.  George  Banks,  of  Winnebago,  Wis. ,  Web- 
ster M.  Pond,  of  Dane  County,  Wis.,  Joseph  A. 
Vanatta,  of  Iowa,  were  admitted  members  of  this 
bar.  Lucius  Junia  Capps,  admitted  in  Illinois  in 
1875,  became  a  member  of  the  Nebraska  bar  on 
December  6,  and  also  L.  A.  Royce,  of  Poweshiek 
County,  Iowa.  The  suits  of  C.  H.  McCormick 
against  several  citizens  occupied  the  attention  of 
this  term  almost  exclusively.  Judge  Gaslin  signed 
the  record  January  1,  1879.  Thomas  D.  Scofield 
qualified  as  district  attorney.  On  February  15,  the 
indictment  for  murder  against  John  Brown,  alias 
William  John  McElroy,  was  returned  and  John  M. 
Ragan  assigned  for  his  defense.  Attornej-s  Scofield 
and  Brown  prosecuted.  A  jury  of  which  R.  H. 
Vanatta  was  foreman  found  McElroy  guilty  of  mur- 
der in  the  first  degree  as  charged  in  first  count,  and 
not  guilty  under  the  second  count.  Judge  Gaslin 
sentenced  him  to  be  hanged  May  29,  1879. 

On  February  17,  1879,  the  murder  of  Ann  W. 
Ketchum  and  Luther  Mitchell  on  December  10, 
1878,  in  Custer  County,  was  officially  brought,  by 


C.  W.  McNamor,  before  the  notice  of  Judge  Gaslin. 
Custer  was  then  unorganized;  but  for  judicial  pur- 
poses was  attached  to  the  Fifth  and  Sixth  judicial 
districts,  so  that  no  district  judge  could  exercise  jur- 
isdiction over  the  whole  territory.  In  view  of  this 
and  further,  considering  that  the  crime  was  perpe- 
trated in  territory  belonging  to  the  Fifth  district,  or 
west  of  Sherman  County,  the  judge  ordered  the  trial 
of  the  murderers  to  be  held  in  Adams  County,  be- 
ginning February  26,  1879.  John  M.  L3"mau  was 
foreman  of  the  special  grand  jury,  who  returned  the 
indictment  against  the  murderers.  The  case  may  be 
said  to  have  occupied  the  attention  of  the  court  until 
April  17,  when  the  jurj'  returned  a  verdict  of  guilty 
of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  against  Frederick 
Fisher  and  I.  P.  Olive.  Both  received  sentences  for 
life  terms  in  the  penitentiary. 

R.  S.  Erwin  was  admitted  to  the  bar  March  31; 
A.  D.  Yocum,  William  C.  Reilly,  R.  A.  Dague  and 
Samuel  M.  Brobst  in  April.  On  April  26  the  jury 
disagreed  on  the  question  of  the  guilt  of  William  H. 
Green  and  John  Baldwin,  who  were  indicted  for  mur- 
der with  Olive  and  Fisher. 

David  P.  Maryatt,  of  Iowa;  F.  H.  Hepljurn,  of 
Iowa;  L.  D.  Dent,  of  Illinois;  C.  D.  Steele,  of  Illi- 
nois; William  H.  Lanning,  of  Illinois,  and  J.  J. 
Lewis,  of  Ohio,  were  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Novem- 
ber, 1879.  John  Brown  McElroj-,  sentenced  to  be 
hanged  in  1879,  survived  the  day;  for  on  November 
26,  1879,  he  is  on  trial  anew  for  the  murder  of 
Stutzman.  On  May  12,  1880,  he  plead  guilty  of 
murder  in  the  second  degree,  and  was  sentenced  to 
a  life  term  in  the  penitentiary. 

On  December  2  Miles  J.  Jacobs  was  examined 
and  admitted,  and  on  the  6th  George  F.  Work  was 
admitted.  In  May,  1880,  F.  M.  Hallowell  appears 
as  official  reporter.  B.  F.  Hilton  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  this  time,  and  also  Thomas  H.  Mattars, 
James  W.  Carver  and  Thomas  J.  Noll.  The  indicts 
ments  of  William  B.  Baldwin  and  Ralph  M.  Tay- 
lor, for  the  murder  of  Allen  J.  Yocum,  were  pre- 
sented on  May  12.  On  the  18th  Baldwin  was  found 
guilty  of  manslaughter  on  the  first  count. 

Roger  H.  Mills  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  Juno 
21,  1880,  and  Ambrose  H.  Gates  in  December.  On 
the  17th  of  this  month  the  suit  of  the  Burlinajton  & 
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Missouri  River  Railroad  Company  against  Adams 
County,  iu  tlie  matter  of  taxes,  was  finished,  and  the 
county  perpetually  enjoined  from  the  collection  of 
taxes,  except  $308.50,  and  the  cloud  on  the  title  to 
some  of  the  railroad  lands  removed. 

During  the  year  judgments  were  rendered  against 
the  Protestant  Episcopal  and  First  German  Evangeli- 
cal societies  of  Hastings.  March  9,  1881,  the  first 
record  of  death  among  the  legal  circle  is  made  in 
the  case  of  Augustus  F.  Ash,  who  died  February  25. 
March  17  the  celebrated  cases  growing  out  of  title 
to  the  town  site  of  Hastings  were  decided  by  Judge 
Gaslin,  as  recorded  in  book  2,  journal  of  district 
court,  pages  571  to  582,  and  referred  to  in  the  his- 
tory of  Hastings.  Harrison  Bostwick  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  on  March  19.  On  this  day  the  following 
agreement  in  the  case  of  Adams  County  vs.  W.  B. 
Thorne,  as  principal,  and  William  E,  Thorne,  C.  R. 
Jones  &  Co. ,  W.  M.  West,  Weidler  Grabill,  Ira  G. 
Dillon,  James  M.  Sewell,'J.  S.  Chandler,  A.  Yeazel 
and  C.  N.  Paine  &  Co.,  as  his  sureties,  was  sub- 
mitted. 

■■In  consideration  of  the  conveyance  to  C.  R.  Jones 
;ind  A.  L.  Clarke,  trustees  of  assets  of  W.  15.  Thorne  for 
use  of  Adams  County,  by  Abraham  Yeazel  and  William 
B.  Thorne,  of  all  property  heretofore  conveyed  to  A. 
Yeazel  or  transferred  to  him  and  now  conveyed  or  trans- 
ferred by  William  B.  Thorne  to  Jones  &  Clarke— the 
same  being  scheduled  at  S<i3,886.63,  all  of  which  having 
been  heretofore  conveyed  to  Abraham  Yeazel  for  the  in- 
demnificial  of  himself  and  other  siiiiUi'^  cm  the  bond  of 
W.  B.  Thorne,  as  treasurer  of  Adam-  lonniy.  it  is  here- 
by agreed  that  all  the  sureties  of  .-itiil  Thdiue  shall  be 
discharged  from  all  liability  at  law  or  in  equity." 

The  names  of  Clarke  and  Jones  were  substituted 
as  plaintilTs  vice  Thorne,  in  suits  by  the  ex-treasurer. 

On  June  21  the  grand  jury,  of  which  Carlton 
Clarke  was  foreman,  returned  a  true  bill  against 
William  B.  Thorne,  ex-treasurer,  for  the  embezzle- 
ment of  $15,997.65  of  county  moneys;  $5,570.34 
of  the  district  school  land  fund;  $8,479-.  G3  of  the 
district  school  fimd,  and  $5,664.75  of  the  district 
school  judgment  fund.  V.  Bierbcwer  was  district 
attorney.  In  June  Mr.  Thorne  denied  the  charge, 
and  the  trial  was  postponed  to  December,  1881,  the 
ex-treasurer  being  held  in  $5,000  bail,  which  was 
promptly  furnished.  In  December  the  case  was 
brought  up,  but  the  records  do  not  show  its  disposal 


until  mention  is  made  in  March,  1883.  This  term 
was  opened  in  flowery  &  FaiTell's  building  at  Hast- 
ings, on  December  12.  and  at  its  close  Frank  I). 
Taggart  and  John  L.  Finley  were  admitted  to  the 
bar. 

On  October  23,  1882,  court  was  opened  by  S.  B. 
Pound  under  a  previous  order  by  Judge  Gaslin. 
The  grand  jury  returned  an  indictment  against  Peter 
Fowlie  for  embezzlement  of  $50,000,  which  had 
come  into  his  possession  by  virtue  of  his  office  as 
deputy  treasurer.  John  N.  Lyman  was  foreman. 
In  March  he  was  allowed  out  on  $3,000  bail  to 
appear  for  trial  in  June.  On  March  29,  1883,  the 
indictment  for  murder  against  William  B.  Baldwin 
was  disposed  of  (the  supreme  court  reversing  the 
judgment  and  ordei'ing  one  according  to  the  verdict) , 
and  the  prisoner  sentenced  to  a  one  jear  term  in  the 
penitentiary.  The  jury  in  the  case — State  of  Ne- 
braska vs.  William  B.  Thorne,  finished  work  June 
18,  and  found  the  ex-treasurer  guilty  of  embezzling 
$22,000.  Thomas  Pearl  was  foreman  of  this  body. 
A  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  overruled  and  he  was 
sentenced  to  a  one  year  term  in  the  penitentiary 
without  solitar}'  confinement,  by  Judge  William  H. 
Morris.  On  June  25,  a  writ  of  error  was  filed  in  the 
clerk's  office,  issued  by  the  clerk  of  the  supreme 
court,  asking  for  a  transcript  of  the  Thorne  case. 
John  A.  Casto  and  W.  S.  McKinne^-  were  admitted 
to  the  bar  in  October,  1883.  Morriss  Cliggett  antl 
Melville  C.  Hester  were  admitted  March  19,  1884. 
An  indictment  for  arson  against  William  B.  Bald- 
win was  nolle  jjrossed  at  the  request  of  the  district 
attorney.  Edwin  A.  Hogg,  formerl}'  of  Michigan, 
was  admitted  to  practice  here  in  November,  also 
Lewis  W.  Hague,  of  Illinois.  The  indictments 
against  Frederick  Young,  John  Blivernicht,  Oscar 
Winkler,  Louis  Hoffman  and  Henry  Winkler  were 
presented  in  June,  1885;  but  the  trial  jur3-  could 
not  agree,  and  Gustave  Vosberg  was  sentenced  to  a 
year's  term  in  the  penitentiary.  The  Thorne  case 
came  up  in  another  form  on  June  3,  when  Thome's 
indebtedness  was  shown  to  be  $47,187.86,  but  in 
December,  1886,  the  sum  of  $11,355.72  was  ordered 
to  be  paid  to  the  treasurer  and  Clarke  &  Jones 
discharged  from  liability.  Charles  D.  Taylor,  for- 
merly of  Iowa,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  November, 
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also  A.  M.  Cunuingham.  formeii}-  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  James  H.  H.  Hewett.  In  May  J.  B.  Cessna* 
was  admitted  to  practice  here  on  formal  application 
and  on  presentation  of  his  Pennsylvania  certificate. 

On  June  19,  1886,  the  refusal  of  ■  Treasurer  Mc- 
Cleery  to  accept  moneys  from  A.  L.  Clarke  (pre- 
sumably moneys  held  by  him  as  one  of  the  trus- 
tees of  the  Thorne  assets)  was  brought  before  the 
court,  and  Henry  Bostwick  named  as  receiver,  or, 
in  case  of  his  refusal,  S.  A.  Searle  was  ordered  to 
receive  the  amount  and  place  it  in  the  safety  vaults 
at  Omaha. 

William  R.  Burton  was  admitted  in  June,  1886, 
and  in  July,  B.  F.  McLoney.  In  June,  1887,  the 
case  of  Anna  Boeder  vs.  Henr}-  and  Oscar  Winkler; 
John  Blevend  and  Fred  Young  were  tried  before  a 
jury,  of  which  D.  H.  Dean  was  foreman.  In  1884 
the  State  proceeded  against  the  parties,  but  the  jury 
disagreed;  on  this  occasion,  however,  the  damages 
were  assessed  against  the  defendants  in  the  sum  of 
$200  and  $100  attornej-s'  fees.  George  D.  Browne, 
of  Utica,  N.  Y. ,  and  John  C.  Stephens,  were  admit 
ted  to  the  bar  in  June.  In  September,  1888,  Charles 
Edmundson  was  admitted,  and  in  December,  Wil- 
liam F.  Peck.  The  trial  of  Lish  Nelson  was  con- 
cluded during  the  December  term,  when  a  jury,  of 
which  D.  W.  Ripley  was  foreman,  found  him  guilty 
of  murder  in  the  second  degree.  Judge  Gaslin  sen- 
tenced him  to  a  life  term  in  the  penitentiary.  His 
crime  was  the  killing  of  C.  J.  Balcom,  August  5, 
1881.  D.  W.  King,  a  burglar,  was  sentenced  to  a 
five  years'  term  in  the  penitentiary  Elmer  E.  Ferris 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  December  14,  1888.  The 
information  against  David  Crinkalau  for  the  murder 
of  Prank  Pansier,  November  2,  1888,  was  presented 
by  District  Attorney  Tanner,  in  January,  1889,  but 
the  jury  acquitted  the  prisoner.  Joseph  H.  Ed- 
mundson was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  February, 
1889.      The  information  against  Lizzie  Aldridge  for 

•J.  B.  Cessna  was  admitted  before  the  court  of  common 
pleas  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  February  1.5, 1865,  Alex.  King, 
present  judge.  lu  May,  1872,  be  was  admitted  to  practice  be- 
fore the  Pennsylvania  supreme  court;  in  June,  1873,  to  the 
common  pleas  court  of  Erie  County,  Pa.,  and  January  26, 
1876,  on  nomination  of  Jeremiah  S.  Black,  to  the  supreme 
court  of  the  United  States.  Letters  from  Judge  W.  J.  Baer,  of  • 
the  Somerset  and  Bedford  court  of  common  pleas,  and  from 
Ulysses  Mercer,  chief  justice  of  Pennsylvania,  were  tendered 
to  Mr.  Cessna  on  bis  leaving  for  Nebraska  in  1885. 


the  murder  of  (poisoning)  John  Aldridge.  was  pre- 
sented Maj^  20,  1889;  but  the  evidence  was  of  too 
general  a  character  to  convict  her. 

John  C.  Stevens  was  admitted  to  the  Nebraska 
bar  in  June,  1887;  John  Snider  in  September, 
1887,  and  Hugh  Clemans  in  November,  1887,  and 
John  C.  Hartigan,  Benjamin  P.  Rawalt  and  Harry 
S.  Dingan  in  May,  1889.  In  1890  S.  R.  Brass, 
of  Juniata,   was  admitted  to  the  bar. 

In  former  pages  a  memoranda  of  many  cases 
brought  before  the  courts  of  Adams  County  is  given. 
The  murder  of  the  two  settlers  mentioned  in  the 
pioneer  chapter  may  be  taken  as  the  beginning  of 
the  criminal  calendar  of  this  district.  Some  of 
these  cases  presented  here  deserve  a  more  extended 
notice,  because  the  plan  of  crime  should  be  exposed 
in  every  case,  and  the  incidents  connected  with  the 
detection  and  punishment  of  the  criminals  given. 
In  one  instance  the  enormity  of  crime  led  some  of 
the  best  citizens  of  the  county  to  organize  as  a  Secret 
Tribunal.  This  organization  was  perfected  in  a 
moment, "and  its  edict  carried  into  execution  with 
admirable  promptitude  and  regularity'.  In  another 
case  a  specialist  in  rascality,  named  Randall,  was 
shot  down  (it  is  alleged)  in  the  court  room  by  the 
brother  of  an  outraged  child,  this  doing  away  with 
the  farce  of  trial,  and  saving  to  the  county  the 
moneys  which  would  otherwise  be  expended  in  hold- 
ing the  farce  on  the  stage  of  the  district  court. 

In  the  case  of  the  State  vs.  A.  D.  Rust  for  vio- 
lating order  of  injunction  in  re.  the  school  bonds, 
Titus  Babcock,  who  was  then  count}-  judge,  had  to 
testify,  and  so  sent  for  Justice  Jones  that  he 
might  testify  before  him.  En  route  the  justice  be- 
came gloriously  drunk,  and  though  called  did  not 
answer.  Attorney  Bowen  ventured  the  statement 
that  he  was  notary  public,  and  could  administer  the 
oath  to  his  honor;  but  Judge  Babcock  declined  this 
kind  offer,  saying  he  would  administer  the  oath  to 
himself.  Standing  up,  with  folded  hands  and  closed 
eyes,  he  said:  *■  I,  Titus  Babcock,  probate  judge 
of  Adams  County,  Neb.,  the  evidence  that  I  shall 
give,  wherein  the  State  of  Nebraska  is  plaintiff  and 
A.  D.  Rust  defendant,  shall  be  the  whole  truth,  etc." 
After  this  he  testified  in  the  case.  Opposition  was 
of  no  use,  and  Rust  was  sent  to  jail  at  Omaha. 
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In  1875  a  partj-  of  thirteen  herders  or  cowboys 
killed  Milton  Collins,  of  Buffalo  County,  and  fled  up 
the  Platte  Valley.  Deputy  United  States  Marshal 
Ball  and  nineteen  citizens  went  in  pursuit  and  cap- 
tured eleven  of  the  party  immediately;  but  the  next 
day  Jordan  P.  Smith,  the  actual  murderer,  and  the 
thirteenth  associate  were  captured  on  an  island  in 
the  Platte.  Several  times  the  captors  were  on  the 
point  of  executing  the  first  batch  of  eleven  cowboys; 
but  the  absence  of  the  principal  criminal  led  to  post^ 
ponement,  and  ultimately  the  leading  prisoner  was 
allowed  to  be  brought  to  trial.  Smith  was  tried, 
found  guilty,  and  sentenced  to  be  hanged  at 
Kearney;  but  a  new  trial  was  gi-anted,  and  the  case 
heard  before  Judge  Gaslin,  Jr. ,  at  Juniata.  Smith 
was  found  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second  degree, 
and  sentenced  to  a  ten  years'  term  in  the  peniten- 
tiary. 

The  killing  of  Henry  Stutzmau  was  the  first 
proven  deliberate  murder  which  occurred  in  Adams 
County.  This  murder  was  committed  by  William 
John  McElroy,  on  the  morning  of  February  8,  1879. 
McElroy,  alias  John  Brown,  was  a  young  man  who 
had  been  making  his  home  at  Ked  Cloud  with  a 
relative,  and  at  various  places  in  Adams  County. 
He  had  worked  for  different  farmers  during  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1878-79.  On  the  evening  of  the 
day  preceding  the  murder  he  started  afoot  from 
Hastings,  armed  with  a  revolver  and  rifle,  and  was 
presumedly  on  his  way  to  Red  Cloud.  About  four 
miles  southwest  of  Hastings  coming  to  the  home- 
stead of  Henry  Stutzman,  he  requested  permission 
to  remain  all  night.  Stutzman  consented,  the  two 
men  had  supper,  and  after  a  short  time,  as  McElroy 
stated,  retired  to  rest.  The  next  morning  as  Cam- 
eron Belliel,  a  neighbor  of  Stutzman,  was  passing 
by  the  latter' s  house,  he  noticed  that  the  mules 
were  gone.  Calling'to  Stutzman  and  receiving  no 
answer,  he  suspected  something  wrong,  and  in  com- 
pany with  another  neighbor,  Joseph  WoU,  they  en- 
tered Stutzman's  house.  Then  their  suspicions  of 
foul  play  were  at  once  proven  true,  for  Henry  Stutz- 
man was  lying  across  a  chair  dead,  having  a  wound 
in  his  head  from  both  a  rifle  and  revolver. 

The  people  of  the  vicinity  at  once  started  in 
pursuit  of   the  murderer   and   McElroy  was   soon 


caught  with  the  mules  in  his  possession.*  He 
made  no  attempt  to  escape,  but  said  he  killed 
Stutzman  in  self  defense.  He  was  taken  to  Ayr, 
a  few  minutes  before  the  train  arrived  with  Sheriff' 
Martin  and  other  oflScers,  and  was  immediately 
conveyed  to  Hastings.  Later  on  the  same  day  an 
inquest  was  held  by  County  Coroner  W.  Ackley, 
and  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  that  Stutzman  was 
killed  by  John  Brown. 

Excitement  among  the  people  when  it  was  known 
that  a  murder  had  been  committed  in  their  midst, 
and  that  the  murderer  was  in  the  hands  of  the 
sheriff,  ran  high.  Some  talk  of  lynching  was  in- 
dulged in,  and  Sheriff  Martin,  fearing  he  might  be 
overpowered  and  his  prisoner  taken  from  him,  had 
him  adroitly  conveyed  to  the  railroad  station  and 
removed  to  the  jail  at  Kearney. 

The  prisoner  was  soon  indicted  on  two  counts, 
first,  murder  in  the  first  degree  by  shooting  Stutz- 
man with  a  gun.  The  second  count  was  an  indict- 
ment for  the  same  offence,  by  shooting  with  a  pistol. 
Court  was  then  convened  by  Judge  Gaslin,  when 
McElroy  was  arraigned  and  pleaded  "not  guilty," 
whereupon  the  following  jurors  were  empaneled  to 
ti-y  the  case:  A.  J.  Adams,  R.  H.  Vanatta,  C.  A. 
Lane,  E.  W.  Hall,  T.  L.  Orton,  M.  L.  Cook,  J.  W. 
Sheffield,  W.  T.  Pomeroy,  J.  H.  Spencer,  D.  W. 
Biglow,  S.  G.  Johnson  and  George  Beatte.  T.  D. 
Scofield,  district  attorney,  assisted  by  A.  H.  Bowen 
conducted  the  case  for  the  State.  John  M.  Ragan 
and  A.  T.  Ash  were  the  attorneys  for  the  defendant. 
The  evidence  elicited  that  some  time  during  the 
night  of  the  tragedy  McElroy,  while  still  in  bed, 
reached  over  to  the  table  where  his  pistol  was  lying 
and  shot  Stutzman  while  he  was  still  asleep.  The 
first  shot  only  stunning  or  dazing  him,  he  arose 
from  the  bed  and  staggered  to  a  chair,  and  while 
sitting  on  the  chair,  McElroy  shot  him  a  second 
time  with  the  rifle,  which  resulted  in  his  instant 
death. 

The  trial  occupied  one  day,  and  at  10  o'clock 
the  next  morning  the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of 
murder  in  the  first  degree,  whereupon  Judge  Gaslin 


♦Engineer  Clark  saw  the  mules  on  his  way  up  from  Bed 
Cloud.  Hearing  of  the  murder  on  his  arrival,  he  reported  the 
matter  and  took  a  posse  at  once  to  capture  the  murderer. 
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sentenced  the  prisoner  to  death,  and  Maj'  29,  1879, 
was  fixed  as  the  day  of  execution. 

The  speedy  capture  and  trial  of  jMcElroy  is 
probably  the  most  summary  transaction  of  the  kind 
on  record  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  in  less  than 
eight  days  after  the  commission  of  the  crime  the 
murderer  received  his  sentence  to  expiate  his  guilt 
by  the  extreme  penalty  of  the  law.  He  was  not 
hanged,  however,  for  his  attorneys  secured  a  new 
trial,  and  he  was  allowed  to  plead  guilty  of  murder 
in  the  second  degree,  and  was  then  sentenced  to  the 
State's  prison  for  life.  In  1889  Gov.  Thayer  par- 
doned him. 

The  celebrated  Olive  case  in  point  of  general 
interest  was  the  most  important  ever  tried  in  Ne- 
braska, or,  perhaps,  west  of  the  Missouri  River, 
This  was  the  trial  in  Hastings,  in  1879,  of  I.  P.  Olive 
and  others  for  the  lynching  and  murder  of  Luther 
Mitchell  and  Ami  W.  Ketchum.  From  the  most 
relialile  sources  of  information  it  is  learned  that  on 
November  27,  1878,  a  party  of  men  rode  up  to  the 
house  of  Mitchell,  on  Clear  Creek,  for  the  purpose, 
they  claimed,  of  arresting  Ketchum,  who  was  living 
with  Mitchell,  for  cattle  stealing.  Instead  of  quietly 
demanding  his  surrender  they  began  shooting  at 
him.  He  was  soon  wounded  in  the  arm,  but  re- 
turned the  shot  and  killed  a  deputy  sheriff  known 
by  the  name  of  Stevens,  but  whose  right  name  was 
Olive.  I.  P.  Olive,  a  wealthy  cattle  man  of  the 
South  Loup,  and  brother  of  the  man  "Stevens"  or 
Olive,  killed  by  Ketchum,  at  once  offered  a  reward 
of  $1,000  for  the  capture,  dead  or  alive,  of  both 
Mitchell  and  Ketchum.  These  men  were  both  will- 
ing to  surrender  to  the  proper  authorities,  but  ex- 
pressed fear  of  the  cowboys  of  Custer  County.  They 
were,  however,  soon  arrested,  and  several  sheriffs 
and  deputy  sheriffs  of  adjoining  counties  received 
their  share  of  the  i-eward.  Then  as  they  were  being 
taken  from  Kearnej'  County  to  Custer  County  for 
preliminary  examination,  by  Sheriff  Gillan,  of  Keith 
County,  and  Phil  Dufrand,  of  Custer  County,  they 
were  taken  fi-om  these  officers  by  a  party  of  armed 
men,  and  at  a  point  about  one  mile  south  of  the 
South  Loup  River,  in  Custer  County,  were  hanged 
and  burned. 

Thev  were  found  the  next  afternoon.      Ketchum 


was  still  hanging,  )_iut  the  rope  suspending  Mitchell 
had  broken,  and  he  was  lying  in  the  ashes  of  the 
still  smoldering  fire  partly  supported  by  the  left 
arm,  which  was  fastened  to  Ketchum's  right  by  a 
pair  of  handcuffs. 

The  brutality  surrounding  the  circumstances  of 
these  men's  death,  being  hung,  shot  and  burned, 
perhaps  alive,  was  such  as  to  cause  the  greatest 
excitement,  and  a  strong  demand  from  the  people  of 
Nebraska  that  those  guilty  of  this  crime  be  hunted 
down  and  punished,  caused  the  State  to  offer  a  re- 
ward of  SI 0,000,  and  a  further  reward  of  $200  each 
from  the  governor  for  all  proven  to  be  implicated  in 
the  sad  affau-. 

Suspicion  at  once  pointed  to  I.  P.  Olive,  who 
with  John  Baldwin,  Myron  Brown,  Barney  Ann- 
strong,  John  Gaslin,  Fisher  Gillan,  Dufrain  and  a 
tfew  more,  were  soon  arrested  and  placed  in  jail  at 
Kearne}-. 

As  Custer  County,  the  county  where  the  crime 
was  committed,  had  not  at  this  time  been  attached 
to  any  judicial  disti'ict.  Judge  Gaslin  concluded  to 
have  these  men  indicted  and  tried  in  Adams  County. 
This  was  clone,  and,  after  a  protracted  trial,  in 
which  the  State  was  ably  represented  by  Attorney- 
General  C.  J.  Dilworth,  District  Attorney  C.  J). 
Scofield,  and  C.  M.  Thurston,  of  Omaha,  and  the 
defendants  by  the  late  Hon.  James  Laird,  Judge 
Homer,  now  judge  of  the  Tenth  district  and  others, 
the  jury  brought  in  a  verdict  of  guilty  against  I.  P. 
Olive  and  one  of  the  others,  toward  whom  suspicion 
pointed,  who  were  at  once  sentenced  to  the  peniten- 
tiary for  life,  while  the  remainder  of  the  indicted 
men  were  released. 

From  the  fact  that  the  State  appropriated 
$10,000  for  the  prosecution  of  this  case,  the  num- 
ber of  men  under  indictment,  the  ability  and  bril- 
lianc}'  of  the  lawyers  arraigned  on  both  sides,  and 
the  heinousness  of  the  crime  charged,  made  it  the 
most  important  in  point  of  interest  of  any  case 
tried  in  Nebraska,  before  or  since.  The  proceedings 
were  reported  by  the  Associated  Press  all  over  the 
United  States,  while  some  papers  had  special  corres- 
pondents located  at  Hastings  during  the  trial. 

After  Olive  had  been  in  prison  about  one  year 
his  lawyers  succeeded  in    having  his  case  brought 
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before  the  superior  court  of  the  State,  and  there  it 
was  held  that  the  indictment  and  trial  in  Adams 
County  was  an  eiTor,  that  the  proceedings  against 
him  should  have  been  brought  in  Custer  County, 
on  account  of  this  error  the  prisoners  were  released 
on  their  own  recognizance.  The  grand  jury  of  Cus- 
ter County  never  having  takfii  any  action  in  the 
case,  they  were  not  brought  h'  trial  aiiniii. 

The  inquisition  upon  the  bculy  of  tiie  muraerei\ 
Martin  HoUerick  was  held  at  the  house  in  Cotton- 
wood, where  the  deceased  resided,  August  28, 1880. 
The  jury  found  Nicholas  Eickinger  (his  brother-in- 
law)  guilty  "f  strikiui;-  the  falal  blow.  As  hitherto 
related,  Rickingcr  escaped  punishment. 

Matt  Simmerman,  who  on  October  16,  1882, 
with  Dick  Belmont,  shot  and  killed  Sheriff  Woods 
in  the  dining-room  of  the  hotel  at  Minden,  was  cap- 
tured, tried,  convicted.  He  was  sentenced  bj-  Judge 
Gaslin  to  be  hanged  on  April  21,  1883.  On  the 
18th  of  that  month  a  writ  of  error  was  sued  out  in 
the  State  supreme  court,  and  in  July  the  judgment 
was  reversed.  On  October  13,  his  second  trial  be- 
gan, and,  on  the  25th,  he  was  sentenced  to  be 
hanged.  February  4,  1884,  another  appeal  to  the 
supreme  court  failed  him,  and  the  sentence  was 
ordered  to  be  carried  out  on  March  17,  1885.  A 
few  daj's  prior  to  this  Lawyer  Burr  sued  out  a  writ  of 
error  to  the  United  States  supreme  court,  and  for 
the  first  time  in  the  legal  history  of  the  country  a 
criminal  under  the  death  sentence  was  allowed  out 
on  bail. 

The  murder  of  Cassius  M.  Millett  was  another 
unfortunate  affair.  Notary'  Puljlic  Le  Dioyt  took 
the  statement  of  Mr.  Millett,  March  27,  1883.  This 
pointed  out  the  sidewalk  between  Pickens'  house 
and  the  mill  where  the  three  murderers  held  him  up, 
telling  him  to  give  up  his  money.  They  then  or- 
dered him  west,  and  at  May's  gate  he  made  an  effort 
to  escape,  and  was  nearly  inside  the  gate  when  he 
was  shot,  after  which  he  climbed  the  line  fence  be- 
tween May's  ground  and  his  own.  On  March  28  a 
meeting  was  held  at  Liberal  Hall,  over  which  Mayor 
Lanning  presided,  to  consider  the  question  of  rais- 
ing moneys  to  be  expended  in  the  capture  of  the 
murderers.  S.  J.  Weigle  was  chosen  secretary,  and 
S.  Alexander,  A.   L.   Clarke,   L.   H.   Tower,  D.    M. 


McElHinney  and  A.  H.  Cramer  were  appointed  a 
committee  on  collections,  and  Thomas  E.  Farrell,  R. 
A.  Batty  and  C.  K.  Lawson  members  of  the  execu- 
tive committee.  Mr.  Millett  died  on  March  27, 
and  was  buried  on  April  1  by  the  G.  A.  R. ,  of 
which  body  he  was  a  member.  The  coroner's  in- 
quest was  held  on  March  30  bj'  Winfield  Aekley, 
coroner,  John  N.  Lyman,  Charles  Cameron,  D.  M. 
McElHinney,  J.  B.  Heartwell,  W.  0.  Hall  and  A. 
L.  Wigton,  jurors;  and  Messrs.  Sowers,  Lynn, 
Urquhart,  Cook,  Naulteus  and  Royce,  physicians. 
Prior  to  this  Deputy  Sheriff  Stock,  Stoelting  and 
others  collected  some  evidence  which  led  to  the 
arrest  of  James  Green,  John  Babcock  and  Fred 
Inghi-am.  A  Mrs.  Davis  found  a  mask  of  curtain 
calico  near  the  scene  of  the  murder,  which  was  recog- 
nized as  a  part  of  the  wash-stand  cover  used  by  Green 
ivi  his  room  at  the  Central  House.  This,  with  the 
fact  that  the  three  criminals  were  seen  in  consulta- 
tion, led  to  their  arrest  at  Kohl's  farm.  On  seeing 
the  mask  and  other  evidences  of  their  guilt  they 
were  amazed.  After  a  preliminary  examination  be- 
fore Judge  Work,  two  of  the  prisoners,  Inghram 
and  Babcock,  turned  State's  evidence,  and  each  told 
the  story  of  the  crime  precisely  as  it  was  planned 
and  perpetrated.  On  the  day  of  their  victim's 
funeral  the  prisoners  were  taken  to  Lincoln  by  Sheriff 
Hutchinson;  but  on  the  day  after  were  taken  back 
as  far  as  Howard,  where  the  coroner's  jury  visited 
them.  On  April  3  they  were  removed  to  Hastings 
and  arraigned  before  Judge  Work.  Babcock  alone 
of  the  trio  plead  guilty.  They  were  guarded  l\y 
special  deputies— C.  H.  Deitrich,  W.  Cutter,  Z.  E. 
Hutchinson,  Edward  Burton  and  J.  P.  Parr,  in  the 
jury  room  off  the  court  room  in  the  "  Stone  Block," 
and  to  all  intents  the  law  was  to  take  its  slow  course. 
At  about  10  o'clock  that  night  a  squad  of  thirty 
men  entered  the  court  room,  breaking  in  the  door, 
whence  they  proceeded  to  the  room  where  the  prison- 
ers were  guarded,  which  they  entered  in  the  same 
manner,  and  placing  revolvers  at  the  head  of  each 
guard,  abducted  the  self-confessed  criminals,  taking 
them  from  their  beds.  Placing  ropes  around  their 
necks,  they  were  marched  down  stairs,  when  Green 
and  Inghram  were  placed  in  a  buggy,  and  Babcock 
led  to  the  place  of  execution — a  bridge  on  the  Grand 
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Island  Railroad  about  one  mile  north  of  the  city. 
There  the  ends  of  the  ropes  attached  to  the  three 
condemned  men  were  fastened  to  the  rails  and  the 
trio  pushed  off  the  bridge.  Mr.  Deitrich.  one  of 
the  guards  who  was  pressed  into  the  service  of 
leading  Babcock  to  execution,  cut  the  rope  and  thus 
saved  the  fellow  for  trial.  An  inquisition  on  the 
executed  criminals  was  held  by  Sheriff  Hutchinson 
with  Lyman  H.  Tower,  Charles  L.  Stone,  A.  H. 
Sowers,  G.  E.  Douglass,  George  Marks  and  G-.  E. 
Kimball,  jurors,  who  returned  a  verlict  of  death 
from  strangulation. — [Mr.  LeDioyt's  report  in  Ga- 
zette-Journal. ] 

In  Jul}-,  1833,  ghostly  visitants  were  observed 
at  the  St.  Joseph  &  Western  Railroad  bridge,  north- 
east of  the  city.  It  appears  that  a  few  persons  while 
passing  the  place  where  Inghram  and  Green  were  so 
summarily  executed,  saw  the  dead  criminals  approach 
the  bridge  and  begin  an  inspection  of  it.  Other 
parties  visited  the  spot,  always  reporting  the  pres- 
ence of  an  unapproachable  ghost.  In  1883  and  1884 
the  Invincibles  took  a  part  in  administering  justice. 

The  Aldrich  mystery  for  a  long  time  occupied 
public  attention*  John  Aldi-ich  was  a  quiet,  highly 
respected  farmer  living  near  Blue  Point  in  the  south- 
ern part  of  Adams  County.  He  died  suddenly  on 
December  5,  1885,  under  quite  suspicious  circum- 
stances. A  few  days  after  his  Ijurial  the  citizens 
concluded  that  an  investigation  was  necessary,  and 
his  body  was  exhumed,  and  the  contents  of  the 
stomach  sent  to  Prof.  Haines,  of  the  Rush  Medical 
College  at  Chicago.  The  chemical  analysis  revealed 
a  large  quantity  of  arsenic.  Suspicion  pointed  to 
his  wife,  Lizzie  Aldrich,  as  the  criminal,  and  she 
was  arrested,  indicted  and  brought  to  trial  at  the 
May  term  of  the  district  court  in  1889,  but  owing  to 
insufficient  evidence  was  acquitted. 

The  theory  of  self-murner  was  advanced  and 
believed  in  by  some,  as  he  had  threatened  to  com- 
mit suicide  on  several  occasions,  and  about  one  half 
hour  before  his  death  he  took  a  drink  of  whisky 
from  a  bottle;  as  he  did  so,  it  is  reported  that  he 
said,  "  here  goes  the  last,"  The  whisky  remaining 
in  this  bottle  was  analyzed  and  revealed  arsenic,  but 
whether  placed  there  by  himself  or  some  one  else, 
was  never  known. 


The  body  of  James  Quinn  was  found  September 
28,  1886,  partially  devoured  by  hogs.  His  mur- 
derers placed  the  body  in  a  shallow  grave,  from 
which  the  hogs  removed  the  clay  covering  and  began 
devouring  the  body.  A  German  named  Sproetz  was 
arrested  and  charged  with  the  crime,  but  Lawyer 
Tanner  urged  his  discharge  so  eloquently  that  the 
justice  acquiesced.  Later  he  was  held  to  give  evi- 
dence before  the  coroner,  but  after  the  adjournment 
of  the  inquest,  he  escaped.  Mayor  Alexander 
called  a  meeting  to  consider  the  question  of  offering 
a  reward  for  the  capture  of  the  murderer.  C.  F. 
Royce  was  appointed  secretary.  The  efforts  to  cap- 
ture the  criminal  failed  and  after  waiting  until 
December  7,  the  coroners  jury  found  Wilhelm 
Sproetz  guilty  of  wilful  murder. 

G.  W.  Randall  was  arrested  March  16,  1887, 
charged  with  criminal  assault  upon  Lora  May  Hart, 
the  eleven  year  old  daughter  of  Marion  Hart,  of 
Edgar.  On  March  17  he  was  taken  before  Judge 
Fleming,  but  the  hearing  was  postponed  until  the 
18th;  it  being  St.  Patrick's  day,  and  a  number  of 
people  in  the  city,  the  authorities  sent  the  ruffian 
under  guard  of  Deputy  Hammond  to  Grand  Island 
for  safety.  Next  morning  he  was  brought  back  for 
trial.  He  was  defended  by  Batty  &  Casto,  while 
Searl,  of  Edgar,  and  C.  H.  Tanner  prosecuted.  (On 
Friday  Mrs.  Randall  arrived  from  Forest  City,  Mo. , 
and  was  at  once  arrested  on  the  charge  of  abetting 
her  husband  in  his  designs  upon  the  child.)  Ran- 
dall pleaded  not  guilty.  The  evidence,  then  taken, 
points  out  that  in  February  Dr.  Randall  visited  his 
several  patients  at  Edgar,  among  whom  was  Mrs. 
Hazelbaker,  who  was  the  first  to  discover  the  Doe- 
tor's  (?)  doings.  Randall,  learning  that  Lora  Hart 
was  suffering  from  sore  eyes,  prevailed  upon  Mr. 
Hart  to  allow  his  dauulit^T  to  lie  treated  by  him. 
The  girl  boarded  at  tiif  Xiw  Eniihuid  House  for  two 
days,  after  which  Mrs.  Ilaiidall  and  the  Doctor  com- 
pelled her  to  stay  with  them  and  even  sleep  with 
them.  All  would  go  to  bed  together,  but  in  the 
morning  the  child  would  find  herself  alone  with  the 
demon  who  was  her  physician.  The  child  protested 
against  his  assaults  and  removed  to  the  Commercial 
Hotel,  where  he  placed  her  under  the  influence  of 
opiates  and  assaulted  her  repeatedly.      By  threats 
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the  couple  compelled  her  to  return  to  their  room,  and 
then  their  treatment  became  too  terrible  to  bear, 
Mrs.  Randall  assisting  the  Doctor.  On  March  12 
the  girl  returned,  and  her  actions  were  of  such  a 
character  as  to  occasion  suspicion.  Her  parents 
questioned  her,  and  breaking  into  tears  she  told  the 
whole  story.  The  evidence  was  so  strong  that 
Judge  Fleming  held  the  leech  in  $5,000  bonds  to 
appear  for  trial.  While  the  papers  in  the  case  were 
being  made  out  a  shot  was  heard  and  Randall  fell 
dead.  A  coroner's  jur}-,  presided  over  by  F.  L. 
Brown,  comprising  C.  H.  Dietrich,  G.  J.  Evans,  J. 
E.  Gant,  Thomas  E.  Farrell.  J.  F.  Ballinger  and 
H.  C.  Haverly,  found  that  death  ensued  "  from  a 
gun  shot  wound  at  the  hand  of  some  party  to  us  un- 
known." Mrs.  Randall  claimed  the  body,  but  being 
short  of  funds,  it  was  interred  in  the  potter's  field. 
Mrs.  Randall  was  held  for  trial  in  bonds  of  $1,000, 
by  Justice  Vineyard.  She  was  taken  to  her  board- 
ing house  and  later  that  night  removed  to  a  safer 
place,  lest  the  angry  people  should  execute  her. 
The  avenger  of  the  wrongs  of  his  little  sister  shot 
well  and  truly,  sending  one  of  the  blackest  hearted 
wretches  of  the  country  before  a  higher  tribunal 
than  the  district  court,  and  saving  the  county  the  ex- 
pense of  a  prosecution. 

The  celebrated  case  growing  out  of  the  defalca- 
tion of  W.  B.  Thome  was  closed  in  December,  1886. 
He  came  to  Adams  County  with  moderate  means  in 
1872,  but  later  was  found  to  be  in  straitened  cir- 
cumstances. In  the  fall  of  1873  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  the  county,  re-elected  in  1875,  again  in 
1876.  and  lastly  in  1879.  Up  to  within  a  yesxr  prior 
to  November,    1879,  there  was  not  a  word  uttered 


against  his  integrity  as  treasurer.  Did  hail  or  grass- 
hoppers destroy  the  crops,  Thorne  would  advance  the 
farmers'  tax,  taking  a  note  in  payment.  He  was  lib- 
eral in  other  directions;  but  the  whisperings  of 
1878  won  some  believers,  for  it  was  apparent  that 
"Papa"  Thorne  could  not  go  so  deeply  into  specu- 
lative deals  and  purchase  so  much  lands,  or  fix  his 
sons  in  business  so  solidly,  without  using  the  county 
funds.  In  1879  the  day  of  reckoning  was  seen  ap- 
proaching. Commissioners  Moore,  Yocum  and  Wil- 
son examined  the  treasurer's  accounts  and  found 
his  balances  of  $30,178.32  fully  accounted  for. 
This  action  disarmed  suspicion  for  a  time;  but  dur- 
ing the  year  1880  another  examination  of  forty  days' 
duration  disclosed  a  storage  of  about  $50,000.  Mr. 
Thorne  turned  his  property  over  to  A.  L.  Clarke 
and  Charles  R.  Jones  as  trustees,  who  in  December, 
1886,  received  the  acknowledgments  of  Judge  Mor- 
ris for  the  manner  in  which  they  carried  out  the 
trust.  When  the  defalcation  was  known  to  exist, 
criminal  proceedings  were  taken  and  after  two  years 
of  law's  delays,  he  was  sentenced  to  a  one  year's 
term  in  the  penitentiary;  but  the  sentence  was  sus- 
pended and  remains  suspended. 

On  January  10, 1890,  Judge  Gaslin  handed  down 
his  decision  in  the  case  of  Adams  County  vs. 
R.  B.  Tussey,  ex  clerk  of  the  county,  to  recover  a 
defalcation.  Judgment  against  Tussey  and  his  fif- 
teen sureties  was  given  for  $1,774.62  and  $150 
costs.  The  Nebraskan  in  noticing  this  case  says: 
"  The  original  deficiency  was  about  $3,000,  after- 
ward reduced,  principally  by  Mrs.  Tussey,  who 
worked  for  mouths  in  the  oflSce  writing  up  the  record 
that  her  husband  had  neglected  to  attend  to. 


^3®^ 


r 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


CHAPTER  XIV, 


Rrfoisi)  OF   Ei.i-CTioNS — Various   Officials   Chosen — Coxsideration   of   Questions   of   Local   Importance- 
I'mur  To\\ '(SHIP  Organization  Laws — Proposition  for  Funding  Bonds — Journalists  and  Journal- 
ism— The  Newspaper  as  a  Po^vERFUL  Moral  Agent — Sketches  of  Press  Enterprises — 
First  Issues  of  Sundry  Publications — Their  Development  and  Influence. 


Serious  in  aspect,  earnest  in  tlieir  taltc. — Diijdcn. 


>HE  first  general  election  for 
Adams  County  was  held  De- 
cember 12,  1871,  when  29 
votes  were  cast,  the  total 
vote  being  recorded  onlj-  on 
the  question  of  locating  the 
county  seat  on  Section  12, 
Township  7 ,  Range  1 1 ,  west  of  the 
sixth  principal  meridian,  there 
being  28  votes  for  and  1  against 
the  proposition.  Samuel  L.  Brass, 
Edwin  M.  Allen  and  Wellington 
W.  Selleck  received  28  votes  each 
^^>N  for  county  commissioners,  for 
three,  two  and  one  year  terms  re- 
spectively, one  vote  being  recorded 
against  each  of  the  two  first  named. 
Russell  D.  Babcock  received  27  votes  for  clerk; 
John  S  Chandler,  26  for  treasurer;  Isaac  W. 
Stark,  26  for  sheriflf;  Titus  Babcock,  26  for  pro- 
bate judge,  Gc^orge  Henderson,  27  for  surveyor; 
Adna  H.  Bowen,  26  for  school  superintendent; 
Isaiah  Sluyter.  28  for  coroner;  William  W.  Camp, 
27  for  assessor;  W.  W.  Selleck,  28  and  Harmon 
H  Ballou.  27  for  justices  of  the  peace;  Simeon 
Johnson  and  Robert  Mason,  28  each  for  consta- 
bles, Judhon  Burwell,  Thomas  J.  Kemp  and  Ed- 
gar A  Adams,  27,  28  and  27,  respectively,  for 
judges  of  election;  Samuel  P.  Howland  and  William 
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J.  Janes,  28  votes  each  for  clerks  of  election.  One 
voter  appears  to  have  opposed  this  ticket,  which  was 
known  as  the  Adams  County  ticket  throughout,  ex- 
cept in  the  case  of  Commissioner  Selleck,  against 
whom  not  one  vote  was  east,  although  one  of  his 
friends  evidently  did  not  vote  for  him. 

The  election  for  Juniata  precinct  in  October, 
1873,  resulted  in  the  choie  of  Samuel  J.  Shirley  and 
William  B.  Cushing,  justices,  over  Charles  Kilburn 
and  Joseph  A.  Robertson,  the  winners'  vote  being 
95  and  the  defeated  candidates'  41.  George  Kuder, 
Charles  R.  Jones  and  James  Norrish  were  elected 
judges  of  election;  John  M.  Cole  and  Enos  J.  Han- 
chett,  clerks  of  election;  William  J.  Derrick  and 
William  H.  Gardner,  constables;  William  L.  Kemp 
received  134  votes  for  assessor. 

The  elections  of  October,  1873,  in  Little  Blue 
precinct  gave  a  majority  vote  to  R.  M.  Jones  for 
justice,  he  receiving  60  against  56  recorded  for 
C.  G.  Wilson  and  21  for  W.  S.Mote;  C.  Bird,  R.  D. 
Carrier  and  S.  M.  West  were  chosen  election  judges; 
J.  L.  Johnson  and  J.  A.  Waldeck,  clerks  of  elec- 
tion; Robert  Mason  and  William  Vastine,  constables; 
Moses  Livingstone,  assessor. 

The  elections  of  October,  1873,  in  Denver  pre- 
cinct resulted  as  follows:  G.  J.  Milliard  received 
100,  L.  C.  Gould  86,  and  F.  S.  Wells  15  for  justices 
of  the  peace,  the  first  named  being  chosen.  M.  K. 
Lewis.  S.  S.  Dow  and  A.  W.  Wheeler  were  chosen 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 


judges  of  election  over  C.  K.  Lawson,  A.  Andrus 
and  L.  C.  Gould;  E.  Steinau  and  D.  S.  Cole  were 
chosen  clerks  of  election;  G.  \V.  Mowerj-  and  F. 
Hudson,  constables;  Cliarles  H.  Paul  received  107 
votes  for  assessor  and  was  unopposed.  In  April, 
1874,  there  were  7  votes  cast  in  favor  of  giving 
aid  to  the  St.  Joe  &  Grand  Island  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  171  votes  against  such  aid.  In  May  134 
votes  were  recorded  for  and  87  contra. 

The  elections  of  October,  1873,  in  Silver  Lake 
precinct  show  46  votes  for  Isaac  Vanderwort  and  45 
for  Charles  W.  Wilson,  who  were  elected  justices; 
B.  H.  Scott,  R.  K.  Dailey  and  M.  B.  Kelly,  judges 
of  election;  H.  B.  Munson  and  J.  J.  Hoyleman, 
clerks  of  election;  J.  W.  Yeager,  who  received  47 
votes  and  John  P.  Duncan  38  votes,  were  chosen 
constables,  and  A.  C.  Moore  received  48  votes  for 
assessor  and  was  elected. 

The  fall  elections  of  1873  were  held  October  17. 
Alexander  H.  Cramer  received  374  votes  and  Wil- 
liam H.  Gardner  1  vote  for  clerk;  William  B. 
Thorne  289,  and  Peter  Fowie  87,  for  treasurer; 
Benjamin  F.  Smith  238,  and  A.  W.  Wheeler  137 
votes  for  probate  judge;  James  B.  McCleery  277, 
and  W.  H.  Gardner  93  for  sheriff;  Hiram  C.  Hum- 
bert 376  for  coroner;  William  Scott  274,  and  Joseph 
Horgan  97  for  surveyor;  Russell  S.  Langley  273, 
and  Dr.  George  Kuder  99  for  commissioner  of 
the  Second  district;  A.  H.  Bowen  374  for  school 
superintendent.  The  question  of  issuing  bonds  to 
fund  county  indebtedness  received  172  votes,  while 
against  the  proposition  295  votes  were  recorded. 

In  June,  1874,  Juniata  gave  78,  Kenesaw  3, 
Denver  4,  Ovid  or  Silver  Lake  17,  and  Little  Blue 
2,  or  a  total  of  104  votes  in  favor  of  issuing  bonds 
to  pay  outstanding  warrants.  The  vote  against  this 
proposition,  in  the  precinct  order  given,  was  36,  22, 
156,  23  and  55,  or  a  total  of  292. 

The  elections  of  October,  1874,  show  480  votes 
for  Lorenzo  Grouse  and  47  for  J.  W.  Savage,  can- 
didates for  Congress.  Under  this  heading,  with 
contg't  written  after  title  of  office  on  record,  Pat- 
rick 0.  Hawes  is  credited  with  487  votes;  Silas 
Garber,  candidate  for  governor  received  485  votes, 
and  A.  Tucklniry  42  votes;  W.  J.  Council  received 
243  votes  for  the  office  of  district  attorney  in  the 


Second  and  M.  B.  Iloxie  in  the  Third  judicial  dis- 
trict; N.  K.  Griggs  received  457,  and  R.  P.  Stein 
75  votes  for  Senator  of  the  Twelfth  district;  A. 
Nance  457,  and  George  H.  Peebles  74,  for  represen- 
tative of  the  Thirteenth  district.  There  were  527 
votes  cast  for  holding  constitutional  convention, 
and  three  cast  against  the  proposition;  A.  D.  Yocum 
received  341 ,  and  J.  H.  Vandemark  182  votes  for 
commissioner  of  the  Third  district. 

W.  D.  Willoughby  was  elected  justice  of  Little 
Blue,  and  Moses  Livingstone  assessor;  J.  B.  Roseoe, 
assessor  of  Silver  Lake;  McD.  Martin  and  William 
Martin,  justices  of  Cottonwood,  and  Richard  Spick- 
nail,  assessor;  A.  L.  Wigton,  justice  of  Denver;  B. 
E.  Boyer,  assessor,  and  C.  E.  Forgy  and  John 
Gould,  constables;  Peter  Fowlie,  justice  of  Juniata; 
W.  L.  Kemp,  assessor;  Edward  Moore  and  John 
W.  Sherffield,  justices  of  Kenesaw,  and  L.  Darling, 

In  May,  1875,  delegates  to  the  constitutional 
convention  from  the  district  composed  of  Webster, 
Kearney  and  Adams,  were  voted  for.  James  Laird 
received  399,  Legrand  B.  Thorne,  375,  M.  V. 
Mondy,  564,  and  Jacob  C.  Wilson,  528. 

The  question  of  re-locating  the  county  seat  was 
also  submitted  at  this  time,  the  vote  for  Juniata  be- 
ing 381,  made  up  as  follows:  Juniata  precinct,  201; 
Kenesaw,  66;  Denver,  7;  Silver  Lake,  68;  Little 
Blue,  11,  and  Cottonwood,  28.  The  vote  in  favor  of 
Hastings  was  559,  Juniata  giving  53;  Kenesaw,  9; 
Denver,  295;  Silver  Lake,  48;  Little  Blue,  114,  and 
Cottonwood,  10.  The  canvassing  board  comprised 
County  Clerk  A.  H.  Cramer,  George  W.  Wolcott 
and  W.  H.  Burr,  who  declared  that  Juniata,  having 
more  than  two-fifths  of  all  the  votes  cast,  should 
continue  to  be  the  county  seat.  Some  wag  in  the 
midst  of  the  serious  contest  cast  his  vote  for  some 
place  which  he  named  Liiniata. 

The  elections  of  October  15,  1875,  show  729 
votes  for  and  21  against  the  adoption  of  the  new 
constitution;  650  for  the  article  relating  to  seat  of 
government,  and  32  against;  673  for  article  allow- 
ing electors  to  express  their  preference  for  United 
States  Senators,  and  46  against;  444  votes  for 
William  Gaslin,  Jr. ,  390  for  C.  J.  Dilworth,  and  46 
for  B.  I.  Hinman,  judge  of  the  Fifth  district;   509 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


for  John  R.  Rateliff,  and  373  for  John  B.  Roscoe, 
candidates  for  commissioners  of  First  district;  868 
for  B.  F.  Smith,  probate  judge;  489  for  'Vyilliam  B. 
Thorne,  and  391  for  S.  Sadler,  candidates  for 
treasurer;  457  for  A.  L.  Wigton,  and  399  for  L. 
Darling,  candidates  for  school  superintendent;  596 
for  James  B.  McCleery,  and  269  for  H.  B.  Strout 
for  sheriff;  864  for  William  Van  Allen,  survej-or; 
485  for  Dr.  C.  M.  Wright,  and  380  for  Col.  W.  L. 
Smith,  candidates  for  coroner;  542  for  A.  H. 
Cramer,  and  347  for  Wesley  M.  White,  candidates 
for  clerk.  Samuel  J.  Shirley  and  Peter  Fowlie  were 
elected  justices,  and  George  T.  Brown  assessor  of 
Juniata;  H.  W.  Krone  and  John  Kent  justices,  and 
L.  A.  Boley  assessor  of  Kenesaw;  George  F.  Work 
and  L.  C.  Gould  justices,  and  J.  A.  Innis  assesor 
of  Denver;  C.  W.  Wilson  and  Isaac  Vanderwort 
justices,  and  A.  C.Moore  assessor  of  Silver  Lake; 
S.  F.  Reed  and  W.  S.  Moote  justices,  and  M.  Liv- 
ingstone assessor  of  Little  Blue;  E.  C.  Clewitt  and 
Charles  Morse  justices,  and  R.  S.  Spicknall  assessor 
of  Cottonwood. 

The  November  elections  were  introduced  in  Cen- 
tennial year.  The  vote  for  A.  H.  Connor  and  other 
electors  was  767;  for  D.  A.  Wheeler  and  other  elec- 
tors, 401.  For  Congress,  Frank  Welch  received 
627;  Marvin  Warren,  111,  and  Joseph  HoUman, 
207;  for  Congress  contingent,  Thomas  J.  Majors, 
746,  and  William  H.  Deck,  19;  for  governor,  Silas 
Garber,  766,  and  Paren  Eigland,  205;  for  district 
attorney,  C.  J.  Dilworth,  965;  for  Senator,  Twenty- 
fourth  district,  J.  S.  Mclntyre,  567,  J.  S.  Gilham, 
300,  and  R.  M.  Simonton,  101;  for  representative. 
Second  district,  S.  Sadler,  593;  L.  P.  Hawley,  331, 
and  George  T.  Hutchinson,  125;  for  commissioner. 
Second  district,  Edward  Moore,  498 ;  Thomas 
Faribee,  282,  and  E.  M.  Allen,  157. 

The  justices  and  assessors  then  elected  were: 
William  L.  Kemp  justice,  and  G.»T.  Brown  assessor 
of  Juniata;  E.  B.  Moore  and  0.  H.  Wright  justices, 
and  John  Fruman  assessor  of  Kenesaw;  D.  L.  Bar- 
lass  assessor  of  Denver;  J.  P.  Duncan  justice,  and 
R.  S.  Spicknall  assessor  of  Silver  Lake;  A.  C. 
Moore  assessor  of  Little  Blue;  J.  A.  Nichols  justice, 
and  J.  Holman  assessor  of  Cottonwood;  John  Dyer 
and  A.  G.  Hall  justices,  and  S.  M.  West  assessor  of 


Pawnee;  A.  F.  Powers  and  L.  P.  Hawley  justices, 
and  D.  M.  Barlass  assessor  of  West  Blue. 

In  April,  1877,  the  question  of  locating  the 
county  seat  was  again  submitted.  Five  hundred 
and  thirtj'-five  votes  were  cast  for  Juniata,  and  844 
for  Hastings.  Juniata  precinct  gave  231 ;  Kenesaw, 
65;  Denver,  26;  Silver  Lake,  46;  Little  Blue,  32; 
Cottonwood,  90;  Pawnee,  27,  and  West  Blue,  18,  in 
favor  of  old  Juniata;  while  Juniata  gave  4;  Kene- 
saw, 13;  Denver,  491;  Silver  Lake,  15;  Little  Blue, 
82,  Cottonwood,  7;  Pawnee,  130,  and  West  Blue, 
102,  in  favor  of  Hastings.  The  canvassing  board 
comprised  County  Clerk  A.  H.  Cramer,  Thomas  R. 
Lee,  and  Thomas  D.  Scofleld,  who  declared  Hast^ 
ings  the  new  county  seat  in  virtue  of  having  received 
over  three-fifths  of  the  entire  vote  cast.  In  No- 
vember A.  D.  Yocum  received  873  votes  for  com- 
missioner, the  other  thirteen  candidates  receiving 
only  50  votes  in  totn;  A.  H.  Cramer  received  970 
votes  against  14  given  to  the  other  six  candidates; 
W.  B.  Thorne  received  645  votes,  and  Charles  S. 
Powers  405  for  treasurer;  S.  L.  Martin,  315,  Ben- 
jamin Vastine,  272;  C.  Kilburn,  167;  W.  S.  Hubble, 
168,  and  J.  H.  Robertson,  114  votes  for  sheriff;  B. 
F.  Smith,  600;  J.  C.  Wilson,  357,  and  A.  H.  Bowen 
86  for  probate  judge;  William  Van  Allen,  1,004  for 
surveyor;  A.  L.  Wigton,  755,  and  A.  D.  Williams, 
260  for  school  superintendent;  W.  Ackley,  537,  and 
F.  E.  Dalrymple  496  for  coroner. 

The  question  of  township  organization  was  sub- 
mitted in  November,  1877.  The  project  received 
732  votes  and  was  opposed  by  56. 

Orlando  Stever  and  Robert  Ash  were  elected  jus- 
tices of  Juniata,  and  John  L.  Kent,  assessor;  J.  M. 
Strohl  and  J.  W.  Stinchcomb,  justices  of  Kenesaw, 
and  John  Truman  assessor;  George  F.  Work,  justice 
of  Denver,  and  D.  L.  Barlass,  assessor;  J.  J.  Hoyle- 
man,  justice  of  Silver  Lake,  and  R.  S.  Spicknall, 
assessor;  D.  C.  Olmsted,  justice  of  Little  Blue,  and 
M.  Livingstone,  assessor;  A.  N.  Hall,  justice  of 
Pawnee,  and  S.  M.  West,  assessor;  A.  F.  Powers, 
justice  of  West  Blue,  and  D.  M.  Barlass,  assessor; 
W.  P.  Davis  and  Joseph  Basye,  justices  of  Cotton- 
wood, and  G.  J.  Holman,  assessor. 

The  elections  of  May  4,  1878,  on  the  question  of 
voting  bonds  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  the  Re- 
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publican  Valley  Railroad,  show  48  for  and  11  contra 
in  Silver  Lake;  82  for  and  21  contra  in  Cottonwood; 
199  for  and  2  contra  in  Juniata;  323  for  and  110 
contra  in  Denver;  72  for,  59  contra  and  12  neutral 
in  Pawnee;  55  for,  25  contra  and  27  against  any 
issue  of  bonds  in  Little  Blue. 

In  November,  1878,  Edward  K.  Valentine  re- 
ceived 773  and  J.  W.  Davis  266  votes  for  Congress- 
man; Thomas  J.  Majors  775  and  Thomas  B.  Parker 
260  for  Congressman,  contingent  (later  Majors  re- 
ceived 776  and  Alex.  Bear,  264  to  fill  vacancy); 
768  for  Albinus  Nance  and  263  for  W.  H.  Webster, 
candidates  for  governor;  782  for  C.  J.  Dilworth  and 
260  for  S.  H.  Calhoun,  candidates  for  attorney-gen- 
eral; 723  for  T.  D.  Scofield  and  292  for  William 
Neville,  candidates  for  district  attorney;  773  for  S. 
R.  Thompson,  and  269  for  S.  L.  Barrett,  candidates 
for  superintendent  of  schools;  461  for  Charles  L. 
Antram,  for  surveyor;  A.  L.  Wigton,  480,  J.  M. 
Abbott,  213,  and  Charles  Kilburn,  329,  candidates 
for  Senator;  491  for  A.  F.  Powers,  and  527  for  R. 
A.  Batty,  candidates  for  representative;  570  for  C. 
G.  Wilson,  and  412  for  John  Duncan,  candidates 
for  commissioner  of  First  district;  398  for  bonds, 
and  616  contra,  Juniata  precinct  giving  15;  Kene- 
saw,  42;  Denver,  259;  Silver  Lake,  1;  Little  Blue, 
10;  Pawnee,  27;  West  Blue,  32,  and  Cottonwood, 
12  for;  while  155,  18,  178,  50,  62,  55,  54  and  44 
were  recorded  against  in  the  respective  precincts. 

In  1878  Charles  Kilburn  was  elected  justice,  and 
John  L.  Kent,  assessor,  of  Juniata;  S.  M.  Roberts 
and  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  justices  of  Kenesaw,  and  John 
Truman,  assessor;  Isaac  Le  Dioyt,  assessor  of  Den- 
ver; S.  L.  Parks  and  B.  F.  Munson,  justices,  and 
R.  S.  Spicknall,  assessor  of  Silver  Lake;  E.  M. 
Beach,  justice,  and  M.  Livingstone,  assessor  of  Lit 
tie  Blue;  D.  M.  Barlass,  of  West  Blue;  C.  C.  Clew- 
itt  and  11.  M.  Boyd,  justices  of  Cottonwood,  and  C. 
IlDlilfeld,  assessor;  John  Dyer,  justice  of  Pawnee, 
and  A.  W.  Waldeck,  assessor. 

The  elections  of  November,  1879,  show  1,843 
votes  for  William  Gaslin  for  judge  of  the  Fifth  dis- 
trict. For  commissioner,  Albert  V.  Cole  received 
1,147,  and  George  T.  Hutchinson,  693;  for  county 
clerk,  John  A.  Waldeck  received  565,  Robert  T. 
McGrew,  523,  and  Robert  B.  Tussey,  752;  for  clerk 


of  the  district  court,  A.  H.  Cramer  received  1,319, 
and  George  H.  Hartsough,  513;  for  treasurer,  Will- 
iam B.  Thorne  received  1,000,  and  Charles  K.  Law- 
son,  852  votes;  S.  Lewis  Martin  received  1,204 
votes,  J.  H.  Robertson,  213,  and  T.  M.  Abbott,  313 
for  sheriff;  Benjamin  F.  Smith,  976,  Charles  Kil- 
burn, 396,  and  G.  D.  Pierce,  347  votes  for  county 
judge;  Jasper  N.  Smith,  1,627  for  surveyor;  Lucy 
A.  McFadden,  1,360,  and  L.  Darling,  451  votes  for 
superintendent  of  schools;  Dr.  William  H.  Lynn, 
1,267,  and  Dr.  J.  J.  Hoyleman,  526  for  coroner. 

The  justices  and  assessors  elected  in  Juniata  pre- 
cinct were  W.  H.  Beal,  justice,  and  John  L.  Kent, 
assessor;  in  Kenesaw,  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  justice,  and 
George  W.  Wolcott,  assessor;  in  Denver,  J.  A. 
Vanatta,  justice,  and  A.  J.  Orendorf,  assessor;  in 
Ayr,  0.  D.  Barrass  received  83,  James  Winney,  16, 
and  four  other  candidates  18  votes  in  toto  for  justice, 
while  A.  C.  Moore  received  106,  E.  J.  Oldham,  36, 
and  S.  Ellis,  30  votes  for  assessor;  in  Little  Blue, 
J.  K.  Dean  was  elected  justice,  and  M.  Livingstone, 
assessor;  in  Cottonwood  Solomon  Holman  was  chosen 
justice,  and  C.  Hohlfeld,  assessor;  in  West  Blue, 
A.  F.  Powers  was  elected  justice,  and  George  Bran- 
nan,  assessor,  and  in  Silver  Lake,  B.  F.  Munson  was 
chosen  justice,  and  R.  L.  Spicknall,  assessor. 

The  votes  on  the  funding  bond  proposition  and 
the  sale  of  county  lot  submitted  in  1879  were  as 
follows:  For  funding  bonds,  284,  against  865;  for 
selling  lot,  1,174,  against,  35. 

The  elections  of  November.  1880,  show  1,444 
votes  for  James  Laird,  550  for  James  E.  Boyd  and 
51  for  W.  M.  Connor,  presidential  electors;  1,448 
for  Albinus  Nance  and  547  for  T.  W.  Tipton,  candi- 
dates for  governor;  1 ,440  for  C.  J.  Dilworth  and 
544  for  George  E.  Pritehett,  candidates  for  attor- 
ney-general; 1,431  for  E.  K.  Valentine  and  542  for 
James  E.  North,  for  Congress;  1,437  for  W.  W.  W. 
Jones,  superintendent  of  schools,  and  547  for  Alex. 
Bear;  1,477  for  A.  T.  Ash  and  526  for  L.  D.  Dent, 
candidates  for  district  attorney;  1,371  for  C.  R. 
Jones  and  640  for  Charles  Cameron,  candidates  for 
representative;  1,363  for  C.  B.  Coon  and  649  for  E. 
]M.  Allen,  candidates  for  Senator  of  the  Twenty- 
fourth  district;  1,389  for  W.  W.  Hopper  and  627  for 
J.  H.  Vandermark,  for  commissioner.     There  were 
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only  173  rotes  cast  as  preference 'votes  for  United 
States  Senator — James  Laird  receiving  169.  The 
assessors  elected  were  John  L.  Kent,  Juniata;  M. 
Higgins,  Kenesaw;  D.  L.  Barlass,  Denver;  A.  C. 
Moore,  Ayr;  William  Colton,  Little  Blue;  E.  Dom- 
iny.  West  Blue;  C.  Hohlfeld,  Cottonwood,  and  R. 
S.  Spicknall,  Silver  Lake.  Isaac  Vanderwort  was 
elected  justice  of  Ayr,  C.  P.  Horcletoad  of  Cotton- 
wood. 

In  November,  1881,  Victor  Bierbower  received 
1,106  votes  for  district  attorney;  Samuel  L.  Brass 
was  candidate  for  university  regent;  S.  L.  Martin 
received  642,  C.  G.  Wieson,  424,  and  George  T. 
Hutchinson,  669  votes  for  sheriff;  W.  S.  Crow,  1 ,346 
and  Emanuel  Stienau,  475  votes  for  treasurer;  George 
F.  Work,  978,  and  Ben.  F.  Smith,  830  votes  for 
county  judge;  Lucy  A.  McFadden,  1 ,789,  and  Lucy 
A.  Darling,  3  votes  for  superintendent  of  schools; 
Gordon  H.  Edgerson,  1 ,567,  and  C.  W.  Wilson,  238 
votes  for  commissioner;  Thomas  E.  Farrell,  1,087, 
and  E.  N.  Woodford,  718  votes  for  surveyor;  Jose- 
phus  Williams,  978,  and  William  H.  Lynn,  822 
votes  for  coroner;  Robert  B.  Tussey,  1,037,  andL. 
M.  Sevenford  777  votes  for  county  clerk. 

The  assessors  elected  were  R.  Ash,  A.  C.  Snoe- 
berger,  D.  L.  Barlass,  A.  C.  Moore,  John  Jung, 
Isaac  Boyd,  J.  G.  Holman,  C.  H.  Chapman  and  G. 
W.  Spicknall. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  elected  this  year  were 
J.  W.  Liveringhouse,  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  J.  H.  Fleming, 
W.  W.  Philleo,  James  K.  Dean,  Solomon  Favinger, 
Aaron  Powers  and  F.  McDonald,  the  order  of 
location  being  Juniata,  Kenesaw,  Denver,  Ayr,  Lit- 
tle Blue,   Cottonwood,  West  Blue  and  Silver  Lake. 

In  February,  1882,  the  funding  proposition  was 
submitted.  There  were  406  votes  cast  against  this 
measure  and  46  in  favor  of  it. 

The  fall  elections  of  1882  show  James  W.  Dawes 
to  have  received  712  votes;  E.  P.  IngersoU,  782, 
and  J.  Sterling  Moi-ton,  440;  for  the  office  of  com- 
missioner of  public  lands  and  bonds,  C.  H.  Madely, 
865  votes,  and  A.  G.  Kendall,  765  votes;  for  Con- 
gress, James  Laird  received  1,005,  and  S.  V.  Moore, 
806  votes;  for  district  attorney,  J.  M.  Abbott  re- 
ceived 1,427  votes,  and  W.  S.  Morlan,  511  votes; 
for  Senator,  A.  H.  Sowers  was  given   1,011  and  A. 


T.  Powers,  840  votes;  for  representative,  H.  G.  Ar- 
mitage  received  784,  L.  H.  Trower,  747,  W.  C. 
Weaver,  719,  C.  W.  Wilson,  688,  J.  G.  Hayzlett, 
439,  and  E.  Koekler,  398;  A.  V.  Cole  received 
1,135,  and  J.  W.  Han-is  666  votes  for  commis- 
sioner of  Second  district,  while  H.  Armstrong  re- 
ceived 713,  J.  Wooster,  667,  and  0.  C.  Brown,  521; 
for  commissioner  of  the  Third  district,  W.  Ackley 
received  490,  and  W.  H.  Lynn,  333  votes  for 
coroner.  The  assessors  elected  were  Robert  Ash,  L. 
A.  Boley,  D.  L.  Barlass,  A.  C.  Moore,  C.  H.  Chap- 
man and  R.  S.  Spicknall.  The  justise  elected  was 
John  Merrill,  of  Cottonwood. 

The  proposed  constitutional  amendment  received 
643  votes,  while  952  were  cast  against  it. 

The  elections  of  1883  show  1,188  votes  for  W. 
H.  Morris,  and  785  for  R.  A.  Batty,  candidates  for 
district  judge;  1,229  for  G.  W.  Bemis,  and  739  for 
J.  W.  Eller,  candidates  for  district  attorney;  1,203 
for  R.  B.  Tussey,  and  767  for  L.  H.  Felt  for  clerk 
of  district  court;  1,122  for  George  Spicknall,  639 
for  E.  J.  Hanchett,  and  265  for  Isaac  Le  Dioyt, 
candidates  for  county  clerk;  1,163  for  J.  B.  Mc- 
Cleary,  and  816  for  W.  S.  Crow  for  treasurer;  711 
for  J.  M.  Abbott,  and  J.  H.  Fleming,  1,260,  candi- 
dates for  probate  judge;  711  for  George  T.  Hutchin- 
son, and  1,266  for  D.  L.  Barlass  for  shei-iff;  841 
for  W.  S.  Hall,  and  1,136  for  A.  E.  Allyn  for 
superintendent  of  schools;  657  for  E.  N.  Woodford, 
and  1 ,353  for  Thomas  E.  Farrell  for  surveyor;  1 ,988 
for  George  B.  Lloyd  for  coroner;  636  for  H.  C. 
Armstrong,  and  1,350  for  George  Crane  for  county 
commissioner;  1,523  for  township  organization,  and 
146  against  such  organization. 

The  assessors  elected  were  J.  L.  Kent,  L.  A. 
Boley,  C.  E.  Hill,  A.  C.  Moore,  J.  G.  Holman, 
John  Jung,  R.  S.  Spicknall  and  J.  A.  Snyder. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  chosen  were  S.  L.  Brass, 
W.  D.  Prindle,  L.  A.  Royce,  W.  W.  McDonald  and 
George  McMillan  (tie),  George  Colling,  J.  Miller 
and  A.  F.  Powers. 

Under  the  law  of  township  organization  as 
adopted  in  1883  by  a  vote  of  1,523  against  146,  the 
offices  of  supervisor,  treasurer  and  clerk  were 
created,  who,  with  the  other  township  officers, 
formed  the  township  boards,  while  the  supervisor 
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was  a  member  of  the  county  lioard.  Juniata  gave 
289  votes  for  this  sjstein;  Kenesaw,  120;  Denver, 
509;  Ayr,  169;  Little  Blue,  96;  Cottonwood,  121; 
Silver  Lake,  71,  and  West  Blue,  148.  Juniata  op- 
posed by  3  votes,  Denver  bj'  124,  Ayr  bj-  6,  Lit- 
tle Blue  by  4,  Silver  Lake  by  8,  and  West  Blue 
by  1. 

The  first  board  of  supervisors,  elected  in  No- 
vember, 1883,  comprised  J.  H.  Spieer,  of  Juniata; 
W.  Parmenter,  of  Kenesaw;  W.  R.  McCully,  George 
Crane  and  James  E.  Reed,  of  Denver;  E.  G.  Dyer, 
of  Ajt:  H.  Stammer,  of  Little  Blue;  M.  A.  Hargle- 
road,  of  Cottonwood;  H.  C.  Munnix,  of  Silver  Lake, 
and  S.  M.  Frink,  of  West  Blue. 

The  clerks  elected  in  1883  were  S.  L.  Salsbury, 
D.  D.  Norton,  F.  C.  Mastin,  J.  E.  Bovard,  I.  M. 
Dean,  Isaac  Boj'd,  John  P.  Duncan  and  T.  L. 
Monaghan,  for  the  townships  in  order  as  given  in 
the  list  of  supervisors. 

The  treasurers  chosen  in  1883  for  the  respective 
townships  in  this  order  were  W.  D.  Sewell,  E.  Budy, 

F.  J.  Benedict,  T.  J.  Edgington,  A.  W.  Waldeck, 
Jacob  Silvers,  P.  H.  Sailor  and  H.  M.  Palmer. 

The  elections  of  1884*  show  1,853  votes  for 
Robert  B.  Harrington,  1,109  for  Patrick  Hines,  and 
114  votes  for  L.  B.  Boggs,  candidates  for  elector 
on  the  three  respective  presidential  tickets.  James 
Laird  received  1,796;  J.  H.  Stickel,  1,057,  and 
Benjamin  Crab,  109  votes  for  Congress;  James  W. 
Dawes  received  1,789;  J.  S.  Morton,  1,171,  and  J. 

G.  Miller,  114  for  governor;  H.  H.  Shedd,  1,943, 
and  L.  C.  Pace,  1 ,121  for  lieutenant  governor;  D.  D. 
Norton  received  the  third  party's  vote  (114)  for 
State  auditor;  A.  H.  Sowers,  1,502,  H.  G.  Armitage, 
1,398,  and  A.  M.  Hall,  143  votes  for  Senator  of 
Twentj'-eighth  district;  F.  R.  Olmsted,  1,665;  A.  V. 
Cole,  1,664;  H.  B.  McGaw,  1,227;  E.  M.  Allen, 
1,253,  Robert  Ash,  149,  and  W.  Woolman,  112 
for  representatives  of  Forty-seventh  district.  For 
amendment  of  constitution,  legal  department,  2,762, 


*  The  Free  Trade  League  was  organized  in  May,  X884,  at  a 
meeting  called  liy  S.  M.  Brobst,  M.  F.  Wallace.  Moses  Sadler. 
J.  R.  McLaughlin.  F  L.  Brown.  T.  F.  Coy.  W.  Sanders.  C.  E. 
Hill.  A.  May,  E.  H.  Reed,  A.  Woolman,  M.  C.  Ross,  C.  Frahm,  J. 
Lahr,  N.  Villmer,  E.  P.  Jansreau.  E.  Foster,  Griff  Evans,  T.  W. 
Hoffman,  W.  Woolman,  W.  Dale.  O.  H.  McNeil,  M.  Sohella. 
John  Jones.  J.  N.  Showen,  L.  Showen.  Joseph  Flicli.  A.  H. 
Browne  and  G.  De  Lagnecau. 


contra,  92;  for  amendment  of  Section  1,  executive 
department,  1,839;  contra,  1,907. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  elected  in  1884  are 
named  as  follows:  S.  M.  Roberts,  Ed  Heine,  J. 
M.  Slater  and  Ed  Forney,  a  tie  vote  of  93  in  Denver; 
A.  N.  Hall,  Joel  Carter,  George  Colling,  John 
Honeywell,  L.  Williams,  W.  Patterson,  W.  W. 
Philleo  and  I.  Johnson,  a  tie  vote  in  Zero,  W.  Still- 
well,  J.  Fleming,  B.  F.  Nunson,  L.  A.  Ku-k,  J.  B. 
Elrod  and  James  Cooper. 

The  first  regular  Prohibition  convention  of 
Adams  County  was  held  September  9,  1884,  with 
Dr.  H.  P.  Pitch,  president,  and  D.  D.  Norton,  sec- 
retary. The  delegates  to  the  State  convention 
chosen  were  N.  L.  Brass,  W.  H.  Burr  and  I.  Evans, 
of  Juniata;  William  Woolman  and  Dr.  Fitch,  of 
Hastings;  A.  C.  Williams  and  C.  H.  Madely,  of 
West  Blue;  Robert  Ash,  of  Kenesaw;  C.  N.  Rawalt, 
of  Denver;  W.  H.  Winters,  of  Cottonwood;  D.  D. 
Norton,  of  Kenesaw,  and  A.  N.  Hall,  of  Ayr. 
Messrs.  Henry  Shedd,  W.  Woolman,  W.  H.  Burr, 
C.  H.  Madely  and  Rev.  J.  Fleming  were  elected 
members  of  the  county  committee. 

The  supervisors  elected  in  1884  are  named  as 
follows:  Howard  Spieer,  Juniata;  B.  F.  Schlegel, 
Kenesaw;  Wan-en  N.  Waldron,  Denver;  H.  P. 
Rowe,  Ayr;  Samuel  Arnold,  Little  Blue;  Henry 
Schnelle,  Hanover;  S.  M.  Frink,  West  Blue;  J.  E. 
Reed,  Blaine;  Walter  Stebbins,  Highland;  D.  Low- 
man,  W,  R.  McCully,  A.  H.  Cramer,  D.  S.  Fowler 
and  C.  K.  Lawson,  Hastings;  George  Crawford, 
Zero;  A.  T.  Shattuck,  Verona;  R.  M.  Boyd,  Rose- 
land;  J.  P.  Dunton,  Silver  Lake;  L.  L.  Mills,  Cot- 
tonwood; Amos  Shattuck,  Wanda,  and  H.  C.  Min- 
nix,  Logan. 

The  township  clerks  chosen  for  townships,  in 
order  as  given  above,  were  James  Newell,  L.  B. 
Partridge,  G.  W.  Hill,  William  A.  Garrison,  Charles 
Spaldron,  W.  H.  Coltron,  Elmer  Simer,  John 
Forner,  Fred  Johnson,  F.  C.  Maston,  R.  K.  Dailey, 
C.  B.  Bigelow  (Frank  E.  Crosier  and  Bans.  Wil- 
liams received  each  61  votes  in  Roseland),  C.  F. 
Orvis,  H.  H.  Crone,  Levi  Spindler  and  Charles  Fer- 
now. 

The  township  treasurers  elected  in  1884  were  B. 
F.    Kellogg,  E.    P.    Gillette,  T.   M.   White,  E.   M. 
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Burton,  Frank  IMcCormick,  A.  W.  Wtildeck,  Lafaj-- 
ette  Dominy,  0.  A.  Dungau,  B.  L.  Kernon,  W.  M. 
Cline,  Charles  Jessie,  B.  R.  Bigelow,  Amos  Wilson, 
P.  H.  Sailor,  L.  W.  Swinford,  E.  Budy  and  D.  F. 
Xicholas. 

The  assessors  elected  were  J.  Burwell,  L.  A. 
Boley,  C.  E.  Hill,  F.  Rudley,  Griff  Evans,  W. 
Biuderup,  John  Wilson,  G.  P.  Alford,  Michael 
McKenney,  D.  H.  Ballard,  Adam  Reeder,  W.  Wil- 
lards,  I.  Boyd,  R.  S.  Spicknall,  C.  P.  Hargleroad, 
C.  Wilson  and  D.  F.  Wilkinson. 

The  elections  of  1885  give  1,829  votes  to  F.  C. 
Mastin,  676  to  A.  Showan,  and  212  to  J.  W.  Brew- 
ster, for  register  of  deeds;  1 ,409  to  J.  B.  McCleary, 
1,043  to  M.  M.  McGrew,  and  267  to  Henry  Shedd, 
for  treasurer;  1,887  to  George  Spicknall,  377  to  L. 
W.  Swinford,  and  212  to  D.  D.  Norton,  for  county 
clerk;  1,705  to  J.  H.  Fleming,  202  to  A.  T.  Shat> 
tuck,  637  to  W.  S.  McKinney,  220  to  0.  B.  Hewett, 
for  county  judge;  1,594  to  D.  L.  Barlass,  734  to  N. 
J.  Hengen,  and  317  to  J.  F.  Merrill,  for  sheriff; 
1,742  to  A.  E.  AUyn,  and  1,003  to  Nettie  Winters, 
for  superintendent  of  schools;  1,911  to  Thomas  E. 
Farrell,  219  to  Soloman  Favinger,  and  216  to  Titus 
Babcock,  for  surveyor;  1,636  to  F.  L.  Brown, 
657  to  E.  R.  Chaffee,  216  to  L.  R.  Markley,  and 
212  to  J.  W.  Wood,  for  coroner.  There  were  744 
votes  cast  for  selling  the  poor  farm,  and  705  against 
its  sale;  712  votes  were  cast  for  purchasing  build- 
ing and  539  against  purchasing  building. 

The  elections  of  1886  show  1,790  votes  for 
James  Laird,  1,233  for  William  A.  McKeighan,  and 
229  for  C.  S.  Harrison,  Congressional  candidates  in 
the  Second  district;  1,845  votes  for  John  M. 
Thaj-er,  990  for  James  E.  North,  239  for  H.  W. 
Hardy,  and  218  for  G.  Burrows,  candidates  for  gov- 
ernor; 1,808  for  H.  H.  Shedd,  and  243  for  M.  K. 
Lewis,  candidates  for  lieutenantgovernor;  1.691  for 
Gilbert  L.  Lewis,  for  State  secretary,  and  471  for 
E.  J.  O'Neil  for  same  office. 

For  Senator  James  B.  Heartwell  received  1,582 
votes,  M.  Cleggitt,  1,006,  and  H.  P.  Fitch,  688. 
For  representative,  A.  V.  Cole  received  1,675;  Hugh 
C.  Minnix,  1,670;  C.  Hohlfeld,  866;  M.  J.  Sadler, 
814;  H.  M.  Palmer,  793,  and  H.  G.  Armitage,  750. 

The  candidates  for  countv  attorney  were  C.  H. 


Tanner,  who  received  1,593  votes;  C.  Kilburu,  651, 
and  0.  B.  Hewett,  922.  The  vote  on  preference  of 
United  States  Senator  gave  567  to  C.  H.  Van  W3'ck; 
3  to  James  Laird;  7  to  J.  S.  Morton. 

There  were  1,818  votes  cast  for  constitutional 
amendment,  and  399  against  it. 

The  township  elections  of  1886*  resulted  in  the 
return  of  the  following  named  citizens  to  the  county 
board  of  supervisors:  A.  S.  Thompson,  from  Ken- 
esaw;  A.  T.  Shattuck,  Verona;  W.  B.  Brown,  High- 
land; S.  M.  Funk,  West  Blue;  Amos  Shattuck, 
Wanda;  James  McKelog,  Juniata;  W.  H.  Waldron, 
Denver;  W^.  W.  Miles,  F.  J.  Benedict,  Jacob  Woos- 
ter,  M.  Van  Fleet,  L.  Hahn  and  Edward  Jones, 
from  Hastings;  H.  B.  McGaw,  Blaine;  T.  B.  Burns. 
Cottonwood;  Thomas  Carter,  Roseland;  J.  S. 
Way,  Ayr;  W.  Theissen,  Hanover;  E.  L.  Button. 
Logan;  J.  P.  Duncan,  Silver  Lake;  Louis  Bloom- 
ingthal.  Zero,  and  F.  C.  McCoi-mick,  Little  Blue. 

The  justices  elected  for  the  respective  townships 
were  R.  Bigelow  and  G.  W.  Pratt,  Ira  Ford,  U.  S. 
Holderman,  C.  F.  Keitzer,  O.  R.  Palmer,  John 
Plank,  of  Denver;  W.  S.  McKenney,  W.  A.  Dil- 
worth,  I.  W.  Cramer,  J.  E.  Gant,  Charles  Doyen 
and  D.  M.  McElHinney,  of  Hastings;  E.  T.  Win- 
ters, L.  W.  Swinford,  Frank  Coilmann,  A.  N.  Hall, 
W.  Binderup;  G.  W.  Parks  and  J.  W.  Smith  had  a 
tie  vote  in  Logan;  S.  W.  Conkle,  Silver  Lake;  W.  W. 
Philleo  and  C.  F.  Warner. 

The  assessors  elected  in  1886  were  G.  W.  Plum- 
mer,  William  Willars,  M.  McKenna,  A.  C.  Tompkins, 
of  West  Blue;  J.  T.  Raglaud  and  I.  Spiudler,  tie  in 
Wanda;  J.  Burwell,  E.  A.  Waldron,  N.  B.  vine- 
yard, S.  M.  Hoagland,  C.  F.  Kidd,  George  Mizen, 
J.  C.  Woodworth,  W.  Binderup,  E.  S.  Minnix.  R. 
S.  Spicknall,  J.  W.  Isaac  and  Griff  Evans. 

The  question  of  issuing  bonds  in  aid  of  the  Kan- 
sas City  &  Omaha  Railroad  Company  was  submitted 
in  March,  1887.  Little  Blue  gave  83  for  and  24 
contra;  Roseland,  58  for  and  52  contra;  Cottonwood. 
32  for  and  48  contra. 


*The  Hastings  non  Political  No  License  League  was  organ- 
ized in  February,  1886,  with  O.  F.  Heartwell,  president;  C.  F. 
Eawalt,  secretary;  D.  M.  Leland,  treasurer;  W.  E.  McCully, 
Prof.  J.  v.  Collins,  C.  S.  Jones,  R.  Cory,  E.  M.  Coover,  C. 
L.  Kirk  and  O.  B.  Hewett,  executive  committee.  This  league 
was  supported  by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  of  the  city. 
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The  vote  ill  May,  1887,  on  issuing  bonds  for 
$30,000,  the  proceeds  to  be  devoted  to  building  a 
county  jail,  was  758,  and  against  the  proposition, 
405,  the  returns  from  Little  Blue  not  being  in  at 
time  of  canvassing. 

The  vote  in  June,  1887,  on  the  proposition  to 
issue  bonds  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  Pacific 
Kailroad  in  Nebraska,  and  to  provide  for  principal 
and  interest  by  direct  tax,  was  3,272  for  and  4,120 
against. 

The  elections  of  November,  1887,  show  2,028 
votes  for  William  Gaslin,  Jr.,  and  310  for  0.  B. 
Hewett,  candidates  for  judge  of  Eighth  district;  1,794 
for  J.  H.  Spicer,  977  for  K.  B.  Tussey,  and  328 
for  Mrs.  Jennie  B.  Holland,  candidates  for  clerk  of 
the  disti-ict  court;  1,969  for  David  L.  Barlass,  959 
for  Thomas  Carter,  and  201  for  W.  B.  Hamilton, 
for  sheriflf;  1,756  for  Charles  H.  Paul,  1,237  for 
M.  M.  JIcGrew,  and  158  for  Peter  Griffith,  candi- 
dates for  treasurer;  1,947  for  L.  B.  Partridge,  1,001 
for  J.  P.  Duncan,  and  197  for  D.  D.  Norton,  candi- 
dates for  county  clerk;  1,739  for  F.  C.  Martin,  313 
for  V.  Edwards,  173  for  J.  W.  Brewster,  and  886 
for  J.  N.  Smith,  candidates  for  register  of  deeds; 
1,965  for  J.  H.  Fleming,  1,001  for  Chris  Hoepner 
and  196for  William  L.  Parmenter,  for  county  judge; 
1,864  for  A.  E.  Allyn,  1,049  for  John  Stevens,  219 
for  Nettie  Winter,  candidates  for  superintendent  of 
schools;  Thomas  E.  Farrell  was  elected  surveyor 
without  opposition;  F.  L.  Browne  received  1,961,  C. 
M.  William,  944,  and  L.  L.  Ames,  248  for  coroner. 

The  supervisors  elected  were  S.  A.  Sayre,  of 
Kenesaw;  S.  G.  Johnson,  Verona;  William  B. 
Brown,  Highland;  A.  F.  Powers,  West  Blue;  Fran- 
cis Phillipi,  Wanda;  James  McKelvey  and  Ed  Kroe- 
ger  received  116  votes  each  in  Juniata;  W.  H. 
Waldron,  Denver;  L.  Hahn  received  160;  C.  E.  Ap- 
gar,  142;  W.  M.  Breed,  139;  W.  M.  Paine,  137,  and 
Chris  Hansen,  135  in  Hastings  City;  D.  B.  Snod- 
grass,  Blaine;  H.  P.  Johnson,  Cottonwood;  T.  W. 
Carter,  Koseland;  J.  E.  Woodworth,  Ayr;  Henry 
Stammer,  Hanover;  J.  F.  Fernon,  Logan;  B.  F. 
Munson,  Silver  Lake;  Adam  Reeder,  Zero;  F.  P. 
Harrison,  Little  Blue. 

The  assessors  elected  in  1887,  in  the  order  of 
townships  as  given  in  list  of  supervisors,  are  named 


as  follows:  A.  C.  Moore,  William  Willers,  M.  Mc- 
Kinney,  A.  C.  Tompkins,  J.  M.  Sandford,  John 
Burwell,  F.  M.  White,  W.  W.  Miles,  S.  M.  Hoag- 
land,  H.  W.  Crone,  George  E.  Mizen,  W.  Houston, 
W.  Binderup,  E.  S.  Minnix,  R.  S.  Spicknall,  S.  F. 
Reed,  Griffith  Evans. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  elected  in  1887,  in  the 
same  order  of  townships  were:  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  R. 
Bigelow,  V.  Kernon,  A.  F.  Powers,  M.  McQuinlan, 
A.  R.  Palmer;  H.  H.  Ballou  and  W.  S.  Miles  re- 
ceived 67  votes  each  in  Denver;  D.  M.  McElHinney, 
J.  Forner,  G.  J.  Holman,  M.  J.  Stoetzel,  G.  M. 
Bechtelheimer.  L.  Calhoun,  James  Cooper,  H.  J. 
Miller,  W.  W.  PhiUeo,  J.  K.  Deane;  J.  E.  Pierce 
was  chosen  justice  in  the  Second  ward  of  Hastings; 
N.  B.  Vinyard  and  L.  A.  Royce  received  307  votes 
each  in  the  Third  ward,  and  R.  V.  Shirley  was  chosen 
in  the  Fourth  ward. 

The  vote  for  presidential  electors  in  1888  was 
1,282  for  C.  W.  Allen  and  four  others;  1,029  for 
George  H.  Hastings  and  four  others;  375  for 
James  R.  Carej'  and  four  others,  and  230  for  C.  W. 
Wheeler  and  four  others.  For  Congress,  James 
Laird  received  1,800;  William  G.  Hastings,  1,315; 
George  Scott,  435,  and  R.  H.  Rohr,  211.  For  gov- 
ernor, John  M.  Thayer  received  1,887;  John  A. 
McShane,  1,339;  George  E.  Bigelow,  376,  and 
David  Butler,  209.  For  Senator,  Frank  D.  Tag- 
gart  received  1,529;  W.  A.  Jones,  1,218;  Samuel 
Alexander,  665,  and  Francis  Phillips,  311.  For 
representative  Forty-fifth  district,  Fred  P.  Olmsted 
received  1,737;  Herman  D.  Einspahr,  1,280;  D. 
D.  Norton,  406,  and  J.  B.  Koch,  268.  For  repre- 
sentative Fortj'-sixth  district,  Leopold  Hahn,  1,708; 
Frank  C.  Buschow,  1,236;  J.  B.  Elrod,  471,  and 
J.  F.  Merrill,  289.  For  county  attorney,  John  A. 
Casto  received  1,889;  George  W.  Tibbits,  1,296; 
John  Snider,  372,  and  George  Lynn,  235. 

The  vote  on  the  issue  of  bonds  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  court-house  and  jail,  and  the  levy  of  a 
tax  to  pay  principal  and  interest  of  such  bonds,  was 
1,416  for,  and  1,044  conti-a.  Kenesaw  gave  11; 
Highland,  10;  West  Blue,  22;  Juniata,  5;  Denver, 
14;  Blaine,  20;  Roseland,  8;  Ayr,  6;  Hanover,  8; 
Logan,  2;  Zero,  9;  Little  Blue,  7,  and  Hastings, 
1,301   votes   for   the    proposition.      Kenesaw    gave 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


108;  Verona,  66;  Highland,  51;  West  Blue,  20; 
Wanda,  73;  Juniata,  239;  Denver,  35;  Blaine,  12; 
Cottonwood,  69;  Roseland,  94;  Ayr,  73;  Hanover, 
34;  Logan,  54;  Silver  Lake,  33;  Zero,  27;  Little 
Blue,  49,  and  Hastings  Citj-,  7  against  the  proposi- 
tion. 

The  supen'isors  elected  in  1888  were  the  fol- 
lowing :  S.  A.  Saj-re,  Kenesaw  (161  votes  cast); 
William  Willars,  Verona  (122);  M.  McKenna, 
Highland  (158);  A.  F.  Powers,  West  Blue  (142); 
Fred.  Einspahr,  Wanda  (126);  Ed.  F.  Gettle,  Juni- 
ata (281);  D.  C.  Kerr,  Denver  (140);  D.  B.  Snod- 
grass,  Blaine  (123);  C.  R.  Hohlfeld,  Cottonwood 
(91);  Charles  Grebe,  Roseland  (122);  W.  C.  Hodges, 
Ayr  (168);  John  Clute,  Hanover  (122);  J.  F. 
Fernon,  Logan  (83);  W.  E.  Huslin,  Silver  Lake 
(95);  A.  Reeder,  Zero  (91);  T.  T.  Jones,  Little 
Blue  (114).  Warren  Letson,  F.  J.  Benedict, 
James  Strickland,  D.  W.  Palmer,  received  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  in  their  respective  wards  of 
Hastings. 

The  assessors  elected  in  1888,  in  the  order  of 
townships,  as  observed  in  list  of  supervisors,  were: 
J.  Coulter,  E.  J.  Hanchett,  A.  C.  Tompkins,  G. 
W.  Wolcott,  W.  E.  Shaver,  C.  E.  Hill,  S.  M.  Hoag- 
land,  Mark  Schroeder,  W.  E.  Stoetzel,  William 
Huston,  W.  Binderup,  G.  W.  Maxwell,  R.  S.  Spick- 
nail,  J.  W.  Isaac,  W.  Washbourn  and  E.  P.  Nellis. 

The  justices  elected  in  1888,  for  the  respective 
townships,  were:  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  H.  J.  Strait,  L. 
Shepherd,  E.  Hemenover,  Jacob  J.  Lauerman,  D. 
R.  Ball,  J.  R.  Lefever  (no  election  for  this  office 
reported  in  Blaine),  Gaylord  Wright,  John  Young, 
A.  N.  Hall  (no  election  for  this  office  in  Hanover), 
D.  F.  Nicholas,  Logan;  R.  N.  Kinsey,  Silver  Lake; 
H.  Weathwax,  Zero  (no  election  for  this  office  in 
Little  Blue);  George  W.  Spicknall  received  a  major- 
ity of  votes  in  First  ward,  Robert  Morledge  in  Second 
ward,  and  E.  E.  Sawyer  in  Fourth  ward,  of  Hast^ 
ings. 

The  supervisors  elected  in  1889  were  John  L. 
Stoner  (70),*  Kenesaw;  W.  J.  Willars  (111),  Ver- 
ona; M.  McKenna  (87),  Highland;  A.  F.  Powers 
(113),  West  Blue;  H.  Fred  Einspahr  (75),  Wanda; 
Ed  F.  Gettle  (245),  Juniata;  John  T.   Barr  (113), 

*  The  vote  given  for  the  townships  is  the  total  vote. 


Denver;  B.  B.  Snodgrass  (76),  Blaine;  C.  R.  Hohl- 
feld (48),  Cottonwood;  J.  P.  Duncan  (121),  Rose- 
land; J.  Hill  (94),  Ayr;  John  Gordon  (100),  Han- 
over; H.  C.  Minnix  (79),  Logan;  W.  P.  Clawson 
(84),  Silver  Lake;  Lester  Warmuth  (121),  Zero;  T.  T. 
Jones  (97),  Little  Blue.  D.  H.  Ballard  received 
818  votes;  W.  M.  Vastine,  814;  F.  J.  Benedict, 
811;  D.  M.  McElHinney,  811;  W.  A.  Dilworth,  801, 
R.  V.  Shockey,  803,  and  Ed  Burton,  681. 

The  assessors  elected  in  1889,  in  the  order  above 
given,  are  named  as  follows:  A.  C.  Moore,  E.  J. 
Hanchett,  J.  C.  Millikin,  A.  C.  Topipkins,  George 
W.  Wolcott,  W.  E.  Shaver,  T.  J.  Taylor,  S.  M. 
Hoagland,  George  Slay,  A.  E.  Stoetzel,  M.  N.  Kress, 
J.  Madson,  G.  W.  Maxwell,  R.  S.  Spicknall,  W. 
Blumenthall,  William  Washbourne,  and  E.  P.  Nel- 
lis re-elected  in  Hastings. 

The  justices  of  the  peace  elected  in  1889  were 
W.  E.  Latta,  B.  F.  Barr,  A.  R.  Pearson,  J.  Wilson, 
J.  J.  Lauerman  (0.  R.  Palmer  and  D.  R.  Ball  re- 
ceived 149  votes  each  in  Juniata),  S.  W.  Niles,  H. 

B.  McGaw,  C.  Larson,  T.  W.  Carter,  W.  S.  Wil- 
loughby,  G.  CoUings,  N.  B.  Clark,  C.  F.  Orvis,  W. 
W.  Philleo;  S.  Bechtelheimer,  in  the  townships.      A. 

C.  Moore  (R.  R.  Morledge  and  N.  S.  Rohrer  re- 
ceived each  201  votes),  N.  B.  Vinyard  and  J.  C. 
Williams  received  the  majority  votes  in  their  respec- 
tive wards  at  Hastings. 

The  township  clerks  elected  in  1889  are  P.  E. 
Hatch,  Kenesaw;  Frank  Sutter,  Verona;  Thomas 
Wynne,  Highland;  W.  J.  Huxtable,  West  Blue; 
Leo  Portz,  Wanda;  F.  E.  Kelly,  Juniata;  William 
Brodley,  Denver;  F.  V.  Nash,  Blaine;  W.  T.  Car- 
son, Cottonwood;  Charles  Hohlfeld,  Roseland;  Dan 
Bitner,  Ayr;  J.  M.  Dean,  Hanover;  Eli  Jenkins, 
Logan;  Frank  McDonald,  Silver  Lake;  R.  Ratcliff, 
Zero,  and  Griffith  Evans,  Little  Blue. 

The  township  treasurers  elected  in  1889  were  J. 

B.  Cook,  Kenesaw;  D.  R.  Bigelow,  Verona;  Hei-man 
Bertert,  Highland;  H.  M.  Palmer,  West  Blue;  Peter 

C.  Einspahr,  Wanda;  Gilbert  Faber,  Juniata;  S.  A. 
Nash,  Denver;  John  Forner,  Blaine;  C.  B.  Powers, 
Cottonwood;  W.  F.  Duncan,  Roseland;  W.  J.  Clark, 
S.  Bauder,  W.  E.  Munson,  Logan;  H.  M.  MeClure, 
Silver  Lake;  Chris  Kork,  Zero,  and  B.  K.  West. 
Little  Blue. 
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The  elections  of  Xovember,  1889,  show  1,6G8 
votes  for  Nerval  (R);  1.170  for  Ames  (D),  and  221 
f(.r  Wigton  (P),  candidates  for  supreme  judge; 
],G91  for  Laws  (R),  1,151  for  Casper  (D),  and  190 
for  Bentley  (P),  candidates  for  Congress;  1,760  for  C. 
H.  Paul  (R),  1,057  for  Phillips  (D),  and  198  for 
Waldron  (P),  candidates  for  county  treasurer;  1,756 
for  Patiidge  (R),  1,088  for  Breed  (D),  and  196  for 
Hoagland  (P),  candidates  for  county  clerk;  1,641 
for  Wilson  (R);  1,207  for  Brown  (D),  and  204  for 
Norton  (P),  candidates  for  recorder;  1,687  for 
Cramer  (R);  1,159  for  Kelly  (D)  and  191  for  Aim- 
strong  (P),  candidates  for  sheriff;  1,759  for  Burton 
(R),  1,117  for  Lynn  (D),  and  164  for  Hewitt  (P), 
candidates  for  county  judge;  1,860  for  Bette3's  (R), 
and  298  for  Jones  (P),  candidates  for  superintendent 
of  schools;  1,738  for  Irwin  (R),  1,111  for  Mc- 
Kenney  (D),  and  219  for  Putt  (P),  candidates  for 
office  of  coroner;  1,758  for  Woodward  (R),  and  197 
for  Orvis  (P),  candidates  for  survej-or. 

The  pioneer  journal  of  Adams  County  was  the 
Gazette,  issued  at  Juniata  in  1872.  It  was  estab- 
lished solely  to  defend  the  old  county  seat  against 
all  assailants,  and  to  cry  down  all  opposition  to  the 
little  village  of  the  prairie.  In  1873  the  Journal 
was  founded  at  Hastings.  It  was  superior  to  the 
Gazette  as  a  local  newspaper;  but,  like  the  pioneer 
paper,  defended  its  new  town  of  Hastings  against 
all  the  assaults  of  the  press  and  people  of  Juniata. 
In  1876  the  Times  was  issued  at  Kenesaw  and  there 
were  three  Richmonds  in  the  field.  As  newspapers 
the  publishers  overlooked  thousands  of  interesting 
incidents,  while  singing  the  praises  of  their  respect- 
ive districts.  They  were  expert  songsters,  each 
liaving  his  own  scale.  Thej-  never  sung  in  harmony. 
After  the  second  paper  was  established  the  county 
seat  war  was  begun,  and  the  third  paper  presented 
itself  in  time  to  act  the  part  of  home  guard.  A  few 
years  later  the  Bohemians,  with  all  their  faults  and 
their  many  virtues,  came,  and  the  little  newspaper 
world  of  Adams  County  extended  its  dominion. 
The  adopted  sons  of  Bohemia,  following  fancy's 
bright  stream,  ignoring  the  honors  of  thrift  and 
trade,  condemning  the  iced  charity  given  in  the 
name  of  a  business-like  statistical  God,  helping  a 
liiother  in  want,  and  always  hoping  to  live  and  die 


in  Bohemia,  came  hither  to  preach  their  theories. 
Some  of  them  failed  in  the  Bohemian  land,  some 
prospered  and  are  here  to-day.  The  Gazette  deserted 
the  waning  cause  of  Juniata,  and  the  Times  came 
all  the  way  from  distant  Kenesaw.  The  latter  was 
merged  into  the  Nebraskan  and  the  former  into  the 
Journal. 

The  consolidation  of  the  warring  journals  was 
effected  in  January,  1880,  by  A.  L.  and  J.  W.  Wig- 
ton,  who  conducted  the  Gazette- Journal  until  the 
organization  of  the  stock  company  in  the  fall  of 
1882,  when  work  on  a  new  office  building  was  com- 
menced. In  the  spring  of  1883  the  building  was 
completed  and  taken  possession  of,  and  in  August 
of  that  year  the  Daily  Gazette-Journal  was  issued. 
The  Gazette-Journal  Publishing  Company  was  re-or- 
ganized in  September,  1885,  with  E.  C.  Webster, 
president;  J.  V.  Heartwell,  vice-president;  C.  P. 
Webster,  treasurer;  Samuel  Alexander,  secretary, 
and  J.  0.  Fisher,  manager.  A.  L.  Wigton  con- 
tinued on  the  directors'  board,  and  C.  F.  Royce,  edi- 
tor. The  office  was  improved  in  many  departments, 
new  type,  presses  and  bindery  machinerj' introduced, 
and  the  stock  of  paper  and  printing  material  in- 
creased. In  October  the  Daily  Gazette-Journal  was 
enlarged  to  a  twenty-eight  column  paper,  and  a  reg- 
ular system  of  delivery  adopted. 

In  1886  an  addition  of  forty-four  feet  was  made 
to  the  building  of  1882-83,  and  the  present  arrange- 
ment of  departments  adopted  by  J.  0.  Fisher,  the 
manager. 

C.  F.  Royce  came  to  Hastings  from  Iowa  in 
1878.  He  purchased  the  Sunday  Gazette-Journal 
in  1889,  and  is  still  managing  editor  of  that  paper. 

Miles  K.  Lewis,  born  in  Genesee  County,  N.  Y. , 
in  1825,  located  400  acres  of  land  near  Hastings  in 
1873,  and  the  same  year  entered  the  field  of  journal- 
ism with  A.  L.  Wigton  in  the  publication  of  the 
Journal.  Early  in  1875  he  determined  to  give  at 
tention  to  his  lands,  but  in  1878  returned  to  the  city 
and  established  the  Lewis  Patent  Grain  Header  fac- 
tory. A  reference  to  the  several  chapters  on  Adams 
County  history  will  give  the  details  of  Mr.  Lewis' 
connection  with  this  section  of  the  State.  On  July 
30,  1874,  R.  A.  Dague  issued  his  greeting  as  part 
ner  of  Mr.  Wigton  in  the  publication  of  the  Journal, 
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the  latter  being  alone  in  the  management  since  Feb- 
ruary 2G,  1874.  Later  that  year  John  and  Emma 
Leonard,  employes  of  the  ofHce  since  its  beginning, 
left  for  Texas.  On  January  7,  1875,  Mr.  Wigton 
sold  his  half  interest  to  Dague,  but  on  October  14, 
1875,  tlie  pioneer  editor  resumed  sole  ownership, 
when  W.  F.  J.  Comly  was  appointed  associate  editor. 

During  the  year  1875  the  county  seat  war  was 
confined  for  a  time  to  the  pages  of  this  Journal  and 
the  Gazette. 

The  destruction  of  the  Gazette  office  and  contents 
occuiTed  July  29, 1889.  Insurance  on  building  and 
stock,  although  heavy,  did  not  cover  the  total  loss. 
Owing  to  the  efficiency  of  the  fire  department  the 
Oliver  building  was  saved,  although  at  one  time  in 
possession  of  the  fire  fiend. 

The  Central  Nebraskan  was  issued  February  8, 
1878,  by  A.  D.  Williams  and  M.  J.  Abbott.  In 
their  salutatory  they  speak  of  the  success  which  at- 
tended the  Kenesaw  Times  during  its  existence  for 
the  eighteen  months  prior  to  February  8,  1878,  when 
the  Nebraskan  succeeded  it.  The  publishers  further 
state:  "The  Times  was  a  sort  of  by-play  with  us. 
We  expect  to  give  more  time  and  energy  to  the  Ne- 
braskan. *  *  *  It  will  be  Republican  in  pol- 
itics. *  *  *  ■^'e  desire  both  specie  payment 
and  the  remonetizing  of  silver;  not  because  we 
deem  either  gold  or  silver  a  desirable  currency,  but 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  greenback  equal  to 
the  gold  dollar  or  any  other."  Some  days  after 
Abbott  called  on  ]Mr.  Clarke  at  the  bank  for  pro- 
ceeds of  note  left  for  collection,  and  was  handed 
seventy-five  silver  dollars.  He  scratched  his  head  a 
little,  but  without  further  comment  took  away  the 
load  of  metal.  In  March,  1878,  A.  D.  Williams' 
name  appears  as  sole  owner,  and  on  November  8, 
I.  D.  Evans  became  associated  with  him.  With 
No.  1  of  Volume  II  of  the  Central  Nebraskan,  Feb- 
ruar}'  4, 1879,  was  ushered  in  the  era  of  semi- weekly 
journals  here. 

No.  1,  Vol.  I,  Daily  Nebraskan,  was  issued  May 
3,  1880,  by  A.  D.  Williams,  who  in  his  salutatory 
says:  "Well!  here  we  are — the  Hastings  Daily 
Nebraskan — and  with  associated  press  dispatches 
several  hours  ahead  of  any  other  source.  AiTange- 
ments  have  been  made  by  which  we  shall,  in  any 


event,  run  the  Daily  during  the  presidential  cam- 
paign. It  is  for  the  citizens,  and  especially  the  bus- 
iness men  of  Hastings,  to  say  whether  it  shall  con- 
tinue as  a  permanent  institution  of  the  city.  This 
arrangement  will  do  away  with  the  semi-weekly 
edition,  and  the  weekly  will  assume  its  old  quarto  or 
double  foi-m." 

The  salutator}'  of  A.  T.  Bratton,  as  publisher  of 
the  Nebraskan  (weekly),  appeared  June  21,  1883. 
In  this  he  says:  "Politically  we  have  always  lent 
allegiance  to  the  Republican  party.  *  *  *  Our 
doctrine  is  '  live  and  let  live. '  There  are  substantial 
rights  which  labor  is  demanding,  and  which,  when 
properly  formulated  and  understood,  must  and  will 
be  recognized,  simply  because  they  are  founded  in 
eternal  justice. "  In  this  issue  the  verdict  of  guilty, 
returned  bj-  the  jury  in  the  trial  of  William  B. 
Thorne,  for  embezzling  $22,000,  is  given.  In  the 
local  columns  is  a  report  of  the  first  annual  literarj' 
entertainment  by  the  students  of  Hastings'  College, 
and  a  programme  of  the  Fourth  of  July  festivities 
at  Ayi-. 

The  Adams  County  Democrat  was  issued  July 
10,  1880,  by  Richard  Thompson,  who  in  his  salu- 
tatory says:  "  The  question  of  establishing  a  Demo- 
cratic newspaper  in  Adams  County  is  a  question  that 
has  been  agitated  for  some  time.  The  enterprise  in 
all  its  bearings  has  been  thoroughlj-  discussed.  The 
question  as  to  whether  there  was  a  dejnand  for  such 
a  paper,  and  whether  it  would  pay,  were  the  princi- 
pal points.  These  having  been  settled  the  Demo- 
crat makes  its  appearance  as  a  Democratic  journal. 
Its  mission  is  not  to  pull  down  and  destroj',  but  to 
build  up — to  represent  the  real  interests  of  the  party 
and  this  great  country."  The  Wahlquist  Brothers 
(R.  B.  and  G.  L.)  are  the  present  owners  of  this 
journal.  Mr.  Le  Doiyt,  for  many  years  connected 
with  the  press,  and  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Hast> 
ings,  is  a  member  of  the  staff  of  the  Democrat. 

The  Nebraska  Volksfreund  dates  back  to  1883. 
On  April  13,  1886,  the  office  was  purchased  by 
William  Breed,  who  settled  at  Hastings  in  1874,  and 
in  November,  1889,  by  P.  N.  Carson,  who  issued  No. 
26  of  Vol.  VII.  December  19,  1889.  At  the  close 
of  January,  1890,  this  journal  suspended  publica- 
tion. 
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The  Hastings  College  Review  for  December, 
1883,  was  edited  by  F.  R.  Dungan,  assisted  by  Prof. 
G.  E.  Wliite,  J.  H.  H.  Hewitt,  A.  D.  Raney,  Alice 
Yocum,  0.  A.  Farnham,  T.  J.  MeCully  and  G.  A. 
Bii-dsall.  Bliss  Ada  F.  Nowlan  contributed  a  paper 
on  Beethoven. 

The  Yidette  is  the  college  journal  of  the  students. 
It  was  first  issued  in  1885. 

The  Hastings  Independent  was  issued  July  3, 
1886,  by  Frank  Taggart,  manager,  and  Isaac  Le 
Doiyt,  editor.  In  the  salutatory  the  editor  says: 
"The  Independent  comes  before  you  as  an  inde- 
pendent family  newspaper.  Politically  we  shall  hold 
that  measures  are  above  men,  and  shall  support  such 
men  only  as  we  think  will  best  subserve  the  com- 
mon good.  On  March  12,  1887,  the  office  was  pur- 
chased b^^  A.  L.  Wigton  and  A.  H.  Brown,  and 
this  journal  entered  the  Republican  ranks. 

The  Nebraska  Newspaper  Union  was  established 
at  Hastings  in  March,  1888,  with  the  view  of  sujj- 
plying  to  the  local  press  ready  printed  matter  or 
whole  editions  of  weekly  newspapers.  Beyond  the 
organization  little  was  accomplished,  although  the 
field  is  here  and  Hastings  has  railroad  communica- 
tion with  it  in  all  its  parts. 

The  Hastings  Republican  was  issued  January  12, 
1889,  by  C.  L.  and  F.  A.  Watkins.  In  their  salu- 
tatory they  outline  their  politics  in  the  following 
paragraph:  ' '  The  Hastings  Republican  as  a  name 
mirrors  a  true  image  of  the  political  features  of  this 
journal.  The  Republican  expects  to  have  the  cour- 
age of  its  convictions.  When  an  opinion  is  ui'ged 
by  the  stress  of  demand  it  will  be  given  without 
fear  or  favor,  but  given  with  due  defference  to  the 
honest  judgment  and  motives  of  its  readers.  "  This 
modest  little  paragraph  was  well  received  and  the 
Republican  won  its  way  into  tavor.  The  issue  aver- 
ages about  1,200  weekly.  The  whole  paper  is 
printed  at  Hastings. 

Hastings  Tribune,  No.  1 ,  Vol.  I. ,  was  issued 
November  16,  1889,  by  R.  Thompson,  who  estab- 
lished the  Democrat  in  1880,  and  Allen  P.  Brown, 
of  Clay  County.  Within  a  month  the  Tribune 
established  itself  as  a  journal  full  of  news,  and  one 
capable  of  drawing  a  very  fine  line  between  the 
sacred    and  profane.      The    Christmas  of    1889  ap- 


pears to  have  made  a  favorable  impression  on 
Brother  Dick,  for,  on  December  27,  he  makes  on  his 
editorial  page,  the  following  modest  proposition: 
' '  The  Tribune  office  is  greatly  in  need  of  a  popular 
book,  written  bj'  several  well-known  authors.  The 
work  is  one  of  mutual  interest  and  has  been  read, 
more  or  less,  by  thousands  of  people.  It  is  famil- 
iarly known  as  the  Bible,  or  word  of  God.  We 
were,  at  one  time,  the  owner  of  this  valuable  work, 
but  it  was  pilfered  by  some  unknown  wretch.  To 
an}'  one  who  will  kindly  furnish  us  with  a  volume 
of  this  valuable  work  we  will  send  them  a  copy  of 
this  great  moral  and  familj^  newspaper.  This  prop- 
osition will  be  open  until  January  first  only.  An 
illustrated  edition  preferred  !  " 

The  Daily  Press  was  issued  November  21:,  1889, 
by  the  Press  Publishing  Company — J.  AY.  Kinsella, 
president  and  manager;  W.  B.  Palmer,  secretary 
and  treasurer,  and  Walt  Mason,  editor. 

The  Press  was  a  most  aggressive  morning  jour- 
nal and  made  enemies  daily.  The  old  Nebraskan 
was  even  driven  to  oppose  it  determinedly;,  so  that, 
notwithstanding  its  newsy  character,  it  had  to  col- 
lapse, the  last  copy  being  issued  December  12,  1889. 

The  Trade  Book,  a  periodical  devoted  to  the  in- 
terests of  real  estate  agents  and  property  owners,  is 
issued  by  F.  E.  Garratt  in  January,  April,  July  and 
October  each  year,  No.  29  being  issued  in  October. 

In  January,  1890,  a  report  was  cun-ent  that  a 
new  weekly  journal  was  to  be  established  in  the 
interest  of  the  Union  Labor  movement. 

The  Adams  County  Gazette  made  its  appearance 
at  Juniata,  in  January,  1872,  by  C.  C.  and  R.  I). 
Babcock.  In  1876  the  office  was  removed  to  Hast- 
ings. In  November,  1880,  Charles  Kelley  and  J. 
W.  Short  purchased  the  office,  and  thej-,  in  Decem- 
ber of  that  3'ear,  sold  to  W.  L.  Wigton  &  Brother, 
who  consolidated  it  with  the  Journal  under  the 
name  Gazette-Journal.  During  its  career  of  four 
years  at  Juniata  it  espoused  the  claims  of  that  town 
against  all  opposition,  but  deserted  when  the  enemj- 
attacked  in  force,  and  moved  into  their  headquarters. 

R.  D.  Babcock,  born  in  Moni-oe  County,  Mich., 
in  1846,  served  from  1863  to  1865  with  the  Eleventh 
Michigan  Cavalry  and  Sixth  United  States  Colored 
Cavalry,  and,  in  1871,  settled  in  Juniata  precinct, 
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where  he  entered  a  quarter-section.  In  December 
he  was  elected  county  clerk,  studied  law,  and  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  in  July,  1876.  In  January, 
1872,  he  and  C.  C.  Babcock  established  the  Adams 
County  Gazette,  which  they  continued  to  publish  at 
Juniata  until  the  fall  of  1876,  when  the  office  was 
moved  to  Hastings.  On  Mr.  Babcock's  removal  to 
Hastings  he  resumed  the  practice  of  law,  making 
land  laws  a  specialty. 

The  Juniata  Herald  was  issued  October  25, 
1876,  by  the  Citizens  Company,  with  A.  H.  Brown, 
editor.  The  office  was  sold  to  G.  S.  Guild,  Septem- 
ber 15,  1877.  William  Knickerbocker  purchased  the 
office  July  23,  1880.  He  was  followed  by  J.  W. 
Liveringhouse  and  F.  W.  Francis.  On  the  latter's 
death  in  March,  1884,  I.  H.  Rickel,  the  present 
publisher,  purchased  the  paper. 

The  Ayr  Times  was  established  January  14, 
1882,  by  C.  L.,  G.  M.,  and  F.  A.   Watkins. 

A.  H.  Brown,  who  in  1868  established  the 
People's  Journal  at  Vinton,  Iowa,  settled  in  Juniata 
precinct,  August  16,  1872,  where  he  resided  on  his 
160-acre  homestead  for  a  year,  when  he  was  elected 
county  superintendent  of  schools.     From   1873  to 


1876  he  was  editor  of  the  Gazette,  and  when  the 
Hei'ald  was  established  by  the  citizens,  in  the  fall  of 
1876,  he  was  appointed  editor. 

The  Kenesaw  Times  was  founded  June  8,  1876, 
by  A.  D.  Williams,  and  continued  publication  there 
until  1878,  when  it  was  merged  into  the  Central  Ne- 
braskan  of  Hastings.  It  appears,  however,  that  a 
second  paper  of  the  same  name  was  established  in 
1883. 

The  Holstein  Record  was  issued  April  13,  1889, 
by  the  Holstein  Publishing  Company.  This  journal 
is  devoted  to  the  interests  of  the  village  and  neigh- 
borhood and  is  considered  a  good  advertising  medium 
for  the  locality. 

The  Holstein  Nonpareil  is  the  name  of  a  little 
paper  started  in  January,  1890,  at  the  place  named. 
W.  T.  Carson  is  the  manager. 

The  third  newspaper  office  ever  built  in  Adams 
County,  the  Central  Nebraskan,in  1877-78,  on  Third 
Street,  was  torn  down  in  May,  1885,  to  make  wayfor 
the  new  block  at  the  corner  of  that  street  and  Lincoln 
Avenue.  The  first  printing  office  was  erected  for  the 
Juniata  Gazette  in  1872,  and  the  third  for  the  Hast- 
tings  Journal  in  1873. 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


Military  History — Sttrvivors  of  the  Civil  War — Roster 
Hansen  Post — Kenesaw  Post — Company  F — Assoc 


Soldiers — Strickland  Post — JirinATA  Post- 
noxs  AND  Societies^Reunions,  Etc. 


The  mighty  rivals,  whose  destructive  rage 
Did  the  whole  world  in  civil  arms  engage. 
Are  now  agreed. — Roscommon. 


HILE  the  Rebellion  occu- 
pied the  attention  of  a 
number  o  f  t  h  e  present 
citizens  of  Adams  Coun- 
ty, none  of  its  native 
white  residents  have  been 
K'^lf"^'^***^     '  engaged  in  warfare.  Dur- 

ing the  terrible  years  of  civil  strife  only 
two  settlers  were  within  its  boundaries 
and  the  date  of  their  location  was  then 
recent.  Again,  the  tide  of  Civil  War 
ebbed  and  flowed  far  away  from  this 
prairie  land,  so  it  may  be  truly  said  of 
Adams  County  that  it  was  outside  the 
war  belt,  for  the  reason  that  there  was 
nothing  here  to  antagonize.  The  Sioux 
in  their  attack  on  the  California  Trail  carried  their 
war  to  the  very  lines  of  the  county,  south  and 
east,  destroying  the  property  of  the  settlers,  kill- 
ing some  and  carrying  others  to  a  captivity  far 
worse  than  death.  A  few  years  more  and  the 
county  is  filled  with  veterans  of  the  greatest  war 
known  in  history.  Round  the  summer  camps  of  the 
pioneers,  stories  of  Gettj'sburg,  South  Mountain, 
Shiloh,  the  march  to  the  sea.  Wilderness,  Pea  Ridge, 
Vicksburg  and  a  hundred  other  well-fought  fields  are 
told;  but  there  is  no  war.  The  soldiers  have  laid 
aside  the  rifle  and  sword  and  taken  up  the  plow-share. 
They  are  the  harbingers  of  peace — the  pioneers  of 
progress.     The  story  of  the  war  has  been  told  in 


thousands  of  volumes  and  in  tens  of  thousands  of 
written  reminiscences.  The  results  of  that  war  are 
accepted  forever.  Here  may  be  given  the  names  of 
participants  in  the  struggle  for  preserving  the  Union, 
only  so  far  as  local  records  permit.  It  is  a  list  of  sol- 
diers associated  together  in  the  ranks  of  the  Grand 
Armj'  of  the  Republic.  A  few  decades  and  such 
names  will  be  searched  for  in  vain,  like  those  of  the 
Revolution  and  other  wars  marking  the  first  ceutuiy 
of  tlie  Republic. 

The  question  of  organizing  a  post  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  was  considered  at  a  soldiers'  meeting  held  at  Mil- 
lett's  Hall,  April  18,  1878.  C.  H.  Paul  presided, 
with  E.  Steinau,  secretary;  a  committee,  comprising 
J.  N.  Lyman,  F.  S.  Wells  and  the  officers  named, 
was  appointed  to  obtain  a  charter.  The  charter  was 
duly  granted,  and  on  May  13,  1878,  Strickland  Post 
No.  19  was  organized  with  T.  D.  Scofield,  com- 
mander; C.  H.  Paul,  S.  V.  C. ;  W.  H.  Brown,  J. 
V.  C. ;  J.  N.  Lyman,  Q.  M.;  A.  H.  Sowers,  surgeon; 
F.  S.  Wells,  chaplain;  L.  C.  Palmer,  adjutant; 
John  D.  Crane,  S.  M.;  E.  Steinau,  Q.  M.  S. 

Post  No.  13,  G.  A.  R  ,  met  October  5,  1880,  for 
re-organization.  A.  C.  Yocum  was  elected  P.  C. ; 
A.  H.  Bowen,  S.  V.  C. ;  James  Walling,  J.  V.  C; 
A.  H.  Sowers,  surgeon;  W.  H.  Stock,  Q.  M. ;  L.  B. 
Palmer,  adjutant;  George  F.  Work,  chaplain;  A. 
Poole,  0.  G. ;  W.  W.  Dungan,  0.  D. ;  R.  R.  Mor- 
ledge,  Q.  M.  S. ;  A.  S.  Hill,  S.  M.,  and  A.  L.  Wig- 
ton,  A.  A.  M.  0. ,  and  four  unofficial  members. 
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The  roster  of  the  post  is  as  follows,  the  eighteen 
first  named  being  charter  members; 

L.  S.  Gould,  73d  111.  Inf. 
W.  H.  Colton,  45th  III.  Inf. 
I.  W.  Cramer,  30th  Wis.  Inf. 

Charles  Dominic,  20th  Pa. 

Cav. 
U.  K.  Brown,  53d  Pa.  Inf. 

S.  Alexander,  1st  Neb.  Inf. 

James  T.    Farrer,    10th  la. 

Hart  Livingstone,  99th  Ind. 

H.  M.  Carpenter,  15th  Mass. 

A.  L.  Wigton,  88tli  0.  Inf. 

Inf. 

Inf. 

Inf. 

W.  W.  Dungan,  5th  la.  Inf. 

Isaac   A.  Hall,  101st  N.  Y. 

J.  Hodges,  14th  0.  Inf. 

Joseph  A.Palmer,  54th  Mass. 

Geo.  F.  Work,  5th  la.  Inf. 

Inf. 

F.  C.  Mastin,  153d  111.  Inf. 

Inf. 

E.  M.  Abbott,  84th  111.  Inf. 

Henry  Jewett,  47th  111.  Inf. 

Geo.   M.   Rogers,  18th  Wis. 

West  Montgomery,  1st  Neb. 

A.  D.  Yocum,  17th  O.  Inf. 

H.  E.  Houghtaling,  10th 

Inf. 

Inf. 

Geo.  Miller,  15th  U.  S.  Inf. 

Wis.  Inf. 

Fred  Rinker,  64th  111.  Inf. 

J.  O.  Beebe,  1st  R.  I.  L.  A. 

J.  D.  Crane,  5th  N.  Y.  Art. 

James  Ross,  2d  la.  Inf. 

F.  S.  Browning,  1st  III.  Art. 

H.  S.  Rogers,  14th  la.  Inf. 

L-B.  Palmer,  62d  111.  Inf. 

Alfred    Martinis,    202d  Pa. 

L.  H.  Tate,  8th  Mass.  Art. 

John  D.  Hayes,Berdine's  S. 

A.  F.  Benjamin,  157th  N.  Y. 

Inf. 

Jonathan  Carter,  17th  Mich. 

S. 

Inf. 

Wm. -Monroe,  13th  Wis.Inf. 

Inf. 

J.  J.  Buchanan,  3d  Mo.  Cav. 

W.  S.  Martin,  83d  O.  Inf. 

W.  R.  Saine,  17th  O.  Inf. 

J.  B.  McCleary,  1st  Col.  Cav. 

John  Stabler. 

Alex.  Rogers,  54th  III.  Inf. 

D.  H.  Holmes,  Merrill's  Horse 

W.  C.  Ridley,  118th  0.  Inf. 

Sames  K.  Sample. 

A.  H.  Sowers.  14th  0.  Inf. 

H.  Bromley,  92d  N.  Y.  Inf. 

.L-Jicholas    Corbin,    7th    Mo. 

IsaactE.  Dorsey,  30th  0.  Inf. 

David  Koch,  23d  Mo.  Inf. 

H.  G.  Wetherill,  96th  N.  Y. 

Cav. 

Albert  S.  Pierce,  17th  V.  R. 

J.  N.  Lvman. 

Inf. 

N.  A.  Nash,  42d  Wis.  Inf. 

C. 

J.  F.  Heiler.  ^C.th  III.  Inf. 

H.  G.  Nights.  36th  la.  Inf. 

G.  A.  Whitman,  72d  111.  Inf. 

S.  H.  Snively,  1st  Pa.  Cav. 

J.   F.   K.KS.   V.  S.  Xavv. 

1).  li.  Wilt.  46th  Ind.  Inf. 

P.  AUender,  58th  111.  Inf. 

A.  C.  M,.<,iv.  .Mil  la.  Inf. 

F.  S.  \\"cll>.   I'.  S.   Xaw. 

(n.,,.  II.  Ilurd,  37th  111.  Inf. 

C.   M.    MiUett,   65th  N.    Y. 

.1.  H.  Kiiiu'lil.  :id  Ind  Cav. 

T.    1).   Srnli,'l,l,   VTth    M.S.   S. 

.1.  \\-.  Cn„lter.  33d  111.  Inf. 

Inf. 

H.  C.  Mills.  l(i:.M  HI.  Inf.' 

C.   1..  Stun'r.Chiras.^M.  JJat. 

W.  11.  .Scott,  60th  0.  Inf. 

G.  W.  Dade,  19th  Mass.  Inf. 

Seth  Lewis,  GthN.  Y.  H.D. 

H.  .sii,.,M.   11  Till  N.  Y.  Inf. 

W.  A.  Smith,  16th  Ky.  Inf. 

C.  H.  Hurd,  2d  Pa.  Inf. 

Joseph  Marion, 46th  III.  Inf. 

A.    I'nolr,  nth  Wis.  Vol. 

S.  B.  Whitman,  2d  U.  S.  S. 

Henry  Van  Fleet,  27th  Mich. 

N.  R.  Burton. 

Jainrs  Walliiii;,  149th  N.  Y. 

J.    D.  Van  Houten,  5th  111. 

Inf. 

A.  Benedict,  65th  111.  Inf. 

Inf. 

Cav. 

James  Corliss,  42d  Mo.  Inf. 

James    Meadows,    51st  Mo. 

J.  Wooster,  36th  O.  Inf. 

W.  H.  Marshall,   140th  111. 

F.  L.  Stock,  142d  111.  Inf. 

Inf. 

H.  B.  Tanner,  17th  Mo.  Inf. 

Inf. 

C.  B.  Nelson,  1st  N.  Y.  Eng. 

B.  F.  Ranall,  8th  Minn.  Inf. 

Henry  Williams,  78th  N.  Y. 

J.  R.  Sims,  203d  Pa.  Inf. 

Geo.    V.    Cope,    10th   Mich. 

G.  S.  Morgan.  2d  Ky.  Cav. 

Inf. 

Samuel  Long,  20th  Wis.  Inf. 

Inf. 

Geo.  N.Waller,  (ilst  III.  Inf. 

H.A.  Forcht.Merrill's  Horse. 

Peter  Zobel,  32d  Ind.  Inf. 

D.  M.  Leland,  24th  la.  Inf. 

James  E.  l!,i,(c.67tli  O.  Inf. 

J.    E.    Hutchinson,    4th   la. 

John   R.    Winter,  186th   O. 

T.  F.  Pearl,  21st  N.  Y.  Cav. 

Alfred  Bursrc  42,1  111.  Inf. 

Batt. 

Inf. 

George   P.    Alford,   27th   0. 

Geo.  Stratton.  M  N.  Y.  Inf. 

W.  H.  Stock,  17th  111.  Cav. 

J.   0.    Garmon,  19th  Mich. 

Inf. 

Josiah  Lee,  40th  la.  Inf. 

R.  R.  Morledge,  4th  la.  Inf. 

Inf. 

Myron  Van  Fleet,  30th  Mich. 

Jacob  B.  Boyer,84th  111.  Inf. 

A.  H.  Bowen.  4th  Mich.  Inf. 

J.  P.  Sackrison,  40th  Ill.Inf. 

Inf. 

Frank  Kearney,106th  N.  Y. 

A.  S.  Hill.  3d  Wis.  Inf. 

A.  A.  Adams,  22d  V.  R.  C. 

Byron  S.  Morrell,  64th  N.  Y. 

Inf. 

Carl  Clark',  slid  m.  Inf. 

Milton  C.  Ross,  3d  la.  Inf. 

Inf. 

F.  M.  Hickok,  nth  la.  Inf. 

E.  11.   Ilaiilrit.   1-t   la.  Cav. 

S.  C.  Dilley,  U.  S.  Art. 

Thomas  F.  Coy,  26th  Ky.  Inf. 

James  Gibson,  Art. 

J.  T.  i;..ss.   ml,  liid.  Inf. 

GrifiSn    Yeatman,    1st  Del. 

Wm.  Hoiloks,  20th  Wis.  Inf. 

Jesse  Doty,  54th  O.  Inf. 

W.   H.   H.   Coulter.   «lli  Mo. 

Inf. 

Edwin   Burroughs,   42d   111. 

Calvin  Sowers,  6th  O.  Inf. 

Inf. 

Richard   Conquest,    1st  Col. 

Inf. 

Frank  Hartman.  1st  III  Art. 

J.  Stebbler. 

Cav. 

C.  J.  Delnitt,  35th  III.  Inf. 

Chas.  Nute,  2d  D.  C.  Inf. 

N.  C.  Barlow.  95th  111.  Inf. 

Wm.  H.  Reed,  30th  111.  Inf. 

M.  H.  Batty.  3d  N.  Y.  H.A. 

W.  H.  Chadwick,20th  Mich. 

A.G.  Willis.s.-'d  la.  Cav. 

A.  M.   Eager,   124th  N.  Y. 

M.  W.  Peters,  1st  Wis.  Inf. 

Eng. 

C.  L.  Kinkaid.  1st  la.  Cav. 

Inf. 

Fred   Stoelting,    20th    Wis. 

C.  B.  Kemple,  86th  111.  Inf. 

J.  R.  Hui-sh.  195th  Pa.  Inf. 

B.  F.  Noll,  20th  111.  Inf. 

Inf. 

C.  W.  DeRocher,3d  Me.  Inf. 

S.  Khinhanlt,  :,'d  Mich.  Inf. 

Peter  Newoomb,  129th  Ind. 

O.  B.  Hewett,  2d  Neb.  Cav. 

W.  S.  Reeser,  151st  O.  Inf. 

H.  B.  McGaw,  97th  0.  Inf. 

Inf. 

J.  J.  Bassett,   160th  N.   Y. 

W.  C.  Beale,  9th  N.  Y.  Inf. 

A.  J.  Millet,  13th  la.  Inf. 

Anson     Forbes,    1st   Mich. 

Inf. 

G.  W.  Spay,  38th  111.  Inf. 

Wm.  Callahan.  28th  Pa.  Inf. 

Eng. 

Wm.  Croft,  6th  Mich  Inf. 

Geo.  R.  Wolf,  175th  O.  Inf. 

John  M.  Boyd,  61st  Pa.  Inf. 

F.  M.  Alexander,  26th  Ind. 

Nick  Zinner,  36lh  111.  Inf. 

W.  H.  Akenum,  186th  N.  Y. 

Chas.  H.  Paul. 

Inf. 

John  Yeager.  12th  111.  Inf. 

L.  C.  Shields.  2d  Kan.  Inf. 

F.  M.  Clark,  8th  O.  Inf. 

A.  H.  Brown,  13th  la.   Inf. 

H.  L.  Grisell.  75th  Ind.  Inf. 

H.  E.  W.   Deremus,  2d  Col. 

W.  C.  Beal,  9th  Mich.  Inf. 

Wm.  Worline. 

J.  H.  Darnell,  48th  111.  Inf. 

Cav. 

J.  A.  Snyder,  7th  Wis.  Inf. 

James  Steffins,  15th  Hl.Inf. 

L.   U.    Albershardt,    72d    O. 

J.  W.  Forbs,  142d  III.  In.f 

S.   H.    Henderson,    24th   la. 

Lewis  D.  Reynolds. 

Inf. 

James  Milman,5th  Wis.  Inf. 

Inf. 

Henry  P.  Klinger,  47th  111. 

John    Weytman.    13th  Kan. 

James  T.  Johnson,  17th  III. 

C.  B.  Sperry,  4th  Wis.  Art. 

Inf. 

Inf. 

Inf. 

J.  L.  Cliiic.  .Ml,  Pa.  TI.  A. 

Robt.  B.  Williams. 

T.  J.  Dowd,  3d  Wis.  Inf. 

James  T.  Reuther,  8th  111. 

Jos.  S.  L!,ii.l.  Kill,  Mirh.Inf. 

Frank  Dalbry,  2d  O.  Inf. 

D.  S.  Wilkinson,  7th  Wis.  Inf. 

Inf. 

J.  P.  Hoau'la,),!.  i:;.',l  I'a.  Inf. 

J.  T.  Briggs,  77th  III.  Inf. 

G.  E.  Douglass,  157th  N.  Y. 

Oliver  Wright,  106th  N.  Y. 

R.  D.  P,al.r,,rk.    nth  Mich. 

Cav. 
W.    H     GrifBth,    1st   Mich. 

Stephen    Mason,    104th  111. 

Inf. 
John  G.  BurgerofF,  49th  111. 

Inf. 

Inf. 

A  list  of  soldiers  buried  in  Hastings  Cemetery,  given 

J 

Inf. 

Inf. 

in  the  record  of  this  post,  is  as  follows:     G.  W.  Howe. 

I 

Edward  Orton,  7th  111.  Inf. 

Wm.  C.  Hodges,  41st  0.  Inf. 

Col.  Burke,  Otto  Arnoux,  —  Keating,  Levi  W.  Miller,— 
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Riggs,  — Alexander,  Stephen  Carson,  C.  M.  Millet,  N.  A. 
Xash,  J.  W.  Hansel.  James  McCleary,  James  Riley,  J.  H. 
Sicptt.  iVug.  Poole,  Capt.  Wicks,  George  Brennan. — 
I'uhnrr.   —  Cope,  ^  Pearson,   Joseph  Howe  and   Willis 

In  January,  1888,  James  Gibson  was  adjutant 
and  W.  R.  Burton,  commander.  In  December  of 
that  year  H.  G.  Knight  was  elected  commander;  H. 
M.  Carpenter,  S.  V.  C. ;  Franlc  Kearney,  J.  V.  C. ; 
Jacob  Wooster,  Q.  M. ;  I.  W.  Cramer,  0.  of  D. ; 
liyrcm  S.  Morrell,  surgeon;  ^Y.  S.  Beale,  I.  G. ;  S. 
11.  Snively,  0.  G.;  T.  F.  Pearl  and  J.  R.  Hursh, 
delegates,  with  J.  L.  Kline  and  J.  E.  Bruce,  alter- 
nates; John  Winters,  0.  of  G.  Byron  S.  Morrell 
was  subsequently  appointed  adjutant,  and  Dr.  Pierce 
appointed  surgeon  to  fill  vacancy;  J.  R.  Wright, 
chaplain;  George  Stratton,  S.  M. ;  J.  M.  Boyd,  Q. 
M.  S.,  and  W.  C.  Beale,  sentinel, 

The  following  officers  were  elected  in  December, 
1889:  A.  H.  Brown,  B.  S.  Morrell,  G.  M.  Rogers, 
AV.  R.  Burton,  D.  M.  Leland,  F.  M.  Alexander,  Mr. 
Snively,  J.  M.  Boyd,  Mr.  Beal,  John  Winter,  T.  F. 
Pearl  and  J.  R.  Hursh,  delegates,  and  A.  C.  Moore 
and  I.  W.  Cramer,  alternates.  George  Stratton  was 
appointed  adjutant. 

.  Strickland  Post  elected  A.  Poole,  captain;  I.  W^. 
Cramer,  first  and  J.  Hursh,  second  lieutenant  of  the 
drill  company  of  twentj'-four,  who  proposed  to  com- 
pete for  the  prize  tent  offered  by  the  department. 

Juniata  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  was  instituted  Oc- 
tober 24, 1881,  under  the  title  of  Geary  Post  No.  82, 
with  B.  F.  Smith,  commander;  S.  L.  Salsbury,  &■. 
V.  C;  A.  H.  Brown,  J.  Y.  C. ;  J.  W.  Livering- 
house,  adjutant;  G.  T.  Brown,  Q.  M. ;  0.  Steever, 
surgeon;  W.  Spade,  chaplain;  A.  V.  Cole,  0.  of  D.; 
H.  H.  Ballon,  0.  of  G. ;  G.  S.  Guild,  S.  M. ,  and 
M.  Yan  Buskirk,  Q.  M.  S.  Philip  Hoover,  R.  H. 
Nolan,  S.  J.  Shirley,  S.  L.  Brass,  G.  Avery,  F.  M. 
Thompson,  B.  W.  Hammond,  G.  T.  Brown,  W. 
Twidale  and  James  Newell  unofficial  members. 
The  position  of  commander  has  been  filled  by  the 
following  named  members:  B.  F.  Smith,  A.  V. 
Cole,  S.  L.  Brass,  James  Newell,  J.  Burwell,  0. 
Steever,  James  L.  Kelvej'  and  I.  R.  Ball.  S.  L. 
Brass  is  the  present  adjutant. 

The  roll  of  members  comprises  the  following 
names  : 


B.  F.  Smith,  1st  Mich.  S.  S. 
A.  H.  Brown,  13th  O.  Inf. 
O.  Stevcis.  iMlth  N.  Y.  Inf. 
G.  S.  Giiil.l.  .Mass.  Inf. 
Wm.  S],n,\r.  1471  li  Pa.  Inf. 
S.  L.  Salisbury,  1.3<Jth  Pa. 
Inf. 

A.  V.  Cole,  4th  Mich.  Inf. 
P.  Hoover,  104th  O.  Inf. 

H.  H.  Ballon,  13th  Vt.   Inf. 
S.  L.  Brass,  1st  Mich.  Cav. 
R.  H.  Nolan,  U.  S.  Navy. 
S.  J.  Shirley,  83d  111.  Inf. 
G.  Avery,  23d  Mich.  Inf. 

F.  M.  Thompson,  6th  P.  R. 

V.  C. 

B.  W.  Hammond. 

M.  Van  Buskirk,109th  N.  Y. 

Inf. 
Wm.    Twidale,    9th    Mich. 

Cav. 

G.  T.  Brown,  47th  la.  Inf. 
J.    W.   Liveringhouse,   30th 

Ind.  Inf. 
J.  Newell,  30th  Ind.  Inf. 
D.  H.  Freeman,  13th  Mich. 

Inf. 
J.  Burwell,  14th  O.  Inf. 
M.  K.  Hutchinson,  47th  O. 

Inf. 
R.    S.    Langley,     132d    111. 

Inf. 
*G.   G.    Vreeland,  3Gth   111. 

Inf. 

A.  Borden. 

H.  Schick.  3d  Pa.  Art. 

John  S.  Price. 

James   McKelvey,    16th   N. 

Y.  Inf. 
G.  P.  Alford. 
Jacob  Swift,  N.  Y.  Inf. 
Alvin  Wells,  1st  Mich.  Cav. 

C.  H.  Chapman,  18th  Mich. 

Inf. 
W.  P.  Davis,  111.  Inf. 
Henry    Vinear,     12th     Md. 

Inf. 
G.  S.  Dwight. 

D.  Morgan,  13th  Wis.  Inf. 
Gottleib  Laher,  68th  O.  Inf. 
O.  A.  Buzzell,  33d  Mass. 
fJohn  Young,  Mexican  War. 
John  E.  Adams,  30th    Ind. 

Inf. 

E.  J.  Hanchett.  N.  Y.  Cav. 
James  Beach.  :.'(!  Mirh.  Art. 
C.  F.  Orvis,  14.-.tli  111.  Inf. 
N.  L.  Brass.  1st  .Mi.h.  (  av. 
Amos  Wilson,  36tli  O.  Cav. 
Alex.  Rogers,  1st   and   54th 

111.  Cav. 

B.  E.   Swift,   117th   N.   Y. 
Cav. 

Adam  Land,  123d  111.  Cav. 
H.  E.  Drake,  30th  Ind.  Cav. 


Benj.  Davis,  38th  la.  Cav. 
J.  G.  Mahler,  20th  Ind.  Cav. 
Jacob   Silvers,    loth    U.    S. 

Cav. 
James   M.   Miller,  1st  Ind. 

Art. 
P.  Kieser,  34th  Ind.  Inf. 
Nick  Gordon,  2d  la.  Inf. 
Wilson  S.  Richards,  68th  O. 

Inf. 

0.  F.  Foote,  7th  Pa.  Cav. 
Jacob   Hammer,    47th   Ind. 

Inf. 
W.  F.  Kellar. 

1.  Vanderwort,    140th    111. 

Inf. 
D.  R.  Ball,  46th  Ind.  Inf. 
Jacob  Morgan,  31st  O.  Inf. 
Richard  Van  Buskirk,  21st 

N.  J.  Inf. 
Peter  Anderson,   2d  U.    S. 

Art. 
Henry   Winkley,  37th  Wis. 

Inf. 
Riley  D.  Burton,  67th  Ind. 

Inf. 
Joseph  Lilly,  172d  Pa.  Inf. 
Simeon   Johnson,    14th  Pa. 

Cav. 
Lewis  Alvcrs,  58th  111.  Inf. 
Joseph  Basey,  1st  0.  H.  Art. 
B.  F.  P.aker. 
Alisal.uii  o.   Overman,   95th 

liHl.   inr. 
Win.   Martin.  s3(l  0.  Inf. 
J.Iniin  F.  .M.rrill. 
Charles  Collins,  7th  Mo.  Inf. 
James  McFerren,    21st  Pa. 

Cav. 
Darius  C.    Kerr,  14th   Ind. 

Inf. 
Wm.    Champlin,    1st   Jlich. 

Inf. 
W.  J.  Barger,  15th  la.  Inf. 
Geo.  Mizen,   Sr.,  42d   Wis. 

Inf. 
Samuel   W^right,  5th  Mass. 

Inf. 
Jesse   Millikar,    139th   Ind. 

Inf. 


'pIn 


Norman     G.    Gibson,    29th 

Ind.  Inf. 
D.  V.    Stevens,   118th   Ind. 

Inf. 
W.   B.    Hamilton,   53d    111. 

Inf. 
N.    H.    Kathorn,    12th    111. 

Cav. 
Henry  Jewett,  47th  111.  Inf. 


*A11  the  above  named  nii 
tMustered  in  I8S2. 
Clustered  in  1883. 


red  in  October  24, 1881. 
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Samuel   Nicholas,   18th   111. 

Inf. 
D.  M.   Criswold,   129th   111. 

Inf. 
James  Powell.  87th  Ind.  Inf. 
Al.  M.  Clay,  97th  Ind  Inf. 
C.  B.  Booth,  7th  Ind.  Inf. 
Logan   Sarrison,   17th   Ind. 

Inf. 
Edward  Morgan,  1st  Ill.Cav. 
David  Bruckman,  99th  Ind. 

Inf. 
J.  S.  Robesy,  1st  Md.  Cav. 
N.  K.  Metser,  9th  Wis.  Inf. 
Peter  Griffith,  102d  111.  Inf. 
Samuel    P.     Howland,    4th 

Mich.  Inf. 
John   W.    McCracken,  38th 

Wis.  Inf. 
W.    S.    Webster.  8th  Mich. 

Cav. 
Sanford  Webster,  2d  Minn. 

Cav. 


John   R.  VanHouten,  151st 

111.  Inf. 
John  Konkright,  155th  Ind. 

Inf. 
Calvin   Ball,  26th  Ind.  Inf. 
John  D.  Ball,  2d  Mo.  Cav. 
Geo.  S.  Parks,  26th  111.  Inf. 
Chas.  S.  James,  27th  Mich. 

Inf. 
W.  D.  Burroughs,  9th  Mich. 

Inf. 
L.    D.    Sergeant,    32d   Wis. 

Inf. 
T.  M.  Battrell,  26th  111.  Inf. 
Jacob  H.  Gates,  40th   Wis. 

Inf. 
Lafayette  L.  Anger,  1st  N. 

Y. 
R.    J.    Worthington,    13th 

Mich.  Inf. 
Henry  W.  Crone,  13th  Ind. 

Inf. 
O.  E.  Woods,  21st  N.  Y.  Cav. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-three  members  have  been 
enrolled,  and  of  this  total  Amos  Wilson,  C.  S.  Jones  and 
Moses  Van  Buskirk  are  the  only  members  who  died  since 
organization.  Other  soldiers  buried  in  the  cemetery 
were  named:  G.  G.  Holzworth,  E.  Shaw,  Findley, 
Dwight,  Liudsey  and  a  veteran  of  the  Mexican  War. 

On  May  21,  1880,  Company  K,  now  F,  was  re- 
organized and  the  following  officers  were  elected: 
A.  V.  Cole,  captain;  S.  J.  Shirle}*,  first  lieutenant; 
E.  L.  Button,  second  lieutenant.  The  members 
presented  a  list  of  names  for  non-commissioned  offi- 
cers,  from  which  Capt.  Cole  selected  the  following: 
Sergeants,  William  Spade,  James  Kent,  M.  K. 
Hutchinson,  Josiah  Hodges  and  George  Watkins; 
corporals,  F.  C.  Brosins,  D.  Conger,  P.  Nash,  R. 
Crawford,  George  Mizen,  0.  Button,  W.  Babcock 
and  W.  Winter. 

In  1882  the  company  was  represented  in  the 
State  encampment  at  Omaha  by  the  following  named 
members:  A.  V.  Cole,  E.  L.  Button,  J.  M.  Kent, 
M.  K.  Hutchinson,  S.  J.  Shirley,  William  Spade, 
Josiah  Hodges,  George  Watkins,  Bamon  Conger,  A. 
Bordon,  Wayland  Babcock,  Robert  Crawford,  Mar- 
shal Ash,  W.  G.  Beal,  H.  G.  Armitage,  G.  S.  Guild, 
W.  H.  Payne,  William  A.  Ballou,  E.  R.  Farrabee, 
B\Ton  H.  Button,  William  Ellington,  Bavid  Houts, 
R.  W.  Crone,  Irwin  Farrabee,  William  Knicker- 
bocker, Francis  Ballou,  J.  J.  Flemming,  E.  F. 
Walker,  J.  B.  Osier,  Charles  Signor,  Henry  Homan, 
Charles  F.  Boty,  William  Winter,  Ed.  A.  Buzzell, 
C.  R.  Bigelow,  Frampt  Brosius,  Frank  Rosencrans, 
H.  W.  Mitchell. 


The  company  under  the  command  of  A.  V.  Cole 
took  the  governor's  challenge  cup  at  the  encamp- 
ment at  Crete,  in  1883.  They  held  the  cup  until 
1885,  when  Companj-  C,  of  Beatrice,  took  it.  The 
present  strength  is  about  41.  The  commissioned 
officers  are:  L.  A.  Ballou,  captain;  W.  A.  Ballou, 
first  lieutenant;  T.  H.  Ellis,  second  lieutenant,  with 
four  sergeants,  three  corporals,  one  musician,  and 
twenty  privates. 

Hansen  Post,  G.  A.  R. ,  was  instituted  June  23, 
1883,  with  A.  F.  Powers,  commander;  J.  M.  Bearse, 
S.  V.  C. ;  J.  F.  Nyce,  J.  V.  C. ;  M.  B.  HoUey,  sur- 
geon; F.  H.  Calder,  chaplain;  Fred.  Albright,  Q. 
M. ;  J.  Countryman,  0.  of  B. ;  J.  G.  Honeywell,  O. 
of  G. ;  J.  Smith,  Adjt. ;  T.  M.  Beatreall,  S.  M. ; 
and  George  Mills,  sergeant.  The  post  is  not  now 
in  active  work.  In  fact  it  is  alleged  that  beyond 
the  formal  organization  nothing  was  accomplished. 

The  Posts  at  Kenesaw,  Ayr,  and  near  Prosser. 
are  referred  to  in  local  sketches  elsewhere  to  be 
found. 

The  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Association  of  Adams 
County  was  presided  over  in  1884  by  A.  V.  Cole, 
with  L.  B.  Palmer,  adjutant.  The  vice-presidents 
were:  A.  F.  Benjamin,  of  Benver;  H.  M.  Spencer, 
of  Little  Blue;  S.  C.  Moore,  of  Ayr;  W.  P.  Bavis, 
of  Cottonwood;  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  of  Kenesaw;  R. 
Spicknall,  of  Silver  Lake;  S.  L.  Brass,  of  Juniata, 
and  J.  A.  Snyder,  of  West  Blue.  The  soldiers'  and 
sailors'  reunion  of  July,  1883,  was  held  at  Ayr,  and 
the  encampment  named  "Camp  Heron."  A.  V. 
Cole  was  elected  camp  commander. 

The  County  Veteran  Society  was  organized  in 
May,  1889,  with  A.  V.  Cole,  president;  Joseph 
Me3"ers,  vice-president,  and  W.  R.  Kilburn,  secre- 
tary. In  Becember,  1889,  this  association  elected 
the  following  named  officers:  President,  A.  B. 
Yocum;  vice-president,  A.  H.  Brown;  secretary  and 
treasurer,  W.  R.  Burton.  Br.  J.  N.  L\'man  was 
appointed  a  committee  to  prepare  a  programme  for 
reunion. 

Sixtj'-flve  Posts  of  the  G.  A.  R.  were  represented 
at  the  Camp  Sheridan  reunion,  near  Hastings,  in 
September,  1883.  A  convention  of  the  Nebraska 
Woman's  Suffrage  Association  was  opened  in  the 
head-quarters  tent  at  Camp  Sheridan  on  September 
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13,  1883,  when  Mrs.  M.  L.  Brass,  of  Juniata, 
was  elected  president.  This  society  decided  to 
continue  the  publication  of  The  Woman's  Trib- 
une, of  which  Mrs.  Clara  B.  Colby,  of  Beatrice, 
was  editi-ess. 

The  G.   A.   K.   fair  of  January  and    February, 


1886,  was  held  to  raise  funds  for  building  a  hall. 
Over  $1,000  in  cash,  together  with  other  property, 
was  obtained. 

Mrs.  Green,  a  widow  of  a  soldier  of  1812,  died 
at  Hastings,  in  January-,  1879,  aged  eighty-three 
years.     The  veteran  of  that  war  died  in  1868. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


Societies,  Associations,  Etc.,  of  Local  Importance — Agricultural  Society — Hastings  Fair  Ground  Associ- 
ation— District  and  Central  Agricultural  Societies — Patrons  of  Husbandry,  Grange,  Etc. — Aid 
Society — Farmers'  Alliance — Medical  Associations — Associations  of  Teachers — Temperance 
Societies  and  Movements — Sunday  School  Conventions — Woman's  Suffrage  Associa- 
tion— Railroad  History — Education — School  System,  Etc. 


Heaven  forming  each  ou 
A  master,  or  a  servant,  c 

S  the  first  agricultural  soci- 
ety of  Adams  County  may 
lie  mentioned  that  organ- 
ized at  Kingston,  May  6, 
1872,  with  W.  W.  Selleck, 
-',  --1^  president;  Charles  Bird  and 
^j\^  Walter  West,  vice-presi- 
dents; John  H.  Bauchman,  secretary; 
G.  Edgerton,  treasurer;  G.  I.  Selleck, 
L.  G.  King,  W.  F.  Selleck,  J.  L. 
Johnson  and  H.  B.  Munson,  directors. 
There  were  thirty-nine  members  with 
the  officers  named.  The  first  fair  of 
this  society  of  which  there  is  a  record 
was  held  October  10  and  11,  1873, 
at  Kingston.  No  less  than  eighty-two  prizes  were 
offered.  This  meeting  was  so  great  a  success  that 
the  officers  of  the  society  advertised  their  vote  of 
thanks  to  the  people,  while  M.  W.  Bird,  the  secre- 
tary, mailed  copies  of  the  report  to  many  points 
in  the  east.  The  list  of  first  and  second  prize 
winners  is  given  as  follows: 

Brood  mares,  A.  W.  Waldeck,  1st:   B.  H.  Scott,  2d. 


Draft  liorses,  ' 


T.  Wright,  1st;  Tliomas  Flemming, 
G.  W   Don- 


Carriage  horses,  Marion  Van  Fleet. 

ahev,  2d. 
Saddle  liorses,  C.  R.  Jones,  1st:  A.  West,  2 


other  to  depend, 
r  a  friend. — Pope. 


Trotting  horses,  E.  J.  Wheeler,  1st;  George  Brown, 

2d. 
Lady  equestrianism,  Mrs.  William  Van  Alstyne,  1st: 

Mrs.  W.  B.  Cushion,  2d. 
Best  management  of  horses  in  harness,  by  lady,  Mrs. 

W.  B.  Cushion,  1st;  Mrs.  William  Van  Alstyne, 

2d. 
Mules,  J.  H.  Vandemark,  2d. 
Draft  mules,  J.  H.  Vandemark.  2d. 
Four-year-old  bull,  S.  J.  Shirley,  2d. 
One-year-old  bull,  N.  R.  Pratt,  1st;  A.  W.  Waldeck, 

2d. 
Cow,  John  Shafer,  1st. 
Two-vear-old  heifer,  Jacob  Calhoun,  2d. 
Heifer  calf,  X.  R.  Pratt,  2d. 
Herd  cattle,  A.  W.  Waldeck,  2d. 
Sweepstakes,  bull,  N.  R.  Pratt,  1st. 
Sweepstakes,  heifer,  A.  W.  Waldeck,  1st. 
Work  cattle,  J.  R.  Carter,  2d. 
Fat  ox,  J.  R.  Carter,  2d. 
Fat  cow,  J.  H.  Vandemark,  2d. 
Berkshire  boar,  A.  W.  Waldeck,  2d. 
Berkshire  sow,  A.  W.  Waldeck,  2d. 
Berk-shirr,  sow  and  pigs,  A.  W.  Waldeck,  2d. 


1-year-old,  A.  D.  Williams,  2d. 
■-old,  A.  D.  Williams,  2d. 
A.  D.  Williams,  2d. 

r.  C.  Wilson.  2d. 
ai-ulil,  I!.  H.  Scott,  2d. 
^.  M.  West,  2d. 

1.    Srntt.    1st. 

.  Williams,  1st. 
Williams,  1st. 
.  Cushion,  1st.  • 


1st;  J.   H.  Vande- 
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Winter  potatoes,  J.  H.  Vandemark,  1st;  C.  R.  Jones, 

2d. 
Sweet  potatoi's.  A.  ^).  Williams,  1st. 
Beets,  Mrs.  W  .  s.  Maiiin.  1st. 
Turnips,  J.  11.  Vaii.lriiuiik.  1st;  B.  H.  Scott,  2d. 
Carrotts,  A.  1).  \Villiain>.  Ht. 
Squashes,  T.  E.  Davis.  1st:   K.  S.  Laugley,  2d. 
Egg  plant,  Mrs.  M    S.  Xniii.n,  Isl. 
Peanuts,  George  and  Kalic  \\  illiams,  1st. 
Two-horse  wagon,  C.  R.  Jones,  1st. 
Open  buggy,  W.  R.  Linton,  1st. 
Plows,  C.  R.  Jones,  1st. 
Silk  patchwork,  quilt,  Mrs.  G.  Kruder,    1st;    J.   F. 

Jennett.  2d. 
Calico  quilt,  Mrs.  J.  H.    Vandemark,    1st;    Mrs.    O. 

Stevers.  2d. 
Worsted    quilt.  ^Irs.  O.  Stevers,    1st;    Mrs.  George 

KiMiilrr.  ■,M. 
Rat:  .:ii|i.  t.  Mr-.  O.  Stevers,  1st;  Mrs.  R.H.Crane,2d. 
Couiii.ipaii.-.  Mis.  J.  A.  Rust,  2d. 
Gents'  .-Uppers.  Miss  Sadie  Biglow,  2d. 
Pin  cushion.  Miss  May  Jones,  2d. 
AVorsted  work.  Miss  Sadie  Biglow,  3d. 
Bead  work.  Miss  Sadie  Biglow,  2d. 
Afghan  work,  Miss  Sadie  Biglow,  2d. 
Lamp  mat,  Mary  Saintclair,  2d. 
Crochet,  Mrs.  Francis  Dwight,  2d. 
Silk  embroidery,  Mrs.  H.  F.  Jennett,  2d. 
Tidy,  Mrs.  J.  H.  Vandemark,  2d. 
Best  display  of  millinery,  Mrs.  Forgy. 
Butter,  Mrs.  Jennie  Jones,  1st. 

The  Adams  County  Agricultural  Society  perfected 
orgauization  at  Juniata,  March  9,  1874,  with  PI  M. 
Allen,  president;  H.  C.  Humbert  and  W.  W.  Selleck, 
vice-presidents;  D.  H.  Freeman  and  Dr.  A.  D.  Buck- 
worth,  secretaries;  W.  B.  Thome,  treasurer;  Samuel 
J.  Shirly,  E.  N.  Noyce,  A.  D.  Williams,  D.  S.  Cole 
and  C.  G.  Wilson,  directors.  The  unofficial  mem- 
bers were  Adna  H.  Bowen,  Nathan  Platte,  A.  H. 
Brown,  J.  M.  Jacobson,  James  Laird,  Charles  R. 
Jones,  J.  S.  Chandler,  B.  F.  Smith,  Nathan  L. 
Brass,  A.  Clute,  William  B.  Kelly,  A.  V.  Cole,  J. 
W.  Stark,  R.  S.  Langley,  Charles  Kilbourn, 
William  Caller,  C.  C.  Babcock,  John  Stark, 
^Y.  H.  Burr,  H.  J.  Savery,  E.  Warn,  W.  H. 
Gardner,  W.  B.  Cushing,  T.  Babcock,  W.  L. 
Van  Alstyne,  Pliny  Allen,  H.  H.  Ballou,  C.  Mor- 
rison, C.  H.  Chapman,  N.  J.  Smith,  R.  D.  Bab- 
cock, Joseph  Carr,  A.  C.  Wright,  J.  McKelvey,  Jud- 
son  Burwell,  George  Brown,  John  Duncan,  A.  C. 
Moore,  George  Kuder,  D.  H.  Babcock,  George  W. 
Wolcott,  Abram  Park,  Ira  G.  Dillery,  S.  L.  Brass, 
Louis  Keeth,  Robert  Ash,  Peter  Fowlie,  AVilliam  L. 
Kemp,  M.  C.  Lindsey,  John  M.  Cole,  M.  B.  Kelley, 
Henry  Shedd  and  Conrad  House.  On  the  completion 
of  this  organization  the  sum  of  $50  was  subscribed. 


In  June,  1874,  C.  G.  Wilson  was  elected  presi- 
dent. Five  vice-presidents  were  chosen,  one  from 
each  precinct,  the  first  elected  to  have  seniority  in 
ofHce.  First  vice-president,  M.  K.  Lewis,  of  Hast- 
ings; second  vice-president,  Robert  Ash,  of  Juniata; 
third,  A.  C.  Moore,  of  Silver  Lake;  fourth,  G.  H. 
Edgerton,  of  Little  Blue;  fifth,  V.  Darling,  of  Kene- 
saw.  D.  H.  Freeman,  of  Juniata,  was  elected  re- 
cording and  financial  secretary,  and  W.  A.  Smith,  of 
Hastings,  corresponding  secretary.  W.  B.  Thorne, 
of  Silver  Lake,  was  elected  treasurer;  0.  H.  Wright, 
of  Kenesaw,  was  elected  general  superintendent.  It 
was  voted  to  have  a  board  of  directors  of  sixteen, 
one  from  each  Congressional  township.  The  follow- 
ing were  recommended  by  a  committee  appointed  to 
select  persons  for  these  offices,  and  were  unanimously 
elected:  W.  S.  Moote,  William  Willoughby,  J.  H. 
Vandemark,  L.  B.  Palmer,  John  Waldeck,  W.  M. 
West,  William  B.  Cushing,  Henry  Shedd,  J.  P. 
Duncan,  M.  B.  Kelley,  William  L.  Kemp,  E.  J. 
Hanchett,  E.  C.  Siiellhammer,  Jacob  Spindler,  F. 
Phillips,  W.  V.  Miller;  S.  J.  Marshall  was  ap- 
pointed marshal. 

From  the  minutes  of  the  meeting  the  following 
extract  is  made : 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  the  county  commis- 
sioners purchase  the  grounds  selected  by  the  society  for 
holding  this  fair. 

On  motion  it  was  voted  that  all  members  of  both 
the  old  societies  shall  be  considered  members  of  this 
society,  and  all  persons  living  in  Adams  County,  by  pay- 
ing the  sum  of  SI,  may  become  members. 

On  motion  of  Elder  Crane,  three  rousing  cheers 
were  given,  una  animo,  for  the  consolidation  of  the  two 
societies,  and  the  dissipation  of  all  sectional  jealousies. 

The  Hastings  Fair  Ground  Association  entered 
articles  of  agreement  August  6,  1878,  signed  by  R. 
A.  Batty,  A.  D.  Yocum,  A.  L.  Clarke,  S.  Alex- 
ander, O.  Oliver,  J.  D.  Crane,  A.  L.  Wigton,  A.  J. 
Millett,  J.  N.  Smith,  C.  H.  Paul,  B.  Martin,  W.  A. 
Camp  and  G.  W.  Warren.  During  the  year  forty 
acres  were  purchased  and  improved  for  fair  ground 
purposes.  The  society  elected  the  following  named 
officers  in  September,  1880:  A.  D.  Yocum,  presi- 
dent; J.  R.  Maxon,  A.  W.  Wheeler,  J.  B.  McCleery, 
C.  G.  Wilson,  J.  A.  Robertson, W.  S.  Martin,  C.  F. 
Orvis  and  A.   S.   Inompson,  vice-presidents;  A.  B. 
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Ideson,  secretaiy;  J.  N.  Lj-man,  treasurer,  and  S. 
J.  Shirelj-,  superintendent.  The  directors  chosen 
were  A.  W.  MeDavitt,  S.  L.  Brass,  John  Cook,  G. 
W.  Parks,  A.  N.  Hall,  W.  W.  McDonald,  A.  R. 
Powers,  J.  M.  Strahl,  C.  R.  Biglow,  James  Miller, 
R.  M.  Ratcliff,  Peter  Grooms,  George  Crane,  H. 
Armstrong  and  W.  M.  White.  In  1884  the  society 
elected  D.  Lowman,  president;  D.  C.  KeiT,  vice- 
president;  W.  R.  McCully,  secretarj^;  C.  K.  Lawson, 
treasurer;  Ira  Ford,  superintendent,  and  the  follow- 
ing named  directors:  L.  J.  Halsteads,  W.  A.  Jones, 
0.  Lamereaux,  Silas  Stichter,  Andrew  Beal,  S. 
Saulsbury,  Dr.  Putt,  Dr.  Kimball,  J.  W.  Crissman, 
W.  W.  Philleo,  Charles  Boyd,  Dr.  J.  N.  Lyman,  H. 
C.  Minnix,  Sr.,  C.  F.  Orvis,  James  Connelly  and 
H.  W.  Olmstead. 

The  Disti-ict  Agricultural  Society  was  organized 
February  26,  1878,  with  M.  C.  Long,  president;  C. 
H.  Walker,  secretary;  A.  L.  Wigton,  assistant  secre- 
tary, and  C.  C.  Ingalls,  treasurer.  The  vice-presi- 
dents elected  were  James  M.  Flynn,  of  Clay  County; 
A.  N.  Hall,  of  Adams;  H.  A.  Day,  of  Nuckolls; 
John  H.  Powers,  of  Hall;  C.  Wells,  of  Franklin; 
W.  M.  Richardson,  of  Webster;  A.  H.  Harland,  of 
Kearney;  G.  L.  Laws,  of  Harlan;  T.  D.  Case,  of 
Hamilton;  C.  G.  Bruce,  of  Thayer;  and  H.  C.  Daw- 
son, of  Jefferson.  The  committee  on  constitution 
comprised  J.  W  Small,  R.  A.  Batty,  A.  D.  Wil- 
liams, A.  D.  Yocum  and  Mr.  Babcock. 

The  Central  Horticultural  Society  was  organized 
in  September,  1878,  with  M.  K.  Lewis,  of  Adams, 
president;  J.  W.  Small,  secretary;  A.  D.  Williams, 
assistant  secretary,  and  J.  M.  Flynn,  treasurer.  The 
vice-presidents  chosen  were  H.  S.  Kaley,  of  Webster; 
George  F.  Warner,  of  Clay;  R.  D.  Granger,  of  Kear- 
ney; M.  S.  Budlong,  of  Franklin,  A.  N.  Hall,  of 
Adams;  H.  H.  Williams,  of  Nuckolls;  M.  Creason, 
of  Hall,  and  O.  P.  Duncan,  of  Hamilton. 

A  County  Council  of  Patrons  of  Husbandry  was 
organized  February  24,  1874,  with  A.  H.  Brown, 
master;  M.  B.  Kelley,  O. ;  J.  W.  Holt,  lecturer: 
James  McCleary,  steward;  J.  H.  Vandemark,  assis- 
tant steward;  James  McKelvey,  chaplain;  R.  K. 
Dail3-,  ti'easurer;  A.  D.  Rust,  secretary;  J.  M.  Cole, 
gate  keeper;  Miss  Rose  Kelley,  ceres;  Miss  Edna 
Lowr}-,  flora;   Miss   Ada  Snodgrass,   pomona;  Julia 


A.  Rust,  lady  assistant  steward,  and  D.  H.  Freeman, 
agent. 

The  Hastings  Grange  was  established  in  Febru- 
ary, 1874,  by  D.  D.  Organizer  R.  S.  Langley, 
assisted  by  S.  L.  Brass.  J.  W.  Holt  was  elected 
master,  with  G.  W.  Lazenby,  J.  W.  Coulter,  J.  H. 
Hanson,  S.  Sadler,  M.  B.  Holly  and  Secretary 
Blake  filling  the  other  offices. 

Blue  Valle}-  Grange  was  organized  at  Kingston 
in  February,  1874,  with  E.  D.  Jones,  A.  W.  Wal- 
deck,  W.  H.  Coultrin,  J.  B.  McCleery,  W.  S.  Moote, 
C.  G.  Wilson,  C.  H.  Edgerton,  John  Gray,  Mary  J. 
Heaps,  Ada  Snodgrass,  Emma  Wilson  and  Miss 
Martin  filling  the  offices  in  the  order  of  rank. 

Silver  Lake  Grange  was  organized  in  February, 
1874,  with  J.  P.  Duncan,  J.  C.  Wilson,  R.  K.  Daily, 
J.  J.   Hoyleman,  John  Woods,  Patrick  Duncan,  J. 

B.  Roscoe,  Mrs.  Woods,  H.  Humphrey,  Miss  Mary 
Duncan,  Mrs.  Roscoe,  Mrs.  Blackledge  and  Mrs. 
Hoyleman  officials. 

Lone  Star  Grange  was  organized  at  the  Hawley 
school  house  in  March,  1874,  with  L.  P.  Hawley, 
I.  Yocum,  J.  A.  Innis,  M.  Van  Fleet,  H.  Houghtal- 
ing,  T.  Boice,  Mrs.  L.  P.  Hawley,  D.  H.  Holmes,  S. 
E.  Gardener,  Mrs.  T.  R.  Boice,  Mrs.  Innis  and  Mrs. 

C.  L.  Aldridge  officers  in  the  order  of  rank. 

Rose  Hill  Grange  (three  miles  southeast  of  Hast- 
ings) was  organized  in  March,  1877,  withB.  F.  Brow- 
er,  master,  and  N.  R.  Pratt,  secretar}'.  The  charter 
members  were  the  officers  named,  T.  Wisdom,  Joseph 
Bland,  S.  and  N.  Schoonover,  John  Connor,  Roberi 
Williams,  T.  N.  White,  A.  J.  Orendorflf,  James 
Kemp,  James  Purdj-,  Mrs.  Orendorff,  E.  Bower, 
Rhoda  and  Hannah  Schoonover,  Bertha  Kemp, 
Jessie  J.  Connor,  Sophia  White,  Sue  A.  Pardee, 
Sarah  Williams  and  Mrs.  Pratt. 

The  Adams  County  Aid  Society  was  organized 
at  Juniata  October  10,  1874,  with  W.  B.  Thorne, 
president;  J.  JI.  Abbott,  vice-president;  D.  H.  Free- 
man, secretary-;  0.  H.  Wright,  treasurer;  S.  J.  Shir- 
ley, C.  R.  Jones,  A.  W.  Wheeler,  Capt.  Strout,  W. 
S.  Moote,  —  Sinclare,  E.  B.  Daily,  J.  P.  Duncan, 
E.  C.  Shellhamer,  G.  Spicknall,  E.  Moore  and  A. 
Shattuck,  members  of  executive  committee.  The 
object  of  this  association  was  to  extend  aid  to  citi- 
zens who  were  suffering   from    the    effects  of  the 
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grasshopper  plague.  A  second  society  with  the 
same  object  was  organized  at  Hastings  in  Novem- 
ber. C.  C.  Ingalls  was  president;  A.  L.  Wigton, 
secretarj',  S.  Alexander,  treasurer;  S.  Sadler,  R. 
A.  Dague,  and  A.  L.  Wigton,  executive  committee. 

A  complete  history  of  the  different  attempts  that 
have  been  made  by  the  farmers  of  this  country  to 
form  themselves  into  organizations  for  mutual  pro- 
tection and  benefit,  would  make  a  large  volume. 
When  the  Grange  movement  had  subsided,  for  sev- 
eral j-ears  the  farmers  seem  to  have  lost  heart,  and 
nothing  was  done  b}'  them  to  protect  their  own  in- 
terests. But  recently  the  gi-owth  of  another  union 
of  the  farmers  has  been  most  marked.  The  Adams 
County  Fanners'  Alliance,  the  new  movement,  was 
organized  August  31,  1S89,  with  Francis  Phillips, 
of  Kenesaw,  president;  W.  I.  Huxtable,  West  Blue, 
vice-president;  H.  B.  McGaw,  Blaine,  treasurer  and 
secretary;  John  Shea,  of  West  Blue,  sergeant-at- 
arms;  J.  B.  Brown,  Kenesaw,  door  keeper;  A.  C. 
Tompkins,  of  West  Blue,  lecturer,  and  John  Brech- 
ner.  of  Ayr,  chaplain. 

Some  years  ago,  after  the  fall  of  the  Grange,  the 
Alliance  was  established.  The  first  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance organized  in  Nebraska  was  that  of  West  Blue 
Precinct,  York  County,  in  June,  1880.  On  Febru- 
ary 26,  1881,  the  Adams  County  Farmers'  Alliance 
was  organized.  On  Julj'  2  no  less  than  sixteen 
lodges  of  this  society  were  represented  in  convention 
at  Hastings,  while  in  April,  1882,  there  were 
eighteen  lodges  represented  in  convention. 

The  Adams  Count}'  Medical  Association  may  be 
said  to  date  back  to  1886,  when  Drs.  Sowers,  Lynn, 
Alfred  Naulteus,  Lloyd,  Steele,  Irwin,  Urquhart, 
with  the  ph3'sicians  from  Ayr  and  Blue  Hill,  signed 
articles  of  association.  Dr.  A.  H.  Sowers  was 
chosen  president;  Dr.  Urquhart,  vice-president;  Dr. 
Steele,  secretary,  and  Dr.  Lynn,  treasurer.  This 
society  has  accomplished  little  more  than  formal  or- 
ganization. 

The  fourteenth  annual  session  of  the  State  Medi- 
cal Society  assembled  at  Hastings  May  9,  1881. 
Among  the  new  members  were  William  H.  Lynn, 
John  Cook,  F.  Naulteus  and  A.  F.  Naulteus,  of 
Hastings;  George  M.  Prentice,  Fairfield,  and  W.  J. 
Royce,  Doniphan.      Among  tlie  old  members  present 


were  'SI.  L.  Gahan,  of  Grand  Island,  and  W.  H. 
Acklej',  of  Juniata.  A.  H.  Sowers  was  elected  pres- 
ident. As  shown  in  other  pages  of  this  work,  many 
of  the  leading  physicians  of  Adams  County  are  mem- 
bers of  this  societj'. 

The  act  approved  March  3,  1881  (taking  effect 
June  1),  regulated  medical  practice  and  provided  for 
registration  of  physicians.  The  society  urged  this 
and  other  special  bills  for  regulating  practice  in  Ne- 
braska. 

The  physicians'  record  of  Adams  County  dates 
back  to  May,  1881 ,  when  Dr.  W.  H.  Lynn  registered. 
The  names  appearing  on  this  record  are  as  follows: 

REGISTERED  IN  1881. 
NAME.  COLLEGE.  DATE. 

Wm.  H.  Lynn,  Rush,  18TT. 

J.  O.  Garmon,  Michigan,  1S77. 

Hogan  J.  Ring,  Bennett  Ec.  1877. 

T.  H.  Urquahart,  Jefferson,  1848. 

S.  A.  Bookwalter,  Louisville,  1873. 

W.  W.  Phar,  Keoluik,  1878. 

Winfield  Ackley,  Rush,  1875. 

Sarah  E.  Young,  Practice,  18G8. 

A.  H.  Sowers,  Columbus,  0.,  1862. 
C.O.Arnold,  'Practice,  1877. 
Francis  Naulteus,  Holland,  18(54. 
*John  Cook,  Scotland,  1867. 
E.  H.  Gale,  Philadelphia,  1865. 

B.  M.  Shockey,  Practice,  1868. 
Emma  Watkins,  England,  1856. 
J.  Williams,  Practice,  1879. 
A.  R.  VanSickle,  Iowa,  1880. 
J.  Alonzo  Greene,  National  Med.,  1866. 
Mary  Breed,  Germany,  1862. 
John  N.  Lyman,  Washington,  D.  C,  1862. 
Mary  A.  Howard.  Practice,  1878. 
George  W.  Howard,  Hahnemann,  1857. 

REGISTERED    IN    1883. 


A.  S.  Fishblatt, 


N.  Y.  E.  M.  C, 


1857 


George  F.  Lloyd,  Omaha,  1883. 

*L.  J.  Forney,  Ohio,  1873. 

Samuel  E.  Furry,  Philadelphia,  1880. 

Mary  M.  Michael,  N.  Y.  F.  M.  C,  1875. 

*L.  K.  Markley,  Omaha,  1883. 

*H.  P.  Fitch,  Chicago,  1879. 

REGISTERED   IN    1884. 

L.  R.  Markley. 

Ralph  J.  Irwin.  Indianapolis,  1882 

Sol.  C.  Warren.  Philadelphia,  1885. 

James  W.  Wood,  Chicago,  1883. 

*John  W.  Smitli,  England,  1865. 

Henry  J.  Smith,  Philadelphia,  1865. 

George  H.  Chaffee,  :\Iichigan,  1881. 

T.  J.  Eaton,  W.  Res.  Col.,  1847. 

E.  L.  Y'arletz,  Cin.  M.  C.  1872. 
Louis  Lodd,  111.  B.  of  H.,  1878. 
J.  O.  Mote,  Keokuk,  1884. 

F.  C.  Brosius,  Rush,  1883. 

*Did  not  report  on  graduation  up  to  1886  to  compilers  of 
Medical  and  Surgical  Directory  of  the  United  States. 
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REGISTERED   IN 


NA5IE. 

Sheldon  E.  Cook, 
Win.  Tanner, 
L.  N.  Howard, 
C.  W.  Seliek. 
H.  S.  Rogers, 
C.  M.  Williams, 
Albert  S.  Pierce, 
C.  U.  Ullrich, 
A.  F.  Naulteus, 


COLLEGE. 

Montreal, 

Practice, 

St.  Louis, 

E.  Med.  A. 

Keokuk, 

Indianapolis, 

Georgetown, 

Keokuk, 

Baltimore, 


KEGISTEEED  IN  ISSb. 

M.  O.  B.  McKinney,  Cincinnati, 

W.  A.  Chapman,  Cleveland, 

Jos.  T.  Steele,  Rush, 

Laura  A.  Edwards,  Michigan, 

J.  S.  Gurtiss,  Cincinnati, 

J.  E.  Anderson,  Cincinnati, 

F.  J.  Schaufelberger,  Jefferson, 

George  W.  Randall,  Cincinnati, 

BEGISTERED   IN   1887. 


K.  R.  Blair, 
Edward  D.  Barrett, 
John  M.  France, 
Rufus  C.  Corey, 
Geo.  B.  M.  Free, 
L.  J.  Rogers, 
E.  T.  Cassell, 
Alvin  H.  Keller, 
Louis  Turner, 
A.  E.  W^pssel, 
A.  M.  Rickett, 
Luther  L.  Ames, 
Charles  J.  Carrick, 


Cincinnati, 
Practice, 
Chicago, 
St.  Louis, 
Maryland, 
Practice, 
Practice, 
'Omaha, 
St.  Louis, 
Canada, 
Practice, 
Keokuk, 
Buffalo, 


KEGISTEEED   IN 


Arthur  H.  Brownell, 
C.  A.  Bassett, 
C.  G.  A.  Hullhorst, 
J.  M.  F.  Cooper, 
Milo  S.  Kensington, 
J.  C.  Solomon, 
A.  Lee  Sabin, 


Michigan, 

St.  Louis, 

Iowa, 

Iowa, 

Joplin,  Mo. 

Germany, 

Practice, 


REGISTERED   IN 


A.  J.  Bacon, 
Jacob  B.  Hoshaw, 
E.  H.  Waters, 
C.  J.  Yate.s 
A.  J.  Rogers, 
Wm.  McGregor,- 
Ed.  R.  Holmes, 
H.  S.  Aley, 
P.  James, 


863. 


Chicago, 
Des  Moines, 
Iowa, 
Chicago, 
Keokuk, 
New  York, 
Chicago, 
Chicago, 
New  York, 

Mrs.  Emma  Walker's  name  appears  in  the  United 
States  Gazetteer  of  Medicine. 

A  Normal  Institute  held  at  Hastings  in  July, 
1876,  is  said  to  have  been  the  first  general  meeting 
of  teachers  held  within  this  county.  The  Adams 
County  Teachers'  Libraiy  Association  was  organized 
in  May,  1879,  with  L.  Darling  (superintendent), 
president.    The  Teachers'  Institute  of  August,  1884, 


opened  August  19  in  the  Congregational  building. 
The  name  adopted  for  this  organization  was  ' '  The 
Adams  County  Teachers'  Library  Association." 

The  Central  Nebraska  Teachers'  Association  was 
organized  in  November,  1884,  with  F.  W.  Parsons, 
president;  J.  W.  Mercer,  vice-president;  Hattie 
Snodgrass,  secretary;  Nellie  Martin,  treasurer;  R. 
C.  Barr,  C.  L.  Ebaugh  and  Bertha  McCorkle,  execu- 
tive committee. 

An  Institute  held  at  Juniata  August  2,  1888, 
was  attended  by  forty -two  teachers,  and  the  Institute 
was  addressed  on  various  educational  subjects  by 
Profs.  Wilson,  Thompson  and  Davis. 

In  the  pages  devoted  to  local  history  reference  is 
made  to  the  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union 
and  other  modern  organizations,  into  which  temper- 
ance workers  find  admittance.  Here  mention  is 
made  of  the  district  or  county  societies  and  their 
beginnings  in  Nebraska.  The  district  lodge  of  the 
I.  0.  G.  T.  for  Adams  and  Clay  Counties  was  or- 
ganized in  June,  1879,  with  J.  E.  Hopper,  Mrs. 
A.  A.  White,  C.  Borin,  A.  E.  Neighbor,  L.  F. 
Gould,  0.  M.  Soule  and  S.  Brown,  officials  in  the 
order  of  rank. 

The  I.  0.  G.  T.  dates  back  to  1867,  when  dele- 
gates from  the  thirteen  lodges  then  existing  in  Cass, 
Douglas,  Nemaha  and  Otoe  Counties  organized  a 
Grand  Lodge.  In  1871  a  number  of  professional 
lecturers  on  temperance  were  introduced  into  the 
State.  In  1880  there  were  no  less  than  158  lodges 
and  6,263  members;  decreased  to  113  lodges  and 
5,054  members  in  1881.  The  sixteenth  annual 
session  of  the  Grand  Lodge  was  held  at  Hastings  in 
January,  1882. 

The  Temple  of  Honor  dates  back  to  March,  1877, 
when  a  lodge  was  organized  at  Lincoln.  The  same 
year  temples  were  formed  at  Hastings,  Crete,  Sutton, 
Juniata  and  other  places,  and  in  February,  1878, 
the  Grand  Temple  was  organized  with  A.  H.  Boweu, 
G.  W.  T.  He  was  succeeded  in  1880  by  W.  A. 
Hosford,  but  was  chosen  grand  recorder,  and  re- 
elected in  1882.  J.  E.  Morrison  was  chosen  G.  W. 
T.  and  E.  M.  Buswell  G.  W.  V.  T.  in  1882. 

The  red  ribbon  movement  was  begun  in  October, 
1877. 

In     1873     the    ''troublesome    question"     was 
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brought  before  the  Legislature.  In  1875  a  bill  reg- 
ulating the  granting  of  licenses  was  passed.  In 
1878  the  banded  legions  asked  for  prohibition. 
Among  their  opponents  was  R.  A.  Batty,  of  Adams 
Count}-.  A.  H.  Bowen  worked  against  him  in  the 
lobby,  as  the  latter  was  not  a  member  of  the  House. 
Mr.  Batty  pointed  out  the  danger  of  church  and 
State  government,  and  his  speech  aided  in  the  defeat 
of  the  bill.  In  1880  another  defeat  was  experienced. 
In  June,  1881,  the  license  law  was  passed,  and  de- 
clared constitutional  b}-  the  supreme  court  in  July, 
1881. 

The  Adams  County  Sunday-School  Association, 
organized  in  1874,  may  be  said  to  have  only  per- 
fected organization  in  May,  of  1880,  with  J.  B. 
Heartsvell,  president;  0.  A.  Buzzell,  C.  S. :  L.  B. 
Palmer,  R.  S. ;  W.  H.  Buit,  treasurer;  A.  F.  Powers, 
Davis  Lowman,  W.  Klingerman,  J.  A.  Davidson, 
D.  P.  Maryatt,  L.  Parmenter,  W.  White,  and  C.  F. 
Orvis,  ■vice-presidents.  The  report  showed  1,200 
Sunday-school  scholars  in  the  county.  The  work  of 
this  society  has  been  carried  on  methodically  since 
1880.  The  Eleventh  Annual  Convention  of  the 
County  Sundaj'-School  Association  was  commenced 
at  Ayr,  Maj-  21,  1885.  D.  D.  Norton  was  chosen 
secretary;  Prof.  H.  B.  Gilbert,  correspondent;  L. 
M.  Campbell,  recorder;  Nettie  Winter,  treasurer; 
James  Newell,  George  F.  Work  and  A.  N.  Hall, 
executive  committee.  Some  changes  have  been 
made  in  the  official  list  within  the  last  five  years, 
but  the  workers  in  the  Sunday-school  movement 
have  retained  their  interest  in  it  under  every  change 
of  administration. 

The  woman's  suffrage  question,  or  the  Bloomer 
movement,  was  presented  to  Nebraskans  January  8, 
1856,  when  Mrs.  Amelia  Bloomer  delivered  an  ad- 
dress before  the  State  Legislature.  A  bill  was  at 
once  intr.oduced  providing  for  women  the  right  of 
voting.  This  bill  was  caiTied  in  the  House  b}'  1-1 
to  11,  Representative  Laird  voting  with  the  minor- 
ity. It  failed,  however,  to  be  brought  up  for  third 
reading  in  the  Council.  In  1867,  the  trio,  George 
Francis  Train,  Elizabeth  Cady  Stanton  and  Susan  B. 
Anthony,  reviewed  the  question,  but  it  was  not  well 
received,  as  the  constitution  of  1871  made  no  pro- 
vision   for   enfranchising   women.       In    1877    the 


Woman's  Suifrage  Association,  of  Thayer  County, 
was  organized,  and  this  society  asked  for  a  constitu- 
tional amendment,  omitting  the  word  male  and  giv- 
ing the  franchise  to  every  person  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States.  On  Januarj-  27,  1880,  the  Nebraska 
AVoman's  Suffrage  Association  was  formed.  Mrs. 
J.  H.  Bowen,  of  Hastings,  was  a  member  of  the  first 
executive  committee.  This  association  worked  so 
earnestly  that  eighty-four  of  the  two  hundred  jour- 
nals then  published  in  the  State  espoused  its 
cause;  while  only  eighteen  journals  opposed  it. 
Adams  County  Woman's  Sufl'rage  Association  was 
organized  March  30,  1882,  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brass. 
Mrs.  S.  H.  Henderson  was  elected  president,  jMrs. 
S.  H.  Williams,  R.  S.,  and  Mrs.  Liveringhouse,  C. 
S.  The  vice-presidents  chosen  were  Mrs.  A.  Wal- 
deck,  of  Little  Blue  precinct;  Mrs.  J.  Bovard,  of 
Ayr;  Mrs.  M.  Renfrew,  of  Denver;  Mrs.  M.  Van 
Fleet,  of  West  Blue;  Mrs.  B.  Smith,  of  Juniata; 
Mrs.  L.  A.  Boley,  of  Kenesaw;  IMrs.  B.  F.  Evans, 
of  Cottonwood,  and  Mrs.  Clinton  Soper,  of  Silver 
Lake. 

The  pioneer  railroad  of  Adams  County,  and  in- 
deed, of  Nebraska,  south  of  the  Platte  River,  is  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  now  connect- 
ing Denver  with  Chicago,  and  bringing  Hastings 
within  seventeen  hours  distance  of  that  city.  This 
road  was  constructed  in  1871-72,  from  Omaha  to 
Kearney,  and  in  July,  of  1872,  tlie  first  office  in  this 
county  was  opened  at  Hastings  by  Agent  Wiggins. 
This  road  was  built  without  asking  aid  from  the 
pioneers  of  Adams  County.  In  April,  1878,  the 
question  of  granting  financial  aid  to  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  on  their  prop- 
osition to  build  a  road  from  Hastings,  through  Lit- 
tle Blue  and  Pawnee  to  Red  Cloud,  took  practical 
shape,  and  resolutions  favoring  the  proposition  were 
widely  circulated  and  signed.  This  project  was 
carried  out  in  1878,  Denver  precinct  voting  the 
bonds  referred  to  in  the  transactions  of  the  com- 
missioners and  in  the  political  chapter.  Work  on 
the  Hastings  &  Republican  Valley  Railroad  was  be- 
gun June  12,  1878,  by  the  chief  contractor,  John 
Fitzgerald.  About  a  month  later  a  small  band  of 
Hibernian  workmen,  dissatisfied  with  the  presence 
of  labor-competing  Russians,  rebelled  and  drove  the 
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peaceful  ex-slaves  of  the  Czar  from  the  phice.  The 
local  press  was  full  of  praise  for  the  great  contract- 
or's methods. 

The  Hastings  &  Olierliu  road  and  the  Hastings 
&  Aurora  road  are  branches  of  this  system.  The 
great  strike  of  locomotive  engineers  and  firemen  on 
the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  system  began  at 
4  A.  M.  on  February  29,  1888,  when  ten  engines 
were  laid  up  at  the  Hastings  round  house.  "  Pap  " 
Willis,  an  old  conductor,  and  formerly  an  engineer, 
took  charge  of  No.  6,  running  to  Lincoln,  and  re- 
turned with  No.  5 ,  being  his  own  fireman.  A  meet- 
ing to  consider  the  rates  on  grain,  charged  by  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  and  other  roads  from 
Hastings  to  Chicago,  resulted  in  a  resolution  boj- 
cotting  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River,  and  favor- 
ing the  St.  Joseph  &  Western. 

At  the  crossing  of  the  Grand  Island  &  St.  Joseph 
Railroad  within  the  limits  of  Hastings  two  wrecks 
have  already  been  recorded.  That  of  December, 
1889,  resulted  in  the  death  of  Fireman  Cahill  and 
injury  to  mail  ear  No.  37,  of  No.  1  Flj^er. 

The  St.  Joseph  &  Grand  Island  Railroad  was 
constructed  in  1872  without  financial  aid  from  the 
county,  and  was  at  that  time  known  as  the  St. 
Joseph  &  Denver  City.  It  was  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  projectors  of  the  enterprise  to  construct 
the  line  through  to  Denver,  Colo.,  and,  in  pursuance 
of  that  intention,  the  road  was  graded  and  the  track 
laid  for  some  miles  west  of  Hastings.  Afterward, 
when  the  idea  of  building  to  Denver  was  abandoned, 
the  track  that  had  been  put  down  west  of  the  city 
was  taken  up,  and  Hastings  remained  the  western 
terminus  of  the  road  until  the  fall  of  1879,  when 
the  construction  of  the  Hastings  &  Grand  Island 
Railroad  formed  a  connection  between  the  St.  Joseph 
&  Denver  and  the  Union  Pacific.  The  two  com- 
panies were  then  put  under  the  same  management, 
and  the  consolidated  line  became  the  St.  Joseph  & 
Grand  Island,  which  name  it  now  bears. 

During  the  heavy  snow  storm  of  January,  1886, 
a  ti-ain  on  the  St.  Joseph  &  Western  Railroad  was 
snow  liound  between  Hastings  and  Hansen,  near  the 
S.  !NI.  Bates  farm.  The  cold  was  extreme,  so  that 
the  passengers  who  remained  in  the  coaches  during 
the  blockade  suffered  severelj-. 


The  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  Rail- 
road Company  was  incorporated  in  December,  1886, 
the  capital  stock  being  placed  at  $30,000,000.  The 
road  was  completed  to  Hastings  in  October,  1887, 
thus  giving  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  commu- 
nication with  this  rich  prairie  section.  In  January', 
1886,  there  were  construction  contracts  sold  for  297 
miles  of  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley 
Railroad,  including  the  twenty-six  miles  from  Hast 
ings  to  Aurora.  It  was  an  interesting  sight  to  see 
a  band  of  forty  or  more  Russians,  of  all  sizes,  rig- 
ging up  a  team  to  go  to  work  on  the  grade,  with 
Fitzgerald  in  their  midst  talking  Chenook,  and 
gesticulating  some  sense  into  them.  The  road  was 
completed  to  Hastings,  October  10,  1887.  One 
branch  extends  from  Fremont  to  the  Black  Hills 
and  into  Wyoming.  Another  line  stretches  out  to- 
ward the  Kansas  field,  and  a  line  from  Hastings  to 
Denver  is  projected. 

On  October  15, 1887,  the  question  of  subscribing 
$20,000  aid  to  the  Pacific  Railroad  Company,  in  Ne- 
braska, was  carried  by  a  majorit}-  vote  of  the  tax- 
payers of  Hastings.  The  countj-  subscribed  $100,- 
000  and  the  bonds  were  issued  April  24,  1888.  A 
few  days  later  a  temporary  injunction  to  prevent 
deliver}-  of  bonds  was  gi-anted  by  the  district  court, 
an  act  at  once  condemned  by  the  Hastings  Board  of 
Trade. 

The  workmen  on  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad 
camped  at  Hastings  February  28,  1888,  and  placed 
the  houses  on  the  depot  site  on  rollers  to  be  moved 
fi-om  right  of  way.  Track  laying  was  commenced 
April  4,  when  the  depot  building  was  completed. 
The  first  arrival  and  departure  of  a  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad  ti-ain  at  Hastings  took  place  April  21,  1888, 
when  locomotive  168,  in  charge  of  Raj-mond,  hauling 
a  regular  train  with  W.  P.  Davis,  conductor,  steamed 
into  the  citj-,  thence  proceeded  to  Juniata,  where  the 
first  agent  was  installed,  and  thence  to  the  western 
terminus  at  Prosser,  just  at  the  county  line,  where 
J.  H.  Korner  was  the  first  agent. 

The  Burlington  &  ^lissouri  River  Railroad,  built 
in  1871-72,  and  the  St.  Joseph  &  Western  Railroad, 
in  1872,  were  constructed  without  financial  aid  being 
asked  from  the  pioneers.  Not  so  the  branch  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River — the  Republican  Val- 
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k'}-  Railroad — built  in  1S7S.  Denver  township 
donated  $20,000  in  bonds.  In  1879  the  Northern 
branch  was  built  from  the  north  to  Hastings;  so  that 
the  fifty-seven  miles  of  railroad  in  Adams  County  in 
1880  cost  the  people  directly  only  $2,000  and  that 
sum  was  confined  to  the  few  residents  of  one 
precinct. 

In  February,  1874,  the  record  of  land  sale 'con- 
tracts by  the  Union  Pacific  Company  with  buyers 
began  in  this  county. 

In  April,  1888,  Secretary  Lamar  issued  his  cele- 
brated order  restoring  to  the  United  States  the  un- 
earned land  grants  of  several  railroads  companies. 
The  St.  Joseph  &  Denver  Railroad  lost  12,000 
acres,  a  large  portion  of  which  belong  to  the  south- 
ern townships  of  Adams  County.  Settlers  who  pur- 
chased from  the  railroad  company  were  alarmed, 
but  the  vacatmg  act  secured  for  the  buyers  from  the 
company  a  preference  right  to  re-purchase. 

The  Kansas  City,  Wyandotte  &  Northwestern 
Railroad  has  been  built  from  Kansas  City  to  Beatrice, 
and  regular  trains  were  running  into  the  latter  city 
in  December,  1889.  In  the  fall  of  1885  Mayor  Yo- 
cum  and  Charlie  Dietrich  took  an  active  interest  in 
the  organization  of  this  road.  Both  gentlemen  were 
members  of  the  board  of  directors. 

The  Rock  Island  Railroad,  which  now  reaches 
Nelson  in  Nuckolls  County,  the  Chicago  &  Santa  Fe, 
the  Kansas  Cit}',  Lawrence  &  Nebraska  are  aU  look- 
ing over  the  prairie  toward  Hastings;  while  the  roads 
already  represented  here  are  equally  watchful  in 
planning  extentions  or  in  carrying  their  plans 
forward. 

The  first  school  in  Adams  County  was  opened 
one  mile  south  of  Juniata  early  in  1872,  by  Miss 
Emma  Leonard,  and  that  fall  Miss  Lizzie  Scott  was 
emplo3-ed  to  teach  a  school  at  Juniata.  In  the  rec- 
ords of  the  county  commissioners,  summarized  for 
this  work,  the  ofllcial  dealings  with  the  pioneer 
schools  are  related.  By  April  1,  1872,  there  were 
thirteen  districts  organized,  and  by  October  1,  187.3, 
no  less  than  thirtj^-eight  districts  reported  organiza- 
tion. The  enumeration  of  children  of  school  age  gave 
a  total  of  467,  of  whom  251  were  males  and  216  fe- 
males. The  expenditures  for  school  purposes  in  1875 
amounted  to  $10,850.46,  or  an  expense  per  child  of 


$6. 60.  In  the  thirty-eight  districts  were  twenty-five 
school-houses,  one  of  which  was  a  log-house.  In 
1880  sixty-six  districts  and  fifty-five  school  buildings 
were  reported;  3,275  children  of  school  age — 1,083 
males  and  1,032  females.  Thirty-two  male  and  41 
female  teachers  were  employed  during  the  first  year 
of  the  past  decade  (1880),  who  received  $12,505.61 
as  salary.  The  school  buildings  were  valued  at 
$31,492.20,  and  the  school  grounds  at  $911.  The 
first  statistics  of  apportionment  of  school  moneys, 
published  in  October,  1873,  on  the  bases  of  the  cen- 
sus of  April  of  that  year,  form  a  little  history  of  the 
beginnings  of  the  common  schools  of  Adams 
County. 

The  amount  received  from  tlu' State  was  .■?('i26.83, 
and  that  from  the  county  s^L'iJS.  yj.  makinu  a  total  of 
$865.42.  It  will  be  seen  that  all  organized  districts 
received  $7.46,  being  each  district's  share  of  the 
one-fourth  of  the  whole  amount.  Some  will  be  no- 
ticed marked  *,  which  denotes  that  they  had  three 
months  school  prior  to  the  taking  of  the  census  in 
April,  1873,  and  hence  were  not  entitled  to  the  pro  rata 
apportionment.  District  No.  18,  which  includes 
Hastings,  was  organized  more  than  three  months 
before  the  taking  of  the  school  census  in  April, 
1883,  and  had  no  school  until  after  that  time,  hence 
was  not  entiled  to  the  jjro  rata  apportionment. 

Disti-ict  No.  1,  37  children,  $114.02;  disti-ict 
No.  2,  29  children,  $90.98;  district  No.  3*,  $7.46; 
district  No.  4,  33  children,  $102.50;  district  No. 
5*,  $7.46;  district  No.  8*,  $7.46;  district  No.  9*, 
$7.46;  district  No.  10, 10  children,  $36.26;  disti-ict 
No.  12,  8  children,  $30.50;  district  No.  13,  6  chil- 
dren, $24.74;  district-  No.  14*  $7.46;  district 
No.  16,  7  children,  $27.62;  district  No.  17*  $7.46; 
district  No.  18*  $7.46;  district  No.  19,  21  chil- 
dren, $67.94;  district  No.  21*,  $7.46;  district  No. 
22,  22  children,  $76.82;  district  No.  13*,  $7.46; 
district  No.  24*,  $7.46;  district  No.  25,  19  chil- 
dren, $62.18;  district  No.  26*.  $7.46;  district  No. 
28*,  $7.46;  district  No.  29*,  $7.46;  district  No. 
31*,  $7.46;  disti-ict  No.  32,  7  chilcken,  $27.62; 
district  No.  33,  11  children,  $39.24;  district  No. 
34,  8  children,  $30.50;  district  No.  35,  7  children, 
$27.62;  district  No.  37  *,$7.46. 

Superintendent  A.  E.  AUyn,  of  Adams  County, 
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reporting  on  the  schools  for  the  year  ending  Decem- 
ber 31,  1888,  credits  the  county  with  5  brick,  77 
frame  and  2  sod  school  houses,  and  places  the  value 
of  school  property  at  $173,014.  The  number  of 
acres  of  common  school  lands  in  the  county  on  No- 
vember 30,  1888,  was  16,560.  During  the  year 
then  ended  1,515  acres  were  sold,  and  4,160  acres 
leased  at  $3,462. 95  per  annum.  The  apportionment 
of  school  funds  to  Adams  County  in  1888  was 
$8,279.44.  On  July  11,  1887,  there  were  2,713 
males  and  2,709  female  pupils,  or  children  between 
the  age  of  five  and  twenty-one;  35  males  and  102 
female  teachers  were  emploj'ed;  4  graded  schools 
were  in  existence,   and  75  of  the  80  districts  had 


school  for  six  months  or  more  each  year.  At 
Hastings  J.  B.  Moulux  was  principal,  and  at  Juniata 
J.  H.  Albright  (succeeded  by  Mr.  Webster).  Miss 
Bertha  Green  was  principal  of  the  partially  graded 
school  at  A3'r,  and  H.  H.  Monlux  at  Kenesaw.  The 
enrollment  of  school  children  at  the  close  of  1888 
was  281  over  that  of  the  former  year,  but  the  in- 
crease in  attendance  was  only  9.  During  the  year 
1889  a  marked  increase  in  enumeration  was  reported, 
and  an  improvement  in  the  sj'stem  of  teaching  and 
qualification  of  teachers. 

The  first  flag  raised  over  a  school  house  in  Adams 
Count}'  was  hoisted  over  the  school  building  in  the 
Wallace  district,  January  6,  1890,  by  W.  E.  Nute. 
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H«h 


She  shalv^ 
And  seeir 


;  the  rubbish  from  her  mounting  brow, 
to  have  renew'd  her  charter's  date. — Dryden. 


ASTINGS,  also  known  as 
the  "Queen  City  of  the 
Phiins, "  dates  back  to 
1872.  A  little  while 
prior  to  that  daj-,  in  Oc- 
tol)er  of  that  j'ear,  when 
Charles  W.  Colt  and  his 
drew  their  lines  over  a  part 
of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section 
12,  the  site  was  part  and  parcel  of 
Fremont's  Great  American  Desert. 
The  spirit  of  progress  had  spread  its 
wings  over  the  country,  and  a  glim- 
mer from  the  head-light  of  the  first 
locomotive  on  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad  shot  across  the 
prairie  and  seemed  to  rest  here.  In  July  the  rail- 
road to  this  point  was  an  accomplished  fact,  and  the 
dream  of  town-builders  took  possession  of  those  who 
entered  the  lands  in  1871.  Within  six  months  this 
dream  was  partly  realized,  and,  while  the  shadows 
of  the  panic  of  1873  ebbed  and  flowed  over  the  land, 
the  new  town  of  the  prairies  leaped  forward  like  a 
young  fawn  freed  from  maternal  restraints. 

The  town  was  surveyed  by  Charles  W.  Colt,  of 
Lowell,   Neb.,   in  October,    1872,   on  the  west  one- 


half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  12,  Town- 
ship 7,  Range  10,  under  orders  from  Walter  M. 
Micklen  and  Thomas  E.  Farrell.  The  plat  shows 
the  crossing  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
and  St.  Joseph  &  Denver  Railroads  between  Hast- 
ings and  Lincoln  Avenues,  south  of  First  Street. 
This  street  is  paralleled  with  numbered  streets.  Sec- 
ond to  Sixth.  The  north  line  is  shown  by  North 
Street  and  the  south  line  by  South  Street.  Burling- 
ton Avenue,  running  north  and  south  along  the  west 
line  of  the  plat,  is  paralleled  on  the  east  by  Lincoln, 
Hastings,  Denver  and  St.  Joseph  Avenues.  On 
October  15,  1872,  Micklen  appointed  Thomas  E. 
Farrell,  "my  true  and  lawful  attorney,"  to  convey 
any  part  of  the  west  one-half  of  the  southeast  quar- 
ter of  Section  12,  Township  7,  Range  10.  He  also 
conveyed  to  him,  for  $500,  a  half  of  the  west  one- 
half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  12,  Town- 
ship 7,  Range  10. 

Moore's  addition  was  surveyed  by  N.  P.  Cook 
in  Novemljer,  1872,  for  John  Gillespie  Jloore.  This 
tract  extended  north  from  South  Street  to  Sixth 
Street,  and  west  from  Burlington  Avenue  to  the 
alley  west  of  Bellevue  Avenue.  On  October  28, 
1872,  E.  Worthing,  receiver  of  the  land  office  at 
Lowell,  entered  the  east  one-half  of  the  southwest 
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quarter  of  Section  12,  Township  7,  Range  10,  to 
John  G.  Moore,  for  §2.50  per  acre. 

Johnson's  addition  was  sun-ej-ed  in  March,  1873, 
by  Survej'or  C.  W.  Colt,  east  of  St.  Joseph  Avenue, 
within  the  north  and  south  lines  of  original  town 
site.  The  numerical  order  of  east  and  west  streets 
in  original  town  was  retained,  while  the  streets  run- 
ning north  and  south  were  named  Kansas  Avenue, 
Colorado  Avenue,  Minnesota  Avenue  and  Wabash 
Avenue,  later  occupied  hy  the  Hastings  &  Grand 
Island  Railroad.  The  railroad  addition  was  sur- 
veyed by  A.  B.  Smith,  in  July,  1873. 

The  articles  of  incorporation  of  the  Hastings 
Town  Company  were  filed  at  Juniata,  April  17, 
1873;  but  aclinowledged  before  John  L.  Jones,  of 
Buchanan  County,  Mo. ,  April  8,  that  year,  by 
James  D.  Carl,  W.  L.  Smith,  W.  B.  Slosson, 
Thomas  E.  Farrell  and  Walter  M.  Micklen.  On 
April  23,  the  above  named  (except  Carl),  with 
Thomas  Johnson,  Louise  Slosson  and  Julia  Micklen, 
gave  power  of  attorney  to  the  president  and  secre- 
tary of  the  company  to  conve}'  or  mortgage  all  lots 
in  Johnson's  addition  to  the  original  town.  The 
company  was  organized  April  9,  1874,  with  James 

D.  Carl,  Thomas  E.  Farrell,  William  L.  Smith,  R. 
Beitel,  Henry  Beitel,  George  H.  Pratt,  C.  K.  Law- 
son,  W.  B.  Slosson,  and  S.  Slosson,  members. 

St.  Joseph  addition  was  surveyed  bj'  A.  R. 
Buttolph,  in  July,  1873  (east  of  railroad  addition 
and  south  of  Johnson's  and  original  town),  for  D. 
M.  Steele,  of  Buchanan  County,  Mo.  A.  M.  Ghost's 
addition  was  surveyed  by  A.  B.  Smith,  October  6, 
1873,  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Section  13,  Town- 
ship 7,  Range  10,  for  A.  M.  Ghost.  It  was  named 
originally  Junction  Land  Company's  addition. 
Johnson's  addition  to  the  Town  of  Hastings  Com- 
pany was   organized  in  April,   1874,   with  Thomas 

E.  Farrell,  Thomas  Johnson,  George  H.  Pratt,  C. 
K.  Lawson,  William  L.  Smith,  Henry  Beitel,  Ru- 
dolph Beitel,  and  Slosson  Brothers,  stockholders. 
In  May,  1880,  the  fortj'-acre  tract  of  J.  V.  Lewis, 
west  of  the  city,  was  surveyed  into  five-acre  building 
lots. 

In  the  celebrated  case,  R.  A.  Batty,  adminis- 
trator of  the  estate  of  John  0.  Barada,  deceased, 
Delilah  Barada  and  Margaret  Barada  vs.  the  Com- 


missioners of  Adams  County  and  Thomas  E.  Par- 
rel, William  L.  Smith,  Walter  M.  Micklen,  Rudolph 
Beitel,  Henry  Beitel,  George  H.  Pratt,  Charles  K. 
Lawson,  WLHiam  Slosson  and  Samuel  Slosson,  the 
history  of  the  town  site  of  Hastings  is  judicially-  re- 
lated by  Judge  Gaslin.  On  March  17,  1881,  he 
delivered  judgment  in  this  case  in  favor  of  the 
defendant  countj-.  He  pointed  out  clearly  that  the 
convej-ance  of  the  Town  Company,  on  October  8. 
1878,  to  the  county,  of  Block  15,  and  the  contract 
to  convey,  made  in  1875,  were  binding,  and  further, 
that  the  sale  to  Barada  was  made  without  a  consid- 
eration for  Block  15,  and  ordered  the  persons  named 
as  plaintiffs  and  the  individuals  named  as  defend- 
ants, heirs  and  legal  representatives  of  Barada,  and 
grantee  of  Carl,  to  make  quit  claim  deed  to  Adams 
County  for  Block  15,  within  sixty  days. 

In  December,  1886,  a  quit  claim  deed  from 
Lorenzo  H.  and  Caroline  0.  Dow  to  Charles  Dietrich 
was  filed  in  the  county  office.  This  instrument 
showed  a  consideration  of  $2,000,  and  was  made  in 
the  interest  of  the  owners  of  the  original  town  plat, 
and  to  settle  a  suit  of  long  standing  in  the  United 
States  court.  The  site  as  hitherto  stated  became 
the  property  of  a  stock  company,  who  delegated  to 
certain  persons  the  power  to  sell  lots.  Members  of 
the  company  complained  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
power  was  used,  and  the  old  Town  Companj-  dis- 
banded, and  a  new  one  was  formed,  whose  agents 
sold  the  balance  of  the  property,  Mr.  Batty  buying 
some  of  the  property,  the  same  to  which  Dow  held 
title  under  the  original  company.  In  the  summer  of 
1886  the  latter  began  ejectment  proceedings,  and  the 
former  asked  the  United  States  court  to  quiet  the 
title  of  Dow.  The  property  involved  was  then 
valued  at  $200,000. 

The  "  Kinnan  claim  "  suggested  itself  in  Decem- 
ber, 1889.  It  affected  Johnson's  addition  and  the 
original  town.  If  there  was  any  real  justice  in  the 
claim  it  would  be  a  very  serious  matter  indeed,  but 
the  vigorous  steps  being  taken  to  show  the  character  of 
the  title  alleged  to  be  held  by  Hurlbut  by  quit  claim 
from  Mrs.  Kinnan,  will  doubtless  succeed  in  break- 
ing it  down  completely.  There  are  altogether  about 
700  lots  in  the  body,  399  in  Johnson's  addition  and 
300  in  the  original  town  site  land. 
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The  owners  organized  to  defend  their  rights  and 
appointed  John  P.  Keedle,  M.  Van  Fleet,  Jay  Cherry 
and  A.  Van  Sickle  members  of  a  committee  for  this 
purpose.  Propositions  from  Kagan,  Capps,  Mc- 
Creary  &  Stephens,  A.  H.  Bowen,  C.  H.  Tanner, 
and  from  Batty,  Casto  &  Dungan,  all  agi-eeing  to 
clear  title,  Tvere  received,  and  on  December  30,  1889, 
the  proposition  of  the  last  named  Arm  to  clear  title 
to  lots  for  S750  was  recommended  and  subsequentl}' 
adopted. 

In  April,  1871,  a  small  colony  located  here — 
Walter  Micklen,  Thomas  Johnson,  John  G.  Moore 
and  Thomas  Watts  being  the  members.  During 
the  summer  and  fall  others  arrived,  so  that  at  the 
close  of  1871  there  were  twent3--nine  voters  and  a 
number  of  foreign  adults,  or  ten  more  voters  than 
there  were  persons  in  the  county  in  June,  1870. 
Micklen  erected  his  little  sod  house  on  Lincoln 
Avenue,  just  north  of  the  N.  L.  &  T.  Company's 
block. 

Hastings  Stock,  son  of  W.  H.  Stock,  was  the 
first  child  born  in  Hastings,  and  to  him  the  company 
deeded  a  town  lot. 

In  1871  Walter  Micklen  homesteaded  the  south- 
west quarter  of  Section  12,  Township  7,  Range  10, 
west,  and  proving  his  claim  in  1872,  was  granted 
a  patent.  The  Hastings  Town  Site  Company  was 
organized  with  Walter  Micklen,  W.  L.  Smith, 
Thomas  E.  Farrell,  secretary;  Walter  B.  Slosson, 
Samuel  Slosson  and  James  D.  Carl,  members.  Mick- 
len's  land  was  surveyed  into  lots  and  the  name 
Hastings  given  to  the  surveyed  tract.  The  origi- 
nal owner  built  a  sod  house  in  1871.  Earl^-  in  1872 
Samuel  Alexander  moved  from  Lincoln  to  this  point 
and  established  the  first  business  house  here.  In 
October  of  that  year  he  was  commissioned  first  post- 
master. The  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
was  constructed  to  Juniata  and  trains  were  running 
in  July,  1872.  In  September  following  the  St. 
Joseph  &  Denver  City  Railroad  (later  St.  Joe  & 
Western)  was  completed  to  Hastings.  The  Metho- 
dist Society  was  founded  here  in  1872;  the  Congre- 
gational Societj-  was  organized  in  1871. 

As  has  been  stated,  Mr.  Alexander  is  the  pion- 
eer of  the  commercial  circle.  He  hauled  the  goods 
from  old  Inland,  then  the  nearest   railroad  depot. 


In  October  he  was  appointed  postmaster,  the 
consideration  being  $1  per  month.  In  December 
Capt.  Weeeler  became  his  partner  and  their  building 
on  Second  Street  and  Hastings  Avenue  was  erected, 
where  Morledge  &  JMcWade  established  their  house 
in  later  years.  In  January  the  partnership  was  dis- 
solved, but  Mr.  Alexander  still  had  the  post  office  in 
the  new  building. 

C.  B.  Nelson  came  to  Hastings  October  1,  1872, 
as  land  agent  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  Company.  Prior  to  this  J.  Ross  opened 
his  blacksmith  shop  in  a  sod  house,  but  later  erected 
a  good  shop  on  Denver  Avenue,  and  was  joined  by 
L.  W.  Miller. 

S.  S.  Dow  arrived  from  Wisconsin  May  28,  1872. 
In  June  he  established  a  land  office  here  and  within 
a  year  located  270  homesteads.  He  cast  the  first 
ballot  ever  cast  in  Denver  precinct.  In  May,  1871, 
J.  G.  Moore  homesteaded  what  is  Moore's  addition. 
In  March,  1873,  he  became  a  partner  of  George  W. 
Donahey  and  built  a  law  and  land  office  at  the  corner 
of  First  and  Burlington  Streets.  C.  C.  Ingalls 
built  a  small  house,  the  third  in  the  village,  about 
September  1,  1872,  and  soon  after  joined  Benedict 
in  the  coal  and  agricultural  implement  business.  D. 
S.  Cole,  who  resided  east  of  the  town  site,  set  out 
his  nursery  in  the  spring  of  1873.  B.  H.  Brown  & 
Son  (lumber  dealers)  built  the  third  house  in  Sep- 
tember, 1872,  and  in  October  Pratt  &  Lawson  began 
the  building  in  which  they  opened  the  '  •  Headquar- 
ters "  store  in  November.  Capt  F.  S.  Wells  (U.  S. 
N. )  built  the  Inter  Ocean  Hotel  near  the  St.  Joseph  & 
Denver  Railroad  depot  early  in  the  winter  of  1872- 
73.  E.  Steinau  came  October  10,  1872,  and  within 
ten  dajs  opened  store  in  a  building  just  west  of  his 
second  store  completed  in  May.  Silas  Crooker  built 
a  shop  on  Front  Street  in  October,  1872,  and  in  No- 
vember opened  his  shoe  store.  A.  Andrus  erected 
his  drug  store  on  Second  Street  and  Hastings  Avenue 
in  March,  1873.  Within  six  months  from  the  founda- 
ticfti  of  the  town  between  forty  and  fifty  houses  were 
erected,  and  at  the  close  of  the  first  year  of  its  ex- 
istence there  were  fifty-one  distinct  business  and 
professional  men  here. 

In  January,  1873,  W.  H.  Stock  opened  a  meat 
market;    in  March  or  April  J.  H.  Ballard  established 
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his  lumber  yard,  following  A.  W.  Cox  &  Brother, 
who  came  prior  to  this  time  and  established  a  large 
lumber  business.  Abbott,  Batty  &  Dow  opened 
their  law  office  June  2,  Miss  Blodgett  her  millinery 
rooms,  and  W.  L.  Smith  his  book  store.  J.  P. 
Crowley's,  G.W.  Mowery's,  John  Douglass'  and  Dr. 
Buekworth's  residences  were  completed,  and  the 
Denver  House  opened.  Miles  Humphrey  built  the 
first  carpenter  shop,  and  R.  Chandler  moved  his 
wagon  shop  from  Juniata.  A.  W.  Cox  built  a  dry- 
house  in  their  lumber  yard;  E.  Steinau's  new  store 
was  completed;  Dr.  Buekworth's  new  building  on 
First  Street  and  Hastings  Avenue  was  sold  to 
Charles  Cameron,  of  Lincoln,  who  soon  after  estab- 
lished their  dry  goods  house  here  in  May,  1873.  In 
the  summer  of  1873  H.  A.  Forcht's  stove  store,  P. 
F.  Burruss'  and  Peter  Hessell's  harness  shops,  J. 
Millett's  bakery,  Hill  &  Luniac's  restaurant,  Gor- 
don's tailor  shop,  T.  B.  Pratt's  barber  shop, 
Twidale's  meat  market  and  Secor's  boot  and  shoe 
shop  were  in  existence.  In  June,  1873,  Mclntire  & 
Reed,  who  purchased  '^"heeler's  store,  took  posses- 
sion: Wiggins,  the  agent  of  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad,  opened  the  new  depot;  C.  H. 
Paul  his  boot  and  shoe  store;  J.  M.  Smith  opened  a 
grocery  in  the  Town  Company's  old  office;  M.  K. 
Lewis  erected  his  residence,  and  Gould  his  imple- 
ment warehouse.  Jules  Lemoine  established  his 
jewelry  store  in  Julj-;  Mackaj'  &  Co.  owned  the  nur- 
series; Shockey  &  Hutchinson  opened  their  hard- 
ware store,  and  Dr.  C.  M.  Wright  was  in  the  An- 
drus  store.  In  July,  1873,  the  block  north  of 
Third  Street  and  east  of  Hastings  Avenue  was 
donated  by  the  county  for  the  purposes  of  a  public 
square,  and  a  liberty  pole  raised  thereon.  The 
first  Fourth  of  July  celebration  was  held  at  Hast- 
ings in  1873,  S.  W.  Martin,  of  Bladison,  Wis.,  be- 
ing the  orator  of  the  daj-.  There  were  1 ,500  people 
reported  present.  In  addition  to  the  buildings 
named,  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  round-house,  the 
Oliver  block,  Samuel  Chaney's  residence,  A.  B. 
Ideson's  residence,  George  Haguewood's,  Dr.  Yea- 
zel's  and  the  Cline  brothers'  residences,  together 
with  various  smaller  buildings,  were  commenced  in 
October.  In  September,  1874,  Buswell's  dwelling, 
Razee's  two  dwellings,  Cameron's  two-storj^  business 


block.  Prof.  Ballinger's  residence,  an  addition  to 
the  Burlington  House,  an  addition  to  Mclntire  & 
Morledge's  store  house,  Eidel's  dwelling,  and  the 
Taylor  and  Ash  dwellings  were  commenced.  The 
Journal  was  established  in  May,  1873.  Hastings 
Lodge  of  Masons  and  the  Presbyterian  Society  were 
organized  in  1873.  The  town  was  incorporated 
April  2,  1874,  and  the  Baptist  Society  organized, 
and  Lodge  No.  50,  L  0.  0.  F. ,  founded.  In  1876 
I.  W.  Cramer  established  a  broom  corn  market  here, 
and  the  ranks  of  the  business  circle  were  generally 
recruited.  Hastings  was  chosen  the  seat  of  justice 
in  1877.  The  Exchange  Bank  and  A.  L.  Clarke  & 
Co.'s  Bank  were  established;  the  Central  Nebraskan 
was  issued  in  1878;  the  German  Evangelical  Society 
was  organized  in  1878;  the  Evangelical  Association 
in  1879;  the  Catholic  congregation  was  founded  the 
same  year;  Strickland  Post,  G.  A.  R. ,  was  chartered 
in  1878,  and  reorganized  in  1880,  in  which  year  the 
Protestant  Episcopal  Society  was  organized.  Hast- 
ings Chapter  and  Nebo  Commandery  were  chartered 
in  1881;  the  same  year  the  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  or- 
ganized; the  City  Bank  and  the  First  National 
Bank  were  founded,  and  Heartwell  &  Co.'s  real 
estate  and  loan  office  established. 

During  the  3-ear  1874  there  were  thirty-three 
business  houses  and  twenty-five  dwellings  erected, 
together  with  additions  to  former  buildings.  From 
January  1  to  July  1,  1878,  there  were  130  houses 
erected  in  the  town.  Such  a  record  of  substantial 
growth  needs  no  word  of  comment.  Local  real 
estate  owners  and  agents  sold  75,000  acres  during 
this  year.  Additions  were  made  to  the  city,  and  a 
large  number  of  building  lots  disposed  of.  In  the 
beginning  of  1879  there  was  not  a  brick  building  at 
Hastings.  Ideson  built  the  brick  block  on  Hastings 
Avenue,  north  of  Morledge  &  Mc Wade's  store.  He 
was  followed  by  the  Adams  County  Banking  Com- 
pany, who  erected  their  large  building  that  year. 
Then  came  the  fire,  and  after  it  the  building  era  of 
the  city  was  introduced — the  brick  store  buildings 
occupied  in  August,  1880,  by  Henry  &  Frahm, 
Hursch,  Shean,  Barnes,  Walbach  and  Edwards,  the 
saloon  buildings  of  Kelley  &  Hahn  and  Plamnaidon 
&  Co.,  and  the  Commercial  Hotel — all  coming  in 
I  lately  after  the  fire.     In  the  spring  of  1880 
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Ideson's  two  stores  on  Seroiid  Street  were  com- 
menced, and  in  the  fall  the  Buckeye  House,  the 
Alexander  Phillipps  block  ($10,000),  the  South  Side 
school-house,  the  Farrell  block  ($15,000),  and  the 
Mowery  block,  on  the  site  of  the  old  Denver  House, 
were  started,  together  with  the  Davis  building  and 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  and  Protestant  Episcopal 
churches.  During  the  building  season  of  1884:  there 
were  3,251,000  brick  used  in  buildings,  and  287 
new  residences  were  erected.  In  the  fall  of  1885 
H.  A.  Fy\ev  arvixed  en  route  to  Kansas  Citj',  where 
he  intended  to  establish  a  large  dry  goods  house. 
Stopping  off  at  Hastings,  he  was  impressed  with  the 
appearance  and  prospects  of  the  town,  and  signified 
his  intention  of  remaining  should  he  be  able  to  bu}' 
or  rent  a  store  building.  Unsuccessful,  he  was 
about  to  carry  out  his  original  intention,  when 
Messrs.  Kerr,  Heartwell,  McElHinney  and  others 
proposed  to  erect  a  building  rather  than  lose  such  a 
concern  and  such  a  citizen.  The  Central  Building 
Association  was  organized  in  October,  with  Dr. 
jSaulteus,  president;  D.  M.  McElHinney,  vice-presi- 
dent; William  Kerr,  treasurer;  E.  C.  Webster,  sec- 
retary, and  they  with  O.  Oliver,  directors.  The 
two  lots  adjoining  the  Kerr  Opera  House  were  pur- 
chased at  once,  and  a  building,  after  plans  by  Ritten- 
house,  erected. 

The  fire  of  October  7,  1878,  destroyed  Maston  & 
Mitchell's  livei-y,  six  of  their  horses  and  eleven  tran- 
sient horses.  The  fire  of  September  ,1879,  originated 
in  the  basement  of  Allison's  drug  store,  when  an  oil 
lamp  or  lantern  exploded.  The  destruction  of  thirty- 
three  buildings  followed,  creating  damage  estimated  at 
from  S90 ,000  to  $100,000.  The  losses  are  set  forth 
as  follows:  J.  S.  Allison's  stock,  $5,000;  J.  W. 
Davis,  building  stock,  $6,000;  H.  Lepin's  hotel  and 
fixtui'es,  $8,000;  C.  Cameron's  stock  and  his  fine 
buildings,  $13,000;  Thomas  Scales'  building,  $800; 
A.  W.  Cox's  stock  and  two  buildings,  $2,300;  J. 
Weingart  &  Bros',  elevator  and  800  bushels  of 
wheat,  $2,200;  Kelley  &  Hahn's  building  and  con- 
tents, $2,300;  Dr.  Naulteus'  dwelling,  office  and 
stock,  $3,000;  Walbach  Bros',  building  and  stock, 
$15,000;  N.  F.  Damrou's  hotel  and  furniture, 
$6,000;  D.  H.  Ballard's  building  and  stock,  $4,000; 
G.  F.  Work's  office,  $125;  Exchange  Bank,   furni- 


ture, $200;  James  AValling's  hotel  furniture, 
$1,000;  0.  Oliver's  lumber,  $100;  Wigton  Bros.' 
office  and  type,  $600;  C.  Borin's  press,  $75;  Millett 
&  Mulford's  stone  works,  $1,000;  A.  L.  Clarke  & 
Co's.  brick  building,  $400;  C.  H.  Manker's  carpen- 
ter shop,  $200;  Prindle  &  Burke's  shop,  $50;  Mrs. 
How's  two  buildings,  $450;  Mrs.  Higgins'  building, 
$300;  Langevin  &  Plamondon's  two  buildings, 
$1,500;  J.  B.  Sevage's  building,  $800;  W.  A. 
Smith's  stock,  $900;  George  Volland's  two  livery 
stables,  $1,200;  J.  Kohl's  building  and  fixtures, 
$1,500;  E.  Stout's  building  and  stock,  $800;  A.  J. 
Nolan's  stock,  $300;  damage  to  Forcht  &  Co's. 
building,  $100;  Lowman  &  Fisher's  office  furniture, 
$150;  Charles  Carmichael's  personal  effects,  $300. 
and  a  few  smaller  losers. 

Immediately  after  the  fire  of  September,  1879, 
subsided,  the  work  of  rebuilding  commenced,  and 
nine  brick  buildings  were  under  construction,  with 
several  frame  houses,  among  them  the  Lepin  House. 

The  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  depot 
was  destroyed  by  fire  November  25,  1879,  under 
circumstances  described  in  the  chapter  devoted  to 
the  courts. 

The  burning  of  Lee's  barn,  February  24,  1880, 
threatened  the  destruction  of  that  section  of  the  city 
which  was  not  destro3'ed  in  September,  1879.  The 
firemen  averted  the  danger  and  saved  the  town,  an 
action  which  won  for  them  fame.  The  fire  of  July 
16,  1881,  originated  in  Davis'  drug  store,  destroying 
that  building,  with  Altschul's,  Binderup's,  Jorgen- 
sen's,  Dieti'ich's  (occupied  by  Nowlan)  buildings 
and  much  valuable  property.  The  insurance  carried 
amounted  to  $1 9,7  50.  This  disastrous  fire  destroyed 
the  block  between  Second  and  Third  Streets  and 
Hastings  and  Denver  Avenues.  Cole's  circus  was 
here;  the  thermometer  registered  103  degrees  in  the 
shade,  and  the  town  was  full  of  visitors.  The  circus 
men  aided  the  fire  department,  but  the  natural  and 
artificial  heat  made  the  atmosphere  so  oppressive 
that  numbers  of  the  workers  fell  insensible,  leaving 
the  fiames  to  devour  everything  save  the  Forgy  build- 
ing on  Second  Street  and  Denver  Avenue. 

The  fire  of  October  19,  1885,  destroyed  Bristol's 
agricultural  implement  warehouse  and  Yetter's  paint 
shop.      The  fire  apparatus  proved  almost  useless  in 
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face  of  the  strong  wind.  The  fire  of  Februarj-  2, 
1886,  originated  in  Winsor's  restaurant,  and  resulted 
in  the  destruction  of  Fisher's  building  adjoining,  and 
the  grocery  stoclc  of  Knight  &  Green.  Hattie  Hig- 
gins'  building  was  damaged,  also  Mrs.  D.  B.  Farry's 
house  and  the  M.  Stern  building.  Alfred  Curtis 
proclaimed  an  offer  of  $100  to  the  department, 
should  it  be  saved,  and  the  firemen  won  the  reward. 
Dilley's  slaughter-house  was  burned  May  31 ,  1886. 
The  burning  of  the  brewery  and  small  buildings  is 
of  recent  date.  In  January,  1889,  the  New  York 
Five  Cent  Store  was  burned  out  and  the  New  Eng- 
land Hotel  damaged.  The  fire  which  destroyed  E. 
Cole's  barn  in  Februar}'  almost  led  to  the  burning  of 
the  La  Belle  Hotel  and  the  steam  laundry. 

The  rain  and  wind  storm  of  May  22-23,  1873, 
blew  down  Moore  &  Donahey's  office,  carried  out  the 
front  of  Veith's  furniture  store;  Gordon's  new  build- 
ing was  leveled;  Capt.  Wells'  stable  was  blown 
away;  Pratt  &  Lawson's  house,  on  their  claim, 
was  torn  to  pieces,  while  southwest  of  the  town  a 
school-house  was  blown  down.  At  Juniata  only  one 
house  was  blown  over. 

The  storm  of  July  4,  ISSO,  carried  away  part  of 
the  roof  of  the  Lepin  House,  entailing  a  loss  of 
$1,500;  Bacon's  new  house,  north  of  the  depot, 
was  carried  bodily  off  the  foundation,  also  Schermer- 
horn's  house;  Meson's  unfinished  house,  on  the 
north  side  of  the  square,  was  moved  twelve  inches; 
Mount's  new  house  was  moved  over  twenty-four  in- 
ches, but  the  sleeping  owners  did  not  know  of  it 
until  morning;  barns  and  other  buildings  in  the 
northwestern  quarter  of  Hastings  were  carried  away 
or  damaged;  Steinau's  warehouse  was  torn  to  pieces; 
the  front  of  Crane  &  Hayzlett's  store  was  blown 
out,  and  fifty  per  cent  of  the  wind-mills  were  taken 
away  or  broken  by  the  wind. 

In  the  summer  of  1887  a  wind  storm  demolished 
the  large  building  then  being  erected  by  the  Hast- 
ings Building  Association,  for  Moriarty,  Trimble 
&  Co. 

The  old  fire  department  re-organized  November 
26,  1878,  with  J.  D.  Crans,  C.  E. ;  H.  M.  Hicks, 
A.  M. ;  J.  S.  Allison,  secretary;  A.  Yeazel,  treas- 
urer; H.  H.  Cherry,  foreman;  Peter  Wood  and  L. 
McBride,  assistant  foremen.      The  hook  and  ladder 


company  was  presided  over  by  N.  R.  McBride,  with 
Louis  Kline  and  A.  Pool,  assistants.  The  hose 
companj-  claimed  E.  D.  Kennard  as  foreman,  while 
the  department  trustees  were  J.  N.  Lj-man,  E. 
Hayzlett,  C.  Cameron,  F.  J.  Benedict  and  George 
E.  Brown.  The  special  election  of  Januarj-,  1879, 
resulted  in  308  votes  being  recorded  on  the  question 
of  issuing  bonds  for  $6,000  to  meet  the  expenditures 
of  the  reorganized  fire  department.  The  proposition 
was  carried  by  a  majority  of  seventy-three  votes. 
The  roster  of  firemen,  in  good  standing,  December 
19,  1883,  shows  the  names  of  J.  C.  Williams  (chief 
of  department),  O.  Oliver,  J.  N.  Lyman,  D.  M. 
McElHiunej',  James  McWade,  F.  J.  Benedict,  C. 
Hammott,  C.  K.  Lawson  (treasurer),  Ed.  Quinn,  J. 
M.  Strickland,  J.  J.  Wemple,  J.  C.  Craig,  Ed. 
Havens,  Frank  Coy,  H.  H.  Cherry  and  S.  M. 
Wright — all  of  engine  company  No.  1 ;  C.  Fisher, 
Ed.  Kennard,  H.  Ellison,  George  W.  Houck  (assist- 
ant engineer  of  department),  W.  G.  Snyder,  John 
Dugan,  0.  H.  McNeil,  William  Cutler,  J.  L.  Finley 
and  N.  P.  Eckles — all  of  hose  company;  G.  J. 
Evans,  H.  C.  Haverly,  M.  Stern,  Charles  C.  Cline, 
J.  B.  Dallas,  F.  Browning,  Fred  Stine,  Charles 
Wahlquist  and  Alex.  Meyer — all  of  hook  and  ladder 
company.  The  officers  for  1890  are  J.  C.  Williams, 
chief;  H.  C.  Haverly,  assistant  chief;  C.  C.  Cline, 
secretary,  and  Mike  Reed,  treasurer. 

The  ordinance  empowering  the  city  to  borrow 
$85,000  for  the  construction  of  a  system  of  water- 
works was  adopted  in  March,  1886.  The  people 
confirmed  this  ordinance  by  vote,  and  in  November 
the  entire  bond  issue  was  purchased  by  Edward  M. 
Needles,  of  the  Penn  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
of  Philadelphia,  who  came  here  to  see  the  city. 

The  works  were  completed  in  1886.  The  system 
consists  of  eight  bored  wells,  each  supplied  with  a 
separate  steam  pump  which  pumps  the  water  into  a 
large  receiving  reservoir.  Two  large  steam  pumps 
take  the  water  from  the  reservoir  and  force  it  iato 
the  stand  pipe.  The  stand  pipe  rests  upon  a  solid 
stone  foundation,  and  is  125  feet  in  height  and  20 


feet  in  diameter.    There  are  1  Si 


i  of  mains.    The 


total  cost  of  the  works  and  mains  is  $100,000.  For 
the  eleven  months  ending  November  30,  there  had 
been  pumped  63,451,613  gallons   of   water.     The 
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water  rent  for  1889  was  about  $8,G50.  During  the 
year  140  permits  were  issued,  making  total  number 
of  water  permits  725.  The  best  of  maintenance, 
including  coal,  wages,  etc.,  is  less  than  $G,000.  As 
an  investment,  Hastings  water  works  stock,  were  it 
owned  by  private  individuals,  would  be  above  par. 
There  is  not  another  city  in  Nebraska  with  a  better 
system  of  water  works,  better  management,  or  fur- 
nishing better  water  than  the  Hastings,  system.  The 
water  is  as  pure  as  that  from  a  mountain  spring  or 
brook,  and  the  supply  is  inexhaustible. 

The  transactions  of  the  council  of  the  town  are 
interesting:  The  commissioners  declared  Hastings 
an  incorporated  town  April  2,  1874,  and  M.  K. 
Lewis,  A.  D.  Buckworth,  J.  G.  B.  Smith,  A.  W. 
Cox  and  A.  H.  Forcht  were  chosen  trustees.  The 
board  of  trustees  of  the  town  of  Hastings  organized 
May  4,  1874,  with  M.  K.  Lewis,  president;  W.  F. 
J.  Combj',  clerk;  W.  A.  Smith,  treasurer;  Thomas 
E.  Farrell,  collector;  G.  W.  JMowery,  marshal;  G.  D. 
Pierce,  attornej^;  L.  C.  Gould,  police  justice;  C.  H. 
Paul,  assessor;  C.  K.  Lawson  and  R.  Y.  Shockey, 
flue  inspectors.  On  May  18  the  first  business  meel^ 
ing  was  held.  M.  K.  Lewis,  A.  D.  Buckworth,  H. 
A.  Forcht  and  A.  W.  Cox  were  present.  A  petition 
from  residents  on  the  north  side  of  Second  Street, 
asking  for  the  construction  of  a  sidewalk,  was  pre- 
sented, and  an  ordinance  for  a  walk  six  feet  in  width 
was  adopted.  The  ordinance  for  closing  saloons 
between  the  hours  of  10  P.  M.  and  5  A.  M.  and  all 
day  on  Sundays  was  adopted.  A.  Berg  was  ap- 
pointed street  commissioner  vice  Dungan,  resigned. 
Trustee  J.  G.  B.  Smith  was  present  on  May  30. 
Petitions  for  sidewalks  on  Hastings  Avenue  and 
First  Street  and  for  street  crossings  were  pre- 
sented. The  ordinances  of  Lincoln  City  were 
adopted  for  use  here.  On  June  8  a  $1  dog  tax  was 
authorized,  and  a  town  tax  of  ten  mills  ordered. 
This  tax  was  reduced  to  five  mills  on  July  15. 

The  meeting  of  July  28,  1874,  is  noticeable  for 
the  organization  of  Hastings  as  a  city  of  the  second 
class.  On  August  8  the  election  of  officers  took 
place,  and  the  vote  canvassed  on  the  10th.  A  pro- 
test from  W.  L.  Smith,  of  the  First  ward,  on  the 
grounds  of  illegality  was  received.  The  poll  book 
of  the  Third  ward  was  objected  to  b}-  A.  D.  Buck- 


worth,  owing  to  some  informality,  and  the  returns 
ignored;  while  the  returns  of  the  Second  ward  were 
reported  in-egular.  On  August  11  the  last  named 
returns  proved  correct,  were  canvassed,  and  the 
following  named  officers  elected:  H.  A.  Forcht, 
mayor;  G.  D.  Pierce,  clerk;  J.  G.  B.  Smith, 
treasurer;  L.  C.  Gould,  police  justice;  Alfi-ed  Berg, 
marshal;  J.  G.  B.  Smith  and  John  E.  Wood,  coun- 
cilmen.  For  some  reason,  unexplained  on  the  record 
Ijook,  the  whole  batch  of  officials  resigned.  Buck- 
worth's  motion  to  hold  anew  election  on  the  27th 
was  lost,  and  on  the  17th  Trustee  Cox  moved  that 
the  clerk  notify  the  officers-elect  to  qualify.  On 
September  7  the  offices  were  declared  vacant,  and 
on  September  22,  the  election  under  the  order  rais- 
ing Hastings  to  a  city  of  the  second  class  was  held. 
John  E.  Wood  was  chosen  maynr;  O.  D.  Pierce, 
clerk;  A.  L.Wigton,  police  jud-f;  A  I'x'iv,  marshal; 
Samuel  Alexander,  treasurer;  Tlidinas  E.  Farrell,' 
engineer;  A.  W.  Cox  and  J.  L.  Parrott,  councilmen 
for  First  ward;  J.  G.  B.  Smith  and  H.  A.  Forcht, 
for  Second,  and  J.  E.  Smith  and  Thomas  E.  Farrell 
for  Third  ward.  The  new  council  attempted  to 
modernize  the  primitive  water  system  of  the  village, 
and  had  galvanized  tubing  inserted  in  the  old  well. 
Thomas  E.  Farrell  was  appointed  a  committee  to 
secure  from  the  Town  Company,  for  tlic  city,  a  deed 
to  the  lot  on  which  the  city  will  \\as  liMiitci],  wliile 
J.  Smith  and  A.  W.  Cox  were  appciiiited  •■  t.i  see 
that  the  city  is  in  good  shape  to  receive  a  wind-mill.  " 
0.  Oliver  was  declared  representative  of  the  First 
ward  on  October  26  in  the  case  of  Pamitt  cv.  Oliver, 
by  reason  of  the  former's  absenee  ami  failure  to 
qualify.  T.  J.  Pardee  was  elected  in  the  Second 
ward  in  January,  1875. 

On  Januarj'  18,  1875,  the  modest  couneilmen 
moved  to  circulate  a  petition  to  be  pre^sentell  to  the 
Legislature  for  the  annexation  to  Adams  Connty  of 
all  that  portion  of  Hall  County  south  of  the  I'latte 
River.  A.  W.  Cox  was  appointed,  W.  L.  Smith 
was  also  appointed,  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  petition 
for  the  removal  of  the  county  seat.  A  city  prison 
was  authorized  to  be  built  at  tliis  time,  and  a  petition 
by  A.  D.  Buckworth  and  eight  others  asking  that  a 
committee  of  the  council  proceed  to  Lincoln  to  urge 
before  the  Legislature  the  illegality  of  the  organiza- 


HISTORY   OF   NEBEASKA. 


tiou  of  Adams  County,  and  $300  was  at  once  ap- 
propriated to  meet  the  expenses  of  such  committee. 
Mr.  Buckworth  was  empowered  to  select  this  com- 
mittee. In  March  $500  was  appropriated  to  be  ex- 
pended in  canvassing  the  county  in  re  re-location  of 
seat  of  justice,  and  on  April  12  a  number  of  bills 
were  paid  on  this  acrcount. 

Tlie  elections  of  April,  1875,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  Charles  H.  Paul,  for  mayor;  G.  D.  Pierce, 
clerk;  S.  Alexander,  treasurer;  John  E.  Wood, 
police  judge;  C.  E.  Forgy,  marshal;  A.  Berg, 
engineer;  George  T.  Work,  J.  L.  PaiTott,  Robert 
Moriedge,  Fred  Forcht,  J.  M.  Smith  and  Thomas  E. 
Farrell,  councilmen.  Mr.  Paul  would  not  qualify, 
and  M.  K.  Lewis  was  elected  mayor.  The  ordi- 
nance adopting  a  grade  for  First  and  Second  Streets 
and  Hastings  and  Denver  Avenues  was  adopted  in 
May,  and  in  August  the  councilmen  adopted  their 
scale  of  pay  at  150  cents  for  each  meeting.  The 
city  immigration  committee  was  working  earnestly 
at  this  time  in  connection  with  the  council,  and 
meetings  were  held  at  short  intervals. 

lu  September,  1875,  a  committee  was  appointed 
to  superintend  the  burning  of  grass  within  the  city 
limits,  and  G.  T.  Work  was  instructed  to  plat  the 
cemetery  gi-ounds,  and  an  election  of  councilman 
vice  PaiTott  was  ordered.  On  January  3,  1876,  the 
question  of  issuing  city  bonds  for  $2,750  to  fund 
indebtedness,  was  ordered  to  be  submitted  to  a  vote 
and  can-ied,  in  April,  by  91  for,  4  contra.  A.  D. 
Yocum  was  chosen  mayor;  John  E.  Wood,  clerk; 
S.  Alexander,  ti-easurer;  J.  H.  Darnell,  police 
judge;  William  Hubbell,  marshal;  S.  D.  Stoddard, 
engineer;  J.  C.ounti-yman,  Fred  Forcht  and  J.  Stab- 
ler, councilmen.  This  council  introduced  a  new  era 
in  valuation  of  real  estate,  and  examined  every  lot 
and  tract  within  the  city  jurisdiction,  and  levied  five 
mills  for  general  and  five  mills  for  improvement 
fund.  On  August  14,  1876,  appears  the  account  of 
M.  V.  Mondy  ($162.50)  and  A.  H.  Connor,  for  legal 
services  in  securing  an  injunction  against  the  erec- 
tion of  a  court  house.  In  November  the  proposition 
of  W.  W.  Holmes  to  pay  eighty-three  cents  for  city 
tionds  was  accepted.  In  April,  1877,  J.  S.  Mcln- 
tyre  was  chosen  mayor;  G.  D.  Pierce,  clerk;  Isaac 
Le  Doivt,  J.  Stabler,  T.  D.  Scofield,  F.  J.  Benedict, 


F.  Forcht  and  J.  Countrymen  were  councilmen. 
Paine  &  Co.  had  partially  completed  their  contract 
on  old  water  works.  In  April,  1878,  R.  A.  Batty 
was  chosen  mayor  by  228  votes  against  17  cast  for 
J.  S.  Mclntyre.  Messrs.  Pierce,  Alexander  and 
Work  (judge)  were  re-elected  to  their  positions;  W. 
W.  Brown,  marshal;  T.  E.  Farrell,  engineer;  J.  G. 
B.  Smith,  J.  Wemple,  W.  W.  Dungan,  Samuel  Sad- 
ler, and  A.  D.  Yocum,  councilmen.  This  council 
adopted  a  resolution  to  submit  to  the  voters  of  the 
city  in  November,  1878,  the  proposition  to  issue 
bonds  for  $6,000,  to  be  expended  in  procuring  fire 
apparatus  and  other  protection  against  fire. 

The  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  J.  G.  B. 
Smith  was  filled  by  the  election  of  William  Breed, 
in  January.  The  vote  on  the  bond  proposition  was 
49  in  the  First,  54  in  the  Second  and  86  in  the  Third 
ward  for,  and  30,  41  and  45,  in  the  respective 
wards,  conti-a,  or  a  majority  of  73.  In  April.  1879.  ^ 
Fred  Forcht  was  elected  maj-or;  J.  H.  Fleming, 
citj'  clerk;  J.  A.  Vanatta,  police  judge;  E.  Steinau, 
treasurer;  W.  W.  Brown,  marshal,  and  T.  E.  Far- 
rell, engineer.  The  councilmen  elected  were  D.  M. 
McElHinney,  William  Breed,  C.  H.  Paul  and  A.  H. 
Sowers.  The  records  of  the  council  for  the  balance 
of  this  year  were  destroyed  in  the  fire.  The  second 
record  book' was  opened  in  1881.  On  April  12. 
1881,  D.  M.  McElHinney  qualified  as  maj-or;  I.  W. 
Cramer,  C.  L.  Stone  and  W.  A.  Camp,  as  council- 
men;  James  B.  Heartwell,  as  treasurer,  and  J.  H. 
Fleming,  as  clerk.  The  councilmen  holding  over 
were  C.  K.  Lawson,  William  Breed  and  0.  Oliver. 
The  overseer  of  streets  was  W.  W.  Brown,  and 
police  judge,  J.  A.  Vanatta.  In  June  a  tax  levy  of 
ten  mills  per  dollar  of  valuation  was  ordered  to  meet 
estimated  expenditures  of  $3,462.09.  An  eight  mill 
school  tax  to  meet  $2,769.67,  and  a  four  mill  sink- 
ing fund  tax  to  meet  $1,384.84,  were  also  levied. 
On  July  16,  1881,  the  council  tendered  thanks  to 


'The  taxes  collected  and  warrants  paid  in  1875  amounted 
to  $954.52;  in  1876,  to  81,010.30,  and  in  1877,  to  $1,575.88.  During 
these  years  the  levies  and  warrants  issued  amounted,  respect- 
ively, to  $1,081.04,  $1,600.02,  and  $2,928.31;  and  in  1878  to  $3,357.92, 
or  a  total  of  $8,968.09;  but  there  was  paid  out  from  proceeds  of 
sale  of  bonds  $2,200,  thus  leaving  the  balance,  $3,227.39,  to  repre- 
sent the  city's  debt  in  February,  1879,  plus  the  $2,200  outstand- 
ing in  certificates  of  indebtedness  or  bonds,  showing  a  total 
debt  of  $5,427.39. 
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the  managers  and  employes  of  the  circus  company, 
in  consideration  of  their  services  during  the  fire  of 
that  day,  and  further  ordered  the  forty  dollar  license 
paid  in  to  be  refunded.  A  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
firemen  was  also  carried.  J.  M.  Abbott  was  ap- 
pointed city  attorney,  and  iu  January,  1882,  John 
P.  Ballinger  was  appointed  police  judge,  vice  Van- 
atta,  resigned. 

In  April,  1882,  W.  H.  Lanning  received  319 
votes  and  Patrick  Nowlan  150  votes,  for  mayor; 
E.  J.  Evans  was  elected  clerk;  J.  S.  Allison,  treas- 
urer; J.  F.  Ballinger,  judge;  Thomas  E.  Farrell, 
engineer;  D.  C.  Brown,  L.  H.  Tower  and  F.  J. 
Benedict,  councilmen.  W.  R.  McCully,  E.  Hayz- 
lett  and  A.  H.  Cramer  were  elected  members  of  the 
first  board  of  education.  In  March,  1883,  J.  C. 
Williams  was  appointed  marshal,  vice  S.  L.  Martin. 
The  annual  election  held  in  April,  resulted  in  the 
return  of  Mayor  Lanning,  Clerk  Evans,  Treasurer 
Allison,  J.  F.  Ballinger,  Thomas  E.  Farrell;  while 
I.  W.  Cramer,  C.  L.  Stone  and  J.  E.  Gant  were 
chosen  councilmen,  and  the  council  organized  with 
C.  L.  Stone,  president.  The  board  of  education 
chosen  compi-ised  J.  Wooster,  H.  Shedd  and  A.  H. 
Sowers.  In  August  twenty  street  lamps  were  intro- 
duced; exclusive  permission  given  to  the  Telephone 
Exchange  "  to  erect  and  maintain  a  system  of  tele- 
phonic communication,"  and  matters  relating  to  the 
fire  department  considered. 

The  elections  of  April,  1884,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  J.  E.  Gant,  mayor;  G.  J.  Evans,  treas- 
urer; E.  A.  Boelich,  clerk;  T.  E.  Farrell,  engineer; 
J.  Wooster,  E.  C.  Webster,  C.  K.  Lawson,  council- 
men  from  First,  Second  and  Third  wards,  and  Wil- 
liam Breed,  to  fill  vacancy  in  Third  ward.  W.  H, 
Stock  was  elected  marshal  and  Joe  Landcraft  sexton 
of  the  city  cemetery.  In  June  a  tax  levj^  for  gen- 
eral purposes  of  ten  mills  on  the  assessed  value, 
$570,423,  was  ordered,  also  two  mills  for  sinking 
fund,  three  mills  for  special  water  tax,  ten  mills  for 
use  of  city  schools,  and  one  mill  for  interest  on 
school  bonds.  On  July  28  certain  exclusive  rights 
were  granted  to  the  Hastings  Electric  Light  Com- 
pany to  erect  its  plant,  and  a  contract  made  with  the 
company  to  supply  ten  lights  to  the  city  at  a  cost  of 
$10  each  per  month. 


In  April,  1885,  Henry  Shedd  was  elected  mayor, 
Thomas  E.  Fan-ell,  engineer;  E.  A.  Boelich,  clerk; 
G.  J.  Evans,  treasurer;  J.  F.  Ballinger,  police 
judge;  William  Vastine,  Charles  Cameron  and  0. 
Oliver,  councilmen.  The  ordinance  giving  privileges 
to  C.  R.  Miller  and  others,  to  lay  gas-pipes,  etc., 
was  approved  June  22,  1885.  The  usual  limitations 
are  found  in  this  document.  The  petition  of  the 
Alexanders  in  re.  the  construction  of  street  railroads 
was  considered,  and  the  question  of  new  water- works 
claimed  a  good  deal  of  attention.  In  December 
Hastings  was  declared  a  city  of  the  second  class. 
The  city  elections  of  1886  were  held  April  6. 
There  were  469  votes  cast  for  Samuel  J.  Alexander; 
197  forT.  E.  Farrell  and  466  for  A.  D.  Yccum;  a 
total  of  1,132  votes.  E.  Fist  was  elected  treasurer; 
J.  D.  Nunes,  clerk;  N.  B.  Vineyard,  police  judge; 
Ezra  Langevin  and  W.  H.  Stock,  councilmen.  First 
ward;  C.  C.  Rittenhouse,  Second  ward,  0.  Oliver 
and  T.  E.  Farrell,  Third  ward;  Ed.  L.  Lewis  and  R. 
Covert,  Fourth  ward;  D.  M.  Leland  and  Prof.  An- 
drews, members  of  school  board.  The  resolution  of 
March  8,  to  submit  the  question  of  issuing  bonds 
for  the  construction  of  water  works,  was  carried  out 
April  15,  when  the  proposition  was  carried  hy  a  vote 
of  465  to  164.  Advertisement  was  at  once  made, 
and  on  May  18  the  proposition  of  A.  L.  Strang  & 
Co.,  of  Omaha,, to  complete  the  works  for  $75,775, 
was  accepted;  while  the  bid  of  Lindley  &  Leighton, 
of  Lincoln,  for  the  $85, 000  bonds  was  accepted.  J. 
A.  Hall  was  appointed  chief  of  police;  on  May  12, 
1886,  the  ordinance  declaring  Hastings  a  city  of  the 
second  class  was  carried.  On  June  28,  C.  H.  Paul 
was  appointed  water  commissioner  and  J.  N.  Smith, 
city  engineer.  In  October,  1886,  the  Palmer  dona- 
tion of  If  acres  to  the  city  for  park  purposes  was 
considered. 

On  February  14,  1887,  the  proposition  of  the 
Hastings  Improvement  Company  was  carried  liy  a 
vote  of  65  to  207,  and  so  dcdarcl  l,y  the  mayor. 
The  ordinance  to  extend  the  city  limits  was  approved 
March  14.  On  April  11,  the  vote  of  the  city  was 
canvassed.  For  police  judge  W.  R.  Burton  received 
1,073  votes;  for  councilmen,  W.  H.  Stock,  Charles 
Cameron,  Thomas  E.  Farrell  and  J.  E.  Gant  received 
the  majority  vote  in  their  respective  wards;  while  A. 


H.  Cramer  and  E.  Hayzlett  were  chosen  members  of 
the  school  board;  C.  H.  Paul  resigned  the  office  of 
water  commissioner  and  T.  C.  Martin  was  appointed 
to  fill  vacancy.  The  records  of  summer  meetings 
of  this  year  are  devoted  mainly  to  ordinances 
relating  to  grants  in  aid  of  railroad  construction, 
vacation  of  streets  and  alleys,  and  right  of  way  to 
City  Railroad  Company.  In  August,  a  deed  to  Lots 
240,  249,  239  and  250  (in  the  old  cemeterj')  to  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post,  hitherto  appointed  to  settle  with 
Strang  &  Co. ,  for  extras  on  water  works,  reported 
an  allowance  for  extras  of  $9,632.57.  On  Decem- 
ber 1 3,  the  proposition  to  issue  funding  bonds  for 
$10,000  was  carried.  The  April  elections  of  1888 
show  785  votes  for  A.  D.  Yocum,  and  724  for  S.  J. 
Alexander,  candidates  for  mayor;  787  votes  for 
H.  C.  Haverly  and  725  for  W.  W.  Miles,  candidates 
for  the  office  of  city  clerk;  971  for  J.  D.  Mines  and 
524  for  Emanuel  Fist,  for  treasurer.  The  council- 
men  chosen  were  Ezra  Langevin,  C.  L.  Stone,  C.  C. 
Rittenhouse  and  J.  J.  Lyons.  There  were  604  votes 
for  and  25  against  the  issue  of  water  works  bonds. 
E.  P.  Nellis  received  1,411  votes,  J.  W.  Wooster, 
748  and  Mr,  Firmin,  684  for  members  of  board  of 
education,  and  the  two  first  named  were  declared 
elected.  George  Crane  was  appointed  marshal,  with 
Lafayette  Mitchell,  Charles  H.  Wanzer  and  Nicholas 
Shelling,  service  police;  William  McGrath,  weigh- 
master;  Joseph  Williams,  chief  of  fire  department; 
H.  H.  Stine,  J.  R.  Jarvis,  W.  H.  Thomas  and  C.  B. 
Cox,  service  foremen.  T.  M.  Clark  was  appointed 
temporary  engineer  of  waterworks  and  on  June  11, 
was  employed  as  engineer  at  $125  per  month,  from 
which  sum  the  fireman  was  to  be  paid.  The  tax 
levy  for  all  city  purposes,  including  general,  sinking 
and  interest  funds,  was  thirty-two  mills.  On  June 
21,  there  were  335  votes  cast  for  the  issue  of  water 
bonds  and  21  against  such  issue.  On  September  3, 
the  resolution  in  the  matter  of  Street  Commissioner 
William  Breed  was  ignored  by  the  mayor;  but  the 
commissioner's  resignation  smoothed  the  disagree 
ment  between  the  executive  and  council.  The  elec 
tion  of  April,  1879,  proved  a  spirited  contest  be- 
tween political  parties  for  the  office  of  police  judg 
N.  B.  Vineyard  received  466  votes;  George  Lyni 
386,    and   R.    Corey,    169.      For   members    of  the 


school  board  a  strictly-  party  vote  was  cast — C.  K. 
Lawson  (693)  and  J.  M.  Ferguson  (690)  defeating 
Mrs.  P.  Nowlan  (307)  and  Mrs.  N.  Perham  (304). 
For  the  council,  J.  A.  Rose  received  215  votes,  and 
H.  Lepin,  140  for  First  ward;  W.  M.  Vastine,  110, 
and  D.  W.  Palmer,  29  in  Second  ward;  T.  J.  Creeth, 
166;  J.  Baily,  7,  and  R.  Brown,  2  in  Third  ward;  G. 
A.  Kent,  162,  and  R.  Brown,  70  in  the  Fourth  ward, 
Councilmen  Langevin,  Rittenhouse,  Stone  and  Lyons 
holding  over.  George  Crane  was  appointed  chief  of 
police;  August  Rice,  water  commissioner;  J.  C.  Wil- 
liams, chief  of  fire  department;  William  McGrath, 
weigh-master;  Ed.  Burton,  street  commissioner;  J. 
W.  Houseman,  city  tapper;  C.  H.  Wanzer,  Nicholas 
Schilling,  J.  M.  Tcnnant  and  A.  Britchfield ,  mem- 
bers of  police  force;  John  Hoagland,  D.  L.  Haker, 
Ed.  Hamilton  and  A.  ^I.  Smith,  service  foremen. 

In  May,  1889,  a  proposition  to  construct  sewers 
throughout  the  city  was  received  from  Andrew  Rose- 
water,  of  Omaha,  and  what  is  known  as  the  "  sewer 
bond  ordinance"  was  passed  June  10,  and  July  16 
fixed  for  holding  an  election  on  the  question  of  issu- 
ing $75,000  bonds  and  levying  a  direct  tax  to  meet 
interest  and  principal.  There  were  959  votes  cast — 
465  for  and  494  against  the  proposition.  On  June 
12  a  tax  levy  of  thirty-one  mills  was  authorized  to 
meet  city  estimates  of  1889.  This  was  made  up  as 
follows:  8  mills,  general  fund;  6^  interest;  6  sink- 
ing; 4^  fire  department;  2^  police;  ^  park  and  3 
water  fund,  on  a  total  assessment  of  $1,667,900, 
yielding  from  the  8  mills  tax  alone  $13,343.20, 
Warrants  have  been  drawn  to  about  the  legal  limits, 
which  is  a  little  over  $11,000.  About  $2,500  of 
this  amount  was  used  in  the  sewerage  survey,  pur- 
chasing lot  for  new  citj^  hall  and  engine  house, 
sewer  pipe,  grading,  etc.  The  balance  has  been 
paid  for  salaries  and  incidentals. 

The  sewer  bond  ordinance  was  submitted  on  date 
given  above.  Notwithstanding  the  importance  of 
the  matter  but  little  interest  was  taken  in  the  elec- 
tion, and  as  stated  only  959  votes  were  given,  465 
for  and  494  against,  where  at  least  1,600  votes 
should  have  been  cast. 

Mayor  Yocum  appointed  C.  H.  Wanzer  chief  of 
police,  vice  George  Crane,  resigned,  in  January, 
1890.      Mr.  Wanzer  is  one  of  the  oldest  policemen 
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on  the  force.  X.  Sehilliug  took  his  place  as  day 
policeman,  and  Joseph  Yocum  was  appointed  by  the 
mayor  as  one  of  the  night  policemen.  On  the  ap- 
pointment of  Capt.  Yocum  to  a  Federal  office  C.  C. 
Rittenhouse  was  chosen  to  fill  the  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  mayor. 

The  board  of  trade  was  organized  March  S,  1SS7, 
with  153  members.  The  call  for  the  meeting  was 
signed  by  Maj'or  Alexander.  A.  D.  Yocum  was 
chosen  temporary  president,  and  J.  D.  Crosthwait, 
secretary.  Messrs.  Cessna,  A.  L.  Clarke,  C.  H. 
Deitrich,  Emanuel  Fist  and  Samuel  Alexander  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  draft  a  constitution,  and 
on  motion  of  F.  D.  Taggart  this  committee  was  em- 
powered to  nominate  permanent  officers.  On  March 
10  C.  H.  Deitrich  was  chosen  president;  A.  L. 
Clarke,  vice-president;  A.  D.  Yocum,  secretary;  D. 
M.  McElHinney,  treasurer,  and  J.  A.  Casto,  attor- 
ney. Messrs.  Clarke,  Deitrich,  Bostwick,  Alexan- 
der, Elsemore,  Hahn,  Wemple,  Palmer  and  Fist  were 
previously  named  as  members  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee. A  railroad  committee,  standing  committee, 
committee  on  commerce  and  manufacturing  and 
committee  on  advertising  were  also  appointed.  In 
September  a  committee  was  appointed  to  meet  the 
directors  of  the  Chicago  &  Sante  Fe  Railroad  Com- 
pany at  Topeka,  Kan.  In  March,  1888,  M.  L. 
Elsemore,  G-.  J.  Evans  and  J.  B.  Heartwell  were 
elected  members  of  the  executive  committee.  M. 
L.  Elsemore  was  elected  vice-president  and  W.  E. 
Barnes,  treasurer — the  president  and  secretary  being 
re-elected.  In  May,  1889,  J.  F.  Ballinger  was 
elected  secretary;  M.  L.  Elsemore,  president;  F.  J. 
Benedict,  vice-president,  and  J.  D.  Rilej',  treasurer. 
J.  N.  Lyman  was  chosen  member  of  executive  com- 
mittee, rice  Heartwell,  and  Messrs.  Hahn,  Barnes, 
Benedict,  A.  H.  Cramer  and  W.  A.  Dilworth  new 
members  of  that  committee. 

The  charter  members  of  this  organization  com- 
prised the  officers  whose  names  are  given  above, 
with  Ezra  Langevin,  George  J.  Volland,  H.  C. 
Whitlock,  J.  C.  Rosenfield,  M.  Stern  and  others — 
among  whom  ma}-  be  included  all  the  members  of  the 
Union  Club,  named  in  other  pages.  In  later  years 
Snow  &  O'Shaughnessy,  E.  E.  Merritt  and  a  number 
of  new  citizens  became  members  of  this  board. 


The  Business  Men's  Association  was  organized 
December  9,  1879,  with  A.  D.   Yocum,  president; 

D.  H.  Ballard,  vice-president;  A.  B.  Ideson,  secre- 
tary; C.  K.  Lawson,  treasurer;  Gr.  F.  Work,  J.  M. 
Abbott,  A.  L.  "Wigton,  A.  B.  Ideson,  S.  Alexander 
and  W.  A.  Camp,  executive  committee.  Tbe  object 
was  to  promote  all  enterprises  which  promised  bene- 
fits to  the  city. 

The  Nebraska  Business  Men's  Association  was 
organized  May  29,  1889,  with  H.  A.  Fyler,  presi- 
dent; E.  L.  Scott,  vice-president;  F.  C.  Ashall,  sec- 
retary; P.  H.  Kipp,  treasurer,  and  those  officers 
with  R.  A.  Barr,  A.  S.  Yetter,  M.  J.  Lumbard,  W. 

E.  Barnes,  J.  C.  Ideson,  F.  J.  Benedict  and  M.  L. 
Elsemore,  members  of  committees.  Each  of  the 
associations  have  played  an  important  part  in  the 
progress  of  Hastings,  and  in  the  development  of  the 
county's  resources. 

Samuel  Alexander  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Hastings,  September  19,  1872,  and  held  the  office 
until  March  31,  1882.  He  was  a  native  of  Butler 
County,  Pa.,  where  he  was  born  in  1842.  He 
served  throughout  the  Civil  War;  in  1S(]9  moved  to 
Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  on  April  --.  1S72,  located  a 
quarter  section,  on  soldier's  warrant,  near  Hastings, 
where,  in  July,  1872,  he  established  his  business 
house.  The  money  orders  issued  together  with  fees 
amounted  to  $38,968.72,  and  money  orders  paid,  to 
$30,445.05.  In  1878  there  were  1,000  letters 
registered,  and  800  registered  letters  delivered; 
4,360  i-egistered  letters  in  transit,  and  stamps, 
envelopes  and  cards  sold  to  the  value  of  $5,072.44. 
In  May,  1880,  a  direct  mail  route  between  Hastings 
and  Grand  Island  was  established  via  St.  Joseph  & 
Denver  Railroad.  On  June  1  the  railroad  mail  ser- 
vice on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  was  in- 
augurated. In  October,  1883,  Hastings  was  one  of 
the  four  second  class  offices  in  the  State,  the  salary 
of  which  was  placed  at  $2,100,  being  next  to  Fre- 
mont in  this  class,  and  consequently  holding  fourth 
place  in  point  of  postal  business  in  the  State. 
G.  J.  Evans  was  appointed  master  in  1885.  The 
bill  which  placed  Hastings,  Beatrice  and  Fremont 
within  the  circle  of  the  free  delivery  system  passed 
the  House  December  14,  1886.  On  September  1, 
1887,  four  letter  carriers  began  their  rounds  here 
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uuder  the  direction  of  Postmaster  Evans.  In 
January  railroad  mail  sei-vice  on  tlie  F.  E.  &  M.  V. 
line  began.  In  November,  1889,  J.  B.  Heartwell 
was  commissioned  postmaster. 

Tlie  First  National  Bank  dates  its  beginning 
back  to  1877,  when  A.  L.  Clarke  &  Co.  opened 
their  private  banking  house.  On  July  1,  1881, 
business  was  started  under  United  States  charter  as 
a  National  Bank,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000. 

The  Exchange  National  Bank  may  be  said  to 
have  been  established  October  14,  1877,  when  Ray- 
mond Brothers  &  Yeazel  opened  the  old  Exchange 
Bank.  On  January  8,  1884,  the  company  re-or- 
ganized under  the  National  banking  law,  with  I.  M. 
Raymond,  president;  W.  H.  Lanning,  vice-presi- 
dent; A.  Yeazel,  cashier,  and  J.  R.  McLaughlin, 
assistant  cashier.  The  paid-up  capital  at  date  of 
re-organization  was  $100,000. 

L.  H.  Tower  &  Co.  (L.  H.  Tower,  A.  A.  Sweet 
and  R.  E.  Dent,  Jr.)  established  their  real  estate 
and  loan  office  in  1879,  and  were  the  first  to  advance 
loans  on  real  estate  in  Adams  County  at  the  rate  of 
8  per  cent. 

The  Nebraska  Loan  &  Trust  Company  credits 
its  beginnings  to  J.  B.  Heartwell  and  E.  C.  Web- 
ster, who  established  a  money-loaning  house  here 
January  1,  1881.  A  reorganization  was  effected 
May  1,  1882,  when  the  present  name  was  adopted, 
and  the  capital  placed  at  $100,000.  A  year  later 
the  stock  was  increased  to  $250,000;  but  on  August 
1,  1885,  an  increase  to  $500,000  paid-up  stock  was 
reported  and  confirmed.  In  1884  the  company's 
building  on  the  northwest  corner  of  Second  Street 
and  Lincoln  Avenue  was  erected. 

The  City  National  Bank  was  chartered  in  Octo- 
ber, 1883.  This  house  was  established  in  August, 
1881,  under  the  title,  City  Bank,  with  L.  H.  Tower, 
E.  S.  Fowler,  John  M.  Ferguson,  E.  C.  Allen  and 
Chester  Hard,  stockholders;  but  in  September,  1885, 
a  controlling  interest  was  purchased  by  H.  Bostwick 
and  W.  Gr.  Clark,  who  have  served  as  president  and 
cashier  respectively,  with  C.  J.  Dilworth,  vice- 
president,  and  J.  M.  Ferguson,  assistant  cashier. 
The  officers  named,  with  John  M.  Lyman,  John 
Slaker  and  G.  J.  Evans,  formed  the  first  board  of 
directors  after  reorganization  in  1885.      The  bank  of 


Yuma,  Col. ,  and  the  Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank 
of  Doniphan,  Neb. ,  are  conducted  by  this  company. 

The  Adams  County  Savings  Bank  was  organized 
in  January,  1886,  with  William  Kerr,  president;  J. 
M.  Sewell,  vice-president,  and  H.  Shedd,  cashier. 
J.  M.  Ragan,  D.  McCool,  R.  A.  Batty,  A.  R.  Van 
Sickle,  M.  L.  Alexander,  Jacob  Fisher,  Abram 
Loeb,  Sam  Hirsch  and  L.  Hahn  were  directors. 
The  bank  was  opened  April  6. 

The  Westei-n  Loan  &  Investment  Company  was 
organized  in  June,  1886,  with  H.  Bostwick,  presi- 
dent; A.  H.  Cramer,  vice-president;  J.  R.  Penfield, 
treasurer;  C.  J.  Dilworth,  attornej-,  and  they  with 
G.  J.  Evans,  J.  M.  Ferguson,  W.  G.  Clark,  W.  A. 
Dilworth,  R.  V.  Stockey  and  W.  C.  Penfield,  direc- 
tors. 

Adams  County  Bank  was  established  April  2, 
1886,  under  the  Nebraska  banking  laws.  The  old 
bank  building  was  moved  in  November,  1879,  to  the 
lot  east  of  Hawley's  old  grocery  store.  The  Benev- 
olent Union  of  Hastings  perfected  organization  in 
May,  1885,  with  D.  M.  McElHinney,  president;  C. 
H.  Deitrich,  vice-president;  A.  L.  Wigton,  secre- 
tary; Samuel  Alexander,  treasurer;  J.  A.  Casto, 
attorney;  Dr.  L.  Lodd,  medical  examiner;  Thomas 
E.  Farrell,  A.  H.  Cramer,  Morris  Alexander,  Jacob 
Fisher,  D.  M.  McElHinney  and  C.  H.  Deitrich, 
trustees. 

From  what  has  already  been  stated  much  has 
been  learned  relating  to  the  old-time  business  men 
of  the  city.  A  glance  at  the  statistics  of  early  years 
will  prove  of  profit.  During  the  season  ending  No- 
vember 11,  1875,  214,200  bushels  of  grain  were 
shipped  from  Hastings.  During  the  same  jear  the 
following  implements  were  sold:  78  harvesters, 
100  combined  machines,  65  mowers,  84  drills  and 
seeders,  540  plows,  143  harrows,  10  corn  planters, 
26  threshing  machines,  71  cultivators,  75  sulky 
rakes,  40  revolving  rakes  and  148  wagons. 

The  lumber  trade  of  Hastings  in  1878  was 
represented  by  the  Badger,  Central  and  Chicago 
Lumber  Companies.  No  less  than  1,025  cars  of 
lumber  were  imported,  sliowing  a  business  of  over 
$300,000  in  this  branch  alone.  This  body  of  lum- 
ber was  in  time  distributed  throughout  the  fifteen 
counties  tributary  to  the  town. 
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On  July  6,  1885,  the  movement  to  close  business 
houses  at  Hastings  at  8:00  P.  M.  was  adopted,  and 
the  telling  system  of  ringing  a  bell  at  each  door  and 
calling  out  the  welcome  hour  was  introduced.  To- 
ward the  close  of  the  year  this  primitive  system  was 
dropped  and  a  new  era  in  business  forms  introduced. 

The  wholesale  houses  of  Hastings  have  their 
origin  in  the  hardware  house  established  by  Burger 
Brothers,  Alexander  &  Co.,  early  in  1887.  The 
Burgers  established  their  retail  hardware  store  about 
six  years  before.  In  October,  1887,  they  moved 
into  the  Enterprise  Building,  soon  enjoying  a  trade 
of  about  $500,000  per  annum.  In  1888  the  firm 
was  incorporated,  the  capital  stock  being  placed  at 
1200,000. 

Moriarty,  Trimble  &  Co. 's  wholesale  grocery 
house  was  established  in  the  summer  of  1887.  In 
June  of  that  year  the  stock  arrived;  but  two  weeks 
before  the  daj'  set  for  occupation  of  the  building,  a 
wind  storm  demolished  it.  This  building  was  pro- 
jected by  the  Hastings  Building  Association  specially 
for  this  firm ,  and  its  destruction  was  a  great  disap- 
pointment. The  stock  was  placed  in  Germania  Hall, 
pending  the  completion  of  a  new  building.  The 
Hastings  Association  went  at  once  to  work  rebuilding, 
and  late  in  November  the  building  was  ready  for  the 
firm.  The  business  of  this  house  is  estimated  at 
nearly  $100,000  annually. 

The  wholesale  gi'ocery  of  Ezra  Langevin  &  Co. 
(E.  Langevin,  W.  B.  Cushing  and  E.  L.  Gauvi-eau) 
was  established  in  December,  1889.  Their  stock 
fills  three  floors  of  their  newly  erected  brick  block 
at  the  corner  of  Denver  Avenue  and  Front  Street. 

A.  J.  Neimeyer  &  Co. ,  wholesale  dealers  in  yel- 
low pine  lumber,  own  their  own  mills  at  Texarkana, 
Ark. ,  and  Hastings  is  their  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness. Their  trade  extends  all  over  the  West,  and 
during  1887  reached  the  sum  of  $300,000. 

The  Gazette-Journal  Company  has  done  an  exten- 
sive business  in  wholesaling  paper,  office  stationery 
and  printers'  supplies.  The  company's  trade  ex- 
tends as  far  west  as  Washington,  Arizona,  Utah, 
Idaho,  Wyoming,  Colorado  and  New  Mexico,  while 
a  large  business  is  done  in  Kansas,  Nebraska  and 
Colorado.  This  trade  amounted  to  nearly  $70, 
000  in  1887,  and  is  constantly  on  the  increase. 


Hastings  has  two  wholesale  commission  houses 
which  did  a  large  business  during  1887.  Mr.  J. 
Rosenfield  has  had  a  patronage  of  $50,000,  while 
Jacobson  &  Co. ,  who  were  engaged  in  business  only 
during  half  of  the  year,  enjoyed  a  trade  which 
amounted  to  $30,000.  Still  another  commission 
house  was  opened  near  the  close  of  1887  by  Apgar 
&  Brown,  but  as  their  business  operations  covered 
only  a  period  of  a  few  weeks  no  figures  were 
reported. 

G.  Bratt  &  Co.,  wholesale  furniture  dealers, 
established  a  retail  store  some  years  ago;  but  not 
until  the  close  of  1887  did  they  embark  in  their 
wholesale  trade.  The  Shedd  &  Jones  building, 
erected  in  1887,  is  occupied  by  this  firm.  The  an- 
nual business  is  estimated  at  from  $50,000  to 
$75,000. 

The  wholesale  liquor  and  cigar  house  of  Carney 
&  Crowley  is  the  pioneer  house  of  this  character  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  Their  trade  area  is  exten- 
sive. M.  Stern's  wholesale  liquor  house  is  also 
credited  with  a  large  trade. 

The  following  tabulated  statement,  prepared  in 

1888  by  the  editor  of  the  Gazette- Journal,  shows  the 
figures  of  Hastings'  wholesale  ti-ade  as  they  appear  in 
the  aggregate.  They  are  worthy  of  especial  note 
because  they  present  the  first  tabulated  statement  of 
the  wholesale  trade  of  this  city  ever  made. 

Hardware 5f  400,000 

Groceries 350,000 

Lumber 300,000 

Furniture 60,000 

Liquor  and  cigars 335,000 

Commission 80,000 

Paper  and  stationery 70,000 

Total 81,385,000 

The  retail  business  of  Hastings  is  well  repre- 
sented.    The  professional  and  business  du-ectory  of 

1889  shows  620  offices,  stores,  workshops  and  fac- 
tories; while  all  the  names  given  in  that  work  do  not 
exceed  3,325. 

Sixty  traveling  men  make  their  homes  in  this 
city.  Many  of  them  are  men  of  families  and  own 
or  rent  nice,  comfortable  homes.  They  are  a  part 
of  Hastings  and  as  such  are  valuable  citizens. 

In  December,  1885,  the  Hastings  Sti-eet  Railway 
Company,   M.    L.    and    C.   L.    Alexander,  incorpo- 
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rators,  presented  their  plans  to  the  people,  and  asked 
that  such  jDlaus  be  submitted  to  the  people,  with  a 
petition  for  a  franchise. 

The  Hastings  Improvement  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  December,  1886,  with  J.  B.  Heartwell, 
James  Laird,  J.  J.  Wemple,  E.  C.  Webster,  C.  P. 
Webster,  H.  Bostwiek,  Charles  P.  Heartwell,  Angus 
McDonald  and  L.  M.  Campbell,  corporators.  The 
object  of  this  association  was  to  construct  and  oper- 
ate a  sti-eet  railroad.  In  1887-88  the  present  exten- 
sive system  of  railroads  (about  fifteen  miles  in 
length)  was  completed,  and  regular  runs  over  the 
whole  system  made.  It  is  said  that  the  Citizens' 
Sti-eet  Car  Company  will  build  a  line  to  the  asylum 
in  1890,  and  that  the  Hastings  Improvement  Com- 
pany will  run  a  line  to  the  convent. 

The  Hastings  Building  Company  was  organized 
in  June,  1884,  with  Thomas  E.  Farrell,  George  W. 
Mowery,  Andreas  Veith,  A.  H.  Cramer,  J.  N.  Lj-- 
man  (vice-president),  C.  H.  Deitrich  (elected  presi- 
dent), Charles  Doyen,  John  T.  Ballinger,  M.  Stern, 
M.  K.  Lewis,  J.  C.  Kay,  J.  T.  Burroughs,  G.  J. 
Evans,  J.  J.  Anderson,  N.  R.  Pratt,  Jay  Cherry, 
A.  J.  Anderson  and  H.  Bostwiek,  incorporators. 
The  company  purchased  eight  lots  on  the  north  side 
of  Second  Street  northeast  of  Denver  Avenue,  re- 
moved the  old  buildings  thereon,  and  commenced 
the  work  of  erecting  a  two-story  building  to  cover 
the  entire  property.  Emanuel  Fist  was  elected 
secretarj'.  This  association  has  added  many  build- 
ings, all  large  ones,  to  the  city  within  the  last  six 
years. 

In  October,  1884,  Manager  Pileher,  of  the  elec- 
tric light  company,  reported  thirty  new  lights  for 
private  use  and  three  additional  citj^  lights.  The 
company  introduced  machinery  at  this  time,  the  city 
mill  engines  having  previously  supplied  the  power. 

The  Hastings  gas  works  were  consti-ucted  in 
1885,  the  main  building  being  32x82  feet,  and  the 
reservoir  48  feet  in  diameter.  By  August  26,  the 
six  inch  pipes  were  laid  on  Second  Street. 

The  Hastings  Prospecting  Companj'  was  organ- 
ized in  1889,  with  J.  N.  Lj-man,  president,  and  A. 
L.  Edwards,  secretary.  On  July  17,  the  bids  (for 
drilling  4,000  fest  into  the  earth)  of  Johnson,  of 
Kan.,    and  Taylor  &  Wood,   of  Hastings, 


were  rejected.  On  the  19th  the  proposition  of  Ta}-- 
lor  &  Wood  was  brought  up  a  second  time  and 
accepted,  the  consideration  being  $15,000  for  4,000 
feet,  to  be  paid  at  the  rate  of  $4, 000  for  first  thou- 
sand feet;  $3,500  for  second,  and  $3,500  for  third 
and  $4,000  for  fourth  thousand  feet  of  drilling. 
Prior  to  Juh',  1889,  the  contract  was  sold  to  a 
Michigan  man,  who  was  compelled  to  relinquish  it. 
A  New  York  man  was  the  next  successful  bidder, 
but  he  also  failed  to  carry  out  his  proposition.  In 
July,  1889,  the  board  of  directors  was  elected  to 
look  after  the  interests  of  the  citizens  and  see  that 
the  work  was  properly  done.  Machinery  was  pur- 
chased by  the  contractors  and  work  began  immedi- 
ateh'  with  the  result  as  shown  in  former  pages  of 
this  work.  The  first  well  was  abandoned,  but  work 
will  be  commenced  on  a  new  hole,  twelve  instead  of 
eight  inches.  With  new  machiuerj-  and  twice  the 
motive  power,  it  is  intended  to  bore  down  until 
4,000  feet  of  strata  are  revealed.  The  record  of  the 
boring  of  the  old  well  is  kept  by  George  Haller. 
The  new  well  was  commenced  the  first  week  in  Jan- 
uary, 1890. 

The  Lewis  foundry-  and  machine  shop  was 
founded  in  1878,  and  completed  in  December,  by 
31.  K.  Lewis  &  Sons  (F.  S.  and  E.  L.  Lewis).  Ma- 
chinery for  drilling  wells,  broom  corn  threshers  and 
foundry  machine  work  is  manufactured  here;  also 
horse-power  machinerj-  for  pumping  water  fi'om  deep 
wells,  casting  for  wind-miUs,  cresting,  sash  weights 
and  brick-kiln  supplies.  The  Lewis  header  works 
form  a  branch  of  this  industry.  The  Moritz  iron 
and  brass  foundry  was  established  in  1887,  for  the 
manufacture  of  iron  columns,  store  fronts,  machine 
castings  and  ornamental  brass  work.  The  brick 
yards  of  Johnson  &  McElHinney  were  established 
early  in  1878,  and  during  the  ensuing  season 
500,000  brick  were  manufactured.  In  1879  there 
were  700,000  brick  manufactured,  and  in  1880, 
1,100,000,  of  which  about  200,000  were  shipped  to 
Grand  Island.  Millett  &  Mulford's  brick  yards  were 
established  early  in  1880,  but  before  the  season  was 
far  advanced  Mulford's  retirement  was  recorded. 
The  attempt  to  introduce  a  special  brick  machine 
was  unsuccessful,  and  caused  such  delays  as  to  post- 
pone work  until  1881,  when  about  200,000  brick 
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were  produced.  Stewart  &  Collins'  brick  j'ards  were 
established  iu  April,  1887,  southeast  of  the  citj-,  and 
burned  700,000  brick  that  season.  In  1888  they 
inti-oduced  the  "New  Quaker  Brick  Machine,"  and 
almost  trebled  the  product  of  1887.  Crans  &  Camp- 
bell introduced  the  manufacture  of  patent  pavement 
in  1887. 

The  Hastings  Steam  Flouring  Mill  Companj-  was 
organized  in  May,  1880,  with  A.  W.  Lewis,  of  Ohio, 
a  subscriber  of  $15,000;  Leopold  Hahn,  of  15,000; 
Charles  Kohl,  of  85,000;  Jacob  Fisher,  $1,500,  and 
Fred  C.  Benedict  SI, 500.  The  board  of  trade  do- 
nated $2,500,  and  citizens  not  members  of  the  board, 
$2,000. 

The  Hastings  Creamery  Association  organized 
in  January,  188-4,  with  S.  C.  DiHey,  president;  N. 
B.  Vinej'ard,  A'ice-president;  S.  E.  Furry,  secretary 
and  manager,  and  D.  B.  Furry,  treasurer.  The 
work  of  erecting  buildings,  south  of  McElHinney's 
brickyard,  was  at  once  entered  upon,  and  the  first 
annual  meeting  held  January-  7.  1SS4.  The  Noveltj- 
CaiTiage  Works  were  established  by  C.  0.  Jamieson 
in  1886.  •  This  factory  made  rapid  strides.  The 
cigar  factories  are  operated  by  Snyder  &  Brewer, 
McTaggart  &  McKeehan,  C.  A.  Dunn  and  Berry  & 
Sons.  The  Hastings  Manufacturing  Company  was 
organized  in  May,  1886,  for  the  purpose  of  manu- 
facturing a  combination  heater  under  the  Campbell 
&  Pryor  patents.  M.  K.  Lewis  is  president  and  L. 
B.  Palmer,  secretary,  while  William  Kerr  is  also  in- 
terested in  this  industrj'.  During  the  year  1887  the 
product  of  the  company's  work  was  valued  at  over 
$20,000.  The  Champion  &  Morledge  packing  house 
was  opened  December  21,  1886. 

The  Hastings  roller  mills  of  Humphrey  &  Ed- 
gerton  were  erected  in  the  summer  of  1889,  and  the 
machinery  supplied  by  E.  P.  Ellis,  of  Milwaukee. 
In  1880  the  sash,  door  and  blind  factory  of  B. 
Button  was  established.  The  old  mill  site  on  Block 
5  of  Moore's  addition  was  sold  to  E.  0.  Alexander 
in  1887,  and  the  machinery  and  buildings  taken  to 
the  corner  of  Hastings  Avenue  and  C  Street.  The 
Hastings  planing-mill  was  opened  in  January,  1887. 
D.  H.  Miller  and  D.  S.  Cole  established  the  Globe 
Poultry  Yards,  near  Hastings,  in  March,  1880,  and 
later  introduced  steam  incubators.      The  Wilkinson 


candj-  factory  is  no  smiill  industry.  During  the 
year  1887  the  establishment  produced  $35,000  worth 
of  sweet  meats.  The  Hastings  sorghum  factory, 
which  collapsed  in  the  big  fire,  was  re-established  by 
L.  F.  Gould  in  September,  1880.  The  Bauersock 
brewery,  with  which  are  connected  two  bottling 
houses,  is  operated  by  Theodore  Bauersock.  The 
plant  is  valued  at  about  $25,000.  William  Breed's 
bottling  house  is  also  a  large  concei-n,  as  is  Forcht 
&  Brandt's.  The  Bonanza  wind  mill, invented  byL. 
W.  Maxau,  of  this  county,  was  manufactured  at 
Hastings,  in  1880,  by  Maxan  Bros.  The  water  is 
elevated  by  windlass  and  bucket  as  in  common- 
bored  wells,  the  power  being  derived  from  an  8-foot 
wind-wheel.  The  Kellar  Medicine  Company  organ- 
ized in  the  fall  ot  1889,  with  Messrs.  Nellis,  presi- 
dent; J.  C.  Parsons,  vice-president;  0.  H.  Gordon, 
secretary;  A.  H.  Farrens,  treasurer  and  manager, 
and  Dr.  Kellar,  chemist.  The  company  propose  to 
establish  an  extensive  laboratorj'  here  and  manufac- 
ture several  medical  specialties.  The  Hastings 
broom  factory  is  one  of  the  latest  additions  to  the 
manufacturing  industries  of  Hastings.  It  was  estal> 
lished  in  1887,  by  Elroy  Pettys.  The  Singer  Man- 
ufacturing Companj'  is  represented — the  popular 
Fred  Rowe,  traveling  superintendent,  being  acting 
agent. 

In  1872  the  Inter  Ocean  Hotel  was  erected  by 
Capt.  Wells  near  the  St.  Joseph  &  Denver  Railroad 
depot.  In  January,  1873,  the  Denver  House  was 
completed  and  opened,  followed  by  the  Burlington 
House.  During  the  year  1874,  the  Town  Company 
built  an  addition  to  the  Denver  House,  and  A.  H. 
Burhans  to  the  Burlington.  The  old  Lepin  Hotel, 
destroyed  in  the  fire  of  September,  1879,  was  the 
leading  house  of  all  Central  Nebraska.  The  present 
house  was  built  immediately  after  the  fire;  but  the 
storm  of  July  4,  1880,  carried  away  part  of  the 
roof,  and  injured  the  furniture.  Even  part  of  the 
furniture  for  this  house  was  burned  in  November, 
1879,  while  stored  at  the  depot.  This  is  un- 
doubtedly one  of  the  most  comfortable  houses  in  the 
State. 

The  New  Commercial,  rebuilt  by  N.  F.  Damron, 
on  First  street  and  Lincoln  Avenue,  was  opened  in 
January,  1880,  by  James  Wailing.     In  December, 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


1889,  Dad  Ronian  succeeded  Mr.  Whitne}-  as  pro- 
prietor of  this  house.  In  April,  1880,  the  old 
Badger  Yard  building  was  fitted  up  for  hotel  pur- 
poses by  H.  M.  Ridle}-.  The  Arlington,  Denver, 
Gibout,  Illinois,  Mechanics'  Home,  Metropolitan, 
New  England,  Queen  Cit}-,  St.  Louis  and  Tremont 
are  all  fair  houses.  It  is  now  proposed  to  erect  a 
200-room  house,  and  the  proposition  will  probably 
soon  take  eflfect. 

The  Bostwick,  in  the  Hastings  Building  Com- 
pany's block,  was  erected  in  1884  under  plans  by 
Architect  Weigle.  The  building  is  80x176  feet,  three 
stories  in  height.  The  three  eastern  rooms  of  the 
building  on  ground  floor  are  used  for  hotel  purposes, 
the  dining  rooms  being  30x55  feet.  The  second 
and  third  floors  of  the  building  are  devoted  entirely 
to  hotel  purposes.  The  great  central  room ,  off  which 
are  several  bed  rooms,  is  26x70  feet.  Twenty-two 
feet  above  the  floor  of  this  parlor  is  the  heavy 
glass  room,  and  twelve  feet  from  the  floor  a 
gallery  sweeps  around,  giving  access  to  the  bed 
rooms  on  the  third  floor.  There  are  seventy  bed 
rooms  in  addition  to  ladies'  parlor,  sample  rooms, 
dining  room  and  office.  W.  H.  Dildine  opened  the 
house  in  October,  1885.  The  present  lessees  are 
Parker  &  Dillon.  W.  H.  Dillon,  formerly  of  the 
Commercial,  took  charge  of  the  Bostwick,  February 
1,  1889.  The  first  'bus  was  introduced  in  Decem- 
ber, 1879,  by  the  Alexander  Bros.,  to  be  run  be- 
tween the  depots  and  the  new  Lepin  House,  com- 
pleted and  opened  that  month. 

During  the  summer  of  1878  the  Central  Ne- 
In-askan  suggested  the  building  of  an  opera  house. 
About  this  time  the  Liberal  Hall  Association  was 
founded,  and  a  building  was  erected  for  worship  as 
well  as  for  amusement.  Work  on  the  Kerr  Opera 
House  building  was  begun  May  7,  and  completed  in 
1884  at  a  cost  of  $61,000,  by  a  company  of  local 
capitalists  organized  for  that  express  purpose.  Such 
leading  citizens  as  M.  L.  Alexander,  William  Kerr, 
George  H.  Pratt,  L.  B.  Palmer,  James  R.  Heart- 
well,  F.  Naulteus,  and  many  others  were  identified 
with  the  object.  It  stands  at  the  southeast  corner 
of  Lincoln  Avenue  and  Second  Street,  is  66x125 
feet  in  size,  and  rises  three  stories  above  a  high 
basement.      It  is  a  verj-   substantial   structure   of 


pressed  brick  and  stone,  with  solid  granite  founda- 
tion, after  designs  by  Mr.  C.  C.  Rittenhouse.  F. 
D.  Taggart  purchased  the  stock  of  the  opera  house 
company,  and  became  its  owner.  Cole's  Park  was 
opened  June  27,  1889. 

Religious  denominations  by  no  means  lack  rep- 
resentation in  Hastings.  The  first  services  of  the 
Congregational  Church  here  were  conducted  in  the 
covered  wagons  in  which  the  hardy  pioneers  traveled 
to  this  region.  The  First  Congregational  Church 
was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1871,  by  the  direction 
of  Rev.  J.  F.  Clarkson,  who  came  as  chaplain 
of  the  English  colony.  In  the  Home  Missionary 
report  of  1873  the  Rev.  John  F.  Clarkson  is  at 
Hastings.  It  is  spoken  of  as  "  a  wide  field;  rapid 
increase  in  population;  more  laborers  needed;  church 
organized."  The  number  of  church  members  is  13; 
conversions,  4,  which  added  to  9  who  united  b3'  let^ 
ter  make  the  13  reported.  The  first  services  of  the 
newly  organized  church  were  held  in  a  sod  house 
located  in  Moore's  addition  to  the  city  of  Hastings. 
Owing  to  some  difficulty  between  the  minister  and 
his  people,  he  was  dismissed  from  the  pastorate  of 
the  church,  and  after  a  time  his  place  supplied  by 
the  Rev.  W.  Haviland,  who  remained  only  about 
one  year.  The  church  maintained  only  a  feeble  or- 
ganization until  the  month  of  September,  1874, 
when  Rev.  M.  F.  Piatt  took  charge.  Services  were 
held  in  the  school  house  until  1875.  In  that  j'ear 
the  old  Millet  Hall,  which  stood  on  the  corner  of 
First  Street  and  Hastings  Avenue,  was  secured  as  a 
place  of  meeting.  In  October,  1875,  the  T.  C.  C. 
F.  S.  was  organized  for  the  purpose  of  raising  funds 
for  furnishing  the  hall.  The  church  society  con- 
tinued to  hold  its  services  in  Millet's  Hall  until  the 
fall  of  1878,  when  another  move  was  made — this 
time  to  the  Presbyterian  Church,  which  had  been 
erected  and  dedicated  in  the  meantime.  As  the  so- 
ciety had  become  well  organized,  a  systematic 
effort  was  now  made  to  raise  funds  for  the  erection 
of  a  church  building.  A  house  was  erected  at  the 
corner  of  Lincoln  Avenue  aad  Third  Street,  which 
was  dedicated  March  29,  1879.  Rev.  Mr.  Stewart, 
who  succeeded  A.  W.  Curtis,  was  present.  The 
first  church  bell  at  Hastings  was  placed  in  the  bel- 
fry the  day  prior  to  the  dedication.     Rev.  Henry 
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Wilson  succeeeded  Mr.  Stewart  in  1882.  Kev.  G. 
R.  Milton  came  in  the  fall  of  1884,  and  served  until 
January  1,  1886,  when  Rev.  William  Walters  took 
charge.  A  legacy  of  $500  left  by  Davis  Lowman 
with  additional  subscriptions  were  used  in  paying 
oflf  a  debt  of  $1,000.  In  1887,  shortly  after,  the 
Hastings  Improvement  Company  gave  $6,700  and 
the  two  lots  on  which  the  building  now  stands  for 
the  old  site.  The  church  house  was  removed,  and 
re-dedicated  September  25,  1887.  The  twenty- 
fourth  annual  meeting  of  the  Congregational  Society 
of  Nebraska  was  held  at  Hastings  in  October  and 
November,  1880.  The  Ladies  Missionary  Society' 
also  assembled  here,  and  reported  having  paid  $330 
for  the  support  of  a  lady  missionary  at  Erzerum, 
Turkey  in  Asia. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Hastings, 
had  its  origin  in  as  humble  quarters  as  had  the 
other  church  organizations  of  the  city.  The  first 
services  were  held  in  the  St.  Joseph  &  Western  Rail- 
road depot,  on  September  29, 1872,  by  R.  A.  Crane. 
Hastings  was  then  included  in  the  Juniata  circuit, 
and  fell  within  the  bounds  of  the  Beatrice  district. 
The  class  comprised  William  and  Maria  Hudson, 
Benjamin  H.  and  Rebecca  Brown,  Richard  and  Liz- 
zie Rainforth  and  Mary  E.  Ross.  As  the  newly 
organized  church  grew  stronger,  funds  were  col- 
lected, and  a  neat  little  church  edifice  erected  on  the 
corner  of  Second  Street  and  Kansas  Avenue.  On 
July  13,  1873,  Presiding  Elder  White  selected  a 
site  for  the  proposed  house  on  the  north  side  of 
Second  Street,  west  of  the  school  house,  and  by 
August  of  that  year  the  building  was  enclosed  and 
roofed  by  the  contractors,  Millett  &  Mulford.  By 
some  peculiar  oversight  the  honor  of  holding  first 
services  was  accorded  to  the  Presbyterians,  and  the 
wily  Rev.  Griffes  formally  dedicated  the  partially 
completed  building  August  10,  1873.  In  April, 
1880,  it  was  sold  to  the  Evangelical  Society,  and  on 
August  12,  that  year,  the  corner  stone  of  the  pres- 
ent church  house  was  placed.  Rev.  A.  C.  Crosth- 
waite  presiding.  The  building  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $6,000.  During  progress  of  construction 
the  members  worshipped  in  Liberty  Hall.  In  Sep- 
tember, 1881,  Rev.  Crosthwaite  resigned  the  pastor- 
ate of  the  church  and  was  succeeded  by  S.  H.  Hen- 


derson, who  was  in  turn  succeeded  by  Revs.  Brock- 
way  and  Jones.  The  present  pastor  is  Rev.  L.  F. 
Britt,  who  is  credited  with  being  the  most  popular 
of  all  the  Methodist  preachers  to  fill  that  pulpit. 
Revs.  R.  H.  Crane,  Hiram  Hersey,  E.  J.  Willis, 
who  was  here  in  1874-75,  Richard  Pierson,  Edward 
Thomson,  A.  C.  Crosthwaite  and  S.  H.  Henderson 
may  be  termed  the  pioneer  preachers  of  this  circuit. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  dates  back  to  August, 
1873,  when  Rev.  James  A.  Griffes  preached  to  a 
small  number  of  Presbyterians  in  the  partially  com- 
pleted Methodist  Church,  being  the  first  to  preacli 
under  a  church  roof  here.  On  August  10,  an  organ- 
ization was  effected  by  Rev.  N.  C.  Robinson,  S.'M. , 
and  Rev.  J.  A.  Griffes,  with  the  following  named 
members:  Samuel  Alexander,  A.  L.  Wigton,  Mrs, 
Mary  A.  Wigton,  Samuel  Reed,  William  M.  Snod- 
grass,  H.  M.  Palmer  and  Mr.  Electa  Palmer.  A. 
L.  Wigton  was  the  first  stated  clerk,  serving  until 
1881,  when  L.  B.  Palmer  was  chosen.  In  1884,  A. 
L.  Wigton  was  re-elected  and  is  now  incumbent  of 
the  clerk's  office.  The  following  ministers  have 
supplied  the  pulpit  since  the  organization,  viz: 
Rev.  James  A.  Grifl'es,  August,  1873;  Rev.  John 
Rutherford,  January,  1877;  Rev.  D.  S.  Schafl', 
July,  1877;  Rev.  E.  L.  Williams,  September,  1881: 
Rev.  W.  F.  Ringland,  October,  1882,  and  Rev. 
George  T.  Crissman,  D.  D.,  November,  1885. 

The  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Hastings  was 
organized  for  incorporation  June  4,  1874,  when  the 
constitution  was  adopted.  James  K.  Sample,  H. 
M.  Palmer,  L.  B.  Palmer,  James  Slate,  N.  L.  Ed- 
wards, Samuel  Alexander,  A.  L.  Wigton,  John 
Simpson  and  J.  J.  Worswick  were  chosen  trustees. 
The  edifice  in  which  the  organization  was  effected 
was  not  completed,  and  the  burning  rays  of  the 
August  sun  pierced  the  unfinished  roof  in  many 
places.  A  bundle  of  shingles  laid  across  the  top  of 
an  empty  baiTel  served  as  a  pulpit.  In  these  un- 
favorable surroundings  the  church  was  organized. 
The  first  pastor.  Rev.  J.  A.  Griffes,  conducted  ser- 
vices in  the  school  house  for  about  two  years. 
Afterwards  Millet's  Hall  was  utilized  as  a  place  of 
worship,  until  the  summer  of  1877,  when  the  first 
building  was  completed  and  dedicated  under  the 
supervision  of  Samuel  Alexander,  A.  L.  Wigton  and 
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L.  B.  Palmer.  This  building  stood  ou  the  comer 
of  Fourth  Street  and  Lincoln  Avenue.  In  1888  the 
congregation  outgrew  the  old  building  and  services 
were  held  in  the  opera  house,  pending  the  erection 
of  a  modern  house  of  worship.  The  second  build- 
ing was  erected  on  the  southwest  corner  of  Seventh 
Street  and  Lincoln  Avenue,  in  1888-89,  under  super- 
vision of  the  following  named  members  of  the  build- 
ing committee:  Samuel  Alexander,  Rev.  George  T. 
Crissman,  D.  D. ,  C.  P.  Webster,  L.  B.  Palmer,  A. 
J.  Xeimeyer  and  L.  M.  Campbell.  The  church 
was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $35,000  and  dedi- 
cated February  10,  1889,  President  Ringland  and 
Rev.  C.  G.  A.  HoUhorst,  of  the  college,  with  the 
pastor.  Rev.  George  T.  Crissman,  conducting  the 
services. 

St.  Cecilia's  Catholic  Church  dates  its  beginning 
back  to  the  establishment  of  Hastings,  when  Rev. 
Father  Leichleitner,  pastor  of  Crete  in  1871  (suc- 
cessor of  Rev.  W.  Kelly),  visited  the  new  settle- 
ment. This  portion  of  the  mission  was  attended  by 
Father  Leichleitner  until  March  25,  1878,  when 
Rev.  George  Glauber  was  appointed  in  charge  of  the 
congregation.  Prior  to  this  date  the  services  of  the 
church  were  held  at  the  house  of  Thomas  E.  Farrell, 
but  now  the  work  of  building  a  house  of  worship 
was  entered  upon.  In  1880  this  house  was  com- 
pleted, and  the  building  of  the  parochial  house  be- 
gun. In  December,  1879,  Rev.  E.  Rhullier  was 
assistant  priest  at  Hastings.  The  first  records  of 
the  missions  in  this  section  of  the  State  form  part 
of  the  parish  records  of  Crete.  The  records  of  St. 
Cecilia's  parish  begin  March  25,  1878.  The  first 
Iiaptisms  recorded  are  those  of  Elizabeth,  daughter, 
and  Thomas,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Griggs) 
Britt.  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  Farrell  were  sponsors. 
A  son  of  Michael  Hess  and  a  daughter  of  John 
Young  were  baptized  on  the  21st  of  April,  and  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Patience  (Brown)  Farrell,  of 
Ireland,  on  May  12,  1878.  Other  names  on  the 
Liber  Baptismoriim  of  this  period  include  many  of 
the  old  settlers. 

The  mission  in  1880  comprised  Hastings,  Kene- 
saw,  Roseland,  Riverton,  Harvard,  Fairfield,  Wheat- 
land, Orleans,  Sarpy,  Lowell,  Minden,  Indianola, 
Juniata.  Glenwood,  Bloomington,  Red  Cloud,  Arap- 


ahoe and  Inland.  In  1881  Rev.  James  Simeon* 
succeeded  Father  Glauber,  but  Rev.  E.  Rhullier  was 
continued  as  assistant  priest.  New  names  are  added 
dailj-  to  the  long  list  of  baptisms,  while  the  settle- 
ments of  Cambridge,  Whitlock  and  Franklin  ap- 
peared on  Fremont's  ' '  Great  American  Desert "  as 
new  missions  of  this  parish.  Hazel  Dell  is  named 
in  April,  1883,  and  Heartwell  in  1885 — the  latter 
place  attended  hy  Rev.  0.  N.  Turgeon,  who  appears 
to  be  assistant  priest  at  this  time.  Rev.  F.  Schraffe 
was  here  in  December,  1884,  and  throughout  1885. 
Services  were  held  at  EUwood  in  1886,  and  at  Axel 
in  1888.  Rev.  J.  J.  Laughran  was  assistant  priest 
in  June,  1888.  On  May  15,  1881,  Bishop  OCou- 
•nor  administered  the  sacrament  of  confirmation  to 
fiftj^-nine  children  and  adults  at  Hastings,  and  next 
day  to  twenty-five  children  and  adults  at  W^heatland. 
On  May  18  the  sacrament  was  administered  to  twen- 
ty-four persons  at  Orleans,  and  on  May  19  to  six- 
teen persons  at  Indianola. 

The  first  marriage  recorded  in  this  parish  is  that 
of  Alonzo  P.  Cook  and  Agnes  Fisher,  May  12, 1878. 
From  that  time  up  to  July  2,  1888,  when  Father 
Simeon  signed  the  parish  records  for  the  last  time, 
there  were  eightj'-six  marriages  solemnized,  and 
from  that  period  until  November  6,  1889,  twenty 
marriages  were  celebrated.  Father  J.  E.  English 
is  the  present  priest.  During  the  short  time  which 
has  elapsed,  since  taking  charge  of  the  parish,  he 
has  almost  eclipsed  the  record  of  his  life  at  Omaha. 
A  church  building,  parochial  house  and  the  greatest 
convent  building  in  Central  Nebraska  have  been 
brought  into  existence.  Among  his  principal 
helpers  are  Thomas  E.  Farrell.  John  Rooney,  Mrs. 
Mary  Stoetzel,  Ezra  Langevin,  M.  Moriart}-,  S. 
Kelly,  who  contributed  largelj'  to  church  building. 
The  congregation  embraces  over  200  families,  and 
the  parish  includes  Kenesaw,  Hansen,  Inland,  Glen- 
ville  and  other  points  in  this  district. 

•Eev.  James  Simeon  studied  at  the  University  of  St.  Louis. 
ISardstown,  Mo.,  and  subsequently  in 
'  i1:iimI,     til'   was  ordained  priest  at  Lou- 
■  Tvtd  the  church  in  the  Ehine 
-    i>  1,,-n  he  returned  to  the  United 
"I    .1  ~i   . I.. ~eph's  German  Catholic  Church 
:■.,  and  later  built  Holy  Trinity  German 
Boston.    He  also  served  at  Philadelphia 
ugust.  1881,  located  at  Hastings,  in 
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The  Baptist  Church  is  the  pioneer  religious 
society  of  Adams  Couut^-.  In  Januar}-,  1871,  Rev. 
J.  W.  Warwick  preached  at  the  house  of  William 
Kress,  on  the  Little  Blue.  Three  years  later  their 
doctrine  was  preached  at  Hastings. 

The  early  settlers  of  Hastings  whose  religious 
attachments  were  with  the  Baptist  denomination, 
organized  themselves  into  a  congregation  in  1874. 
Rev.  I.  G.  Newell  was  the  first  pastor,  and  the  ser- 
vices were  conducted  in  Millett's  Hall.  The  organi- 
zation did  not  develop  much  strength  in  the  earlier 
years  of  its  history  and  maintained  but  a  feeble  ex- 
istence until  1879,  when  the  Rev.  J.  E.  Rockwood 
assumed  control.     Among  the  early  members  were 

D.  S.  Cole,  Jacob  Wooster,  J.  H.  Vandemark,  Frank 
Talmage,  N.  T.  Eckles,  Joseph  Simms,  Mrs.  Alli- 
son, Mrs.  Talmage,  and  Mrs.  Vandemark.  Under 
efficient  management  the  society  took  a  long  stride 
forward  and  became  firmly  fixed  in  the  community. 
After  having  guided  the  affairs  of  the  church  for 
about  a  year.  Rev.  Rockwood  resigned  and  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Rev.  J.  H.  Mise.  The  last  named  gen- 
tleman began  his  pastoral  duties  in  February,  1881, 
and  in  the  following  summer  raised  the  necessary 
funds  to  erect  a  house  of  worship.  The  new  Bap- 
tist Church  was  dedicated  Januarj'  31,  1882.  It  is 
a  neat  structure  of  appropriate  architectural  design, 
and  cost  about  $3,000.  Since  Rev.  Mr.  Mise  sev- 
ered his  connection  with  the  church  the  pulpit  has 
been  occupied  successively  by  Revs.  H.  P.  Fitch,  J. 
Y.  Aitchison  and  H.  C.  Holden,  the  latter  being  the 
present  pastor. 

The  Hastings  Free  Religious  Society  adopted  a 
constitution  July  14,  1878.  John  N.  Lyman  was 
president;  George  W.  Mowerj',  secretary;  R.  A. 
Batty,  treasurer;  A.    D.   Yocum,  M.  K,  .  Lewis  and 

E.  Steinau,  trustees. 

The  same  year  Liberal  Hall  was  built — a  one 
story  frame,  40x75  feet.  This  large  hall  was  intended 
for  a  place  of  amusement  as  well  as  for  worship, 
and  in  it  the  first  religious  bodies  assembled  for 
prayei-. 

St.  Mark's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  or- 
ganized May  3,  1880,  by  Rev.  J.  W.  Greenwood. 
He  came  thither  in  1879  from  Honeoye  Falls,  N.  Y. , 
to  the  Nominal   Mission  Station  of    Hastings  and 


Grand  Island,  where  he  found  a  few  members.  On 
April  18,  1880,  he  performed  the  services  of  his 
church  for  the  first  time,  and  this  action  was  fol- 
lowed by  the  organization  on  the  date  aljove  written. 
On  May  4,  the  society  elected  Messrs,  N.  Z.  Barlow, 
and  0.  Oliver,  wardens;  and  Messrs.  Charles  Cam- 
eron, F.  J.  Benedict,  J.  M.  Norton,  Emery  and  A. 
B.  Ideson,  vestrymen.  The  officers  constituted 
themselves  a  committee  to  locate  a  site  for  a  church 
building.  On  July  10,  Bishop  Clarkson  placed  the 
corner  stone  of  the  first  church  building,  the  pastor, 
Mr.  GrrcinvtHiil,  (•(iiidurting  the  services  according  to 
thi'  litiKil.  'i'liis  liiiildiiig  was  dedicated  the  third 
Suuday  aft.T  Ki.ipiiaiiy  in  1881.  0.  H.  M.  and 
Robert  Oliver,  J.  M.  Norton,  A.  B.  and  J.  C.  Ide- 
son were  the  members.  Rev.  John  Love  was  mis- 
sionary at  the  time;  Mr.  Greenwood  was  rector  of 
the  parish,  followed  by  Rev.  Henry  Shaw  and  Rev. 
J.  W.  Gilman.  The  present  number  of  communi- 
cants is  placed  at  seventy -seven. 

The  Christian  Church  is  a  modern  organization 
here.  The  members  worshiped  at  the  old  Presby- 
terian Church  for  some  time  until  the  new  church- 
house  on  Lexington  and  Fourth  Streets  was  erected 
in  1889.     Rev.  W.  T.  Maupin  served  the  church. 

The  Swedish  Evangelical  Lutherans  of  Hast- 
ings claim  Rev.  Mr.  Torren  as  preacher,  and  also 
Rev.  A.  C.  Tredin,  who  performed  the  services  of 
church  in  the  Good  Templars'  Hall. 

The  German  Evangelical  Association  was  estab- 
lished as  a  mission  in  the  city  of  Hastings  in  1879. 
Two  years  following  a  church  organization  was 
effected  by  Revs.  G.  G.  Zellhoefer  and  Jacob  Wein- 
gart.  Rev.  Inhelder  assumed  the  pastorate  in 
April,  1880,  and  held  it  until  the  past  year,  when 
he  was  succeeded  by  Rev.  H.  Illian.  At  first  wor- 
ship was  conducted  in  the  old  :\Ieth(:.(list  Church, 
ami  in  April.  ]>:sO,  the  associaticjii  puK  liascd  that 
building  and  tlcdicated  it  anew  I'm-  its  own  use. 
The  mission  at  present  includes  nearly  one  hundred 
families,  all  of  whom  are  Germans. 

The  First  German  Evan-vliml  Church  of  Hast 
ings  was  organized  for  iinoiii.ujiiMii  November  8, 
1879,  with  William  Steinhaiw.  clcik:  Henry  Stam- 
mer, August  Forcht  and  the  clerk,  trustees.  The 
society  was  formally  organized  in  September,  1878, 
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and  in  the  fall  the  work  of  church  building  was 
entered  upon.  The  church  house  was  completed  in 
January,  1879,  and  dedicated  on  the  12th  of  that 
month.  The  school  was  also  opened  by  Rev.  H. 
Seikman.  Rev.  Mr.  Stark  served  this  church  for 
some  time,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Fritze  is  now  pastor. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Society  hold  services 
in  the  G.  A.  R.  hall.      Rev.  C.  S.  Schaefer  is  pastor. 

On  August  10,  1873,  a  union  Sunday-school  was 
organized  with  R.  V.  Shockey,  superintendent;  Mrs. 
E.  Palmer,  secretary;  W.  A.  Smith,  treasurer,  and 
W.  T.  Comby,  librarian. 

In  the  pages  devoted  to  the  transactions  of  the 
county  commissioners,  the  annual  progress  of  the 
school  system  of  the  county  and  city  is  noted.  In 
the  summary  of  the  city  records  other  references  to 
the  schools  are  made,  and  the  names  of  the  trustees 
or  directors  given;  in  the  political  history  the  contests 
for  the  office  of  school  superintendent  are  referred 
to,  and  in  the  general  chapter  on  county  societies  the 
organization  of  the  Normal  Institute  is  recorded. 
In  1872  the  Hastings  school  district  was  organized 
with  D.  S.  Cole,  —  Dyer  and  S.  S.  Dow,  trustees. 
Within  a  short  time  A.  D.  Yocum  took  Mr.  Dyer's 
place,  and  in  August,  1872,  this  board  placed  be- 
fore the  district  the  question  of  voting  $4,000  bonds 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  school.  In  April, 
1873,  a  vote  on  this  question  was  affirmative. 
Samuel  Alexander  was  elected  treasurer,  and  several 
changes  made  in  the  personnel  of  the  board.  Be- 
fore the  school  house  was  built  an  injunction  was 
sued  out  at  the  instance  of  George  W.  Donaghey  to 
postpone  building;  but  this  was  dissolved  in  March, 
1873,  and  the  school  building  erected.  Before  pro- 
ceedings on  this  injunction  were  served,  Mr.  Dow, 
learning  that  Charles  Kilburn  was  in  Hastings  for 
the  purpose  of  serving  papers,  and  seeing  him  in 
Wheeler's  store,  went  out  the  back  door  and  pro- 
ceeding to  Capt.  Wells'  office  sold  the  bonds.  Im- 
mediately after  the  injunction  papers  were  served 
Messrs.  D.  S.  Cole  and  S.  S.  Dow  were  arrested  for 
disobej-ing  the  injunction;  but  got  out  on  a  writ  of 
habeas  corpus,  Attorneys  Bowen  &  Laird  represent 
ing  the  prosecution.  Subsequently  Cole  and  Dow 
were  taken  to  Lincoln  by  James  Laird,  and  while 
there  Mr.  Dow  visited  the  capitol  and  heard  the  bill 


read  authorizing  the  commissioners  to  build  a  court 
house  at  Juniata.  Returning  at  once  to  Hastings,  he 
spread  the  alarm,  and  that  night  a  remonstrance  was 
prepared  and  on  its  way  to  Lincoln.  This  had  the 
effect  of  defeating  the  bill.  It  was  revenge  for  in- 
terference with  the  school  interests  of  the  j'oung 
town. 

The  committee  in  charge  of  the  school  house  of 
District  18,  A.  D.  Yocum,  S.  Alexander,  D.  S.  Cole 
and  L.  Reynolds,  located  a  sight  for  the  building, 
and  sold  the  contract  to  G.  W.  McDade.  Early  in 
May  this  body  desired  to  change  the  location  to 
Block  18,  and  to  extend  the  plans;  and  McDade  be- 
ing agreeable,  proposals  for  building  were  again 
asked  for,  and  Col.  W.  L.  Smith  was  the  successful 
bidder.  On  May  30,  1873,  stone  for  the  founda- 
tion arrived,  and  the  house  was  completed  that 
year. 

Three  years  later  (1876)  there  were  122  pupils 
enrolled,  of  whom  an  average  of  ninety-eight  attended. 
The  principal  at  this  time  was  H.  W.  Myers ,  successor 
of  Col.  Monroe.  The  school  teachers  of  the  city  in 
March,  1880,  were  C.  J.  Davis,  principal;  Misses 
Dora  Tucker,  Jones,  Parker,  Clark,  Edmunson  and 
Mesdames  Davis  and  Wigton.  The  school  house  in 
the  western  part  of  the  town  was  opened  by  Miss 
Edmunson  and  Miss  Moore  in  June,  1879.  In  July, 
1880,  the  contract  for  a  brick  school  building  on  the 
south  side  was  sold  to  D.  M.  McElHinnej-  for 
$3,400.     The  structure  was   completed  that  year. 

The  Hastings  high  school  building  was  destroyed 
by  fire  November  12,  1886.  The  insurance  carried 
amounted  to  $16,000. 

Hastings  now  has  five  large  public  school  build- 
ings. The  high  school  building,  erected  in  1887, 
occupies  the  site  of  the  old  high  school  building  on 
High  Street,  between  Denver  and  Hastings  Avenues. 
This  handsome  two-story  brick  structure  is  85x103 
feet  in  size,  with  high  basement,  and  a  graceful 
tower  100  feet  in  height.  The  total  cost  was  $5,000. 
J.  B.  Molnux  is  superintendent  and  principal. 

The  West  ward  school  building,  a  highly  orna- 
mental and  commodious  edifice,  two  stories  and 
basement,  is  built  of  stone  and  brick,  surmounted 
by  a  tasty  tower  and  steep  gable  roof.  It  has  six 
rooms   with    a   capacity   of   400    pupils,    and    cost 
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$15,000.  It  is  well  conducted  under  the  manage- 
ment of  3I:\iii>;ie  E.  Molnux,  principal. 

In  the  South  ward  is  a  new  and  modern  two-story 
brick  building,  with  accommodation  for  over  400 
pupils.     Mary  E.  Palmer  is  principal. 

The  East  ward  school,  a  two-story  frame,  is  the 
oldest  school  building  in  the  city,  erected  in  1873-74, 
at  a  cost  of  $5,000,  and  has  room  for  350  pupils. 
Anna  S.  Rogers  is  principal. 

When  this  building  was  proposed  there  was  an 
enumeration  of  scarcely  twenty  pupils  in  Hastings, 
and  many  people  complained  about  erecting  so  large 
an  edifice,  fearing  Hastings  would  never  have  need 
of  so  much  school  room.  At  present,  with  five  more 
larger  and  finer  buildings,  the  capacity  is  sadly 
taxed.  "Col."  Monroe  taught  the  first  school  at 
Hastings  in  this  building  in  1874. 

The  South  Side  school,  situated  on  H  Street,  be- 
tween St.  Joe  and  Hastings  Avenues,  was  erected  in 
1888,  and  first  occupied  in  the  fall  and  winter  of 
that  year.  It  is  a  conspicious  building,  two  stories 
and  basement,  with  tower,  built  of  brick  and  well 
finished  and  furnished.  It  accommodates  400 
pupils  and  cost  $10,000. 

A  sad  accident  occurred  at  this  school,  February 
8,  1889.  The  teacher.  Miss  Aldrich,  fearing  the 
effects  of  a  threatening  storm,  dismissed  the  smaller 
pupils,  and  as  they  were  on  the  board  walk  just 
after  leaving  the  school  yard,  the  strength  of  the 
wind  raised  the  walk  and  turned  it  over  upon  them, 
killing  John  Pauls,  a  young  child,  and  seriously  in- 
juring the  teacher  and  several  other  pupils. 

Under  the  able  management  of  General  Superin- 
tendent J.  B.  Molnux,  the  Hastings  City  schools 
have  risen  to  a  high  degree  of  efficiency.  The  sys- 
tem of  a  twelve  years'  course  has  been  adopted, 
giving  four  years  each  to  the  primary,  grammar  and 
high  school  departments;  in  the  high  school  the 
pupil  has  choice  of  two  courses  of  study,  designated 
as  the  classical  and  scientific.  The  classical  course 
includes  such  studies  as  physiology,  civil  govern- 
ment, general  history,  algebra,  physical  geography, 
botany,  natural  philosophy,  geometry,  rhetoric, 
astronomy  and  Latin. 

The  burning  of  the  high  school  building  on  No- 
vember 12,  1886,  was  a  great  misfortune  and  caused 


much  inconvenience,  but  in  the  place  of  the  old 
building  was  erected,  during'  the  suiniiier  of  1887,  a 
far  handsomer  and  more  siiii^taiiiial  structure,  one 
that  would  make  a  credital)li'  showing  anywhere. 

The  completion  of  the  South  Side  school  build- 
ing, in  1888,  gave  to  the  city  five  buildings,  or  twen- 
tj^-nine  rooms  devoted  to  school  purposes.  These 
edifices  are  all  of  brick,  except  one,  and  of  recent 
construction,  except  the  frame,  which  will  no  doubt 
be  replaced  next  year  by  a  good  brick  of  six  or  eight 
rooms.  Hastings  will  then  rejoice  in  the  excellency 
of  its  school  buildings.  The  public  schools  are  the 
pride  of  the  city,  and  a  great  degree  of  interest  is 
constantly  manifested.  The  enumeration  of  children 
of  school  age  here  is  2,400,  taught  by  twentj'-eight 
teachers,  including  the  superintendent  and  princi- 
pals. 

Queen  City  Business  College,  conducted  by  J. 
H.  Schoonover,  was  established  at  Hastings  in  the 
summer  of  1888.  It  is  receiving  a  generous  support, 
and  its  various  courses  of  study  embrace  such 
branches  as  are  best  adapted  to  fit  young  men  for 
an  actual  business  life.  In  addition  to  book-keep- 
ing, penmanship,  commercial  law,  etc. ,  there  is  a 
shorthand  course  under  the  instruction  of  Mrs. 
Schoonover,  a  practical  reporter. 

The  rooms  of  this  school  are  located  in  the  Cen- 
tral block,  and  are  commodious,  well-fitted  and 
furnished. 

A.  L.  Wigton  was  one  of  the  first  to  suggest  the 
founding  of  a  college  at  Hastings.  During  the 
summer  and  fall  of  1873  steps  were  taken  to  have  a 
college  established  here  and  the  movement  was  en- 
couraged by  the  Presbytery  and  Synod;  $20,000 
was  subscribed  in  lands  and  lots,  but  the  grasshop- 
per visitation  of  1874-75  delayed  the  development 
of  plans,  so  that  not  until  1879  was  the  project 
placed  on  a  practical  footing — the  Business  Men's 
Association  taking  the  matter  in  hand.  During 
that  year  the  citizens  subscribed  $50,000  in  lands 
and  moneys,  and  arrangments  were  made  for  the 
erection  of  suitable  buildings;  school  rooms  were 
opened  over  the  post  office.  In  September,  1882, 
the  first  session  was  held.  Rev.  W.  F.  Ringland 
was  president;  Prof.  J.  M.  Wilson  had  charge  of  the 
Normal  and  English  classes;  Prof.  George  E.  White, 
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of  the  Latin  and  Greek  classes;  Prof.  George  M. 
Whicher,  of  natural  science  and  English  literature 
class;  Miss  Abbie  Brewster,  of  the  department  of 
modern  languages;  JNIiss  Lou  Vance,  of  the  art  de- 
partment, and  John  Rees,  of  the  musical  depart- 
ment. A  meeting  of  the  incorporators  was  held  in 
May ,  1 882.  Articles  of  incorporation  were  adopted , 
and  under  their  provisions  tinistees  were  elected. 

The  first  officers  of  the  board  of  ti'ustees  were 
J.  B.  Heartwell,  president;  A.  L.  Wigton,  vice- 
president;  L.  B.  Palmer,  secretary,  and  A.  L.  Clarke, 
treasurer.  The  executive  committee  comprised  the 
officers  named,  with  A.  D.  Williams,  Samuel  Alex- 
ander, 0.  Oliver,  D.  Lowman  and  O.  B.  Hewett. 
They  were  all  members  of  the  first  board  of  trustees, 
with  J.  P.  Kernohan,  of  Grand  Island;  Dr.  Baird, 
of  Red  Cloud;  John  Fleming,  of  Ayr;  A.  H.  Sow- 
ers and  W.  R.  McCully,  of  Hastings;  A.  B.  Byram, 
of  Edgar,  and  H.  M.  Giltner,  of  Aurora.  Xo  changes 
were  made  in  1883-84,  with  the  exception  of  the  ap- 
pointment of  Rev.  J.  L.  Lower,  financial  secretary. 
In  1886  C.  P.  Webster  was  appointed  treasurer, 
and  Samuel  Alexander,  secretary;  G.  T.  Crissman 
and  C.  P.  Webster  were  added  to  the  executive 
committee.  In  1887-88  the  officers  of  the  board 
and  examiners  of  executive  committee  were  the 
same  as  in  1887. 

In  1883  Prof.  J.  Y.  Collins  was  appointed  to 
the  charge  of  the  department  of  mathematics  and 
phj-sics;  Miss  M.  I.  Dinsmore,  rhetoric  and  English 
literature;  and  J.  W.  Brewster,  stenography;  Rev.  D. 
S.  Gregory,  Rev.  H.  D.  Ganse,  Rev.  D.  S.  Schaflf, 
and  Rev.  C.  L.  Thompson  were  the  lecturers.  The. 
register  shows  143  members  of  all  classes.  In 
1884-85  the  facultj'  named  held  their  respective 
positions,  with  the  addition  of  W.  E.  Andrews, 
professor  of  Latin  and  history;  L.  T.  Terry,  of 
Greek  and  German;  Miss  Florence  D.  Peterson,  of 
elocution,  and  Mrs.  Emma  Herron,  of  vocal  music. 
The  lecturers  were  Rev.  Herrick  Johnson,  Rev.  W. 
W.  Harsha  and  Judge  O.  B.  Hewett.  There  were 
165  students  enrolled  in  all  classes.  At  the  beginning 
of  the  collegiate  year,  1885-86,  President  Ringland 
was  professor  of  mental  and  moral  sciences;  George 
M.  Whicher,  of  Greek  and  German;  J.  Y.  Collins,  of 
mathematics  and  physics:  Miss  Dinsmore,  of  rhetoric 


and  literature;  W.  E.  Andrews,  of  Latin  and  history; 
John  Rees,  of  instrumental  music;  3Irs.  W.  E.  An- 
drews, of  vocal  music;  J.  W.  Brewster,  of  stenog- 
raphy, and  Miss  Ella  Cameron,  of  drawing  and 
painting.  Rev.  George  F.  Magoun  and  J.  B. 
Cessna  were  the  lecturers.  There  were  215  students 
enrolled  in  all  classes.  The  faculty  of  1886-87 
comprised,  in  addition  to  that  of  1885-86,  Prof. 
Harvey  Thompson,  natural  science  department;  Rev. 
George  T.  Crissman,  instructor  in  church  historj*; 
Rev.  F.  51.  Hickok,  in  ethics  and  logic;  Miss  Kid- 
doo,  in  history  and  English;  Miss  Helen  M.  Cam- 
eron, in  drawing  and  painting,  and  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Andrews,  in  vocal  music.  O.  B.  Hewett,  C.  H. 
Yan  Wyck  (ex.-U.  S.  Senator),  and  Rev.  E.  H. 
Curtis  were  the  lecturers.  Two  hundred  and  thirty- 
six  students  were  enrolled  in  the  several  classes. 
During  the  collegiate  year  of  1887-88,  Miss  Phil- 
lips was  appointed  instructor  in  drawing  and 
painting,  vice  Miss  Cameron,  while  Rev.  George 
Williams,  of  Grand  Island,  and  Rev.  C.  G.  A.  Hull- 
horst,  of  Gibbon,  were  chosen  lecturers.  There  were 
241  students  registered  in  all  classes.  There  are  no 
changes  in  the  faculty  recorded  in  1889. 

J.  H.  Hansen  donated  the  twenty  acres  known 
as  the  College  Campus,  while  the  citizens  purchased 
seventy -five  acres  and  donated  the  same  to  the  trus- 
tees for  college  purposes.  They  also  raised  $8, 000 
for  the  erection  of  the  first  wing  building.  In  July, 
1883,  the  brick  work  contract  on  the  McCormick 
Hall  was  sold  to  McElHinney  &  Johnson,  the  car- 
penter work  to  Cisney  and  the  plastering  to  Worline. 
The  corner  stone  was  placed  July  12,  1883,  and  the 
house  was  ready  for  occupation  in  September,  1884. 
In  October  of  that  year  the  dedication  of  the  hall  to 
collegiate  purposes  was  carried  out  b^-  Re\-.  Herrick 
Johnson.  The  cost  of  this  building  was  $14,700. 
It  was  named  in  honor  of  the  late  Cyrus  H.  McCor- 
mick, whose  gift  of  So,  000  to  Hastings  College  was 
the  first  gift  received  by  the  Presbyterian  Board  of 
Aid  to  Colleges.  On  the  day  the  building  was  dedi- 
cated, Cyrus  BlcCormick,  Jr.,  added  by  telegraph 
an  additional  gift  of  $3,000. 

In  February,  1884,  J.  B.  Heartwell  made  a 
proposition  to  the  executive  committee,  that  should 
the    citizens    raise    $10,000    he    would    subscribe 
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$10,000;  provided,  that  S15,000  of  the  total  sum 
would  be  devoted  to  the  building  of  a  second  house 
for  college  purposes.  The  proposition  was  accept 
able:  but  only  $9,000  of  the  $10,000  was  sub- 
scribed and  'Mr.  Heartwell  increased  his  donation  to 
$11 .000.  Work  on  the  second  building  was  at  once 
commenced  and  the  whole  sum  of  $20,000  expended 
thereon.  In  the  catalogue  for  1885-86,  the  follow- 
ing paragraph  is  printed:  "This  building  is  yet 
without  a  name.  The  board  of  trustees  would  be 
glad  to  have  some  munificent  friend  of  higher  edu- 
cation, with  $10,000,  adopt  this  finished  monument, 
standing  by  the  side  of  the  one  erected  bj'  Hon. 
Cyrus  H.  McCormick,  and  allow  the  name  of  the 
donor  to  fill  the  conspicuous  blank  in  the  picture 
and  give  name  to  this  nameless  building. " 

This  building  is  much  larger  than  the  first  one 
erected,  although  it  is  similar  in  finish  and  archi- 
tectural detail,  and  is  occupied  as  a  young  ladies' dor- 
mitory. 

The  Democrat,  of  December  27,  1889,  referring 
to  this  institution,  says:  "It  is  a  matter  of  great 
encouragement  that  the  gift  of  $15,000  during  the 
past  year  came  from  Mrs.  Cyrus  H.  McCormick,  of 
Chicago,  the  widow  of  that  magnificent  friend  whose 
$8,000  gave  the  name  to  McCormick  Hall.  While 
tiie  citizens  of  Hastings  have  been  liberal  in  provid- 
ing fur  the  college,  aid  to  the  amount  of  $33,000 
has  come  from  friends  in  the  east." 

The  Athenian  Society  was  organized  in  1883,  and 
the  Whittierean  in  1885.  The  Hastings  College 
Journal  is  published  monthlj'  by  the  faculty,  while 
Tlie  A''idette  is  published  by  the  students. 

The  convent  building  of  the  Sisters  of  the  Visi- 
tation was  commenced  in  the  spring  of  1889,  and 
the  work  completed  in  December  of  that  year.  The 
community  was  founded  in  France,  about  280  years 
ago,  as  an  order  of  teachers,  and  is  to-day  recog- 
nized as  one  of  the  highest  educators  of  women  in 
all  that  conduces  to  the  good  of  that  sex.  Some 
time  ago  it  became  evident  that  the  community  at 
Ottumwa,  Iowa,  would  be  compelled  to  erect  new 
convent  buildings  or  estaljlish  new  houses.  Bishop 
Bonacum,  learning  something  of  the  intentions  of 
the  sisters,  suggested  the  possibility  of  an  establish- 
ment at  Hastings,  and  on  this  suggestion  the  com- 


munity acted.  A  grant  of  ten  acres  was  promised 
by  the  citizens  of  Hastings,  and  more  than  that  in 
an  expression  of  perpetual  good  will.  Thomas  E. 
FaiTell  made  the  donation  of  the  valuable  tract  in 
that  spirit  which  he  has  ever  manifested  since  the 
beginning  of  the  city.  The  eight  propei-ty  owners 
adjoining  the  present  convent  grounds  agreed  to 
convey  to  Mr.  Farrell  a  proportionate  share  in  lands 
in  lieu  of  the  ten  acres  conveyed  by  him  to  the  sis- 
ters. The  agreement  was  verbal,  Mr.  Farrell  de- 
pending solely  on  the  public  spirit  and  honor  of  the 
parties  thereto. 

The  Nebraskan,  in  noticing  the  completion  of  the 
building,  saj-s:  "It  is  a  building  that  will  stand 
for  centuries,  a  credit  to  the  builders  and  the  city. " 
The  ground  dimensions  of  the  building  are  60x184, 
with  stone  basement,  10  feet  high,  constructed  of 
Colorado  granite  or  sand  stone  from  the  Tower 
quarries,  laid  in  random  Ashler  style.  There  are 
three  stories  above  the  massive  foundation,  with  a 
20-foot  attic  to  be  subsequently  utilized  as  another 
story.  These  walls  are  constructed  of  brick.  This 
is  an  $85,000  structure,  but  good  management  and 
cash  for  material  and  labor  brought  the  actual  cost 
down  to  $52,000.  The  capacity  at  present  is  140 
boarders.  The  basement  is  divided  into  a  large 
number  of  refectories  or  dining  rooms,  lunch  rooms, 
kitchen,  play  and  store  rooms.  On  the  first  floor 
the  main  part  of  the  building  is  divided  into  a  com- 
modious sanctuary,  with  chapel  in  center  and  wide 
corridors.  The  east  wing  is  called  the  monastery, 
and  is  especially  set  apart  for  the  sisters  in  charge. 
The  west  wing  is  the  academy  for  the  accommoda- 
tion of  students,  and  the  front  parlors  assigned  for 
the  reception  of  visitors.  The  second  floor  is  divided 
into  two  large  study  halls,  well  lighted,  and  six 
convenient  class  rooms.  The  third  floor  has  three 
large  dormitories  and  five  music  rooms.  It  is  sup- 
plied with  all  the  modern  improvements,  without 
which  no  buildings  are  complete.  Every  feature  in 
the  plan  construction  is  highly  creditable  to  those 
who  had  part  in  it.  It  is  a  Hastings  building  in 
almost  every  particular.  C.  C.  Eittenhouse,  a 
Hastings  architect,  made  out  the  plans  and  specifica- 
tions (after  designs  by  Kiely  of  New  York),  and  F. 
M.  Trich,  a  Hastings  contractor,  carried  the  enter- 
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prise  through  faithful  to  every  detail  of  good  work 
and  economj-.  Col.  Hoj'e,  an  experienced  contrac- 
tor of  Chicago,  in  behalf  of  the  sisters,  acted  as 
general  superintendent.  But  the  supreme  control 
and  authority  in  the  whole  matter  was  vested  in 
Father  English,  who  labored  assiduously  from  the 
beginning,  and  watched  every  move  in  the  construc- 
tion. The  buildings  were  opened  January  6,  1890. 
On  Februarj'  5,  1890,  the  fii'st  reception  of  novices 
was  solemnized  at  the  new  convent  by  Bishop 
Henness}-,  Miss  Mary  Poulter,  of  St.  Louis,  and 
Miss  Mary  Donahue,  of  Philadelphia,  being  the 
recipients  of  the  habit  and  veil. 

Masonry  in  Adams  County  is  contemporary  with 
its  occupation.  The  first  organization,  however, 
only  dates  back  to  July,  1873,  when  the  pioneer 
lodge  was  founded  at  Juniata.  Under  date, 
August  14,  1873,  a  call  was  extended  to  all  Masons 
in  good  standing  at  Hastings  and  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, to  attend  a  meeting  at  E.  Steinau's  store. 
This  call  was  signed  l)y  G.  W.  Mowerj-,  James  Cor- 
bin,  Sam  Sadler,  E.  Stelnau,  L.  D.  Rej-nolds,  L.  W. 
Spier,  R.  V.  Shockey,  F.  S.  Wells,  W.  M.  West, 
William  L.  Smith  and  L.  C.  Gould.  A  lodge  was 
at  once  organized  U.  D.,  but  not  until  June,  1874, 
was  a  charter  granted,  the  number  given  being  50. 
The  first  officers  were  Dr.  A.  D.  Buckworth,  W.  M. ; 
L.  C.  Gould,  S.  W.;  R.  A.  Batty,  J.  W.;  E. 
Steinau,  S. ,  and  C.  E.  Forgy,  T.  The  lodge  held 
its  meetings  in  the  school  house  or  I.  O.  0.  F.  hall 
and  in  other  temporary  quarters  until  the  fall  of 
1879,  when  it  moved  into  the  second  story  of  the 
first  brick  block  erected  in  Hastings — the  one  on 
North  Hastings  Avenue,  which  is  generally  referred 
to  as  the  Masonic  Building.  This  lodge  room  served 
its  purpose  until  1887,  when  the  various  Masonic 
lodges  took  possession  of  their  present  handsome 
quarters  in  Masonic  Temple. 

The  masters  and  secretaries  of  the  Blue  Lodge 
were  selected  from  the  charter  members  for  some 
few  j-ears.  The  minute  books,  so  far  as  reported 
existing,  gave  up  the  following  names  of  masters: 
E.  Steinau,  1877:  G.  W.  Mowery,  1879;  J.  J. 
Wemple,  1880;  F.  J.  Benedict,  1881;  G.  H.  Pratt, 
1882;  D.  M.  McElHinney,  1883;  Joseph  Meyer, 
1884;    D.   M.    McElHinney,  1885;  E.    C.   Webster, 


1886;  C.  C.  Rittenhouse,  1887;  W.  S.  McKinney, 
1888;  W.  F.  Buchanan,  1887. 

Secretaries:  J.  J.  Wemple,  1877;  T.  J.  Pardee, 
1879;  E.   Steinau,  1880;  J.   J.  Wemple,   1881;   A. 

F.  Boston,  1882-83;  Claus  Frahm,  1884;  F.  D. 
Taggart,  1885;  W.  S.  McKinney,  1886;  W.  F. 
Buchanan,  1887;  E.  N.  Winslow,  1888;  H.  C. 
Armfield,  1889;  A.  H.  Farrens.  The  membership 
at  present  is  about  150. 

Hastings  Chapter  No.  21 .  R.  A.  M. ,  was  char- 
tered January  14,  1881,  A.  L  2,411,  with  the  fol- 
lowing officers:  J.  J.  Wemple,  H.  P. ;  Emanuel 
Fist,  K.;  J.  S.  Allison,  S.;  R.  W.  Oliver,  Treas.; 
William  Cline,  Sec;  J.  J.  Raymaker,  C.  of  H. ;  G. 
J.  Evans,  Sojr. ;  Joseph  Mejer,  R.  A.  C. ;  Jacob 
Fisher,  G.  M.  3  V.;  B.  F.  Rawalt,  G.  M.  2  V.;  J. 
Vandemark,  G.  M.  1  V.  and  M.  L.  Alexander,  S. 
Since  that  time  the  Chapter  has  been  presided  over 
bj-  John  J.  Wemple,  Emanuel  Fist,  Joseph  S.  Alli- 
son, John  J.  Raymaker,  Benjamin  F.  Rawalt,  D. 
M.  McElHinney  'and  Edwin  C.  Webster.  C.  C. 
Rittenhouse  is  the  present  high  priest  of  the  Chap- 
ter. The  office  of  secretary  has  been  filled  by  W. 
M.  Cline,  E.  C.  Webster,  W.  S.  McKinney  and  R. 
W.  Oliver,  while  W.  S.  McKinney  is  the  present  in- 
cumbent. There  were  seventy-four  members  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1890. 

Mt.  Nebo  Commandery  No.  1 1 ,  K.  T. ,  was  cre- 
ated February  22,  A.  D. ,  1881,  with  the  following 
Sir  Knights  as  officers  and  members:  John  J. 
Wemple,  E.  C. ;  John  J.  Raymaker,  G. ;  Joseph  S. 
Allison,  C.  G.;  Benjamin  F.  Rawalt,  P.;  J.  W. 
Small,  S.  W. ;  T.  F.  Pardoe,  J.  W. ;  Oswald  Oliver, 
Rec. ;  Robert  W.  Oliver,  Treas. ;  Morris  L.  Alexan- 
der, S.  B.;  E.  H.  Bartlett,  S.  B. ,  and  Jacob 
Fisher,  W. 

A  charter  was  granted  April  27,  1881,  to  the 
following  named  members  (the  officers  named  were 
elected  June  14):  John  J.  Wemple,  E.  C. ;  Joseph 
S.  Allison,  C.  of  G. ;  John  J.  Raj-maker,  G. ;  Ben- 
jamin F.  Rawalt,  P.;  J.  W.  Small,  S.  W.;  W.  H. 
Lanning,  J.  W. ;  R.  W.  Oliver,  T. ;  Oswald  Oliver, 
M.  L.  Alexander,  St.  B. ;  George  H.  Bott,  Jacob 
Fisher,  W. ;  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  E.  H.  Bartlett,  S.  B. ; 
W.  M.  Cline,  C.  of  G. ;  Jacob  Miller,  J.  A.  Tulleys, 

G.  M.  3  v.;  Fred  J.  Benedict,  J.  J.  Wagen,  G.  M. 
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2  v.;  Charles  Cameron,  C.  K.  Lawson,  A.  L.  Webb, 
Henry  Gibbon,  G.  M.  1  V.;  Paul  Kalmuck,  K.  E. 
Borney. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  past  eminent  com- 
manders: John  J.  Wemple,  Benjamin  F.  Rawalt, 
Jacob  Fisher  and  Fred  J.  Benedict.  The  past 
recorders  are  named  as  follows:  Oswald  Oliver, 
Charles  C.  Rittenhouse,  William  F.  Buchanan, 
Joseph  R.  Sims.  The  Commandery  now  claims 
seventj--nine  members. 

Fidueia  Lodge  of  Perfection  No.  3,  A.  and  A. 
S.  R. ,  was  founded  October  G,  1883,  and  chartered 
December  20,  that  year,  with  twentj^  members.  To 
the  original  roll  thirteen  members  were  added,  and  of 
the  total,  thirty-three,  there  are  twentj'-two  members 
now  belonging.  The  masters  of  the  lodge  have 
been  Benjamin  F.  Rawalt,  33°,  John  J.  Wemple, 
32°,  and  Francis  Naulteus,  32°.  William  F. 
Schultheis,  32°,  was  the  first  secretary,  succeeded 
by  Edwin  C.  Webster,  33°. 

Hastings  Council  No.  8,  R.  and  S.  M.,  was 
chartered  bj'  the  Grand  Council,  December  13, 
1887,  with  twenty-seven  members,  namel}-:  C.  L. 
Alexander,  M.  L.  Alexander,  W.  F.  Buchanan,  F. 
J.  Benedict,  W.  M.  Cline,  Emanuel  Fist,  Jacob 
Fisher,  C.  K.  Lawson,  B.  S.  Morrill,  D.  M.  McEl- 
Hinney,  W.  S.  McKinney,  James  C.  McNaughton, 
Francis  Naulteus,  R.  W.  Oliver,  G.  H.  Pratt,  B.  F. 
Rawalt,  C.  C.  Rittenhouse,  E.  H.  Reed,  F.  J. 
Schaufelberger,  Levi  Stone,  J.  R.  Sims,  J.  H. 
Scales,  J.  J.  Wemple,  E.  C.  Webster,  J.  B.  Web- 
ster, E.  H.  Bartlett  and  E.  C.  Sawyer.  E.  C.  Web- 
ster was  the  first  T.  I.  master,  succeeded  bj^  C.  C. 
Rittenhouse.  W.  S.  McKinney  has  held  the  posi- 
tion of  secretary  since  the  organization  of  the  Coun- 
cil. This  Masonic  body  comprises  thirty-two  mem- 
bers. The  triennial  election,  held  in  Januarj-,  1890, 
resulted  in  the  choice  of  D.  M.  McElHinney,  32°, 
V.  M.;  N.  B.  Vineyard,  32°,  S.  W. ;  Morris  Alex- 
ander, 32°,  J.  W.;  Edwin  Winslow,  14°,  T. ;  E.  C. 
Webster,  33°,  Sec;  Charles  D.  L.  Moore,  32°,  0.; 
F.  Naulteus,  32°,  A.;  C.  L.  Alexander,  32°,  D.  E.; 
F.  D.  Taggart,  14°,  J.  E. ;  W.  F.  Buchanan,  32°, 
M.  of  C. ,  and  R.   W.  Oliver,  32°,  T. 

The  corner  stone  of  the  Masonic  Temple  was 
placed    with    due    ceremony    September    16,    1886, 


by  P.  G.  W.  M.  J.  J.  Wemple  and  the  grand  offi- 
cers. The  building  has  a  frontage  of  66  feet  on 
Second  Street,  and  a  depth  of  110  feet.  It  is  65 
feet  in  height,  constructed  of  pressed  brick  with 
iron  trimmings.  The  floor  is  divided  into  three 
store  rooms, which  run  the  entire  length  of  the  build- 
ing. The  east  room  is  a  large  double  store  room, 
30x110  feet  in  size,  with  receding  triple  front  of 
plate  glass.  The  other  two  store  rooms  are  18x110 
feet,  and  are  also  supplied  with  elegant  plate  glass 
fronts.  Between  the  double  store  room  and  the  one 
adjacent  is  located  the  wide  entrance  to  the  stair- 
waj'  which  leads  to  the  Masonic  rooms  in  the  second 
story— a  reception  room  20x34  feet,  a  hall  22x33, 
the  banquet  hall,  the  main  hall — a  room  40x60  in 
size,  with  a  Gothic  cathedral  ceiling  32  feet  high  in 
the  center.  A  number  of  ai-mories  and  closets  are 
connected  with  this  main  hall.  The  entire  building 
is  an-anged  with  especial  reference  to  the  needs  of 
the  five  Masonic  organizations. 

Hastings  Lodge  No.  50,  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  was  or- 
ganized August  13,  1874,  with  F.  Forcht,  N.  G. ; 
Alfred  Berg,  V.  G. ;  Benjamin  E.  Boyer,  Rec.  Sec. ; 
C.  -M.  Wright,  Treas.;  Melville  Griffith,  W. ;  D.  W. 
Dalton,  C;  G.  E.  Grant,  R.  S.  N.  G.;  J.  T.  Ross, 
R.  S.  V.  G.,  and  C.  B.  Sperry,  O.  G.  Among  the 
charter  members  was  R.  A.  Batt}'.  Within  a  short 
time  the  names  of  J.  B.  Heartwell,  James  McWade, 
J.  H.  Fleming,  N.  L.  Jorgenson,  J.  F.  Hiler,  D. 
M.  McElHinney,  E.  C.  Webster,  W.  W.  Brown,  A. 
L.  Wigton,  S.  M.  Clark,  C.  C.  Rittenhouse,  L.  A. 
Royce  and  E.  C.  O'Donal  appear  on  the  roll.  The 
lodge  held  its  first  meetings  in  the  East  ward 
school  house,  and  afterward  in  a  frame  building 
on  Second  Street,  between  Hastings  and  Denver 
Avenues,  moving  in  1880  into  new  quarters  in  the 
old  Masonic  building  on  North  Hastings  Avenue. 
In  1884  it  built  and  occupied  a  fine  two-storj'  block 
of  its  own  on  Lincoln  Avenue.  In  November,  1887, 
the  civil  suit  to  test  the  legality  of  taxing  the  prop- 
erty of  benevolent  associations  was  brought  by  this 
lodge  before  Judge  Gaslin.  The  judge  decided  that 
the  rooms  leased  for  business  purposes  were  under 
the  law  taxable  propert3-,  while  the  lodge  rooms 
were  exempt. 

Hastings  Lodge  No.  28,  K.  of  P. ,  is  the  pioneer 
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of  Pythianlsm  in  this  section  of  Nebraslca.  AI- 
tliougla  it  was  established  here  when  the  JIasons  and 
Oddfellows  had  obtained  all  the  prestige  of  numbers 
and  experience  in  work,  Lodge  No.  28  won  popu- 
larity promptlj',  and  is  to-day  one  of  the  most  im- 
portant local  organizations  in  the  State.  There  are 
now  (January,  1800)  120  members  reported,  among 
whom  are  the  followfng  named  officials:  A.  J.  Nowlan, 

C.  C. ;  E.  N.  Thacker,  Y.  C. ;  Chris  Hoeppner,  P. ; 
W.  W.  Johnson,  K.  of  R.  and  S. ;  A.  T.  Bratton, 
M.  A.;  L.  B.  Partridge,  M.  of  E. ;  J.  L.  Kehm,  M. 
of  F. 

Teutonia  Lodge  No.  55,  K.  of  P. ,  was  organized 
July  1,  1886,  by.  John  M.  Dugan,  with  L.  Hahn, 
P.  G.  C;  S.  Schwaibold,  G.  C. ;  Samuel  Hirsch,  V. 
G.  C;  Otto  Arnold,  P. ;  Dr.  F.  Naulteus,  Treas. ; 
John  H.  Yager,  0.  G. ,  and  F.  Brenningsen,  I.  G. 
The  members  formerly  belonged  to  Hastings  Lodge 
No.  28,  but  detached  themselves,  owing  to  a  desire 
to  have  an  exclusive  German  lodge. 

Uniform  Rank  No.  4,  K.  of  P.,  was  instituted 
May  21,  1885,  with  the  following  named  members: 
James  Walling,  W.  H.  Lynn,  George  Delagneau^ 
George  W.  Spicknall,  W.  A.  Dilworth,  John  M. 
Dugan,  D.  A.  Guldin,  Chris  Paulick,  Samuel  Hirsch, 
0.  H.  McNeil,  J.  H.  Clark,  B.  F.  Leed,  W.  H. 
Dodd,  R.  B.  Wahlquist,  C.  B.  Wahlquist,  R.  A. 
Boyd,  George  C.  Dade,  Frank  Stine,  W.  H.  Bald- 
win, S.  Schwaibold,  J.  E.  Gant,  M.   M.  McGrew,  J. 

D.  Craus,  W.  H.  Harvey,  D.  J.  Berry,  A.  Yeazel, 
H.  L.  Edwards,  Jacob  Thomas,  J.  C.  Williams,  J. 
F.  Ballinger,  W.  F.  Schultheis,  Francis  Naulteus, 
Alfred  Naulteus,  Charles  F.  Barly,  George  E.  Ford 
and  Frank  Barclay.  The  first  commander  was 
John  M.  Dugan.  W.  A.  Dilworth  succeeded  him; 
subsequently  Stephen  Schwaibold  was  elected,  and  in 
1888,  Ed.  N.  Thacker  was  chosen  to  fill  that 
position. 

The  first  recorder  was  George  W.  Spicknall. 
George  Delagneau  and  Chris  Hoeppner  followed,  and 
in  1889  W.  S.  McKinney  was  elected  recorder. 

The  roll  of  active  members  of  this  branch  of 
Pythianism  contains  thirty  names.  The  division  is 
credited  with  being  the  best  equipped  and  drilled  in 
Nebraska.  At  the  second  last  meeting  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  the  first  State  prize  was  awarded  to  Rank  No. 


4,  and  to  the  commander  was  given  the  prize  for 
being  the  best  drilled  captain  on  the  grounds. 

The  Pythian  sistei-hood  was  organized  in  Jlay, 
1889,  with  Mrs.  John  Han-is,  Mrs.  W.  Dilworth, 
Mrs.  George  Tjler,  Mrs.  Curt.  Alexander,  Mrs.  D. 
Guldin,  Mrs.  Ed.  Thacker,  Mrs.  S.  Schwaibold, 
Mrs.  D.  Barlass,  Mrs.  Mel.  Tennant,  Mrs.  Joe.  Wil- 
liams, Mrs.  Arthur  Allyn  and  Miss  Anna  Breed, 
officials.  The  officers  chosen  in  December,  1889, 
are  named  as  follows  in  the  order  of  rank:  Mrs.  Ed. 
Lewis,  Mrs.  W.  A.  Dilworth,  Mrs.  George  Tyler, 
Mrs.  Chris  Hoeppner,  ISIiss  Ida  Kay,  Mrs.  A.  E. 
Allyn,  Mrs.  D.  A.  Guldin,  Mrs.  E.  N.  Thacker, 
Mrs.  S.  Schwaibold,  Miss  Grace  Phillips,  Mrs.  Mel. 
Tennant,  Miss  Lena  Schwaibold. 

Hastings  Lodge  No.  43,  A.  0.  U.  W. ,  was  or- 
ganized June  11,  1884,  with  the  following  named 
members:  Dr.  H.  P.  Fitch,  Charles  Kelsey,  S.  C. 
Heacox,  E.  C.  Webster,  J.  B.  Webster,  Dr.  A.  R. 
Van  Sickle,  William  F.  Bybee,  W.  T.  J.  Comley,  F. 
C.  Mastin,  C.  K.  Lawson,  Jacob  Wooster,G.  A.  Wig- 
ton,  A.  L.  Wigton,  J.  W.  Wigton,  B.  F.  Rawalt, 
A.  H.  Brown,  M.  VanFleet  and  F.  E.  Waters. 

In  December,  1886,  F.  C.  Mastin  was  chosen  M. 
W. ;  A.  H.  Brown,  F. ;  0.  G.  Johnson,  0. ;  A.  P. 
Brown,  R. ;  L.  M.  Campbell,  Fin. ;  C.  K.  Lawson, 
R.;  L.  B.  Palmer,  G. ;  E.  E.  Todd,  0.  W. ;  A.  J. 
Millett,  I.  W. ;  A.  R.  Van  Sickle  and  H.  P.  Fitch, 
medical  examiners. 

The  officers  of  Lodge  No.  43,  in  1889,  were  Ed. 
Jones,  M.  W.;  F.  C.  Mastin,  F.;  E.  E.  Todd,  0.;  G. 
A.  Wigton,  R.;  S.  C.  Heacox,  F. ;  J.  W.  Wigton  R. ; 
J.  P.  Roberts,  G. ;  J.  W.  Fawthrop,  0.  W. ,  and  H. 
E.  Hoklas,  I.  W.  In  December,  1889,  there  were 
fift}--two  members  reported. 

A  lodge  of  I.  0.  G.  T.,  No.  223,  was  organized 
January  17,  1880,  with  135  members.  The  official 
list  is  as  follows,  the  order  of  lodge  rank  being  ob- 
served— August  Poole,  L.  M.  Tanner,  J.  E.  Rock- 
wood,  L.  B.  Palmer,  S.  P.  Tuttle,  L.  P.  Hawley,  H. 
T.  Lee,  H.  Poole,  E.  K.  Wemple,  L.  Ulmer,  H.  M. 
Poole,  E.  Parker,  S.  Hayzlett,  L.  F.  Gould  and  A. 
H.  Bowen.  In  1882  this  lodge  still  held  a  mem- 
bership of  107,  and  on  January  19  that  year  enter- 
tained the  Grand  Lodge. 

Queen  City  Lodge  No.  140,  I.  0.   G.  T.,  was  or- 
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ganized  February  20,  1886.  with  the  following  named 
officers  in  the  order  of  rank:  B.  F.  Kimball,  L.  B. 
Palmer,  John  Cawthorn,  Elsie  M.  Palmer,  Alice 
Koch,  0.  G.  Goodwin,  Cora  Gowdj',  James  Hester, 
Rose  Koch. 

In  April,  1876,  the  Hastings  Grange  456  adopted 
a  resolution  pledging  the  members  to  use  all  means 
to  discourage  intemperance. 

Hastings  Camp  No.  277,  M.  W.  A.  (Woodmen), 
was  re-organized  June  5,  1889,  with  J.  C.  Ideson, 
I.  F.  Pierce,  F.  A.  Watkins,  E.  0.  Churchill,  R. 
Stewart,  P.  A.  Stewart,  S.  J.  Weigel  and  George 
Woods.  By  the  close  of  the  j-ear  there  were  over 
sixty  memljers  enrolled.  In  January,  1890,  the 
following  named  officers  were  chosen:  Dr.  L.  F. 
Britt,  Jacob  Wooster,  Wes.  Montgomery,  George 
Wigton,  F.  VanHorn,  F.  M.  Michael,  E.  J.  Parker, 
I.  G.  S.  Cleland  and  E.  H.  Manchester. 

The  old  camp  of  Modern  Woodmen  was  organ- 
ized November  29,  1886,  with  J.  F.  Ballinger,  C; 
Wes.  Montgomery,  A.;  A.  S.  Rohrer,  C;  J.  H. 
Haney,  B.;  W.  H.  Lynn,  P.;  Fred  Renner,  W.  E. ; 
W.  S.  McKinney,  W.;  William  A.  Dilworth,  S. ; 
E.  H.  Manchester,  A.  E.  Allyn  and  W.  A.  Dil- 
worth, IMgrs. 

The  A.  O.  H.  (Ancient  Order  of  Hibernians)  is 
a  strong  organization  here. 

The  G.  A.  R.  Post  of  Hastings  is  gi\-en  in  the 
militarj'  chapter.  Silas  A.  Strickland  W.  R.  C. , 
No.  9,  was  organized  February  23,  1884,  with  Mrs. 
E.  0.  Dilworth,  Pres. ;  Mrs.  Julia  S.  Bowen,  V.  P. ; 
Mrs.  :\Iary  L.  Garison,  J.  V.  P.;  Mrs.  Jane  Har- 
loi'ckcr.  Sec;  Mrs.  Agnes  A.  Hard,  Treas. ;  Mrs. 
Katie  .liuld.  Chap.;  Mrs.  Emily  Stoelting,  Con.  and 
Mrs.  Mary  Gould,- G. 

The  officers  of  the  W.  R.  C.  installed  in  Janu- 
ary, 1886,  were  Mrs.  A.  D.  Taggart,  Pres. ;  Mrs. 
B.  F.  Smith,  Angle  Holman,  Mrs.  H.  Zimmer, 
Mrs.  A.  H.  Brown,  Mrs.  C.  Dominic,  Mrs.  A. 
Boyd,  Mrs.  A.  A.  Adams,  Mrs.  Calahan  and  Mrs. 
J.  E.  Hutchinson,  in  the  order  of  rank.  On  Decem- 
ber 12,  1889,  the  following  named  officers  were 
chosen:  Mrs.  A.  H.  Brown,  Pres.;  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Boyd,  Mrs.  I.  W.  Cramer,  Mrs.  J.  T.  Dowd,  Mrs. 
Jane  Doty,  Mrs.  P.  Dalby,  Mrs.  C.  Dominic,  Mrs. 
Gouldsbury,  Mrs.  Will  Dilworth,  Mrs.  F.  Dalb}'  and 


Mrs.  Jane  Doty;  Miss  Delia  Brown.  Mrs.  D.  M. 
Leland  and  Mrs.  Dr.  Howard,  alternates  to  depart- 
ment convention. 

Strickland  Camp  No.  20,  Sons  of  Veterans,  was 
organized  at  Hastings,  January  8,  1887,  with  L.  C. 
Bartlett,  Capt. ;  C.  Burggraf  and  C.  A.  Gardner, 
Lieuts. ;  R.  A.  Bruce  and  A.  H.  Bowen,  Jr. , 
Sergts. ;  Ross  Dalby,  Chap.;  W.  Yager,  Col.  Sergt.; 
J.  B.  Koch,  Joe  Alexander,  H.  K.  Snively,  J.  M. 
Boyd,  J.  V.  Snively,  E.  Carkins  and  F.  C.  Bassett, 
junior  officers. 

In  November,  1889,  W.  C.  Faye,  of  Chicago, 
district  president  of  the  Patriotic  Order  Sons  of 
America,  visited  Hastings  with  the  object  of  organ- 
izing a  camp  and  making  Hastings  the  head-quarters 
of  the  order  for  five  western  States.  Whether  defeat 
or  success  waited  on  his  proposition  is  unknown. 

The  Union  Club  of  Hastings  was  organized  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1889,  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a 
social  business  club,  reading  rooms,  recreation 
rooms,  and  particularly,  for  the  promotion  of  the 
business  interests  of  Hastings.  The  capital  stock 
was  placed  at  $2,500,  divided  into  250  shares  of 
$10  each,  and  the  fifth  article  provided  for  com- 
mencing business  on  February  15,  1889.  The  con- 
stitution of  this  organization  bears  108  signatures. 
As  the  present  list  of  membership  encloses  nearly 
all  the  best  citizens,  it  is  given  as  follows  vice  the 
list  of  charter  members:  A.  E.  Allyn,  M.  L.  Alex- 
ander, F.  J.  Benedict,  R.  A.  Barr,  William  R.  Bur- 
ton, H.  Bostwick,  A.  T.  Boston,  W.  E.  Barnes,  J. 
F.  Ballinger,  D.  L.  Barlass,  F.  C.  Babcock,  A.  F. 
Bratton,  B.  Brown,  E.  J.  Bloom,  B.  Bernhardt,  A. 
L.  Clarke,  J.   A.  Casto,  J.  Cherry,  J.  Conoughy,  J. 

D.  Crosthwait,  J.  B.  Cessna,  L.  J.  Capps,  W.  A. 
Chapman,  B.  Cramer,  Archie  S.  Campbell,  C.  J. 
Dilworth,  W.  A.  Dilworth,  B.  F.  Denham,  C.  H. 
Deitrich,  J.  B.  Dallas,  W.  H.  Dillon,  W.  M.  Dutton, 
George  Douglass.  W.  W.  Dwight,  W.  C.  Donaghy, 
N.  F.  Damron,  M.  L.  Elsemore,  G.  J.  Evans,  H. 
L.  Edwards,  D.  T.  Evans,  W.   L.   Elledge,  Thomas 

E.  Farrell,  A.  H.  Farrens,  W.  J.  Falk,  J.  M.  Fergu- 
son, F.  H.  Firmin,  H.  A.  Fyler,  L.  H.  Guernsey, 
J.  E.  Gant,  H.  C.  Haverly,  0.  B.  Hewett,  Thomas 
C.  Hurst,  C.  E.  Higinbotham,  J.  C.  Ideson,  W.  W. 
Johnson,  George  B.   Johnson,  J.  C.  Kuney,  George 
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A.  Kent,  H.  B.  Knowlton,  J.  C.  Kay,  Ezra  Lan- 
gevin,  J.  N.  Lj-mau,  W.  M.  Lowman,  W.  H.  Lynn, 
C.  K.  Lawson,  J.  J.  Lyon,  W.  P.  McCleary,  J. 
Musselmau,  W.  A.  MeKey,  Eil.  E.  Merritt,  J.  D. 
Mines,  W.  L.  MarshaR,  F.  C.  Mastin,  J.  H.  MiUer, 
G.  H.  McLaughlin,  S.  J.  Mattocks,  A.  J.  Nowlan, 
0.  ORver,  G.  H.  Pratt,  F.  L.  Pearl,  C.  H.  Paul,  J. 
W.  Pickens,  W.  H.  Payne,  P.  H.  Passey,  L.  B. 
Partridge,  J.  D.  Riley,  J.  F.  Riley,  S.  P.  Rounds, 
U.  S.  Rohrer,  E.  H.  Reed,  C.  L.  Rose,  J.  C. 
Stevens,  H.  E.  Schaufelberger,  0.  G.  Smith,  C.  L. 
Stone,  Nate  Stone,  J.  R.  Sims,  W.  B.  Sheldon,  S. 
M.  Thompson,  George  B.  Tyler,  O.  D.  Thatcher, 
M.  F.  Trich,  A.  R.  Van  Sickle,  M.  \im  Vlect,  W. 
M.  Vastine,  A.  Veith,  R.  B.  Wahlquist,  E.  C. 
Webster,  J.  W.  Wigton,  George  F.  Wilkin,  C.  M. 
Weiss,  J.  C.  Williams,  George  Wood  and  C.  B. 
Wahlquist. 

On  February  15,  1889,  Messrs.  Elsemore,  Riley 
and  Webster  were  appointed  a  committee  to  obtain 
signatures  to  articles  of  association.  G.  J.  Evans, 
J.  W.  Pickens,  M.  L.  Elsemore,  T.  J.  Benedict,  R. 
A.  Barr,  J.  A.  Casto,  J.  D.  Riley,  W.  H.  Lynn 
and  E.  C.  Webster  were  chosen  directors.  Three 
days  later  F.  J.  Benedict  was  chosen  president;  G. 
J.  Evans,  vice-president;  John  Riley,  treasurer,  and 
J.  W.  Pickens,  secretary.  Messrs.  Casto,  Lynn 
and  Webster  were  appointed  auditors.  In  June  the 
presept  club-rooms  were  rented,  furnished  and  dedi- 
cated. 

The  Bachelors'  Club  of  Hastings,  organized  in 
November,  1881,  with  forty  members,  adopted  the 
motto,  Carj>e  diem.  The  president  was  W.  H.  Lan- 
nmg;  the  vice-president,  R.  A.  Batty;  secretary,  G. 
J.  Evans,  and  treasurer,  E.  Steinau. 

The  Germania  Club  was  organized  in  September, 
1885,  with  William  Breed,  president;  A.  S.  Yetter, 
vice-president;  John  G.  Burkhardt,  seeretaiy;  Leo- 
pold Hahn,  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  Padee,  Schwai- 
bold  and  Landman,  trustees.  Liberal  Hall  was 
leased  by  the  Germania  Society  in  January,  1886, 
and  named  Germania  Hall. 

The  Repuljlican  Valley  and  Central  Nebraska  St. 
Andrew's  Society  held  the  third  annual  meeting  at 
the  Lepin  House  in  December,  1883.  H.  Steven- 
son, of  Inavale,  was  chosen  president;  John  Allan, 


of  Grand  Island,  V.  P. ;  Peter  Fowlie,  of  Hastings, 
Sec;  A.  Richmond,  Treas. ;  Dr.  Cook,  Phys. ;  John 
Jackson,  P. ;  Andrew  Cosh,  of  Grand  Island;  G.  A. 
Kent,  of  Hastings;  James  Ewing,  of  Wood  River, 
and  John  Mitchell,  of  Riverton,  directors. 

Camp  No.  1,  Patriotic  Sons  of  America,  was  or- 
ganized January  9,  1890,  with  thirty  members. 
The  first  officers  were  T.  M.  Clark,  Past  Pres. ;  F. 
C.  Mastin,  Pres.;  R.  J.  Irwin,  V.  P.;  C.  L.  Wat. 
kins.  Sec;  Joseph  James,  M.  F. ;  H.  G.  Knights, 
C.  of  C;  R.  C.  Corey,  Treas.;  J.  M.  Houseman, 
S.  E. 

The  Hastings  Lyceum,  temporarily  organized  in 
the  winter  of  1872-73,  perfected  organization  in  No- 
vember, 1874,  Thomas  E.  Farrell  presiding.  The 
election  of  officers  resulted  in  the  choice  of  W.  A. 
Smith  for  president;  Mrs.  A.  A.  White  for  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  W.  W.  Wilcox,  secretary,  and  J.  J. 
Rochford,  treasurer. 

The  Ladies  Quartette  was  organized  in  Novem- 
ber, 1889.  The  Quartette  is  composed  of  Mrs. 
William  Lowman,  Misses  Mamie  Kerr,  Freda  Wahl- 
quist and  Zora  Harlocker,  with  Miss  Helen  Officer 
as  pianist. 

The  Apollo  Club  was  organized  in  the  fall  of 
1889,  with  the  following  named  officers:  Dr. 
Waters,  president;  0.  H.  Gordon,  business  manager; 
0.  F.  Farnham,  secretary  and  treasurer;  T.  L.  Bur- 
ger, musical  director,  and  has  sixteen  active  mem- 
bers. Miss  Maria  Kerr  is  pianist,  with  Miss  Floy 
Work  as  assistant  pianist.  The  first  club  concert 
was  given  December  30,  1889.  Harrison  M.  Wild, 
the  celebrated  pianist,  and  Miss  Golda  Breedlove, 
the  leading  soprano,  made  their  first  appearance 
here,  the  Ladies'  Quartette  and  the  Apollo  Club  ap- 
pearing. 

Prof.  Rees'  orchestra  as  organized  in  December, 
1889,  comprised  John  Rees,  director  and  first  violin; 
Benjamin  Urquhart,  second  violin;  Gustav  Binderup. 
cello;  William  Rees,  bass;  Dr.  F.  C.  Babcock,  first 
clarionet;  Will  Sherard,  second  clarionet;  Charles 
Schaufelberger,  first  cornet;  H.  H.  Williams,  second 
cornet;  Fred  Taggart,  trombone;  Ben  Boyd  and 
Arlie  Gardner,  drums. 

The  female  cornet  band  is  one  of  the  latest 
musical  organizations. 
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The  Hastings  Base  Ball  AsfOciatiou  was  or- 
ganized June  23,  1880,  with  C.  H.  Paul,  presi- 
dent; John  Stabler,  vice-president;  George  T.  Wil- 
liams, secretary;  S.  D.  Tussey,  treasurer;  J.  D. 
Crosthwaite,  captain;  Edwin  Boelich,  umpire,  and 
John  Ballard,  scorer.  The  team  in  harness  at  this 
time  comprised  these  players :  Gr.  J.  Evans,*  H.  S. 
Mulford,  J.  D.  Crosthwaite,  Frank  Stine,  0.  F. 
Lambertson,  J.  J.  Cline,*  J.  A.  Dallas,*  E.  Hersey 
and  Frank  Miner.  The  Hastings  Base  Ball  club 
was  admitted  to  membership  in  the  Western  League 
February  1,  1886,  the  certificate  being  issued  by  E. 
E.  Murphy. 

Two  lawn  tennis  clubs  are  in  existence.  The 
Queen  Citj'  Tennis  club  has  three  excellent  courts  in 
the  vacant  block  south  of  the  high  school  building. 
The  Outing  Club  has  two  courts  at  the  Athletic 
grounds  near  the  college.  Among  those  men  whose 
expertness  has  placed  them  in  the  front  rank,  are  O. 
G.  Smith,  G.  H.  Pratt,  H.  W.  Main,  S.  J.  Ma1> 
tocks,  Bedford  Krown,  Frank  Pearl,  P.  L.  John- 
son, Harry  Armfield,  J.  B.  McLaughlin,  Charles 
Heartwell,  Thomas  Frahm,  Harry  Dungan,  0.  H. 
Gordon,  Frank  Babcock,  0.  Oliver  and  George  Wil- 
kins.  Among  the  ladies  may  be  named  Mrs.  H.  W. 
Main,  Mrs.  0.  Oliver,  Mrs.  O.  G.  Smith,  Mrs. 
George  Pratt,  Misses  Mattie  Johnson,  Helen  Officer, 
Addie  and  Fannie  Shedd  and  Ada  Nowlan. 

The  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  was  or- 
ganized May  12,  1881,  with  the  following  named 
members:  J.  B.  Heartwell,  L.  M.  Campbell,  Kev. 
D.  S.  Schaff,  0.  B.  Hewitt,  John  Reese,  J.  W.  Wig- 
ton,  George  Wigton,  W.  Snook,  L.  A.  Royce,  Doris 
Lowman,  A.  P.  Green,  L.  B.  Palmer,  Rev.  J.  D. 
Stewart,  George  F.  Work,  W.  E.  Ullmer,  E.  C. 
Webster,  Frank  Haynes,  N.  V.  Stine,  E.  B.  Steven- 
son, A.  L.  Work,  J.  J.  Wemple,  W.  F.  J.  Comley, 
D.  P.  Grew,  C.  J.  Work,  0.  C.  Hubble,  L.  H.  Felt, 
Samuel  Alexander,  C.  J.  Doris,  A.  Anderson,  C.  F. 
Royce,  Rev.  J.  H.  Nise,  W.  Bates,  George  B.  John- 
son and  William  Brock. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  building  was  dedicated  Novem- 
ber 13,  1885.  The  house  cost  $5,000,  and  was 
built  under  direction  of  Samuel  Alexander,  George 
P.  Work  and  L.  M.  Campbell.     It  is  the  first  build- 


ing erected  in  the  State  exclusively  for  Association 
pui'poses.  Here,  on  November  20,  that  year,  a  con- 
vention of  the  State  Association  assembled.  The 
building  was  exchanged  in  1889  for  the  old  Presby- 
terian Church  house. 

The  presidents  of  the  Association  are  named  as 
follows:  J.  B.  Heartwell,  1881;  0.  C.  Hubble, 
1882-83;  George  F.  Work,  1884-85;  L.  B.  Palmer, 
1886-87;  G.  M.  Gillan,  1888,  succeeded  shortly  by  D. 
W.  Palmer.  Mr.  Palmer  was  chosen  in  1889,  and 
is  the  present  president.  The  general  secretary 
serving  in  1885  for  six  months  was  Mr.  Baker;  O. 
F.  Purdy  and  C.  L.  Kirk,  in  1886,  each  for  six 
months;  Charles  Kelsej',  for  a  short  time.  In  Feli- 
ruary,  1887,  J.  L.  Ogden  was  elected,  and  is  the 
present  secretary.  The  present  number  of  members 
is  147. 

The  Benevolent  Union  was  organized  April  24, 
1885,  with  a  capital  of  $100,000.  D.  M.  McEl- 
Henney  was  president;  Charles  H.  Deitrich,  vice- 
president;  A.  L.  Wigton,  secretary;  Samuel  Alex- 
ander, treasurer;  Dr.  L.  Lodd,  treasurer,  and  J.  A. 
Casto,  attorney.  The  board  of  directors  comprised 
A.  H.  Cramer,  M.  L.  Alexander,  Jacob  Fisher, 
Thomas  E.  Farrell  and  the  first  named  officers. 

The  Benevolent  Union  Life  Insurance  Company, 
of  Hastings,  was  organized  in  April,  1885.  During 
the  first  years  $1,250,000  insurance  was  taken,  at  a 
cost  of  $2  per  $1,000. 

The  Hastings  Typographical  Union  was  presided 
over  in  1889  by  R.  E.  Rrown,  with  Ed.  N.  Thacker, 
V.  P. ;  J.  H.  Bassett,  Rec. ;  J.  W.  L.  Miller,  F.  S. ; 
F.  F.  Palmer,  Treas. ,  and  Charles  H.  Taylor,  S.  at 
A.  The  executive  committee  composed  S.  W.  Mc- 
Atee,  F.  W.  Cooley  and  T.  F.  Sturgess.. 

The  Gazette- Journal  Band,  as  constituted  in  1889, 
was  under  the  leadership  of  Prof.  F.  W.  White.  J. 
W.  Wigton  was  treasurer;  J.  H.  Bassett,  secretar}'; 
Messrs.  McElroy,  Wigton  and  Thacker,  executive 
committee.  The  members  of  the  band  were  G.  B. 
McElroy,  Al.  Boyd,  F.  W.  Cooley,  John  Beardsley, 
C.  F.  Royce,  S.  W.  McAtee,  J.  H.  Bassett,  T.  F. 
Sturgess,  George  C.  Hensman,  Fred  Taggart,  J.  W. 
Wigton,  Ed.  N.  Thacker,  B.  H.  Bowen,  D.  T. 
Evans,  Samuel  Payne  and  C.  H.  Taylor. 

The  Hastings  Auxiliary  Society'  qi  the  Home  for 


HISTORY   OF    NEBRASKA. 


the  Friendless  completed  organization  in  May,  1885, 
with  Mrs.  0.  B.  Hewett,  president;  Mesdames  J.  C. 
Webber,  L.  Lamer,  A.  J.  Millett  and  E.  H.  Reed, 
vice-presidents;  Mrs.  M.  M.  Blichael,  correspondent; 
Mrs.  J.  D.  Stewart,  recorder,  and  Mesdames  J.  A. 
Gallagher,  J.  P.  Todd,  H.  P.  Fitch,  N.  C.  Baxter 
and  Orrin  Thatcher,  directors. 

A  society  to  help  boys  was  organized  in  August, 
1886,  with  Mrs.  C.  J.  Todd,  president;  Mrs.  H.  L. 
Edwards,  vice-president;  Mrs.  Clemens,  secretary; 
Mrs.  A.  E.  Allyn,  recorder,  and  Mrs.  M.  L.  Averill, 
treasurer. 

The  Hastings  Hospital  Association,  organized 
during  the  winter  of  1887-88,  elected  trustees  in 
January  of  the  latter  year.  The  members  of  the 
society  included  Mesdames  J.  M.  Ragan,  A.  D.  Yo- 
cum,  Gillman,  Douthett,  Tomlinsou,  Nowlan,  Bost^ 
wick,  Oliver,  H.  C.  Oliver,  Fyler,  Pratt,  Firmin, 
Campbell,  Kirby, 'Fuller,  Benedict,  Cronkhite,  Hal- 
derman,  Frahm,  HoUingsworth,  Rice,  Lumbard, 
Main,  Burger,  G.  Burger,  Smith,  McDonald,  Wing, 
Tussey,  Webster,  Barnes,  McKinney,  Brown,  Hol- 
man,  Cessna,  Rose,  Stone,  Lepin,  Stern,  Fisher, 
Lindsay,  Sims,  Schwaibold,  Unna,  Leland,  Hirsch, 
Edwards,  Dilworth,  E.  0.  Dilworth,  F.  M.  Lyman, 
Shedd,  Loeb,  Clarke,  Hartwell,  Phillips,  Pearl, 
Lanning,  Reed,  Farrell,  J.  De  Roeher,  Miss  M. 
Jones,  Messrs.  Clyde,  Sewell,  Kerr,  Kent,  Hamp- 
shire and  Cameron. 

The  board  of  managers  for  1890  consists  of  the 
following:  Mesdames  Stone,  Bostwick,  Reed,  Barr, 
Ragan,  Frahm,  Kirby,  Smith,  Shedd,  Pearl,  Moriar- 
ity.  Main,  Loeb,  Rosenfeld,  Fuller  and  Miss  Mar- 
geret  Jones.  The  following  officers  for  the  year 
were  elected  in  January:  Mrs.  J.  M.  Ragan,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  W.  H.  Main,  vice-president;  Mrs.  O.  G. 
Smith,  secretary;  Mrs.  Glaus  Frahm,  treasurer. 

The  Hastings  Trotting  Association  was  organ- 
ized iu  February,  1886,  with  C.  K.  Lawson,  presi- 
dent; Leopold  Hahu,  vice-president;  A.  L.  Clarke, 
treasurer;  F.  J.  Benedict,  S.  J.  Weigle  and  L. 
Hahn,  executive  committee. 

The  Hastings  Driving  Park  Association  was  or- 
ganized December  12,  1889.  A  temporary  organ- 
ization was  effected  by  the  election  of  A.  L.  Clarke, 
president;  W.    P.    McCreary,    secretary,   and  Fred 


Blake,  treasurer.  It  was  agreed  to  organize  with 
a  capital  stock  of  $5,000,  with  the  privilege  of 
increasing  it  to  $10,000,  if  necessary.  The  stock  is 
to  be  divided  into  shares  of  $25  each.  The  object 
of  this  organization  is  to  construct  a  mile  track, 
erect  the  necessary  buildings,  aud  then  foster  the 
growing  of  thoroughbred  horses. 

The  Hastings  Cemetery  Association  was  organ- 
ized January  19,  1886,  and  the '  following  named 
trustees  elected:  0.  B.  Hewett,  A.  L.  Clarke,  S. 
Alexander,  Davis  Lowman,  F.  H.  Firmin,  T.  E. 
Farrell,  Jacob  Fisher,  D.  M.  McElHinney  and  J.  B. 
Heartwell.     The  clerk  appointed  was  S.  Alexander. 

The  Mt.  Sinai  Cemetery  Association  was  organ- 
ized January  24,  1886,  with  J.  C.  Rosenfeld,  presi- 
dent; Emanuel  Fist,  vice-president;  J.  Mitchell,  sec- 
retary; 31.  Stern,  treasurer;  Aaron  May,  L.  Stone 
and  Samuel  Hirsch,  trustees. 

The  solid  brick  and  stone  business  blocks  which 
have  been  partially  or  wholly  completed  in  Hastings 
during  the  year  ending  March,  1888,  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows,  the  property  of  those  persons 
or  corporations  named:  J.  W.  Davis'  block, 
$35,000;  Weingart  block,  $28,000;  Stern  block, 
$7,000;  Hastings  Building  Association,  $20,000; 
Mrs.  Mow,  $10,000;  Bostwick,  Shellak  aud  Cramer 
block,  $36,000;  J.  F.  Ballinger,  $3,500;  Mrs.  Lee, 
$3,500;  Mr.  Fawthrop,  $3,500;  Electric  Light  build- 
ing, $4,000;  Jacob  Wooster,  $1,500:  Lincoln 
Avenue  Building  Association,  $40,000;  Enterprise 
Building  Association;  $40,000;  Henry  Shedd  and  C. 
L.  Jones,  $20,000;  A.  W.  Binderup  &  Dyer  Bros., 
$16,000;  S.  C.  Dilley,  $7,500;  Natatorium,  $5,000; 
new  High  School  building,  $25,500;  street  car 
stables,  $3,500;  Masonic  Temple,  $30,000;  West 
ward  school  building,  $18,000;  addition  to  South 
ward  school  building,  $5,000;  J.  E.  Gant's  "Ter- 
race Row,"  $25,000;  total  for  brick  buildings, 
$354,000.  The  general  improvements  comprise: 
For  residences,  $500,000;  for  improvements  on 
residences,  $125,000;  city  water  works,  $85,000; 
for  water  works  in  private  residences,  $28,000;  for 
lumber  for  culverts  and  crossings,  $1,500;  for 
bridges  and  culverts,  $5,795;  labor  on  streets,  grad- 
ing, etc.,  $3,204;  electric  light  plant,  $20,000;  side- 
walks,   $3,100;    street   car   lines   and   equipments. 
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$100,000;  improvements  on  gas  works  and  exten- 
sion of  gas  mains,  $12,000;  Chicago  &  Northwestern, 
new  track,  depot,  switches,  etc.,  $150,000;  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  Raih-oad,  new  switches,  sheds,  etc., 
$75,000;  total  general  improvements,  $1,105,596. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  asylum  for  the  incur- 
able insane,  the  court  house  and  the  convent  of  the 
Sisters  of  the  Visitation  are  the  great  buildings  of 
1889 — the  greatest  in  Nebraska  outside  of  Omaha 
and  Lincoln. 

In  the  original  bill  of  appropriation  for  the  State 
Insane  As3lum  at  Hastings  in  1887  a  mistake  of 
$74,925  was  made  in  engrossing  it.  The  bill  as 
passed  showed  only  $75  as  the  total  appropriation. 
Of  course,  the  error  was  corrected  at  the  next  ses- 


sion, and  the  work  of  building  entered  upon.  The 
first  occupation  of  the  asj'lum  was  made  August  1 , 
1889,  when  fort}'  incurable  insane  were  brought 
hither  from  Lincoln.  The  officers  of  the  institution 
are  Dr.  M.  W.  Stone,  superintendent;  Dr.  F.  F. 
Test,  hospital  physician;  J.  W.  Liveringhouse, 
steward;  Mrs.  Helen  Slater,  matron,  and  H.  O. 
Beatty,  accountant.  The  building  was  designed  by 
C.  C.  Rittenhouse,  is  of  three  stories  112x176,  with 
wings  156  feet  each.  There  are  now  131  patients 
in  the  institution.  The  officials  have  proven  them- 
selves well  worthy  of  their  responsible  positions,  and 
all  that  can  be  criticised  is  the  poor  material  used  in 
the  construction  of  the  building.  Already  several 
repairs  have  been  made,  and  many  more  are  needed. 
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CHAPTER  XVIII, 


Towns  Outside  op  Hastings— Juniata's   History— As   the   Old   County   Seat— Development— Present  In- 
TEitESTS— Representative    Citizens— Sketch  of   Kenesaw  and  Vicinity— Its  Founding    and  Subse- 
quent Growth— Some  First  Things— Ayr  Village— Hansen— Millington—Roseland— May- 
flower— HoLSTEiN — Other  Centers  of  Commercial  Note — Inland — Ludlow. 

The  constant  tenor  of  their  well-spent  days 
No  less  deserved  a  just  return  of  praise. — Pope. 


T  .Juniata  was  established 
tho  first  village  within 
\(lams  County.  It  is  true 
111  it  Inland  was  surveyed 
In  tore  Juniata;  but  the 
j)lat  was  vacated  and  the 
^  "!*;'  name  given  to  another  tract 
ot  pumic  in  Clxy  County,  leaving  the 
fiist  seat  of  justice  the  honor  of  being 
the  ijioneei  of  Adams  Count}'  villages. 
K.iilj  in  1871  a  number  of  citizens 
of  Michig.in  immigrated  to  this  point 
on  the  suiTuestion  of  Samuel  L.  Bras° 
and  A  II  Bow  en.  Within  a  few  months 
about  100  families,  some  of  whom  were 
pioneeis  of  Miciiigan,  came  in.  The  conditions 
which  marked  their  early  life  amid  the  oak  open- 
ings or  pine  woods  of  the  fair  peninsula  were  not 
found  here.  The  beautiful  prairie  w:iited  for  its  de- 
velopment by  them.  The  great  animals,  which 
hitherto  roamed  at  will,  appeared  singlj-  or  in  groups 
to  look  with  surprise  on  the  latest  addition  to  the 
invaders,  an''  the  Indians  came  hither  to  view  them 
and  ponder  on  the  change.  John  and  Isaac  Stark 
and  Titus  and  C.  C.  Babeock  entered  the  section 
which  was  surveyed  into  lots,  as  shown  in  the  chap- 
ter on  the  settlement  of  the  county. 

The  town  of  Juniata  was   surveyed  and  platted 
in   November,  1871,   for  Charles  F.  Morse,  bv  Aii- 


selmo  B.  Smith,  surveyor,  on  a  part  of  the  east  half 
of  northeast  quarter,  and  a  part  of  the  east  half  of 
southwest  quarter,  and  the  west  part  of  the  southeast 
quarter,  and  the  west  part  of  the  northeast  quarter  of 
Section  12,  Township  7,  Range  11,  embracing  322^ 
acres.  South  Street  forms  the  south  line  of  the 
town,  with  streets  First  to  Tenth  inclusive  running 
parallel.  South  and  North  Depot  Streets  along  tho 
railroad,  and  Eleventh,  Twelfth  and  Thirteenth 
Streets  running  due  east  and  west,  north  of  railroad. 
The  avenues  running  north  and  south,  beginning 
160  feet  east  of  west  line  of  survey,  are  named  Re- 
publican, Platte,  Blue,  Juniata,  Adams,  Bo  wen  and 
Brass.  Immediately  after  this  survey  John  J\I. 
Jacobson  had  his  hotel  and  store  building  erected, 
and  early  in  1872  C.  R. -Jones  opened  the  second 
store.  In  January,  1872 ,  the  Adams  Count}'  Gazette 
was  founded  by  the  Babcocks;  in  July  a  Baptist 
Society  was  organized  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Babeock;  the 
railroad  was  formerly  opened,  and  about  this  time 
the  general  store  of  W.  Birdsall  and  Frank  Mitchell , 
the  drug  store  of  Nathan  Platte  and  the  lumber  yard 
of  W.  L.  Van  Alstjne  were  established.  In  Decem- 
ber the  village  was  declared  the  countj-  seat.  By 
the  spring  of  1872  a  small  school  building  was  in 
existence,  and  by  the  beginning  of  November  the 
village  comprised  fifteen  houses,  inhabited  by  fifty 
persons.  The  school  building  was  completed  this 
year,  at  a  cost  of  $3,500,  and  a  Methodist  society 
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was  organized  by  Elder  Crane.  Early  in  1873  the 
grocery  business  of  A.  V.  Cole  was  established.  Ira 
G.  Dillon's  store  was  opened  in  August,  and  S.  J. 
Shirley's  restaui-ant  in  November.  A  3Iasonic  lodge 
was  chartered  in  July,  and  three  months  later  a 
Congregational  society  was  organized  by  Rev.  M. 
P.  Platte.  Early  in  1874  D.  H.  Freeman  opened  a 
lumber  j-ard  for  the  Cox's  of  Hastings,  and  a  wagon 
shop  was  established  by  Jacob  Swift. 

In  April,  1872,  Titus  Babcock  was  appointed 
postmaster,  at  $1  per  month.  In  1881  William 
Knickerbocker  was  appointed,  but  held  the  office  for 
only  one  month,  when  S.  J.  Shirley  was  commis- 
sioned. In  1879  the  receipts  of  the  office  were  esti- 
mati'd  at  $14,783.70.  Samuel  L.  Brass  succeeded 
Ml-.  Shirley,  and  in  December,  1889,  D.  V.  Stephens 
succeeded  Mr.  Brass. 

In  August,  1878,  the  Ira  C.  Dillon  elevator  was 
erected.  The  year  1879  witnessed  great  activity  in 
litiildiiig  in  Juniata;  improvements  aggregating 
.':<7.'i.o()0  were  added  to  the  town.  Among  other 
oditiees  was  a  business  block  erected  b^'  William  B. 
Thorne,  at  a  cost  of  $15,000.  P.  B.  Hungerford, 
P.  W.  Warner,  Ray  L.  Pomeroy,  R.  S.  Langley,  H. 
Barth,  Samuel  Dodge,  Rev.  J.  W.  Dobbs,  Rev. 
H.  A.  Guild,  Mr.  Lombard  and  Mr.  Light  had  res- 
idences erected;  that  of  Ira  G.  Dillon  cost  $1 ,575. 
Dwellings  were  also  built  for  William  Twidale,  D. 
H.  Freeman,  E.  Moore,  James  Laird,  A.  V.  Cole 
and  many  others.  In  the  vicinity  much  land  was 
lirokeu  and  improved,  and  manj-  country  houses 
erected. 

On  February  27,  1880,  Juniata  was  threatened 
with  a  conflagration.  A  fire  broke  out  in  the  barn 
of  E.  M.  Allen,  but  it  was  finally  gotten  under  con- 
trol by  using  a  large  quantity  of  salt  secured  from 
the  stores  of  A.  V.  Cole  and  W.  E.  Sewell  &  Co. 
The  loss  was  some  $15,000. 

In  1881-82  the  business  circle  of  Juniata  com- 
prised A.  V.  Cole,  W.  D.  Sewell,  J.  H.  Freeman 
and  W.  H.  Burr,  general  merchants;  W.  B.  Gush- 
ing, grocer;  H.  E.  Wells  and  Edward  Moore,  drug- 
gists; L.  F.  Picard  and  L.  B.  Thorne,  hardware 
merchants. 

The  Juniata  fire  of  January  29,  1883,  destroyed 
property  valued  at  $25,000.     A.    V.   Cole,  H.   E. 


Wells,  Mr.  Sewell,  John  T.  Hill,  Adams  &  Miles, 
Adams  Company  building,  A.  T.  Showen,  Wil- 
liam Twidale  and  Company  F.  militia  were  among 
the  losers. 

Juniata  in  1883-84  saw  the  burned  district  re- 
covered with  substantial  brick  buildings,  and  old 
business  houses  in  a  prosperous  condition.  D.  H. 
Freeman,  dealer  in  clothing  and  dry-goods,  was 
located  in  a  new  brick  block.  Fred  Francis  was 
publisher  of  the  Herald;  S.  J.  Shirley,  postmaster; 
Kelly  &  Hogg,  druggists;  C.  R.  Jones,  George  T. 
Brown  and  H.  P.  Stock,  bankers;  W.  B.  Gushing, 
grocer;  Allen  &  Kettle,  hardware;  James  Newell, 
dealer  in  agricultural  implements;  W^illiam  Twidale, 
meat  dealer;  H.  E.  Wells,  druggist  in  the  new  block; 
Mrs.  M.  E.  Keelor,  milliner;  John  T.  Hill  and  Ad. 
Miles,  proprietors  of  ,the  only  saloon;  J.  M.  Sewell 
and  Ira  G.  Dillon,  grain  buyers  and  dealers  in  agri- 
cultural implements;  R.  L.  VanBuskirk  of  the 
Commercial  House;  George  W.  Garter's  Central  din- 
ing hall;  S.  W.  Clarke,  owner  of  Juniata  mills;  Wal- 
ker &  Watkins'  livery;  0.  M.  Lombard,  blacksmith; 
Frank  Wilson  &  Brothers,  livery  near  depot;  James 
Beach,  meat  dealer;  A.  J.  Neimeyer,  lumber  mer- 
chants; F.  Waldon,  harness  dealer;  L.  F.  Picard, 
hardware  merchant;  Ed.  Fowler,  jeweler;  Jackson, 
shoemaker;  Richard  Dailj^,  blacksmith;  R.  G.  Ful- 
ford,  painter;  F.  M.  Anderson,  wagon-maker;  G. 
O.  Angell,  furniture  dealer:  0.  R.  Palmer,  drayman; 
M.  N.  Parmalee,  express  agent,  succeeded  shortly 
after  by  George  A.  Brass;  William  Spade  and  Will- 
liam  Winters,  builders;  Rev.  J.  W.  Smith  (now  a 
physician),  Methodist  preacher;  0.  A.  Buzzell,  Bap- 
tist preacher;  A.  N.  Cole,  real  estate  dealer,  and 
captain  Go.  F. ,  N.  G.;  W.  G.  Beall,  lawyer;  Dr.  Em- 
ma Watkins  and  Dr.  W.  Ackley,  were  the  physi- 
cians. A  lodge  of  Masons,  I.  0.  O.  F.,  L  0.  G.  T. 
and  G.  A.  R.,  were  in  existence.  The  large  school 
building  was  completed  in  1885,  by  Abram  &  Sav- 
ery,  and  Kelly's  brick  block  commenced. 

The  village  of  Juniata  was  incorporated  June  15, 
1880,  on  petition  of  sixty -four  resident  tax-payers. 
Ira  G,  Dillon,  S.  L.  Brass,  H.  E.  Wells,  E.  M. 
Allen  and  L.  F.  Picard  were  named  as  trustees.  On 
January  15,  1880,  a  temporary  organization  was  ef- 
fected with  the  trustees  named  above,  and  Charles 
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Kilbuni,    secretary.      The    same    organization   con- 
tinued until   1881. 

On  May  5,  1881,  Village  Clerk  Kilburn  reported 
a  reyenue  to  date  of  $441.50  and  an  expenditure  of 
$344.70. 

In  1881  the  old  board  was  re-elected — C.  R. 
Jones,  I.  G.  Dillon,  S.  L.  Brass,  E.  M.  Allen  and  A. 
V.  Cole.  The  board  organized  with  I.  G.  Dillon, 
president;  T.  H.  Freeman,  clerk;  George  T.  Brown, 
treasurer,  and  B.   F.  Smith,  attorney. 

In  Maj',  1883,  Ira  G.  Dillon,  E.  M.  Allen,  D. 
H.  Freeman,  B.  F.  Smith  and  L.  F.  Pieard  quali- 
fied as  trustees;  G.  S.  Guild  as  clerk,  and  B.  F. 
Smith,  attorney.  In  July,  Clerk  Guild  resigned 
and  E.  F.  Walker  was  appointed.  Messrs.  Allen, 
Smith,  Pieard,  Freeman  and  W.  B.  Gushing  were 
elected  in  April,  1884,  S.  L.  Brass  was  chosen  clerk, 
and  all  re-elected  in  1885.  The  expenditures  for 
the  year  ending  May  12  amounted  to  $1,574.86, 
and  the  revenue  to  $2,700.31.  In  April,  1886, 
George  W.  Babcock,  A.  P.  Slack,  F.  M.  Anderson, 
W.  M.  Winters  and  D.  V.  Stephens  were  chosen 
trustees,  who  appointed  Ed.  F.  Fowler,  clerk.  In 
June  William  Spade  took  the  place  of  Winters.  The 
petition  of  A.  V.  Cole  and  sixty-eight  others,  ask- 
ing the  appointment  of  H.  A.  Moreland  as  marshal, 
was  received,  and  George  T.  Brown  appointed  treas- 
urer. In  July,  1886,  D.  V.  Stephens  of  the  ceme- 
terj'  committee  reported  on  the  removal  of  the  re- 
mains of  the  dead  to  potter's  field  from  a  street 
in  the  cemetery,  and  reinterment  there  in  four 
graves.  In  November,  1886,  W.  H.  Burr  was  ap- 
pointed trustee,  vice  A.  P.  Slack  resigned.  In  April, 
1887,  B.  F.  Smith,  L.  F.  Pieard,  0.  P.  Palmer,  Asa 
Neimeyer  and  E.  F.  Gettle  qualified  as  trustees.  E. 
M.  Allen  was  chosen  clerk  and  D.  R.  Ball,  marshal, 
but  H.  A.  Moreland  was  subsequently  appointed. 
In  April,  1888,  B.  F.  Smith,  Asa  Neimeyer,  G.  G. 
Vreeland,  E.  F.  Gettle,  D.  V.  Stephens  and  D.  H. 
Freeman  were  elected  trustees,  and  S.  L.  Brass, 
clerk.  H.  VanBuskirk  was  appointed  marshal. 
They  were  re-elected  in  1889,  with  the  exception  of 
D.  H.  Freeman,  who  was  replaced  by  A.  H.  Lang- 
jahr.  Messrs.  Brass  and  Brown,  clerk  and  treas- 
urer respectively,  were  re-appointed. 

The  first  school  at  Juniata  was  opened  in  a  house 


erected  for  that  purpose  (Ijy  Ira  G.  Dillon  and  E. 
M.  Allen),  by  Lizzie  Scott,  early  in  1872.  During 
that  3ear  a  school  board  was  elected — H.  H.  Ballon, 
S.  L.  Brass  and  Titus  Babcock,  trustees;  a  small 
building  was  put  up  by  E.  M.  Allen  and  I.  G.  Dil- 
lon. Subsequently  a  building  was  erected  at  a  cost 
of  $3,500. 

5Iiss  Lucy  A.  McFadden,  born  at  Ogdensburg, 
N.  Y. ,  came  to  Nebraska  in  June,  1872,  and  for 
three  j^ears  presided  over  the  graded  school  at  Har- 
vard. Subsequently  she  was  principal  of  the  Ju- 
niata school,  resigning  the  position  January  1,  1880, 
to  take  that  of  superintendent  of  schools,  to  which 
she  was  elected  and  re-elected  as  related  in  the  politi- 
cal chapter.  A.  W.  Griffith  was  principal  of  schools 
in  1880-81.  G.  G.  Sill  was  principal  in  1882.  with 
Misses  Lucy  A.  Robertson  and  Nettie  Winters, 
teachers. 

In  1884-85  Prof.  A.  E.  Compton  was  principal 
of  the  schools,  with  Miss  Nettie  Winters  in  charge 
of  the  intermediate  department,  and  Miss  Gertrude 
Smith  in  charge  of  the  primary  department;  W.  F. 
Bybee  with  the  same  assistants.  J.  H.  Albright 
succeeded  Mr.  Bybee,  and  W.  S.  Webster  succeeded 
Mr.  Albright,  with  Miss  Annie  Buzzell  in  primary. 
Miss  Elizabeth  Allen  in  the  intermediate  and  3Irs. 
Webster  in  the  grammar  department.  Mrs.  Web- 
ster gives  much  attention  to  school  aflfairs,  not  only 
at  Juniata  but  also  throughout  the  country. 

Juniata  Lodge  No.  42,  A.  F.  and  A.  M.,  was 
established  in  June,  1873,  and  meetings  were  held 
in  the  old  school  house  until  May,  1878,  when  the 
society  purchased  a  two-story  building.  The  char- 
ter was  secured  June  18,  1873,  and  accepted  by  the 
following  named  members:  Edwin  M.  Allen,  Wil- 
liam White,  William  L.  Van  Alstyne,  Ira  G.  Dillon, 
Andrew  Clute,  Rufus  H.  Crane,  Hillary  Dean, 
Marcus  C.  Lindsay,  Barney  E.  Swift,  Russell  D. 
Babcock,  Henry  Ormsbee  and  George  Kuder.  The 
masters  of  this  lodge  have  been  Edwin  M.  Allen, 
William  L.  Van  Alstyne,  Barney  E.  Swift,  Ira  G. 
Dillon,  H.  A.  Guild  and  E.  J.  Hanchett. 

Juniata  Lodge  No.  79,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  was  organ- 
ized by  charter  from  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the 
State  February  11.  1880,  with  the  following  char- 
ter  members:      Georoe    T.    Brown    S.     L.     Brass, 
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Horace  Groble,  Benjamin  F.  Smith,  Josiah  Hodges, 
Hugh  A.  Moreland,  William  Spade,  John  E.  Adams, 
James  F.  Kelley  and  N.  H.  Manzee.  Names  of 
noble  grands  in  order:  B.  F.  Smith,  H.  Goble, 
George  T.  Brown,  R.  S.  Langley,  G.  H.  Hartsough, 
B.  F.  Kellogg,  P.  B.  Hungerford,  W.  G.  Beall,  A. 
V.  Cole,  William  Spade,  H.  A.  Moreland,  F.  E. 
Kelley,  B.  F.  Smith,  0.  R.  Palmer,  S.  L.  Brass,  I. 
H.  Riekel,  J.  A.  Ferguson,  E.  G.  Angell,  D.  C. 
Kerr  and  George  E.  Mizen.  Secretaries  in  order: 
S.  L.  Brass,  R.  S.  Langley,  George  H.  Hartsough, 
P.  B.  Hungei-ford,  W.  G.  Beall,  A.  V.  Cole,  F.  E. 
Kelley,  Fred  W.  Francis,  W.  L.  Kilburn,  B.  F. 
Kellogg,  Jesse  Milliken,  B.  F.  Smith,  D.  0. 
Stephens  and  W.  A.  Slack.  The  membership  is 
thirty-six. 

Miriam  Lodge  No.  43,  Daughters  of  Rebekah, 
was  chartered  January  1,  1889,  with  Sisters  E.  G. 
Angell,  D.  C.  Kerr,  B.  F.  Smith,  M.  A.  Brass,  D. 
V.  Stephens,  A.  V.  Cole,  J.  A.  Ferguson,  Ella  H. 
Rickell,  G.  T.  Brown,  E.  H.  Macklin,  W.  A.  Slack, 
Mary  E.  Robertson,  Sophia  Palmer,  Josie  Moreland, 
and  Brothers  Moreland,  Brown,  S.  L.  Brass,  D.  V. 
Stephens,  Rickell,  Kerr,  Angell,  Slack,  Palmer, 
Macklin,  Mizen,  Ferguson  and  Smith.  The  officers 
chosen  in  November,  1889,  were  Mrs.  D.  Y. 
Stevens,  N.  G. ;  Mrs.  A.  V.  Cole,  Rec.  Sec;  Mrs. 
Cris  Hansen,  L.  Sec,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Slack,  Treas. 

White  Clover  Camp  No.  1,240,  Modern  Wood- 
men of  America,  was  organized  under  charter  No- 
vember 11,  1889,  with  the  following  members:  A. 
Y.  Cole,  E.  G.  Angell,  W.  C.  Frew,  W.  A.  Morse, 
D.  Y.  Stephens,  T.  J.  Stover,  A.  S.  Rogers,  G.  T. 
Brown  and  W.  G.  Aylsworth,  officials. 

In  the  general  history  is  given  a  sketch  and 
roster  of  the  Grand  Army  Post  at  this  point. 

The  militar}'  company  of  Juniata  was  organized 
May  12,  1878,  with  L.  J.  Shirley,  Capt. ;  E.  L. 
Dutton,  First  Lieut.;  A.  Y.  Cole,  Second  Lieut; 
George  Watkins,  First  Sergt. 

Woman's  Relief  Corps  No.  55  was  chartered 
December  12,  1888,  with  the  following  named  mem- 
bers: Mesdames  Ellen  Spade,  Fannie  A.  Swift, 
Anna  Buzzell,  Delia  C.  Gates,  Hannah  E.  Stephens, 
May  Burwell,  Susan  Oliphant,  Emma  McKelvej', 
Sabrina  Yreeland,  Nancy  E.  Ball,  Emma  Watkins, 


Augusta  Knowles,  Susan  P.  Cole,  Louisa  Konkright, 
Sarah  Smith,  Margaret  Brass,  Nancy  A.  Stephens, 
Lizzie  Ball,  Magdalena  Mohler,  Hettie  Kerr,  Belle 
Woods,  Sate  Smith,  Mary  D.  Robinson  and  Ella 
Brown. 

The  charter  was  withdrawn  from  Geary  Corps 
over  a  year  ago  by  Mrs.  Emma  JLxnchester,  past 
department  president.  The  Council  of  1888  and 
1889,  after  thorough  investigation,  had  the  charter 
restored,  thereby  reinstating  the  corps  and  restoring 
to  them  their  past  presidents  and  all  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  department — the  Council  of  1888 
and  1889  finding  no  just  cause  that  their  charter 
should  have  been  taken. 

Adjt.-Gen.  A.  Y.  Cole,  assisted  by  a  number  of 
members  of  Geary  Post,  instituted  a  camp  of  the 
Sons  of  Veterans  in  Juniata,  December  5,  1889. 
The  following  officers  were  installed  for  the  coming 
year:  Ed.  P.  Gettle,  Capt.;  George  N.  Monger, 
First  Lieut. ;  H.  L.  Sergeant,  First  Sergt. ;  Aubrey 
L.  Twidale,  Qm.  Sergt. ;  D.  M.  Ball,  Chap. ;  J.  Miles 
McCracken,  S.  of  G.;  Austin  Cole,  Col.  Sergt.; 
Will  Babcock,  C.  of  G. ;  Rufus  G.  Swift,  P.  G. 
Council,  D.  M.  Ball,  Clarence  Yreeland,  Ed.  Hub- 
bard. As  the  Herald  suggested  some  weeks  before, 
the  Camp  was  named  "Camp  James  Laird,"  thus 
perpetuating  and  honoring  the  noble  dead  in  the 
hearts  of  Juniata  people  for  all  time.  The  unofficial 
members  are  A.  J.  Johnson,  H.  C.  Hoover,  P.  L. 
Howland,  Charles  Buzzell,  Carl  McCracken,  William 
Laher,  John  Laher,  Thomas  A.  Ball,  J.  W.  Thomp- 
son, L.  F.  Alves,  A.  H.  McCracken,  J.  H.  Stephens 
and  W.  H.  Davis. 

The  hall  of  the  Juniata  G.  A.  R.  Post  was  dedi- 
cated June  1,  1886.  The  building  is  90x25  feet 
and  two  stories  high,  the  upper  floor  being  occupied 
as  Post  quarters.  The  lower  floor  was  then  occu- 
pied by  the  W.  C.  T.  U.  and  Reform  Association. 

A  Juvenile  Temple  was  organized  March  8, 
1878,  by  Mrs.  White,  with  the  following  officers  in 
temple  rank:  Katie  Bowen,  Lulu  Brass,  Frankie 
Bowen,  Freddie  Hall,  Electa  Johnson,  Ruflne  Swift; 
Anna  Brass,  Mrs.  Schuyler  and  Mrs.  George  H. 
Hartsough;  Mrs.  C.  R.  Jones,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Robert, 
son  and  Miss  Nellie  Babcock  forming  the  execu- 
tive committee. 
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Juuiata  Degree  Temple,  I.  0.  G.  T.,  was  re- 
organized in  December,  1887,  with  H.  A.  Guild, 
Mrs.  Twidale,  L.  B.  Partridge,  W.  E.  Ovitt,  Mrs. 
Ovitt,  A.  H.  Pritehard,  W.  Knickerbocker,  Mrs. 
Robertson,  0.  Stever,  W.  D.  Mun-ay  and  A.  H. 
Brown. 

The  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  was 
organized  here  some  years  ago,  and  continued  in 
operation  until  about  two  years  since. 

The  Juniata  Musical  Societj'  was  organized  in 
May,  1881,  with  William  Winter,  S.  J.  Shirley, 
Mrs.  A.  V.  Cole,  E.  Thorne,  J.  W.  Liveringhouse, 
James  Newell  and  Miss  Woodbury,  officials. 

The  Juniata  Woman's  Suffrage  Society  was 
organized  in  February,  1882,  with  Mrs.  Oran  Pease, 
president;  William  Moreland,  vice-president;  Nellie 
Van  yieet,  secretary,  and  Mrs.  Rachel  Steadman, 
treasurer. 

In  April,  1880,  A.  V.  Cole,  president  of  the 
Cemetery  Association,  with  G.  S.  Guild,  secretary; 
L.  F.  Picard,  treasurer;  0.  Stever,  D.  H.  Freeman 
and  S.  J.  Shirley,  trustees,  petitioned  the  Union 
Pacific  Company  for  a  deed  for  the  land  on  which 
the  cemetery  was  established. 

The  old  grist  mill  at  Juniata,  which  was  turned 
over  to  the  county  as  a  part  of  the  Thorne  estate, 
was  sold  to  O.  R.  Palmer,  of  that  place,  in  January, 
1890,  for  $2,100.  The  mill  has  been  a  piece  of 
dead  property  on  the  hands  of  the  county,  and  con- 
sequentlj'  the  price  paid  was  so  much  money  found. 
The  purchaser  proposes  to  re-establish  the  milling 
industry  here. 

The  first  religious  services  at  Juniata  were  car- 
ried on  by  Rev.  Mr.  Clarkson,  at  the  house  of  S.  L. 
Brass,  early  in  1872.  In  April  of  that  j-ear  a 
Methodist  class  was  organized  by  Rev.  R.  H.  Crane, 
who  held  sen'iees  in  various  places  until  July,  1875, 
when  a  house  of  worship  was  dedicated  by  Rev.  E. 
Thompson.  Work  on  this  house  was  commenced  in 
the  fall  of  1873. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  class  dates  back  to 
April,  1872,  when  Rev.  R.  H.  Crane  held  services 
in  the  temporary  school  building.  On  June  14, 
1873,  a  conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  con- 
vened at  Juniata — A.  G.  White,  presiding  elder,  and 
S.  L.  Brass,  secretarj' — elected  William  Hudson,  B. 


A.  Brown,  Shockej',  F.  S.  Wells  and  George  I). 
Dade,  trustees  of  the  church  at  Hastings.  In  1874 
the  scandal  growing  out  of  some  mistakes  by  the 
pioneer  preacher  created  much  dissatisfaction,  and 
Rev.  E.  Thompson  took  his  place.  He  dedicated 
the  first  Jlethodist  Episcopal  building  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1875.  In  1877  a  Sundaj'-school  was  organ- 
ized with  fifty  members,  by  T.  J.  Adams,  who  con- 
tinued to  serve  as  superintendent  until  Miss  Nettie 
Winter  was  chosen  in  1881-82.  The  preachers  in 
charge  since  Mr.  Thompson's  time  are  named  as 
follows:  Charles  Reylly,  — Summers,  J.  W.  Smith, 
—  Bristol,  George  M.  Jones  and  Re\'.  Hiram  Cur- 
tiss. 

*There  being  a  number  of  Baptist  families  resid- 
ing in  Juniata,  previous  notice  having  been  given, 
and  Rev.  J.  N.  Webb,  general  State  missionary, 
having  been  invited  to  be  present,  a  meeting  was 
held,  where  after  free  intei'change  of  views  upon 
the  subject,  the  following  resolution  was  unani- 
mously adopted: 

Resolved,  That  duty  to  God,  ourselves  and  the  world 
requires  its  to  erect  and  maintain  the  standard  of  our 
Redeemer  in  this  place,  that  we  here,  now,  pledge  our- 
selves to  God  and  to  each  other,  to  the  best  of  our 
ability  to  maintain  a  church  organization,  to  be  known 
as  the  Baptist  Church  of  Juniata. 

On  July  26,  1872,  the  church  was  organized 
with  the  following  named  members:  Titus  Babcock, 
Thankful  M.  Babcock,  Charles  D.  Morgan.  The 
pastors  have  been  Revs.  H.  A.  Guild,  0.  A.  Buz- 
zell,  W.  H.  Brodt,  H.  R.  Williams,  P.  A.  Tink- 
ham,  C.  H.  Hands,  and  the  clerks,  Charles  D.  Mor- 
gan, T.  Babcock,  A.  H.  Brown,  George  W.  Carter, 
William  Knickerbocker,  S.  M.  Roberts,  G.  G.  Sill, 
Mrs.  A.  P.  Slack,  S.  BI.  Roberts,  second  term, 
Annie  S.  Buzzell,  S.  P.  Howland,  and  Annie  S. 
Buzzell,  second  term.  The  church  building  was 
dedicated  December  15,  1878,  and  the  report  of  the 
building  committee  (T.  Babcock,  I.  W.  Stark, 
George  W.  Hartsough),  received. 

*The  history  of  the  church  was  prepared  by  Miss  Annie 
Buzzell.  The  meeting  to  organize  this  church  was  held  at  G. 
H.  Hartsough's  house,  February  11,  1878.  Rev.  O.  A.  Buzzell 
presided,  with  G.  W.  Carter,  secretary.  George  W,  Carter  and 
A.  N.  Brown  were  elected  trustees  for  one  year;  S.  M.  Roberts 
and  Simeon  Johnson  for  two  years,  and  D.  H.  Babeocli:  for 
three  years. 
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The  first  sermon  was  preached  August  4.  1872, 
b}-  Rev.  George  Weaver.  Titus  Babcock  was 
elected  the  first  moderator  and  Charles  D.  Morgan 
the  first  clerk.  The  church  enjoj^ed  occasional 
preaching  b}'  Rev.  D.  H.  Babcock,  and  Dr.  Webb, 
general  missionary,  frequently  visited  them.  On 
February  27,  1876,  A.  H.  Brown  was  baptized  by 
Rev.  J.  T.  ^lilner,  of  Webster  County,  as  the  first 
candidate.  Maj'4,  1876,  Rev.  H.  A.  Guild  received 
appointment  from  the  Home  Mission  Society,  mak- 
ing him  missionary  pastor  for  one-half  time  service, 
he  thus  being  the  first  pastor  of  the  church. 

The  Congregational  Societj'  was  organized  in  the 
fall  of  1878,  and  Rev.  M.  F.  Piatt  filled  the  pulpit 
until  1880,  when  the  star  of  the  society  failed  to 
show  further  light  here. 

In  Maj-,  1880,  the  United  Brethren  began  hold- 
ing services  in  the  Baptist  Church  of  Juniata. 

The  Blue  Valley  Congregational  Society  assem- 
bled at  Juniata  in  May,  1880.  The  territory  repre- 
sented was  200  miles  long  by  48  to  75  miles  wide, 
embracing  44  churches. 

The  Gazette  was  established  in  January,  1872, 
by  the  Babcock  Brothers.  In  1876  the  office  was 
moved  to  Hastings,  leaving  the  field  to  the  Herald, 
which  was  established  on  October  25,  1876,  by  A. 
H.  Brown,  representing  a  committee  of  citizens. 
It  was  variously  conducted,  as  shown  in  the  chapter 
on  journalism,  until  1885.  On  August  6,  1885,  I. 
H.  Rickell  succeeded  Mr.  Royce,  who  leased  the 
office,  and,  purchasing  the  office  from  the  town,  be- 
came owner  of  the  Herald. 

The  Gazette  fought  the  first  battle  for  retaining 
the  county  seat.  The  Herald  took  the  leading  part 
of  the  defenders  during  the  battle  of  1877,  and  like 
a  loyal  knight,  stood  by  the  defeated  party  until  the 
close  of  that  struggle,  and  abides  with  that  party 
still. 

The  Juniata  Flouring  Mill  was  erected  in  1874 
by  R.  S.  Langley  and  D.  H.  Freeman,  at  an  expense 
of  $12,000,  on  the  strength  of  bonds  voted  by  the 
precinct.  The  question  of  the  validity  of  such 
bonds  was  carried  into  the  courts ,  where  an  unfavor- 
able decision  was  ultimately  handed  down.  The 
history  of  this  bonding  business  and  the  votes  on 
the  question  are  given  in  the  transactions  of  the  com- 


missioners, and  in  the  political  chapter.  The  ma- 
chinery was  purchased  at  Indianapolis,  Ind.,  and  a 
mortgage  for  $8,000  given  thereon.  The  mortgage 
was  foreclosed,  and  the  building  was  sold  to  S.  W. 
Clark,  who  operated  it  for  some  time.  It  is  now 
closed. 

The  banking  house  of  C.  R.  Jones  &  Co.  was 
established  in  1879,  by  C.  R.  Jones  and  J.  M. 
Sewell,  two  of  the  leading  business  men  of  the 
county  at  that  time. 

The  establishment  of  the  poor  farm  dates  back 
to  1873.  The  first  superintendent  was  the  first 
county  charge.  This  concern  was  located  four  miles 
south  of  Juniata,  and,  as  shown  in  the  pages  devoted 
to  the  acts  of  the  commissioners,  occupied  much  of 
their  attention.  On  one  occasion,  at  least,  charges 
were  preferred  against  the  superintendent,  which  the 
commissioners  declared  were  unsustainable. 

The  little  court  house,  untenanted  and  lonely, 
still  stands  at  Juniata  as  a  souvenir  of  the  past. 
Around  it  cluster  all  the  memories  of  the  old  board 
of  commissioners,  as  well  as  the  old  bar  and  the  old 
litigants  of  the  county.  Here,  too,  centered  the 
object  of  two  civil  wars — the  first  sustaining  the 
claim  of  the  little  frame  building  and  the  village  in 
which  it  was  situated;  the  second  setting  aside  the 
claims  of  both.  The  wars  were  bitter  ones.  During 
the  last  fight  citizens  of  Hastings  organized  for  the 
purpose  of  insuring  a  true  count,  and  it  is  said 
many  of  them  went  to  Juniata  to  superintend  the 
counting  of  the  vote.  The  counting  was  satisfactory 
to  Hastings,  but  not  to  Juniata;  and  thus  the  war 
was  transferred  from  the  ballot-box  to  the  courts. 
Judge  Gaslin  appointed  a  commission  to  gather  all 
the  evidence  pointed  out  in  the  petition  of  the 
Juniatians,  and  this,  with  other  documents  in  the 
case,  were  taken  to  Kearney  by  him.  Shortly  after 
Judge  Gaslin's  office  was  burned,  and  with  it  disap- 
peared all  the  acquired  testimony  in  the  case.  The 
election  returns  were  again  presented  and,  believing 
figures  do  not  lie,  he  declared  Hastings  the  county 
seat.  The  removal  of  the  records  and  documents  to 
Hastings  then  became  an  anxious  question;  but  the 
execution  of  this  important  act  was  earned  out 
without  telling  opposition.  Juniata  lost  the  seat  of 
justice. 
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Kenesaw  precinct  was  assessed  by  Mr.  Truman 
in  1879.  He  reported  a  population  of  544  —  289 
males  and  256  females.  During  the  year  ending 
March  31,  a  number  of  frame  houses  were  erected 
for  the  following  named  owners:  S.  S.  Dow,  John 
Cook,  B.  F.  Sehiegel,  J.  Shurriger,  George  Phelps, 
W.  Z.  Parmenter,  J.  H.  Cooley,  Jennie  L.  Hayz- 
lett,  who  came  in  1877;  B.  F.  Armitage,  H.  M. 
Vanderbilt,  V.  W.  Darling,  P.  Schneider,  W.  A. 
Odell,  E.  Budy,  C.  A.  Miller,  C.  F.  Keutzer  and 
S.  F.  Isenberger.  Two  school  buildings  were  also 
erected,  costing  $700  and  $800,  and  several  sub- 
stantial sod-dwelling  were  constructed,  at  a  cost  of 
from  $50  to  $200  each.  Three  wind-mills  were  in- 
troduced during  the  year.  H.  D.  Einspahr  settled 
in  the  vicinity  in  1877. 

Kenesaw  was  surveyed  in  June,  1872,  by  Anselem 
B.  Smith,  for  Charles  F.  Morse,  on  the  central  por- 
tion of  Section  34,  Township  8,  Range  12 — a  tract 
containing  142;^  acres,  previously  conveyed  to  Morse 
by  Samuul  P.  and  Eliza  T.  Howland,  northeast 
quarter  Section  34;  by  Milton  F.  Brown,  northwest 
quarter  Section  34;  by  Charles  W.  Colt,  southwest 
quarter,  and  by  J.  D.  Butler,  Jr. ,  southeast  quailer. 
A  system  of  street  nomenclature,  differing  from 
Juniata  in  the  matter  of  ignoring  numbers,  was 
adopted.  Beginning  on  the  south  line  is  Larch  Street 
paralleled  by  Spruce,  Pine  and  Poplar  south  of 
South  Depot  Street,  and  by  Maple,  Elm  and  Ash 
north  of  North  Depot  Street.  Beginning  near  the 
west  line  of  the  plat  is  Brooks,  running  north  and 
south,  paralleled  by  Forbes,  Denison,  Smith,  Per- 
kins and  Doane.  The  gi-eater  part  of  the  plat  south 
of  the  railroad  was  subsequently  vacated  and  the  ex- 
tremes of  the  north  side  also  vacated.  The  plat  was 
drawn  by  J.  H.  Cummings. 

The  first  actual  settlement  was  not  made  until 
the  fall  of  1872,  when  A.  D.  Williams  located  at 
this  point.  During  the  following  winter  and  spring 
Mrs.  M.  S.  Norton  and  family  and  Edward  Moore 
arrived.  The  Nortons  set  out  an  orchard  in  1873, 
and  in  the  fall  Josiah  Hodges  built  the  fii'st  business 
house,  which  he  opened  and  conducted  until  early 
in  1874,  when  he  sold  his  interests  to  Edward 
Moore,  who  continued  to  extend  the  business  until 
1879,  when  A.   S.   Thompson  purchased   the  house 


from  him.  D.  D.  Norton  kept  the  postofflce  and 
was  railroad  agent.  He  was  telegraph  agent  in 
October,  1879,  when  the  wires  were  completed  to 
this  point.  In  the  spring  of  1874  Amos  Shattuck 
set  out  ten  acres  of  Cottonwood,  one  mile  south  of 
the  village,  which  escaped  the  grasshopper  plague 
of  that  j-ear.  During  the  summer  of  1873  a  school 
house  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $4,000.  James  Cook 
opened  a  blacksmith  shop  here  in  1874,  and  when 
the  gi-asshoppers  came  guarded  his  anvil  fi'om  the 
"  pesky  things,"  lest  they  should  carry  it  off  as  they 
did  his  seed  corn. 

In  1874  Dow  &  Latta  introduced  farm  ma- 
chinery. In  1879  J.  G.  Richard  arrived  and  opened 
a  hotel  in  the  S.  S.  Dow  building,  pending  the 
erection  of  his  own  house.  Earl}'  in  1878  J.  G. 
Hayzlett  moved  to  Kenesaw  from  Hastings,  and 
purchased  the  grain  elevator  of  N.  L.  Thayer.  In 
the  summer  of  1879  G.  B.  Crandall  came  from  Iowa 
and  opened  his  general  store  here;  Wench  &  Cook's 
lumber  and  coal  3'ard  was  opened  in  1879,  and  A. 
S.  Thompson  purchased  the  Moore  store.  Dr. 
George  Williams  was  phj'sician;  Charles  Sawder 
began  the  erection  of  his  livery  stables;  C.  B.  Nel- 
son was  land  agent  for  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
Railroad  Company,  and  also  represented  the  Union 
Pacific  Railroad  Company'  and  private  land  owners. 
E.  0.  Hildebrand  was  in  charge  of  the  railroad  and 
telegraph  offices;  Rev.  Griffin  had  built  his  cottage, 
and  was  preacher  in  charge  of  Methodist  work  here; 
William  Worline,  who  purchased  the  Stebbins  build- 
ing, moved  it  into  the  village;  while  S.  M.  Brobst's 
drug  store  building  was  projected. 

In  the  summer  of  1876  a  number  of  Irish  citi- 
zens from  Massachusetts  settled  in  the  neighborhood 
of  Kenesaw,  the  Kane  family  being  the  pioneers. 

Prior  to  1880  people  outside  the  Kenesaw  dis- 
trict called  it  the  sandy  region.  In  that  year,  how- 
ever, the  finest  crops  in  the  countrj'  were  produced 
there,  and  never  since  has  a  citizen  said:  "  It's  all 
sand  up  there. " 

Kenesaw  in  January,  1884,  claimed  the  follow- 
ing business  men:  E.  N.  Crane,  M.  F.  White  and 
A.  Barton,  general  merchants;  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  of 
the  Metropolitan  Hotel  (a  new  house);  George  A. 
Lindsey,    manager  of  Sewell  &  Co. 's  grain  business; 
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Cook  &  Coolev,  lumber  dealers;  Barton  &  Collins, 
grain  dealers;  A.  S.  Thompson  (a  pioneer),  druggist 
and  postmaster;  H.  W.  Mitchell  and  W.  F.  Man- 
speaker,  hardware  merchants;  A.  S.  Martin,  dealer 
in  agricultural  implements;  R.  B.  Ground,  in  furni- 
ture; George  Bechtelheimer,  manager  of  Neimeyer  & 
Co. 's  lumber  yards;  D.  A.  Kennedy's  restaurant; 
Smith  &  Shafer,  dealers  in  meat;  John  Nickerson, 
owner  of  billiard  room;  L.  C.  White,  barber,  J.  Wil- 
liams, physician;  Misses  Ostler,  milliners;  Cook 
Bros. ,  blacksmiths;  G.  W.  Hodges,  laundry  man;  B. 
F.  Armitage,  insurance  agent;  Horace  Armitage, 
builder,  and  George  Williams,  publisher  of  Times. 
Matthias  Post  155,  G.  A.  R.,  was  then  presided 
over  by  B.  F.  Schlegel,  with  M.  Higgins,  Q.  M. , 
and  J.  W.  Woody,  Adjt.  In  !May,  Kemp  &  Hope 
moved  into  their  new  hardware  store,  and  Gillett's 
bank  building  opened. 

Keuesaw  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  organized 
in  1871.  Its  early  history  has  been  lost  and  most 
of  the  members  connected  with  its  organization  have 
died  or  removed.  It  is  known  that  Rev.  R.  H. 
Crane  of  the  Juniata  circuit  early  preached  at  the 
house  of  Josiah  Hodges.  In  1874  he  organized  a 
class  here,  the  members  of  which  assembled  period- 
ically at  ■  the  school  house.  The  church  is  now 
served  by  Mr.  DeMotte,  who  also  attends  the  so- 
cieties at  Frosser,  Pearson  school  house  and  Ash 
school  house.  The  latter  appointment  was  held  by 
Mr.  Hardman  until  December,  1889.  Rev.  John 
Walker  was  first  pastor,  followed  successively  by 
Rev.  T.  J.  Brink,  Rev.  Isaac  New  and  Rev.  R.  M. 
Hardman.  E.  G.  Collins  is  recording  steward,  and 
Rev.  McK.  DeMotte  the  pastor.  The  church  at 
Kenesaw  now  numbers  forty  members.  The  present 
work  embraces  four  other  appointments,  and  is  in  a 
healthy,  prosperous  condition. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  house  of  Kenesaw, 
built  under  G.  A.  Lindsay,  J.  N.  Cooley,  and  the 
third  member  of  the  building  committee,  was  dedi- 
cated October  12,  1884,  the  sermon  being  preached 
by  Rev.  George  T.  Crissman,  superintendent  of 
missions.  S.  W.  Hayzlett,  secretary  and  treasurer, 
showed  a  balance  due  on  building  of  $853.  Of  this 
sum,  $810  was  received  or  promised  on  date  of 
dedication.     In  1877  Rev.  G.  C.  Giffin  visited  the 


Presbyterians  of  this  section.  The  society  was 
founded  January  16,  1879,  by  Rev.  George  T. 
Little,  synodical  missionary,  Messrs.  J.  G.  Hayzlett, 
J.  B.  EUrod,  G.  C.  Giffln,  J.  S.  Frank,  Samuel 
Jones,  their  wives  and  Henrietta  Moore,  signing  the 
articles  of  association.  Mr.  Giffln,  the  first  pastor, 
was  succeeded  by  Mr.  A.  Folsom,  and  he  by  J.  P. 
Black.  The  clerk  of  the  session  is  J.  G.  Hayzlett, 
and  the  number  of  members  forty-one. 

The  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  was  organized 
November  18,  1883,  with  A.  D.  Williams,  S.  H.Wil- 
liams, James  and  Annie  Currier,  Lewis  and  Lydia  Cur- 
rier and  Kate  Boley,  members.  Revs.  A.  D.  Wil- 
liams and  W.  H.  Edger  were  organizing  preachers, 
and  they  with  W.  H.  Edger  formed  the  building 
committee,  under  whose  direction  a  building  was 
completed  in  February,  1884.  Revs.  R.  N.  Borick, 
G.  W.  Knapp  and  E.  M.  Chace  filled  the  pul- 
pit respectively.  The  office  of  clerk  has  been 
filled  by  A.  D.  Williams,  F.  W.  Ricke,  G.  Wolcott 
and  Mrs.  Cooley. 

In  August,  1884,  Rev.  Mr.  Borick  moved  to 
Cortland,  Neb.,  and  Mr.  Black  took  charge  of  the 
.Presbyterian  work  here. 

Steps  were  taken  in  1878  to  erect  a  Catholic 
Church  at  Kenesaw.  Father  Glauber  was  at  that 
time  the  priest  of  this  large  mission. 

The  Evangelical  Church  was  organized  in  1878 
with  Ernest  Budy,  Green  Cullop,  Charles  Oliver,  J. 
W.  Bobbitt,  Reuben  Budy,  Mrs.  Mary  Jones,  Charles 
Schliehouf,  0.  A.  Bentz  and  B.  Young.  The  pas- 
tors in  the  order  of  service  have  been  Paul  Gressley, 
—  Leibhart,  —  McSesslin,  T.  N.  Serf  and  Rev.  J. 
H.  Peters,  the  present  pastor.  The  society  has  not 
yet  erected  a  house  of  worship,  although  the  mem- 
bership numbers  137. 

The  Kenesaw  Cemetery  Association  was  organ- 
ized April  26,  1880,  with  G.  W.  Baldwin,  W.  Z. 
Parmenter  and  G.  C.  Giffin,  trustees;  D.  D.  Nor- 
ton, secretarj',  and  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  treasurer. 

Kenesaw  Lodge  No.  144,  A.  F.  and  A.  M. ,  was 
organized  June  24,  1885,  and  chartered  July  28, 
that  year,  with  twenty-one  members.  The  first  offi- 
cers were  installed  July  28:  H.  E.  Norton,  W.  M. ; 
J.  G.  Hayzlett,  S.  W. ;  G.  W.  Wolcott,  J.  W. ;  L. 
B.  Partridge,  S.  D. ;  E.  N.  Crane,  T. ;  R.  B.  Ground, 
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S. ;  T.  B.  Booth,  J.  D. ;  F.  H.  Cole,  E.  L.  Dutton, 
T.  J.  Fink,  J.  W.  Bobbitt  and  Milan  Young  were 
unofficial  members.  The  office  of  master  has  been 
held  by  H.  E.  Norton,  J.  G.  Hayzlett,  L.  B.  Par- 
tridge, S.  H.  Smith  and  F.  C.  Brosius,  the  present 
master.  The  secretaries  in  order  of  service  are 
named  as  follows:  R.  B.  Ground,  S.  A.  SajTe  and 
J.  H.  Cooley,  the  present  incumbent.  There  are 
fortj'-four  members  in  good  standing.  Officers  in 
1884  were  F.  C.  Brosius,  E.  P.  Gillette,  C.  D. 
Courtright,  Henry  E.  Norton,  J.  H.  Cooley,  E.  E. 
Norton,  Marshall  Morse,  John  B.  Cook,  Benjamin 
F.  Cook  and  T.  P.  Booth. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  is  referred  to 
in  the  military  chapter. 

The  Woman's  Suflfrage  Association  was  organ- 
ized June  2,  1882,  by  Mrs.  M.  A.  Brass.  Madam 
D.  D.  Norton  was  chosen  president;  Mrs.  Hayzlett, 
A-ice-president;  Mrs.  J.  H.  Cooley,  secretar3-,  and 
Jlrs.  J.  H.  Roberts,  treasurer.  Mesdames  Wil- 
liams, Thompson  and  Cooley  formed  the  executive 
committee. 

In  the  general  history  mention  is  frequently  made 
to  this,  village.  In  an  early  chapter  the  storms  of 
1874  are  described,  and  in  the  chapter  on  journalism 
a  reference  is  made  to  the  first  newspaper  established 
there — the  Times.  Years  ago,  when  the  argonauts 
sped  over  the  prairies  of  Nebraska,  the  Kenesaw 
district  was  a  favorite  camping  ground.  Near  the 
village  is  the  Lone  Grave,  a  sad  reminder  of  the 
penalties  attached  to  travel  fifty  j-ears  ago.  The 
story  of  this  grave  and  its  tenant  is  told  in  the 
chapter  on  exploration  and  settlement,  and  in  the 
same  chapter  is  related  the  scant  facts  obtainable 
of  Indian  doings  in  that  vicinity. 

The  village  of  Ayr  was  established  in  September, 
1878,  by  the  Southern  Pacific  Town  Site  Company. 
Within  eighteen  months  it  claimed  three  general 
stores,  one  hardware,  one  grocery,  one  drug  store, 
one  saloon,  one  agricultural  implement  warehouse, 
one  livery,  one  lumber  yard,  two  blacksmith  shops, 
one  boot  and  shoe  shop,  one  land  office,  one  milliner}' 
store,  the  Ajt  and  Commercial  Hotels,  two  public 
halls,  and  two  physicians'  offices.  Mrs.  Richards 
was  in  charge  of  the  school.  The  name  was  given 
in   honor   of    Br.   Avr.  of  Iowa,   then  one  of    the 


directors  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road. The  site  was  originally  the  property  of  John 
Radcliffe,  owner  of  Section  33;  Ayers  Golile  owned 
one  quarter  section  on  the  east,  and  A.  C.  Moore,  a 
quarter  section  on  the  south,  while  south  of  Goble's 
and  west  of  Moore's,  Prof.  Meyers  owned  a  half 
section.  The  railroad  was  built  in  1878,  and  to  in- 
sure the  establishment  of  a  depot  at  this  point,  the 
owners  of  the  site  were  compelled  to  donate  every 
other  lot  to  the  railroad  company. 

Ayr  in  1879  pointed  with  pride  to  its  large  grain 
elevator,  two  drj'-goods  and  grocery  stores,  a  drug 
store,  a  livery  stable,  blacksmith  shop,  and  lumber 
yard,  together  with  Goble's  agricultural  implement 
and  coal  yard,  and  Laughlin  &  McMillan's  lumber 
yard.  The  post  office  established  that  year  was 
presided  over  by  C.  B.  Scott.  James  Fleming  (for- 
merly West  &  Fleming)  kept  the  hotel;  S.  G.  Clark 
presided  over  the  school.  In  October,  1878,  0.  D. 
Barras  built  the  first  house — a  small  frame  dwelling. 
In  November,  a  two-story  frame  building  was  erected 
for  hotel  purposes  by  R.  C.  Fleming,  and  a  house 
for  general  trade  was  opened  by  A.  L.  West  and  T. 
C.  Fleming.  R.  C.  Gregg  established  the  first  drug 
store  at  this  time  (later  Kochler  &  Phar);  John  Rich- 
ards' grocery,  Hull  &  McMillan's  general  store; 
Peck  &  Howe's  saloon  and  the  Edgerton  hardware 
house  were  all  opened  in  the  fall  of  1878. 

The  petition  for  a  post  office  in  this  section  was 
signed  by  William  and  Milton  Scott,  T.  C.  Fleming, 
V.  C.  Rogers,  and  others,  and  resulted  in  the  estab- 
lishment at  Gibson.  The  Gibson  office  was  moved 
one  and  a  half  miles  south  to  Ayr  in  1879,  and  B. 
H.  Scott  continued  as  master.  Early  in  1881  he 
was  succeeded  by  James  E.  Bovard.  who  served 
until  April  1,  1884,  when  H.  A.  Howe  was  ap- 
pointed. 

Dr.  S.  A.  Bookwalter  moved  from  Juniata  to 
this  point  in  February,  1880,  and  the  Millington 
store  building  was  moved  thither  by  Kress  and  3Ioot. 
The  Methodist  class  of  Ayr  was  organized  in  1879, 
by  Elder  Lemons,  and  Rev.  John  Holland  was  as- 
signed to  the  new  circuit  by  the  next  Conference. 
During  the  ensuing  few  years  the  church  was  with- 
out a  pastor,  and  the  organization  almost  ceased. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized 
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October  4,  1870.  with  Peter  Rose,  Ely  Burton,  Peter 
Griffith,  M.  B.  Foote,  A.  N.  Hall,  Hugh  Knepper 
and  J.  A.  Rice,  members.  The  church  has  been 
served  by  Revs.  Nathan  Brown,  Louis  Barr,  R.  M. 
Hardman,  —  Harbert,  A.  Gore,  E.  L.  Wolf  and  J. 
jM.  Carroll.  A.  N.  Hall  has  served  as  recording 
steward  of  this  society  since  its  organization.  On 
Scptcmlier  1,  1SS5,  the  church  building  was  dedi- 
cated under  the  name  Mt.    Pleasant  M.  E.-  Church. 

In  January,  1884,  the  United  Presbyterians  held 
services  at  the  hotel  in  Ayr.  A  Hastings  man  who 
visited  the  village  that  day  noticed  a  number  of  per- 
sons ascending  the  stairs,  and  through  curiosity 
asked  what  was  going  on.  The  landlord  responded 
that  it  was  a  U.  P.  meeting.  The  Hastings  man 
went  up  to  take  part  in  a  railroad  meeting  which  in- 
terested him,  but  just  as  he  entered  the  room,  the 
T'nited  Presbyterians  opened  with  the  hymn,  '  •  There 
is  a  land  of  pure  delight."  The  disappointment  he 
suffered  destroyed  his  sympatliy  for  Christian  forms 
and  music. 

The  first  child  born  on  the  town  site  was  Harvey 
Fleming.  The  first  death  in  the  community  was 
recorded  iu  October,  1881,  when  Henry  Harm's 
twin  infants  died. 

The  Mennonites  located  a  cemetery  five  miles 
west  of  A3T,  in  1880,  and  in  May  the  society'  took 
steps  to  build  a  meeting  house. 

Henry  Gund  &  Co's.  elevator  was  erected  in  June, 
1879,  and  John  Robinson's  livery  barns  were  built. 
Later  that  j'ear,  Isaac  Vanderwert  established  his 
blacksmith  shop;  A.  J.  Pate  built  the  Commercial 
House,  and  Rev.  J.  Fleming  erected  the  old  Church 
Hall  at  his  own  expense.  The  first  school  was 
taught  late  in  1878  hy  John  Gainer,  a  fine  scholar, 
and  said  to  have  been  a  good  judge  of  whisky.  At 
the  close  of  the  winter  term  he  entered  on  a  term  of 
drunkenness,  left  the  place  and  never  returned. 

In  June,  1883,  three  companies  of  United  States 
colored  cavalry  camped  near  Ayr,  en  route  from  Fort 
Riley  to  Fort  McKinlej-.  The  population  at  this 
time  was  260,  about  equal  in  number  to  the  colored 
visitors. 

Little  Blue  post  office  was  discontinued  in  March, 
1879. 

■  ■  Presbvteriauism   in  the  Valley    of   the  Little 


Blue  in  Adams  County.''  is  the  title  of  a  short  paper, 
prepared  by  Rev.  "John  Fleming  for  this  work.  He 
states  that  the  first  sermon  preached  by  a  Pres- 
byterian minister  iu  the  valley  of  the  Little  Blue  in 
Adams  County  was  bj'  the  Rev.  James  A.  Griffes, 
on  August  10,  1873,  in  a  recently  built  frame 
school  house  called  the  Kingston  school  house.  Mr. 
Griffes  was  the  pastor  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church  in 
Hastings,  then  a  small  village.  He  preached  stat> 
edly  in  this  school  house  once  a  month,  until  in 
Februar}^,  1876,  when  it  was  resolved  to  organize  a 
church  under  the  name  of  ' '  The  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Kingston,  Neb. "  Entering  into  this  organization 
were  Adam  Melville  and  wife,  George  Crafford  and 
wife,  Angeline  Mitchel,  Daniel  H.  Mitchel,  Benja- 
min F.  Nole,  Manilla  Scott,  William  M.  Snodgrass 
and  wife,  Joseph  Snodgrass  and  wife,  Thomas  E. 
Davis  and  wife,  Norbert  Debut  and  wife,  John  L;.- 
londe  and  wife,  A.  C.  Mather  and  wife,  William  I. 
Snodgrass  and  wife  and  Jane  A.  Vastine.  Subse- 
quently the  congregation  moved  one  mile  and  a  half 
south  to  a  larger  school  house,  retaining  still  their 
corporate  name,  supplied  by  Rev.  James  A.  Griffes 
and  occasionally  by  other  ministers.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1878,  a  small  house  of  worship  was  built  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Dyer's  mill,  when  the  con- 
gregation assumed  the  corporate  name  of  "South 
Adams,"  and  was  ministered  to  by  the  Rev.  John 
Fleming.  In  the  year  1879  another  house  of  wor- 
ship was  built  in  the  village  of  Ayr,  and  the  two 
churches  came  under  the  ministry  of  the  Rev.  Fred 
Johnston  for  some  eighteen  months.  His  successor 
was  the  Rev.  Albinus  Powers,  for  twelve  months, 
and  his  successor  was  the  Rev.  W.  W.  Morton.  In 
its  first  years  the  church  was  a  flourishing  church, 
but  bj-  deaths,  and  principally  bj'  removals,  it  is 
now  reduced  to  a  membership  of  sixteen  and  is 
without  a  pastor.  The  elders  of  this  church  under 
its  different  names  and  composing  its  session  were 
Adam  Melville,  Oliver  C.  Rogers,  Arthur  C.  Mather 
and  George  Craflford,  all  of  whom  are  now  removed 
without  its  bounds,  except  0.  C.  Rogers.  Its  secu- 
lar interests  are  managed  b}'  a  board  of  trustees, 
holding  office  until  their  successors  are  elected. 

Kingston  Lodge  No.  54,  I.  0.  G.  T. ,  was  organ- 
ized February  23,   1877,  with  A.    C.    Mather,   May 
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Jones,  S.  M.  Bird,  E.  D.  Jones,  Mrs.  Willoughby, 
J.  E.  Davis,  I.  M.  Dean,  I.  B.  Wliite,  A.  Sinclair, 
Lizzie  Carter,  Emma  Carter,  E.  J.  Jones  and  Elva 
Edgerton,  officials  in  the  order  of  rank. 

In  December,  1879,  the  first  post  office  was 
established  at  Hansen,  with  James  McGregor,  mas- 
ter. He  appointed  Mrs.  Maurey  (wife  of  the  rail- 
road agent),  deputy,  while  he  carried  the  mail  to 
and  from  Hastings  on  his  own  back.  In  April, 
1881,  J.  L.  Evans  was  appointed,  and  in  1882  he 
was  succeeded  by  Jacob  Smith.  The  village  was 
surveyed  in  1879  for  A.  B.  Ideson  and  J.  J. 
Wemple,  on  the  entry  of  Charles  and  William 
Haines.  In  the  fall  of  1879  a  railroad  depot  was 
erected.  S.  L.  Loucks  built  his  hotel.  The  gen- 
eral stores  of  J.  L.  Evans  and  B.  F.  Ford  were 
opened,  and  James  McGregor,  as  agent  of  the  Paine 
Bros. ,  opened  a  lumber  yard.  B.  F.  Fisher's  black- 
smith shop  was  opened  in  April,  1880,  but  Jacob 
Countryman  succeeded  him  in  1881.  In  October 
of  that  year  J.  G.  Honeywell  purchased  the  hotel 
building.  His  father  opened  a  grocery  store  and 
his  brother  a  shoe  store.  Jacob  Smith  came  also  at 
this  time,  and  purchasing  Evans'  interests,  became 
postmaster. 

The  Presbyterian  Society  was  organized  on  the 
7th  day  of  September,  1879,  Rev.  G.  L.  Little  act- 
ing as  moderator  and  Rev.  D.  S.  Schafl  as  clerk  of 
the  meeting  for  organizing.  The  names  of  the 
original  members  are:  Alanson  Baker  and  his  wife 
Alice  C.  Baker,  J.  L.  Brockover  and  his  wife  Jane 
E.  Brockover,  Mrs.  Isabella  Carpenter,  Ryneas 
Covert  and  Rebecca  Covert  his  wife,  Lafayette 
Dominy  and  his  wife  Sarah  A.  Doming-,  Mrs.  Eliza- 
beth Gregg,  Philopoena  Huf,  Mrs.  Nancy  Mowers, 
Laura  Mowers,  Ella  Mowers,  Jonathan  Oldfield  and 
his  wife  Priscilla  Oldfield,  John  H.  Powers  and  his 
wife  E.  E.  Powers,  Nancy  R.  Powers,  Lucy  A. 
Powers,  Mrs.  Jane  B.  Powers,  Charles  A.  Powers 
and  his  wife  Ellen  M.  Powers,  Lifee  F.  Powers, 
Aaron  F.  Powers  and  his  wife  Ann  Powers,  Robert 
W.  Powers,  William  Palmerton  and  his  wife  Carrie 
Palmerton,  William  H.  Reese  and  his  wife  Jane  C. 
Reese,  James  W.  Smith  and  his  wife  Nancy  Smith, 
Emma  J.  Smith,  Augustus  A.  Stone  and  his  wife 
Luella  J.   Stone,   Letas  W.   Stone  and  his  wife  L. 


Stone,  Henry  E.  Ware  and  his  wife  Harriet  A. 
Ware,  Luella  A.  Defenbaugh.  The  first  elders  were 
Aaron  F.  Powers,  John  H.  Powers  and  William 
Palmerton.  The  names  of  pastors  are  D.  S.  Schaff, 
Peter  Wessels,  E.  A.  McCuUum,  H..K.  Bushnell, 
F.  M.  Hickok.  Clerks  of  session  have  been  J.  H. 
Powers  and  A.  F.  Powers. 

The  church  house  was  erected  in  1884,  at  a  cost 
of  $2,116,  under  the  superintendence  of  A.  A. 
Stone,  L.  Dominy,  George  B.  Loucks  and  William 
Bishop,  trustees  and  members  of  the  building  com- 
mittee. This  house  was  dedicated  November  9, 
1884,  by  Mrs.  Schaff. 

The  Oliver  grain  house  was  established  in  1880, 
when  W.  L.  Baker  took  charge.  Prior  to  1882  two 
elevators  existed  here,  with  a  capacity  of  23,000 
bushels,  the  Baker  coal  yard  and  hardware  store 
were  established,  and  the  little  prairie  village  as- 
sumed the  proportions  of  a  town  in  the  volume  of  its 
trade. 

Congress  Lodge  No.  173, 1.  O.  O.  F. ,  was  organ- 
ized at  Hansen,  December  13,  1889,  with  S.  M. 
Funk,  N.  G. ,  and  H.  Stire,  secretary-. 

The  Heptasoples  were  recently  organized  b}-  the 
Supreme  Ruler  of  Nebraska,  D.  M.  Morris. 

A  school  house  was  completed  in  the  summer  of 
1880,  and  opened  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  Miss 
Sperry,  of  Hastings,  was  employed  to  preside  over 
this  primitive  educational  institution. 

Congress  Lodge  No.  173,  I.  O.  0.  P.,  was  in- 
stituted December  6,  1889,  at  Hansen.  The  charter 
members  were  D.  M.  Morris,  S.  M.  Frink,  John 
Wilson,  B.  F.  Barr,  J.  H.  Allen,  Winthrop  Jones, 
Howard  Stire,  W.  B.  Brown,  F.  J.  Taylor,  H.  E. 
Ashley,  Fred  Albright.  The  election  of  officers  re- 
sulted: S.  M.  Frink,  N.  G. ;  J.  H.  Allen,  V.  G. ; 
D.  M.  Warden,  W.  ■,  B.  F.  Barr,  Con.;  Howard 
Stire,  R.  S. ;  Winthrop  Jones,  P.  S. ;  John  Wilson, 
Treas.;  W.  B.  Brown,  R.  S.  N.  G. ;  H.  E.  Ashley, 
L.  S.  V.  G. ;  F.  J.  Taylor,  I.  G.  This  lodge  was 
instituted  by  W.  H.  Barger,  G.  31.  of  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State.  At  the  time  of  institution  six  brothers 
were  elected  and  initiated — W.  E.  Lucas,  Frank 
Lamphear,  R.  E.  Williams,  Aleck  Kanester,  Will- 
iam Wilhite,  James  H.  Elliot.  "  Installation  of  offi- 
cers took  place  December  6,  1889. 
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A  reference  to  the  transaetious  of  the  count}' 
commissioners  will  show  the  steps  taken  toward  the 
establishment  of  a  grist-mill  at  Millington  on  the 
Little  Blue.  In  1872  work  on  this  manufacturing 
industry  was  commenced  by  John  Dyer;  but  before 
the  completion  of  the  mill  in  1875,  Elbridge  and 
True  Dyer  became  partners  in  the  project.  Power 
was  obtained  from  the  waters  of  the  Litttle  Blue. 
The  Dj'ers  located  lauds  in  Denver  Township  in 
1872.  Some  few  years  after  the  mills  were  com- 
pleted a  building  for  mercantile  purposes  was  erected. 
Within  a  short  time  (in  1880)  this  house  was  moved 
to  Ayr  by  Mortimer  Kress  and  W.  S.  Moot,  or  by 
Kress  and  Keith. 

Koseland  Township  raised  57,702  bushels  of 
wheat,.  147, 775  of  corn,  14,747  of  barley  and  30,311 
of  oats,  in  1884.  Personal  property  was  valued  at 
831,086,  and  real  estate  at  $56,995.  There  were 
349  horses,  945  cattle,  96  mules  and  2,388  hogs  re- 
ported. Silas  Caton  was  credited  with  the  best  im- 
proved farm;  John  Winter  with  the  largest  stock 
farm,  and  Peter  Griffith  with  the  largest  wheat  field, 
48  acres  yielding  877  bushels.  Matt  Sheffering 
planted  the  greatest  number  of  forest  treees,  while 
S.  Caton  and  R.  M.  Boyd  set  out  600  fruit  trees 
each.  The  greatest  apple  producers  were  C.  A. 
Cole  and  R.  M.  Boyd,  each  of  whose  orchards  yielded 
40  bushels. 

W.  S.  Hall  presided  over  the  school  in  1879. 
In  February,  1879,  Rev.  Shifler,  of  the  Mennonite 
Church,  established  himself  on  the  southeast  quarter 
of  Section  15,  Township  6,  Range  11,  near  Roseland. 
The  school  there  was  then  in  charge  of  Mrs.  Hartman, 
who  also  taught  the  preceding  year. 

Mayflower  was  established  as  a  post  office  in 
1877.  A.  Burling,  the  present  master,  writing  un- 
der date  December  3,  1889,  states: 

' '  I  would  say,  in  answer  to  your  request  for  a 
list  of  postmasters  for  Mayflower,  Mr.  D.  M.  Gris- 
wold  was  the  only  one  before  me.  He  served  eleven 
years  and  I  took  it  a  year  ago  the  6th  of  December. 
The  oldest  resident  now  living  in  this  neighborhood 
is  J.  31.  Strahl.      He  came  about  fifteen  years  ago." 

Holstein  is  one  of  the  modern  villages  of  the 
county.  A  newspaper  office,  a  school  house,  a  few 
stores  and  a  number  of  dwellings  point  out  the  pro- 


gress made  in  a  few  years.  There  is  a  Lyceum  in 
existence  here,  among  the  active  members  being  A. 
S.  Thompson,  A.  L.  Boj'd,  J.  S.  Feruow,  Jennie 
Larson,  Versa  Larson,  Mecham  Bros. ,  Holstein 
band,  Mrs.  F.  J.  Hurst,  Joe  McCowan,  Dr.  W.  T. 
Carson,  Ruby  and  Lottie  Mecham,  Fred  Hurst, 
Anna  Larson,  -A.  E.  Troyer  and  Eva  McPeak. 

The  Dramatic  Club  claims  Dr.  W.  T.  Carson  as 
manager  and  A.  L.  Boj-d,  secretary.  Among  the 
members  are  C.  A.  Sipple,  A.  E.  Troyer,  T.  L.  Am- 
bler, J.  M.  Heckler,  E.  L.  Hannaford,  Jennie  Lar- 
son and  Eva  McPeak.  The  Holstein  brass  band  is 
another  organization  which  caters  to  the  entertain- 
ment of  the  people.  With  all  this  local  talent  for 
music,  literature  and  the  drama,  there  are  workers 
in  and  around  the  village  who  made  and  continue 
to  make  the  little  town  a  S3'nonym  for  industrj'. 
The  Record  aud  Nonpareil  are  the  newspapers  of  the 
village. 

The  Holstein  board  of  trade  was  organized  in 
January,  1890,  with  the  following  named  members; 
W.  T.  Carson,  Pres. ;  C.  A.  Sipple,  V.  P.;  John 
Hargleroad,  Sec;     William  Shellheimer,  Treas.    C. 

F.  Keutzer,  Frank  Fernow  and  F.  C.  .Van  Veghten 
were  appointed  a  committee  to  draw  up  the  consti- 
tution and  by-laws. 

Mountain  Ash  Camp  No.  1,035,  M.  W.  A. ,  organ- 
ized last  jear,  elected  the  following  named  officers  in 
January,  1890:  A.  E.  Troyer,  V.  C. ;  W.  S.  Mc- 
Auley,  W.  A.;  A.  L.  Boyd,  E.  B.;  J.  M.  Heckler, 
C;  F.  C.  Van  Veghten,  E. ;  Dr.  W.  T.  Carson,  C. 
P.;  C.  McCall,  W.,  and  F.  Y.  Hurst,  S.  F.  C.  Van 
Veghten  was  appointed  manager  in  the  place  left 
vacant  by  George  A.  Bentley.  W.  T.  Carson  was 
elected  manager  for  the  ensuing  three  years. 

The  Holstein  mill  was  established  early  in  1890 
by  Shellheimer  &  Clark. 

The  Van  Allen  I.  0.  G.  T.  was  organized  in  No- 
vember, 1878,  with  S.  P.  Howland,  S.  Morrison,  S. 
Nicholas,  W.  Van  Allen,  James  Slote,  John  Plank, 

G.  H.  Howland,  D.  H.  Hill,  O.  Hudson,  Fred 
Browning,  G.  W.  Hill,  F.  Van  Allen,  R.  Raneforth 
and  L.  F.  Gould  officials  in  the  order  of  rank. 
Many  of  the  above  named  were  connected  with  the 
old  lodge  at  Hastings. 

At  Pauline,  S.  V.  Bechtelheimer  was  appointed 
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postmaster  January  2,  1890,  to  succeed  W.  E. 
Duncan. 

The  Lutheran  Church  Society  of  Section  12, 
Township  6,  Range  12,  was  organized  at  Fred  Wag- 
ner's house,  February  11,  1873,  with  Herman  D. 
Einspahr,  Robert  Hohlfeklt  and  Fred  Wagner,  trus- 
tees. 

Pleasantville  Cemetery  Association  was  organ- 
ized in  February,  1877,  with  E.  M.  Beach,  Robert 
Wetson,  C.  W.  Wilson,  M.  V.  Hatfield  and  R.  31. 
Ratcliff,  members. 

The  Missouri  Pacific  was  opened  to  Prosser  in 
1888.  J.  H.  Korner  was  the  first  agent  tliere.  S. 
G.  Harrow  was  the  pioneer  of  the  district,  and  S. 
W.  Smith,  a  farmer,  took  the  first  steps  to  have  an 
office  established  at  that  point. 

The  Methodist  Church  at  Prosser  was  organized 
in  1887  by  Rev.  R.  M.  Hardman.  The  Union  Pa- 
cific Raih-oad  official  Ivindly  gave  the  use  of  their 
depot  for  church  and  Sunday-school  until  a  vevy 
neat  church  was  built  in  1889.  The  present  trustees 
are  J.  F.  Morgan,  L.  J.  Ware  and  Don  Steadman, 
and  the  present  pastor.  Rev.  McK.  DeMotte.  There 
is  at  present  a  membership  of  fifteen. 

There  are  prosperous  societies  at  Pearson,  Ash 
and  Liliertj'  school  houses,  and  a  total  membership 
of  140. 

The  First  German  Presbyterian  Church  of 
Hanover  Township  was  organized  by  Rev.  Jacob 
Brinkema,  July  3,  1883,  with  a  membership  of 
twenty-seven.  The  first  elders  of  the  church  were 
Mr.  D.  G.  Laj-  and  J.  W.  Baxter.  The  deacons 
were  M.  Falricks  aud  Heur3-  Bradair,  and  the 
trustees  Simon  Van  Boening,  H.  Jleester  and  George 
Lay.  The  church  was  completed  in  1884,  aud 
dedicated  Jul}-  6,  that  year.  Within  the  last  few 
years  the  membership  has  enlarged  itself  to  about 
fifty  members.  The  present  pastor,  Rev.  Jacob 
Brinkema,  has  officiated  from  the  first  organization 
of  the  church.  The  church  and  parsonage  were 
built  at  a  cost  of  S2,000  or  $3,000.  They  are 
located  on  the  northeast  corner  of  Section  21,  on 
land  owned  by  5Ir.  Lay. 

Inland  was  surveyed  in  the  central  portion  of 
Section  12,  Township  7,  Range  9,  in  March,  1872, 
for  Charles  F.   Morse.      Tulip,  Chestnut  and  South 


Railroad  Streets  run  east  and  west,  south  of  rail- 
road, and  North  Railroad  Street,  Oak,  Maple,  Beech 
and  Alder,  north  of  railroad.  The  streets  rupniug 
north  and  south,  beginning  on  the  west  line,  are  Dry- 
den,  Burns,  Moore,  Pope,  Byron,  Milton  and  Syd- 
ney. The  corner  stone  of  the  first  school  house  at 
Inland  was  placed  July  1,  1873,  bj-  Millard  and 
Yandemark.  As  related  in  the  transactions  of  the 
board  of  the  commissioners,  this  plat  was  vacated 
in  1S7S,  and  the  name  and  interests  of  the  first 
town  in  Adams  County  transferred  to  Claj-  County. 
At  that  time  there  were  three  small  stores,  six  or 
seven  dwellings  and  a  large  frame  school  building 
there;  but  within  a  few  years  very  few  traces  of 
ancient  Inland  existed. 

Ludlow  postoffice  was  establisheil  iu  January. 
1880,  with  J.  L.  Huff  in  charge,  on  petition  of  H.  B. 
Talbert  and  others.  When  Trumbull  post  office  in 
Cla}'  County  was  esti  Iilished,  that  at  Ludlow  was 
discontinued.  S.  31.  Walker  is  the  present  master 
at  Trumbull. 

BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Samuel  Alexander,  well  aud  favorably  known 
to  a  host  of  acquaintances  in  Hastings,  was  born 
January  16,  1842,  and  like  many  other  residents  of 
Adams  County  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  his  birth 
having  occurred  in  Butler  County.  His  parents, 
William  and  Agnes  (Black)  Alexander,  were  born  in 
Ireland  in  1801  and  1809,  and  died  in  Pawnee  City, 
Neb, ,  and  Prospect,  Penn,  ,in  1879  and  1844,  respec- 
tivel3\  They  came  to  the  United  States  in  1837, 
and  settled  in  Peuns^'lvania ;  but  in  1855  Mr.  Alex- 
ander and  his  son  Samuel  moved  to  Jackson  County. 
Iowa,  and  three  j'ears  later  to  Missouri.  In  ISGl 
they  returned  to  Iowa,  taking  up  their  abode  in 
Page  Count}',  and  here  Mr,  Alexander  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  First  Nebraska  Yolunteer  Infantrj-, 
joining  the  regiment  at  Sedalia,  Mo,  He  gave  faith- 
ful serv'ice  to  his  country  until  February,  1863, 
when  he  was  honorably  discharged  on  account  of 
physical  disability  at  Memphis,  Tenn.  B}"  August, 
1864,  he  had  sufflcientl}-  recovered  to  again  enter 
the  service,  and  he  rejoined  his  old  company  and 
resfiment,  aud  served  until  ho  received  his  final  dis- 
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charge  at  Omaha,  Xeb. ,  on  July  1,  18CG.  After 
returuiug  aud  remaining  in  Iowa  one  year  he  took 
a  contract  of  grading  on  the  main  line  of  the  Union 
Pacific  Railway  in  Western  Nebraska,  and  in  1869 
took  up  his  abode  in  Lincoln.  The  first  years  were 
spent  in  digging  wells  and  cellars,  and  the  next  two 
years  he  acted  as  janitor  of  the  State  house.  In 
1872  he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  located 
on  the  northeast  half  of  Section  12  of  Denver  Town- 
ship, which  is  now  a  part  of  the  city  of  Hastings,  and 
the  finest  residence  portion  of  the  place  is  on  this 
tract.  Mr.  Alexander  erected  the  first  business 
house  in  Hastings  in  July,  1872,  on  what  is  now 
Block  27  of  the  original  tract,  it  being  a  frame 
building  16x20  feet.  In  this  building  was  kept  a 
general  stock  of  goods,  and  although  he  went  to 
Juniata  for  some  time  for  his  mail,  a  post  oflSce  was 
established  at  Hastings  in  October,  1872,  of  which 
he  was  put  in  possession,  receiving  his  appointment 
from  U.  S.  Grant,  a  position  he  held  for  nine  aud 
one-half  years.  His  salary  the  first  year  amounted 
to  $12,  and  at  the  time  of  his  removal  brought  in 
S2,000  annually.  He  has  been  a  director  of  the 
First  National  Bank  since  its  organization,  also  of 
the  Nebraska  Loan  and  Trust  Comiany;  and  in  poli- 
tics has  always  been  a  Republican.  In  1885  he  was 
elected  mayor  of  Hastings  on  the  "no  license" 
issue,  aud  it  was  openly  declared  he  made  the  best 
mayor  the  city  ever  had.  In  the  administration  of 
affairs  he  was  wholly  independent  in  the  perform- 
ance of  his  duties,  aud  having  the  interests  of  the 
town  at  heart,  he  exercised  his  ingenuity  and  intelli- 
gence to  the  utmost.  In  every  public  emei'gency  he 
has  been  a  patriot,  and  selfish  and  personal  con- 
siderations have  been  laid  aside  when  the  question 
of  duty  has  been  presented.  In  1871  he  was  mar- 
ried at  Brownsville,  Neb.,  to  Miss  Hattie  R. 
Phillips,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1S52,  and 
a  daughter  of  Dr.  A.  R.  and  Harriet  Phillips.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Alexander  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  he  was  one  of  the  original  mem- 
bers of  the  church  organized  at  Lincoln  in  1870, 
also  of  the  church  at  Hastings  in  1873.  Mr.  Alex- 
ander and  his  wife  have  five  children:  Agnes  E., 
Rachel  M. ,  Esther  N. ,  Frances  P.  and  Samuel  R. 
H.  C.  Armstrong,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 


ings, Neb.  Mr.  Armstrong  is  one  of  those  sterling 
men  of  Ohio  nativity,  so  man}'  of  whom  ai'e  met 
with  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  who  possess 
such  qualities  of  character  as  make  them  successful 
and  prominent  almost  without  exception  wherever 
their  lots  are  cast.  He  was  born  in  Columbiana 
County,  Ohio,  in  1845,  and  was  the  seventh  of  a 
family  of  children  born  to  John  and  Frances  (Moore) 
Armsti'ong,  natives  of  Ireland,  where  they  were 
maiTied.  In  1839  the  parents  immigrated  to 
America,  settled  in  Columbiana  Count}',  Ohio,  and 
there  the  father  followed  farming.  In  1853  thej' 
moved  to  Knox  County,  111.,  settled  near  Abing- 
don, 111.,  and  thence  to  "Warren  County  of  the  same 
State,  where  the  father  opened  up  a  farm.  He  died 
there  in  1860.  His  excellent  wife  followed  him  to 
the  grave  on  December  24,  1879.  H.  C.  Armstrong 
was  early  instructed  in  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Warren 
Count}-,  111.  After  growing  up  he  went  west  to 
Page  County,  Iowa,  worked  by  the  month  as  a  farm 
laborer  for  three  years  and  then  rented  land.  He 
was  married  in  that  county  on  December  31,  1872, 
to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Reed,  a  native  of  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  M.  and  S.  (Foster)  Reed, 
natives  of  Ohio.  Her  father  was  a  wagon  maker  by 
trade,  and  in  about  1854  he  moved  to  Wapello 
County,  Iowa,  and  in  1859  to  Page  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  and  wife  are  both  living  at  the  present 
time.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Armstrong  remained 
in  Iowa  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  settled  in  Denver  precinct,  now 
Blaine  Township,  and  bought  160  acres  of  railroad 
land,  which  he  immediately  began  improving,  and  on 
which  he  first  erected  a  small  cabin,  14x16  feet. 
In  1885  he  moved  to  West  Blue  Township,  selling 
his  farm  in  Blaine  Township,  and  bought  the  160 
acres  where  he  now  lives.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
settlers  of  the  county,  and  the  first  night  camped  on 
what  is  now  the  main  square  of  the  city  of  Hastings. 
He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  township,  and 
yet  takes  a  prominent  part  in  the  upbuilding  of  the 
county.  He  is  also  active  in  politics,  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  was  elected  county  com- 
missioner by  the  Anti-Monopoly  vote  in  1881,  to  fill 
a  vacancy,  serving  from  January,  1882,  to  Novem- 
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ber  of  that  year.  He  served  on  the  school  board 
for  twelve  years  in  Adams  County,  and  has  always 
taken  an  active  interest  in  schools.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Armstrong  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Hastings.  Their  marriage  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  seven  children:  John  M. , 
Oscar  R. ,  Edwin  H. ,  Fannie  Bell,  Thomas,  Charles 
and  Clyde.  Mr.  Armstrong  has  seen  the  complete 
growth  of  Adams  County,  and  has  experienced  three 
seasons  of  grasshopper  raids.  He  is  practically  a 
self  made  man,  having  accumulated  all  his  property 
by  his  own  exertions.  He  is  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  stock  raising. 

W.  G.  Aylsworth  is  a  proper  representative  of 
the  energetic  business  men  of  the  county,  and 
he  seems  admirably  suited  to  his  present  calling. 
He  was  born  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y. ,  in  1844,  and  is 
a  son  of  Aaron  and  Julia  (French)  Ajdsworth,  the 
former  of  whom  was  an  agriculturist  throughout  his 
long  life  of  seventy-five  years,  his  death  occurring 
in  1883.  His  wife  died  three  years  later,  having 
borne  him  nine  children,  two  sons  and  seven  daugh- 
ters, W.  G.  Aylsworth  and 'his  sister,  Mrs.  Bennett, 
being  residents  of  Juniata.  The  former's  youth 
was  spent  in  learning  the  intricacies  of  farm  labor, 
and  until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age  he  was  an  at- 
tendant of  the  common  schools,  where  he  acquired 
a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  English  branches.  In 
1864  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Ninety-eighth  New 
York  Infantry,  but  on  account  of  the  war  being 
practically  over,  he  was  discharged  on  September 
22  of  that  year,  and  returned  to  his  former  occupa- 
tion of  following  the  plow  in  his  native  State,  which 
received  his  attention  untd  1870,  when  he  moved  to 
Michigan  and  settled  in  Barry  County,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  clerking  in  a  store  for  three  years.  He 
then  returned  to  his  native  State  and  fai-med  two 
years,  at  the  end  of  which  time  he  again  returned 
to  Michigan,  which  State  was  his  home  until 
1884.  During  this  time  the  occupation  of  merchan- 
dising received  his  attention  at  Nashville,  but  on 
March  30,  of  the  above  named  year,  he  settled  in 
Juniata,  Neb. ,  and  after  residing  for  a  few  months 
on  a  farm  of  eighty  acres  south  of  the  town,  he  re- 
moved to  Juniata,  and  engaged  in  clerking  in  the 
store  of  D.  H.  Freeman,  remaining  in  his  emplo}^ 


two  years,  renting  out  his  farm.  In  1886  he  moved 
to  Keith  County,  Neb.,  where  he  located  a  home- 
stead, and  after  proving  up  on  it  and  making  it  his 
home  for  about  a  year,  sold  out.  He  was  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  the  county,  and  was  thirty  miles 
from  any  store  or  postoffice,  and  the  township  in 
which  he  settled  was  only  occupied  by  three  or  four 
families.  Upon  his  removal  from  there  one  year 
later  every  quarter  section  was  occupied.  The  day 
after  settling  on  his  claim  he  started  for  Ogallala, 
thirty-five  miles  distant,  and  purchased  $7  worth  of 
lumber,  with  which  to  build  his  dugout,  sleeping  at 
night  on  the  road,  but  was  greatly  annoyed  by  wolves 
that  kept  prowling  around  his  wagon.  The  next 
night  an  old  neighbor  from  Michigan,  Conrad  Pies- 
ter,  settled  on  the  claim  across  the  road  from  his, 
and  during  the  week  seven  more  families  arrived. 
Upon  his  return  to  Adams  County  he  went  to  his 
farm  and  made  one  crop,  but  in  October,  1888,  sold 
his  land  and  is  now  engaged  in  general  merchandis- 
ing in  the  town.  Besides  his  stock  of  goods  he 
owns  a  large  hotel  and  liver}^  barn,  which  he  rents. 
He  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Hattie  M.  Bm-ling- 
ham,  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  by  her  has  four  liv- 
ing children:  Fannie,  Helen,  Clarance  and  Mary. 
Mun-ay  died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  five  years.  Mr. 
Aylsworth  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  Lodge 
No.  28,  K.  of  P. ,  of  Hastings. 

Frank  C.  Babcock,  D.  D.  S.,  was  born  at  Galvn, 
III,  March  18,  1865,  and  is  a  son  of  Dr.  Asa  D. 
and  Elizabeth  (Mott)  Babcock,  the  former  of  whom 
was  born  at  Cortland,  N.  Y. ,  in  1830,  came  to  Illi- 
nois in  1855,  and  for  five  and  twent}'  years  was  a 
prominent  and  successful  physician  at  Galva,  his 
death  occurring  at  this  place  in  1880.  His  wife  was 
born  at  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  in  1840,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Hastings.  Frank  C.  Babcock  is  the 
second  of  three  living  children  born  to  their  union, 
and  in  his  early  j'outh  secured  a  good  education  in 
the  schools  of  Galva.  In  1883  he  began  the  study 
of  dental  surgery  in  the  office  of  Dr.  J.  P.  Huston, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1885,  he  entered  the  Dental  De- 
partment of  the  University  of  Michigan,  from  which 
institution  he  graduated  on  June  30,  1887,  and 
July  23,  of  the  same  year,  came  to  Hastings,  Neb. , 
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which  place  has  since  been  his  home.  In  the  fol- 
lowing Augnst  he  opened  his  dental  office  over  the 
First  National  Banlv,  and  here  he  is  now  actively  en- 
gaged in  practicing  his  profession,  having  already 
acquired  a  liberal  and  paying  patronage  by  the  ex- 
cellence of  his  work,  his  reasonable  prices  and  his 
genial  manner.  He  is  a  memlier  of  the  State  Den- 
tal Association  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  Re- 
publican. 

Calvin  Ball  has  been  a  resident  of  Adams  County, 
Neb.,  since  March,  1873,  and  has  proved  a  valuable 
acquisition  to  the  farming  interests  of  the  commu- 
nity, for  he  is  a  man  of  energy,  progressive  spirit  and 
clear  perception,  and  is  reliable  bej-ond  suspicion  in 
all  his  business  transactions.  His  propert3'  consists 
of  160  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  and  it  is  fairly 
improved  with  buildings  of  all  kinds,  an  orchard, 
etc.  He  was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Ind. ,  Novem- 
ber 22,  1841,  and  from  here  enlisted  in  April,  1862, 
in  the  Union  Army,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
■  Twenty-sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  a  faithful 
servant  of  Uncle  Sam  until  he  received  his  discharge 
at  the  end  of  his  term  of  service  in  April,  1865. 
He  was  a  participant  in  many  important  engage- 
ments, among  which  may  be  mentioned  Prairie 
Grove,  Ark.,  siege  and  surrender  of  Vicksburg. 
He  was  captured  near  Morgan's  Bend,  Miss.,  on  the 
Sterling  plantation,  and  after  being  kept  in  captivity 
at  Tyler,  Tex. ,  for  about  nine  months,  he  was  ex- 
changed and  immediately  rejoined  his  army  at  New 
Orleans,  and  a  short  time  after  took  part  in  the  eight 
days'  fight  at  Mobile  in  front  of  Spanish  Fort.  Af- 
ter being  discharged  he  returned  to  Indiana,  and 
after  clerking  in  a  store  for  some  time,  bought  an 
interest  in  the  establishment  and  sold  goods  at  Silver 
Lake  for  about  four  years.  From  that  time  until 
1873  he  followed  farming,  then  came  to  Nebraska  as 
above  stated.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  and  in  November,  1882,  was  elected  township 
assessor,  and  served  two  terms.  He  was  married 
in  Indiana,  October  18,  1866,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Creager,  a  native  of  that  State,  and  a  daughter  of 
Adam  Creager,  and  by  her  has  had  a  family  of  six 
children:  Myrtle,  wife  of  William  Wai-den,  by  whom 
she  has  one  child,  Cyril  Thomas,  married  and  resides 
at  Juniata;  Charles  E. ,  Clarence  C. ,   Ettie  May  and 


Naomi  W.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ball  are  members  of  the 
United  Brethren  Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of 
Geary  Post  No.  81,  G.  A.  R. ,  at  Juniata.  His 
parents,  C.  M.  and  Nancy  (Woolf)  Ball,  were  born  in 
Tenneesee  and  Indiana  ,  respectively,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  the  latter  State,  the  father  having  been  taken 
there  by  his  parents  when  a  child.  After  their  mar- 
riage they  resided  in  Indiana  a  number  of  years, 
and  in  1872  Mr.  Ball  moved  to  Illinois,  thence  to 
Nebraska  in  1877,  the  father  being  now  a  resident 
of  Garfield  Count}'.  His  wife  died  about  1854. 
Mr.  Ball  served  one  year  as  postmaster  at  Oswego, 
Ind. ,  in  1878,  resigning  on  account  of  moving  from 
that  place. 

David  L.  Barlass,  the  popular  sheriff  of  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  although  born  in  Rock  County,  Wis. , 
September  10,  1854,  has  been  a  resident  of  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  since  1874.  His  parents,  Andrew 
and  Margaret  (Clink)  Barlass,  were  born  in  Scot- 
land in  1822  and  1824,  respectively,  and  in  1840 
left  their  native  land  to  seek  a  home  in  the  New 
World.  They  settled  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  on 
what  is  known  as  Rock  Prairie,  being  among  its 
first  settlers,  and  there  opened  up  a  large  farm.  On 
this  farm  David  L.  Barlass  was  reared,  and  in 
addition  to  assisting  his  father  in  tilling  the  land  on 
which  they  had  settled,  he  attended  the  common 
school,  near  his  home,  and,  being  persevering  and 
intelligent,  he  acquired  a  good  education.  This  he 
supplemented  by  a  two  years'  course  at  Milton  Col- 
lege, in  Milton,  Wis. ,  then  in  1874,  as  above  stated, 
came  to  Nebraska,  and  the  first  nine  years  of  his 
residence  here  were  spent  in  following  the  plow  on  a 
farm  three  miles  south  of  Hastings.  Being  a  Re- 
publican politically  and  a  strict  party  man,  he  was 
elected  on  that  ticket,  in  the  fall  of  1883,  to  the 
office  of  sheriff,  with  a  majority  of  555;  was  re- 
elected two  j-ears  later  with  a  majority  of  800,  and 
in  1877  was  again  honored  with  the  position,  his 
majority  this  time  being  more  than  1,000.  This 
shows  beyond  question  his  popularity  as  an  official, 
and  he  has  proven  himself  to  be  a  competent,  faith- 
ful and  fearless  officer.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
Hastings  Lodge  No.  28,  of  the  K.  of  P.  His  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Ella  M.  Hill  was  celebrated  Sei> 
tember  2,    1884.       She  was   born  in    Illinois,   and 
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by  Mr.  Barlass  is  the  mother  of  one  chihl,  Her- 
bert L. 

B.  F.  Biur,  lumber  dealer,  Prosser,  Neb.  The 
busiuess  interests  of  this  town  are  ablj-  represented 
b3'  Mr.  Barr,  who  not  only  represents  the  city  in 
that  capacity,  but  who  is  also  recognized  as  a  pleas- 
ant, genial  gentleman.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Logan  County,  111. ,  and  was  born  there  on  Septem- 
ber 4,  1859.  His  father,  George  Barr,  is  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  in  about  1852  emigrated 
to  Logan  County,  111. ,  where  he  married  Miss 
Maria  Jackson,  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  but  who  had 
emigrated  with  her  parents  some  time  previous  to 
Illinois.  Of  the  three  children  born  to  their  mar- 
riage, B.  F.  Barr  is  the  eldest.  He  passed  his  boy- 
hood da3-s  in  Illinois,  received  a  good  education, 
and  in  January,  1880,  he  came  to  Nebraska,  where 
for  two  years  he  was  engaged  in  farming  near  Hast- 
ings. He  subsequently  went  to  Oregon,  spent  some 
time  traveling  through  that  and  other  Western  States, 
but  finally  returned  to  Bloomington,  Neb.,  where 
he  accepted  a  position  with  the  White  Lake  Lumber 
Company.  From  there  he  went  to  Hastings,  Neb. , 
engaged  with  the  Paine  Lumber  Company,  and  in 
April,  1885,  he  accepted  the  position  of  general 
manager  and  superintendent  of  their  luml)er  and 
coal  yards  at  Hansen,  Neb.  On  July  1,  1889,  he 
opened  his  present  business  at  Prosser,  Neb. ,  and  is 
the  pioneer  lumber  dealer  of  the  place.  On  No- 
vember 26,  1883,  he  married  Miss  Eva  C.  Richards, 
a  native  of  Wisconsin,  who,  when  a  child,  went  to 
Dakota  with  her  parents,  and  later  to  Nebraska. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  two  children:  Mabel  C. 
and  Grant.  Mr.  Barr  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F. ,  and  also 
of  the  order  of  Heptasops  or  Seven  Wise  Men. 
Mrs.  Barr  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  both  are  much  esteemed  citizens. 

Herman  Bentert,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  Of  that  sturdy  and  independent  class, 
the  farmers  of  Nebraska,  none  are  possessed  of  more 
genuine  merit  and  a  stronger  character  than  he  whose 
name  s  ands  at  the  head  of  this  sketch.  Mr.  Bentert 
was  born  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis. ,  in  1859,  and 
was  the  youngest  of  two  children  born  to  the  union 
of  Frederick  and  Dora  T.  (Kibbos)  Bentert,  natives 


of  Germany.  The  father  was  married  in  his  native 
country  in  1854,  emigrated  to  America  in  1857,  and 
at  once  began  working  on  a  farm  in  Sheboygan 
Countj-,  Wis. ,  receivjng  fifty  cents  a  day  for  his 
labor.  Finally  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
improved  it,  and  in  1874  came  to  Nebraska,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres.  Since  then  he  has  added 
to  his  original  tract,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  400 
acres,  and  is  also  the  owner  of  considerable  property 
in  Hastings.  He  is  still  living  and  makes  his  home 
with  his  son,  Herman.  The  mother  died  in  Wiscon- 
sin in  1860.  Herman  Bentert's  early  life  was  divided 
between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  receiving  an 
education  in  the  common  schools  of  Wisconsin  and 
Nebraska.  He  came  to  Nebraska  at  the  age  of  fif- 
teen j-ears,  and  being  the  onl}'  one  of  the  childi'en 
now  living,  is  directly  connected  with  his  father  in 
business.  They  came  to  Nebraska  with  onlj-  S2, 5(MI 
and  now,  b}-  their  industr}'  and  good  business  abil- 
ity, own  property  to  the  value  of  $25,000.  They 
are  engaged  extensively  in  stock  raising,  feeding 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  cattle  and  hogs  yearly. 
Herman  Bentert  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics 
and  his  vote  is  cast  with  the  Democratic  party.  As 
treasurer  of  Highland  Township  (having  been  elected 
to  that  position  in  1888,  and  re-elected  in  1880)  he 
is  a  man  who  has  the  perfect  confidence  and  respect 
of  the  people.  He  is  progressive  in  his  views  and 
has  borne  a  prominent  part  in  promoting  the  various 
interests  of  the  county.  He  is  the  tallest  man  in 
Adams  County,  if  not  in  the  State,  measuring  six 
feet,  eight  inches  in  height,  and  is  one  of  the  best 
known  men  in  the  county.  He  aids  all  public  enter- 
prises of  a  laudable  nature,  and  is  Lutheran  in  his 
religious  belief. 

F.  M.  Betteys,  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
Hastings,  Neb.  To  undertake  to  introduce  to  our 
readers  the  subject  of  this  sketch  would  be  some- 
thing entirely  unnecessary,  for  his  extensive  ac- 
quaintance and  long  connection  with  the  afl'airs  of 
the  vicinity,  have  rendered  him  well  and  popularly 
known.  Born  in  La  Porte  County,  Ind. ,  April  29, 
1844,  he  was  the  son  of  Alonzo  and  Julia  (Lykins) 
Betteys.  The  father  was  born  in  New  York  in  1809, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Boone,  Neb.  The  mother 
was  born  in  Kentucky,  and  died  in  1871.      In  July, 
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LSIIS.F.  M.  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twelftli  Missouri 
Crtvalry.  He  served  until  June,  18C5,  aftei-  which 
lie  returned  to  Iowa  and  taught  school  in  that  State 
until  188'4.  He  then  came  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  and 
spent  five  years  in  the  county  clerk's  office  as  deputy 
county  clerk.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  1889  he  was  elected  superintendent  of  the  public 
schools  of  the  county.  Mr.  Betteys  selected  for  his 
companion  in  life  Miss  Virginia  J.  Wade,  a  native 
of  Will  County,  111.,  born  in  1850,  and  was  united 
in  marriage  to  her  in  187-1.  The  fruits  of  this  union 
have  lieen  four  children:  Eugene,  Mamie,  Edward 
and  Winnie. 

Harm  .J.  Bierman.  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Hastings,  Xeb.  In  his  farming  operations  in  this 
country  Mr.  Bierman  has  pursued  the  sturdy,  in- 
dusti'ious  and  enterprising  princiiiles  which  charac- 
terize the  customs  of  those  of  foreign  birth  now  re- 
siding in  Adams  County,  Neb.  He  was  born  in 
Germany  in  18-tO,  and  was  the  fourth  child  in  order 
of  birth.  His  father,  John  Bieiman,  was  born  in 
Germanj'  in  1804;  was  a  farmer  bj'  occupation, 
and  remained  in  his  native  counti-y  until  1863,  when 
he  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States,  and  set- 
tled in  Woodfoi  1  County,  111.  Here  he  followed 
farming,  and  was  very  successful  in  this  occupation. 
He  died  in  Illinois  in  1875.  His  wife,  Miss 
Johanna  Severs,  who  bore  him  six  children,  died  in 
1867.  Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  he  in  his  political  views  was  Independent,  vot- 
ing for  principle  not  for  party.  Their  children  were 
named  as  follows:  Henrietta,  Francis,  Harm,  de- 
ceased, and  Harm  who  is  living  and  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch;  Peterke  (living),  and  John  (deceased). 
In  early  life  Harm  J.  Bierman  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  yesas  went  on 
the  sea,  which  he  followed  for  some  time.  He  then 
went  to  Illinois,  settled  in  Woodford,  near  Minonk, 
and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  for  twelve 
years.  He  was  married  in  1867  to  Miss  Katie  Flyr, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  and  who  moved  to  Illi- 
nois with  her  father,  William  Flyr,  when  but  two 
years  of  age.  The  father  died  in  Illinois  in  1883. 
To  the  marriage  of  5Ir.  Bierman  were  born  nine 
children,  eight  now  living:  Albert  (deceased), 
Henry,  Christina,  now  Mrs.   Knapp,  and  resides  in 


Hastings,  Johanna,  John,  Harr3-,  Albert,  Herman 
and  Theodore.  Mrs.  Bierman  moved  to  Adams 
Count}',  Neb.,  in  1876,  settled  on  the  prairie  where 
he  now  lives;  bought  320  acres  of  good  land,  and 
this  he  has  improved  ver}-  much.  He  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  much 
respected  citizens.  He  was  road  .  supervisor  of  the 
township  for  one  year,  and  he  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  school  and  church  matters.  He  is  a  wide-awake, 
industrious  farmer,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  itnprove- 
ments  made  on  his  farm.  He  is  a  ReiJublicau  in 
politics. 

Luther  A.  Boley,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  Since  his  res- 
idence in  the  count}-,  Mr.  Boley  has  been  very  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  material  affairs  of  this 
community,  indeed  far  more  so  than  the  average  of 
men.  He  was  born  in  Huron  County,  Ohio,  Sep- 
tember 29,  1839,  and  received  his  education  in  the 
high  schools,  supplementing  the  same  by  attending 
the  seminary  at  Auburn.  In  1 859  he  began  teaching 
in  the  public  schools  of  Indiana,  and  followed  that 
occupation  for  four  years.  He  then  worked  for  the 
Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern  Railroad  Company 
as  section  foreman,  and  eight  years  later  turned  his 
attention  to  farming,  which  he  followed  until  1874, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  locating  on  a  homestead 
near  Kenesaw.  There  he  remained  eleven  years  and 
then  accepted  a  position  as  manager  of  the  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company's  coal  busi- 
ness at  Kenesaw,  which  he  still  continues  to  hold. 
In  1876  he  was  elected  assessor  for  Kenesaw  pre- 
cinct and  served  six  years;  was  a  member  of  the 
town  council  for  two  years,  and  is  a  member  of  Ken- 
esaw Lodge  No.  144,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  He  selected 
as  his  companion  in  life.  Miss  Kate  J.  Hodges,  a 
native  of  Huron  County,  Ohio,  and  their  marriage 
was  solemnized  in  1862.  To  this  union  have  been 
born  three  children:  Edith  Camilla,  now  Mrs.  Harry 
Mitchell,  resides  at  Cheyenne;  Walter  F.,  and  Madge 
A.  Mrs.  Boley  is  a  church  worker  and  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  all  charitable  enterprises.  Mr. 
Boley's  parents,  Martin  and  Sarah  Ann  (Hodges) 
Boley,  were  natives  of  New  York,  and  came  to  Ohio 
about  1835.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
an  infant  only  a  few  weeks  old  they  moved  to  Kent 
County,  Ontario,  where  they  remained  four  }ears, 
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and  then  returned  to  Ohio,  residing  on  the  original 
farm  for  four  3-ears.  In  1847  they  moved  to  Indi- 
ana, locating  in  De  Kalb  County,  where  they  were 
pioneer  settlers,  and  where  they  both  passed  their 
last  days,  the  fatlier  dying  in  the  fall  of  1859,  and 
the  mother  in  1874.  The  former  was  one  of  the 
original  Abolitiomsts. 

Harry  Broolts  Borley,  drayage  and  transfer, 
Hastings,  Neb.  This  successful  and  enterprising 
business  man  was  born  in  the  County  of  Suffolk,  Eng- 
land, on  June  3,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Brooks)  Borley,  natives  also  of  England.  The 
union  of  the  parents  was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children,  three  now  living,  and  Harry  Brooks  Borley 
is  the  fourth  child  in  order  of  birth.  The  latter  at- 
tained his  growth  in  London,  England,  attended  the 
schools  of  the  same,  and  for  two  years  prior  to  com- 
ing to  the  United  States,  was  engaged  in  the  book 
and  newspaper  business  for  W.  H.  Smith  &  Sons  in 
London.  He  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1873,  located  in  Hastings,  and  in  1874  bought 
eighty  acres  of  railroad  land,  the  south  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  35,  Township  7,  Range 
10,  which  he  still  owns  and  has  greatly  improved. 
For  six  years  he  was  a  clerk  in  what  was  then  the  St. 
Joe  &  Denver  Railroad,  but  what  is  now  the  St.  Joe 
&  Grand  Island.  In  1880  Mr.  Borley  began  the 
draj'age  and  transfer  business  in  this  city,  and  this 
he  still  continues.  He  was  married  on  December 
31,  1884,  to  Miss  Henrietta  Wallace,  daughter  of 
Martin  F.  and  Nellie  Wallace.  Mrs.  Borley  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  1865,  and  came  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  with  her  parents  in  1873.  To  this 
marriage  have  been  born  two  children,  Harry  W. , 
whose  birth  occurred  on  February  27,  1886,  and 
William  E. ,  who  was  born  on  December  23,  1887. 
In  politics  Mr.  Borley  is  a  Republican,  and  in  1879 
he  joined  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Hastings  Lodge 
No.  50.  He  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Adams 
County,  and  is  practicall}'  a  self-made  man,  having 
accumulated  the  most  of  his  property  by  his  own 
efforts. 

Isaac  Boyd  is  a  wealthy  tiller  of  the  soil  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  comes  of  an  excellent 
stock,  his  ancestors  having  been  prominent  and  in- 
fluential citizens  of  the  different  localities  in  which 


they  resided.  Born  in  Seneca  County,  Ohio,  on 
August  28,  1843,  he  learned  the  intricacies  of  farm 
labor  from  his  father,  and  this,  in  connection  with 
stock  raising,  has  continued  to  be  his  calling  ever 
since.  John  Boyd,  his  father,  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania, but  was  reared  in  the  Buckeye  State,  and 
was  married  in  Seneca  County  to  Elizabeth  Eckley, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  after  farming  there  for  a 
period  of  twenty  years,  and  becoming  well  known 
throughout  that  region  as  an  honorable,  upright  and 
worthy  man,  he  passed  to  his  long  home  in  August, 
1856,  deeply  mourned  not  only  by  his  immediate 
and  sorrowing  household,  but  by  all  who  knew  him. 
Soon  after  his  death  his  wife  and  family  moved  to 
Stark  County,  111. ,  and  here  the  mother  made  her 
home  for  some  twenty  years,  but  is  now  residing 
with  her  son  Isaac.  The  latter  grew  to  mature 
years  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  but  in  1871  went  to 
Guthrie  County,  Icwa,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
following  the  plow  for  about  two  years,  and  taught 
school  one  year,  having  received  a  good  education 
in  his  youth,  being  an  attendant  of  Knox  College, 
111. ,  for  about  two  years,  and  a  college' at  Hayesville, 
Ohio,  one  year.  He  was  married  in  Guthrie  County, 
Iowa,  December  25,  1872,  to  Mary  E.  Mizen,  a 
native  of  Wisconsin,  reared  and  educated  in  Dean 
County,  and  a  daughter  of  George  Mizen;  and 
shortly  after  their  marriage  they  removed  to  Ne- 
braska, and  in  March,  1876,  arrived  in  Adams 
Count}',  and  settled  on  the  farm  where  they  now  re- 
side. He  now  has  land  to  the  amount  of  240  acres, 
all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  on  which  are  good 
buildings,  orchards,  etc.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  two  successive  terms  as 
assessor,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  county  and 
State  conventions.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  jNIethodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  the  parents 
of  five  children:  Laura,  Lena,  Maud,  Frank  and 
Effie.      Two  children  died  in  infancy. 

Robert  M.  Boyd  is  accounted  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  stockman  of  Adams  Count}',  and  like  the  ma- 
jority of  native  Ohioans  is  progressive  in  his  views 
and  of  an  energetic  temperament.  His  birth  occurred 
in  Seneca  County,  March  1,  1844,  and  he  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Elizabeth  (Eckley)  Boyd,  also  natives 
of  that  State,  and    prosperous  agriculturists.      The 
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father's  death  took  place  in  his  native  State,  August 
13,  1857,  and  soon  after  his  family  removed  to  Stark 
Country,  111. ,  where  thej'  made  their  home  for  many 
years.  R.  M.  Boyd  grew  to  manhood  in  this  county, 
but  after  attaining  his  majority  he  began  farming 
for  himself,  and  in  1874  came  to  Nebraska,  having 
come  here  in  1872  and  homesteaded  some  land. 
Nearly  all  the  county  was  prairie  land  at  that  time 
and  there  were  verj'few  houses,  and  these  were  nearh' 
all  sod  houses,  and  the  county  seat  was  then  at  Ju- 
niata. Mr.  Boyd  built  a  good  frame  house,  which 
at  that  time  was  among  the  best  in  the  township,  and 
set  energetically  to  work  to  put  his  land  in  tillable 
condition,  which  he  succeeded  in  doing  in  a  short 
time.  He  has  since  purchased  160  acres  of  land  ad- 
joining his  home  place,  and  his  farm  now  comprises 
a  tract  of  320  acres,  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, ninetj--flve  being  devoted  to  corn,  twenty  acres 
to  millet  and  sugar  cane,  and  eightj-  acres  to  smalt 
grain.  He  has  been  feeding  cattle  and  hogs  for  the 
market  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  ships  on  an  aver- 
age of  one  ear  load  each  year.  He  has  two  thorough- 
bred Hereford  animals  for  breediiiL;  |iiii|">si's,  also 
some  good  graded  stock.  He  has  a  pi  arh  orchard 
of  about  300  trees,  and  an  apple  orchard  of  about 
three  acres,  the  yield  from  the  latter  being  some  300 
Inishels  in  1889.  In  May,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  Army,  Sixty-ninth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served 
four  months,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  he  was 
doing  guard  duty  in  Chicago.  He  is  a  Republican 
and  has  served  as  a  delegate  to  county  and  State 
conventions,  but  has  never  had  any  desire  for  office. 
His  union  to  Miss  Eliza  E.  Addis  was  celebrated  in 
Stark  County,  III,  Februray  3,  1874,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  Addis,  a  native  of  New  Jersey.  She  was 
born  in  Fulton  County,  111. ,  but  from  the  time  she 
was  twelve  years  of  age  until  she  reached  woman- 
hood was  a  resident  of  Stark  County.  Her  union 
with  Mr.  Boyd  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren: Frances  V. ,  Frederick,  and  a  son  and  daughter 
who  died  in  infancy. 

Nathan  L.  Brass  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Juni- 
ata, Neb.,  and  throughout  life  has  followed  the 
teaching  of  the  Golden  Rule  to  the  best  of  his  abil- 
ity, and  as  a  result  has  gained  the  respect  and 
of  all  who  know  him.     A  native  of  Michigan , 


born  in  1843,  he  is  the  fifth  child  born  to  Samuel 
Brass,  who  removed  from  Rochester,  N.  Y. ,  to 
Clinton  County,  Mich. ,  of  which  he  was  one  of  the 
pioneer  settlers.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife 
the  father  married  Margaret  Dotj-  at  Ann  Arbor, 
and  by  her  became  the  father  of  Nathan  L.  He  was 
a  farmer  and  boot  and  shoe  maker  by  occupation, 
and  died  in  March,  1864,  his  wife's  death  occurring 
in  1858.  After  being  engaged  in  farm  labor  and 
attending  the  district  schools  until  he  was  eighteen 
years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  First  Mich- 
igan Cavalry,  and  was  sent  to  Maryland,  but  his 
company  was  soon  detached  from  the  regiment  and 
assigned  to  scouting  duty  after  Mosby's  bush- 
whackers, serving  in  this  capacity  until  nearly  the 
close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  injured  and  trans- 
ferred to  the  Eighth  United  States  Regiment,  and 
with  his  company  was  detailed  to  guard  prisoners 
that  were  being  tried  for  the  murder  of  President 
Lincoln.  Before  his  duties  were  ended  he  became 
thoroughlj'  familiar  with  Mrs.  Mary  Sun-att,  Dr.  S. 
A.  Mudd,  L.  P.  Payne,  D.  E.  Herrold  and  others, 
and  so  vigilant  was  he  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties 
that  for  thirty  days  he  had  not  time  to  remove  his 
clothes.  His  regiment  led  the  funeral  procession 
through  the  city  to  the  train.  He  received  his  dis- 
charge November  16,  1865,  and  was  mustered  out 
at  Washington,  D.  C.  Upon  his  return  to  Michi- 
gan he  resumed  farming,  but  a  few  months  later 
was  taken  ill,  the  result  of  an  injury  received  in  the 
service,  and  for  two  years  was  incapacitated  for  work. 
After  recovering  he  engaged  in  butchering,  but  in 
1869  gave  up  this  work  and  removed  to  Wisconsin, 
where  he  resumed  agricultural  pursuits,  but  upon 
his  health  again  failing  him  at  the  end  of  about  a 
j-ear,  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  near  Juniata, 
where  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  imme- 
diately erecting  a  dwelling  thereon  with  lumber  that 
he  hauled  from  Sutton.  His  house  was  the  fifth 
frame  house  erected  in  the  township,  and  Juniata 
then  consisted  of  only  four  houses.  Many  interest- 
ing anecdotes  are  told  bj'  Mr.  Brass  concerning 
some  of  his  earl}'  hunting  experiences,  but  want  of 
space  forbids  their  repetition.  He  resided  on  his 
farm  near  the  town  until  1880,  making  many  very 
valuable  improvements,  then  moved  to  Juniata  and 
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settled  in  a  uew  residence  which  he  had  just  com- 
pleted, being  engaged  for  two  years  in  selling  agri- 
cultural machinery.  The  three  following  years  were 
spent  on  his  farm,  and  in  188G  he  bought  a  one- 
half  block  in  town,  built  him  a  residence,  set  out 
trees,  shrubs,  etc.,  and  has  made  him  a  very  pleas- 
ant home.  He  was  a  consistent  Republican  in  poli- 
tics until  ISSJr,  when  he  became  a  Prohibitionist, 
and  in  1886  began  lecturing  for  that  party,  his 
labors  in  this  direction  being  recognized  in  nearly 
every  part  of  the  State,  and  in  the  campaign  of 
1888  did  excellent  work  for  his  party,  He  was 
married  in  186C  to  Miss  Rachel  R.  Smith,  a  native 
of  Michigan,  and  a  daughter  of  Rev.  J.  Smith,  a 
minister  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  an  old 
missionary  to  the  Indians.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brass 
attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  the 
parents  of  four  children:  Bertha,  wife  of  Charles 
Allen;  Franklin  A.,  Fred  Adna  A.,  and  Willie,  who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  and  one-half  year.s 

John  Brechner,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  The  agricultural  affairs  of  Adams 
County,  and  particularly  of  this  township,  are  ably 
represented  among  others  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  has  been  a  resident  of  the  same  since 
1880.  He  was  originally  from  Stark  Count}^,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  in  1845,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Delilah  (Lindersmith)  Brechner.  The  father 
was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1813,  and 
although  he  learned  the  blacksmith  trade  when  a 
boy,  in  later  years  he  followed  the  occupation 
ot  a  farmer  and  blacksmith.  He  died  in  1860, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  in  Indiana.  Their 
family  consisted  of  fifteen  children:  Aaron, 
Joseph,  Anna,  Wilson,  Peter,  John,  Samuel,  Lu- 
cinda,  Susan,  Matilda,  Saloma,  Jacob  F.,  Mary  E. , 
George  and  Genevera.  They  reared  all  these  chil- 
dren but  Mary  E.  arid  Jacob  F.  The  mother  is  a 
member  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  of  which 
the  father  was  also  a  member.  John  Brechner  emi- 
grated from  Ohio  to  Indiana  when  a  boy,  and  in  the 
latter  State  he  received  the  principal  part  of  his  edu- 
cation. In  1866  he  went  to  the  lumber  regions  of 
Micliigan,  and  there  remained  for  seven  3'ears,  when 
he  returned  to  Indiana  and  engaged  in  farming, 
lie  was  married   in   1872  to  Miss  Harriet  Barnes, 


daughter  of  Amos  Barnes,  and  eight  children  have 
been  the  result  of  this  union:  J.  Harvey,  George 
W.,  Lydia  B. ,  Henry,  Delilah,  Stella,  Daisy  and 
Sady.  Mr.  Brechner  followed  farming  in  Indiana 
for  six  years,  and  in  1880  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska, 
and  settled  on  his  present  property-.  He  bought  a 
parti j^  improved  farm  of  eighty  acres,  and  also  eighty 
acres  of  railroad  land,  which  he  has  since  improved 
very  much.  In  politics  Mr.  Brechner  votes  for 
principle  and  not  for  party.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  three  terms.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  are  much  es- 
teemed citizens.  He  has  been  very  successful  since 
coming  to  Nebraska,  and  has  one  of  the  best  farms 
in  the  township,  all  the  result  of  his  own  exertions. 
His  brothers,  Aaron,  Wilson,  Joseph  and  Peter,  all 
enlisted  in  the  Forty-seventh  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
were  in  a  great  many  hard  fought  battles.  Samuel 
was  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  Indiana  In- 
fantry, Aaron  and  Peter  lost  their  health  while  in 
the  war,  and  the  former  died  from  the  effects  of  his 
service  in  1867.  Mr.  Brechner  is  the  only  one  of 
his  father's  family  who  came  to  this  State. 

Rev.  Jacob  Brinkema  is  the  present  pastor  of  the 
Presbj-terian  Church  in  Hanover  Township,  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  and  is  a  native  German,  having  been 
Ijorn  in  Hanover,  March  2,  1836,  being  the  youngest 
of  seven  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Justus  and 
Anna  (Green)  Brinkema.  The  father  was  an  en- 
terprising and  successful  agriculturist  and  he  and  his 
wife  were  membei's  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and 
died  in  1844  and  1843, respectively.  Their  children 
are  George,  Margaret,  Agnes,  Ernest,  who  died  in 
1853;  Justus,  and  two  who  died  in  infancy.  Rev. 
Jacob  Brinkema  attended  the  schools  of  Hanover 
in  his  youth,  but  in  1864  left  his  native  land  to  seek 
a  home  in  the  New  World,  and  settled  first  in  Ogle 
County,  111.  In  1866  he  entered  a  school  at  Du- 
buque, Iowa,  and  in  this  institution  began  his  theo- 
logical studies,  but  in  April,  1871,  left  school,  and 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  was  ordained  a  minister  of 
the  Gospel  and  put  in  charge  of  a  church  in  Grundy 
County,  Iowa.  After  spending  six  months  in  Ack- 
ley,  he  preached  in  Hamilton  County  for  some  time, 
and  while  in  that  State  was  instrumental  in  organizing 
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a  number  of  churclu's.  On  the  3(1  day  of  July. 
1883,  be  organized  a  uhurch  in  Hanover  Township, 
Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  was  put  in  charge  of  the 
same  in  Ma\-,  1884,  and  since  his  residence  here  has 
been  instrumental  in  bringing  many  people  into  the 
church.  January  11,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Bernhardine  Gruis,  a  daughter  of  Ralph  and  Bern- 
hardiue  Gruis,  all  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
and  by  his  wife  has  had  a  family  of  ten  children: 
Kuno,  who  died  January,  1873;  Juslon,  who  died 
January  16.  1881;  Anna,  was  born  in  1875:  Kuno, 
died  in  1887;  Barnhard,  who  was  born  in  1879;  Jus- 
tus, born  in  1881  and  died  March  15, 1885;  Kuno, 
born  in  1882  and  died  in  1885;  Rubalt,  who  died  in 
1884;  Margaret,  who  was  born  in  1886,  and  Justus 
born  in  1888.  Mr.  Brinkema  is  deeply  interested  in 
the  welfare  of  the  county,  and  is  an  earnest,  faithful 
and  consistent  worker  for  the  cause  of  Christianity. 
Bedford  Brown,  attorney,  Hastings,  Neb.  Of 
the  many  prominent  names  that  go  to  make  up  the 
strength  of  the  Nebraska  bar  is  that  of  Mr.  Bed- 
ford Brown,  who  though  j'Oung  in  yt':iis,  is  lookcil 
uiiDU  with  roiisidci-.ilile  pride bythe  peciilcol'  AWjiiis 
County,  not  only  lor  his  brilliant  efforts  in  his  piolVs- 
sion,  but  for  his  unquestioned  integrity  and  honesty 
of  purpose.  He  was  born  near  where  stands  the 
pivscnl  vilhi-eof  Divernon,  III.,  October  7,  18G1, 
;inil  lir^t  allciided  the  district  schools  of  Sangamon 
County,  ill.  Subsequently  he  attended  Whiijple 
Academy  at  Jacksonville,  111. ,  and  also  at  Illinois 
College,  of  the  same  place,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1884  with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  He  then  taught 
school  for  one  year,  and  in  the  fall  of  1885  entered 
the  Columbian  University  Law  School  at  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. ,  from  which  he  graduated  in  the  spring 
of  1 877.  After  this  he  was  in  the  office  of  Dilworth, 
Smith  &  Dilworth,  at  Hastings,  for  three  months,  and 
in  Ainil,  1888,  he  formed  a  co-partnership  for  the 
practice  of  law  with  W.  L.  Marshall,  which  contin- 
ued until  January  25,  1890,  when  the  partnership 
was  dissolved.  Mr.  Brown  is  a  close  student,  is  one 
of  the  popular  young  men  of  Hastings,  and  is  a  bril- 
liant young  lawyer.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He 
is  the  sixth  of  nine  children  born  to  Reuben  S.  and 
Sallie  (Wright)  Brown,  natives  of  Kentuckj-  and  Illi- 


nois, respectively.  The  parents  and  most  of  the 
family  reside  in  Sangamon  County,  111.  The  father 
is  an  agriculturist  by  occupation  near  Divernon,  111., 
and  occupies  a  prominent  position  among  the  many 
successful  business  men  of  that  community. 

William  R.  Burton,  county  judge-elect  of  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  is  a  man  of  recognized  worth,  and  to 
his  natural  abilities  have  been  added  the  wisdom  and 
experience  of  a  useful  and  well  spent  life.  He  was 
born  on  the  frontier  in  Southwestern  Missouri,  May 
31,  1844,  his  father,  Garrett  Burton,  who  was  a  na- 
tive Kentuckian,  born  in  1820,  being  of  a  wandering 
disposition,  and  with  his  family,  was  in  \Ii--onrl  at 
the  time  of  William's  birth.  The  motlicr  was  a  most 
estimable  lady,  and  was  a  faithful  wife  and  mother. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Catherine  Waugh,  and  she  was 
born  in  Tennessee  in  1819,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Harrison  County,  Ind.  Her  husband's  death  occurred 
in  1862,  and  upon  her  devolved  the  rearing,  support 
and  education  of  her  children,  five  in  number,  and 
how  well  this  dutj'was  fulfilled  is  evident  in  looking 
upon  her  children,  who  have  grown  to  honored  man- 
hood and  womanhood.  William  R.  Burton  is  the 
eldest  of  the  family,  and  in  early  boyhood  he  re- 
turned to  Indiana  with  his  mother,  and  here  his  early 
scholastic  advantages  were  enjoyed,  and  besides  ob- 
taining all  the  knowledge  to  be  acquired  in  the  com- 
mon schools,  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  obtain  a 
four  years'  schooling  in  the  Northwestern  Christian 
University  at  Indianapolis.  In  Jul3-,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  E,  Twenty-third  Indiana  Volunteer 
Infantry,  to  do  battle  for  the  Union,  and  was  a  faith- 
ful servant  for  "Uncle  Sam"  uutil  the  last  of  May, 
1865,  and  during  his  term  of  service  was  in  many 
important  engagements.  He  was  wounded  at  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  captured  on  the  field  of  battle 
and  was  cast  in  prison,  but  was  soon  after  paroled 
and  sent  to  a  hospital  at  St.  Louis.  Upon  his  re- 
covery he  entered  the  quarter-master's  department 
of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland  under  Gen.  Thomas, 
and  in  that  capacity  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  In  1872  he  began  the  stud}'  of  law,  and  two 
years  later  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Union  County, 
Ind.,  where  he  continued  the  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession until  1881,  at  which  time  he  accepted  a  posi- 
tion on  the  editorial  staff  of  the  Indianapolis  Jour- 


rv" 


HISTORY   OF   NEBRASKA. 


,U 


nal,  in  which  capacity  he  remained  two  years.  He 
then  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  for  some 
time  was  engaged  in  wielding  the  ferule,  but  in  1887 
was  chosen  judge  of  the  city  court  of  Hastings,  re- 
ceiving all  the  votes  cast  with  the  exception  of  one. 
In  1889  he  was  elected  to  his  present  position,  with 
a  plurality  of  700,  and  his  devotion  to  the  welfare 
of  this  county,  and  his  ability  and  fidelity  in  his 
present  position,  have  been  recognized  by  all.  Polit 
ically  he  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R. 
January  1,  1873,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Anna  J.  Langtree,  of  Madison,  Ind. ,  by  whom  he 
has  one  son:  Harry  G. 

Rev.  0.  A.  Buzzell  has  been  long  and  worthily 
identified  with  the  farming  and  religious  interests  of 
Adams  Countj-,  Neb. ,  and  no  history  of  this  imme- 
diate vicinity  would  be  complete  which  failed  to 
make  proper  mention  of  Mr.  Buzzell.  Originally 
from  Grafton  County,  N.  H. ,  he  was  born  there  in 
1835,  and  was  the  third  of  a  family  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  his  parents,  D.  R.  and  Anna  D. 
(Pease)  Buzzell.  The  father  is  yet  living,  and  has 
resided  on  one  farm  in  New  Hampshire  since  he  was 
seven  years  of  age,  the  farm  being  originally  pur- 
chased by  his  father,  the  grandfather  of  our  sub- 
ject. Since  he  attained  his  majority  he  has  been  an 
active  spirit  in  the  affairs  of  Grafton  County,  which 
he  has  represented  twice  in  the  State  Legislature. 
For  over  fifty  j-ears  he  served  as  clerk  of  the  Free 
Will  Baptist  Church  of  his  town,  and  politically  was 
a  Jacksonian  Democrat;  and  still  adheres  to  the 
principles  of  that  party.  For  a  number  of  years  he 
was  extensively  engaged  in  the  lumber  business, 
and  operated  two  saw  mills  on  a  stream  which  ran 
through  his  farm,  but  a  freshet  swept  both  these 
structures  awaj',  which  loss  financially  embarrassed 
Mr.  Buzzell  for  many  years.  He  eventually  recov- 
ered his  losses,  and  paid  his  debts  to  the  last  dol- 
lar. He  was  born  in  1806,  and  accordingly  is  now 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eightj'-three  years,  and  is 
yet  quite  hale  and  hearty,  bearing  his  burden  of 
many  years  with  ease,  his  memory  especially  show- 
ing few  indications  of  the  ravages  of  time.  His 
wife  died  in  1879  at  the  age  of  sixtj--nine  years. 
The    parental    grandfather    was    a   sturdy   pioneer 


farmer  of  New  Hampshire,  and  died  in  1872  at  the 
ripe  old  age  of  ninety-eight  and  one-half  years,  ha\  - 
ing  enlisted,  but  not  taking  an  active  part,  in  the 
War  of  1812.  The  mother's  parents  were  also 
among  the  sturdy  pioneers  of  New  Hampshire,  and 
lived  to  a  goodly  age.  0.  A.  Buzzell's  days  from 
his  earliest  recollections  were  occupied  with  the 
monotonous  duties  of  farm  life,  and  in  acquiring  an 
education  in  the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and 
when  his  twentieth  year  was  reached  he  went  to 
Lowell,  Mass. ,  and  began  clerking  in  a  book  store; 
but  in  December,  1857,  bought  out  the  proprietor 
and  started  in  business  for  himself,  conducting  the 
establishment  until  the  outbreak  of  the  late  Civil 
War.  In  July,  1862,  he  joined  Company  F  of  the 
Thirty-third  Regiment  Massachusetts  Infantry,  and 
was  a  member  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  for  one 
year.  After  becoming  a  member  of  the  Eleventh 
Army  Corps,  he  participated  in  the  battle  of  Chan- 
cellorsville,  and  in  the  fall  of  1863  was  transferred 
to  the  Army  of  the  West,  and  marched  from  Bridge- 
port to  Chattanooga;  and  after  reaching  the  latter 
place  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Valley, 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary  Ridge.  He  also 
participated  in  nearly  all  the  engagements  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign  in  the  Twentieth  Corps  (Joe 
Hooker's),  and  while  in  the  city  of  Atlanta  his  regi- 
ment was  detailed  for  provost  duty,  and  upon  the 
evacuation  of  the  arm}'  their  regiment  set  fire  to  the 
city.  He  was  with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the 
sea,  and  on  March  7,  1865,  received  injuries  which 
confined  him  to  the  hospital  for  some  time.  He 
was  discharged  May  24,  1865,  and  returned  home 
with  the  rank  of  corporal,  to  which  he  had  been 
promoted  while  on  the  Atlanta  campaign.  Before 
reaching  his  home,  however,  he  was  stricken  down 
by  fever,  and  for  a  time  his  life  was  despaired  of; 
but  by  fall  he  had  recovered  sufBciently  to  engage 
in  business,  which  he  did  in  the  city  of  Lowell, 
Mass.,  continuing  until  May,  1867,  at  which  date 
he  sold  out  and  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  shoe 
findings  in  Boston,  this  occupation  receiving  his  at- 
tention for  some  three  years.  During  this  time  he 
had  purchased  the  exclusive  control  of  Dr.  James 
Craigue's  Indian  family  medicines,  and  three  j-ears 
were  spent  in  the  preparation  of  these  remedies  for 
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the  public.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Nebra.ska,  cou- 
sideriug  that  the  new  country  beyond  the  Mississippi 
offered  better  advantages  to  a  man  than  the  East; 
and  time  has  proved  the  wisdom  of  his  decision  in 
locating  here.  He  settled  on  a  homestead  in  Buf- 
falo County,  near  where  Kearnej'  now  is;  but  after 
living  on  it  five  years  and  making  many  improve- 
ments, he  sold  out  and  moved  to  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  near  the  town  of  Juniata,  which  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  putting  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He 
has  a  pleasant  and  commodious  residence,  and  his 
farm  is  well  supplied  with  fruit  and  is  abundantlj' 
stocked,  this  branch  of  business  receiving  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  Sir.  Buzzell's  attention.  Mr. 
Buzzell  joined  the  Free  Will  Baptist  Church  when 
about  nineteen  years  of  age,  and  the  following  year 
changed  his  membership  to  the  First  (regular)  Bap- 
tist Church  of  Lowell,  Mass.;  and  while  in  Lowell, 
in  1866,  he  and  two  gentlemen  friends  started  the 
Y.  M.  C.  A. ,  of  which  he  was  an  active  member 
during  his  stay  in  the  city.  On  May  27,  1873,  he 
was  licensed  to  preach  by  the  Baptist  Church  of 
Gibbon,  Neb. ,  and  served  that  church  as  pastor  for 
one  year,  during  which  time  also  he  organized  a 
church  at  Huntsville.  In  1874  he  became  pastor 
of  the  First  Church  of  Kearney,  and  later  organized 
a  church  at  Overton,  and  became  pastor  of  the 
Plum  Creek  Church,  ten  miles  west.  He  was  or- 
dained March  9,  1877,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  he  received  a  call  from  Juniata,  which  he 
accepted,  and  moved  to  this  town;  and  under  his 
guidance  the  membership  soon  became  doubled, 
which  necessitated  the  erection  of  a  new  church, 
which  still  stands  as  a  tribute  to  his  zeal  and  fidelity. 
In  1881  he  organized  a  church  at  Minden;  in  1884, 
the  Mount  Pleasant  Church,  south  of  Juniata,  and 
has  also  assisted  in  organizing  a  number  of  other 
churches.  He  was  pastor  of  a  church  in  Hamilton 
County  two  years;  was  pastor  of  the  Union  and 
Catherton  Churches  in  Webster  County,  and  the 
Pleasant  Home  Church  in  Polk  County.  He  was 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Grand  Island  and 
South  Central  Baptist  Associations,  and  was  one  of 
the  Board  of  Directors  for  the  State  Convention, 
and  Chairman  of  the  State  Committee  of  Foreign 
Missions,  and  has  served  as  Moderator  of  each  of 


these  associations.  He  has  also  served  as  mis- 
sionary- in  employ  of  the  Baptist  Home  Missionary 
Society,  American  Bible  Society  and  American  Sun- 
day School  Union,  establishing  work  on  the  frontier. 
He  was  married  in  1858  to  Miss  Addie  M.  Jlerrill,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire,  and  a  daughter  of  Jere- 
miah and  Jlary  A.  (George)  Merrill,  the  father  dying 
when  Mrs.  Buzzell  was  a  child,  and  the  mother  in 
1877.  ■  The  former  was  a  farmer  bj-  occupation,  and 
an  enterprising  citizen.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Buzzell 
seven  children  have  been  born.  Edgar  A. ,  the  eldest, 
is  a  graduate  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  having 
worked  his  way  through  this  institution,  and  re- 
ceived at  the  end  of  the  course  $50  for  the  prize 
essay.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  of  Chicago,  and  is  now  practicing  law  in  that 
city.  He  was  born  October  10,  1860,  and  was  mar- 
ried April  4,  1887,  to  Miss  J.  Isetta  Gibson,  by 
whom  he  has  a  son  born  January  8,  1888,  named 
Edgar  Gibson.  Minnie  A.,  the  second  child,  was 
born  December  13,  1862,  and  was  the  first  graduate 
of  the  Gibbon  Baptist  Seminary.  She  later  spent 
one  year  in  the  University  of  Chicago  in  the  study 
of  special  branches  preparatory  to  engaging  in 
foreign  missionary  work,  and  in  the  fall  of  1884 
sailed  from  San  Francisco  to  China.  Her  support 
abroad  was  guaranteed  by  the  ladies  of  Oregon,  and 
she  reached  her  destination,  Swatow,  China,  Decem- 
ber 1,  1884;  but  after  three  years  of  successful 
labor  among  the  heathen  women,  owing  to  ill  health, 
returned  to  America  in  1887,  and  is  at  present  in 
Oregon  for  the  benefit  of  her  health,  and  is  at  the 
same  time  engaged  in  organizing  women's  mis- 
sionary societies  in  Oregon  and  Washington.  She 
was  the  youngest  single  lady  sent  on  this  work,  and 
the  superintendent  of  the  mission  in  China  said  that 
she  made  rapid  progress  in  learning  the  language. 
Annie,  Mr.  Buzzell's  second  daughter,  was  born 
August  3,1866,  and  received  her  education  in  Gibbon 
Seminary.  She  began  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
of  Adams  County  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  and  is 
now  in  her  third  year  in  charge  of  the  primary  de- 
partment of  the  Juniata  public  school.  Charles  D. , 
born  November  8,  1870,  is  at  home;  Jennie  M.  was 
born  November  22,  1873,  and  is  a  pupil  in  the  high 
school  at  Juniata.     Lewis  J.   was  born  September 
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12,  1876,  and  died  June  19,  1878,  and  Francis  H. 
was  born  November  9,  1882,  and  died  September  6, 
1884.  Mr.  Buzzell  cast  his  first  presidential  vote 
for  John  C.  Fremont,  and  has  ever  since  voted  in 
general  elections  for  the  Republican  candidate.  He 
is  a  member  of  Geary  Post  No.  81,  G.  A.  R.,  and 
has  been  honored  with  the  office  of  Chaplain  of  that 
body. 

W.  P.  W.  Campbell,  fanner  and  stockman, 
Trumbull,  Neb.  This  representative  citizen  is  one 
of  the  pioneers  of  "West  Blue  Township,  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  whither  he  had  emigrated  in  Febru- 
ary, 1874,  and  where  he  has  since  homesteaded 
160  acres  on  Section  12.  He  was  born  in  Kanawha 
County,  Va, ,  on  November  24,  1826,  and  is  the 
sixth  in  a  family  of  eight  children  born  to  the  union 
of  Roliert  and  Mary  (Griffith)  Campbell,  natives  of 
the  Old  Dominion,  Botetourt  County.  The  father 
was  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  was  the  inventor 
of  the  old  fashioned  auger  pump.  He  moved  to 
Sangamon  County,  111.,  in  1830,  settled  on  a  farm, 
entered  land,  and  made  that  count}-  his  home  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  December,  1844.  His 
wife  survived  him  until  November,  1861.  Of  their 
children  Charles  resides  in  Labette  County,  Kan. , 
John,  in  St.  Louis,  who  is  a  master  machinist,  and 
W.  P.  W.  The  latter  (the  subject  of  this  sketch) 
remained  on  the  farm  until  twentj'-one  years  of  age 
and  then  entered  a  machine  shop,  where  he  became 
a  master  mechanic.  He  set  up  machinery  all  over 
Illinois,  and  later  ran  stationary  engines  in  different 
parts  of  the  country.  After  this  he  worked  in  the 
shop  and  on  the  road  for  ten  jears.  On  May  26, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Infantry,  Com- 
pany I,  for  three  years,  at  Waverly,  111.,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Hatchie  and  siege 
of  Vicksburg.  While  at  Natchez  he  was  transferred 
to  the  invalid  corps  on  account  of  disability,  being 
sent  to  guard  the  prison  at  Rock  Island  until  the 
expiration  of  term  of  service.  He  was  discharged 
at  the  latter  place  on  Slay  27,  1864,  after  which  he 
went  to  Springfield,  111.  Mr.  Campbell  was  mar- 
ried previous  to  the  war,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Julia  M. 
Slater,  a  native  of  Sangamon  County,  111. ,  and  the 
daughter  of  Jay  and  Lucretia  (Carman)  Slater, 
natives   of   New   York   and   Virginia,  respective!}'. 


Mr.  Slater  settled  in  Illinois  at  an  earl}-  day,  and 
there  followed  agi'icultural  pursuits.  Both  he  and 
wife  are  deceased.  Mrs.  Campbell's  brother,  James 
H.  Slater,  was  United  States  Senator  from  Oregon, 
and  was  also  in  the  XLIst  Congress.  He  is  now  a 
resident  of  Oregon  and  a  prominent  criminal  lawyer 
of  La  Grande.  Mr.  Campbell,  after  marriage,  set- 
tled in  Springfield,  111. ,  whither  he  had  returned 
after  the  war,  and  there  resided  until  1874,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Neb.  He  entered  160 
acres  of  land,  and  now  has  all  that  in  a  good  state 
of  cultivation.  He  is  also  interested  in  the  raising 
of  stock.  Mr.  Campljell  is  not  active  in  politics, 
but  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  was  one  of  the 
first  in  the  district.  He  is  a  member  of  William  H. 
Harrison  Post  No.  183,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Trumbull, 
and  is  Senior  Vice  Commander.  ]>Irs.  Campbell  is 
a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  To 
their  union  bave  been  born  three  children:  Mary, 
now  Mrs.  L.  F.  Gould,  of  Orange  Vale,  Cal. ;  Olive, 
now  Mrs.  Ramsey,  of  Nebraska,  and  Charles  R. , 
who  is  married  and  resides  at  home.  Mr.  Campbell 
has  seen  the  complete  growth  of  the  county,  and  in 
its  early  settlement  has  been  obliged  to  go  to  the 
Platte  River  to  get  willows  for  fuel.  He  takes  an 
interest  in  and  aids  all  causes  for  the  good  of  the 
county. 

L.  M.  Campbell,  secretary  of  the  Nebraska  Real 
Estate  and  Live  Stock  Association,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  Hastings,  was  born  at 
DeWitt,  Iowa,  on  September  12,  1859,  and  is  the 
son  of  W.  R.  and  Rebecca  (McBride)  Campbell, 
natives  of  Ohio,  and  now  residents  of  South  Dakota, 
the  former  being  about  sixty-two  years  of  age  and 
the  latter  sixty-five  years  of  age.  Mr.  Campbell  is 
the  second  of  five  children.  He  remained  at  De- 
Witt,  Iowa,  until  1871,  and  then  for  five  years  at- 
tended school  at  Washington,  Iowa,  and  a  business 
college  at  Davenport,  Iowa.  In  1876  he  went  to 
Des  Moines,  and  during  the  winter  season  for  five 
years  was  book  keeper  for  the  Des  Moines  Pork 
Packing  Company.  In  1881  he  came  to  Hastings, 
and  until  September,  1888,  was  bookkeeper  for  the 
Nebraska  Loan  and  Trust  Company,  and  since  then 
has  been  actively  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business. 
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in  connection  with  one  of  tlie  most  extensive  real 
estate  firms  in  ttie  West.  The  same  was  organized 
August  1,  1883.  Mr.  Campbell  takes  an  active  part 
in  the  advancement  of  fastings,  and  readily  gives 
his  support  to  all  laudable  enterprises.  He  was 
married  in  1882  to  Miss  Almira  U.  Dillanback,  a 
native  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich. ,  who  died  in  Hastings, 
Neb.,  in  1886,  leaving  two  children,  Sidney  E., 
born  in  1883,  and  Almira  U.,  born  in  1886.  Mr. 
Campbell  was  married  the  second  time  on  January 
18,  1888,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Ritter,  a  native  of  Con- 
stantine,  Mich.  Mr.  Campbell  is  an  ardent  Repub- 
lican, and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  James 
A.  Garfield,  at  Creston,  Iowa.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  Lodge,  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  0. 
F.  and  the  A.  0.  U.  W. ,  and  is  one  of  the  popular 
men  of  Hastings. 

Lucius  Juuia  Capps  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
law  firm  of  Capps,  McCreary  &  Stevens,  of  Hastings, 
Neb.  As  a  copartnership  whose  honor  is  above 
criticism,  whose  abilitj'  places  it  in  the  front  rank  of 
the  Western  bar,  whose  name  is  well  known  through- 
out Adams  and  surrounding  counties,  this  firm 
occupies  an  enviable  place.  The  gentlemen  com- 
posing the  firm  are  admirably  adapted  to  their  call- 
ing, and  Mr.  Capps  is  especially  well  known.  He 
was  born  in  Indiana,  October  10,  1852,  and  is  a  son 
of  J.  W.  and  Julia  (Boone)  Capps,  who  were  born 
in  North  Carolina  and  Indiana,  in  1824  and  1834, 
respectively.  They  removed  to  Boone  County, 
Iowa,  at  an  early  day,  and  here  the  mother's  death 
occurred  in  1873,  her  husband  being  still  alive  and 
a  prominent  resident  of  that  county.  Lucius  J. 
Capps  is  the  eldest  of  their  seven  children,  and  when 
a  little  less  than  one  year  old  his  parents  located  in 
Iowa,  and  until  nineteen  years  of  age  he  was  an 
attendant  of  the  public  schools  of  Boone  County. 
He  then  began  studying  law  in  the  office  of  W.  R. 
Lawrence,  but  finished  his  legal  studies  in  the  office 
of  Judge  Mitchell,  and  on  May  15,  1873,  he  was 
admitted  to  the  Boone  County  bar.  The  same  year 
he  went  to  Utah  Territory,  but  a  few  months  later 
returned  home,  and  in  September,  1874,  entered  the 
law  department  of  the  University  of  Michigan,  at 
Ann  Arbor,  and  on  March  24,  graduated  with  the 
class  of  1875.      From    that   time    until   December, 


1878,  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Paris,  111.,  be- 
ing admitted  to  practice  before  the  Supreme  Court 
of  that  State  June  4,  1875,  after  which  he  came  to 
Hastings,  Neb.,  and  in  December,  1878,  became  a 
member  of  the  Adams  County  bar.  He  also  holds 
a  certificate  to  practice  in  the  federal  courts.  De- 
cember 26,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  J. 
Vance,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1857,  and 
died  May  16,  1888,  leaving  two  children,  Louis 
Junia  and  Harry  F.  V.  Mr.  Capps  has  always  been 
a  stanch  Republican. 

Levi  Carkins,  farmer  and  stock  breeder,  Hast> 
ings,  Neb.  Among  the  infiuential  and  respected 
citizens  of  Adams  County,  there  is  no  one  more 
justly  entitled  to  representation  in  this  work  than 
Levi  Carkins.  He  came  to  the  county  in  the  spring 
of  1873,  entered  160  acres  of  land,  erected  a  frame 
house  and  commenced  improving  his  farm.  He  was 
born  in  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. ,  in  October,  1841, 
and  was  the  fifth  of  ten  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Levi  and  Lefy  (Richmond)  Carkins,  both  natives  of 
the  southern  part  of  New  York  State.  The  parents 
were  married  in  New  York  in  1832,  moved  to  Mc- 
Henry  County,  111. ,  in  1845,  and  here  the  father  cul- 
tivated the  soil  until  1856.  They  then  moved  to 
Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  where  the  father  continued 
his  former  pursuit  until  his  death  the  following  year. 
The  mother  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  in  1813, 
and  survived  her  husband  until  1884,  having  been  a 
resident  of  Iowa  for  twenty-eight  years.  Their 
family  consisted  of  the  following  children:  Mary, 
died  in  Iowa;  Sarah,  now  Mrs.  Graves,  of  New  Hamp- 
ton, Iowa;  Amaziah,  died  in  McHenry  Count}',  111., 
many  years  ago;  Sylvester,  died  November  14,  1881; 
Levi  (our  subject),  Richmond,  enlisted  in  the  L^nion 
Army,  Company  C,  Thii-tj--eighth  Iowa  Infantry,  at 
Chickasaw,  Iowa,  in  1862,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Western  Department;  he  died  at  New  Orleans  in 
1863  of  chronic  diarrhrea,  contracted  in  service; 
Phoebe  Jane,  now  Mrs.  Gregory,  of  Charles  City, 
Iowa;  George  Washington,  married  and  resides  in 
Iowa;  Ruthfield,  married  and  resides  in  Hayes 
County,  Neb. ,  and  Cyrus  who  resides  in  Hayes 
County,  Neb.  Levi  Carkins'  time  in  early  life  was 
divided  between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  receiving 
an  ordinar}-  education  in  the  schools  of  Chickasaw, 
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Iowa.  He  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Seventh  Iowa 
Infantry,  at  Hampton,  Iowa,  July  8,  1861,  for  three 
years,  and  was  sent  to  the  Western  Department.  He 
was  in  the  battle  of  Belmont  and  there  received  a 
gunshot  wound.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta,  also 
several  other  prominent  battles,  and  was  with  Sher- 
man on  his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  in  August,  1864. 
Returning  home  to  Iowa  he  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  this  has  continued  ever  since.  His 
mamage  occurred  in  Chickasaw  County,  Iowa,  in 
1884,  to  Miss  C.  D.  Carpenter,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
bore  him  two  children:  Kittle  M. ,  now  Mrs.  Miukler, 
of  Ohio,  and  H.  E.,  who  now  resides  in  Nebraska. 
Mr.  Carkins  took  for  his  second  wife  Mrs.  Angeline 
(Keene)  Hudson,  the  daughter  of  Alvin  and  Sarah 
(Cheever)  Keene,  natives  of  New  York,  and  was 
married  to  her  in  Nebraska,  in  1877.  Her  parents 
moved  to  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  in  1837,  settled  on 
a  farm,  and  there  the  mother  died  in  1852.  The 
father  died  January  30,  1879.  Mrs.  Carkins  was 
married  in  Monroe  County,  Mich.,  in  1865,  to  Fer- 
nando Hudson,  a  native  of  Monroe  County,  Mich. , 
and  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  1872,  settling 
in  Denver  Township,  where  thej-  entered  eighty  acres 
of  land  within  the  present  limits  of  Hastings,  which 
at  that  time  consisted  of  a  few  sod  cabins.  Mr. 
Hudson's  death  occurred  in  1874.  Mr.  Carkins  has 
continued  to  improve  his  farm,  and  now  has  320 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  feeds  considerable 
stock,  has  a  good  grade,  and  has  made  many  and 
vast  improvements.  He  is  the  township  committee- 
man of  Highland  Township,  takes  an  active  part  in 
politics  and  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
was  school  treasurer  in  1876,  and  has  filled  many 
other  local  positions.  He  assisted  in  the  organiza- 
tion of  Highland  Township.  Mrs.  Carkins  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  active  in  its  various  workings.  Mr.  Carkins 
has  seen  a  vast  change  in  the  countj'  since  his 
residence  here,  and  being  one  of  the  pioneers 
has  tsiken  a  deep  interest  in  everything  that  per- 
tains to  the  good  of  the  same.  When  he  first 
settled  here  he  was  offered  a  lot  in  Hastings  for 
a  watch,  but  refused  the  offer.     He  is  a  self-made 


man  and  has  accumulated  all  his  property  since 
coming  here. 

Thomas  Carroll,  farmer  and  stockman,  Ayr,  Neb. 
If,  as  is  self-evident,  this  work  would  be  incomplete 
without  sketches  of  the  more  public  spirited  of  the 
successful  agriculturists  and  stockmen,  and  substan- 
tial, well-to-do  citizens  of  Adams  Countj-,  the  biog- 
raph3-  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  justly  finds  a 
conspicuous  place  in  the  present  volume.  Mr.  Car- 
roll was  originally  from  New  York  Citj-,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1843,  but  his  education  was  re- 
ceived in  Illinois.  His  parents,  John  and  Bridget 
(Mooney)  Carroll,  were  both  natives  of  County  ^layo. 
Province  of  Connaught,  Ireland.  The  father  was 
born  in  1803,  and  in  1838  emigrated  to  New  Y'ork 
City,  where  he  remained  until  1845.  From  there  he 
removed  to  Vermont,  thence  in  1846  to  Illinois,  and 
from  there,  in  1878,  to  Union  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  lived  a  retired  life.  He  died  in  that  State  in 
1884,  and  the  mother  in  Illinois  in  1864.  The  father 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was  a  member  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  Thomas  Carroll  spent  his 
school-boy  days  in  Illinois,  and  at  the  breaking  out 
of  the  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twelfth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  under  Col.  John  McCarthy,  and  was 
in  many  of  the  principal  engagements.  He  was  in 
the  battles  of  Donelson  and  Shiloh,  where  he  was 
wounded  by  a  minie-ball  (which  he  carries  to  this 
day),  and  being  unable  to  do  further  service  on  ac- 
count of  this,  was  discharged  in  1862.  He  has 
since  been  unable  to  do  manual  labor.  In  1864  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Lucelia  Bort,  daughter  of  Daniel 
Bort,  of  Illinois,  and  afterward  followed  agricultural 
pursuits  in  that  State  for  a  number  of  years.  In 
1873  he  came  to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Ajt  Township, 
Adams  County,  entered  160  acres  of  land,  which  he 
has  since  increased  to  640  acres,  and  has  this  all 
under  fence  and  well  improved.  Although  a  Demo- 
crat he  is  not  a  party  man  and  votes  for  principle. 
He  has  been  school  treasurer  in  his  district,  and  is 
interested  in  all  local  affairs.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Carroll  have  been  born  ten  children:  John  M., 
Charles  H. ,  Thomas  B. ,  Louis  H. ,  Frank,  James  C. , 
Wesley  A. ,  Herron  G. ,  Maggie  Lue  and  Mary  0. 
The  children  are  all  at  home. 

Thomas  W.  Carter,  farmer  and  stock  rai.ser,  Rose- 
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land,  Neb.  Mr.  Carter  is  a  native  of  Rlioile  Island, 
and  was  born  in  the  city  of  Providence  on  Angust 
21,  1844.  His  father,  Charles  W.  Carter,  was  born 
on  Breed's  Hill,  Charleston,  Mass.,  was  reared  there, 
and  when  a  j'oung  man  went  to  Rhode  Island,  where 
he  married  Miss  Phoebe  Ann  Patt,  a  native  of  that 
State.  Mr.  Carter  was  a  blacksmith  and  machinist 
by  trade,  and  after  remaining  in  Rhode  Island  from 
1852  until  1872  he  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb. , 
and  here  passed  the  closing  scenes  of  his  life,  his 
death  occurring  on  August  19,  1882.  His  wife  is 
still  living.  He  was  in  Rhode  Island  during  the 
Dorr  trouble.  T.  W.  Carter  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Illinois  in  1852,  settled  in  McLean  County,  and 
August  15,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred 
and  Seventh  Illinois  Infantrj',  and  was  transferred 
in  18G3  to  the  Seventh  Illinois  Battery,  and  in  1864 
to  Batterj'  K,  First  Illinois  Light  Artillery,  serving 
until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  discharged  in 
July,  1865,  and  was  mustered  out  at  Knoxville. 
He  participated  ia  the  fight  at  Bean  Station,  and  his 
battery  whipped  the  fnnioiis  Gray  ILirse  battery  of 
Longstreet.  He  also  ijailicipatcil  in  the  liattle  of 
Perryville,  siege  of  Knoxville,  Strawberry  Plains  and 
a  great  many  lesser  battles.  He  was  not  sick  nor 
did  he  lose  any  time  during  his  term  of  service. 
Returning  to  Illinois,  McLean  County,  he  there  re- 
sided until  1872,  when  he  moved  to  Adams  County, 
Neb.,  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  In  March,  1873,  he 
entered  land,  and  has  since  added  to  this  and  now 
has  his  place  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  was 
married  here  on  March  19,  1883,  to  Mrs.  Lydia  J. 
Barnard,  a  native  of  Stueben  County,  Ind. ,  born  near 
Angola,  and  the  daughter  of  0.  V.  Barnard.  In  his 
political  views  Mr.  Carter  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party  and  has  held  some  local  positions.  He 
was  elected  supervisor  in  1886  and  re-elected  in 
1887,  serving  two  terms  in  that  capacity.  He  then 
resigned  in  the  last  named  j'ear,  moved  to  Alma  and 
engaged  in  business  there  for  one  season,  renting  out 
his  farm.  He  was  appointed  magistrate  of  Rose- 
land  Township  in  1889,  and  is  a  man  who  has  the 
confidence  and  respect  of  all  acquainted  with  him. 
He  and  Mrs.  Carter  are  hospitable  and  very  pleas- 
ant in  all  their  intercourse  with  the  public,  and 
as  such   have  the  esteem    of  all.       Mr.    Carter  in- 


tends   building    a    fine  residence  on  his  place    the 
present  season. 

John  A.  Casto,  a  leading  member  of  that  well 
known  and  popular  law  firm  of  Batty  &  Casto,  of 
Hastings,  Neb. ,  is  a'  successful  business  man  and  in 
every  respect  is  self-made.  His  birth  took  place  in 
Clinton  County,  Ohio,  May  31,  1852,  and  he  is  a 
son  of  Firman  and  Susan  (Moore)  Casto,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  father's  birth  occurring  March  1, 
1805.  At  an  early  day  he  removed  to  Ohio,  and  in 
1858  from  there  to  Illinois,  and  died  in  McDonough 
County,  this  State,  on  January  4,  1889,  having  lived 
the  honest  and  worthy  life  of  a  farmer.  His  wife, 
who  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  survives  him,  and  is 
a  resident  of  Good  Hope,  111.  From  the  time  he 
was  four  years  of  age  until  he  attained  his  majority 
John  A.  Casto  resided  on  the  homestead  in  Illinois, 
and  from  his  father  learned  the  intricacies  of  farm 
life,  also  lessons  of  industry  and  economy,  which 
have  been  his  stepping  stones  to  success  in  later 
years.  After  attending  the  public  schools  a  suffi- 
cient length  of  time  he  finished  his  education  in  the 
Normal  School  of  Abingdon,  111.,  and  still  later,  as 
a  law  student,  entered  the  office  of  C.  F,  Wheat,  at 
Macomb,  111.  (in  the  fall  of  1870),  and  at  the  end  of 
twenty-one  mouths  took  a  course  in  the  Chicago 
Union  College  of  Law,  and  graduated  in  June  with 
the  class  of  1883.  In  September  of  that  year  he 
came  to  Hastings  where  he  entered  upon  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  in  March,  1884, 
formed  a  partnership  with  Morris  Cliggitt,  a  college 
classmate,  which  connection  continued  until  May, 
1887.  Since  that  time  Mr.  Casto  has  been  associa- 
ted with  Mr.  Batty,  and  they  constitute  one  of  the 
leading  firms  of  the  county.  Miss  Etta  M.  Ratkin 
became  his  wife  November  16,  1876.  She  was  born 
in  Illinois,  and  is  the  mother  of  a  son,  Earle.  Mr. 
Casto  beh.ngs  to  the  L  0.  0.  F. ,  the  K.  of  P. ,  and 
in  his  political  views  has  always  been  a  Republican, 
and  on  this  ticket  was  elected  in  1888  to  the  posi- 
tion of  countj'  attorney  of  Adams  County.  Three 
of  his  brothers,  Jonathan,  George  and  Thomas  J., 
seiM'il  ill  the  I'uiou  anny  during  the  war,  and  the 
first  named  was  killed  in  battle,  the  second  died  in 
the  hospital,  and  onl}-  Thomas  returned  to  his  home 
from  the  field  of  action. 
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J.  B.  Cessna,  attorney,  Hastings,  Neb.  Promi- 
nent among  the  comparatively  young  men  of  Adams 
County,  wliose  career  thus  far  has  been  both  honor- 
able and  successful,  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  on  the  24th  of 
March,  1840,  and  his  parents,  William  and  Rachel 
(Mogart)  Cessna,  were  natives  also  of  the  Keystone 
State.  The  father  was  born  in  1800,  and  died 
in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four 
jears.  The  mother  was  born  in  1789  and  died  in 
1860.  She  was  of  German  descent,  while  the  father 
was  of  French  and  Italian.  J.  B.  Cessna  is  the 
youngest  of  eleven  children,  ten  of  whom  are  now 
living.  His  brother  John  is  a  prominent  politician 
of  Pennsylvania,  was  speaker  of  the  House  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Legislature  for  three  terms,  and  three 
times  represented  the  Eighteenth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict in  Congress.  He  has  been  a  prominent  poli- 
tician for  forty  years.  J.  B.  Cessna  first  attended 
the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  later  at- 
tended the  Alleghany  Male  and  Female  Seminary  at 
Rainsburg,  Pa.  He  entered  the  sophomore  class 
of  Franklin  Marshall  College,  at  Lancaster,  Pa., 
in  September,  1861,  and  graduated  from  the  same 
in  July,  1864.  One  year  later  he  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  at  Bedford,  Pa. ,  and  practiced  law  in  that 
and  other  counties  until  April,  1885,  when  he  came 
to  Hastings,  Neb.  He  had  a  good  practice  in  the 
counties  of  his  native  State,  and  was  admitted  to 
practice  before  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  on  January  26,  1876,  on  motion  of  Hon. 
Jeremiah  Black.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Kate  B. 
Brown,  of  Erie,  Pa.,  occurred  on  June  12,  1872, 
and  they  have  two  children  living:  W.  Brown  and 
Reon  B.  In  politics  he  adheres  strictlj'  to  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  College 
Fraternity  Phi  Kapa  Psi.  He  was  admitted  to  prac- 
tice before  the  Supreme  Court  of  Pennsylvania  on 
May  15,  1872,  and  during  his  practice  in  that  State 
he  had  quite  a  number  of  important  cases,  notable 
among  which  was  the  case  entitled  "Noble  vs.  The 
Thompson  Oil  Company."  The  case  was  in  the 
court  for  fifteen  j-ears.  Mr.  Cessna  was  connected 
with  it  as  counsel  for  the  plaintiffs  below  and  de- 
fendants in  error,  and  in  March,  1879,  the  case  was 
decided  in  favor  of  the  defendants,  in  the  Supreme 


Court  of  the  United  States.  The  case  involved 
$50,000  and  was  of  great  legal  importance.  Since 
coming  to  Hastings.  Mr.  Cessna  has  had  a  good 
practice  and  is  an  independent  thinker,  deriving  his 
information  when  practical  from  original  sources, 
and  is  a  hard  working,  industrious  lawyer.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

William  A.  Chapman,  M.  D. ,  is  a  man  whom 
nature  seems  to  have  especially'  designed  to  be  a 
physician,  for  he  has  met  with  more  than  ordinary 
success  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  owing 
to  his  desire  to  kgep  out  of  the  beaten  path,  his  in- 
telligence and  energy,  he  has  become  well  known  to 
the  citizens  and  the  medical  fraternity  of  Adams 
and  many  surrounding  counties.  He  was  born  in 
Delaware,  Ohio,  on  September  11,  1843,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  four  living  children  born  to  Rev.  A.  D. 
and  Alma  E.  (Wigton)  Chapman,  the  former's  birth 
occurring  in  the  "  Green  Mountain  State"  Novem- 
ber 16,  1809,  and  his  death  in  Malcom,  Iowa,  in 
1880.  He  was  a  well  known  and  popular  minister 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  his  fellow  men  in  the  year 
1838,  being  ordained  the  following  year,  from  which 
date  he  continued  an  active  worker  for  his  Master 
until  death  called  him  home.  His  wife  was  born  in 
Bradford,  Pa.,  December  1,  1816,  and  is  still  re- 
siding in  Malcom.  Dr.  Chapman  removed  to  Iowa 
with  his  parents  in  1859,  and  after  attending  the 
public  schools  until  he  acquired  a  fair  education, 
he  entered  Iowa  College,  which  he  attended  for 
some  time.  On  September  30,  1862,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalrj',  and  was  in 
active  service  for  Uncle  Sam  until  he  received  his 
discharge  at  Helena,  Ark.,  in  1863.  After  remain- 
ing in  college  two  years  longer  he  went  to  Delaware, 
Ohio,  and  began  canying  out  a  long  cherished  de- 
sire, that  of  studying  medicine,  in  the  office  of  Dr. 
T.  B.  Williams,  who  was  surgeon  of  the  Eighty- 
second  Ohio  during  the  war.  He  then  took  two 
courses  of  lectures  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College, 
and  from  this  institution  was  graduated  March  4, 
1868,  after  which  he  returned  to  Malcom  and 
entered  at  once  upon  the  practice  of  the  "  healing 
art."  In  1860  he  removed  to  Marshalltown ,  Iowa, 
where  he  made  his  home  till  1881;  and  while  there 
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■was  for  eight  years  chief  surgeon  of  the  Iowa  Cen- 
tral Railroad.  During  the  winter  of  1878-79  he  took 
lectures  at  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical  College, 
graduating  in  the  latter  j'ear;  and  the  year  1885 
found  him  also  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  Poly- 
clinic. In  the  fall  of  1881  he  removed  to  Trinidad, 
Colo. ,  but  five  years  later  came  to  Hastings,  Neb. , 
and  here  has  become  well  and  favorably  known,  as 
stated  above.  Dr.  Chapman  makes  a  specialty  of 
general  surgery.  He  has  a  name  for  good  judg- 
ment, and  for  being  a  cool,  careful  and  skillful 
operator.  This,  with  his  uniform  success,  has  won 
for  him  a  reputation  throughout  Central  Nebraska, 
of  which  he  may  justly  feel  proud.  In  1887  he 
was  appointed  surgeon  of  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri Railroad,  and  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  in 
1889.  He  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , 
and  he  and  his  wife,  whom  he  married  November 
25,  1868,  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  L. 
Clark,  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
She  was  born  in  Peacham,  Vt.  They  have  two 
children:     Alma  J.  and  William  H. 

Carlos  Clark,  one  of  the  leading  farmers  and  rep- 
resentative men  of  Adams  County,  was  born  in  the 
Empire  State  on  September  10,  1828,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  eleven  children,  eight  of  whom  are  now 
li\-ing,  born  to  the  union  of  Dolphus  and  Sally  (Lor- 
ing)  Clark,  natives  of  New  York.  The  family  set- 
tled in  Illinois  in  1838,  and  there  the  father  culti- 
vated the  soil  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  La 
Salle  County  in  1886,  when  he  was  eighty  years  of 
age.  The  mother  now  resides  in  La  Salle  County, 
111. ,  and  is  eighty  j'ears  of  age.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Joseph  Clark,  was  born  in  Massachu- 
setts and  died  in  New  York.  In  1852  Carlos  Clark 
began  farming  for  himself  in  La  Salle  County,  and 
there  continued  for  eighteen  3'ears.  He  was  then 
two  years  in  Missouri,  and  in  1876  came  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  and  settled  in  Highland  Township. 
In  1884  he  moved  to  his  present  residence,  two  and 
a  half  miles  fi-om  Hastings,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
160  acres  of  land,  one  of  the  best  improved  farms 
in  Western  Nebraska.  He  was  married  in  1852  to 
Miss  Clarissa  Dike,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  who 
died  in  Missouri  in  1869,  leaving  three  children: 
Dolphus,  Lee  and  Carlos.     Mr.  Clark's  second  mar- 


riage occurred  in  1878,  to  Miss  Helen  E.  Kilmer,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of  John 
and  Betsey  (Burger)  Kilmer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kilmer 
are  both  living,  and  are  eighty-nine  years  of  age 
each.  They  are  natives  of  New  York,  and  now  re- 
side in  La  Salle  County,  111.  They  are  the  parents 
of  eleven  children.  Mr.  Clark  is  one  of  the  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  the  county. 

T.  M.  Clark,  citj'  water  works  engineer,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  This  honorable  and  upright  citizen  of 
Hastings  was  originally  from  Darke  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  July  14,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of 
A.  B.  and  Julia  (Lawrence)  Clark,  natives  also  of 
the  Buckeye  State.  The  father  was  born  in  1813, 
and  died  in  Darke  County,  Ohio,  in  1865,  and  the 
mother,  who  was  born  in  1821,  died  in  the  same 
county  in  1863.  Of  the  fourteen  children  born  to 
their  union,  eleven  of  whom  are  still  living,  T.  M. 
Clark  is  the  second  in  order  of  birth.  He  was  early- 
instructed  in  the  mysteries  of  farm  life,  received  his 
education  in  the  public  schools,  and  remained  with 
his  father  until  August,  1861,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Forty-fourth  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantrj". 
He  participated  in  the  battles  ot  Winchester,  Lynch- 
burg raid,  Charleston  (West  Va.),  Lewisburg,  Mound- 
field,  and  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Beverl}',  Va.  He  was  kept  confined  at  Pemberton 
for  forty-five  days  and  was  exchanged  in  February, 
1864,  after  which  he  returned  home  on  a  furlough 
for  thirty  days.  After  this  he  joined  the  regiment 
at  Clarksburg,  Va. ,  where  he  was  discharged  in  1865, 
and  then  returned  to  his  native  State,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  the  grocery  business  at  New  Madison. 
This  occupation  he  continued  until  1871,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  lived  for  eighteen  months 
in  Saline  Count}'.  From  there  he  went  to  Nebraska 
City,  entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burling- 
ton &  Quincy  Railroad,  and  for  twelve  years  ran 
one  of  the  "  Q"  engines.  For  five  years  after  this 
he  was  a  passenger  engineer,  and  in  the  spring  of 
1878  he  removed  to  Hastings,  where  he  continued 
railroading  until  the  sti'ike  in  the  spring  of  1882. 
Since  May,  1888,  he  has  been  engineer  of  the  City 
Water  Works.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss 
Nancy  E.  Cloyd,  who  was  born  in  Ohio,  January  24, 
1843,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  two 


HISTORY   OF    NEBRASKA. 


'A 


children:  Harry  V.  and  Curt  A.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Clark  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.,  also  Encampment,  Patriotic 
Order  Sons  of  America,  and  Brotherhood  of  Loco- 
motive Engineers.  He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of 
Nebraska,  and  one  of  Hastings'  respected  citizens. 
W.  J.  Clark,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Upon  reaching  the  age  when  it  became  neces- 
sary for  him  to  choose  some  calling  in  life  to  which 
he  would  afterwards  adhere  as  his  chosen  occupa- 
tion, Mr.  Clark  wisely  adopted  agricultural  pursuits, 
and  this  has  continued  to  receive  his  attention.  He 
was  born  in  Toronto,  Canada,  in  1854,  and  is  the 
oldest  son  of  six  children  born  to  Thomas  and 
Nancy  (Miller)  Clark,  natives  of  England  and  Can- 
ada, respectively.  The  father  was  born  in  1809, 
and  emigrated  to  Canada  about  1830,  settling  at 
Toronto,  where  he  carried  on  farming.  He  was 
first  married  to  Miss  Mary  Linton,  and  they  became 
the  parents  of  these  children:  William,  Mary,  Sarah, 
Joseph,  Francis,  Alviua  and  Ellen.  His  first  wife 
died  in  1846,  and  in  1848  he  married  Miss  Nancy 
Miller,  who  was  born  about  1825.  They  reared  by 
this  union  six  children,  of  whom  four  are  still  liv- 
ing: Orinda,  Annie,  L  W.  J.  and  Hattie  (Lydia  and 
Johnnie  deceased).  Mr.  Clark  was  a  successful 
farmer,  and  died  in  1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  He  was  a  public  spirited  citizen,  and  was 
always  interested  in  the  affairs  of  the  country.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  and  is  a  resident  of  Toronto, 
Canada.  W.  J.  Clark's  earlj-  life  was  spent  in  the 
school  room  and  in  labor  upon  the  farm.  He 
started  for  himself  in  1878,  and  the  same  year  was 
married  to  Miss  Melissa  Steffens,  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Orinda  Steffens,  natives  of  Canada,  who 
emigrated  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day  and  settled  in 
Carroll  County.  There  the  father  tilled  the  soil  un- 
til his  death  in  1881.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
is  a  resident  of  Illiuois.  Mr.  Clark  emigrated  from 
Canada  to  Nebraska  in  1884,  settled  on  his  present 
property,  which  consists  of  160  acres  of  land,  which 
he  has  improved  and  which  is  well  stocked  with 
horses  and  cattle  of  the  Durham  breed.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  township  treasurer 
for  1 890.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  is  steward,  and 


he  is  also  president  of  the  Ayr  Township  Sunday- 
school  Association.  He  is  interested  in  the  upbuild- 
ing of  schools  and  churches,  and  in  fact  every  thing 
for  the  good  of  the  county. 

Isaac  G.  S.  Cleland,  contractor,  Hastings,  Neb. 
Were  it  necessarj'  to  include  in  the  sketch  of  3Ir. 
Cleland's  life  any  items  pertaining  to  his  ability 
and  skill  as  a  mechanic  or  builder,  perhaps  the 
greatest  compliment  that  could  be  paid  him  would 
be  for  us  to  point  out  those  monuments  of  his 
handiwork  which  now  grace  so  manj*  of  the  cities 
and  homesteads  of  Adams  County.  Mr.  Cleland 
was  originall}'  from  St.  Lawrence  Count}-,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  June  22,  1850,  and  is 
the  youngest  of  ten  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Thomas  and  Jane  M.  (McMillen)  Cleland,  natives  of 
Scotland.  The  parents  died  in  St.  Lawrence  County, 
N.  Y. ,  whither  they  had  emigrated  at  an  early  date. 
They  had  four  sons,  John,  William,  Thomas  and 
George,  who  were  soldiers  in  the  late  war,  and  two 
of  them  were  in  rebel  prisons.  They  all  enlisted  in 
1861,  and  served  until  the  surrender.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  Isaac  G.  S.  Cleland 
attended  the  schools  of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. , 
and  spent  two  years  at  Canton  Academy.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  he  began  the  carriage  making 
trade,  which  he  continued  for  five  years,  and 
then  commenced  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he 
carried  on  in  New  York  State  until  the  summer 
of  1884.  On  July  28  of  that  year  he  came 
to  Hastings,  and  for  a  year  and  a  half  was 
foreman  for  J.  R.  Sims  in  the  carpenter  business. 
For  nearly  four  years  he  has  now  been  carpentering 
and  contracting  for  himself,  and  as  before  men- . 
tioned,  has  built  some  of  the  best  business  houses 
and  residences  in  Hastings.  He  erected  the  Cle- 
land flats  on  Lexington  Avenue,  seven  in  number, 
and  worth  about  $12,000,  and  numerous  other 
buildings.  In  his  political  views  3Ir.  Cleland 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  part}-,  without  whisky. 
He  was  married  on  October  26,  1872,  to  Miss  Mary 
Jane  Allan,  a  native  of  Oneida  Count}-,  N.  Y. , 
born  in  1851,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  are  two 
children,  Charles  A.  and  Celia  M.  Mrs.  Cle- 
land is  a  member  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  O.  F. ,  also  of  the 


^ 


;s^ 


^<^ 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 


Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  self-made 
man,  and  by  his  energy  and  enterprise  has  accumu- 
lated a  comfortable  competency.  He  employs  from 
eight  to  fifteen  men  in  his  business. 

J.  H.  Cofi'man,  live  stock  auctioneer,  and  one  of 
the  well-known  men  of  this  part  of  Nebraska,  was 
born  in  Harrison  County,  Ky. ,  on  April  29,  1838. 
He  is  the  son  of  Judge  Henry  Coflfman,  a  native  of 
Jessamine  County,  Ky.,  born  in  1809,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Abraham  Coffman,  who  was  born  in  Strath- 
burg,  Germany,  and  who  came  to  the  United  States 
prior  to  the  Revolution,  in  which  he  was  a  soldier 
during  the  entire  war.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Redstone,  Pa.,  and  subsequently  went 
to  what  is  now  Faj-ette  County,  Ky. ,  where  he  died 
at  a  ripe  old  age.  Judge  Henry  Coffman  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Eliza  Harrison,  a  native  of  Kentucky, 
born  in  the  year  1814,  and  who  now  resides  in  In- 
dianapolis. She  is  the  daughter  of  Robert  Harrison, 
who  was  a  cousin  of  William  Henrj'  Harrison.  Judge 
Coffman  died  in  Indiang,polis,  Ind. ,  in  1875.  He 
was  the  father  of  fifteen  children,  J.  H.  Coffman  be- 
ing fifth  in  order  of  birth,  and  twelve  of  whom  are 
now  living.  The  latter  was  reared  in  Cynthiana, 
Ky.,  and  began  life  for  himself  by  ringing  an 
auction  bell  for  some  auctioneer.  For  thirty -one 
years  Mr.  Coffman  has  made  auctioneering  a  busi- 
ness, and  is  one  of  the  most  popular  and  thoroughly 
efficient  representatives  of  that  calling  in  Nebraska 
or  the  entire  West.  During  1889  he  held  110  pub- 
lic sales.  He  came  to  Hastings  in  1885,  and  has 
since  been  a  resident  of  that  city.  During  the  late 
war  he  was  captain  of  Company  B,  Forty-second 
Kentucky  Volunteers,  of  the  Union  troops,  and 
served  four  years.  He  was  married  in  1861  to  Miss 
Latitia  Patch,  who  died  in  Pennsjdvania  in  1869, 
leaving  two  children:  James  and  Lydia.  His  second 
marriage  occurred  in  1881 ,  to  Miss  Maria  J.  Gaddis, 
of  Columbus,  Ohio,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six 
children:  Adda,  Roy,  Earl,  Dee,  Ray  and  Grace. 
In  politics  he  is  an  Independent  Republican.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  much  esteemed  and  respected  citi- 
zens. Notwithstanding  the  exposure  he  has  under- 
gone in  carrj'ing  on  his  business,  he  is  a  well  pre- 
served man   and   strictly  temperate.       He  is  enter- 


prising and  progressive,  and  has  made  his  own  way 
in  life. 

John  M.  Cole  (deceased).  It  would  seem  that 
nature  had  intended  Mr.  Cole  for  a  long  and  more 
than  ordinarily  useful  life,  but  while  in  its  meridian 
his  career  was  closed  forever.  He  was  born  in 
Seneca  County,  Ohio,  October  9,  1838,  and  died 
February  6,  1880,  mourned  not  only  by  his  imme- 
diate family,  but  by  his  numerous  friends  and 
acquaintances,  by  whom  his  many  sterling  social  and 
business  qualities  were  seen  and  recognized.  He 
remained  with  his  parents  in  the  State  of  his  nativity 
until  he  attained  his  majoritj-,  receiving  a  common 
school  education,  and  in  1881  enlisted  in  the  Thirty- 
eighth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  a  faithful  Union 
soldier  for  three  years,  or  until  the  term  of  his  enlist- 
ment had  expired.  He  was  in  the  engagements  at 
Stone  River,  Missionary  Ridge,  Perry ville,  Freder- 
icksburg, besides  numerous  engagements  of  equal 
note,  or  perhaps  of  even  greater  importance,  and  for 
nine  months  previous  to  receiving  his  discharge  was 
sick  in  the  hospital.  He  soon  after  went  to  Illinois, 
and  was  married  in  Stark  Countj-  of  that  State 
November  17,  1864,  to  Christina  A.  Peterson,  a 
native  of  Sweden,  but  who  was  reared  and  educated 
in  Illinois.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Jonas  Peterson, 
and  after  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Cole  they  settled  down 
to  farming  in  Stark  County,  continuing  until  1872, 
at  which  time  they  moved  to  Nebraska  and  took  up 
a  homestead  claim  in  Adams  County.  By  industry 
and  good  management  he  increased  his  farm  to  320 
acres,  but  did  not  live  to  carry  out  the  plans  he  had 
made  concerning  the  conduct  of  his  farm.  His  wife 
has  since  taken  charge  of  affairs,  and  how  well  she  has 
succeeded  is  evident  in  looking  over  her  property, 
for  the  buildings  are  all  in  excellent  condition  and 
well  kept  up.  She  is,  as  was  her  husband,  an  earn- 
est member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
has  reared  her  children  in  that  belief.  Their  names 
are  Flora,  wife  of  Harvey  Walters;  William  Austin, 
a  young  man,  and  John  G.,  a  lad  of  twelve  years. 

Hon.  H.  V.  Cole  is  Adjutant-General  of  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  and  his  career  through  life  has 
been  one  of  more  than  usual  interest,  for  he  is  enter- 
prising and  progressive  in  his  views,  honorable  and 
upright  in  his  dealings,  and  is  thoroughly  posted  on 
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all  matters  of  public  interest.  He  owes  his  nativity 
to  Huron  County,  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring  there  in 
1842,  he  being  the  only  child  born  to  Vanransellar 
and  Nancy  J.  (Barnes)  Cole,  who  were  born  in  Ver- 
mont and  New  York,  respectively.  The  father  died 
at  the  untimely  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and  his 
widow  afterwards  married  again,  and  with  her  hus- 
band moved  to  Canada,  where  her  demise  occurred 
years  afterwards,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
eight  j-ears  of  age  at  the  time.  After  the  death  of 
his  mother  he  returned  to  Ohio,  where  he  made  his 
home  with  friends  until  he  arrived  at  his  tenth  year, 
and  was  then  sent  to  an  uncle  in  New  York,  with 
whom  he  made  his  home  for  five  j-ears,  the  summer 
months  being  spent  at  farm  labor,  and  the  winter 
months  in  attending  the  disti-ict  schools.  In  1857 
he  determined  not  to  be  longer  dependent  on  any 
one  for  his  living,  but  decided  to  carve  out  his 
career  for  himself,  and  thinking  the  West  afforded 
better  opportunities  for  a  young  man  to  rise  in  the 
world  than  the  East,  he  emigrated  to  Michigan  and 
settled  in  Lenawee  Count}',  where  his  time  was 
divided  between  farm  work  and  attending  school. 
This  State  continued  to  be  his  home  until  August, 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Fourth  Mich- 
igan Infantry,  and  served  in  the  Fifth  Army  Corps 
in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Yorktown,  New  Briilgv.  Hanover,  Gaines 
Mill,  New  Market,  Malvern  Hill,  Harrison's  Land- 
ing, Bull  Run,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  numer- 
ous others.  He  was  discharged  for  disability  on 
May  21,  1863,  but  by  December  had  recovered  suffi- 
ciently to  re-enlist,  and  this  time  became  a  member 
of  Company  Gr,  Sixth  Michigan  Cavalrj',  Custer's 
Brigade,  and  was  with  Kilpatrick  on  his  raid  of 
1864,  and  took  part  in  the  Battle  of  the  Wilderness. 
He  was  also  with  Sheridan  on  his  raid  and  partici- 
pated in  many  sharp  skirmishes,  being  wounded  in 
an  engagement  at  Haws'  Shop,  May  28,  1864,  which 
resulted  in  total  disability  for  further  service. 
After  remaining  in  the  hospital  at  Washington,  D. 
C. ,  for  thirteen  months,  he  received  his  discharge 
on  July  6,  1865,  whereupon  he  returned  to  Michi- 
gan. In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  entered  Eastman's 
College,  at  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  but  in  the  spring 
of  the  following  year  he  returned  to  Michigan,  and 


continued  his  studies  in  a  school  of  that  State  for 
six  months  longer.  From  1867  until  the  spring  of 
1871  he  was  engaged  in  business  at  Addison,  Mich., 
but  prior  to  this  on  September  6,  1869,  he  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Susan  P.  Crane,  a  native  of  Hillsdale 
County,  Mich. ,  whose  parents  were  pioneers  of  that 
State.  In  October,  1871,  he  came  to  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  located  the  fourth  homestead  in  what 
is  now  Highland  Township,  bored  the  first  well  in 
that  township,  and  broke  the  first  prairie  sod  in  that 
section.  He  proved  his  claim  in  August,  1873,  but 
on  account  of  wounds  received  during  the  war,  had 
to  give  up  farming,  and  moved  to  Juniata.  After 
following  the  occupation  of  clerking  for  about  a 
year,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery  business  in  Juniata, 
but  later  became  associated  with  I.  G.  Dillon,  and 
the  firm  took  the  name  of  Dillon  &  Cole,  their  house 
then  becoming  a  general  mercantile  establishment. 
Their  eonnection  continued  until  January,  1879, 
when  Mr.  Cole  purchased  Mr.  Dillon's  interest,  con- 
tinuing in  business  alone  until  January,  1883,  when 
a  fire  destroyed  the  most  of  his  stock,  and  the  bal- 
ance he  sold  to  E.  N.  Crane.  Mr.  Cole  then  began 
dealing  in  real  estate,  and  was  also  actively  en- 
gaged in  the  insurance  business.  In  1880  he  was 
elected  county  commissioner,  in  which  capacity  he 
served  by  n'-clcctinn  four  j'ears.  In  1884  he  was 
elected  to  the  St;itc  i.ri;islature  from  Adams  County, 
and  so  ably  did  lie  discharge  the  duties  incumbent 
on  this  office,  that  he  was  re-elected  for  a  second 
term  in  1886,  and  in  1887  introduced  a  bill  for  the 
erection  of  an  insane  asylum  at  Hastings,  which 
bill  passed,  and  that  fine  structure  stands  to-day  as 
a  monument  to  his  credit.  He  was  chairman  of  the 
committee  which  introduced  a  bill  to  build  a  sol- 
diers' home  at  Grand  Island,  and  on  April  11, 
1887,  he  was  appointed  Adjutant-General  on  the 
Governor's  staff.  Mr.  Cole  has  been  quite  success- 
ful in  the  accumulation  of  worldly  goods,  and  owns 
property  in  various  townships  of  the  county  and  in 
other  places  also.  He  is  pre-eminently  a  self-made 
man,  and  his  example  of  industry,  earnest  and  sin- 
cere endeavor  to  succeed  in  life,  and  the  admirable 
manner  in  which  he  has  surmounted  all  difficulties, 
are  well  worthy  of  imitation.  He  belongs  to  Gear}' 
Post   No.    81,    G.    A.    R.,    at    Juniata,    and    has 
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served  as  Post  Commauder  and  .Junior  A'ice-Com- 
mander  of  the  Department,  and  Department^Com- 
mander  in  1885.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Juniata 
Lodge  No.  79 ,  I.  0.  O.  F. ,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  is  a  patron 
of  education  and  all  worthy  enterprises.  To  Mr. 
Cole  and  his  wife  a  family  of  five  children  have 
been  born,  four  of  whom  are  living:  Lucy  J. ,  Ely, 
Mabel  and  Chester  Arthur.  Albert  Daniel  died  in 
infancy. 

George  Colling,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast^ 
ings.  Neb.  The  same  peculiarities  which  seem  to 
distinguish  others  of  German  nativity  from  those 
American  born,  are  noticeable  in  the  career  of  jMr. 
Colling  since  his  settlement  in  this  country — indus- 
try, close  application  to  his  chosen  calling,  economy 
and  perseverance.  An  intelligent  application  of 
these  principles  have  resulted  in  giving  him  an 
excellent  estate  of  340  acres,  which  he  is  now  im- 
proving and  cultivating  to  good  advantage.  He  was 
born  in  Prussia,  Germany,  in  1874,  and  was  fourth 
in  a  family  of  children  born  to  the  marriage  of 
Theodore  and  Elizabeth  (Schadeck)  Colling.  The 
father  was  a  native  of  France,  born  in  1803,  and 
lived  in  a  portion  of  that  counti-y  taken  by  the  Prus- 
sians in  1813.  He  was  a  contractor  and  builder  by 
trade,  and  in  1861  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settled  in  DuPage  County,  111.,  near  Warrenville, 
and  here  followed  the  stone  mason's  trade  for  a  num- 
ber of  years.  He  was  married  in  his  native  country 
in  1831  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Schadeck,  a  daughter  of 
Peter  Schadeck,  a  native  of  Rhine  Province,  Prus- 
sia; and  the  following  children  were  born  to  this 
union:  Henrj^,  married  and  resides  in  Indianola, 
Neb.;  Mary  A.  (deceased),  Nic^holas,  married  and 
resides  in  Indianolia,  Neb.;  William,  married  and 
resides  at  the  same  place;  John  (deceased),  Peter 
(deceased),  George  and  Charles,  who  reside 
at  Indianola,  Neb.  All  were  born  in  the  Old 
Country.  The  mother  died  on  February  5,  1879, 
in  Illinois,  and  the  father  died  June  21,  1880, 
in  the  same  State.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church.  George  Colling  spent  his 
boyhood  days  in  the  Old  Country,  and  was  thirteen 
years  of  age  when  he  came  to  the  United  States. 
He  attended  school  in  Illinois,   and  when  starting 


out  for  himself  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  was  inanicd  in  Illinois  on  March  9,  1869,  to 
Miss  ^hii  y  Iv  ivinnear,  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
ElizalictU  (Cliiii')  Kinnear,  natives  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, born  in  1816  and  1821,  respectively.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Kinnear  moved  to  Illinois  in  1847  and  settled  in 
Kane  County,  near  St.  Charles,  and  there  Mr.  Kin- 
near received  his  final  summons  in  1867.  His  wife 
is  still  living,  and  resides  at  St.  Charles,  111. 
George  Colling  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  September, 
1872,  settled  where  he  now  lives,  and  took  up  160 
acres  of  government  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  eighty  acres,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  that  portion  of  the  county.  The  country  was  all 
in  praii-ie  at  that  early  date,  but  since  then  Mr.  Col- 
ling has  witnessed  many  improvements  and  changes. 
He  was  in  the  county  before  Hastings  was  thought 
of,  and  when  Juniata  was  the  county  seat;  was 
there  during  the  grasshopper  season,  and  witnessed 
the  heavy  snow  storm  of  1873.  The  result  of  his 
marriage  has  been  the  birth  of  five  children: 
Elizabeth  Mary,  born  in  DuPage  County,  111. ,  on 
January  25,  1870;  Bertha  Jane,  born  in  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  on  December  31,  1874;  Anna  L. , 
born  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  on  July  12,  1878; 
Edward  George,  born  in  Adams  County,  December 
30,  1881,  and  Etta  Nathelia,  who  was  born  January 
10,  1885,  and  died  February  3,  1887.  Mr.  Colling 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township  for 
eight  years,  and  has  lately  been  re-elected  for  two 
years  more.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  a  number  of  times,  and  is  a  man  who  has  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all  who  know  him.  In  1864, 
during  the  late  war,  he  and  his  brother  William 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fifty-second  Illinois  Infan- 
try, and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  At- 
lanta, and  a  number  of  skirmishes.  He  was  in 
Gen.  Sherman's  army.  Fifty-second  Illinois,  Com- 
pany A,  First  Brigade,  of  the  Sixteenth  Army 
Corps.  In  the  fall  of  1864  the  Sixteenth  was  con- 
solidated with  the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  after 
which  it  was  called  the  Fifteenth.  Mr.  Colling 
and  his  brother  were  discharged  on  July  12,  1865. 
He  then  went  to  Illinois. 

A.    Coltrin,  farmer  and   stock   raiser,    Pauline, 
Neb.     Originally  from  the  Buckeye  State,  where  his 
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birth  occurred  hi  184:5,  3Ir.  Coltrin  is  now  success- 
fully following  agricultural  pursuits,  a  calling  that 
has  for  ages  received  undivided  efforts  from  many 
worthy  individuals,  and  one  that  always  furnishes 
sustenance  to  the  read}'  worker.  He  was  one  of  a 
large  family  of  children  born  to  E.  C.  and  Elizabeth 
(Sinclair)  Coltrin,  the  father  a  native  of  New  York, 
born  in  1799,  and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  The 
father  was  a  carpenter  b}'  ti-ade,  and  was  married  in 
1825  to  Miss  Sinclair.  Their  children  were  named 
as  follows:  Sylvester,  C.  W. ,  Edwin,  DoUie  A., 
Sarah,  Mary,  Eliza  (one  died  in  infancy),  William 
H.,  A.,  Frances  and  Ellen.  The  parents  of  these 
children  moved  to  Illinois  in  1852,  settled  in  Jo 
Daviess  County,  and  there  the  father  followed  his 
trade.  He  died  in  that  State  in  1882 ,  and  the  mother 
in  1886.  Both  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  father  was  a  good  Republican  and  was  a  public 
spirited  citizen.  A.  Coltrin  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  Illinois,  attained  his  growth  there, 
and  in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty-third 
Illinois  Infantry,  for  three  years,  under  Col.  Mulli- 
gan. He  was  in  the  battles  of  Kingstown,  Peters- 
burg, Sailor  Creek,  and  was  in  numerous  severe 
skirmishes.  In  July,  1864,  he  was  wounded  by  a 
shell  in  the  right  leg,  and  was  in  the  hospital  for  a 
number  of  months.  He  again  entered  the  service 
in  November  of  the  same  j'ear,  and  was  discharged 
in  1805.  Returning  to  Illinois,  he  worked  at  the 
stone  mason  trade  for  some  time,  and  in  1873  he 
emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  located  where  he  now 
lives.  He  entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  this  he 
now  has  well  improved.  He  was  married  in  1882 
to  Miss  Lizzie  R.  White,  daughter  of  John  White, 
of  Hanover  Township,  this  county,  and  to  them  has 
been  born  one  son:  Ray,  whose  birth  occurred  in 
1883.  Mr.  Coltrin  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace 
when  the  town  was  organized,  and  has  held  the  place 
ever  since.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  is  interested 
in  political  matters,  being  chairman  of  the  township 
committee.  He  is  interested  in  the  upbuilding  of 
schools  and  churches,  and  is  ever  ready  to  lend  a 
helping  hand  to  all  laudable  enterprises.  He  is  a 
self-made  man,  and  all  his  property  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  honest  endeavor  and  many  hard  days'  work. 
James  Cooper,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Holstein, 


Neb.  This  much  respected  and  enterprising  citizen 
was  born  in  Bartholomew  County,  Ind. ,  Ma}'  6, 
1833,  and  is  the  son  of  William  Cooper,  a  native  of 
Kentucky.  The  elder  Cooper  was  reared  in  the 
Blue  Grass  State,  and  went  to  Indiana  when  a  young 
man,  where  he  was  married  to  Dulcina  Batey,  a 
native  also  of  Kentucky.  He  followed  tilling  the 
soil  in  Bartholomew  County,  then  Tipton  County, 
where  his  death  occurred  in  185-4.  His  wife  sur- 
vived him  until  1868.  James  Cooper  moved  to 
Tipton  County  with  his  father  in  1849,  and  there 
passed  his  boyhood  days.  His  health  was  quite 
poor  while  growing  up,  and  the  principal  part  of  his 
education  has  been  received  since  attaining  his 
majority.  He  received  a  good  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  after  finishing  the  same  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  on  a  farm  in  Howard  County,  Ind. , 
in  1861,  continuing  at  this  for  a  number  of  j'ears. 
He  then  returned  to  Tipton  Countj'  where  he  tilled 
the  soil  until  coming  West  in  1883,  and  then  settled 
on  his  present  property  in  December  of  that  year. 
He  has  320  acres  of  land,  all  in  a  good  state  of  cul- 
tivation and  nearly  all  fenced.  He  has  good  and 
substantial  buildings  on  the  same  and  an  excellent 
orchard.  Mr.  Cooper  was  married  in  Howard 
County,  Ind.,  August  9,  1864,  to  Miss  Rachel  Mc- 
Graw,  a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ind. ,  and  the 
daughter  of  John  McGraw.  To  this  union  were  born 
four  children:  Sarah,  wife  of  N.  J.  Fuel;  Martha, 
wife  of  William  A.  Gullion;  Charles  C. ,  and  Mary, 
wife  of  C.  T.  Gates.  Mr.  Cooper  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  always  adhered  strictly  to  that  party. 
He  was  elected  magistrate  of  Logan  Township 
in  1884,  and  so  well  was  he  liked  that  he  was  re- 
elected at  the  expiration  of  his  term,  having  served 
six  consecutive  years  in  that  capacity. 

J.  W.  Coulter,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  Few  who  have  moved  to  Nebraska  have 
better  improved  the  meager  advantages  offered  by 
the  State  in  its  infancy  than  J.  W.  Coulter.  Born 
in  Washington  County,  111.,  in  September,  1830,  he 
spent  his  boyhood  days  in  assisting  with  the  duties 
of  the  home  farm,  together  with  attendance  at  the 
public  schools,  and  in  1849  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Mrs.  Margaret  (Armor)  MeDill,  daughter  of  John 
and  Harriet  Armor,  natives  of  South  Carolina,  who 
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had  moved  to  Illinois  in  1822.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coulter  were  born  six  children:  Hattie  (now  Mrs. 
Hensign,  of  Nebraska),  Roliert  (married,  and  resides 
in  Colorado),  James  (married,  in  Nebraska),  Milton 
and  Addle  (twins),  Adelia  (now  Mrs.  Carlile)  and 
Fred.  Mr.  Coulter  began  the  study  of  medicine  in 
1858,  and  commenced  practicing  in  Illinois  in  1860. 
In  1802  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sixtieth  Illinois 
lufantrj',  and  the  principal  battles  in  which  he  en- 
gaged are  as  follows:  Island  No.  10,  Shiloh,  Nash- 
ville, Corinth,  Murfreesboro;  was  eight  months  at 
Nashville,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  was  from  Atlanta 
to  the  Sea.  He  was  in  service  three  and  a  half 
years,  and  was  promoted  from  a  private  to  the  rank 
of  second  lieutenant.  He  was  discharged  in  August, 
1865.  In  1871  Mr.  Coulter  emigrated  to  Nebraska, 
settled  in  Lincoln,  where  he  remained  until  1872, 
and  then  moved  to  Blaine  Township,  Adams  Count}', 
settling  on  his  present  land  which  was  then  all 
prairie.  He  now  has  160  acres,  splendidly  located, 
and  it  is  considered  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the 
county.  Being  one  of  the  pioneers  he  has  exper- 
ifni-t'd  many  trying  times,  and  has  seen  some  of  the 
terrible  snow  storms  that  have  visited  that  region. 
He  has  witnessed  the  entire  growth  of  the  country 
and  the  marvelous  changes  that  have  been  made. 
Robert  and  Isabella  (Wiley)  Coulter,  his  parents, 
were  natives  of  Tennessee  and  Pennsjlvania,  re- 
spectively. The  father  was  born  in  1809  and  moved 
to  Illinois  in  1820.  He  was  a  son  of  Robert  Coulter, 
and  his  wife  was  a  daughter  of  John  Wiley,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania.  Robert  Coulter  and  wife  became 
the  parents  of  nine  children:  J.  W. ,  James,  Robert, 
Arthur,  Martha,  Samuel,  Sarah,  Philip  and  Lizzie. 
The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1851.  He  was 
a  successful  farmer  and  was  a  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  He  was  first  a  Whig  in  politics, 
then  a  Republican,  and  was  a  strong  anti-slavery 
man.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and  makes  her 
home  with  her  children.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
same  church. 

John  H.  Coulter,  farmer,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  A 
glance  at  the  lives  of  many  representative  men 
whose  names  appear  in  this  volume  will  reveal 
sketches  of  some  honored,  influential  citizens,  but 
none  more  worthy  or  deserving  of  mention  than  Mr. 


John  H.  Coulter.  This  gentleman  resides  six  miles 
northeast  of  Kenesaw,  three  miles  southwest  of  Pros- 
ser,  and  has  eighty  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  well 
improved.  He  was.born  in  Canada,  near  Stratford, 
Ont.,  January  24,  1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert 
and  Louisa  (Hunter)  Coulter.  Robert  Coulter  is  a 
native  of  Tyrone  County,  Ireland,  and  came  to 
America  when  but  four  years  of  age,  locating  in 
County  Perth,  Canada.  There  he  grew  to  manhood, 
maiTied  Miss  Hunter,  and  in  1879  he  and  family 
moved  to  Michigan,  and,  in  1880,  from  Port  Huron 
to  Nebraska,  locating  on  Section  12,  Kenesaw  Town- 
ship. He  and  wife  now  reside  near  the  village  of 
Kenesaw.  Their  family  consisted  of  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  John  H.  Coulter  being 
third  in  order  of  birth.  He  attained  his  growth  on 
the  home  farm,  received  the  rudiments  of  an  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Nebraska  in  1880,  passing  through  the 
pioneer  period  of  this  region.  On  January  13, 
1889,  he  married  Miss  Leona  Chambers,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  who  came  with  her  parents  to  Nebraska, 
and  located  near  Juniata  at  an  earl^-  date.  In  1889 
Mr.  Coulter  was  elected  assessor  of  Kenesaw  Town- 
ship, and  has  also  served  as  supervisor  of  the  public 
highways,  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board.  He  is  a  first  class  agriculturist  and  a  man 
much  respected  by  all. 

A.  W.  Cox,  of  the  house  furnishing  and  under- 
taking establishment  of  Cox  &  Reed,  was  born  in 
Indiana,  July  10,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Bennett 
and  Elizabeth  (Kindley)  Cox,  natives  of  Ohio  and 
Indiana,  respectively.  The  father  died  in  Nebraska 
at  the  age  of  seventy-three  years,  but  the  mother  is 
still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Hastings.  A. 
W.  Cox  first  attended  the  common  schools,  but  later 
entered  Earlham  College  at  Richmond,  Ind. ,  and 
from  there  went  to  Indianapolis,  where  he  was  en- 
gaged in  the  forwarding  and  commission  business. 
In  1871  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  for  a  year 
and  a  half  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Cox, 
Kingman  &  Ballard.  January,  1873,  he  came  to 
Hastings  and  engaged  in  the  lumber  business,  which 
he  continued  for  about  a  j'ear  and  a  half,  after  which 
for  four  years  he  was  in  the  hardware  business.  Since 
that  time,  and  for  about  ten  years,  he  has  been  in 
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his  present  business.  He  built  the  fourth  house  in 
Hastings  and  has  seen  that  settlement  grow  to  its 
present  dimensions,  with  a  population  of  15,000. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a  member 
of  the  first  city  council  of  Hastings.  He  was  united 
in  marriage,  in  1863,  to  Miss  Ellen  Ballard,  who  was 
born  in  Indiana  in  184:4,  and  to  them  have  been  born 
two  children:  Lueva,  now  the  wife  of  A.  Yeazel,  of 
Hastings,  and  Mary,  wife  of  Edward  Allen,  cashier 
of  the  First  National  Bank  at  Ottawa,  HI.  For 
about  one  year  after  Mr.  Cox  came  to  Hastings  his 
were  the  only  female  children  in  the  town. 

George  Crafford,  agriculturist  and  stockman, 
of  Zero  Township,  Adams  County,  Neb.,  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  in  1828.  Harriet  S. 
Dunbar,  his  wife,  was  born  in  Saratoga  Count}-,  N. 
Y.,  in  1834.  George  Craflford  was  the  tenth  of 
twelve  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Deborah  (Jack- 
son) Crafford,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, the  former  in  1780  and  the  latter  in  1785. 
They  were  married  in  Washington  County,  Pa., 
in  1803.  The  following  are  the  children  given 
them:  Elisabeth,  Elijah,  Rachel,  Frances,  Rebecca, 
Ruth,  Joseph,  John,  Thomas,  George,  Martha  and 
Mary.  Mr.  Crafford  removed  with  his  family  to 
McDonough  County,  HI.,  at  an  early  day,  and  was 
there  engaged  in  farming  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  1863.  He  was  a  Republican,  a  public 
spirited  citizen,  and  was  deeply  interested  in  the 
welfare  of  his  adopted  country.  He  was  postmaster 
of  Raccoon,  Pa.,  for  years,  and  while  in  Illinois 
was  postmaster  of  a  town  there  also.  His  wife  died 
in  Illinois  in  1859,  both  being  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Their  son ,  George  Crafford ,  started 
out  in  life  for  himself  in  1851,  and  two  years  later 
was  married  to  Harriet  S.  Dunbar,  a  daughter  of 
Noah  W.  and  Sarah  (Hops)  Dunbar,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  York  State.  He  farmed  in  Illinois 
until  1868,  then  removed  to  Lucas  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1870,  then  went  to 
Kansas,  and  a  short  time  later  came  to  Cass  County, 
Neb.  This  county  continued  to  be  his  home  until 
1873,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising  in  Adams  County.  He  is 
the  owner  of  one-half  section  of  land — 160  acres 
in  Adams  County  and  a  like  quantity  in  Webster 


County.  He  is  an  enterprising  citizen,  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  and  on  this  ticket  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  county  supervisor  in  1884, 
and  he  has  also  been  a  member  of  his  local  school 
board  a  number  of  terms.  He  is  one  of  the  wealthy 
farmers  of  the  county  and  his  farm  is  well  stocked , 
his  cattle  and  sheep  being  of  an  especially  good 
grade.  His  children's  names  are  as  follows:  Joseph 
M. ,  who  died  in  1879;  Noah  W.,  who  is  man-ied  to 
Mary  E.  Nichols,  their  union  taking  place  in  1878; 
George  C. ,  Leonia  E.  and  Mable  M. ,  who  was  born 
in  Cass  County,  Neb.  The  four  first  named  were 
born  in  McDonough  County,  111. 

Alexander  H.  Cramer  is  an  excellent  example  of 
what  can  be  accomplished  in  life  when  thorough  de- 
termination to  succeed  is  coupled  with  energy,  per- 
severance and  close  application,  and  he  is  now  un- 
questionably one  of  Adams  County's  most  puli- 
lic  spirited  citizens.  He  was  born  in  Utica,  N. 
I''.,  January  31,  1852,  but  his  primary  education 
was  received  in  Oneida,  111. ,  after  which  he  was 
engaged  in  farming,  and  later  clerked  in  the  store 
of  Pratt  &  Lawson;  and  in  this  capacity  remained 
with  the  firm  after  their  removal  to  Hastings,  Neb., 
October  1,  1872.  However,  in  the  spring  of  1873, 
he  entered  the  employ  of  A.  W.  Cox,  a  lumber 
dealer,  but  the  same  year,  being  a  stanch  supporter 
of  the  Republican  part}-,  he  was  elected  on  that 
ticket  to  the  office  of  clerk  of  Adams  Count}-,  and 
ser^^ed  by  re-election  three  successive  terms,  later 
serving  four  years  as  clerk  of  the  district  court. 
In  1877  he  purchased  a  set  of  abstract  books  and 
engaged  in  that  business,  making  the  first  complete 
set  of  abstract  books  in  Adams  County,  all  of  which 
are  now  the  property  of  the  firm  of  Cramer  &  Rohrer. 
In  1881  Mr.  Cramer  formed  a  partnership  with  H. 
Bostwick,  and  opened  what  was  then  known  as  the 
Farmers'  and  Merchants'  Bank,  which  was  located 
where  the  City  National  Bank  now  stands.  In  De- 
cember, 1885,  Mr.  Cramer  sold  his  interest  to  his 
partner  and  engaged  in  the  abstract,  loan  and  in- 
surance business,  at  the  same  time  dealing  exten- 
sively in  real  estate.  In  July,  1886,  he  became 
one  of  the  organizers  of  the  Western  Loan  and  In- 
vestment Company,  of  which  he  was  chosen  vice- 
president,  and  the  same  }ear  the  firm  of   Cramer, 
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Rohrer  &  Robinson  was  organized  and  continued  two 
years,  wlieu  Mr.  Robinson  withdrew,  and  the  firm  now 
stands  as  Cramer  &  Rohrer.  They  are  safe,  thorough 
and  reliable  business  men,  and  without  doubt  de- 
serve the  large  patronage  which  they  command. 
He  belongs  to  Hastings  Lodge  No.  50  of  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. ,  and  is  also  a  member  of  Hastings 
Lodge  No.  28  of  the  K.  of  P.  His  maiTiage  to 
Miss  Ella  Cox,  daughter  of  Bennett  and  Elizabeth 
Cox,  was  solemnized  in  October,  1884.  Mrs. 
Cramer  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Ind. ,  and  is  the 
mother  of,  two  children,  Edna  and  Mabel.  Mr. 
Cramer  is  a  son  of  Alexander  and  Cynthia  (Harris) 
Cramer,  who  were  born  in  New  Jersey  and  New 
York  in  1810  and  1822  respectively,  and  the 
former's  death  occurred  in  the  State  of  Iowa  in 
February,  1874.  In  1856  he  removed  with  his 
family  to  Wisconsin,  but  thirteen  years  later  settled 
in  Illinois,  and  finally  in  Iowa.  The  mother  is  still 
living,  and  resides  at  Indianola,  Neb. 

E.  N.  Crane,  merchant,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  Prom- 
inent among,  and  one  of  those  citizens  of  Kenesaw 
who  have  held  the  advancement  of  the  town  and 
Adams  County  above  all  personal  interests,  and  who 
have  devoted  years  of  their  time  and  labored  assid- 
uously for  its  advancement,  is  the  subject  of  this 
article.  He  owes  his  nativity'  to  Hillsdale  County', 
Mich.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  March  14,  1853, 
and  is  a  descendant  of  one  of  the  old  Puritan  fam- 
ilies, his  ancestors  coming  to  America  long  before 
the  war  for  independence,  and  some  of  them  partic- 
ipated in  that  memorable  struggle.  His  paternal 
grandfather  died  from  the  effects  of  a  wound  received 
in  the  War  of  1812.  Mr.  Crane  is  a  worthy  repre- 
sentative of  this  old  family,  and  sound  Puritan- 
ical traits  of  integrity  and  industry  have  character- 
ized his  successful  career.  His  parents,  Daniel  C. 
and  Lucy  (Benedict)  Crane,  were  both  natives  of 
New  York  State,  were  married  in  that  State,  and  in 
1840  emigrated  to  Michigan,  being  among  the  first 
settlers  of  Hillsdale  County.  They  resided  there 
until  1878,  when  they  removed  to  Hastings,  Neb., 
and  there  Mr.  Crane  died  in  1877,  at  the  age  of  sev- 
enty-one years.  His  widow  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  daughter,  Mrs.  Gen.  A.  Y.  Cole, 
at  Juniata.  Neb.      Y^oung  Crane  grew  to  manhood  in 


that  newlj-  developed  country,  when  the  district 
school  was  the  Alma  jNIater  of  many,  and  naturally 
received  a  better  practical  than  literarj'  educatior. 
It  is  very  probable  that  there  he  developed  the  true 
business  principles  which  have  characterized  his 
success  so  far.  He  earl}'  aspired  to  a  mercantile 
life,  and  in  order  to  better  qualify  himself  for  such 
he  entered  May  hew  Business  College,  of  Detroit, 
Mich. ,  from  which  he  graduated  in  1875.  Soon 
after  leaving  college  he  accepted  the  position  of 
book-keeper  for  the  firm  of  Smith  Bros. ,  an  exten- 
sive mercantile  firm  of  Addison,  Mich. ,  and  remained 
with  them  until  the  spring  of  1876,  when  failing 
health  compelled  him  to  resign.  In  the  hopes  of 
regaining  his  health  he  began  traveling  in  the  West, 
and  spent  a  part  of  the  time  at  Juniata,  Neb. ,  after 
which  he  went  to  Philadelphia  to  attend  the  Centen- 
ial  Exposition.  He  then  returned  to  Juniata,  but 
later  engaged  as  a  traveling  salesman,  which  occu- 
pation he  followed  until  1883,  when  lie  riunv  t.>  Ki'u- 
esaw  and  established  himself  in  thi-  unifial  niiivaii- 
tile  business.  In  1883  he  erected  his  present  business 
lilock,  the  largest  and  finest  business  house  in  Ken- 
esaw. He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in 
the  general  welfare  of  the  place ,  and  has  been  prom- 
inently identified  with  all  movements  tending  towards 
its  improvement.  He  is  a  charter  member  of  Kene- 
saw Lodge  No.  144,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  also  a  member 
of  Mt.  Nebo  Commandery  No.  11,  Hastings,  Neb., 
and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  political  matters,  being 
chairman  of  the  Adams  County  Republican  con- 
vention in  1887.  On  July  26,  1878,  he  was  united 
in  marriage,  at  Juniata,  Neb.,  with  Miss  Ella  V. 
Light,  a  native  of  Angola,  Ind. ,  and  their  union  has 
been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  two  children:  Susan 
Agnes  and  Daniel  C.  Mr.  Crane  is  a  man  of  genial 
disposition,  courteous  and  charitable,  and  enjoys 
with  his  family  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all. 

William  S.  Crow,  ex-county  treasurer  of  Adams 
County,  and  now  actively  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising,  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa., 
August  2,  1835,  being  a  son  of  Alexander  and 
Christina  (Sadler)  Crow,  who  were  born  in  Mary- 
land and  Fayette  County,  Pa. ,  and  died  in  Vinton 
County.  Ohio,  aged  fifty-seven  and  sixty-two,  re- 
spectively.     The  paternal  grandfather,  John  Crow, 
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was  a  German  who  came  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  day,  and  died  in  Licliing  County,  Ohio. 
WiUiam  S.  Crow  is  the  fourth  of  nine  children,  five 
now  living,  and  when  about  "one  year  old  was  taken 
by  his  parents  to  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
there  brought  up  to  the  life  of  a  farmer,  learning 
during  his  youth  many  lessons  of  industry  and  per- 
severance, which  have  since  stood  him  in  good 
stead.  After  acquiring  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
English  branches  in  the  distiict  schools  near  his 
home,  he  entered  the  scientific  course  in  Witten- 
berg College,  Springticlil.  Ohio,  in  which  institution 
he  graduated  in  the  ((imiiMTcial  department,  after 
which  he  spent  nearly  fifteen  years  in  teaching  in 
the  public  schools  in  Southern  Ohio.  In  1864  he 
served  for  one  hundred  days  in  the  United  States 
service,  doing  duty  at  City  Point,  Va. ,  during  the 
siege  of  Kichmond.  In  the  fall  of  1875  he  emi- 
grated to  Nebraska,  and  in  1876  he  homesteaded  his 
present  property,  and  has  since  given  his  attention 
to  tilling  the  soil  and  raising  stock,  and  the  success 
which  has  attended  his  efforts  denotes  him  to  be  a 
thrifty  and  intelligent  agriculturalist.  His  farm  of 
280  acres  is  one  of  the  best  improved  in  the  county, 
and  being  a  natural  mechanic,  all  his  buildings  have 
been  erected  by  himself.  He  has  always  been  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  his  first  presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  John  C.  Fremont.  In  1881  he  was 
elected  to  the  office  of  ti-easurer  of  Adams  County, 
and  for  two  years  discharged  the  duties  of  this  re- 
sponsible position  in  a  manner  highly  complimen- 
tary to  himself,  and  to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  his 
constituents.  He  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of 
the  county,  is  thoroughly  practical,  and  does  not  use 
tobacco  or  intoxicants  in  any  form. 

James  B.  Dallas,  hardware  merchant,  Hastings, 
Neb.  No  better  proof  of  the  advancement  of  Hast^ 
ings  within  the  last  ten  years  can  be  shown  than  the 
dimensions  which  the  hardware  trade  has  assumed. 
Among  others,  one  of  the  largest  is  the  well  known 
house  of  James  B.  Dallas,  who  established  his  busi- 
ness in  1883.  He  was  born  in  Urbana,  Ohio,  January 
20,  1859,  and  is  the  younger  of  two  children  born 
to  the  union  of  James  B.  and  Sarah  E.  (McClellan) 
Dallas,  natives  of  Ohio.  The  father  was  born  in 
1829,   and  died   in  his   native   county  in   Ohio,    in 


1860.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  The 
mother  was  born  in  1831,  and  now  resides  in  Frank- 
lin, Ohio.  James  B.  Dallas  was  reared  in  Middle- 
town,  Ohio,  and  there  attended  school.  He  emi- 
grated to  Hastings,  Neb.,  in  1877,  was  for  some  time 
in  the  employ  of  Phillips  &  Hamot  in  the  grocery 
business,  and  then  began  the  hardware  business  in 
the  employ  of  Lawson  &  Hamot.  In  1883  he  began 
the  business  for  himself  in  partnership  with  C.  H. 
Dietrich,  and  about  one  year  later  changed  to  Dallas 
&  Litton,  which  continues  at  the  present  time.  They 
are  doing  well  and  are  enterprising  business  men. 
Mr.  Dallas  was  united  in  marriage  in  1884  to  Miss 
Amelia  Litton,  a  native  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo. ,  born  in 
1865,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Elizabeth 
Litton.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dallas  has  been  born  one 
child,  Joseph  D. ,  whose  birth  occurred  January  4, 
1888.  Mr.  Dallas  is  an  uncompromising  Democrat 
and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  Gen. 
Hancock.  Hs  is  a  prominent  young  business  man 
of  the  city. 

Nicholas  F.  Damron  keeps  a  livery  sale  stable  at 
Hastings,  Neb. ,  which  from  the  large  business  done, 
not  only  exemplifies  the  importance  of  the  town,  but 
reflects  credit  upon  his  management  also.  He  has 
been  a  resident  of  Adams  County  since  November 
4,  1877,  but  was  born  in  Pike  County,  Mo. ,  Decem- 
ber 4,  1838,  and  is  one  of  eight  children  born  to 
James  T.  and  Martha  J.  (Thurman)  Damron,  who 
were  native  Virginians.  The  father  died  in  Minne- 
sota, in  1861,  and  his  wife  in  1887.  Nicholas  F. 
Damron,  owing  to  the  early  death  of  his  father,  was 
compelled  to  fight  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and 
after  acquiring  such  education  as  could  be  obtained 
in  the  public  schools  prior  to  his  thirteenth  year,  he 
liegan  driving  a  peddling  wagon  in  Southern  Wis- 
consin, and  then  followed  the  occupation  of  mer- 
chandising until  his  removal  to  Hastings  at  the 
above  named  date.  For  two  years  after  his  arrival 
here  he  conducted  the  Commercial  Hotel,  which 
stood  on  the  present  site  of  his  livery  stable,  but  in 
1889  the  building  was  consumed  by  fire,  and  a  short 
time  after  he  erected  the  present  Commercial  Hotel. 
He  has  been  engaged  in  the  livery  and  sale  business 
for  the  past  eight  years  and  has  bought  and  sold  as 
many  horses  as  any  other  man  in  Nebraska,  and  is 
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ever  readj-  to  purchase  good  animals,  guaranteeing 
a  ready  sale  of  any  stocli  placed  in  his  hands.  In 
point  of  convenience  and  in  regard  to  the  animals 
and  vehicles  which  he  owns,  his  establishment  is 
second  to  none  in  the  State.  His  residence  is  one 
of  the  finest  in  the  citj%  which  with  all  its  improve- 
ments cost  about  $12,000.  He  was  married  in  1861 
to  Miss  Frances  V.  Jefferson,  a  native  of  the  "Em- 
pire State,"  who  is  well  known  as  an  admirable 
housekeeper  and  a  worthy  and  intelligent  lady. 
They  have  three  children:  Edith,  James  F.  and 
Birdie.  Mr,  Damon  belongs  to  Hastings  Lodge 
No.  50,  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Walter  P.  Davis  is  a  proper  representative  of  the 
energetic  and  prosperous  agi-iculturists  of  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  which  element  has  done  so  much  to 
ailvanre'  the  interests  of  the  State.  He  was  born  in 
DiarlKirn  Cniiiity,  Ind. ,  January  30,  1839,  and  re- 
ceived early  and  careful  ti'ainiug  in  the  mysteries  of 
farm  life  from  his  father,  Nicholas  Davis,  who  was  a 
well-to-do  agriculturist.  The  latter  was  born  on 
Blue  G-rass  soil,  but  was  reared  in  the  "  Hoosier 
State,"  and  was  there  married  to  Rachel  Randall,  a 
native  of  Rush  County,  Ind.  In  1857  he  moved 
with  his  family  to  Cumberland  County,  111.,  but  in 
1861  he  settled  in  Mattoou ,  where  he  made  his  home 
until  after  the  war,  then  located  on  a  farm  in  Coles 
Count}-,  and  at  a  still  later  period  took  up  his  abode 
in  Clark  County,  where  he  continued  to  till  the  soil 
until  his  death  in  August,  1879.  His  wife  survives 
him  and  is  a  resident  of  Omaha,  making  her  home 
with  a  son.  Their  family,  consisting  of  five  sons 
and  one  daughter,  grew  to  mature  years,  and  all  are 
now  living  and  are  the  heads  of  families.  Walter 
Davis  was  sixteen  j-ears  of  age  upon  his  removal  to 
Illinois,  and  there,  in  September,  1861,  he  and  two 
brothers  enlisted  in  Compan}-  I,  Fifth  Illinois  Cav- 
alry; he  served  his  country  faithfully  until  mustered 
out  of  service  at  Vicksburg,- November  17,  1864,  at 
which  time  he  was  promoted  from  a  private  to  the 
position  of  sergeant.  He  was  in  the  engagements 
at  Pocahontas  and  Cotton  Plant  and  in  the  siege  and 
battles  around  Vicksburg,  besides  many  small  en- 
gagements and  skirmishes.  After  receiving  his  dis- 
charge he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  until  1872  was 
engaged    in    farming    in    Coles   and    Cumberland 


Counties.  In  1873  Nebraska  became  his  home,  and 
after  farming  on  land  near  where  he  now  lives  about 
one  year  he  homesteaded  his  present  property,  which 
consists  of  160  acres,  all  of  which  is  fine  farming 
land  and  well  fenced.  His  residence  is  a  substantial 
frame,  one  and  a  half  stories  in  height,  and  all 
his  out^buildings  are  commodious  and  in  good  re- 
pair. He  has  eight  acres  of  timber  land  and  a  well 
selected  fruit  orchard  of  four  acres,  and  his  property 
is  well  improved  in  other  ways.  He  has  always 
been  identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
served  as  magistrate  for  nine  or  ten  consecutive 
years.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  county.  State  and 
National  conventions,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
part  in  the  campaigns  of  his  party.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  Geary  Post  No.  180,  G.  A.  R. ,  and 
he  and  wife  l.eluim  to  tli.^  T'nited  Brethren  Church. 
He  was  iiii.iTi,.,!  in  Cuiuliei-lainl  County,  111.,  in 
August,  IS.MK  \n  Mariah  Xecdliain,  a  native  of  that 
county,  and  a  daughter  of  P.  D.  Needham,  by  whom 
he  has  the  following  family:  W.  E. ,  Lorena  (wife 
of  H.  K.  Brown),  James  N. ,  George,  Charles,  Lucy, 
Nettie,  Denison  D.  and  Minnie. 

J.  K.  Dean,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Pauline, 
Neb.  Mr.  Dean  emigrated  from  Livingston  County, 
111.,  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  September,  1877, 
and  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Little  Blue  Town- 
ship. He  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  N.  Y. ,  in 
1822;  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  five  children  born 
to  the  union  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Barrows) 
Dean,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father  in  his 
younger  days  followed  the  cooper's  trade,  but  later 
was  a  successful  agriculturist.  He  was  married  in 
his  native  State  in  1812,  and  emigrated  to  New 
York  at  a  very  early  date,  where  he  continued  to 
cultivate  the  soil.  He  died  in  that  State  on  Feb- 
ruary 6, 1842,  and  the  mother  died  in  October,  1861. 
Grandfather  Levi  Dean  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier, 
and  died  from  the  effects  of  service  in  that  war. 
Grandfather  Aaron  Barrows  was  also  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary War,  and  the  families  on  both  sides  were 
early  settlers  in  the  colonies.  J.  K.  Dean  was 
taiii;iit  the  I'lidiinents  oC  lann  life  by  his  father  at  an 
early  day,  luang  educated  in  the  subscription  schools 
of  New  York.  His  brother  and  sisters  were  named 
as  follows:    Sarah,  now  Mrs.    Woleott,  of   Wayne 


r 


HISTORY   OF    NEBRASKA. 


4£\ 


County,  N.  Y. ;  Hester,  died  February  2,  1884,  in 
Adams  County,  Neb.;  Levi  W. ,  was  born  July  18, 
1817,  and  died  December  3,  1838,  at  Butler,  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y.  Our  subject  was  married  in  the  last 
named  county  on  October  25,  1843,  to  Miss  Mary 
Ann  Post,  a  native  of  Stanford,  Dutchess  County, 
N.  Y. ,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Maiy  (Cronk- 
hite)  Post,  natives  also  of  New  York.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  and  mechanic,  and  in  1852  moved  to 
La  Salle  County,  111. ,  and  thence  to  Miami  Count}', 
Kan.,  in  1873.  His  wife  died  in  Illinois  in  1867, 
and  his  death  occurred  in  1885.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Dean  remained  in  New  York  until  1857,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1863  he  moved  to  Livingston  County  and  settled 
in  Sunburg  Township.  At  the  breaking  out  of  the 
war  he  enlisted  in  La  Salle  County,  but  was  taken 
sick.  In  1863  he  went  into  service  in  Company  D, 
Eleventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  on  duty  for  six 
months,  when  he  was  promoted  to  the  ordnance  de- 
partment. He  was  at  DeVall's  Bluff,  Helena,  Saline 
Cross  Roads  and  others.  He  kept  charge  of  the 
books,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at  Springfield, 
111.,  in  1865.  After  returning  to  Livingston  County 
he  followed  agricultural  pursuits,  and  was  for  some 
time  in  the  hardware  business.  In  1877  he  emi- 
grated to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  purchased  160 
acres  of  land  in  Little  Blue  Township,  which  he 
immediately  commenced  improving.  He  has  alwa3's 
taken  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  his  vote  is  cast 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  justice  of 
the  peace  of  his  township  for  eleven  j-ears,  and  has 
filled  that  position  in  different  places  for  the  past 
thirty  years.  He  is  a  member  of  Huron  Post  No. 
151,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  Senior  Vice  Commander 
of  the  same.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born  seven 
children:  Huldah,  now  Mrs.  Miller,  of  Adams 
County;  J.  "W. ,  enlisted  in  the  Thirty-ninth  Illinois 
Infantry  in  1864,  and  was  at  the  battle  of  Peters- 
burg; he  was  taken  sick,  and  is  still  suffering; 
he  was  honorablj'  discharged  in  1865,  and  resides 
in  Adams  County;  George,  married  and  resides  in 
Kansas;  Medora,  now  Mrs.  Sherman,  of  Adams 
County;  J.  M. ,  married  and  a  resident  of  Adams 
County;  Lucien  and  W.  H. ,  also  both  living  and 
in  Adams  Countv. 


Lucien  Dean.  Although  a  3'oung  man  Mr.  Dean 
has  labored  earnestly  as  an  agriculturist,  and  his 
energy,  coupled  with  strict  integrity  and  honesty  of 
purpose,  has  placed  him  among  the  leading 
farmers  of  Adams  County.  He  was  born  in  La 
Salle  County,  111.,  June  21,  1861,  and  was  one  of  a 
family  of  7  children  born  to  James  K.  and  Mary 
A.  (Post)  Dean,  who  removed  from  La  Salle  to  Liv- 
ingston County  in  1862,  where  Lucien  was  reared 
and  educated,  and  learned  the  intricacies  of  farm 
work  on  his  father's  land.  The  family  removed  to 
the  State  of  Nebraska  in  1877,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  of  120  acres  in  Little  Blue  Township,  Adams 
County,  but  Lucien  only  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  eighteen  3ears  of  age,  then  began 
working  for  himself  by  the  month,  continuing  for 
five  years,  then  began  tilling  the  soil  on  his  own 
responsibilitj',  purchasing  land  in  Section  6,  Town- 
ship 5,  Range  9,  to  the  amount  of  167  acres,  the 
property  being  partly  improved.  He  is  much  inter- 
ested in  stock  raising  and  has  a  large  and  valuable 
drove  of  cattle  and  hogs.  His  enterprises  in  Ne- 
braska have  met  with  excellent  results,  and  he  has 
done  his  full  share  in  developing  Adams  County, 
and  here  he  expects  to  make  his  permanent  home. 
So  far  as  his  means  will  allow  he  contributes  to  the 
building  of  churches  and  schools,  and  he  is  other- 
wise interested  in  the  improvement  of  the  county, 
and  is  ever  ready  to  assist  all  feasible  enterprises. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  and  in 
1886  and  1887  was  elected  town  clerk.  His  mar- 
riage, which  occurred  on  October  21,  1882,  was  to 
Miss  Mary  A.  Palmer,  the  adopted  daughter  of  Wil- 
liam H.  Palmer,  of  New  York  State.  Mrs.  Dean 
was  born  in  that  State,  Julj'  12,  1855.  Mr.  Dean's 
father  and  mother  were  born  in  New  York  in  1823 
and  1822,  respectively,  and  after  their  marriage,  in 
1857,  removed  to  Illinois,  and  since  1877  have  re- 
sided in  Nebraska,  where  the\-  have  become  well 
and  favorably  known 

Jacob  DeWester,  farmer,  Hastings,  Neli.  The 
County  of  Adams  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having 
among  her  foreign-born  element  men  whose  iudus- 
trj',  strict  attention  to  business,  economy  and  perse- 
verance have  produced  such  substantial  results  in 
the  different  affairs  with  which  thev  have  connected 
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themselves.  Mr.  DeWester  belongs  to  this  class, 
for,  originally  from  Germany,  his  location  in  this 
county  dates  from  1872.  He  was  born  on  the 
Rhine  Province  in  1840,  and  was  second  in  a  family 
of  five  children  born  to  John  and  Mary  (Leopold) 
DeWester,  also  natives  of  the  Rhine  Province,  G-er- 
many.  The  parents  left  their  native  country  in 
1853,  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Rush  County,  Ind.  Here  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  and  made  that  county  his  home  until 
his  death  in  1882.  The  mother  died  two  years  later. 
Jacob  DeWester  was  partly  reared  on  the  farm  in 
Rush  County,  although  up  to  thirteen  years  of  age 
he  resided  in  Germany  and  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  that  country.  In  August,  1862,  he  en- 
listed from  Rush  County  in  Company  H,  Sixteenth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Indianapolis.  He  participated  in  the  battle  of  Rich- 
mond and  Vicksburg,  was  in  the  Red  River  expedi- 
tion. Pleasant  Hill,  and  numerous  other  engage- 
ments. He  had  the  buttons  shot  from  his  clothing, 
but  was  never  wounded.  He  was  discharged  at 
New  Orleans  in  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Rush  County,  Ind. ,  where  he  tilled  the  soil.  He 
was  married  in  Indiana  in  1862,  to  Miss  Martha 
Norton,  a  native  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  George  and  Harriet  Norton,  also  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  At  an  early  day,  1853,  her  par- 
ents settled  in  Indiana,  where  the  mother  died  in 
1883.  The  father  resides  in  Iowa  and  is  a  success- 
ful tiller  of  the  soil.  In  1872  Mr.  DeWester  came 
to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  entered  160  acres  which  he 
improved,  but  which  he  afterwards  sold,  and  now 
owns  eight}'  acres,  all  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  DeWester  is  not  active  in  politics,  but 
votes  with  the  Independent  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  Strickland  Post  No.  13,  G.  A.  R. ,  at  Hastings. 
To  his  marriage  were  born  these  children:  Jacob, 
married  and  resides  in  the  township;  John,  Lizzie, 
now  Mrs.  Ale,  of  West  Blue  Township;  Fred, 
Hattie  and  Minnie.  Mr.  DeWester  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  Adams  County,  and  has  been  a  wit- 
ness of  the  wonderful  growth  of  the  same.  He 
passed  through  the  three  seasons  of  grasshopper 
raids,  the  largest  and  hardest  in  1874,  and  still 
thinks  there  is  no  State  like  Nebraska.      He  was 


road  overseer  for  a  number  of  years,  and  aids  with 
a  i-eady  hand  and  willing  heart  all  laudable  enter- 
prises. 

Ira  G.  Dillon  (deceased).  Nature  seems  to  have 
intended  Mr.  Dillon  for  a  long  and  more  than  ordi- 
narily useful  life,  but  alas  for  human  hopes  and  ex- 
pectations, while  just  in  the  meridian  of  life  his 
career  was  closed  forever.  He  was  born  in  Hudson, 
Mich.,  August  26,  1836,  and  was  a  son  of  Michael 
and  Margaret  Jane  (Griswold)  Dillon,  who  were 
pioneers  and  farmers  of  Michigan.  Ira  G.  Dillon's 
youth  was  spent  on  his  parents'  homestead,  he  re- 
ceiving favorable  opportunities  for  obtaining  an 
education  in  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State, 
which  opportunities  he  did  not  fail  to  improve.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Cornelia  Davis,  but  their  wedded  life 
was  of  short  duration,  for  she  died  August  25, 
1868,  leaving  two  children:  Ina  Maj',  wife  of  John 
P.  Doar,  a  prominent  lawyer  of  Lincoln,  Neb. ;  and 
Flora,  who  is  now  deceased,  her  death  occurring 
July  27,  1865.  Soon  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Dillon 
went  to  Saginaw,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  lum- 
ber business  until  his  removal  to  St.  Louis,  Mich. , 
where  he  followed  the  calling  of  an  architect  and 
builder.  Here  on  July  20,  1867,  he  espoused  Miss 
Laura  P.  Brudige,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  daughter 
of  M.  and  Harriet  (Parmelee)  Brudige,  the  father  a 
native  of  York  State,  and  the  mother  of  Ohio.  Mrs. 
Dillon  is  a  very  finely  educated  lady  and  is  a  grad- 
uate of  Oberlin  College,  Ohio,  and  finished  her 
musical  education  in  Pennsylvania,  in  which  State 
she  spent  two  years  perfecting  herself  in  this  art, 
following  it  as  a  calling  several  years  prior  to  her 
marriage.  Eight  of  her  aunts  were  graduates  of 
Oberlin  College,  and  one,  Eliza  Parmelee,  is  a 
wealthy  and  talented  lawyer  of  New  Portage,  Ohio. 
In  1871  Mr.  Dillon  came  to  Nebraska,  and  being, 
possessed  of  great  energy  and  much  ability,  he  was 
not  long  in  securing  a  comfortable  competency  in 
his  new  location.  He  first  settled  on  a  homestead 
one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  Juniata  and  after  erect- 
ing a  good  residence,  setting  out  orchards  and  other- 
wise improving  his  property  he,  at  the  end  of  five 
years,  moved  to  Juniata  where  he  bought  property 
and  built  him  a  comfortable  residence.      He  was  first 
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engaged  in  contracting  and  building  after  coming  to 
the  county,  and  erected  many  of  the  principal  dwell- 
ings of  the  town.  In  the  occupation  of  handling 
grain,- lumber  and  coal,  he  was  in  partnei-ship  with 
J.  M.  Sewell  for  some  time,  and  during  this  time 
they  erected  the  first  grain  elevator  of  the  place. 
Later  he  was  associated  in  business  with  a  Mr.  Cole 
for  alwut  two  years.  He  was  an  active  politician 
and  was  the  first  marshall  of  Juniata,  always  ready 
to  promote  the  interests  of  the  town  and  county. 
He  was  in  every  respect  a  self-made  man  and  his 
death ,  which  occurred  jMarch  1 2 , 1 884,  was  universally 
regretted.  He  left  an  estate  for  his  family  valued 
at  some  $25,000,  and  in  every  way  was  a  most 
worthy  man,  a  kind  father  and  a  considerate  hus- 
band. He  was  a  memlier  of  the  Baptist  Church 
and  his  widow  belongs  to  the  Congregational  Church. 
To  them  were  born  the  following  family:  Lorena 
Mary,  born  September  15,  1869,  is  a  teacher  of 
music  at  Crete;  Margaret  Jane  was  Ijorn  March  23, 
1872,  and  is  attending  Doane  College  at  Crete; 
Grace  Wilber  was  born  January  12,  1879;  Herbert 
Michael  was  born  February  6,  1881,  and  an  infant 
daughter  who  died  unnamed. 

William  H.  Dillon,  hotel  proprietor,  Hastings, 
Nel).  It  is  a  fact  long  since  recognized  as  an  axiom 
that  nothing  adds  so  much  to  the  success  and  happi- 
ness of  the  community  as  a  well  kept  hotel.  It  is, 
therefore,  with  pride  that  we  accord  the  space  in 
this  volume  for  one  of  the  best  and  leading  hotels  of 
the  commonwealth.  Mr.  Dillon  was  originally  from 
Delaware  County,  Iowa,  where  his  birth  occurred 
on  December  16,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Gilbert  D. 
and  Mary  (Schoonover)  Dillon,  natives  of  New  York. 
The  father  was  born  in  1800,  came  to  Iowa  in  1836 
and  established  the  first  bank  at  Dubuque.  He  was 
one  of  the  pioneers  and  a  leading  citizen  of  Delaware 
County.  His  death  occurred  in  1874.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1815  and  died  on  the  old  Iowa  home- 
stead in  February,  1875.  Their  family  consisted  of 
six  children,  William  H.  being  third  in  order  of 
birth.  His  boyhood  days  were  divided  between 
assisting  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  common 
schools,  where  he  received  a  fair  education.  Later 
he  attended  college  at  Epworth,  and  after  finishing 
there  he  went   to   Dubuque,  in  March,   1864,   and 


clerked  in  a  dry  goods  store  for  three  j-ears.  After 
this  he  was  on  the  farm  two  years,  and  then  em- 
barked in  the  dry  goods  business  at  Worthington, 
Iowa,  where  he  continued  for  two  more  years.  He 
then  sold  out  and  for  nine  years  was  in  the  insurance 
business,  being  special  agent  and  collector  for  a 
number  of  j-ears  for  the  Watertown  Fire  Insurance 
Company,  of  New  York.  In  1879  he  engaged  in 
the  grocery  business  at  Hopkinton,  Iowa,  and  con- 
tinued at  this  until  1883,  when  he  sold  out  and  emi- 
grated to  Nebraska.  He  purchased  160  acres  in  the 
Indian  Reservation  and  later  sold  out,  and  in  August, 
1885,  he  came  to  Hastings.  He  continued  at  the 
insurance  business  until  February,  1886,  when  he 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business  and  ran  the  New  Eng- 
land House  for  one  year,  and  ran  the  Commercial 
Hotel  for  two  years.  In  February,  1889,  he  took 
charge  of  the  Bostwick,  and  this  he  has  since  con- 
ducted. It  has  gained  a  just  celebrity  since  coming 
under  the  present  management,  its  trade  taxing  its 
accommodations  to  the  utmost.  A  hotel  could  not 
be  conducted  in  a  manner  more  pleasing  to  its  regu- 
lar customers  and  the  traveling  public.  He  was 
married  in  Magnolia,  Iowa,  in  1871,  to  Miss  Nellie 
Hayward,  the  daughter  of  Rev.  W.  H.  and  Lydia 
Hayward,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  two 
children:  Grace  G.  and  Harry  H.  In  politics  Mr. 
Dillon  is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W. 

Gen.  Caleb  J.  Dilworth.  In  the  history  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  its  development,  growth 
and  prosperity',  no  man  has  taken  a  more  prominent 
part  than  Mr.  Dilworth.  His  career  during  life  has 
been  such  as  to  give  encouragement  to  young  men 
without  means,  for  his  present  competence  has  been 
gained  only  through  his  own  efforts,  and  he  is  now 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  Adams 
County,  where  he  is  successfully  occupied  in  the 
practice  of  law,  being  associated  in  business  with  a 
Mr.  Smith,  and  his  son  William  A.  Dilworth.  He 
was  born  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  April  8,  1829, 
and  is  a  son  of  Abraham  Dilworth,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1 793,  and  died  in  Rushville,  111. , 
in  1832,  having  settled  in  that  State  the  year  lief  ore, 
being  a  pioneer  of  Schuyler  County.  He  was  a 
lawyer  by  profession,  having  been  admittetl  to  the 
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bar  at  Steuben ville,  Ohio,  as  early  as  1829,  and  for 
some  time  he  was  in  partnership  with  W.  A.  Kieh- 
ardson  in  the  practice  of  his  profession.  The 
paternal  grandfather  of  Gen.  Dilworth,  Caleb  by 
name,  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  died  at 
Mount  Pleasant,  Ohio,  in  1832.  Martha  (Judkius) 
Dilworth,  the  mother  of  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Ealeigh,  N.  C,  in  1796, 
and  died  in  Kansas  in  1888.  Gen.  Dilworth  began 
his  legal  studies  at  an  early  day,  and  in  1848  was 
admitted  to  the  bar  at  Lewiston,  III,  where  he  re- 
mained practicing  his  profession  until  1862,  when 
he  joined  the  Federal  Army  to  assist  in  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  Union,  and  went  into  the  service  as  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, commissioned  August  27,  1865,  of 
the  Eighty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry;  was  ordered  to 
Louisville,  K}-. ,  and  until  the  close  of  the  war  was 
in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland,  and  participated  in 
the  following  bloody  battles,  besides  many  minor 
engagements  not  mentioiu'd:  Perry  ville  (Ky.),  Stone 
River,  where  he  was  cinninissioned  colonel  of  the 
Eighty-fifth  Illinois  on  June  IS,  18G3;  Chickamauga, 
Missionary  Ridge,  and  while  on  the  Atlanta  cam- 
paign was  in  the  battles  of  Resaca,  Rome,  Pumpkin 
Vine  and  Kenesaw  Mountain,  after  which,  Novem- 
ber 15,  1864,  he  was  commissioned  brevet  briga- 
dier-general, and  was  assigned  to  the  Third  Brigade, 
Second  Division,  Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  afterward 
taking  part  in  the  battle  of  Peach  Tree  Creek, 
and  in  the  campaign  ending  at  Jonesboro,  where  he 
was  severely  wounded  in  the  neck.  The  winter  of 
1864  he  spent  in  Chattanooga;  then  went  to  Coving- 
ton, where  he  remained  until  hostilities  ceased,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  in  June,  1865.  He  was 
severely  wounded  three  times,  hut  lV:irle,ss  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duty,  a  trusted  ;iii(l  laithful  com- 
manding officer,  he  was  beloved  aud  respected  by  all. 
Upon  his  return  from  the  war  he  resumed  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Lewiston,  111.,  but  in  1870  removed  to 
Nebraska  and  located  at  Lincoln,  two  years  later 
settling  in  what  was  then  Phelps  County,  but  still 
continuing  his  practice  in  the  above  named  city. 
From  1873  to  1877,  however,  his  practice  was  con- 
fined to  Phelps  County,  and  in  1874  he  was  elected 
district  attorney  for  the  Second  Nebraska  district, 
which   then   embraced   the   two    southern    tiers   of 


counties  from  the  Missouri  River  to  the  Colorado 
line.  After  serving  in  this  capacity  two  terms,  in 
1878  he  was  elected  attorney  general  of  the  State 
of  Nebraska,  discharging  the  duties  of  this  office 
also  two  terms.  In  the  month  of  January,  1883, 
he  came  to  Hastings,  and  has  since  been  a  member 
of  the  legal  firm  of  Dilworth,  Smith  &  Dilworth, 
well  known  in  Adams  and  many  surrounding  coun- 
ties. Gen.  Dilworth  has  alwaj's  been  a  radical  Re- 
publican, and  has  ever  supported  the  men  and 
measures  of  his  party.  He  has  been  very  success- 
ful in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  is  now  one 
of  the  weathy  land  holders  of  the  State,  being  the 
owner  of  2,600  acres  of  land  in  Phelps  County. 
November  2."),  IS.").'!,  he  wedded  3Iiss  Emily  Phelps, 
a  native  of  .Alissc.uri,  by  wh"iu  he  has  a  son  named 
William  A.,  a  member  of  the  above  firm. 

Lafayette  Dominy,  farmer,  Hansen,  Neb.  3Ir. 
Dominy  is  one  of  the  much  respected  and  esteemed 
citizens  of  Adams  County,  and  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  the  same,  locating  on  his  present  farm 
March  2,  1876.  He  was  born  in  Brookfleld  Town- 
ship, La  Salle  County,  111. ,  in  1844,  and  was  the 
seventh  of  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  result  of 
the  union  of  Nathaniel  and  Philinda  (Fineli)  Dominy. 
natives  of  New  York.  The  parents  were  married  in 
their  native  State,  and  in  1836  emigrated  h>  La  Salle 
County,  111. ,  where  the  father  entered  land  and  cul- 
tivated the  soil.  They  were  early  settlers  of  that 
State  and  experienced  some  of  the  hardships  en- 
dured by  the  pioneers.  They  came  overland  from 
New  York,  and  after  reaching  this  State  were 
obliged  to  do  their  marketing  at  Chicago,  when  it 
took  five  days  to  make  the  trip.  Mr.  Dominj^  made 
that  State  his  home  until  1880,  when  he  moved  to 
Nebraska  and  settled  in  Hansen.  His  death  oc- 
curred in  November,  1887.  His  excellent  wife  still 
survives  him.  Grandfather  Dominy  owned  a  farm 
on  which  was  fought  a  battle  of  the  War  of  1812. 
He  was  an  early  settler  of  La  Salle  County,  where 
he  passed  his  last  days.  Lafajette  Dominy  was 
early  instructed  in  the  mysteries  of  farm  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  La  Salle 
County,  111.  He  commenced  fanning  for  himself  in 
that  county  and  was  married  in  Brookfleld  Town- 
ship, of  that  county,  in  November,    1867,  to  Miss 
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Sarah  A.  Smith,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
daughter  of  Morgan  and  Mar}'  (Kane)  Smith,  also 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her  parents  emigrated 
to  Putman  County,  111. ,  where  they  remained  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  moved  to  La  Salle  County,  of 
the  same  State,  and  settled  in  Brookfield  Township, 
where  the  father  tilled  the  soil  until  his  death  in 
1857.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  in 
Jewell  County,  Kan.  Mr.  Dominy  moved  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  in  1876  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a 
good  farm  of  320  acres,  and  is  also  engaged  in 
raising  fine  thoroughbred  short  horned  cattle.  He 
has  a  good  orchard  on  his  place  and  is  prosperous 
and  contented.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party 
and  is  active  in  politics.  He  was  township  treasurer 
for  some  time  and  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the 
townships.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dominy  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Hansen.  Their  union 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children,  three 
of  whom  are  now  living:  Charles  M. ,  Flora  M.,  died 
in  April,  1879,  at  the  age  of  four  years;  Eva  N. , 
died  in  April,  1883,  at  the  age  of  nearly  four  years; 
Edward  M.,  Lewis  M. ,  died  in  May,  188G,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen  months,  and  Arthur  L.  Mr.  Dom- 
iny's  market  for  years  was  at  Hastings,  but  now 
his  marketing  is  done  thi-ee-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
his  home. 

Jesse  Doty  is  a  well  known  agriculturist  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  was  born  in  Butler 
County,  Ohio,  in  1840,  being  the  eldest  child  born 
to  John  and  Eliza  (McBride)  Doty,  and  grandson  of 
Jesse  Doty,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Butler  County, 
Ohio.  John  Doty  was  born  in  Ohio  about  1812, 
and  his  early  career  was  spent  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil, 
but  he  is  now  engaged  in  the  liverj'  business  at  Ox- 
ford. He  and  wife  became  the  parents  of  five  chil- 
dren: Jesse,  Agnes,  Aaron,  Jane  and  Charley;  but 
after  her  death  in  1849  he  (in  1850)  man-ied 
again,  and  became  the  father  of  five  more  chil- 
dren: Frank,  George,  William,  David  and  Ida.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views.  Jesse  Doty, 
the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  attended  the 
schools  of  Oxford,  and  in  1862  enlisted  in  Company 
A,  Eighty-sixth  Ohio  Infantrj',  but  after  receiving 
his  discharge  at  the  end  of  three  months  he,  in  1864, 
again  entered  the  army,  this  time  becoming  a  mem- 


ber of  Company  B,  Fifty-fourth  Ohio  Infantry. 
During  his  term  of  service  he  took  part  in  the  fol- 
lowing engagements:  Resaca,  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
and  on  December  3,  1864,  was  taken  prisoner  at 
Statesboro,  Ga. ,  and  for  three  months  was  kept  in 
captivit}'  at  Florence.  After  receiving  his  discharge 
in  1865  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, and  was  man-ied  the  same  j-ear  of  his  return  to 
Miss  Emeline  Poyner,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  M.  and 
Emily  (Jones)  Poyner,  the  former  born  in  Georgia 
and  the  latter  in  Ohio.  Mrs.  Doty  was  born  in  the 
'•Buckeye  State,"  in  1842,  and  by  Mr.  Doty  has 
become  the  mother  of  the  following  children:  Louis 
E. ,  Homer  A.  (married  to  Miss  Maud  Hileman,  of 
Hastings),  Orlia,  Spencer  V.  (who  died  in  1887), 
Ira  R.  and  Jesse  L.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Doty 
moved  to  Indiana,  but  at  the  end  of  seven  j-ears  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  in  1878  came  to  Otoe  County, 
Neb. ,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  until 
1887,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
Adams  County.  He  bought  the  farm  where  the 
present  insane  asylum  is  now  located,  but  the  same 
year  sold  out  to  the  State  and  purchased  his  present 
property,  an  improved  farm  of  160  acres.  He  gives 
considerable  attention  to  stock  raising,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  Poland  China  hogs.  His  property  has 
been  acquired  through  honest  and  persistent  endeavor, 
and  his  farm  is  admirably  conducted.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican, a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

William  A.  Dilworth.  A  truth  that  must  every- 
where be  conceded  is  that  keen  perception,  sound 
judgment  and  a  determined  will,  supported  by  per- 
severing and  continuous  efforts,  will  surely  result  in 
success  in  whatever  occupation  one  may  be  engaged. 
No  young  man  possessing  these  qualities  need  go 
through  the  world  unknown  or  poor.  He  is  sure  to 
reach  the  top,  and  if,  as  in  the  following  case,  the 
possessor  be  honest  and  moral,  he  need  have  no 
fears  for  his  future.  Among  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  legal  profession  of  Adams  County,  and 
one  of  its  rising  lawyers,  is  Mr.  W.  A.  Dilworth.  a 
member  of  the  well  known  law  firm  of  Dilworth. 
Smith  &  Dilworth.  He  was  born  at  Lewistown,  111. , 
October  28,  1854,  the  only  child  born  to  the  union 
of  Gen.  C.  J.  and  Emily  Dilworth.      His  early  boy- 
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hood  clays  were  spent  in  his  native  town,  where  he 
attended  the  public  schools.  In  1870  he  came  with 
his  parents  to  Lincoln,  and  entered  the  University  of 
Nebraska.  In  1877  he  began  the  studj-  of  law,  con- 
tinuing until  he  had  attained  a  proficiency  in  the 
legal  profession  when  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  in 
1880,  at  Sidnej',  Neb.,  and  immediately  entered 
upon  his  chosen  calling  in  Phelps  and  Dawson 
Counties,  Neb. ,  continuing  there  for  two  years.  In 
1882  he  went  to  the  Black  Hills,  and  in  connection 
with  James  W.  Fowler  opened  a  law  office  at  that 
place,  which,  however,  was  discontinued  the  next 
year.  He  then  came  to  Hastings  where  he  organ- 
ized the  firm  of  Dilworth,  Smith  &  Dilworth,  which 
has  been  continued  successfullj^  ever  since,  and 
where  he  has  established  a  reputation,  which  for  a 
young  attorney  is  very  flattering.  In  1881  Mr. 
Dilworth  was  married,  selecting  as  his  life  compan- 
ion Miss  Alice  Morton,  a  native  of  Michigan.  This 
union  was  blessed  with  one  child,  a  bright  and  inter- 
esting little  girl  named  Maude.  In  secret  societies, 
Mr.  Dilworth  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  a 
Knight  Templar,  K.  of  P.  and  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  stanch 
rirpulilican,  but  is  too  deeply  engrossed  in  his  pro- 
tVssidu  to  take  a  very  active  interest  in  politics.  He 
is  a  man  of  keen  observation,  great  tact  and  shrewd- 
ness, a  good  lawyer,  and  enjoys  a  large  and  growing 
clientage,  and  is  a  verj-  popular  man. 

George  A.  Dreitzler,  liveryman,  Hastings,  Neb. 
This  enterprising  business  man  was  born  near  War- 
saw, Ind. ,  on  September  27,  18G5,  and  is  the  son  of 
Jacob  H.  and  Mary  (Ertzinger)  Dreitzler,  the  father 
a  native  of  Germany  and  now  a  resident  of  Ne- 
braska. The  mother  was  born  in  the  United  States, 
and  died  (in  Indiana)  when  George  Dreitzler  was  but 
nine  years  of  age.  The  latter  remained  in  Indiana 
until  twentj'-one  years  of  age,  and  then  emigrated 
to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  in  July,  1887.  He  worked  with 
his  brother  at  the  livery  business  for  four  months, 
and  Dec-ember  7,  1887,  he  bought  his  brother  out 
and  engaged  in  the  business  for  himself.  This  he 
has  since  continued.  He  now  has  a  well  stocked 
livery  barn,  and  holds  the  patronage  of  the  entire 
neighborhood.  It  is  situated  on  Third  Street, 
between  Denver  and  St.  Joe  Avenues.      In  politics 


Mr.  Dreitzler  is  independent,  and  supports  those 
men  who,  in  his  judgment,  are  the  best  and  most 
capable.  He  has  made  his  own  way  in  life  and 
deserves  the  credit  and  respect  of  all. 

William  W.  Dungan,  furniture  dealer,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  Among  American  industries,  that  of 
furniture  manufacturing  has  come  to  occupy  a 
first  place,  and  our  goods  are  to  be  found  in 
every  foreign  market.  Of  late  years  the  furni- 
ture factories  of  the  West  have  distanced  till 
competitors,  and  not  only  do  they  suppl}'  the 
whole  Western  continent,  but  dictate  prices  in 
Eastern  markets,  and  control  the  trade  of  the 
South.  Mr.  Dungan,  one  of  the  prominent  men  of 
business  in  Hastings,  has  been  dealing  in  furniture 
in  that  place  since  1889,  and  has  a  complete  line 
of  goods,  and  makes  a  special tj'  of  ujjholstering. 
He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County,  Pa. ,  on  June  7 , 
1836,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Jane 
(Witherspoon)  Dungan.  The  father  was  born  in 
what  is  now  West  Virginia  in  1797,  and  died  in 
Lawrence  County,  Pa. ,  in  1872.  He  was  by  oc- 
cupation a  farmer.  He  was  elected  by  the  Whigs 
to  represent  Lawrence  County,  Pa. ,  in  the  Lower 
House  of  the  Pennsylvania  General  Assembly.  The 
mother  was  born  in  what  was  then  Beaver  County, 
but  is  now  Lawrence  County-,  Pa.,  in  1803,  and 
died  in  Lawrence  County  in  1851.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Robert  Dungan,  was  a  Virginian  by 
birth,  and  died  in  Beaver  County  when  aliout  eighty 
years  of  age.  He  was  an  uncompromising  Aboli- 
tionist. Of  the  eleven  children  born  to  his  parents, 
William  W.  was  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth,  and 
six  are  now  living.  He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  pu|iil  in  liis  n:itive  school, 
where  he  received  a  good  piactiml  tMlueation.  In 
1855  Mr.  Dungan  came  west,  and  li\  imI  for  a  short 
time  at  Leavenworth,  Kan.,  after  which  he  went  to 
Jasper  County,  Iowa,  and  there  he  attended  and 
taught  school  until  June,  1861.  At  that  date  he 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  and 
September,  1863,  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
captain  of  Company  E,  Forty-ninth  United  States 
colored  troops,  serving  in  that  capacity  until  March 
26,  1866,  when  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  as  an 
etflcient  officer  and  a  bra\'e  soldier.      Returning  to 
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Jasper  Count}-,  Iowa,  after  the  war,  he  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil,  and  this  he  carried  on  until  1873, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  and  here  has 
since  resided.  In  1878  he  began  the  real  estate 
business  in  Hastings,  and  continued  the  same  until 
1889,  when  he  embarked  in  the  furniture  business, 
at  which  he  has  been  quite  successful.  He  was 
married  on  October  15,  1864,  to  Miss  Bell  Sturgeon 
of  Jasper  County,  Iowa,  but  a  native  of  Lawrence 
CAunty,  Pa.,  born  January  13,  1846.  Four  chil- 
dren have  been  the  result  of  this  union:  Harry  D. , 
Mamie  W. ,  William  H.  and  Paul  B.  In  politics 
Mr.  Dungan  is  a  Prohibitionist,  and  at  one  time 
represented  what  was  then  the  Second  ward  in  the 
cLty  council.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. ,  and  is  a  pioneer  of  Hastings. 

John  P.  Duncan  is  a  prosperous  grain,  stock  and 
coal  merchant  of  Roseland,  Neb.,  and  is  in  partner- 
ship with  his  brother.  He  was  born  in  Elgin,  111. , 
September  14,  1845,  being  a  son  of  P.  W.  Duncan, 
a  native  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1841  and  settled  in  Illinois,  having  previously- 
married  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  Miss  Bridget  Kingsley, 
who  died  when  John  P.  was  an  infant.  The  latter 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  after 
reaching  his  tenth  year  was  a  resident  of  Savannah, 
and  is  principally  self  educated,  the  most  of  his 
knowledge  of  books  being  acquired  since  reaching 
years  of  maturity.  He  learned  the  stone  mason's 
trade  of  his  father,  and  after  starting  out  in  life  for 
himself  worked  at  this  trade  in  Illinois  up  to  1870, 
coming  to  Nebraska  in  May  of  that  year,  and  set- 
tling in  Adams  County,  where  he  took  up  a  home- 
stead in  the  southern  part  of  the  county,  on  the  Lit 
tie  Blue  River,  which  place  he  still  owns.  Many 
fine  improvements  were  made  on  this  farm,  which 
continued  to  be  his  home  until  1887,  since  which 
time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Roseland,  being  one 
of  the  first  business  men  of  the  place.  He  has  al- 
ways held  to  the  principles  and  supported  the  men 
and  measures  of  the  Democratic  party,  and  for  a 
number  of  years  has  held  the  position  of  super\nsor 
of  Silver  Lake  Township,  and  in  1888  was  elected 
in  Roseland  Township  for  the  same  position.  He 
was  married  in  Iowa  in  1878,  and  wedded  his  second 


wife  in  Illinois  in  1883,  her  maiden  name  being 
Bridget  Loughran.  A  daughter  blessed  his  first 
marriage,  named  Frances,  and  his  second  union  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Stephen  P. , 
MaryE.,  Anna  and  John  William.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Duncan  are  members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church. 
Eben  L.  Dutton,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hol- 
stein.  Neb.  Prominent  among  the  esteemed  and  en- 
terprising agriculturists  of  the  county  stands  the 
name  of  Mr.  Eben  L.  Dutton,  who  was  born  in  the 
village  of  Gray,  Cumberland  County,  3Ie. ,  on  June 
19,  1844,  and  who  is  the  son  of  Henry  Dutton,  a 
native  of  the  same  State  and  county.  Henry  Dutton 
was  reared  there  and  there  married  Miss  Catherine 
M.  Dolley,  who  was  also  a  native  of  that  State  and 
county.  He  was  a  builder  and  contractor,  and  re- 
sided in  Cumberland  County  all  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  in  November,  1881,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
four.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  on  the 
old  homestead.  EI)en  L.  Dutton  passed  his  boy- 
hood daj-s  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  began  learning  the  mason  trade,  which 
occupied  his  attention  for  three  years.  He  then 
went  to  Boston  and  was  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  for  about  three  years,  after  which,  in  1864, 
he  came  west  to  Illinois,  located  in  Henry  County, 
and  was  there  interested  with  his  brother  in  farming 
for  two  years.  From  there  he  went  to  Chicago  and 
worked  at  his  trade  for  three  years,  after  which 
he  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  the  spring  of  1872, 
located  in  Adams  County,  six  miles  northwest  of 
Juniata,  and  there  tilled  the  soil.  He  improved 
three  farms  in  Adams  County,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1885  settled  on  his  present  tract  of  land,  which  he 
has  improved  and  cultivated.  He  moved  to  Kene- 
saw  in  the  spring  of  1882,  engaged  in  the  hardware 
business,  which  he  continued  for  three  years,  then 
sold  out  and  moved  to  his  present  farm.  He  is  the 
owner  of  400  acres  of  land,  all  under  a  good  state 
of  cultivation,  has  a  comfortable  residence,  good 
outrbuildings,  and  is  one  of  the  prosperous  men  of 
the  county.  He  rents  some  of  his  land,  but  still 
controls  120  acres  near  Kenesaw,  and  this  year  he 
has  65  acres  in  corn  and  65  acres  in  small  grain.  In 
his  political  views  ^Ir.  Dutton  affiliates  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  has  C'\er  voted  with  the  same. 
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He  has  held  the  office  of  township  treasurer,  also 
township  supervisor  for  one  or  more  terms,  and  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board  ten  consecu- 
tive 3ears.  He  was  commissioned  in  the  Nebraska 
National  Guards  as  follows:  First  lieutenant  Mounted 
Infantry,  March  13,  1878;  second  lieutenant  of  in- 
fantry, June  9,  1882,  and  as  captain  August  9, 
1884.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  educational  mat^ 
ters,  and  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  worthy  move- 
ments. He  was  married  in  Adams  County,  Neb., 
in  May,  1875,  to  Miss  Sylvia  E.  Thompson,  a  native 
of  the  Buckeye  State,  but  who  was  reared  and  edu- 
cated in  Iowa.  The  sketch  of  her  father,  A.  S. 
Thompson,  appears  elsewhere  in  this  work.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Button  has  been  born  one  daughter,  Lottie. 
Mr.  Dutton  is  a  blaster  Mason,  and  a  man  much  es- 
teemed and  respected. 

Levi  Eddy,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Mr.  Eddy  is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Adams  County,  Neb. ,  locating  on  Section  20,  West 
Blue  Township,  on  October  25,  1872,  and  is  one  of 
the  progressive,  intelligent  and  respected  citizens  of 
this  community.  He  was  born  in  Cattaraugus 
County,  N.  Y. ,  in  1835,  and  was  the  eldest  of 
eleven  children  born  to  the  union  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Wheeler)  Eddj-,  natives  of  Genesee  County, 
N.  Y.  The  father  was  married  in  his  native  State, 
was  a  farmer,  and  in  1853  moved  to  Walworth 
County,  Wis. ,  where  he  opened  up  a  farm.  During 
the  war  he  moved  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  and  there 
tilled  the  soil  until  October,  1866,  when  he  moved 
to  Eureka,  Kan. ,  and  died  near  Elk  Falls  of  that 
State  in  1879.  The  mother  died  at  Cherry  vale, 
Kan.,  in  1884.  Levi  Eddy  was  educated  in  the 
schools  of  New  York,  and  under  the  training  and 
influence  of  his  fatiier  he  was  led  to  follow  agricul- 
tural pursuits,  which  has  been  his  chief  occupation 
through  life.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Wal- 
worth Count}',  Wis.,  in  1853,  and  from  there,  in 
1859,  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  as 
a  farm  laborer.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in 
Lee  County,  111.,  in  Company  C,  Seventh  Illinois 
Cavalry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Western  Depart- 
ment. He  was  in  the  battle  of  Nashville,  Stone 
River,  Chickamauga,  Lookout  Mountain,  Missionary 
Ridge,  and   in   many   skirmishes.     He   received  a 


wound  at  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  on  December  16,  1864, 
but  returned  to  service  in  the  same  year,  and  was 
through  the  entire  service.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Camp  Butler,  111.,  on  November  4, 1865, 
returned  to  Bureau  County,  111. ,  thence  to  Rock 
Count}-,  Wis. ,  and  was  married  in  Walworth  County, 
Wis.,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Isadore  Wilkins,  a  native  of 
Walworth  County,  Wis. ,  and  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Hannah  (Ferguson)  Wilkins,  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  About  1840  her  parents  moved  to  Wal- 
worth County,  Wis.,  being  pioneers  of  that  county, 
and  there  the  father  followed  tilling  the  soil.  He  is 
still  living,,  is  eighty-four  years  of  age,  but  the 
mother  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1877.  After  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Eddy  cultivated  the  soil  in  Wisconsin 
until  coming  to  Nebraska  in  1872,  and  here  entered 
1 60  acres  of  land  which  he  immediately  commenced 
to  improve,  erecting  a  good  house  and  excellent  out 
buildings.  He  raises  considerable  stock,  and  is  one 
of  the  wide-awake  farmers  of  the  county.  He  is  not 
active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Republican 
party;  is  a  member  of  the  school  board,  being  mod- 
erator, and  has  been  road  supervisor  for  years.  He 
was  here  at  the  organization  of  the  pi-ecincts,  first  in 
Denver  precinct,  then  Mr.  Eddy  took  an  active  part 
in  forming  West  Blue  precinct,  and  later  West  Blue 
Township.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  Mrs.  Eddy  is  a  member  of  the  Metho- 
dist Church.  To  their  happy  union  have  been  born 
ten  children.  v\'j}\t  of  whom  are  now  living:  Ida 
(now  Mrs.  I'lincr.iir  Hastings),  Rosa  (died  December 
31,  1887,  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years),  Warren 
Alice,  Seba  (died  in  1885  at  the  age  of  eleven  years), 
Dora,  James,  Ruth,  Ira  and  Pearl.  At  the  time 
Mr.  Eddy  built  in  Adams  County  there  was  no  set 
tlemeut  between  his  place  and  Ilastinus.  a  distance 
of  five  miles,  and  the  latter  place  was  hardly  a  ham- 
let, containing  one  small  wooden  building  with  a 
number  of  sod  cabins.  Mr.  Eddy  has  seen  the  com- 
plete dcvcliipuicnt  (if  the  country,  being  one  of  the 
oldest  settlers  in  West  Uhie  Township,  and  has  al- 
ways taken  an  active  part  in  furthering  all  laudable 
enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  same. 

Gordon  H.  Edgerton,  one  of  the  firm  of  Hum- 
phrey &  Edgerton,  owes  his  nativity  to  Essex 
County,  N.  Y. ,   where  his  birth  occurred  May   10, 
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1842,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  Hastings. 
His  parents,  Jonah  and  Permelia  (Benedict)  Edger- 
ton,  were  natives  respectively  of  New  York  and 
Vermont,  and  removed  to  Illinois  where  they  settled 
in  Knox  County,  in  1845.  Both  died  in  Illinois,  in 
February,  1867,  at  the  age  of  fifty-eight  and  forty- 
eight  years,  respectively.  Of  the  nine  children  born 
to  their  union,  five  are  still  living,  and  Gordon  H.  is 
the  eldest.  One  brother,  RoUin,  was  a  soldier  in 
the  late  war,  was  taken  prisoner  at  the  battle  of 
Murfreesboro,  and  was  an  inmate  of  Libby  and  An- 
dersonville  prisons  for  some  time.  After  his  libera- 
tion he  started  home  and  died  at  Annapolis,  Md. 
Gordon  H.  Edgerton  attended  the  public  schools  of 
Knox  Count}',  111. ,  and  later  entered  an  academy  at 
Andover,  111.  He  then  taught  school  for  about 
three  winters,  and  in  January,  1865,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  five  months,  being 
discharged  at  the  close  of  the  war.  Returning  home 
he  remained  there  until  the  spring  of  1866,  when  he 
went  to  Colorado,  and  there  remained  until  1871, 
when  he  emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Neli.  He 
first  settled  in  Hanover  Township,  when  there  was 
but  one  family  in  the  same,  took  a  homestead  and 
lived  there  until  November,  1889,  when  he  removed 
to  Hastings.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  640  acres  of 
land  in  Hanover  Township,  all  well  improved  and 
cultivated.  On  October  26,  1889,  he  bought  one- 
half  interest  in  the  Queen  City  Roller  Mills  and  has 
been  very  successful.  He  is  a  practical  and  thorough 
man  of  business,  being  upright  in  all  his  transactions 
and  highlj'  esteemed  both  far  and  near.  His  mar- 
riage with  Miss  Elva  Bird  was  celebrated  in  March, 
1876,  and  they  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Arthur,  Goldie  and  Fay.  In  politics  Mr.  Edgerton 
is  a  Republican,  and  for  two  j-ears  was  a  county 
commissioner  of  Adams  County.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
of  the  county. 

H.  Fred  Einspahr,  farmer,  Kenesaw,  Neb. 
There  are  manj^  citizens  of  foreign  birth  represented 
within  the  pages  of  this  volume,  but  none  are  more 
deserving  of  mention  than  Mr.  Einspahr,  who  is  not 
onh'  one  of  the  most  substantial  men  of  the  county, 
but  one  whose  career  in  life  has  been  of  particular 


interest.  Mr.  Einspahr  was  born  in  the  province  of 
North  Dithmarschen,  Holstein,  Germany,  on  Decem- 
ber 22,  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  Hans  H.  and  Wiebke 
(Hansen)  Einspahr,  both  natives  of  Holstein.  The 
parents  emigrated  to  America  in  1863,  locating  near 
Chicago,  111.,  but  later,  in  1871,  moved  to  that  cit\- 
and  there  resided  until  1885,  when  they  removed  to 
Adams  County,  Neb.  There  they  still  reside,  and 
are  seventy-six  and  seventy-eight  years  of  age,  re- 
spectively. H.  Fred  Einspahr  attended  the  schools 
of  his  native  countrj',  where  the  children  were  re- 
quired to  attend  eight  hours  each  daj-,  six  hours 
during  the  day  time,  and  two  hours  in  the  evening 
at  the  night  school.  At  the  age  of  fourteen  years 
he  was  apprenticed  to  a  merchant,  with  whom  he  re- 
mained four  years.  He  then  began  the  life  of  a 
sailor,  and  before  leaving  the  sea  had  sailed  in  the 
German,  English  and  American  merchant  marines. 
He  visited  the  "  land  of  the  midnight  sun,"  made 
voyages  to  Iceland  and  North  Cape  and  the  West 
Indies.  While  a  sailor  ou  the  American  merchant- 
man "  Shj'mal  of  Boston"  in  1862,  he  went  on  a 
voj-age  to  the  Mediterranean  Sea,  and  was  there  pur- 
sued by  the  Confederate  cruiser  "Sumter,"  com- 
manded by  Capt.  Semmes,  but  escaped  by  seeking 
refuge  in  the  harbor  of  Gibraltar.  In  1862  he 
landed  in  America,  and  came  westward  to  Chicago 
to  visit  his  relatives  there.  He  soon  determined  to 
become  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  signal- 
ized his  devotion  to  his  chosen  country  by  at  once 
joining  the  American  navj%  serving  on  the  "  St. 
Clair"  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Porter. 
He  was  present  at  the  bombardment  of  Fort  Donel- 
son  in  1863,  and  was  in  many  other  engagements. 
After  the  termination  of  hostilities  he  returned  to 
Chicago,  and  for  S3veral  years  was  engaged  in 
various  enterprises  in  and  near  the  city.  He  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  in  Whiteside  County, 
III,  for  three  years,  and  in  1883  he  came  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  and  located  on  his  present  laud, 
which  he  had  purchased  in  1876.  He  now  owns 
440  acres  on  Section  16,  Wanda  Township,  and  has 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  this  section  of  the  State. 
In  1864  he  married  Miss  Lena  Einspahr,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  ten  children: 
Bertha  (now  Mrs.  Fred  Beirow),  John  W. ,  Peter  H. , 
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Amelia  (now  Mrs.  Frank  Lukow),  Herman  G.,  Annie, 
Hans  F. ,  Cliristian  C. ,  Gustav  H.  and  Otto  C.  C. 
Tlie  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Politicallj-  Mr.  Einspahr  is  a  stanch  Republican. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  county  supervisor,  and  was 
re-elected  in  1889.  He  has  also  served  as  justice  of 
the  peace,  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  education. 
Manford  L.  Elsemore,  president  of  Hastings 
board  of  trade,  manager  for  C.  W.  Dietz  Lumber 
Company,  and  secretary  and  treasurer  of  Hastings 
Dry  Pressed  Brick  Company,  was  born  in  Machias, 
Me. ,  on  September  8,  1862,  and  is  the  son  of  Hiram 
P.  and  Martha  J.  (Vance)  Elsmore,  natives  of  Maine. 
The  father  is  now  fift3--four  years  of  age,  has  spent 
his  life  in  the  lumber  trade,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
Eau  Claire,  Wis.  Mrs.  Elsemore  is  forty-nine  years 
of  age.  The  family  removed  to  Michigan  in  1867 
and  in  1875  to  Eau  Claire,  AVis.  Manford  L.  Else- 
more,  the  second  eldest  of  five  children  born  to  his 
parents,  first  attended  the  public  schools  and  later 
became  a  student  at  the  Wesleyan  M.  E.  Seminary, 
at  Eau  Claire,  Wis. ,  from  which  institution  he  grad- 
uated in  1880.  Mr.  Elsemore  comes  from  a  long 
line  of  lumber  men,  and  his  first  experience  in  this 
business  was  with  his  father  in  the  woods  of  Wiscon- 
sin, in  getting  out  the  lumber  and  surveying  timber 
lands.  He  remained  with  his  father  until  1883, 
when  he  entered  the  employ  of  the  North  Wisconsin 
Lumber  Compan}-,  at  Hayward,  Wis.,  in  the  capac- 
ity of  book  keeper,  and  continued  in  their  employ 
until  the  fall  of  1885,  part  of  the  time  as  book- 
keeper and  later  as  salesman.  He  came  to  Hast- 
ings in  the  fall  of  the  last  mentioned  jear,  estab- 
lished the  C.  W.  Dietz  Lumber  Company,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1888,  in  partnership  with  H.  B.  Knowlton, 
they  bought  the  interest  of  the  Hastings  Dry  Pressed 
Brick  &  Tile  Company  and  established  that  com- 
pany. Their  works  are  located  at  Brickton,  near 
Hastings,  and  they  employ  from  thirty  to  sixtj'  men. 
The  production  of  1889  amounted  to  about  5,000,000 
brick.  In  the  spring  of  1889  Mr.  Elsemore  was 
elected  president  of  the  Hastings  board  of  trade,  of 
which  he  has  been  a  member  and  director  since  its 
organization.  He  is  a  progressive,  and  enterprising 
business  man  of  Hastings,  and  in  polities  is  a  Re- 
publican. 


Rev.  John  Edward  English,  a  distinguished  mem- 
ber of  the  Catholic  clergy,  and  rector  of  St.  Cecelia's 
Church,  of  Hastings,  was  born  at  Kenosha,  Wis. , 
on  April  14,  1855,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and 
Ann  (Cootey)  English,  natives  of  Ireland.  The 
parents  came  to  the  United  States  in  early  childhood, 
and  as  early  as  1837  they  settled  in  Chicago.  They 
subsequently  removed  to  Kenosha,  Wis. ,  where  Mr. 
English  is  now  engaged  in  business.  He  is  about 
sixty-five  years  of  age.  Rev.  John  E.  English,  the 
second  eldest  son,  received  the  rudiments  of  an  edu- 
cation in  the  public  schools  of  Kenosha,  from  which 
he  graduated  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years.  He  then 
spent  two  years  at  Prairie  du  Chien  College,  Wis. , 
and  graduated  from  that  institution  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years,  afterward  entering  the  Universitj- 
of  Baltimore,  fi'om  which  he  graduated  with  the  de- 
gree of  B.  A.  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years.  One 
year  later  he  received  the  degree  of  M.  A.  On  June 
7,  1879,  he  was  ordained  a  priest  at  the  University- 
of  Niagara  for  the  Omaha  diocese,  and  on  July  3, 
1879,  he  came  to  Omaha.  His  first  mission  was  at 
North  Platte,  Neb. ,  his  first  territorj-  embracing  all 
of  Western  Nebraska.  After  a  residence  of  two 
months  at  North  Platte  he  was  called  to  Omaha,  and 
for  five  years  was  rector  of  the  Cathedral  under 
Bishop  O'Conner.  In  October,  1884,  he  went  to 
Exeter,  Neb.,  where  he  remained  until  July  20, 
1888,  when  he  came  to  Hastings.  Here  he  re-organ- 
ized the  church,  and  was  a  leading  spirit  and  super- 
intendent in  the  erection  of  the  Sisters  of  Visitation 
building.  He  is  well  known  as  one  of  the  best  or- 
ganizers in  the  West,  is  untiring  in  his  efforts,  and 
is  popular  as  a  priest  and  citizen. 

J.  G.  Evans,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Nel).  In  this  day  too  much  can  not  be  said  in  praise 
of  those  who  were  determined  enough  to  face  the 
privations  and  dangers  of  a  new  countrj'  in  order 
that  it  might  be  reclaimed  from  its  primitive  condi- 
tion. In  this  work  it  is  not  desired  to  omit  the 
name  of  Mr.  Evans,  who  emigrated  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  in  1879,  and  located  in  Silver  Lake 
Township.  He  was  originally  from  Lancaster,  Pa. , 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1857,  and  is  the  second 
of  a  family  of  eight  children,  four  now  living,  born 
to  John    and    Maria  (Grabill)   Evans,    natives    of 
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the  Ke3-st»ne  State.  The  father  was  a  tailor  and 
followed  his  trade  in  his  native  State  until  1875, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  purchased  160  acres  of 
land  in  Roseland  Township,  and  in  1879  moved  to 
Adams  Count}-,  Neb. ,  where  he  and  wife  now  reside. 
J.  G.  Evans  asssisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Lancaster 
Count}',  Pa.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  and  there  began  farming  for  himself, 
and  in  1881  was  married  in  that  count}'  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  B.  Hargleroad,  a  native  of  Franklin 
County,  Pa. ,  and  the  daughter  of  Michael  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Brough)  Hargleroad,  natives  of  Peunsj-1- 
vania.  Mr.  Hargleroad  followed  farming  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  1875  emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Neb., 
settling  in  Cottonwood  Township,  where  he  home- 
steaded  160  acres.  He  now  resides  on  that  land, 
which  he  has  greatly  improved,  but  the  mother  died 
in  July,  1882.  J.  G.  Evans  tilled  the  soil  in  Silver 
Lake  Township  until  June,  1885,  when  he  bought 
160  acres  of  improved  land,  one  of  the  first  settled 
farms  of  the  county.  He  raises  some  stock.  He  is 
not  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born  three  chil- 
dren: Daisy,  John  Raymond  and  Jacob  Earl. 

John  Farner,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  This  gentleman  owes  his  nativity  to  Picka- 
way County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1845, 
and  where  he  received  his  education.  In  May,  1861, 
at  the  first  call  for  troops,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  Thirteenth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  ranked  as  a 
non-commissioned  officer.  He  was  the  youngest 
soldier  in  his  company,  and  his  brother  George  was 
a  member  of  the  same  company.  John  Farner  par- 
ticipated iu  the  following  battles:  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Perryville,  Ky. ,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Mission- 
ary Ridge  and  others.  He  was  one  of  the  brave 
men  who  charged  in  the  center  and  broke  the  rebel 
ranks  at  the  last  named  fight.  During  the  winter  of 
1863-64,  he  was  at  Knoxville,  Tenn. ,  but  later  moved 
from  that  point  to  Ringgold,  Ga. ,  thence  to  Resaca, 
where  his  brother  was  killed  in  1864,  from  there  to 
Dallas,  Ga. ,  and  Kenesaw  Mountain.  Mr.  Farner 
enlisted  in  May,  1861,  and  reached  home  in  July, 
1864,  the  term  of  enlistment  being  three  j'ears. 
During  that  time  he  was  away  from  his  post  only 


about  three  weeks,  and  was  then  on  the  sick  list. 
Returning  from  the  war  he  engaged  in  farming  and 
has  followed  this  pursuit  since.  He  was  married  in 
1872toMiss  CarolineM.  Scroggin,  daughter  of  Alfred 
and  Sarah  Scroggin,  natives  and  old  residents  of  Illi- 
nois. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farner  have  been  born  four 
children:  Marj'  J.,  Bertha,  Grace  and  Carl  E.  Mr. 
Farner  emigrated  to  Blaine  Township,  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  in  1874,  and  has  160  acres  of  good 
land  all  under  cultivation.  He  raises  a  good  grade 
of  stock,  and  is  prominently  identified  with  the 
farming  and  stock  raising  interests  of  the  county. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Dis- 
trict No.  17,  for  twelve  years,  is  interested  in  school 
matters  and  is  determined  to  give  his  children  eveiy 
advantage  for  a  good  education.  He  was  township 
clerk  for  the  first  two  years  after  the  organization, 
has  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  two  years, 
and  is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  township 
treasurer.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  be  and  Mrs.  Farner  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Be- 
ing one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Adams  Count}-,  Mr. 
Farner  has  witnessed  many  and  rapid  changes  in  the 
same  since  his  residence  here,  and  has  aided  materi- 
ally in  all  laudable  purposes.  Mr.  Farner  is  the 
third  of  a  large  family  born  to  the  union  of  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Emert)  Farner,  the  father  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  about  1813.  He  was  a  son  of 
David  Farner,  also  of  Pennsylvania.  Samuel  Farner 
followed  agricultural  pursuits  and  was  successful  in 
this  occupation.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members  of 
the  Evangelical  Church.  Their  children  were  named 
George,  Solomon,  John,  Rebecca,  Daniel,  who  en- 
listed in  the  army  in  Ohio,  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Resaca,  Ga. ,  when  fifteen  years  of  age.  George  and 
Solomon  were  both  in  the  service,  the  latter  receiv- 
ing a  gunshot  wound  in  the  arm.  The  remainder  of ' 
the  children  are:  Benjamin  F. ,  Susannah  Mary, 
Louis  W. ,  C}Tus  W. ,  Samuel  and  Clara  J.  The 
father  died  in  1888,  and  his  wife  previous  to  this, 
in  1884.  They  were  buried  at  Lincoln,  Logan 
County,  111 

Solomon  Favinger.  From  the  brief  sketch  here 
given  of  the  life  of  Mr.  Favinger  it  will  be  seen  that 
his  days  have  been  devoted  to  hard  labor,  and  dur- 
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ing  the  jears  that  he  has  ■ ' pursued  the  eveu  tenor 
of  his  way "  he  has  accumulated  sufiicient  means 
to  keep  himself  and  familj"  in  comfort,  if  not  in  lux- 
ury, the  rest  of  their  da3S.  Born  in  Columlnana 
County,  Ohio,  February  12,  1847,  he  is  a  son  of 
Abraham  and  Hannah  (Spair)  Favinger,  who  were 
native  Pennsylvanians,  but  after  their  marriage 
moved  to  Ohio,  thence  to  Noble  County,  Ind. , 
where  they  spent  the  rest  of  their  days ,  the  father 
dying  about  1873,  and  the  mother  a  few  years  later. 
Solomon  remained  with  his  parents  in  Noble  County 
until  he  reached  manhood,  but  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  whither  he  went 
in  1864,  and  for  a  period  of  fifteen  years  made  his 
home  in  Outagamie  County,  being  engaged  in  sur- 
veying, locating  and  dealing  in  real  estate.  In  the 
fall  of  1879  he  removed  to  Nebraska  and  purchased 
the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  residing.  By  subse- 
quent purchases  his  land  now  amounts  to  495  acres, 
all  of  which  is  exceedingly  fertile  and  nearly  all 
well  tilled.  He  has  about  120  acres  in  corn,  ninety 
acres  in  barley,  forty  acres  in  wheat,  and  sixty  acres 
in  oats,  besides  the  land  he  has  rented  out.  He 
has  a  new  two-story  residence,  fair  out  buildings, 
and  a  good  young  orchard.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  has  held  some  local  offices 
in  the  township.  He  was  married  in  Outagamie 
Count}-,  Wis.,  December  26,  1870.  to  Miss  Louisa 
Berthier,  a  daughter  of  John  Berthier,  and  b}'  her 
has  a  family  of  five  children:  Edna  May,  Hubert  F. , 
Charles  N.,  Cora  A.,  and  Blanche  A.  Mr.  and 
^Irs.  Favinger  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church. 

James  B.  Filbert,  editor  and  publisher  of  the 
Adams  County  Tribune,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  Geuer- 
allv  age  and  experience  are  essential  to  success  and 
l)romotion,  but  in  the  example  before  us  appears  a 
young  man  who  has  risen  without  any  especial  for- 
tuitous circumstance,  to  the  head  of  one  of  the  rep- 
resentative papers  of  Adams  County;  and  although 
he  has  but  recently  taken  charge  of  this  paper.  The 
Adams  County  Tribune,  his  successful  inaiiauement 
of  the  same  warrants  the  assertinii  thai  iindcr  his 
control  and  conduct,  the  paper  is  drstiiud  to  exert 
an  influence  which  shall  be  felt  in  literary  circles  in 
tliis  vicinity.      jMr.  Filbert  is  about  thirt\-  years  of 


age,  having  been  born  in  Greene  Count}*,  Ind., 
April  12,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  Joel  and  Euth 
(Bowen)  Filbert,  both  natives  of  Indiana,  and  de- 
scendants of  prominent  families  there.  The  Filbert 
family  is  of  English  extraction,  the  ancestors  com- 
ing to  America  and  settling  in  Virginia  about  1607. 
James  B.  Filbert  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  1879  came  to  Nebraska  where,  during 
1880  and  1881,  he  was  principal  of  the  public 
schools  at  Weeping  Water  and  Louisville,  in  the 
meantime  keeping  up  his  studies  in  the  State  Uni- 
versity. He  began  the  study  of  law  in  1884  under 
the  instruction  of  E.  H.  Wooley,  of  Weeping  Water, 
and  later  with  Senator  Taggart,  of  Hastings,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886,  after  which  he  be- 
gan practicing.  In  1886  he  came  to  Kenesaw,  and 
for  upwards  of  three  years  was  proprietor  of  the 
Commercial  Hotel  there.  In  1888  he  purchased  the 
Kenesaw  Times,  and  changing  the  name  to  the 
Adams  County  Tribune,  has  since  edited  and  pub- 
lished the  same.  On  May  16,  1885,  he  married 
Miss  Dorothea  Schluntz,  a  native  of  Nebraska,  and 
the  result  has  been  two  children.  Mr.  Filbert  is  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views. 

Rev.  J.  Fleming,  Ayr,  Neb.  Rev.  J.  Fleming, 
one  of  the  oldest  and  most  highly  respected  citizens 
of  x\dams  County,  and  a  man  who  for  many  years 
has  been  closely  identified  with  the  advancement 
and  growth  of  Christianity  in  the  community  as  an 
active,  earnest  minister  of  the  gospel,  is  one  of  the 
honored  pioneers  of  this  portion  of  Nebraska.  A 
Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  he  was  born  in  Mifflin 
County  on  April  17,  1807,  and  is  the  second  in  a 
family  of  seven  children  born  to  the  union  of  John 
and  Mary  (McEwen)  Fleming.  The  father  was  born 
in  1 763  in  Pennsylvania,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion. He  married  Miss  McEwen  in  1805,  and  to  them 
were  born  these  children:  Henry,  now  living  in  Wis- 
consin; Rev.  J.,  Elizabeth,  Mary  Ann,  Jane,  Wil- 
liam M.  and  Sarah.  The  father  was  quite  active  in 
politics,  was  a  Republican,  and  voted  for  John 
Adams  and  Thomas  Jefferson.  He  and  his  wife 
both  died  in  Pennsylvania,  he  in  1832  and  she  in 
1848.  Both  were  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  The  Flemings  and  McEwens  were  of 
Scotch-Irish  descent.     John  Fleming  was  a  soldier 
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ill  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  under  Commodore 
Perry.  His  fatlier,  John  Fleming,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  his  grandfather,  Robert  Fleming, 
was  a  native  of  Ireland ,  who  came  to  America  and 
settled  with  his  parents  in  Pennsylvania  in  the  reign 
of  King  George  III.  Rev.  J.  Fleming's,  early  life 
was  spent  in  Pennsylvania,  where  his  ancestors  for 
a  number  of  generations  had  lived  before  him.  He 
is  a  graduate  of  Jefferson  College,  and  is  also  a 
graduate  of  the  Princeton  Theological  Seminary. 
He  started  in  his  ministerial  duties  in  1832,  and 
took  a  mission  among  the  Indians  in  Indian  Terri- 
tory. He  learned  their  language,  had  books  printed 
in  the  same,  and  was  among  the  Muskages  for  about 
six  years.  From  1839  up  to  1850  he  was  pastor  of 
Jliddle  Tuscarora  and  Fairfield,  in  Juniata  County, 
and  from  the  last  named  date  to  1875,  he  was  mis- 
sionary at  Mendota,  La  Salle  County,  111.  From 
1875  to  the  present  time  he  has  been  located  in 
Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  is  a  resident  of  Ayr. 
He  married  in  1832  Miss  Margaret  L.  Scudder, 
daughter  of  Dr.  Scudder,  of  Princeton,  N.  J.,  and 
the  fruit  of  this  union  was  one  child,  Mary  M.  (now 
Mrs.  0.  C.  Rogers,  residing  in  Ayr  Township, 
Adams  County).  Mrs.  Fleming  died  in  the  Indian 
Territory  in  1839,  and  in  1844  Mr.  Fleming  took  for 
his  second  wife  IMiss  Rebecca  C.  Patterson,  daughter 
of  James  Patterson,  Esq.,  of  Pennsylvania.  To 
this  second  union  have  been  born  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters:  Anna  J.  (died  in 
1885),  Thomas  C,  Henry  M.,  Agnes  H.  (died  in 
1867),  Ada  R.,  John  A.  J.,  Sarah  E.  and  William 
M.  Mr.  Fleming  has  traveled  very  extensively  over 
the  country,  and  is  a  man  of  remarkable  energy 
and  bravery,  kind  and  gentle  to  all,  and  has  done 
much  for  the  church.  For  years  no  man  has  toiled 
harder  to  preach  Christ  than  he.  He  has  established 
many  churches  in  the  State  of  Illinois,  a  number  in 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  is  one  of  the  oldest 
ministers  in  the  last  named  State.  He  settled  in  Ayr 
in  1877  with  his  family,  but  had  visited  the  county 
every  year  for  some  time  before  he  located  here. 
He  built  a  hotel  at  Ayr  in  1879,  which  was  the 
second  building  erected  in  the  tow^n. 

Judge  James  H.  Fleming  has  been  a  resident  of 
Adams  County,  Neb. ,  for  the  past  twelve  years.    He 


comes  of  Irish  stock,  as  both  his  parents,  William 
and  Jane  (Cullen)  Fleming,  were  born  in  the  '  'Emer- 
ald Isle,"  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  1816,  and 
the  latter's  in  1818.  In  the  year  1841  William 
Fleming  first  set  foot  on  American  soil,  and  until 
1845  he  was  a  resident  of  Pennsylvania,  after  which 
he  removed  to  Illinois,  and  now  resides  in  Iroquois 
County  of  that  State.  Judge  Fleming  is  the  second 
of  his  eight  children,  and  was  born  in  La  Salle 
County,  111.,  April  3,  1847,  and  from  his  earliest 
recollections  his  time  was  given  to  the  monotonous 
duties  of  farm  life.  After  attending  the  district 
schools  for  a  sufficient  length  of  time  he  entered 
Wheaton  College,  which  institution  he  attended 
three  and  one-half  years.  He  afterward  began  the 
study  of  law  in  the  office  of  Charles  Blanchard,  at 
Ottawa,  111. ,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Spring- 
field in  1876.  Two  j'ears  later  he  came  to  Hastings, 
Neb. ,  and  entered  upon  a  career  of  activity  and  use- 
fulness, and  his  reputation  as  a  lawj'er  has  become 
assured.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a  Republi- 
can, and  on  this  ticket  was  elected,  in  1883,  to  the 
position  of  county  judge;  was  re-elected  in  1885, 
receiving  the  same  honors  in  1887,  his  term  of  office 
expiring  January  9,  1890,  when  he  returned  to  the 
practice  of  his  profession.  All  through  this  long 
term  of  official  life  he  has  preserved  his  popularity, 
and  has  given  to  the  county  clean  and  faithful  ser- 
vice, so  that  when  he  retired  from  the  bench  there 
was  reason  to  view  his  official  career  with  satisfac- 
tion and  pride.  He  has  shown  his  approval  of 
secret  organizations  by  becoming  a  member  of 
Hastings  Lodge  No.  50,1.  0.  0.  F.,  and  Enterprise 
Encampment  No.  29,  and  also  belongs  to  the  A.  0. 
U.  W.  July  31,  1870,  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Cowles,  a  native  of  Illinois,  born 
March  1,  1858,  a  daughter  of  Chauncey  H.  and 
Margaret  (Burtiss)  Cowles,  and  two  children  have 
blessed  their  union:  William  A.  (born  October  1, 
1880)  and  Henry  C.  (born  September  6,  1887). 

T.  C.  Fleming,  farmer  and  stockman,  Ayr,  Neb. 
As  might  naturally  be  expected,  mention  is  made  in 
the  present  work  of  manj-  citizens  of  Adams  County 
now  prominent  in  their  different  callings  who  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania,  but  none  more  highly 
esteemed   or   respected  than  T.   C.    Fleming.      His 
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birth  occurred  in  Mifflin  in  1848,  and  he  is  the  son 
of  Rev.  John  and  Rebecca  (Patterson)  Fleming. 
[See  sketch  of  parents  on  a  previous  page  of  this 
volume.]  T.  C.  Fleming  attended  the  schools  of  La 
Salle  County,  111. ,  until  sixteen  j-ears  of  age,  when 
he  went  to  an  uncle  in  Pennsylvania,  J.  K.  Patter- 
son, to  learn  the  tanner's  trade.  After  remaining 
there  one  j'ear  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and  in  1864, 
filled  with  patriotic  ambition,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  Forty -fourth  Illinois  Infantry,  and  was  in  a 
number  of  the  principal  engagements — Spring  Hill, 
Tenn. ;  Franklin  and  Nashville.  He  received  a  gun- 
shot wound  in  the  right  shoulder  at  the  battle  of 
Franklin,  was  disabled  for  a  short  time,  and  then 
again  went  into  active  service.  He  was  discharged 
in  November,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, and  was  here  engaged  in  business  for  three 
years.  He  selected  as  his  companion  in  life  Miss 
Esther  A.  Cornell,  daughter  of  Harve}-  Cornell,  of 
Lee  County,  111. ,  and  was  married  to  her  in  1869, 
after  which  he  tilled  the  soil  for  two  years  in  that 
State.  In  1871  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  took 
up  about  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  success- 
fully cultivated  since.  He  came  to  this  State  in 
company  with  O.  C.  Rogers  when  all  was  wild  and 
unbroken,  when  deer  and  buffalo  were  numerous; 
and  he  had  the  sincere  pleasure  of  bringing  down 
man}'  of  them.  Wolves  were  also  very  plentiful. 
There  was  no  settlement  north  of  Spring  Ranch, 
which  is  fourteen  miles  down  the  river,  and  there 
was  no  settlement  between  his  place  and  the  Repub- 
lican River.  He  immediately  went  to  work  to  im- 
prove his  land,  erected  a  log  house;  and  the  first 
shingles  to  cover  the  roof  of  any  house  in  the  countj^ 
were  put  on  the  same.  The  country  commenced  to 
settle  up,  and  in  a  few  years  they  had  all  the  neigh- 
bors they  wanted.  Mr.  Fleming  has  a  fine  farm  in 
Zero  Township,  also  240  acres  in  Ayr  Township, 
and  is  the  owner  of  about  600  or  700  acres  in  all. 
At  present  he  is  engaged  in  the  dairy  business,  and 
has  been  active  in  making  cheese.  He  held  the  of- 
fice of  surveyor  at  an  early  day,  has  been  on  the 
school  board  a  number  of  times,  and  is  deeplj'  in- 
terested in  the  upbuilding  of  schools  and  churches; 
and,  in  fact,  has  done  as  much  for  the  development 
and  improvement  of  the  county  as  any  man  in  it. 


Politically  Mr.  Fleming's  vote  is  cast  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  His  marriage  has  been  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  four  children:  Liew  (a  native  of  Illi- 
nois, who  was  but  a  year  old  when  his  parents 
moved  to  Nebraska,  but  is  now  married  and  resides 
at  Ayr),  Ross,  Hai-vey  and  Agnes. 

M.  J.  Fonts,  farmer.  This  gentleman  was  born 
in  Hancock,  111.,  in  1848,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a 
familj'  of  seven  children  born  to  the  union  of  Dan- 
iel Perry  and  Emaline  Perry  Fonts,  the  father  a 
native  of  Penns3'lvania  and  the  mother  of  Maine. 
The  father  went  to  Illinois  when  a  young  man,  was 
there  married,  and  in  1852  went  overland  to  Cali- 
fornia, driving  three  j'oke  of  oxen.  He  made  a 
settlement  at  Cloverdale,  Cal. ,  and  in  1879  went  to 
Seattle,  Wash. ,  where  he  now  resides.  His  wife 
died  in  California  in  1877.  M.  J.  Fonts  was  reared 
to  farm  life  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  in  1863 
enlisted  at  Virginia  City,  Nev  ,  in  the  First  Ne- 
vada Cavalry,  which  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Churchill,  Nev.  Upon  being  sent  to  Camp  Douglas, 
Utah  Ter. ,  he  remained  there  engaged  in  the  Indian 
warfare.  He  was  in  service  for  two  jears  and 
eight  months,  and  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Camp  Douglas,  Utah  Ter.,  in  1866.  He  then  came 
to  Cheyenne,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he  was 
engaged  in  teaming  from  that  city  to  Salt  Lake,  and 
thus  has  been  on  the  plains  from  early  boyhood, 
seeing  frontier  life  in  all  its  phases.  He  commenced 
farming  for  himself  on  his  present  property  at  an 
early  day,  has  hunted  buffalo  all  over  Adams 
County,  and  has  trapped  all  over  this  vicinitj'.  In 
his  early  farming  days  Mr.  Fonts  was  obliged  to  go 
sixty  miles  to  get  his  plows  sharpened.  He  was 
married  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  January,  1876, 
to  Miss  Maria  Wiswell,  a  native  of  Dubuque,  Iowa, 
and  the  daughter  of  G.  W.  and  Maria  (Watson) 
Wiswell,  natives  of  Vermont  and  Ireland,  respect- 
ively. Her  parents  were  married  in  Wisconsin,  and 
the  father  was  a  railroad  engineer  on  the  St.  Louis, 
Iron  Mountain  &  Southern,  running  from  St.  Louis 
to  Pilot  Knob.  In  1869  he  came  to  Thayer  County, 
Neb.,  entered  land,  but  later  went  to  work  for  the 
Union  Pacific,  running  from  Rawlins  and  Green 
River.  The  parents  are  both  living  at  the  present 
day,  the  mother  on  the  homestead  and  the  father  in 
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Oregon.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Fonts  began  farm- 
ing on  his  present  property,  which  consists  of  IGO 
acres  under  cultivation.  He  was  among  the  first  to 
erect  a  frame  house  in  the  township.  He  is  not 
active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Democratic 
party,  although  in  local  matters  he  votes  for  the  best 
interests  of  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  Mr.  Fonts  has  seen  the  entire  growth  of  the 
county,  and  has  assisted  in  all  laudable  enterprises 
for  the  good  of  the  same.  At  the  time  of  settle- 
ment there  were  no  railroads  nor  towns,  but  now  the 
country  is  thickly  populated.  He  was  a  great  hunter 
for  many  years,  and  continued  this  pursuit  up  to  the 
time  he  was  married.  He  is  deeply  interested  in 
educational  matters  and  assisted  in  organizing  the 
school  district.  To  his  man'iage  have  been  born  six 
children:  Henry  Ashley,  Frances  Grace,  Laura 
Ellen,  DaniL'l  Wolf  and  Don  Carl  (twins)  and  Nora 
Irene. 

F.  M.  Frink,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  One  of  the  young  but  successful  agricul- 
turists of  Adams  County  is  he  whose  name  appears 
above,  and  who  has  borne  an  influential  part  in  pro- 
moting the  various  interests  of  the  county  since 
1874,  when  he  first  located  here.  He  was  born  in 
New  York,  in  1852,  and  is  the  second  of  a  family 
of  five  children  born  to  the  union  of  Sewell  and 
Mariah  (Tilley)  Frink,  natives  respectively  of  Con- 
necticut and  England.  The  father  was  engaged  in 
farming  in  Illinois,  and  there  he  remained  until  1856 
when  he  moved  to  La  Salle  County,  111. ,  where  he 
continued  that  occupation.  In  1880  he  moved  to 
Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  there  he  and  his  wife  now 
reside.  F.  M.  Frink  was  reared  to  farm  labor  and 
received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  La  Salle 
County.  In  1874  he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb., 
purchased  160  acres  of  prairie  land  and  commenced 
improving  the  same.  He  was  married  in  Mills 
County,  Iowa,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Florence  Mellinger,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Henrj'  Mellin- 
ger, a  native  also  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Mellinger  moved 
to  Michigan,  thcMico  to  Town  and  fn.in  thereto  Mis- 
souri,where  ln'  ifw  n'-,ii|i^.  'I'lii'  1111  iilifi- died  years 
ago.  After  liis  inaningc  .Mr.  l-'riiik  settled  on  the 
farm  where  he  now  lives,  and  engaged  in  raising 
corn  and  oats.      He  is  also  interested  in  raising  a 


good  grade  of  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland  China 
hogs.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Frink  votes  inde- 
pendently. He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  matters  relating 
to  the  good  of  the  county.  He  is  active  in  school 
matters,  and  has  given  his  children  good  educational 
advantages.  His  children  are  named  as  follows: 
Ray  M. ,  Earl  M. ,  Fred  and  Albert. 

H.  A.  Fyler,  merchant,  of  Hastings.  As  a  man 
of  business  Mr.  Fyler's  name  and  fame  is  co-exten- 
sive with  Adams  County  and  the  sun-ounding 
country.  Every  step  of  his  financial  and  commer- 
cial career  has  been  illustrated  with  acts  of  liberal- 
ality,  and  with  every  step  taken  by  the  county  towards 
higher  development  he  has  been  closely  identified. 
He  possesses  all  the  attributes  necessary  for  a  man 
of  business,  and  especially  a  merchant,  for  the  suc- 
cessful merchant,  like  the  artist  or  poet,  is  born, 
not  made.  Possessing  taste,  discrimination  and  an 
aptitude  for  correctly  reading  human  nature,  he  has 
been  very  successful  and  stands  on  a  sound  basis 
among  the  business  men  of  Hastings,  by  whom  he  is 
regarded  as  one  of  the  pillars  of  the  city.  He  was 
born  on  a  farm  near  Syracuse,  Onondaga  County, 
N.  Y. ,  January  31 ,  1848,  being  a  son  of  Alfred  and 
Ruth  (Gaylord)  Fyler,  and  at  the  early  age  of  twelve 
j'ears  was  compelled  to  take  up  the  battle  of  life  for 
himself,  and  for  this  purpose  left  home  and  went  to 
Michigan,  where  for  a  number  of  years  he  spent  the 
summer  months  in  clerking  for  a  small  salary,  and 
in  the  winter  attended  school.  He  continued  thus 
to  live  until  eighteen  3-ears  of  age,  and  by  strict 
economy  had  contrived  to  save  enough  of  his  earn- 
ings to  defray  his  expenses  at  a  first-class  commer- 
cial college  for  one  term.  At  the  end  of  this  time 
he  returned  to  his  former  position,  where  he  remained 
five  years  longer,  then  accepted  a  position  as  com- 
mercial traveler,  and  for  sixteen  3'ears  was  on  the 
road,  representing  during  this  time  some  of  the  lead- 
ing wholesale  houses  in  New  York  Citj^,  Chicago  and 
Boston.  In  1878  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  bus- 
iness at  Three  Rivers,  Mich. ,  taking  as  a  partner 
Charles  Starr,  of  that  place,  but  for  five  years  longer 
continued  to  travel,  Mr.  Starr  conducting  the  store 
at  Three  Rivers.  This  enterprise  proved  a  success, 
and  at  the  end  of  the  five  years  Mr.  Fyler  came  to 
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Hastings,  Neb.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886  opened  a 
large  dry  goods  store,  his  store  building  being  erected 
under  his  own  personal  supervision,  and  in  dimen- 
sions being  44x135  feet.  His  stock  comprises  the 
best  goods  to  be  found  in  the  New  York  market,  is 
of  the  latest  stj-le  and  is  disposed  of  at  very  reason- 
able prices,  and  his  is  an  establishment  in  which  the 
people  of  Hastings  feel  much  pride,  for  it  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  of  the  kind  in  the  West,  and  with 
the  exception  of  Omaha  is  the  finest  in  the  State. 
The  office  work  and  accounting  are  in  charge  of  H. 
A.  Chapman,  and  he  reports  a  business  of  $175,000 
done  during  the  year  1889.  J.  H.  Beifuss  has  the 
management  of  the  dress  goods  department,  and  is 
an  artist  in  store  and  window  decorating,  and  both 
these  gentlemen  have  been  in  Mr.  Fyler's  employ 
since  the  business  was  established.  He  also  has 
fifty-seven  other  employes.  His  business  success 
has  been  remarkable,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him  by  the  people,  and  the  interest  he  takes  in  the 
advancement  and  welfare  of  Hastings  and  Adams 
County,  are  rarely  equalled  at  the  present  daj-.  He 
has  always  been  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity.  On  June 
12,  1883,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie 
Arnold,  of  White  Pigeon,  Mich. ,  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  Arnold. 

Edward  F.  Gettle  is  a  proper  representative  of 
the  energetic  young  business  men  of  Juniata,  which 
element  has  done  and  is  doing  so  much  for  the 
advancement  of  the  material  interests  of  the  place, 
and  is  one  of  the  foremost  hardware  merchants  of 
the  county.  He  was  born  in  Michigan  in  1857,  and 
is  the  only  child  of  John  H.  and  Adelaide  (Cutter) 
Gettle,  natives  respectively  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  York,  the  former  a  tailor  by  occupation.  In 
1860,  they  removed  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  here 
the  father  still  resides,  the  mother  having  died  in 
1883.  The  former  served  three  jears  in  the  Arm}- 
of  the  Cumberland  in  the  late  Civil  War,  and  was  a 
true  and  trusty  soldier  to  the  cause  he  espoused. 
Edward  F.  Gettle  was  reared  in  town  and  attended 
the  public  schools  until  he  attained  his  fifteenth  year, 
at  which  time  he  dropped  his  books  to  learn  the 
tinner's  trade  in  the  town  of  Lena,  working  as  an 
apprentice  for  three  years.      He  then  followed  his 


trade  in  various  places  for  a  year  or  two,  and  the 
year  1879  found  him  in  Juniata,  Neb.,  which  place 
has  since  been  his  home.  He  first  worked  for  a  Mr. 
Pickard  for  a  period  of  three  years,  and  after  spend- 
ing a  short  time  in  Kansas,  he  returned  to  Nebraska 
and  worked  one  year  in  Hastings,  after  which  he 
established  his  present  business.  He  carries  a  full 
stock  of  shelf  and  heavy  hardware,  and  manufac- 
tures a  great  deal  of  his  own  tinware,  his  stock  of 
goods  being  valued  at  $3,500.  He  is  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  Juniata  Lodge  No.  42,  and  is  also  a 
member  of  James  Laird  Camp,  Sous  of  Veterans. 
Although  not  an  active  politician  he  was  elected,  in 
the  fall  of  1888,  to  the  office  of  township  supervisor, 
and  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1889.  In  1882  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Ada  D.  Allen,  a  daughter  of 
Col.  E.  M.  Allen,  and  by  her  has  two  children: 
John  Edwin  and  Fannie  A. 

John  C.  Giddings  is  a  representative  agricul- 
turist of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  acquired  the 
principal  part  of  his  knowledge  of  the  calling  from 
his  father.  Rev.  Uriah  J.  Giddings,  who,  in  addition 
to  being  a  tiller  of  the  soil  for  some  time,  was  a 
Methodist  Episcopal  minister.  The  latter  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Amanda  Stafford,  a  daughter  of  Jona- 
than Staflford,  their  union  taking  place  in  1838,  and 
by  her  he  became  the  father  of  eight  children: 
Moses,  residing  in  California;  Sophronia  (Mrs.  Dress- 
back,  of  Lanark,  111.),  William  (in  Hale,  Jones 
County,  Iowa),  Mary  (Mrs.  Chase,  of  Chicago,  111.), 
John  C,  Frank  (living  in  Hale,  Iowa),  Lucy  (Mrs. 
Shannon,  of  Bloomington,  HI.),  and  Fred  (who  died 
in  1857).  Rev.  Giddings  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, being  a  son  of  Fetus  Giddings,  of  Connecti- 
cut, but  afterward  moved  to  Pennsylvania  with  his 
parents,  and  spent  the  earl}'  part  of  his  life  in  that 
State.  He  settled  in  Wan-en  County,  111. ,  in  1836, 
and  for  five  years  followed  farming,  after  which  he 
entered  the  ministrj-,  becoming  a  member  of  the 
Canton,  111. ,  conference,  and  was  engaged  in  preach- 
ing the  Gospel  the  remainder  of  his  life,  his  death 
occurring  in  1883,  and  his  wife's  in  1858.  He  was 
first  an  old  line  Whig  in  politics,  but  later  became  a 
Republican.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife  he 
married  Martha  E.  Rose,  daughter  of  Matthias 
Rose,  of  Illinois,  and  by  her  reared  a  son  and  daugh- 
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ter:  Frederick  (at  Normal,  111.),  and  Josephine  (Mrs. 
Jones).  John  C.  Giddiugs,  the  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch,  was  born  in  Kickapoo  Countj',  111.,  in 
1849,  and  was  the  fifth  child  bom  to  his  father's 
first  union.  His  school  days  were  spent  in  his  native 
State,  and  in  1863  he  started  out  to  fight  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself,  and  farming  has  been  his  princi- 
pal occupation  ever  since.  He  was  married  in  Rock 
Island  County,  III,  in  1872,  to  Livona  C.  Philleo,  a 
daughter  of  Addison  N.  and  Mary  (Rosenberg) 
Philleo,  and  by  her  has  the  following  family  of 
children:  Clarence,  Charles,  Jennie,  Frank  and 
Emmet.  After  farming  in  Illinois  until  1880,  he 
worked  in  the  lime  kilns  of  Port  Byron,  111.,  for 
two  years,  after  "which  he  came  to  Adams  County, 
Neb. ,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he 
has  since  increased  to  160  acres.  His  land  was  per- 
fecMy  wild  at  the  time  of  his  purchase,  but  he  now 
has  it  well  improved  and  stocked  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  raising  shorthorn  cattle  and  Poland 
China  hoge.  Like  the  majority  of  Adams  County's 
citizens  he  is  public  spirited,  and  assists  all  good 
works,  not  only  by  his  influence  but  also  financially. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  attend  services  at  Aj-r. 

J.  Groding,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Pauline, 
Neb.  The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is  that  of 
one  of  the  well  known  residents  of  Little  Blue 
Township,  who,  like  many  other  settlers  of  the 
county,  came  originally  from  Illinois,  where  his 
birth  occurred  (in  Adams  County)  in  1840.  His 
parents,  Parker  and  Laura  (Ross)  Godiug,  were 
natives  of  Maine,  and  were  married  in  that  State  in 
1837.  From  there  they  moved  to  Adams  County, 
111.,  settled  on  a  farm  and  there  resided  until  1856, 
when  they  moved  to  Jo  Daviess  County,  111. ,  where 
the  father  was  engaged  in  merchandising  at  Warren. 
He  died  in  1867,  and  his  wife  in  1879.  Of  the  four 
children  born  to  their  union,  Henry  is  baggage 
master  at  Warren,  111. ,  J.  is  our  subject,  Marcellus 
resides  in  California,  and  Luther,  who  started  west 
in  1878,  was  murdered  at  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa. 
J.  Goding's  j'outhful  days  were  passed  in  assisting 
on  the  home  place,  and  in  attending  the  common 
schools  of  Adams  County,  111.     Later  he  attended 


school  at  Warren,  and  there  finished  his  education. 
At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he  started  for  Pike's 
Peak,  going  overland,  and  in  1859  came  to  Ne- 
braska, and  thence  to  Galveston,  Tex.  From  there 
he  went  to  New  Orleans  and  back  to  Warren  by 
the  Mississippi  River,  traveling  3,000  miles  that 
year.  Later  he  commenced  tilling  the  soil  in  Illi- 
nois, and  in  1862  was  married  in  Jo  Daviess 
County,  of  that  State,  to  Miss  Sarah  Ann  Conley,  a 
native  of  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. ,  and  the  daughter 
of  James  and  Sarah  (Loveland)  Conley,  the  father 
a  native  of  Ireland,  and  the  mother  of  New  York. 
Mr.  Conley  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  in  1861, 
at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war,  he  enlisted  in  the 
Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry,  but  on  account  of  fail- 
ing health  was  discharged  at  Fort  Donelson,  and  re- 
turned to  Illinois.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in  1873, 
settled  in  Adams  County,  Little  Blue  Township,  and 
there  his  death  occurred.  The  mother  died  some 
years  ago.  Mr,  Goding  tilled  the  soil  in  Illinois 
until  1873,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska,  entered 
eighty  acres  of  land,  erected  at  first  a  sod  house, 
and  later  a  good  frame  building,  Hastings  was 
then  a  small  hamlet,  and  Juniata  was  the  county 
seat.  Mr.  Godiug  had  to  go  to  Hebron  to  mill,  a 
distance  of  sixty  miles.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party;  has  been  township  con- 
stable for  one  year,  and  has  also  filled  the  office  of 
road  supervisor.  He  is  a  member  of  the  school 
board,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  educational 
matters.  To  his  marriage  have  been  bom  seven 
living  children:  Laura,  now  Mrs,  Parkins,  of 
Pauline;  Henry,  married  and  resides  near  by;  John, 
resides  in  Hastings;  Eva,  now  Mrs,  Smith,  of  this 
township;  Jonas,  Mattie  and  Luther,  Mr.  Goding 
experienced  the  grasshopper  raids  of  1874,  and  lost 
his  team;  but  in  spite  of  all  drawbacks,  he  has  been 
quite  successful. 

John  Gordon,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  well  and  favor- 
ably known  to  a  host  of  acquaintances  in  this  com- 
munity, was  born  in  Scotland  in  1840,  and  was  one 
of  six  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Robert 
and  Martha  (Pollock)  Gordon,  both  of  Scotch-Irish 
descent.  The  father  was  born  in  Scotland,  was 
married  there  and  there  passed  his  last  days.     The 
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mother  died  in  Nebraska  in  1880.  Botli  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Their  children  were 
named  as  follows:  Mary  A.,  James,  in  Nebraska; 
Robert  (deceased),  Matilda  J.,  in  Canada;  William 
(deceased)  and  John.  The  latter  when  a  small  boy 
came  to  this  country  with  his  mother  and  settled  in 
Massachusetts.  He  learned  the  tailoring  trade  while 
j'oung,  and  followed  it  for  a  number  of  j-ears.  He 
was  married  in  1860  to  Miss  Mary  Thompson,  a 
daughter  of  John  Thompson,  of  Ontario,  Canada, 
and  nine  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union: 
Jane,  now  Mrs.  McNeal,  living  in  Hanover  Town- 
ship, Adams  County,  Neb.;  Robert  William,  died 
in  1889;  John,  at  home;  Matilda,  at  home;  Addie, 
at  home;  Martha  M. ,  Freddie,  died  in  1881;  Charles 
E. ,  and  Henry  A.  Mr.  Gordon  emigrated  to  Hast- 
ings, Neb.,  in  1875,  took  up  the  land  where  he  now 
lives,  it  being  a  timber  claim,  and  now  has  a  fine 
farm.  He  has  been  in  the  State  about  seventeen 
years  and  has  seen  man}'  changes  during  that  period. 
He  had  some  experience  with  the  grasshoppers,  and 
has  been  through  some  of  the  severe  storms  of  that 
State,  but  for  all  that  thinks  that  Nebraska  cannot 
be  beaten.  On  first  coming  to  Nebraska  Mr.  Gor- 
don worked  at  the  tailor's  trade  in  Hastings  for  a  few 
3'ears,  but  later  settled  on  his  farm.  Hastings  at 
that  time  consisted  of  only  a  few  houses.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Gordon  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  of  the 
district  and  was  elected  as  supervisor  of  Hanover 
Township  in  1890.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  a  public  spirited  citizen. 

Charles  Grebe,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Juniata, 
Neb.  In  mentioning  those  of  foreign  birth  who 
have  become  closely  associated  with  the  farming  and 
stock  raising  interests  of  Adams  County,  we  should 
not  fail  to  present  an  outline  of  the  career  of  Mr. 
Grebe,  for  it  is  one  which  has  fully  borne  out  the 
reputation  of  that  class  of  industrious,  energetic 
men  of  Prussian  nativity,  who  have  risen  to  promi- 
nence in  different  portions  of  this  country.  He  was 
born  December  4,  1845,  attained  his  growth  in  his 
native  country,  and  remained  with  his  father  until 
reaching  mature  j'ears.  He  served  for  two  years, 
from  1864  to  1866,  in  the  German  Army,  and  after 
being  discharged  came  to  the  United   States.      He 


resided  in  Illinois  in  the  spring  of  1867,  working  on 
a  farm  in  Logan  County,  and  there  remained  for 
about  five  years,  when  he  moved  to  Nebraska.  He 
entered  a  farm  in  Adams  County,  in  the  year  1872, 
commenced  improving  the  same,  added  to  it,  and 
now  has  320  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to  be  found 
in  the  township.  He  served  as  magistrate  one  j-ear 
and  for  two  years  held  the  position  of  supervisor  in 
Roseland  Township.  When  Mr.  Grebe  came  to 
this  country  he  was  in  debt  one  hundred  dollars  and 
had  nothing  but  his  clothing.  He  now  has  an  ex- 
cellent farm  and  is  considered  one  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful agriculturalists  of  Roseland  Township.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  In  1883  Mr. 
Grebe  returned  to  Prii--i:i,  \  i-iiid  his  parents,  Fred 
and  Louisa  (Landau)  (iii'lio.  Iiotii  natives  of  Prussia, 
where  the  father  died  iu  1885,  and  spent  the  sum- 
mer in  visiting  different  portions  of  the  old  country. 
His  mother  is  still  living. 

Peter  Griffith.  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  has  long 
had  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  agricul- 
tural regions  in  the  State,  and  not  only  do  the 
farmers  here  give  much  attention  to  this  industry, 
but  devote  much  of  their  attention  to  stock  raising 
also,  and  are  usually  men  of  enterprise  and  intelli- 
gence. Prominent  among  those  who  have  done 
their  full  share  in  advancing  every  interest  of  the 
county  is  Mr.  Griffith,  who  has  resided  here  since 
March,  1874.  He  was  born  in  Wj-oming  County, 
N.  Y. ,  September  15,  1836,  and  is  a  son  of  Aseph 
and  Elizabeth  (Granger)  Griffith,  who  were  born', 
reared  and.  married  in  the  "  Empire  State  "  The 
father  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  but  his  career  was 
brought  to  a  close  quite  suddenly  in  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  was  residing  with  a  son,  in  April,  1856. 
He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a  man 
who  possessed  many  sterling  traits  of  character,  strict 
integrity  being  on^  of  his  principal  characteristics. 
His  wife  died  in  April,  1853,  having  borne  him  six 
sons  and  three  daughters,  one  of  the  daughters  dying 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  3-ears  and  one  in  infancy. 
Peter  Griffith  is  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and  un- 
til nineteen  years  of  age  resided  in  his  native  county, 
receiving  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  (as 
well  as  private  instruction).  He  removed  to  Mercer 
County,  111.,   and  after   attending   school  at  Rock 
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I  Island  for  some  time  engaged  in  teaching  seliool, 
which  occupation  continued  to  be  his  principal 
means  of  li^'elihood  until  his  removal  to  the  State  of 
Nebraska  in  the  year  named  above.  His  homestead 
consists  of  160  acres  of  excellent  land,  well  im- 
proved with  good  buildings,  orchards,  etc. ,  and  for 
some  time  in  addition  to  tilling  this  land  he  was  en- 
gaged in  "  teaching  the  j'oung  idea."  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Mercer  Count}-,  III,  October  15,  1869,  to 
Miss  Jennie  Eckley,  a  native  of  Fulton  Countj^  111., 
who  was  reared  and  educated  in  Mercer  County,  a 
daughter  of  George  Eckley.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Griffith 
have  a  daughter,  Amna  JMaj',  who  is  one  of  the 
county's  most  successful  educators,  and  are  rearing 
two  orphan  children:  Lloyd  B.  and  John  W. ,  who 
take  the  name  of  Griffith.  One  is  now  ten  years  of 
age  and  the  other,  two  years.  In  1862  Mr.  Griffith 
joined  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Second  Illinois 
Infantry,  but  was  on  detached  duty  most  of  the 
time,  acting  as  clerk  at  Gen.  Han-ison's  headquar- 
ters. He  received  his  discharge  at  Chicago  in 
June,  1865,  being  now  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  E. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  but 
latterly  has  acted  and  voted  for  Prohibition.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  an  active  worker  for  the  cause  of 
Christianity. 

H.  C.  Hansen,  Hastings,  Neb.  There  are  times 
when  glancing  over  the  life  records  of  persons  that 
it  seems  absolutely  necessary  to  use  that  often 
abused  phrase,  "  self-made  man,"  and  this  is  true  of 
Mr.  Hansen.  He  is  of  foreign  birth,  a  native  of 
Denmark,  born  March  31,  1852,  and  the  son  of 
Anderson  and  Sophia  Hansen,  both  natives  of  Den- 
mark, where  the  mother  died.  The  father  is  still 
living,  and  is  a  resident  of  that  country-.  H.  C. 
Hansen  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United  States  when 
fifteen  years  of  age,  located  at  Omaha  before  there 
were  any  railroads,  remained  there  for  a  short  time, 
and  then  went  to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  two 
years.  After  this  he  returned  to  Omaha  and  farmed 
for  one  j'ear.  For  nearly  twent}-  years  Mr.  Hansen 
has  been  manager  for  some  of  the  best  business 
houses  in  the  different  cities;  was  seven  years  with 
Van  Brant  &  Sons,  of  Council  BluflFs,  and  for  six 
years  he  has  represented  F.  H.  Pugh  in  Hastings.   Mr. 


Hansen,  the  youngest  of  nine  children,  came  to  the 
United  States  without  money,  relatives  or  acquaint- 
ances, and  had  but  ninety  cents  when  he  reached 
Omaha.  He  is  a  first  class  business  man,  and 
manages  the  large  establishment  of  Mr.  Pugh  with 
abilitj'  and  wisdom.  He  is  very  much  pleased  with 
Hastings  and  the  United  States,  and  has  no  desire 
to  return  to  Denmark.  He  was  mamed  in  1877  to 
Miss  Emma  D.  Niemann,  a  native  of  Madison,  Wis. , 
born  October  2,  1862,  and  the  daughter  of  Henry 
A.  and  Dora  (Meyer)  Niemann,  who  are  now  resid- 
ing in  Irwin,  Iowa.  In  politics  Mr.  Hansen  is 
Democratic.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. , 
the  K.  of  P. ,  and  a  member  of  Uniform  rank.  He 
is  one  of  the  popular  men  of  Hastings. 

Michael  E.  Hargleroad,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Holstein,  Neb.  This  honored  and  respected  resident 
of  Adams  County  is  accorded  a  worth}-  place  in  this 
volume,  for  he  is  one  of  the  representative  men  of 
the  county.  His  occupation  during  life  has  been 
that  of  a  farmer,  and  he  is  now  living  on  his  fine 
farm  of  320  acres,  one  mile  from  Holstein.  >lr. 
Hargleroad  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa. . 
on  November  18,  1824,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Elizabeth  (Etter)  Hargleroad,  both  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania, the  former  born  in  Lancaster  County.  The 
elder  Hargleroad  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  but  in  con- 
nection carried  on  farming,  and  resided  in  his  native 
State  until  1833,  when  he  received  his  final  summons. 
Michael  E.  Hargleroad  was  reared  in  Franklin 
County,  Pa. ,  and  was  early  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  farm  life.  In  1874  he  moved  to  Hunting- 
ton, lud. ,  and  came  west  to  Nebraska  the  same 
year,  where  he  entered  land.  He  settled  on  his 
present  property,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
the  county,  on  which  are  a  neat  frame  building ,  good 
barn,  sheds  and  outbuildings.  He  has  about  two 
acres  in  orchard  and  has  an  excellent  variety  of 
fruit.  He  was  married  first  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
1849,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Brough,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  in  Adams  County.  She  died  on  July 
8,.  1882,  leaving  ten  children:  Christian  P. ,  Michael 
A.,  John  C,  William  B.,  Frank  E. ,  Harvey  B., 
Katie  (wife  of  George  Coover),  Susannah  B.  (wife  of 
August  Hohlfeld),  Sarah  (wife  of  Sol.  Martin)  and 
Elizabeth  (wife  of  Jacob  Evans).      Mr.  Hargleroad 
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raised  a  good  average  crop  last  J'ear,  and  is  one  of 
the  first-class  farmers  of  his  township. 

Christian  P.  Hargleroad,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Holstein,  Neb.  Mr.  Hargleroad  was  originally 
from  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred December  5,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  M.  E. 
Hargleroad,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  sketch 
immediatel}'  precedes  this.  Christian  Hargleroad 
was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  it  was 
but  natural  perhaps,  that  when  he  was  starting  out 
in  life  for  himself  he  should  choose  agricultural 
pursuits  as  his  future  occupation.  He  received 
a  good  common  school  education,  and  this  he  has 
greatly  improved  by  self  stud}'  since  reaching  years 
of  matui'ity.  He  moved  with  his  parents  to  Ne- 
braska, in  the  spring  of  1875,  settled  in  Adams 
Count}',  and  entered  land  in  Cottonwood  Township. 
Later  he  sold  this  place  and  purchased  his  present 
property,  which  consists  of  160  acres  of  good  land 
two  miles  from  Holstein.  He  has  a  comfortable 
house,  good  out  buildings,  and  has  a  fine  young 
orchard  of  a  select  variet}'  of  fruit.  In  his  political 
views  he  affiliates  with  the  Eepublican  party,  and 
has  held  a  number  of  local  positions  in  the  town- 
ship. He  was  elected  assessor  of  Cottonwood  Town- 
ship, and  served  in  1879  and  1885,  and  re-elected  in 
1886,  but  did  not  qualify,  and  was  elected  town- 
ship treasurer  in  1887.  He  was  elected  in  1880  and 
served  as  magistrate  one  term,  and  also  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Hargleroad  was 
married  here  on  January  9,  1881,  to  Miss  Mary  A. 
Evans,  a  native  of  Pennsj'lvania,  and  the  daughter 
of  John  Evans.  Mrs.  Hargleroad  was  reared  and 
educated  in  Lancaster  County.  To  this  union  have 
been  born  two  children:  Proe  and  Maria  M.  Mr. 
Hargleroad  is  one  of  the  young  but  very  successful 
and  progressive  farmers  of  the  county.  He  raised 
forty-five  acres  of  corn  last  year,  thirty  acres  of 
barley,  twenty-five  acres  of  wheat  and  ten  acres  of 
oats.     He  also  has  some  of  the  place  in  timothy. 

Michael  A.  Hargleroad.  Among  the  worthy 
citizens  of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  none  are  more 
deserving  of  mention  than  Mr.  Hargleroad,  whose 
residence  within  the  borders  of  this  county  has 
extended  over  a  period  of  sixteen  j'ears.  During 
this  time  he  has  been  a  hard   working,  industrious 


man,  and  has  served  his  count}*  in  various  capacities, 
and  the  success  which  has  attended  his  labors  in  the 
conduct  of  his  official  affairs  is  such  that  naught  but 
words  of  commendation  have  been  bestowed  upon 
him.  He  is  one  of  the  first  members  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  Adams  County,  and  has  been 
school  moderator  of  his  district  for  three  years. 
He  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  "Keystone  State," 
July  13,  1854,  and  is  one  of  a  family  of  six  sons 
and  four  daughters  born  to  Michael  E.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Brough)  Hargleroad,  both  of  whom  were  born 
fn  Franklin  Countj^,  and  left  their  Pennsylvania 
home  in  1874  to  seek  a  home  in  the  far  West.  They 
settled  in  Cottonwood  Township,  Adams  County, 
Neb. ,  and  here  engaged  in  the  occupation  of  hus- 
bandly. The  mother  is  now  deceased,  having  passd 
from  life  in  full  communion  with  the  Dunkard 
Church.  Michael  A.  Hargleroad  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  this  locality,  and  was  married  here  to  Miss 
Sadie  E.  Conley,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Martha 
E.  (Banta)  Conley,  natives  of  Wisconsin.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hargleroad  have  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of 
two  sons:  Charles  and  Robert. 

K.  J.  Harrensteiu  has  long  been  considered  one 
of  the  leading  agriculturists  and  stockmen  of  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  and  it  may  be  said  that  he  fully 
deserves  the  success  which  has  crowned  his  efforts. 
He  was  born  in  Hanover,  Germany,  in  1844,  being 
the  third  child  born  to  C.  G-.  Harrenstein  and  Galy 
Heddinga,  his  wife,  the  former  of  whom  was  a  suc- 
cessful merchant  and  died  in  the  town  of  Hinte  in 
1889,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years.  His  wife 
died  in  1883  at  the  age  of  seventy-four  years. 
Their  children  are:  Garret,  Sarah,  E,.  J. ,  Bernhard, 
John  and  Allie.  In  the  year  1868  R.  J.  HaiTen- 
stein  started  out  in  life  to  do  for  himself,  and  think- 
ing the  New  World  offered  better  advantages  for  an 
ambitious  and  enterprising  man,  he  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Freeport, 
ill  Stephenson  County,  111.,  but  in  1872  he  removed 
to  Grundy  County,  Iowa.  Here  he  was  married  the 
same  year  to  Miss  Swauey  Deacon,  a  daughter  of 
Sebelt  Deacon,  of  Illinois,  and  two  years  after  the 
celebration  of  his  nuptials  he  settled  in  Hanover 
Township,  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  taking  up  land  to 
the  amount  of   eighty  acres.      He   has    since   pur- 
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chased  120  acres,  and  now  has  a  fine,  well  improved 
and  stocked  farm.  Being  one  of  the  early  pioneers 
here  he  experienced  many  hardships  in  securing  a 
comfortable  home  for  his  family,  but  being  persist 
ent,  energetic  and  frugal,  he  met  with  the  success 
his  labors  merited,  and  is  considered  by  all  to  be  a 
substantial  citizen  of  the  county  and  a  good  friend 
and  neighbor.  Schools  and  churches  find  in  him  a 
liberal  patron,  and  in  his  political  views  he  has  been 
a  Republican  since  coming  to  this  country.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Reformed  Church,  and  have 
become  the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Tiny, 
the  eldest,  died  in  1875;  Galy,  Tiny,  Cornelia, 
Frida,  Sarah,  Anna  and  Dora. 

Michel  Antony  Hartigan  is  a  prominent  member 
of  the  Hastings  bar,  and  his  name  is  identified  with 
the  weKare  of  that  city  and  Adams  County.  He 
was  born  in  Carbondale,  Luzerne  County,  Pa., 
July  12,  1849,  and  was  the  eldest  of  ten  children 
born  to  William  and  Kathleen  (Ragan)  Hartigan, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Ireland  in  1817, 
and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania,  in  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, in  1824.  William  Hartigan  came  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  and  first 
located  in  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  and  after 
reaching  a  suitable  age,  was  for  a  number  of  j'ears 
superintendent  of  the  Lackawanna  Iron  &  Coal 
Companj-,  at  Scranton,  Pa.  Later  he  engaged  in 
farming  and  this  occupation  now  receives  his  atten- 
tion. John  Ragan,  the  maternal  grandfather,  was 
born  in  the  "Emerald  Isle,"  but  was  exiled  during 
the  troubles  of  1798,  and  upon  reaching  the  shores 
of  America  he  settled  in  Pennsylvania',  where  he 
died  in  1865,  at  the  advanced  age  of  one  hundred 
and  nine  years.  Michel  Antonj'  Hartigan  re- 
mained on  the  farm  until  foiuteen  years  of  age,  and 
on  June  20,  1863,  joined  the  Pennsylvania  Reserves, 
and  took  part  in  the  bloody  battle  of  Gettysburg, 
where  he  was  severely  wounded,  and  from  the  field 
of  battle  was  taken  to  the  hospital  at  Fort  Schuyler, 
N.  Y.  Upon  his  recovery  he  returned  home  and 
entered  St.  Joseph's  College,  at  St.  Joseph,  Pa., 
with  the  intention  of  preparing  himself  for  a  priest, 
but  this  college  was  burned  on  January  1,  1864, 
and  Mr.  Hartigan  then  entered  Owego  Academy, 
at  Owego,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  remained  four  years  and 


eight  months,  during  which  time  he  lived  in  the 
house  of  Hon.  John  M.  Parker,  a  judge  of  the  New 
York  supreme  court.  Subsequently  Mr.  Hartigan 
entered  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  at  South 
Bend,  Ind. ,  and  in  1878  graduated  from  this  insti- 
tution in  the  literary  and  law  departments,  receiving 
the  degree  of  LL.  B.  Prior  to  this,  in  March, 
1869,  Mr.  Hartigan  had  wedded  Miss  Martha  Cran- 
dall,  at  Cold  Water,  Mich.,  and  in  this  State  he 
made  his  home  until  1878,  at  which  time  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  and  was  an  active  legal  practitioner  of 
Plattsmouth  until  1888,  when  he  came  to  Hastings. 
Here  he  has  become  well  known,  and  is  already 
ranked  among  the  leading  lawyers  of  the  State.  He 
is  a  stockholder  in  the  City  National  Bank,  also  the 
Hastings  Electric  Light  &  Power  Company,  for 
both  of  which  he  acts  as  counsel,  as  well  as  for  the 
Eastern  Banking  Company.  He  has  alwa3^s  been  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  during  his  residence  in 
Michigan  was  elected  three  different  times  as  county 
superintendent  of  schools,  one  term  as  circuit  court 
commissioner,  and  three  times  as  mayor  of  Reed 
City,  the  place  of  his  residence.  He  is  liberal  in 
his  religious  views,  while  his  wife,  and  children, 
who  number  six,  are  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  The  names  of  the  latter  are:  John  C, 
Kathleen,  Michel  A. ,  William  B. ,  Anna  and  Gil- 
more  (twins). 

Philander  E.  Hatch,  junior  member  of  the  firm 
of  Norton  &  Hatch,  bankers  of  Kenesaw  and  Mad- 
rid, Neb. ,  is  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  at  New 
Milford,  July  25,  1861.  His  parents,  John  and- 
Diana  Louisa  (Canfield)  Hatch,  were  both  natives  of 
Connecticut,  where  they  now  reside,  and  where  the 
father  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming.  Philander 
E.  Hatch  attended  the  public  schools,  and  after- 
ward entered  Whittlesey's  Seminary  at  New  Preston, 
Conn. ,  where  he  completed  his  course.  At  the  age 
of  fourteen  years  he  accepted  the  responsible  posi- 
tion of  station  and  express  agent  in  the  employment 
of  the  Shepaug  Valley  Railroad,  and  after  having 
spent  two  years  here  he  entered  the  comme:i  iai  de- 
partment of  Yale  Business  College,  where  l»y  close 
application  he  finished  the  usual  sis  months'  course 
in  four  months,  graduating  in  1877.  Following  his 
graduation  he  accepted  a  position  as  assistant  book- 
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keeper  with  Sargent  &  Co. ,  of  New  Haven,  and  re- 
mained there  nearly  two  years.  He  then  hecame 
bookkeeper  for  Peck  &  Bishop  of  the  same  place, 
and  later  was  head  bookkeeper  for  H.  B.  Armstrong 
&  Co. ,  where  he  remained  till  failing  health  com- 
pelled him  to  resign.  In  April,  1887,  he  came  to 
Kenesaw,  and  became  a  member  of  the  present 
firm.  On  November  7,  1883,  at  Guilford,  Conn., 
he  was  united  in  marriage  with  Miss  Elouise  C. 
Norton,  a  native  of  Guilford,  Conn. ,  and  a  daughter 
of  Henry  E.  and  Lucy  A.  (Munger)  Norton.  [For 
particulars  of  parents  see  sketch  of  Henry  E.  Nor- 
ton.] One  child,  Florence  E. ,  whose  birth  occurred 
on  August  20,  1887,  is  the  result  of  this  union. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hatch  are  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  have  the  respect  and  esteem  of 
all  acquainted  with  them.  In  1889  Mr.  Hatch  was 
elected  clerk  of  Kenesaw  Township,  and  is  at  present 
clerk  of  the  village  of  Kenesaw.  He  has  also  served 
as  a  member  of  the  town  board.  He  is  a  K.  of  P. 
John  G.  Hajzlett,  merchant,  Kenesaw,  Neb. 
Mr.  Hayzlett,  one  of  the  oldest  settlers  and  promi- 
nent business  men  of  Kenesaw,  is  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, born  March  5,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  An- 
drew and  Catherine  (Huggard)  Hayzlett,  who  were 
both  natives  of  Virginia.  In  1831  the  parents  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  located  in  Hancock  County,  where 
they  resided  until  1853,  and  then  removed  to  Iowa. 
They  settled  in  Linn  County,  and  there  the  father 
died  in  1886  at  the  age  of  eighty-five  years.  His 
widow  followed  him  to  the  grave  in  1888,  being 
ninety-one  years  of  age  at  the  time  of  her  death. 
Their  family  consisted  of  three  sons  and  one  daugh- 
ter, John  G.  being  the  eldest.  He  grew  to  matu- 
rity with  his  parents,  receiving  such  limited  advan- 
tages for  an  education  as  the  district  schools  of  that 
early  period  afforded,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of 
age  he  began  farming,  which  occupation  he  followed 
in  Indiana  until  1854,  when  he  removed  to  Linn 
County,  Iowa.  Previous  to  this,  on  March  20,  1851, 
he  married  Miss  Eleanor  K.  Hatfield,  a  native  of  the 
Old  Dominion,  who  died  in  1872,  leaving  seven 
children.  In  1857  Mr.  Hayzlett  began  merchan- 
dising in  Linn  County,  and  in  1867  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  that  county,  filling  the  office  in  such  an 
able  and  efficient  manner  that  he  was  twice  re-elected. 


holding  the  office  longer  than  any  other  person 
before  or  since.  Previously  he  had  been  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  had  served  in  that  capacity 
for  several  years.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company 
F,  Twenty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was 
elected  first  lieutenant  of  the  company.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Port  Gibson,  bombardment  of 
Grand  Gulf,  Champion's  Hill,  Black  River,  Vicks- 
burg,  was  present  at  its  capture,  and  was  in  the 
battle  of  Jackson.  In  1863  he  resigned  his  com- 
mission and  returned  to  his  home.  He  was  never 
wounded  during  service.  On  May  2,  1876,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie  L.  Platner,  a 
native  of  New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hayzlett  are 
both  respected  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
of  Kenesaw,  of  which  he  is  an  elder,  and  is  also 
superintendent  of  the  Sabbath-school.  Mrs.  Hayz- 
lett is  active  in  woman's  work,  and  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  all  charitable  and  benevolent  enterprises. 
In  1888  she  was  elected  a  delegate,  from  Nebraska,  to 
the  national  meeting  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. ,  held  in 
the  city  of  New  York.  In  1878  Mr.  Haj-zlett  came 
to  Kenesaw,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  and  also 
established  himself  in  the  mercantile  business  in  the 
young  town,  being  among  the  earliest  inhabitants  of 
the  place.  He  has  since  continued  in  the  mercantile 
business,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  and  patronage  of 
a  large  circle  of  acquaintances.  In  1878  he  was 
appointed  justice  of  the  peace  and  was  the  first  to 
hold  that  office  in  Kenesaw.  He  has  since  been 
several  times  re-elected,  and  has  held  the  position 
continuously  since,  with  the  exception  of  about  two 
years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  K. ,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  Kenesaw  Lodge 
No.  144,  and  Mount  Nebo  Commandery  No.  11, 
Hastings,  Neb. 

S.  L.  Heaps,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Pauline, 
Neb.  Mr.  Heaps,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Lit 
tie  Blue  Township,  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land 
on  Section  20  in  1872,  and  is  now  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Henry  County,  111.,  in  1851,  and  was 
the  eighth  in  a  family  of  nine  children  Born  to  the 
union  of  W.  G.  and  Hester  (Green)  Heaps,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  one  of  the  sturdy 
sons  of  toil,  and  in  1846  moved  to  Henry  County, 
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111.,  where  he  bought  land  at  Government  price,  com- 
menced improving  it,  and  there  made  his  permanent 
home.  The  mother  died  in  Illinois  in  1886.  Of 
their  children,  C.  L.,  married,  and  resides  in  Illinois; 
Barbara,  now  Mrs.  Wolf,  resides  in  Henry  County, 
111.;  W.  T. ,  married,  and  resides  in  Haj-es  County, 
Kas. ;  I.  G. ,  enlisted,  in  1861,  for  three  years  in 
Company  I,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  served 
three  years  and  held  the  rank  of  first  lieutenant;  he 
was  wounded  at  Pittsburg  Landing,  and  then  at 
Island  No.  10  he  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  in 
Andersonville  for  six  months;  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  enlistment  he  recruited  a  company — 
Company  I,  Twenty-seventh  Illinois  Infantr}',  and 
was  made  captain  of  the  same;  he  served  until 
cessation  of  hostilities;  he  is  now  ti-aveling  for  a 
journal  company;  John  B.,  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
One  Hundred  and  Twelfth  Illinois  Infantry,  for  three 
years;  he  was  killed  at  Resaca,  Ga.,  on  May  2, 
1864,  and  is  buried  in  the  South;  Mary,  now  Mrs. 
Maxwell,  a  widow,  resides  in  Illinois;  Martha  is  now 
Mrs.  Arnold ,  of  Little  Blue  Township,  Adams  County, 
Neb. ;  S.  L.  and  J.  P. ,  married ,  and  the  latter  re- 
sides on  the  homestead  in  Illinois.  S.  L.  Heaps 
was  reared  to  farm  life  and  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Henry  County,  111.  He  commenced  farming  for 
himself  on  his  homestead  in  1872,  and  improved 
his  farm  as  he  could.  He  also  taught  school 
in  Adams  Count}',  and  thus  made  most  of  his  time. 
He  was  man-ied  in  February,  1876,  in  Illinois,  to 
Miss  Mar}'  E.  Twyer,  a  native  of  Canada.  Her 
death  occurred  in  September,  1881.  To  this  union 
were  born  two  children:  Aklis  and  Elton.  S.  L. 
Heaps'  second  marriage  took  place  in  Henrj'  Count}-, 
111.,  in  1883,  to  Miss  Anna  E.  Luhmann,  a  native 
of  that  county,  and  her  death  occurred  in  January, 
1888.  Two  children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union: 
Guy  and  Leroy.  Mr.  Heaps  was  married  at  What 
Cheer,  Iowa,  in  1889,  to  Mrs.  Mollie  Killion,  «ee 
Henry,  who  was  reared  in  that  State.  She  has  two 
children  by  her  former  marriage:  Stella  and  Ray 
Killion.  In  the  spring  of  1876  Mr.  Heaps  erected 
a  frame  house,  and  has  taken  pains  to  set  out  a  good 
orchard.  He  has  good  barns  and  outbuildings  and 
a  pipe  laid  in  the  house  furnishes  them  with  both 
soft  and  hard  water.      Mr.  Heaps  is  quite  deeply  in- 


terested in  stock  raising,  making  a  specialty  of 
Hereford  stock  and  having  a  good  grade  of  Norman 
horses.  He  is  active  in  politics,  and  votes  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Republi- 
can central  committee,  and  has  been  supervisor  two 
terms,  after  which  he  resigned.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  owns  the  store  and  hall 
in  Paulina,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens  of 
the  community.  His  farm  consists  of  400  acres  of 
good  tillable  land. 

Michael  Hess,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Among  the  many  residents  of  foreign  birth 
in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  none  are  more  deserving  of 
mention  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  was 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in  1840,  and  was  the  son 
of  Thomas  and  Barbara  (Balling)  Hess.  The  father 
was  born  in  1800,  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
was  married  in  Germany  to  Miss  Balling,  which 
union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  sons  and  one 
daughter:  Thomas,  Barney,  Barbara,  Michael,  and 
John,  who  left  his  native  country  for  America, 
located  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1870,  and  is  there 
engaged  in  the  hotel  business.  Michael  Hess  re- 
mained in  his  native  country  until  thirty-one  years 
of  age.  From  twenty-one  till  twenty-eight  years  old 
he  served  as  soldier  in  the  Second  Cuerasier  Regi- 
ment, Prince  Adelbert,  in  the  Army  of  Bavaria, 
and  fought  in  the  War  of  1866  on  the  Austrian  side 
against  the  Prussians;  and  in  1871  emigi-ated  to 
the  United  States,  settling  in  Leland,  Mich.,  aud 
while  there  worked  in  a  blasting  furnace.  He  was 
married  in  1871  to  Miss  Margaret  Menninger, 
daughter  of  John  Menninger,  and  in  1872  he 
moved  to  Nebraska,  locating  where  he  now  resides. 
He  entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  now  has  all  well 
improved  and  all  under  fence.  He  has  five  children 
living  and  two  deceased,  Emile  and  Anna  B.  being 
the  ones  deceased,  and  the  following  are  now  living: 
Bertha,  born  in  Michigan  in  1872;  Hattie,  born 
in  Nebraska  in  1874;  Alexander,  born  in  Nebraska 
in  1877;  Amelia,  born  in  Nebraska  in  1879,  and 
Barbara,  who  was  born  in  1881.  All  the  children 
are  at  home.  When  Mr.  Hess  first  moved  to  Ne- 
braska the  country  was  all  in  prairie,  and  his  nearest 
neighbor  was  miles  distant.  Since  then  there  have 
been   many   improvements,    and  Hastings  has  built 
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up  \erv  rapidly.  He  likes  the  countiy,  and  expects 
to  make  it  his  home.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  interested  in  politi- 
cal matters,  and  is  a  Democrat  in  his  principles. 

John  D.  Heye,  farmer  and  stockman,  Hastings, 
Neb.  John  Henry  Heye,  the  father  of  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  He  was  married  in  his  native 
country  to  Miss  Geske  Janssen,  also  a  native  of 
Germany,  and  to  them  were  born  the  following 
children:  John  D. ,  Anna,  Lena,  and  an  infant  son 
(name  not  remembered).  The  parents  died  in  the  old 
country  in  1868  and  1864:,  respectively.  They  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  John  D.  Heye 
passed  his  school  daj-s  in  Germany,  and  was  mar- 
ried in  that  countr3'  in  1858  to  Miss  Anna  M. 
Boltjes,  a  daughter  of  Fred  and  Mina  Boltjes, 
natives  also  of  Germany.  John  D.  Heye  crossed 
the  ocean  to  the  United  States  in  1864,  settled  in 
New  York  City,  and  there  remained  two  years.  In 
1866  he  came  west  and  settled  in  Ogle  County,  111.. 
remained  there  for  eight  years,  and  in  1874  moved 
to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Blaine  Township,  Adams 
County.  In  1877  he  purchased  480  acres  of  land, 
and  now  has  this  fine  tract  of  land  under  cultivation 
and  well  improved.  He  has  been  very  successful  in 
farming  and  stock  raising.  To  his  marriage  have 
1  icen  born  ten  children ,  the  first  three  of  whom  were 
liorn  in  Germany:  Lena  (now  Mrs.  Stimbert,  re- 
sides in  Kansas),  John  (married  to  Miss  Mary  Hil- 
bers  and  resides  on  his  father's  place  in  Blaine 
Township),  George  (deceased),  Louis  F.  (married  to 
Miss  Katie  Johnson  and  lives  in  Adams  County), 
Henry  (at  home),  Minnie  Anna  (in  Kansas  with  her 
sister),  Dedrick  (at  home),  Lizzie  (at  home),  Herme- 
nia  (at  home),  and  August  (also  at  home).  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Heye  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and 
active  workers  in  the  same.  He  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  of  his  district  for  three 
years,  and  is  a  man  who  is  generous  to  all  worthy 
enterprises.  He  was  here  during  the  grasshopper 
season,  and  being  one  of  the  pioneers,  has  witnessed 
the  rapid  development  of  the  country.  In  politics 
he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Herman  Hibbeler,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Hastings,  Neli.      Mr.  Hibbeler  is  another  of  those  of 


foreign  birth  who  have  come  into  this  county  and 
made  for  themselves  a  comfortable  home,  becoming 
respected  citizens  of  the  community.  He  was  born 
in  Oldenburg,  Germany,  in  1831,  spent  his  boj-hood 
days  in  his  native  country,  and  in  1869  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  settled  in  Omaha,  Neb,,  and 
followed  the  stone  mason  trade.  He  was  married  in 
Nebraska  in  1871  to  Miss  Sophia  Roskamp,  daugh- 
ter of  John  and  Mary  (Danneman)  Roskamp,  who 
had  a  family  of  eight  children:  Catherine,  Annie, 
Margaret,  Mary,  John,  Sophia,  Christiana,  Herman, 
all  born  in  Germany,  where  they  spent  their  child- 
hood. Two  of  them  are  in  the  United  States, 
Annie  in  Omaha,  Neb. ,  and  Sophia,  wife  of  Her- 
man Hibbeler,  the  subject  of  our  sketch.  The  latter 
came  to  this  country  from  Germany  in  1870.  Two 
children  were  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hibbeler:  Mary, 
born  in  1872,  and  Henry,  in  1878.  Mr.  Hibbeler 
moved  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  in  1872,  followed  the 
|ilasteivr  ;s  trade,  and  plastered  some  of  the  first 
houses  in  that  town.  This  pursuit  he  followed  for 
twelve  years,  and  in  1884  moved  to  his  farm  in 
Hanover  Township,  which  he  had  taken  up  as  timber 
claim  in  1872,  and  which  consisted  of  eighty  acres. 
Aside  from  this  he  is  also  owner  of  property  in 
Hastings,  and  all  his  property  has  been  the  result  of 
honest,  industrious  labor.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Adams  County,  and  says  that  when  he  first  settled 
here  it  was  all  prairie  land.  Mr.  Hibbeler's  father, 
Christian  Hibbeler,  was  a  native  of  Germany,  and 
was  a  successful  agriculturist.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Danneman;  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children;  Herman,  Mary,  Anna,  Sophia,  Ded- 
rick, Henry,  Ludwig  and  Mattie,  all  in  Omaha  with 
the  exception  of  Anna,  Sophia,  Henry  and  Herman, 
the  first  three  of  whom  are  in  Germany. 

Charles  E.  Higinbotham.  The  magnitude  of  the 
real  estate  business  in  Hastings,  and  the  incessant 
activity  in  the  market,  have  enlisted  the  services  of 
manj'  of  her  most  responsible  men,  among  the  num- 
lier  being  Mr.  Higinbotham,  who  was  born  in  Dane 
County,  Wis.,  April  19,  1861,  being  the  eldest  of 
three  children  born  to  George  W.  and  Ann  (Thomp- 
son) Higinbotham,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in 
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Pennsylvania,  and  died  in  Dane  County,  Wis. ,  in 
1871.  Mrs.  Higinbotham  was  born  in  Scotland, 
and  in  early  life  came  to  the  United  States,  and  is 
now  a  resident  of  Sutton,  Neb. ,  having  moved  there 
from  Wisconsin,  in  November,  1874.  Charles  E. 
Higinbotham  was  thirteen  years  of  age  at  this  time, 
consequently  the  greater  part  of  his  education  was 
received  in  this  town.  For  two  years  he  attended 
Doane  College,  of  Crete,  Neb. ,  after  which  he  re- 
mained for  one  year  in  Sutton,  then  spent  the  three 
succeeding  years  in  traveling  throughout  Nebraska 
in  the  interest  of  the  Walter  A.  Wood  harvesting 
machines.  In  1884  he  came  to  Hastings,  and 
since  that  time  has  devoted  his  attention  to  the  real 
estate  and  collecting  business,  at  which  he  has  done 
exceptionally  well.  He  is  acknowledged  by  all  to 
be  an  excellent  financier  and,  possessing  unquestion- 
able integritj',  those  entrusting  their  interests  to  him 
may  rest  assured  they  will  receive  the  most  prompt 
and  careful  attention.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Knights  of  Pythias,  and  being  a  member  of  the 
Republican  party,  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  James  G.  Blaine,  in  1884.  His  marriage 
to  Miss  Etta  M.  Cox  was  celebrated  in  February, 
1884,  she  being  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind. ,  in 
1861,  and  by  her  he  has  two  little  daughters:  Ethel 
and  Clara. 

George  W.  Hill  is  recognized  as  a  careful,  ener- 
getic agriculturist,  and  by  his  advanced  ideas  and 
progressive  habits,  has  done  not  a  little  to  advance 
the  farming  interests  of  Adams  County.  He  was 
born  in  Huntington  County,  Ind.,  January  29, 
1849,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Beard)  Hill,  both  of 
whom  were  bom  in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  and  died 
in  Huntington  County,  Ind. ,  the  former's  death 
occurring  in  1863,  at  the  age  of  fifty-five  years,  and 
the  latter's  a  year  later,  also  aged  fifty-five.  George 
W.  Hill  is  next  to  the  youngest  of  their  five  chil- 
dren, and  in  youth  became  familiar  with  the  details 
of  farm  work  on  the  old  homestead  in  Indiana,  and 
received  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools. 
Owing  to  failing  health  he  concluded  to  seek  a 
change  of  location,  and  in  1873  came  to  Nebraska 
and  settled  in  Hastings,  and  being  favorably  im- 
pressed with  Adams  Count}^,  determined  to  make  it 
his  home,  and  in  1874  settled  on  his  present  farm 


of  160  acres,  which  is  situated  two  miles  southwest 
of  Hastings.  His  land  is  well  improved  with  neces- 
sary buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  has  also  a  good 
bearing  orchard,  and  it  is  only  necessary  to  give  a 
glance  over  Mr.  Hill's  possessions  to  see  that  his 
farm  is  admirably  managed.  In  1872  he  was  united 
in  the  bonds  of  mati-imony  to  Miss  Lydia  Smith,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Nancy  (Hutsel)  Smith,  by 
whom  he  has  two  children:  Harlen  and  Alice.  Mrs. 
Hill  was  born  in  Miami  Count}-,  Ohio,  April  3, 
1849.  Mr.  Hill  has  always  identified  himself  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  is  not  an  unreasonable 
partisan. 

S.  M.  Hoagland,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  It  is  a  fact  unnecessary  of  denial  that  a 
person  is  better  fitted  to  follow  the  occupation  with 
which  he  became  familiar  early  iu  life  than  to 
engage  in  an  undertaking  learned  in  later  years. 
This  truth  is  borne  out  by  the  career  of  Mr.  Hoag- 
land', who  from  a  boy  has  known  all  the  minute  de- 
tails of  agricultural  life.  To  this  acquired  know- 
ledge -maj-  be  added  a  natural  faculty  for  that  call- 
ing, for  his  father,  John  Hoagland,  was  also  an 
agriculturalist,  and  a  ver}'  successful  one  at  that. 
The  elder  Hoagland  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
born  in  1789,  and  by  his  marriage  to  Miss  Rachel 
Metier,  became  the  father  of  twelve  children: 
Jonathan  J.,  Matilda,  William,  S.  M.,  Elizabeth, 
Mary,  Jonas,  Harris  (was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Fredericksburg  when  twenty-two  years  of  age) ,  John 
P. ,  Emeline,  Angeline  and  Annie  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy). Mr.  and  jMrs.  Hoagland  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  former  died 
in  Pennsylvania  in  1856,  and  the  latter  at  Hastings, 
Neb. ,  in  1889.  S.  M.  Hoagland  received  the  rudi- 
ments of  an  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  subsequently  attended  Dickison 
Seminary,  after  which  he  was  engaged  in  teaching 
and  clerking.  He  selected  for  his  companion  in  life 
Miss  Mary  Davis,  of  Welsh  and  Pennsylvania  Dutch 
descent  respectively,  and  the  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Ran-ig)  Davis,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to 
her  in  1858.  The  result  of  this  happy  union  was 
the  birth  of  eight  children:  Georgiana,  now  Mrs. 
Dillow;  John,  a  member  of  the  fire  department  at 
Hastings;  Rachel  E. ,  in  Chicago;  Milton,  a  grocery- 
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man  at  Hastings;  Clark,  at  home;  S.  Grant,  at 
home;  Ella  C.  and  Frankie,  at  home.  Mr.  Hoag- 
land  piu-chased  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania  and  there  re- 
mained until  1875,  when  he  moved  to  Lee  County, 
111.  After  farming  there  until  1878  he  emigi-ated 
to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  settled  on  the  prairie, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  bought  160  acres  of 
railroad  land,  all  now  under  cultivation,  and  at  the 
present  time  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  laud  to  be 
found  in  the  county.  He  has  a  fine  house,  a  good 
substantial  barn,  and  all  the  modern  improvements. 
He  has  made  a  success  of  farming  in  Nebraska,  and 
likes  the  State  and  people.  He  is  a  strong 
advocate  of  the  temperance  question,  and  is  one  of 
the  leaders.  He  is  at  present  holding  the  office 
of  assessor  of  his  township,  and  it  is  his  fifth 
time.  He  has  been  on  the  school  board;  has 
been  justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  a  man  who 
takes  an  interest  in  all  things  for  the  good  of  the 
country.  He  has  always  been  -a  Republican,  and 
his  vote  was  cast  with  the  Prohibition  party  last 
election.  He  and  Mrs.  Hoagland  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

W.  C.  Hodges,  farmer  and  stockman,  Le  Roy, 
Neb.  Mr.  Hodges  was  born  in  Mentor,  Lake 
County,  Ohio,  iu  1831,  and  is  the  sou  of  Erastus 
and  Lavina  (Utley)  Hodges,  both  natives  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  born  in  1808  and  1817,  respectively. 
The  father  left  his  native  State  and  went  to  Ohio,  in 
1818,  with  his  parents,  Cimniou  and  Petty  (Burnett) 
Hodges,  and  was  here  married  about  1829  to  Miss 
Utley.  To  this  union  were  born  these  children:  W. 
C. ,  Benjamin  F.  and  James  H.,  the  last  two  now 
residing  in  Ohio.  Erastus  Hodges  was  a  Republican 
in  his  political  views,  and  was  a  delegate  to  the  con- 
vention that  nominated  Martin  Van  Buren  for  Presi- 
dent in  1844.  He  was  deeply  interested  in  political 
matters,  but  did  not  let  it  interfere  with  his  farm- 
ing interests.  He  died  in  1884,  and  the  mother 
in  1878.  Our  subject's  mother  was  the  daughter 
of  Hamilton  Utley,  and  the  sister  of  Col.  Wil- 
liam L.  Utley,  of  Racine,  Wis.  W.  C.  Hodges 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  and  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ohio.  About  1852 
he  started  out  for  himself  as  a  carpenter  and  followed 
this  trade  for  some  time.     In  August,  1861,  he  en- 


listed in  Company  B,  Forty -first  Ohio  Infantry-,  and 
participated  in  some  of  the  principal  battles:  Shiloh, 
Corinth,  Stone  River,  Missionary  Ridge,  Lookout 
Mountain,  and  was  drum  major  of  the  Forty-fii-st 
Ohio  Regiment,  for  one  year.  He  came  home  in 
1865.  He  was  married  while  home  after  his  first 
enlistment  to  Miss  Ellen  Hawes,  daughter  of  Enos 
and  Betsey  (Morton)  Hawes,  all  of  Massachusetts. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodges  reared  four  children:  Lou  M. , 
now  Mrs.  L.  R.  Fowler;  LeonE. ,  married  to  Gertrude 
Rosenburgh  and  resides  at  Cleveland,  Ohio;  Willie 
C.  and  Lavina.  Mr.  Hodges  followed  the  carpenter 
trade  and  was  also  postmaster  at  Ford,  Geauga 
Countj-,  Ohio,  for  eighteen  years.  In  1884  he  emi- 
grated to  Adams  Count}-,  Neb. ,  bought  one-half  of 
Section  36,  on  the  east,  and  has  greatly  improved  the 
same.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  part}',  was  a 
member  of  the  State  convention  in  1888,  and  has 
attended  the  county  convention  a  number  of  times. 
In  1888  he  was  elected  township  super\'isor  and  has 
held  that  position  ever  since.  During  1886  he  was 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  township.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board  and  a  first  class  citizen.  His 
wife  died  in  Nebraska  in  1889.  She  was  born  iu 
Ohio  in  1839.      He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at 

AjT. 

Carl  Robert  Hohlfeld,  farmer,  stock  raiser  and 
blacksmith,  Holstein,  Neb.  Among  those  in  this 
country  who  have  come  from  other  continents  and 
have  made  for  themselves  homes,  the  men  of  Ger- 
man origin  and  birth  should  not  be  overlooked. 
Carl  Robert  HohKeld,  a  native  of  Saxony,  German}-, 
was  born  on  January  12,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of 
Carl  G.  and  Christina  (Kinzel)  Hohlfeld,  both  na- 
tives of  Germany.  The  faniil\'  cuiiiiiated  to  the 
States  in  1847,  locating  first  in  \\'i-~(i)iisiii.  Sheboy- 
gan County,  where  they  remuiiunl  until  1873,  when 
in  the  fall  of  that  year  they  moved  to  Nebraska,  and 
settled  in  Adams  County.  There  the  father  died 
in  1885,  but  his  wife  is  still  living.  Carl  Robert 
Hohlfeld  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life  in 
Wisconsin  and  Illinois,  and  iu  the  fall  of  1861  he 
enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He  was 
in  active  duty  until  discharged,  at  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service,  January,  1865,  with  the  rank  of 
corporal.      He  was  in  the  battle  of  Prairie  Grove, 
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Ark. ,  also  in  the  battles  of  Gen.  Price's  raid  and  in 
many  skii-mishes.  After  the  war  he  returned  to 
Wisconsin,  and  soon  after  moved  to  Illinois,  where 
he  remained  until  coming  to  Nebraska  in  1873, 
being  the  first  settler  of  Cottonwood  Township.  He 
has  now  400  acres  of  good  land  all  in  a  state  of  cul- 
tivation, and  has  an  orchard  of  some  200  trees, 
from  which  he  got  about  eighty-five  bushels  of 
apples  last  fall  (1889).  He  was  married  in  Illinois, 
in  March,  1866,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Wiegant,  a  na- 
tive of  Hesse,  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of  Con- 
rad Wiegant,  a  native  of  Germany.  To  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hohlfeld  were  born  seven  children:  Fred,  Gus- 
tave,  Bertha,  Henry,  Charles,  Anna  and  Edward. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hohlfeld  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  and  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  He  was  elected  sapervisor  in 
1888  and  sensed  two  terms,  and  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board. 

Charles  Hohlfeld,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Rose- 
land,  Neb.  On  November  17,  1849,  in  Milwaukee, 
AVis. ,  there  was  born  to  C.  G.  and  Christina  H. 
(Kiuzel)  Hohlfeld,  a  son,  who  is  taken  as  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch.  The  parents  were  born  in 
Saxony,  Germany,  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1848.  They  located  in  Wisconsin,  where 
they  resided  until  1873,  and  then  moved  to  Nebraska 
and  settled  in  Adams  County  on  a  farm.  There  the 
father  died  on  May  25,  1885,  but  his  wife  is  still 
living.  Charles  Hohlfeld  was  reared  to  mature 
years  in  Sheboygan  County,  Wis. ,  and  remained 
with  his  father  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  when  he 
went  to  Illinois,  and  there  worked  on  a  farm  with  a 
brother-in-law.  He  remained  in  that  State  for  about 
ten  years  and  then,  in  1873,  moved  to  Nebraska, 
arriving  in  Adams  County  in  November  of  thatj'ear. 
In  the  spring  of  1874  he  was  afflicted  with  fever 
sores  on  his  left  limb,  and  was  obliged  to  have  this 
amputated  at  Omaha  in  the  following  spring. 
Although  he  has  but  one  leg  Mr.  Hohlfeld  has  earned 
on  his  farm  and  has  been  very  successful.  He  has 
his  place  well  cultivated  and  has  160  acres  of  land  in 
one  tract,  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation  and  about 
four  miles  from  Roseland.  He  has  good  buildings 
on  his  place,  a  young  bearing  orchard,  some  small 
fruits,  etc.      Jlr.  Hohlfeld  is  Democratic  in  his  polit- 


ical views  and  adheres  firmly  to  that  party.  He  was 
elected  assessor  in  1879  and  re-elected  in  1887,  and 
has  made  two  assessments  of  Roseland  Township. 
He  was  elected  clerk  of  the  township  in  1880  and 
re-elected  in  1888  and  1889.  He  was  a  candidate 
for  Representative  at  one  time,  and  received  a  very 
flattering  vote,  having  run  ahead  of  his  ticket.  Mr. 
Hohlfeld  was  married  in  Adams  County  on  October 
20,  1882,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Bunde,  who  was  born 
and  reared  in  Prussia,  and  who  was  a  daughter  of 
Ludwig  and  Caroline  Bunde.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hohlfeld  was  born  one  son:  Oscar  Louis.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hohlfeld  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. 

U.  C.  Holderman,  farmer  and  stockman,  Trum- 
bull, Neb.  This  enterprising  citizen  resides  on  Sec- 
tion 12,  West  Blue  Township,  Adams  County,  Neb., 
where  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  in  the 
spring  of  1873.  He  was  born  in  Cedar  County, 
Iowa,  on  December  6,  1844,  but  was  reared  in  John- 
son County  of  that  State.  He  was  the  j-oungest  of  three 
children  born  to  Christian  and  Mary  (Coe)  Holder- 
man,  the  father  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the 
mother  of  Indiana.  When  a  young  man  the  father 
went  to  Ohio,  from  there  to  Iowa,  where  he  was  mar- 
ried, and  where  he  carried  on  the  milling  business, 
on  Cedar  River.  He  was  both  a  millwright  and  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade,  and  his  death  occurred  in 
Cedar  County,  Iowa,  in  1845.  His  widow  still  sur- 
vives him  and  resides  in  Iowa.  U.  C.  Holderman 
was  educated  in  the  schools  of  Johnson  County, 
Iowa,  was  earl}'  initiated  into  the  mysteries  of  farm 
life,  and  when  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  start 
out  in  life  he  chose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  call- 
ing. In  August,  1862,  iu  Johnson  County,  Iowa, 
he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  A,  Twenty- 
second  Iowa  Infantry,  and  was  mustered  into  service 
at  Iowa  City.  He  was  first  assigned  to  the  Western 
department  and  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cham- 
pion's Hill  and  Vicksburg.  He  was  transferred  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
Winchester,  Fisher  Hill,  Cedar  Creek,  etc.  He  was 
discharged  at  Savannah,  Ga.,  on  July  6,  1865,  and 
returned  to  Johnson  County,  where  he  was  married, 
in  1868,  to  Miss  Myra  Morse,  a  native  of  Johnson 
County,  Iowa,  and  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  and 
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Emil_v  (Parks)  Morse,  natives  of  New  York  and  In- 
diana, respectively.  Mr.  Morse  was  a  farmer,  and 
settled  in  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  in  1839,  entered 
land  and  bought  his  propert}'  at  the  land  sales  in 
Dnliuque.  The  father  died  in  1847  and  the  mother 
is  still  living  and  i-esides  in  Hastings.  After  his 
man-iage  Mr.  Holderman  remained  in  Iowa  until 
1873,  and  then,  as  before  stated,  moved  to  Adams 
Count}',  Neb.  He  has  improved  his  farm,  planted 
groves,  an  orchard,  and  is  now  burning  wood  raised 
on  the  farm.  He  now  owns  400  acres  of  good  tilla- 
ble land,  and  besides  his  farming  interests  is  also 
en^aiied  in  raising  considerable  stock,  making  a 
speeialt}-  of  the  Galloway  breed.  He  is  active  in 
politics,  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  his 
first  vote  was  cast  while  he  was  in  service  during  the 
war.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board 
for  about  ten  years,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
educational  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  William 
H.  Harrison  Post  No.  283,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Trumbull, 
Neb. ,  aud  is  adjutant  of  the  Post.  He  and  Mrs. 
Holderman  are  members  of  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal 
Ciiurrh  at  Trumbull.  To  their  marriage  have  been 
born  six  children:  Hubbard,  Emma,  Mj'ra,  Lydia, 
Miles  and  Grant.  When  he  first  settled  in  Adams 
County  there  was  but  one  settler  on  the  road  to 
Hastings  from  his  place,  a  distance  of  ten  miles. 
He  is  practicallj'  a  self-made  man,  having  accumu- 
lated all  his  property  by  his  own  exertions. 

Frank  D.  Hollingsworth,  live  stock  dealer,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  What  is  usually  termed  genius  has  lit- 
tle to  do  with  the  success  of  men  in  general.  Keen 
perception,  sound  judgment,  and  a  determined  will, 
supported  by  persevering  and  continuous  effort,  are 
essential  elements  to  success  in  any  calling.  One 
is  led  to  these  reflections  by  a  study  of  the  life  of 
the  above  mentioned  gentleman.  Mr.  Hollings- 
worth owes  his  nativity  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  September  12,  1854,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  five  children  born  to  the  union  of  Zebulous 
and  Jlaii'ia  (Davey)  Hollingsworth,  natives  of  Leb- 
anon, Ohio,  and  Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  respectively. 
The  parents  now  reside  at  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and  the 
father  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  is 
about  sixty-seven  years  of  age  and  his  wife  about 
sixty- three  years  of  age.      Frank  D.  Hollingsworth 


first  attended  the  public  schools  of  Iowa,  and  later 
became  a  student  at  the  Iowa  State  University,  at 
Iowa  City.  At  the  age  of  sixteen  j-ears  he  began 
the  stock  business,  buying  and  shipping,  and  suc- 
cessfully continued  the  same  in  his  native  State  un- 
til 1885.  He  shipped  to  the  markets  of  the  South, 
and  was  one  of  the  best  known  stock  dealers  in 
Iowa.  He  came  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  in  1885,  and 
has  since  continued  the  stock  business,  buying  and 
shipping  horses  and  mules  to  the  South,  and  finding 
a  ready  sale  in  Georgia.  For  nineteen  years  he  has 
been  engaged  in  this  business.  November  1 6 , 1 88 1 , 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Hattie,  daughter 
of  L.  J.  and  Maria  Rogei'S,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Rogers  died  in  Hastings,  Neb. ,  in  August, 
1888, -and  the  mother  now  resides  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Hollingsworth.  The  latter  was  born  in  Salem , 
Iowa,  on  March  7,  1862.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hol- 
lingsworth has  been  born  one  child,  Elizabeth, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  March  28.  1S83.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hollingsworth  have  a  pleasant  home  at  617 
Saunders  Avenue. 

David  J.  J.  Hornback  is  a  worthy  aud  represen- 
tative agriculturist  of  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and 
acquired  his  knowledge  of  the  calling  from  his 
father,  Jacob  Hornback,  who  was  also  a  tiller  of  the 
soil,  and  this  knowledge  of  the  calling  was  put  to 
practical  experience  on  the  old  homestead  in  Ken- 
tucky. He  was  born  in  Bath  County  of  that  State 
in  1832,  and  is  the  third  of  eight  children  Iwrn  to 
his  father's  union  with  Elizabeth  Bradshaw,  who 
was  a  cousin  of  Gen.  Bradshaw,  and  died  in  1856. 
Jacob  Hornback  was  a  Kentuckian,  and  served 
throughout  the  Blackhawk  War.  The  youth  of 
David  J.  J.  Hornback  was  unfortunately  deprived 
of  an}'  favorable  opportunities  for  obtaining  an 
education,  and  he  never  received  a  day's  schooling 
until  after  he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  When 
sixteen  years  old  he  went  with  his  father  to  Illinois, 
they  being  pioneers  of  Menard  County.  Upon 
attaining  his  majority  he  began  farming  for  himself, 
and  after  his  father's  death  he  took  charge  of  the 
family,  consisting  of  five  small  children,  to  whom 
he  nobly  devoted  many  of  his  youthful  years,  rear- 
ing them  to  maturity.  He  was  married  in  1857  to 
Miss  Harriet  Perkins,  who  died  about  a  year  later, 
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leaving  au  infant  son,  Samuel.  About  this  time 
Mr.  Homback  bought  sixty  acres  of  laud,  and  was 
actively  engaged  in  following  the  plow  when  the 
Kebellion  broke  out.  In  18G1  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany E,  Fourteenth  Illinois  Infautiy,  and  was  in 
the  battles  of  Fort  Donelson,  Fort  Henry,  Lamar, 
Pittsburgh  Landing,  both  battles  of  Corinth,  Holly 
Springs,  siege  of  Yicksburg,  and  received  his  dis- 
charge at  Springfield,  111.,  September  16,  1865. 
He  was  in  thirteen  bloody  combats  and  was  twice 
wounded,  first  at  Shiloh,  and  then  at  Champion's 
Hill.  After  the  close  of  the  war  he  retm-ned  to  his 
farm,  and  on  September  29,  1865,  was  married  to 
3Iiss  Sarah  Eunis,  a  native  of  Mar3land.  Mr.  Horn- 
back  continued  his  farming  operations  in  Elinois 
until  1876,  when  he  traded  his  land  for  243  acres  in 
Hall  Countj-,  and  soon  after  moved  on  his  new 
possessions,  where  he  made  his  home  for  three 
years.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided  in  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  and  is  the  owner  of  480  acres  of  land 
two  miles  west  of  Prosser.  On  this  propertj'  he  has 
erected  good  buildings,  and  360  acres  are  under 
cultivation,  well  stocked,  he  owning  ten  head  of 
horses  and  mules,  eight  head  of  cattle,  and  eightj' 
head  of  hogs.  In  March,  1885,  a  party  of  robbers 
came  to  Mr.  Hornback's  house,  thinking  to  secure 
money  which  he  was  supposed  to  have  in  his  pos- 
session, and  although  a  revolver  was  pointed  at  his 
head  and  he  was  threatened  with  instant  death,  did 
he  not  comply  with  their  wishes,  he  firmly  i-efused 
to  give  up  a  farthing  of  his  money,  and  they  were 
humane  enough  not  to  put  the  threac  into  execution. 
Mr.  Hornback  recognized  them  notwithstanding 
their  disguises,  and  brought  action  in  law  against 
them,  which  resulted  in  their  conviction.  He  has 
ever  been  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  a  member  of 
Prosser  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  In  addition  to  his 
farm  he  owns  a  business  house  and  stock  of  general 
merchandise  in  Prosser,  of  which  he  became  the 
owner  in  June,  1889,  making  his  purchase  of  his 
sou  Charles  D.,  who  established  the  house  in  1888. 
To  Mr.  Hornback  and  his  wife  the  following  family 
have  been  born:  Samuel  J. ,  John  C. ,  M.  E.  Stan- 
ton, deceased;  Dora,  wife  of  Ed  Duffy;  Charles  D., 
Isaac  J. ,  Weslej',  M.  Luvina,  Sarah  ^I. ,  and  four 
children  who  died  in  infancy  unnamed. 


H.  A.  Howe,  postmaster,  Ayr,  Neb.  Mr.  Howe 
was  originally  from  Cornwall,  Litchfield  County, 
Conn.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1847,  and  is  the 
youngest  child  born  to  the  union  of  Levy  and  Ercyn- 
tha  (Spencer)  Howe,  natives  of  the  same  place  as 
their  son,  and  born  in  1801  and  1802,  respectively. 
The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and  followed 
this  in  the  town  of  Cornwall  for  many  years,  or  until 
his  death  in  1870.  The  mother  received  her  final 
summons  in  1862.  Both  were  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  the  father 
affiliated  with  the  Democratic  party.  Of  the  seven 
children  born  to  their  union,  four  are  now  living: 
Dyre,  Levy,  Eliza  and  H.  A. ;  two  died  in  childhood, 
and  Cyntha  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-five  j-ears. 
H.  A.  spent  his  earlj'  life  in  his  native  State  and 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools.  In 
the  fall  of  1876  he  started  West  and  spent  the  winter 
in  Indiana.  In  1877  he  came  to  Nebraska,  located 
in  Adams  County,  six  miles  south  of  Juniata,  and 
in  company  with  a  j'oung  man,  Albert  Peck,  who 
came  with  him,  bought  railroad  land  which  they 
farmed  for  two  years.  In  1879  Mr.  Howe  came 
to  AjT,  and  has  been  engaged  in  business  here  ever 
since.  In  1884  he  took  the  post  office  under  Presi- 
dent Arthur's  administration,  and  has  held  that  posi- 
tion ever  since.  The  country  was  new  when  he 
fii'st  came  to  Nebraska,  and  Hastings  was  but  a  small 
place.  Mr.  Howe  has  traveled  a  great  deal,  but  is 
confident  that  there  is  no  climate  or  soU  to  equal 
that  of  Nebraska.  He  has  been  successful  since 
coming  to  this  State,  and  now  owns  the  land  on 
which  he  first  settled  when  coming  here,  160  acres, 
all  well  improved.  His  success  is  chiefl}-  owing  to 
good  business  ability.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Howe  is 
a  stanch  Democrat 

Harm  H.  Idus,  farmer  and  stockman,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Mr.  Idus  is  numbered  among  the  younger  of 
the  successful  and  rising  agriculturists  of  this 
county,  but  none  have  a  brighter  future  or  will  make 
better  use  of  their  advantages.  He  was  born  in 
Germany  in  1850,  and  was  the  son  of  Harm  G.  Idus 
and  Anna  Idus,  both  natives  of  that  country.  The 
father's  birth  occun-ed  in  1805,  and  he  is  still  living 
in  the  old  country,  at  Arick,  Osfrigsland.  The 
mother  died  in  1879.      Their  children  were  named 
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as  follows:  George,  in  Germany;  Harm  H. ,  and  01- 
vert,  died  in  Nebraska,  in  1885.  Harm  H.  Idas 
spent  his  j-ounger  daj'S  in  German^-,  and  in  1870 
emigrated  to  Illinois,  and  settled  in  Livingston 
Count3%  near  Chatsworth,  where  he  worked  for  a 
verj-  prominent  fai-mer.  In  1874,  when  starting  out 
for  himself,  it  was  but  natural  perhaps  that  he 
should  choose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  calling  in 
life,  for  his  father  before  him  had  been  very  suc- 
cessful in  this  occupation,  and  had  early  taught 
Haiiu  H.  all  the  duties  of  the  same.  He  rented 
land  for  three  years,  and  in  1877  came  to  Nebraska, 
and  bought  railroad  land,  160  acres  in  Hanover 
Township,  which  he  has  improved  very  much  since 
that  time.  He  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Lizzie 
Dutten,  daughter  of  John  Dutten,  and  the  fruits  of 
this  union  have  been  five  children:  Johanna,  John, 
Harm,  Olvert,  and  Anna  (deceased).  Mrs.  Idus 
died  in  Nebraska,  in  1881,  and  in  1882  Mr.  Idus 
married  Miss  Lumke  Johnson,  daughter  of  John 
Johnson  and  E.  Forke  Bruns,  who  live  in  Glen- 
ville,  Clay  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Idus  has  four  chil- 
dren by  his  last  wife:  Lizzie,  Attie,  Minnie  anil 
Frank.  Mr.  Idus  has  been  quite  successful  since 
coming  to  this  State,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
substantial  and  independent  farmers  of  the  town- 
ship. He  has  a  fine  lot  of  stock,  especially  some 
Durham  cattle,  and  his  place  shows  that  thrift  and 
energy  have  not  been  neglected  upon  it.  He  likes 
Nebraska  better  than  Illinois,  or  any  State  in  which 
he  has  hitherto  resided,  and  is  prominent  in  assist- 
ing in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  countj'. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  he  and  wife  are 
memliers  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Peter  T.  Jacobsen,  although  just  in  the  prime  of 
life,  has  made  his  way  to  the  front  ranks  among  the 
energetic  farmers  of  this  count}-,  and  owing  to  the 
attention  he  has  always  paid  to  each  minor  detail  of 
his  work,  he  has  accumulated  a  fair  share  of  this 
world's  goods.  He  was  born  in  Denmark  in  1847, 
being  the  third  of  eight  children  born  to  Jacol) 
Peterson  and  Aganetha  (Johnson)  Jacobsen,  who 
died  in  their  native  land  in  1872  and  1878,  respect- 
ively. The  father  was  a  successful  farmer.  Peter 
T.  Jacobsen's  first  start  out  in  life  was  to  join  the 
Danish  Armv  in  1869,  but  at  the  end  of  eighteen 


months  he  left  the  service  and  Ijegan  tilling  the  soil, 
after  which  he  followed  overseeing,  for  Mr.  Nelson, 
of  Bakkaskoy,  but  in  1881  embarked  on  board  a 
ship  for  the  United  States,  and  soon  after  landing 
came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  . 
improved  land  in  Hanover  Township,  where  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  In  1882  he  married  Anna 
Margaret  Anderson,  who  had  come  from  Denmark 
to  the  United  States  at  the  same  time  as  himself,  a 
daughter  of  Peter  Anderson,  and  by  her  has  two 
little  daughters:  Aganetha  and  Sedse  Christena. 
Mr.  Jacobsen  has  taken  out  his  naturalization 
papers  and  expects  to  make  this  countrj-  his  perman- 
ent home,  being  much  pleased  with  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  and  especially  with  Adams  County.  He 
takes  a  great  degree  of  interest  in  the  welfare  and 
progress  of  his  adopted  county,  and  is  ever  found 
ready  to  assist  worthy  enterprises.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  he  is  a 
deacon  in  the  same. 

Charles  Jesse  was  born  in  Germany,  in  1838, 
and  was  the  eldest  of  a  familj-  of  three  chiklreu 
born  to  Charles  G.  and  Susan  (Kermes)  Jeh;se,  who 
were  also  born  in  the  old  country,  the  father's  birth 
occurring  in  1818.  He  died  in  1848,  having  been 
an  agriculturist  by  occupation,  his  wife's  death 
occurring  in  1885,  both  being  members  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  Their  children  are:  Charles,  Minnie, 
who  died  in  Germanj-,  and  August,  who  is  follow- 
ing farming  in  his  native  land.  Charles  Jesse  at- 
tended school  in  his  native  town  of  Sehonlante,  and 
in  1857  came  to  the  United  States  with  tlie  expecta- 
tion of  bettering  his  financial  cuiidiiidii,  :iii(l  set- 
tled in  Marshall  County,  111.,  wlicn-  he  in:i(le  his 
home  for  sixteen  years.  He  first  worked  as  a  farm 
hand,  then  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  on  his  own 
account  in  1865,  but  in  the  spring  of  1873  he  came 
to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  took  up  160  acres  of 
land  in  Zero  Township.  His  farm  now  comprises 
240  acres  of  fine  land,  and  his  property  is  excel- 
lentlj^  improved  with  good  buildings,  fences  etc., 
and  is  also  well  stocked,  his  hogs  numbering  sev- 
ent3--five  and  his  cattle  thirty.  His  property  has 
Iseen  acquired  through  his  own  exertions,  and  he 
deserves  much  credit  for  the  admirable  way  in  which 
he  has  baffled  with  adversity,  for  on  coming  to  this 
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eouutiy  he  had  but  little  means,  was  a  stranger  in  a 
strange  land,  and  was  unacquainted  with  the  English 
language.  He  is  deepl^y  interested  in  the  welfare  of 
his  adopted  laud,  and  especially  of  Adams  County 
and  the  State  of  Nebraska,  where  he  expects  always 
to  make  his  home.  He  has  been  a  memlier  of  the 
school  board  for  eight  years,  belongs  to  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Malinda  Brewer 
took  place  in  1SG8,  she  being  a  daughter  of  John 
and  Merinda  (White)  Brewer.  She  was  born  in 
Illinois,  and  by  Mr.  Jesse  is  the  mother  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Edward,  William,  Mary,  Palina, 
Joseph,  Elmer,  Birlie  and  Alice.  The  last  two  are 
twins. 

George  B.  Johnson,  manager  and  principal 
stockholder,  also  secretarj- and  treasui'er  of  Hastings 
Electric  Light  &  Power  Company,  was  born  in 
Owego,  N.  Y.,  November  20,  1862,  and  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Caroline  (Herrick)  Johnson.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  Empire  State,  and  died  in 
Hastings,  Neb. ,  in  1886,  at  the  age  of  sixty-seven 

j  years.  The  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  now  a  resident  of  Hastings,  and  is  sixtj'-faur 
years  of  age.  George  B.  Johnson  was  the  sixth  of 
eight  children  by  his  father's  second  marriage,  and 
received  a  common  school  education.      The  family 

1  moved  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  in  1876,  and  George  B. 
assisted  his  father  in  the  duties  of  the  farm  until 
twentj--one  years  of  age,  after  which  he  engaged  in 
the  grain  business  in  the  employ  of  H.  M.  Oliver  & 
Co. ,  and  later  with  W.  M.  Vastine.  In  the  fall  of 
1886  he  embarked  in  the  business  for  himself,  and 
continued  the  same  until  1889,  being  very  success- 
ful. In  1887  he  also  engaged  in  his  present  busi- 
ness which  has,  through  his  untiring  efforts,  been 
lirought  up  from  one  of  no  consequence  and  loss  of 
money  to  a  thriving  and  successful  standard.  It  is 
now  a  well  established  plant.  Mr.  Johnson  selected 
as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Anna  Cook,  of  New 
York,  who  became  his  wife  in  1886.  They  have 
one  child,  Irene  Lois.  Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  progres- 
sive citizens  of  Hastings,  and  a  man  of  unusual 
business  abilitv. 


William  A.  Jones,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb. ,  came  originaUj*  from  Middlesex  County, 
Conn. ,  where  his  birth  occun-ed  in  1830.  He  is  the 
son  of  William  B.  and  Caroline  (Stark)  Jones,  na- 
tives of  Connecticut.  The  father  followed  agricul- 
tural and  mechanical  pursuits  all  his  life  in  Connect- 
icut, and  died  in  that  State  in  1877.  The  mother 
died  many  years  ago.  William  A.  Jones  attained 
his  growth  in  his  native  State,  and  there  received 
the  rudiments  of  an  education.  Subsequently  he 
attended  Williston  Seminary,  East  Hampton,  Mass. , 
and  also  attended  commercial  school  under  the 
tutelage  of  Nicholas  Harris,  at  Hartford,  Conn.  He 
was  then  engaged  as  secretary  and  treasurer  of  a 
manufacturing  company  at  Torrington,  Conn. ,  re- 
maining there  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1856  he 
moved  to  Knox  County,  111.,  locating  at  Altona, 
where  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school.  After 
remaining  thus  employed  for  six  years  he  moved  t<3 
Toulon,  Stark  County,  where  he  taught  one  year. 
He  then  returned  to  Altona,  where,  in  1864,  he  was 
appointed  superintendent  of  Aurora  schools,  remain- 
ing in  that  capacity  for  six  years  and  giving  excel- 
lent satisfaction.  Mr.  Jones  was  married  in  Litch- 
field County,  Conn.,  in  1852,  to  Miss  Caroline  E. 
Wilson,  a  native  of  that  country,  and  the  daughter  of 
Darius  and  Clarissa  (Treadway)  Wilson,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  Mr.  Wilson  was  a  mechanic  by  trade, 
was  married  in  Connecticut,  and  in  1860  moved  to 
Knox  Count}',  111.  He  and  wife  both,  died  at  the  age 
of  eighty  years,  he  in  1880  and  she  in  1881.  The 
maternal  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Jones,  Aurelia  (Gil- 
lette) Treadway,  remembered  seeing  Gens.  Wash- 
ington and  Lafayette.  The  maternal  grandfather  of 
Mr.  Jones  was  Stark  by  name,  and  he  was  a  de- 
scendant of  Gen.  Stark.  In  1870  Mr.  Jones  was 
elected  president  of  the  Indiana  State  Normal  School 
at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  He  was  the  original  organizer 
of  the  same.  He  remained  with  this  institution 
until  1880,  when  he  resigned.  Although  it  started 
with  an  enrollment  of  sixteen  pupils,  at  the  above 
mentioned  date  it  numbered  600,  and  was  in  a  flour- 
ishing condition  when  Mr  Jones  resigned.  In  1883 
Mr.  Jones  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  where  he 
has  since  made  his  home.  He  talies  an  interest  in 
politics.      His  first  presidential  vote  was   cast   for 
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Gt'ii.  Scott,  Whig.  He  voted  with  the  Republican 
part}'  from  its  formation  until  1888,  when,  accord- 
ing to  conviction,  he  became  a  free  trader,  A'oted 
with  the  Democratic  partj'  and  was  a  candidate  for 
State  Senator.  By  his  marriage  Mr.  Jones  became 
the  father  of  five  children  (four  living):  Mary  Eliza- 
l)eth,  died  in  Indiana  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years; 
Walter,  marricil,  and  resides  in  Hall  County,  Neb. ; 
Winthrop,  Albert  and  Carrie,  at  home.  Mr.  Jones 
takes  an  interest  in  educational  affairs,  and  his  chil- 
dren have  had  the  advantages  afforded  by  good 
schools.  He  is  one  of  the  progressive  farmers  and 
stock  raisers  of  the  county,  and  is  universally  re- 
spected. When  he  first  came  to  Adams  Count}', 
Neb.,  Mr.  Jones  purchased  320  acres  of  land  with 
250  acres  under  cultivation,  and  to  this  he  has  since 
added  160,  making  480  acres  in  this  and  Hall 
Counties.  He  has  made  manj'  improvements  in  the 
way  of  buildings,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  the  dairy 
business.  His  barns  will  shelter  100  head  of  cattle 
and  twenty  head  of  horses. 

Thomas  T.  Jones,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Paul- 
ine, Neb.  Among  those  who  have  been  a  witness 
to  the  growth  and  development  of  the  country  in 
the  last  seventeen  years  stands  the  name  of  Thomas 
T.  Jones,  who  settled  on  a  tract  of  land,  160  acres, 
on  Section  30,  Little  Blue  Township,  on  March  10, 
1873.  He  erected  a  dug  out  and  sod  house  com- 
bined, and  commenced  improving  his  place.  He 
was  born  in  Wales  in  1846,  and  was  the  eldest  in  a 
family  of  eight  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Thomas  T. ,  Sr. ,  and  Ellen  (Owens)  Jones,  natives  of 
England  and  Wales,  respectively.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  and  laborer,  and  remained  in  the  old 
country  until  1881,  when  he  came  to  Adams 
Count}',  Neb.,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1884. 
The  mother  resides  with  our  subject.  The  latter, 
wlien  a  boy,  was  a  farm  laborer,  and  later  was  en- 
gaged in  slate  quan-ying.  Previous  to  coming  to 
the  United  States,  on  August  14,  1869,  he  was 
man-ied  in  Wales  to  Miss  Margaret  Davies,  a  native 
of  that  country,  and  the  daughter  of  Pierce  and 
Jane  (Williams)  Davies,  also  natives  of  Wales. 
Her  father,  when  a  young  man,  worked  in  the  slate 
quarries,  and  later  became  manager  and  slate  mer- 
chant.     He  died  in  Wales,   in  July,   1882.       The 


mother  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Wales.  Thomas 
T.  Jones,  Jr.,  in  June,  1871,  took  passage  on  a 
steamer  at  Liverpool,  England,  and  after  a  pleasant 
voyage  of  ten  days  landed  at  New  York,  and  from 
there  went  to  Iowa  Citj',  Johnson  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  engaged  at  farm  labor.  There  he  re- 
mained until  coming  to  Nebraska  as  before  men-' 
tioned.  He  has  added  to  his  farm  from  to  time, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  560  acres,  all  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  and  has  it  nearly  all  paid  for. 
He  is  also  engaged  in  raising  a  good  grade  of  stock, 
and  fattened  a  car  load  last  year.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can and  is  active  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the 
board  of  supervisors,  and  is  now  serving  his  third 
term,  two  in  succession.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  their  district, 
and  are  much  esteemed  members  of  the  same.  To 
their  union  have  been  born  nine  children,  six  now 
living:  Thomas,  Jennie,  David,  Nellie,  Ann  and 
Pierce.  Three  died  in  infancy.  Mr.  Jones  passed 
through  the  grasshopper  raids  of  1874  and  1875, 
and  evcrydiinii  ludlicil  disccuiraging,  but  he  was  not 
aman  lo  1m- (lish.Mitriir,!.  Mc  kept  at  work  and  is 
now  eiijiiyiiig  the  fruits  of  his  lalior. 

Campbell  D.  Jones,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
Blue  Hill,  Neb.  The  career  of  Mr.  Jones  illustrates 
to  a  marked  degree  what  can  be  accomplished  where 
the  qualities  of  industry  and  close  application  are 
supported  by  a  willful  determination  to  move  forward 
in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  and  a  willingness  to  do 
himself  what  others  might  leave  for  some  one  else 
to  perform.  Born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  in 
March,  1852,  Mr.  Jones  is  the  son  of  Charles  and 
Sarah  (Oliver)  Jones,  natives  of  Pennsylvania  and 
New  Jersey,  respectively.  The  father  was  a  suc- 
cessful farmer  and  moved  to  Knox  County,  111., 
where  he  located  in  1861.  He  was  a  contractor  on 
the  railroad,  and  died  about  1862.  The  mother 
died  about  1872.  Campbell  D.  Jones  was  reared 
and  educated  in  Illinois,  and  from  there  moved  to 
Nebraska  in  1872,  where  he  homesteaded  a  fai-m. 
He  was  one  of  the  first  to  take  a  claim  in  Silver 
Lake  Township,  and  he  afterwai'd  went  to  Saline 
Township,  where  he  remained  about  five  months. 
He  then  returned  to  his  claim  and  in  1873  put  perma- 
nent improvements  on  the  place  which  he  has  made 
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his  home  ever  since.  He  has  160  acres  all  well 
cultivated,  and  has  the  requisites  for  a  comforta- 
ble and  happy  home.  He  had  about  fifty  acres  in 
corn  last  year  aud  forty  acres  in  small  grain.  He 
was  married  in  Adams  County  December  26,  1880, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Mattock,  daughter  of  Robert  Mattock, 
and  a  native  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich. ,  although  she 
was  reared  principally  in  Iowa,  and  was  but  fourteen 
years  of  age  when  she  came  to  Nebraska.  To  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jones  were  born  three 
children:  Katie,  Ernest  and  Robert  R. 

James  C.  Kay,  a  leading  citizen  of  the  ' '  Queen 
City"  was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  and  like 
all  his  countrymen  he  possesses  an  unlimited  amount 
of  pluck  and  enterprise.  His  birth  occun-ed  June 
23,  1826,  he  being  a  son  of  John  and  Ann  (Cousins) 
Kay,  who  were  also  born  in  England,  in  1776  and 
1780,  and  died  in  New  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1857 
and  1862,  respectivelj'.  .  James  C.  Kay  is  the  tenth 
of  their  eleven  children  and  is  the  only  one  now 
living.  In  the  year  of  1846  he  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  aud  for  almost  one  year  he  was  a 
resident  of  York  State,  after  which  he  removed 
to  Connecticut,  where  he  made  his  home  for  about 
eleven  yeai-s,  learning  the  moulder's  trade  in  the 
meantime.  In  1857  he  came  West,  or  to  what  was 
then  the  West,  and  purchased  a  farm  in  Lafayette 
County,  Wis. ,  and  was  there  actively  and  success- 
fully engaged  in  tiUiug  the  soil  until  1881,  when  he 
came  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  having  previously  purchased 
property  here.  He  has  been  activelj'  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  real  estate  since  his  sojourn  in 
Hastings,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  two  excellent 
farms  in  Adams  County,  near  Hastings,  besides  nine 
houses,  twentj'-one  improved  lots,  an  interest  in  two 
of  the  leading  business  houses  in  the  cit\-,  and  one- 
half  section  near  Culbertson.  He  has  made  his  own 
waj'  in  life  and  his  start  was  obtained  by  working 
in  a  foundry.  He  is  one  of  the  most  enterprising 
men  of  Adams  County,  and  is  highly  esteemed  by 
all.  In  1888-89  he  was  a  member  of  the  Adams 
Count}'  board  of  supervisors,  and  took  a  leading  part 
in  the  affairs  of  that  bod}',  and  to  him  must  be  ac- 
credited the  fii'st  work  in  the  erection  of  the  Adams 
County  court  house.  In  1854  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Caroline  Burgess,  who  was  born  in  England, 


January  10,  1830,  and  was  brought  to  the  United 
States  in  1848.  They  have  seven  children:  Harriet 
E. ,  James  B. ,  Henry  D.,  Albert  U. ,  Charles  F., 
Ida  S.  and  Minnie  H.  A  son,  John  W. ,  died  in 
1881  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  Mr.  Kay  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views,  aud  in 
1874  was  made  a  Mason  at  Darlington,  Wis. ,  and 
became  a  Knight  Templar  in  Mount  Nebo  Com- 
mander}' in  Hastings  in  1883,  being  present  at  the 
Masonic  conclave  which  was  held  in  Washington, 
D.  C,  in  the  fall  of  1889.  He  also  Ijelongs  to  the 
I.  O.  0.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P. 

Alvin  H.  Keller,  pharmacist  and  physician,  was 
born  in  Clarion  County,  Pa.,  April  4,  1853,  aud  is 
a  son  of  William  Keller,  who  was  born  in  1818,  also 
in  the  ••  Keystone  State,"  and  died  there  in  1883. 
His  wife,  formerly  Catherine  Kratzer,  is  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  born  in  1832,  and  is  now  a  resident  of 
McCook,  Neb.  After  attending  the  public  schools 
for  some  time  Dr.  Keller  became  a  student  in  the 
Clarion  Institute,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years 
began  ser^■ing  an  apprenticeship  at  the  drug  busi- 
ness in  Oil  City,  Pa. ,  and  after  acquiring  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  business  he  had  charge  of  a  drug 
store  in  Philadelphia  for  six  years.  Here,  in  1876, 
he  graduated  from  the  Philadelphia  School  of 
Pharmacy,  and  the  following  year  took  a  special 
course  in  physics  and  clinics  in  the  same  city.  In 
1879  he  determined  to  see  what  change  of  location 
would  do  for  him  in  the  way  of  acquiring  wealth, 
and  he  accordingly  came  to  Nebraska  and  took  up 
his  abode  iu  Sutton,  where  he  conducted  a  success- 
ful business  for  two  years.  He  next  entered  the 
Omaha  Medical  College,  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1883;  then  returned  to  Sutton,  continuing  his 
former  occupation,  and  built  up  an  extensive  and 
paying  trade.  He,  however,  disposed  of  his  stock 
of  goods  in  1885  and  located  in  Hastings,  and  in 
addition  to  carrying  on  a  drug  store  has  been  en- 
gaged in  practicing  medicine  for  the  past  three  years , 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  urine  analysis  and  the 
analysis  of  well  and  spring  water.  He  is  considered 
one  of  the  best  chemists  in  the  State,  and  has  com- 
piled chai-ts  of  chemistry  and  phai-macy,  materia 
medica  and  perpetual  clinical  index.  He  is  the 
orginator  of  the  Keller  Medicine  Compan\-,  and  is 
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one  of  the  foremost  members  of  the  medical  fra- 
ternity in  Adams  County,  and  keeps  thoroughly 
apace  with  the  times,  being  a  warm  advocate  of 
farther  advancement  in  the  science.  He  is  a  Ee- 
publican.  In  1880  he  was  married  to  Miss  Martha 
E.  Brown,  bj'  whom  he  has  two  children:  Edith  M. 
and  Samuel  A. 

William  M.  Kelle}-,  farmer  and  stockman,  Ayr. 
Xeb.  "William  M.  Kelley,  whose  life  has  been  an 
active  one,  and  who  has  by  his  "own  industry  and  in- 
telligent management  secured  a  substantial  footing 
among  the  citizens  of  this  community,  was  born  in 
Cass  County,  Ind. ,  in  1844,  and  there  he  received  a 
fairlv  good  education.  His  parents,  John  P.  and 
^largaret  M.  (Pajne)  Kelley,  were  natives  of  the 
Buckej-e  State.  The  father  was  born  in  1816,  and 
was  a  cabinet  maker  In'  trade,  which  occupation  he 
continued,  in  connection  with  the  carpenter  ti'ade, 
until  his  death,  which  occun-ed  in  Nebraska  in  1S7G, 
whither  he  had  moved  in  1871.  He  was  a  successful 
business  man  and  was  a  man  who  held  a  number  of 
public  offices  in  Stark  County,  Ind.  The  mother 
(lied  in  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  in  1889.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  he  was  a  Uni- 
versalist.  Their  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Harriet  (deceased),  Samuel,  William  M. ,  Sarah  and 
Scott.  William  M.  Kelley  started  out  in  the  battle 
of  life  for  himself  in  1866,  and  the  j-ear  following 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Speelmon,  the  daughter 
of  Peter  Speelmon,  of  Indiana.  Mr.  Kelley  followed 
cutting  timber  in  Indiana  until  1871,  and  then  emi- 
grated to  Nebraska,  and  was  one  of  the  very  first 
settlers  of  Adams  County.  He  entered  160  acres  of 
land,  and  in  connection  with  farming  hunted  and 
trapped  for  the  first  six  or  seven  years  after  coming 
to  the  State.  This  he  found  paid  him  well.  The 
last  buffalo  Mr.  Kelley  shot  in  Adams  County  was 
in  1874.  He  has  killed  many  antelopes  and  trapped 
heaver,  mink  and  otter.  His  married  life  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children:  Marion,  Philip, 
Wilbur,  Hartford,  Winnifred  and  Lena.  Mr.  Kelley 
is  a  Democrat  and  takes  a  great  interest  in  political 
matters.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  Ijoard 
in  District  No.  9 ,  Zero  Township,  and  as  a  matter 
of  course  is  interested  in  educational  afl'airs.  He 
has  witnessed  the  entire  growth  of  the  country,  and 


has  seen  it  change  from  a  wilderness  inhabited  by 
Indians  to  its  pri'sciit  piospcn.us  (■(nulitinn.  In  1872 
he  shot  a  butlal..  in  his  .1,m.i-\  anl.  Mliout  thirty  feet 
from  where  his  house  stands.  lie  is  one  of  the 
wide-awake  farmers  of  the  communitj^  has  his  farm 
well  stocked  and  has  a  fine  orchard,  together  with 
plenty  of  small  fruit.  During  1888  he  farmed  275 
acres  of  land,  and  in  1889,  330  acres.  Mr.  Kelley 
is  a  natural  musician  and  is  a  fine  performer  on  the 
violin.  His  children  all  inherit  a  taste  for  music. 
and  they  have  an  orchestra  in  their  familj'  of  five 
pieces.  He  is  taking  pains  to  give  each  of  his  chil- 
dren a  good  musical  education. 

James  jM.  Kent,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Kent 
&  Courtright,  of  Kenesaw,  Neb. ,  and  one  of  the 
prominent  business  men  of  that  place,  was  origin- 
ally from  Kendall  County,  111. ,  where  his  birth 
occurred  in  December,  1844.  He  passed  his  boj'- 
hood  days  with  his  parents,  and  as  they  were  pio- 
neers of  two  States  his  educational  advantages  were 
limited.  Upon  obtaining  his  majority  he  began 
farming,  and  in  1873  came  to  Nebraska  in  compan}' 
with  his  two  brothers,  taking  up  a  claim  near  Kene- 
saw. He  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land, 
and  is  one  of  the  progi-essive  and  enterprising  men 
of  the  county.  In  the  fall  of  the  last  mentioned 
year  he  brought  his  family  out,  and  from  that  time 
up  to  1883  he  resided  on  this  farm.  He  then  re- 
moved to  Kenesaw  and  became  a  member  of  the 
present  firm,  purchasing  the  livery  business  of  J. 
G.  Hayzlett,  the  pioneer  liveryman  of  Kenesaw. 
Mr.  Kent  is  a  member  of  the  town  boai-d,  has  served 
as  constable  and  deputy  shcrill'  ol'  Ailaiiis  County, 
and  is  a  man  who  takes  a  tlcep  intrrcst  in  all  general 
improvement,  especially  in  educational  matters.  In 
1871  he  was  married  to  ?Iiss  Henrietta  L.  Courts 
right,  a  native  of  Clinton  County,  Iowa,  and  the 
result  of  this  union  has  been  six  children,  one  son 
and  five  daughters:  Estella  V.,  born  in  Cedar 
County,  Iowa;  Mary  E. ,  Hattie  H. ,  Jessie  R.  M. , 
James  M.  and  Pearl  L. ,  born  in  Adams  Count}-, 
Neb.  Mr.  Kent  is  the  son  of  ex-Senator  J.  M. 
Kent,  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  and  his  wife,  Mary 
{iiee  Fergusson).  The  parents  first  located  in  Ohio; 
in  1842  they  moved  to  where  Piano  now  stands 
in  Illinois,  and  in  1852  moved  from  there  to  Iowa, 
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and  located  in  Cedar  County,   upon    the  farm    he 
now  owns. 

Darwin  C.  Kerr  is  one  of  the  intelligent  and  well 
posted  men  of  Adams  Couutj,  and  since  1883  has 
been  the  owner  of  the  Gen.  Bowen  homestead,  which 
comprises  164  acres,  and  is  situated  one-half  mile 
from  Juniata.  He  was  born  in  Lancaster,  Erie 
Countj-,  N.  Y.,  September  9,  1833,  and  is  the  sixth 
of  nine  children,  five  now  living,  born  to  Moses  and 
Naomi  (Sprague)  Kerr,  who  were  born  in  Scotland 
and  Rhode  Island  in  1800  and  1803,  and  died  in 
Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  and  Illinois,  in  1854  and  1879, 
respectivelj'.  When  quite  a  lad  the  father  emigrated 
from  his  native  land  to  Canada,  and  a  short  time 
later  settled  in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  a  farmer,  and  spent  the  rest 
of  his  daj-s.  Darwin  C.  Kerr  received  a  common 
school  education,  but  being  of  an  enterprising  dis- 
position he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the 
West,  and  in  1854  emigrated  to  Minnesota,  thence 
to  Iowa,  from  there  to  Missouri,  and  from  there  to 
Parke  County,  Ind.,  where,  in  June,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Fourteenth  Indiana  Volun- 
teer Infantrj-,  and  served  until  December,  1862, 
when  he  was  discharged  on  account  of  physical  dis- 
ability. After  regaining  some  of  his  wonted 
strength  he  became  an  employe  of  the  Chicago, 
Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad,  first  as  station  agent 
at  St.  Augustine,  111.,  then  at  Riverside,  next  at 
Avon,  ansl  still  later  at  Galva.  He  was  connected 
with  the  railway  service  for  eighteen  years,  and  was 
one  of  the  popular  emploj-es  of  the  Burlington  road 
for  many  j'ears.  After  giving  up  his  work  he 
farmed  in  Illinois  for  two  years,  after  which  he  came 
to  Adams  County,  Neb.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  during  1888-89  was  a  member  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors,  and  discharged  his 
duties  in  a  highly  efficient  manner.  He  was  made  a 
Mason  at  Avon.  Ill,  in  1866,  joined  the  I.  0.  O.  F. 
in  Aurora,  N.  Y. ,  in  1854,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  October  8,  1865,  he  married  Miss 
M.B.yertrees,a  native  of  Pike  Count}-,  111.,  born  No- 
vember 3,  1839.  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Nancy 
(Bradburj-)  Vertrees,  natives,  respectively,  of  Ken- 
tucky and  Ohio.  The  father  now  resides  in  Gales- 
burg,  111.,  aged  seventy-eight  years,  but  the  mother 


died  in  1887  at  the  age  of  seventy-three.  To  ^Ir. 
and  Sirs.  Kerr  the  following  children  have  ))een 
born:  Mary  E.,  born  at  Avon,  111.,  September  15, 
1866;  Frank  V.,  born  at  Avon,  November  16.  1867, 
died  at  Avon  March  6,  1869;  Kate  L..  born  at 
Galva,  111. ,  October  6,  1869,  now  the  wife  of  C.  F. 
Rojce,  and  Charles,  who  was  born  in  Galva,  Decem- 
ber 17,  1871.  Mrs.  Kerr  is  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church. 

Charles  Frederick  Keutzer,  general  merchant. 
This  gentleman  is  identified  with  the  business  inter- 
ests of  Adams  County,  and  is  a  man  of  much  en- 
erg3',  push  and  enterprise.  He  was  born  in  Hesse 
Darmstadt,  Germany,  near  Frankfort-ou-the-Main, 
December  13,  1849,  being  a  son  of  Jacob  and 
Elizabeth  (Hepting)  Keutzer,  who  came  to  America 
in  1864,  and  made  a  home  in  'Peru,  111.,  where 
their  death  occurred  Feliruary  5,  1872,  and  July 
16,  1871,  respectiveh',  both  being  earnest  members 
of  the  Reformed  Evangelical  Church  at  the  time  of 
their  demise.  The  father  was  a  merchant  tailor  by 
occupation,  and  upon  his  death  left  tsvo  sons: 
Charles  F. ,  the  subject  of  this  liiogi-aphy,  and  John 
George,  who  died  in  his  twentj'-eighth  year  at  Peru. 
A  half-sister,  Caroline  Yost,  now  Mrs.  Keutzer, 
resides  near  that  place.  Charles  Frederick  Keutzer 
received  a  fair  English  education,  and  in  his  youth 
acquired  a  thorough  knowledge  of  merchandising. 
After  following  the  occupation  of  agriculture  iu 
Illinois,  until  1878,  he  came  to  Adams  County. 
Neb.,  and  continued  this  calling  until  September, 
1889,  when  he  left  his  farm  to  engage  in  merchan- 
dising in  Holstein,  and  here  has  built  up  a  good 
trade.  He  was  married  in  Peru,  September  28, 
1871,  to  Miss  Mary  Annie  Peters,  a  daughter  of 
Christian  and  Mary  (Mueller)  Peters,  both  natives  of 
Germany,  and  by  her  became  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  Oscar  George,  a  student  in  a  com- 
mercial college;  Ottillia  Rosina,  Orwin  Charles, 
Olinda  Louisa,  Ora  Belle,  Otto  Henr}-,  Gustav  and 
Olga  Augusta.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keutzer  attend  differ- 
ent churches,  but  in  reality  are  believers  in  the  doe- 
trine  of  the  Reformed  Evangelical  Church.  3Ir. 
Keutzer  has  served  on  the  school  board  of  his  dis- 
trict for  many  years,  and  has  been  justice  of  the 
peace  two  years,  besides  holding  a  number  of  other 
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local  offices  of  trust.  lie  is  a  member  of  the  Blue 
Lodge  in  the  Masonic  fraternity-,  and  also  belongs 
to  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America. 

Matthew  Klein,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Rose- 
land,  Neb.  Among  the  many  representative  citi- 
zens of  foreign  birth  in  the  county,  none  are  more 
respected  and  esteemed  than  Mr.  Klein,  who  owes 
his  nativity  to  Prussia,  Germany,  where  his  birth 
oceuiTed  on  February  2,  1843.  He  is  the  son  of 
Nick  Klein,  a  native  of  Prussia,  who  was  mamed  in 
the  old  countrj-  to  Miss  Barbara  Klein,  also  a 
native  of  Prussia.  The  family  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1873,  located  in  Ohio,  where  they 
remained  for  several  years,  and  then  moved  to  Kan- 
sas, locating  at  Beloit,  Mitchell  County.  There  the 
father  died  in  1889,  respected  and  esteemed  by  all 
who  knew  him.  The  mother  is  still  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  Ohio.  Matthew  Klein  was 
reared  in  Prussia,  and  learned  the  trade  of  mason 
and  plasterer  after  coming  to  the  States,  whither  he 
had  emigrated  in  1864.  He  first  located  in  Lake 
County,  Ind.,  but  in  1868  went  to  Chicago,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade  for  nine  years.  He  was 
there  during  the  great  fire  in  1871 ,  and  six  years 
later  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb.  He  located 
first  in  Hastings,  where  he  resided  for  about  four 
years,  working  at  his  trade,  and  then,  in  1881, 
moved  out  to  his  place  which  he  had  bought  when 
first  coming  there.  He  has  320  acres  of  fine  land, 
all  in  one  tract  and  under  a  good  state  of  cultiva- 
tion. He  has  a  comfortable  home  and  all  the  con- 
veniences necessarj-  to  carry  on  the  same.  He  was 
mamed  in  Hastings,  Neb.,  in  1881,  to  Miss  Katie 
George,  a  native  of  Prussia,  where  she  was  reared. 
To  them  have  been  born  seven  children:  John, 
Mary,  Katie,  Mattie,  Nick,  Anna  and  Barbary. 
JMr.  and  Mrs.  Klein  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

AV.  Klingaman,  farmer,  Pauline,  Neb.  Mr. 
Klingaman,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Little 
Blue  Township,  and  a  man  universally  respected  by 
all  acquainted  with  him,  owes  his  nativity  to  Colum- 
l^ia  County-,  Pa. ,  where  his  birth  occuiTed  in  1837, 
and  remained  on  his  father's  farm  until  nineteen 
years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Philadeljihia,  where 
he   learned    the    carriage-maker's   trade,    and   from 


there,  in  1860,  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  settling 
near  Columbus  City,  Iowa,  where  he  continued  his 
trade.  He  was  united  in  marriage  at  Lisbon,  Linn 
Countj',  Iowa,  to  Miss  Marj^  A.  Bussard,  in  1863. 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Catherine  (Gotshalk)  Bussard,  natives  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  father  is  a  minister  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal faith,  and  quite  a  prominent  man.  He  moved  to 
Louisa  County,  Iowa,  in  1856,  and  settled  in  Colum- 
bus Cit}'  Township,  in  1863  going  to  Lisbon,  Linn 
County.  From  that  time  he  devoted  all  his  time 
and  talents  to  the  ministry.  He  is  now  located  at 
Independence,  Iowa.  The  mother  died  at  Spring 
Run,  Iowa,  in  1878.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Kling- 
aman enlisted,  at  that  place,  on  December  4,  1863, 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Burlington,  Iowa.  He  was  assigned 
to  the  Western  department,  and  was  engaged  in  sev- 
eral hard  fought  battles,  serving  under  Gens.  Steele, 
Conbj-,  Washburn  and  the  famous  Gen.  Custer.  He 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Austin,  Texas,  in  Feli- 
ruary,  1866.  Mr.  Klingaman  crossed  the  gulf  to 
New  Orleans,  thence  by  river  to  Davenport,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  mustered  out  and  received  his  dis- 
charge. After  this  he  came  to  Adams  County  in 
1876,  where  he  entered  a  tract  of  land  and  set  out  a 
good  orchard,  at  first  living  in  a  house  built  of  logs 
and  sod,  but  has  now  erected  a  good  and  substantial 
frame  building.  He  owns  247  acres  of  land,  and  is 
engaged  in  the  raising  of  stock.  He  is  also  one  of 
the  owners  of  a  cheese  factory,  which  he  is  engaged 
in  running  at  Le  Roy,  and  which  is  a  very  fine  thing 
for  the  farming  community.  During  the  year  1889 
3Ir.  Klingaman  manufac  ured  26,000  pounds  of 
cheese.  He  is  not  active  in  politics  but  votes  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  township  treas- 
urer for  two  years.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  was  a  member  of  the  school 
board  for  some  time.  ■  He  is  a  meml  ler  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  Post  at  Ayr,  being  one  of  the  charter  members, 
and  he  is  a  strong  temperance  advocate.  He  and 
wife  are  Evangelical  in  belief.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  Hastings  Lodge  No.  50.  To 
his  man-iage  were  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  now  living:  Oliver,  engaged  in  the  agricultural 
implement  businesss  at  Blue  Hill,  Neb. ;  Laura,  now 
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Mrs.  A.  D.  McNeer,  of  Blue  Hill,  Neb.;  Joseph,  in 
San  Francisco,  Cal. ;  Charles,  Wesle}',  Burt,  Frank, 
who  died  in  1884  at  the  age  of  five  j'ears;  Lloyd 
Garfield,  Raymond  Bliss  and  Fred.  Mr.  Klingaman 
came  to  Nebraska  with  very  limited  means,  and  has 
made  all  his  property  b}'  his  own  pluck  and  industry. 
When  he  first  settled  in  Adams  County,  Hastings 
contained  but  two  or  three  small  stores  and  no  bank. 
He  mortgaged  his  team  the  first  year  for  a  sack  of 
flour,  but  since  then  he  has  surmounted  all  obstacles 
and  is  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  He  was  the 
seventh  son  of  twelve  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Jacob  and  Lydia  (Furry)  Klingaman,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  a  millwright  and  a 
bridge  caipenter,  and  worked  for  the  railroad,  erect- 
ing bridges.  He  moved  to  Ohio  in  1845,  in  Auglaize 
County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil. 
He  was  killed  by  a  runaway  team.  The  mother 
died  in  the  Keystone  State  in  1842. 

John  Kohl,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Among  the  many  prominent  citizens  of  for- 
eign birth  now  residing  in  Adams  County,  very  few, 
if  any,  are  more  respected  than  Mr.  Kohl,  who  was 
originally  from  Rhineshire,  Germany.  His  mother 
died  when  he  was  j'oung  and  his  father  died  in  Illi- 
nois, in  1889.  The  latter,  Jacob  Kohl,  emigrated  to 
the  United  States,  and  settled  in  Boston  in  1852,  but 
moved  from  there  one  year  later  and  settled  in  Mar- 
shall County,  near  Lacon,  111.  Of  the  seven  chil- 
dren born  to  his  marriage,  John  is  the  eldest,  then 
Charlej-,  Jacob,  died  in  1875;  Fred,  Henry,  Michael 
and  August.  John  Kohl  was  born  in  the  old  coun- 
trj-  in  1842,  and  was  nine  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  came  to  the  United  States.  He  secured  a 
fair  education  in  the  schools  of  Boston ,  Mass. ,  and 
in  1859  emigrated  with  his  parents  to  Illinois.  He 
began  to  fight  life's  battles  for  himself  in  1863 
as  an  agriculturist,  and  was  married,  in  Illinois,  in 
1871,  to  Miss  Mary  Roth,  a  native  of  Woodford 
County,  111.,  and  the  daughter  of  Christopher  Roth. 
The  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  four  living  chil- 
dren: Charley  A.,  Frank  F. ,  Anna  M.  and  Clara  E. 
They  lost  two,  Minnie  and  Elizabeth.  Mr.  Kohl 
emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  1875,  bought  eighty  acres 
of  land,  and  in  1889  increased  this  by  an  addition  of 
160  acres  of  excellent  prairie  land.      He  is  one  of 


the  progressive  farmers  of  the  county  and  owes  his 
success  to  his  own  industiT  and  perseverance.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  they  are  active  workers.  lEe  is  a 
Democrat  in  his  political  views.  He  is  interested  in 
educational  matters,  and  has  been  moderator  for  the 
school  district  in  District  No.  8. 

Mortimer  N.  Kress,  is  a  resident  of  Aj-r,  Nelx 
There  are  a  number  of  men  prominently  identified 
with  the  growth  and  prosperitj^  of  the  count3',  but 
none  among  them  are  more  deserving  of  mention 
than  Mortimer  N.  Kress.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Williamsport,  Lycoming  County,  Pa.,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1841,  and  as  early  as  1865  he 
moved  to  Colorado,  where  the  stirring  life  he  ex- 
perienced on  the  plains  is  faithfully  outlined  in  an- 
other part  of  this  volume.  He  was  a  great  hunter 
and  trapper,  and  although  he  killed  his  last  buffalo 
in  Adams  Countj-,  Neb. ,  in  1873,  he  still  continued 
to  hunt  and  trap  in  Kansas,  Colorado  and  Texas  to 
1880.  He  has  spent  seventeen  years  of  his  life  on 
the  plains,  and  as  might  naturall}'  be  supposed  he 
has  seen  some  exciting  and  stirring  times.  Many 
and  interesting  are  the  stories  related  by  this  gentle- 
man of  the  seventeen  years  spent  by  him  on  the 
plains,  where  his  bed  at  night  was  either  in  the 
shadow  of  a  camp-fire  or  frequentlj-  under  the  starry 
canopy  of  heaven.  He  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  in 
conversation,  and  is  well  known  and  respected 
among  the  old  settlers  of  Nebraska  to-day.  At  the 
time  of  the  trouble  with  the  Indians  in  1873  he  took 
quite  a  prominent  part,  and  his  name  was  in  all  the 
papers  of  the  country.  In  1880  he  gave  up  his 
nomadic  habits,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Helen  Moote,  whose  acquaintance  he  had  made 
while  on  a  trip  to  Canada  after  coming  west.  She 
was  the  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Marj'  A.  Moote,  of 
Canada.  After  marriage  Mr.  Kress  ran  a  livery  barn 
and  hotel  at  Ayr,  besides  a  store,  and  for  some 
j^ears  past  thej-  have  resided  in  that  village.  Thej- 
are  the  parents  of  two  children:  Lena  and  Guy. 
Mrs.  Kress  is  a  member  of  tlie  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Kress  is  a  stanch  Repulili- 
cau,  and  is  interested  in  all  the  affairs  of  the  county. 
He  is  a  charter  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at 
Ayr,  and  is  at  present  the  (-haplain.      He  was  elected 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 


assessor  ol  Ayr  Township  in  1889.  ^Ir.  Kress  was 
the  first  settler  in  the  county,  and  has  been  a  wit- 
ness to  the  rapid  development  of  the  same  up  to  the 
present  time.  As  a  hunter  and  trapper  he  is  of 
more  than  local  repute,  and  is  acquainted  with  every 
foot  of  land  for  miles  around.  He  is  at  present  liv- 
ing in  retirement  in  Aj'r. 

F.  W.  Laufear,  manager  of  the  grain  firm  of 
Oliver  &  Baker,  Hansen,  Neb,  Although  Mr.  Lan- 
fear  in  his  active  career  thus  far  during  life  has  not, 
perhaps,  amassed  the  wealth  that  has  fallen  to  the 
lot  of  others,  he  has  gained  to  an  unlimited  extent 
the  confidence  and  esteem  always  awarded  integrity, 
honor  and  industry.  He  was  born  in  Oneida,  Knox 
County,  111.,  in  1861,  and  came  to  Nebraska  in  the 
fall  of  1882,  where  he  entered  the  emploj'  of  the 
above  mentioned  fii-m.  He  was  married  in  Hall 
County,  Neb.,  in  May,  1887,  to  Miss  Ruby  Free- 
man, a  native  of  Illinois,  and  the  daughter  of  David 
Freeman,  who  was  originally  from  New  York.  Mr. 
Freeman  moved  from  his  native  State  to  Illinois,  and 
thence  in  an  early  day  to  Hamilton  County,  Neb., 
where  he  received  his  final  summons.  Mr.  Lanfear 
is  not  active  in  politics,  but  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican part3^  He  has  seen  a  vast  change  in  the  coun- 
try since  coming  here,  and  has  assisted  in  every 
laudable  enterprise  for  the  development  of  the 
same.  Although  young  in  years,  he  is  one  of  the 
promising  business  men  of  Hansen,  and  has  built  up 
a  good  grain  trade.  He  is  the  third  of  a  family  of 
five  children  born  to  the  union  of  William  and 
Saloma  (Carr)  Lanfear,  natives  of  New  York.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  and  followed  this  occupation  in 
his  native  State  until  1860,  when  he  moved  to  Knox 
County,  111.,  and  there  continued  his  former  pursuit. 
His  death  occurred  in  1877,  but  the  mother  is  still 
living  and  resides  in  Knox  County,  111. 

Ezra  Langevin ,  president  of  the  Wholesale  Gro- 
cery Company,  of  Hastings,  Neb.,  was  born  at  Ver- 
chere,  in  the  Province  of  Quebec,  Canada,  twenty- 
four  miles  below  Montreal,  on  the  St.  Lawrence 
River,  August  8,  1842.  His  parents,  F.  X.  and 
Catherine  (Girard)  Langevin,  were  also  born  in  Can- 
ada, the  former's  birth  occurring  in  October,  1809, 
and  his  death  in  June,  1888.  His  grandfather. 
Victor  Langevin  was  also  a  Canadian,  born  in  1749, 


and  was  a  captain  in  the  English  Army,  when  Gen. 
Montgomery  made  his  raid  into  that  country  in  1775. 
He  died  at  the  age  of  ninety-one  years.  The  great- 
grandfather was  a  Frenchman,  who  emigrated  to 
Canada  in  1737,  settling  on  a  farm  twenty-four  miles 
below  Montreal,  on  the  St.  Lawrence  River,  which 
farm  has  been  in  possession  of  the  family  up  to  the 
present  date,  a  period  of  152  years.  Ezra  LSinge- 
vin  is  the  eldest  of  ten  children,  and  resided  on  the 
old  homestead  on  the  St.  Lawrence  until  he  attained 
his  eleventh  year,  when  he  was  taken  to  St.  Hya- 
cinthe,  and  in  January,  1861,  came  to  the  United 
States,  being  a  resident  of  Fort  Edward,  New  York, 
until  1878.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided  in  Hast- 
ings, Neb. ,  and  has  since  given  his  attention  to  the 
grocery  business,  being  for  some  time  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Langevin  &  Plamondon.  Since 
the  fall  of  1889,  however,  he  has  been  iu  the 
wholesale  grocery  business  under  the  title  of  the 
Hastings  Wholesale  Grocery  Company,  which  is 
incorporated  and  has  a  capital  stock  of  $20,000. 
He  has  a  new  business  block  located  at  the  corner 
of  First  Street  and  Denver  Avenue,  which  was 
built  in  1889,  and  is  very  conveniently  arranged, 
lieing  44x49  feet.  Being  compelled  to  make 
his  own  way  in  the  world  he  has  succeeded 
admirably,  for  which  he  deserves  much  credit.  He 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  in  1886  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  from  the  First  ward,  and 
was  re-elected  in  1888,  filling  this  position  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  October  6,  1879,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Octavia  Guilmette,  who  was 
liorn  in  Assumption,  111.,  October  10,  1860,  and 
their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Arthur  (born  May  1,  1881),  Victor  (born  June  7, 
1SS2),  Agnes  (born  April  19,  1885),  and  Florence 
(born  January  15,  1890).  Mr.  Langevin  and  his 
wife  are  prominent  members  of  the  Catholic  Church. 
His  mother  was  born  in  April,  1818,  and  died  in 
Canada  in  1SG2. 

Dirk  G.  La}'  is  one  of  the  wealthy  farmers  and 
stockmen  of  Hanover  Township,  Adams  Count}', 
Neb.,  and  like  the  majority  of  native  Germans  is 
thrifj',  industrious  and  frugal.  He  was  born  in 
Hanover,  in  1832,  being  the  third  child  born  to 
Geerd  and  Geeske  (Huisenga)   Lay,  the  former  of 
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whom  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  a  man  of  excel- 
lent business  qualifications,  becoming  quite  wealthy 
by  his  successful  business  ventures.  He  died  in  his 
native  land  in  1875,  followed  b}'  his  wife  in  1878, 
both  having  been  members  of  the  Reformed  Church. 
The  names  of  their  children  are  as  follows:  Ulderk, 
Geertge,  Dirk  G. ,  Lammert,  Klaas,  Twaantje 
Geeske  and  Sarah.  Like  all  German  youths  Dirk 
G.  Lay  received  a  good  education,  and  while  still  a 
resident  of  his  native  land  was  married,  in  1858,  to 
Miss  Margaretha  Bouwmann,  by  whom  he  became 
the  father  of  the  following  children:  George  (mar- 
ried and  residing  in  Hanover  Township,  the  father  of 
four  children,  Margaret,  Menno,  Katie  and  Johan), 
Albertus  (married  and  also  residing  in  Hanover 
Township,  the  father  of  two  children,  Dirk  and 
Dena),  Lammert  (married,  a  farmer  of  Hanover 
Township),  Simeon  (who  died  in  1878),  Aalerich  and 
Katie.  Mr.  Lay  came  with  his  family  to  the  United 
States  in  1868,  and  settled  in  Illinois,  but  after  a 
nine  months'  stay  there  emigrated  to  Iowa,  and  made 
a  location  in  Grundy  County,  where  he  remamed 
six  years,  following  the  occupation  of  fanning.  In 
1874  he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  took  up 
160  acres  of  school  land  on  a  lease,  and  by  good 
management  and  strict  attention  to  every  detail  of 
farm  work,  he  has  now  in  his  possession  800  acres 
of  land,  all  well  improved.  Three  years  after  locat- 
ing here  he  bought  160  acres  at  $8  per  acre,  and 
three  years  later  purchased  another  160-acre  tract 
at  about  Sll  per  acre,  and  the  following  year  pur- 
chased 160  acres  more,  paj'iug  the  sum  of  $11  per 
acre  for  this  land  also,  and  in  1886  bought  160 
acres  at  $27.50  per  acre.  He  is  a  Republican,  a 
man  of  keen  business  foresight,  public  spirited  in 
every  respect,  and  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church,  which  he  assisted  in  organizing 
and  contributed  liberallj-  toward  building.  He  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  estimable 
wife  November  9,  1887,  and  is  still  living  with  his 
two  children,  Aalerich  and  Katie,  on  his  farm  which 
he  first  occupied. 

Peter  Lebrie,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  This  enterprising  young  agriculturalist  is 
also  numbered  among  the  substantial  and  progres- 
sive   citizens    of    the    county,    and    his    thorough 


familiaritj-  with  agricultural  pursuits  has  placed  him 
prominently  toward  the  front  among  the  farmers  of 
the  township.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Canada, 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1854,  and  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Ellen  (Hawley)  Lebrie.  The  father  was 
born  in  Canada  in  1812,  and  followed  farming  the 
principal  part  of  his  life.  To  his  marriage  were 
born  these  children  (four  of  whom  moved  to  Ne- 
braska): Phero,  Exivia,  Exalia,  Peter,  Francis, 
Frederick  and  Edmond.  Several  died  in  infancy. 
John  Lebrie  moved  to  Illinois  in  1855,  settled  in 
Christian  County  and  made  that  his  home.  Peter 
Lebrie  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Illinois,  and  in 
1874  moved  to  Adams  Count}-,  Neb. ,  where  he  now 
lives,  and  where  he  entered  160  acres  of  land,  all 
now  well  improved.  He  chose  for  his  companion  in 
life  Miss  Eliza  Ganreral,  daughter  of  Prosper  Gan- 
reral,  and  was  united  in  man-iage  to  her  in  Nebraska 
in  1878.  To  this  marriage  have  been  born  four  chil- 
dren: Henry,  Anna,  Lizzie  and  Eddie  (all  at  school). 
There  were  but  few  houses  comparatively  in  the 
county  when  he  first  settled  here,  but  many  and 
great  have  been  the  changes  since  then.  He  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  religious  and  educational  matters, 
and,  in  fact,  all  laudable  enterprises  tending  to  the 
good  of  the  county.  He  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Catholic  Church,  and  in  his  political  views  he 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Herman  Lepin,  proprietor  of  the  Lepin  Hotel, 
Hastings,  Neb.  In  respect  to  hotels  Hastings  is 
especially  favored,  and  to  the  ti'aveler  in  these 
Western  states  the  name  of  Lepin  has  about  it  the 
ring  of  a  familiar  and  tried  friend,  for  its  reputation 
as  a  model  house  has  extended  far  and  near.  The 
proprietor,  Mr.  Herman  Lepin,  was  born  in  Germany 
in  1832,  and  Adams  County  is  indeed  fortunate  in 
having  among  her  foreign-born  element  men  whose 
industry,  strict  attention  to  business,  economy  and 
perseverance  have  produed  such  substantial  i-esults 
in  the  different  affairs  with  which  they  have  con- 
nected themselves.  He  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1852,  located  at  Lowell,  Lake  County, 
Ind. .  and  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business  at 
that  place  for  nineteen  years,  but  also  conducted  a 
grist,  saw  and  woolen  mills  for  eight  years  of  that 
period.      In  1871  he  was  engaged  as  traveling  sales- 
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mau  ill  the  hat  aud  cap  business  at  Chicago,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1873  he  removed  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  as 
general  agent  for  McCormiek's  harvesting  machines, 
which  position  he  filled  for  one  year.  After  this  he 
was  engaged  in  the  hotel  business,  but  was  burned 
out  September  16,  1879,  subsequently  building  his 
present  hotel.  He  opened  the  same  under  the  style 
of  "Lepin  Hotel"  on  Januarj^  1,  1880,  and  his 
house  is  one  of  the  most  popular  in  the  city.  He 
has  the  best  accommodations  for  forty  persons,  the 
service  is  polite  and  attentive,  and  everything  makes 
it  as  comfortable  as  a  home.  He  was  married  in 
1864  to  Miss  Hermine  Westei-mann,  who  was  born 
in  1842,  and  they  have  one  child,  Louise.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Lepin  is  a  Democrat,  and  socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Warren  Letson,  hardware  merchant,  Hastings, 
Neb.  In  giving  descriptive  accounts  of  the  sub- 
divisions of  Hastings'  trade,  we  find  none  occupying 
a  more  important  position  than  that  of  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  Warren  Letson.  He  owes  his  nativity 
to  Kenton,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occuiTed  on  March 
16,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  C.  B.  and  Jane  (Huston) 
Letson.  The  father  was  a  native  of  New  Jersey, 
and  died  in  Iowa  in  1872  at  the  age  of  fift3--eight 
years.  The  mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  is 
now  a  resident  of  Nevada,  Iowa,  and  is  sixt}--three 
years  of  age.  Of  the  six  children  born  to  their 
union  Warren  Letson  is  second  in  order  of  birth. 
He  came  to  Iowa  with  his  parents  in  1858,  received 
a  common  school  education,  and  in  1874  emigrated 
to  Hastings,  Neb.,  where  until  1884  he  was  engaged 
in  the  lumber  business.  After  this  he  embarked  in 
his  present  business,  under  the  firm  name  of  Dallas 
et  Letson,  which  continued  for  five  years.  At  the 
present  time  Mr.  Letson  is  alone  in  the  business  and 
is  doing  remarkably  well.  He  selected  as  his  com- 
panion in  life  Miss  Cella  Baughn,  a  native  of  the 
Buckeye  State,  born  in  1853,  and  their  marriage  was 
solemnized  in  1874.  They  are  the  parents  of  three 
children:  George  A. ,  Flora  and  Helen  Frances.  In 
his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Democratic 
part}'.      He  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  the  count}-. 

George  A.  Lindsay,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  Among  the 
many  citizens  of  foreign  birth  within  the  limits  of 
Adams  County  is  the  subject  of  this  sketch.     Jlr. 


Lindsay  owes  his  nativity  to  Augushire,  Scotland, 
where  his  birth  occurred  near  Montrose  on  December 
17,  1843.  His  parents,  John  A.  and  Jane  (Mitchell) 
Lindsay,  were  both  natives  of  Scotland,  where  they 
lived  and  died.  Their  family  consisted  of  three 
sons,  George  A.  being  the  youngest.  At  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  he  began  to  learn  the  machinist  trade, 
serving  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  after  which 
he  began  working  at  his  trade  at  Dundee,  and  there 
remained  until  1868.  Then,  in  company  with  his 
two  brothers,  Alexander  and  Thomas,  he  came  to 
America  and  landed  at  New  York.  From  there  they 
journeyed  westward  and  located  at  Ii-vangton,  Neb. ; 
thence  to  Washington  County,  Neb. ,  where  they 
took  up  land  near  Kennard.  Thomas  still  resides 
there,  but  Alexander  removed  to  California  in  1889. 
George  A.  resided  in  Washington  County,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  until  1873, 
and  then  removed  to  Juniata,  where  he  still  con- 
tinued to  till  the  soil  until  1881.  He  then  moved 
to  Kenesaw  and  engaged  with  J.  M.  Sewell  &  Co. , 
doing  an  extensive  business  in  the  buying  and  ship- 
ping of  grain  from  this  point.  In  1873  he  married 
Miss  Ann  Eliza  Brosius,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  a  son,  Arkley  N.  B.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Lindsay  are  members  of  the  First  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Kenesaw,  and  he  is  a  trustee  in  the  same. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Lindsay  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  comes  of  a  sturdy  line  of 
ancestors,  whose  sterling  integrity  of  purpose  has 
manifested  itself  in  his  success. 

AKred  Linegar,  farmer  and  stockman,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Mr.  Linegar  on  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 
self chose  as  his  calling  the  file  maker's  trade,  which 
he  carried  on  for  seventeen  years.  Later  he  en- 
gaged in  the  pursuit  of  farming,  and  to  this  end  has 
put  forth  all  his  energies,  and  not  without  substan- 
tial results.  He  was  born  in  Birmingham,  England, 
in  1836,  and  was  married  in  his  native  country 
about  1861,  to  Miss  Mary  Galliers,  daughter  of  Ed- 
mond  Galliirs,  a  native  of  England.  In  1867  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Linegar  crossed  the  ocean  to  the  United 
States,  fii-st  settled  at  D wight.  111.,  and  there  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  for  one  year.  He  then 
moved  around  for  some  time,  but  at  last  settled  at 
Y'^oi-kville,  Kendall  County,  111.,  where  he  remained 
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until  1883,  cultivating  the  soil  all  the  time.  In 
1883  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  located  in  Blaine 
Township,  and  there  he  now  resides.  He  purchased 
160  acres  of  land,  only  a  few  acres  of  which  were 
improved,  went  to  work  on  it  and  now  has  a  good 
house,  substantial  outbuildings,  cribs,  etc. ,  and 
has  a  nice  orchard.  To  his  man-iage  were  born  five 
living  children:  Ada  (now  Mrs.  Huxtable,  of  Blaine 
Township),  Ernest  (died  in  1886),  William,  Carrie, 
Alfred  and  Walter.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Linegar  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who  know  them. 
Mr.  Linegar  takes  much  interest  in  the  upbuilding 
of  schools  and  churches,  and  lends  a  readj'  hand  to 
all  laudable  purposes.  He  was  the  fourth  of  ten 
children  born  to  Samuel  and  Mary  (Bevens)  Linegar, 
the  father  being  a  manufacturer  of  buttons  in  his 
native  country  (England).  Both  parents  are  de- 
ceased, the  former  in  1856  and  the  latter  in  1887, 
and  both  in  England.  Their  children  were  named 
as  follows:  Eliza  (deceased),  Harriet  (deceased), 
William  (residing  in  Blaine  Township,  Adams 
County,  Neb.),  Alfred,  Edward,  Charles,  IMary, 
Alice,  Nellie  and  Fannie. 

William  M.  Lowman  has  been  identified  with  the 
interests  of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  for  some  time, 
and  probably  there  is  no  man  within  its  limits  who 
is  as  extensivelj-  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business 
as  he.  He  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  Stark 
County,  111.,  August  11,  1856,  being  the  second  of 
four  living  children  born  to  Davis  and  Anne  M. 
(Williams)  Lowman,  the  foi-mer  of  whom  was  born 
in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  February  3,  1827.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Knox  County,  111. ,  April 
27,  1853,  to  Miss  Williams,  and  made  Stark  Countj' 
his  home  until  1878,  when  he  settled  in  Hastings, 
Neb. ,  and  from  that  time  until  his  death  was  one  of 
the  most  active  business  men  in  this  portion  of  the 
State,  conducting  a  very  extensive  real  estate  busi- 
ness. He  was  universally  respected  as  a  man  of 
sound  judgment,  strict  integrity  and  progressive 
views,  and  in  matters  pertaining  to  the  welfare  and 
advancement  of  Hastings  and  Adams  County  he 
was  ever  ready  and  willing  to  do  aU  in  his  power. 
Careful,  prudent  and  economical,  he  was  open 
hearted  and  generous  withal,  filled  with  the  ' '  milk 


of  human  kindness,''  and  his  many  acts  of  charity 
endeared  him  to  the  hearts  of  all  who  knew  him. 
In  the  death  of  Mr.  Lowman,  which  occurred  in 
October,  1886,  the  city  lost  one  of  her  best  citizens, 
and  the  church  to  which  he  belonged  an  earnest 
worker.  Out  of  respect  to  his  memory  the  mayor 
caused  the  following  proclamation  to  be  issued: 
'•  Out  of  respect  to  the  memory  of  D.  Lowman,  who 
for  eight  years  has  been  one  of  our  most  active  and 
esteemed  citizens,  I  most  respectfully  request  the 
business  men  of  the  city  to  close  their  respective 
places  of  business  from  10  to  11  o'clock  A.  M. , 
October  28,  this  being  the  hour  of  the  funeral. 
Samuel  Alexander,  mayor. "  The  widow  of  Mr.  Low- 
man  was  born  in  England,  and  now  resides  in  Den- 
ver, Col.  William  M.  Lowman,  whose  name  heads 
this  brief  sketch,  received  an  excellent  education  in 
Wheaton  College,  of  Wheaton,  111. ,  and  later  entered 
Eastman's  National  Business  College,  at  Pough- 
keepsie,  N.  Y. ,  from  which  institution  he  graduated 
in  March,  1877,  coming  the  following  year  to  Hast- 
ings, where  he  has  since  been  dealing  in  real  estate, 
in  which  work  he  was  associated  with  his  father 
until  the  latter's  death,  and  has  since  been  alone. 
He  is  also  interested  in  stock  raising,  and  the  man- 
ner in  which  he  conducts  his  affairs  shows  that  he 
inherits  many  of  his  talented  father's  sterling  busi- 
ness qualifications.  He  is  vice-president  of  the  Ger- 
man National  Bank,  and  is  treasurer  of  the  Adams 
County  Agricultural  Society.  He  is  a  Republican, 
and  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  James  A. 
Garfield.  In  September,  1881,  he  was  united  in 
mai-riage  to  Miss  Florence  M.  Garratt,  who  was  born 
in  Belleville,  Ontario,  in  1863.  They  have  one 
child,  Vera  (born  December  7,  1882). 

James  B.  McCleery  (deceased).  Nature  seems 
to  have  intended  Mr.  McCleery  for  a  long  and  more 
than  ordinarily  useful  life,  but  he  was  cut  down  in 
the  full  vigor  of  his  manhood  October  4,  1889,  at 
his  farm  in  Little  Blue  Township,  when  fifty-one 
years  of  age.  He  was  born  in  Warren,  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  and  was  the  second  child  born  to 
Daniel  and  Marj'  A.  (Adams)  McCleery,  the  former 
a  native  of  the  "  Keystone  State"  and  a  hatter  by 
trade.  About  1835  he  moved  to  Ohio,  and  settled 
at  Warren,  where  he  followed  his  trade,  was  married, 
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and  reared  a  family  of  six  children:  Adams,  James 
B. ,  Anna,  Daniel,  John  and  Samuel.  About  18G0 
he  moved  to  Kansas,  thence  to  Coloi'ado  and  still 
later  to  Montana,  where  he  died  in  1875.  James  B. 
McCleerj'  spent  his  youth  in  his  native  State,  and  was 
twent}^  years  old  when  he  went  with  his  parents  to 
Kansas.  About  the  year  of  1858  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  and  in  1871  removed  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  entered  160  acres  of  land, 
and  was  married  in  1874  to  Miss  Carrie  Arnold,  a 
daughter  of  Oscar  and  Maria  (Deviney)  Arnold, 
natives  of  York  State,  and  Henrj-  County,  111. , 
Ksprctiveh'.  The  father  removed  to  the  latter 
lihuv  in  an  earlj'  day,  becoming  one  of  its  pioneer 
settlers,  buf  in  the  month  of  April,  1888,  he  died  in 
Webster  County,  Neb.,  whither  he  had  moved  in 
1874.  His  wife  survives  him  and  resides  in  Webster 
County.  Mr.  McCleery  was  elected  sheriff  of  Adams 
County  in  1873,  serving  until  1877,  and  a  portion 
of  this  time  lived  in  Juniata,  and  the  rest  of  the 
time  on  his  farm.  At  the  expiration  of  his  term 
of  office  he  retired  to  his  farm  and  entered  ex- 
tensivel}'  in  the  occupation  of  farming  and  stock 
raising,  his  operations  meeting  with  verj'  flattering 
results,  and  he  became  the  owner  of  1,400  acres  of 
land,  and  had  400  acres  under  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation.  In  1884  he  was  elected  on  the  Repub- 
lican ticket  to  the  office  of  treasurer  of  Adams 
County,  and  this  position  filled  with  abilit}'  and  to 
the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned  for  four  years.  Not 
only  was  he  interested  in  the  political  affairs  of  the 
county,  but  in  social  matters  as  well,  and  he  was  a 
generous  contributor  to  schools,  churches  and  other 
worthy  enterprises.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic order,  having  advanced  to  the  Commandery, 
and  belonged  to  Juniata  Lodge.  In  1861  he  enlisted 
in  Company  M,  First  Colorado  Cavalry,  for  three 
years,  and  served  faithfully  and  well  until  1864, 
when  he  received  his  discharge.  From  the  time  he 
left  the  service  until  he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb. , 
he  was  dealing  in  cattle  throughout  the  West,  and 
on  coming  to  Nebraska  brought  a  large  drove  with 
him.  Since  his  death  his  widow  has  successfully 
managed  his  farm,  and  with  her  reside  her  children, 
whose  names  are  James  C. ,  John  W. ,  Carl  K. ,  Daniel 
R. ,  Mary  G. ,  Thomas  T.,  Carrie  G.  and  Edna  M. 


Willis  Pearson  McCreary,  attorney-at^law.  This 
member  of  the  Hastings  bar  is  to  the  ' '  manor  born, " 
and  is  a  true  type  of  the  progressive,  business-like 
and  painstaking  lawyer,  is  concise  in  argument  and 
thoroughly  posted  in  legal  lore.  November  8,  1854, 
was  the  date  of  his  birth  in  Lawrence  County,  Pa. , 
and  he  is  one  of  two  children  born  to  Pearson  and 
Nancy  (Dean)  McCreary,  both  natives  of  Lawrence 
County,  Pa. ,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  1829 
and  the  latters  in  1831.  Mr.  McCreary's  father 
died  in  the  State  of  his  Ijirth  in  1856.  He  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  and  stock  dealing  through- 
out life,  his  only  lirother  having  died  the  year  pre- 
vious. His  mother  and  two  daughters  (by  second 
husband)  lost  their  lives  in  the  terrible  railroad 
disaster  at  Chatsworth,  111.,  on  August  10,  1887. 
In  1865  the  family  removed  with  Iicr  fmm  Pennsyl- 
vania to  Iowa,  where  she  w.ulr  her  Ikhiu'  for  many 
years.  Willis  P.  McCreary-  lirst  attcniU'd  the  country 
schools  and  later  entered  an  academy  of  Lee  Countj', 
flnall3'  supplementing  his  education  with  an  attend- 
ance at  the  State  University  at  Iowa  City,  gradua- 
ting from  there  June  28,  1876,  in  the  law  depart- 
ment. In  July  of  that  year  he  opened  an  office  in 
Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  continued  the  practice  of 
his  profession  until  1884,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Hastings,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the  law  firm  of 
Capps  &  McCreary,  which  association  was  formed 
in  1886.  Being  compelled  to  make  his  own  way  in 
life,  he  first  engaged  in  teaching  school,  continuing 
for  two  winters  after  he  had  reached  the  age  of  sev- 
enteen years,  but  concluded  that  this  was  rather  a 
laborious  way  of  making  monej',  and  accordingly 
fitted  himself  for  the  practice  of  law,  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  which  he  has  succeeded  far  beyond  his  ex- 
pectations. He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and 
since  1883  has  been  a  Mason.  In  1878  he  wedded 
Mary  B. ,  daughter  of  William  Greene,  of  Iowa, 
her  birth  occurring  in  Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa,  October 
20 ,  1858,  They  have  three  children :  Mary  Pearson , 
Willis  IM,  and  Dorothy. 

H.  B.  McGaw,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hasf^ 
ings.  Neb,  This  most  successful  and  progressive 
agriculturist  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  his 
Itirth  occurring  in  Stark  County  in  1842,  and  is  the 
son   of   John    E.   and    Anna    (Earl)  McGaw,      The 
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father  was  born  at  Chambersburg,  Pa.,  in  1813,  was 
a  minister  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
ministered  to  the  spiritual  wants  of  his  fellowmen 
all  his  life.  He  reared  a  familj-  of  five  children: 
Carroll  (in  the  east),  Hugh  (in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.),  Mary 
(now  Mrs.  McLain,  wife  of  Prof.  B.  W.  McLain,  of 
Athens  College,  Tennessee),  H.  B. ,  and  Homer  L. 
(who  is  a  public  man  and  is  living  in  Pittsburgh, 
Pa.).  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1869, 
but  the  father  is  still  living  and  makes  his  home  in 
Athens,  Tenn.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  James  F.  McGaw,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.  H.  B.  McGaw's  early  life  was  passed  in 
Ohio,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  he  enlisted 
at  MeConnelsville,  Ohio,  in  Company  C,  Ninety- 
seventh  Ohio  Regiment,  Volunteer  Infantry,  Capt. 
S.  S.  Scott,  under  Col.  I.  Q.  Lane.  He  enlisted  for 
three  j^ears,  entering  as  a  corporal,  and  was  pro- 
moted to  the  rank  of  sergeant.  He  was  in  the  bat^ 
ties  of  Perryville,  Stone  River,  Missionary  Ridge, 
Lookout  Mountain  and  in  some  skirmishes.  He  was 
discharged  in  July,  1865,  and  afterward  went  to 
Pittsburgh,  Pa. ,  thence  to  Iowa,  and  later  settled  in 
Benton  County,  near  Cedar  Rapids,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits.  He  resided  in  Iowa 
for  about  eleven  years.  He  was  married  in  Penn- 
sylvania to  Miss  Julia  A.  Boyd,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, and  the  daughter  of  Rev.  John  and  Martha 
(Maclewain)  Boyd,  her  father  being  a  minister  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Boyd  was 
the  father  of  eight  children,  touy  of  whom  are  now 
living.  He  now  makes  his  home  with  his  son-in-law, 
H.  B.  McGaw.  The  mother  died  in  1866.  To  Mr. 
and  3Irs.  McGaw  were  born  five  children:  Alice  M. 
(teacher),  Harold  L. ,  Lulu,  Mabel  and  Agnes.  Mr. 
McGaw  followed  fanning  in  Iowa  until  1876,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  settled  on  his  present 
property,  where  he  has  eighty  acres  of  land,  all  un- 
der cultivation.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  ten  years,  was  elected  county  super- 
visor in  1887  and  sei-ved  one  term,  and  is  at  present 
justice  of  the  peace.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R. ,  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is 
county  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  same;  is  a 
member  of  the  K.  of  L. ,  has  been  judge  of  the  order, 
and  is  a  man  universally  respected.     He  was  for- 


merly a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  but  now 
votes  for  principle,  not  for  party.  He  is  interested 
in  the  upbuilding  of  schools  and  churches,  and  all 
things  for  the  good  of  the  county.  When  he  first 
settled  in  Adams  County  deer,  wolves,  antelope,  and 
all  such  game  were  abundant. 

M.  J.  McKenna,  one  of  the  pioneers  of  High- 
laud  Township,  Adams  County,  Neb.,  came  to  this 
county  in  1875,  settled  where  he  now  resides,  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  prairie  land.  He  owes  his 
nativit}'  to  Tipperar}-  County,  Ireland,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1830,  and  is  the  eldest  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  Patrick  and  Catherine  (Quinn)  Mc- 
Kenna, natives  also  of  Ireland.  The  father  was  a 
tiller  of  the  soil,  and  died  in  his  native  country  in 
1842.  The  mother  died  in  1830.  M.  J.  McKenna 
was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ireland.  When 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  resolved  to  try  his  for- 
tune in  the  New  World,  and  in  March,  1851,  he 
sailed  from  Liverpool  on  the  vessel  "George  A. 
Hapley,"  making  the  trip  to  America  in  two  months. 
He  landed  in  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  remained  there  one 
year,  and  then  moved  to  New  York  City,  where  he 
worked  in  a  brick  yard,  and  there  remained  until 
1856.  In  November  of  the  year  previous  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Marj'  Delaney,  a  native  of  Tipp^r- 
ary  County,  Ireland,  and  in  1856  he  moved  to  Wis- 
consin, Dodge  Count}-,  where  he  followed  farming. 
He  purchased  and  improved  a  good  farm  in  that 
State,  but  in  1875  he  concluded  to  make  a  change, 
and  moved  to  Adams  Countj-,  Neb.  He  is  the 
owner  of  a  good  farm  of  320  acres,  in  that  and  Hall 
Counties,  all  under  cultivation.  He  is  making  a 
specialty  of  raising  Poland  Angus  cattle  and  Nor- 
man horses.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  McKenna 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  the 
present  supervisor  of  Highland  Township,  and  he 
was  also  the  assessor  of  the  township  for  four  or 
five  years.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  five  or  six  vears.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Hastings,  as  was  also  his 
excellent  wife,  who  received  her  final  summons  in 
August,  1889,  they  having  been  companions  in  life 
for  nearly  thirty-four  years.      She  was  a  kind  and 
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loving  wife  and  mother,  and  assisted  her  husband 
in  all  his  work.  Their  family  consisted  of  ten  chil- 
dren, nine  now  living:  Catherine  (now  Mrs.  Mon- 
tague, of  Hastings),  Patrick  (married  and  lives  in 
McCook,  Neb. ),  John  (married  and  resides  in  High- 
land), Ann  (now  Mrs.  Gamrean,  of  Hastings), 
Marj',  James,  Edward,  Joseph  and  Thomas.  Wil- 
liam died  in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighteen  3-ears. 

K.  W.  McKenzie,  farmer  and  stockman  of 
Adams  Countj',  Neb.,  was  born  in  Nova  Scotia  in 
1847,  being  the  fourth  of  eleven  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  John  McKenzie  and  Christina  KeiT, 
both  of  whom  were  of  Scotch  descent,  the  father 
having  been  born  in  Scotland  in  1815.  When  about 
seven  years  of  age  he  went  to  Nova  Scotia,  and  there 
reared  the  following  family  of  children:  Murdock, 
Elizabeth,  Jessie,  K.  W. ,  Annabel,  Donald,  Maggie, 
William,  John,  Marj-  J.  and  Hugh.  After  living  in 
Nova  Scotia  until  1851,  Mr.  McKenzie  removed  his 
family  to  Upper  Canada,  and  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  there  until  1887,  when  his  death 
occurred,  his  wife  dying  the  same  year.  They  were 
worthy  and  consistent  members  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  K.  W.  McKenzie  emigrated  to  Michigan 
in  1866,  and  was  engaged  in  lumbering  and  carpen- 
tering in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  until  1873, 
when  he  removed  to  Adams  Count}',  Neb.,  and  took 
up  a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres,  and  bj'  careful, 
painstaking  and  earnest  labor,  has  increased  his 
acreage  to  400,  it  being  well  improved  and  excel- 
lentlj'  stocked.  He  has  devoted  all  his  time  and 
attention  to  agriculture,  and  has  met  with  more 
than  ordinary  success,  everj-thing  about  his  place 
showing  that  a  wide-awake  gentleman  is  at  the  head 
of  affairs.  His  marriage  occurred  in  1879,  at  which 
time  3Iiss  Sarah  C.  Cuny,  a  daughter  of  Josiah  and 
Jemimah  B.  (Beaber)  Curry,  became  his  wife.  The 
parents  were  born  in  Ohio,  and  in  1878  removed  to 
Webster  County,  Neb.  Their  children  are:  Mar}- 
E. ,  Sarah  C. ,  Jacob  B. ,  Daniel  W.  and  William  D. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  McKenzie  have  a  family  of  four  chil- 
<lren:  Pearl  F..  Ellis  L. ,  Ethel  May  and  Mamie  C. 
Mr.  jMcKenzie  is  a  man  who  is  interested  in  the 
improvement  of  his  county,  and  in  his  political 
views  is  a  Republican.  Since  his  removal  tf)  Ne- 
braska he  has  shot  a  number  of  buffaloes. 


Neil  R.  Macalaster,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
has  been  a  successful  practitioner  of  dentistry  in 
Hastings  since  1885.  Born  in  Oxford  County,  Me. . 
August  14,  1844,  his  parents,  Peter  and  Ruth 
(Bryant)  Macalaster,  were  also  born  in  that  State, 
the  former's  birth  occurring  in  Oxford  County, 
March  e,  1801,  and  the  latter's  in  York  County  in 
1809.  The  father  is  now  a  resident  of  Lovell,  but  the 
mother  died  in  1878.  Dr.  Macalaster  is  the  tenth 
of  thirteen  children,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living. 
His  parental  grandfather,  Zaccheus  Macalaster,  was 
born  and  spent  his  life  in  Oxford  County,  Me. ,  liv- 
ing to  a  ripe  old  age.  The  maternal  grandfather, 
Benjamin  Bryant,  was  an  Englishman  by  birth,  and 
was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Waterloo.  Dr.  Neil 
Macalaster,  after  being  reared  to  a  farm  life  and  re- 
ceiving his  education  in  the  common  schools,  left 
home  and  with  the  determination  to  acquire  a  better 
knowledge  of  the  "  world  of  books"  entered  Frey- 
burg  Academy,  where  his  course  was  marked  by 
rapid  progress.  In  1860  he  went  to  Nova  Scotia, 
and  for  five  years  was  a  resident  of  Halifax,. during 
which  time  he  was  in  the  office  of  his  brother.  Oris  P. 
Macalaster,  in  the  study  of  dentistry.  At  the  end 
of  this  time  he  returned  to  the  United  States,  and 
after  a  two  years'  residence  at  Freyburg  removed  to 
Portland,  and  with  his  brother,  who  had  returned 
from  Halifax,  engaged  in  business  under  the  firm 
name  of  Macalaster  Bros. ,  which  connection  con- 
tinued from  1869  to  1878,  when  the  Doctor  pur- 
chased his  brother's  interest,  and  conducted  the 
business  alone  there  until  1885,  on  September  24  of 
that  year  moving  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  where  he  estab- 
lished his  present  office.  He  is  one  of  the  leading 
dentists  of  this  region,  and  has  obtained  a  liberal 
share  of  public  favor,  the  best  proof  of  his  skill  and 
talent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Nebraska  Dental 
Association,  and  in  his  politics  is  Independent.  He 
joined  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  in  Lovell,  Me.,  in  1868,  but 
is  now  a  member  of  Hastings  Lodge.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  "city  of  brotherly  love"  August  11, 
1876,  to  Miss  Ella  F.  Barrows,  born  in  Boone 
County,  111.,  November  1,  1854,  and  a  daughter  of 
Asahel  and  Arvilla  (Nason)  Barrows.  Mr.  Barrows 
was  born  in  Vermont  in  the  3-ear  1829.  Mrs.  Bar- 
rows was  born  in  New  Hampshire  in  the  year  1830. 
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The}-  are  both  living  in  Hastings.  To  Dr.  and  Mrs. 
Macalaster  a  son  was  born  February  12,  1887,  and 
died  Jul}^  6,  1887.  His  name  was  JMelvin  LjTnan. 
Alvin  T.  3Ieeham,  retired  farmer,  Kenesaw, 
Xeb.  That  a  life  time  spent  in  pursuing  one  occupa- 
tion will  in  the  end  result  in  substantial  success, 
where  energy  and  perseverance  are  applied,  cannot 
for  a  moment  be  doubted,  and  such  is  found  to  be 
the  case  with  Mr.  Mecham,  who  from  boyhood  has 
given  his  attention  principally  to  agricultural  pur- 
suits. He  is  at  present  the  owner  of  160  acres  of 
the  best  land  in  this  section,  situated  one  and  a  half 
miles  south  of  the  village  of  Kenesaw,  and  is  one 
of  the  progressive  citizens  of  the  countj-.  He  was 
born  in  Mercer  County,  Pa.,  October  14,  1834,  and 
is  the  son  of  Caleb  and  Mary  (Currier)  Mecham, 
both  natives  of  New  Hampshire,  the  father  born  in 
1810,  and  the  mother  in  1813.  Both  came  to  Penn- 
sylvania with  their  parents  in  1817,  and  both  were 
descendants  of  prominent  families  of  New  England. 
In  the  early  days  of  New  Hampshire  the  great-grand- 
father's family  was  massacred  by  Indians,  two  little 
sons  alone  escaping.  When  Alvin  T.  Mecham  was 
sixteen  years  of  age,  he  came  with  his  parents  to 
Illinois,  and  settled  with  them  in  Grundy  County, 
where  the  father  died  in  1852.  The  mother  still 
survives  and  makes  her  home  with  her  daughter, 
Mrs.  Thomas  Farabee,  at  Juniata,  Neb..  Of  a 
family  of  eight  children,  Alvin  T.  was  second  in 
order  of  birth.  He  attained  his  growth  in  Grundy 
County,  and  received  his  education  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  in  Pennsjivania.  In  1856  he  married 
Miss  Lucy  Booth,  a  native  of  Trumbull  County,  Ohio, 
and  the  daughter  of  Truman  and  Rebecca  (Percj-) 
Booth,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  Percy  familj- 
ti'ace  their  ancestry  in  this  country  back  to  two 
brothers,  who  came  to  America  previous  to  the  Revo- 
lutionary War  and  served  in  the  same.  Mrs.  Booth 
was  a  niece  of  Lord  Percj'.  Truman  Booth  and 
ISIiss  Rebecca  Percy  were  married  at  Waterbury, 
Conn.,  in  1814,  and  emigrated  to  Ohio  at  an  early 
day.  There  Truman  Booth  died.  A  number  of 
years  after,  in  1854,  the  mother  removed  to  Grundy 
County,  III.,  and  there  died  in  1882,  at  the  age  of 
eighty-eight  years.  Edward  R.  Booth  and  Oliver  J. 
Booth,  brothers  of    Mrs.    Mecham,   had  moved  to 


Grundy  County  in  1846,  and  were  among  the  pion- 
eers of  that  county.  They  received  their  final  sum- 
mons there,  and  both  were  prominent  citizens,  hold- 
ing many  positions  of  ti'ust  and  honor  in  that  county. 
After  residing  thl-ee years  in  Livingston  County,  111. , 
in  1865  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mecham  located  in  Kankakee 
County,  111. ,  and  in  1878  moved  to  Nebraska,  loca- 
ting one  and  a  half  miles  south  of  Kenesaw,  where 
as  before  stated,  they  have  160  acres  of  excellent 
land.  In  1883  Mr.  Mecham  retired  from  active  bus- 
iness and  removed  to  Kenesaw,  where  he  has  a 
pleasant  home.  Mr.  Mecham  is  a  carpenter  by  ti-ade 
and  has  done  considerable  contracting  and  building 
in  Kenesaw.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born  two 
children:  Chloe  R.  (now  Mrs.  Horace  G.  Armitage, 
of  Kenesaw),  and  Clinton  Percy  (who  is  married,  is 
a  farmer,  and  resides  in  Kenesaw). 

E.  E.  Merritt,  editor  of  the  Daily  and  Weekly 
Nebraskan,  comes  of  a  long  line  of  New  England 
ancestry,  and  was  born  at  Burlington,  Vt,  February 
6,  1845,  with  a  twin  brother  named  Edgar.  He  is 
a  son  of  Crittenden  and  Sarah  (Ranney)  Merritt, 
who  moved  West  in  1851,  and  located  in  Janesville, 
Wis. ,  moving  from  there  to  Sparta,  Wis. ,  in  1857, 
their  first  year's  residence  at  this  place  being  on  a 
farm.  The  father  died  May  20,  1876,  at  the  age  of 
sevent}-  3-ears,  and  the  mother  in  April,  1863,  at  the 
age  of  fifty -five  years.  E.  E.  Merritt,  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  memoir,  attended  the  public  schools 
until  he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  but  March  21, 
1859,  began  serving  a  regular  apprenticeship  at  the 
printers'  trade  in  the  office  of  the  Sparta  (Wis.)  Her- 
ald, continuing  there  until  1861  when  he  went  to  La 
Crosse,  Wis.,  and  finished  his  trade  in  the  Republi- 
can office,  which  was  situated  in  the  same  building 
where  •■  Brick  "  Pomeroy  published  the  Democrat, 
and  started  on  the  road  to  fame.  In  the  spring  of 
1863  he  acted  as  cabin  boy  on  a  steamer  plying  be- 
tween Memphis  and  Vicksburg,  and  a  year  later  en- 
listed as  a  private  in  Company  G,  Fortieth  Regi- 
ment, Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  during  the  summer 
of  that  year  was  stationed  on  picket  duty  in  the 
rear  of  Memphis,  and  was  present  when  Forrest 
made  his  celebrated  raid  into  that  city.  In  the  fall 
of  that  year  he  was  mustered  out  of  service  and  re- 
turned to  Wisconsin,  and  during  the  winter  of  that 
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year  worked  on  a  paper  called  the  Union  Flag,  which 
was  published  at  Neillsville,  Wis. ,  a  lumbering  town 
on  the  Black  Eiver,  and  the  county  seat  of  Clark 
County^  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  went  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  after  "  subbing"  on  cases , obtained 
a  regular  situation  as  a  compositor  on  the  Democrat. 
In  the  fall  of  1866  he  returned  to  Neillsville,  Wis. , 
and  with  John  S.  Dore  founded  the  Clark  County 
Journal,  but  returned  to  St.  Louis  four  months  later, 
again  working  on  the  Democrat,  before  the  Globe 
was  known.  In  the  fall  of  1867  he  again  returned 
to  Neillsville,  and  started  the  Clark  County  Repub- 
lican, and  there  continued  as  its  editor  and  proprie- 
tor until  the  spring  of  1874,  when  he  sold  out  to  C. 
J.  Cooper.  He  was  deputy  under  the  census  mar- 
shall  of  the  State  in  1870  and  gathered  the  statistics 
of  Clark  County^  and  was  elected  for  the  district  of 
Jackson  and  Clark  Counties  as  assemblyman  member 
of  the  Lower  House  of  the  State  Legislature  in  1872, 
serving  during  the  winter  session  of  1873.  He  was 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  Legislative  expendi- 
tures, and  was  a  mem-ber  of  printing,  privileges  and 
elections  standing  committees.  He  removed  to  the 
State  of  Iowa  in  the  summer  of  1875,  and  became 
editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Victor  Index.  In  the 
winter  of  1878  he  was  second  assistant  of  the  Iowa 
Senate,  and  in  the  spring  of  that  year  was  appointed 
postal  clerk  in  the  railway  mail  service  on  the  Iowa 
Central  Railroad,  running  between  Mason  City  and 
Ottumwa,  continuing  the  publication  of  his  paper  at 
the  same  time.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  moved  with 
his  family  to  Ottumwa,  soon  after  moving  his  office, 
and  in  connection  with  William  McClelland  estab- 
lished a  job  office.  About  1880  he  left  the  road, 
sold  his  office,  and  'became  city  editor  of  the  Ot- 
tumwa Democrat,  and  later  occupied  the  same  posi- 
tion on  the  Ottumwa  Courier.  In  1882  he  returned 
to  the  road  by  new  appointment,  and  by  special  leave 
of  absence  from  the  post  office  department  served 
during  the  summer  of  1883  as  secretary  of  the 
Republican  State  centi-al  committee  under  Chairman 
W.  A.  McGrew.  In  January,  1885,  he  was  promoted 
to  the  position  of  head  clerk  between  Burlington  and 
Council  Bluffs,  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy 
Railroad,  but  resigned  this  position  the  May  follow- 
ing Cleveland's  inauguration  and  became  State  agent 


for  an  insurance  company,  and  secretary  of  the 
Wapello  County  Agricultural  Society.  In  the  fall 
of  1885  he  leased  a  half  interest  in  the  Mitchell 
County^  Press,  at  Osage,  Iowa,  but  gave  it  up  the 
following  January,  and  went  to  Huron,  Dak. ,  where 
he  compiled  a  directory  of  that  city%  at  the  same  time 
doing  more  or  less  work  on  the  Dailj^  Huronite,  the 
following  summer  taking  a  directory  of  Watertown, 
Dak. ,  and  for  a  short  time  became  a  traveling  cor- 
respondent of  the  Sioux  Falls  Daily  Press.  In  1886 
he  organized  the  Dakota  Gazetteer  and  Business 
Directory^  Company,  and  was  its  manager.  He  can- 
vassed the  lines  of  the  Northern  Pacific  &  Manitoba 
Railroads  in  Dakota,  and  in  the  spriug  of  1887  went 
to  Sioux  Cit}-,  Iowa,  and  was  city  editor  of  the  Daily 
Tribune  throughout  the  summer.  In  the  fall  of  that 
year  he  came  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  and  the  following 
January  accepted  the  position  of  city  editor  of  the 
Daily  Gazette  Journal,  but  this  position  resigned  on 
August  1,  and  with  John  A.  Creath  bought  of  Dr. 
H.  P.  Fitch,  the  Nebraskan,  then  a  weekly  paper. 
On  November  13,  1888,  the  day  after  the  failure  of 
the  Gazette-Journal,  they  started  the  Dailj'  Nebras- 
kan, which  paper  is  regarded  as  one  of  the  best  in 
the  State.  Mr.  Merritt  and  Mr.  Creath  are  admira- 
ble newspaper  men,  and  their  progressive  ideas  are 
reflected  in  every  corner  of  their  paper;  and  its  man- 
agement, which  has  had  a  most  flattering  increase 
in  its  circulation  since  it  came  into  their  possession. 
On  November  30,  1871,  Mr.  Merritt  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mattie  A.  Williams,  at  Homestead, 
Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Mabel  (born 
September  21,  1872),  Maude  (born  April  23,  1876), 
and  Edgar  C.  (born  February  13,  1878). 

Nicholas  Metzer,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hol- 
stein.  Neb.  The  estate  upon  which  Mr.  Metzer  now 
resides,  and  to  which  he  has  given  such  close  at- 
tention in  the  cultivation,  embraces  400  acres,  with 
about  300  acres  under  cultivation,  substantial  and 
convenient  buildings  being  a  leading  feature  of  these 
improvements.  He  is  numbered  among  the  thrifty, 
foreign-born  residents  of  the  county,  having  been 
born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  on  November  6,  1837. 
His  parents,  Martin  and  Barbara  (Google)  Metzer. 
were  also  natives  of  that  counti-y,  and  emigrated  to 
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the  States  in  1851,  locating  in  Wisconsin.  There 
both  parents  died  in  Washington  County.  Nicholas 
Jletzer  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States, 
and  resided  with  them  until  about  fifteen  years  of 
age,  when  he  began  working  out  by  the  month. 
After  growing  up  he  engaged  in  the  brewery  busi- 
ness in  Washington  County,  Wis. ,  and  continued  at 
this  for  several  years.  In  1873  he  sold  out  and 
moved  to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Adams  Count}',  and 
entered  land  adjoining  the  town  of  Holstein.  He 
afterwards  sold  this  and  bought  his  present  prop- 
erty. He  filled  the  office  of  township  collector  and 
treasurer  for  some  time,  and  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all.  While  living  in  Washington  County ,  Wis. ,  he 
was  married,  in  1863,  to  Miss  Pauline  Hohlfeld,  a 
native  of  Germany,  but  who  was  reared  in  Wiscon- 
sin. To  this  union  have  been  born  seven  children: 
George,  Alma  (wife  of  Charles  Kune),  Frank, 
Adolph,  Charles,  Hattie  and  Oscar.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Metzer  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  Mr. 
Metzer  enlisted  in  the  Ninth  Wis(«nsin  Infantrj-  in 
1861,  and  served  until  discharged  for  disability  in 
1862. 

J.  C.  F.  Milliken,  farmer,  Hastings,  Neb.  Mr. 
Milliken,  who  is  also  numbered  among  the  substan- 
tial and  representative  citizens  of  Eastern  birth  in 
Highland  Township,  came  originally  from  Greene 
County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1856,  and 
is  the  fifth  of  seven  children  born  to  the  marriage  of 
Jonas  and  Elizabeth  (Hughes)  Milliken,  natives  of 
the  Keystone  State,  where  the}'  are  still  living,  the 
father  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  J.  C.  F.  Milliken 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania,  and  commenced 
farming  for  himself  in  his  native  State  in  1880. 
He  was  married  in  his  native  county  that  year  to 
Miss  Bell  Rinehart,  a  native  of  Greene  County, 
Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  Ruth  A. 
(Bowen)  Rinehart,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
parents  are  both  living,  and  the  father  is  a  promi- 
nent stock  dealer.  In  1883  Mr.  Milliken  and  fam- 
ily moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  purchased  160 
acres  of  land,  with  twenty-five  acres  in  tillable  con- 
dition, and  now  have  it  all  under  cultivation.  Mr. 
jMilliken  is  raising  a  good  grade  of  cattle,  and  is  one 
of  the  progressive  men  of  the  county.      He  is  the 


present  township  assessor,  elected  in  1888,  and  has 
also  been  school  treasurer  two  terms,  being  quite 
active  in  educational  matters.  He  is  active  in  pol- 
itics, votes  with  the  Republican  part}',  and  he  and 
wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  To  their  union  were  born  three  children: 
George,  Lauren  and  Ruth. 

James  P.  Miltimore  keeps  an  exceptionally  com- 
plete livery,  feed  and  sale  stable  in  the  city  of  Hast- 
ings, Neb.,  and  is  a  native  of  York  State,  where  he 
was  born  January  10,  1842,  being  one  of  two  sur- 
viving members  of  a  family  of  children  born  to 
Pardon  and  Elmina  (Lampson)  Miltimore,  who  were 
also  born  in  that  State.  They  died  in  the  State 
of  Wisconsin,  the  father  in  Jonesville,  and  the 
mother  in  Albany.  James  P.  Miltimore,  at  the 
very  early  age  of  seven  years,  was  cast  upon  the 
world  to  seek  his  own  fortune,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  found  it  most  difficult  to  secure  a  livelihood. 
Having  always  been  of  an  ambitious  disposition,  he 
put  his  heart  in  his  work,  and  as  time  went  on  suc- 
ceeded in  accumulating  considerable  means.  For  a 
number  of  years  prior  to  his  coming  to  Adams 
Count}-  in  June,  1873,  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  in  Wisconsin,  but  on  coming  to  this  county 
he  settled  about  four  miles  from  Hastings  and 
opened  a  liver}-  stable  in  the  town,  also  carrying  on 
a  dray  and  transfer  business,  and  being  industrious 
and  prudent  he  soon  established  an  excellent  busi- 
ness. This  calling  received  his  attention  until  the 
fall  of  1881,  after  which  he  spent  a  number  of  years 
in  buying  and  selling  horses,  and  in  1887  opened 
the  livery  stable  which  he  is  now  successfully  con- 
ducting. His  stables  are  excellently  fitted  up  with 
all  kinds  of  vehicles,  among  which  are  two  hand- 
some hearses,  and  the  animals  which  he  keeps  are 
all  in  excellent  condition  and  are  ready  for  use  at  all 
times.  For  some  time  during  the  war  he  drove  a 
government  team ,  and  for  one  year  was  a  memlier 
of  Company  I,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  is  now  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Eliza  Rawley  was  celebrated  in  1870, 
but  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  untimely  death 
three  years  later,  her  body  being  taken  to  Wisconsin 
for  burial.  In  1880  Mr.  Miltimore  espoused  Miss 
Idell  Willoughby,  by  whom  he  has  three  children: 


ADAMS   COUNTY. 


Giiievra,  James  L.  and  Bliss  W.  (the  last  two  being 
twins). 

John  D.  Mines,  city  treasurer,  Hastings,  Neb. 
A  glance  at  the  lives  of  many  representative  men 
whose  names  appear  in  this  volume  will  reveal 
sketches  of  some  honored,  influential  citizens,  but 
none  more  worthy  or  deserving  of  mention  than 
John  D.  Klines.  This  gentleman  was  originally 
from  IngersoU,  Canada,  where  his  birth  occuiTsd  on 
July  9,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and 
Christina  (Morrison)  Mines,  who  were  of  Irish  and 
Scotch  descent.  John  D.  Mines  was  reared  and 
educated  in  his  native  country,  and  there  learned 
the  trade  of  cutter  in  a  tailoring  establishment.  At 
the  age  of  eighteen  he  came  to  the  United  States 
and  followed  his  trade  in  Chicago  until  1878,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Lincoln,  Neb. ,  and  thence  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  Hastings,  where  he  has  followed  the 
occupation  of  cutter  for  the  large  clothing  and  mer- 
chant tailoring  establishment  of  Barnes  Bros.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  elected  city 
clerk  in  1886,  serving  two  years.  He  was  then 
elected  treasurer  in  1888,  and  this  position  he  now 
fills  in  an  able  and  efficient  manner.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  November  21, 1883,  to  Miss  Irene  E.  Myers, 
a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  to  this  union  has 
been  born  one  child,  a  daughter.  Hazel  C.  Mr. 
Mines  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  Order 
and  K.  of  P. ,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  Hastings' 
eminent  and  most  successful  young  business  men 
and  citizens. 

Hon.  Hugh  Carter  Minnix  is  a  man  who  seems 
to  be  well  adapted  to  the  occupation  of  a  planter, 
and  in  the  pursuit  of  this  calling,  as  well  as  in  the 
occupation  of  stock  raising,  he  has  been  more  than 
ordinarily  successful.  He  was  born  in  Waterloo,' 
Fayette  County,  Ohio,  January  7.  1830,  and  is  a  son 
of  Elijah  B.  and  Rachel  (Dyer)  Minnix,  who  were 
born  in  West  Virginia,  and  came  from  near  Win- 
chester. The  Minnixes  date  their  advent  in  this 
country  to  about  the  time  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
when  a  worthy  member  of  the  family,  probably  the 
first  of  the  name  in  America,  did  honorable  service 
as  a  soldier  in  that  memijralile  war.  The  presump- 
tion is  that  he  settled  in  Virginia,  married,  and  had 
born  to  him  Elijah  B. ,  the  father  of  the  subject  of 


this  sketch.  Rachel  Dyer  was  a  daughter  of  Isaac 
Dyer,  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  from  Virginia. 
Hon.  Hugh  Carter  jMinnix  was  one  of  two  sons  and 
three  daughters,  only  himself  and  two  sisters  now 
living,  and  his  earliest  recollections  are  those  of 
spending  his  time  upon  the  home  farm  and  in  at- 
tending the  common  schools  of  his  native  State.  In 
1857  he  located  in  Champaign  County,  111.,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  occupation  of  agriculture  until  the 
opening  of  the  Civil  War,  and  in  1862  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fifth  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  which  company  he  helped  to 
raise,  and  did  honorable  service  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  when  he  was  honorably  discharged  as  a 
non-commissioned  officer,  on  June  30,  1865,  at  Chi- 
cago. He  was  at  Perry ville.  Stone  River,  Chicka- 
mauga.  Missionary  Ridge,  Chattanooga,  and  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  After  the 
war  Mr.  Minnix  returned  to  his  plow  in  Champaign 
County,  and  here  continued  to  make  his  home  until 
1873,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  made  invests 
ments  in  Webster  and  Adams  Counties,  which  in- 
terests have  occupied  his  attention  more  or  less  ever 
since,  as  he  buys  and  sells  considerable  real  estate 
during  the  year.  He  was  married  in  Fayette  County, 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Catherine  Mouser,  a  daughterof  Daniel 
and  Elizabeth  Mouser,  natives  of  Virginia.  Mr. 
Minnix  and  his  wife  have  a  family  of  six  sons  and 
two  daughters,  only  the  following  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing: John  Q.  (a  substantial  farmer  of  Logan  Town- 
ship), Warren  A. ,  and  Elijah  S.  (a  resident  of  Logan 
Township).  William  I.  died  at  the  age  of  ten 
months;  Hugh  C.  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  and 
died  in  his  twenty-fourth  year;  Elizabeth  J.  became 
the  wife  of  William  H.  Remer,  and  died  when  twen- 
ty-eight years  of  age,  leaving  a  son;  Lydia  A.,  who 
married  W.  E.  Munson,  died  in  her  twenty-ninth 
year,  leaving  two  daughters  and  a  son.  Mr.  Minnix 
has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  G.  A.  R.  cir- 
cles, and  held  different  official  positions  in  Rocky 
Face  Post  during  its  existence  at  Morseville.  He 
has  been  a  member  of  the  county  board  of  supervi- 
sors for  three  years,  and  during  the  sessions  of 
1887-88  he  represented  his  county  in  the  State  Leg- 
islature, and  served  with  credit  and  distinction  on 
the  committees  of  public  lands  and  buildings,  cities 
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and  towns,  and  claims,  besides  on  several  special 
committees.  He  is  now  president  of  the  Agi-icultu- 
ral  Society  of  Adams  County,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  State  Board  of  Agriculture.  In  his  political 
views  he  is  a  stanch  Republican.  In  every  walk  of 
life  he  has  been  honorable  and  upright  in  his  deal- 
ings, and  is  universally  respected  and  esteemed  for 
his  many  worthy  qualities. 

John  B.  Monlux,  superintendent  of  city  schools, 
Hastings,  Neb.  There  is  probably  no  man  within 
the  limits  of  Adams  County  who  is  deserving  of 
more  credit  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  its  be- 
half than  Mr.  Monlux;  and  the  brief  facts  here 
presented  indicate  to  more  than  an  ordinary  degree 
the  relations  he  has  borne  to  the  county's  develop- 
ment, especially  so  in  educational  matters.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  his  birth  oc- 
curring near  North  Salem,  July  18. 1855,  and  is  the 
sou  of  Samuel  and  Agnes  (Clark)  Monlux,  natives 
of  Ohio  County,  Va.,  and  Guernsey  County,  Ohio, 
respectively.  John  B.  Monlux  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Monroe,  Jasper  Countj',  Iowa,  in  1869, 
and  there  received  a  liberal  education  in  the  common 
and  high  schools.  In  1873  he  entered  the  Iowa 
State  University,  graduating  from  the  classical 
course  in  1878,  and  afterward  taught  school  near  his 
home  until  1879.  After  this  he  became  assistant  in 
the  high  schools  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  and  subse- 
quently became  principal  of  the  same,  which  he 
conducted  for  two  years.  For  four  years  after  this 
he  was  city  superintendent  of  the  Fairfield,  Iowa, 
schools,  and  in  1887  he  came  to  Hastings,  where  he 
has  since  filled  his  present  position  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  all.  Under  his  management  the  schools 
have  been  thoroughly  and  carefully  graded  and 
now  hold  a  high  rank  among  the  graded  schools 
of  the  State.  He  is  an  able  educator  and  a  man 
universally  respected.  On  August  8,  1888,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  with  a  Miss  Tillie  E.  Creeth,  a 
native  of  Knoxville,  111.  Socially  Mr.  Monlux  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  and  in  his  political 
views  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  part}'.  In 
religion  he  is  a  Congregationalist. 

Eugene  B.  Moore,  furniture  dealer,  Kenesaw, 
Neb.  Mr.  Moore,  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Kenesaw,  is  a  native  of  Syracuse,  N.  Y. ,  where  his 


birth  occurred  on  May  26,  1845,  being  the  son  of 
Oman  Moore,  who  was  a  native  of  the  Green 
Mountain  State,  and  who,  at  an  early  daj',  moved 
with  his  parents  to  New  Y'^ork.  There  the  latter 
grew  to  manhood,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Catherine  Folts,  a  native  of  New  York  and  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  pioneer  families  of  that 
State.  In  1859  they  came  to  Illinois,  settling  in 
Fulton  County,  where  they  resided  until  1876,  when 
they  removed  to  Nebraska  and  settled  near  Kene- 
saw. There  the  father  purchased  a  farm  aud  there 
resided  until  1883,  when  he  received  his  final  sum- 
mons at  the  age  of  seventy  years.  Mrs.  Moore  is 
still  living,  is  seventy -one  j-ears  of  age,  and  makes 
her  home  with  her  son,  Albert  C. ,  ou  the  original 
homestead.  Eugene  B.  Moore  moved  to  Table 
Grove,  111.,  with  his  parents,  in  December,  1859, 
and  received  a  limited  education  in  the  common 
schools.  When  about  twentj-  years  of  age  he  went 
to  Belvidere,  111.,  where  he  served  an  apprentice- 
ship at  the  wagon  and  carriage  making  ti-ade,  and 
then,  in  1867,  he  returned  to  his  home  at  Table 
Grove,  111.,  where  he  established  himself  at  his 
trade,  conducting  a  general  carriage  and  wagon 
making  business  until  1871.  Then  on  account  of 
failing  health  he  was  compelled  to  seek  out  door 
employment,  and  engaged  at  the  carpenter  and 
builder's  trade.  In  1874  he  moved  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  located  on  his  present  farm,  adjoin- 
ing the  city  limits,  and  there  he  now  resides.  He 
had  visited  the  place  the  preceding  year,  and  first 
purchased  eighty  acres,  which  he  has  since  increased 
to  360  acres,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  county.  In  May,  1889,  he  established  his  pres- 
ent furniture  business  in  the  town  of  Kenesaw,  and 
is  now  the  only  furniture  dealer  in  the  place.  Mr. 
Moore  has  taken  an  active  interest  in  the  general 
advancement  of  the  town  and  count}',  and  is  recog- 
nized as  one  of  Kenesaw's  leading  citizens.  He  has 
served  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  public  educa- 
tion, has  also  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  aud  is 
a  member  of  Kenesaw  Lodge  No.  144,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.  At  the  time  of  his  settlement  there  was 
but  one  house  in  Kenesaw,  and  jMr.  Moore  and 
family  lived  in  that  the  first  summer  of  their  resi- 
dence here.      In  1868,  on  Decemlier  12,  Mr.  Moore 


^' 


ADAMS    COUNTY. 


married  Miss  Martha  J.  Kellj-,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
111. ,  her  parents  coming  to  Illinois  from  Kentucky, 
their  native  State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moore  have 
been  born  three  children:  Frank  D.  and  Fred  E. 
(born  at  Table  Grove,  III,  January  17,  1870,  and 
December  6,  1872,  respectively),  Pearl  M.  (born  at 
Juniata,  Neb. ,  May  4,  1879).  The  family  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Christian  Church. 

Hugh  A.  Moreland,  a  prominent  citizen  of  Juni- 
ata, is  deputy  sheriff  of  Adams  Count}-,  constable 
of  Juniata  Township,  general  collector  and  livery- 
man, and  was  born  in  Albany,  N.  Y. ,  in  1847,  being 
the  second  of  nine  children  born  to  Hugh  and  Pru- 
dence Moreland,  whose  maiden  name  was  Jennings. 
Both  parents  were  born  in  York  State,  and  in  1848 
removed  from  Albany  to  De  Kalb  County,  111. ,  of 
which  they  were  among  the  very  earliest  settlers. 
5Ir.  Moreland  entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  like 
the  majority  of  pioneer  settlers  had  rather  a  hard 
time  to  make  a  living  for  a  number  of  years,  as  the 
nearest  market  was  Chicago,  eighty  miles  distant, 
whither  he  hauled  his  products  with  ox  teams. 
After  living  on  this  farm  eight  years  he  went  to 
Minnesota  and  entered  a  piece  of  land  near  the 
present  site  of  Chatsworth,  and  on  his  property 
erected  the  first  house  in  the  township.  One  year 
later  he  returned  to  Illinois,  but  this  time  took  up 
his  abode  in  La  Salle  Countj',  and  here  became  the 
owner  of  a  large  farm,  on  which  he  is  still  residing. 
After  working  on  his  father's  farm  and  obtaining  a 
good  practical  education  in  the  common  schools, 
Hugh  A.  Moreland  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  j-ears  (in  1863),  becoming  a 
member  of  Company  K,  of  an  Illinois  regiment,  but 
was  soon  honorably  discharged,  upon  which  he  went 
to  Iowa,  and  secured  the  position  of  brakeman  on 
the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  &  St.  Paul  Kailroad,  and 
three  years  later  began  working  on  the  Sioux  City 
&  St.  Paul  Kailroad,  being  conductor  on  this  line 
for  three  years,  his  train  carrying  all  the  ties  with 
which  to  build  the  Winona  &  St.  Peter  Railroad. 
Upon  his  return  to  Illinois  he  engaged  in  farming  in 
that  State  for  about  two  years,  after  which  he  was 
connected  with  a  railroad  for  some  time,  and  in 
1875  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  for  a  period 
was  engaged  in  farming  and  operating  a  threshing 


machine  and  corn  sheller  near  Juniata.  He  next 
opened  a  livei-y  stable,  now  one  of  the  oldest  in  the 
town,  but  two  years  later  he  began  auctioneering  and 
collecting,  and  since  being  elected  to  the  position  of 
constable  these  two  occupations  have  received  his 
attention.  He  was  one  of  the  leaders  in  securing 
the  incorporation  of  Juniata,  and  served  as  its  mar- 
shal until  1886,  when  he  resigned..  He  has  been 
active  in  political  matters,  and  for  about  five  years 
has  held  the  position  of  deputy  sheriff.  He  became 
a  member  of  a  company  of  militia  in  1885,  and  after 
serving  one  year  as  a  private  he  was  chosen  captain 
of  Company  F,  Nebraska  National  Guards,  but  re- 
signed this  position  one  year  later.  He  has  attained 
high  rank  in  the  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  is  a  member  of  Juniata 
Lodge  No.  79,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  State 
convention.  When  Mr.  Moreland  was  a  boy  he  pur- 
chased a  colt,  which  he  broke  and  trained,  and  which 
afterward  developed  into  a  very  fast  animal,  either 
as  a  trotter  or  runner.  Many  races  were  won  with 
this  horse,  which  afterward  acquired  an  enviable 
reputation  on  the  race  track,  and  became  especiallj- 
famous  at  Long  Island,  and  sold  for  110,000.  Mr. 
Moreland  also  owned  "Fannie  Kemble,"  who  won 
for  him  the  three  mile  race  at  Belvidere,  and  another 
horse  with  which  he  won  the  first  race  ever  run  on 
the  track  at  Hastings,  and  the  Fourth  of  July  race 
at  York.  In  1889  he  erected  a  fine  liver}^  stable  in 
Juniata,  which  he  also  uses  as  a  sale  and  feed  stable, 
and  is  on  hand  every  Saturday  at  his  place  of  busi- 
ness ready  to  purchase  desirable  animals.  He  was 
married,  in  1880,  to  Miss  Josie  Hildebrand,  a  na- 
tive of  Ohio,  whose  parents  were  early  pioneers  of 
Iowa  and  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  are  now  living 
in  Dawson  County  of  this  State.  Mr.  and  3Irs. 
Moreland  have  had  born  to  them  four  children:  Imo, 
Chub  (who  died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months),  Frank 
and  one  other.  In  1882  Mr.  Moreland  erected  his 
present  residence  in  the  town,  and  is  also  the  owner 
of  other  valuable  property. - 

Benjamin  Morgan,  farmer  and  stockman,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  Originallj'  from  the  Buckeye  State, 
where  his  birth  occurred  (in  Perry  County)  in 
January,  1840,  Mr.  Morgan  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
settlers  of  Adams  County,  Neb.  His  father, 
Samuel  Blorgan,  was  also  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  fol- 
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lowed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  that  State.  He 
married  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Rose,  who  died  in 
1856,  and  the  result  of  this  union  was  seven  chil- 
dren, Benjamin  being  second  in  order  of  birth.  The 
father  is  still  living  and  resides  in  Peny  County-, 
Ohio.  Grandfather  Rose  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  The  above  mentioned  family  are  Jacob 
(maiTiedand  resides  in  Lincoln  County,  Neb.),  Ben- 
jamin (our  subject),  Elizabeth  (deceased),  Hannah 
(now  Mrs.  Tinker  of  Ohio),  Peter  (married  and  re- 
sides in  Fayette  County,  Ohio),  Rebecca  J.  (now  of 
London,  Ohio).  Upon  growing  up  it  was  but 
natural,  perhaps,  that  Benjamin  Morgan  should 
adopt  farming  as  his  future  occupation,  and  from 
the  very  first  he  became  acquainted  with  hard  work. 
He  secured  a  fair  education  in  the  district  schools 
of  Ohio,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of  the  war  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Thirty-first  Ohio  Infantry,  for  three 
years,  being  mustered  into  service  at  Camp  Chase. 
He  was  in  the  battles  of  Murfreesboro,  Logan,  Cross 
Roads  or  Mill  Springs,  Perryville,  Chiekamauga, 
Pittsburgh  Landing,  Corinth,  Lookout  Mountain, 
Missionary  Ridge,  Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain  and 
others.  He  was  under  severe  fire  at  Chattanooga, 
and  was  with  Sherman  to  xltlanta.  He  was  honor- 
ablj^  discharged  at  Atlanta  in  September,  1864,  and 
returned  to  Ohio.  He  was  married  in  Perry  Count}-, 
Ohio,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Pace,  a  native  of 
that  county  and  the  daughter  of  Miner  Pace,  one  of 
the  early  settlers  of  Ohio.  Mr.  Morgan  followed 
farming  in  Ohio  until  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in 
1873,  and  there  settled  in  Roseland  Township.  In 
1882  he  sold  out  and  purchased  160  acres  in  High- 
land Township,  which  he  has  since  improved  very 
much,  erecting  a  good  house  and  barn  and,  in  fact, 
has  all  the  necessary  conveniences.  He  votes  with 
the  Republican  party,  but  is  not  active  in  politics. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  at  Hastings.  To  their  marriage  were 
born  eight  children:  Flora  Jane  (now  Mrs.  Embry 
of  Lincoln  County,  Neb.),  Alice  Elmira,  Almeda 
Viola,  Sjivester  E. ,  Charles  Chester,  Arietta  Leona, 
George  and  Barley  Edgar.  Aside  from  his  success- 
ful farming  operations  Mr.  Morgan  is  also  deeply 
interested  in  raising  stock,  and  is  one  of  the  prom- 
inent agriculturists  of  the  county. 


William  Moritz.  proprietor  of  Hastings  Iron 
Works,  Hastings,  Neb.  Of  all  the  occupations 
engaging  the  industi-ious  application  of  human 
thought,  energy  and  endeavor,  there  are  none  of 
more  importance  than  that  of  the  scientifically 
skilled  machinist.  Nor  are  there  any  afl'ording  so 
wide  a  scope  for  the  products  of  genius,  the  benefi- 
cial exercise  of  God's  best  gifts  to  man — the  intellect. 
The  machinist  is  one  who,  educated  in  the  laws  and 
principles  of  mechanism,  has  the  genius  and  skill 
to  apply  them  so  as  to  produce  practical  results,  in 
the  shape  of  machinery.  Hastings  has  a  numlier 
of  these  flourishing  establishments,  but  none  of  more 
importance  than  that  conducted  by  Mr.  Moritz, 
who  bought  the  Hastings  Iron  Works  in  1889,  and  is 
now  doing  an  extensive  business.  He  employs 
about  twenty  hands  and  manufactures  well  boring 
and  drilling  tools,  columns  and  full  store  fronts, 
hoisting  elevators,  bridge  castings,  cast  and  wrought 
iron  furnaces  and  general  foundry  work.  Mr.  Mor- 
itz is  a  native  of  Saxony,  German}-,  where  his  birth 
occurred  August  23,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Charles 
and  Mary  (Stahlhad)  Moritz,  both  natives  also  of 
Saxony,  Germany,  but  now  residents  of  Hall  County, 
Neb.  William  Moritz  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1879,  located  in  Hastings  in  1885,  and  in  the  fall  of 
that  year  established  Hastings  Iron  &  Brass  Works, 
which  he  conducted  successfully  until  October,  1889, 
when  he  established  his  present  business.  He  was 
married  April  9,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  Toebele,  a 
native  of  Baden,  and  to  this  union  has  been  born  one 
son,  William.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Moritz 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  is  one  of 
Hastings'  enterprising  business  men  and  citizens. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P. ,  and  is  Chancelor 
Cominander  of  Teutonia  Lodge  No.  55. 

D.  M.  Morris,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hansen, 
Neb.  This  enterprising  and  successful  agriculturist 
owes  his  nativity  to  Greene  County,  Pa. ,  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  March  10,  1840,  and  is  the  eldest 
of  three  children  born  to  the  union  of  Robert  and 
Emiline  (Mills)  Morris,  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  father  is  still  living  in  his  native  State,  and  is  a 
successful  carpenter.  The  mother  died  in  1847. 
D.  M.  Morris'  time  in  early  youth  was  divided 
between  assisting  on  tlie  farm  and  in  attending  the 
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common  schools  of  Peuns3-lvania.  At  the  age  of 
fifteen  jears  he  came  to  Putnam  County,  111. , thence 
to  La  Salle  County,  where  he  cultivated  the  soil,  and 
from  there  to  Livingston  County,  of  the  same  State, 
in  1859,  where  he  continued  his  former  pursuit.  In 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  at  Camp  Butler,  111.,  in 
Company  F,  Thirty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  for  three 
years,  and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Camp  But> 
ler.  He  was  assigned  to  the  Western  department, 
and  was  in  the  battle  of  Fredericktown,  Cotton  Hill, 
Port  Gibson,  Champion's  Hill,  Black  River  Bridge, 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  Fort  Esperanza  and  many- 
others.  In  January,  1864,  he  veteranized  in  the 
same  company  and  regiment.  He  was  in  the  battles 
of  3Iobile,  Fort  Blakely,  and  from  there  marched  to 
Montgomer}-,  Ala. ,  where  he  learned  of  the  assassi- 
nation of  President  Lincoln.  He  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Yazoo  Citj-,  Miss.,  in  October,  1865. 
He  then  returned  to  Livingston  County,  111. ,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1866  went  to  Greene  County,  Pa., 
where  he  attended  college  for  eighteen  months. 
After  this  he  returned  to  Illinois,  taught  school  in 
La  Salle  County  for  some  time,  and  then  followed 
the  same  profession  in  Ringgold,  Iowa,  and  Nemaha 
County,  Nelj. ,  spending  two  and  a  half  years  in  the 
school  room.  In  1869  he  came  to  Nemaha  County, 
Neb.,  settled  in  Bedford  Township,  and  in  1870 
purchased  some  land  which  he  began  cultivating. 
He  was  married  in  Livingston  County,  111. ,  in  1871, 
to  .Mi^s  Ella  Perry,  a  native  of  that  count3-,  and  the 
dauglitercf  .Sylvester  and  Jane  Perrj',  natives  of  the 
Buckeye  State.  D.  M.  Morris  sold  out  in  1882, 
and  emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  where  he 
purchased  320  acres  of  land,  and  is  engaged  in  rais- 
ing stock.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics, 
and  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Nemaha  County,  Neb.,  he  held  several 
offices  of  public  trust,  and  discharged  the  duties 
incumbent  upon  them  to  the  satisfaction  of  all. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  A.  J.  Smith  Post  No. 
65,  G.  A.  R.,  Doniphan,  Neb.,  Congress  Lodge 
No.  173,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  Hansen,  Neb.,  Enterprise 
Encampment  No.  29,  L  0.  0.  F.,  Hastings,  Neb., 
and  a  member  of  Hell  Conclave  No.  1 ,  Heptasophs 
or  Seven  Wise  Men,  Supreme  Ephor  for  the  State 
of  Nebraska.    He  was  a  representative  to  the  Supreme 


Conclave  of  the  United  States,  which  convened  in 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  in  April,  1890.  To  Mr.  Morris' 
marriage  were  born  six  children:  Edward  B. ,  James 
M. ,  Jennie  B. ,  Emma  Myrtle,  Rhettie  and  Willie. 

William  Munroe,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Han- 
sen, Neb.  This  much  respected  and  enterprising 
citizen  is  another  of  the  pioneers  of  West  Blue  Town- 
ship, Adams  County,  Neb.,  locating  in  the  same  Oc- 
tober 24,  1872,  on  Section  8,  where  he  homesteaded 
160  acres.  He  was  born  in  the  Province  of  New 
Brunswick  in  1839,  and  was  early  initiated  into  the 
duties  of  farm  life.  In  1849  he  moved  with  his 
parents  to  Rock  County,  Wis. ,  where  he  received  the 
principal  part  of  his  education,  and  was  manned  in 
Jul}-,  1861,  to  Miss  Catharine  Case,  a  native  of 
Hebron,  N.  Y. ,  and  the  daughter  of  Merritt  and 
Amse  (Baldridge)  Case,  natives  of  Ohio  and  New 
York,  respectively.  Her  parents  were  married  in 
New  York,  and  in  1842  moved  to  Rock  County, 
Wis. ,  where  the  father  resided  for  man}'  years  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  October,  1884,  he  came  on  a 
visit  to  his  daughter,  and  died  in  November  of  that 
year.  He  was  constable  for  many  years.  The 
mother  died  in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  in  1844.  Mr. 
Munroe  followed  farming  for  himself  in  Wisconsin 
until  December  31,  1863,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany A,  Thirteenth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Madison  Wis. ,  assigned  to 
the  Department  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  in  re- 
served division  of  the  Twentieth  Corps  at  Decatur, 
Ala. ,  and  was  on  garrison  duty  guarding  the  Ala- 
bama River.  He  was  then  taken  sick,  was  in  the 
hospital  at  Jonesboro,  Tenn. ,  for  sometime,  and  was 
discharged  from  the  hospital  at  Nashville,  Tenn.,  in 
1865,  returning  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  May  14,  of 
that  year.  He  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  and 
in  1872  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  where  he 
entered  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  immediately  com- 
menced to  improve,  erecting  a  frame  house  and  sub- 
stantial outbuildings.  He  lived  in  a  covered  wagon 
for  sis  weeks,  and  in  1879  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  railroad  land.  Three  years  later  he  moved  to 
this  farm,  erected  a  good  house  and  barn,  and  now 
has  240  acres  of  excellent  land  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  within  six  miles  of  the  city  limits.  He 
raises  considerable  stock  and  is  one  of  the  progres. 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


sive  men  of  the  county.  He  takes  an  active  part  in 
politics,  and  liis  vote  is  cast  witli  tlie  Republican 
party.  He  has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board, 
organized  the  school  district  and  was  school  treasurer 
for  four  years.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters  as  may  be  seen.  He  is  a  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  also  a  member  of 
Strickland  Post  No.  13,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Hastings. 
Mrs.  Munroe  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
at  Hansen.  To  their  union  five  children  were  born: 
Carrie  A.  (now  Mrs.  Funk,  of  Doniphan,  Hall 
County,  Neb. ,  and  a  teacher  in  the  school  at  that 
place,  her  husband  being  principal  of  Doniphan 
school),  Cora  (now  Mrs.  Montague,  of  Hall  County, 
Neb.),  Irving  Eugene,  George  Albert,  Nancy  Amelia. 
Mr.  Munroe  has  seen  many  changes  in  the  country 
since  first  settling  here,  and  was  living  here  at  the 
time  of  the  blizzard  of  1873,  which  lasted  for  three 
days.  He  assisted  in  the  organization  of  West  Blue 
Precinct  and  Township,  and  assisted  in  locating  the 
county  seat  at  Hastings.  He  was  the  eldest  of  nine 
children  born  to  his  parents,  John  and  Nancy 
(Moores)  Munroe,  natives  of  New  Brunswick.  The 
father  was  a  successful  agriculturist,  was  married  in 
New  Brunswick,  and  soon  afterward  moved  to  Calais, 
Me. ,  where  he  remained  until  18-19.  He  then  moved 
to  Johnstown,  Rock  County,  Wis.,  purchased  forty- 
acres  of  land,  and  after  remaining  there  for  a  num- 
ber of  years  moved  to  Masonville,  Wis. ,  where  his 
death  occurred  January  6,  1874.  He  had  kept  a 
tavern  at  the  last  mentioned  place.  The  mother  is 
stilll  living,  and  now  resides  in  Doniphan,  Hall 
County,  Neb,,  whither  she  moved  in  1881.  Their 
family  consisted  of  the  following  children:  William, 
James  (was  drowned  in  the  Wisconsin  River  in  April, 
1873),  Eleanor  (now  Mrs  Hudson,  of  Hall  Count}-, 
Neb. ),  John  B.  (married  and  resides  on  Rock  Prai- 
rie, Rock  County,  Wis.).  George  (moved  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  in  May,  1880,  and  died  in  April,  1881, 
of  consumption),  Jane  (now  Mrs.  Dykeman,  of  Hall 
County,  Neb.),  Charles  (married  and  resides  in  Hall 
County,  Neb.),  Mary  (now  Mrs.  Rood,  of  Highland 
Township,  Adams  County),  and  Henry  (who  died  in 
Rock  County,  Wis. ,  about  1867.) 

Stephen  A.  Nash  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  and  is  actively  engaged  in  farming 


and  stock  raising.  He  was  born  in  Cohunliia 
County,  N.  Y.,  May  22,  1844,  and  like  the  majority 
of  the  natives  of  the  "  Empire  State"  he  is  indus- 
trious, enterprising  and  intelligent.  He  is  the 
eldest  of  three  surviving  members  of  a  family  of 
eight  children  born  to  Nelson  B.  and  Melvina 
(Shutts)  Nash,  who  were  also  born  in  York  State, 
the  former  July  24,  1812,  and  the  latter  November 
3,  1813.  In  early  life  the  father  learned  the  ti-ade 
of  a  clock  maker  in  the  Seth  Thomas  Clock  Factory, 
but  subsequently  gave  his  attention  to  farming, 
stock  raising  and  the  mercantile  business.  He  died 
in  Adams  Count}^,  Neb. ,  in  1882,  still  survived  by 
his  widow,  who  is  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  makes  her  home 
with  her  son.  Stephen  A.  Nash  was  educated  in 
the  common  schools,  and  worked  on  the  old  home- 
stead until  August  29,  1864,  when  he  entered  Com- 
pany K,  Fortj'-second  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  honor- 
ably discharged  June  30, 1865.  In  the  fall  of  1866 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  United  States  govern- 
ment as  surveyor  of  the  lands  belonging  to  the 
Osage  Indians,  and  the  following  year  was  spent  in 
trading  with  the  Indians,  after  which  he  went  to 
Wisconsin  and  remained  until  1870.  Since  that 
time  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Nebraska,  but  the 
first  two  years  were  spent  in  hunting  buffaloes,  be- 
ing an  associate  of  "Buckskin  Charlej',"  a  noted 
hunter  of  the  West.  In  1872  he  came  to  Adams 
County  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim,  and  in 
1882-83  purchased  grain  in  Hastings,  but  since  1887 
has  given  his  attention  to  general  farming  and  stock 
raising.  He  is  a  Republican.  Mr.  Nash  is  one  of 
the  leading  agriculturists  of  Adarns  County,  and  is 
the  owner  of  480  acres  of  valuable  land 

F.  V.  Nash.  As  might  naturally  be  expected, 
mention  is  made  in  the  present  work  of  many  citi- 
zens of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  who  wei-e  born  in  the 
"  Hoosier  State,"  and  Mr.  Nash  is  one  of  these,  and 
his  experience  has  been  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  the  county.  Born  on  December  26,  1852, 
he  is  a  son  of  Nelson  and  Melvina  Nash,  wee  Shutts, 
a  short  sketch  of  whom  appears  in  the  sketch  of 
Stephen  A.  Nash.  F.  Y.  Nash  is  next  to  the 
youngest  of  their  eight  children,  and  has  ever  de- 
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\-otetl  his  time  and  atteutiou  to  farming.  It  is  tlie 
calling  to  which  he  was  reared,  and  in  which  his 
father  achieved  success;  and  it  is  but  to  be  supposed 
that  he  would  meet  with  substantial  results  in  the 
same  capacity.  His  farm  comprises  a  well  improved 
tract  of  200  acres,  it  being  situated  about  three  miles 
southwest  from  the  county  court  house.  When  less 
than  two  years  of  age  he  was  taken  by  his  parents 
to  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  and  there  made  his  home , 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools,  until 
his  removal  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  November, 
1872,  where,  the  following  year,  he  began  life  on 
his  own  responsibility.  Although  a  man  young  in 
years,  he  may  be  said  to  be  an  old  settler  of  the 
count}-,  and  also  one  of  its  leading  agriculturists. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1887  was 
elected  clerk  of  Denver  Township;  was  re-elected  in 

1888,  and  also  in  1889.  Mr.  Nash  was  married 
January  10,  1878,  to  Mary  M.  Babcock.  They 
have  one  child  named  Rea,  who  was  born  April  3, 

1889.  Mrs.  Nash  was  born  in  Monroe  County, 
Mich.,  in  1858,  and  came  with  her  parents  to  Ne- 
braska in  1872.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Peter  H.  and 
Isabell  Babcock,  the  latter  of  whom  died  in  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  in  1877. 

Silas  W.  Niles  is  one  of  the  old  settlers  of  Den- 
ver Township,  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  is  one  of 
the  sturdy,  independent  agriculturists  of  the  same. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Madison  County  of  the  Empire 
State,  September  24,  1840,  and  he  is  the  youngest 
of  eight  living  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  John 
Niles  and  Sarah  Mosley,  who  were  born  in  1800  and 
1803,  and  died  in  Sterling,  111.,  in  1882  and  1885, 
respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather,  who  also 
bore  the  name  of  John,  died  in  Madison  County,  N. 
Y. ,  at  a  ripe  old  age.  Silas  W.  was  reared  in  the 
Nutmeg  State,  and  received  an  excellent  high  school 
education.  Being  quick  to  learn  and  of  a  rather 
studious  disposition,  he  made  rapid  progress  in  his 
books,  and  upon  starting  out  for  himself  was  well 
fitted  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  He  re- 
moved to  the  State  of  Iowa  in  1855,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  in  that  State  until  1874, 
when  he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  home- 
steaded  his  present  farm  of  200  acres,  in  Section  20, 
of  Denver  Township.      He  has  greatly  improved  his 


property  by  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  since  locating, 
and  besides  doing  general  farm  work  he  gives  con- 
siderable attention  to  the  raising  of  stock,  which  has 
so  far  proved  quite  remunerative.  He  was  married 
in  1864  to  Miss  Lois  James,  who  was  born  in  Vir- 
ginia in  1845,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of  four  sons: 
John  W.  (a  successful  educator  of  Adams  County), 
Albert  M.,  Arthur  and  James  I.  Mrs.  Niles  is  a 
daughter  of  James  and  Susanna  (Ault)  James,  na- 
tives of  Mar3dand,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in 
1804.  The  mother  died  in  1863  when  about  fifty- 
two  years  of  age.  Mr.  Niles  is  one  of  the  well-known 
and  highly  respected  men  of  the  county,  and  for 
several  years  has  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Denver  Township.  Although  formerly  a 
Republican  in  his  political  views,  he  is  now  a  Prohi- 
bitionist. He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

Christian  Nissen,  farmer  and  stockman,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  A  glance  at  the  lives  of  the  many  rep- 
resentative men  whose  names  appear  in  this  volume 
will  reveal  sketches  of  some  honored,  influential  cit- 
izens, but  none  more  deserving  of  mention  than 
Christian  Nissen.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Denmark, 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1838,  and  is  the  son  of 
Nicholas  and  Martha  Nissen.  The  father  was  a  suc- 
cessful tiller  of  the  soil,  and  both  he  and  wife  died 
when  their  son  Christian  was  quite  small.  The  lat- 
ter remained  in  Denmark  until  twenty-one  years  of 
age  and  then  emigrated  to  Wisconsin,  settled  in 
Waukesha  County,  and  there  engaged  in  farming, 
and  also  followed  the  carpenter  trade.  He  had  been 
in  that  State  about  two  years  when  the  war  broke 
out,  and  he  enlisted,  in  1861,  in  Company  P,  Fif- 
teenth Wisconsin  Infantry,  partiripatiug  in  the  ba'- 
tle  of  Island  No.  10,  and  was  in  a  ^ifat  many  skir- 
mishes. He  was  then  taken  sick  and  was  discharged 
in  1862  on  account  of  disability.  Returning  to  Wis- 
consin, he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  also  his 
former  trade  as  a  carpenter,  and  there  remained  for 
some  time.  In  1862  he  married  Miss  Mary  Holcar, 
daughter  of  A.  Holcar,  and  to  them  were  born 
twelve  children,  eight  now  living:  August,  Joe, 
Louisa,  Mary,  Christian,  Jennie,  Minnie  and  John. 
Those  deceased  were  named:  Mattie,  John,  Nicholas 
and  an  infant.     Mr.  Nissen  and  family  immigrate  1 
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to  Nebraska,  settled  on  160  acres,  where  he  now 
lives,  and  has  it  all  well  improved.  He  likes  the 
State  and  expects  to  make  it  his  home.  He  is  mod- 
erator of  the  school  district  in  which  he  lives,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  several  times. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  both  are  deeply  interested  in  religious  and  edu- 
cational matters.  He  is  Republican  in  politics  and 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Hastings.  He 
was  one  of  the  verj'  first  settlers  of  the  township. 

Hon.  Henr}'  E.  Norton,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  Emi- 
nent success  achieved  through  honorable  endeavor 
affords  one  of  the  greatest  sources  of  pleasure  to 
him,  who,  in  a  retrospective  view  of  life,  traces  his 
progress  by  such  tokens  as  deserve  admiration  and 
esteem.  Such  an  enjoyment  is  afforded  in  its  full- 
est sense  to  Mr.  Henry  E.  Norton,  of  whose  life  but 
a  brief  summary  is  presented  in  this  biographical 
sketch.  The  Norton  family  is  known  as  one  of  the 
earliest  families  of  Connecticut.  When  the  Maj-- 
flower  landed  at  Pl^-mouth  Rock  with  her  precious 
load  of  weary  pilgrims,  who,  in  order  that  they 
might  enjo}'  the  freedom  of  worship,  and  follow  this 
after  the  dictates  of  their  own  conscience,  left  their 
native  lands  and  pushed  westward  across  the  broad 
Atlantic,  there  was  numbered  among  this  little 
band,  one,  John  Norton,  in  whose  veins  flowed  the 
blood  of  the  sturdy  Scotch,  and  who,  settling  at 
Guilford,  Conn.,  became  the  progenitor  of  the  Nor- 
ton family  in  America.  Henry  E.  Norton  was  born 
at  Madison,  Conn. ,  on  August  3,  1836,  and  is  the 
son  of  Jonathan  E.  and  Eliza  (Stone)  Norton,  both 
worthy  people  of  the  same  town  and  State,  where 
the  father  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years, 
but  where  the  mother  now  resides  at  the  advanced 
age  of  eighty-five  years.  Of  a  family  of  three  sons 
and  three  daughters  born  to  this  worthy  couple, 
Henry  E.  is  the  third  child  in  order  of  birth.  Grow- 
ing to  manhood  in  his  New  England  home,  he  in- 
herited those  Puritanical  principles  of  iudustrj'  and 
sterling  integrity  which  have  ever  characterized  his 
after  life.  Young  Norton  secured  his  education  in 
the  high  schools  of  his  native  place,  and  early  pos- 
sessing a  longing  for  active  business,  we  find  him 
when  but  seventeen  j-ears  of  age,  acting  in  the 
capacity   of   traveling   salesman,   and    in    1861     he 


became  a  member  of  the  general  merchandising  firm 
of  Munger,  Norton  &  Co.  Two  years  later  he  en- 
gaged in  the  oil  industry  at  Titusville,  Pa. ,  as  a 
member  of  the  firm  of  Hale  &  Norton.  The  com- 
pany did  a  general  business,  pumping,  refining  and 
shipping  petroleum,  and  were  so  successful,  and 
their  business  increased  so  rapidly,  that  the  follow- 
ing year  they  found  it  necessarj-  to  establish  an 
office  at  the  corner  of  Maiden  Lane  and  Water 
Streets,  New  York,  Mr.  Norton  acting  as  general 
manager  of  the  company.  In  1865  he  went  to 
Canada,  and  organized  an  oiling  and  prospecting 
company,  at  Oil  Springs,  Ontario.  Soon  afterwaril 
he  returned  to  his  native  State,  where  he  engaged 
at  merchandising,  also  in  the  hard  wood  timber 
business  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1879  he  organ- 
ized the  Guilford  Enterprise  Company,  for  the  manu- 
facture of  vegetable  ivory  buttons,  and  was  elected 
general  manager,  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the 
compan}'.  Mr.  Norton  not  onlj-  took  an  active 
interest  in  the  business  development  of  his  country, 
but  also  took  a  deep  interest  in  politics,  and  in  1864 
represented  Guilford  in  the  General  Assembly  of 
Connecticut.  He  had  become  a  stockholder  in  the 
Lyon's  Rock  and  Lime  Quarry  Company,  of  Lj'ons, 
Col. ,  and  in  the  spring  of  1884  he  went  to  the  west 
to  view  his  propertj-,  and  was  at  once  elected  presi- 
dent of  the  company,  which  position  he  now  holds. 
In  1884  he  came  to  Kenesaw,  Neb.,  and  established 
the  Kenesaw  Exchange  Bank,  which  opened  for 
business  November  1 1 ,  of  that  year,  with  Mr.  Nor- 
ton as  president,  and  under  his  guidance  has  proved 
a  success.  The  firm,  first  known  as  Norton  &  Fry, 
has  since  been  changed  to  Norton  &  Hatch,  who, 
in  June,  1888,  established  the  Madrid  Exchange 
Bank.  In  1859,  at  Madison,  Conn. ,  he  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Lucy  A.  Munger,  a  native  of 
Madison,  and  also  of  old  Puritan  stock.  The  fruits 
of  this  union  were  two  sons  and  one  daughter: 
Elouise  C.  (now  Mrs.  P.  E.  Hatch,  of  Kenesaw, 
Neb.),  Charles  G.  (who  died  at  Guilford,  Conn.,  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years),  and  Elbert  E.  (assistant 
cashier  of  Kenesaw  Exchange  Bank,  and  a  graduate 
of  Yale  College  in  the  class  of  1888).  In  1880  Mrs. 
Norton  passed  to  her  last  long  sleep,  and  now  lies  at 
rest  in  tlie  cemetery  at  Guilford,  Conu. .  she  lieiug 
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at  the  time  of  her  death  a  respected  member  of  the 
Third  Congregational  Church  of  that  place.  In 
April,  1SS5,  at  Atlantic,  Iowa,  was  solemnized  the 
marriage  of  Mr.  Norton  with  Miss  Ella  S.  Talmadge, 
who  died  the  following  September,  at  Kenesaw, 
Neb.  His  marriage  with  La'"-a  Gertrude  Francis 
occurred  on  June  2,  1887.  'inis  ladj-  is  a  native  of 
Thibodeaux,  La  Fourche  Parish,  La.  The  family 
worship  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Kene- 
saw, of  which  they  are  members,  and  in  which 
organization  Mr.  Norton  is  an  elder.  He  has  for 
man}-  years  been  prominent  in  Masonic  circles,  both 
in  the  East  and  West,  first  becoming  a  member 
of  the  fraternity  in  1861,  when  he  entered  into 
St.  Albans'  Lodge  No.  38,  at  Guilford,  Conn.  He 
was  made  a  Koyal  Arch  Mason  at  Fair  Haven,  in 
1883,  and  the  following  year  became  a  member  of 
the  New  Haven  Commandery  No.  2,  K.  T.  He 
was  prominent  in  organizing  Kenesaw  Lodge  No. 
144,  of  which  he  is  a  charter  member  and  was  first 
Master.  He  is  also  a  member  of  Mt.  Nebo  Com- 
mandery No.  11,  at  Hastings,  Neb.  Since  his  resi- 
dence in  Kenesaw,  Mr.  Norton  has  been  prominently 
identified  with  all  movements  tending  toward  its 
advancement.  A  noticeable  event  in  his  career  is 
the  thorough  principles  upon  which  all  his  business 
ventures  were  conducted,  and  the  eminent  success 
with  which  thej'  were  attended.  Mr.  Norton  is  in 
every  respect  a  seK-made  man,  and  his  achievements 
are  due  to  his  own  personal  effoi-ts.  His  successful 
career  in  life  furnishes  for  the  younger  generation  a 
valuable  example,  showing,  as  it  does,  what  may  be 
accomplished  by  one  having  pluck  and  energj\ 

Hon.  Fred  P.  Olmstead  is  one  of  the  leading 
lawj'ers  of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  is  an  example 
of  what  can  be  accomplished  when  the  spirit  of 
determination  is  exercised  in  connection  with  the 
ever3'-day  affairs  of  life.  He  was  born  in  White- 
side County,  III,  October  29,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  C.  Olmstead,  who  was  born  April  21,  1818, 
and  removed  from  his  native  State  to  Illinois  in  1833, 
where  he  spent  a  number  of  years  as  government 
contractor.  In  1873  Adams  Countj',  Neb.,  became 
his  home,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  and  en- 
terprising residents  of  Little  Blue  Township.  His 
wife,  who  was  formerl}'  Miss  Octavia  Kendall,  was 


born  in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  in  1840  removed  to 
Illinois.  Hon.  Fred  P.  Olmstead  is  the  younger  of 
two  children,  and  from  his  earliest  recollections  was 
familiar  with  the  duties  of  farm  life.  After  receiv- 
ing an  excellent  knowledge  of  the  common  branches 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  county,  he  en- 
tered Cornell  College,  Iowa,  and  was  graduated 
from  this  institution  in  1871.  From  that  time 
until  1880  he  was  engaged  in  teaching  school,  a  por- 
tion of  the  time  being  principal  of  the  schools  of 
Cleveland,  111. ,  but  in  1878  came  to  Nebraska,  and 
as  an  educator  became  one  of  the  best  in  the  State, 
his  reputation  being  made  at  Harvard  and  Grand 
Island.  In  1882  he  began  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing in  Little  Blue  Township,  his  operations  in  these 
branches  of  business  resulting  satisfactorily,  but 
having  previously  acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of 
legal  lore,  he  passed  an  examination  and  in  1887  was 
admitted  to  the  Adams  Count}'  bar,  since  which  time 
he  has  given  this  calling  his  undivided  attention. 
In  1888  he  became  associated  with  0.  B.  Hewett, 
in  the  law  practice,  and  although  he  has  acquired  an 
excellent  civil  law  practice  he  makes  a  specialty  of 
criminal  cases,  in  the  handling  of  which  he  is  ver\- 
successful.  Having  always  been  a  Republican  his 
first  Presidential  vote  was  cast  for  U.  S.  Grant  in 
1872,  and  on  this  ticket,  in  1884,  he  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  State  Legislature  by  a  majority  of 
887,  and  was  afterward  made  chairman  of  a  special 
committee  appointed  to  investigate  frauds  said  to 
have  been  perpetrated  on  school  lands  and  funds. 
He  introduced  a  bill  for  the  location  of  the  Insane 
Asylum  at  Hastings,  and  upon  the  expiration  of  his 
term  was  returned  to  the  General  Assembly  and 
became  a  prominent  candidate  for  speaker  of  the 
House.  He  was  chairman  of  committee  on  railroads , 
a  member  of  the  judiciary  committee,  finance,  ways 
and  means,  and  also  of  common  public  lands  and 
buildings.  He  is  a  total  abstainer,  and  is  a  man 
who  has  through  honest  and  consistent  endeavor  at^ 
tained  his  present  enviable  position  among  the 
prominent  men  of  Adams  County.  He  is  a  man  of 
commanding  presence;  is  six  feet  two  inches  in 
height,  and  weighs  230  pounds. 

Henry  W.  Olmstead  is  a  tiller  of  the  soil  and 
stock  raiser  of  Little  Blue  Township,  Adams  County, 
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Xel). ,  and  is  the  youngest  of  four  children  reared  by 
Henry  and  Sarah  (Merritt)  Olmstead,  born  in  Ridge- 
field,  Conn. ,  and  New  York,  in  1795  and  1787, 
respectively.  The  father  was  a  son  of  Henry  Olm- 
stead, and  was  also  a  farmer  by  occupation,  his 
death  occurring  in  1870,  and  his  wife's  in  1884. 
She  was  a  daughter  of  Daniel  Merritt,  of  Port 
Chester,  N.  Y. ,  and  the  children  born  to  herself  and 
Mr.  Olmstead  are  as  follows:  Oliver,  Daniel  C. 
Mariat  J.  and  Henry  W.  The  latter  began  making 
his  own  way  in  the  world  in  1850,  removing  to 
Whiteside  County,  111.,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
culture, and  four  years  later  he  united  his  fortunes 
with  those  of  Miss  Sarah  W.  Oatman,  a  daughter  of 
Daniel  and  Betsey  Oatman  of  Virginia.  Mr.  Olm- 
stead removed  to  Nebraska  with  his  wife  and  family 
in  1874,  taking  up  a  homestead  claim  of  160  acres; 
and  owing  to  the  energy  and  enterprise  which  have 
ever  characterized  his  efforts,  he  has  become  the 
owner  of  336  acres  of  well  improved  and  fertile 
land.  Much  of  his  attention  is  given  to  the  raising 
of  horses  and  broom  corn.  He  has  always  assisted 
in  matters  pertaining  to  the  improvement  of  the 
county;  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  addition 
to  being  treasurer  of  his  district  he  is  a  member  of 
Ills  school  board.  He  and  wife  have  one  son, 
Edward  S.  (who  lives  in  Little  Blue  Township,  near 
his  father,  and  is  conducting  a  poultrj-  farm).  He  is 
maiTied  to  Ella  C.  loset,  of  Zero  Township,  Adams 
Count}'. 

D.  C.  Palmer,  liverj-mau  of  Hastings,  Neb. 
Considering  the  fact  that  since  Mr.  Palmer's  arrival 
upon  the  stage  of  human  action  he  has  been  com- 
pelled to  fight  the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  his 
career  has  been  more  than  ordinarily  successful,  and 
for  the  past  thi-ee  years  his  time  and  attention  have 
been  given  to  his  present  calling,  for  the  proper 
carrying  on  of  which  he  seems  to  have  a  natural 
aptitude.  Born  in  New  York  on  June  28,  1835,  he 
was  the  only  child  of  Guj^  Palmer  and  his  first  wife, 
the  latter  of  whom  died  when  her  son  was  five  j^ears 
old.  The  senior  Palmer  married  twice  afterward, 
and  is  now  living  with  his  third  wife  in  the  ' '  Empire 
State."  D.  C.  was  taught  the  intricacies  of  farm 
work  on  his  farmer's  homestead,  and  after  starting 
out  in  life  for  himself  this  occupation  continued  to 


be  his  calling  for  many  years,  in  connection  with 
which  he  conducted  a  butchering  business.  Both 
enterprises  proved  fairlj'  remunerative,  but  becom- 
ing dissatisfied  with  his  location  he,  in  1887,  came 
to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  and  opened  a  livery  stable,  which 
he  has  since  conducted  in  a  highly  successful  man- 
ner. His  early  education  was  acquired  in  the  dis- 
trict schools  of  his  native  county  and  in  the  Caze- 
novia  Seminary,  which  institution  he  attended  one 
and  a  half  terms,  but  his  knowledge  of  matters  and 
facts  has  not  alone  been  confined  to  this,  for  by 
contact  with  the  world  and  reading  the  cuiTent 
literature  of  the  day,  he  would  be  accounted  an  in- 
telligent and  .wide-awake  man  in  whatever  com- 
munity he  might  chose  to  locate.  Politically  he  is 
a  Republican,  and  he  and  wife,  whose  maiden  name 
was  Lucinda  E.  Bard,  and  whom  he  married  in  the 
State  of  New  York,  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church.  To  them  have  been  born  a  family 
of  four  children:  Frank,  Charles,  Herbert  and 
Florence.  Mr.  Palmer  has  had  three  half  brothers, 
one  of  whom,  D.  W.  Palmer,  still,  survives,  and  is 
also  a  resident  of  Hastings. 

William  H.  Palmer  has  been  connected  with  the 
farming  interests  of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  since 
March,  1878,  and  is  the  owner  of  400  acres  of  valu- 
able land,  the  greater  portion  of  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation, his  original  purchase  on  coming  here 
amounting  to  420  acres.  He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph 
County,  Ind. ,  in  1840,  a  son  of  James  and  Almira 
(Taylor)  Palmer,  and  grandson  of  James  and  Cyn- 
thia (Palmer)  Palmer  and  Adjanaza  Taylor.  James 
Palmer  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1794,  and  was 
married  about  1820,  becoming  the  father  of  the  fol- 
lowing children:  James  S. ,  Adelbert  B.,  Louisa, 
Alvina,  Dorothea,  Sophia,  George  W.  and  William 
H.  The  father  of  these  children  was  a  successful 
fanner,  a  soldier  in  tlie  War  of  1812,  and  in  his  po- 
litical views  was  formerly  a  Whig  in  politics,  but 
at  the  time  of  his  death  in  1861  he  was  a  Republi- 
can. His  wife  died  in  Indiana  in  1869.  The  early 
life  of  William  H.  Palmer  was  spent  in  Indiana,  and 
upon  his  marriage  in  1864  he  started  out  in  life  for 
himself,  and  after  farming  in  Lake  County,  Ind., 
until  March,  1878,  he  settled  on  his  present  prop- 
erty in  Adams  County,  Neb.      lie  is  a  member  of 
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the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  in  addition  to  tilling  his 
farm  he  has  been  engaged  in  running  a  threshing 
machine  for  the  past  eleven  years,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  fine  steam  thresher.  His  property  is 
finely  improved  and  he  has  a  good  young  orchard 
started.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a 
school  director  in  his  district.  His  wife  was  Miss 
Elsie  L. ,  a  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Alma  (Cross) 
Strong,  of  York  State.  She  was  born  in  Indiana  in 
1845,  and  has  borne  Mr.  Palmer  the  following  chil- 
dren: Martin  D.  (who  was  born  in  1867,  is  married 
to,  Emma  Taylor,  and  resides  in  Denver  Township, 
Adams  Countj-),  Alfaretta  (born  in  1868,  is  now 
jMrs.  Frederick,  of  Denver  Township),  Samuel  C. 
(was  born  in  1870),  Walter  E.  (in  1871),  Hattie  (in 
1873)  and  Alma  (in  1883).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Palmer 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

O.  R.  Palmer,  a  prosperous  lumberman  of  Ju- 
niata, Neb.,  was  born  in  Indiana  Countj',  Pa.,  in 
1851,  being  the  youngest  of  seven  children  born  to 
Henry  and  Sarah  Palmer,  who  were  extensive 
farmers,  to  which  occupation  their  son,  0.  R. ,  was 
reared.  He  attended  the  district  schools  near  his 
home  until  he  attained  his  eighteenth  year,  then  be- 
gan farming  for  himself  on  a  fine  piece  of  land  con- 
sisting of  sixty  acres,  which  he  had  purchased.  He 
soon  after  married  Miss  Salina  Hice,  whose  native 
State  was  Pennsylvania,  and  on  this  farm  he  resided 
and  made  many  improvements  for  seven  years,  then 
sold  out  and  began  farming  near  Morgan  town,  West 
Va. ,  but  only  remained  there  a  short  time,  and  re- 
sided successively  in  Ohio,  Kentucky,  Indiana,  Illi- 
nois, Missouri  and  Kansas,  remaining  in  the  latter 
State  a  period  of  eight  years.  In  1879  he  located 
with  four  friends  in  Decatur  County,  Kan. ,  and  with 
them  built  a  house  and  broke  up  some  land;  but  on 
September  30,  Indians  made  a  raid  on  them  and 
killed  Mr.  Palmer's  four  companions,  and  he  had  a 
very  narrow  escape  from  death,  being  wounded 
twice.  He  managed  to  evade  them,  however,  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  Oberlin,  where  he  told  his 
story,  upon  which  a  party  of  men  was  formed  to 
hunt  the  Indians  down,  and  the  result  was  two  were 
killed.  After  this  Mr.  Palmer  went  to  Glen  Elder, 
Mitchell  County,  and  spent  three  years  on  a  farm 
and  one  year  in  town,  being  engaged  in  the  liverj' 


business,  after  which  he  went  to  Greeley,  and  en- 
gaged in  digging  irrigating  ditches.  Still  later  he 
went  to  Beaver  Canyon,  where  he  was  engaged  in 
lumbering  for  the  Utah  Northern  Railroad  Company 
for  one  year,  and  from  that  time  until  October, 
1882,  was  engaged  in  freighting,  hauling  wood  and 
hay  in  Glendale,  Mont.  At  the  last  named  date  he 
located  in  Juniata,  Neb. ,  and  for  five  years  gave  his 
attention  to  the  dray  business  and  house  moving, 
after  which  one  year  was  spent  in  the  milling  busi- 
ness. On  May  1,  1888,  he  opened  his  present  lum- 
ber yard  in  Juniata,  and  now  deals  in  all  kinds  of 
lumber,  building  materials  and  stone.  Under  his 
careful  management  and  perseverance  the  business 
has  prospered,  and  he  is  now  justly  accounted  one 
of  the  leading  business  men  of  the  place,  and  has 
recently  taken  charge  of  the  mill.  In  1886  he 
erected  a  commodious  and  substantial  brick  resi- 
dence, the  only  one  in  the  place,  and  here  expects  to 
make  his  home  for  years  to  come.  He  takes  an  in- 
terest in  political  matters,  and  has  served  several 
years  as  justice  of  Juniata,  and  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  town  council.  He  has  passed  all  the 
chairs  in  the  I.  0.  O.  F. ,  and  is  a  member  of  Juniata 
Lodge  No.  79.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Sarah  M. ,  Carrie  A.,  Salina  J., 
Myrtle  A.,  Minnie  Grace,  Benjamin  Roy  (who  died 
December  25,  1888,  at  the  age  of  nine  years),  Harry 
R.  (born  November  14,  1886)  and  George  Russell 
(born  October  5,  1889). 

G.  W.  Parks,  farmer  and  stockman,  Holstein, 
Neb.  A  life  long  experience  in  the  channels  of 
agricultural  pursuits  has  contributed  not  a  little  to- 
ward the  success  which  has  come  to  the  lot  of  Mr. 
Parks  since  he  began  farming  for  himself.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  Dearborn  County,  Ind. ,  where 
his  birth  occurred  on  April  18,  1838,  and  is  the  son 
of  Zephaniah  Parks,  who  was  born  in  the  Empire 
State  in  1792.  The  latter  went  to  Indiana  when  a 
young  man,  settled  in  Dearborn  County,  and  was 
there  married  to  iMiss  Leah  Green,  daughter  of  Eli 
Green,  and  granddaughter  of  Gen.  Nathaniel  Green. 
Later  he  moved  to  Illinois,  afterward  to  Iowa,  where 
he  improved  a  farm  in  Johnson  County.  He  died,  in 
Poweshiek  County  in  1874;  his  wife  in  1867.  He 
served  as  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  being  with 
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Gen.  Harrison  at  the  liattle  of  the  Thames.  George 
W.  Parks  grew  to  manhood  principally  in  Johnson 
'  County,  Iowa,  received  a  good  common  school  edu- 
cation, and  afterward  taught  school  for  about  two 
years  in  that  State.  Later  he  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits  in  the  last  named  count}-,  continued 
at  this  for  a  number  of  years,  and  in  August,  1862, 
enlisted  in  Company  B,  Twentj-eighth  Iowa  Infan- 
try, and  served  until  discharged  for  disability  on 
January  5,  1865.  He  enlisted  as  corporal,  and  was 
in  the  battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Champion's  Hill,  Big 
Black  River,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Sabine  Cross 
Roads  and  Pleasant  Hill,  La.;  was  wounded  in  the 
foot  and  arm  at  Winchester,  Va.  He  was  perman- 
ently disabled,  and  after  being  discharged  returned 
home.  He  taught  school,  and  in  connection  carried 
on  fanning  until  he  came  to  Nebraska  in  1875.  He 
arrived  here  in  June  of  that  year  and  located  on  his 
present  property,  which  consists  of  635  acres,  about 
half  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
with  osage  hedge,  orchards  and  good  frame  build- 
ings. Mr.  Parks  is  a  Democrat  in  politics;  has  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  He  was  married  first 
(111  Si'ptember  1,  1S59,  in  Gentry  County,  Mo.,  to 
Mi-s  .Martha  Caudle,  who  died  in  Nebraska  in  1887, 
leaving  nine  children:  Nettie,  Russell,  B.  W. , 
Frank  G. ,  Maggie,  Ella,  William  S.,  Melville  B. 
and  Arthur  E.  Mr.  Parks'  second  marriage  occurred 
in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  October,  1888,  to  Miss 
Alirc  Linn,  a  native  of  Missouri,  and  the  fruit  of 
this  union  has  been  one  child,  a  son,  Alpine.  Mr. 
Parks  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Luther  B.  Partridge,  county  clerk  of  Adams 
County,  although  a  young  man,  has  made  his  way  to 
the  front  ranks  among  the  enterprising  citizens  of 
this  locality,  and  his  name  is  identified  with  the  well- 
fare  and  material  and  social  happiness  of  Adams 
County.  He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Ind. , 
^laroh  3,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Harper  and  Eunice 
(Boyden)  Partridge,  who  were  born  in  Vermont  and 
Massachusetts,  in  February,  1806,  and  March  26, 
1825,  respectively.  At  an  early  day  the  Partridge 
family  settled  in  Ohio,  later  in  Indiana,  thence  in 
1865  to  Niles,  Mich. ,  and  in  1878  came  to  Nebraska, 
settling  in  Adams  county,   where  the  father's  death 


occun-ed  October  5,  1879,  and  where  the  mother  is 
still  living.  Luther  B.  Partridge  is  one  of  their 
five  children  and  received  his  early  education  in  the 
schools  of  Niles,  Mich.  On  coming  to  Nebraska  he 
engaged  in  farming,  which  occupation  received  his 
undivided  attention  until  1882,  when  he  came  to 
Hastings,  and  for  five  years  acted  as  clerk  in  a 
mercantile  house.  Politically  he  has  always  been 
an  ardent  Republican,  and  in  1887  he  was  elected 
to  the  clerkship  of  Adams  County,  a  position  to 
which  he  was  elected  a  second  time  in  1889  by  a 
plurality  of  668.  He  is  a  faithful,  competent  offi- 
cial, and  possesses  that  strength  of  character  and 
genuine  merit  which  place  him  among  the  leading 
men  of  the  county.  He  is  Past  Master  in  the 
Masonic  Lodge  (Kenesaw  No.  14),  and  also  l^elongs 
to  Hastings  Lodge  No.  28,  of  the  K.  of  P.  He 
was  married  March  25,  1873,  to  Miss  Lucy  K.  Rob- 
ertson, a  native  of  Indiana,  and  by  her  has  one 
child:  ElsworthN. 

Charles  H.  Paul.  For  the  past  eighteen  3-ears, 
since  locating  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  Mr.  Paul 
has  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being  not  onlj-  pro- 
gressive in  his  views,  but  thoroughly  posted  on  all 
matters  of  public  interest.  He  has  become  well 
known  for  honorable,  upright  dealing,  and  has  kept 
the  name  he  bears  pure  in  the  sight  of  all.  He  was 
born  in  York  County,  Me. ,  April  11,  1847,  and  is  a 
descendant  of  William  Paul,  who  left  England,  at 
Graveseud,  in  1717,  and  settled  at  Taunton,  Mass. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  John  Paul,  born  at 
Kittery,  Me.,  in  1770,  and  died  on  the  old  home- 
stead in  that  State,  at  a  ripe  old  age.  His  son, 
John  Paul,  Jr.,  uncle  to  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
went  to  sea  in  his  youth,  and  during  the  War  of 
1812  his  vessel  was  at  New  Orleans,  and  was 
blockaded  bj-  the  English.  He  was  forced  to  aban- 
don his  ship,  and  returned  to  his  home  in  Maine  on 
foot,  the  journey  comprising  nine  months.  Luther 
W.  Paul,  father  of  Charles  H. ,  was  born  in  1817, 
in  Maine,  as  was  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was 
Betsey  Fall,  her  birth  occurring  in  1819.  The^-  are 
now  residents  of  Great  Falls,  N.  H. ,  and  although 
quite  aged  they  are  yet  hale  and  hearty.  Charles 
H.  Paul  is  the  eldest  of  four  children,  and  at  the 
age  of  eight  years  was  taken  bj'  his  parents  to  Man 
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Chester,  N.  H.,  where  he  attended  sehool  until  the 
l)reaking  out  of  the  late  Civil  War,  at  which  time  he 
enlisted  in  Company  A,  Seventh  New  Hampshire 
Volunteer  Infantry  (being  at  that  time  only  fourteen 
years  old),  and  with  his  regiment  participated  in 
seventeen  hard  fought  battles,  some  of  the  most 
important  being:  Morris  Island,  S.  C. ;  Fort  Wag- 
ner, S.  C. ;  Chester  Station,  Va. ;  Olusee,  Fla. ; 
Drury's  Blufif,  Va. :  Mine  Run,  Va. ;  Deep  Bottom, 
Va. ;  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C,  and  Wilmington,  N.  C. 
After  an  honorable  service  of  three  years  and  ten 
months,  he  was  discharged  at  Goldsboro,  N.  C. ,  as 
sergeant.  He  returned  to  New  Hampshire,  and  for 
two  and  one-half  j-ears  was  clerk  in  the  postofBce  of 
JIanehester,  after  which  he  entered  his  father's  boot 
and  shoe  manufactory,  remaining  with  him  about 
one  year  and  a  half.  The  year  1869  found  him  in 
Lynn,  Mass.,  where  he  was  employed  by  a  large 
manufacturing  establishment  as  a  shoe  cutter.  This 
city  continued  to  be  his  home  until  1872,  when  he 
settled  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  engaging  the  fol- 
lowing year  in  the  boot  and  shoe  business  in  Hast- 
ings, wliich  occupation  received  the  greater  part  of 
his  attention  for  eight  j'ears.  In  1881  he  was  ap- 
pointed postmaster  of  Hastings,  and  served  until 
his  successor  was  appointed  by  President  Cleveland. 
In  1887  he  was  elected  treasurer  of  Adams  Countj-. 
He  was  honored  by  a  re-election  in  1889,  with  a 
majority  of  710,  in  which  capacity  he  is  ably  dis- 
charging his  duties,  and  as  an  official  has  the 
implicit  confidence  of  his  constituents.  Always  an 
uncompromising  Republican,  he  has  aided  his  party 
to  the  utmost,  and  in  return  his  party  has  honored 
him  with  his  present  position.  His  union  to  Miss 
Eliza  F.  Durgin  took  place  in  18G8.  She  was  born 
in  Compton,  N.  H. ,  in  1849,  and  she  and  Mr.  Paul 
are  the  parents  of  two  daughters:  Ada  and  Blanche. 
K.  Pearson,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  has  been 
worthily  and  prominently  identified  with  the  farming 
interests  of  Adams  County,  Neb.,  since  coming  to 
this  country  in  1872.  He  was  born  in  Sweden  in 
1837,  being  the  eldest  of  three  children  born  to  K. 
and  Charley  (Olson)  Pearson,  who  were  agricultur- 
ists in  their  native  land.  The  mother  died  about 
1863,  leaving  three  children:  Anna'  (in  Sweden), 
Ella  (Mrs.  Nelson,  residing  in  Hastings,  Neb.),  and 


the  subject  of  this  sketch.  The  latter,  upon  his 
arrival  in  America,  settled  almost  immediately  in 
Adams  County,  on  the  farm  where  he  now  lives,  and 
on  taking  out  his  homestead  papers  he  found  that  it 
was  No.  33,  showing  that  only  thirtj--two  home- 
steads had  been  taken  up  before.  On  this  property 
he  set  energeticalljr  to  work,  and  it  now  shows  to  a 
noticeable  extent  what  years  of  industry,  good  man- 
agement and  superior  knowledge  will  do  toward 
improving  land.  He  has  now  a  half  section  of 
superior  land,  all  of  which  is  the  result  of  honest 
and  conscientious  work.  He  has  been  interested  in 
all  worthy  movements  since  coming  here,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  Independent,  voting  rather  for  the 
man  than  the  party.  He  has  always  been  found 
ready  to  support  the  cause  of  Christianity  and 
schools,  and  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church.  He  was  married  in  1863, 
while  in  Sweden,  to  Anna  Benson,  and  by  her  has 
three  children:   Charley,  Barney  and  Henrietta. 

A.  R.  Pearson,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast> 
ings.  Neb.  A  representative  citizen  of  Adams  County, 
and  a  man  recognized  and  respected  as  such  where- 
ever  known ,  Mr,  Pearson  is  at  this  time  largely  in- 
terested in  farming  and  stock  raising,  to  which  he 
has  given  his  attention  for  many  years.  He  was 
born  in  Lenawee  Count}',  Mich.,  in  1848,  and  was 
the  fifth  in  a  family  of  nine  children  born  to  David 
and  Jane  (Pickering)  Pearson,  natives  of  Lincoln- 
shire, England.  The  parents  were  married  in  their 
native  countiy,  and  in  1836  emigrated  to  America, 
locating  in  New  York,  where  they  remained  for  two 
years.  They  then  moved  to  Lenawee  County,  Mich. , 
purchased  land,  improved  it,  and  there  the  death  of 
the  father  occurred  in  1873.  The  mother  still  sur- 
vives, and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  A.  R. 
Pearson  was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  farm 
life,  and  he  was  fortunate  in  securing  a  good  educa- 
tion in  the  schools  of  Lenawee  Count}',  Mich.  He 
was  married  in  that  county  in  1875  to  Miss  Eola  G. 
Saulsbury,  a  native  of  Lenawee  County,  Mich. ,  and 
the  daughter  of  Levi  and  Cordelia  Saulsbury,  natives 
of  New  York.  Her  parents  moved  to  Michigan  at 
an  early  day,  and  there  they  are  now  residing. 
After  marrying  Mr.  Pearson  farmed  for  one  jear, 
and  then  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  where  he 
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purchased  a  farm  of  160  acres.  All  this  he  has  now 
under  cultivation,  and  is  also  interested  in  stock 
raising.  He  is  active  in  politics  and  his  vote  is  cast 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  as  mag- 
istrate of  his  township  sines  1885,  and  served  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board  for  six  years,  taking 
much  interest  in  educational  matters.  He  and  Mrs. 
Pearson  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  their  own  district.  Mr.  Pearson's  and 
other  families  organized  a  church,  which  prospered, 
and  now  has  thirty-five  members.  Mr.  Pearson  has 
been  church  official  for  six  years,  and  was  Sundaj^- 
school  superintendent  for  two  j-ears.  He  is  a  man 
who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  progress  of  the 
county,  and  his  aid  and  means  are  liberally  given  to 
all  laudable  enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  same. 
To  his  marriage  were  born  the  following  children: 
Ethel,  Earl  and  Effle.  Ethel  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

M.  V.  Perkins,  another  pioneer  settler  of  High- 
land Township,  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in 
April,  1873,  settled  on  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides, and  there  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
first  homesteaded  eighty  acres  in  Section  22 ,  High- 
land Township,  and  this  he  has  improved,  added  to 
and  cultivated,  until  he  has  one  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  county.  , He  was  born  in  Bureau  County,  111. , 
in  1837,  and  was  the  eldest  of  four  children  born  to 
Timothy  and  Cynthia  (Perkins)  Perkins,  natives 
of  Kentucky'  and  Virginia,  respectivelj'.  Timothy 
Perkins  went  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  at  an  early 
day,  and  was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the 
farm.  He  was  married  in  Bureau  County,  111. ,  and 
there  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  took  an 
active  part  in  politics,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Blackhawk  War.  His  death  occurred  in  1865,  and 
the  mother's  death  occurred  a  number  of  years  pre- 
vious. Being  reared  to  farm  life,  it  was  but  natural, 
perhaps,  that  when  it  became  time  for  M.  Y.  Per- 
kins to  start  out  in  life  for  himself,  he  chose  that  as 
his  calling,  although  previous  to  this,  however,  he 
had  made  a  journey  to  California  (1864),  overland; 
was  five  months  on  the  road,  and  followed  mining 
there  until  1866,  when  he  returned  to  Illinois  and 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  which  has  been  his  prin- 
cipal  occupation   since.      He   was    married   in   his 


native  county  in  18G0  to  Mrs.  F]liza  Perkins,  a  na- 
tive of  Nodaway  County,  Mo.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Jesse  Blackburn,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  one  of 
the  pioneers  of  Marj-ville,  Mo.  Mr.  Blackburn  was 
a  f armer  by  ^occupation ,  and  died  man}-  j-ears  ago. 
M.  V.  Perkins  cultivated  the  soil  in  Bureau  County, 
111. ,  until  coming  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  in  1873. 
He  has  good  substantial  buildings  on  his  place,  and 
the  original  eighty  acres  have  been  increased  to  1 60 
acres,  all  of  which  is  in  tillable  condition.  He 
raises  considerable  stock,  and  makes  a  specialty  of 
blooded  animals,  having  a  fine  grade  of  Norman 
horses  and  Short-horn  cattle,  and  taken  all  in  all, 
he  is  one  of  the  enterprising  and  progressive  men 
of  the  county.  He  is  a  Democrat,  and  active  in 
politics.  Mr.  Perkins  aided  in  the  organization  of 
the  township,  is  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  at 
Hastings,  Neb.  To  their  union  were  born  nine 
children:  William,  Isabell,  Jane,  Jesse  (married 
and  resides  in  the  township),  Martin,  Fred,  Lindsey, 
Ada  and  Emma.  Mr.  Perkins  has  seen  the  full  and 
complete  development  of  the  county,  and  has  killed 
buffalo  near  his  farm.  Hastings  was  but  a  small 
place  when  he  first  settled  here,  and  it  seems  to 
have  grown  up  like  magic.  He  has  aided  in  all 
enterprises  for  the  good  of  the  countj',  particularly 
so  in  educational  matters.  He  is  practicallj-  a  self- 
made  man,  all  his  propei-tj-  being  the  result  of  his 
own  exertions. 

Melancthon  W.  Peters,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Hastings,  Nelx  ]\Ir.  Peters  is  a  typical  Nebraska 
citizen,  substantial,  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  such  a  man  as  wields  no  small  influence  in  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home.  He  came 
originally  fi-om  the  State  of  New  York,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Oneida  County  in  1835,  and  was  the 
second  in  a  family  of  four  children  born  to  the 
union  of  Amos  and  Polly  (Miller)  Pet«rs,  natives  of 
Whitehall,  N.  Y. ,  and  Kingsburg,  Vt. ,  respectively. 
The  parents  were  man-ied  in  New  Y''ork,  and  in 
1842  the  father  moved  to  Calumet  County,  Wis., 
where  he  followed  the  trade  of  a  stone  mason.  His 
death  occurred  in  1855.  The  mother  died  in  New 
Y'ork  in  1839.  Melancthon  W.  Peters  was  but 
seven  years  of  age  when  he  moved  with  his  father 
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to  Wisconsin,  making  the  trip  liy  way  of  the  Erie 
Canal  and  the  lakes,  and  the  principal  part  of  his 
education  was  received  in  Calumet  County,  of  that 
State.  He  commenced  fanning  for  himself  in  Fond 
du  Lac  County,  Wis.,  and  this  continued  until  in 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  for  three  months  in  the 
ninety  day  service,  first  call,  and  began  duty  at 
Milwaukee,  Wis.,  in  April,  1861,  in  Company  I, 
First  Wisconsin  Infantry.  He  was  in  the  battle  of 
Falling  Waters,  Va. ,  and  in  July  of  the  last  named 
year  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  First  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry, for  three  years,  or  during  the  war,  being 
mustered  in  October  8,  at  Milwaukee,  Wis.  He 
was  assigned  to  the  Department  of  the  Cumberland, 
and  was  in  the  battles  of  Lallahoma  and  Chicka- 
mauga.  He  received  a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  left 
shoulder,  was  taken  prisoner  and  confined  first  at 
Belle  Island,  then  at  Libby,  and  finally  at  Danville, 
Va. ,  where  he  succeeded  in  making  his  escape  by 
digging  a  tunnel.  He  was  re-captured  at  Black- 
water  River  and  taken  to  the  Libby  pen.  During 
the  re-capture  he  received  a  gun-shot  wound  in  the 
neck  and  wrist,  and  was  retained  in  the  misei-able 
den  for  ten  days,  when  he  was  returned  to  Belle 
Island.  From  there  he  was  taken  to  Andersonville, 
on  June  7,  1864,  and  confined  in  that  terrible  prison 
until  about  the  first  of  September,  when  he  was 
taken  to  Florence,  S.  C.  He  remained  there  until 
November  30,  1864,  when  he  was  paroled  and 
returned  to  Wisconsin,  with  an  experience  in  the 
Southern  prison  pens  which  he  would  not  care  to 
repeat.  At  the  close  of  service  he  engaged  in  till- 
ing the  soil,  and  in  1865  he  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Amelia  Harmer,  a  native  of  Calumet  County, 
Wis. ,  where  they  were  married,  and  the  daughter  of 
Ira  and  Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Harmer.  Her  parents 
were  natives  of  New  York  State,  and  emigrated  to 
Calumet  County,  Wis.,  in  1836,  being  the  first 
pioneers  of  the  county.  The  father  died  in  1872; 
but  his  excellent  wife  still  survives  him,  and  resides 
in  Hastings,  having  moved  from  her  Wisconsin 
home  to  Omaha,  Neb. ,  in  1877,  and  thence  to  Hast 
ings,  in  1878.  Mr.  Peters  moved  to  Fond  du  Lac 
County,  Wis. ,  in  1868,  and  to  Adams  County,  Neb. , 
ten  years  later,  where  he  now  resides.  He  is  not 
very  active  in  politics,  but  his  vote  is  always  cast 


with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  and  takes  much  interest  in  edu- 
cational matters.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born 
nine  children:  Sherman,  Jessie,  Amos,  John  Wes- 
ley, Frank,  Lillie,  William,  Elizabeth  and  Harry. 

Truman  D.  Phelps,  farmer,  Kenesaw,  Neb.  Mr. 
Phelps  is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  Wanda 
Township,  and  the  energetic  and  wide-awake  manner 
in  which  he  has  taken  advantage  of  all  methods  and 
ideas  tending  to  the  enhanced  value  of  his  property, 
has  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  obtaining  the  compe- 
tence which  he  now  enjoys.  He  was  born  in  Herki- 
mer County,  N.  Y".,  on  April  11,  1837,  and  is  the 
son  of  Isaac  and  Ruth  (Vickery)  Phelps,  both  na- 
tives of  York  State.  Truman  D.  is  the  youngest  of 
a  family  of  five  children,  and  when  eighteen  years  of 
age  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  finished  his  education  in  the  public 
high  school  of  Warren.  After  this  he  was  engaged 
in  teaching  and  at  various  other  occupations  until 
1863,  and  in  1865  he  removed  to  Grundy  County, 
111. ,  where  for  the  following  ten  years  he  was  a  tiller 
of  the  soil.  In  1875  he  established  a  general  mer- 
chandising business  at  Gardner,  111.,  which  in  1878 
was  conducted  under  the  firm  name  of  Pratt,  Martin 
&  Phelps,  who  two  years  later  were  succeeded  by 
Phelps  &  Lewis.  This  firm  continued  until  1885, 
and  during  the  summer  of  1887  Mr.  Phelps  traveled 
through  the  West,  and  becoming  impressed  with  the 
great  advantages  offered  by  Adams  County,  he  de- 
termined to  locate  there.  Accordingly  he  purchased 
his  present  farm  in  Section  12,  Wanda  Township, 
and  three  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  the  village  of 
Kenesaw.  In  September  of  the  same  j-ear  he  brought 
his  family  to  Kenesaw,  where  they  continued  to  re- 
side until  the  completion  of  their  present  fine  resi- 
dence, when  they  located  on  the  place  in  December, 
1887.  Mr.  Phelps  has  continued  to  improve  his 
place  until  he  now  has  one  of  the  best  improved 
farms  and  one  of  the  handsomest  farm  residences  in 
Wanda  Township.  He  devotes  much  of  his  atten- 
tion to  the  raising  of  fine  stock,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  this  region.  His 
marriage  with  Miss  Clara  Griswold  was  celebrated 
on  January  26,  1862.  She  is  a  native  of  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  born  September  23,  1843,  and  is  the 
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daughter  of  Jesse  and  Susannah  (Mausell)  Griswold, 
both  natives  of  Penns.ylvania,  who  in  1846  removed 
to  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  There  the  mother  died, 
and  the  father  then  made  his  home  with  his  children 
in  Grundy  County,  III,  and  there  died  in  1874. 
The  Phelps  family  are  of  English  extraction,  and 
for  generations  have  resided  in  America.  One  of 
the  ancestors  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and 
the  father  of  our  subject  was  in  the  War  of  1812. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  Truman  D.  en- 
listed in  the  Ohio  Volunteer  Militia,  but  was  re- 
jected by  the  nic(li.-al  rxiiiuiuiim  board.  Politically 
Mr.  Phelps  is  n  sImikIi  Kc|iiililii;in,  and  both  he  and 
wife  are  wortli}'  iiicinlicis  oT  the  Baptist  Church,  be- 
ing active  in  worlds  of  charity  and  benevolence. 
Jlrs.  Phelps  is  a  memlier  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. ,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  W.  R.  C.  They  now  reside 
on  their  farm  near  Kenesaw,  where  they  have  a 
pleasant  home  and  are  surrounded  by  the  comforts 
of  life.  Their  only  child,  William  M. ,  who  was 
born  on  February  9,  1876,  resides  with  them,  and 
adds  to  the  sunshine  of  their  lives.  The  family  is 
universally  respected  and  esteemed.  Mr.  Phelps  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

David  S.  Phelps  by  his  superior  management 
has  become  a  well-to-do  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.  Born  in  Bureau  County, 
111.,  April  21,  1859,  he  is  a  son  of  E.  H.  and  Mary 
(Morse)  Phelps,  natives  respectively  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Connecticut.  When  a  young  man,  in 
1831,  E.  H.  Phelps  removed  to  Illinois,  there  being 
only  seventeen  families  in  Bureau  County  at  the 
time  of  his  settlement,  and  he  is  now  its  oldest  liv- 
ing resident.  He  was  married  in  Illinois,  and  he  and 
wife  reared  a  family  of  three  daughters  and  one  son, 
two  daughters  being  now  residents  of  Adams 
County,  Neb.  David  S.  Phelps  remained  with  his 
father  until  he  was  twenty  years  old,  and  besides 
receiving  the  advantages  of  the  common  schools 
was  an  attendant  of  the  Princeton  high  school.  Be- 
lieving that  he  could  do  better  in  Nebraska  than  in 
his  native  State,  he  came  west  in  1879  and  located 
in  Adams  County,  on  the  farm  of  1 60  acres  where  he 
now  lives.  All  his  land  is  well  fenced  and  under 
cultivation,  s.iid  he  has  just  built  him  a  new  resi- 
dence, and  convenient  to  the  house  is  an  apple  and 


peach  orchard,  consisting  of  150  trees  just  commenc- 
ing to  bear.  His  crop  in  1889  was  exceptionally 
large;  and  he  is  gradually  accumulating  means,  and 
will  eventually  be  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the 
county,  for  he  possesses  all  the  requisites  necessary 
to  success,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  energy, 
enterprise  and  economy.  His  stock  is  all  of  a  good 
grade,  his  cattle  being  of  the  Short^horn  breed,  his 
swine,  Poland  China,  and  he  has  a  fine  Clj'desdale 
brood  mare.  Being  a  Republican  in  politics,  he 
has  served  as  delegate  to  numerous  count}-  and 
State  conventions,  and  he  and  wife  are  memliers  of 
the  United  Brethren  Church,  in  which  he  is  class 
leader.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Fannie  Frantz  was 
consummated  in  Illinois,  August  8,  1882,  she  being 
a  native  of  and  reared  in  Logan  County,  of  that 
State.  Her  father,  Isaac  Frantz,  is  now  deceased. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phelps  have  two  children:  Glenn  (a 
lad  of  five  years),  and  Zantie  (a  little  girl  three 
j'ears  of  age. 

W.  W.  Philleo,  a  well  known  and  highly  es- 
teemed resident  of  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  is  a  son  of 
Addison  and  Livonia  (Cummings)  Philleo,  who  were 
born  in  Torrington,  Conn.,  November  27,  1804,  and 
July  21,  1816,  and  died  June  11,  1880,  and  Sep- 
tember 20,  1845,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  Winfield,  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  and  in  1836 
concluded  to  seek  their  fortune  on  the  fertile  prai- 
ries of  the  West,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Port 
Byron,  Rock  Island  County,  Hi. ,  their  possessions 
consisting  of  a  horse  and  one  eightinch  cast-iron 
plow.  They  paid  $40  for  their  horse,  and  after  a 
time  bought  a  cow  at  $80,  and  as  they  had  only  $135 
when  locating  here,  they  soon  learned  what  it  was  to 
suffer  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  but  in  time  became 
well-to-do  citizens.  To  them  four  sons  were  born. 
Russell  C.  was  born  September  28,  1837,  and  was 
killed  at  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  April  6,  1862,  having 
been  a  member  of  Company  D,  Twelfth  Regiment 
Illinois  Volunteers.  William  Wallace  (familiarly 
known  as  Scott  or  Scotch,  a  nick-name  given  him  by 
his  mother,  who  was. of  Scotch  descent)  was  born 
June  8,  1840,  a  farmer,  market  gardener  and  nurs- 
er3'man  by  occupation,  having  been  a  resident  of 
Ayr,  Neb.,  since  1872.  He  was  married  Ma}-  12, 
1870,  to  Miss  Maggie  Farris,  of  Coatesville,  Chester 
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Couuty,  Pa.,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  Philadel- 
phia, May  16,  1845,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed 
in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Livonia  M.  (born  March 
17,  1871,  married  to  Lou  Fleming,  March  2,  1889, 
a  son  of  T.  C.  Fleming,  of  Ayr),  Frank  S.  C.  (born 
August  22,  1872),  Wallace  S.  (born  December  31, 
1875),  and  Ira  D.  (born  July  2,  1877).  The  third 
child  born  to  Addison  Philleo  was  Thomas  A.  E. , 
who  was  born  March  17,  1842,  and  was  mamed  to 
Maggie  Cime,  by  whom  he  has  three  chilch-en:  Li- 
vonia, Lily  and  Addison.  This  gentleman  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  is  also  engaged  in  stock- 
raising  at  Cheney,  Spokane  County,  Wash.  The 
fourth  child  of  Addison  Philleo  is  Edgar  A. ,  who 
was  born  September  19,  1844,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man by  occupation.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Etta 
McDaniels,  by  whom  he  had  five  children.  Addi- 
son's second  marriage  was  on  July  15,  1846,  to 
Mrs.  Mary  N.  Williams,  nee  Rosenberg,  a  native  of 
Canada,  born  December  24,  1821,  this  union  result> 
ing  in  the  birth  of  eight  children:  Emily  L.  (born 
May  29,  1847,  wife  of  M.  A.  Rosenberg,  a  farmer 
of  Ayr,  Neb,).  Livonia  C.  (born  April  3,  1849,  wife 
of  J.  C.  Giddings,  by  whom  she  has  five  children: 
Clarence,  Charles,  Jennie,  Frank  and  Emmet),  Jane 
K.  (born  July  18,  1850,  living  in  Port  Byron,  111.), 
Bradford  N.  (born  March  8,  1860,  a  farmer  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.),  Eveline  L.  (born  February 
15,  1862,  wife  of  Jesse  L.  Simpson,  of  Port  Byron, 
111.),  and  Mordecai.  Esther  and  Amanda  are  de- 
ceased. The  father  of  Addison  Philleo  was  Ar- 
temas  Philleo,  who  was  born  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  November  21,  1775,  and  died  in  November, 
1863.  He  was  married  December  11,  1800,  to 
Miss  Louisa  Loomis,  who  was  born  September  23, 
1879,  and  died  June  6,  1824,  having  borne  her  hus- 
band fifteen  children.  Phineas  Philleo,  the  father  of 
Artemas,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  Conn.,  August  28, 
1749,  married  Miss  Silence  Cummings,  of  York  State, 
in  1770,  their  deaths  occurring  in  1789  and  1798, 
respectively,  in  the  latter's  native  State.  Samuel 
Philleo,  the  father  of  Phineas,  was  born  in  France 
about  1706.  and  came  to  this  country  with  his 
father,  John  Fillow,  about  1708.  The  latter  was  a 
self-exiled  French  Huguenot,  and  was  born  about 
1667,  and  died  in  1765.      He  came  from  Paris,  and 


was  a  glove  maker  and  weaver  by  occupation.  W. 
W.  Philleo,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch, 
says  that  all  the  Fillows,  Philos,  and  Philleos,  with 
all  the  variations  and  spellings  of  the  name  in  this 
country,  are  the  descendants  of  John  Fillow.  The 
family  throughout  are  honest,  industrious  and  law- 
abiding  citizens,  and  although  they  can  not  claim  to 
be  descended  from  the  French  nobility,  or  to  having 
achieved  any  very  prominent  place  in  American  his- 
tory, yet  wherever  members  of  the  family  are  found 
they  are  considered  honored  and  useful  citizens. 
Like  the  Jews,  the  Philleos  have  an  ancestral  pride 
in  industry,  and  in  fostering  these  hereditary  habits; 
and  in  connection  with  this  they  are  possessed  of 
virtue,  reliability,  strength  of  character,  and  pros- 
perity. Historian  Foude  says,  "  There  are  but 
three  ways  of  living:  working,  begging  or  stealing, 
and  he  who  is  not  doing  the  one  is  doing  the  other. " 
The  Philleos  seem  to  have  chosen  the  former  occu- 
pation of  obtaining  a  livelihood,  and  are  not  ashamed 
to  labor.  Nearly  every  profession  is  represented, 
and  in  the  family  are  to  be  found  able  divines,  physi- 
cians, lawyers  and  agriculturists,  while  the  muse  was 
not  lacking  in  many.  The  first  school  taught  in  the 
neighborhood  in  which  W.  W.  Philleo  was  born ,  was 
in  charge  of  Annett  Holmes,  and  consisted  of  a  two 
months'  term  which  Mi-.  Philleo  had  the  good  fortune 
to  attend,  while  an  older  brother  was  obliged  to  stay 
at  home  and  aid  his  father  in  plowing  corn  and  pota- 
toes. His  luck  did  not  last  long,  however,  for  the 
following  four  or  five  years  were  spent  in  assisting 
his  father  on  the  farm,  and  in  hauling  logs  for  rails, 
and  to  a  neighboring  sawmill,  so  that  the  entire 
schooling  he  received  amounted  to  but  about  eighteen 
months.  He  was  often  called  lazy  by  his  father,  and 
for  no  other  reason  than  that  he  was  of  an  inventive 
turn  of  mind,  and  was  always  trying  to  find  the 
easiest  way  of  doing  his  tasks.  When  about  thir- 
teen years  of  age,  he  was  thrown  from  a  horse,  the 
fall  nearly  breaking  his  back,  and  owing  to  the  fact 
that  he  could  sit  down  only  for  a  little  while  at  a 
time,  he  could  not  attend  school,  so  he  got  an  old 
shot  gun  and  during  the  spring  and  fall  hunted 
pigeons,  becoming  by  the  time  he  had  reached  his 
sixteenth  year,  one  of  the  best  rifle  shots  in  his  por- 
tion of  Illinois.    The  following  summer  after  receiv- 
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ing  his  injury,  liis  father  and  uncle  thought  they 
would  make  a  printer  of  him ,  aud  so  secured  him  a 
position  in  the  office  of  the  first  daily  paper  pub- 
lished in  Rock  Island,  111. ,  and  here  he  learned  to 
set  type,  and  do  the  general  dirty  work  of  a  print- 
ing office.  He  had  been  apprenticed  for  two  years, 
and  all  went  well  until  hot  weather  approached, 
when  he  ran  away,  and  began  hunting  and  trapping, 
and  succeeded  in  laying  up  some  money.  In  the 
spring  of  1857  he  began  canvassing  for  two  books, 
and  in  the  first  part  of  the  season  made  lots  of 
monej^,  but  in  the  fall  and  winter  lost  it  all  by  the 
failure  in  the  wild  cat  banks  of  those  good  old  Dem- 
ocratic days.  During  the  winter  of  1857-58,  he 
attended  school  for  two  months  in  Port  Byron,  111. , 
paj'ing  his  own  board  and  tuition,  and  while  there 
improved  his  advantages  to  the  utmost,  as  he  had 
just  begun  to  learu  the  value  of  an  education.  Up- 
on the  approach  of  spring,  he  determined  he  would 
not  return  to  the  farm,  and  as  the  war  in  Utah 
Territory  was  then  in  progress,  he  decided  to  go 
there  and  see  what  that  countiy  had  in  store  for 
him.  His  sole  possessions  then  consisted  of  $15,  a 
shot  gun  and  a  rifle.  He  traded  the  shot  gun  for  a 
revolver,  aud  finding  a  party  of  four  young  men  who 
were  going  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kan. ,  he  joined 
them,  investing  all  the  money  he  possessed  in  the 
expedition.  His  father  strongly  opposed  this  meas- 
ure, and  tried  to  dissuade  him  from  his  purpose, 
but  of  no  avail,  and  finding  that  he  was  to  start  on 
April  14,  he  met  him  at  Port  Byron,  and  again  used 
all  his  eloquence  to  persuade  him  to  remain  at  home. 
Upon  finding  his  efforts  fruitless,  he  presented  him 
with  $5 ,  and  bade  him  God  speed.  After  experi- 
encing a  good  many  hardships,  thej-  at  last  reached 
Fort  Leavenworth,  where  Mr.  Philleo  hired  out  to 
the  government  as  a  driver,  and  accompanied  the  last 
detachment  of  cavahy  that  was  sent  out  to  reinforce 
Gen.  Johnson,  at  Salt  Lake  City.  After  a  few  days 
he  gave  up  this  work,  as  he  did  not  like  the  rough 
class  of  men  he  had  fallen  in  with,  and  then  went 
to  work  for  Majors  Russell  and  Waddell,  breaking 
Texas  steers,  and  getting  trains  ready  for  the  plains, 
they  having  all  the  government  contracts  at  that 
time.  Owing  to  the  great  demand  for  ox  yokes,  he 
entered  that  business  and  made  considerable  money. 


After  a  time  he  went  to  St.  Louis,  but  shortlj-  after 
returned  to  Fort  Leavenworth,  going  from  there  to 
Lawrence,  where  his  four  companions  on  his  journey 
westward  were  sick  with  ague  and  had  spent  all 
their  money,  their  investments  in  lands  proving  un- 
fortunate. Mr.  Philleo  purchased  them  provisions 
and  medicine,  then  returned  to  Fort  Leavenworth 
and  went  to  work  for  Sam  Bissell,  who  had  a  large 
hay  contract  with  the  government.  After  remaining 
with  him  for  about  five  months,  he  entered  the  em- 
ploy of  Nichols  &  Morton,  eight  miles  south  of 
Atchison,  Kan. ,  and  hauled  and  rafted  logs  for 
them  until  June,  1859,  then  went  to  bull  whacking 
for  Jones  &  Cartwright,  freighters  to  Denver,  Col., 
and  on  his  way  to  that  place,  stopped  at  a  house  on 
the  present  site  of  Marysville,  Kan.,  which  was 
owned  by  a  cripple  who  had  previously  run  a  saloon 
and  gambling  house  in  Port  Byron,  111. ,  in  defiance 
of  the  law,  and  had  at  last  been  burned  out  by  the  in- 
dignant citizens.  His  whereabouts  had  remained 
unknown  until  he  was  discovered  by  Mr.  Philleo, 
whom  he  was  verv  glad  to  see.  His  house  was  a 
sort  of  stopping  place  for  men  going  and  return- 
ing from  the  gold  fields  of  Pike's  Peak.  In  1859, 
when  Mr.  Philleo  was  on  one  of  his  trips  to  Den- 
ver, Adams  County,  Neb.,  was  being  surveyed,  and 
when  they  came  back  in  the  month  of  October,  all 
the  river  and  creek  claims  were  taken  by  squatters, 
and  also  a  great  deal  of  the  upland  near  the 
streams  was  also  taken,  the  settlers  being  mostly 
parties  returning  from  Pike's  Peak  and  Salt  Lake. 
In  the  fall  of  1859,  he  went  to  work  in  Flood's  Mill, 
Cass  County,  Mo.,  continuing  until  Julj-  14,  1860, 
which  was  the  year  of  the  greatest  drouth  known  in 
the  West.  On  that  date  he  started  for  his  old  home 
in  Illinois,  never  having  written  a  line  to  his  relatives 
during  his  absence.  He  rented  part  of  his  father's 
farm  and  settled  down  to  work,  but  in  the  spring 
the  Rebellion  broke  out,  and  at  the  first  call  for 
troops  he,  on  April  14,  left  his  team  harnessed  in  the 
stable,  and  his  crops  one-half  sown,  and  started  for 
Rock  Island,  where  he  was  mustered  into  Company' 
D,  Twelfth  Regiment  Illinois  Infantry,  and  after  his 
term  of  three  months'  enlistment  had  expired,  he 
joined  Companj'  A,  Thirty-seventh  Regiment  Illinois 
Volunteers,  and  was  mustered  into  the  United  States 
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service  at  Chicago,  111.,  August  21,  1861,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  September  23, 1863,  by  reason 
of  promotion  to  second  lieutenant  of  Company  K, 
Tweutj-'Second  Regiment  Corps  D,  Afrique,  later 
the  Xinety-set'ond  Kcgiment  United  States  Colored 
Infantry,  Ijeing  recommended  for  promotion  in  the 
winter  of  186-1,  to  the  regular  army,  but  failed  to 
receive  such  promotion  as  the  following  notice 
shows: 

"MORGANZIA,  La.,  January  28,  1865. 
Second  Lieut.  W.  W.  Phllleo,  92nd  TI.  S.  C.  Inft., 

Sir: — I  have  to  inform  you  that  you  were  not  examined 
for  promotion,  as  the  surgeon's  examination  found  you 
physically  disqualified. 

By  order  of   the  Board,  C.  B.  Gastell, 

Lieut.  Col.  81st  U.  S.  Col.  Inf.,  Recorder. 
He  remained  with  his  regiment  until  May  16,1865, 
and  was  then  mustered  out  of  service  by  gen- 
eral order  from  the  War  Department,  on  account  of 
physical  disability.  He  first  served  in  Missouri, 
and  while  at  Boonville  was  detailed  with  eighty 
other  men  to  catch  and  break  a  large  number  of 
horses  and  mules.  Here  his  two  years'  experience 
on  the  plains  served  him  in  good  stead  as  he  was  the 
only  man  in  his  entire  army  who  could  throw  the 
lariat.  He  made  a  dozen  lariats  and  before  night 
had  every  mule  caught,  and  the  soldiers  had  them 
harnessed.  After  holding  the  position  of  company 
teamster  for  one  year,  he  was  chosen  wagon  master, 
afterward  becoming  division  wagon  and  forage 
master,  holding  this  position  until  after  the  siege  of 
Vicksburg.  While  at  New  Orleans  he  was  detailed 
by  Gen.  Heron  to  take  charge  of  a  wagon  train  des- 
tined for  the  Red  River  campaign,  and  here  received 
his  commission.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge, 
Prairie  Grove,  siege  of  Vicksburg  and  the  Red  River 
campaign.  After  his  return  home  from  the  war,  he 
began  the  study  of  medicine,  making  the  diseases  of 
the  eye  a  specialty,  and  what  he  learned  has  since 
served  him  well,  for  during  a  period  of  twenty 
years  he  has  paid  out  but  $15  for  doctor  bills,  and 
that  for  services  when  he  was  not  at  home.  He  con- 
siders the  practice  of  medicine  the  greatest  humbug 
of  the  nineteenth  century,  and  surgery  the  greatest 
science.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  and  A.  C.  Moore 
became  associated  in  the  agricultural  implement 
trade,  Crete,  Neb.,  being  their  chosen  place  of  bus- 


iness. At  the  end  of  two  j-ears  Mr.  Moore  with- 
drew from  the  firm,  and  Mr.  Philleo  continued  alone 
until  in  1874,  when  he  failed  on  account  of  the 
drouths  and  grasshoppers.  On  May  16,  1871,  he 
took  up  a  homestead  claim  in  Adams  County, 
and  had  some  breaking  done  that  fall  and  the  fol- 
lowing summer.  His  wife  moved  on  this  place 
July  22,  1872,  his  brother  and  a  cousin  living  with 
her,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  he  planted  an  orchard 
of  200  trees,  a  large  quantit}-  of  small  fruits, 
besides  10,000  apple  grafts  which  did  very  well,  as 
the  season  was  favorable.  The  next  spring  he  en- 
larged his  orchard,  set  out  20,000  grafts,  but  all 
was  destroyed  that  season  by  the  drouth  and  grass- 
hoppers, which  was  rather  discouraging.  In  1875 
Mr.  Philleo  went  to  work  for  the  Walter  A.  Wood 
Machine  Company,  and  put  his  wages  into  apple 
trees  and  grafts,  and  soon  had  another  orchard,  1 ,100 
trees  and  20,000  grafts,  beside  400  grape  vines. 
This  was  in  the  spring  of  1876,  and  all  promised 
well,  but  grasshoppers  came  down  from  the  North 
in  immense  swarms  and  destroyed  every  thing  but 
one  apple  tree,  and  about  400  grafts.  These  he  set 
Out  the  following  spring  and  notwithstanding  con- 
siderable bad  luck,  which  he  had  with  them  until 
1882,  he  has  now  a  fine  orchard  of  2,700  fruit  trees, 
and  acres  of  grape  vines  and  small  fruits,  all  of 
which  he  raises  in  quantities  for  sale.  For  a  summer 
apple  he  recommends  the  Early  Harvest,  Red 
Astrachan  and  Duchess;  for  fall,  the  Wealthy,  Haas 
and  Snow,  and  for  winter,  Ben  Davis,  Pewaukee  and 
Rowls  Janet.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  but 
would  not  vote  for  his  best  friend  unless  his  views 
in  regard  to  public  measures  were  in  accord  with  his 
own.  In  the  fall  of  1886  he  was  a  candidate  for 
the  Legislature,  but  was  defeated.  J.  B.  Hartwell 
was  nominated  for  Senator,  and  A.  V.  Cole  and  H. 
C.  Minnix  for  representatives.  Mr.  Philleo,  think- 
ing to  test  the  position  of  the  candidates,  drew  up 
the  following:  "  To  the  electors  of  Adams  County: 
I  hereby  certify  that  if  elected  to  represent  Adams 
Count}'  in  the  next  Legislative  Assembly,  I  pledge 
myself  not  to  receive  or  ride  on  a  pass  from  any  rail- 
road company,  nor  will  I  solicit  or  receive  one  for 
any  other  person  whomsoever,  and  that  I  will  intro- 
duce or  support  a  bill  making  it  a  felony  for  any 
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elected  or  appointed  officer  in  the  State  of  Nebraska, 
and  representatives  to  the  United  States 
(included,  to  receive  and  ride  on  a  pass,  and 
that  I  will  introduce  or  support  a  railroad  freight 
bill  for  this  State  pro  rata  with  the  freights  now 
charged  from  Omaha  to  the  sea  board,  and  will  do 
all  in  my  power  to  secure  the  passage  of  the  same; 
also  House  Roll  No.  329,  of  the  session  of  1885." 
This  was  a  bill  drawn  by  Mr.  Philleo  to  compel  rail- 
road and  other  corporations  to  make  and  keep  in 
repair  public  crossings,  which  became  a  law  in  1887. 
This  he  subsequently  presented  to  the  candidates  of 
the  Anti-Monopoly  party,  who  were  H.  P.  Fitch, 
H.  Gr.  Armitage  and  H.  M.  Palmer,  and  they  hav- 
ing signed  it  he  cast  his  vote  and  used  his  influ- 
ence for  their  election.  In  the  winter  of  1873  he 
drew  up  a  petition  to  Congress  asking  for  a  repeal 
of  the  pre-emption  laws,  in  lieu  thereof  giving  a 
timber  culture  act.  He  had  100  of  these  petitions 
printed  and  sent  to  postmasters  all  over  the  State 
for  signatures,  and  this  petition  was  placed  in  the 
hands  of  Senator  P.  W.  Hitchcock,  of  Nebraska, 
who  at  once  drew  up  a  bill  in  accord  with  the  peti- 
tion (except  that  it  did  not  repeal  the  pre-emption 
laws),  which  passed  both  Houses  of  Congi-ess  and 
became  a  law  March  3,  1873.  At  this  writing 
(March  6,  1890),  there  are  several  living  in  Adams 
County  who  signed  this  petition  and  know  the  facts 
as  set  forth ,  but  the  credit  of  its  passage  has  always 
been  given  P.  W.  Hitchcock,  and  Senator  Paddock, 
who  has  amended  it;  while  every  tree  that  grows 
upon  a  timber  claim  is  a  living  monument  to  W.  W. 
Philleo. 

A.  F.  Powers,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  This  gentleman  is  another  representa- 
tive citizen  who  owes  his  nativity  to  Illinois,  his 
birth  occurring  in  St.  Clair  County  in  1829,  and  is 
the  second  in  a  family  of  eleven  children,  five  now 
living,  born  to  the  union  of  John  and  Nancy  (Ford) 
Powers,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
respectively.  The  parents  were  married  in  St.  Clair 
County,  111.,  whither  John  Powers  had  emigrated  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years,  and  here  he  followed  farm- 
ing until  1834,  when  he  moved  to  La  Salle  County, 
111.  There  he  received  his  final  summons  in  1862. 
The  mother  died  in  Kansas  in  1874.     Grandfather 


Aaron  Ford  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812.  On 
both  sides  of  the  family,  the  Powers  and  Fords  can 
trace  their  ancestors  back  to  the  Mayflower.  A.  F. 
Powers  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
received  his  education  in  the  district  schools  of  La 
Salle  Countj^  111.  He  commenced  farming  for  him- 
self at  the  age  of  twenty-five  j'ears,  and  continued 
thus  employed  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war. 
He  then  enlisted  in  Brookfield  Township,  La  Salle 
County,  in  1865,  in  the  Eleventh  Illinois  Volunteer 
Veteran  Infantry  for  one  year,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Joliet.  He  remained  with  the 
Eleventh  until  it  was  mustered  out.  He  was  in  the 
engagement  at  Fort  Blakely,  and  was  transferred  to 
the  Eight  Illinois  Infantry,  being  in  the  Red  River 
country  on  garrison  duty.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  New  Orleans  in  February,  1866,  and 
afterward  returned  to  La  Salle  Coiinty,  111.  Previous 
to  the  war,  in  1856,  he  had  married  Miss  Margaret 
S.  Leech,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  died  in  Illinois  on 
February  26,  1862,  during  which  time  he  resided  on 
a  farm  he  had  purchased  in  Brookfield  Township, 
La  Salle  County,  111.  By  that  union  were  born 
three  children:  Robert  W.  (married  and  resides  at 
Culbertson,  Neb.),  John  F.  (died  in  1860),  and 
Aaron  S.  (died  in  1862).  Mr.  Powers  was  married 
the  second  time  in  La  Salle  County,  111. ,  on  January 
1,  1867,  to  Miss  Ann  Clark,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Agnes  (Nevin) 
Clark,  natives  of  Scotland,  who  came  to  America  in 
1861.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Clark  settled  in  Allen  Town- 
ship, La  Salle  County,  and  here  the  father  tilled 
the  soil  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  June, 
1886.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  in 
Livingston  County,  111. ,  in  the  vicinity  of  Dwight. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Powers  continued  to  reside 
on  his  farm  in  Brookfield  Township  until  his 
removal  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  1874.  He 
entered  160  acres  of  land  and  bought  a  tree  claim, 
and  purchased  railroad  land.  He  commenced  im- 
proving the  farm,  erected  a  good  frame  house  and 
substantial  outbuildings,  and  is  now  the  owner  of 
476  acres  of  good  land,  all  in  a  good  state  of  culti- 
vation. He  raises  some  stock.  He  is  independent 
in  his  political  views,  and  votes  for  the  best  men 
and  measures;  he  is  the  present  supervisor  of  West 
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Blue  Towuship.  and  is  re-elected  for  the  two  ensu- 
ing jears;  he  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, also  chairman  of  the  building  committee, 
and  assisted  iu  organizing  the  township.  He  was 
justice  of  the  peace  from  the  organization  of  the 
precinct  until  elected  to  his  present  office,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board,  being  quite 
active  in  educational  matters.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Fai-mers'  Alliance.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbji;erian  Church  at  Hansen, 
Mr.  Powers  being  one  of  the  elders.  To  his  second 
marriage  were  born  nine  children,  five  now  living: 
John  T.  .Aaron  C,  Agnes  Maj'  (died  March  15, 
1879,  at  the  age  of  eight  j-ears),  James  A.  (died 
March  16,  1879,  at  the  age  of  six  3^ears),  Ann  E. 
(died  March  12,  1879,  at  the  age  of  nearly  four 
years),  Bertha  E.  (died  March  27,  1879,  at  the  age 
of  six  months),  Inez  E. ,  Ida  A.  and  Phoebe  I. 
Mr.  Powers  is  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  town- 
ship; has  seen  the  full  development  of  the  county, 
and  has  assisted  very  much  in  the  building  up  of 
the  same.  He  has  taken  a  decided  interest  in  every- 
thing for  the  good  of  Adams  County;  is  progressive 
in  his  ideas,  and  is  taking  an  active  interest  in  the 
court  house  (being  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee), erected  at  a  cost  of  about  $66,587.50. 

C.  R.  Powers,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  In  enumerating  the  enterprising  and  pro- 
gressive agriculturists  and  stockmen  of  this  town- 
ship, Mr.  Powers  must  not  be  overlooked.  He 
owes  his  nativity  to  La  Salle  County,  111,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Nancy  (Ford)  Powers,  natives  of  Massachusetts  and 
Connecticut,  respectivelj'.  The  father  moved  to 
Illinois  in  1822,  when  a  boy,  settled  in  St.  Clair 
County,  and  was  there  married.  He  moved  to  La 
Salle  County,  III,  in  1834,  and  there  followed 
farming  for  many  years.  He  was  magistrate  for 
many  years,  and  died  in  1862.  The  mother  sur- 
vived him  until  1874.  Their  family  consisted  of 
eleven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living.  C.  R. 
Powers  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  the  common 
schools  of  La  Salle  Comity.  Til.,  and  commenced 
life  for  himself  by  farming  in  Illinois.  He  was 
married  in  his  native  county  in  1861,  to  Miss  Phoebe 
R.  Greenlees,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  daugh- 


ter of  Andrew  and  Rebecca  (Dominy)  G-reenlees, 
natives  respectively  of  Scotland  and  New  York. 
Her  parents  came  to  Illinois  in  about  1840;  the 
father  engaged  in  farming,  and  made  that  State  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  about  1859. 
The  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  on  the  old 
farm  in  Illinois.  After  his  marriage  Mr,  Powers 
settled  in  La  Salle  County,  and  carried  on  farming 
until  1873,  when  he  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb. , 
and  there  purchased  292  acres  of  wild  land.  This 
he  has  since  improved,  and  has  erected  a  good 
house  and  out  buildings.  He  is  engaged  in  raising 
and  feeding  stock,  and  is  making  a  specialty  of 
Short-horn  cattle.  He  assisted  in  the  organization 
of  West  Blue  Township,  and  is  a  representative  citi- 
zen of  the  same.  He  and  jMrs.  Powers  and  family 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  at  Hast- 
ings. To  his  marriage  were  born  five  children: 
Clara  R. ,  Mary,  Ella,  Robert  and  Arthur.  Mr. 
Powers  is  a  great  temperance  advocate. 

William  Turner  Putt,  M.  D. ,  is  the  present  effi- 
cient superintendent  of  the  Parkview  Cemetery,  and 
was  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  its  establishment. 
He  was  liorn  in  Torquay,  Devonshire,  England,  Oc- 
tober 10,  1850,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah 
(Tamer)  Putt,  who  were  also  born  in  England,  the 
former's  birth  occurring  in  1828.  He  died  at 
Lisbon,  Kendall  County,  111. ,  in  1867,  still  sui-vived 
by  his  widow,  who  is  now  sixty -seven  years  of  age, 
and  is  a  resident  of  Washington,  Kan.  Dr.  W.  T. 
Putt  is  the  eldest  of  eight  children,  four  now  living, 
and  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States  in 
1854,  and  took  up  his  abode  in  Grundy  County,  111. , 
subsequently  removing  to  Kendall  County,  111. ;  he 
attended  the  public  schools  of  Lisbon,  and  later  en- 
tered the  Jennings  Seminary  at  Aurora,  111.  He 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  of  his  father,  but  in 
1869  he  dropped  his  tools  to  take  up  the  study  of 
medicine,  entering  the  office  of  Dr.  N.  G.  Smith,  at 
Lisbon,  111.  After  considerable  preparatory  study 
he  entered  the  Electric  Medical  Institute,  at  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio,  from  which  institution  he  graduated  on 
May  13,  1874,  locating  the  following  June  for  prac- 
tice at  Oswego,  111. ,  where  he  was  a  successful 
practitioner  from  1874  to  1884.  In  March  of  the 
latter  year  he  came  to  Adams  County,   Neb. ,   and 


'^ 


^4^ V- 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


until  1886  was  engaged  in  farming,  since  whicii 
time  he  has  been  superintendent  of  the  Parkview 
Cemetery,  the  beautiful  appearance  of  which  is 
largely  due  to  his  untiring  efforts,  and  no  better  man 
could  be  found  to  fill  the  position.  In  1889  he  in- 
vented and  had  copyrighted  Putt's  Atlas  System  of 
Cemetery  Records,  which  is  the  most  complete  book 
of  records  ever  placed  before  the  public.  He  owns 
six  acres  of  fine  land  within  the  corporation  of  Hast^  • 
ings,  and  intends  making  manj'  valuable  improve- 
ments thereon  in  a  short  time.  The  Doctor  is  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America  and 
the  I.  O.  0.  F.  On  February  10,  1876,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Catherine  E.  Hall,  who  was  born  in 
New  Jersey,  April  25,  1851,  a  daughter  of  John  D. 
and  Gertrude  (Carkhuff)  Hall,  also  natives  of  that 
State.  Dr.  Putt  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  the  esteem  which  is  ac- 
corded them  is  conceded  by  all  to  be  well  merited. 
Adam  Reader,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Ayr, 
Neb.  Adams  Couutj'  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having 
among  her  foreign-born  element  men  whose  indus- 
try, strict  attention  to  business,  ecouomj-  and  perse- 
verance have  produced  such  substantial  results  in 
the  different  affairs  with  which  thej'  have  connected 
themselves.  Mr.  Reader  belongs  to  this  class,  for, 
originallj-  from  Germany,  his  location  in  this  county 
dates  from  1880.  He  was  born  in  1850,  and  is  the 
son  of  Adam  J.  and  Elizabeth  (Rummel)  Reader, 
both  natives  of  Germany.  The  father's  birth  oc- 
curred in  1813,  and  he  was  married  in  the  old  coun- 
try to  Miss  Rummel  about  1837.  He  was  a  weaver 
by  trade,  and  followed  this  for  many  years  in  Ger- 
many. He  came  to  the  United  States  in  1854, 
located  in  La  Salle  County,  III.,  about  fifteen  miles 
from  Ottawa,  and  there  tilled  the  soil.  He  died  in 
1856,  and  the  mother,  in  Nebraska,  in  1884.  Their 
family  consisted  of  the  following  children:  John, 
Dorotha,  Barbara,  Adam  and  Frederick  (who  was 
born  in  Illinois. )  Adam  Reader  assisted  his  mother 
on  the  farm  in  Illinois,  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  that  State,  and  in  1871  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Heilman,  daughter  of  A. 
S.  Heilman,  of  Pennsjdvania.  Mr.  Reader  bought 
land  in  Illinois  about  1873,  but  sold  it  in  1879,  and 


in  1880  emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  settling 
in  Zero  Township.  He  purchased  320  acres  of  land 
in  Section  11,  and  since  then  has  added  to  this  until 
he  now  owns  640  acres,  which  is  well  improved. 
The  fruits  of  his  marriage  are:  Henry  A. ,  Lizzie  A. , 
Celia  J. ,  John  F. ,  Freddie  S.  (deceased)  and  Char- 
lej'  A.  (also  deceased).  Mr.  Reader  was  elected 
moderator  of  his  school  district  in  1881,  and  has 
held  that  position  ever  since.  He  was  elected 
supervisor  of  Zero  Township  in  1886,  held  this 
position  for  three  terms,  and  went  out  in  1890.  He 
is  a  Republican  in  his  political  preferences.  He  is 
active  in  church  work,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Church.  His  brother  John  was 
in  the  One  Hundred  and  Fourth  Illinois  Infantry 
for  three  years  during  the  late  war,  and  was  shot 
and  killed  at  the  battle  of  Hartsville,  Tenn. 

J.  E.  Reed,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Mr.  Reed  has  been  a  resident  of  Blaine 
Township,  Adams  Countj',  Neb.,  since  1878,  and 
during  that  time  has  lived  upon  his  neat  and  pleas- 
ant homestead  of  160  acres,  all  under  cultivation, 
gaining  in  the  meantime  a  large  acquaintance  and 
the  confidence  of  all  who  know  him.  His  birth 
occurred  in  New  Hampshire,  in  1841,  and  he  was 
the  eldest  of  six  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of 
Erastus  B.  and  Bettie  H.  (Marks)  Reed.  The  father 
was  born  in  1811,  and  died  in  New  Hampshire  in 
1867.  He  was  a  shoemaker  bj-  ti-ade,  but  also  fol- 
lowed farming,  and  was  a  man  universally  respected. 
He  and  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  was  trustee  of  the  same 
for  years.  The  mother  died  in  1854.  They  were 
the  parents,  as  before  stated,  of  six  children:  J.  E. , 
Josiah  M. ,  Mary  J. ,  George  C. ,  Lizzie  and  Anngen- 
ette.  J,  E.  Reed  remained  in  New  Hampshire 
until  twentj'-one  j-ears  of  age,  when  he  went  to 
Lowell,  Mass.,  and  there  remained  three  years.  In 
1865  he  moved  to  Illinois  with  his  parents,  settled 
in  Lee  Countj-,  and  there  followed  fanning.  While 
living  in  Lowell,  Mass.,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Josephine  Patton,  of  Bangor,  Me. ,  and  the  daughter 
of  Joseph  Patton.  To  this  marriage  were  born  two 
children:  Lizzie  P. ,  and  Addie  F.  (deceased).  Mrs. 
Reed  died  in  Illinois  in  1868,  and  in  1871  Mr.  Reed 
took  for  his  second  wife  Miss  Sarah  Snodgrass,  a 
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native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  tlie  daughter  of  Joseph 
Snodgrass,  who  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1865.  The 
fruits  of  this  union  were  four  children:  James  D., 
Arthur  (who  died  Januarj'  30,  1889),  Dwight  L.  and 
Rub}-  E.  Mr.  Reed's  eldest  daughter  by  his  first 
wife  is  now  the  wife  of  Mr.  Smith  Luick,  of  Bel- 
mont, Wright  County,  Iowa.  Mr.  Reed  emigi-ated 
to  Nebraska  in  1878,  and  named  the  township 
Blaine,  on  the  daj^  that  James  G.  Blaine  was  nomi- 
nated for  president.  Mr.  Reed  is  active  in  political 
matters,  and  is  a  Republican  in  his  views.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  school  board  for  seven  years,  was 
supervisor  during  1883,  1884  and  1885,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  Hastings  Lodge 
No.  50.  He  is  also  a  memlier  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. Mrs.  Reed  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church. 

Enos  H.  Reed,  contractor,  was  born  in  Livings- 
ton County,  N.  Y. ,  July  14,  1842,  and  is  a  son  of 
Hiram  and  Anna  (Roberts)  Reed,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  York  State,  the  former  in  1818,  and 
the  latter  in  1820.  The  father  died  in  the  month  of 
May,  1842,  but  the  mother  still  lives,  an.l  rr^id.s  in 
her  native  State.  The  paternal  grandfather,  John 
Reed,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  but  was  an  early 
settler  of  Livingston  County,  N.  Y. ,  Reed's  Corners 
being  named  after  him.  He  died  at  this  place  about 
1838,  his  wife's  death  occurring  in  the  same  State 
when  about  eight3--seven  j'ears  of  age.  Enos  H. 
Reed  was  reared  and  educated  in  Livingston  County, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  or  in  1861,  he  left 
New  York  and  emigi-ated  to  Jo  Daviess  County,  111. , 
where  he  followed  farming  for  one  year,  after  which 
he  moved  to  Michigan,  and  was  in  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  ten  years.  In  1874  he  removed  to  Colo- 
rado, and  during  a  residence  of  nine  years  in  that 
State  was  engaged  in  selling  sewing  machines  and 
musical  instruments.  Since  the  fall  of  1882  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Hastings,  and  has  given  his  atten- 
tion to  the  grading  of  lawns.  He  was  married,  in 
1881,  to  Miss  Pet  Loomis,  who  was  born  in  Niles, 
3Iich. ,  in  1852,  a  daughter  of  Dr.  Joel  Loomis,  who 
died  in  1877.  Her  mother,  who  was  formerly  Miss 
Virginia  Brown,  is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home 
with  3Irs.  Reed,  lieing  in  her  sixty-fifth  year.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Reed  have  three  children:    Orsen,  Myron 


and  Charles.  3Ir.  Reed  is  a  Democrat,  a  Knight 
Templar  in  the  Jlasonic  fraternity,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  order  of  the  Mj-stic  Shrine.  Besides  owning 
five  houses  and  three  vacant  lots  in  the  city  of  Hast 
ings,  he  also  owns  a  one-half  section  of  land  in 
Adams  County,  all  of  which  has  been  acquired 
through  good  management  and  industrj'. 

Samuel  F.  Reed  is  the  owner  of  280  acres  of 
land,  which  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in  Adams 
County  for  successful  agricultural  purposes,  and  the 
admirable  manner  in  which  it  is  conducted  shows 
that  energ}',  enterprise  and  good  management  are 
among  its  owner's  chief  characteristics.  He  was 
born  in  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  in  1847,  being  the 
eldest  of  eight  children  bom  to  Mitchel  and  Sarah 
(Foster)  Reed,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  George  Fos- 
ter, an  Englishman.  Blitchel  Reed  was  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State  in  1827,  and  was  one  of  a  large  fam- 
ily of  children  reared  by  Samuel  Reed.  He  was 
married  in  Ohio  in  1846,  and  reared  part  of  his  fam- 
ily there,  their  names  being:  Samuel,  Jennie  (Mrs. 
Armstrong),  William  D.  (now  of  Hastings,  Neb.), 
Emmet,  George,  Frank,  Ella  (Mrs.  Johnston),  and 
Thomas.  In  1855  IMr.  Reed  moved  to  Iowa,  and 
after  residing  in  Wapello  County  until  1859  he  re- 
moved to  Page  County,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  where 
he  is  still  living.  He  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  his  laolitical 
views  he  is  a  Republican.  Samuel  F.  Reed  spent 
his  school  days  in  Iowa,  but  in  1868  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  and  was  engaged  in  teaching  school 
for  several  j'ears.  His  marriage  to  Catherine  Nich- 
olas took  place  in  1868,  she  being  a  daughter  of  J. 
J.  and  Lucinda  (Lewis)  Nicholas,  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Ohio  and  Indiana.  Mr.  Reed  removed 
with  his  family  to  Nebraska  in  1873,  and  first  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Adams  County,  which 
by  good  management  and  strict  attention  to  details, 
he  has  since  increased  to  280  acres.  His  property 
is  well  improved  and  stocked  witli  fifty  head  of  cat> 
tie,  100  head  of  hogs  and  the  necessary  horses  for 
a  farm.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  in  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  being  elected  on 
this  ticket  in  1887  to  the  office  of  township  assessor. 
Besides  holding  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace 
several  years  he  has  been  a  member  of  his  district 
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school  board.  His  children  are:  p]va  (who  is  the 
wife  of  G.  A.  Gruver,  living  in  Hayes  Couuty,  Xel>. , 
and  is  the  mother  of  one  child,  Bertha),  Flojd,  Oria, 
Mabel,  Gertrude,  Minnie  and  Samuel. 

Charles  C.  Rittenhouse  is  a  professional  architect, 
aud  is  the  oldest  in  the  State  of  Nebraska  in  point 
of  continuous  labor  at  the  business.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio,  August  16, 
1852,  and  he  is  a  son  of  M.  M.  and  Christina 
(Meely)  Rittenhouse,  who  were  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  and  Adams  County,  Pa.,  on  June  5, 
1827,  and  in  1828,  respectively.  They  are  now 
residing  in  Van  Wert  County,  Ohio,  and  are  pros- 
perous tillers  of  the  soil.  The  paternal  grandfather. 
Christian  Rittenhouse,  was  born  in  Montgomery 
County,  Pa.,  January  17,  1803,  and  died  in  Steu- 
ben County,  Ind.,  in  August,  1889.  Charles  C. 
Rittenhouse  is  the  second  of  six  children,  and  from 
his  earliest  youth  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  receiv- 
ing a  fair  knowledge  of  books  in  the  district  schools 
near  his  home.  From  the  age  of  seventeen  until  he 
had  attained  his  majority  he  was  engaged  in  teach- 
ing the  "  young  idea  "  during  the  winter  months, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1871  he  began  serving  an 
apprenticeship  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  the  compen- 
sation he  received  for  his  labor  being  $8  per  month, 
and  the  time  spent  at  the  work,  fifteen  hours  per 
day.  After  becoming  a  thorough  master  of  the 
business  he  began  contracting  on  his  own  account, 
and  the  winter  of  1875-76  was  spent  in  the  office  of 
Tolan  &  Son,  architects  of  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.  He 
remained  in  this  citj'  until  August,  1877,  when  he 
came  to  Hastings,  and  in  September,  1878,  he 
opened  an  office  of  his  own,  being  now  the  leading 
architect  of  Central  Nebraska.  The  following  are 
some  of  the  most  important  buildings  he  has 
planned:  Public  school  building,  of  Sidney,  Neb. ; 
public  school  building,  York,  Neb.;  Sfate  Asj-lum 
for  the  Chi-onic  Insane,  Hastings,  Neb. ;  court  house 
Ogalalla,  Neb.;  First  National  Bank,  Holdrege, 
Neb.;  Bartenbach's  Opera  House,  Grand  Island, 
Neb. ;  First  National  Bank,  iMcCook,  Neb. ;  the  Citi- 
zens' National  Bank,  and  the  public  school  build- 
ings of  Grand  Island;  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Col- 
lege building.  Central  City,  Neb. ;  and  the  following 
buildings  in  Hastings:    Nebraska  Loan  and  Trust 


Company's  building,  Kerr  Opera  House,  Hastings 
College  buildings,  public  school  buildings,  the 
Masonic  Hall  and  the  Adams  County  court  house, 
now  in  process  of  erection.  Politically  Mr.  Ritten- 
house is  a  Democrat,  and  in  1886  was  elected  a 
member  of  the  city  council  from  the  Second  ward, 
and  is  at  present  acting  mayor  of  the  city.  He  is 
Past  Master  of  Hastings  Masonic  Lodge  No.  50, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  the  I.  0.  0.  F.  In  No- 
vember, 1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Vira  Morse,  who  was  born  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in 
1851,  and  by  her  has  three  children:  Frank  H. , 
Ralph  G.  and  Charles  C. 

0.  C.  Rogers,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Aj'r, 
Neb.  For  a  period  of  nineteen  years  Mr.  Rogers 
has  been  a  resident  of  Adams  County,  and  during 
that  time  he  has  seen  the  entire  growth  and  devel- 
opment of  the  country.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in 
company  with  Tom  Fleming  when  there  were  but 
five  settlers  in  Adams  County,  and  they  hunted  and 
trapjic'l  t'.'jetliei'  for  the  flr.st  few  years.  Deer  and 
bufl'alu  were  plentiful,  wolves  were  also  numerous, 
and  Mr.  Rogers,  with  his  unemng  rifle,  has  brought 
down  many  of  these  animals.  3Ir.  Rogers  was  born 
in  Litchfield  County,  Conn. ,  in  1838,  and  was  the 
second  in  a  family  of  five  children,  the  result  of  the 
union  of  H.  N.  and  Juniata  (Hart)  Rogers,  natives 
of  New  York.  The  father  was  born  about  1810  or 
1812,  and  was  a  blacksmith  by  trade,  although  he 
also  owned  a  large  farm  in  Illinois,  whither  he  had 
moved  at  an  early  date.  He  was  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he  being  class  leader 
in  the  same.  Both  died  in  Illinois,  the  father  in 
1866  and  the  mother  in  1885.  Their  children  were 
named  as  follows:  T.  H.  ,0.  C. ,  Aaron,  Phoebe 
and  Henrj-.  0.  C.  Rogers'  school  boj-  days  were 
spent  in  New  Y^ork  State,  and  at  the  breaking  out  of 
the  war  he  enlisted  in  Companj-  G,  Forty-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Pea  Ridge,  siege  of  Corinth,  Perryville.  Stone  River, 
Chickamauga,  Chattanooga, Buzzard's  Roost,  Resaca, 
Marietta,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Stone  Mountain,  Burnt 
Hickory,  Franklin,  Tenn. ,  Nashville,  Atlanta.  Al- 
though he  received  five  gun-shot  wounds,  Mr.  Rogers 
never  left  the  company,  and  has  never  asked  for  a 
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pension.  He  served  faithfully  for  four  years  and 
four  months,  and  was  then  honorably  discliaiiiiMl  in 
Texas.  Returning  to  Illinois  he  followiil  Im  iniii^;- 
until  1871,  when  he  emigrated  to  Nelmiska  ami  set- 
tled on  Section  28,  on  160  acres  of  good  land,  which 
he  still  owns.  He  was  married,  in  1873,  to  Mrs. 
Mary  M.  Wilson,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  John  Fleming. 
Mr.  Rogers  is  a  member  of  the  G-.  A.  R. ,  and  was  a 
member  of  both  the  Odd  Fellows  and  Masons.  He 
is  interested  in  the  upbuilding  of  the  county,  and  is 
active  in  educational  and  religious  matters.  He  has 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board.  His  vote  is 
cast  with  the  Republican  part\'. 

A.  J.  Rogers,  M.  D.  To  the  skill  and  talent  of 
this  gentleman  is  due  the  appreciation  and  gratitude 
of  hundreds,  for  he  has  built  up  an  enviable  reputa- 
tion as  a  practitioner  of  the  "  healing  art,"  and  has 
restored  scores  to  health  and  happiness.  He  was 
born  in  Henrj^  County,  Iowa,  in  1851,  and  is  the 
sixth  of  ten  children  born  to  Dr.  Levi  J.  and  Maria 
(Husted)  Rogers,  the  former  of  whom  removed  from 
his  native  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  the  Hawkeye 
State  in  1815,  he  being  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Henry 
County.  After  making  his  home  there  until  1885 
he  came  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  and  was  in  the  active 
practice  of  his  profession  up  to  the  time  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  August,  1888.  His  wife  still 
sui-vives  him,  and  makes  her  home  with  her  chil- 
dren. Dr.  A.  J.  Rogers  attended  the  village  school 
at  Salem,  Iowa,  until  seventeen  j^ears  of  age,  and, 
being  desirous  of  acquiring  a  more  thorough  educa- 
tion, he  entered  Whittier  College,  of  that  place,  and 
while  in  this  institution  did  not  neglect  the  opportu^ 
nities  offered  him.  In  1879  he  concluded  to  follow 
in  his  father's  footsteps,  and  accordingly  entered  the 
College  of  Physicians  and  Surgeons,  of  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  from  which  he  graduated  in  March,  1881,  as 
an  JI.  D.  In  June  of  the  same  year  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Lj-nn,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  George  W.  Lynn,  one  of  the  early  settlers  of 
Henry  County,  and  soon  after  went  to  Afton,  Union 
County,  where  he  entered  actively  upon  the  practice 
of  his  (profession.  Sixteen  months  later  he  removed 
to  Letts,  and  after  spending  about  the  same  length 
of  time  at  this  place  he,  in  1884,  removed  to  Min- 
den.  Neb. ,  and  eighteen  months  later  to  Blue  Hill. 


After  spending  two  years  in  the  last  named  place  he 
went  to  Hastings,  and  in  N(i\fmber,  1888,  located 
at  Juniata,  where  his  piaitiii'  has  met  with  gratify- 
ing results,  as  it  couM  not  fail  to  do,  for  he  is  thor- 
oughly fitted  by  study  and  experience  for  a  superior 
physician  and  surgeon.  Socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  Modern  Woodmen,  White  Cover  Lodge  No. 
1240,  and  since  locating  in  Adams  County  he  has 
been  deeplj-  interested  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
its  welfare.  He  and  wife  have  one  child,  Inez, 
aged  seven  years.  The  Doctor  and  two  brothers  re- 
sided in  Red  Oak,  Iowa,  one  of  whom,  Elliott  L. , 
has  been  auditor  of  Montgomery  County  for  five 
j-ears,  and  is  now  filling  his  third  term.  Prior  to 
this  he  was  postmaster  of  the  town  for  nine  years , 
but  resigned.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican and  an  active  politician  of  that  countj-.  The 
other  brother,  Hiram  S. ,  is  in  partnership  with  Dr. 
Hiatt,  and  they  constitute  the  leading  medical  firm 
of  Red  Oak.  Of  the  four  sisters,  two,  Mrs.  Barnes 
and  Mrs.  HoUingsworth,  resides  in  Hastings,  where 
Mr.  Barnes  is  a  proiniiicut  clothier  and  Mr.  HoUings- 
worth an  arti\c'  s|H'(ul.itor.  Another  sister,  Mrs. 
Phar,  resides  in  .Mindni,  her  husband  being  a  lead- 
ing druggist  of  that  place,  where  he  has  a  fine  store 
and  a  large  patronage,  Mrs.  Pray,  the  youngest 
sister,  is  a  resident  of  Chicago,  her  husband  being  a 
traveling  salesman. 

Ur.  S.  Rohrer  is  a  memlier  of  the  well  established 
and  reliable  firm  of  Cramer  &  Rohrer,  of  Hastings, 
Neb.,  which  firm  was  established  in  1886.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Sterling,  111. , 
February  5,  1859,  and  is  an  only  child  born  to  the 
marriage  of  B.  F.  Rohrer  and  Esther  Stauffer,  both 
of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  the  former's 
bh-th  occurring  December  29,  1833,  and  the  latter's 
in  August,  1841.  They  are  now  residing  in  Ster- 
ling, of  which  place  they  are  old  and  prominent  set- 
tlers. In  this  town  Ur.  S.  Rohrer  was  reared  to 
manhood,  and  here  he  received  his  earlj-  education; 
but  after  passing  a  rather  monotonous  youth  he  be- 
came desirous  of  supplement inti  liis  |irimary  educa- 
tion with  a  more  thorough  ku'<\\  [..l-v,  surh  as  could 
be  obtained  in  more  advanced  iusiitutious  of  learn- 
ing, and  in  1878  he  left  the  paternal  roof  and 
entered  Knox  College,  at  Galesburg,  111.,  where  he 
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spent  four  3-ears,  his  career  being  marked  133-  rapid 
advancement.  After  finishing  his  collegiate  course, 
and  being  well  versed  in  the  National  game — base 
ball — he  began  making  this  his  calling,  and  plaj'ed 
with  some  of  the  best  teams  in  the  West.  In  1885 
he  came  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  as  catcher  for  the  Hast- 
ings club,  and  continued  playing  ball  off  and  on 
until  1887.  In  1885  he  entered  the  employ  of  A. 
H.  Cramer,  and  since  1886  has  been  in  partnership 
with  this  gentleman  in  the  abstract  business.  He  is 
a  representative  of  the  energetic  young  business 
men  of  the  place,  and  possesses  sufficient  energy, 
pluck  and  perseverance  to  insure  his  future  suc- 
cess in  life.  Being  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics, 
his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for  James  G. 
Blaine  in  1884.  December  26,  1887,  was  the  date 
of  his  marriage  with  Miss  Kate  F.  Forder,  a  native 
of  Sterling,  111. ,  and  a  daughter  of  William  Forder. 
She  and  Mr.  Rohrer  have  one  child,  a  son  named 
William  U. 

James  Ronian,  familiarly  known  as  "  Dad 
Ronian,"  is  the  present  proprietor  of  the  Commer- 
cial Hotel,  Hastings,  Neb.  According  to  the  family 
record  of  the  Ronian  family,  he  was  born  at  a  quar- 
ter past  three  o'clock  on  August  22,  1828,  in  the 
city  of  Pro\'idence,  R.  I.,  and  his  mother,  being 
sickly,  did  not  furnish  the  proper  amount  of  nourish- 
ment, so  he  naturally  took  to  eating  oysters,  which 
produced  a  sudden  growth,  more  in  circumference 
than  in  height.  After  a  period  of  ten  years  his 
parents  concluded  to  remove  to  New  York,  and  as 
there  were  no  railroads  at  that  time,  thej-  embarked 
on  the  raging  Erie  Canal.  After  a  long,  tedious 
journey  they  landed  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  and  then 
moved  back  twenty  miles  in  the  wilderness  where, 
on  a  clearing  of  only  five  acres,  they  commenced 
the  toil  and  hardships  of  pioneer  life.  They  lived 
in  a  small  log  house,  with  a  stick  chimney ,  plastered 
with  clay  outside  and  in,  and  with  a  large  flat  stone 
for  a  hearth.  Stoves  were  an  unknown  luxury  at 
that  day,  and  all  their  cooking  was  done  with  pot 
hooks  and  trammels.  Often  when  the  wind  was 
high  their  chimney  would  not  carry  off  the  smoke, 
and  as  a  consequence  it  was  often  black  with  smoke 
in  the  room.  How  little  do  we  of  the  present  day, 
with  every  convenience  around  us,  know  of  hard 


times.  Then  commenced  a  series  of  cold,  rainy 
seasons,  with  early  frosts,  that  cut  the  corn  oflf  too 
eai-ly,  and  as  that  was  the  principal  means  of  sus- 
tenance of  fattening  their  pork,  these  animals  would 
suflfer  severely  if  beech  nuts  were  not  plentiful. 
The  mother  always  cut  the  hair  of  the  children,  and 
to  get  it  even  turned  a  quai't  bowl  over  the  top 
of  their  heads  and  then  cut  around  the  edge  of 
it.  She  did  this  even  after  they  were  grown.  The 
young  men  of  to-day  go  to  a  tonsorial  ai-tist  (used  to 
be  called  a  barber),  pay  ten  cents  for  a  shave,  more 
than  double  that  amount  for  a  shampoo,  twenty-five 
cents  per  hair  cut,  and  fifty  cents  for  a  bottle  of 
Oriental  hair  balm,  after  which  they  stand  on  the 
street  corners ,  admii-e  each  other  and  talk  of  ' '  hard 
times,"  while  their  wives  are  at  home  sewing  a  7x9 
patch  on  their  under  garments.  After  a  few  years 
Mr.  Ronian  took  Horace  Greeley's  advice  to  go  West, 
and  landed  in  Montgomery  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
was  engaged  in  the  dair}'  business  for  a  number  of 
years.  He  also  engaged  in  market  gardening  and 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  met  with  excellent  suc- 
cess; but  on  account  of  the  ill  health  of  some  of  his 
family,  who  were  afflicted  with  asthma,  he  was 
advised  by  the  doctors  to  try  a  change  of  climate. 
He  then  moved  to  Hastings,  and  has  been  running 
the  Commercial  Hotel  ever  since.  This  is  one  of 
the  leading  houses  in  Hastings;  in  fact,  the  best 
known  hotel  in  the  West,  and  was  never  in  better 
order  than  at  the  present  time.  He  has  fifty-four 
beds,  all  in  fine  order,  and  as  the  genial  landlord  re- 
marks: "  Not  a  bed-bug  in  the  house,  for  the  rent  is 
so  high  they  would  not  stay."  He  has  a  corps  of  as 
good  cooks  as  are  to  be  found  in  the  State,  and  he. 
himself,  is  a  [)rince  among  hotel  men;  and  is  natur- 
allj^  suited  and  adapted  to  it.  He  keeps  his  help 
constantly  under  supervision,  and  sees  that  guests 
are  properly  cared  for.  Traveling  salesmen  receive 
special  attention,  and  are  made  easy  and  comfort- 
able by  Mr.  Ronian,  who  possesses  that  feeling  of 
kindlj-  hospitality  which  characterizes  the  people  of 
this  State.  He  was  married  in  1852  to  Miss  Marj' 
Eldridge,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  three  children 
have  blessed  this  union:  George,  Jennie  and  Ger- 
trude. In  politics  Mr.  Ronian  is  an  out  and  out 
Republican.      His  father,  James  Ronian,  was  born 
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in  Ireland  in  1800,  came  to  the  United  States  and 
settled  in  Rhode  Island.  His  death  occurred  in 
1880.      He  was  a  tanner  bj'  trade. 

James  A.  Rose  is  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Rose 
Bros.,  plumbers  of  Hastings,  Neb.,  and  although 
he  has  only  been  engaged  in  the  plumbing  business 
for  the  past  four  years,  he  has  seen  his  business 
grow  from  insignificant  proportions  to  its  present 
admirable  breadth,  extending  over  a  large  area. 
He  was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  December 
25,  1854,  being  one  of  the  five  surviving  members 
of  a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  Peter  and 
Elizabeth  (Watts)  Rose,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  now 
residents  of  Adams  County.  His  early  days  were 
spent  in  farm  work,  and  his  education  was  received 
in  the  district  schools  of  his  native  count}-.  He 
came  with  his  parents  to  Adams  Count}-,  Neb. ,  in 
1873,  and  with  them  settled  on  a  farm  ten  miles 
southwest  of  Hastings,  where  he  continued  to  re- 
main until  1879,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Hastings 
and  began  selling  wind-mills  and  pumps,  adding  in 
1886,  as  above  stated,  the  plumbing  business,  which 
is  proving  a  success  financially.  He  is  a  man  of 
energetic  and  enterprising  disposition,  keeps  thor- 
oughly abreast  with  the  times,  and  being  active  in 
futhering  the  interests  of  the  city,  is  regarded  as 
one  of  its  pillars.  He  is  a  Republican,  and  in  the 
spring  of  1889  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city 
council  from  the  First  ward,  and  is  now  a  member 
of  the  finance  committee.  In  1879  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Lizzie  Martin,  by  whom  he  has  five  chikb'en: 
Etta,  Frank,  Lulu,  Ralph  and  Guy. 

L.  A.  Royce,  real  estate,  loan  and  insurance 
broker,  Hastings,  Neb.  The  magnitude  of  the  real 
estate  interests  in  this  city  and  county  and  the 
activity  in  the  market  have  enlisted  the  services  of 
many  of  our  most  responsible  men,  and  among  the 
number  is  Mr.  L.  A.  Royce.  He  was  born  in  the 
Buckeye  State  in  1835,  moved  from  there  to  Iowa, 
and  in  1878  came  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  where  he  has 
since  been  engaged  in  the  above  mentioned  business. 
He  has  been  quite  successful,  and  is  one  of  the  pro- 
gressive and  live  business  men  of  the  place. 

J.  W.  Ruby,  farmer  and  stockman,  Pauline,  Neb. 
Kentucky  has  given  to  Adams  County  man}-  estima- 
ble  citizens,  but  she   has    contributed    none   more 


highly  respected,  or  more  worthy  of  honor  and  es- 
teem, than  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers  of  Adams  County,  and  entered 
160  acres  in  Section  26,  Little  Blue  Township.  He 
first  erected  a  dugout,  but  later  a  log  house,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  enterprising  men  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Louisville,  Ky. ,  in  1842,  and  was  the 
third  in  a  family  of  thirteen  children  born  to  the 
union  of  George  AVashington  and  Taey  (Riley)  Ruby, 
natives  of  the  Blue  Grass  State  also,  and  descend- 
ants of  old  and  much  respected  families.  The 
father  was  one  of  the  sturdy  sons  of  toil,  and  at  an 
early  day  emigrated  to  Keokuk,  Iowa,  where  he 
farmed  until  his  death  in  1877.  The  mother  is  still 
living  and  resides  in  Keokuk,  Iowa.  J.  V>'.  Kiih\- 
passed  the  early  years  of  his  life  in  duties  u^)on  the 
home  place,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Iowa,  and  commenced  farming  for  himself  in  that 
State.  He  was  married  in  Cass  County,  111.,  in 
1867,  to  Miss  Lydia  C.  Abney,  a  native  of  Illinois, 
and  the  daughter  of  Paul  and  Elizabeth  (Medlin) 
Abney,  natives  of  Tennessee,  Her  parents  emi- 
grated to  Iowa  at  an  early  day,  and  to  Adams 
County,  Neb,,  in  1872,  where  they  entered  land. 
The  father  died  in  Boone  County,  Iowa,  in  1883, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living.  To  Mr,  and  Mrs, 
Ruby  have  been  born  five  children:  Edward  F.  (mar- 
ried and  resides  in  Little  Blue  Township),  Willie 
(married  and  resides  at  home),  Alice  (now  ^Mrs. 
Fields,  of  this  township) ,  Belle  and  Johnnie.  J,  W, 
Ruby  cultivated  the  soil  in  Iowa  until  his  removal 
to  Nebraska,  since  which  time  he  has  continued  that 
pursuit.  He  was  the  first  settler  south  of  the  Blue 
in  Adams  County,  and  Hastings  was  not  heard  of  at 
that  time.  His  nearest  market  was  Beatrice,  and 
there  also  was  the  nearest  mill.  Mr.  Ruby  is  active 
in  politics  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party,  but 
is  no  office  seeker.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  Being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of 
Adams  County,  Mr,  Ruby  has  been  a  witness  to  its 
marvelous  gi'owth,  and  it  has  not  been  so  very  long 
ago  that  the  Indians  were  numerous  here.  He 
came  to  this  county  with  only  a  team  and  is  now  out 
of  debt  and  the  owner  of  a  good  farm. 

Alexander  Rutherford,  farmer  and  stockman  of 
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Denver  township,  Adams  County,  Neb.,  was  born 
near  BeKast,  Ireland,  in  1838,  being  the  eighth  of 
ten  children  born  to  Thomas  and  Fannie  (Stinson) 
Rutherford,  both  being  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Scotland,  removing  to  Ireland  soon  after  the  last 
named  event,  and  there  died  in  1870  and  1882,  re- 
spectivelj-.  Their  children's  names  are:  William, 
Thomas,  Jane,  James,  John.  Roljert,  Alexander, 
Adam  and  Elisa.  Alexander  Rutherford  was  about 
thirteen  years  of  age  when,  in  companj-  with  his 
brother  Robert,  he  came  to  the  United  States,  land- 
ing at  New  Orleans.  After  spending  one  j'ear  in 
St.  Louis  they  went  to  Rock  Island  County,  111., 
where  they  found  emploj-ment  at  farm  work,  and 
here  Alexander  was  married  in  1864  to  Miss  Anna 
Langdell,  a  daughter  of  William  W.  and  Elizabeth 
(Warren)  Langdell,  who  were  born  in  England  and 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1850,  settling  in  Rock  Island 
County,  where  they  both  died.  In  1868  Mr.  Ruther- 
ford and  his  wife  removed  to  Poweshiek  County, 
Iowa,  and  there  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
libu'ksmitliiiig  until  1879,  when  he  came  to  Adams 
Cdiiiity.  Nell.,  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  and 
has  .siiirc  lii'cn  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  His  land 
is  well  improved  and  stocked,  and  his  residence  is 
substantial,  commodious  and  convenient.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  a  Democrat  in  his 
politics,  and  a  patron  of  all  worth}'  enterprises.  A 
faniilj-  of  ten  children  have  been  born  to  himself 
and  wife:  William  W.  (who  died  in  1866),  Lizzie 
W. ,  Adam,  George,  Alfred  T. ,  Benjamin  W.  (who 
died  in  1878),  Harry  T.,  Frank.  Charley  A.  and 
Gracie  (who  died  in  1885). 

Frederick  J.  Schaufelberger,  M.  I).  This  ener- 
getic gentleman,  who  has  acquired  a  flattering  repu- 
tation as  a  physician,  was  born  in  Freedom,  Beaver 
County,  Pa. ,  April  28,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of  Jacob 
and  Margaretha  (Fritcher)  Schaufelberger,  natives  of 
Baden,  Germany,  who  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  first  in  Pennsylvania,  and  later  in 
Hancock  Countj',  Ohio.  Here  the  father  plied  his 
trade,  that  of  wagon  making,  and  also  fcillowcd  the 
occupation  of  farming  until  1882,  wluii  he  ri'tiivd 
from  active  business  life, and  moved  to  I'Dsioria.Ohio, 
where  he  at  present  resides.  Dr.  Schaufelberger  re- 
ceived his  education  and  rearing  in  Hancock  County, 


Ohio,  and  finished  his  literary  education  in  Heidel- 
berg College,  Tiffin,  Ohio.  After  being  in  the  drug 
business  in  Fostoria,  Ohio,  twelve  years  he,  in  1881, 
began  the  study  of  medicine  in  the  office  of  Drs. 
Heni-y  &  Meyers,  and  thus  favored  with  excellent 
preparatory  training,  he  entered  the  Jefferson  Medi- 
cal College,  of  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  graduating  as  an 
M.  D.  in  1884.  After  practicing  in  Fostoria,  Ohio, 
for  two  and  a  half  years,  he,  in  October,  1880,  came 
to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  and  here  his  professional  career 
from  the  first  has  been  one  of  gratifying  results. 
The  Doctor  is  a  Republican ,  and  his  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  U.  S.  Grant.  He  is  a  member  of 
all  the  Masonic  bodies,  belonging  to  the  York  Rite 
of  Masonry  in  Hastings,  Neb. ,  and  is  the  present 
T.  I.  M.  of  Hastings  Council  No.  8.  He  is  also  a 
Past  Master  of  Fostoria  Lodge  No.  288,  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ,  Fostoria,  Ohio.  The  Doctor  was  married 
October  9,  1877,  to  Eva  J.,  daughter  of  Jacob  J. 
and  Rachel  A.  (Harsh)  Myers.  Mrs.  Schaufelberger 
was  born  in  Fostoria,  Ohio,  December  8,  1853. 
They  have  one  child,  Frederick  J.,  who  was  bom 
February  9,  1881. 

B.  F.  Sehlegel,  hardware  merchant,  Kenesaw, 
Neb.  Prominent  among  the  commercial  resources 
of  the  town  of  Kenesaw  must  be  included  the 
trade  carried  on  in  hardware,  etc. ,  and  among 
those  who  hold  a  responsible  position  in  this  line 
may  be  mentioned  the  name  of  Mr.  B.  F.  Sehlegel, 
one  of  the  successful  business  men  of  the  place. 
He  is  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  Northumer- 
land  County.  February  3,  1840,  and  is  one  of  the 
early  settlcr.s  of  Western  Adams  County,  Neb.  His 
parents.  Peter  and  Susannah  (Bohner)  Sehlegel,  were 
both  natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  where  they 
passed  their  entire  lives,  and  where  the  father  car- 
ried on  agricultural  pursuits.  The  Sehlegel  family 
is  of  German  descent,  and  have  long  been  residents  of 
Pennsylvania,  the  paternal  grandfather  being  a  sol- 
dier in  the  Revolutionary  War.  B.  F.  Schlegel's 
time  was  divided  in  early  life  in  assisting  his  father 
on  the  farm  and  in  getting  a  meager  education  in 
the  ccmiinon  schools.  When  about  seventeen  years 
of  age,  he  went  to  Erie  County,  Ohio,  where  he  en- 
gaged as  a  farm  laborer.  In  1861  he  enlisted  for 
three  months  in  Company  E,  Eighth  Ohio  Volun- 
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teer  Infantiy,  and  at  the  expiration  of  his  term  of 
enlistment  he  returned  to  his  home,  and  later  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Forty-sixth  Regiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  re-enlisting  in  the  same  company  three 
years  later.  He  participated  in  the  engagements  at 
Winchester,  Cedar  Mountain,  Antietam,  Chancellors- 
ville,  Gettysburg,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  and  several 
other  prominent  battles.  He  was  in  Sherman's 
march  to  the  sea,  and  at  the  time  of  his  discharge, 
which  occurred  at  Harrisburg  on  July  22,  1865,  was 
serving  as  fii"st  sergeant.  Soon  after  the  close  of  the 
war  he  went  to  Ohio,  and  the  fulldwini;  s|)riiii;  camr 
to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Dakota  ('.)iini\  .  wlinr  he 
remained  two  j-ears.  After  sptMidiiiij,  the  following 
year  in  Iowa,  he  returned  to  his  Eastern  home  and 
later  traveled  extensively  in  the  Northern  and  "Wes1> 
ern  States ,  finally  selecting  Kenesaw  as  his  place  of 
residence,  locating  there  in  1878.  He  purchased  a 
farm  one  mile  east  of  the  town,  and  devoted  his  at> 
tention  to  agricultural  pursuits.  He  remained  on 
his  farm  until  1888,  when  he  moved  to  the  town  of 
Kenesaw,  where  he  purchased  his  present  hardware 
business  in  partnership  with  S.  H.  Smith,  the  present 
firm.  In  1867  he  married  Miss  Eliza  Combs,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  who  died  in  1868.  In  1871  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Rosa  A.  Reed,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  one  son  and 
three  daughters.  Mr.  Schlegel  is  a  Republican  in 
his  political  views,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was 
cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  at  Atlanta,  Ga. ,  in  1864. 
He  served  as  treasurer  of  Kenesaw  Township  for 
three  j-ears,  and  has  also  been  a  member  of  the 
school  Ijoard  a  number  of  times.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  Kenesaw  Lodge  No  144,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  Kenesaw  Building  and  Im- 
provement Association. 

P.  J.  Schmitz  is  accounted  a  prosperous  agricul- 
turist and  stockman  of  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and 
like  the  majority  of  the  natives  of  Wisconsin  he  is 
progressive  in  his  views,  and  possesses  original  and 
excellent  ideas  regarding  the  management  and  con- 
duct of  his  farm.  He  was  born  in  1861,  and  is  the 
third  child  born  to  Henry  and  Catherine  (Barbian) 
Schmitz,  the  mother  a  native  of  Germany.  Henry 
Schmitz,  also  a  native  of  Germany,  was  born  in 
1839.  and  in  1852  came  to  the  United  States,  and 


settled  near  Jauesville,  in  Rock  County,  Wis. , 
where  he  married  and  followed  cabinet  making  for 
a  living.  In  1861,  however,  he  took  up  farming  in 
Grant  County,  Wis.,  and  in  1874  moved  to  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  and  in  addition  to  taking  up  a  home- 
stead claim  also  purchased  land,  and  now  has  a  val- 
uable farm  amounting  td  .')(;o  acres,  which  is  finely 
improved.  He  and  wile  aiv  nu-mbers  of  the  Catho- 
lic Church.  P.  J.  Schmitz  spent  his  school  days  in 
Grant  Conntj^,  Wis. ,  but  upon  his  father's  removal 
to  Nebraska  he  came  also,  and  in  1881  began  farm- 
ing f'H' himself,  cniitiiiiiing  three  j-ears,  after  which 
he  tulldwed  tlir  carl iciilcr's  trade  five  or  six  years; 
then  again  I'csmncd  farming,  which  he  expects  to 
make  his  calling  thi'ough  life.  He  settled  on  his 
present  farm  in  1888,  and  has  it  well  improved 
and  stocked,  and  is  ciinsidcivd  one  of  the  enterpris- 
ing young  farmers  of  tlic  county.  He  was  married, 
in  1889,  to  Miss  Aircie  Lawhead,  a  daughter  of  Al- 
fred and  Catherine  (Flint)  Lawhead.  Mr.  Schmitz' 
brothers  and  sisters  are  as  follows:  John  H.  (who 
resides  in  Roseland,  Adams  County,  Neb.),  Mary 
(Mrs.  Derricks,  living  in  Adams  County),  Minnie 
(wife  of  G.  M.  Gaflford,  of  Roseland),  and  Albert, 
Annie  and  Eva,  at  home. 

Henry  Schnuelle,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  In  Sheboj'gan  County,  Wis. ,  in  1854, 
was  born  to  Fredrick  and  Rickie  (Boedieker) 
Schnuelle,  a  son,  who  is  now  taken  as  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  The  father  was  a  successful  agricid- 
turist,  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  public 
spirited  citizen.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Reformed 
Church.  His  wife,  who  was  also  a  member  of  that 
church,  died  in  1880.  They  reared  ten  children  to 
maturity:  Fredrick,  Rickie,  Sophia  (deceased), 
Henry,  Simon,  August,  William,  Anna,  and  Her- 
man and  Caroline  (twins).  Henry  Schnuelle  was 
the  fourth  in  order  of  birth,  and  as  he  grew  up  re- 
ceived instruction  in  the  district  schools  of  his  native 
State.  At  the  age  of  twent3'-one  years  he  went  to 
Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  three  years,  and  then 
in  1877  he  emigi-ated  to  Nebraska,  where  he  bought 
160  acres,  where  he  now  lives.  It  was  all  prairie  at 
that  time,  but  this  he  has  improved,  and  now  has  a 
fine  farm.  He  was  married  in  December,  1881,  to 
Miss  Minnie  Haubrock,  daughter   of    Charles   and 
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Louisa  Haubrock,  and  a  native  of  Illinois.  Her 
parents  moved  to  Nebraska  in  1878,  settled  in  Han- 
over Township,  and  there  they  are  still  living.  To 
Mr.  and  Jlrs.  Schnuelle  were  born  five  children: 
Charley  (born  October  31,  1882),  Clara  (born  March 
30.  1884),  Willie  (born  December  26,  1885),  Martha 
(born  August  6, 1887),  and  Dora  (born  February  22, 
1889).  Mr.  Schnuelle  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
upbuilding  of  churches  and  schools,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  county.  He  is  honest  and  industrious, 
and  all  his  property  is  the  result  of  hard  work.  He 
was  elected  supervisor  of  the  town  in  1885,  and 
since  then  has  held  the  office  of  town  clerk,  filling 
this  position  with  credit  and  satisfaction.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics. 

S.  V.  Scott  has  been  identified  with  the  farming 
interests  of  Adams  County,  Neb.,  siuee  1873,  and 
since  his  first  entry  of  160  acres  he  has  become  the 
owner  of  2-10  acres  of  well  improved  and  well 
stocked  land.  He  was  born  in  New  Brunswick  in 
1844,  and  was  the  fifth  in  a  family  of  children 
raised  by  Thomas  W.  and  Anne  E.  (Floyd)  Scott, 
the  former  a  native  of  Maine.  His  early  life  was 
spent  in  that  State,  but  he  was  married  in  New 
Brunswick,  and  a  family  of  eleven  children  blessed 
his  union:  John,  Emmaline  S. ,  William  (deceased), 
Lydia  (deceased),  S.  Y. ,  Thomas,  David  V.,  Wil- 
liam Z. ,  James  (who  died  in  infancy),  Ida  S.  and 
Sarah  A.  Mr.  Scott  moved  to  Princeton,  111. ,  in 
1855,  and  in  1869  emigrated  to  Poweshiek  County, 
Iowa,  settling  on  his  farm  of  300  acres  of  land. 
His  wife's  death  occurred  on  August  11,  1880. 
She  was  an  earnest  member  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  the  time  of  her  demise.  Mr.  Scott  then  lived 
with  his  youngest  daughter  until  his  death,  April  1, 
1888.  S.  V.  Scott  was  reared  in  New  Brunswick, 
and  in  1855  emigrated  to  Illinois  and  settled  near 
Princeton,  in  Bureau  County,  but  moved  in  1867  to 
Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Poweshiek  County, 
remaining  here  until  1879,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  a  resident  of  Adams  County,  Neb.  His  farm 
is  one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  is  well  adapted 
to  stock  raising,  which  imlustry  receives  consider- 
able attention  at  'Sir.  Scott  s  hands.  He  is  in  everj' 
sense  of  the  word  a  self-made  man,  and  the  valuable 
property  of  which  he  is  now  the  owner  has    been 


acquired  by  hard  and  persistent  endeavor.  He  is 
liberal  in  the  support  of  worthy  causes,  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views  and  belongs  to  the 
Masonic  Order,  Lodge  No.  50.     He  is  unmarried. 

Henry  Shedd,  furniture  .  dealer  of  Hastings, 
Neb.,  is  one  of  Adams  Countj^'s  oldest  residents, 
having  come  here  in  1872.  He  was  born  in  Oneida 
County,  N.  Y. ,  October  13,  1813,  being  a  son  of 
Dyer  and  Lj-dia  (Pratt)  Shedd,  who  were  born  in 
Connecticut  and  died  in  Oneida  County,  N.  Y..  in 
1848  and  1846,  respectively.  Henry  Shedd  at- 
tended the  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  while 
still  a  youth  began  life  for  himself,  and  the  first 
year  clerked  in  a  store  in  Utica.  After  spending 
some  time  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  he  became 
a  contractor  and  builder,  and  this  occupation  he 
followed  for  three  or  four  years.  In  1862,  full  of 
zeal  and  enthusiasm  for  the  cause  of  the  Union,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and  Seven- 
teenth New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  went  out 
as  second  lieutenant,  and  a  few  months  later  was 
detailed  from  his  regiment  for  special  service,  and 
at  the  end  of  two  years  was  honorably  discharged. 
In  1865  he  came  to  Illinois  and  made  a  location  in 
Woodford  County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm- 
ing, merchandising  and  cai-pentering  until  1872,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Adams  Count}',  Neb. ,  and 
homesteaded  about  four  miles  northeast  of  Juniata. 
In  1875  he   came  to  Hastings,  and  that  j-ear  and 

1876  were  devoted  to  the  grain   business,  but   in 

1877  he  formed  a  partnership  in  the  sale  of  agricul- 
tural implements  with  Charles  L.  Stone,  the  firm 
name  being  Shedd  &  Stone,  which  connection  lasted 
until  1884,  at  which  time  Mr,  Shedd  turned  his  at> 
tention  to  the  stock  business.  From  April  2,  1886, 
to  September,  1889,  he  was  assistant  cashier  of  the 
Adams  County  Bank,  and  in  October  of  the  latter 
year  he  opened  a  furniture  establishment  in  Hast- 
ings, and  has  a  wholesale  and  retail  stock,  very  com- 
plete and  of  the  best  quality.  He  is  a  Prohibition- 
ist, and  on  that  ticket  was  elected,  in  1885,  to  the 
position  of  mayor  of  Hastings.  He  was  married  in 
1866  to  Miss  Jennie  Sandford,  who  was  born  in 
1838,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  two  daughters:  Addie  E.  and  Fannie.  The  mother 
of  these  children  died  on  June  23,  1875,  and  Mr. 
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Shedd  espoused  his  present  wife  in  October,  1887. 
She  was  a  Mrs.  Kose  E.  Fisher,  bom  in  Iowa  in  1856, 
and  is  an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbj'terian  Church. 
John  D.  Shellhamer,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Holstein,  Neb.  The  success  which  seems  to  attend 
BIr.  Shellhamer's  efforts  in  the  farming  and  stocli 
raising  industry  is  well  merited,  for  no  one  is  more 
thoroughly  interested  in  this  calling  or  gives  it 
greater  attention.  He  was  originally  from  Colum- 
bia County,  Pa. ,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  Octo- 
ber 30,  1855,  and  is  the  son  of  E.  C.  and  Eliza 
(Heavner)  Shellhamer,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
both  boi'n  and  reared  in  Columbia  County.  Mr. 
Shellhamer  was  a  contractor  on  public  works  in 
Pennsylvania  for  a  number  of  years,  and  being  of  a 
roving  disposition  moved  to  Wisconsin  about  1859. 
He  lived  there  for  two  years,  then  moved  to  A''irginia 
and  resided  in  Fairfax  for  four  years,  after  which 
he  returned  to  Wisconsin,  Fond  du  Lac  County. 
Two  years  later  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Iowa, 
resided  in  Howard  and  Mitchell  Counties  for  about 
ten  j-ears;  and  then  again  sold  out,  and  in  1873 
emigrated  to  Nebraska.  He  followed  farming  in 
Adams  County  for  some  time,  and  then  moved  to 
Iowa,  where  he  resided  for  four  years.  He  is  now 
residing  in  Arkansas.  He  was  magistrate  while  in 
Adams  County,  Neb.  John  D.  Shellhamer  grew  to 
manhood  in  Iowa,  and  came  with  his  parents  to  Ne- 
braska in  1873.  He  located  on  his  present  property 
in  1874.  and  now  has  160  acres  of  land  all  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  Like  the  majority  of  the 
farmers  of  Adams  County,  he  has  good  substantial 
buildings;  has  set  out  a  small  orchard,  etc. ;  has  an 
acre  of  timber,  and  is  in  comfortable  circumstances. 
By  his  marriage,  which  occurred  in  Kearnej'  County, 
Neb.,  November  15,  1885,  to  Miss  Luella  Wood,  a 
native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  there  have  been 
born  two  children:  Ross  and  Stella.  Mrs.  Shell- 
hamer was  the  daughter  of  Abram  Wood,  of 
Kearney  County,  and  previous  to  her  marriage  was 
a  successful  teacher  in  Kearney  and  Adams  Coun- 
ties for  a  number  of  j'ears.  Her  home  is  decorated 
with  numerous  evidences  of  an  artist's  handiwork, 
and  the  massive  organ  responds  to  her  skillful 
touch.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 
and  an  active  Sundaj'-school  worker. 


John  Shierman,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  There  are  many  citizens  of  foreign  birth 
represented  within  the  pages  of  this  volume,  and 
among  those  deserving  of  mention  is  John  Shier- 
man,  who  was  born  in  Wittenberg,  Germany,  in 
1836,  and  who  was  the  third  child  and  only  son  in 
a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Andrew  and  Mary 
A.  Shierman,  both  of  whom  are  now  deceased,  the 
mother  dying  in  1869  and  the  father  in  1872,  and 
both  being  members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  The 
father  was  a  prominent  agriculturist.  Their  children 
were  named  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  Crescinth,  John, 
Maggie  and  Catherine.  John  Shierman' s  time  was 
divided  in  earl)'  youth  between  assisting  on  the  farm 
and  in  attending  the  schools  of  his  native  country. 
Later  he  learned  the  carpenter  trade,  and  in  1854 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settled  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  there  remained  eighteen  months.  He 
then  moved  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Douglas  Count)', 
where  he  worked  in  a  grist-mill  and  saw-mill  for  a 
few  3'ears.  He  was  married  May  17,  1859,  to  Miss 
Maggie  Malone,  and  to  them  was  born  one  son, 
William  A.  Mrs.  Shierman  died  April  8,  1860. 
William  A.  died  October  8,  1860.  After  losing  his 
family  Mr.  Shierman  was  engaged  in  farming  until 
1861,  when  he  enlisted  in  Compan)'  D,  Twent3'-first 
Illinois,  G-rant's  regiment,  and  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Fredericktown,  Perryville,  Winchester, 
Tullahoma,Tyron  Gap,  Pine  Mountain,  Chattanooga, 
Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  and  was  with  Sherman 
from  Atlanta  to  the  sea.  He  was  also  at  Corinth, 
and  participated  in  a  great  many  skirmishes.  He 
was  discharged  in  1864,  and  returned  to  Illinois, 
where  he  engaged  in  carpenter  work.  He  was  mar- 
ried, in  1865,  to  Miss  Jennie  R.  Low,  daughter  of 
Rev.  Samuel  and  Catherine  Low,  the  father  a  native 
of  Maine  and  the  mother  of  New  York  State.  The 
former  died  in  1840,  and  the  latter  in  1861.  Mrs. 
Shierman  was  born  in  Indiana  in  1837,  and  was  the 
j'oungest  of  the  following  children:  Samuel,  Mary. 
Catherine,  Ann,  William,  Hemy,  Adelia  and  Jennie. 
To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shierman  were  born  four  children: 
Elton  E. ,  John  W.,  Katie  O.  and  Nettie  A.  John 
Shierman  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  March,  1873, 
and  settled  in  Hastings,  where  thirty  days  after  ar- 
riving he  experienced  the  terrible  blizzard  mentioned 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


elsewhere.  In  1874  he  was  also  in  the  grasshopper 
scourge.  After  following  the  carpenter  trade  un- 
til 1882  he  located  on  his  present  farm.  He  took  a 
homestead  in  Little  Blue  Township  in  1873,  and  in 
1882  he  traded  this  for  the  160  acres  where  he  now 
lives.  He  has  been  successful,  and  now  has  a  com- 
fortable home,  all  the  result  of  honest  endeavor.  In 
his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  but  in  local 
polities  he  votes  for  principle  and  not  for  party. 

David  Shook,  farmer  and  carpenter,  Holstein, 
Neb.  Mr.  Shook  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in 
Dearborn  County  on  November  11,  1820,  and  is  the 
son  of  John  and  Sarah  (Harper)  Shook,  both  natives 
of  Maryland.  Mr.  Shook  was  a  contractor  and 
builder,  and  moved  from  his  native  State  to  Indiana 
at  an  early  day,  being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of 
Dearborn  County.  He  served  in  some  of  the  Indian 
wars  in  Indiana,  and  afterward  moved  to  Ripley 
County,  where  he  cultivated  the  soil  until  his  death, 
which  OQCiu-red  in  1841.  His  wife  died  in  August, 
1860.  David  Shook  was  early  taught  the  duties  of 
farm  life  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.,  and  was  married 
there  March  1,  1840,  to  Miss  Indiana  Deal,  a  native 
of  the  Keystone  State.  After  farming  there  for 
several  years  Mr.  Shook  moved  to  Iowa  (1855), 
located  in  Fayette  County,  and  there  continued  his 
agricultural  interests,  but  in  connection  followed 
contracting  and  building,  which  trade  he  had  learned 
in  Indiana.  In  1870  he  moved  to  Guthrie  County 
of  that  State,  resided  there  until  1884,  when  he 
moved  to  Nebraska  and  located  on  his  present  prop- 
ertj-  on  election  day  of  that  year.  He  has  improved 
his  property;  has  160  acres  under  cultivation  and 
fenced;  has  a  good  house,  substantial  outbuildings, 
good  orchard;  and,  in  fact,  is  a  first  class  farmer. 
In  connection  with  his  farming  interests  he  has  also 
carried  on  the  carpenter  trade  to  some  extent.  He 
lost  his  first  wife  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  on  No- 
vember 18,  1859,  ten  children  having  been  born  to 
this  union,  seven  boys  and  three  girls:  Jacob  D. , 
Charles  W.,  William,  Ezra,  Gramdville  L. ,  Albert 
W. ,  James  P.,  Mary  J.,  Louisa  A.  and  Isabell.  Mr. 
Shock's  second  marriage  occurred  in  Fayette  County, 
Iowa,  on  July  12,  1860,  to  Miss  Eliza  Moffltt,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  born  March  19,  1829,  in  Coshocton 
County,  and  the  daughter  of  James  and  ilary  Mof- 


fitt.  To  this  union  were  given  three  children,  all 
born  in  Fayette,  Iowa:  Robert  A.,  Josephine  and 
David  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shook  and  family  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  much  respected  citizens. 

William  J.  Shriver  is  one  of  tlie  intelligent  and 
enterpi'ising  agriculturists  and  stockmen  of  Adams 
County,  Neb. ,  and  has  been  very  successful  in  the 
conduct  of  his  farm,  which  comprises  160  acres  in 
Denver  Township.  His  native  birthplace  is  Noble 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  in  1848,  the  eldest 
child  of  Michel  and  Mary  A.  (Hughes)  Shriver,  and 
grandson  of  Amos  and  Caroline  Hughes.  Michel 
Shriver  was  born  in  Pennsj-lvania  in  1820,  but  re- 
moved to  Ohio  in  early  life  and  settled  in  Noble 
County,  where  he  married  and  reared  a  family  of 
six  children,  four  sons  and  two  daughters:  William 
J. ,  John  S. ,  Michel  E. ,  Mary  E. ,  Amos  E.  and 
Lucj'  E.  Mr.  Shriver  removed  to  Iowa  County, 
Iowa,  in  1867,  and  is  still  making  his  home  there, 
being  a  Democrat  in  politics.  William  J.  Shriver 
was  married  in  the  State  of  Iowa  in  1873  to  Miss 
Harriet  J.  Misel,  a  daughter  of  David  and  Martha 
(Trimble)  Misel,  all  natives  of  the  "  Buckeye  State." 
David  Misel  was  born  in  1823,  his  wife  in  1827, 
and  the  latter's  death  occurred  in  August,  1889. 
Mr.  Shriver  and  his  wife  have  three  children: 
David  Russell,  Amos  Emanuel  and  John  Wesley. 
In  1883  he  removed  with  his  family  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  and  settled  on  his  present  farm, 
which  is  situated  about  three  miles  fi'om  Hastings, 
it  being  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  or- 
chards, etc.,  and  well  stocked,  his  cattle  being  of 
the  Shor1>horn  breed.  He  has  alwajs  supported 
worthy  and  feasible  enterjjrises,  and  being  enterpris- 
ing and  industrious,  he  is  an  acquisition  to  the  com- 
munitj'  in  which  he  resides.  He  is  a  member  of  his 
local  school  board,  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
views,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  3Ietho- 
dist  Episcopal  Church. 

Joseph  R.  Sims  is  one  of  the  leading  contractors 
and  builders  of  Hastings,  Neb. ,  and  in  speaking  of 
his  life  occupation,  perhaps  the  greatest  compliment 
that  could  be  paid  him  would  be  to  point  to  the 
many  fine  edifices  which  he  has  erected.  His  parents , 
William  and  Louisa  (Stokes)  Sims,  were  born  in  Eng- 
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hind,  I  lilt  crossed  the  ocean  to  seek  a  home  in  the 
New  Work!  in  1848,  settling  in  Scranton,  Pa., 
where  they  were  accidentally  killed  on  July  3,  1861, 
before  their  plans  for  the  future  had  fully  matured. 
Joseph  R.  Sims  received  the  advantages  of  the  com- 
mon public  schools  in  his  youth,  and  although  he 
was  anxious  to  join  the  Union  army  during  the  late 
Rebellion,  his  extreme  youth  prevented  the  canying 
out  of  his  wishes  until  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  Two  Hundred  and  Third  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  and  he  did  faithful  service  until  June 
26,  1865,  when  he  was  honorabh"  discharged.  Re- 
turning from  the  War.  he  located  in  Scranton,  Pa., 
where  he  entered  upon  a  three  years'  apprenticeship 
at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  after  completing  his  term 
of  service  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  the  Wyoming 
and  Lackawanna  Vallej-s  until  1872,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Chicago,  and  here  and  at  Grand  Rapids, 
Mich.,  he  continued  to  work  at  his  trade  for  two 
years.  The  four  following  years  were  spent  in  his 
native  State,  and  after  a  short  residence  in  Iowa,  he 
came  to  Hastings,  Neb. ,  in  the  summer  of  1878,  and 
since  has  been  connected  with  the  Iniilding  interests 
of  the  city.  Some  of  the  finest  residences  and  pub- 
lic buildings  of  the  place  were  erected  by  him,  and 
he  is,  all  will  acknowledge,  an  adept  at  his  trade. 
He  has  ever  been  an  ardent  Republican,  and  socially 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternit}-,  and  is  the 
present  recorder  of  Mt.  Nebo  Commandery  No.  11.  of 
which  he  is  a  member. 

A.  P.  and  Will  A.  Slack  are  prosperous  general 
merchants  of  Juniata,  Neb. ,  and  each  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  firm  is  an  honored  representative  of  the 
old  and  respected  family  whose  name  they  bear. 
Their  parents,  A.  W.  and  Nancy  (Wheelock)  Slack, 
were  natives  of  Nesv  York,  and  the  father  was  for  a 
long  time  a  carriage  maker  of  Felts  Mills,  but  is 
now  retired.  A.  P.  and  W.  A.  Slack  were  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y. ,  in  1858  and  1861,  and 
were  attendants  at  the  common  schools  until  thirteen 
and  fourteen  years  of  age,  respectively.  The  former 
after  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  began  clerking, 
which  occupation  he  followed  seven  years,  but  in 
1880  he  came  west,  imbued  with  the  idea  that  better 
opportunities  were  offered  here  for  a  young  man  of 
push  and   enterprise,    and  subsequent  events  have 


proved  that  his  suppositions  were  correct.  After 
following  the  plow  in  Hall  County  for  one  and  a  half 
years  he  came  to  Juniata,  and  the  same  length  of 
time  was  spent  in  clerking  for  Mr.  Bun,  at  the  expi- 
ration of  which  time  he  entered  the  Bank  of  Juniata, 
and  for  five  j-ears  acted  as  clerk,  bookkeeper  and 
teller.  In  February,  1888,  he  opened  a  grocery 
store,  which  he  conducted  until  October,  1889,  then 
was  joined  by  his  brother,  W.  A.  Slack,  and  J.  R. 
Van  Houten,  and  they  put  in  a  stock  of  general 
merchandise  valued  at  $7,000.  Although  this  firm 
have  only  been  in  business  a  short  time  they  have 
succeeded  in  establishing  a  safe  and  renumerative 
trade,  and  their  close  attention  to  business,  com- 
bined with  a  large  and  well  selected  stock  of  goods  of 
the  most  reputable  manufactures,  together  with  rea- 
sonable prices  at  which  the}-  are  disposing  of  them, 
have  contributed  largely  to  their  success.  In  1884 
A.  P.  Slack  purchased  property  in  Juniata,  and  on 
one  of  his  lots  built  him  a  good  residence.  He  also 
owns  a  good  farm  in  Dakota.  He  was  married,  in 
1879,  to  Miss  Ida  Rhiner,  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  a  daughter  of  C.  B.  Rhiner,  who  is  at  present 
in  business  in  Juniata.  Two  children  have  been 
born  to  Mr.  Slack's  marriage:  Albert  and  Walter. 
Both  Mr.  Slack  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church,  and  politically  he  is  a  Republican, 
and  in  18S8  was  appointed  notaiy  public.  Will  A. 
Slack  began  his  career  as  a  farm  hand,  but  later  fol- 
lowed the  occupation  of  pedagoguing  until  he  attained 
his  majority.  Shortly  after  his  marriage  he  removed 
fi-om  his  native  State  to  Dakota,  where  he  home- 
steaded  320  acres,  but  after  proving  up  on  his  claim 
he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in  1885,  and  for 
some  time  was  bookkeeper  for  W.  D.  Sewell,  and 
afterward  for  D.  H.  Freeman.  In  1887  he  became 
associated  with  Mr.  Freeman  in  business,  the  firm 
taking  the  name  of  D.  H.  Freeman  &  Co. ,  but  at 
the  end  of  about  two  years,  in  October,  1889,  he 
joined  his  brother  in  the  above  named  store,  under 
the  firm  name  of  A.  P.  Slack  &  Co. ,  and  as  stated 
above  they  have  become  well  known  in  business 
circles.  Mr.  Slack's  wife,  formerlj-  Miss  Hattie  E. 
Smith,  was  born  in  York  State,  but  her  parents  are 
now  residing  in  South  Dakota.  Mr.  Slack  and  his 
wife  have  been  members  of  the  Jlethodist  Episcopal 
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Church  since  they  were  children,  and  he,  as  well  as 
his  brother,  is  an  active  worker  in  the  Sunday- 
school.  He  and  wife  have  two  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters: Ina,  Ethel,  Floyd  and  Leon.  He  also  owns 
considerable  town  property  and  160  acres  of  land 
three  miles  from  Juniata,  all  of  which  is  under  cul- 
tivation. He  is  a  Prohibitionist,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  Juniata  Lodge  No.  79,  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  of 
which  he  is  secretary. 

George  W.  Slay  is  a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  of 
Cottonwood  Township,  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and 
his  well  established  characteristics  of  energy,  perse- 
verance and  industry  have  brought  him  safe  retui-ns. 
He  was  born  at  McConuelsville,  Ohio,  November 
26,  1854,  and  is  a  son  of  Henry  and  Catherine 
(Davis)  Slay,  who  were  also  born  in  the  "  Buckeye 
State."  The  Slays  are  of  German  origin,  and  the 
grandfather,  John  Slay,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania 
and  settled  in  Ohio  at  a  very  early  period,  his 
ancestors  having  come  to  this  countr}',  it  is  sup- 
posed, since  the  Revolutionary  "War.  Catherine 
Davis  was  a  daughter  of  George  Davis,  a  native  of 
Maryland,  who  settled  in  Ohio,  at  McConnels%dUe, 
during  the  early  history  of  that  region.  George  W. 
Slay  was  one  of  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of 
whom  five  sons  and  two  daughters  are  now  living, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  the  State  of  his  birth. 
After  reaching  his  nineteenth  year  he  started  out  in 
life  for  himself,  and  after  spending  one  year  at 
farming  in  Grundy  County,  Mo.,  he  went  to  Michi- 
gan and  was  employed  in  the  lumber  regions  of  that 
State  for  one  year.  The  following  six  months  were 
spent  at  general  labor  in  West  Virginia,  after  which 
he  went  to  Pennsj'lvania,  thence  six  months  later  to 
Indiana,  and  after  spending  a  year  here  he  went  to 
Illinois,  and  spent  a  year  there  also.  After  a  resi- 
dence of  six  months  in  Wisconsin  he  returned  to  the 
lumber  regions  of  Michigan,  and  eighteen  months 
later  went  ou  a  visit  to  his  old  home.  He  worked 
for  three  years  at  railroading  in  Perry  Count}',  after 
which  he  farmed  until  1883,  in  Grundy  County, 
Mo. ,  and  in  September  of  that  year  came  to  Ne- 
braska and  homesteaded  his  present  property,  which 
comprises  160  acres  of  fine  farming  land,  nicely 
improved  with  good  buildings,  orchards,  etc.  While 
a  resident  of  Grundv  County,  Mo. ,  he  was  married 


to  Miss  Martha  Shilling,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a 
daughter  of  Reuben  and  Hannah  (Hopper)  Shilling, 
natives  of  Wisconsin,  and  descendants  of  an  old 
Scotch  famil}-.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Slay  have  one  son 
and  two  daughters:  Herman  A.,  Ettie  Myrtle  and 
Grade  Maj-.  The  family  worship  in  the  Methodist 
Church,  and  Mr.  Slay  has  held  several  local  offices. 
Edwin  Smith,  fanner  and  stock  raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Mr.  Smith  owes  his  nativity  to  the  Empire 
State,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  18-42.  and  is  the 
second  of  five  children,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters, born  to  the  union  of  John  and  Keziah  (Hal- 
lock)  Smith,  natives  also  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
The  father  is  a  farmer,  and  has  followed  this  occu- 
pation successfully  all  his  life.  He  was  born  in 
1820,  and  is  now  a  resident  of  his  native  State.  He 
is  Democratic  in  his  political  principles,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which 
his  wife  was  also  a  member.  She  was  the  daughter 
of  Zebulous  Hallock,  of  York  State,  and  died  in 
1885.  Their  chikken  were  named  as  follows:  Cyrus 
B. ,  Edwin,  Joseph  P. ,  Loduska  M.  and  Ida  B, 
Edwin  Smith's  school  days  were  spent  in  New  York 
State,  and  he  was  reared  in  Delaware  County,  al- 
though his  native  county  was  Grepne.  He  started 
out  for  himself  in  1863,  by  enlisting  in  Company  G, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteers, 
he  having  moved  to  that  State  and  settled  in  Mar- 
shall County  in  that  j'ear,  and  from  that  time  he 
acted  as  scout  and  guard,  taking  prisoners  back  and 
forwards  from  difl;erent  places.  He  was  discharged 
on  October  20,  1864,  after  which  he  returned  to 
Illinois,  and  there  tilled  the  soil  until  1876.  He 
then  emigrated  to  Adams  Count}-,  Neb. .  liought 
eighty  acres  of  laud,  which  he  now  has  well  im- 
proved and  which  is  better  stocked  than  almost  any 
other  farm  in  this  part  of  the  couutrj'.  He  is  enter- 
prising, industrious,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  success- 
ful in  whatever  he  undertakes.  He  was  married,  in 
1882,  to  Isabelle  Campbell,  nee  Herlinger,  who  had 
one  child,  Ira,  the  result  of  a  former  union.  Mr. 
Smith  is  interested  in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of 
the  county,  is  school  treasurer  in  his  district,  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  in  his  politi- 
cal views  is  Democratic.  He  and  Mrs.  Smith  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.      Mr. 
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Smith  likes  tlie  State,  and  expects  to  make  it  his 
permanent  home. 

Judge  B.  F.  Smith,  attornej-  at  law,  a  member 
of  the  firm  of  Dilworth,  Smith  &  Dilworth,  of  Hast> 
iugs.  Neb. .  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio,  in 
June,  1847,  being  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eight 
children  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Cope)  Smith,  who 
were  of  German  descent;  the  father  was  a  Lutheran 
minister.  Both  his  parents  died  in  1851.  B.  F. 
Smith  soon  after  removed  with  his  grandparents  to 
Steuljen  County,  Ind. ,  and  at  an  early  age  entered  a 
printing  office,  and  also  learned  the  manufacturing 
of  candy,  and  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  in  1863,  en- 
listed in  Company  H.  First  3Iichigan  Sharpshooters, 
being  attached  to  the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  in  the 
campaign  of  1864,  and  participated  in  the  battles 
of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsj^lvania,  Bethel  Church, 
Ox  Ford,  North  Anne,  Cold  Harbor  and  Petersburg, 
in  which  last  engagement  he  received  a  wound  in  the 
right  arm  from  the  bursting  of  a  shell,  which  caused 
the  amputation  of  the  arm  at  the  elbow.  He  was 
discharged  from  the  service  in  December,  1864,  and 
returned  to  his  home  in  Steuben  County,  Ind. ,  and 
soon  after  engaged  in  running  as  express  messenger 
between  Cincinnati  and  St.  Louis.  Li  1866,  when 
the  cholera  was  raging  in  St.  Louis,  he  returned  to 
Steuben  County,  Ind. ,  and  entered  the  graded  school 
of  Angola,  remaining  there  teaching  school  and 
studying  law  until  1871,  when  he  was  admitted,  and 
in  April  of  1872,  he  removed  to  Juniata,  Neb. , 
taking  up  a  homestead  four  miles  northeast  of  that 
place  in  Highland  Township.  He  at  once  entered 
upon  a  career  of  distinction  and  success,  and  owing 
to  his  strong,  good  sense  and  knowledge  of  legal 
lore,  he  soon  commanded  a  large  patronage.  He  has 
made  manj-  improvements  on  his  farm,  which  is  a 
valuable  piece  of  land,  and  after  proving  his  title,  in 
1874,  he  moved  to  Juniata,  where  he  bought  prop- 
erty and  erected  a  dwelling,  but  in  1882  caused  his 
present  commodious  residence  to  be  built.  He  has 
always  been  a  politician,  and  in  1873  his  ability  was 
rocoiinized  l.iy  the  people,  and  he  was  elected  probate 
judge,  which  office  he  held  eight  jears.  He  has  al- 
ways been  a  stanch  supporter  of  Republican  princi- 
ples and  has  been  a  delegate  to  numerous  conven- 
tions.     In  1876  he  formed  a  law  partnership  with 


James  Laird,  which  continued  until  1883,  when  the 
hitter's  interest  was  purchased  by  Gen.  Dilworth, 
and  the  next  year  W.  A.  Dilwoi-th  was  admitted  and 
the  present  firm  formed.  Judge  Smith  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  Juniata  Lodge  No.  79,  and  is  a 
member  of  Hastings  Encampment  No.  50,  and  of 
Geary  Post  No.  81,  G.  A.  R..  Miss  Sarah  Biggs- 
bee,  of  Indiana,  became  his  wife  in  1868,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  the  following  family:  Jesse 
and  Eugene  are  deceased,  and  Benjamin  F. ,  Philip 
H.  and  Harrison  Morton  are  living. 

J.  W.  Smith,  M.  D. ,  is  well  known  to  the  many 
readers  of  this  volume,  and  owes  his  nativity  to 
Bakewell,  England,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1852,  he  being  the  elder  of  two  children  born  to 
Thomas  and  Mary  Smith,  the  former  of  whom  was 
a  Wesleyan  Methodist  minister,  and  expounded  the 
doctrines  of  his  denomination  for  thirty-three  years, 
dying  in  1874.  His  wife's  death  occui-red  in  1880. 
Dr.  J.  W.  Smith  often  accompanied  his  father  to 
the  different  parishes  in  which  he  preached,  and  thus 
acquired  much  valuable  information,  which  stood 
him  in  good  stead  in  later  years.  His  means  of 
learning  was  not  confined  to  this  alone,  however,  for 
he  attended  the  schools  of  Bakewell,  excellent  ones 
of  their  kind,  and  subsequently  finished  his  educa- 
tion by  graduating  from  the  medical  ami  thcuiduiial 
departments  of  Wesley  College,  Siu'tlleld.  In 
1873-74  he  preached  the  Gospel  in  England,  but  in 
1875  he  came  to  the  United  States,  and  located  at 
Franklin,  N.  Y. ,  where  he  continued  his  work  for 
the  Master  for  two  years,  and  was  then  at  Hampden, 
of  the  same  State,  three  years.  At  the  expiration 
of  this  time  he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  for  two  years 
acted  as  principal  of  the  schools  of  Orleans,  being 
also  pastor  of  a  church  there,  after  which  he  was 
transferred  to  Juniata,  making  this  the  scene  of  his 
ministerial  labors  for  two  years.  Since  that  time  he 
has  practiced  the  profession  of  medicine  in  Adams 
County,  his  labors  in  this  capacity  being  well  pros- 
pered, and,  besides,  his  own  personal  characteristics 
have  drawn  around  him  a  wide  spread  popularity. 
Dr.  Smith  was  married  in  New  York,  in  1876,  to 
Miss  Mary  K.  Muhlachm ,  a  native  of  Hampden,  N. 
Y. ,  and  a  graduate  of  the  Albany  Normal  College,  a 
refined  and  intellectual  lady.      Her  grandfather  was 
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one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  Delaware  County,  and 
her  relatives  are  respected  and  prosperous  citizens 
of  that  region.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  had  five 
children:  E.  Russell  (who  died  at  the  age  of  two 
years),  Floyd,  Edith  Pearl,  Robert  Arthur  (died  in 
infancy),  and  Walter  J. 

H.  N.  Spencer,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Ne- 
gunda.  Neb.  This  successful  and  enterprising  citi- 
zen, like  the  majority  of  people  who  claim  the 
Buckeye  State  as  their  birth  place,  is  enterprising, 
intelligent  and  thrifty.  His  birth  occuiTed  in  Ge- 
auga Count}-,  in  1825,  and  he  was  the  only  child 
bom  to  his  parents,  Orrin  and  ^lehitabel  (Hall) 
Spencer,  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  when  fifteen  j-ears  of  age 
he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio, 
they  being  among  the  first  white  settlers  to  locate  in 
Claridon  Township.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  in 
1821,  and  afterwards  tilled  the  soil.  His  death 
occurred  in  Ohio  in  1874,  and  his  wife's  death 
occurred  previous  to  this,  in  1866.  He  was  quite  a 
prominent  man  and  served  the  county  in  many  posi- 
tions of  trust.  He  was  justice  and  director  of  the 
infirmary.  Grandfather  Spencer  was  in  the  War  of 
1812,  and  went  to  Cleveland  at  the  time  of  Hull's 
surrender.  H.  N.  Spencer  began  farming  at  an 
early  age,  and  secui-ed  a  fair  education  in  both  the 
subscription  and  free  schools  of  Geauga  County. 
He  was  married  in  that  county,  in  1846,  to  Miss 
Rosett  Utley,  a  native  of  Geauga  County,  and  the 
daughter  of  Hamilton  and  Polly  (Squires)  Utley, 
natives  of  Massachusetts.  Her  father  was  a  farmer 
and  about  1816  moved  to  Geauga  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  remained  during  life.  He  was  in  the  fac- 
tory business  for  many  years  in  Massachusetts.  He 
engaged  in  teaching  in  Ohio,  and  followed  this  pro- 
fession with  success  for  about  twenty  j-ears.  He 
was  justice  of  the  peace  for  many  years.  His  wife 
died  in  May,  1853,  and  he  in  December  of  the  same 
year.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Spencer  settled  in 
Ohio,  and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1880, 
when  he  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb.  In  1862 
he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  F,  Seventh 
Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  commissioned  second  lieu- 
tenant, and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  in  several  battles,  among  them  being  Chan- 


cellorsville  and  Gettysburg.  In  1863  he  was  taken 
sick  at  Gettysburg,  and  during  his  sickness  his  wife 
made  him  a  visit.  In  consequence  of  the  battle  of 
Chickamauga,  Mr.  Spencer  was  transferred  to  the 
Army  of  the  Cumljerland,  and  was  in  the  battle  of 
Lookout  Mountain  and  Ringgold,  where  he  received 
a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  hip.  He  received  a  fur- 
lough and  was  at  home  for  sixty'  days,  and  he  now 
has  the  bullet.  x\fter  returning  he  was  in  the  battle 
of  Resaca  and  Dallas,  where  he  received  a  shell 
wound  wliich  put  out  one  eye,  and  this  ended  his 
field  service  with  the  Seventh.  He  remained  at 
Nashville,  Tenn. ,  for  some  time,  and  was  mustered 
out  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  in  July,  1864.  In  August 
of  the  same  year  he  received  an  appointment  and 
recruited  Company  K,  One  Hundred  and  Seventy- 
seventh  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  appointed  captain. 
He  was  assigned  to  the  defense  of  the  Nashville 
Railroad.  He  was  in  Murfreesboro,  and  was  be- 
sieged bj-  Gen.  Forrest,  and  was  in  many  skir- 
mishes. His  regiment  was  later  assigned  to  the 
Twent}--third  Army  Corps,  and  he  joined  in  Febru- 
ar}-.  He  was  at  Fort  Fisher,  was  at  Wilmington, 
Goldsboro,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Town  Creek. 
Mr.  Spencer  was  honorably  discharged  in  1865,  at 
Greensboro,  N.  C. ,  after  which  he  returned  imme- 
diately to  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  but  later  went  to 
North  Carolina,  where  he  remained  six  months. 
Subsequently  he  returned  to  Ohio  and  followed  farm- 
ing there  until  1881,  when,  as  before  stated,  he 
moved  to  Adams  Count}',  Neb.  He  purchased  a 
prairie  tract  of  land  of  400  acres,  and  on  this  he 
has  made  many  improvements.  He  has  a  fine  stock 
ranch,  well  watered  and  with  plenty  of  shade,  and 
he  raises  considerable  stock.  He  is  not  active  in 
politics,  and  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
held  the  position  of  treasurer  of  Geauga  County 
from  1858  to  1862,  and  was  one  of  the  prominent 
men  of  the  same,  taking  quite  an  acti\e  part  in 
politics.  He  is  a  member  of  C.  A.  Arthur  Post 
No.  242,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lawrence,  Neb.  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  is  a  Chapter 
member,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Council.  He 
has  been  a  Knight  Templar  for  thirt3'-five  years,  and 
has  been  High  Priest  and  served  in  other  capacities. 
To  this  union  have  lieen  born  two  children:  Flora  S. 
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(now  Mis.  Hawley.  of  Eureka  Springs.  Ark.),  and 
Lawrence  U. ,  residing  on  the  farm.  Mrs.  Hawlej- 
is  a  music  teacher  and  has  a  store  in  Eureka  Springs. 

John  H.  Spicer,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of 
Adams  County,  Neb. ,  is  a  native  of  La  Salle 
County  111. ,  born  September  26,  1857,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  five  children  of  E.  H.  and  Eunice  (Wood) 
Spicer,  who  were  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1828  and 
1830,  respectively,  and  are  residing  in  La  Salle 
Count}-,  111.,  where  they  settled  in  the  year  of  1854. 
Roger  Spicer,  the  paternal  grandfather,  was  born 
in  the  ''Nutmeg  State"  in  179(:,  and  died  in  New 
York  in  1884.  John  H.  Spicer  commenced  life  as 
a  fanner's  lioy.  but  received  fair  advantages  for  ac- 
quiring an  education  in  the  schools  of  La  Salle 
County.  In  1S76  he  concluded  to  take  Horace 
Greeley's  advice  and  "go 'V\"est,"  not  particularlj' 
to  grow  up  with  the  country,  ))ut  to  obtain  the 
"almighty  dollar,"  and  for  this  purpose  settled  on 
a  farm  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  which  he  continued 
to  till  successfully  until  1888.  In  the  fall  of  1887, 
ho  was  elected  clerk  of  the  district  court,  and  his 
present  term  will  expire  in  1S1I2.  He  has  alwaj'S 
been  an  earnest  supporter  of  Rcpulilican  principles. 
In  the  year  of  1883  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  A.  B.  Scott,  a  native  of  Cedar  County,  Iowa, 
born  in  1857,  and  by  her  has  a  family  of  three  chil- 
dren, one  son  and  two  daughters — Erwin  H.,  Minnie 
R.    and  Erma  E. 

George  W.  Spicknall,  Hastings,  Neb.  Promi- 
nent among  the  verj-  early  settlers  of  Adams  County 
stands  the  name  of  Mr.  Spicknall,  who  settled  here 
on  August  10,  1870,  on  Section  30,  Township  5, 
Range  11,  now  Silver  Lake  Township,  and  at  a 
time  when  there  were  but  nine  persons  in  the  county. 
He  was  Viorn  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind. ,  on  March 
19,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Leonard  and  Emily 
(Horum)  Spicknall,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in 
Vermont,  and  died  in  Indiana  in  1871,  at  the  age  of 
sixtj-flve  years.  The  father  was  born  in  Maryland, 
and  died  in  Indiana  in  1850.  They  were  early  set^ 
tiers  of  Dearborn  County,  Ind.  George  "W.  Spick- 
nall was  the  eighth  of  thirteen  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  He  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm 
in  his  boyhood  days,  and  in  August,  1861,  he  donned 
his  suit  of  blue,  and  enlisted  in  Company-  K.  Twen- 


ty-sixth Indiana  Infantry,  serving  nineteen  months 
in  that  regiment.  He  was  discharged  for  disability 
in  the  month  of  March,  1863.  Recovering  from  his 
disability,  he  again  re-enlisted  in  Company  D,  Sev- 
enth Indiana  Cavalry,  serving  with  said  regiment 
until  February,  1866,  when  he  was  discharged  as 
sergean1>maior.  He  then  returned  home  and  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Indiana  until  1870,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  here  carried 
on  farming  until  1883.  In  politics  Mr.  Spicknall  is 
a  Republican,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  last  mentioned 
year  he  was  elected  county  clerk  of  Adams  County, 
being  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1885.  He  and  M.  N. 
Kress,  of  Ayr,  are  the  only  two  men  here  now  who 
were  here  in  1870.  In  1886  Mr.  Spicknall  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Susan  M.  Angevine,  who 
was  born  in  Dearborn  County,  Ind.,  in  1845.  He 
has  made  his  own  waj-  in  life  and  has  been  success- 
ful in  all  his  business  ventures,  and  is  now  able  to 
enjoj-  the  fruits  of  his  industry.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternitj',  of  Mount  Nebo  Com- 
mandery  No.  11,  K.  T. ,  also  a  member  of  the  Hastr 
ings  Lodge  of  K.  P. 

J.  Turner  Steele,  ;M.  D.,  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  November  10,  1857,  being  one  of  six  chil- 
dren born  to  Joseph  H.  and  Mary  (Powers)  Steele; 
the  former  a  native  of  England,  born  in  1817,  and 
now  resides  in  Hastings,  Neb.  He  came  to  the 
United  States  at  the  age  of  sixteen,  and  in  1859  re- 
moved with  his  family  to  Iowa,  settling  at  Man- 
chester, where  the  mother,  who  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  1818  and  came  to  America  at  the  age  of  twenty, 
died  in  1867.  In  the  high  school  of  Manchester 
the  earlj^  scholastic  advantages  of  Joseph  Steele 
were  enjoyed,  and  later  he  became  a  student  of  the 
State  University  of  Iowa,  at  Iowa  City.  His  medical 
studies  commenced  in  the  office  of  Dr.  B.  H.  Rey- 
nolds, of  Manchester,  and  were  continued  there 
until  1879,  when  he  went  to  Iowa  City  and 
completed  his  reading  in  the  office  of  0.  T.  Gil- 
lett,  secretary  of  the  State  University,  and  for  a 
short  period  he  was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine. Dr.  Steele  graduated  from  the  State  Univer- 
sity of  Iowa,  after  which  he  entered  Rush  Medical 
College,  and  graduated  from  there  February  19, 
1S84,  and  the  following  April  came  to  Hastings, 
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which  place  has  since  been  his  home.  On  Decem- 
ber 28,  1887,  he  married  Louella,  daughter  of  S.  C. 
and  Harriett  Hughes,  of  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  to 
them  was  born  one  child,  J.  Hughes.  Born  in  a 
city  noted  for  the  culture  and  intelligence  of  its  in- 
habitants, he  is  one  of  the  true  tj^pe  of  New  Eng- 
landers,  and  is  a  careful,  consistent  and  thoroughly 
educated  physician,  and  enjoys  a  high  reputation 
not  only  in  his  adopted  city,  but  throughout  the 
State.  The  Doctor  is  one  of  the  few  professional 
men  that  have  been  successful  in  financial  affairs, 
and  ranks  among  the  first  men  in  the  city  in  busi- 
ness circles.  By  the  purchase  and  sale  of  the  Tay- 
lor farm  adjoining  the  city  limits,  he  inaugurated 
the  memorable  boom  of  1887,  and  was  one  of  the 
heaviest  operators  in  real  estate,  of  which  he  is  still 
a  liberal  holder.  He  is  public  spirited  and  enter- 
prising, and  always  to  be  relied  upon  in  carrying 
forward  any  public  or  benevolent  enterprise.  He 
still  enjoys  a  lucrative  business,  which  is  principally 
confined  to  a  city  and  consultation  pr;u-tit-e.  Like 
most  men  of  spirit,  the  Doctor  is  a  great  admirer  of 
good  horses,  and  in  the  fall  of  1887  established  the 
stock  faiTu  known  as  Wile-Wood,  situated  two  miles 
east  and  two  south  of  Hastings.  It  is  as  pictur- 
esque and  romantic  a  spot  as  the  name  it  bears  sug- 
gests, and  with  its  towering  bluffs,  winding  streams, 
beautiful  meadows  and  abundant  groves  of  wile 
wood  it  is  destined  to  become  one  of  the  most  at^ 
tractive  resorts  for  lovers  of  fine  horses.  Of  those 
horses  now  ou  the  farm,  Revenue  heads  the  list.  He 
is  a  beautiful  mahogany  bay,  full  sixteen  hands 
high,  with  slight  star  in  forehead;  he  was  pm-chased 
of  Col.  Bruce,  at  Lexington,  Ky. ;  he  is  a  son  of  the 
great  sire  and  race  horse.  Renown,  first  dam  by  im- 
ported Bonnie  Scotland.  He  is  without  question 
the  finest  thoroughbred  stallion  in  the  State,  and 
with  the  many  fine  brood  mares  and  youngsters 
will  undoubtedly  make  Wile- Wood  respected.  Dr. 
Steele  is  a  Republican,  his  first  presidential  vote  be- 
ing cast  for  James  A.  Garfield.  He  is  genial,  well 
read,  and  popular  with  all  classes. 

David  V.  Stephens,  the  efladent  postmaster  of 
Juniata,  Neb. ,  was  born  in  Preble  County,  Ohio,  in 
1844,  being  the  eldest  of  the  children  born  to  James 
H.  and  Mary  L.  (Cleveland)  Stephens,  who  were  born 


in  Ohio  and  Virginia,  respectively,  the  former  a 
worthy  tiller  of  the  soil.  In  1851  the  family  moved 
to  Iowa,  and  in  1860  returned  east,  as  far  as  In- 
diana, in  which  State  the  mother  died.  The  father 
continued  to  make  his  home  here  until  1882,  when 
he  removed  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  settled  on 
an  exceptionally  fine  farm  of  fortj'  acres,  one  and  a 
half  miles  east  of  Juniata.  His  present  wife,  whom 
he  married  in  1885,  was  a  Mrs.  Carrie  Von  Riper,  a 
native  of  New  Jersey.  David  V.  Stephens  was 
reared  on  farms  in  Iowa  and  Indiana,  and  was  an 
attendant  of  the  common  schools  until  the  opening 
of  the  Civil  War,  when  he  dropped  all  pursuits  to 
take  up  arms  for  his  country.  In  1863  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth  In- 
diana Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Cumberland,  under  Gen.  Burnside,  and  was  in  the 
battles  of  Cumberland  Gap,  Walker's  Ford,  Monroe 
Gap,  after  which  he  went  to  Knoxville,  which  place 
he  reached  shortly  after  the  siege.  From  there  he 
went  to  West  Virginia,  thence  to  Indianapolis,  where 
he  was  honorably  discharged  and  returned  home. 
He  soon  after  entered  the  high  school  at  Wabash, 
Ind. ,  and  this  institution  he  attended  during  the 
summers  of  1865-66,  being  engaged  in  teaching  dur- 
ing the  winter  months.  December  24,  1867,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Nancy  A.  Thompson,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  and  a  daughter  of  the  Rev.  David  Thomp- 
son, who  was  an  old  settler  of  Wabash  County,  and 
treasurer  of  the  same  two  terms.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Stephens  bought  a  farm  of  fifty-six  acres,  and 
continued  to  reside  on  and  till  this  farm  for  three 
years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Wabash,  and  clerked 
in  the  store  of  D.  Thompson,  a  grocer,  then  for  the 
general  merchants,  Thompson  &  Snavelly,  remaining 
in  the  town  until  1878,  when  he  concluded  to  seek 
Dame  Fortune  a  little  farther  west,  and  accordingly 
settled  in  Greeley,  Colo. ,  being  engaged  in  tilling  a 
farm  of  forty  acres  near  the  town.  He  continued 
to  reside  here  three  years,  making  many  improve- 
ments in  the  meantime,  but  in  1881  sold  his  farm 
and  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and  purchased  a 
farm  of  eighty  acres,  three  miles  southeast  of  Juni- 
ata, which  he  sold  in  1884,  and  moved  to  Hastings. 
After  remaining  here  one  winter  he  made  a  trip 
through  the  Southern  States,  with  a   view  to   locat- 
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ing.  Iiut  returned  to  Adams  County,  well  contented 
to  settle  down  here.  After  farming  for  a  short 
time  he  clerked  for  E.  F.  Gettle  for  over  two  j^ears, 
and  on  December  7,  1889,  was  appointed  postmaster 
of  the  town,  and  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of 
this  position.  He  has  always  been  quite  an  active 
politician,  a  Republican  by  precept  and  example, 
and  has  held  a  numl)er  of  minor  offices  in  Adams 
County.  He  is  actively  engaged  in  church  work, 
as  is  his  wife,  who  is  also  a  charter  member  of  the 
W.  C.  T.  U.  Both  are  members  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  and  are  the  parents  of  four  children: 
Frank  M.  (who  is  deputy  postmaster),  Clement  V. , 
Eva  Jlay  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty  months), 
and  an  infant  daughter.  Xellie. 

William  Stewart,  farmer  and  stockman.  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  Perhaps  the  most  exciting  and  thrilling 
period  of  Mr.  Stewart's  life  was  during  his  career  as 
a  soldier,  and  the  brief  account  here  given  of  his 
service  in  the  army  will  convey  something  of  an 
idea  of  what  was  undergone  by  him.  He  is  a  native 
of  Shelby  Countj^,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1842,  being  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children 
born  to  the  union  of  Preston  B.  and  Patsey  (Ash- 
paugh)  Stewart.  The  father  was  born  in  Kentucky 
in  1813,  was  married  in  his  native  State,  and  in 
1832  moved  to  Ohio,  becoming  one  of  the  earliest 
settlers  of  Shelby  County.  He  was  a  blacksmith  bj' 
trade,  and  during  his  early  settlement  in  thatcountj', 
did  considerable  work  for  the  Indians.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  ^lasonic  Fraternitj',  Stoke  Lodge  No. 
■13,  was  Senior  Warden  of  the  same,  and  was  deeply 
interested  in  all  matters  relating  to  his  lodge,  hav- 
ing aided  in  organizing  several  different  ones.  He 
died  in  Ohio  in  1886.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  is  also  his  wife, 
who  is  living  at  the  present  day.  She  resides  in 
Ohio,  is  seventj--four  years  of  age,  and  is  still  quite 
active.  She  was  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Elizabeth  Ashpaugh,  the  latter  of- whom  lived  to  be 
one  hundred  and  one  years  of  age,  her  birth  occur- 
ring in  1749,  and  her  death  in  1850.  Our  siibject's 
paternal  gi-andfather  lived  to  be  eiglit3-five  j-ears  of 
age.  The  children  born  to  Preston  B.  Stewart  and 
wife  are  named  as  follows:  Sarah,. Joseph,  Elizabeth, 
William,  Maria,  Williby,  Martha  A. ,  Rhoda,  Charles, 


Perry  and  Harvey.  William  Stewart  passed  his 
younger  days  in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  shouldered  his  musket,  donned 
his  suit  of  blue  and  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Forty- 
fifth  Ohio  Infantry,  under  Maj.-Gen.  Stanley.  He 
participated  in  twenty-seven  general  engagements, 
the  principal  ones  being  Resaca,  Ga. ;  Altoona  Pass, 
Chattahoochie  River,  Atlanta,  Ga. ;  Jonesboro,  N. 
C. ;  siege  of  Rocksville,  Franklin,  Tenn.;  Chatta- 
nooga, and  was  in  a  great  many  skirmishes.  He 
was  a  private,  and  during  his  entire  time  of  enlists 
ment  was  never  sick  a  day.  He  assisted  in  the  cap- 
ture of  Morgan  in  Ohio,  and  was  one  of  the  mounted 
scouts  of  the  undertaking.  He  was  captured  in 
Tennessee  in  1863,  was  confined  in  Libby  pi'ison  six 
months,  and  experienced  all  the  horrors  of  that 
place.  When  first  taken  he  weighed  185  pounds, 
and  when  exchanged  in  the  spring  of  1864  his 
weight  was  100  pounds.  After  this  he  was  unfit 
for  service  for  five  months,  hut  at  the  end  of  that 
period  he  returned  1"  the  s:iiiic  (■(.in|iaiiy  in  which 
he  enlisted,  and  scr\ed  until  the  close  of  the  war. 
He  was  one  of  three  who  came  out  of  400  taken  in 
his  regiment.  After  his  discharge,  in  1865,  he  re- 
turned to  Ohio,  and  was  married  the  same  year  to 
Miss  Caroline  L.  Wright,  daughter  of  William  and 
Caroline  (Broderick)  Wright,  natives  of  Virginia  and 
Vermont,  respectively.  Her  father  died  in  1862, 
and  her  mother  in  1847.  They  were  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stew- 
art were  born  five  children:  Robert  E. ,  Emma, 
Walter  G. ,  Minnie  A.  and  Edmund  H.  While  liv- 
ino-  in  Ohio  Mr.  Stewart  followed  contracting,  and 
in  1877  emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  settled  at  Hast- 
ings, Adams  County.  He  moved  to  his  present 
location  in  1879,  and  has  160  acres  of  land  all  well 
improved  and  well  stocked.  He  is  quite  deeply  in- 
terested in  the  raising  of  blooded  stock,  and  has 
some  fine  Durham  cattle.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  Fraternity,  Stokes  Lodge  No.  40,  Port  Jef- 
ferson, Shelby  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  Chapter  of  the  same  county  in  Ohio.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  It 
was  all  a  prairie  when  !Mr.  Stewart  first  settled  in 
Nebraska,  and  he  has  experienced  some  of  the 
severe  storms  of  the  State. 
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Fred  H.  Stoeltiug  is  the  proprietor  of  tlie  Stoel- 
ting  Hotel  at  Prosser,  Neb. ,  wliieh  i.s  one  of  tlie  best 
conducted  estalilishments  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of 
the  State.  Although  Mr.  Stoelting  began  life  with 
little  means  his  career  has  been  more  than  ordinarilj' 
successful,  and  for  the  past  nine  years  his  entire 
time  has  been  given  to  his  present  calling,  for  which 
he  seems  to  have  a  natural  aptitude.  His  birth  oc- 
curred in  Indianapolis,  Ind. ,  in  the  j-ear  of  1845,  he 
being  the  fifth  of  thirteen  children  born  to  Christian 
and  Susanna  (Frink)  Stoelting,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany.  They  came  with  their  parents  to 
the  United  States  when  they  were  children,  and  in 
this  country  the  father  learned  the  cooper's  trade,  and 
for  some  time  operated  a  large  shop  in  Indianapolis. 
Later  he  established  a  shoe  store  there,  which  he 
successfully  conducted  a  number  of  j-ears,  and  dur- 
ing this  time  he  became  intimately  acquainted  with 
President  Benjamin  Harrison.  After  selling  out  his 
establisliment  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  he  removed 
with  his  family  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  purchased  a 
large  farm,  on  which  he  began  farming  on  an  exten- 
sive scale,  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  j-ears,  after  he  had 
made  many  valuable  improvements,  he  sold  out  for 
$16,000,  and  retired  from  active  business  life.  He 
died  in  March,  1889,  having  spent  a  useful  and  active 
life,  and  is  still  survived  by  his  widow.  Fred  H.  Stoel- 
ting resided  in  Indianapolis  until  he  reached  the  age 
of  ten  years,  and  up  to  that  time  had  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools.  He  afterward  entered 
the  Seminary  at  Sheboygan,  Wis. ,  which  institution 
he  attended  three  years,  and  after  the  war  had  been 
in  progress  one  year,  he,  in  1862  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Twentieth  Wisconsin  Infantr^^  it  being 
called  "The  Flying  Division,"  and  was  in  thirteen 
severe  battles,  among  which  may  be  mentioned  Prairie 
Grove,  Vicksburg,  Yazoo  City,  Atchafalaj-a,  Fort 
Morgan,  French  Creek,  Spanish  Fort,  and  was  in  the 
entire  siege  in  front  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  Galveston,  Tex.,  on  July  14,  1865,  and 
returned  to  Wisconsin.  He  soon  started  for  Mex- 
ico, but  as  the  war  was  formally-  closed  when  he 
reached  New  Orleans,  he  went  to  Indianapolis,  Ind. , 
and  became  foreman  for  a  large  establishment  in 
that  city.  On  August  3,  1868,  he  was  married  in 
Chicago,  111. ,  to  Miss  Emma  Deats,  and  soon  after 


went  to  Sheboygan,  Wis. .  where  he  engaged  in  the 
saw  mill  business,  and  later  ran  a  tug  boat  on  the 
lake  for  three  years,  a  part  of  the  time  being  captain. 
In  1878  he  came  to  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  set 
tied  in  the  southwest  part  of  Adams  County,  where 
he  took  up  a  soldier's  claim,  and'  on  this  farm  made 
his  home  for  three  years,  in  the  meantime  making 
some  valuable  improvements.  He  still  owns  the 
farm,  but  at  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  time, 
he  moved  to  Hastings  and  established  the  Pennsyl- 
vania House  and  the  Queen  City  Hotel,  which  es- 
tablishments he  successfully  conducted  for  seven 
years.  In  1888  he  came  to  Prosser,  a  portion  of  the 
town  being  laid  out  on  land  which  he  owned,  and 
here  he  built  the  Stoelting  Hotel,  and  also  a  livery 
stable,  both  of  which  he  conducts  in  a  highly  suc- 
cessful manner.  Besides  his  propertj-  here  he  owns 
some  business  lots  in  Hastings,  and  maj-  be  said  to 
have  prospered,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  has 
met  with  numerous  reverses,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  a  fire  which  swept  over  his  farm  when  he 
and  his  wife  were  residing  thereon,  it  destroying  all 
his  farming  implements,  and  would  have  undoubt- 
edly consumed  himself  and  wife  had  thej-  not  been 
residing  in  a  sod  house  at  the  time.  He  has  been 
active  in  all  enterprises  which  tend  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  the  county,  and  was  at  one  time  a  mem- 
ber of  the  detective  force  of  the  countj-,  and  assisted 
in  bringing  to  justice  a  number  of  criminals.  He 
has  alwa3-s  been  an  active  politician,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Laird  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  and  belongs  to 
Hastings  Lodge  No.  50,  I.  0.  0.  F. 

Dr.  M.  W.  Stone,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  in  Delaware  Count}-,  Ohio,  December  11,  1837. 
His  father's  name  was  Stephen  W.  Stone,  who  was  a 
son  of  William  Stone,  and  he  was  the  youngest  son  of 
Thomas  Stone,  of  Maryland,  one  of  the  signers  of  the 
Declaration  of  Independence  from  that  State.  His 
mother's  maiden  name  was  Emily  Bloore.  She  was 
the  only  daughter  of  Gen.  Sidne}-  Moore,  of  Dela- 
ware, Ohio.  He  attended  school  at  Delaware  until 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  then  his  father  moved  on 
a  farm  in  the  northern  part  of  Delaware  County, 
where  he  resided  until  the  fall  of  1853,  when  he 
removed  with  his  father's  family  to  Washington 
County,  Iowa.      In  the  j-ear  1857  he  Ijegau  the  study 
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of  medicine  with  Dr.  David  A.  Kittle,  of  Washing- 
ton. Iowa,  and  continued  his  studies  in  medicine 
while  pursuing  his  studies  in  the  high  school  in  that 
city,  during  the  j-ear  of  1858.  In  1859  he  returned 
to  Delaware,  Ohio,  and  there  attended  the  Ohio  Wes- 
leyan  University  for  one  year.  He  took  his  first 
course  of  lectures  in  medicine  during  the  year  of 

1860,  and  graduated  at  the  Bellevue  Medical  Col- 
lege, New  York  City,  in  February,  1861.  After 
completing  his  medical  course  he  made  quite  an  ex- 
tensive tour  of  the  Southern  States,  going  as  far 
south  as  Texas,  and  while  there  came  ver}"  near 
being  caught  by  the  secession  acts  of  the  Southern 
States.  When  it  became  evident  that  a  war  was  to 
result  from  the  treasonable  acts  and  rebellious  atti- 
tude of  the  South,  he  at  once  returned  to  his  home 
at  Washington,  Iowa,  and  on  the  15th  day  of  July, 

1861,  enlisted  as  a  private  soldier,  in  Company  H, 
Seventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  at  once  marched  to  the 
front  in  the  defense  of  his  country.  In  Novemlier 
of  that  same  year,  1861,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
position  of  assistant  surgeon  of  the  regiment.  In 
this  capacity  he  was  with  the  regiment  in  the  battles 
of  Belmont,  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelson  and  Shiloh 
and  other  minor  engagements.  In  the  latter  part 
of  this  year,  1862,  he  was  transferred  to  the  United 
States  Volunteer  Staff.  :ui<l  was  on  duty  at  Corinth 
and  St.  Louis  until  May.  isd-i.  when  he  was  again 
promoted  and  transferred  t<i  tlie  United  States  Medi- 
cal Staff,  and  ordered  to  report  to  Gen.  Rosecrans, 
then  in  command  of  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
for  duty.  He  arrived  at  the  headquarters  of  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland  about  August  15,  1863, 
and  was  assigned  for  duty  to  the  division  com- 
manded by  Gen.  George  H.  Thomas,  and  was  with 
them  at  the  memorable  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Sep- 
tember 19  and  20,  1863,  where  Gen.  Thomas  won 
the  title  of  ' '  The  Rock  of  Chickamauga."  On  Sep- 
tember 21,  1863,  he  arrived  in  Chattanooga,  and 
assisted  there  in  organizing  the  hospital  forces  of 
what  afterwards  became  one  of  the  most  important 
military  points  in  the  West.  He  remained  at  Chat- 
tanooga until  after  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain 
and  Jlission  Ridge,  when  he  accompanied  Gen. 
Thomas'  forces  on  the  campaign  to  Atlanta,  and 
then  returned  with  him  to  Nashville,  and  was  in  the 


notable  l>attles  of  Franklin  and  Nashville,  where 
Hood's  army  met  so  signal  a  defeat  that  it  was  al- 
most annihilation.  In  February,  1865,  he  was 
ordered  to  Clarksville,  Tenn. ,  to  take  charge  of  the 
general  hospitals  at  that  place,  relieving  Dr.  Cooper, 
of  the  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry.  Here  he  re- 
mained until  November,  1865,  when  the  medical 
and  hospital  depot  at  that  point  was  discontinued 
and  broken  up.  Then  he  reported  to  the  medical 
director  at  Nashville,  where  he  remained  until  Sep- 
tember, 1865,  when  be  was  granted  a  six  months' 
leave  of  absence,  with  orders  from  the  War  Depart- 
ment to  report  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Platte,  at  Omaha,  Neb. ,  at  the  expira- 
ation  of  that  time.  In  accordance  with  those  orders, 
on  April  7,  1867,  he  reported  to  Gen.  C.  C.  Auger,  at 
Omaha,  Neb. ,  and  was  ordered  on  to  the  Western 
frontiers,  with  the  Fourth  United  States  Infantrj-. 
While  on  the  frontiers  he  also  served  with  the  Thir- 
tieth and  Twenty-seventh  United  States  Infantry,  and 
the  Fifth  and  Twentj^-seeond  United  States  Cavahy, 
and  traveled  over  Western  Dakota,  Yellowstone  Park, 
-Mimtana.  Washington  Territor}',  eastern  part  of 
Oregon,  tliroiigh  Nevada  to  Reno,  and  from  thence 
by  rail  to  Sacramento,  Cal.  From  Sacramento  h6 
went  to  Fort  Yuma,  from  there  to  Tucson,  Santa  Fe, 
Fort  Hayes.  Kan..  Denver,  riieyeime  and  to  North 
Platte,  Xeh.  ( »n  returnin-  io  North  1  Matte  he  was 
assigned  to  duty  with  troops  si.itioneil  there,  aud 
along  the  line  of  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  lu 
September,  1869,  he  was  appointed  surgeon  of  the 
Union  Pacific  Railroad,  and  resigned  from  the  regu- 
lar army  in  November,  1870.  In  March,  1871,  he 
removed  with  his  family  to  Polk  County,  Neb. , 
where  he  resided  until  1877.  when  he  moved  to 
Saunders  County.  Neli. .  where  he  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  and  soon  l)uilt  up  a  large 
and  lucrative  business.  He  continued  his  residence 
at  Wahoo  from  the  date  of  his  removal  there  to  the 
present  time,  and  his  family  still  resides  there.  In 
1878  he  was  ai)pointed  surgeon-general  of  the  State 
by  Gov.  Albinus  Nance,  with  rank  of  colonel  on 
the  Governor's  staff.  This  position  he  has  held  con- 
tinuously since,  having  been  re-appointed  bv  Gov. 
James  W.  Dawes,  and  also  by  Governor  John  ]\I. 
Thayer.     On  May  1,  1889,  Gov.  Thaj-er  paid  him 
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the  veiy  handsome  compliment  of  appointing  him, 
without  solicitation,  superintendent  of  the  Asylum 
for  the  Chronic  Insane,  at  Hastings,  Neb. 

Fredrick  Stulken,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  Another  citizen  of  foreign  birth  who 
has  become  prominently  identified  with  the  farming 
and  stock  raising  interests  of  the  county  is  Mr. 
Stulken,  who  was  born  in  Holenbaugh,  Germany,  in 
1844.  His  father,  Halard  Stulken,  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  trade,  and  married  Lena  Barker,  who  bore 
him  seven  children.  The  father  died  in  1851,  and 
the  mother  in  1878.  Fredrick  Stulken  passed  his 
boyhood  days  in  his  native  countrj-,  and  in  1871  he 
emigi-ated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Ogle 
County,  111. ,  where  he  remained  five  years.  He  then 
moved  to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Blaine  Township, 
Adams  County,  and  bought  200  acres  of  land,  all  of 
which  he  has  improved.  To  the  original  tract  he 
has  added  enough  to  make  360  acres,  and  now  has  a 
fine  place.  He  was  married  in  Illinois,  in  1876,  to 
Miss  Lena  Lambus,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the 
daughter  of  Orr  Lambus,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union 
have  been  seven  children:  Lena,  Henry,  Anna,  Au- 
gust, Mary,  Minnie  and  Lizzie,  all  living  and  at 
home.  Mr.  Stulken  is  Independent  in  his  political 
views,  and  alwaj^s  votes  for  the  best  man  regardless 
of  party.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  German 
Lutheran  Church  at  Hastings,  and  he  is  active  in 
religious  and  educational  matters.  He  was  living  in 
Nebraska  during  the  ravages  of  the  grasshoppers, 
and  being  one  of  the  pioneers,  has  witnessed  the 
many  improvements  made  in  the  last  ten  or  twelve 
years. 

H.  B.  Talljert,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Trum- 
bull, Neb.  Mr.  Talbert  owes  his  nativity  to  Shelby 
County,  Ind. ,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1842,  and 
was  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  ten  children,  the  result 
of  the  union  of  Jesse  and  Hannah  (Engle)  Talbert, 
natives  of  North  Carolina  and  Ohio,  respectively. 
When  a  3'oung  man  the  father  went  to  Indiana,  was 
married  there,  and  there  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits until  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  when  he  en- 
gaged in  trapping.  His  death  occurred  in  1878. 
He  was  a  strong  Abolitionist.  His  wife  died  in  the 
same  year.  H.  B.  Talbert  divided  his  time  in  early 
youth  between  assisting  on  the  fai-m  and  in  attending 


the  subscription  schools  of  Shelby  County,  Ind.  At 
Indianapolis,  in  August,  1861,  he  enlisted  for  three 
years  in  the  Third  Indiana  Battery,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  service  at  the  above  mentioned  place.  He 
was  assigned  to  the  "Western  Department  and  sent 
to  St.  Louis  under  John  C.  Fremont.  During  1864 
he  was  in  Mississippi  on  garrison  dutj^,  and  later 
was  under  A.  J.  Smith,  and  joined  the  Red  River 
expedition.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  In- 
dianapolis in  August,  1864,  ha\ang  remained  until 
the  expiration  of  his  tenn  of  enlistment.  He  re- 
turned to  Shelby  County,  Ind. ,  and  was  married  in 
that  county,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Matilda  Rittenhouse, 
a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ind.,  and  a  daughter  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Young)  Rittenhouse,  the 
father  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  Indiana. 
Mr.  Rittenhouse  was  reared  in  Shelby  County,  Ind. , 
and  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  August,  1846.  His  wife  is  still 
living,  and  makes  her  home  near  our  subject.  Mr. 
Talbert  introduced  tile  making  in  Shelby  County, 
and  followed  that  business  for  three  years.  In  1879 
he  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  homesteaded  160 
acres,  and  first  lived  in  a  dugout,  to  which  he  added 
a  sod  addition.  In  1887  he  erected  a  two-story 
frame  house,  twenty-eight  feet  square,  and  has  as 
fine  a  residence  as  any  in  the  county.  He  takes  a 
great  interest  in  raising  stock,  and  has  good  barns 
and  outbuildings.  In  fact,  his  i-esidence,  barns, 
outbuildings,  etc. ,  all  indicate  the  quality  of  farmer 
that  he  is,  and  the  same  systematic  condition  of 
affairs  about  his  home  is  apparent  in  his  course  as  a 
man.  Although  not  active  in  politics  he  is  still  a 
Republican  in  his  views.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  his  district,  and  is  a  member  of  W. 
H.  HaiTison  Post  No.  183,  G.  A.  R.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Talbert  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  seven  children: 
Minnie  F. ,  Edward  Morton,  Jesse  H.,  Elias  F. , 
Cora  Alice,  Myrtie  E.  and  Charles  W. 

Charles  H.  Tanner  is  a  man  who  began  life  for 
himself  poor  in  purse;  but  who  possessed  a  sutH- 
ciently  determined  spirit  to  bend  the  force  of  cir- 
cumstances to  his  will,  and  is  now  among  the  lead- 
ing members  of  the  Adams  County  bar.  He  was 
born  in  the  "Empire  State"  August  14,  1853.  and 
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is  the  elder  of  two  ehildren  bom  to  the  marriage  of 
William  H.  Tanner  and  Nancy  F.  Joues.also  natives 
of  York  State,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  1822 
and  the  latter's  in  1834.  The  career  of  Mr.  Tanner, 
after  hi.s  arrival  upon  the  stage  of  human  action, 
was  rather  uneventful,  and  like  that  of  the  majority 
of  boys,  was  spent  in  the  school  room,  graduating 
from  the  Academic  Department  of  the  State  Nor- 
mal School,  at  Cortland,  N.  Y.  Being  ambitious  to 
make  a  name  for  himself,  and  thinking  Horace 
Greeley's  advice  excellent,  he,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  came  to  Nebraska,  and  during  four  years' 
residence  at  Lincoln  was  in  the  United  States  land 
office.  In  1875  he  began  the  study  of  law  in  the 
office  of  Green  &  Ricketts,  and  in  the  j-ear  1877, 
was  admitted  to  the  Lancaster  County  bar.  In  the 
spring  of  1879  he  settled  in  Hastings,  where  he  at 
once  entered  upon  a  career  of  distinction  and  suc- 
cess, and  took  an  active  part  in  some  of  the  leading 
criminal  cases  of  the  county.  He  was  the  leading 
counsel  for  the  defense  in  the  case  of  the  State  vs. 
Lizzie  Aldridge,  charged  in  the  indictment  with 
poisoning  her  husband.  The  case  was  tried  at  the 
June  term  of  1889,  and  resulted  in  her  acquittal. 
Mr.  Tanner  has  always  been  a  Republican,  and  in 
1886  was  elected  on  that  ticket  to  the  office  of 
county  attorney  of  Adams  County,  for  a  term  of 
two  years.  For  ten  years  he  has  held  the  position 
of  LTnited  States  Commissioner.  He  is  a  Mason, 
belonging  to  Lancaster  Lodge  No.  54,  Lincoln,  Neb. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Flora  V.  Trippe  was  celebrated 
in  August,  1874,  she  being  a  native  of  Cortland 
County,  N.  Y". ,  but  he  was  called  upon  to  mourn  her 
death  September  22,  1884.  November  19,  of  the 
following  year,  he  espoused  Miss  Hattie  Fay,  of 
Hastings,  born  in  1864,  a  daughter  of  William  Fay. 

,  Frank  J.  Taylor  is  a  farmer  mihI  slcickuian  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.,  who  has  inri  wiili  -dod  suc- 
cess in  following  his  chosen  calling.  Iiciiig  now  en- 
gaged in  tilling  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  pur- 
chased in  1879.  He  was  born  in  Lake  County, 
Ind. .  in  1859,  being  the  third  of  five  children  reared 
Ijy  De  Witt  C.  and  Louisa  (Palmer)  Taylor,  and  a 
grandson  of  Adanijah  and  Lucy  Taylor,  and  James 
and  Almira  Palmer.      De  Witt  C.  Tajdor  was  born  in 

New    York  in   1826,  and  was  married  in   Indiana 


about  1850,  and  died  there  in  1888.  His  widow 
survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Lake  County. 
Their  children  are:  Helen,  Charles  A. ,  Frank  J., 
Emma  and  William.  Frank  J.  Taj'lor  received  ex- 
cellent educational  advantages  in  early  life,  and  be- 
sides attending  the  common  schools,  was  an  attend- 
ant at  Valparaiso.  In  1880  he  began  farming  and 
raising  stock  on  his  own  responsibility,  and  the  same 
year  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Fuller,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Delia  Fuller,  and  emigrated  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  had  previouslj^  purchased  his  farm.  He 
lived  with  his  wife  on  his  farm  until  1883,  when, 
while  on  a  visit  to  Indiana,  his  wife  was  taken  ill 
and  died  in  December,  and  was  buried  in  the  Lowell 
cemeterj".  He  has  made  many  improvements  since 
locating  here,  and  his  farm  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  tilled  and  most  fertile  in  the  county.  In  addi- 
tion to  this  he  has  engaged  quite  extensively  in  buy- 
ing and  selling  stock,  and  has  taught  school  since 
coming  to  the  county,  being  a  warm  patron  of  edu- 
cation. He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  in  1890  was  elected 
assessor  of  Denver  Township,  and  treasurer  in  1887. 
He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  one  child,  Jesse  j 
Clinton.  I 

Thomas  A.  Templeton,  farmer  and  postmaster,  [ 
Kenesaw,  Neb.  Mr.  Templeton  owes  his  nativity  to  j 
Armstrong  County,  Pa. ,  where  his  Ijirth  occurred 
on  October  6,  1837,  and  is  now  following  a  calling 
that  has  for  ages  received  undivided  efforts  from 
many  worthy  individuals,  and  one  that  always  fur- 
nishes sustenance  to  the  ready  worker.  His  father, 
Thomas  Templeton,  was  a  native  of  Armstrong 
County,  Pa. ,  and  was  a  farmer  and  miller  by  occu- 
pation. He  married  Miss  Isabella  Templeton,  a  na- 
tive of  Huntington  County,  Pa.,  and  to  them  were 
born  ten  children,  of  whom  Thomas  A.  was  next  to 
the  youngest.  In  his  j'ounger  days  the  latter  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  a  good  education,  and  when 
he  was  twentj-  years  of  age  he  began  teaching  in  the 
public  schools  of  the  State.  After  that  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  American  Furnace  Company  as  en- 
gineer. In  August,  1862,  he  <nli>ttMl  hi  Company 
C,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty-ninth  Regiment,  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteer  Infantry,  and  the  first  duty  of 
the  company  was  to  bury  the  dead  after  the  second 
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battle  of  Bull  Rim.  He  served  as  a  memljer  of  the 
color  guard,  and  was  houorablj-  discharged  in  June, 
1865.  He  pai-ticipated  in  the  battle  of  Antietam, 
and  was  at  both  engagements  at  Fredericksburg  un- 
der Gens.  Buruside  and  Hooker.  He  was  with  his 
company  when  they  made  the  famous  thirty-six  mile 
march  at  Gettysburg,  and  after  a  brief  rest  of  but 
two  hours  participated  in  the  terrible  assault  upon 
Little  Round  Top.  At  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness, 
on  the  morning  of  May  12,  1864,  he  received  a  gun- 
shot wound  in  his  right  limb  and  had  his  shoulder 
blade  broken.  From  these  injuries  he  has  never  re- 
covered, but  has  been  a  cripple  ever  since.  He  is 
one  of  those  old  veterans  whose  maimed  bodies  and 
shattered  health  partly  tell  the  tale  of  emancipation. 
After  having  received  his  wounds  he  was  taken  to 
the  hospital,  and  when  convalescent  was  appointed 
a  member  of  the  veteran  reserve  corps,  where  he  re- 
mained until  discharged.  Returning  to  his  home 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  he  engaged  at  steamboating, 
and  while  thus  employed  his  wife,  Selicia  (Crow) 
Templeton,  whom  he  had  married  in  1858,  died  on 
board  the  boat.  In  1870  Mr.  Templeton  turned  his 
attention  to  merchandising,  which  he  followed  at 
Boydstown,  St.  Joe  and  Bryam  Center,  Pa. ,  until 
1880,  when  he  removed  to  Topeka,  Kan.,  and  there 
resided  until  1883,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Kene- 
saw,  Neb. ,  purchasing  a  farm  on  Section  14.  In 
1868  he  married  Miss  Annie  M.  Hutchison,  a  na- 
tive of  Butler  County,  Pa.,  and  their  union  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  one  son  and  three  daughters. 
In  May,  1889,  Mr.  Templeton  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Kenesaw,  and  at  once  entered  upon  the 
duties  of  this  oflace.  He  is  a  member  of  Capital 
Lodge  No.  3,  A.  0.  U.  W. ,  at  Topeka,  Kan. ,  and 
is  also  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  The  family  wor- 
ship at  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  universally 
respected  and  esteemed. 

L.  S.  Terhune.  The  career  of  this  gentleman  as 
a  farmer  and  stock  raiser  has  been  a  successful  one, 
and  although  he  has  resided  in  Nebraska  only  about 
four  years,  he  has  already  made  many  acquaintances 
and  friends.  He  was  born  in  Fleming  County,  Ky. , 
in  1819,  being  the  sixth  of  twelve  children  born  to 
Barnett  and  Ruth  (Carter)  Terhune,  who  were  born 
in    New    Jersey  and    Virginia,    respectively,    the 


formers  birth  occurring  in  1780.  He  removed  to 
Kentucky  during  the  earl}-  history-  of  that  State, 
where  he  was  married  about  1805,  and  reared  his 
family,  whose  names  are  as  follows:  Albert,  Henry, 
Daniel,  Thomas,  Mary  A.,  James,  Luke  S. ,  John 
and  Elisha.  Three  children  died  in  infancj*.  James 
and  Luke  S.  are  the  only  ones  now  li^•ing,  the  former 
being  a  resident  of  Jasper  County,  111. ,  where  he 
and  wife  have  reared  a  large  familj'  of  children. 
The  father  and  mother  of  these  children  died  in  In- 
diana in  1849  and  1848,  respectivelj-,  worthy  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Luke  S. 
Terhune,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  memoir,  re- 
moved to  Brown  County,  Ohio,  from  his  native 
State,  where  he  made  his  home  until  he  was  twenty- 
one  3-eai's  of  age,  after  which  he  took  up  his  abode 
in  Dearborn  County,  Ind. ,  and  started  to  farming  on 
his  own  account.  In  1848  he  wedded  Almeda  Cox, . 
a  daughter  of  Elisha  and  Lucinda  Cox,  of  Dearborn 
Count}",  Ind.,  Almeda  being  the  eldest  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Margaret  (Mrs.  Blasdel),  Lafayette, 
Malinda,  John  and  Elisha.  The  mother  died  in 
1886,  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years,  but  the  father 
still  resides  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Terhune  and  his  wife 
have  four  children:  Thomas  (who  died  in  1881), 
Mary  M. ,  Cora  B.  and  Elisha.  In  1858  Mr.  Ter- 
hune removed  to  Richland  County,  111. ,  and  later  to 
Peoria  County,  but  since  1887  has  been  a  resident 
of  Adams  Countj^,  Neb.  The  greater  part  of  his 
life  has  been  devoted  to  contracting  and  building, 
but  he  is  now  giving  his  attention  to  farming.  He 
is  a  Republican,  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  0.  F. ,  and 
he  and  family  worship  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  His  farm  is  tilled  bj-  his  son  Elisha,  who 
is  maiTied  to  Susie  Furrj-,  a  native  of  Nebraska,  by 
whom  he  has  a  daughter,  Susan  Almeda. 

Fred  G.  Test,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  skillful  and 
experienced  physicians  of  the  State  of  Neljraska, 
and  is  the  assistant  physician  of  the  Asylum  for  the 
Incurable  Insane  at  Hastings.  He  was  born  in  Cler- 
mont County,  Ohio,  December  28,  1859,  and  is  a 
son  of  Israel  F.  and  Amanda  M,  (Moyer)  Test,  who 
were  also  born  in  the  Buckej-e  State,  and  are  there 
still  residing,  the  former  aged  about  sixty-three 
years  and  the  lattter  fifty-seven.  After  attending 
the  common  schools.  Dr.  Test  entered  the  Ohio  Wes- 
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lej-an  University  at  Delaware,  and  upon  leaving  this 
institution  was  engaged  in  teaching  the  '  ■'  young 
idea"  for  some  time.  In  1882  he  began  his  medical 
studies  in  the  office  of  Dr.  L.  A.  Merriam,  and  later 
attended  lectui-es  in  the  Ohio  Medical  College,  at 
Cincinnati,  and  graduated  therefrom  in  the  month  of 
March,  1886.  After  practicing  in  his  native  S^tate 
for  one  year  he  came  to  Nebraska,  in  ()<'t(>licr.  IssT, 
and  first  settled  in  St.  Paul,  Howard  County,  luit  in 
June,  1889,  was  appointed  to  his  present  position 
b}-  Gov.  Thayer,  and  came  to  Hastings.  He  has  met 
with  the  best  success  in  the  practice  of  his  chosen 
calling,  and  is  well  fitted  to  successfully  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  position  which  he  is  now  filling. 
He  has  always  supported  the  principles  of  the  Ke- 
pulilican  party,  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  K. 
of  P. ,  in  which  he  is  Past  Chancellor,  and  in  the 
month  of  October,  1889,  he  represented  his  lodge  in 
the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State. 

Walter  Theesen,  farmer  and  stockman,  Glen- 
ville,  Neb.  Among  those  prominently  identified 
with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Adams 
County  stands  the  name  of  Mr.  Theesen,  who  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1854,  and  is  the  elder  of  two 
children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Jacob  and  Lena 
(Deaken)  Theesen,  both  natives  of  Germany.  The 
father  was  a  successful  agriculturalist,  and  followed 
this  occupation  during  his  younger  days.  He  died 
in  his  native  country  in  1860.  The  two  children 
born  to  his  union  were  named  as  follows:  "Walter 
and  Charley.  After  his  death  the  mother  was  mar- 
ried in  the  old  country  to  Dirk  Geerdes,  and  in  1864 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settled  in  Lee 
County,  111. ,  and  here  Mr.  Geerdes  followed  farm- 
ing. They  liecame  the  parents  of  one  child,  John. 
The  mother  died  in  1889  in  Nebraska,  whither  she 
had  moved  in  1874.  Walter  Theesen  began  life  for 
himself  in  about  1877,  although  he  had  emigrated 
to  Nebraska  in  1873  or  1874,  and  had  purchased 
railroad  land  in  1872.  He  was  married  in  1878  to 
Miss  Maggie  Snep,  daughter  of  Henry  Snep,  a 
native  of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1865.  Mr.  Theesen  has  400  acres  of  land,  all 
well  improved,  and  is  one  of  the  wide-awake,  ener- 
getic farmers  of  the  county.  He  was  elected  super- 
visor in  1887.  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 


board  in  District  71  for  five  or  six  years.  He  is  in- 
terested in  the  building  up  of  schools,  and  all  else 
for  the  good  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was  in  the  county 
when  the  towns  were  organized.  His  brother 
Charley  is  located  in  Clay  County,  and  his  half 
lirother  John,  who  is  young  yet,  resides  in  Hanover 
T.iwnshi|i.  Adams  County. 

At>cl  Spuulding  Thompson,  postmaster  and  phar- 
macist at  Holstein,  Neb. ,  was  born  in  Delaware 
Countj-,  of  the  "Buckej-e  State,"  March  25,  1832, 
and  is  a  son  of  Matthew  and  Martha  (Spaulding) 
Thompson,  the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Cum- 
berland County,  Pa.,  a  descendant  of  those  sturdy 
Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians  who  settled  in  the  fertile 
valley  of  the  Cumberland  near  Carlisle,  Pa.,  about 
the  year  1794.  Martha  Spaulding  was  born  in  the 
"Green  Mountain  State,"  a  daughter  of  Abel 
Spaulding,  who  served  from  that  State  in  the  Revo- 
lutionarj'  War,  and  also  in  the  War  of  1812,  after- 
ward settling  in  Delaware  Countj- ,  Ohio,  during  the 
very  early  history  of  that  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Thompson  lived  to  a  good  old  age,  and  reared  a 
family  of  seven  sons  and  two  daughters  to  honor- 
able manhood  and  womanhood,  five  of  the  sons  serv- 
ing in  the  Civil  War.  Abel  S.  Thompson,  the  im- 
mediate subject  of  this  sketch,  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State,  and  in  earl_y  life  learned  the  busi- 
ness in  which  his  father  was  engaged,  that  of  coop- 
erage, but  upon  the  opening  of  the  war  he  volun- 
teered his  services  in  defense  of  the  old  flag,  and 
enlisted  in  Company  A.  One  Hundred  and  Twenty- 
third  Ohio  "\'olunteer  Infantry,  and  followed  the  for- 
tunes of  that  command  through  all  the  vicissitudes 
and  hardships  incident  to  army  life  until  the  close 
of  the  war.  Upon  his  return  home  he  resumed  his 
former  occupation,  continuing  until  1866,  when  he< 
spent  about  six  and  a  half  j-ears  equally  between 
Illinois  and  Iowa,  after  which  he  came  to  Nebraska 
and  entered  a  homestead  in  Kenesaw  Township, 
which  he  tilled  for  six  years,  leaving  it  to  engage  in 
the  drug  business  at  Kenesaw,  serving  Uncle  Sam 
honorably  for  seven  years  as  postmaster.  He  re- 
mained here  until  the  spring  of  1889,  then  came  to 
Holstein,  and  is  engaged  in  business,  as  above 
stated,   also  serving  as  postmaster  here.      He  was 
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married  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio  (wliere  he  had 
gi-own  to  manhood),  to  Miss  Maria  James,  a  native 
of  that  county  and  a  daughter  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Miller)  James,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  early 
settlers  of  Wyandot  County.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son have  three  daughters:  Luella  A.  (wife  of  Mar- 
tin Depriest,  of  Ogalalla,  Neb.),  Sylvia  E.  (wife 
of  Ebeu  L.  Button,  of  Cottonwood  Township),  and 
Marie  Antoinette  (wife  of  Frank  H.  Cole,  a  builder 
by  occupation).  Mr.  Thompson  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churph,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  Mathias  Post  No.  155  of  the  G.  A. 
K. ,  and  lielongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  in  the  Masonic 
fraternity. 

J.  W.  Thornton,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast> 
ings.  Neb.  Adams  County  is  indeed  fortunate  in 
having  among  her  foreign-born  element  men  whose 
industry,  strict  attention  to  business,  economy  and 
perseverance  have  produced  such  substantial  results 
in  the  different  affairs  with  which  they  have  con- 
nected themselves.  Mr.  Thornton  belongs  to  this 
class,  for,  originally  fi-om  England,  his  location  in 
this  county  dates  from  1884.  He  was  born  in  1842, 
near  Lancaster,  in  Westmoreland,  of  the  union  of 
John  and  Margaret  (Braithwaite)  Thornton,  the 
other  children  besides  himself  being  James,  Fannie, 
Thomas,  Alice,  Ann  (deceased),  Robert  (deceased), 
Richard  (deceased),  and  two  who  died  in  infancy. 
The  father  followed  overseeing  in  the  mills  of  Eng- 
land, and  was  quite  successful  in  this  occupation. 
He  and  wife  were  both  members  of  the  Episcopal 
Church.  They  moved  to  the  United  States  in  1856, 
settled  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  and  there  remained  until 
1859,  when  they  moved  to  Illinois,  settling  in  Grundy 
County,  where  the  father  died  in  Julj',  1870.  He 
was  a  Republican  in  politics  and  a  public  spirited 
man.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  a  daughter  in  Michigan.  J.  W.  Thorn- 
ton was  about  eleven  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents.  In  1866  he  started 
out  for  himself  as  an  agriculturist,  and  has  followed 
this  ever  since.  He  was  married,  in  1870,  to  Miss 
Henrietta  J.  Walker,  daughter  of  Robert  Walker, 
who  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  La  Salle  Countj^, 
111.,  and  one  of  the  first  judges  of  election  in 
Grruildy  County.     He  died  in  1855.     Mr.  Thornton 


settled  on  a  farm  five  miles  west  of  Morris,  111. , 
where  he  was  very  successful  in  agricultural  pur- 
suits, but  in  1884  he  concluded  to  try  his  luck  in 
Nebraska.  He  located  first  in  West  Blue  Town- 
ship, but  in  1886  he  came  to  Blaine  Township,  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  land,  and  here  he  has  since 
resided,  perfectlj-  satisfied  with  the  State.  He  also 
owns  160  acres  in  Verona  Township.  He  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  was  elected  treasurer  of  the 
town  in  1886,  and  has  held  this  position  for  two 
years.  He  is  interested  in  all  things  for  the  good 
of  the  county,  and  is  universally  respected.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church.  While  in 
Grundy  County,  111.,  Mr.  Thornton  was  town  clerk, 
also  school  trustee  for  four  years  in  his  township. 
P.  H.  Thrasher,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
ings, Neb.  What  is  usually  termed  genius  has  little 
to  do  with  the  success  of  men  in  general.  Keen 
perception,  sound  judgment,  and  a  determined  will, 
supported  by  persevering  and  continuous  effort,  are 
essential  elements  to  success  in  any  calling.  Mr.  P. 
H.  Thrasher  was  born  in  Monroe  Countj^  N.  Y. ,  on 
September  8,  1831,  and  was  the  youngest  of  a  fam- 
ily of  twelve  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of 
John  and  Roxana  (Holdridge)  Thrasher,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  The  parents  were  married  in  their 
native  State,  moved  from  there  to  Monroe  County, 
N.  Y. ,  and  in  1844  to  Sullivan  County,  Ind. ,  where 
the  father  cultivated  the  soil.  Two  years  later  he 
moved  to  McLean  Countj-,  111.,  and  made  that  his 
home  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1856.  The 
mother  received  her  final  summons  in  1850.  Their 
children  now  living  are  named  as  follows:  Elnathan 
(married  and  lives  in  Indiana),  Gersham  (married 
and  lives  in  Sioux  City,  Iowa),  Thankful  E.  (now 
Mrs.  Harlan,  of  Belle  Plain,  Iowa),  and  P.  H. 
Thrasher  (the  subject  of  this  sketch).  The  latter 
was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and  received  his  education 
in  the  schools  of  New  York,  Indiana  and  McLean 
Countj-,  111.  When  twenty  years  of  age  he  was 
united  in  marriage,  in  McLean  County,  to  Miss  Mary 
E.  Bessie,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  bore  him  two  liv- 
ing children:  Roxj'  Ann  (now  Mrs.  Grimes,  of  Liv- 
ingston County,  111.),  and  x\rthur  (married  and  lives 
in  Adams  County,  Neb.).  Mr.  Thrasher  lost  his  ex- 
cellent wife  in  November,  1858,  and  in  1860   was 
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married  iu  La  Salle  County.  111. ,  to  Miss  Emma  El- 
vira Coats,  a  native  of  La  Salle  County,  and  the 
(laughter  of  Peter  A.  and  Eliza  (Manville)  Coats, 
natives  of  Connecticut,  who  at  an  earlj'  daj'  settled 
in  La  Salle  County,  111.  Mr.  Coats  with  his  family 
took  an  overland  trip  to  California  in  1852,  but 
returned  in  1857,  and  settled  in  La  Salle  County, 
where  the  father  made  his  home  until  his  death  in 
1859.  His  wife  died  in  California  iu  1855.  After 
marriage  Mr.  Thrasher  settled  on  a  farm  in  La  Salle 
County,  111. ,  and  there  remained  until  1883,  when  he 
moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb.",  and  located  on  his 
present  place.  In  1886  he  purchased  160  acres  of 
improved  land,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  Mr.  Thrasher  is  quite  active 
in  politics  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  partj^  He 
was  elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1889,  and  will 
be  magistrate  of  the  township.  To  his  marriage 
were  born  six  living  children:  Ida  (now  Mrs.  Winter, 
of  Garfield,  La  Salle  County,  111.),  Pliny  (married 
and  resides  iu  Hall  County,  Neb.),  Adna  (now  Mrs. 
Stebbius,  of  Ayr-,  Neb.),  Nellie  (now  Mrs.  George, 
of  Hall  County,  Neb.),  and  Clara  and  Mortimore, 
who  are  still  at  home.  Although  not  as  early  in  the 
county  as  some,  Mr.  Thrasher  has  seen  many  and 
vast  changes  since  his  residence  here,  and  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  all  that  relates  to  the  good  of 
the  countr}'.  He  was  here  at  the  organization  of 
the  township. 

George  "W.  Tibbets  is  the  senior  member  of  the 
successful  and  widelj'  known  law  firm  of  Tibbets, 
Morey  &  Ferris,  of  Hastings,  Neb.  He  was  born  in 
Allegany  County,  N.  Y.,  .July  25,  1848,  and  is  a 
son  of  James  and  Lucy  A.  (Raymond)  Tibbets,  who 
were  also  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York,  born  in 
1822  and  1824,  respectivelj',  the  former's  death 
also  occurring  there  in  1876.  George  W.  Tibbets 
received  his  education  at  Genesee  Valley  Seminary, 
N.  Y. ,  and  in  the  Iowa  State  University,  but  in 
1874  he  turned  his  attention  to  the  study  of  law  in 
the  office  of  Richardson,  Flannigan  &  Smith,  at  An- 
gelica, N.  Y.,  and  after  a  thorough  preparation  of 
three  years,  he  was  admitted  to  practice  in  all  the 
coui-ts  of  the  State  of  New  York.  He  then  prac- 
ticed his  profession  in  his  native  State  until  1886, 
at  which  time  he  came  to  Hastings,  and  in  April  of 


that  year  the  law  firm  of  Tibbets  &  Morey  was  estal> 
lished,  Mr.  Ferris  becoming  a  member  of  the  firm  in 
January,  1890.  Politically,  Mr.  Tibbets  has  always 
been  a  Democrat,  and  sociallj-  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity.  He  was  married  August  2, 
1882,  to  Miss  Mar^^  A.  Capron,  a  native  of  New 
York,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Raymond  M. 
Charles  F.  Morey,  a  member  of  tiic  al>(i\('  named 
firm,  is  a  native  of  Wyoming  County,  N.  Y. ,  his 
birth  occurring  there  on  November  17,  1855.  His 
father,  Reuben  Moi-ey,  was  a  Baptist  clergyman, 
and  was  also  a  native  of  the  "Empire  State,''  his 
birth  occurring  in  1805.  He  was  a  Liradiiate  ot 
Brown  University,  and  was  ever  noted  as  a  man  of 
fine  intellect,  and  in  his  abilitj-  as  a  minister  was 
far  above  the  average.  In  1871  he  moved  with  his 
familj'  to  Wisconsin,  where  the  mother,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Abbie  Bogman,  died  the  same 
year,  Mr.  Morey  passing  away  from  life  in  the  same 
State  in  1880.  Charles  F.  Morey  received  an 
unusuallj'  good  education,  and  was  first  a  faith- 
ful and  painstaking  student  in  the  Institute  of 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis, ,  and  in  1879  graduated  from  the 
Chicago  University,  his  course  there  being  also 
marked  bj-  conscientious  application.  In  1877  he 
began  his  legal  studies  in  connection  with  his  col- 
lege work,  and  iu  1882  was  admitted  to  the  Chicago 
bar,  and,  after  a  residence  of  four  years  in  that  city, 
he  came  to  Hastings  (in  1886),  which  place  has  since 
continued  to  be  his  home.  His  marriage  was  sol- 
emnized in  June,  1883,  his  wife  being  Miss  Anna 
M.  Riordan,  a  native  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  bj^  whom 
he  has  one  child:  Clive  R.  Mr.  Morey  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views.  Elmer  E.  Ferris,  the 
junior  member  of  the  firm,  was  born  in  Wisconsin 
in  1862,  and,  like  Mr.  Morey,  was  an  attendant  of 
Beaver  Dam,  Wis. ,  Institute,  and  the  Chicago  Uni- 
versitj^also  graduating  in  the  class  of  1884.  After 
spending  one  year  in  the  Chicago  Union  Law  Col- 
lege he,  in  1888,  came  to  Hastings  and  the  same 
year  was  admitted  to  the  Adams  County  bar,  form- 
ing his  present  partnership  in  1890.  They  have 
gained  an  excellent  reputation  throughout  the  State, 
and  show  ability  and  sagacity  in  the  management  of 
their  cases.  Mr.  Ferris  was  married  Julv  6,  1889. 
to  Miss  Minnie  F.  Lum,  of  Wisconsin. 
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Henry  Trier,  like  all  native  Germans,  is  enter- 
prising, industrious,  frugal,  and  therefore  success- 
ful. His  birth  occurred  in  Hesse  Cassel,  Erksdorf, 
December  12,  1856,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Valentine 
and  Elizabeth  (Linker)  Trier,  the  former  of  whom 
was  a  farmer  of  good  standing  in  his  native  land, 
and  died  about  the  year  1870,  still  survived  by  his 
widow.  Henry  Trier  is  the  fourth  of  their  six  chil- 
dren, five  sons  and  one  daughter,  and  when  only 
sixteen  years  of  age  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortune 
in  a  new  land,  and  upon  reaching  the  United  States 
he  located  at  Peru,  La  Salle  County,  111. ,  where  he 
remained  about  eleven  years,  a  portion  of  his  time 
being  spent  in  town,  and  the  rest  in  farming.  While 
there  he  invested  in  some  farming  property  in  Lyons 
County,  Kan. ,  on  Eagle  Creek,  and  after  tilling  this 
property  two  years  he  sold  out  and  returned  to  his 
Illinois  home,  and  a  few  years  later  came  to  his 
present  abode.  He  settled  on  his  present  farm  in 
1885,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  1889  moved  to  Hol- 
stein,  where  he  is  now  living.  He  was  married  in 
Peru  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  (Peters)  Keutzer,  who  was 
born  in  Peru,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  one  son  and  three  daughters:  Emma  (Keut> 
zer),  Louisa  (Keutzer),  George  and  Lydia  Trier. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trier  worship  in  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  Mr.  Trier  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen 
of  America.  In  addition  to  conducting  his  farm  he 
is  engaged  in  conducting  a  livery  staVile.  which  is 
one  of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  is  pro\-ing  quite 
profitable. 

John  Valentine,  dealer  in  wines  and  liquors, 
Hastings,  Neb.  Ever  since  his  connection  with  the 
affairs  of  Adams  Count}',  Mr.  Valentine  has  dis- 
played those  sterling  characteristics  of  men  of  Ger- 
man nativity- — industry,  perseverance  and  integrity, 
that  have  resulted  in  awarding  him  a  representative 
place  in  matters  pertaining  to  this  community.  His 
birth  occurred  March  22,  1841,  and  he  is  the  son  of 
Harn  and  Auka  (Hendrichs)  Valentine,  natives  of 
Germany,  the  former  born  in  1811,  and  the  latter  in 
1809.  The  father  died  in  his  native  country  in 
1884,  but  the  mother  came  to  the  United  States  in 
1886,  settled  in  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  here  died 
three  weeks  after  her  an-ival.  John  A^alentiue  re- 
ceived a  thorough  education  in  the  schools  of  Ger- 


many, and  there  followed  agricultural  pursuits  until 
1865,  when  he  came  to  the  United  States.  He  set^ 
tied  in  Illinois,  carried  on  farming,  and  was  also  in 
the  wine  and  liquor  business.  He  came  to  Hastings 
in  December,  1880,  and  has  since  been  engaged  in 
his  present  business,  at  which  he  has  been  quite 
successful.  He  has  a  brick  building,  22x66  feet,  at 
the  corner  of  Hastings  Avenue  and  First  Street, 
which  was  erected  in  1888.  Mr.  A^alentine  was  mar- 
ried on  December  5,  1870,  to  Miss  Jurkea  Engel- 
barths  Siebens,  who  died  at  Jacksonville,  111. ,  in 
1881,  leaving  two  daughters:  Auka  and  Anna.  In 
1882  Mr.  Valentine  was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Mal- 
steadt,  and  to  this  union  were  l)orn  five  children: 
William,  John.  Martha,  Chris,  and  Mara.  In  poli- 
tics Mr.  Valentine  is  a  Democrat. 

William  Van  Boening  belongs  to  that  sturdy,  in- 
dependent class,  the  farmers  of  Nebraska,  and  none 
of  the  residents  of  Adams  County  possess  more 
genuine  merit  or  worthy  characteristics  than  he. 
He  was  born  in  Germany  in  1838,  and  was  one  of 
nine  children  born  to  Simon  and  Elizabeth  Van 
Boening,  the  former  a  prosperous  farmer  of  Ger- 
many, who  died  in  his  native  land  in  1862,  having 
been  an  earnest  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
In  1866  the  mother  came  with  the  children  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Illinois,  where  her  death 
occurred  the  following  year.  Their  children- are: 
Cynthia,  Egbert,  William,  John,  Klaas, Emily,  Lena, 
Tilda  and  Simon.  William  Van  Boening  farmed 
near  Emden,  Logan  County,  111. ,  for  seven  j-ears, 
and  was  there  married,  in  1874,  to  Mary  Johnson,  a 
native  of  German^'.  Two  j-ears  later  he  removed  to 
Nebraska,  and  bought  land  to  the  amount  of  400 
acres,  all  under  cultivation,  and  well  improved  with 
buildings  of  all  kinds,  all  necessarj-  stock,  and  good 
fences  and  orchards.  He  takes  considerable  interest 
in  political  matters,  and  is  a  Republican  in  his  views. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  to  their  union  a  family  of  thi-ee  childi-en  have 
been  born:  Rammar  (married,  and  resides  in  Adams 
County),  Simon  (at  home),  and  Ettie  (who  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years). 

John  Van  Boening  is  a  lirother  of  the  above 
named  gentleman,  and,  like  him,  a  successful  tiller 
of  the  soil  and  a  prosperous  stock  raiser.      His  birth 
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:ils.>o,Tunv(l  iii  (icnniuiy  in  ]S4(I.  uii.l  there  he, 
like  ;ill  Oeniian  youths,  reeoived  an  exeelleiil  school- 
ing. In  18(56  he  settled  in  Tazewell  County,  111., 
ami  here  his  wife,  whom  he  had  married  just  prior 
to  leaving  Germany,  died  in  1868.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Faukel  (Kries)  Stikker,  and  by  JMr.  Van 
Hoeninjr  she  became  the  mother  of  one  child,  Frank, 
who  is  at  prcsiMit  residing  with  his  father.  Mr.  Van 
iioeuinii  wcihlcd  his  second  wife  in  1870,  she  being 
a  Miss  Hebrieg  Lolling,  a  daughter  of  H.  Lolling, 
of  Germany,  who  died  there  in  1876.  Her  mother, 
Auke  Lolling,  also  died  there  in  1849,  having  borne 
two  children:  Hebrieg,  and  Arbetta,  who  died  in  Ill- 
inois in  1877.  In  1876  Mrs.  Van  Boening  came  to 
the  United  States,  and  with  her  husband  emigrated 
to  Neliraska  in  March,  1866,  where  he  purcliased 
KiO  acres  of  some  of  the  best  land  in  Adams  County. 
From  1869  until  his  removal  here  he  had  resided  in 
Logan  County.  111.  His  labors  have  met  witli  well 
uicritcMl  results,  and  he  is  now  one  of  the  prosperous 
:iL;ricultniisls  of  this  county.  He  has  always  voted 
the  licimblican  ticket,  and  while  a  resident  of  Logan 
County.  111.,  held  the  position  of  scliuol  dii-cctor. 
lie  and  wife  arc  uicinbers  of  the  Geruiau  Presby- 
terian Church,  and  arc  the  parents  of  the  following 
named  children:  Swanetta,  Harm,  Elizabeth,  Simon, 
Katie,  Arbetta  and  Lena. 

Simon  Van  Boening  has  resided  on  his  prcscul 
farm  of  160  acres  in  Section  2:i-(;-(),  .Vdanis  ('.unity. 
.\eb..sin<'c    he    ni.-idc   the   iiurcliasc    in    ISSO.       His 
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it  is  conducted  speaks  highly  of  his  good  juc: 
and  alnlity  as  a  manager.  Born  in  G 
1857,  he  was  the  youngest  of  a  family  reared  by 
Simon  Van  Boening.  In  lS(i!t  he  eniignitcd  to  the 
United  States,  and  settled  near  Lincoln,  in  bugan 
County.  111.,  wlieic  he  remained  ten  years,  his  at- 
tention being  given  to  farming  and  stock  raising. 
In  lS7!t  he  c:nue  to  the  State  of  Nebraska,  settling 
in  Hanover  T<iwnslii|,.  and  for  two  years  nuidc  his 
home  with  his  I, i-.illicr  William,  after  which .  in  ISSl. 
he  bought  and  moved  to  his  own  property,  which  he 
has  since  been  actively  eng;igcd  in  cultivating.  His 
property  has  been  accumulated  by  his  own  personal 
hard  work,  close  application  and  good  management, 
and   he  has  transformed  it  from  a  vast  extent  of 


prairie  land  to  a  finely  tilled  farm.  This  he  deems 
one  of  the  fairest  of  farming  communities.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  supporter  of  schools, 
churches,  and  all  good  works  having  for  their  objci't 
the  upbuilding  and  de\i'lopnient  of  his  adoi)tcd 
home.  He  and  wife  -.wr  nieuibcrs  of  the  ({cruian 
Presbyterian  Church,  antl  he  was  its  lirst  tiusti'c. 
August  28,  1881,  Miss  Ida  Schmidt,  a  d.-uightci'  of 
H.  R.  Schmidt,  became  his  wife,  she  being  a  native 
of  Peoria  Connly,  111.,  born  July  I'l,  ISCd.  They 
have  foni'  iioys:  llinini,  Simon,  Cl:iss  and  (icorge. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Van  Itoening  are  highly  respected 
throughout  the  community. 

Jans  Van  Hove  is  a  prosperous  farmer  and  stock- 
man of  Adams  County,  NeVi.  .  and  Iroin  this  brief 
and  incomplete  view  of  his  life  record  it  will  lie  si'en 
that  his  daj's  from  his  earliest  \(iiith  up  have  not 
been  uselessly  or  idly  spent.  ,\  native  Herman,  he 
was  born  in  1827,  and  possess  all  the  characteristics 
of  his  race,  that  of  sterling  integrity,  industry  and 
frugality  being  among  the  number.  His  father, 
Tirde  Van  Hove,  was  a  sailor,  and  died  in  1860;  his 
witV.  CathaiiiKi  (>.  \'an  How,  passing  from  life  in 
her  native  land  in  1SS(.  .bans  Van  Hove  was  mar- 
ried in  his  native  land  in  1858  to  Miss  Anna  Binkale, 
by  whom  he  has  reared  the  following  family:  Tirde, 
Siemtje  (Mrs.  Boontjcr).  Catliarina,  Geentje  (Mrs. 
Dykhuisen),  Angenetc  l-Mc  and  Johan.  Upon  first 
coming  to  the  United  States  .\lr.  Van  Hove  settled 
in  Ogle  County,  111.  ,  in  ISiM,  and  after  making  that 
county  his  home  until  1S7S,  he  came  to  Nebraska 
and  purchased  1(1(1  ,-i,tcs  ,,f  I'aiboad  land  in  Hanover 
Township,  Adams  County,  ami  on  Ihis  has  since 
made  his  home.  ha\iug  impi'oxcd  it  to  a  vcr\  great 
extent.  His  iiropcrty  has  been  acijuircd  by  honest 
toil,  and  he  gi\cs  c\-ei'\-  pi-omi.si^  of  bccomiui;-  a 
wealthy  man,  if  li:ii-d  work  and  cntciprisc  can  accom- 
plish the  desired  ivsiills.  lie  is  a  deacon  in  the 
Reformed  Church,  and  on  the  uorthwcsl  conuu'  of 
Ills  properly  lias  been  erected  a  subslanlial  clinrch, 
in  which  he  and  his  family,  as  wi'll  as  their  ncii^di 
bors,  worship.  Mr.  Van  Hove  is  independent  in 
his  political  views. 

Frederick  C.  Van  \'egliten.  farmer,  stock  r.-iiser 
and  furniture  dealer.  The  life  of  this  well  known 
gentleman  affords  an  example  which   might  wi'll  lie 
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iinitateil  liy  the  youiiu-  men  <if  the  present  day. 
Upon  starting  out  in  life  for  himself  it  was  with 
little  means  and  as  a  farmer  in  Cook  County,  III., 
and  this  ocoupation  continued  to  reeeive  his  atten- 
tion there  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when  he  came  to 
Nel)raska  and  located  on  1(50  acres  in  Roseland 
Township,  Adams  County,  where  his  enterprises 
ha\e  resulted  successfully.  Besides  tilling  his  land 
he  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  raising  of 
stock,  especially  to  the  propagation  of  Hereford 
cattle,  and  is  also  engaged  in  dealing  in  furniture  at 
Holstein,  and  his  efforts  to  build  up  and  develop 
trade  at  this  point  have  l)een  very  successful.  He 
was  married  in  Kankakee  County,  111.,  to  Miss 
Jennie  M.  Storrs,  a  native  of  Essex  County,  N.  Y. , 
and  a  daughter  of  Hiram  and  Jane  (Ferris)  StoiTS, 
also  of  that  State,  and  well-to-do  agriculturists,  now 
residing  in  Kankakee  County,  111.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Xitn  Yeghten  have  a  son  and  daughter,  named  Carrie 
and  Fred.  Mr.  Van  Yeghten  is  a  meml)er  of  the 
Modern  Woodmen  of  America.  He  was  born  at 
Eagle  Bridge,  Rensselaer  County,  N.  Y. ,  on  Decem- 
ber 12,  1849,  and  is  a  sou  of  George  and  Florilla 
(Crofutt)  Van  Vechten,  who  were  born  in  New  York 
and  V^ermout,  respectivelj-.  The  father  moved  with 
his  family  to  May  wood.  111.,  in  1861,  but  is  now  re- 
siding in  Kankakee.  His  ancestors  were  among  the 
early  Dutch  settlers  of  New  Amsterdam.  His  wife 
belonged  to  an  old  Vermont  family  of  English  and 
Scotcli  extraction. 

Xapoh'on  B.  Vineyard,  police  judge  of  the  city 
of  Hastings.  Nel,..  was  born  in  St.  Clair  County, 
111..  February  10.  l.'-!35,  being  tlir  only  surviving 
member  of  a  family  of  seven  cliildrcn  born  to  George 
W.  and  Elizabeth  (llendershott)  \'ineyard,  who  were 
born  in  Fau(iuier  County,  Va.  .  in  ISIO,  and  Trum- 
bull County.  Ohio,  in  December.  1812.  and  died  at 
brbanoM.  .<t.  Clair  County.  111.,  in  ISl.').  :md  in 
Henry  County.  Iowa,  in  ISi;:..  respectively.  The 
father  was  a  i-ontractor  and  builder  by  occupation, 
and  liis  f:dher,  Holiert  Vineyard,  was  a  Virginian 
by  birth,  born  in  1780,  and  passed  from  life  In  St, 
Clair  County,  III.,  in  1840,  he  having  moved  to  this 
location  as  early  as  1818,  the  year  of  its  admission 
into  the  Cniou  as  a  State.  David  llendershott.  the 
niaterntd    grandfather,    was     lioru     in     Washington 


^  County.  Pa.,  in  1  TSil.  and  dei.artcd  his  life  In  Henry 
j  County.  Iowa,  in  18G4.  To  this  county  Napoleon 
B,  Vineyard  was  taken  by  his  parents  at  the  age  of 
nine,  and  here  he  remained  ten  years,  receiving  his 
education  in  the  common  schools.  He  then  took  up 
his  abode  in  Iowa  County,  and  as  he  was  alwaj's  a 
stanch  supporter  of  the  Republican  party  he  was 
elected  on  that  ticket  in  1856  to  the  office  of  count\ 
sheriff;  was  re-elected  in  1858,  his  term  expiring  on 
January  1,  1860,  October  1,  1863,  he  was  elected 
treasurer  of  Iowa  Countj-;  was  re-elected  in  1865, 
and  in  May,  1868,  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Republican  convention  at  Chicago.  From  1864  to 
1874  he  was  a  delegate  to  all  the  Iowa  State  Con- 
ventions, and  in  June  of  the  last  named  year  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  federal  government  as 
special  examiner  of  the  pension  bureau.  This  posi- 
tion he  resigned  in  1878,  and  in  the  following  Octo- 
ber came  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  and  engaged  in  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  business,  in  the  conduct  of 
which  he  was  quite  successful.  In  the  month  of 
April,  1889,  he  was  elected  police  judge  of  Hastings. 
His  career  has  been  characterized  by  a  noticeable 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  communities  In 
which  he  has  resided,  and  in  his  sphere  of  public  duty 
he  has  proven  himself  to  be  capable,  popular  and 
courteous.  While  a  resident  of  Iowa  he  became  a 
member  of  Marengo  Lodge  No.  114  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M. ,  in  1856,  and  is  now  a  member  of  Hastings 
Lodge  No.  50,  Chapter  No,  28,  Council  No,  21, 
Fiducia  Lodge  of  Perfection  No,  3.  He  is  a  Scot- 
tish Rite  Mason  of  the  32°,  and  although  he  is  onh' 
fifty -four  years  of  age,  he  is  probabl}-  the  oldest 
Mason  in  Adams  County.  He  is  also  a  charter 
member  of  Hastings-  Lodge  No.  28,  K.  of  P. 
Since  May,  1884,  he  has  been  the  Hastings  corre- 
spondent for  the  Chicago  Tribune.  November  1 , 
1858,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Ruth  Dillon,  who  was 
born  in  Knox  Count}',  Ohio,  November  10,  1839,  a 
daughter  of  Israel  and  Mary  Dillon.  They  have  six 
children:  Huber,  Aggie,  Amelia,  Zulah,  Julia  and 
Robert. 

Warren  H.  Waldron  is  a  Michigander  by  birth 
and  bringing  up,  and  has  inculcated  in  him  the  ster- 
ling principles  of  the  better  class  of  citizens  of  that 
State,      His  career  furnishes  a  striking  illustration 
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of  the  faet  tluit  no  matter  in  what  channel  a  mans 
career  may  lie,  a  good  education  is  of  undoubted 
benefit.  His  elementarj-  schooling  was  received  in 
his  native  county,  Washtenaw,  whei-e  he  was  born 
November  22,  1850,  but  he  also  received  the  advan- 
tages of  the  public  schools  of  Ann  Arbor  and  Ypsi- 
lanti.  Being  brought  up  to  the  calling  of  a  farmer 
by  his  father,  he  has  made  that  his  occupation 
through  life,  and  has  been  tilling  the  soil  in  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  since  1874.  His  farm  is  situated 
aliout  seven  miles  southwest  of  Hastings,  and  com- 
prises 400  acres  of  finely  improved  land,  well 
stocked,  Mr.  Waldron  giving  especial  attention  to 
the  propagation  of  Clydesdale  horaes,  Hereford  cattle 
and  Poland  China  hogs.  In  his  political  views  he 
was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  a  Prohibi- 
tionist. In  1884  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
county  board  of  supervisors,  serving  four  years, 
and  in  1889  was  again  elected  to  a  two  years'  term. 
He  was  married  in  1875  to  Miss  Eliza  Kenn}-,  who 
was  born  in  Washtenaw  County,  Mich. ,  January  80, 
1850,  and  by  her  has  two  children:  Clarence  R.  and 
Norris  W.  Mrs.  Waldron  is  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Adelia  (Queal)  Kennj',  who  were  born  in  Vermont 
and  Pennsjdvania,  in  1820  and  1827,  respectively, 
and  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Washtenaw 
County.  Mr.  Waldron  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
representative  men  of  the  county.  Mr.  Waldron's 
parents,  W^illiam  and  Martha  (Ayres)  Waldron.  were 
born  in  Seneca  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1814  and  ISl'.t. 
respectivelj',  and  are  now  residing  in  Jackson 
County,  Mich.  On  February  28,  1889,  they  cele- 
brated their  golden  wedding,  there  being  four  gen- 
erations represented.  Although  a  farmer  fonni'ily, 
he  is  now  retired  from  active  business  11  tV. 

M.  F.  Wallace,  since  his  residence  in  A<lanis 
County,  Neb. ,  has  figured  conspicuously  among  the 
successful  agriculturists  of  the  region,  and  has  won 
golden  opinions  for  himself  as  a  man  and  citizen. 
He  was  born  in  Brown  County,  Ohio,  near  George- 
town, about  forty  miles  north  of  Cincinnati,  in  1828, 
iH-iiiLi  thr  ililcst  (if  :i  t'amil}'  of  seven  children  born 
to  Niclii>liis  and  Sarah  (Gates)  Wallace,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  in  1S()5. 
He  was  a  tanner  by  trade,  and  at  an  early  day  re- 


moved to  Brown  C!ounty,  Ohio,  where  he  married, 
but  died  in  Marshall  County,  Ind.,  in  1875,  hi.s  wife 
dying  in  Nebraska  in  1887.  They  were  members  of 
the  Seventh  D^y  Advent  Church,  and  in  his  political 
views  he  was  a  Democrat.  His  union,  which  took 
place  in  1826,  resulted  in  the  birth  of  these  children: 
Martin  F.  (the  subject  of  this  memoir),  ^largaret  J. , 
Sarah,  Henry,  George,  James  and  Aiii;usta.  The 
maternal  grandparents,  Martin  and  Sarah  Gates, 
were  born  in  Virginia.  M.iitin  F.  Wallace  spent  his 
school  days  in  Ohio,  and  in  Is.Mi  went  with  his  par- 
ents to  Indiana,  where  he  started  out  in  life  for  him- 
self as  an  iron  forger,  then  turned  his  attention  to 
farming,  commencing  the  latter  occupation  in  18(Jl, 
continuing  in  Indiana  until  1873,  when  he  emigrated 
to  Nebraska,  and  entered  and  purchased  160  acres 
of  land  in  x\dams  County,  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  from  Hastings.  At  that  time  his  property 
was  wild  prairie  land,  lint  is  now  finely  impro\'ed 
with  good  buildings,  oichard,  etc  lie  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board  ol'  his  dislrict  ever  since 
he  has  been  in  the  Stale,  and  in  his  |)olitical  views 
is  a  Democrat.  He  was  married  in  Indiana,  in  1855, 
to  Miss  Julia  Bells,  a  daughter  of  John  Bells,  but 
she  died  in  1858  in  giving  bii-tli  to  a  son.  Tlionias. 
who  died  at  the  age  of  three  months.  N\'llii'.  the 
daughter  of  Henry  and  Isal)el  Gaddis,  l)ecanie  his 
wife  in  1860,  their  children  being  named  as  follows: 
Frank  (who  resides  in  Lincoln  County,  near  Wal- 
lace), Julia  (who  died  in  1875),  Etta  (Mrs.  Borley, 
residing  at  Hastings),  Wilbur  L.  (living  in  Box  Butte 
County),  (Charles  who  died  in  187.^).  Ed-iar  (living 
with  his  parents),  John,  Anna  Jlay  (who  dicil  in 
1879),  Julius  (at  home),  Beimie  (who  died  in  ISTl), 
and  Bessie  (who  died  in  1X70). 

L.  J.  Ware  is  ,,ne  ..f  the  prosperous  general  mer- 
chants of  Prosser.  Xeli,  .  and  by  his  sujierior  man- 
agement and  excellent  liiishiess  qnalitications  has 
become  well  known  .-is  a  li'adin-  business  man  of 
the  county.  Morn  in  \'ennont.in  ls.")l.  he  is  the 
sixth  of  eight  <'liildivn  born  to  Knoeli  and  Louisa 
(Atwood)  Ware,  tin'  hitler  of  whom  died  when  the 
subject  of  this  skel.li  was  .-i  small  child.  The  father 
was  a  farmer  of  \'eiiiiMnt,  and  made  his  home  in 
that  State  until  his  death,  l.eine  an  active  Republi- 
can   politically,    and    a    Tueiiiber    of    llie    Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church  at  the  time  of  his  death.  L.  J. 
Ware,  like  so  many  of  the  sulistaiitinl  citizens  of 
this  count}-,  was  initiated  into  ilic  iii\st(rics  of  farm 
life  in  his  youth,  but  up  to  the  :igv  ol>.iuiitcen  years 
he  was  also  an  attendant  of  the  common  schools, 
acquiring  thereby  a  fair  knowledge  of  the  common 
p]nglish  branches.  He  then  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  as  a  coachman,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year 
discontinued  this  occupation,  :uid  in  1871  removed 
to  Montgomery  County,  111.,  where  he  purchased 
120  acres  of  wild  land,  which  he  greatly  improved, 
and  on  which  he  resided  until  18S5,  then  sold  out 
and  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Hastings,  where 
he  clerked  for  one  year  for  A.  J.  Nowlan.  He  next 
located  in  Hansen,  where  he  opened  a  general  mer- 
cantile establishment,  and  was  thus  engaged  in  busi- 
ness alone  for  one  year,  then  formed  a  partnership 
with  E.  Hemenover,  and  the  firm  took  the  name  of 
Ware  &  Hemenover.  After  another  year  spent  in 
this  manner  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  eaine  to 
the  then  new  town  of  Prosser,  where  he  opened  the 
first  general  mercantile  house,  also  purchasing  a 
number  of  lots  and  erecting  a  store  Iniilding  and 
residence.  He  has  done  exceptionally  well  and 
commands  a  large  trade  in  the  surnniniliiiu  coinitry. 
He  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss  Adelaide  Ma.k,  a 
native  of  New  Hampshire, and  l)y  her  has  one  child, 
Lena  M.  He  and  wife  are  active  members  of  the 
Methodist  Blpiscopal  Church,  and  are  also  stanch 
supporters  of  the  cause  of  temperance,  Mrs.  Ware 
being  a  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. ,  of  which  organ- 
ization she  was  the  first  president  in  Adams  County, 
Neb. 

Jacob  S.  Way,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Hast- 
insis.  Nib.  In  Pennsylvania,  in  1842,  there  was 
born  to  .lolni  F.  and  Mary  A.  (Masters)  Waj-,  a  son, 
who  is  now  taken  as  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  received  his  education  in  Ohio,  and  in  1863 
started  out  for  himself  as  an  agi'iculturist.  The 
same  year  he  emigrated  to  Macon  County,  111.,  re- 
maining there  one  year,  and  then  moved  to  Iowa, 
settled  in  Van  Buren  Countj',and  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Rachel  Logsdon,  the  daughter  of  Lawrence 
and  Naomi  (Shaffer)  Logsdon,  natives  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  respectively,  and  both  of  German 
descent.      Mr.  Logsdon  died  in  1860.      In  1872  Mr. 


Way  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  took  up  eighty 
acres  of  land,  and  to  this  he  added  until  he  had  300 
acres;  he  now  has  160  acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to 
he  found  in  the  county.  He  is  also  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  stock  raising.  He  is  honest  and  up 
right,  and  by  his  enterprise  and  industry  has  been 
quite  successful.  He  has  .seen  the  complete  growl  li 
and  development  of  the  country,  and  has  liccii  ini 
tiring  in  his  efforts  to  further  all  enterprises  for  tlic 
advaiiccnicnt  of  the  same.  He  and  wife  are  mi'ni- 
bers  and  <'arncsl  workers  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  stewanl  and  trustee  of  the  same. 
He  has  a  church  on  his  land  which  was  erected  in 
1884,  and  of  which  he  is  class  leader.  To  his  mar- 
riage have  luH'U  born  these  six  cliilibiMi:  .Tolni  L. 
and  William  (twins,  the  latter  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Crane),  (leorge  W,,  Mary  N.,  Eva  L. ,  Charles,  Ida 
B.  and  Harvey.  As  before  stated  Mr.  Wa}'  is  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  and  in  1889  he  sold  Kio 
acres,  ami  has  located  liis  three  sons  in  Perkins 
County,  on  Kill  acres  each.  Thus  it  may  be  seen 
what  ilr.  Way  has  been  doing  since  a  resident  of 
Adams  County.  He  also  has  money  invested  in 
property  in  Hastings.  In  his  political  views  he 
affiliates  with  the  Farmers'  AUianee.  and  xotcs  for 
principle  rather  than  party.  lie  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternitj-,  Hastings  Lodge  No.  '>().  and  is 
a  member  of  Hastings  Chapter  No.  21.  lie  is  a 
member  of  Hastings  Lodge  No.  43,  A.  ().  l'.  W. 
In  1887  he  held  the  office  of  supeivisoi-  in  .\yr 
Township.  He  has  been  a  memlier  of  the  school 
board,  and  has  held  the  office  of  treasurer  for  some 
time,  and  now  holds  the  office  of  director.  His  par- 
ents, John  F.  and  Mary  A.  (Masters)  Way,  were 
natives  of  Germanj-  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively. 
The  father  was  born  in  Wurtemberg,  in  1816,  and 
remained  in  his  native  country  until  seventeen  years 
of  age,  when  he  emigrated  to  this  country.  He  was 
a  lilacksmith  by  trade  and  was  married  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, in  March,  1837,  to  Miss  Masters,  who  was  of 
German  origin.  The  mother  died  about  1851 ,  in 
Ohio,  w^hither  they  had  moved  that  year,  and  the 
following  year  the  father  married  Mrs.  Caroline 
Huftill,  who  died  in  1878.  His  third  marriage 
occurred  in  1879.  He  is  still  living  and  is  seventy 
four  years  of  age.      To  his  first  marriage  were  born 
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three  childreu;  John  H.  (living  in  Nebraska),  Eliza- 
beth (deceased)  and  Jacoli  S. ;  and  to  his  second 
marriage  also  tlnve  cliilihvn:  (Ivorge,  Marj^  and 
Elizabeth. 

Kdwin  ('.  \\'flistc-r.  trcasnrcr  of  the  Nebraska 
]joan  and  Trust  ('cinii);uiy.  and  one  of  the  leading 
Freemasons  of  Xcliraska.  was  l)orn  at  Phelps,  On- 
tario County,  N.  Y..  on  Ai)ril  2G,  1850.  His  father, 
Isaac  Catlin  Webster,  was  born  in  Litchfield,  Conn., 
in  l.SdS.  and  died  near  I'hclps.  X.  V. ,  in  1858.  He 
was  the  sou  of  James  Webster,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
who  died  at  the  age  of  eiglity-six  years.  The  Web- 
ster fauiily  trace  their  ancestors  back  to  (t(jv.  John 
Webster,  who  was  liorn  in  England,  emigrated  to 
Auii'iica  in  1  Soli,  and  was  the  fifth  governor  of  the 
t'onuecticul  colony.  The  mother  of  Edwin  C.  Web- 
ster. Ariueuia  Burtis,  was  born  in  New  Yorlv  City  in 
1815.  and  died  at  Hastings,  Neb.,  in  1889.  Her 
father.  Arthur  Burtis,  was  born  in  the  city  of  New 
York,  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Tammany  or- 
ganization, and  was  for  some  time  a  member  of  the 
lioaid  of  aldciincn.  and  well  known  as  superintend- 
ent ol  public  ciiaiitalilc  institutions,  several  of  which 
he  was  instrumental  in  fountling.  His  death  occurred 
in  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  in  1835.  Edwin  C.  Webster  is 
the  youngest  son  of  seven  children,  four  of  whom 
arc  now  lixing.  He  was  reared  ,<n  tlic  farm,  at- 
tended the  public  schools,  and  siibsciiuently  entered 
the  I'helps  high  school.  In  18(i!l  he  began  clerking 
in  the  dry  goods  store  of  T.  J.  Lyman,  at  Phelps, 
N.  v..  where  he  coutinnod  for  three  years,  and  then 
entered  tlic  cniiiloy  <ir  the  Ohio  iV;  ^lississippi  Rail- 
road at  Cinciuuati.  in  tile  freight  department.  There 
he  continued  until  the  spring  of  IST-l,  when  he  came 
to  Kansas  City,  and  for  some  time  was  station  agent 
in  the  employ  of  the  Missoui'i  Pacific  Railroad,  at 
Belton.  Later  he  was  employed  as  bookkeeper  for 
the  Kansas  Citj'  llaih'oad  Transfer  Compan}-.  In 
.\l)ril.  1875,  he  went  to  Des  Jloines,  Iowa,  entered 
the  cmi)loy  of  the  Iowa  Loan  and  Trust  Company, 
beginning  at  the  bottom,  and  at  the  time  of  his  res- 
ignation was  assistant  secretary.  In  January.  1881 , 
he  came  to  Hastings,  Neb.,  ami  became  a  member 
(}f  the  firm  of  James  B.  Heartwell  &  Co.  In  May, 
1882,  he  became  the  treasurer  of  the  Nebraska  Loan 
and  Trust  Company,   which  position   he  has   since 


filled.  He  was  made  a  IMason  in  Hastings  Lodge 
No.  50;  in  April,  and  dubbed  a  Knight  Templar  in 
the  Asylum  of  Mt.  Nebo  Commandery  No.  11,  in 
December,  1882;  took  the  fourteenth  degree,  A.  & 
A.  S.  Rite,  in  this  city,  in  Fiducia  Lodge  of  Perfec- 
tion No.  3,  March  24,  ISS-t;  the  thirty-second  de- 
gree from  Inspector  General  Kobert  C.  Jordan,  Oc- 
tober IG,  188-1,  and  December  15,  1888,  he  received 
the  thirty-third  degree  at  Omaha,  in  the  southern 
jurisdiction,  U.  S.  A. ,  from  Albert  Pike,  He  is 
the  only  thirty-third  degree  Mason  in  Hastings.  He 
was  Master  of  Hastings  Lodge  in  188G,  and  in  1887 
he  was  High  Priest  of  Hastings  Chapter  No.  21,  R. 
A.  M. ,  also  the  first  Master  of  Hastings  Council  No. 
3 ,  R.  &  S.  M. ,  and  one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  the 
erection  of  the  Masonic  Temi)le  in  1886,  and  in 
1889  Generalissimo  of  .Mt.  Xclio  Commandery  No. 
11,  K.  T.  He  was  united  in  marriage  at  Galveston, 
Texas,  on  October  11 ,  1875,  to  Miss  P.osa  E.  Smith. 
a  native  of  Charleston,  S.  C, ,  born  ou  Dcccniln  r  14. 
1853,  and  the  daughter  of  Benjamiu  V.  and  Julia 
A.  (Jaudou)  Sniitli.  >Ir.  Smith  was  a  merchant  and 
contractor,  and  died  at  Galveston,  Texas,  in  188(j. 
His  wife  was  born  in  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  and  n(jw  re- 
sides at  Austin,  Texas.  Mrs.  Webster  is  a  niece  of 
Judge  Cole,  one  of  the  founders  and  leading  men  of 
Galveston,  Texas.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wel)ster  have 
been  born  four  children:  Ivlna  L.  .  Louis  S.  ,  James 
F.  and  Cornelius  C.  iMr.  Wel>ster  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Hastings. 
George  T.  ^\■heat.  ftirmer  and  stockman,  Hol- 
stcin,  Xcli.  Xowhcre  iu  Logan  Township  is  there 
to  be  found  a  man  of  nnirc  energy  or  determined 
will  or  lonv  of  character  than  .Mr,  Wheat  p,,sse,sscs, 
and  no  a-ncnhnnilist  is  dcs.aving  of  greater  su.-ccss 
in  the  c.nduct  and  management  of  a  fann  than 
he.      His  birth  occurred  in  Tioga  County.  X    V. .  on 

July  27,  1843,  and  he  grew  to  manh 1  iu  Illinois. 

whither  his  parents  had  moved  in  1S,")(;,  and  there 
remained  until  nineteen  years  ol  age  In  August, 
18(i2,  he  enlisted  in  the  Sc\<'nly4ourlli  Illinois  In- 
fantry. an<1  served  until  discharged  in  June,  1SG5; 
during  that  time  partici|iating  in  the  following  en- 
gagements; Perryville,  Stone  liiver.  Cliicliamauga. 
Missionary  Ridge,  Kenesaw  >Iountain,  where  he 
was  shot  through  the  left  breast  and  disabled  from 
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further  duty.  After  beino;  discharged  he  returned 
to  Illinois  :uiil  tlie  following  year  engaged  in  culti- 
valing  the  soil.  Later  he  settled  on  a  farm  in  Win- 
nebago County  and  continued  his  former  pursuit 
until  1871 ,  when  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  arriving  in 
that  State  in  May  of  that  year.  He  located  first  in 
Webster  County,  and,  after  a  residence  there  of 
four  years,  removed  to  his  present  residence  in  1875. 
lie  has  160  acres  of  land,  all  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  has  good  buildings,  a  good  bearing 
orchard  and  is  a  prosperous  and  enterprising  citizen. 
He  was  married  in  Adams  County  on  March  28, 
1S75,  to  -Aliss  'Sh.ny  Shellhamer,  a  native  of  Wis- 
consin, and  the  daughter  of  E.  C.  Shellhamer.  To 
this  union  have  lioen  born  two  children:  Charles  and 
Alice.  Mr.  Wheat  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , 
and  is  a  member  of  the  relief  corps,  same  organi- 
zation. He  has  ever  been  a  Republican  in  his  polite 
ieal  views,  and  was  elected  district  treasurer  in  1875, 
which  position  he  has  held  ever  since,  with  the  ex- 
ce|)tion  of  two  years.  His  parents,  James  and 
iMiiiiiHiir  (Hall)  Wheat,  were  natives  of  New  York 
Slate,  and  he  was  a  carpenter  and  contractor  by 
trade.  He  moved  to  Illinois  in  1856,  located  in 
Winnebago  County,  and  there  he  still  resides  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil. 

.Jolni  Wiute  (deceased)  was  a  prosperous  farmer 
and  stockman  of  Hanover  Township,  Adams  County, 
.\rb  .  and  was  born  in  the  ■■  Emerald  Isle  "  in  1817, 
in  wliich  <-onntry  his  parents  lived  and  died.  His 
father,  .\rthiir  \\'hitc.  and  wife  reared  a  family  of 
se\eii  rhililicn.  of  whom  John  was  the  eldest,  and 
all  are  ii,)w  living  in  the  United  States,  located  at 
i'hiladclpliia.  After  coming  to  the  United  States 
•John  While  also  resided  in  that  city  for  many  years 
and  was  married  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Eliza 
.MrCully,  a  daughter  of  John  McCuUy,  of  Ireland. 
To  their  union  a  family  of  seven  children  were  born 
and  all  were  reared  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
their  names  lieing,  Wesley  M. ,  Martha  (who  died  in 
1880).  Margaret  (who  died  in  Pennsylvania,  in 
ISC!)),  John,  James,  Joseph  and  Lizzie  (now  Mrs. 
Coltrin).  In  1872  Mr.  White  removed  to  Nebraska, 
and  took  up  a  homestea<l  of  eighty-  acres  in  Han- 
over Township,  also  pre-empting  eighty  acres  more, 
but  here  his  career  was  closed  forever,  his  death  occur- 


ring in  1887.  He  was  a  man  whom  all  delighted  to 
honor,  for  he  was  the  soul  of  honesty,  was  energetic, 
enterprising  and  public  spirited,  furthering  all  worthy 
pulilic  enterprises  to  the  best  of  his  ability.  He 
and  his  wife  were  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  upon  his  death  his  third  son, 
James,  took  the  homestead  in  charge,  and  has  since 
farmed  it  on  shares.  The  eldest  son,  Wesley  M. , 
spent  his  younger  days  in  Pennsylvania,  there  also 
receiving  his  education,  but  upon  his  father's  re- 
moval to  Nebraska  he  came  also  and  homesteaded 
160  acres  on  the  same  section  as  his  father.  Here 
he  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss  Amanda  F.  Abrams, 
a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Amanda  (Rowe)  Abrams, 
the  former  of  whom  was  a  Pennsylvanian.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  White  have  one  child  named  Roy  A.  After 
lireaking  up  a  portion  of  his  land  Mr.  White  suc- 
ceeded in  obtaining  a  sclujol  and  taught  the  "j'oung 
idea"  in  the  first  school  house  built  in  Adams 
County.  He  also  can'ied  on  farming,  but  later  be- 
came an  employe  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  Company,  acting  as  conductor  on 
that  line  for  about  six  years.  He  was  conductor  of 
the  first  train  that  ran  into  York  and  Blue  Hill, 
building  the  road  to  the  former  place,  but  in  1879, 
gave  up  railroading  and  returned  to  farm  life.  His 
brother,  John  H. ,  resides  at  Hastings,  and  was  mar- 
ried to  Ada  Snodgrass,  bj-  whom  he  has  four  chil- 
dren. Joseph  B. ,  another  brother,  is  baggage  mas- 
ter on  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad.  Wesley  White 
served  in  the  Union  armj'  the  last  two  years  of  the 
Rebellion,  in  Company-  D,  Fort3--seventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Infantry,  Second  Brigade,  First  Division,  Nine- 
teenth Army  Corps,  and  took  part  in  a  number  of 
hotly  contested  engagements,  among  which  may  be 
mentioned  Berry ville,  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  and 
numerous  others.  In  January,  1866,  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Charleston,  S.  C.  He  is  a  charter  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  Lodge  of  Hastings,  No.  50,  and 
is  one  of  the  successful  and  intelligent  residents  of 
the  county. 

S.  B.  Whitman,  farmer  and  stockman,  Hastings, 
Neb.  Among  the  worthy  citizens  of  Adams  County 
whose  merits  are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  represen- 
tation in  the  present  work,  is  Mr.  S.  B.  Whitman, 
the  subject  of  this   brief   notice.      His    connection 
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with  the  interests  of  Adams  County  have  contributed 
verj-  materiallj'  toward  giving  him  an  extensive 
acquaintance,  while  his  accommodating  and  agree- 
able manners  have  rpiidered  him  none  the  less  popu- 
hir.  He  is  a  nati\c  cif  the  Old  Dominion,  his  birth 
occurring  in  ls;',7.  and  is  the  third  in  a  family  of 
children  Ixirn  to  the  luiion  of  I>avid  and  Rebecca 
(Freeman)  Whitman,  the  father  a  siieeessful  farmer 
by  occupation.  The  latter  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, in  1796,  and  died  in  Vermont,  in  1874.  His 
wife  died  in  July.  1887.  Their  children  were  named 
as  follows:  Freeman,  John,  Monroe,  S.  B. ,  Levi, 
Hattie,  Nelson  and  Lucy.  S.  B.  Whitman  was 
reared  in  the  Green  Mountain  State,  Orange  County, 
and  in  1861  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Second  Regi- 
ment Berdon's  Sharp-siiooters,  and  was  in  the  battle 
of  (iainesville,  two  days  at  Bull  Run,  South  Moun- 
tain, in  a  skirmish  at  Fredericksburg,  Antietam, 
where  he  received  a  gun-shot  wound  in  the  right 
arm,  and  then  went  to  Fairfax,  Va.,  where  he  was 
confined  in  a  hospital.  His  wound  proved  to  be 
very  serious,  and  he  was  discharged  in  1862,  on 
account  of  disability.  He  settled  in  Vermont,  and 
in  1863  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Elvira  Wood, 
a  native  of  Vermont,  and  the  daughter  of  John 
Wood,  also  a  native  of  that  State,  who  died  when 
his  daughter  was  quite  yoinig.  To  Mr.  and  .Mrs. 
Whitman  were  born  five  children,  three  now  li\  ing: 
Mal)el  (now  Mrs.  Olinger,  who  resides  in  Blaine 
Township,  Adams  County,  Neb.),  Charley  (at  home) 
and  Maud  (at  home).  Mrs.  Whitman  is  a  member 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  .Mr.  Whitman  emi- 
grated from  Vermont  to  Wisconsin  in  ISdti,  settled 
in  Fond  du  Lac  (Jounty,  and  there  remained  for 
eleven  years.  He  tlien  came  to  Nebraska,  settled 
where  he  now  lives,  ami  is  the  owner  of  lllo  acres  of 
good  land,  all  under  cultixal ion,  lie  has  lieen  road 
supervisor  of  the  townsliiii.  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  six  years,  and  holds  that  posi- 
tion at  the  present,  and  is  interested  in  all  that  per- 
tains to  the  good  of  the  county.  He  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics,  and  is  a  meml)er  of  Silas  A.  Strick- 
land Post  No.  13,  G.  A.  R. 

A.  L.  Wigton,  secretary  of  the  Union  Life  In- 
surance Company  of  Hastings,  Neb.,  has  been  a 
resident  of   Adams  County  for  the  past  seventeen 


years.  He  was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio, 
Januarj"  19,  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Z.  P.  and  Mar- 
garet (Harrison)  Wigton,  who  were  born  in  Brad- 
ford County,  Pa. ,  and  New  Jersey,  ^Mai-ch  12,  1816, 
and  August  17,  1815,  and  died  at  .Malroui.  Iowa, 
and  Ponca,  Neb.,  June  9,  1870,  and  April  1,  1889, 
respectively.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  William 
Wigton,  a  native  of  New  England,  who  died  in 
Delaware  County.  Ohio,  in  18(16.  at  the  age  of 
seventy-eight  years,  .\,  L.  Wigt.m  received  educa- 
tional a.lvantages  beyond  that  of  the  average  boy, 
and  being  a  lover  of  books  from  his  earliest  ^outh, 
he  made  fair  progress  in  his  studies  while  pursuing 
an  academic  course  at  Central  College.  Ohio.  .Vfter 
leaving  school  he  began  leaching,  and  was  disi-harg- 
ing  these  duties  wlien  the  wai-  cloud,  which  had  so 
long  been  hovering  o\<'r  the  country,  at  last  burst; 
but  he  was  not  enrolled  in  the  service  until  1863. 
his  previous  application  in  ISlli'  iK'ing  ii-jected  on 
account  of  severe  sickness  which  he  had  passed 
through,  and  from  wiiii-h  he  li:id  not  lliorouulily  re- 
covered, lie  joined  Company  (1.  Kiglily eighth 
Ohio  Volunteer  infantry,  and  at  the  end  oC  thirteen 
months  he  was  honorably  discliaigcd  Cor  ilisaliility. 
In  March,  1865,  he  rein>.ve(|  IVom  his  nati\c  State 
to  Iowa  and  took  up  his  ahode  .at  .M.-deom.  the  occu- 
pation of  farming  recei\  Iiil;  his  attention  for  about 
five  j-ears.  after  which  he.  in  .\ngust,  1871,  engaged 
in  the  newspaper   business,  pinvhasing   the   :\Ialc(.>m 

Gazette,  and  six  nliis  lal.T  I  he  l!io,,kl.\  n  doiirnal, 

suecesstidly  c Iii.'ling  l...lii  unlil  .Maivli.  IS7:;.     \i 

buihlingan.l  established  the  lla.stings  .buinial,  and 
with  the  e.xcepti.in  nf  a  slioit  iiilcrrnption  has  hccn 
in  tlie  newspaper  luisiiicss  here  ever  since.  Iieino  at, 
present  propri<'toi-  oT  the  Hastings  I  ndcpiaidcnt  In 
1885  heassisteil  in  organi/.ing  the  Cnion  bite  Insur- 
ance Company,  and  has  since  acted  as  its  secretary. 
He  has  alwa>s  lieen  a  stanch  Reimlilican.  and  his 
first  iiresidential  xote  was  cast  for  .\liraliam  Lincoln 
for  his  second  term.  In  1874  he  was  elc,-t<'d  police 
judge  and  justice  of  the  peace  of  Hastings,  and  also 
successfullj'  filled  the  position  of  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  of  Adams  County  for  two  terms. 
In  1879  and  1880  he  served  a  term  in  the  State 
Senate,  representing  the  counties  of  Adams,  Web- 
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ster,  Nuckolls  and  Thayer  in  this  body.  He  belongs 
to  the  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  the  (r.  A.  R..  and  is  an  earnest 
member  of  the  Pi-esljyterian  Church,  and  was  one  of 
the  leading  spirits  in  the  establishment  of  the  Col- 
lege at  Hastings,  and  is  now  vice-president  of  the 
board  of  trustees.  On  December  5,  1866,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Hunt,  a  daughter  of  Rev. 
John  and  Sophia  (Bingham)  Hunt.  Mrs.  Wigton 
was  born  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  October  29, 
1847,  and  she  and  Mr.  Wigton  are  the  parents  of 
three  children:  William  H.,  Clara  L.  and  Harrison  A. 
Dr.  Josepbus  Williams,  physician,  Kenesaw,  Neb. 
Among  the  younger  members  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession in  Adams  County  is  he  whose  name  heads 
this  sketch,  and  who  is  nircndy  well  established  as  a 
physician  of  merit  and  true  worth,  and  regarded 
with  favor  by  those  older  iu  years  and  experience. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  on  May 
12,  1847,  and  he  is  the  son  of  George  and  Martha 
(Bear)  Williams,  natives  respectively  of  Penns^i- 
vania  and  Tennessee.  When  Dr.  W^illiams  was  but 
six  years  of  age  he  moved  with  his  parents  to  Iowa, 
Tama  County,  and  they  were  among  the  first  settlers 
there.  In  1884  the.y  moved  to  Cherry  County, 
Neb. ,  and  there  they  now  reside.  They  thus  be- 
came pioneers  of  two  States.  Dr.  Josephus  Wil- 
liams recci\ed  the  advantages  for  an  education  fur- 
nisheil  by  the  early  district  schools,  and  as  his  father 
was  a  farmer  and  miller  l)y  occupation,  he  was 
taught  this  trade.  Choosing  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine as  a  profession,  he  began  to  study  under  the 
instruction  of  his  brother.  Dr.  David  Williams.  In 
187!>  he  came  to  Kenesaw,  Neb.,  and  began  prac- 
ticing, continuing  tlio  same  until  1882,  when  he 
entered  the  ()m;ih:i  Mi<lii;d  College,  from  which  in- 
stitution he  graduated  in  1  ss;^.  The  Doctor  is  one  of 
KcncsMw's  iiionccrs.  At  the  time  that  he  first  lo- 
cnlrd  hiTc.  tht-  town  cousi^ttxl  <<(  Univ  small  houses, 
and  he  has  therefore  been  an  eye  witness  of  its  sub- 
sequent growth  and  prosperit}.  In  1808  he  mar- 
ried iMiss  Malcenia  Conger,  a  nati;^'  of  Bureau 
County.  111.,  and  a  daughter  of  .1.  I!.  Conger,  one 
of  the  early  settlers  there.  To  Dr.  and  .Mrs.  Wil- 
liams have  been  born  two  children:  Sarah  E.  (now 
Mrs.  Dr.  P.  C.  Brosius,  of  Kenesaw),  and  George 
Vj.     Sirs.  Williams  is  a  memlier  of  the  Methodist 


Episcopal  Church,  and  is  active  in  the  women's 
work.  Dr.  Williams  is  a  member  of  the  Adams 
County  Medical  Association,  and  in  188(1  served  as 
coroner  of  Adams  County.  In  18G4,  when  but  six 
teen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Forty- 
seventh  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteers,  and  was  sta- 
tioned at  Helena,  Ark.  At  the  expiration  of  his 
term  of  enlistment  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Davenport.  He  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  (_i. 
A.  R. ,  and  is  not  only  |)roniinent  in  his  profession 
but  is  a  man  who.  Iiy  ins  genial  and  pleasing  man- 
ners, has  won  his  way  into  the  hearts  of  the  people. 
C.  C.  Wilson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Hastings, 
Neb,  Highland  Township  is  acknowledged  liy  all 
to  I)e  one  of  the  best  agricultural  townships  in  this 
county,  and  as  such  its  citizens  are  men  of  advanced 
ideas  and  considerable  prominence.  A  worthy  man 
among  this  class  "is  found  in  the  person  of  C.  C. 
Wilson,  who  moved  to  Adams  County,  Neljraska.  in 
1884,  locating  on  a  partly  improved  farm  of  1(10 
acres,  on  which  he  has  made  many  and  vast  im- 
provements since  that  time.  He  was  born  in  Litch- 
field, Conn.,  in  1833,  was  the  youngest  in  a  family 
of  three  children  lioru  to  Darius  and  Clarissa  (Treak- 
way)  Wilson,  natixcs  respectively  of  New  York  and 
Connecticut.  The  parents  were  married  in  the  last 
named  State,  and  there  the  father  carried  on  the 
blacksmith  trade  until  I860,  when  he  moved  to 
Ottawa,  111.,  and  there  received  his  final  summons 
in  1880.  His  wife  died  one  year  later.  Their  chil 
dren  were  named  as  follows:  Caroline  (now  Mis. 
Wiliam  A.  Jones,  of  Highland  Townsliip,  Adams 
County,  Nell.),  Charles  (enlisted  at  Ottawa.  111.,  in 
Waterhouse's  Battery,  in  1862,  was  taken  sick  and 
died  the  following  year).  C.  C.  Wilson  secured  a 
fair  education  in  the  schools  of  Connecticut  and 
worked  in  the  factories  of  that  State  (iron  foundry  ) 
until  1S56,  when  he  moved  to  Knox  County.  III. 
There  he  followed  farming  and  there,  in  18()5.  he 
married  Miss  JIary  A.  Preston,  a  nati\e  of  New 
Jersey,  and  the  daughter  of  Thompson  and  .Mr.s. 
Preston,  natives  of  New  Jersey,  who  moved  to  Illi- 
nois and  settled  on  a  farm  at  an  early  day.  There 
they  remained  the  balance  of  their  days.  After  his 
marriage,  Mr.  Wilson  followed  farming,  and  in 
1884    moved    to    Adams    County.    Neb.,  where    he 
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purchased  land,  erected  buildings,  set  out  orchards, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  progressive  men  of  the 
iduuty.  He  is  also  interested  in  stock  raising  and 
has  a  high  grade  of  Sliort-horn  cattle.  He  is  not 
:iitivc  in,  politics,  liiit  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  i\[r.  Wilson  lost  his  excellent  wife  in  Illi- 
nois ill  1S74.  8ho  was  a  nicmlicT  of  the  I'lvsliy- 
tcrian  Chuicli.  To  tlicir  union  wciv  I,,mii  tour  chil- 
dren:   Frank,  Arthur,  Cora  and  Chaiics. 

Cliarles  W.  Wilson,  recordcL-  of  deeds,  Hastings, 
Xeb.  Prominent  among  the  eoniparatively  young 
men  of  Adams  County,  whose  careers  thus  far  have 
lieen  both  honorable  and  successful,  is  the  subject 
o1  this  sk<'tch.  He  was  born  in  Saratoga  County, 
X  V  .  Xo\endier  4,  1840,  and  i.s  the  son  of  George 
\V.  and  .\nn  (Dragoo)  Wilson,  the  former  l)orn  in 
.Massachusetts  about  1820.  and  died  in  Wi.seonsin 
in  isr)(;,  and  the  latter  born  in  Xew  York  aliout  1S24. 
and  died  in  Wisconsin  the  same  y<':ir  as  Ikm- luisl)and. 
'I'hey  removed  to  Wisconsin  in  Isic.  and  here  the 
I'atlier    followed     the  occupation    <>(   :i    linnlierinan. 

of  his  lathrrs  el,il(h-en.  lb'  eanie  W.'st  will:  his 
parents  in  1840,  settUnl  in  Wisconsin,  and  there  re- 
ceived a  good  common  school  eilncaliou  In  August, 
isci.he  enlisted  in  Company  .\.  lOi^iitli  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  served  through  tlie  entire  war.  [larticiiia- 
ting  ill  tile  liattle  of  Shiloh.  wlieiv  after  li.-hting  .-ill 
day  on  that  memorable  Siuiday,  A|)ril  (i.  1S02, 
alioiit  G  o'clock  he  was  taken  prisoner  with  Gen. 
i'restiss'  whole  division.  He  was  kept  a  prisoner 
nine  moiitlis:  part  of  the  time  under  WWz.  of  An- 
dersonvill.'  notoriety.  lie  was  e.x.-luni.ucd  al  llich- 
inond,  made  a  sliort  \isit  lioiiie.  and  joined  (Jrant's 
army  in  time  to  particiiiate  in  all  those  battles  which 
resulted  in  the  caiitiire  of  Vicksliiiru'.  Was  in  the 
hatlle  of  -Meiii[iliis.  and  Slianisli  {•'ort.  where  Coin- 
|)uny  A.  of  which  he  was  a  meniher.  was  s[)ecialiy 
detailed  to  lead  the  charge,  which,  after  desperate 
fighting,  resulted  in  the  capture  of  that  place.  He 
was  an  active  soldier  in  his  regiment  to  the  end  of 
the  Keliellion.  participating  in  all  its  battles,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  on  :\Iay  H.  at  Selma, 
Ala.  .  having  been  a  gallant  and  faithful  soldier  four 
years  and  nine  months  On  ,<e|)tember  16,  186G, 
he     was   married  to   .Miss   .Marv   C.    Benshoof.   wlio 


was  born  at  Johnstown,  Pa.,  in  1846.  The  fruits 
of  this  union  have  been  two  children:  C.  William 
and  George  E.  After  the  war  he  located  in  Jackson 
County,  Wis.,  and  for  three  years  was  engaged  in 
the  stone  constructing  business,  selling  out  at  that 
time.  In  1869  he  moved  to  Hardin  County.  Iowa, 
settled  on  a  farm  and  there  remained  until  the  fall 
of  1871,  when  he  came  to  Adams  County.  Xeb. 
He  located  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  IS. 
Township  ■>.  iiange  10,  entered  a  homestead  and 
there  resided  until  his  removal  to  Hastings,  in  De- 
cember, ISS'J.  When  he  first  settled  in  Zero  Town- 
ship, there  were  but  three  families  living  there.  He 
is  at  present  the  owner  of  half  a  section.  In  poli- 
tics he  is  an  active  Kepublican.  He  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  politics  of  the  country; 
has  been  an  active  nieinber  in  county  and  State  con- 
\entions  since  the  organization  of  the  party,  cast- 
ing his  first  v.te  b.r  .\hrahaiii  Lincoln.  In  1880  he 
was  elected  reconler  of  Adams  C.)Ulity.  The  iioiiii- 
natioii  of  .Mr.  Wilson  lor  his  present  posiii,.n  was 
brought  about  \>\  \\\r  i-ouiitry  wishing  to  be  repre- 
sented, and  he  w:is  dioseii  as  against  any  one  from 
the  city  of  Hastings  .Mr.  AVilson  is  a  member  of 
the  (i.  A  !!.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  Adams 
County  for  iiioiv  than  eighteen  years ,  and  is  one  of 

its  most  respect<-(l  i-iti/,elis. 

John  Winter  is  a  iiuin  whom  nature  seems  to 
have  especially  ilesigncil  to  be  a  planter,  for  he  has 
been  very  successful  in  the  pursuit  of  this  calling, 
and  is  now  the  owner  of  (i40  acres  of  land,  nearly 
all  of  which  is  under  cultivation,  the  home  place 
consisting  of  320  a<res.  This  property  has  been 
accjuired  through  ins  desiie  to  keep  out  of  the  beaten 
path  and  to  his  adoption  of  new  and  improved 
methods,  together  with  industry,  good  judgment  and 
economy.  He  was  born  in  Germany,  September  7, 
1850,  but  being  of  .-in  adventurous  and  enterprising 
turn  of  mind,  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States  in 
1871,  and  first  took  up  his  abode  in  Goodhue 
County,  Minn. ,  remaining  there  three  years,  and  in 
February,  1874,  came  to  Adams  County,  Neb. ,  and 
purchased  his  present  property.  He  tills  large 
areas  of  land  each  year,  and  in  1889  devoted  200 
acres  to  corn,  100  acres  to  wheat.  50  acres  to  bai- 
ley, and  aliout  100  acres  to  oats.      He  is  the  most 
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extensive  farmer  in  Roseland  Township,  and  every- 
thing about  his  property  shows  that  thrift,  good 
judgment  and  energy  are  the  owner's  chief  character- 
istics. He  has  a  good  two-story  house,  a  large 
barn,  numerous  sheds  for  his  grain  and  stock,  and 
has  everything  for  the  successful  handling  of  stock, 
such  as  wind  pumps,  etc. ,  this  enterprise  receiving 
much  of  his  attention  for  the  past  five  years.  He 
will  ship  about  one  car  load  of  hogs  this  season  and 
six  of  cattle.  He  is  trying  to  improve  his  stock, 
and  has  among  his  drove  some  fine  thoroughlired 
I'dlcd  Angus  cattle  for  breeding  purposes.  He  was 
iinuricd  in  April,  1879,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Triester,  a 
native  of  Wisconsin,  and  a  daughter  of  William 
Triester,  by  whom  he  has  the  following  children: 
Anna,  Katie,  Nellie,  Maggie,  Minnie,  John,  August 
and  Emma.  Mr.  and  !\Irs.  Winter  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Cluircli. 

George  W.  Wolcott,  farmer,  Kenesaw,  Neb. 
There  are  many  incidents  of  peculiar  interest  pre- 
sented in  the  career  of  Mr.  Wolcott,  which  cannot 
be  given  in  the  brief  space  allotted  to  this  sketch. 
Known  over  a  large  region  of  country  tributary  to 
Kenesaw,  his  reputation  is  that  of  a  man  honorable 
and  reliable  in  every  walk  of  life.  He  was  origin- 
ally from  Oneida  County,  N.  Y. ,  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  Deceml)er  3.  1843.  and  is  the  son  of 
Josiah  P.  and  Hannah  (Russell)  Wolcott.  His 
father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  the  early 
life  of  our  subject  was  spent  at  hard  labor,  assisting 
his  parents  to  make  a  livelihood  from  the  stubborn 
soil.  His  educational  advantages,  like  those  of 
nianj-  a  pioneer  boy,  were  limited,  the  schooling  re- 
ceived consisting  of  a  few  months'  attendance  at  a 
subscription  school,  where  each  family  paid  a  cer- 
tain sum  per  capita  for  the  children  sent.  On  Au- 
gust 29,  1862,  both  father  and  son  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-sixth  New  York 
Volunteers,  and  fought  side  by  side  for  the  defense 
of  their  country,  until  soon  after  the  battle  of  Fred- 
ericksburg, when  the  father  died.  George  W.  par- 
ticipated in  fourteen  general  engagements  as  follows: 
Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  where 
he  participated  in  the  terrible  struggle  of  Little 
Round  Top,  Williamsport,  Bristoe  Station,  Rappa- 
hannock, Mine  Run,  Battle  of  the  Wilderness,  where 


the  fighting  was  so  severe  that  in  one  hour  one-half 
the  regiment  was  killed.  Laurel  Hill,  Spottsylvania 
Court  House,  North  Ann  River  and  Bethesda  Churcli. 
He  was  taken  prisoner  near  Richmond  on  June  2, 
1864,  and  confined  for  a  short  time  at  Pemberton, 
Danville,  Libby  and  Florence  prisons,  and  for  three 
months  was  confined  in  the  terrible  prison  pen  at 
Andei-sonville.  He  was  paroled  on  December  10, 
1864,  and  was  afterward  exchanged.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  in  July,  1865,  after  which  he 
returned  home  and. engaged  in  the  lumber  and  shin- 
gle manufacturing  business,  continuing  at  that  until 
1873,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased  his 
present  farm  of  160  acres  in  Wanda  Township,  and 
just  outside  the  town  limits  of  Kenesaw.  He  takes 
an  active  interest  in  both  the  business  and  political 
affairs  of  his  community,  and  has  served  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  has  also  been  a  member  of  the  election 
lioard,  and  was  elected  to  his  third  term  as  assessor. 
He  selected  as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Celestia 

E.  Burr,  a  native  of  Lewis  County,  N.  Y. ,  and  a 
daughter  of  Mr.  John  and  Abbey  (Tuttle)  Burr,  both 
New  Englanders  by  birth,  and  was  married  to  her 
on  March  4,  1866.  To  this  union  have  been  born 
seven  children:  Ervin  E.  (deceased),  Arthur  M., 
Clinton  A. ,  Myrta  H. ,  Harry  E. ,  Guy  E.  and  Abbie 

F.  (deceased).  Mr:  Wolcott  is  a  member  of 
Matthias  Post  No.  155,  G.  A.  R. ,  at  Kenesaw,  and 
also  a  charter  member  of  Kenesaw  Lodge  No.  144, 
A.  F.  &  A.  M.  Both  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are 
members  of  the  Free  Baptist  Church,  and  the  latter 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  woman's  work.  She  is  a 
memljer  of  the  Ladies'  Missionary  Society,  and  is 
also  a  member  of  the  W.  C.  T.  U. 

John  Woods,  farmer  and  stockman,  Ayr,  Nel). 
Every  community  is  bound  to  have  among  its  citi- 
zens a  few  men  of  recognized  influence  and  ability, 
who,  l:)y  their  systematic  and  careful,  thorougli  man 
ner  of  work,  attain  to  a  success  which  is  justly  de- 
served. Among  this  class  is  Mr.  Woods,  a  man  es- 
teemed to  be  a  prominent  and  substantial,  as  well  as 
progressive,  farmer  of  his  township.  Since  1870  he 
has  been  a  resident  of  Adams  County,  Neb.,  and 
since  that  time  has  been  actively  engaged  in  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  He  was  born  in  Lawrence  County. 
Ky. ,  July  15,  1843,   and  was  reared  and  educated 
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in  that  county.  His  parents,  James  and  Mary 
(Cains)  Woods,  were  both  natives  of  Kentuckj',  and 
the  father  was  a  hatter  by  trade,  although  he  was 
also  interested  in  cultivating  the  soil  in  Lawrence 
County.  He  sold  out  in  1850  and  moved  to  Arkan- 
sas, locating  in  Marion  County,  where  he  died  in 
1860.  His  wife  survives  him,  and  now  resides  with 
a  daughter  in  Nebraska.  On  October  10,  1801, 
John  Woods  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Kentuckj' 
Inf-antry,  United  States  Regiment,  antl  served  until 
discharged  on  January  31,  1805,  four  months  after 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  service.  He  partici- 
pated in  the  battle  of  Kenesaw  Mountain  and  the 
siege  and  surrender  of  Atlanta.  While  out  on  a 
scout  he  was  taken  prisoner  in  Kentucky,  and  held 
for  six  months,  or  until  exchanged.  He  then  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Kentucky ,  but  soon  after  came 
west  to  Montana,  where  he  was  engaged  in  mining 
and  freighting  for  about  fouryc;irs.  He  returned  to 
his  native  State  in  1809,  and  the  lullc.wing  year,  as 
has  been  mentioned,  he  came  lc>  NChraska.  Here 
he  has  made  his  home  ever  since,  uml  is  the  owner 
(if  :;2(l  acres  of  land,  all  in  a  body.  :iiicl  rich  bottom 
land.  He  has  it  all  cultivated  and  is  doing  well. 
In  1885  Mr.  Woods  bought  a  lot  of  heifers,  and 
went  west  to  start  a  cattle  ranch  in  Montana,  where 
he  continued  for  about  two  years.  He  moved  his 
family  out  there  and  back  in  1887,  as  the  decrease 
in  price  of  fat  cattle  disabled  him  financially.  Mr. 
Woods  was  married  here  on  July  31,  1873,  to  Miss 
Julia  Duncan,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  the  daughter 
of  Patrick  and  Ella  Duncan.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Woods  have  been  born  two  children:  Cora  and  Mary 
E.,  l)oth  attending  school  at  Hastings,  and  now  in 
tiieir  tliird  year.  Mr.  Woods  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  is  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters. 

George  F.  Work,  attorney  at  law,  also  real 
estate,  loan  and  insurance  agent,  Hastings,  Nel>. 
As  a  leading  citizen  of  Hastings,  Nel). ,  in  its  pro- 
fessional, business  and  social  life,  lending  eminent 
strength  to  its  bar,  tone  to  its  finance  and  grace  to 
its  society,  Mr.  Work  is  second  to  no  one  in  the 
city.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Harrison  County, 
Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  March  1,  1839, 
and  is  the  son  of  John  A.  and  Margaret  (Gallaher) 


Work,  the  father  a  native  of  Washington  County, 
Pa. ,  born  in  1813.  He  removed  from  Ohio  to  Iowa 
in  1852  and  died  in  Jasper  County,  of  that  State,  in 
1857.  In  early  life  he  followed  the  carpenter  trade , 
but  later  in  life  tilled  the  soil.  The  mother  was 
born  in  the  Keystone  State  in  1814,  and  is  now  a 
resident  of  Fairbury,  Neb.  George  F.  Work  is  the 
second  of  nine  children,  seven  of  whom  are  living: 
William  G. ,  George  F. ,  David  C. ,  Mary  B. ,  Alex- 
ander M.,  Anderson  L.  and  Oria  A.  He  first 
attended  the  public  schools  of  his  native  State  and 
afterwards  spent  some  time  at  Wittenburg  College, 
in  Jasper  County,  Iowa.  In  April,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  B,  Fifth  Iowa  Infantry,  known 
as  the  Jasper  Grays,  and  on  July  9,  of  the  same 
year,  he  was  mustered  into  the  Fifth  Iowa,  serving 
in  that  company  until  October,  1863,  when  he  was 
mustered  out  to  accept  a  commission  as  captain  of 
Company  E ,  First  Iowa  Infantry,  of  A.  D. ,  after- 
wards changed  to  the  Sixtieth  Colored  Infantry. 
He  served  until  October,  1865,  when  he  was  honor- 
ably discharged.  He  was  at  the  siege  of  Corinth, 
New  Madrid,  Island  No.  10  and  luka.  Miss.,  where 
he  was  wounded.  After  the  war  he  settled  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa,  and  for  some  time  was  connected 
with  the  Des  Moines  postoffice,  and  served  as  an 
officer  of  the  Iowa  Legislature  for  two  sessions.  In 
January,  1871.  he  removed  to  Arkansas,  where  he 
engaged  in  teacliing,  and  was  assistant  secretary  of 
the  Arkansas  Senate,  takiiie-  [tart  in  the  Brooks- 
Baxter  war  ill  that  State  in  lsT3-7Jr.  He  continued 
at  Little  Rock  until  November,  1874,  when  he  came 
to  Hastings  and  here  has  since  resided,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  two  years,  wlieii  lie  was  a  resident  of 
Colorado,  Since  iiis  ivsid.'iMv  in  H.-istiiiu's  he  lias 
lieen  engaged  in  tlie  real  cstiite  business  ami  lire  and 
life  insurance,  representing  the  liest  old  line  com- 
panies. He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Adams 
County  in  1878,  and  to  practice  Itefore  the  supreme 
court  of  Nebraska  in  1881.  He  was  married  in 
Jasper  County,  Iowa,  October  20,  1863,  to  Miss 
Maggie  E,  Sturgeon,  a  native  of  Lawrence  County, 
Pa,,  born  in  1844,  and  to  this  union  have  been  born 
five  children:  Charles  I. ,  Florence  B, ,  George  W, , 
Roy  D.  and  Edna  E,  In  politics  Mr.  Work  is  a 
Prohibitionist.      He  is  a  member  of  the  G,  A,  R. ,  a 
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member  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  has  been 
sii|ii'iintrni1ciit  of  its  Sundaj'-school  for  thirteen 
yiMis  lie  liiis  lieen  a  resident  of  Hastings  for  tif- 
tivn  vtMis  mill  is  (me  of  the  leading  citizens  of  the 
suiiu.'.  In  IST:.  lie  was  elected  justice  of  llie  peace 
and  discliargcd  the  duties  iiicund.cut  uii..n  tiial 
office  for  some  years.  In  ISSL'  and  Iss;!  he  was 
county  judge  of  Adams  County,  was  also  for  two 
terms  city  police  judge,  and  served  two  years  as  a 
member  of   tin-  city  council. 

.Vlii-aliam    Veazel    is   tlie  clHcicut    casliier  of   tlic 
Ivxclianuc  .\ational  Hani;  ..f    llastiii-s,   .\cb. ,  and    is 
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cliangc  .\atitinal  liank.  with  which  lie  has  since 
been  cuiiuccted.  In  ISSh  his  maniage  to  .Miss  Eva 
Co.x  was  solemnized.  She  was  born  in  Indianapolis, 
Ind.  .  in  ISi;:;.  and  is  a  daughter  of  A.  W.  and  E.  F. 
(Ballard)  Cox.  Mr.  Yeazel  is  a  Free-trader  in  his 
political  views.  He  was  born  in  Champaign  County, 
111..  Kecember  28,  1851,  being  the  sou  of  James 
and  .Mary  (Spencer)  Yeazel,  natives  of  Claike  ('<iunty , 
Ohio,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  February. 
ISll.audthc  latters  in  1815.  and  died  in  Illinois 
in  1888  and  186G,  respectively.  Tlicy  removed  to 
the  State  of  Illinois  in  ]84(l.  and  were  iiioneer  set^ 
tiers  of  Champaign  County. 

Aaron  D.  Yoeum  is  well  known  to  the  early  resi- 
dents of  the  county,  for  he  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  locality  for  the  past  eighteen  years.  He  was 
born  in  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  December  9,  1842, 
and  is  the  fifth  of  eight  children,  six  of  whom  are 
living,  born  to  Samuel  and  Jane  (Dewecse)  Y'^ocum, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Lancaster  County, 
Pa,,  in  isd-l.  and  died   in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  in 
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of  the  present  site  of  Hastings,  and  here  two  years 
later  he  began  reading  law  in  the  office  of  Ash  & 
Scofield.  and  in  flic  year  1877  was  ailmitted  to  the 
Adams  County  liar,  and  to  i«-actici'  in  llie  b'deral 
courts  in  IS7'.i.  In  1874  he  was  elected  a  member 
of  the  bo.ird  of  county  commissioners,  serving  for  six 
years,  and  in  Issd  was  elected  mayor  of  Hastings, 
and  was  again  given  this  honor  in  1888,  which  [losi- 
tion  he  is  now  filling.  He  has  always  been  a  Ite 
publican,  a  pronounced  party  man,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  Hastings  Lodge  No.  19,  K.  of  I*.  lie 
also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  He  was  m;inied,  in 
186U,  b)  .Miss  ,\iina  I'.  Strahl.  of  Ohio,  by  whom  he 
has  a  dauuht(a-  named  .Mice. 
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toiy  results.  It  is  leliitt'd  that  during  the  terrible 
year  of  1874.  laiiil  wliioh  cost  $10  per  acre  and 
$9.07  per  acre  for  breaking,  cross-plowing,  seeding, 
harvesting,  stacking  and  threshing,  almost  paid  for 
itself  that  j-ear.  The  soil  is  heavier  and  richer  than 
tiiat  of  adjoining  counties,  and  every  resident  agricul- 
turist points  to  Clay  County  as  the  paradise  of  the 
farmer.  Tests  of  sugar  beets  grown  near  Fairfield 
in  1889  show  4.27  per  cent'  of  sucrose;  while  a  test 
by  L.  E.  Wales,  of  Edgar,  of  beets  grown  in  that 
section  of  the  county,  indicate  6.54  per  cent. 

The  grasshopper  plague  of  1874,  described  in 
the  history  of  Adams  and  Hall  Counties,  did  not 
overlook  Clay.  Every  crop,  except  the  wheat  and 
barley,  then  harvested,  was  eaten  up,  leaving  the 
settlers  in  a  condition  almost  approaching  poverty. 
Aid  rendered  by  Congress  and  the  State,  as  well 
as  by  the  people,  poured  in  to  alleviate  the  dis- 
tress, and  in  the  fall  of  1874  a  committee  of  citizens 
was  formed  at  Sutton  to  make  an  equitable  distribu- 
tion of  this  aid,  namely:  C.  M.  Turner,  F.  W.  Hoh- 
man,  R.  G.  Merrill,  George  Stewart  and  J.  Stein- 
metz.  Sutton  was  selected  as  the  depot  for  the  dis- 
trict which  included  parts  of  Fillmore,  York  and 
Hamilton  Counties,  and  all  Clay  County.  W.  A. 
Gnnn  was  president  and  M.  J.  Hull,  vice-president 
of  the  sub-committee  at  Edgar,  in  the  district  of 
which  Harvard  was  the  depot.  One-half  a  car-load 
of  United  States  army  clothing  was  distributed  from 
Harvard,  while  from  this  point  and  Sutton,  several 
car  loads  of  coal  and  provisions  were  given  out. 

The  people  of  necessity  suffered  much  from  the 
result  of  the  insects' visitation,  but  th'ey  recovered 
in  a  surprisingly  short  time,  and  the  following  year 
found  them  in  a  position  of  comparative  prosperity. 

The  distance  from  the  great  grain  markets  of 
Chicago,  coupled  with  the  high  charges  of  the  rail- 
road companies,  have  militated  against  the  agricul- 
turists, not  only  of  this  section,  but  also  through- 
out the  whole  State.  The  land  has  produced  abund- 
antl}-,  enough  to  supply  twenty  times  the  number  of 
inhabitants  of  Nebraska;  but  the  prices  obtainable 
for  grain  and  other  products  have  been  so  low  as 
almost  to  oppose  the  idea  of  marketing  farm  pro- 
duce. In  Fel)ruary,  1890,  Gov.  Thayer  and  the 
pe()|)le  cried  out  for  better  terms  from  the  railroads. 


and  the  railroad  magnates  consented  reluctantly 
to  a  10  per  cent  reduction  in  carrying  cha,rges. 
Throughout  tiic  country,  in  February,  1890,  great 
heaps  of  golden  grain  waiting  shipment  near  every 
depot  and  farm  house,  told  very  plainl}- of  the  boun- 
teous harvest  of  the  year  before. 

As  forest  countries  claim  celebrated  choppers; 
hemlock  countries,  famous  bark-peelers,  and  moun- 
tain countries,  hunters  notorious  and  otherwise,  so 
also  do  the  rich  corn  fields  of  Nebraska  claim  heroic 
workers.  In  1889-90,  Albert  Walters  picked  and 
cribbed  1,750  bushels  of  corn  in  seventeen  daj'sfor 
Hugh  Loudin,  and  for  Davis,  superintendent  of  the 
poor  farm,  3,994  bushels  in  thirty-three  days. 

The  blizzards  of  1857-58  do  not  seem  to  have 
damaged  person  or  propertj"  in  this  count}'.  In  No- 
vember, 1871,  a  severe  snow  storm  swept  over  this 
section.  During  its  progress  a  settler  named  ;\Ic- 
Goon,  and  his  son,  living  three  and  a  lialf  miles 
south  of  Harvard,  started  for  the  village,  and  had 
almost  arrived  there,  when  the  older  McGoon  liecame 
dazed  with  the  cold  and  failed  to  keep  up  with  the 
sou.  After  the  storm  a  search  was  instituted,  and 
his  frozen  l)ody  was  found  at  the  edge  of  the  vil- 
lage corporation. 

The  blizzard  of  April  13,  1873.  commenced  with 
a  heavy,  cold  rain,  which,  during  the  night,  changed 
to  sleet.  On  the  14th  the  air  was  filled  with  a 
heavy,  watery  snow,  and  this,  driven  I)y  the  strong 
wind,  penetrated  the  heaviest  clothing.  The  storm 
continued  with  unal)ating  violence  until  the  morn- 
ing of  the  1  Gth.  Sn^w  banks  were  as  high  as  the 
house  tops  in  manj'  places,  and  the  ravines  and 
creeks  were  packed  full  of  this  peculiar  snowy  sub- 
stance. Cattle  growers  suflfered  heavilj-,  their  stock 
being  driven  to  death  before  the  gale.  A  Mrs. 
Kelly,  of  School  Creek  precinct,  ventured  to  a 
neighbor's,  a  few  rods  away,  sa3-ing  as  she  started 
out  that  she  would  die  with  her  baby.  Both  were 
lost  and  were  frozen  to  death.  In  the  transactions 
of  the  commissioners  the  names  of  many  other  suf- 
ferers aregi\en. 

The  hail  storm  of  1881  was  as  phenomenal  as  it 
was  disastrous.  It  swept  across  the  northern  sec- 
tions from  the  northwest  in  the  summertime,  pound- 
ing into  the  earth  the  growing  crops.      This  storm 
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(•k'ari'd  ;l  five  mile  (•(lurse.  ami  duriiiu  its  fortN- 
fivi'  miimtt's  advance  tlirouiiii  tlif  noiUu'iu  lowiiships 
of  till'  rountv  left  nothino-  in  the  way  <>f  vrops  nn- 
tc.uclied. 

Tile  stonii  of  May  (;.  ISSII,  .jcstroyed  a  i;<)od 
deal  .)f  proi)em  in  aii.l  around  Kairlield.  Anawalt's 
new  liouse  in  Canada  was  blown  ilown. 

The  prairie  fire  of  November  14, 1872,  originated 
in  a  dug-out  near  Harvard,  and  spread  out  toward 
the  Jlorgan  homestead.  His  stable,  four  horses. 
two  cows  and  farm  implements  were  destroyed.  A 
large  area  was  burned  over  at  this  time. 

The  prairie  fire  of  the  same  year  was  started  by 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  section 
men  on  the  south  side  of  the  track.  Some  cinders 
were  carried  across  the  track  by  the  wind,  the  tall 
grass  caught  fire,  and  from  this  very  small  begin- 
ning the  blaze  spread  out  until  it  had  licked  up  the 
prairie  grasses  almost  to  the  banks  of  the  Platte 
River.  Many  residents  lost  heavily  in  this  fire,  but 
the  losses  were  partly  met  by  the  railroad  company. 

In  July,  1884,  sparks  from  a  St.  Joseph  & 
Western  Railroad  locomotive  set  fire  to  the  prairie 
one  mile  south  of  Fairfield,  and,  spreading  to  the 
farms  of  Horace  Tibbits.  John  Palmer  and  A.  B. 
Palmer,  destroyed  their  crops,  oreliards.  hay  and 
other  property. 

The  prairie  fire  of  April,  1885.  originated  on  the 
Lewis  farm,  five  miles  north  of  Edgar.  The  people 
turned  out  in  large  numbers  and  organized  to  fight 
the  fire,  and  at  the  bridge,  near  M.  H.  Cushing's 
house,  elected  A.  G.  Jacobs  captain.  The  work  of 
liack-flring,  plowing  and  wet^sacking  the  prairie  was 
carried  out  systematically  and  with  success.  In  the 
chapters  devoted  to  local  history  references  are  made 
to  smaller  prairie  fires. 

The  exploration  of  this  territory  by  the  Spaniards 
in  the  long  ago  is  legendary  rather  than  historical. 
In  1739  the  French  explorers  placed  on  record  an 
undoubted  account  of  their  travels  along  the  Platte, 
and  special  explorations  beyond  the  valley.  The 
names  of  the  adventurers  were  Pierre  and  Paul  Mal- 
let, Philip  Robitaille,  Louis  Moven,  Michel  Bislot, 
Joseph  Bellecourt,  Manuel  Gallien  and  Jean  David, 
all  from  Quebec  except  David.  Their  mission  was 
to  establish  trade  with  the  Mexicans,  and  to  find  an 


easy  route  iroiii  the  great  lakes  to  that  country ;  lliey 
gave  the  title  Ln  li!i-l,ri  Platir  to  this  stream. 

Lewis  and  Clarke,  O'Fallon,  Maj.  Long,  Fre- 
mont, the  Argonauts,  the  pony  express  messengers, 
Halliday's  stage  drivers  and  the  Indians  and  fur 
traders  were  the  only  travelers  or  temporary  resi- 
dents here  up  to  1857,  when  the  first  irregular  at- 
tempts to  locate  permanently  were  made. 

The  homesteaders  or  pioneers  of  1871  to  1873, 
who  resided  on  their  original  claims  in  1888,  are 
named  as  follows  and  the  location  of  their  lands 
given:  Mrs.  A.  S.  Harding  (husband  deceased), 
from  Illinois,  settled  on  Section  22;  J.  W.  Smith, 
from  Illinois,  on  Section  28;  Riley  Thurber,  from 
Ohio,  on  Section  34;  J.  W.  Stacy,  from  Ohio,  on 
Section  34;  James  Woodhead,  from  Wisconsin,  on 
Section  8;  Albert  and  William  Woodhead,  from 
Wisconsin,  on  Section  2;  Mrs.  Charles  Hurlbut 
(husband  deceased),  from  Michigan,  on  Section  14; 
Charles  Ashley,  from  Wisconsin,  on  Section  8; 
Charles  Bump,  froiB  Illinois,  on  Section  21;  Peter 
Bures,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  32  (all  the  forego- 
ing in  Township  5,  Range  5);  J.  N.  Johnson,  from 
Illinois,  on  Section  4;  A.  Wiggins,  from  Michigan, 
on  'Section  9;  R.  (hdp,  from  Illinois,  on  Section 
10;  John  Marshall,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  22; 
William  Trent,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  9  (all  in 
Township  4,  Range  6);  Mason  Hungerford,  from 
Michigan,  on  Section  4,  Township  5.  Range  6;  J. 
Sanderson,  from  Wisconsin,  on  Section  22;  J.  J. 
and  O.  W.  McCloughen ,  from  Wisconsin,  on  Section 
24;  C.  A.  Bush,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  14;  11. 
H.  Perry,  from  Michigan,  on  Section  l«i;  S  D 
Beck,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  Ki;  Otto  Sirini.  from 
Illinois,  on  Section  10;  H.  Liuscott,  from  Maine,  on 
Section  12  (all  in  Township  5,  Range  5);  J.  G. 
Graham,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  2.  Range  4. 
Township  5;  S.  T.  Caldwell,  from  Illinois,  on  Sec- 
tion 4,  Township  4,  Range  6;  William  Prouty.  from 
Michigan,  on  Section  32,  Township  4,  Range  (i; 
Mrs.  Daniel  Lenfest  (husband  deceased),  from 
Maine,  on  Section  4,  Township  5,  Range  5;  David 
Smith,  from  Missouri,  (m  Section  22,  Township  6, 
Range  (3;  J.  H.  Hazlett,  from  Illinois,  on  Section 
22.  Township  tJ,  Range  (i;  B.  F.  Nail,  from  Illinois, 
on  Section  22,  Township  <i.  Range  (5;   Mrs.  L.  (Jra. 
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ham,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  12.  Township  4, 
Range  5;  Jefl'  Adeoek,  from  Illinois,  on  Si'clion  84. 
Township  5,  Range  6;  F.  Northrop,  fnmi  Illinois. 
on  Section  34,  Township  5,  Range  (i;  D.  B.  San- 
burn,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  4,  Townsiiip  5,  I 
Range  (5;  Jesse  Dalton,  from  Illinois,  on  Section  32.  | 
Township  4.  Range  6:  A.  G.  Jacol)s,  from  Ohio,  on 
Section  12.  Township  5.  Range  (i;  K.  S.  Smith, 
from  Illinois,  on  Section  12.  Township  .').  itangc  (i; 
A.  J.  Long,  from  Indiana,  on  Section  2(1,  Township 
5,  Range  5;  C.  Isham,  from  Ohio,  on  Section  4, 
Township  5.  iianu-e  ^>:  S.  Noi'tlirop,  from  Illinois, 
on   Srctidii   ill.  TiiwHsliip  .').  Ii:ingc  (1;    I'.   I<]ssinger. 

The  first  settler  of  this  comity  wms  .lolin  B.  Wes- 
ton, who  in  1857  located  on  S.ciion  HI.  Township 
5.  KangeS,  on  the  Little  Bine.  Iniill  a  log  house 
and  called  the  place  '-Pawnee  llanclH-.  Prior  to 
this  time  a  spot  at  the  mouth  ol  liihcrty  Creek,  on 
the  Blue,  was  a  favorite  camping  ground  for  the 
mail  carriers.  In  1858  James  H.  Lemon  kept  Lib- 
erty FarmRanchc  lierc.  as  agent  of  Wells.  Fargo  & 
Co.,  and  in  18(i7  liciijniiiin  :iii.l  John  Wnyrr  anixcd. 
In  1S64  James  Bainler  settled  at  Spring  l!;inelie.  In 
the  spring  of  1870  came  A.  I»  rclerson.  followed 
by  Louis  Peterson  ami  Jonas  .lohnson.  all  Swedes. 
They  were  here  in  April,  1872.  when  the  Virginian, 
-lohn  L.  Lewis,  arrived.  This  settlement  was  given 
the  name  Lewis  precinct,  in  1875.  On  November 
1.  1S7:1.  a  i»ane  named  I.  C  Christianson  settled  in 
this   piv.'inet.  and   lie   is  said  to  be  the  first  of   the 

also  natives  of  Sweden,  settled  in  Seli.>ol  Cn^ek  pre- 
ein.-l.  and  in  the  fall  .b.hn  Kennedy,  an  ()lu..an. 
loeMled  his  h.anestead  on  Se.'tioii  2.  T..wuship  S. 
Range  5.  On  January  27,  1S7I  .  A.  K  .Marsh  built 
a  log  house  on  the  creek,  below  the  Normans'  dug- 
out, Mrs.  IMarsh  being  the  first  white  woman  in  this 
precinct.  A.  A.  Covey.  .1.  Sleinmetz.  the  Ballzer 
brothers,  F.  M. ,  Charles  W  .  Ceorge  and  R,  G. 
Brown  came  prior  to  April  11.  IS71;  W.  Cunning 
and  his  wife  followed  in  May.  and  hiter  came  K.  b. 
Garr  ami  W.  K.  Bemis.  The  ConanI  l.i-others  ar- 
rived in  Lincoln  precinct  in  .May.  IS71.  and  on 
.\uuust    14.    that    vear.    W.    T.     .M<-Knieht    arrived. 


Orrin  C.)nant  w;is  s 

„,1    and    killed    Ik 

re  . 

11   .> 

lay  10, 

1875.  bv  l>,   .\,  Snii 

h.  the  troulih'  ar 

sillL 

■  al 

oiil  the 

.wnership    of    .-i    ela 

nn.       The    same 

vea 

■  ( 

haivide 

precinel    elainie.l    tl 

e    pioneca-s.     |).-in 

.■1 

Fit 

■h.    the 

trapper.  .1.  W.  Suial 

.and  Lerov  S.   W 

inii 

rs. 

B.  V. 

Hocket  e,,nslnu-le,l 

,  sod-house  on  S. 

etil 

u  2 

.  Town- 

ship   7.    Range   7.    i 

1    .Mav.   bs7l.  his 

(•oiUei 

i|)orary 

settlers  being  W.    1! 

Chadwiek.  J.   1). 

.^b 

and  b. 

J.  Starbuek.      C.    !» 

Moore  and  .M. 

.. 

,at 

1:1111   ar- 

rived     slH.rtlv    altei 

.    an,l    when    th, 

I'l 

lel     was 

organized  in  |S7.-.. 

he   nanu'    Lynn  « 

as 

4i\' 

■11  to  it. 

Sutton  preeinel    <-l:ii 

ns  b.    Kreneh,   an 

(»h 

oa 

1.  as  its 

first  s<'tlKT.  in    1S7 

).       lie    bnih    a    . 

ug- 

on   the 

northwest    cpiarter  ( 

f   Seeti.>n  2.  Tow 

isir 

1'  ' 

.   IJanue 

5,  and  soon  after  w: 

s  visited  by  ('apt 

Ch 

s  WhiU 

and    Nellie    Henderson,   who    rode   t 

roll 

tl 

le   West 

Blue  in  pursuit  of  a 

1  antelope,  whieli 

the 

.ptnred. 

H.   W.   Crav,  hiss,, 

1  and  (t.   W.    i5en 

is  : 

rri 

e,l  Mav 

4,    1.S71;    William 

Hid  llenrv   Smith 

J. 

s. 

Sc-heni- 

merhorn,   James   Y 

roman.  tlu'   AuliI 

la-s.   1 

iollings 

worths,  Brownells, 

Evans  an.l   .Malll 

\s 

an 

e  about 

this  time. 

LeicesbM-  preein 

■t  was  settled  .'ar 

\    ii 

tl 

e  wilitei 

of  1871-72.  b\    .los 

■ph    Kowe.  St,.pl„ 

11    1 

!ro 

Vll.    Wil 

Ham    Woolnian    an. 

,\.    W.,olnian. 

\\- 

Ih 

Williaii 

Woobnan    was    his 

adopted    child. 

.Mis 

s 

'rii..l,,v. 

Tibbies,  who  was  d 

1  ^" 

(1. 

(b    W. 

Briggs  and  Georgt 

.M.dntire   weiv   t 

U'    1 

rst 

sc'ttlers 

in  Scott  precinct,  ai 

d  in  1S71  .John  1 

V  S 

•oil 

was  tlu 

solitarv   occupant 

)f   Lone  Tree   pi 

ceil 

et 

anil    tlu 

only  settler  for  some  time  between  Si 

ho< 

1  (' 

•eek  am 

Spring  Ranche.      White  Elm  postotli 

■ew 

as 

presiile, 

dl  of 


Ch 


ed  a  honsi'  lor  general  mercantile  lanpo 
and  was  the  lirst  postmaster  appoin 
County.  .Vfler  the  re-establishment  of  the  mail  ser- 
vice, Richard  Bayley,  a  blacksmith,  located  at  the 
mouth  of  Buffalo  Creek,  followed  by  H.  J.  Higgins. 
In  1871  a  waterinill  was  constructed  near  the  Lib- 
erty Banehe.  by  .\1.  Mills.  Sheridan  precinct  was 
settled  in  IS72.  by  John  Yates,  Patrick  Nagle.  R. 
Ililliard.  1!.  .M.  .Mariner.  T.  R.  Elder  and  Dennis 
Ijahane.  bogan  precinct  was  first  settled  iiy  .\lbert 
Curtis.  .March  7.  1S71  Within  a  short  time  Riley 
Thnrber.  dohn  Vandh'.  Wright  Stacy,  E.   :\1.  Isham. 
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Nathan  Tucker,  A.  Christison,  Fletcher  Page  and 
the  Pascalls  arrived.  J.  B.  Dinsmore  came  in  May, 
1872.  The  first  settlement  in  Marshall  precinct  was 
made  in  July  of  this  year  liy  Flavins  Northrni), 
followeil  In-  W.  S.,  Addis.Mi  and  AVarncr  Raixlall, 
J.  Prawl  and  William  ToUe.  In  November,  1S71, 
J.  K.  Sanborn  arrived  in  Edi;ar  ))nM-iiict  as  its  pio- 
neer,followed  by  the  Carrs.  Jacob  l!illcrl)iisii  came 
in  1872  and  was  appointed  postmaster  in  June,  and 
the  same  month  the  Jones  family  arrived.  In  the 
pages  devoted  to  local  history  and  biography,  the 
details  of  the  various  settlements  throughout  the 
county  are  given. 

The  histor}'  of  the  early  years  of  this  division  of 
Nebraska  is  based  largely  upon  the  relations  of 
James  Bainter,  just  as  the  early  history  of  Adams 
County  is  told  by  Bill  Kress,  and  of  Hall  County  by 
William  Stolley.  Mr.  Bainter,  writing  in  1889,  for 
the  Fairfield  News,  gives  the  following  sketches: 

After  arriving  here  I  found  a  man  named 
JA'uard,  who  owned  the  ranche,  having  bought  it  of 
tiie  Roper  boys,  whose  uncle  iiad  built  it  in  1S(;(). 
T  traded  for  it  in  January,  ISCl.  and  rnoxcd  uiy 
family  in  February.  There  was  tluui  no  settlement 
in  Cla}-  County,  except  at  Pawnee  Ranche,  and  a 
stage  depot  at  Liberty  Farm.  During  the  fall  of 
1863  I  hunted  and  tended  the  ranche.  Emigration 
west  was  very  heavy  the  entire  year,  principally 
men  dodging  the  draft  and  going  to  Pike's  Peak  or 
any  (ilace  where  they  could  escape  the  war.  During 
this  year  there  must  have  been  an  average  of  nearly 
300  teams  daily.  The  Pony  Express  had  I«tii  ilis- 
continued,  and  stages  were  used  and  ninnini:.  one 
each  way  <laily.  There  were  plenty  of  Imttalo,  elk, 
antelope,  and  thousands  of  wild  turkey;  liut  the  lat^ 
tiM-  nearly  all  disappeared  after  the  big  storm  of 
.Xpril.  1S73. 

Tlie  profits  of  the  ranche  liiisiness  were  won<ler- 
fully  good;  everything  sold  by  the  pound;  potatoes 
sold  for  five  cents  per  pound,  the  same  for  hay  and 
other  things  in  proportion.  There  were  many  In- 
dians around  during  the  summer,  principally  the 
Pawnees  and  Omahas — all  friendly. 

In  1863  I  was  at  Hackney  Station,  kept  by  a 
German  named  M3'ers,  when  a  Pawnee  came  without 
an  arrow.      He  said  that  two  Sioux  had  chased  him 


from  the  Solomon,  and  would  soon  overtake  and 
kill  him  unless  he  could  get  some  arrows.  Myers 
had  a  lot  of  them,  but  would  not  loan  him  one.  He 
started  to  leave  when  the  Sioux  rode  up,  shot  him 
dead,  and  after  scalping  him  rode  off. 

The  winter  of  18G3-64  was  rough  and  cold,  but 
the  travel  continued  good.  In  the  spring  I  planted 
ten  acres  of  corn,  which  promised  well.  This  spring 
the  Sioux,  in  great  numbers,  made  their  appearance 
on  a  hunting  trip.  They  continued  to  come  at  in- 
tervals until  August,  paying  for  their  goods  in  pelts 
or  cash.  Their  camp  at  this  time  was  down,  or  in, 
the  Indian  Territory.  About  the  first  of  August  I 
began  to  notice  a  change  in  their  demeanor.  They 
seemed  sulky  and  ill-natured,  so  that  I  became  nn- 
eas}'.  I  sent  word  to  the  ranchmen  along  the  route 
to  look  out  for  them,  and  also  wrote  to  Fort  Kear- 
ney, iiitoiniini;  (Jen.  Heath  of  their  actions.  He 
re[)licd  that  there  was  no  danger,  and  that  the  In- 
dians were  friendly.  I  continued,  however,  to  pre- 
pare for  them.  On  the  morning  of  August  9,  I  was 
going  n<irth  of  the  ranche,  and  while  riding  along 
saw  an  Indian  coming  toward  me.  As  we  approached 
each  olliW'  he  suddenly  left  the  path  and,  descen<l- 
ing  a  ravine,  was  at  once  lost  sight  of.  Something 
in  his  manner  aroused  my  suspicions,  and  getting 
off  my  iinile  1  cautionsly  appi-oaclied  the  i)lace  where 
he  dis.ippcarcih  |ircs(aitly  I  saw  him.  dismounted, 
and  stretching  his  neck  to  see  me.  Twice  I  drew 
my  revolver  and  could  have  easily  shot  him;  but 
they  had  always  been  friendly,  and  I  would  not  be 
the  first  to  kill.  While  debating  this  question  he 
discovered  me,  and.  leaping  on  his  pony,  rode  otf, 
lying  on  one  side  of  the  pony,  as  Indians  usually  do 
when  in  danger  of  being  fired  upon.  I  knew  now 
that  business  had  begun.  He  descended  the  ra\'ine 
into  Pawnee  ('reek,  where  he  was  joined  by  two 
others.  I  tln'u  rode  as  last  as  possible  to  m^-  ranche, 
and  told  my  wife  to  get  read}-  for  an  attack.  My 
son  and  hired  man  had  gone  to  Pawnee  Ranche  that 
morning,  so  my  wife  and  I  went  to  work,  she  to 
moulding  more  bullets  and  I  to  trimming  them. 
Soon  we  heard  the  clatter  of  horses'  hoofs,  and  m\ 
son  and  hired  man  rode  in  ver^'  much  excited,  say- 
ing the  Indians  had  attacked  Pawnee  Ranche;  and 
had  killed  and  scalped  Burke,  a  freighter.       They 
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described  the  Indians  and  I  was  satisfied,  from  tlie 
description,  tliat  they  were  the  ones  I  had  seen  to- 
gether. That  day  and  the  following  night  passed 
without  further  disturbance.  The  stage  had  failed 
to  arrive  that  night,  so  in  the  morning  I  mounted  a 
race  mare  which  I  owned,  and  started  up  the  Blue 
to  see  what  had  become  of  it.  I  met  it  about  three 
miles  up  the  river,  with  several  passengers,  among 
them  lieing  the  stage  agent,  at  Lone  Tree,  and  his 
wife.  They  reported  that  the  Indians  had  sur- 
rounded the  stage  the  night  before,  but  that  toward 
morning  they  had  withdrawn.  The  morning  before 
a  man  named  Smith,  from  St.  Joe,  passed  my  ranche 
in  charge  of  a  train  loaded  with  provisions  and  two 
threshing  machines.  Thj  stage  people  did  not  meet 
Smith  or  his  train.  I  suspected  his  party  were 
either  killed  or  captured,  and  so  followed  along  the 
river  to  where  I  supposed  they  would  camp  for  din- 
ner, about  six  miles  from  Spring  llauche,  now 
(1889)  White's  farm.  Tliere  a  fearful  sight  met  my 
gaze.  Every  man  of  them,  six  in  all,  had  been 
killed  and  all  scalped  except  a  red-haired  Hibernian, 
who  was  shot  in  the  temple  and  al)Ove  the  hip  with 
arrows,  and  was  still  Ijreathing.  I  pulled  the  arrow 
out  of  his  temple,  and  went  to  a  [lond  of  water  to 
obtain  drink  for  him.  T  filled  my  boot  with  water, 
l)ut  when  I  returned  the  man  was  .k-ad.  There  was 
the  appearance  of  the  (lrs|.,.iair  liuiit  lie  made.  The 
waoons  were  all  gone  cxcipt  tlif  ones  on  which  were 
the  machines;  the  flour  was  scaftcrcd  around  and 
the  bacon  piled  up.  I  returned  to  my  home;  the 
Indians  could  he  seen  approaching.  Knowing  that 
my  ranche  could  not  be  successfully  defended  I 
loaded  my  family  in  a  wagon,  while  my  two  hired 
men  (the  Rev.  C.  W.  Wells,  of  the  ]\Iethodist 
Church  of  Davenport,  Nel).,  and  iiis  tirother) 
mounted  horses,  and  all  made  tor  Pawnee  Ranche, 
which  was  located  one  mile  east  of  Joseph  Meehan's 
present  farm.  Richard  Wells  was  riding  a  fractious 
horse,  and  when  approaching  Pawnee  Ranche  the 
liorse  reared  and  threw  him.  The  hammer  of  his 
rifle  caught  the  horn  of  his  saddle  and  it  was  dis- 
charged, wounding  him  severely.  He  called  out 
that  he  was  shot,  and  running  to  him  I  picked  him 
up,  threw  him  into  the  creek,  washed  his  wounds, 
drew  a  silk  handkerchief  through  them,  cut  out  the 


bullet  witli  an  ordinary  |)oelvet  Knile.  p 
the  wagon  and  proceeilcd  to  tlie  ranche.  where  we 
found  the  coach  with  three  or  four  men  and  a 
woman.  There  were  now  fourteen  persons  in  tlie 
ranche,  among  whom  were  "  California  Joe  "  and  Joe 
Roper,  father  of  Laura  Roper,  who  arrived  by  a 
stage  that  morning.  The  Indians  could  now  be 
seen,  near  the  Llewellyn  farm,  approaching  from 
the  east.  ' '  California  Joe  "  proposed  to  reconnoiter, 
and,  mounting  the  best  horse,  went  forth.  I  stayed 
on  the  house  top  to  signal  to  him,  while  four  or  five 
men  rode  out  to  support  him,  should  he  require 
assistance.  He  had  ridden  about  eighty  rods  when 
I  noticed  that  the  Indians  were  about  to  cut  him  off. 
He  was  busy  watching  them,  but  soon  saw  my  sig- 
nal and  retreated,  pursued  by  two  Indians.  When 
one  Indian  came  within  ten  paces  Joe  turned  and 
fired,  hitting  the  Indian.  He  also  received  a  hit  in 
the  arm,  the  other  men  going  to  Joe's  relief.  The 
savages  came  on  in  force.  Seeing  that  the  whites 
would  be  overtaken,  I  signalled  them  to  dismount, 
which  order  was  carried  out,  when  the  Indians  went 
to  cover,  leaving  the  venturesome  whites  time  to  re- 
turn to  the  ranche.  The  Indians  lost  three  war- 
riors, the  chief  and  two  others  shot  east  of  the 
ranche.  That  night  their  bodies  were  removed  by 
the  tribe. 

During  our  fight  at  Pawnee,  Joe  Roper  was  on 
the  ranche.  He  was  rather  fond  of  fire-water,  and 
had  indulged  freely  that  day.  I  had  placed  a  lad- 
dev  against  the  house,  and  would  occasionally  go 
upon  the  house  to  see  what  the  Indians  were  about. 
Joe  Roper  also  concluded  to  look  around,  saying: 
■'  I'm  going  up  to  see  the  posish. "  I  told  him  he 
had  better  stay  down  or  lie  would  get  a  posish,  but 
up  he  went.  As  lie  was  about  to  step  from  the  lad- 
der to  the  house,  White  Antelope  sent  an  arrow 
after  him  which  grazed  his  cheek  and  parted  the 
hair  on  the  side  of  his  head.  Joe,  like  a  bear,  let 
go  all  holds  and  dropped.  The  Indians  made  a 
great  racket,  as 'they  supposed  Joe  to  be  dead;  but 
they  were  as  much  surprised  as  the  whites  to  see 
him  up  again  as  sober  as  a  judge.  After  several 
months  a  company  of  United  States  troops  carried 
away  the  skeletons  of  the  murdered  whites.  The 
next  morning,  about  1 0  o'clock,  we  sent  Mrs.  Met- 
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calfe  and  the  two  wounded  men  to  Fort  Kearney  on 
the  stage  coach,  and  the  others  of  us  went  with 
them  as  far  as  Hook's  Ranche,  ten  miles  east  of 
the  fort,  where  we  met  a  compan}-  of  United  States 
troops  going  after  the  Indians,  Heath  having  learned 
at  last  that  they  were  not  as  friendly  as  he  thought. 
(3n  our  way  we  stopped  at  my  ranche.  Nothing  re- 
mained hut  the  smoking  remnant  of  my  property. 
All  my  stock  was  killed,  except  one  poor  team,  and 
my  total  loss  was  $5,872.50,  for  which  I  have  a 
rlaiiu  liefore  Congress. 

We  remained  at  Hook's  all  night,  and  in.  the 
morning  Metcalfe  and  wife  returned,  and  we  took 
the  trail  for  Nebraska  City.  Following  the  Blue, 
we  struck  the  location  of  the  present  town  of  Crete; 
thence  proceeded  to  Beatrice,  where  I  left  my  family 
and  returned  U)  bury  the  dead  and  gather  up  my 
stock.  At  Big  Sandy,  near  where  Alexan<lria  now 
stands,  we  found  a  few  men  who  were  not  molested 
liy  the  Indians.  Aliout  seven  miles  above  that  we 
came  to  the  claim  ol'  two  Gennans,  and  found  their 
liodies  minus  the  scalps;  buried  them  and  went  on 
to  Hackney  Station  (Holiday's),  which  was  destroyed. 
At  Yulick's  Ranche,  six  miles  below  Oak  Grove 
Ranche,  we  found  the  two  German  owners  dead  and 
scalped.  ^Ve  found  Kiowa  Station  burned,  and 
near  by  the  liody  of  Joe  Urbanks,  who  formerly  had 
charge  of  Little  Blue  Ranche.  He  was  shot  by 
arrows  and  scalped.  Oak  Grove  Ranche  was  de- 
striiyiMl.  and  near  it  lay  the  bodies  of  Kelly  and 
Uutlcr,  the  former  a  part  owner  of  Pawnee  Ranche, 
and  the  latter  a  farmer  from  near  Beatrice.  At  this 
point  the  men  resisted  the  Indians,  but  lost  the  two 
men  named.  Hurr3-ing  on  to  Ubank's  Ranche,  kept 
liy  Ubanks  &  Son  (not  Joe  Ubanks  who  was  killed), 
we  found  the  remains  of  the  old  gentleman,  his 
three  sons  and  his  daughter,  aged  eighteen  j'ears. 
.She  was  a  feeble  minded  girl,  but  this  did  not  save 
her  from  the  vengeance  of  the  savages.  Her  body 
was  iiorrilily  iiiiilihitcd.  The  body  of  the  3-oungest 
child,  a  boy  about  li\-c  years  old,  was  found  some 
distance  from  the  house  with  seven  arrows  in  it. 
The  Indians  scalped  him,  taking  all  his  hair.  Mrs. 
William  Ubanks,  her  two  small  children  and  Laura 
Roper  were  captured  and  carried  away.  At  the 
Narrows,  a  water  place  on  the  Blue,   Mr.  Canada's 


body  was  found.  He  was  lying  on  his  face  grasping 
a  rifle,  and  the  savages  fearing  him,  did  not  m|) 
proach  to  get  his  scalp.  A  short  distance  .iwa\  we 
found  two  men  and  a  boy  dead  and  scalped.  Close 
l)y  were  two  wagons,  one  robbed  of  the  team,  and 
the  other  having  the  oxen  attached,  one  of  which 
was  kille<l ,  and  the  other  unable  to  stand  from  star\  a- 
tion.  Up  the  Little  Blue  we  came  to  a  train  of 
twenty  wagons.  There  was  no  stock  visible,  and 
nothing  was  left  of  the  wagons  but  the  irons.  He 
yond  this  about  a  mile  we  found  a  number  of  bodies 
of  men  and  boys.  I  have  forgotten  how  many. 
This  was  near  Little  Blue  Station,  which  was  also 
burned.  From  this  point  onward  we  found  ni;ui\ 
wagons  either  burned  or  ransacked.  Iml  ii<>  dead 
bodies.  Buffalo  Ranche,  at  the  month  ol'  lintlalo 
Creek,  southeast  of  Fairfield,  on  Thomas  Sluiws 
farm,  escaped  injury,  and  was  afterwards  useil  as 
a  stage  station.  Liberty  Farm  Station,  ncni-  Dc 
weese,  was  burned  and  never  rebuilt.      .Mi-.    i;o\cr 

used  some  of  the  logs  in  his  new   house,  ol'    ISdli 

the  same  which  was  burned  in  188S  or  1SS9.  The 
next  point  was  Pawnee  Ranche,  which  we  found 
about  as  we  left  it  after  the  fight,  except  that  a 
large  quantity  of  provisions  had  disappeared,  prob- 
ably at  the  hands  of  the  soldiers,  who  were  prctt\ 
tough  men, most  of  tlicni  luniiiti  been  c^iiilmcd  I'roiii 
John  Morgan  in  his  va'u]  on  Ohio.  Tli,.  n.'xl  morn- 
ing we  went  on  to  my  place,  having  buried  forty- 
eight  bodies  on  our  \v:iy  up.  The  following  morn 
ing  we  started  down  the  river  and  found  nearly 
1,000  head  of  cattle,  fifty  of  which,  found  at  the 
mouth  of  Elk  Creek,  were  claimed  by  the  Eai>le 
Gold  Company  as  belonging  to  their  wagon  train. 
We  found  horses  and  mules  with  harness,  bridles 
and  saddles  on;  but  they  were  so  wild  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  to  get  near  them.  This  stock 
was  all  taken  to  Big  Sandy,  advertised  and  dis- 
tributed among  the  surviving  owners,  n^-  shaic  for 
labor  being  $90.  After  this  I  took  my  f:nnily  Co 
Missouri,  but  returned  in  a  few  weeks  witii  mv 
brother,  only  to  find  Capt.  Flagg's  troops  at  Pawnee 
Ranche.  Next  day  I  accompanied  the  troops  u)) 
Thirty-two  Mile  Creek;  found  Lone  Tree  Station, 
the  first  above  Spring  Ranche,  burned,  and  buried 
the  six  men  whose  bodies  we  discovered  the  morninu 
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after  the  first  fight.  We  found  Elm  Creek  Station 
destroyed,  while  George  Comstock's  Station  at 
Thirty  two  Mile  Creek  was  undisturbed,  the  owner 
having  fled  to  Beatrice  before  the  attack  was  made. 
Returning  to  the  ruins  of  Spring  Ranehe,  I  found 
the  station  at  Pawnee  re-established,  and  immedi- 
ately began  the  work  of  rebuilding  Spring  Rauche. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  I  brought  my  family  from 
Missouri,  and  found  Metcalfe  and  family  at  Pawnee 
Ranehe.  We  each  carried  a  small  stock  of  goods. 
My  store  goods  destroyed  cost  $1 .600.  After  this 
it  was  considered  safe  to  leave  the  place,  and  the 
consideration  was  acted  upon. 

On  my  return  in  1870,1  found  my  claim  jumped 
by  Tom  Smith,  of  Marysville,  Kan.  I  stopped  at 
Hackney  Station  and  raised  a  crop  while  I  defended 
my  claim,  and  succeeded  in  obtaining  possession  of 
it.  My  buildings  were  nearly  all  ruined.  John 
Crossman  and  John  Holmes  were  living  in  one  of  my 
pilgrim  houses,  a  small  building  used  at  ranches  for 
pilgrims  or  immigrants  to  cook  in.  I  found  Lou 
Thajer,  Robert  Cargill  and  D.  W.  Evans  on  home- 
steads south  of  the  Blue.  They  had  settled  there 
in  the  spring  and  summer,  and  in  the  fall  assisted 
me  in  repairing  my  buildings.  William  Kress  and 
Joe  Pouts  lived  two  miles  farther  up  the  river,  on 
the  edge  of  Adams  County.  John  Llewellyn  had 
his  claim,  but  had  not  moved  on  it.  G.  W.  Noble, 
Cyrus  Griffith,  F.  M.  Lewey.  or  Lucy,  and  wife,  L. 
F.  Fryar.  B.  R.  Ro>ie  and  W.  S.  ^^'<)rk  resided  at 
Liberty  Farm.  At  this  time  I  made  it  a  liusiness  to 
locate  people  on  claims  up  the  riAer  into  Franklin 
County,  but  could  not  induce  any  to  settle  on  the 
upland  until  all  the  bottom  lands  were  sold. 

Mrs.  Bainter  (Elizabeth  Shultz)  died  suddenly 
from  heart  disease.  March  7,  1885.  She  was  the 
companion  of  James  Bainter  while  in  the  army,  and 
was  present  with  him  in  many  of  the  affairs  here 
at  home,  told  bj'  him  in  his  reminiscences. 

The  Old  Settlers'  Association  was  founded  Octo- 
)ier  8, 1880,  atSloat's  Hall,  in  Har%'ard.  The  object 
of  this  association  was  to  place  on  record  the  hap- 
penings of  all  the  years  since  the  beginnings  of  se1> 
tlement.  L.  N.  Clark,  of  Sutton,  was  elected  presi- 
dent; George  Noble,  of  Faii-field,  and  C.  J.  Martin', 
of  Clay  Centre,  vice-presidents;  M.  J.  Hull,  of  Ed- 


gar, historian;  A.  E.  Goodall.  of  Lynn,  secretary;  D. 
N.  Nettleton,  of  Spring  Ranehe,  treasurer,  and  T. 
R.  Elder,  oflBeer  of  the  day.  The  executive  com- 
mittee comprised  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  of  Sutton;  J.  J. 
Walley,  of  Edgar:  L.  Brewer,  of  Fairfield;  Samuel 
Sloat,  of  Harvard;  and  L.  N.  Bryant,  of  Spring 
Ranehe. 

Clay  County*  was  established  by  act  approved 
February  16,  1867,  within  the  following  described 
boundaries:  From  northeast  corner  of  Township  8, 
Range  5  west,  due  west  to  northwest  corner  of 
Township  8,  Range  8,  thence  south  to  southwest 
corner,  of  Township  5.  Range  8,  thence  east  to 
southeast  corner  of  Township  5,  Range  5,  and  north 
to  place  of  beginning. 

Clay  County  was  organized  under  proclamation 
of  Acting-Governor  James  (dated  September  11. 
1871).  who  ordered  an  election  to  be  held  at  the 
dwelling  of  Alexander  Campbell,  Section  6,  Town- 
ship 7.  Range  6.  on  October  14.  that  year.  J.  R. 
Maltby,  Alexander  Campbell  and  H.  Manchester 
were  named  judges,  with  S.  T.  Davis  and  Chris 
Calkins  clerks  of  this  election.  A.  K.  Marsh,  P. 
O.  Norman  and  A.  A.  Corey  were  the  commission- 
ers elected:  F.  M.  Brown,  the  county  clerk;  J.  Hol- 
lingsworth,  the  treasurer,  on  whose  failure  to  qual- 
ify R.  G.  Bn^wn  was  appointed;  R.  S.  Fitzgerald, 
survej-or;  James  Schemmerhorn,  superintendent  of 
schools,  and  P.  T.  Kearney,  sheriff.  The  vote  for 
the  candidates  for  the  otiSces  named,  and  other 
county  officers,  is  given  in  the  political  chapter. 
The  vote  on  location  of  county  seat  shows  56  in 
favor  of  the  town  of  Sutton,  Section  2,  Township 
7.  Range  5;  24  in  favor  of  the  geographical  center; 
8  in  favor  of  Section  34,  Township  8,  Range  7,  and 
1  in  favor  of  Section  8,  Township  5,  Range  8. 

On  November  4  the  county  was  set  off  into  three 
election  districts.  Harvard  embraced  Townships  7. 
and  8,  Range  7,  Townships  7  and  8,  Range  8,  and 
the  west  one-half  of  Township  7,  Range  6;  Little 
Blue  embraced  Townships  5  and  6,  Range  8,  Town- 
ships 5  and  6,  Range  7,  and  the  west  one-half  of 
Townships  5  and  6,  Range  6;  while  School  Creek 

»Tl„iLai,ir  Ckiy  wa-,-,. I, ft-nedouii  division  ot  old  Pieroe 

County  a-  iail>  a~  1^:.-,,  1 1  au^fei-i-ed  to  what  is  now  the  soutli 
part  ui  Laii.a~iii  ainl  ikhiIi  part  of  Gage,  and  ultimately 
given  tc.  till-  I.I  I  ii.ii  >  .Ic-.,-!  ilied  above. 
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embraced  Townships  5,  6,  7  and  8,  Range  5,  and 
the  east  one-half  of  Townships  5.  6.  7  and  8. 
Range  6. 

Louis  N.  Bryant  and  A.  S.  Willis  were  appointed 
justices  for  Little  Blue,  James  Bainter,  John  Royce 
and  G.  W.  Noble,  constables,  and  JohnW.  Langford 
assessor.  Samuel  C.  Sloat  and  Ira  F.  Pearsall  were 
appointed  justices  of  Harvard.  Frank  Cheney  and 
Bradford  Stone  constables,  and  Charles  E.  Canfleld 
assessor.  A.  K.  Marsh  was  appointed  justice  of 
School  Creek,  W.  Cumming  constable,  and  J.  C. 
Merrill  assessor. 

The  license  for  the  sale  of  spirituous  liquors  was 
fixed  at  $2b  per  half  year  or  $40  per  year.  The 
county  was  divided  into  six  road  districts.  The 
salary  of  the  clerk  was  placed  at  $300  per  year;  of 
school  superintendent,  $4  per  day  for  actual  service. 

In  Feliruary,  1872,  A.  K.  Marsh  was  appointed 
to  [jroceed  to  Fillmore  County  and  settle  with  the 
commissioners  thereof,  and  W.  W.  Sellick  was  ap- 
pointed to  ascertain  the  amount  of  moneys  due  Clay 
County  by  Saline  County,  and  K.  (i.  Brown  was 
employed  as  attorney  in  the  suit  Mgainst  Saline 
County. 

On  March  2,  1872,  R.  G.  Browns  house,  at  Sut- 
ton, was  designated  as  the  place  of  meeting,  and 
there  also  were  fixed  the  offices  of  county  clerk  and 
treasurer,  the  commissioners  agreeing  to  pay  $10 
per  month  rent  from  December  15,  1871.  The 
owner  was  to  furnish  fuel  in  consideration  of  being 
allowed  to  use  his  office  for  his  general  business. 

On  March  12,  1872,  M.  L.  Latham,  Louis  Thayer 
and  John  Kennedy  were  appointed  appraisers  of 
school  lands  in  Clay  County.  In  April,  L.  N.  Bry- 
ant took  Thayer's  place.  R.  S.  Fitzgerald  was  ap- 
pointed commissioner  to  locate  all  roads  "  hereafter 
petitioned  for."  At  this  time  $5  was  paid  for 
hand-cuffs  for  sheriff's  u.se;  Martin  Clark  was  allowed 
$1.75  for  medicines  supplied  poor  persons,  and  $1G 
was  appropriated  to  Imild  a  bridge  in  School  Creek 
at  county  line;  while  $25  was  appropriated  to  build 
a  bridge  at  Sutton  (after  rescinded)  and  $631.55  was 
paid  Acres  &  Blackman  for  books,  etc.,  for  county. 
An  election  on  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for 
$75,000  to  the  St.  Joe  &  Denver  Railroad  Company 
was  ordered;  the  liquor  license  was  increased  to  $100 


per  annum,  and  the  following  tax  levj-  authorized: 
State  school,  2  mills;  State  general,  2^  mills;  State 
sinking,  1  mill;  university,  ^  mill;  county  general,  6. 
mills;  sinking  fund,  1  mill;  land  road  tax,  $4  per 
160  acres;  court  house,  1  mill,  and  bridge  tax  2, 
mills.  R.  S.  Fitzgerald  was  paid  in  July,  1872,  for 
surveying  poor  farm,  and  A.  A.  Corey  and  F.  M. 
Brown  for  locating  said  farm,  while  the  clerk  was 
ordered  to  pi'ocure  pre-emption  filing  on  the  lands 
selected  for  farm.  In  October,  1872,  an  inquest  on 
the  body  of  Maximilian  Reed  cost  the  count}'  $7.10. 
while  the  case  of  the  State  r.  D.  A.  Smith  cost 
about  $50. 

In  October,  1872,  Tiiurlow  Weed  was  appointed 
probate  judge  in  the  absence  of  Maltbry.  A  con- 
tract for  an  iron  bridge  at  Spring  Ranche  was  sold  to 
the  King  Company,  of  lola,  Kan.,  at  $27  per  foot, 
and  a  safe  was  ordered  at  a  cost  of  $500.  In  No\'em- 
ber,  1871,  M.  L.  Latham  took  Mr.  Corey's  place  as 
commissioner.  Latham's  resolution  to  build  a  frame 
court  house  at  Sutton  was  carried  November  111, 
1872.  On  December  2,  1872.  Big  Sandy  precinct 
was  established  einl) racing  Township  5,  and  in 
Range  6,  and  the  county  divided  into  sixteen  road 
districts.  Louis  Thayer  was  appointed  surveyor 
viceR.  S.  Fitzgerald,  deceased.  On  December  3, 
the  contract  for  building  the  court  house  on  Lots  3 
and  4,  Block  24,  Sutton,  was  sold  to  F.  M.  Brown 
for  $1,865.  On  Felirnary  3.  1S73.  this  building  was 
accepted,  M,  J,  Hull  was  appciiiitcil  survey. .r  r/c- 
Thayei',  resigned,  and  mi  \\n\l  2  1  ,  tlic  ronniiissinners 
ordered  that  all  property  injured  during  the  storm  be 
stricken  from  the  assessment  roll — A,  T,  Patriclv, 
two  cows,  one  mule  and  one  colt;  Jonathan  Sander 
son,  three  cattle;  James  Taylor,  thrtie  horses;  J,  W. 
Wolf,  one  grain  drill;  G,  M.  Howard,  one  horse;  J, 
V,  Swearing-in,  one  cow;  T,  T,  White,  two  horses; 
David  Jayne,  one  cow;  W.  F,  Carroll,  four  cattle; 
F.  0.  Peterson,  one  cow;  Joel  Longstreet,  one  cow; 
H.  J.  Higgins,  three  cattle;  Robert  Balliett,  horses, 
and  W.  B.  Jenkins,  property.  J.  F.  Fleming  was 
appointed  county  surveyor  April  24,  1873.  In  May 
1883,  W.  E.  Bemis,  Arthur  Burlingamc.  Iticlianl 
Smith,  F,  M.  Davis  and  D.  H.  Leegate  of  School 
Creek;  C.  W.  Inglesby,  E.  J,  Stone,  of  Harvard; 
James  A,  Taj'lor,  John  W.  Jones,  Richard  Thomas, 
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W.  A.  Trobaugh,  John  A.  Webber,  A.  H.  Elder, 
and  Benjamin  Graham,  of  Little  Blue,  reported 
Jiorses,  mules  or  cattle  destroyed  in  the  storm,  and 
their  assessment  was  reduced  accordingly. 

In  May,  1873,  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  vice  P.  0.  Nor- 
man, took  his  seat  as  memlier  of  the  board.  On 
May  6,  the  first  printing  contract  was  entered  into 
l)y  the  county  with  the  Harvard  Champion,  and  the 
law  suits  by  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
rcjail  Company  considered.  .\.  J.  Vanderslice  was 
coLiiity  physician  in  July  of  that  year;  Harvard  was 
incorporated  and  the  following  tax  levy  ordered: 
State  general,  2  mills;  State  sinking,  ^  mill;  State 
school,  2  mills;  State  University,  \  mill;  peniten- 
tiary. -\  mill;  county  general,  (!  mills;  <'ounty  sink- 
ing, 2  mills:  bridge,  4  mills;  land  mad,  $4  per 
section,  and  poll  tax,  $2.  Special  ck^ctions  were 
ordered  in  Little  Blue  and  Big  S;mdy  precincts,  to 
vote  upon  the  propositions  of  Alfred  :\lills  and  Wes- 
t.ai  it,  I'cck:  M.  L.  f.atliani  icsigncl  tlic  ottice  of 
coiiiiiiissioncr.  and  K/.ra  IJniwn  was  appointed  to  till 
tiic  \aca,ncy.  On  August  3(»,  J.  E.  Philjjot,  of  Lin- 
cciln.  presented  the  petititra  of  Reuben  Peaehey  and 
otiiirs,  asking  that  a  day  be  named  for  voting  on 
the  (iiicstion  of  re-locating  the  county  seat.  On 
motion  (if  .\.  K.  Marsh  this  petition  "was  tabled, 
rejected  and  stricken  from  the  files."  In  September 
E.  E.  Brown  was  engaged  to  defend  the  count3' 
against  tlie  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  and  Union 
Pacific  Rail ivia. I  companies,  tla- .■onsiilcration  being 
$375  and  211  percent  of  taxes  .-nllccti'd.  In  case 
the  taxes  were  collected  from  the  lailroad  companies 
the  retainer  fee  was  to  be  deiliicled  from  the  total  of 
coiiimissi(ni,   20    percent.       In   October  the   Sutton 
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Times  was  declare.l  the  otli 
County.  The  newly  elected  commissioners,  R. 
Bayly,  Ezra  Brown  and  A.  K.  .^larsli  (pialified  No- 
vember 8.  The  case  of  George  F.  Warren  and  D. 
W.  Hollister  i:t.  Stephen  and  William  Brown,  grow- 
ing out  of  affairs  in  school  district  No.  37,  occupied 
much  of  the  board's  attention  in  February,  1874. 
At  this  time  the  commissioners  of  Lancaster 
County  were  notilicd  t(,  id  urn  all  poor  people,  resi- 
dents of  Clay  Coiiiit\-,  to  Clay  County,  or,  in  de- 
fault, l)ear  the  expense  of  keeping  them.  The  final 
settlement   with   Treasurer   Tracy    was    made,   and 


Treasurer  F.  M.  Davis,  installed.  On  petition  of 
L.  S.  Winters,  of  the  Nebraska  Land  and  Town 
Company,  50  per  cent  reduction  in  the  assessment 
of  the  town  site  of  Edgar  was  ordered,  and  a  25  per 
cent  reduction  made  on  the  assessment  of  Sutton, 
except  lots  fronting  on  Sanders  and  Maltby  Ave- 
nues. In  July,  1874.  the  tax  levy  for  State  pur- 
poses was  7  mills,  and  for  county  general,  sinking 
and  bridge  funds,  12  mills,  with  a  land  road  tax  of 
$4  per  section,  a  i)oll  tax  of  $2,  and  a  dog  tax  of 
$1  and  *2.  A  special  4  mill  tax  was  levied  in  Lit^ 
tie  Blue,  to  meet  interest  on  mill  bonds;  a  lot  of 
railroad  ties  (lying  near  Glenville)  numbering 
30,000,  were  assessed  $5,750,  and  tlie  St.  Joseph  & 
Denver  Railroad  C(mipany  was  notified  that  tlieir 
110  sections  of  land  in  this  county  would  be  placed 
on  the  assessment  books  and  taxes  levied  thereon 
for  1873,  On  July  20,  a  resolution  authorizing  the 
building  of  a  county  jail  was  carried,  and  the  i)rice 
set  at  $1  ,000.  In  Dec(>mber  contractor  Rumsey 
turned  over  the  jail  Imihling  to  the  commissioners, 
and  on  December  8,  Judge  Gantt  was  recpicsted  to 
open  a  special  term  of  court  for  Clay  County,  C, 
M,  Turner  was  commissioner  at  this  time,  vice 
Marsh,  On  January  5,  1875,  a  resolution  was  pre- 
sented Ijy  Ezra  Brown,  pointing  out  that  the  county 
seat  was  within  one  and  one-half  miles  of  the  east 
line  of  the  county;  that  it  was  located  there  when 
there  were  only  aliout  100  voters  in  the  county,  and 
that  a  bill,  similar  to  that  which  re-located  the 
county  seat  of  Saline  County,  fixing  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice at  some  central  point,  was  desirable,  Mr, 
Bayly's  motion  to  table  this  important  resolution 
was  acted  upon  without  ceremony,  and  the  second 
attempt  to  change  the  county  seat  was  a  vict(irv  for 
Sutton, 

On  March  1,  1875,  the  county  was  divided  into 
sixteen  precincts,  each  being  a  Congressional  town- 
ship, and  all  numbered  from  one  to  sixteen;  Town- 
ship 8,  Range  5,  being  No.  1,  and  Township  5,  Range 
5, being  No.  16.  The  question  of  giving  a  name  to 
each  precinct  was  left  to  the  voters  of  each.  The 
question  of  aiding  the  Sutton  Mill  Company  by  the 
issue  of  $5,000  10  per  cent  bonds  was  submitted  to 
the  people  of  precinct  No.  8,  Township  7,  Range  5, 
April    6,      Tlie    town    of    Edgar   was    incorporated 
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March  15,  and  on  April  19  names  were  given  to  the 
several  townships,  as  follows:  School  Creek,  Town- 
ship 8.  Range  5;  Lincoln,  Township  8,  Range  6; 
Harvard,  Township  8,  Range  7;  Leicester,  Town- 
ship 8,  Range  8;  Scott,*  Township  7,  Range  8; 
Lynn,  Township  7,  Range  7;  Lewis,  Township  7, 
Range  f,;  Sutton,  Township  7,  Range  5;  Sheridan, 
Townsliip  (1.  liaii-v  :>;  .Marshall,  Township  6,  Range 
(i;  Lone  Tree.  'I'ownshiii  (i.  Range  7;  Glenville, 
Township  6,  Range  8;  Spring  Ranche,  Township  5, 
Range  8;  Fairfield,  Township  5,  Range  7;  Edgar, 
Township  5,  Range  6;   Logan,  Township  5.  Range  5. 

The  tax  levy  for  1875  amounted  to  almost  7^ 
mills  for  State  and  9  mills  for  county  purposes, 
apart  from  the  $4  land  road  tax,  the  $2  poll  tax  and 
the  $1  and  $2  dog  tax.  The  interest  fund  of  Little 
Blue  claimed  a  2  mill  tax.  The  tax  levy  for  school 
purposes  in  twenty-nine  of  the  fifty-nine  districts 
ranged  from  10  to  25  mills,  being  10  mills  in  dis- 
tricts 1,  59  and  11;  20  mills  in  distii.-ts  :;!»,  35,  31, 
40,  49,  33,  18,  9,  46,  28,  52,  r,l,  :;l'.  ii!i.  Iti,  3,  15 
and  4;  15  mills  in  districts  10,  17  and  30;  12  mills 
in  district  41,  and  25  mills  in  districts  5,  43,  26  and 
37,  being  the  only  districts  in  which  school  taxes 
were  levied  in  1875.  The  building  of  two  bridges 
over  School  Creek,  one  between  Sections  1  and  2, 
Township  8.  Range  7,  one  on  Liberty  Creek,  Town- 
ship 5,  Range  7,  one  on  Sandy  Creek,  Township  5, 
Range  6,  and  a  second  on  Sections  13  and  14  of 
that  Township,  one  on  Sections  26  and  23,  Town- 
ship 5,  Range  5,  and  one  on  Sections  22  and  23, 
Township  0.  Range  7,  were  autiiorized. 

Ou  -luiy  7,  1875,  a  petition  (siiiiied  by  403  legal 
voters),  asking  that  the  question  of  re-location  of 
the  seat  of  justice  be  submitted  to  the  people,  was 
presented  to  the  board.  The  commissioners  ordered 
an  election  on  the  subject  to  be  held  August  14, 
1875,  and  designated  the  place  of  meeting  in  each 
township.  A  second  order  on  this  election  made 
the  date  September  20.  The  result  of  this  election 
is  unnoticed  in  the  commissioners'  record,  but  it  is 
found  in  the  election  returns  and  given  in  a  follow- 
ing chapter.  O.  P.  Alexander  was  appointed  sheriff 
in  December,  1875,  vice  Densmore  resigned  to  suc- 
ceed F.  M.  Brown  as  countv  clerk.      The  tax  lew 


and  in  November, 


ordered  in  July,  1876,  shows  7f  mills  for  State 
purposes  and  11  for  county  purposes,  with  the  usual 
$4  land  road  tax;  the  school  district  tax  averaged 
20  mills.  During  the  fall  of  this  year  the  construc- 
tion of  several  iron  and  wooden  bridges  was  author- 
ized. In  October  M.  Estes,  E.  H.  Birdsall,  J.  D. 
Bain,  V.  L.  Carr,  Lyons  Bros. ,  C.  K.  Morrell,  Orlo 
W.  Birmingliam,  Heury  Keller,  H.  H.  Dis)irow, 
Louis  Stien,  W.  A.  Farmer,  J.  W.  French,  J.  W. 
Jacobscm,  T.  J.  Dowd,  J.  Geohring,  S.  M.  Risly, 
C.  D.  Moon,  T.  J.  Glover,  W.  H.  Hammond,  Jared 
Burdick,  L.  C.  Howard,  W,  A.  Birdsall.  Erastus 
Austin,  W.  E.  Welton,  P.  M.  Colvard  and  1.  D 
Howard  proposed  t.o  the  commissioners  that  in  <ase 
the  people  would  select  Harvard  as  the  county  seat 
at  the  election  to  be  held  in  November,  they  would 
move  the  records  and  other  ]iroperty  of  the  county 
(except  the  court  house)  IIkmcIo.  i;raut  one  block  of 
land  to  the  county,  |U(iviilc  county  <illi<-es  and  court 
room  until  January  1  ,  1S7S,  and  |iay  SI  .OiMI  for  tlie 

accepted,  subject  to  the  necessary  vote  in  Xoveiuber. 
In  November  Thomas  W.  lirookliank,  supcrinteml- 
ent  of  schools,  resigned  and  .J.  11.  .Maltliy  was  a|i- 
pointed. 

The  tax  levy  for  State   purposes  made  in  July, 

1877,  was  lOf  mills,  and  11  mills  for  county  pur- 
poses. The  school  district  le\  y  did  not  exceed  25 
mills,  and  there  is  no  record  of  [n<\\.  laud  road  or 
dog  tax  made.  In  Noveuibcr  the  (|uestiou  of  town- 
ship organization  was  subniitle<l.  In  January.  1878, 
Flavius  Northrop  qualifieil  as  coniuiissiouer.  ricr 
C.  M.  Turner  retired;  and  iv  I!.  Ilowai.l  succeeded 
Densmore  as  clerk.  A  notice  was  oidcred  to  be 
served  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  Itiver  Itailioad 
Company  to  appear  before  the  board  on   Ai)ril  2, 

1878,  and  show  why  560  acres  of  their  lands  in 
Section  22,  Township  5,  Range  8,  should  not  l)e  taxed. 
In  reply  to  this  notice  the  following  letter  was  re- 
ceived from  A.  E.  Touzalin,  land  commissioner  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad. 

Lixroi.x,  Neb,.  Feb.  4,  1878. 
Ezra  E.  Hmninl.  Km/..  SiiIU.ii.  Xrh. 

Deak  Sn;;  Yunr  Icilcr  is  icccivetl.  We  will  waive 
notice  in  the  matter  of  wliieli  you  spealv,  and  take  no  ad- 
vantage tlip.reon  of  tlie  non-serving  of  the  same.  I  would 
like  to  say  to  the  ofticers  of  Clay  County,  that  if  the  sys- 
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II  (if  [laying  for  school  bonds  is  iiilnwcd  U>  lir  ciirricd 
.  iis  in  Scliool  district  37,  \vi.  sluill  not  only  oppose  it 
[■very  way  we  I'aii  as  an  illrual  and  unjust  matter,  but 
vill  do  t.lic  must  si-iiniis  injury  In  llic  county,  and  pre- 
it  tin' occniiatioii  .pf  tlic  lailroail  lands  therein.  The 
cicstsof  the  county  and,  the  company  are  mutual  in 
s  nia(  tor,  and  we  hope  that  you  will  act  with  us  in 
Miifl  tliese  large  payments  eompromi.sed  by  extensions 
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The  t;ix  levy  <>f  July.  ISTS.  was  7  1-12  mills  for 
State,  and  1 1  niilLs  for  county  purposes.  Tiie  sum 
of  |!2(;0  was  paid  to  James  Laird  for  collecting 
taxes  from  the  Burlington  &  Missouii  Railroad 
Company,  and  his  contract  price  lor  collections  from 
the  St.  Joseph  &  Denver  Railmad  ('(nupnny.  The 
taxes  for  lS74-75-7fi  against  the  latter  road  were 
ordered  U>  he  struck  from  the  hooks  per  decree  of 
court. 

Oil  August  19,  1878,  a  petition  hy  P.  M.  Col- 
xaril  and  602  others  praj-ing  that  the  liquor  license 
he  reduced  to  $50  was  met  hy  a  remonstrance  by- 
Miss  Alice  Houlgate  and  lOG  others,  and  A.  L.  La- 
ment and  642  others  against  reduction.  The  com- 
missioners fixed  the  fee  at  $300  per  aiiimm,  and  the 
750  remonstrants  were  happy. 

On  January  13,  1879,  W.  It.  Hamilton,  R. 
Bayly  and  Flavius  Northrop  took  tlieir  seats  as 
commissioners.  The-  canvass  of  the  vote  on  the  re- 
location of  the  county  seat  was  considered.  The 
election  on  this  question  was  held  January  9,  1879. 
Of  the  total  vote,  2,310,  Clay  Center  received 
1,293,  and  Harvard  1,015.  No  place  having  re- 
ceived tliree-fifths  of  all  the  votes  cast,  a  new  elec- 
tion was  ordered  to  he  held  Fel)ruary  20,  1879,  Clay 
Center,  Harvard  and  Sutton  iieing  the  competitors. 
It  was  further  ordered  to  sulimit  the  question  of 
levying  a  3-mill  tax  in  1879  and  1880  for  the  pur- 
pose of  creating  a  court  house  and  jail  fund.  This 
election  was  duly  held,  hut  onl^-  1,937  votes  were 
cast,  of  which  Clay  Center  received  1.376,  or  more 
than  a  three-fifths  vote.  On  April  1  the  commis- 
sioners declared  Clay  Center  to  he  the  seat  of  jus- 
tice, and  ordered  the  county  offices,  records,  etc.,  to 
he  removed  tliitlicr  on  or  hefore  May  1,  1879.  The 
vote  on  the  hnihling-fund  tax.  was  1,339,  or  a  three- 


fifths  vote.  Tiiat  day  a  contract  was  sold  to  F.  A. 
Pyle  and  W.  D.  Y(jung  to  erect  a  temporary  court 
house  for  $2,250,  and  complete  the  same  before 
May  1,  1879.  The  clerk  was  ordered  to  advertise 
for  l)ids  to  erect  a  $7,000  county  Iniilding,  before 
the  ink  witli  which  the  agreement  for  the  first  build- 
ing was  written  was  dry. 

On  May  5, 1879,  Commissioner  W.  R.  Hamilton 
made  the  following  resolution  in  regard  to  counting 
the  Harvard  vote:  "Whereas  it  appears  l)y  the 
records  in  the  clerk's  office  of  Clay  County,  that  the 
Harvard  precinct  vote  cast  at  the  election,  Feliruary 
20,  1879,  for  the  re-location  of  the  county  seat  of 
said  count}',  has  been  rejected  by  the  hoard  of  can- 
vassers, and  whereas  it  appears  that  a  preemptf)ry 
writ  of  mandamus  has  been  granted  hy  the  supreme 
court  of  the  State  to  Ezra  E.  Howard,  clerk  of  said 
county,  commanding  him  to  forthwith  call  to  his 
assistance  two  disinterested  electors,  and  re-canvass 
and  abstract  the  entire  vote  cast  at  said  election,  in- 
cluding the  rejected  Harvard  precinct  vote,  and 
whereas  it  appears  by  the  records  that  the  said  writ 
has  been  served  for  about  a  space  of  twenty  days, 
and  that  said  re-canvass  has  not  been  made,  there- 
fore, be  it  resolved,  that  we,  the  board  of  countj' 
commissioners,  do  request  and  advise  the  immediate 
re-canvass  of  said  vote,  as  commanded  in  said  writ. " 
Later  the  injunction  suit  of  L.  A.  Payne  vs.  R. 
Baj-ly,  was  commenced,  and  a  special  June  term 
asked  for  hy  the  county  comm' -i.sioners,  to  hasten 
judgment  ill  the  cause.  On  ;\I ay  21.  the  last  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Sutton,  when  Rev.  C.  F.  Graves 
was  appointed  surveyor.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
commissioners,  held  at  Clay  Center,  was  that  of 
June  2,  1879.  The  trial  of  E.  P.  Burnett,  l>y  the 
commissioners,  was  concluded  July  23.  1879,  when 
'he  was  found  guilty  as  charged  in  the  complaint  of 
J.  M.  Mills,  and  removed  from  the  office  of  county 
judge.  His  motion  for  a  new  trial  was  overruled; 
W.  S..  Prickett  was  appointed  county  JHc^ge.  C.  A. 
Melvin  was  instructed  to  bring  records  and  seals  to 
Clay  Center. 

In  July,  M.  S.  Edgington  and  fourteen  otliers. 
taxpayers  of  Edgar  precinct,  petitioned  to  the  hoard 
to  appoint  a  day  for  voting  upon  the  (juestiou  of 
granting  $12,000   aid  to   the    Nebraska  &    Kansas 
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Railroad  Company  for  building  a  road  from  Edgar 
to  Superior. 

On  Septemt)er  1,  lS7!t,  the  comini.ssioners  met 
at  Sutton,  when  E.  P.  Burnett  was  re-appointed 
count}^  ]a(\ge  rice  W.  S.  Prickett,  resigned,  and  a 
resolution  was  adopted  ordering  that  the  record  of 
proceedings  in  the  case  of  his  impeachment  be  ex- 
punged or  erased,  and  that  he  be  given  possession 
of  boolts,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  office.  The  meet- 
ings of  September  15  and  October  7  were  also  held 
at  Sutton.  On  the  latter  day  bids  for  a  $1,000 
poor-house  building  were  asked  for.      On  November 

4,  1879,  a  new  vote  on  the  re-location  of  the  county 
seat  showed  a  decisive  majority  for  Clay  Center,  and 
the  l)oard  declared  it  to  lie  the  county  seat  and 
ordered  the  remo\al  of  all  officers,  records,  etc., 
thereto,  on  or  before  January  1,  1880.  Bids  for 
lutilding  court  house  and  jail  and  poor  house  were 
re-ad \'ertised  for  in  the  Edgar  Review  and  Plainfield 
News.  On  December  15,  W.  D.  Young  contracted 
to  build  the  poor  house.  The  first  meeting  of  the 
commissioners  at  Clay  Center  under  the  '■  new  law" 
was  held  January  6,  1880.  Messrs.  Hamilton, 
Bayly  and  Northrop  formed  the  board.  W.  J. 
Keller  qualified  as  clerk,  to  succeed  E.  E.  Howard; 
George  H.  Van  Duyne,  as  treasurer,  to  succeed  W. 

5.  Randall;  and  J.  P.  Nixon,  sheriff,  to  succeed  A. 
J.  McPeak.  L.  A.  ^^arnej'  was  appointed  surveyor, 
John  G.  Nuss,  coroner,  and  E.  P.  Burnett  qualified 
as  county  judge.  The  proposition  of  J.  W.  Lewis 
to  bore  the  county  well  at  forty  cents  i)er  foot  was 
accepted.  On  l^'cliniary  <1.  George  E.  Birge  was 
appointed  to  make  an  examination  of  tlu'  treasurer's 
books,  from  the  beginning  of  the  county  to  January 
10,  1880,  and  on  June  24,  D.  M.  Leland  was  ap- 
pointed superintendent  of  court  house  construction. 
W.  1).  Young  was  building  contractor. 

The  court  house  was  completed  No\'ember  80. 
ISSO,  and  Pedro  Dominions  appointed  janitor. 
Later  that  year  John  D.  Hayes  was  appointed  county 
attorney,  and  in  1881  C.  Stayner,  with  W.  R.  Ham- 
ilton and  R.  Bayly,  formed  the  board.  C.  J.  Mar- 
tin was  appointed  county  judge  August  8,  vice  E.  P. 
Burnett,  absent.  Li  January,  1882,  Ezra  Brown, 
witii  .Messrs  Stayner  and  Bajdy,  were  commis- 
sioners;   Louis  F.  Fryar,  clerk,  and  J.    P.   Nixon, 


sheriff.  Of  the  commissioners,  Bayly  was  the  only 
one  who  went  through  the  vicissitudes  of  county 
seat  wars  and  still  held  that  office.  In  June  of  this 
year  the  tax  levy  was  made — 6^  mills  county  gen- 
eral; 3  mills  road;  3  mills  bridge,  and  ^  mill  insane 
hospital,  or  a  total  of  13  mills.  The  additional  levy 
in  the  incorporated  towns  was  as  follows:  Sutton,  8 
mills;  Edgar,  5  mills;  Harvard,  10  mills,  and  Fair- 
field, 7  mills.  The  number  of  school  districts  was 
70,  the  levy  running  from  3^^  to  25  mills.  In  No- 
vember the  names  of  members  of  Company  B  were 
stricken  from  the  list  of  poll-tax  paj'ers,  and  in  De- 
cember the  contract  for  removing  the  old  countj-  jail 
from  Sutton  to  the  poor  farm  was  sold  to  B.  H. 
Corwin  for  $4!t.90,  and  the  offer  of  Sutton  village 
to  pay  *]25  for  the  building  rejected.  In  1883  J. 
M.  Farley,  William  Newton  and  C.  Stayner  were 
commissioners;  the  county  bridge  and  road  taxes 
amounted  to  llf  mills  per  dollar;  the  additional 
levy  for  Harvard  was  9  mills,  for  Fairfield  and  Sut- 
ton, 8  mills,  and  for  Edgar  5  mills.  Of  the  70 
school  districts  taxes  were  levied  in  all  except  num- 
bers 5,  22  and  33.  In  September  the  question  of 
township  oviianization  was  ordered  to  be  submitted 
to  the  |»ii|ilc  on  November  6,  that  year.  The  vote 
denied  tln'  proposition,  and  Messrs,.  Newton,  Farley 
and  Fred  Grosshaus  formed  the  new  board  of  com- 
missioners. E.  P.  Burnett  was  elected  judge;  G. 
F.  Dickson,  treasurer,  and  E.  G.  Groff,  surveyor. 

In  November,  1884,  the  question  of  selling  Block 
24,  in  the  town  of  Sutton,  and  with  it  the  old  court 
house,  was  voted  upon.  The  property  was  ordered 
to  l)e  sold  at  auction  in  April,  1885.  i 

John  B.  Dinsmore  was  appointed  conimissioiiei- 
of  Clay  County,  to  exhibit  products  ol  Clay  Coiinly 
at  New  Orleans.  In  January,  1SS.'>,  .loscpli  Myci 
took  Commissioner  Xewtons  piace.  In  .Viigiist. 
18S5.  a  new  wind-mill  and  tower  witc  ordered  to  lie 
erected  in  place  of  the  old  mill  and  tower,  said  to  be 
broken  and  useless.  In  January,  1886,  the  esti- 
mated expenditures  for  the  j-ear,  for  general,  road, 
bridge  and  insane  hospital  purposes,  were  placed  at 
$32,000.  The  tax  levy  made  in  June  amounted  to 
10  mills  per  dollar;  while  an  additional  levy  of  S 
mills  was  made  in  Fairfield  and  Edgar,  and  a  special 
lot  tax  in  Harvard.      At  this  time  the  judgment  of 
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the  supreme  court  in  the  case  of  forcing  the  pa}- 
ment  of  $400  in  10  per  cent  bonds,  issued  by  orig- 
inal school  district  No.  22.  Sections  27,  28.  33  and 
34,  Township  5,  Range  7,  was  discused.  A  special 
assessment  of  15  mills  was  inailc  <>n  the  two  first 
named  sections,  and  14  mills  on  the  last  numbered 
sections.  On  Jul_v  28  an  election  was  ordered  in 
School  Creek,  Sutt<in.  Lewis,  Lone  Tree  and  Fair- 
field precincts,  to  \ate  bonds  to  the  Kansas  Cit3-  & 
Omaha  Railroad  ('omimiiy.  Tlie  petition  was  signed 
by  fifty-six  tax  jjaycrs.  and  the  vote  was  ordered  to 
be  recorded  September  2.  At  this  time  Sutton  peti- 
tioned to  have  an  election  on  the  question  of  issuing 
$20,000  bonds.  School  Creek  gave  120  votes  for 
and  1  contra;  Sutton,  352  for  and  1  contra:  Lone 
Tree,  187  for  and  24  contra;  Lewis.  i;;2  for  and  35 
contra;  Fairfield,  305  for  and  88  contra.  Spring 
Ranche,  Lincoln.  Inland  and  Harvard  precincts  pe- 
titioned for  elections  on  a  similar  question  affecting 
the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  Railroad, 
and  gave  almost  a  unanimous  vote  in  favor  of  the 
proposition.  Francis  Abbey,  with  Messrs.  Farley 
and  51  ever,  were  commissioners  in  1887. 

In  June,  1887,  a  county.  Iiridge,  road  and  insane 
tax  of  19  mills  was  levied,  with  7  mills  on  Lone 
Tree,  Fairfield,  Spring  Ranche  and  Glenville  (origi- 
nally forming  Little  Blue),  to  meet  indebtedness  on 
bonds  of  Septemlier  0  and  October  1.  1873,  in  ac- 
cordance with  writ  of  supreme  court,  issued  Novem- 
l)t'i-  24.  ISSd.  The  tax  to  provide  interest  on  rail- 
road bonds  Ml  the  several  precincts  was  as  follows: 
Fairfield,  5  mills;  Lone  Tree,  Lewis  and  Sutton,  3^ 
mills;  School  Creek  and  Lewis,  2  2-5  mills;  Lone 
Tree,  2  4-5  mills;  Sutton,  2  0-10  mills;  Fail-field,  4 
mills,  and  School  Creek  2  mills.  Special  assess- 
ments were  also  made  in  Sutton  and  Harvard  for  the 
purpose  of  constructing  sidewalks,  together  with  a 
10  mill  tax  on  Clay  Centre  and  Fairfield,  ami  3 
mills  on  Harvard  (villages)  to  meet  interest  on 
l)onds.  A  village  tax  of  9f  mills  on  Sutton;  8  mills 
on  Harvard  and  1 0  mills  on  Edgar  was  also  author- 
ized, and  a  levy  for  school  purposes  ranging  from  3 
to  25  mills  made  on  the  seventy-two  of  the  seventj'- 
three  school  districts  then  organized,  together  with 
special  levy  in  six  of  the  districts  to  meet  bonds  and 
interests  on  bonds.      In  April,   1888,  Commissioner 


Abbey  resigned,  and  Fred  Grosshaus  was  chosen  to 
represent  the  First  district.  The  levy  was  fixed  at 
10  mills  for  general  and  other  purposes,  including 
7-10  mill  to  meet  judgment  in  favor  of  Young  in  the 
matter  of  court  house;  the  interest  and  sinking  fund 
tax,  on  the  townships  granting  railroad  aid,  was 
heavy,  and  a  special  levy  of  7  mills  was  made  on 
Spring  Ranche  to  meet  judgment  of  court.  The 
levj-  for  the  villages  reached  23  6-10  mills  in  the 
case  of  Edgar;  Harvard.  11  mills;  Sutton,  7  mills, 
and  10  mills  for  Clay  Center  and  Fairfield.  On 
August  20,  1888,  J.  B.  Dinsmore  and  137  others 
petitioned  the  board  to  submit  the  question  of  tcjwn- 
ship  organization  to  the  people  in  November,  and  an 
order  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petitioners,  and  on  Novcnilicr  21  .  tlie  first  meet- 
ing of  the  board  of  supervisors  was  held;  Ezra 
Brown  was  chosen  president.  The  names  given  to 
the  Congressional  townships  April  19,  1875,  were 
retained  except  in  the  case  of  Township  7,  Range  8, 
changed  from  Scott  to  Inland;  committees  were  ap- 
pointed and  rules  for  the  government  of  the  l>oard 
adopted.  Clinton  I)avis  was  appointed  superinten- 
dent of  p(jor  farm. 

The  names  of  the  supen'isors  elected  in  No^•em- 
ber,  1889,  are  given  in  the  political  chapter.  In 
January  this  board  authorized  the  employment  of 
expert  accountants  to  examine  the  books  of  the 
treasurer  who  filled  the  oflSce  prior  to  Mr.  Walter's 
time.  Messrs.  Palmquist  and  Gratz  were  emploj'ed 
at  $12  per  daj-,  and  are  now  (February.  1890)  engaged 
inthe  work  of  auditing.  The  county  is  iiructically 
free  from  debt,  and  warrants  are  paiil  upon  presen- 
tation to  the  treasurer. 

The  first  record  of  the  district  court  of  Clay 
County  dates  back  to  May  Hi.  1S73,  when  Sheritt' 
Kearney  and  Clerk  Brown  opened  court  in  the  usual 
form.  Judge  Gantt's  letter  stating:  '  ■  The  Legisla- 
ture having  made  some  confusion  in  amending  the 
act  fixing  terms  of  court  in  this  district,  adiourn 
court  till  Friday,  May  23,  1873,  at  which  time  I  will 
be  there  to  hold  your  court. "  In  accordance  with 
this  instruction  court  was  adjourned  to  the  day 
named.  On  May  23  Judge  Gantt  was  present,  and 
the  first  grand  jury  was  impanelled:  Daniel  Cronin. 
W.    F.    Guthrie,   William   Todd,  G,    T,  Warren,  C, 
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M.  Turnei-,  R.  N.  Brown,  Richard  Bayly,  Leroy  S. 
Winters,  Louis  N.  Bryant,  J.  Rowley,  F.  Northrop, 
Joel  Longstreth,  T.  Weed,  R.  S.  Balliett,  George 
W.  Bemis  and  I.  N.  Clark.  A  committee  of  the  bar 
on  examination  of  applicants  for  admission  to  the 
l)ar  was  then  appointed.  This  committee  comprised 
11.  W  Oniy,  A.  J.  Weaver  and  J.  T).  ILiycs.  On 
tlirir  rcpuit  \V.  IL  Mitchell,  11.  ('.  (Jrillith  iiiid 
Jones  ,M.  McCall  were  admitted.  The  tirst  .suit 
tried  here  was  that  entitled  Percey  Reed  vs.  J.  R. 
Maltby.  Judgment  was  rendered  for  $384.22. 
This  was  followed  by  Jordan  &  Ruffner  vs.  Robbins 
&  Marthis,  Peck  &  Weston  ra.  Cheeney  &  Farmer, 
and  tiie  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany vs.  Clay  County.  The  first  criminal  case  was 
that  of  the  State  vs.  Lorenzo  Snow,  for  assault  and 
battery,  tried  by  B.  F.  Hockett,  Ezra  Brown,  P.  H. 
Manchester,  Isaiah  Alley,  S.  C.  Sloat,  A.  Hardy, 
J.  M  Ramsey,  A.  B.  Smith,  E.  E.  Lake,  Alex. 
WCsldu,  A.  M.  Lathrop  and  J.  F.  Sawtell,  the  first 
petit  jury.  Snow  was  sentenced  to  pay  $10  and  all 
costs,  and  to  be  held  in  Fillmore  County  jail  until 
such  sums  were  paid. 

The  indictment  of  Daniel  A.  Smith  for  assault 
with  intent  to  kill  came  next.  He  was  next  in- 
dicted for  manslaughter,  but  the  trial  was  continued. 
Dr.  M.  \'.  B.  Clarke  and  Attorney  H.  W.  (iray 
were  aiipdinted  commissioners  of  insanity. 

The  second  term  of  court  wiis  opened  in  May, 
1874.  Robert  (r.  Brown  and  A.  A.  McCoy  were 
admitted  to  the  bar,  and  D.  0.  Hull,  W.  H.  Morris 
and  R.  (1.  Hn.wii  were  :ippointed  a  (•(iniinittcc  to 
examine  future  applicants  for  admission.  The  lirsl 
petition  for  divorce  was  presented  liy  Cliailcs  .1. 
Martin,  followed  by  E.  G.  Gla/.iei-.  Susan  Dunncll. 
Hosea  W.  Gray  and  Charles  Clunvh.  who  liascd  tli.' 
cause  of  action  on  the  ilesertiou  hy  or  continued 
absence  of  the  defendants.  William  A.  Fanner.  Iv 
H.  White  and  George  W.  Bemis  were  admitted  to 
the  bar.  The  first  declaration  of  citizenship  was 
made  at  this  session,  by  John  W.  Price,  who  came 
to  the  United  States  with  his  father  when  a  t'hild. 

In  February,  1875,  a  special  term  of  court  was 
held.  Marion  S.  Edgington  and  I.  J.  Starrbnck 
were  admitted  as  members  of  the  bar.  A  few  peti- 
tions for  divorces  were  presented;  the  trial  of  D.  A. 


Smith  was  continued,  and  a  number  of  Indictments 
for  selling  liquor  without  license  and  for  gaming 
returned.  The  injunction  suit  entered  bj-  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company  against 
the  commissioners  was  decided  in  favor  of  the  lat- 
ter, and  the  railroad  company  mulcted  in  costs. 
Joseph  S.  Le  Hew  was  admitted  to  the  bar.  In 
June,  1876,  Judge  S.  B.  Pound  presided  at  the 
court  house  in  Sutton.  The  term  was  given  up  to 
civil  business,  of  which  foreclosures  of  mortgages 
formed  a  large  part.  A  forgery-  case,  and  the  trials 
of  Sorgenson  and  Masterson  for  unnameable  of- 
fenses, occupied  some  time;  while  the  trial  of  D.  A. 
Smith  resulted  in  a  verdict  of  not  guilty. 

The  fal!  term  of  1S70  was  opened  October  2, 
Iiy  Judge  A.  J.  Wea^■er.  A  number  of  persons 
were  admitted  to  citizenship;  the  effort  to  have  school 
taxes  equitably  adjusted  between  the  county  and 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company  was 
successful,  but  the  i'onii)auy  had  flic  tax  for  mill 
bonds  perpetually  enjoined. 

The  summer  term  of  1887  commenced  May  30; 
A.  L.  Lemont,  of  Wisconsin,  was  permitted  to  prac- 
tice here,  also  S.  H.  Sedgewick.  The  business  was 
entirely  of  a  civil  character  as  was  also  the  calendar 
presented  in  N(nember  of  that  year. 

<)n  ^lay  20,  1H7S,  Judge  Gaslin  opened  court  in 
the  Odd  Fellows  Hall,  at  Sutton.  James  R.  Candy 
was  indicted  for  assaulting  Edmund  Coen.  but  his 
ti'ial  was  continued  to  the  next  term,  when  .a  jury 
returned  a  verdict  of  not  guilty.  T.  A.  Barbour  was 
admitteil  to  the  liar.  In  Xovember  Candy  was  suli- 
jected  to  a  second  trial,  found  guilty  and  sentenced 
to  a  one  year's  term  in  State's  prison. 

In  .May.  1879,  Judge  Weaver  presided.  The 
suit  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Itailroad 
Company  against  the  commissioners  was  successful, 
in  that  the  court  decided  that  the  taxes  complained 
of  were  illegal,  except  in  the  amount  of  $3,000,  and 
the  defendants  were  enjoined  from  collecting  the 
taxes  of  1875.  except  such  sum  of  $3,000.  In  No- 
vember Frank  A.  Sweezy  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
and  also  George  W.  I.ienhocker.  In  Xovember, 
1880,  S.  G.  Wilcox  anil  R.  W.  Christy  were  admit- 
ted to  the  bar,  and  an  indictment  against  James 
Moore,  a  negro,  for  an  attempt  to  murder  Johanna 
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Donohue  was  returned;  indictments  were  also  re- 
turned against  John  Frljaur,  for  an  attempt  to  kill 
Henry  Krann.  Both  were  found  guilty.  Urbaur 
was  sentenced  to  a  three  years'  term,  and  jNIoore  to 
a  twelve  years'  term  in  the  penitentiarj';  while  the 
comparatively  innocvious  horse  stealer.  Foreman, 
received  six  years'  imprisonment.  B.  C.  Oyler,  Ar- 
thur Williams  and  F.  W.  Burdick  were  admitted  to 
the  bar  in  JIay.  ISSl.  and  E.  W.  Lewis  in  Novem- 
ber. Andres  M.  .Vndcrsoii  was  indicted  for  murder 
(poisoning-  John  Jdlmsoii);  a  jury  of  whom  II.  J. 
Urant  was  foivman,  rcturniMl  .a  verdict  of  --not 
guilty"  in  .May,  ISSL',  and  the  prisoner  was  dis- 
charged, 

A  g,„Ml  deal  of  the  lime  of  the  court  in  1882 
was  given  to  the  aibuission  of  residents  to  United 
States  citizenship,  and  not  a  little  to  petitions  for 
divorce.  A  few  indictments  for  horse  stealing  were 
presented  and  several  for  illegal  sale  of  liquor.  The 
injunction  suit  entered  by  the  Chicago,  Burlington 
&  Quincy  Railroail  ('onii»any.  to  restrain  the  com- 
missioners of  Clay  County  from  collecting  court 
house  and  jail  tax  ($(il9.53),  was  successful,  and 
the  tax  was  declared  illegal  by  Judge  Morris.  In 
May,  1883,  J.  L.  Epperson  and  ('.  J,  Martin  were 
admitted  members  of  the  bar;  in  October.  1884.  H. 
H.  Hendee  was  admitted,  and  in  May,  1S85,  J.  B. 
Cessna,  of  the  supreme  court  bar,  was  admitted  to 
the  bar  of  this  district;  Charles  K.  Hart  of  the  New 
York  Uar  was  also  admitted.  The  indictment  for 
murder  against  John  Taylor  was  presented  at  this 
term,  and  in  INIay.  ISSil,  an  indictment  against  Wil- 
liam Taylor  was  returned.  ,\  verdict  of  "not 
guilty  "  was  returned  in  eai-li  cast'.  The  boys  were 
subsequently  indicted  for  injuring  fences  and  other 
property.  In  May.  1S87,  the  liquor  cases  were  pre- 
sented in  number,  and  petitions  for  divorce  or  for 
modification  of  former  petitions,  helped  to  swell  the 
volume  of  civil  business.  In  October,  1887,  infor- 
mation for  the  murder  of  Fred  Dickraan  was  entered 
against  August  Mentz.  He  was  found  guilty  of 
murder  in  the  second  degree,  October  26,  1887,  by 
a  jury  of  whom  George  E.  Birge  was  foreman, 
and  was  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  twelve  yeai's, 
to  be  kept  in  solitary'  confinement  on  July  11)  of  each 
year.      E,  E.  Hairgrove,  C.  J.   Bills  and  Morris  H. 


Pope  were  admitted  to  the  bar  May  15,  1888;  a  year 
later  H.  N.  Hairgrove  and  Edward  P.  Mitchell  were 
admitted.  The  officers  of  the  court  at  the  close  of 
1889  were  judge,  Hon.  W.  H.  Morris;  county  attor- 
ney. J.  L.  Epperson;  reporter,  S,  A.  Searle;  clerk, 
J.  E.  Wheeler;  sheriff,  PI  D.  Davis.  The  memliers 
of  the  bar  were  J.  L.  Epperson,  R.  G.  Brown,  B, 
F.  McLoney,  E.  E.  Hairgrove,  E,  A.  Mitchell.  T, 
A.  Barbour,  S.  W.  Christy,  T.  H.  Matters.  W.  iV 
Shockey,  Charles  Epperson.  William  M.  Clark,  L. 
P.  Cnmch,  L.  G.  Kurd,  W.  S.  Prickett.  G.  W. 
Bemis,  E.  P.  Burnett,  M.  S.  Edgington,  H.  M, 
Pope,  W.  jM.  Hairgrove,  Hartigan  &  Albright. 

The  law  circle  of  Sutton,  up  to  1882,  included 
Robert  G.  Brown,  who  settled  here  in  ISTl,  lb' 
tried  the  first  law  suit  in  this  county  before  Judge 
J.  R.  Maltby,  November  2,  1871,  the  case  being 
that  of  James  S.  Schermerhorn  vs.  David  P.  Jayue, 
and  the  fee  was  $10.  He  was  a  delegate  to  the 
National  Repulilican  Convention,  held  at  Cincinnati 
in  June.  lS7(i.  Ilosea  W.  Gray,  who  settled  here 
May  4.  1871.  was  also  concerned  in  this  law  suit. 
He  formed  a  partnership  with  A.  A.  McCoy  in  March. 
1874;  J.  S,  l>e  Hew  was  admitted  in  1875.  John  K 
Bagley  began  |uactiee  September  4.  1874.  and  E.  H. 
White  in  May.  IS74,  He  came  here  in  July,  1873, 
from  York,  Ncli. .  where  he  established  the  York 
Monitor.  He  was  interested  in  the  Times  and 
Globe.  G.  W.  Bemis  was  also  here,  while  J.  L. 
and  W.  F.  Stone  settled  here  August  1,  1879. 

On  March  30,  1885,  Herbert  H.  Hyde,  Rees  T. 
Rees.  John  Llewellyn.  David  Burnett,  George  Van 
Gilder  and  Harvey  Barnhart  were  brought  to  trial 
for  the  lynching  of  Jones  and  Mrs,  Taylor,  Judge 
Burnett  presided.  Col.  Dilworth  and  John  1). 
Hayes,  of  Hastings.  R.  G.  Brown,  of  Sutton,  and 
T.  H.  Matters,  of  Harvard,  represented  the  State; 
Messrs.  Reagan,  of  Hastings,  L.  G.  Hurd,  of  Har- 
vard, and  J.  L.  Epperson,  of  Fairfield,  the  defend- 
ants. Old  Mrs.  Jones,  aged  66,  was  one  of  the 
principal  witnesses,  but  the  evidence  was  not  suf- 
ficient to  convict  and  so  Judge  Burnett  declared  the 
prisoners  to  be  free.  Clay  Center  was  almost  as 
full  of  people  as  was  the  court  room,  and  the  oi-der 
of  the  court  was  recei\ed  with  cheers  within  and 
without. 
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The  execution  of  Mrs.  Eliziihetli  A.  Tiiylor*  and 
Tom  Jones  took  place  March  15,  1885.  It  appears 
tliat  about  1  o'clock  that  morning  a  party  of  fifty 
men   arrived   at   the   sod-house   ranche  of  old    Mrs. 

.loni's  (four  and  one-half  miles  southeast  of  Spriui; 
ItMUehe  .Mills),  m..tluT  of  Tom  and  sister.  A  call 
was  made  on  the  inmates  to  eviieuale  the  house, 
whieh.  fur  a  time  was  unheeded  hut  was  ultimately 
ac<-ede(l  to.  A  numlier  of  persons,  iiicludiuu  \\'il- 
liani  Foster,  or  Texas  Bill.  Nelson  Celley,  N.  ('. 
Clark  and  one  Ferrel  presented  themselvi's  and 
were  made  prisoners,  then  came  Tom  Jones,  Mrs. 
Taylor  and  Luther  Wiggins,  a  hoy  herder,  who  came 
three  weeks  before  from  Hastings,  so  that  old  Mrs. 
Jones  and  Mrs.  Taylor's  child  were  the  only  persons 
left  in  the  sod-house.  The  mob  carried  the  persons 
about  one-fourth  of  a  mile  from  the  building  and 
made  an  attempt  to  extort  a  confession  from  them. 
.Mrs.  Taylor  is  said  to  have  acknowledged  that  her 

crowd  maivhed  the  prisoners  to  t  lie  bridge  over  the 
Blue,  near  tlir  s,«bli,nise,  wlieiv  .Mrs.  Taylor  and 
Jones  jirayiMJ  jomlly  in  tlie  Welsh  language  for  some 
minutes,  when  they  were  letl  under  the  bridge  and 
hanged.  The  other  prisoners  were  brought  to  the 
house  of  R.  T.  Rees,  where  N.  C.  Clark  was 
(n-dered  to  leave  the  country  at  once,  and  the  others 
told  it  would  be  well  for  them  to  leave  also. 

In  the  morning  Nelson  Celley  returned  to  the  sod- 
house  to  feed  the  stock  and  saw  the  bodies  dangling 
from  the  bridge.  Later  the  boy,  Barker,  was  sent 
out  Uy  give  information,  when  Joseph  Meehan,  John 
Quinn,  Ed  Young  and  Ed  Rollins  repaired  to  the 
scene.  Mr.  Meehan  ordered  the  bodies  to  be  left 
there  until  the  arrival  of  the  coroner.  A  jury,  com- 
posed of  J.  C.  Ward,  Jacob  Eller,  Cal  Earnest, 
James  Leitch,  H.  M.  Goldsmith  and  M.  Wilimau. 
with  Jesse  F.  Eller,  coroner,  found  that  death  ensued 
from  hanging,  the  act  being  done  by  persons  un- 
known. The  ropes  used  were  ordinary  mule  halters. 
Evidently  the  ropes  were  placed  round  the  victims' 
necks  while  standing  on  the  ground,  then  drawn 
across  the  stringers  of  the  bridge  and  pulled  upon 
by  the  executioners  until  the  man  ami  woman  were 
strangled. 

In  former  pages  references  are  made  to  the  mur- 


ders perpetrated  in  this  county,  and  the  action  of  the 
court  in  the  trial  (.)f  the  alh^ged  murderers  related.  In 
the  pioneer  chapter  and  in  the  pages  devoted  to  the 
cities  of  the  county  the  many  stiri'ing  encounters 
with  the  Indians  .and  deaths  residting  therefrom,  as 

During  the  winter  oC  l88:-{  Mark  Fercival  was 
frozen  to  death  while  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 
The  widow  brought  suil  .against  one  of  the  persons 
who  sold  her  husband  liipior,  and  in  the  fall  of  1885 
a  \erdict  for  §2.5(1(1  was  gi\en.  the  trial  taking 
place  before  Judge  Morris,  of  Clay  Center. 

The  murder  of  John  Roberts,  of  Spring  Ranche. 
was  perpetrated  January  8,  1885.  The  first  reports 
of  this  crime  credited  it  to  the  Taylors,  as  Mrs.  Tay- 
lor, a  Welsh  woman,  threatened  the  Welsh  man. 
Roberts,  with  punishment  if  he  dared  to  take  any 
timber  from  an  eighty-acre  tract  which  she  claimed 
on  the  Blue. 

Elijah  Smith,  an  old  resident  of  Logan  Town- 
ship, while  engaged  in  burning  an  old  straw  stack, 
was  burned  to  death  in  1885. 

Mrs.  Joseph  Warner,  who  resided  five  miles 
south  of  Edgar,  was  poisoned  liy  aconite  in  Novem- 
ber, 1885. 

The  railroad  disaster  at  Deweese  occurred  Octo- 
ber 19,  1880.  It  appears  a  construction  traiu  back- 
ing down  to  Deweese,  carrying  ninety-five  men  to 
dinner,  struck  a  bull  near  the  house  of  George  Shep- 
pard.  The  cars  were  thrown  from  the  track  into 
the  draw  twenty  feet,  killing  six  men  and  wounding 
several.  The  names  of  the  killed  wei-e:  R.  H.  Mar- 
vin, hotel-keeper  at  Deweese;  George  Bufke,  St. 
Louis:  Dennis  O'Conner. Weston.  Mo,:  Dennis  Ham- 
ilton. ,\li.lii-aii:  l!ol„a-|  Collins.  Ki,o|an.l.  and 
Thomas  Kelly.      lOight  others  siittenMl  s,.veiv  mjiiries. 

John  llarvonic  committed  suicide  in  November. 
1884. 

Fred  Ronzo  committed  suicide  in  September, 
1887,  while  imprisoned  at  Clay  Center,  pending  his 
trial  for  attempting  to  kill  his  wife. 

James  McCullough  committed  suicide  by  stati- 
bing  in  May,  1889.  The  scene  of  this  tragedy  is 
eight  miles  northeast  of  Glenville. 
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Jesse  Gordon,  the  eight  year  old  son  of  Charles 
Gordon,  was  buried  in  the  corn  iiopper  at  Minor's 
ele^-ator  and  smothered  to  death. 

The  aecident  at  Sutton.  Ortoher  18.  18S7.  re- 
sulted in  the  d.';itli  <.f  the  ciiiht  .ve:u-  old  son  of 
(ieorge  Conn.  Tlir  hny  :itti'uiiitiMl  to  jump  on  a 
moving  train.  Iml  lulling  had  i>w  :nin  and  lioth  legs 
eut  off  instantly,  as  if  liy  a  knilV.  Before  he  could 
he  rescued  he  was  stru.'k  liy  a  l.olt  and  killiMl. 

W.  R.  Prosser  was  killeil  liy  the  ear.s  at  Hansen 
in  March,  1887. 

In  .Vugust.  1889,  a  three  year  old  sou  of  T.  G. 
Dnuike  wandered  into  a  field  of  sowed  corn  which 
his  father  was  engaged  in  cutting  down.  The  child 
was  hidden  in  the  edge  of  the  thick  heavy  growth, 
so  that  the  father  drove  by,  the  unfeeling  mower 
cutting  off  the  boy's  feet  as  readily  as  it  cut  dowu 
the  corn.  A  sister  sent  in  search  of  the  little  one 
found  him  covered  in  the  stalks,  and  gave  the 
alarm.  Dr.  Ray  was  summoned,  but  could  not 
save  the  boy. 

The  first  election  for  Clay  County  was  held  Oc- 
tober 14,  1871.  A.  K.  Marsh,  P.  0.  Norman  and 
A.  A.  Corey  received  55  votes  each  for  county  com- 
missioners, and  F.  Shaw.  ^I.  L.  Latham  and  G.  W. 
Lang-ford,  33  votes  each,  while  C.  H.  Calkins  re- 
ceived 2  votes.  The  contest  for  the  position  of 
county  clerk  was  between  F.  M.  Brown,  who 
ireceived  5-t,  and  F.  M.  Davis,  who  received  33 
votes.  J.  Hollingsworth  and  J.  C.  Sloat  received  a 
similar  vote  for  the  office  of  treasurer;  for  probate 
judge,  J.  R.  Maltby  received  55,  L.  J.  Kearney,  16, 
and  E.'  Brown,  12.  P.  T.  Kearney  received  59 
votes  for  sheriff  and  B.  E.  Royce.  28;  R.  S.  Fitz- 
gerald 58  for  surveycn- and  (!.  \V.  X(>lilo.:!;V.  James 
Schemmerhorn  55  for  scIkkiI  superintendent  and  L. 
N.  Bryant,  33;  J.  Stienmetz  55  for  coroner  and  A. 
S.  Willis,  33.     For  judges  of  election,  R.    L.   Gau, 

C.  H.  Calkins  and  L.  French  received  56,  and  L. 
Thayer.  J.  Flynn  an<l  E.  Brown.  33.  Thomas  T. 
Gau  and   H.    B..  Hull,  received   each  56   votes,  and 

D.  W.  Evans,  33,  for  clerks  of  elections.  There 
were  56  votes  cijst  in  favor  of  Sutton  as  the  country 
seal;  24  in  favor  of  the  geographical  center;  8  in 
favor  of  Section  34,  Township  8,  Range  7.  and  1  in 
favor  of  Section  S,  Township  5,  Range  8. 


The  elections  of  l.S 7 2  show  254  votes  for  S.  A. 
Strickland  ami  tw,.  ..thcrs.  and  31  votes  for  Edward 
Creighton  and  two  others,  for  [nesidential  electors; 
L.  Crounse  received  1114  and  .J.  F.  'Wanner,  64.  for 
Congress;  Henry  Koenig,  192  and  F.  W.  Holiman. 
64,  for  State  treasurer;  N.  K.  Griggs,  195,  and  I. 
W.  Vore.  63.  for  Senator  of  Twelfth  district;  J.  E. 
Cranicr,  ]'X>.  for  representative.  Thirteenth  district; 
A.  Tracy.  147.  and  R.  G.  Brenn,  106,  for  treasurer; 
M.  L.  Latham.  169.  and  D.  M.  Nettleton.  79.  com- 
missioner. 

The  elections  of  October,  1873,  resulted  as  fol- 
lows: E.  P.  Burnett,  375,  Mark  Pereival,  128,  can- 
didates for  probate  judge;  F.  M.  Davis,  306,  and 
A.  Tracy,  227,  for  treasurer;  F.  M.  Brown,  280. 
and  R.  L.  Gau,  230,  for  clerk;  R.  Bayly,  266;  and 
W.  R.  Stephens,  249,  for  commissioner,  long  term; 
Ezra  Brown,  317,  and  O.  G.  Peck,  205,  commis- 
sioner, short  term;  J.  T.  Fleming,  308,  and  J.  P. 
Scott,  154,  surveyor;  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  304,  and 
Daniel  Cronin,  224,  sheriff;  Martin  Clark,  390,  and 
P.  Nagle,  143,  coroner;  D.  W.  Garver,  390,  and  .1. 
S.  Schemmerhorn,  135,  school  superintendent. 

In  1874,  Lorenzo  Crounse  received  378,  and  J 
W.  Savage,  168,  for  Congress;  while  Patrick 
O'Hawes  received  378,  for  the  office  of  contingent 
congressman;  Silas  Garber  received  379,  and  A. 
Tuxbury,  164,  for  governor;  N.  K.  Griggs,  375, 
and  R.  P.  Stein,  170,  for  Senator  Twelfth  district; 
Albinus  Nance,  374,  and  G.  H.  Peebles,  168,  for 
representative  Thirteenth  district;  C.  M.  Turner. 
319,  and  George  Stewart,  211,  for  commissioner. 
The  question  of  holding  a  constitutional  convention 
received  292  votes,  and  was  opposed  by  one. 

In  April,  1875,  M. 'W.Wilcox  was  given  317,  and 
W.  S.  Randall*  255  votes,  candidates  for  represent- 
ing the  district  in  convention.  On  August  14,  that 
year,  1,092  votes  were  cast  (2  scattering),  on  the 
question  of  re-locating  the  county  seat,  and  on  Sep- 
tember 24.  1.210  votes  were  east,  as  follows: 
August  election — Sutton,  313;  Harvard,  349;  Fair- 
field, 282;  Clay  Center,  146.  September  election — 
Sutton,  497;  Harvard,  391;  Fairfield.  322. 
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The  oeneral  elections  of  Oc-tober.  1S75,  show 
725  votes  for  A.  J.  Weaver  for  jiiilge  of  First  dis- 
trict; 572  for  J.  W.  EUer,  and  15(1  for  W.  O.  Ham- 
lin for  lUstrict  atttjrney;  78(5  for  and  3  against  new 
constitution;  773  for  and  3  against  arti<-lc  relating 
to  seat  of  government,  and  a  similar  xotc  on  tin- 
article  allowing  elections  to  express  tlunr  preferences 
for  United  States  Senator.  E.  P.  Burnett  received 
551,  J.  S.  Le  Hew,  203,  and  H.  W.  Short,  154 
votes  for  count}-  judge;  Ezra  Brown,  475,  and  Joseph 
Flick,  325  for  commissioner;  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  473; 
F.  M.  Brown,  194,  and  J.  M.  Ramsey,  109  votes 
for  county  clerk;  F.  M.  Davis,  SOS  votes  for  treas- 
urer: 0.  P.  Alexander,  494;  B.  R.  Royce,  275,  and 
W.  D.  Aikens,  30,  for  sheriff;  T.  W.  Brookbank, 
7S2,  and  M.  S.  Edgington,  16,  for  superintendent 
of  schools;  M.  S.  Edgington,  G52.  and  (leorge  Nuss, 
92,  for  sur\'eyor;  and  JIartin  Clark  was  elected 
coroner. 

In  October,  1876,  the  vote  on  rc-locati.ni  of 
county  seat  shows  precisely  the  same  ligurcs  as  in 
September,  1875,  for  Sutton  and  Har\:u(l.  and  355 
votes  for  Fairfield,  or  32  above  the  iminlier  given  in 
1875. 

The  November  elections  of  1876  show  1,036 
votes  tor  A.  H.  Connor  and  two  others;  341  for  S. 
H.  Calhoun  and  others,  and  4  for  H.  L.  Lally  and 
others,  presidential  electors.  For  Congress,  Frank 
Walsh  received  991,  Joseph  HoUman,  344,  and 
Marvin  Warren,  43.  Silas  Garber  and  Paren  Eng- 
land received  the  respective  part}'  vote  for  governor; 
F.  M.  Davis  and  Henry  Grebe  for  land  commis- 
sioner; John  P.  Maule  and  B.  S.  Malona  for  district 
attorney;  Marcus  W.  Wilcox,  1,042,  and  Richard 
H.  Wirts,  347  for  Senator  of  Twenty-third  district; 
James  W.  Small,  585,  Algie  S.  Hill,  527,  and  F. 
W.  Holman,  264  for  representative  of  Twenty-third 
district:  Julius  0.  Chase,  1,044,  O.  G.  Peck,  356, 
representative  Fifty-second  district;  W.  S.  Randall, 
1 ,045,  and  Henry  T.  Hoyt,  353  for  treasurer;  Rich- 
ard Bayly,  1,055,  and  C.  H.  Amey,  342  for  com- 
missioner Third  district.  The  county  seat  re-loca- 
tion question  was  brought  forward  at  this  time,  Har- 
\ard  receiving  802,  and  Sutton  606  votes. 

In  November,  1877,  Francis  Northrop  receiA^ed 
470.   and   George   H.    Vanduyne   354    for  commis- 


sioner; Ezra  E.  Howard,  580,  and  Joseph  Flick,  300 
for  clerk;  William  S.  Randall,  572,  and  John  G. 
Glazier,  310  for  treasurer;  A.  J.  McPeak,  449,  and 
George  S.  Alcorne,  416  for  sheriff;  E.  P.  Burnett, 
663  for  judge;  William  A.  Gunn,  506,  and  John  T. 
Fleming,  344  for  surveyor;  J.  D.  Newell,  597,  and 
Dr.  E.  Brewer,  262  for  su|)crintcn.lent  of  schools: 
Dr.  Martin  Clark,  :)T:),  and  rii;ili  II.  llalliek.  2(1:! 
for  corbner. 

The  election  of  1S7S  shows  S48  votes  for  E.  K. 
Valentine  and  3(11  for  J.  \V.  Davis,  candidates  for 
Congress,  845  for  A.  Nance,  and  294  for  T.  B.  Par- 
ker, governor;  911  for  F.  M.  Davis,  and  217  for 
James  McCready.  land  commissioner:  630  for  John 
P.  Maule.  and  4S5  for  John  Saxon  for  district 
attorney:  Sdl  for  John  F.  Coulter  for  senator. 
Twenty-third  l>istriel;  S  t,"i  t'.n-  .M,  S,  Price,  represen- 
tative Fifty  sec.ii.l  hisiiiet;  (is  I  lor  II.  A.  Draper, 
and  474  for  yU4y\\\  Kstes.  representative  Twenty- 
third  District;  835  for  \V.  !!.  Hamilton,  and  284  for 
Jl.  Flynn,  commissioner  Second   District. 

In  January,  1879,  there  were  2l!ll  \ote.s  for  and 
5  against  the  issue  of  bonds  in  llaivard  |ii-eeiuet 
On  January  13.  the  vote  on  the  re-loeali<in  of  county 
seat  was  recorded.  Clay  Center  received  1,293,  and 
Harvard  1.015.  .\t  this  time  73  votes  were  given 
for  the  issue  of  county  bonds,  and  2,217  against 
such  issue. 

An  election  on  the  question  of  re-location  of 
seat  of  justice  was  held  February  24,  1879,  when 
1 ,376  votes  were  recorded  for  the  center  east  half  of 
the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  1.  Township  6, 
Range  7,  and  561  for  Harvard.  There  were  1 ,339 
votes  cast  in  favor  of  court  house  and  jail  tax,  and 
572  against  such  a  tax. 

On  April  9,  1879,  Clay  Center  received  1,376 
and  Harvard  1,106  votes  in  the  matter  of  re-location 
of  county  seat.  There  were  1 ,339  votes  recorded 
for  courthouse  tax  and  1,117  votes  against  it 

The  vote  of  Edgar  precinct,  August  25,  1879. 
on  the  question  of  issuing  $12,000  bonds  in  aid  of 
the  Nebraska  &  Kansas  City  Railroad,  was  148 
for,  and  18  against. 

In  November  the  now  familiar  "re-location" 
question  was  re-presented.  Clay  Center  received 
1,967,  and  Harvard  1,867  votes;  A.  J.  Weaver  re- 
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oeived  2,736,  ami  W.  P.  Connor.  1,098  votes  for 
judge  of  First  district;  II.  Bayly  received  2.488,  and 
K.  Brewer  1,213  votes  for  commissioner;  W.  J.  Kel- 
ler 2,257,  and  E.  E.  Howard  1,576,  for  clerk.  D. 
T.  Phillips  2.236,  and  A.  B.  Canfield  1,579,  for 
clerk  of  district  court;  (i.  H.  Van  Duyne  2,461,  and 
W.  S.  Randall  1,363,  for  treasurer;  J.  P.  Nixon. 
2,423,  andC.  A.  Melvin  1,377,  for  shcritl:  E  P. 
Burnett  2,686,  and  John  Converse  1,1(11 .  for  county 
judge;  A.  T.  Wright  2,724,  and  M.  S.  Edgington 
1,038,  for  surveyor;  I.  D.  Newell  2.668,  and  J.  B. 
Royce  1 ,148,  for  superintendents  of  schools;  George 
Nuss  2,383,  and  Martin   Clark    1,433,  for  coroner. 

The  vote  for  presidential  electors  in  1880  was 
1,517  for  James  Laird,  520  for  James  E.  Boyd, 
and  62  for  W.  W.  Connor.  E.  K.  Valentine,  James 
E.  North  and  Allen  Root  received  a  party  vote  for 
Congress;  Nance,  Tipton  and  Williams  for  governor; 
Alexander,  Johnson  and  Allen  for  secretary,  and 
W.  H.  Morris,  J.  S.  Le  Hew  and  W.  S.  Prickett  for 
district  attorney.  J.  B.  Dinsmore  received  1 .324, 
0.  G.  Peck,  642,  and  J.  L.  Epperson,  96  for  sena- 
tor. Twenty-third  district;  W.  B.  Gray,  1,516,  H. 
H.  Brown,  410,  and  D.  McKay,  55  for  respresenta- 
tive,  Fifty-second  district;  J.  H.  Case,  1,516,  James 
M.  Flynn,  486,  and  J.  Mulligan,  57  for  representa- 
tive of  Twenty-third  district;  Cyrus  Stayner,  1,132, 
and  Jacob  Steinmetz,  808  for  commissioner. 

In  1881  Nels  Anderson  received  1 ,738  votes  for 
representative  of  Fift3-secon(l  distrirt,  (i.  II.  Van 
Duyne,  985,  and  J.  E.  Wheeler.  792.  tor  treasurer; 
L.  F.  Fryar,  1,044,  and  J.  P.  Nelson,  736,  for 
clerk;  J.  ¥.  Nixon,  908,  and  T.  R.  Elder,  872,  for 
sheriff;  E,  P.  Burnett,  1,314,  for  judge;  I.  D. 
Newell,  1,056,  and  Mrs.  W.  A.  Cornell,  701,  for 
superintendent  of  schools;  L.  A.  Varner,  1,295,  and 
George  S,  Ward,  495,  for  surveyor;  J.  G.  Nuss, 
1,325,  and  L.  J.  Forney,  457,  for  coroner;  Ezra 
Brown,  1,347,  and  C.  A.  Canfield,  433,  for  com- 
missioner. 

The  vote  of  1882  shows  970  for  James  W. 
Dawes,  312  for  J.  S,  Morton,  and  555  for  E.  P. 
ingersoll,  candidates  for  governor;  983  for  W.  H. 
:\lorris,  and  852  for  R.  W.  Sabiu,  district  attorney; 
!i(iS  for  James  Laird,  234  for  F.  A.  Harmon,  and 
612  for  S.  V.  Moore,  Congress;  866  for  Ezra  Brown, 


229  for  Dwight  Monlock.  and  73(1  f.ir  .1.  L.  Epper- 
son, State  Senator;  7(i(;  for  D.  M.  Nettleton.  732 
fori].  E.  Howard,  303  for  F.  C.  Matteson,  263  for 
A.  T.  Gilchrist,  597  for  A.  M.  Lathrop,  501  for 
Marion  Hart,  candidates  for  representatives;  1 ,501 
for  E.  G.  (Jrofl'.  surveyor;  973  for  James  M.  Farley. 
312  for  Richard  Bayly,  and  538,  for  M.  A.  Han- 
cock, coiniiiissioner.  The  suffrage  amendment  was 
lost  in  tills  county. 

In  November,  1883,  (J.  W.  Bemis  received 
1.117,  J.  W.  Eller,599,  and  J.  W.  Boden,  13  votes 
for  the  office  of  district  attorney;  W.  H.  Morris. 
1,113,  and  R.  A.  Batty,  627,  for  judge  of  district; 
George  F.  Dickson,  1,182,  and  J.  P.  Nixon,  552, 
for  treasurer;  L.  F.  Fryar,  1,189,  and  Henry  Dal- 
ton,  549, for  clerk;  C.  J.  Martin,  1,202,  and  Charles 
•Hjehn,  545,  for  clerk  of  court;  J.  R.  Kidd,  1,1.33. 
and  George  Krell,  606,  for  sheriff;  E.  P.  Burnett. 
1,712,  for  county  judge;  A.  A.  Randall,  1,188.  and 
Erwin  Ramsey,  553,  for  superintendent  of  schools; 
E.  G.  Groff,  1,727, for  surveyor;  Jesse  Eller,  1 ,159, 
and  \V.  A.  Difson,  583,  for  coroner;  Fred  Gross- 
haus,  1  .(;:;,-),  William  Xcuton.  I  .  1 2.S.  \V.  II.  Ham- 
mond. (i24.  foi'  conimis.siom'is  of  First  and  Second 
districts;  for  township  organization  S7().  against 
such  organization,  374. 

The  vote  for  governor  in  1884.  shows  1.(177.  for 
J.  W.  Dawes,  839  for  J.  S.  Morton,  and  Id.:,  for 
J.  G.  Miller;  James  Laird  received  1.240  for  Con- 
gress, and  J.  H.  Stickel,  1,132;  Ezra  Brown,  1,701, 
and  A.  J.  Orendorf,  450,  for  Senator;  D.  M.  Net- 
tleton, 1,727,  Ezra  E.  Howard,  1,640,  John  M. 
Surroek,  827,  and  John  Benson,  713,  for  represen- 
tatives; Joseph  Meyer,  1,565,  D.  Gotheridge,  425, 
and  A.  M.  Latliri>i).  47.').  for  commissioner;  Man- 
ford  Savage.  l.OO'.l,  and  W  A.  Hambel,  792,  for 
district  attorney.  The  vote  cast  for  presidential 
electors  was  as  follows:  Patrick  Hines  and  four 
others,  816;  R.  B.  Harrington  and  four  others, 
1,679.  and  :\l.  J.  Garrett,  and  four  others.  104 
votes. 

The  elections  of  November,  1885,  show  1,244 
Republican,  547  Democratic,  and  226  Prohibition 
votes,  recorded  for  Richard  Damsted,  W,  J.  Cox 
and  A.  M.  Lathrop,  respectivelj-,  candidates  for 
county  judge;    1.158  for  J.  R.  Kidd,  646  for  Pat. 
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rick  K.  Sullivan,  and  2(13  for  J.  F,  Pinkerton,  can- 
didates for  sheriflf;  J.  F.  Eller  received  1,204,  W. 
J.  Bacon,  577,  and  L.  B.  Edward,  204,  for  coroner; 
George  F.  Dickson,  1,269,  L.  T.  Clark,  499,  and 
J.  E.  Hopper,  247,  for  treasurer;  E.  G.  Groff, 
1,246,  John  Bonekemper,  560,  and  J.  Worrick, 
212,  for  surveyor;  A.  A.  Randall,  1,265,  and  Ches- 
ter Wright,  212,  for  superintendent  of  schools;  L. 
F.  Fryar,  1,282,  D.  R.  Hughes,  548,  and  J.  B. 
Sanderson,  195,  for  county  clerk;  Joseph  Meyer, 
1,183,  H.  C.  Brown,  595,  and  C.  E.  Rockhill,  240, 
for  commissioner  of  Second  district;  J.  M.  Farley, 
1,195,  John  Campbell,  581,  and  George  Ilift',  237, 
for  commissioner  Third  district.  At  this  time  can- 
didates for  the  office  of  register  of  deeds  received 
the  following  votes:  0.  W.  Birmingham,  1,195,  E. 
D.  Judd,  13,  and  John  Buerman,  106.  The  nomi- 
nations were  made  in  good  faith,  hut  owing  to  error 
in  the  engrossing  bill  creating  the  office,  the  election 
was  declared  null  and  void. 

The  election  of  the  question  of  granting  ai<l  to 
the  Kansas  City  &  Omaha  Railroad  Coniiwiiy  was 
held  on  September  7,  1886.  School  Civck  voUmI 
$5,000  by  129  for,  1  contra;  Sutton  voted  s;l'(i,0(MI 
by  352  for,  12  contra;  Lone  Tree  voted  $12,000  by 
187  for,  and  24  contra;  Lewis  voted  $8,000  by  132 
for,  35  contra,  and  Fairfield  voted  $20,000  by  305 
for,  and  88  contra. 

The  elections  of  November,  lSS(i.  siiow  1,137 
votes  for  James  Laird,  788  for  \\illi;mi  A.  Mc- 
Keighan,  and  337  for  C.  S.  Uanisoii,  candidates 
for  Congress;  1,430  for  John  M.  Thayer,  636  for 
James  E.  North,  and  276  for  H.  W.  Hardy,  guber- 
luitional  candidates;  1,397  for  Gilbert  L.  Laws,  645 
for  Ricliard  Thompson,  and  2S1  for  R.  .1.  O'Neill, 
candidates  for  State  secretary.  There  were  l,0(i9 
votes  received  liy  R.  G.  Brown,  730  by  V.  ('.  Mat- 
teson,  and  483  by  0.  C.  Hubbell,  for  senator  of  the 
Twenty-fourth  district;  1,261  by  W.  S.  Randall, 
1,367  by  William  Newton,  668  by  Henry  Ualton, 
680  by  L.  D.  Hinies,  333  by  E.  T.  Cassell,  and  269 
by  A.  Livingston,  for  representatives  of  the  Forty- 
second  district;  B.  F.  McLoney  received  1,359, 
William  M.  Clark,  666,  and  W.  B.  Gord,  281  for 
county  attorney;  Francis  Abbey,  1,189;  J.  W. 
Hart,  792,  and  A.  J.  Davis,  331  for  commissioner. 


A  scattering  vote  was  cast  for  C.  H.  Van  Wyck, 
James  Laird  and  A.  J.  Weaver,  showing  preference 
for  United  States  senator.  The  proposed  amend- 
ment to  the  constitution  relating  to  Legislative  de- 
partment received  1 ,259  votes,  and  was  opposed  by 
82. 

On  March  26,  1887,  the  proposition  by  Spring 
Ranche  to  grant  $7,000  aid  to  the  Kansas  City  & 
Omaha  Railroad  received  111  votes,  while  52  op- 
posed it.  On  April  12,  1887,  Lincoln  precinct  gave 
126  votes  in  favor  of  granting  $7,000  aid  to  the 
Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  22  against  such  aid;  Harvard  precinct 
voted  .$25,000,  by  290  votes  for  and  7  contra;  In- 
land precinct  voted  $10,000,  l)y  93  for  and  63 
contra. 

The  elections  of  November,  1887,  show  1,609 
votes  for  W.  H.  Morris,  and  284  for  I  E.  Vale, 
candidate  for  judge  of  the  Fifth  Judicial  District. 
For  county  treasurer,  William  Walters  received 
1.304,  Peter  Griess,  886,  and  J.  F..  Johnson,  262; 
for  clerk,  L.  F.  Fryar  received  1,581,  H.  S.  Free- 
man, 618,  and  C.  J.  Scott,  245;  for  county  clerk, 
J.  E.  Wheeler,  1,456,  George  S.  Ward,  697,  and 
J.  A.  Davis,  298;  for  sheriff,  E.  D.  Davis,  1,465, 
J.  P.  Nixon,  764,  Abbott  Hardy,  215:  for  county 
judge,  W.  H.  Canfield,  1,531,  J.  f':iiiii,Iicll,  633. 
and  John  W.  Shirley,  281;  for  c.iimiiissi,,ii,T.  Jo 
seph  Meyer,  1,198,  M.  V.  Corey,  922,  an. I  A.  .M. 
Lathrop,  318;  for  superintendent  of  schools,  J.  N. 
Hursh,  1,170,  Marion  Thrasher,  1,050,  and  J.  H. 
Stark,  234;  for  coroner,  S.  M.  Elder,  1,520,  George 
Krell,  637,  and  J.  E.  Spatz,  296;  for  surveyor,  E. 
G.  Grofi;  1,536,  J.  J.  Bonekemper,  626,  and 
Chester  Wright,  284. 

The  vote  for  presidential  electors,  in  1888,  was 
2,091  (R),  995  (D),  303  (P),  and  12  (U  L);  for  gov- 
ernor, John  M.  Thayer  received  2,030  (R),  John  A. 
McShane,  1,060  (D),  George  E.  Bigelow,  310  (P), 
and  I)avi<l  Butler,  9  (U  L);  for  Congress,  James 
Laird  received  1,931  (R),  W.  G.  Hastings,  1 ,090  (D), 
and  George  Scott,  347  (P);  for  senator  Twciity-fil'th 
district,  L.  G.  Hurd  received  2,040  (I!).  C.oiov  II 
Van  Duyne,  1,023  (D),  and  W.  R.  Sniitlu  III  4  {]'): 
for  representatives  Forty-second  district,  S.  W. 
Christy  and  C.  W.  Bortis,  2,058  (R),   L.  L.  John- 
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son  and  John  G.  Glazier,  1,(113  (D),  J.  E.  Spatz  and 
L.  T.  Van  Cleve,  320  (P);  for  commissioner  First 
district  A.  C.  Be.'lv  2,060  (R),  N.  A.  Overturf, 
997  (D).  and  L.  B.  Elword,  303  (P);  for  commis- 
sioner Third  district,  Jesse  F.  Eller,  2,065  (R),  S. 
McKelvie,  1,014  (D),  and  L.  H.  Ingersoll,  307  (P); 
for  county  attorney,  J.  L.  Epperson,  2,131  (R),  and 
W.  M.  Clark,  1 ,023,  (D).  The  preference  vote  for 
United  State  Senator  was  given  William  G.  Ollinger. 
The  vote  taken  in  November.  1888,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  township  organization  was  as  follows: 

Townships.      Tor.  Contra.     Townsliips.      For.  Contra. 

SpIkxiI  CriH'k.  '.)3  40     .Sheridan li.i         17 

Lincoln 14.-)  —     Marshall 38        69 

Harvard 37i;  3.')  Lone  Tree ...  109  124 

Lelecstcr....l73  —  Glenville  .  . . .   58         33 

Inland S.'i  13  Spring  Ranch  35         76 

Lynn 144  8     Fairfield 312         49 

Lewis 129  18     Edgar 295         10 

Sulton 321  50     Logan 107         20 

Tile  total  vote  cast  was  3,047,  of  which  numlier 
2,484  were  cast  for  organization,  anil  563  against 
such  organization.  The  supei'visors  elected  at  this 
time  (in  the  order  of  townships  given)  were  James 
Marsh,  John  Iliff,  Ezra  Brown,  A.  C.  Fisher,  Charles 
Schuck,  William  Newton,  M.  S.  Price,  William 
Griess,  Ferd.  Mohuike,  A.  P.  Randall,  B.  W.  Camp- 
bell, E.  T.  Hueston,  D.  W.  Evans,  B.  R.  Royce, 
Cyrus  Stayner  and  J.  D.  Parrish.  This  constituted 
the  first  board  of  supervisors,  the  organization  of 
which  body  is  noticed  in  the  transactions  of  the  com- 
missioners. 

The  elections  of  1889  show  1,593  votes  for  Gil- 
bert L.  Laws  (R),  919  for  C.  D.  Carper  (D),  and 
243  for  C.  E.  Beutley  (P).  candidates  for  Congress; 
1,290  for  B.  H.  Dunn  (R),  1,266  for  John  G.  Gla- 
zier (D),  and  203  for  A.  B.  Smith  (P),  candidates 
for  treasurer;  1,624  for  H.  E.  Stein  (R),  894  for 
Nicholas  Ochsner  (D),  and  239  for  H.  B.  Rousey 
(P),  clerk;  1,707  for  E.  D.  Davis  (R),  812  for  H.  J. 
Hoyt  (D),  and  229  for  C.  S.  Detweiler  (P),  sheriff; 
there  were  1,645  votes  cast  for  W.  H.  Canfield  (R), 
848  for  T.  H.  Spicer  (D),  and  255  for  A.  M.  Lath- 
rop  (P),  candidates  for  county  judge;  1,643  for  J. 
N.  Hursh  (R),  808  for  Caleb  D.  Hume  (D),  and  308 
for  A.  B.  Byram  (P),  for  superintendent  of  schools; 
S.  M.  Elder  (R),  received  1,658  votes,  Dr.  Dodd  (D), 
840.  and  Dr.  L.  C.  Holmes  (P),  246  for  coroner;  E. 
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■d(P).25; 


G.  Groff  (R),  1,6: 
for  sun'eyor. 

The  supervisors  elected  were  J.  E.  Marsh,  of 
School  Creek;  (Eldorado,  new  name  of  Lincoln,  held 
over);  William  Schwenk,  Harvard;  C.  S.  Bradley, 
Harvard  Township;  (Liecester  held  over);  Charles 
Schwenk,  Inland;  (Lynn  held  over);  M.  S.  Price, 
Lewis;  H.  S.  Sanders,  Sutton;  P.  H.  Schwab,  Sut- 
ton City;  Ezra  Brown,  Harvard  City;  Josiah  Everett, 
Sheridan;  (Marshall  held  over);  B.  W.  Carapl)ell, 
Lone  Tree;  (Glenville  held  over);  D.  W.  Evans, 
Spring  Ranche;  Jacol)  Shively,  Fairfield  City;  (Fair- 
field Township  held  over);  William  >1.  Rousey.  Ed- 
gar; W.  R.  Fuller,  Edgar  City,  and  C.  A.  Bush, 
Logan. 

From  returns  of  the  election  held  February  20, 
1879,  the  re-location  of  the  county  seat  was  declared 
by  the  commissioners  to  be  at  Clay  Center,  being  so 
determined  from  the  vote  east.  This  declaration 
gave  rise  to  the  town  of  Clay  Center.  In  accord- 
ance with  an  order  of  the  commissioners,  most  of 
the  county  officers  went  to  that  place,  but,  as  was 
afterward  determined,  the  movement  was  too  hasty. 
Much  dissatisfaction  existed  as  to  the  determination 
of  the  result  of  the  election;  the  vote  was  recan- 
vassed,  and,  in  obedience  to  a  mandamus  of  the 
supreme  court,  the  votes  of  precincts,  which  had 
been  thrown  out  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  were 
ordered  to  be  counted,  and  it  was  found  that  Clay 
Center  was  not  the  county  seat.  The  officials  were 
then  obliged  to  pack  up  their  records  and  doiu- 
ments  and  betake  themselves  back  to  Sutton.  On 
November  7,  the  next  election  was  held,  and,  by  the 
legal  vote  of  the  people  of  the  countj',  the  seat  of 
government  was  fixed  at  Clay  Center.  On  the  first 
of  the  ii(!w  year,  Uw  offices  were  re-transferred  to 
Clay  Center.  A  jail-house  was  immediately  after- 
ward built,  costing  $2,200.  This  is  a  single  story 
frame,  the  main  part  being  24x38  feet,  to  which 
adjoins  on  the  rear  a  wing,  20x40  feet,  in  which  are 
the  cells,  which  are  frame,  lined  with  steel  cages. 
The  court  house,  the  building  and  acceptance  of 
which  have  hitherto  been  noticed,  is  a  large  two- 
story  brick  structure,  47x64  feet  in  dimensions,  and 
is  capped  with  a  large  and  suljstantial  dome.  The 
upper  story  embraces  the  court-room,  which  extends 
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lenafth   the  entire  width  of  tlie  Imi 


is  i  with  a   burglar-proof  safe.      Tlie  proposed  cost  of 


fortj-  feet  wide,  adjoining  which  are  tlie  jury,  judge's 
and  witness  rooms,  while  in  the  first  story  are  lo- 
cated the  countj'  offices,  which  are  constructed  with 
fire-proof  vaults,  and  the  treasurer's  office,  supplied 


the  building  was  $11,000,  while  the  actual  cost, 
when  completed,  was  $22,000,  including  furniture, 
fixtures,  "etc.,"  as  appears  on  the  statement  sub- 
mitted by  the  contractor. 
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H*t- 


"  So  likewise  <a  liovel  will  sctvc  fur  a  riium 
To  stack  up  the  grain  when  harvest  shall  come 
And  he  that  can  rear  up  a  pig  in  his  house 
Hath  cheaper  his  bacon  and  sweeter  his  souse." 


T  seldom  rains  but  it  pours 
over  those  great  prairies. 
;   A  look  over  tlie  census  sta- 
tistiis   will  be  sufficient  to 
confirm  this  conclusion,  for 
after  the  title   of  immigra- 
tion began  to  flow  over  the 
IS70-71,    it  never  ebbed,   but 
continued  to  grow  deeper,  year  by  year, 
until  the  county   was  literally  covered 
■^^^'^     with   subst:nitial   farmers   and  the  vil- 
*K7l^.     iigt>s  tilled  with  enterprising  citizens. 
Among  the  pioneers  came  the  tj'pe-set 
ter.      He  came  to  grow  up  with,  and  aid 
in  building  up  the  interests  of,  the  new 
country,  and   he  succeeded  in  the  last 
named  object.      He  was  a   martyr  pio- 
He  felt  like  Macdonough,  the  poet  of  the 
Press  Association,  who  wrote  as  follows: 

•'Then  we  can  waive  the  echoes  of  these  prairies. 

Round  to  antipodean  lands  or  waters; 
And  make  the  gaping  world  ask  us,  where  is 

Nebraska,  fairest  of  Columbia's  daughters? 
Where  Indians  erewhile  lifted  pale-face  hair,  is 

Now  for  progress  and  intelligence,  headquarters, 
And  all  Mie  boons  that  our  young  State  possesses. 
Owe  their  appearance  to  the  mighty  presses." 


The  Harvard  Champion  was  established  in  1872, 
as  the  pioneer  journal  of  the  county,  l)y  Julius 
Eaton,  who  removed  the  office  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  Prior  to  this  time,  however,  a  manuscript 
news-sheet  was  issued  by  the  I.  0.  G.  T. ,  G.  W. 
Bemis  being  a  contributor. 

The  Harvard  Leader  was  issued  in  the  sining  of 

1873.  by  Web.ster  Eaton,  and  continued  pubiiration 
for  seven  months. 

The  Harvard  Advocate  was  founded  in  January. 

1874,  by  W.  A.  Connell. 

Although  a  man  of  some  ability  as  an  editor,  yet 
he,  like  manj-  of  his  craft,  loved  ardent  drink,  and 
gave  too  much  of  his  time  to  spirits  to  be  success- 
ful. Losing  his  patronage,  mainly  on  account  of 
his  intemperate  habits,  his  paper,  after  an  existence 
of  about  two  j^ears,  "  passed  in  its  types,"  and  the 
editor  emigrated  toother  fields  of  labor.  After  Con- 
nell had  taken  his  departure,  he  was  succeeded  in 
the  enterprise  of  journalism  by  D.  T.  Sherman,  who 
established  a  paper  in  the  fall  of  1876,  called  the 
Harvard  Sentinel.  This  sheet,  however,  like  all  the 
others,  had  a  somewhat  limited  existence,  but  en- 
joyed a  reasonable  share  of  prosperity.  After  run- 
ning for  about  two  years,  he  removed  the  material  to 
Sterling,  Neb.      Capt.   G.  W.  Limboeker  purchased 
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the  Sentinel  subscription  list,  and  had  already  begun 
the  publication  of  the  Clay  County  Journal.  The 
Journal  has  already  had  an  existence  of  over  three 
years,  and  is  now  in  snecossful  operation,  an(l]irom-. 
ises  to  maintain  prolonuc-i]  rdiiliimaucc.  licinn  liUer- 
ally  patronized  and  supported  liy  an  iiitcllii;cnt  and 
reading  public. 

The  journal  was  issued  jNlarch  18,  1879,  by  G. 
W.  Limbocker,  and  on  December  13,  1889,  reached 
Ihe  number  613  or  No.  41  of  volume  XI. 

The  Courier  was  established  by  Southworth  & 
Colvin,  January  1 ,  1885. 

The  Sutton  Times  was  issued  June  20.  1873,  by 
Wellman  &  Brakeman,  followed  by  Wellman  & 
White,  then  Wellman  Bros. ,  and  in  1886  Frank  E. 
Wellman  was  sole  owner.  He  moved  the  office  to 
York  and  established  the  York  Republican. 

The  Clay  County  Herald  was  issued  June  21, 
1873,  by  J.  M.  Sechler  and  W.  J.  Cowan,  and  con- 
tinued publication  until  the  fall  of  tliat  year. 

Clay  County  Globe  was  esta))lished  July  14, 
1875,  by  F.  M.  Comstock  and  J.  S.  LeHevv.  On 
Octolier  1,  that  year,  E.  H.  White  became  proprietor. 
He  sold  to  I.  D.  Evans,  who,  in  1880,  merged  the 
name  into  the  Sutton  Register.  The  Globe  was  a 
semi-weekly  Republican  Journal. 

The  Democrat  was  founded  February  1,  1884, 
l)y  Steinmetz  &  Brainard.  Brainard's  interest  was 
sokl  to  W.  A.  Nelson,  and  he  with  Mr.  Steinmetz 
published  this  journal  until  1889,  after  the  latter 
was  appointed  receiver  at  McCoolc. 

The  Nebraska  Citizen  was  published  at  Suttcm 
in  1884,  by  Mr.  Loelce,  lint  its  life  was  of  short 
duration. 

Tlie  Register  was  established  February  20,  1880, 
by  I.  D.  Evans.  On  June  3,  1886,  Mr.  Evans  is- 
sued his  valedictory.  In  this  paper  he  says,  ''For 
more  than  six  years,  each  week,  without  a  single 
skip,  it  has  appeared  under  the  management  now 
retiring."  F.  M.  Brown  issued  his  salutory.  The 
latter  was  then  a  resident  of  fifteen  years  standing. 
A  notice  from  the  Register  of  July  15,  1886,  gives  a 
very  clear  idea  of  the  estimation  in  which  the  im- 
migrants were  held:  "Monday  last  about  forty-six 
Russians,  big  and  little,  old  and  young,  with  their 
bags  and  liaggage,  were  congregated  on  the  platform 


at  the  depot,  and  when  No.  2  came  in  they  took 
their  departure  for  other  pastures.  There  was 
scarcelj'  a  dry  eye  in  Sutton  when  the  train  pulled 
out;  but  our  modesty  |iiv\(  nted  us  from  inquiring 
whether  those  I've--  wiie  wet  witiithe  tears  of  sorrow 
or  joy.  We  hope  tliose  [leople  will  come  back  to 
see  us  after  we  are  dead. 

The  Sutton  Advertiser  was  estalilished  August 
26,  1887,  by  J.  W.  Johnson,  with  William  Nance  as 
foreman.  In  September-  J.  L.  Paschal  toolc  that 
position.  The  Advertiser  is  a  Republican  weekly 
newspaper  with  a  circulation  of  900  or  1,000. 

The  Fairfield  News  was  started  in  Fairfield  on 
June  7,  1877,  by  J.  H.  Case  and  0.  G.  Maury. 
The  first  issue  of  the  paper  was  made  on  the  7th  of 
that  month.  The  establishment  of  the  paper  was 
attended  with  the  most  liberal  encouragement  of  the 
citizens  of  the  town,  who  guaranteed  for  it  a  list  of 
300  subscribers,  eight  columns  of  advertisements, 
and  a  bonus  of  1300.  The  paper  was  a  six-column 
quarto  size.  Republican  in  politics,  and  had  a  circu- 
lation of  about  350.  After  about  two  years'  opera- 
tion. Case  retired  from  the  concern,  and  it  was  con- 
trolled )iy  Maury  for  about  one  year,  when  it  was 
sold  to  J.  W.  Small.  G.  M.  Prentice  was  editor  of 
the  Fairfield  News  in  Octolier.  1883. 

I.  E.  Beery,  who  in  January,  1885,  settled  at 
Fairfield  and  assunud  eilitorial  charge  of  the  News, 
died  August  12,  1886.  A.  II.  Degge  took  his  posi- 
tion at  once,  and  carrieil  on  the  News  until  Mr. 
Randall  assumed  the  editorship.  On  May  5,  1887, 
W.  S.  Randall  issued  his  salutatory  as  editor  of  the 
News.  On  January  2,  1890,  he  wrote  as  follows: 
"With  this  issue  'V\iv  News  enters  upon  its  four- 
teenth volume,  iieini;  the  oldest  paper  in  Clay 
County.  Tlieie  were  other  papers  in  the  county  be- 
fore the  News  was  established,  but  they  have  re- 
moved to  other  parts.  There  are  papers  in  the 
count3'  that  have  been  under  one  management 
longer  than  the  News,  but  we  claim  for  it  the  oldest 
in  the  county." 

The  Fairfield  Herald  was  founded  in  December, 
1881,  by  J.  L.  Oliver.  On  account  of  the  opinions 
promulgated  by  the  News  on  county  seat  and  local 
matters,  much  dissatisfaction  and  enmity  was  aroused 
against  it  by   those   holding  adverse   opinions.      So 
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far  were  these  petty  disagreements  carried,  that  in  op- 
position to  the  News  a  second  paper  was  begun  ijy  a 
stock  company  composed  of  a  number  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  town,  to  which  tliey  gave  the  name  of 
tlie  Fairfield  Herald,  the  company  being  known  as 
the  Herald  Pal)lishing  Company.  The  capital  stock 
of  the  concern  is  $1,000,  and  is  divided  into  100 
shares  of  $10  each.  The  company  is  operated  by 
the  thirty-seven  stockholders,  who  meet  quarterly 
and  choose  an  editor,  two  assistants  and  a  Inisiness 
manager.  AVith  the  first  starting  W.  T.  Newcomb 
was  cho.sen  editor,  and  the  present  editor  is  S.  G. 
Wilcox. 

The  Fairfield  Jlethodist  was  issued  from  the 
News  otBce  by  Rev.  C.  E.  Lewis  in  September,  1886. 
This  was  a  monthly  journal,  but  continued  only  six 
months. 

The  Call,  a  college  monthly,  was  issued  in  1888 
from  the  News  office  by  Messrs.  N.  M.  Graham, 
William  Hilton,  A.  C.  Epperson  and  L.  W.  Smith. 
Tiie  latter  was  editor.  The  last  number  was  issued 
in  March,  1888. 

The  Fairfield  Saturday  Call  was  published  in 
April,  1889,  by  Maupin  and  Burkhalter. 

In  November,  1875,  F.  M.  Comstock  established  a 
journal  at  Edgar;  but  the  office  fell  into  the  hands 
of  W.  J.  Waite,  and  altogether  the  publication  was 
not  carried  on  over  one  year.  One  night  the  office 
was  entered  and  the  material  carried  away. 

The  Edgar  Leader  was  founded  in  1877  by  H. 
A.  Day  and  C.  E.  Keith.  In  1878  S.  T.  Caldwell 
and  E.  E.  Howard  bought  the  material,  which  they 
sold  to  M.  J.  Hull.  With  this  material  he  began  the 
Review  in  May,  1878. 

The  World  was  established  in  October.  1886,  by 
Shafe  Kautzman.  After  a  little  while  the  office  was 
sold  to  Smith  &  Ward,  who  established  the  Gazette 
at  Clay  Center.  He  then  purchased  the  Post,  and 
changed  the  name  to  the  Post- World.  After  a  few 
months  Dr.  Casterline  became  owner,  and  published 
it  as  the  Post.  During  the  early  part  of  the  cam- 
paign of  1888  the  World  was  revived  as  a  daily  pa- 
per at  Edgar  liy  Mr.  Kautzman,  who  equipped  the 
office  anew.  This  he  moved  to  Superior,  Neb. ,  in 
August  of  that  year.  He  conducted  the  Daily 
World  there  until  the  spring  of  1889.      In  February, 


1890,  a  report  was  current  that  Mr.  Kautzman  in- 
tended establishing  a  new  journal  at  Edgar. 

The  Edgar  Post  was  established  March  5,  1885, 
by  Dr.  T.  E.  Casterline,  who  is  now  owner.  Shortly 
after  he  sold  a  half  interest  to  Alfred  Bates,  who 
removed  to  Davenport,  Neb.,  leaving  the  Doctor 
sole  owner  until  the  World  was  established,  when 
the  offices  were  consf)lidated  under  the  title  of  Post^ 
World.  Later  the  office  became  Dr.  Casterline's 
property,  when  the  name  World  was  dropped.  In 
July,  1889,  W.  H.  Gates  and  F.  N.  Coleman  leased 
the  office.  On  January  1,  1890,  Mr.  Gates  returned 
to  the  service  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  Company,  and  now  Mr.  Coleman  is  in 
charge. 

The  Edgar  Times  was  founded  in  May,  1878, 
under  the  name  Review,  by  M.  J.  Hull.  The  jour- 
nal subsequently  passed  into  the  hands  of  Kautzman 
&  Barrington,  who  in  July,  1884,  sold  the  office  to 
H.  G.  Lyon  and  F.  L.  Harman.  On  January  1, 
1885,  Mr.  Harman  retired,  and  in  November,  1885, 
W.  B.  Good  became  partner,  and  continued  so  until 
June  18,  1886,  when  he  moved  to  California.  With 
the  exception  of  the  short  terms  of  Messrs.  Harman 
&  Good's  connection  with  the  Times,  Mr.  Lyon  has 
been  owner  continuously  since  1884.  In  May,  1885, 
Rebecca  Dare  took  charge  of  the  woman's  depart- 
ment of  the  Times. 

The  Clay  County  Call  was  issued  at  Edgar  by 
Kautzman  &  Barrington,  December  25,  1884.  It 
continued  'publication  only  a  few  months,  when  the 
office  was  sold  to  Dr.  Casterline. 

The  Clay  Centre  Citizen  was  established  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1881,  by  W.  A.  Connell,  who  carried  it,  at  a 
loss,  for  six  months,  and  left  the  place,  condemning 
all  but  the  county  officials,  who,  he  stated,  were  the 
only  citizens  who  had  any  self  respect  or  intelli- 
gence. The  office  was  sold  to  a  stock  company ,  who 
continued  puljlication  for  a  short  time,  and  in  No- 
vember, 1881,  sold  the  material,  which  was  moved 
at  once  to  Fairflehl  and  used  in  the  office  of  the 
Fairfield  Herald. 

The  Sun  was  founded  August  22,  1884,  by  W^ 
L.  Palmer,  as  a  Republican  journal.  It  is  a  very 
well  conducted  journal,  and  the  official  paper  of  the 
county. 
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The  Democratic  Puljlisliing  Company  was  organ- 
ized in  December,  1888,  and  purchased  the  G-azette 
ofHce  at  Clay  Center.  The  organized  members  of 
the  company  were  F.  C.  Matteson  and  F.  J.  Hoer- 
ger,  of  Sutton,  W.  T.  Perry  and  G.  A.  Herzog,  of 
Harvard,  L.  L.  Johnson,  of  Inland,  J.  G.  Glazier 
and  Otis  Holmes,  of  Edgar,  S.  R.  Barnett  and 
C.  J.  Furer,  of  Fairfield.  J.  G.  Glazier  was  chosen 
president  and  F.  J.  Hoerger  treasurer;  C.  J,  Furer, 
G.  A.  Herzog  and  L.  L.  Johnson,  directors.  Otis 
Holmes  and  S.  R.  Barnett  were  employed  to  edit  the 
proposed  journal,  which  was  issued  in  January, 
1889. 

Tin-  Clay  ('iMiffi-  Gazette  was  issued  in  April, 
1S87,  liy  Smith  .^  Ward. 

Till'  D.wi'csi.  r„T(.rderwas  i.ssued  in  July,  1886, 
Ijy  Dr.  L.  J.  Fornev.  Tlic  papiT  was  jMintcd  in  the 
News  office,  at  FairHcld,  liut  contiiuicd  |)ublication 
for  only  a  few  weeks. 

The  Student  was  issued  in  Odolici'.  1888,  and 
the  fourth  number  was  issued  on  the  day  of  the 
Presidential  inauguration.  May  Martin  was  editor; 
Blanche  Dalton,  Maud  Mohler,  Zilla  David  and  Joe 
G.  Fell,  associate  editors;  Clyde  Balicock,  solicitor, 
and  A.  Y.  Storm,  manager.  This  little  journal  was 
printed  in  the  Journal  office. 

The  first  school  in  Clay  County  was  opened  De- 
(■enil)er  1,  1861,  by  Thomas  M.  Gregory,  in  what 
was  afterwards  known  as  District  No.  5.  W.  L. 
Weed  presided  over  the  school  in  District  No.  2, 
and  Laura  M.  Bancroft  over  that  in  District  No.  6. 
District  No.  1  was  organized  in  December,  1872,  or 
eleven  years  after  the  first  school  was  opened  here. 
In  1881  there  were  sixty-nine  districts  (•slablished 
and  seventy-four  school  buildings  in  c.Kistcncc;  there 
were  8,827  children  of  school  age,  2,(108  males  and 
l.Slll  females;  eighty-nine  teachers  were  employed, 
who  received  $2(1,548.71  as  salary,  of  the  $29,953.- 
26  expended  that  year  for  all  school  purposes. 
The  bonded  indebtedness  of  all  the  districts  amounts 
ed  to  $13,092.91.  In  July,  1885,  there  were  2,671 
male,  and  2,368  female  chikh-en  of  school  age  in 
Clay  County;  sixty-three  male,  and  103  female 
teachers,  and  seventy-one  school  districts.  The 
total  expenditures  for  school  purposes  were  $60,- 
047.06. 


Superintendent  J.  N.  Hursli  reported  eighty-three 
school  houses  in  Clay  County  at  the  beginning  of 
1889.  The  institute  of  1888  was  attended  Ijy  129 
teachers.  The  eouiinoii  school  lands  of  the  county 
in  November,  ISSS.  ainoiinlnl  to  is. 125  acres. 
Only  1,475  acres  were  sold  i luring  the  previous  year. 
There  were  4,385  acres  rented  at  $1,249,42  per  an- 
num. During  the  year  1888,  the  State  funds  appor- 
tioned to  ria.\-  County  amounted  to  $11,964.56. 
The  total  ivsouivs  lo,'  llir  \  car  imdin- .1  uly  !l.  1888, 
were  .S(il'.22:!,  91  .  inclmlini;  lialaiicc  of  s7.493.41 
from  former  year.  Of  this  a  sum  of  $17,066.88 
was  paid  to  seventyllvc  male  teachers,  and  $19,- 
931.13,  to  ninety-two  female  teachers.  The  number 
of  male  pupils  enrolled  was  .■i.li:;7,  and  female  pu- 
pils, 2,754,  or  a  total  of  5.791.  The  average  at- 
tendance was  2,556.  One  brick  and  eighty-two 
frame  school  buildings  were  in  existence  on  July  9, 
1888,  valued  at  $69,130,  and  sites  valued  at$ll,- 
242.  There  were  seventy-three  districts  organized 
and  129  teachers  on  that  date,  and  five  graded 
schools. 

The  institute  system  was  introduced  some  years 
ago,  and  under  the  fostering  care  of  Superintendents 
Randall  and  Hursli  has  lieen  canied  down  to  the 
present  time.  A  county  reading  circle  in  connec- 
tion with  the  Teachers'  Institute  was  organized  ( )c- 
tober9,1885,  withA.  A.  Randall,  president;  Marion 
Thrasher,  seiietaiy.  and  TI.  15.  Strong,  treasurer; 
They,  with  Elsie  Toney  and  ('.  L.  Jackson,  formed  a 
board  of  control. 

The  Clay  tloiinty  Agricultural  Society  was  or- 
ganized April  15,  1872,  at  the  courthouse  in  Sutton. 
A.  K.  Marsh  was  chosen  president,  and  J.  M.  Ram- 
sey, secretary.  Annual  fairs  were  liclii  after  its  es- 
tablishment, until  1881,  when  (lie  exhiliition  took 
place  at  Clay  Center.  The  fair  grounds,  embracing 
forty  acres  of  land,  were  owned  by  a  stock  company 
composed  of  about  fifty  of  the  most  wealthy  citizens 
of  the  county,  the  use  of  these  grounds  being  ex- 
tended to  the  society  for  making  their  exhibits.  T^p 
to  1882  the  society  did  not  fail  to  make  a  creditable 
exhibition,  even  during  the  disastrous  years  of  the 
grasshopper  plague,  always  paying  the  premium 
list  in  full,  and  at  present  has  a  balance  in  the 
treasury.      A  meeting  of  the  society  was  held  March 
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4,  1882,  at  Cla_y  Centre,  at  which  the  following  offi- 
cers were  selected:  D.  Leitch,  J.  E.  Kenyon,  E. 
Austin,  M.  G.  Ferryman,  A.  P.  Randall,  C.  Shetler, 
A.  J.  McPeak,  G.  H.  Van  Duyne,  T.  R.  Elder  and 
Jesse  Eller.  Some  seventeen  directors  were  chosen. 
In  March,  1884,  Jesse  F.  Eller  was  re-elected  pres- 
ident, and  H.  B.  Strong,  secretary.  At  this  time 
the  proposition  to  grant  a  fifteen  years  membership 
to  holders  of  $1 0  stock  certificates  was  carried  and  a 
life  membership  conferred  on  G.  H.  Van  Duyne  for 
services  rendered  as  treasurer.  The  fair  was  held  at 
Clay  Center  this  year.  In  March,  1885,  M.  S. 
Price  was  chosen  president,  and  II.  B.  Strong  secre- 
tary. Those  officers  re-elected  in  1886  and  in  1887, 
when  George  E.   Birge  was  chosen  treasurer.     M. 

5.  Price  was  re-elected  president  in  1888  with  W.  B. 
Smith,  secretary  and  H.  E.  McDowell,  treasurer, 
while,  in  1889,  the  president  and  treasurer  were  re- 
elected; George  F.  Dixon  chosen  secretary',  and  B. 
H.  Dunn,  Clive  Eller,  John  C.  Ward,  G.  F.  Warren 
and  John  H.  Tower,  vice-presidents.  The  elections 
of  1890  resulted  in  the  choice  of  Charles  Hoevet, 
president;  W.  B.  Smith,  secretary;  W.  J.  Gardner: 
treasurer;  D.  T.  Phillips,  general  superintendent; 
Guy  Secord,  assisUint  superintendent;  A.  M.  Perry, 
marshall. 

Tlie  Swine  Breeders  Association  was  presided 
over  in  1889  by  W.  J.  Cox  with  S.  McKelvie,  secre- 
tary. The  association  elected  the  follnwinL;  named 
officers  in  February,  1890:  W.  J.  V'<\.  inv^i.lmt ; 
Cleveland  Eller,  vice-president;  S.  iMrl\il\  ir.  sccic^ 
tary,  and  W.  E.  Spicer,  treasurer. 

Pursuant  to  call,  delegates  from  five  Farmers' 
Alliances  of  Clay  County  met  at  East  Fairfield,  No- 
vember 23,  1889,  to  organize  a  county  alliance. 
After  speeches  by  J.  H.  Powers,  president  of  the 
Stiite  Alliance,  and  some  of  the  delegates,  a  count}' 
alliance  was  organized  with  L.  McReynolds,  of  Fair- 
field, as  president;  J.  L.  Hodges,  of  Edgar,  vice- 
president;  W.  T.  Dalton,  of  Edgar,  secretary;  L.  R. 
Chajiman,  treasurer.  East  Fairfield  was  chosen  as 
the  i)lace  of  meeting  December  14,  1889. 

During  the  years  1870-71  agricultural  life  in 
Clay  County  was  primitive  in  every  sense.  The 
pioneers  of  that  period  erected  their  sod  houses,  and 
made  the  faint  beginnings  of  progress.     During  the 


fall  of  1875  there  were  412  cars  of  grain  shipped 
from  Harvard,  330  cars  from  Sutton,  and  500  from 
Fairfield,  Edgar  and  Glenville.  Wheat  averaged 
sixty-five  cents,  and  the  total  yield  of  Clay  County 
was  worth  $600,000.  As  the  j'ears  rolled  by  the 
area  of  cultivated  land  was  increased,  and  to-day  the 
county  holds  a  first  place  among  the  great  produc- 
ing divisions  of  Nebraska. 

The  area  of  her  progress  has  been  marked  also 
by  the  growth  of  towns.  Harvard  and  Sutton  in 
the  north,  and  Fairfield  and  Edgar  in  the  south,  are 
evidences  of  this  remarkable  growth. 

The  Central  Nebraska  Medical  Society  was  or- 
ganized at  Sutton,  June  24,  1876.  Dr.  J.  R.  C. 
Davis,  of  Aurora,  was  chosen  president;  Dr.  M.  V. 
B.  Clark,  of  Sutton,  secretary.  In  1881  Dr.  Wil- 
liam Kuapp,  of  York,  was  (;hosen  president,  and 
Dr.  A.  0.  Kendall,  of  Sutton,  secretaiy  and  treas- 
urer. As  related  in  the  history  of  Hall  County,  this 
organization  has  been  kept  up  in  one  form'  or  an- 
other down  to  the  present  day. 

The  register  of  physicians  of  Clay  County  con- 
tains the  following  names: 

REGIfSTEKED    IN    1881. 

COLCEGE.  DATE. 

ChicafCO,  18(54. 

Ciiiriiinati,  18TS. 

l'i;i.lic(.,  1866. 


1868. 
1879. 


L.  J.  Fonu.y, 

Cincinnati 

S.  A.  Allen. 

Pnu-tice. 

D.  F.  Anderson. 

Keoknk, 

T.  R.  Hall, 

St.  Louis. 

R.  B.  Conn, 

New  York 

John  T.  Fleming. 

Praetire. 

Mary  A.  Howard. 

Piaetioe. 

John  H.  Casp, 

St.  Louis, 

E.  T.  Cassell. 

Iowa, 

KEGISTEKED   IN    1882 

G.  M.  Prentice, 

Iowa, 

Michael  T.  Robison, 

Montreal, 

John  Rehsteiner, 

Germany, 

REGISTERED    IN    1883 

A.  Alexson, 

Sweden. 

A.  H.  Keller, 

Omaha. 

C.  T.  Laurence. 

Cincinnati 

Thomas  P.  Butler. 

Louisville 

REGISTERED    IN    1884. 

O.  P.  vShoemaker, 

Jopliu. 

S.  C.  Youngmau, 

Omaha, 

CLAY    COUNTY. 


KEGISTEBED   Ilf 


Jolin  F.  Edgar, 
Joseph  E.  Spatz. 
F.  W.  Ruse. 
A.  J.  Bacon, 
(i.  A.  Blair. 
F.  A.  Butler. 
Fninois  M.  Wilcc 


Iowa, 

Chicago, 

Cincinnati, 

Clilcago, 

Baltimore. 

Louisville, 

Cleveland, 


REGISTERED   IN    1886. 


.1.  .M.  Borkner, 
'I'lioinas  McCrackan, 
II.  I>.  Vradenburg, 


St.  Louis 
Chicago, 
Chicago, 
Chicago, 
Practice, 
Chicago. 


KEOISTEliED   IN 


i;.  R.  Blair. 
(;.  \V.  Randall, 
Edward  n.  Barre 
A.  M.  Pickett. 
D.  <;.  Thompson. 
('.  A.  Dean, 
.1.  \V.  Kissinger. 
M.  A.  Perkins, 
\Vm.  F.  Lee, 


Cincinnati, 

Cincinnati, 

Practice, 

Practice, 

Iowa, 

Illinois. 

Chicago. 

Louisville. 

Iowa, 


REGISTERED   IN    1888 

John  S.  Gallison. 
E.  O.  Boardmau. 


Philadelphia. 
Chicago. 


1885. 
1885. 
1885. 
1864. 

1880. 
1879. 
1850. 


1885. 
186L 


S;ii;ili  A.  ^r,,ll.  Iowa.  1SS8. 

CIki-.    M,    \\llll:iin~.  llliliillKipnlis.  1S81. 

Adairi   K.   i;;i\.  Ki'cdiiik.  1  S8S. 

II.  M.   IJail.'V.  Iowa.  1S87. 

P,.|ri-.I:iiiiis.  New  York  City.  1871. 

i!K(nsTKi!Kn  i.\   1S8!I. 

William  Tanner.  St.  Louis,  188-1. 

IJoval  Woods.  Chicago,  188'.). 

L.  C.  Holmes.  Chicago,  1889. 

L.  W.  Itaiiialev.  Joplin.  1882. 

.lairii'S  II.  Coni-od.  I'm. •lice  1872. 

Miln  1,.  K'ciisinuioii.  .lopljii.  1882. 

I.   W.  lloiighi'Y.  Iowa.  1889. 

The  military  affairs  of  Clay  County  are  eoiifinecl 
to  battles  between  the  pioneers,  or  immigrants,  and 
the  Indians,  as  hitherto  related.  It  is  true  that  a 
large  number  of  soldiers  of  the  Civil  War  and  a 
few  Mexican  veterans  reside  liere,  but  they  did  not 
enlist  from  the  county,  and,  with  the  exception 
of  James  Bainter,  Joe  Fonts  and  Mort  Kress  did 
not  particiiiatc  in  any  of  \\w  liattlcs  with  Indians 
within  the  iMniiidarics  ,d^  Clay  ('..unty. 

Tlic  \Ctor:ni  Soldiers  Assdcjation  was  organized 
in  October.  18S3,  with  the  following  named  mem- 
bers: VV.  S.  Randall,  G.  W.  Limboeker,  J.  W. 
(iunn.  James  Bainter,  E.  G.  Neighlior,  F.  Abbey. 
C.  E.  Ashley,  A.  G.  Jacobs,  J.  D.  Rowlison,  S.  M. 
Elder,   L.   R.    Chapman,  C.    A.   Bush.  J.  R.  Kidd, 


G.  W.  Ferree,  B.  F.  Graham,  E.  L.  Barnhart,  I.  D. 
.Newell,  E.  E.  Howard,  M.  J.  Hull,  John  D.  Hayes, 
D.  M.  Nettleton,  A.  J.  McPeak,  L.  F.  Fryar,  B.  F. 
Nail,  J.  E.  Wheeler,  E.  Sumner,  Fred  Keeber, 
David  Walker,  G.  F.  Dickson,  E.  J.  Smith,  P.  T. 
Walton,  John  Erarich,  E.  Austin,  A.  Hart,  M.  S. 
Edgington,  George  Swingle,  Capt.  Lyon,  Joseph 
Meyers,  A.  Soules  and  C.  Stayner. 

The  militia  company  and  the  several  posts  of 
the  G.  A.  R.  are  referred  to  in  the  pages  devoted 
to  the  cities  of  the  county,  Init  at  this  place  the  fol- 
lowing roster  .of  resident  ex-soldiers  is  given. 

The  soldiers  and  sailors  residing  in  Fairfield 
Township,  in  May,  1889,  are  named  as  follows,  the 
list  being  taken  from  Assessor  J.  B.  Massie's  list, 
the  News: 


published 
G.  E.  (;ia> 
S.  Coii-.cv 
Ira  Raiisin 
J.  C.  Hedg 
W.    A.    Pel 

Inf. 
J.  A.  Jacks 
H.  Spec, 

G.  T.  .1 

J.  E.  A I  lie 
E.  P.  ]l^^\■ 
J.  M.  Mill. 
D.  It.  I. HI. 
J.  U.  Am 


A.   lla 


53d   Ind. 
:)hioInf. 


(i.  W. 
T.  J. 
W.  M; 
J.  P.  .- 
J.  K.  ' 
H.  J. 
Ill 

D.  He 
J.  L.  I 
(4.  W. 

A.  S.   I 

B.  F.  I 

C.  F.  ^ 
W.  S. 
M.  L. 

E.  C. 


liO 

nf. 
nf. 

D.  A.  Kc 
J.  W.   (1 

11. 

nf. 

W.  M.  T 

A.  S.  Wl 

111.1 

nf. 

A.  C.  Wi 

a.    1 

nf. 

E.  J.  G. 

7-.'d     III 


Eugcr 


N.  R.  Brown.  Minn 

L.  Brewer,  1st  Mich.  E.  &  Ml 

The  soldiers  and  sailors  in  Sheridan  Township 
reported  in  June,  1889, 
John  Hill.  42d  111. 


l)y  Hubliard  Stark,  were: 
IJames    McCormick,    4th    & 


J.  E\ 


-v 

? k^ 

i> 

1=1 
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The  soldiers  residing  in  Harvard  Township  in 

The    soldiers    resident    in    Edgar   Township    in 

18S9.  as  reported  Ijy  L.  A.  Noyes,  were: 

April,  1889,  as  reported  by  J.  R.  Kidd  were: 

John  Valkman.  30th  Wis. 

W.  A.  Dilson.  133d  111. 

Ed.  J.  Smith.  1st  Mo.  Cav. 

J.  J.  Walley,  157th  N.  Y. 

T.  K.  Wyckoff,  12fith  111. 

Svl.    Backus.    fiOth    N.    Y. 

D.  B.  Sanbourn.  1,5th  III. 

M.  J.  Hull.  14th  111. 

A.  P.  Hess.  lOlst  Iiid. 

Inf. 

T.  W.Kirkpatrick,  94th  III. 

n.  Crossman.  105th  Pa. 

David  Ormsbop.  IStli  N.  Y. 

.1.     K.     Hiekman,    133d     111. 

Lahan  Sigman.  78th  Ohio. 

.laiiM-  .\.   Ki.heits.  3!lth   la. 

Cav. 

Inf. 

Cyrus  Stayner.  3d  la. 

.1.   Ik  Si  iiiaii^.   Is|   Minn. 

(ieo.    L.    Evans,    ir.'th    Ind. 

T.  F.  Johnson.  l.SSth  III. 

Ez.  Howard.  1st  Ky.  Inf. 

(ie.i.     W.     Frvill   iir    Fevre,.. 

Cav. 

S.  M.  Kislrv.  Tth  III.  Cav. 

J.  W.  Cottle,  mull  \.  Y. 

59th  Ohio. 

Orlando  Brae.-.  U>411i  III. 

(!.    S.    !l;Mlr,,rK.    issth    N.    Y. 

J.   F.  Jlihll-lnli.   i-.-.',|  III. 

T.  E.  Casterline. 

Anson    Sonle.     1st.     N.     Y. 

I).  M.  Slilr-,  :;.l   111.   Inf. 

W.  i;.  Fuller,  null  Mich. 

Stephen   A.    Hussev.    130th 

nrasouns. 

Samuel  .Miiiliii.   ir.itli  111. 

W.  J.  (iarviii.  :jil  la. 

111. 

.1.  F.  Mimn..:.lli  Ohio  Art. 

John     Donnelly.    134th    III. 

A.  X.  Walrutli.  sltli  III. 

JelT.    .Vilruek.    IVM]   III. 

1m<mI    ll;iM.|nl,,    l.-,tl,    M,,. 

Inf. 

W.  M.  Parish.  ICfli  Wis. 

I'hllip   Zeinler.    30Sth   Pa. 

.Il.lin      llri-,.|,no,.,,,ll,rr.     Cth 

A.  J.  Riley.  1 4.5th  Pa. 

W.  C.  Bascom.  31st  III. 

.\.   C.   .laei.lis.  cili  Ohio. 

III.   (  :i\  . 

David  Moigan.  13th  N.  J. 

C.  H.  Treat.  Il7tli  X.  V. 

C.    \-  Hull.  Tth  Cal.  Inf. 

KnI.rM    Sl,;,irr,'.    'Mtll    III. 

C.  W.    IJ.iilii.i-ker.   4tli    Ind. 

Wni.  Saxloii.  l.-,7lli  N.  V. 

M.  S.   F.l-iiiui.m.  :i4th  III. 

A.  S\\;il|..».   ivih   Mass. 

ill   Me\ir:iii  Wiir. 

.1.    V.  Sarkelsnll.'.llh    111. 

^    11.    (kll.lller. 

C.  S.   |;i;hII,v.  ICtli  Mich. 

(i.    W.    I.illllinekei-.    :',d    Wis. 

S.    I!.    M.ll.tgullieiv.    TUIh   O. 

(  ha-.  Kliimviuan.  30t.h  Ind. 

C.-n.      \\n,.llill-,.r.      1st       Wis. 

An. 

Inf. 
.1.    W.    Melrer.    lli'.Ull    III. 

().  A.  Avery.  :!d  It.  1.  Cav. 
Joseph  D.  Parish.  19th  Wis. 

Cha.s.  Keaili.  9th  III.  Cav. 

\\.   WiJIinishliy.  ■.'.■ill]  Wis. 

Flijali  Tiild.  :i.id   Ohio. 

li.  .1.  -nil, mas.  Isl  Wis.  Art. 

The  soldiers  residing  in  Leicester  Township,  in 

Mirji.  f:,v. 
.1.    11.    l:;illi.  .-,-M   111. 

Silas     .MiMire.     '.'il    Mi,~,..     in 
Mexieati  Will,  anil   :;;iili 

Jiiue.  ISS^O.  reported  by  H.  S.  Siefken.  were: 

.\.  (  .   Fisher,  '.iili  la.                  ll.'iiiv  W.  (nieek.  I'.ith  Wis. 

|-;.l.   WViinrr.  :;(tli  III. 

Ohio  Inf.  ill  ii\il  Will. 

W.   II.   II.  Williams.  i.Mh  la. 

Hero  S.    Siefkell.    lOtll    111. 

KniMM.  AiiMii,.   1-Mst    III. 
i;    .1.   Mm,,,.,.  m:;,|  111. 

Edward  r kr.  mil  .N.  .1. 

L.  .1.  'nius.   Mill  N.  .1. 

.lames  Caniiiliell.  s:i,l  111. 
Charles  Teiihniok-.   :uili    111. 

Maleus    Kellllett.    :i  1  St    Ohio. 

\.   W     i;;iii-lii.   isiith  N.  Y. 

G.  L.  I'ikr.  :;'.iili  la. 

.Iilhll   W.   XeMilleli.  ;i1sl     111. 

.laiin-  Ik  lOIlinii.   null   la. 

i;  (.  i. >■■■--.  iMi,  Wis. 

A.  L.  Mi.r.se.  .i.Mli  111. 

.1.   K.   Ko;;-).   Kkilii   111. 

Ui;mII.ii,I  Si.Mir.  Kith   N.  Y. 

W.    W.    Klissell.    k.'Tlll    111. 
Will.    ('.    MnulT.    Clllli   Ohiu. 

Win.  .1.   I'eir\.   KiSlh  III. 
\'al.   I'aiilus.    I.Mh  Wis. 

W.   11.  iliiniiiHMul.  .-,lli  hi. 

.1.  .\.  Uiipii.er.  :i'.iili  Wi-. 

O    II    iMioiils     'li   ill    Civ 

K.   1..  All.M.   14(1  Ind. 

C.   n.   M.Miiv.   Isl    I'.  S.  S.S. 

Ciil      lilt 

II.  C.   Wolralli.  Tth  Wis. 

S.   C.    SInllt.    sill    Oliiii. 

Kzra   I'.ii.Hii,   nil   Mirli  Cav. 

.1    ( '    Wilsiiii     1  1  71  h  1  ucl 

F.  .M.  (frahani.  40tli  la. 

1!.    l;.   Sln;il.  V.l  Cal.  (■;i\. 
1).   !!.  S.  'l';ilio,.,  u;,l   N.  V. 

1..   .\.   NiiMs.  Tth    III.  Cav. 

Cen.    .\lleu.    7lll    lllil.    Ca\. 

.\.   (>.    Slirlp.    Ulll    ill. 

W.  '!■.  Sheiiiiaii'.  .1.1  Mirh. 

The    soldiers   resiiliiie     in     Logan    Township,     in 

.lames  Winters.  U>M  111. 
W.  F.  Harrington,  14:3d  i). 

.\.   !•:.  Slieriiiaii.  :t,l  Mi,-li. 

II.   .1.    i'elise. 

.hme.   issii.  reported  by  H.  H.  Perry,  were: 

Tlie    soldiers    residing    in   .•>utt(iu   Town.ship    in 

A.   C.    lieek.    l-.Mlll    111. 

A.  Nickerson,  189  N.  Y. 
R.  K.  Nickerson,  147th  N.  Y. 

May.  1880,  as  reported  liy  .).  .1.  Oclisncr,  Mssessor. 

C.  A.  llu>li.  '.iTih  111. 

Chas.  Kuini,.  •••■.1  X.  Y.Cav. 

Wm.  Kewlev.  17th  111. 

A.  J.  McClure.   1st  la.   Art. 

were: 

J.  15.   P.aimM.ui.   list  III. 

Ceo.  W.  Twohee.  15:3d  111. 

i       .lann'S  A.  Davis,  'MUh  Wis. 

i:.   11.  Sleuarl.  TTIIi  111. 

C.  E.  .\slilex.    |>i    Wis.    Inf. 

Jos.  E.  Woodheail.  33d  Wis. 

Howard  N(nvnliani,  43d  Wis. 

(!.   1!.  |)a\  \ .  '.'d  Mil. 

Frank  .\l.l..  ^.  vsih  Wis. 

E.  L.    lieiiihaiili.    I."i4l  h    HI. 

M.  Wittenberg.  13th  Kan. 

J.  C.   .Meiiill.   Floili  Ohio. 

.\llielt    llellirk.    ;i-.',l     III. 

A.  Cameron,   muih   111. 

Win.    T.     McKnight.    lltb 

M.  V.   iliiller.  .-.Ill  la. 

S.  K.    Dewiv.   r.  S.  .\lt. 

J.  P.  Aiiph-at.  .   i:;.l  .Mo. 

.Mil. 

Josejih   Mirhrl.  TTth   I'a. 

J.  W.  Siiiilh.  mil   la. 

Jos.  H.  Phelps.  3(ilh  la. 

('.  l-\  M.ver.  :ilMli  Wis. 

.\.  .\.  Sroii.  :;,1   la.  Cav. 

Xick  Ivasliek.  HTlli  111. 

E.  Thurher,  15th  Ind. 

.1.  1'.  Will.  i'.i:;.l  (Miio. 
f.  .M.  i;i..»ii.  i4iii  hill. 

(i.  .1.  llilriiii.rk.  :.:,\   111. 

.1.  C.   Keiil/.l.  ii4lli  111.   Inf. 
1.   .\.  (lark.  '.'.Mil   III.   Inf. 
W.  II.  Smiili.  sih  la.  Cav. 

The  resiil.uil  soliliers  of  Lone  Tree  Township,  in 
June.   ISSK.  reported  by  S.  M.  Elder,  were: 

C.  W.  Walters.  .JTIIi  Wis. 

A.  S.  'I'«it,4iell,  mull  X.  Y. 

.Iclin  M.  Killer.  117th  111. 

L.  F.  Fryar,  37th  111. 

]'.  H.  Sehwah.  y:i\    111. 

Int. 

U.    V.   Craham.  3d   111.   Cav. 

C.    J.    Martin,  Oneida   Cav. 

('has.  Neviinaii.  Ttli   111.  ('ii\'. 

Xathaiiiel  (;raham.  37th  O. 

N.  Y. 

.).  1$.  Dinsraore,  !(tli  N.  V. 

Michael  Tessier.  37th  Wi.-^'. ' 

Edward     O.     Wallace,    39th 

([(•o.  F.  Di.xon,  7t.h  111.  Cav. 

W.  .1.  Keller,  33d  Wis. 

Charles   Diming.  3i»tli   Wis. 

Ind.  .V:  sth  Cav. 

John  N.  Kirkpatrick,  38th 

Frederick    Schroeder,    5  3d 

Inf. 

W.  L.  Palmer.  .iiUli   la. 

111. 

Wm.  Scelig.  13Uth  Ind. 

Jacob  Croflard,   tiSth  Ohio. 

The    soldiers    residing    in    Lewis    Township,    in 

Ira  Parker,  38th  Ohio. 

Marlon    A.    Hancock,    36th 

June.  1889,  as  reported  Ijy  Fred  Berkland,  were: 

Jas.  W.  Taylor,  27th  Wis. 
Chas.   Mead,   nth   Ind.   Art. 

la. 
Andrew  Ricker.  30th  Me. 

t;eo.  W.  Marsh,  60th  N.  Y 

Wni.  Hodge.  3d  la.  Cav. 

John  M.  .Innes.  t:,\  la. 

Robert  J.  Wilson.  36th   III. 

Inf. 

Harrison  Wing,  95th  111.  Inf. 

Ephriain    MiiMii.  1.  :;r,tli    la. 

Peter  Kritehtield.  |05tli   III. 

J 

.1.  Burdick.  49th   Wis.   Inf 

Thomas  Fairbanks,  47th  111. 

Edwai.l    M,  haM-.  ls:id  Pa. 

J.    E.   Wheel,. r.  till  A    I3tli 

L 

N.  A.  Campbell,  4Vth  Ind. 

Inf. 

Jacoli  lla-ar.  :a,th  la. 

111.  Cav. 

L 

't' 
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The  soldiers  and  sailors  in  Spring  Ranche  Town- 

The   soldiers  of   Eldorado    Township,    in   June, 

ship,  May  31,  1889,  reported  by  A.  J.  Frantz,  were: 

1889.  reported  l.y  Ji>hii  Oehsner,  were: 

George  Krell,  16th  U.  S.  Inf. 

Jos.  Meehan,  1st  Wis.  Cav. 

J.  T   oldakoi'.  i:iili  W.  \'. 

Alex.     Patterson,    1st    Wis. 

E.  R.  Tatraan.  TOth  la. 

Wm.  Osmon,  14th  Kan.  Inf. 

Frauei-.  Walsh.  :;d  Wis. 

Art. 

Parker  P.iM-luuiaii.    'XU\    111. 

A.   r.   Kiissrll.   177lli   (1.    Inf. 

II.   11.    l.oualM.  .-.V 

(I.-.,.  W  .  l,.'o.  i.-,i-ir,:;.l  III. 

\V.  W.  Huhlianl.sth  lll.Cav. 

1).  M.  .\.  Ml.  ion.   Mil  III.  C;i\. 

i;.  W.  cill.  null  111. 

•  I.s^.'  .1.    1  la  rl.i  11.  '.':'.. 1   l\  y. 

W.  R.  \V(..„I.  Till  III.  Cav. 

Ki.li.Mi  Ciiimll.   nsili  III. 

I.Minlli   (.MAO.    Vlll 

c.  w .  KiMu.  :.Mii  iiiiiii. 

.1.  H.  Clifl..ii.    Utii    III.    Inf. 

Ili.l.ril   D.niiii.  ■-•Isl   111. 

The    resnieiil    sni.liers    ui:    lulaud    Township    in 

H.  J.  Hull.  74lli  In.l. 

A.  11.  Ilv.h'.   nil  III.  Cav. 

Win.  Sriirlrr.  ;jlsl    III. 

Win.      liiillrilhid,     4lli      III. 

June.   ISS!).  rep.uted  by  John  Flick,  were: 

1).  W.   1!.   i;\aMs.   Isl  (1.  Cav. 

H,   II.  StaiT.  .■n-in.-.Ts. 

James     C.      Kearnev,     l.Mh 

Win.  Hinwn.  Tlh  111.  Cav. 

A.  .).  Vranz,  :i(l  Md.  Inf. 

D.  .1.    M.  ^.n-.  ,MMli   III. 

Wis.  Inf. 

.lames  liainl.T.  1st  Mo.  Cav. 

G.  W.  Barr,  11th  la.  Inf. 

Wm.   n.lav.    J.l  (  ol. 

Win.    Call.'iitiii.-.  7lli    W.  \', 

The  resident  soldiers  of  Marshall  Township,   in 

John   l',.|.T-,.,i.    i;il,   I'a. 

J.  11.  (  .  N.li.ii.li.  -.'(list    I'a. 

Teddi.'  I'K-.ii.  lii:;.l    I'a. 

X.-il    M.'K.-iiiii-.\.   is-.'d  Ohio. 
\ii-l  ill  l,al  111'. 11..  K'.i'.l  li  X.  V. 

June,  ISS!),  reported  by  J.  W.  Britt,  were: 

.l....|,h   Mver.  3Gth  Pa.  Inf. 

H.  C.  Masterson,  133  111.  Inf. 

Dindlev   Walton,    9th    Ind. 

TluHiias      M.-C.ntiiiok.      1  1)  It 

Will.    Harnett,    7th    W.    V. 

.1.  E.  Smith.  47lh  la. 
Tl ;i^  Sumn.T.  r.il,  In. 

Inf. 
Meiijll    Walton.    9th    Ind. 

Inf. 

.Mirli.  Cax. 
Geo.  F.    Siiiilli.   IM   ^\r.  Inf. 
Ben.  T.  liilev.  7iuli  oiiio. 

.\ll..t'i    T.athfop.  ISth  Conn, 
h.    M.    l-tan.a......  ■■otli    Wis. 

( 'l'^'     I-'     'l   Kll  ■  ■    'It  i    1    '  C-iv 

.\.  1'.  Kamlall.  19th  la.  Inf. 

^Y.  W.   Lv..n>,  -.'IM   la. 

!..■...  \',  1 ■.  mill  Mioh. 

Chllllr-  1,(1111111.    4,-,lh    111. 

Marshall  Tolle,  33d  Mo. 

W.  Welt, .11,  :i(l    Mieh.  Cav. 

Antfust  Sleiuhniek,  1st,  Mo. 

Clint. ,11   |);iM-.   nth  (Ihio. 

h.    R.    Chapman,    Kith    111. 

Wm.  Ealef,  l-'th  Pa.  Cav. 

Will.    W.    Si.uail.    47th    111. 

Inf. 

The  soldiers  residing  in   Glenville  township,  in 

(Irn.    Srl,«i,it;|,.,   .V.M    111. 

i;    1'    Xall    :!:J(1  III. 

Aaron  Hart.  141st  Ohio  Inf. 
D.  J.  Cook,  77th  III.  Inf. 

ill  1S8'.>,  rei>orted  by  W.  G.  Shiveley,  were: 

James  H.   Hazlett.   9th   111. 

John    SlaiT.    U.-.lh    I'ti.    Inf. 

Silas  .\.-ki.ian.    i:;.l   Ind. 

n.  F.   Fishef.    1st    :\lieh.  i-n- 

Cav. 

W.  N.  Itiiniliill.  sil,  h,.    Inf. 

J.   K.   \'an..'.  :;:illi   (diio. 

i;iiio.'rs. 

The   resident   soldiers   of     l.ynn    Towiiship.    in 

W.  Siiiilli.  .Ml.   N.   V.   Arl. 
II.    K.    Ilalloek,    loMi    Mieli. 

I).   11.   Kanilolpli  (sailor). 
E.  W.   lioiiis,  4lli  111.  Cav. 

April,  ISsn,  reported  by  B.  F.  Hockett,  were: 

Cav. 

Hush  M.-Ciin.'.  (-..-.Ill  111. 

(i.  \V.  HIakelv.  '.mh  Ind. 
C.  A.  Kavhn-.  3'.ith  Mo. 

Andrew  McCormlek.  8th  N. 
Y.  Art. 

L.  W.  Hunniciitt.  24th  la. 
J.  F.  Worick,  .5th  Wis. 

Jacob  Tiis.li.  lir.'.l  I'.i. 

.1.  H.    Knrkliill.    H'.lth  (ihi... 

.\hiii  Ciav.   l:j:!d  N.  V. 

The  resident  soldiers  of  School  Creek  Township, 

.T.  H.    KnlHTtsun.   :i.-,th   Wiv 
\Vm.  Neuh.tl.  .MUll   X.    V, 

.1.  II.  .\ll.iii;hl.  :;d   X.  Y. 
Win.  Zonk.  iii:;.i  III. 

reported  in  June.  1889,  by  J.  G.  Nuss,  were: 

E.   .1      Slullr.     1~.|      N.     V.     ,\ll 

(  O'o.  I'.   1  lirkMUl.  71  li  III.  Cav. 

Thomas   Smith,  38lh   Ohio. 

Josiah  Selmlz.  l()3d   Ohio. 

()    Ili-'ili-     1  ti'ith   III 

.1.  .1.  Mill.f.   1  nil  Iti. 

John  W.  W.  Swallow,  Uiith 

I!..iil..ii  i;....lh.  1st  III.  L.  A. 

.1.  K    'l-iini.T.  :Mtli  III, 

w.  11.  ii.-odcf.  ;!ii  III. 

III. 

.l..-..,pli   Mi.'lia.-l.  77tli  Fa. 

,1.  C.  (Jalrs.  e.llii  III. 

Edward  MeVey,  4th  la.  Cav. 

.\ /.,    .\     CoLV\.     Kitli     Wis. 

E.  a'.  Ilehanl.  'J.-.tli  la. 

(;.   C.    Hartiielman.    7(h    111. 

Wm.  Crooks,  4()th  Wis, 

Chailo.-    h.    Campbell,    77th 

J    \V.  Freneh.  -Jd  111.  Art. 

Cav. 

Jeremiah    Dalv,    9th    Conn. 

III 

H.  H.  Turner,  37th  la. 

R.  W.  Bayles,   4th  la.   Cav. 

Int.                                      IH.  C.  Edmiston,  31st  Pa. 

te 
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CHAPTER   XXI. 


lY  Cexthe  a.mj   Sutton — Location    of   the    Skat   of    .Iustice — Pk)Nf,i;i!    Days    of    the    Villages — "Ea 

lirsiNEss  IIoxTKEs  and  DWELLINGS — Incohpokation — SfHooLs — CiirHrHEs — Secket  and  Benevolent 

Associations — Oi-enino  of  Railroad  Connections — Telepiionp; — Banks — Postoffices — 

French  ani>  (Jray-  Settlements — General  Development  and  Pkouress — 

Present  Interests — Modern  Condition. 


tiiih  1    ot    CI  i\    ('()iiHt\ 
tlu     turn     tlu     couiit\ 
oi,ini/((l    in    1S71     to 

1.       mil   Uu     s|K.ti(    ot 

til  it    \)n  n    ot    w  ilil     pi  uiR 

filltil  tli(  mttipiisinii  (iti/ens 

Sutton  With   iliim        Vttci  some 

tli(  wisdom  (II  ill  ijoiitN 
il(  ill  tint  It  isUd  Vs 
lli(  ti  iiisictious  of  the 
lu  IN  ami  in  the  political 
u'  people  of  Sutton  cou- 
it  tlie  victory  was  against 
il  the  profits  (ii(,t  proph- 
ets), hut  a  second  clcrtioii  ilcchircl  Clay  Cciitiv  cli- 
titU'd  to  both. 

The  latter  town  was  surve3'ed  in  the  summer  of 
187it,  by  O.  P.  Alexander,  acting  as  trustee  for  the 
Town  Site  Company,  composed  of  R.  G.  Brown,  of 
Sutton;  E.  P.  Church,  of  Harvard;  R.  Bayly  and 
O.  P.  Alexander,  of  Fairfield,  and  is  located  at  the 
exact  center  of  the  county.  The  land  was  purchased 
from   the    Burlington    &   Missouri    River    Railroad 


Coiiipiin  111(1  I  lid  ott  into  (i(H)  lots  llu  lust  build- 
ing ticitid  on  the  sitt  wis  i  luge  om.,  ston  ti  line, 
belonging  to  W  T>  Young,  and  used  b\  the  county 
foi  1  toiut  houst  md  w  is  built  in  Ma\  ISTO  The 
ikM  binldiu,  «  IS  I  i.stiiii  lilt  b,  loiuiiu  to  I  \. 
Mills  (,(,t(.(l  111  liiiK  IsT't  md  m  liih  tin  post- 
othiL  WIS  bioiiulit  tioin  '\Iiishill  iliout  two  miles 
exst,  and  estiblishtd  it  the  centei  ind  wis  kept  by 
thi  piL&Liit  in(_uiiil)Lnt  Mis  Soiihii  CiuRkshink  in 
1  sin  ill  h(ius(  tin  lionl  putol  which  is  used  is  a 
p()stolll((  mil  tlu  bi(ki>iit  IS  I  icsidtnte  Alxnit 
the  fiist  ot  the  iK\t  ^ell  (i  E  Buge  uid  L  D. 
Fowlei  limit  in  ibstiut  and  loin  oftite,  in  whu  h 
business  they  are  still  engaged,  having  the  only  set 
of  abstract  books  in  the  countj-.  The  firm  also  car- 
ried on  a  Itanking  liusiness.  In  August,  1881,  a 
new  firm  was  formed  and  incorporated,  succeeding 
that  of  Birge  &  Fowler,  known  as  the  Clay  County 
Abstract  and  Loan  Company',  and  having  a  capital 
stock  paid  up  of  $15,000.  The  company  is  com- 
posed of  (t.  H.  Cowles,  president;  L.  D.  Fowler, 
vice-president,  and  G.  E.  Birge,  manager. 

Ill  January,  1881,  W.  D.  Young  built  a  carpen- 
ter shop,  which  was  occupied  June  1,  by  Mrs.  E.  C. 
Tout,  and  in  which  she  kept  a  general  store,  con- 
tinuing in  the  business  until  December,'  and  was  sue- 
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ceeded  Ijy  D.  Leitch,  who  keeps  a  general  store  in 
the  same  room,  in  wliich  also  Mrs.  A.  L.  Strong 
keeps  a  stock  of  millinery  gootls.  G.  S.  and  J.  C. 
Ward,  before  the  town  started,  had  opened  a  black- 
smith shop  just  outside  of  where  it  was  laid  off,  and 
in  January,  1880,  they  moved  their  shop  into  the 
town,  whpi'c  tlioy  rontinned  tlio  tmdc  of  hlacksmith- 
ing  ;iii(l  rc|i:iiiiii^.  A  chiii'cli  cdilicc  was  erected  in 
December,  issi).  I,v  llic  Clnislinns.  wliohad  hitherto 
been  holding  services  in  a  cdiintiy  si-IkioI  house, 
south  of  where  the  town  now  striiids.  ;inil  is  a  24x4() 
frame  house,  costing  aboat  $1 ,20(1.  iV  school  liouse 
was  liuilt  in  Jul}-,  1881,  in  which  was  taught  the 
first  school  in  the  town  by  iNFrs.  Cliarles  Wagner. 
A  second  church  was  establishcil  in  [''iliniMiy.  1882, 
by  the  Congregationalists,  witli  thiitv  nicinbcrs,  and 
Rev.  G.  A.  Taj'lor,  pastor.  Ser\ices  arc  lield  in  the 
court  room,  but  active  steps  are  lieing  taken  for  the 
building  of  a  regular  church  house  at  an  early  date. 
Following  this,  in  tlic  iiiinnMliatc  onlcr  dl'  tiiiir.  was 
the  erection  of  a  lie >tcMiy  (',  I-.  Ilolhrook,  which  he 
ran  as  a  public  house  until  August  of  the  .same  year, 
when  it  was  rented  to  P.  T.  Walton,  and  used  for 
the  same  purpose  up  to  Fel)ruary.  1881,  at  which 
time  it  was  sold  to  J.  ]}.  and  S.  S  Tuttlc  the  pres- 
ent owners  and  proiirictors.  The  next  Imilding  was 
a  law  ottice,  which  was  liuilt  in  March,  1880,  by  S. 
A.  Searle,  and  following  this  was  the  erection  of  a 
storeroom  by  S.  A.  Allen,  in  which  for  a  short  time 
he  kept  a  stock  of  drugs.  The  business,  however, 
ceased,  and  the  house  was  sold  and  is  now  used  for 
h  residence.  In  March  C.  N.  Green  built  a  house 
for  a  saloon;  H.  L.  Corey  and  J.  H.  Davis  built  a 
livery  barn  and  residence,  and  also  a  residence  by 
C.  J.  Martin  was  built  during  that  month.  In  No- 
vember, 1880,  E.  P.  Burnett  put  up  a  rcsidiaici'.  as 
also  Mrs.  D.  C.  Marsh,  the  latter  being  used  for  a 
short  time  for  a  boarding-house  while  the  court 
house  was  in  process  of  erection.  The  contract  for 
the  erection  of  the  court  house  was  given  to  W.  D. 
Young,  in  February,  1880,  and  in  the  following 
May  work  was  commenced  on  the  l)uilding,  which 
was  completed  by  the  first  of  Novcnilici'.  according 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract; 

In  1873  the  Marshall  postofflce  was  established 
on  Section  6,  Township  6,  Range  6,  at  the  house  of 


James  Cruickshank,  with  the  owner  as  postmaster. 
He  continued  to  hold  the  office  there  luitil  aliout 
1878,  when  Mrs.  Sophia  Cruickshank  was  appointed 
and  carried  on  the  office  at  Marshall  for  about  one 
year,  when  the  office  was  i-liangcd  to  tiie  new  count \ 
seat.  The  salary  at  tliat  time  was  i{~]  per  niontli; 
but  as  the  new  town  grew  this  small  consideration 
increased,  and  the  office  is  paid  by  ordinary  com- 
mission to-day.  Mrs.  Cruickshank  has  held  the 
office  continuously  siiirc  ISTII.  anil  prior  to  that 
time  carried  on  the  olli.^,.  i\„-  he,-  brother-in-law. 
For  the  three  montiis  cudin-  hcccmlici-  31,  1880. 
the  sale  of  stamps  anioiuilcd  to  s:;i'!i.  while  the 
money  orders  issued  anioinit  to  aliont  .'-:>; 1 10  per  year. 
The  first  amnial  meeting  of  si-lio<il  district  .\o. 
70  was  organized  .\pril  I.  l.s.si,  ('.  .1.  .Martin  pre- 
siding. Charles  ijunn  was  chosen  trc:isnrer;  A.  J. 
McPeak.  J.  P.  Thomj.soii  .and  L  .1  l-oiiiey  building 
committee.  The  vote  (.f  the  district  in  favor  of 
Imilding  was  21.  and  against  !l.  the  amount  in  .|Ues- 
tion  being  $2SII.  .lolm  Damon  presided  in  ISSi',  .). 
P.  Nixon  and  C.  J.  Martin  in  1883-4.  In  1885  H. 
H.  Hendee  and  wife  were  engaged  to  teach  the 
school  here  for  $700  per  annum.  In  1886  William 
M.  Walters  was  a  director.  In  April,  1887,  he  and 
J.  M.  Jones  were  chosen  trustees  for  one  year,  D. 
Leitch  and  P.  Cruickshank  for  two  3'ears,  Jacob 
Hayward  and  N.  M.  Moulton  tor  three  years.  In 
April,  1888,  the  (piestion  of  issuing  bonds  for 
$3,000,  the  proceeds  to  be  expended  on  a  school 
building,  was  ordered  to  l)e  submitted.  This  propo- 
sition was  carried  and  the  two-story  frame  building 
erected.  The  school  board,  in  February,  1891^), 
comprises  H.  E.  McDowell.  D.  Leitch.  J.  M.  Lyons. 
Jacob  Hagar,  N.  M.  .Moulton.  and  Secretary  Stien. 
Minnie  Bayly  was  employed  as  Icaclierin  Septembia'. 
1880;  C.  S.  Detwieler  in  August,  is.si;  hhnma  .Me- 
Kee,  1882;  William  M.  Walters,  is.s:;;  |[.  i',.  Strong 
and  H.  H.  Hendee,  1884;  B.  G.  Moulton,  Josie  L. 
Noble,  L.  J.  Cowen,  1885.  In  1888,  J.  K.  McKee, 
«  asie  Noble  and  Jennie  Forbes  were  teachers,  while 
in  1889  the  name  of  N.  M.  (iraham  appears  as 
teacher,  and  he  with  Misses  Noble  and  Price  preside 
over  the  schools  in  ISOO.  The  number  of  pupils 
enrolled  is  145,  and  tlu^  total  numlier  in  the  county, 
5,877,  of  whom  3,ll(t  are  mal<>s  and  2,767  females. 
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(Jeoioc  K.  Birgo.  E.  P.  Burnett.  George  F.  Dick- 
.sou.  Louis  F.  Fryar,  Charles  J.  Martin.  Jonas  P. 
Nixon.  0.  H.  Parsons,  George  H.  Van  Duyne  and 
Justus  E.  Wlieeler  are  credited  with  being  the  only 
owners  of  books  in  1881-82  at  Clay  Center. 

Clay  Center  was  incorporated  February  19. 1887, 
on  petition  of  Peter  Cruickshank  and  eighty-two 
others,  with  Dugald  Leitch,  N.  M.  Moulton,  C.  S. 
Detwieler,  John  C.  Ward  and  H.  E.  Goodall,  trustees. 
This  board  organized  February  23,  with  D.  Leitch, 
president;  John  M.  Jones,  clerk;  B.  F.  Pollock, 
treasurer;  B.  F.  McLoney,  attorney.  In  April,  J. 
C.  Ward,  J.  W.  Irish,  B.  F.  Pollock,  J.  M.  Jones 
and  J.  Harrison  were  chosen  trustees;  L.  F.  Fryar, 
treasurer;  Charles  Athey,  marshall,  and  B.  F.  Mc- 
Loney, clerk  and  attorney;  Messrs.  Fryar  &  McLo- 
ney hold  these  positions  still.  In  1888,  C.  S.  Detweiler, 
LeeBurlingame,  J.  M.  Jones,  C.  L.  Woodward  and 
H.  B.  Strong,  were  chosen  trustees  and  L.  Gardner, 
marshall;  in  1889,  Jacob  Hagar,  George  S.  Ward, 
Lee  Burlingame,  George  E.  Birge  and  H.  E.  Mc- 
Dowell, trustees;  B.  F.  McLoney,  clerk  and  attorney; 
L.  F.  Fryar,  treasurer;  J.  W.  Crouse.  street  com- 
missioner; L.  Gardner,  marshal. 

In  December,  1886,  a  number  of  persons  from 
Fairfield  visited  Clay  Center  on  the  first  passenger 
train  that  entered  the  town.  Conductor  Miller  and 
engineer  Gordon  were  in  charge  of  the  train.  Two 
hundred  and  ten  persons  formed  the  party. 

On  March  1,  1887,  the  depot  at  Clay  Center  was 
opened  with  S.  M.  Wallace,  agent.  He  is  still  in 
that  position.  The  record  of  business  for  the  year 
ending  March  1,  1888  shows  a  total  business  of 
$37,709.47.  The  heavy  business  of  that  year  must 
be  credited  to  the  large  amount  of  corn  cribbed  here 
awaiting  the  completion  of  the  road  for  shipment, 
so  that  the  fact  of  the  business  of  the  two  last  years 
not  showing  an  increase  over  that  of  the  first  year 
must  be  credited  to  this  source. 

The  telephone  line  between  Clay  Center  and  Fair- 
field was  completed  April  30.  1887,  the  credit  being 
given  to  L.  F.  Fryar  and  Jesse  EUer  of  Clay  Center, 
and  C.  J.  Furer,  E.  J.  Jenkins,  J.  C.  Hedge  and  J. 
L.  Epperson,  of  Faii-field. 

The  Commercial  State  Bank  at  Clay  Center,  was 
established  February   11,    1887,  with  O.  G.  Smith, 


president;  J.  M.  Sewell,  vice-president;  Horace  N. 
Jones,  cashier,  and  H.  E.  McDowell,  assistant  cash- 
ier.     The  capital  paid  up  is  *30,000. 

The  State  Bank  of  Clay  Center  suceeded  the 
First  National  Bank.  The  new  organization  was 
effected  August  7,  1889,  the  corporators  being  G. 
W.  Clawson,  S.  A.  Walker,  C.  F.  McGrew,  George 
A.  Tenney,  Frank  Knox,  George  E.  Birge,  L.  I). 
Fowler,  W.  J.  Gardiner,  W.  L.  Wilson  and  William 
M.  Walters.  G.  W.  Clawson  was  chosen  president, 
and  W.  J.  Gardiner  cashier. 

The  State  Bank  building  was  erected  in  1887  i)y 
Jesse  F.  EUer.  This  and  the  court  house  are  the 
only  brick  buildings  in  town. 

The  Clay  County  Abstract  and  Trust  Company 
was  organized  in  January,  1888,  with  L.  F.  Fryar, 
president;  George  E.  Birge,  vice-president;  H.  E. 
Stein,  manager,  and  they  with  L.  D,  Fowler  formed 
the  board  of  director. 

The  Methodist  Society  completed  organization 
in  1884,  with  J.  M.  Markle,  preacher,  and  the  fol- 
lowing named  members:  Mrs.  Markwell,  H.  0. 
Skike  and  wife,  G.  W.  Fate  and  wife,  Caroline 
McClanahan,  Nancy  McClanahan  and  William  Wal- 
ters and  wife.  This  society  erected  a  neat  frame 
church  building,  which  was  dedicated  November  1 1 , 
1888,  and  in  other  directions  shows  signs  of  pro- 
gress. The  Ladies'  Aid  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  elected  the  following  officers  for 
1890:  Mrs.  D.  Fetz,  president;  Mrs.  Mead,  vice- 
president;  Mrs.  George  Ward,  secretary;  Mrs.  N. 
E.  Perry,  treasurer. 

The  Congregational  Church  of  Clay  Center  was 
organized  February  4,  1882,  with  Peter  McMartin, 
E.  P.  Burnett  and  Peter  Cruickshank,  trustees.'  In 
September  C.  Wagner  took  Mr.  McMartin's  place. 
Mrs.  A.  L.  Strong  was  elected  January  17,  1883, 
John  Weir,  October,  1883,  E.  P.  Burnett  and  Peter 
Cruickshank  were  re-elected  in  January,  1884,  and 
N.  M.  Moulton,  vice  Burnett,  in  September  of  that 
year.  Early  in  the  year  steps  were  taken  to  build 
a  church-house,  and  in  September,  1884,  the  dedi- 
cation took  place.  In  January,  1885,  Mr.  Cruick- 
shank was  chosen  to  fill  vacancy;  M.  S.  Price  was 
elected  in  January,  1886;  George  E.  Birge  and  D. 
Leitch,  in  January,  1887,  and  George  E.  Birge  was 
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re-elected  in  January,  1888.  The  menilier.s,  on 
Afnrrli  7.  1882,  were  D.  D.  Noble,  wife  and  three 
.l:ni-litcrs;  Cora  Noble,  Sarah  S.  Tuttle,  P.  O. 
Maikwcll,  Annie  L.  Strong,  Peter  and  Sophia 
Cruickshank,PeterMeMartin,  J.  G.  and  J.  P.  Grym, 
Kmily  L.  Noyes,  George  E.  Birge,  Mrs.  Ward, 
Charles  H.  and  Fannie  Wanger,  S.  A.  and  Hattie 
Allen,  A.  Cosselman,  the  Me  Pecks.  Sarah  and  Jen- 
nie Leitch.  3Irs.  Stayjcer.  Dan  \Vilkinson  and  wife, 
Cluirlotte  Wheeler  and  a  few  others.  One  hundred 
and  five  names  were  enrolled  up  to  Januarj",  1890, 
of  whom  twenty-two  were  dismissed  and  two  were 
removed  by  death.  The  first  preacher  was  George 
E.  Taylor,  who  was  succeeded  in  August,  1886,  liy 
Mr.  Southworth.  Miss  Emma  K.  Henry  was  ap- 
pointed pastor  April  3,  1887.  ami  on  January  8, 
1888,  Rev.  R.  R.  Williams  was  called.  H.  E. 
McDowell  succeeded  E.  E.  Benton  as  clerk,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1888. 

The  Christian  Church  was  organized  January  11, 
1875.  with  Daniel,  Susannah  and  Lavina  Troxel, 
Abraham  and  Mary  Davis.  ^\'alter  and  Harriet 
(iantz,  Annie  Eller,  Rebecca  Wileman,  Olander  and 
Amanda  McKay,  J.  Artrup  and  John  Sperry.  mem- 
l)ers.  The  preachers  have  been  AV.  T.  and  T.  J. 
Newcomb,  George  Lobinger.  William  Snmpter.  C. 
B.  Lotspeich,  0.  C.  Hubhell,  J.  H.  Stark  and  A. 
K.  Wright.  The  office  of  clerk  has  been  filled  by 
J.  F.  Eller  and  M.  E.  Thomas,  while  Messrs.  Eller, 
AUbee  and  McAdams  formed  the  building  commits 
tee  in  1881,  under  whose  direction  the  house  of 
worship  was  completed  in  the  fall  of  that  year. 
The  present  membership  is  121. 

The  members  of  the  Catholic  congregation  as- 
semble at  intervals,  to  take  part  in  the  ceremonies 
of  the  church;   but  there  is  no  resident  pastor. 

Of  the  secret  and  benevolent  societies  at  Clay 
Center  the  following  are  deserving  of  especial  men- 
tion: Clay  Center  Lodge  No.  139.  A.  P.  &  A.  M. , 
was  organized  December  15,  A.  L.  5884,  under  dis- 
pensation granted  by  M.  W. ,  John  J.  Wemple.  G. 
M. ,  on  December  6,  A.  L.  5884.  Tlie  chartei-  was 
granted  June  24,  A.  L.  5885,  to  Geor-v  Ciininiiinn, 
James  Cummins.  William  C.  Dye,  Jesse  F.  Kller. 
James  S.  Foulon.  Louis  V.  j-'iyar.  James  Leitch, 
Hugh    Loudin.  Charles  .].  Martin.  Jeremiah  J.  Mil- 


ler, Guy  W.  Secord,  William  D.  Shike,  William  D. 
Stone,  H.    B.    Strong,  William  M.    Walters.  Justus 

E.  Wheeler  and  George  A.  Shike,  and  the  lodge  was 
constituted  July  21,  A.  L.  5885,  by  W.  B.,  Mel- 
ville W.  Stone,  proxie  of  M.  W. ,  Manoah  B.  Reese, 
(i.  M.  The  Worshipful  Masters  of  this  lodge  are 
named  as  follows  in  the  order  of  service:  L.  F. 
Fryar,  U.  D. ;  L.  F.  Fryar,  July  21,  1885,  to  June 
24,  1886;  H.  B.  Strong.  June  24.  1886.  to  June 
24,  1887;  L.  V  Fryar.  Jnne  24.  1SS7.  to  June  24, 
1888;  H.  E.  Stein.  Jnne  24.  ISS.S.  to  Jnne  24. 
1889,  and  re-elected  for  term  ending  June  24,  1890. 

The  office  of  secretaries  has  been  filled  by  the 
following  named  members:  C.  J.  Mai-tin,  U.  D. ,  C. 
J.  Martin,  July  21,  1885,  to  .June  24,  1886:  W. 
M.  Walters,  June  24.  1886,  to  June  24.  1887;  J. 
J.  Miller.  June  24,  1887,  to  June  24,  1888;  C.  H. 
Keyes,  June  24,  1888,  to  June  24,  1889;    George 

F.  Dickson.  June  24.  1889,  for  term  ending  June 
24.  ISilU.  The  only  death  was  that  of  John  L. 
Burt,  who  was  luiried  March  23.  A.  L.  5885,  U.  D. 
The  present  membership  is  twenty-seven. 

The  officers  in  1889  were:  H.    E.  Stein,  master: 

G.  W.  Secord,  C.  C.  Blanchard.  George  F.  Dick- 
son, C.  H.  Keyes,  H.  B.  Loudin.  J.  B.  Eller,  G, 
A.  Shike  and  George  Cinnamon. 

Of  Excelsior  Lodge  No.  15,  K.  of  P. ,  it  may  ))e 
said  that  on  October  21,  1873,  a  preliminary  meet- 
ing was  held  at  Brownville,  Neb. ,  for  the  pupose  of 
petitioning  for  charter.  On  November  19,  1873,  a 
charter  was  granted  to  John  Blake,  L.  A.  Bergman. 
E.  Huddart,  A.  J.  McFall,  J.  C.  McNaughton,  H. 
H.  Dolen,  H.  L.  Crist,  John  B.  McCabe,  W.  T. 
Rogers  and  T.  D.  Shurtz  to  organize  at  Brownville, 
Neb. ,  a  lodge  of  Knights  of  Pythias  to  be  known  as 
Excelsior  Lodge  No.  15,  K.  of  P.,  Nebraska.  On 
November  19,  1873,  the  lodge  was  instituted  by  J. 
W.  Carter,  G.  C. ,  and  on  March  2,  1887,  moved  to 
Claj'  Center  and  opened  by  John  Morrison,  G.  C. 
The  chancellor  commanders  at  Brownville  were: 
John  Blake,  J.  C.  McNaughton.  J,  B.  Docker,  D.  B. 
Calhapp,  B.  F.  Sanders,  J.  B.  McCabe.  E.  Hud- 
dart, J.  H.  Bower,  W.  M.  Kautfman,  J.  C.  Mc- 
Naughton, P.  E.  Johnson,  Isaac  Williams  and  W. 
T.  Moore,  while  at  Clay  Center  the  office  was  held 
by  John   M.    Jones  and  George  E.    Birge.     W.    B. 
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Smith  holds  that  ottiee  at  prosont.  The  keepers  of 
iviM.nl  anil  sseal  at  IJiwviivilh'  were:  11.  H.  Dolen, 
J.  M.  Hacker.  F.  K.  Johnson.  W.  :\I.  Kauttiuan,  E. 
Lownian.  D.  D.  Adams,  (Jeoriic  W.  Fahbrother, 
Jr.,  S.  Seeman.  J.  B.  Doeker,  T.  C.  Hacker,  W.  M. 
Kanffman,  C.  S.  Chatfield,  J.  C.  McNaughton,  W. 
M.  Kauffman,  and  at  Clay  Center:  W.  B.  Smith.  B. 
F.  MeLoney,  H.  E.  Stein  and  S.  \.  1>.  Ilinton.  who 
holds  that  office  at  present.  The  only  death  oc- 
curred July  28.  1888.  when  ll.-nry  C  l!ea.-h  di,-d  at 
Whitten,  Iowa.  The  pivs.Mit  inemliership  is  twenty- 
seven. 

.lordan  Post.  <1.  .\.  K..  was  organized  during 
tiie  winter  of  ISSil-ST.  and  tlie  eliarter  was  granted 
March  11,  1887,  to  the  following  named  comrades: 
Robert  J.  Wilson,  Twenty-sixth  Illinois  Infantry; 
Joseph  L,  Myer,  Twenty-sixth  Penu.sylvania  Infan- 
try; Jacob  Hagar,  Company  K,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa 
Infantry;  Joseph  Burt,  Company  A,  Eighth  Iowa 
Cavalry;  Chai-les  Latour,  Company  C. ,  Forty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry;  Samuel  Williams,  Company  K, 
Seventy-third  New  York  Infantry;  J.  J.  Miller.  Com- 
pany D,  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry;  J.  W.  Irish.  Com- 
pany A.  Second  United  States  Artillery;  Nathaniel 
Graham,  Company  A,  Twenty-seventh  Ohio  Infan- 
try; S.  M.  Elder,  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and 
Forty-third  Illinois  Infantry;  Eli  Golding,  Company 
I,  One  Hundred  and  Eighteenth,  and  Company  I, 
One  Hundred  aud  Fifty-fourth  Indiana  Infantry;  B. 
F.  (5raham,  Company  D,  Third  Illinois  Cavalry; 
Ephraim  Sumner,  Company  C,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa 
Infantry;  L.  P.  Fryar,  Company  A,  Thirty-seventh 
Illinois  Infantry;  G.  W.  Marsh,  Company  C,  Six- 
tieth New  Y''ork  Infantry;  Thomas  Sumner,  Com- 
pany D,  Sixth  Iowa  Infantry;  William  Seelig.  Com- 
pany I,  One  Hundred  aud  Thirtictii  lnilian:i  infan- 
try; John  M.  Jones,  Company  F,  Thiily-third  Iowa 
Infantry. 

The  past  post-commanders  are:  Jacob  Hagar, 
L.  F.  Fryer  and  J.  J.  Miller;  while  S.  M.  Elder  is 
the  present  commander.  John  M.  Jones  has  served 
as  adjutant  from  beginning.  The  present  member- 
ship is  twenty-eight,  with  place  of  meeting  in  Union 
Hall.  The  name  of  regiment  of  members  of  this 
Post  are  contained  in  the  rosti'rs  of  resident  soldiers 
of  the  countv. 


The  Woman's  Relief  Corps  was  organized  Janu- 
ary 4,  1888,  with  sixteen  members,  of  whom  the 
following  named  were  chosen  officers  in  order  of 
corps  rank:  Mesdames  Walters,  Miller,  Seelig,  Mead, 
Jacol)  Hagar,  Graham,  McLean  and  Wilson. 

The  A.  0.  U.  W.  was  chartered  here  March  21, 
1880.  The  following  were  charter  members.  [* 
after  name  of  first  officers.]  Joseph  Spear,  L.  F. 
Fryar*,  Arthur  E.  Nye,  John  M.  Jones*,  Edward  1). 
Davis*,  James  L.  Campbell,  Lee  Burlingarae*, 
Julius  M.  McLeod,  G.  E.  Birge*,  S.  A.  D.  Ilinton*, 
O.  C.  Williarais*,  F.  A.  Thompson*,  H.  E.  Stein*, 
M.  P.  Leitch,  O.  P.  Shoemaker*,  F.  Stanton*,  J.  C. 
Ward*,  C.  C.  Blanchard*,  L.  F.  Fryar,  P.  M.  W. ; 
J.  C.  Ward,  M.  W. ;  E.  D.  Davis,  F. ;  H.  E.  Stein, 
O. ;  0.  C.  Williams,  rec'd;  F.  A.  Thompson,  fin. ; 
G.  E.  Birge,  receiver.  The  names  of  Past  Master 
Workman  and  present  Master  Workman  are  ]>.  F. 
Fryar  and  Master  Workman  J.  C.  Ward.  O.  C. 
Williams  is  recorder.  There  are  twenty-four  active 
members  of  this  lodge. 

The  old  cornet  band  in  August,  1884,  comprised 
J.  P.  Eller,  Walter  McKinley,  J.  M.  Jones,  Jacob 
EUer,  Ed.  Unilerwood,  George  Ward,  Joseph  Price. 
L.  F.  Fryar,  Harry  Goodall,  C.  S.  Detweiler  an<l  B. 
H.  Markwell.  In  March,  1887,  a  re-organiz:ition 
was  effected  under  the  title  of  Knights  of  Pythias 
Band,  with  H.  C.  Beach,  leader. 

The  press  at  Clay  Center  is  represented  by  the 
Sun  and  Democrat.  The  former  is  the  ofliciMi  paper 
of  the  county,  and  is  very  well  conducted. 

The  Democrat  is  a  new  journal,  and  thor<inghl\ 
what  its  name  indicates.  To  it  is  crcditcil  the  in 
quiry  which  led  to  the  examination  of  the  record 
books  of  the  treasurer's  office  back  to  1880. 

Sutton  is  the  center  of  new  associations.  It 
■l)orrows  no  propelling  power  from  venerated  anti- 
quareanism  since  the  spot  where  it  now  stands  was 
but  yesterday  the  prairie.  Her  first  settlers  were 
iron-souled  men.  who  determined  to  hew  out  a  town 
and  build  up  a  prosperous  community.  They  had  a 
mission  which  they  performed,  and  so  effectually 
done  was  the  work  that  it  appears  to  grow  in  solidity 
with  the  years  and  to  be  done  for  all  time.  Sutton 
is  the  oldest  town  in  Clay  County,  the  largest  in 
point  of  population  and  I)usiness,  and  the  lowest  in 
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elevation  above  sea  level.  Its  earlj'  history  is  inter- 
esting- in  every  particular  and  instructive  in  many. 
It  lc;4)fii  uitliiii  twenty-one  months  from  a  tract  of 
wild  prairie  into  a  pretentious  county  seat,  and 
within  that  time  entered  the  lists  against  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  legions.  Through- 
out tills  war  against  a  powerful  corporation,  the  peo- 
ple conducted  themselves  with  remarkable  modera- 
tion, and  justice  won  for  once  against  oppression. 
This  victory  became  the  theme  of  G-eorge  W.  Bemis, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1872  he  sent  the  following  poem, 
'■Grafton  to  Sutton,"  to  the  M.  S.  S.  Journal,  then 
issued  by  the  members  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  Lodge, 
and  published  in  the  State  Journal  in  1873: 

"Wliat  a  clanking  of  hammers  and  ringing  of  saws; 
How  they  sound  tlirougli  the  valleys  and  ring  in  the  draws: 
Oh!  Sutton  is  growing,  in  the  midst  of  the  fray. 
With  the  city  of  Grafton  only /our  miles  away. 

■•Hiiw  the  li.  A  .M.  ciiijiiics  shiick.  whistlr  :uhI  S(|iiall, 
.\ii<l  s.'ii.l  f..rtli  111.'  iinliT  thai  Sutl.ni  iiiii^l    rail: 
How  ^\u^^  tliuii.hT  aiMJ  iiiulln'  and  -icaii  iii-lil   and  day. 
With  the  city  of  (liallni,  ,,iily  thr.r  miles  aw:iy. 
.  "Then  came  Mr.  .Maiihis.  and  lliiis  lir  did  say. 
•I  am  tired  of  Grafton:  if  only  1  may, 
I'll  come  down  to  Sutton,  without  delay.' 
Soon  Graftqn  will  be  only  two  miles  away. 
"Then  started  the  wa-ons  and  horsrs  and  nii'M. 

The  steeds,  how  tln^y  loa I.  as  a  \\lii|i  now  and  then. 

Came  down  on  thcii-  siili'S.  ncai'  tlir  i-l.isc  of  the  day, 
Witli  till'  city  of  (ii-afton  only  one  mile  away. 
■■TIm'Ii  inshcil  down  the  hill  the  black  and  the  gray, 
Clcisi'  I'dlldwcd  the  crowd  to  have  sport  on  the  way, 
.And  the  sh.iut  lliat  went  np  at  tli.'  end  of  tlir  rray. 
(;rarion  is  in  Sutton  to-dav.' " 


■Tl ity 

riie   town 


imcd  tiftci-  Siittdii.  Mass..  was 
entered  :is  a  hdiin-stca.l .  .M:iivli  1  1.  1S7(».  Iiy  l>iillicr 
French,  a  ii;itivc  of  j'aiiicsvilh-,  Ohio.  On  .liiiic  .".. 
that  year,  he  located  on  Section  '^,  Towiishi[)  7, 
Range  5,  and.  before  the  close  of  that  uiontli.  liii- 
ishe<l  the  first  house  in  old  School  Creek  precinct, 
on  the  bank  of  the  creek.  Meantime  he  broke  six 
acres  of  the  prairie  and  sliowed  evidences  that  the 
requirements  of  the  homestead  hiw  xvoiiiil  lie  fulfilled 
on  his  part,  and  surveyed  the  town  siti'  .\iigust  10, 
1871,   into   600  lots.      He  was   foil,, wed   l.y  James 

C.  Vroman,  wlio  located  a  soldici's  h cstciid  south 

of  the  French  claim.      Early  in  ISTl.  I'lcnch  put  in 
it 


four  acres  of  wheat,  which  he  threshed  that  fall  l)y 
the  treading-out  process,  and  winnowed  in  the  wind. 
The  grain  was  hauled  forty-eight  miles  to  Milford,  to 
be  ground. 

The  Gray  settlement  was  made  May  4,  1871,  l)y 
W.  H.  Gray,  John  M.  Gray,  G.  W.  Bemis,  and  W. 
Cunning  and  wife,  the  latter  being  the  first  wliite 
woman  who  settled  near  town.  A  few  days  later 
McTighe  erected  a  board  shanty  between  the  homes 
of  H.  W.  Gray  and  A.  A.  McCoy  (as  they  stood  in 
1882),  and  opened  the  first  business  house,  continu- 
ing there  until  the  re-location  near  the  r:iilio:id. 
Kearney  &  Kelley  started  a  saloon,  using  ;i  tent 
as  store-house,  and  P.  H.  Curran  and  Martin  Hig- 
gins  also  established  saloons.  As  the  work  of  rail- 
road building  progressed  the  saloons  moved  west. 

In  June,  1S71,  Andrew  Siierwood  estiUilishcd 
his  blacksmitii  simp  in  :i  sod-house,  liclow  Mr, 
French's  dug-out.  J.  R.  Malthy,  of  Crete,  and 
William  A.  Way  also  came,  and,  jumping  Vromau's 
claim,  succeeded  in  getting  it  canceled  and  a  title 
issued  to  themselves.  This  old  Vroman  claim  they 
surveyed  in  February,  1873,  as  the  first  addition  to 
the  town  of  Sutton.  Thurlow  Weed  brought  a  car- 
load of  lumber  from  Lincoln  to  this  point,  August 

23,  1871,  and  opened  the  first  lumber  yard.  John 
M.  Gray  arrived   with  anotlier  c;ir-load    on    August 

24,  and  started  another  yaril. 

Asa  Tracy  kept  the  first  hotel  and  later  con- 
ducted a  store.  Charles  Calkins  was  similarly  en- 
gaged here.  Mr.  Lynch's  grocery  was  in  the 'build- 
ing occupied  by  Bagley  &  Bemis,  in  1882.  Thorn- 
ton R.  Linton  established  the  first  liverj'  September 
20,  1871;  and,  on  October  14.  tm  election  held  ;it 
Campbell's  house,  near  Har\:ird.  decided  in  favor 
of  Sutton  as  the  county  seat. 

The  post  office  was  established  in  June,  1871, 
with  Luther  Frencli  post  master,  whose  coat-pocket 
was  used  as  a  post  office.  Rev.  A.  Burliiiganic, 
who  was  at  one  time  a  Methodist  pi-eaidier,  sue 
ceeded  French  January  1,  1872,  and  on  July  1 , 
that  year,  the  sahiiy  <rf  the  office  was  increased  from 
$12  to  $400.  Oil  July  1,  1873,  it  was  created  a 
money  order  office,  and  on  the  7th  the  first' order,  for 
110.50,  was  issued  to  Russell  Merrill  in  favor  of 
Burns,  the  Omaha  merchant.      During  the  war  be. 
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tween  the  town  and  the  railroad,  Post  Master  Gen- 
eral Cresswell  favored  the  claims  of  Sutton  and 
forced  the  railroad  companj'  to  deliver  the  mail  at 
the  otflee,  which  was  just  within  the  eighty'  rods 
limit.  This  was  changed  and  the  train  men  were 
ordered  not  to  stop  at  Sutton,  thus  compelling  the 
mail  agent  to  snatch  the  sack  from  the  postmaster. 
On  August  19,  1872,  Burlingame  refused  to  so  de- 
liver the  sacks,  leaving  them  in  the  office.  The  rail- 
road compan.y  introduced  a  war  against  the  local 
postmaster,  who  reported  matters  and  the  company 
was  compelled  to  carry  the  mail  from  Grafton  to 
Sutton.  T.  R.  Linton,  the  freighter,  was  hired  to 
do  this  work,  and  performed  it  at  $100  per  three 
months,  until  the  company  grew  tired  of  the  ex- 
pense, and  petitioned  for  leave  to  deliver  at  Sutton. 
This  was  granted  and  a  mail  crane  was  erected  oppo- 
site Gray's  lumber  yard,  in  the  fall  of  1872.  Some- 
times pranks  would  be  indulged  in,  one  of  which 
was  the  hanging  of  a  dead  dog  on  the  crane,  which 
the  mail  agent  caught  at,  supposing  it  to  be  the 
mail  sack.  The  crane  was  cut  down  subsequently, 
and,  by  some  railroad  influence,  a  United  States 
carrier  was  appointed,  who  served  until  the  little 
war  was  ended  and  a  depot  estalilished  here.  In 
March,  1877,  A.  0.  Burlingame  was  appointed  post 
master.  A.  C.  Burlingame  served  after  the  death 
of  his  father  until  W.  T.  Stone  was'  appointed  post^ 
master  by  the  Arthur  administration.  W.  T.  Keller 
came  in  in  1887,  and  J.  W.  Johnson,  appointed  in 
vacation  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  was  confirmed  as 
po.stmaster  in  1890. 

The  railroad  war  dates  liaok  almost  to  August 
12,  1871,  when  the  first  rail  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad  was  placed  within  the  town- 
ship of  Sutton.  Shortly  after  Attorney  Joseph  Wil- 
sey,  of  Crete,  waited  on  French  and  induced  him  to 
give  right  of  way  .in  condition  that  a  depot  should 
be  established  at  Sutton.  This  deed  was  not  re- 
corded until  after  his  deed  to  the  Clark  brothers  was 
filed,  and  so  became  worthless.  The  company, 
however,  pkeed  a  freight  car  here  to  be  used  as  a 
depot  building.  It  was  No.  124,  and  this  number 
was  painted  on  a  bleached  buffalo  skull,  which  was 
suspended  from  a  pole  attached  to  one  end  of  the 
car.      On  the  town  of  Grafton  being  surveved  for 


the  railroad  company,  this  temporary  depot  Was 
moved  four  and  one-half  miles  east  of  Sutton, 
basing  their  action  on  the  fact  that  Sutton  was  given 
up  to  Saloons,  and  that  the  Vroman  claim  was  still 
unsettled.  This  peculiar  transfer  was  made  Decem- 
ber 15  and  16,  1871.  The  war  was  then  commenced 
in  earnest.  The  Vroman  title  was  settled,  and  in 
January,  1872,  Mr.  Weed  was  authorized  to  ottVi 
the  railroad  company  one-half  of  Clark,  Maltby  & 
Way's  addition  and  twenty  acres  of  Maltby  &  Way's 
lands,  on  condition  that  the  depot  l)e  re-established. 
Other  steps  were  taken,  but  without  avail,  and  not 
until  April,  1873,  did  the  people  cease  their  efforts 
to  obtain  a  depot.  Meantime  the  merchants  gave 
their  freight  to  the  St.  Joe  &  Denver  Railroad.  Rob- 
l)ins  &  Marthis  had  removed  their  store  from  Graf- 
ton to  Sutton  in  December,  1872,  and  the  battle 
against  the  railroad  company  was  virtuallj'  won.  In 
May,  1873,  it  acceded  to  the  terms  proposed  liy  the 
citizens,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  the  depot  was 
erected  and  R.  M.  Grimes  appointed  agent.  He  was 
succeeded  by  L.  S.  Sage. 

A  daughter  was  born  to  Mrs.  F.  A.  Gross,  Fel>-  ■ 
ruary    15,   1872.    being   the   first    birth    in   Sutton. 
Maude,  a  daughter  of  Asa  Tracy,   died    April    I'l. 

1872,  being  the  first  death. 

A  colony  from  Southern  Russia,  near  the  port  of 
Odessa,  on  the  Black  Sea,  came  to  Sutton  and  set- 
tled in  the  town  and  adjacent  country  in  the  fall  of 

1873.  The  principal  leaders  of  the  colony  were 
John  Grosshans,  Henry  Griess  and  Henry  Hoffman. 
The  whole  number  of  families  was  fifty-five.  They 
bought,  in  the  aggregate,  16,120  acres  of  land,  at 
an  average  cost  of  $7   per  acre,  making  1112,840 

!  that  was  paid  the  Burlington  .&  Missouri  Railroad 
Company  and  to  the  homesteaders  for  land.  Their 
property  in  Sutton  cost  them  $18,000;  their  coin 
bined  wealth  in  this  county  in  1882  was  $500,(i(Ki. 
Sutton,  in  Jul^-,  1873,  comprised  forty-one 
houses,  nearly  all  devoted  to  business.  The  Times 
and  Herald  were  published,  two  hotels  were  carried 

j  on,  and  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
depot  was  built. 

In  1871  there  were  only  eleven  houses  in  exists 
ence  here,  but  before  July,  1882,  there  were  no  less 
than  284  buildings  in  the  town.      During  the  first 
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eleven  years  of  Sutton's  up-buikling  (1871  to  1882) 
there  were  only  five  business  failures  recorded.  Tlie 
principal  business  buildings  in  1882  comprised  the 
two-story  building,  with  Masonic  hall  above,  of  I. 
N.  Clark  &  Co. :  store  building  of  Connor  &  Shep- 
pard;  tlie  two-story  building,  with  Odd  Fellows 
hall,  of  John  Grosshans;  the  one-story  building, 
Griess'  lianlware;  one  story,  of  Weed  &  Co.,  and 
store,  same  size;  old  court  house,  twn  stmies;  new 
pul)lic  school  liuilding,  with  piojcriinns  carh  way, 
twenty-four  foot  posts,  with  a  lidfry  :in(l  dcime;  two 
rooms  below  and  a  chapel,  with  all  the  modern  con- 
veniences of  cloak  and  apparatus  rooms. 

During  1873.  2.4S3  tons  (,r  fivi-Ii(  wr,v  iv.-civd 
and  1,154  tons  fdiwai-d.Ml;   duiin-  is;.",,   i.i':;:i  tons 

1  2(1,  ("iSl  pounds  of  merchandise  and  528  car-loads  of 
liiaiii  were  shipped.  The  same  year  were  received 
1,389,716  pounds  of  merchandise;  414  barrels  of 
salt;  94  barrels  of  lime;  54  barrels  of  coal  oil;  101 
barrels  of  apples;  11  carloads  of  emigrants' mova- 
bles; 26  cars  of  corn  for  seed;  2U9  cars  of  liinibcr, 
and  183  fears  of  coal,  etc. 

In  Novembei-,  1871 ,  the  Gray  &  Bemis  nursery 
was  established.  The  first  directory  was  published 
in  February.  1872.  by  Houston  &  Street,  of  Lincoln, 

the   volume   showing  three  dry   ii Is  :nid    grocery 

houses,  two  Hour  and  feed  stores,  one  ilnig  store, 
one  hardware,  two  lumber  3-ards,  one  hotel,  one 
implement  warehouse,  one  nursery,  one  livery,  one 
fur  and  hide  store,  one  meat  market,  two  real  estate 
offices,  (me  physician's  office,  one  attorney's  office, 
and  one  shoemaker's  shop.  This  latter  concern  was 
also  the  residence  of  the  local  preacher,  for  William 
Woolman  was  a  sole  and  soul  <-olilihM-.  The  popu- 
lation in  1871  was  35. 

Oil  November  1,  1871,1.  N.  and  Martin  Chnk 
opened  the  first  store  on  the  Burlington  iV  .Missouri 
River  Railroad,  west  of  Crete,  at  this  point,  having 
first  purchased  the  unsold  lots  on  the  town-site  from 
French,  for  $4,000.  They  opened  a  hardware  store 
February  20,  1872,  having,  ten  days  before,  estab- 
lished a  drug  store.  C.  M.  Turner  erected  his 
store-house  November  17,  1871,  and  opened  it  for 
business  December  9,.  while  Corey  &  Co.  opened 
their   store  simultaneously;    Init  the  latter  sold  to 


Stewart  &  Evans  prior  to  1881,  and  returned  to 
Crete.  The  business  street  was  then  known  as 
Whisky  Row.  Merrill  &  Co.  opened  a  general  store 
in  January,  Thompson  &  Young  established  their 
agricultural  implement  house,  Jolni  I.  Smith  a  har- 
ness shop,  Charles  Meyer  a  shoemaker's  shop,  and 
on  Rev.  Burlingame  being  appointed  postmaster,  he 
purchased  Malthy's  building.  J.  M.  Gray  erected 
a  buildiiii;  soutli  of  the  postoffice,  the  Calkins  and 
Jenkiii  s  i -,es  wei'c  erected,  and  the  Mines  build- 
ing (the  liist  srhool  house),  was  moved  to  tlie  Gray 
lot.  The  estalilishmeut  of  the  depot  and  of  .Malt- 
by  &  Way's  addition  to  the  town,  teii.led  to  with- 
draw some  interest  from  Sorgluim  or  Kast  Sutton. 
and  the  town  south  of  the  track  was  called  Si  rablile 
Hill.  The  Fitzgerald  building  was  the  third  eicett^l 
on  Scrabble  Hill,  the  first  having  been  erected  by 
F.  A.  Gross,  late  in  the  fall  of  1S72.  In  April  W. 
A.  Way  moved  to  this  point  from  Crete,  and  opened 
a  hardware  store  in  the  Fitzgerald  building,  and 
shoitly  after  the  Kribbler  furniture  store  was  built 
and  opened.  This  liuilding  was  occupied  iiy  George 
Henry  in  ISSl.  and  Weed  &  Co.  succeeded  W.  A. 
Way,  in  1874.  In  the  fall  of  1873  Way  &  Stewart 
erected  the  building  which  was  subsequently  occu- 
pied by  Keller  &  Co.  and  Merrill  &  Co. ,  the  latter 
commencing  business  in  January,  1873,  shipped  the 
first  car. load  of  grain  from  Claj-  County,  August 
14,  that  year,  the  grain  being  raised  on  Russell 
Merrill's  farm,  on  Section  20.  In  March,  1873, 
Connor  &  Sheppard  opened  a  grocer}'  store,  Mrs. 
M.  V.  Foote  opened  a  millinery  store,  and  Mrs.  C. 
M.  Church  followed  her  example  August  10,  1873. 
About  this  time  the  Melviii  Brothers  opened  their 
general  store  south  of  the  track,  and  they,  with 
Gross,  Kribbler  and  Turner,  were  the  pioneer's-  of 
Scrabble  Hill.  A.  B.  Lucore  built  a  two-story 
business  house  on  Main  Street  early  in  1873. 

Grice  &  Towslee  estalilished  their  harness  busi- 
ness February  25,  1875,  succeeding  John  I.  Smith, 
a  very  talkative  character,  who  flourished  in  Sor- 
ghum's palmy  days,  and  whose  business  card  still 
remained  all  over  the  front  of  his  former  shop  on 
Main  Avenue.  On  the  same  day,  J.  F.  Evans  &  Co. 
opened  their  lumber  yard,  succeeding  Monnell,  Lash- 
ley  &  Weed.      F.  W.  Hohmann  came  from  Lincoln 
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Neb. ,  and  opened  a  diy  goods  and  grocery  store,  in 
June,  1874;  he  was  a  musician  by  profession. 
John  B.  Eaton  &  Son  built  a  grain  warehouse  Feb- 
ruarj-  1,  1874.  The  building  was  afterward  sold  to 
Eaton  &  P.yle,  and  later  passed  into  the  hands  of  F. 
A.  Pyle  &  Co.  Eaton  &  Pyle  enlarged  it  to  a 
horse-power  elevator,  having  a  storage  capacit}' 
of  7,000  bushels,  and  a  daily  capacity  of  1,000. 
J.  F.  Evans  &  Co.  (T.  A.  Margrave,  manager),  com- 
menced the  grain  business  in  the  fall  of  1 874.  This 
company  were  extensive  dealers,  from  the  Missis- 
sippi River  to  Sutton.  The  daily  capacity  of  their 
elevator  at  Sutton  was  2,000  bushels.  McKee  & 
Robinson  commenced  the  photograph  business  in  the 
summer  of  1873,  McKee  afterward  succeeding.  W. 
J.  Keller  &  Co. ,  druggists,  commenced  operations 
November  30,  1875,  as  successors  to  J.  Thompson 
&  Co.  Alcorn  &  Clyde  began  business  in  agricul- 
tural implements  September  15, 1875,  succeeding  to 
Alcorn  &  Colvard.  J.  E.  Ryan,  from  Illinois, 
operated  the  first  exclusive  dry  goods  store  in  the 
county.  May  19,  1876,  Mrs.  F.  A.  Gross  opened  a 
millinery  store  and  dress-making  estal)lishment.  In 
the  spring  of  1876,  B.  B.  Cronin  commenced  in  the 
lioot  and  shoe  trade,  the  first  of  the  kind  in  Sutton. 
The  Sutton  Brick  Company  (J.  S.  LeHew,  superin- 
tendent; I.  N.  Clark,  treasurer);  commenced  the  suc- 
cessful manufacture  of  brick  June  1,  1876,  April 
22,  1876,  Sherwood  &  Torrey  opened  their  meat 
market.  Kreiger  &  Ballzer  were  in  this  business 
before  them,  and  had  a  shop  just  north  of  Gray's 
old  hinibcr  yanl.  Afterwards  the  shop  was  moved 
to  Saunders  Avenue.  W.  Cunning  bought  into  the 
firm  and  sold  out  again  to  Kreiger.  Cunning  was 
appointed  deputy  sheriff,  which  office  he  held  four 
years.  Earlier  he  used  to  be  a  great  man  to  drive 
work,  and  did  most  of  the  heavy  hauling  in  the 
town.  Later,  Eugene  Bemis  succeeded  to  the  busi- 
ness, and  had  a  dray  built,  the  first  one  in  the  town. 
The  first  builder  in  the  town  was  Henrj-  Potter,  now 
of  Spring  Ranche.  He  Iniilt  P.  H.  Curran's  saloon 
near  the  last  of  May,  1871.  The  first  plastered 
building  in  Sutton  was  the  county  court  house,  built 
and  plastered  early  in  1873.  The  masons  came 
from  Crete.  Other  tradesmen  not  before  mentioned 
were  A.  A.    Scott,    Montgomery  &  Bro. ,   Emery  & 


Bro. .  and  I.  B.  Terryll,  builders:  W.  VV.  Jordan  and 
Farris  &  Co.,  masons;  Spencer  &  Co.,  William 
Smeltser  and  James  McVey,  blacksmiths;  Daniel 
Cronin  i^nd  F.  J.  Hoerger,  carriage  and  wagon 
makers;  Paul  Braitsch,  successor  to  J.  D.  Harris, 
jeweler;  B.  B.  Cronin  and  George  Karcher,  shoe- 
makers; Ramsey  &  Griffith,  house  and  sign  painters; 
John  Nehf,  harnessmaker;  Augustus  Meyer,  barber; 
William  Ryan,  P.  H.  Curran  and  James  Stewart, 
billiards. 

The  petition  for  the  incorporation  of  Sutton  was 
granted  October  15,  1874.  This  petition  was  signed 
by  William  A.  Way,  Francis  M.  Brown,  James  J. 
Melvin,  John  C.  Merrill  and  Dr.  Martin  V.  B.  Clark. 
In  granting  the  petition  the  commissioners  named 
them  trustees,  and  they  organized  with  P.  M.  Brown 
president,  R.  G.  Brown  clerk,  F.  M.  Davis  treas- 
urer, and  I.  D.  Emery  marshal.  In  1875  Messrs. 
^ay,  Merrill  and  Clark,  with  Paul  Braitsch  and 
George  Seward,  formed  the  board.  J.  L.  La  Hew 
was  chosen  clerk,  Davis  treasurer,  and  W.  Wilkinson 
marshal.  An  election  on  the  question  of  issuing 
$5,000  10  per  cent  bonds  to  the  Sutton  Mill  Com- 
pany was  held  April  6,  1875. 

1876— Trustees:  F.  A.  Pyle,  E.  P.  Church,  J. 
W.  Shirley,  James  Sheppard  and  I.  N.  Clark;  chair- 
man, E.  P.  Church;  clerk,  J.  S.  Le  Hew;  treasurer, 
F.  M.  Davis;  marshal,  A.  Brown.  F.  M.  Davis  re- 
signed the  office  of  treasurer  and  J.  A.  Tout  was 
appointed,  December  9,  1876,  to  fill  the  vacancy. 
During  the  early  part  of  the  year  a  petition,  signed 
bj'  R.  G.  Brown  and  twenty  others,  was  presented 
to  the  board  of  trustees,  asking  that  they  incorpo- 
rate Sutton  as  a  city  of  the  second  class.  In  re- 
sponse to  this  request  of  the  citizens,  ordinance  No. 
24  was  passed  bj-  the  board,  whereby  the  town  was 
incorporated  as  a  citj'  of  the  second  class.  x\n 
election  was  held  and  the  following  officers  elected: 
mayor,  I.  N.  Clark;  police  judge,  J.  R.  Maltby, 
clerk,  J.  S.  Le  Hew;  treasurer,  J.  A.  Tout;  mar- 
shal, C.  F.  Meyer;  councilmen  for  the  First  Ward, 
J.  S.  Sheppard  and  W.  E..  Bemis;  couucilmen  for 
the  Second  Ward,  T.  Weed  and  F.  A.  Pyle.  This 
administration  was  characterized  by  general  activity 
and  improvement,  since  continued,  making  the  town 
of  Sutton  the  neat  and  attractive  place  it  now  is. 
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In  compliance  with  the  statutory'  enactment  regulate 
ing  such  matters,  the  next  election  of  city  officers 
was  held  on  the  first  Tuesday  of  April,  1878,  at 
which  time  the  following  persons  were  chosen  to  the 
respective  positions:  mayor,  I.  N.  Clark;  clerk,  J. 
S.  Le  Hew;  treasurer,  L.  R.  Grimes;  police  judge, 

E.  P.  Burnett;  marshal,  C.  A.  Melvin;  city  en- 
gineer, Frank  Conn;  councilmen  for  the  First  Ward, 
W.  E.  Bemis,  for  two  years,  and  J.  S.  Sheppard, 
for  one  year;  councilmen  for  the  Second  Ward,  P. 
A.  Pyle,  for  two  years,  and  James  Thompson,  for 
one  year.  J.  S.  Le  Hew  was  appointed  police 
judge  May  fi,  1878,  riVe  E.  P.  Burnett.  At  the 
next  regular  election,  in  1879,  R.  Gr.  Brown  was 
chosen  mayor;  police  judge.  J.  Rowley;  city  clerk, 
A.  L.  Lamont;  city  treasurer,  J.  S.  Le  Hew;  city 
marshal,  R.  H.  Stewart;  city  engineer,  F.  A.  Pyle; 
councilman  for  the  First  Ward,  F.  J.  Hoerger;  coun- 
cihuan  f..r  the  Scc.iid  Ward,  .lames  Thorap.son.  A. 
L,  Nam. -lit  ivsi-iuMl  ||„.  ,,ili,'c  (,r  .aty  clerk,  and  A.  A. 
.McCoy  was  appointed  August  :!(!,   1879. 

The  winter  of  1879  proved  a  period  of  misfort- 
une to  the  flourishing  young  city  of  Sutton.  Dur- 
ing tlial  time  tlie  Legislature  passed  a  law  requiring 
all  places  to  have  a  p..iMilati(in  of  1,500  before  they 
coulil  lie  incorpcirate(l  as  cities  of  the  second  class. 
But  Sutton,  liy  all  kncuvii  luethoils  of  computation, 
could  not  raise  lier  numlieis  to  tliat  point,  liy  a  few 
hundreds,  and  thus  in  the  period  of  youth  "was 
cropped  the  golden  plumes  of  this  proud  young 
city."  Accordingly,  with  the  beginning  of  the  next 
year,  in  abject  humiliation,  she  was  compelled  to 
resume  the  less  elegant  garments  of  a  village.  The 
officers  elected,  in  1880,  to  take  control  of  the  vil- 
lage were  as  follows;  trustees,  M.  Wittenberg,  C. 
W.  Brcjwn,  James  Thompson,  (reorge  Honey  and 
A.  K.  Meyer;  chairman,  A.  K.  Meyer;  ileik,  A.  A. 
McCoy;  treasurer,  J.  S.  Le  Hew.  A  A.  McCoy 
resigned  the  office  of  village  clerk,  Januaiy  4.  1881 , 
and  William  F.  Stone  was  appointed. 

1881— Trustees,  R.  G.  Merrill,  M.  X.  B.  Clark, 

F.  A.  Pyle,  J.  E.  Bagley  and  Henrj'  Grosshans; 
chairman,  J.  E.  Bagley;  clerk,  W.  F.  Stone;  treas- 
urer, J.  B.  Dinsmore. 

1882— Trustees,  R.  G.  Merrill,  F.  J.  Iloerger, 
F.  M.  Brown,    W.    W.    Wieden  and   T.    R.    Linton; 


chairman,  F.  M.  Brown;  treasurer,  J.  B.  Dinsmore; 
clerk,  W.  F.  Stone. 

The  trustees  of  1883  were  F.  M.  Brown,  W.  D. 
Roberts,  F.  J.  Hoerger,  J.  C.  Merrill,  W.  W.  Wie- 
den; W.  F.  Stone,  clerk,  and  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  trea.s- 
urer.  In  1884  E.  Landman  took  Mr.  Stone's  place, 
and  F.  C.  Matteson  that  of  Dinsmore.  In  1885 
IMessrs.  Merrill,  Roberts,  Hoerger  and  Matiteson 
were  still  on  tlie  board,  with  Henry  Xagel  and  A. 
Grosshans,  new  memliers;  Itichai-d  Darnsted,  clerk, 
and  F.  C.  Matteson,  treasurer.  In  April,  IS.sc,  a 
city  government  was  re-organized  with  A.  O.  Ken- 
dall, mayor;  Theo.  Miller,  clerk;  T.  Weed,  police 
judge;  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  treasurer;  Charles  Newman, 
engineer;  J.  W.  Shirley,  C.  W.  Walther,  F.  C.  Mat. 
teson  and  A.  Grosshans,  aldermen.  In  1887  Henry 
Grosshans  was  elected  mayor,  with  the  same  police 
judge,  clerk  and  treasurer;  Frank  Conn,  engineer, 
and  the  same  aldermen  as  in  1886.  A  village  coun- 
cil also  assumed  control  tor  a  part  of  this  year,  but 
their  claims  were  found  untenable  by  the  supreme 
court.  This  council  comprised  C.  B.  Gray,  W.  H. 
Thompson,  A.  Greenhcid,  George  Honey,  H.  Jones 
and  L.  Jarrett.  In  1888  F.  C.  Matteson  was  chosen 
mayor;  F.  M.  Brown,  police  judge;  Tlieodoie  .Miller, 
clerk;  John  Ochsner,  treasurer;  F.  Conn,  engineer; 
Henry  Nagel,  P.  H.  Schwab.  William  (iriess  and  E. 
W.  Woodruff,  councilmen.  This  council  submitted 
the  question  of  issuing  $20,000  bonds,  the  proceeds 
to  be  expended  in  the  construction  of  a  system  of 
water  works.  The  question  was  approved  by  a  ma- 
jority vote,  but,  the  legality  of  the  bonds  being  ques- 
tioned, the  case  was  presented  to  the  supreme  court, 
with  the  result  of  placing  a  quietus  on  tiie  work. 
In  1889  the  People's  and  Anti-License  candidates 
were  leaders  in  the  contest  for  municipal  honors. 
F.  Q.  Matteson  (P)  received  174  votes  and  Charles 
Moon  (A-L)  80  votes  for  mayor;  H.  M.  Clark  was 
elected  clerk;  J.  J.  Ochsner,  treasurer;  John  Ling, 
engineer;  M.  Wittenberg  and  E.  W.  Woodruff  were 
elected  councilmen;  Martin  Clark  and  Theodore 
Miller,  new  members  of  the  school  board,  with  E. 
P.  Burnett,  R.  S.  Silver,  Peter  Griess  and  H.  C. 
Brown  old  members. 

The  first  hotel  was  erected  in  February,  1872, 
liy  William  Shirley,  who  settled  here  in  December, 
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1871.  The  Central  Hotel  was  built  on  the  site  in 
June,  1874,  and  the  old  building  made  an  annex  to 
it.  Some  years  later  the  building  became  the  drj' 
goods  house  of  M.  Wittenberg. 

The  Clark  House  was  built  in  the  winter  of 
1871-72,  for  I.  N.  &  Martin  Clark,  who  carried  on 
their  hardware  business  therein  until  Januai-y  1, 
1873,  when  Dudlej^  Hoisington  transformed  it  into 
a  hotel.  In  August  of  that  year  E.  P.  Church  be- 
came proprietor  and  carried  on  the  house  until  No- 
vember 1881 ,  when  he  moved  to  Harvard  to  take 
possession  of  the  Metropolitan.  The  Clark  House 
is  now  the  billiard  hall  of  George  W.  King. 

The  Occidental  was  erei'ted  by  R.  G.  Br<jwn  in 
1878,  at  a  cost  of  $4,500,  and  was  opened  by  W. 
J.  Al)bott,  who  after  a  six  month's  term  was  suc- 
ceeded by  J.  T.  MoUyneaux,  as  lessee.  Mr.  Mollj-- 
neaux  bought  the  house  in  1880,  and  traded  this 
house  for  the  Oakland. 

The  Oakland  House,  built  in  1886,  by  a  stock 
companj',  was  opened  by  George  A.  Blue,  June  30, 
that  year.  C.  W.  Walthers  and  Crumley-  conducted 
the  house  for  short  terms.  In  August,  1888,  F.  M. 
Curtis  took  charge  of  the  Oakland  House,  but  con- 
ducted it  only  for  some  time,  when  Mr.  Crumlej^ 
returned  as  lessee  and  caiTied  on  business  until  Mr. 
MoUyneaux  purchased  the  building. 

The  pioneer  bank  of  Sutton  was  established  by 
L.  L.  Grimes  and  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  January  1,  1877. 
They  erected  a  brick  building  for  an  office  in  No- 
vember. In  1879  or  1880,  F.  C.  Matteson  took  the 
place  of  L.  L.  Grimes. 

The  Sutton  Bank  was  founded  in  Ai)ril,  1880,  by 
L.  D.  Fowler  and  George  H.  Cowles. 

The  First  National  Bank,  of  Sutton,  was  opened 
in  October,  1885,  in  the  company's  building  just 
then  completed.  George  H.  Cowles  was  the  first 
president  of  this  house;  J.  N.  Clark,  vice-president; 
L.  D.  Fowler,  cashier;  George  E.  Birge  and  J.  E. 
Bagley,  directors. 

The  Fowler  &  Cowles  Mortgage  Company  in  the 
report  of  July  17,  1886,  claimed  resources  esti- 
mated at  $83,420.54.  George  H.  Cowles  was  pres- 
ident, with  L.  D.  Fowler,  M.  C.  Joslyn  and  George 
E.  Birge,  directors. 

The  Sutton  Board  of  Trade  was  oiganized  Feb- 


ruarv  14,  1887,  with  L.  D.  Fowler,  president;  F.  M. 
Brown  and  F.  C.  Matteson,  vice-presidents;  I.  N. 
Clark,  treasurer;  J.  W.  Johnson,  correspondent; 
and  Daniel  S.  Van  Valkenburg,  recorder.  The 
officers  then  chosen  are  practically  the  officers  of  the 
board  to-day. 

The  first  school  building  in  Sutton  was  a  frame 
house,  built  by  Owen  Mines,  which  stood  nearly 
between  the  residences  of  C.  M.  Turner  and  Mr. 
Rowe.  It  was  sold  at  sheriflf's  sale  to  the  Clark 
brothers  to  satisfy  a  lumber  debt  in  favor  of  ^V(•('d; 
afterward  rented  to  Thompson  &  Young;  then  sold 
t(J  J.  M.  Gray  &  Co.,  for  an  office,  which  they  oc- 
cupied in  1882.  William  Weed  taught  the  first 
school  in  the  town,  and  the  second  in  the  county, 
commencing  about  Janaar\  2(1,  1872,  with  an  aver- 
age attendance  of  fourteen.  Another  building  was 
erected  for  school  purposes  in  the  fall  of  1872.  and 
stood  on  J.  M.  Gray's  homestead,  just  outside  of  the 
town  limits,  on  the  east  side.  This  building  contin- 
ued in  use  as  a  school  house  about  two  years,  when 
it  was  sold  to  district  No.  20.  about  six  miles  south 
of  town'  and  was  occupied  by  that  district  as  a 
school  house  in  1882-83.  A  large  school  building 
was  erected  in  the  spring  of  1876.  Besides  this,  the 
old  court  house  was  made  use  of  to  accommodate  the 
schools,  in  which  one  of  the  primary  departments 
was  kept  in  later  years.  The  school  was  graded  liy 
Prof.  J.  W.  Johnson  in  the  fall  of  1876,  and  en- 
rolled a  total  of  215  pupils,  about  180  of  these  l)e- 
ing  regular  attendants  in  1882,  under  the  instruc- 
tion of  Prof.  W.  C.  Picking,  as  principal;  Laura  E. 
Sawyer,  assistant,  and  Nellie  Henderscm,  Mattie 
Torry  and  Katie  Conn,  teachers  of  the  primary  ile 
partments. 

In  the  winter  of  1883-84, a  course  of  study  was 
adopted  bj'  the  schools  of  Sutton,  and  arrangements 
made  In"  which  close  connection  with  the  State  1 'ni- 
versit^-  was  established.  The  Sutton  school  buililing 
was  destroyed  by  fire  January  21,  1886.  The  xaluc 
of  this  building  was  placed  at  $7,000.  In  June. 
1886,  the  contract  for  building  the  new  school-In niso 
was  awarded  to  J.  L.  llutcliinson.  of  York,  foi- 
$13,400.  The  series  of  bonds  issued  comprised 
twenty  of  $500  each,  and  thirty  $15  interest  cou- 
pons attached  to  meet  the  interest  for  fifteen  years. 
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The  school  board  of  district  No.  2,  comprised 
John  E.  Baglej-,  John  J.  Boneltemper,  Isaac  N. 
Clark,  H.  C.  Brown,  Richard  Darnsted  and  Joseph 
(Iriue.  In  November,  1886,  Prof.  Stephens  pre- 
sided over  ths  high  school,  assisted  by  Miss  Lake, 
Miss  Merrill,  Miss  Constable,  Miss  Mollie  Brown, 
Miss  Clara  Lake  and  3Ir.  Eberhart,  of  the  German 
classi's.  Ill  1SS7.  the  names  of  Misses  Clark,  La- 
iiKuit.  Mallcick  and  Braun  appear  on  the  list  of 
tcachiTS. 

In  June.  1888,  Mis.ses  H.  R.  Brewer,  S.  L. 
Lake,  Anna  H.  Merrill,  Ethel  D.  Constable,  Clara 
>L  Lake,  Janie  Lamont,  Lm-}-  Roys,  Mollie  L. 
Braun  and  Mrs.    Moore  were  the  teachers. 

In  1876,  the  Iowa  Conference,  of  the  Evangeli- 
cal Association  of  North  America,  sent  Rev.  W. 
Schwcriii  ti)  .button  as  its  Missionary.  That  year  a 
parsdiiaiic  was  lacctcd,  but  no  organization  was 
cttccicd.  in  iS7T  7S,  Rev.  C.  Smith  was  the  pastor 
ot   the  work.      Sdinc  success  attended  the  work. 

In  1S7'.I.  when  the  Nebraska  Conference  of  this 
.Association  was  organized.  Rev.  A.  Fische,  was 
sent  to  the  work.  June  l(i,  1S7'.»,  the  society  was 
organized  with  twenty-eight  ineiul)ers  who  were 
served  by  Mr.  Fische  for  three  years.  In  1882, 
Rev.  H.  Salil  was  sent  to  Sutton  as  pastor  and 
served  for  three  years.  In  188-1  a  church  was  built. 
In  1885  Rev.  A.  Brauckle  was  appointed  pastor  and 
served  three  years.  This  year  the  parsonage  was 
repaired  and  an  addition  built  thereto.  In  1888, 
Rev  I.  Laipply  was  appointed.  The  society  num- 
liers  at  present  123  memliers. 

The  first  sermon  at  Sutton  of  the  Christian 
Church,  was  preached  December  30,  1875,  by  Elder 
.1,  .M  Yeaiiishaw,  of  Lincoln,  three  members  being 
ill  .alteiidaiice.     The  first  sermon  at  Marshall  was  on 

J: ry    :i.    1S7(;.       .Meetings    ,-(,iitiiiiied    until   the 

11th.  .laiiiiary  !•.  a  Siiiiiia\  School  ami  Church  was 
organized,  tlie  icsull  of  Elder  Vcarnshaws  labors. 
The  first  seinioii  [ireached  at  Fairfield  was  by  Elder 
Xewcoiiili,  i'eliniaiy  13,  1876;  members  present 
were  only  three.  April  18,  1876,  a  series  of  meet- 
ings was  commenced  by  Elder  R.  C.  Burrow,  State 
Evangelist  of  Nebraska.  A  church  of  twenty-six 
members  was  organized  at  Sutton  on  the  16th,  the 
meeting  closing  on  the  i;tth.      In  1882  there  were 


twenty  memliers  belonging  to  the  organization;  while 
the  Christiaiis'had  three  other  churches  in  the  county 
and   a  total  iiieuiliership  of  175. 

The  liist  and  only  Cliri-stian  Sunday  school  in  the 
county  up  to  1882,  was  organized  September  14, 
1874,  with  four  scholars,  by  Mrs.  P.  A.  Halleck  at 
her  residence.  W  the  e\|iiralion  of  nine  months, 
the  school  ininilicicil  Ihiily-lixe,  when  the  place  of 
meeting  was  chaiiucil  to  the  court  house,  and  con- 
tinued at  that  place  until  the  county  commissioners 
closed  the  court  house  to  all  church  organizations. 
The  First  Coii-ivualional  Church  building  was 
the  first  house  cic(  hd  at  Sutton,  and  in  the  county 
for  the  pnrpo-,c  ol  worship.  This  building  was 
erected  in  the  tall  of  ls7r)at  a  cost  of  $1,500,  T. 
Weed,  E.  P.  Burnett,  W.  Cunning,  P.  A.  Pyle  and 
E.  H.  White,  constituting  the  building  coinmiftee. 
The  first  services  were  held  in  the  l;io\c  at  Sutton  in 
July  1871,  by  Rev.  Mr.'jonos.  .May  :.'(;.  1S7l'.  Wrv. 
0.  W.  Men-ill.  then  slipcl-illteildent  n(  [loliie  .Mis 
sions  for  .Nehraska,  organized  a  church,  with  eight 
members,  Thurlow  Weed,  Mrs.  'riiiulow  Wed.  C, 
Stevens,  Mrs.  C.  Stevens,  Thomas  .MilhoUaiid.  .Mrs. 
L.  Kentner,  Mrs.  S.  Corey  and  I\Iis.  C.  M.  Turner. 
The  first  regular  continuous  services  were  conducted 
by  Rev.  D.  B.  Perry,  now  president  of  Doane  Col- 
lege. Following  Mr.  Perry  came  Revs.  Chas.  Hili- 
bard,  Reuben  Gaylord,  (supply)  John  Gray,  S.  F.  Em- 
erson, C.  F.  Graves,  Geo.  Scott,  E.  H.  Baker,  Geo. 
Scott,  H.  B.  Frey  and  V.  C.  Cochran.  The  church 
clerks  have  lu'cn  Thos.  .Milhollaiid.  E.  H.  White. 
Mrs.  T.  Weed.C.  W.  Waltlnis  and  Mis,  Iv  1).  Co,..!^ 
rich.  The  present  nienilicrship  is  ninety.  Tiiis  .so- 
ciety has  organizations  at  Siii'iiig  llaiiche.  Fairlicid 
and'  Harvard.  For  the  north  half  Clay.  Ih-v.  John 
Gray,  [lastor;  .south  half  Clay.  l!ev.  Thomas  I'ligh. 
pastor.  The  Harvard  society  l.nult  a  church  in  1882. 
and  claimed  over  forty  members  at  that  time. 

The  First  M.  E.  Church  building  (brick)  was 
erected  in  1882,  and  dedicated  that  year.  The  Sut- 
ton Class  was  organized  in  September  1874,  by  A. 
J.  Swarts  and  within  the  eight  succeeding  years 
erected  a  brick  church  and  parsonage  at  a  cost  of 
$3,600.  Mr.  Ewell  was  preacher-in-charge  at  time 
of  building.  In  June,  1871,  a  student  from  Tou- 
lon,  111.,    named  Wm.    Whitten    organized  a  class 
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at  Patrick  Fitzgerald's  house  near  Sutton.  In  1886 
Rev.  X.  A.  Martin  was  pastor  and  in  1887-88  Mr. 
Randall  was  preacher-in-charge. 

The  first  Catholic  service  was  celebrated  by 
Father  Kelley  in  a  tent,  June  15,  1871,  with  eight 
memliers,  most  of  whom  were  railroad  men,  building 
the  rcKHl-bcd  of  the  Buriin^non  &  Missouri  River 
i;:iilw:iy.  .M<vtiiiL:s  were  liclil  :il  tlie  house  of  M. 
Mc\'cy.  in  Slicriihm  |ireciiiit.  Work  began  upon 
the  erection  of  a  church  in  the  fall  of  1878,  and  was 
completed  in  the  following  spring.  The  bujlding  is 
a  huge  frame,  30x60  feet  in  dimensions,  and  cost 
toovtlicr  with  furniture  about  $2,000.  The  building 
first  used  by  the  congregation  was  a  small  frame, 
which  has  since  been  removed,  and  is  now  in  use  as 
a  county  school-house.  The  congregation  had  a 
membership  of  fiftj--flve  families  in  1882,  and  was 
under  charge  of  Father  J.  Jenette,  of  Exeter.  In 
later  years  the  church  was  attached  to  the  parish  of 
Hastings,  and  was  attended  by  Father  English,  or 
the  assistant  priests  of  the  parish. 

The  German  Reformed  Church  was  established 
at  Sutton  in  the  fall  of  1874  by  immigrants  from 
Russia.  The  preliminary  meetings  were  held  in 
Grosshans'  Hall.  The  organization  was  effected  by 
Rev.  Dickeman,  and  the  congregation  had  about 
twenty-five  members.  From  Grosshans'  Hall  they 
removed  to  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  where  they  re- 
mained until  the  regular  church  house  was  built  in 
the  fall  of  1878.  The  building  is  frame,  and  is 
30x60  feet  in  size.  There  were  in  1882  alwut 
eiglity-three  families  in  the  congregation  and  about 
olio  members,  with  the  Rev.  William  Bonekemper  as 
pastor. 

A  congregation  was  started  liy  tlie  (Jerman  Con- 
gregationalists  in  November,  ISSd.  The  \York  of 
organizing  was  under  the  special  charge  of  Rev.  W. 
Scss.  of  Crete,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  E.  Jose  and 
otliers.  The  church  began  with  sixteen  members, 
and  the  early  services  were  held  in  the  old  court 
house  and  were  conducted  liy  Rev.  Mr.  Jose,  who 
has  since  remained  with  the  i-h:ii"_;r  from  its  organ- 
iz:ition.  There  are  at  inrscnt  twnity  members.  A 
Sunday-school  was  orguiiizcil  ;it  the  same  time  with 
fifteen  members.  Mr.  Bentz  was  tlie  successor  of 
Mr.  Jose  as  pastor. 


Evening  Star  Lodge,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was  or- 
ganized under  dispensation  December  22,  1873, 
with  J.  Arnot,  master;  M.  W.  Wilcox,  S.  W.,  and 
J.  C.  Merrill,  J.  W.  The  charter  was  granted 
June  28,  1874,  to  R.  L.  Gaw,  J.  B.  Dinsmore,  A. 
K.  Marsh,  C.  L.  Henny,  F.  M.  Brown,  J.  C.  Mer- 
rill, M.  W.  Wilcox.  C.  M.  Turner,  James  Arnot, 
M.  J.  Hull,  J.ihn  M.  (;ray,  I.  N.  Clark,  W.  D. 
Young,  J.  J.  .Melvin  and  M.  V.  B.  Clark.  The 
members  who  held  the  master's  chair  are  named  as 
follows:  James  Arnot,  M.  W.  Wilcox,  J.  B.  Mer- 
rill, A.  K.  Marsh,  G.  H.  Van  Duyne,  J.  C.  Merrill, 
J.  B.  Dinsmore,  R.  G.  Brown,  J.  C.  Merrill,  F.  M. 
Brown,  J.  C.  Merrill  and  G.  H,  Van  Duyne.  The 
present  master  (February,  1890),  is  A.  K.  Marsh. 
The  secretaries  were:  F.  M.  Brown,  J.  B.  Dins- 
more, James  Melvin,  A.  C.  Burlingame,  J.  E. 
Bagley,  K.  T.  Jones,  F.  A.  Alexander,  J.  H.  Joini- 
son,  George  Mitchell,  F.  M.  Brown,  J.  M.  Borkner. 
The  present  secretary  is  J.  M.  Borkner,  and  the 
present  number  of  members,  sixtj'-eight. 

Lebanon  Chapter,  R.  A.  M. ,  No.  14,  Sutton, 
Neb. ,  was  created  under  Dispensation  from  the 
Grand  Chapter  of  Nebraska,  December  21,  1875,  by 
the  following  masons:  M.  J.  Hull,  A.  K.  Marsh,  W. 
W.  Young,  M.  W.  Wilcox,  F.  A.  Pyle,  J.  C.  Mer- 
rill, C.  B.  Crittenden,  J.  D.  Berrin,  H.  R.  Wheeler, 
G.  H.  Van  Duyne  and  G.  S.  Harrington.  The  High 
Priests  of  this  Chapter  were  as  follows:  M.  J.  Hull, 
A.  K.  Marsh,  G.  H.  Van  Duyne,  R.  G.  Brown,  F. 
A.  Pyle,  R.  G.  Brown,  G.  H.  Van  Duyne,  Henry 
Lehrmann  and  J.  C.  Merrill.  The  present  High 
Priest  is  John  B.  Dinsmore;  the  present  secretary 
is  J.  M.  Borkner;  J.  C.  Merrill,  King;  W.  H. 
Davis,  Scribe;  I.  N.  Clark,  treasurer.  The  present 
number  of  members  is  fifty-six. 

Sutton  Lodge  No.  53,  I.  0.  0.  F. ,  was  instituted 
at  Grosshans'  Hall,  in  Sutton,  on  the  evening  of  No- 
vember 15,  1874,  by  the  Grand  Master,  Ira  A. 
Gallup,  assisted  by  brothers  from  Crete,  York  and 
Fairmont  lodges.  Charter  members  were  W.  A. 
Way,  George  Stewart,  J.  F.  Evans,  I.  B.  Tyrrell, 
E.  P.  Church  and  George  Kreiger,  all  fifth  degree 
members;  Evans  and  Church,  Past  Grands.  W.  A. 
Way  was  elected  N.  G. ;  I.  B.  Tyrrell,  V.  G. ; 
George  Stewart,  S^c. ,   and  George  Kreiger,   Treas. 
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Following  the  installation  of  officers  by  the  Grand 
MastiT,  cam.'  iictitions  from  R.  G.  Merrill,  S.  B. 
.Mdutuomciy,  \\'  .1  Keller,  S.  Carney  and  J.  Grice, 
to  join  by  initiation,  and  D.  J.  Towslee  as  an  Ancient 
Odd  Fellow,  all  of  whom  were  made  members  the 
same  cAening.  The  Grand  Master  assigned  Clay 
and  Haiiiillon  Counties  as  district  Xo.  L'S.  apiioiiit- 
ing  E.  IV  Climch  Histiirl  |)c|,iit\.  I  ii  llic  smiiiiicr 
of  187S  tiic  lodgv  licgan  \hr  civction  of  a  liiiildiiig. 
which  was  completed  in  the  spring  of  the  following 
year.  The  officers  in  1882  were  J.  W.  Shirley,  N. 
G.;  G.  W.  Bemis,  V.  G. ;  J.  B.  Royce,  Sec,  and 
A.  G.  Sherwood,  Treas.  William  Stewart,  F.  J. 
Hoerger,  John  Beurman  and  John  Segrist  have  been 
prominent  members  of  the  lodge  in  later  days. 

The  Wildey  Encampment,  I.  O.  0.  F.,  was  organ- 
ized in  May,  1877.  The  charter  members  were  J.  W. 
Shirley,  W.  J.  Keller,  George  Stewart,  Fred  Hoerger 
and  Dr.  A.  O.  Kendall.  The  officers  of  the  lodge 
in  1882  were  W.  J.  Keller,  C.  P.;  H.  Lehrmann,  H. 
P.;  W.  D.  Young,  J.  W. ;  J.  S.  LeHew,  S.  W. ; 
Paul  Braitsch,  Treas.,  and  H.  Nagle,  Sen.  J.  T. 
Mollyneaux  and  J.  S.  LeHew  have  served  in  recent 
years  as  officers  of  this  encampment. 

The  G.  A.  R.  was  established  on  April  28,  1879, 
with  twenty  members.  The  first  meetings  were  held 
in  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall.  The  officers  elected  at 
that  time  were  W.  S.  Randall,  P.  C. ;  J.  C.  Merrill, 
V.  C;  A.  K.  Marsh,  J.  V.  C. ;  Dr.  M.  V.  B. 
Clark,  surgeon;  I.  N.  Clark,  Q.  M.;  I.  B.  Tyrrell, 
chaplain;  E.  H.  White,  Q.  M.  S, ;  \V.  T.  xMcKnight, 
adjutant;  E.  E.  Howard,  S.  IM.  About  two  years 
aftiT  tlic  society  removed  from  tlic  Odd  Fellows' 
Hall  into  their  armory.  The  organization  is  known 
as  the  George  G.  Meade  Post  No.  19,  and  numbered 
forty-two  members  in  1882.  The  officers  for  that 
y.'ar  were  C.  W.  Walther,  P.  (\;  Dr.  M.  V.  B. 
Clark.  S.  V.  C;  C.  Newman.  J.  V.  ('.;  I.  N.Clark, 
Q.  .^1.:  R.  A.  Hawley,  chaplain;  R.  H.  Stewart, 
adjutant;  W.  J.  Keller,  0.  D. ;  Dr.  M.  V.  B.  Clark, 
surgeon.  The  names  of  the  members  of  this  post 
are  included  in  the  general  i-oster  of  cx-soldiers  and 
sailors,  given  in  the  general  history. 

Company  B.  First  N.  N.  G. ,  was  organized  No- 
vember 15,  1878,  with  W.  J.  Keller,  captain;  J.  S. 
Le  Hew,  first  lieutenant;  George  W.  Bemis,  second 


lieutenant.  In  1882  Capt.  Keller  was  lieutenant- 
colonel  of  the  regiment,  and  Lieut.  Le  Hew,  judge 
advocate  general.  In  recoL;iiitioii  ot  the  companj''s 
drill  and  equipment  it  was  given  the  title  ''Governor's 
(xuards. "  This  was  the  first  uniformed  and  equippeil 
militia  company  in  Nebraska.  In  1880  the  com 
niand  aideil  in  (juelling  the  riot  at  the  Omaha  smelt- 
ing works,  :ui(|  on  .M:ii'<-li  8,  1882.  was  present  dur- 
ing the  gniiU'i's'  riot  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  at  Omaha.  In  1882  W.  D.  Young 
was  captain;  F.  C.  Matteson,  first  lieutenant;  G,  C, 
Roys,  second  lieutenant;  J.  H.  Johnson,  first  ser- 
geant. The  company  is  still  in  active  existence. 
Capt.  W.  J.  Keller  is  one  of  the  most  active  mem- 
bers of  this  organization,  as  he  is  of  the  G.  A.  R. 

Grove  Lodge  No.  1,477.  K.  of  H. ,  was  insti- 
tuted at  Sutton,  on  the  19th  day  of  March,  1879. 
The  first  officers  elected  were:  W.  J.  Keller,  D. ; 
F.  J.  Hoerger,  R. ;  J,  W,  Johnson,  F.  R. ;  E.  H. 
White,  Treas;  J.  T  IMollyiienux,  P.  D. ,  and  also 
representative  of  the  (ir.-ind  Lodge  of  the  Knights 
of  Honor.  At  the  orgaiiiz.-ilion  tli.'  lodge  had  a 
memberslii|i  of  twenty-two,  .Many  elinnges  have 
been  made  in  the  membershii)  of  the  lodge  since  it 
began,  sometimes  falling  below  the  original  numlier, 
and  again  increasing  above  it.  The  officers  chosen 
in  1882  were:  Paul  Braitsch,  D. ;  I.  D.  Smith,  V. 
D. ;  R.  H.  Stewart,  A.  D. ;  J.  M.  Ramsey,  R. ;  J. 
W.  Shirley,  F.  R. ;  F.  J.  Hoerger,  Treas.;  J.  B. 
Dinsmore  and  .V.  ('.  (Hyde,  representatives  to  Grand 
Lodge.  Only  one  regular  member  of  the  lodge  died 
prior  to  18S2.  This  was  Thomas  Davis,  Jr.,  who 
died  October  25,  1879,  to  who.se  widow  the  lodge 
paid  a  benefit  of  $2,000.  The  total  expenditure  per 
member,  including  all  dues  and  assessments,  for  the 
three  years  ending  in  1882,  amounted  to  but  $46,  or 
an  average  annual  tax  on  each  member  of  $15.33^. 

The  Scientific  Association  was  organized  in  1881, 
with  Dr.  M.  V.  B.  Clark,  president;  E.  H.  White, 
vice-president;  U.  H.  Malick,  secretary;  H.  W. 
Gray,  treasurer.  In  1882  Dr.  Clark  proved  before 
this  association  that  Mrs.  C.  B.  Evans,  formerly 
Zuleina  Piatt,  invented  the  lucifer  match,  on  June 
27,  1828,  at  Waterford,  N.  Y.,  thus  correcting  the 
old  stor}'  which  credited  this  match  to  John  Walker, 
of  Stockton-upon-Tees,  England,  in  1829. 
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The  Knights  of  Pythias  on  November  26  elected 
the  following  officers  lor  1890.    J.  E.  Marsh,  C.  C. ; 
W.  J.  Legg,  V.  C;  P.  T.  Walton,  M.  of  F.  and  K. 
of  R.  and  S. ;  N.  A.  Tyler,  P. ;  George  Lerch,  M.  of 
A.;   Dr.    J.    M.  Borkner.   M.   of  E.     Although  the 
Sutton  lodge  has  been  crippled  to  some  extent  by  so 
many  of  the  members  moving  awaj',  there  has  been 
a  determination  manifested  on  the  part  of  the  re-  i 
maining  members  to  build  up  the  lodge,  and  they  | 
now  have  the  order  in  a  ijrosjjerous  and   flourishing   i 
condition. 

Rosa  Division  No.  U),  K.  of  1'.,  was  instituted 
(  Ktolici-  3,  1887,  by  John  Morrison,  G.  C. .  and  Col 
II.  II. -wns,  First  Regiment U.  R. ,  K.  of  P.  The  offi- 
cers elected  were  L.  N.  Rosa,  A.  A.  Callahan, 
J.  T.  Mollyneaux,  Frank  Conn,  F.  J.  Hoerger 
and  C.  F.  Knapp.  holding  positions  in  order  of 
division  rank. 

The  Grand  Order  of  tlic  Orients  Lodge  was  or- 
ganized at  Sutton,  August  20,  18S7.  witii  J.  T. 
Mollyneaux,  G.  0.;  W.  W.  Stewart.  \.  (i.  O. ;  A. 
A.  Callahan,  G.  H.  P.;  J.  H.  Beurman,  G.  V.,  E. 
M.  Clift,  secretary;  Theo.  Wentz,  treasurer,  and  ('. 
F.  Knapp.  (4.  A.  P.  J.  A.  Davis  was  G.  O.  in 
1888,  and  William  Gold  in  August,  1889. 

The  Clark,  Le  Hew,  Case  &  Britsch  brick  yard 
was  estaljlished  June  1,  1876,  and  during  the  ensu- 
ing year  1211,00(1  bricks  were  manufactured.  In 
1880  a  patent  brick  machine  was  introduced. 

The  Sutton  creamer^'  buildings  were  liurned  May 
2.  1887,  the  total  loss  being  $6,000,  and  the  insur- 
ance $2,000.  The  present  creamery  soon  succeeded 
tliat  destroyed,  and  it  is   prohahle  tiial  it  manufac- 


tures more  butter  than  any  other  like  institution  in 
the  State.  Its  output  last  year  was  368,893  pounds. 
This  was  an  increase  of  about  20, 000  pounds  over 
1888,  and  the  company  expects  to  make  a  propor- 
tionate increase  this  year.  Over  §02,000  were  paid 
out  during  the  year. 

The  Sutton  steam  roller  mill  was  erected  in 
1885  for  Alexander  &  Russell,  the  Oakland  House, 
the  First  National  Bank  office,  R.  G.  Brown's  brick 
block  on  the  south  side,  and  I.  N.  Clark's  on  the 
north  side,  were  also  erected. 

In  other  pages  references  are  made  to  railrt>ad 
and  other  accidents  in  and  around  Sutton. 

The  freight  collision  of  December  20,  1889,  on 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri,  fortunately  wanting  in  a 
record  of  loss  of  life,  entailed  heavy  losses  on  the 
railroad  company.  Ten  loaded  cars  of  merchandise 
were  smashed  into  splinters,  and  jjileil  up  in  the 
very  center  of  the  town.  One  car  plunged  through 
the  bay  window  of  the  depot  where  the  operator  sat, 
demolishing  the  telegraph  instruments  and  working 
general  havoc  in  the  business  office.  The  depot 
platform  for  200  feet  was  piled  high  with  splintered 
timber,  car  wheels  and  merchandise. 

In  December.  1887,  work  on  the  Kansas  City  & 
Omaha  Railroad  depot  was  commenced.  On  Janu- 
ary 20,  1887,  the  first  train  from  Faiifield  arrived 
with  the  bands  of  that  town  and  Clay  Center.  A 
reception  was  held  at  the  Opera  House,  and  several 
addresses  were  delivered.  A  fi-ee  lunch  was  one  of 
the  leading  events  of  the  celebration.  The  train  of 
six  coaches  and  a  caboose  was  in  the  charge  of  Con- 
ductor Barr\ . 
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inias  —  the 
iiizon.  In 
I  wns  [ire- 
W  l!i:iNS,  Iv  .).  Stoiic. 
Moslirr  (,.!■  .\l..-vi-)  and 
iiteil  to  tliem  in  Septeni- 
nsfer  of  their  title  to  the 
South  I'hitteTown  Company  was  made  shortly  after, 
and  the  location  surveyed.  Within  view  of  the  sur- 
\(yors  were  the  statutory  homes  of  the  pre-empters. 
linilt  more  to  comply  with  the  too  easy  conditions  of 
the  rules  of  pre-emption  than  to  shelter  the  pre- 
cniptors.  Before  the  grairie  grasses  were  cut  down 
liy  winter  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
(h'liot  was   built,  and   in   February.   1872.   a  store- 


h  U'^e  w  IS  eiei 

1   I  ^i  ni  1 

V.  Mtst   n  lunil 


;i  I   l\    I      II     Hu  Isdl     in    which   he 

I  st     k     t  in  1   huilise       The  Peek 

II  \  11  1   w  IS  I  st  il  lishe  1  soon  after. 
t(t  I  st  K     t  1     Minn  and  J.  Decker; 

t  \\  dh  nil  K  )we  and  the  general 
st  u  t  1  I  Ktiii\  111  Hiivaid  House  was 
oiiened  liy  Dimick  &  Stone  at  this  time.  The  little 
settlement  was  fully  established  when  W.  F.  Gue. 
and  agent  for  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
oad  located  an  office  here.  Then  came  the  second 
land  agent.  1.  J.  Starbuck.  and  in  the  summer  the 
blacksmith  shops  of  W.  K.  Welton  and  A.  H.  flyers 
were  opened.  C.  K.  Morrill  opened  a  drug  store  in 
the  Estes  building,  and  there  E.  J.  Stone  kept  the 
postottice.  In  J  uly  J.  D.  Todd's  furniture  store  and 
E.  P.  Burnett's  law  office  were  opened,  followed  by 
Sawtell's  office. 

In  the  fall  of  1K72  Strickland's  grocery  store  was 
opened,  and  by  the  close  of  November  about  thirty 
houses  marked  the  progress  of  Harvard's  first  year. 
Mr.  Strickland  did  not  enjoy  pioneer  privileges  and 
hardships,  nor  did  he  reap  the  rewards  of  pioneer 
life.  It  appears  he  was  a  Methodist  preacher  in 
Michigan,  and  though  married  and  the  father  of 
five  children,  fled  with  another  woman,  and  sought  a 
cover  for  his  crime  here.       Until  he  was  discovered 
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he  was  popular  in  church  circles  and  was  regarded 
as  one  of  the  founders  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
the  settlement.  For  four  months  this  happy  condi- 
tion of  things  existed;  but  a  letter  from  the  aban- 
doned familj-  and  a  photograph  of  the  sinning  hus- 
liand  and  father  arrived,  and  in  the  darkness  of  the 
night  the  adulterer  and  widow  fled  from  the  justice 
which  the  morrow  would  bring. 

Among  the  leading  men  of  the  village  in  1882 
were  John  D.  Bain,  who  settled  here  in  1873,  and 
with  E.  H.  Birdsall  established  a  lumber  yard,  and 
with  M.  J.  Pike  established  a  store  in  1880;  T.  A. 
Barbour  settled  here  in  June,  1872,  as  carpenter, 
pre-empted  160  acres,  opened  a  real  estate  offlce  in 
1874  and  a  law  office  in  1878;  R.  A.  Brown  settled 
on  a  pre-emption  claim  near  Sutton  in  1871,  and  in 
the  fall  began  law  practice  at  Sutton;  Thomas  J. 
Dowd  settled  at  Harvard  in  1873,  and  established 
his  jewelry  store,  subsequently  founding  branch 
stores  at  Hastings,  Aurora,  and  other  places;  A.  T. 
(lilchrist  established  a  grocery  store  at  Harvard  in 
1879;  John  D.  Hayes,  a  law  offlce  in  1873;  Henry 
J.  Keller,  a  shoe  store  in  1873;  D.  T.  Phillips,  a  store 
in  1878  and  hotel  in  1881;  L.  A.  Payne,  a  bank  in 
1878;  James  Richanl,  a  lihick.sinith  .shoj.  in  1,S77;  J. 
F.  Sawtell,  a  stoiv  in  isTT;  ('.  .].  Srolt,  ;i  building 
office  in  1877;  S.  C.  Sloat.  liookand  stationary  store 
in  1876;  Lewis  Stein,  grocery  store  in  1873;  L.  J. 
Titus  and  E.  Updike,  their  loan  l)usiness  in  1879; 
(J.  M.  \V:islihurn,  agency  for  Spring  Rauche  Mills  in 
1S7!);  I»r.  Wilcox  in  1879;  T.  R.  Wyckoff,  his  farm 
ill  1S72. 

.V  [lost  (iHice  was  established  at  Harvard  in  De- 
ceinlicr,  1S71,  and  E.  J.  Stone  was  appointed  to  the 
position  of  postmaster,  rpou  its  lir.st  cstalilishment, 
the  offlce  was  kept  in  a  storcrdoni  crt'cteil  b\-  M.  Es- 
tes.  which  was  also  occupied  by  (.',.  K.  Morrill  with 
a  stock  of  drugs.  The  offlce  at  first  was  somewhat 
iiiigiatory,  and  the  location  depended  largely  upon 
the  wiierealiouts  of  the  postmaster,  as  he  was  accus- 
tomed to  carry  the  mail  in  his  plug  hat.  Previous 
to  Its  cstalilishment  at  this  place,  settlers  usually  ob- 
tained their  mail  at  Orand  Island,  at  a  disttince  of 
about  thirty  miles.  Stone  held  the  position  of  post- 
master until  Junel,  1872,  and  was  succeeded  by 
M.  Estes,  whose   appointment  lasted  until  January 


29,  1877,  when  the  commission  was  given  to  S.  C. 
Sloat.  The  offlce  was  made  a  money  order  offlce  in 
July,  1875.  T.  L.  Wind  was  commissioned  post^ 
master  by  President  Cleveland,  but  held  the  offlce 
only  ten  months  when  G.  W.  Martin  was  confirmed 
December  20,  1889.  Prior  to  this' his  appointment 
was  made  and,  on  November  5,  he  entered  upon  his 
duties.  He  re-e*stablished  the  offlce  on  Clay  Ave- 
nue. S.  C.  Sloat  was  his  deputy  and  Miss  Martin 
assistant. 

The  railroad  depot  was  established  here  in  the  fall 
of  1871.  A  Mr.  Harney  served  as  agent  for  about 
eight  years.  J.  J.  Cox,  T.  J.  Cox,  Gates  and 
Sharp  followed  in  succession  and  then  came  A.  A. 
Armitage,  the  present  agent. 

In  the  fall  of  1888,  there  resided  at  or  near  Har- 
vard the  following  named  voters  of  1836-40:  W.  H. 
Hammond,  Charles  Church,  Erastus  Austin,  Jo.seph 
Megrue,  Wm.  Mercer,  Silas  Moore,  V.  L.  Carr,  Geo. 
W.  Brown  and  Andrew  Kennedy. 

The  petition  of  E.  H.  Birdsall  and  otliers  jjiayiiig 
that  Harvard  be  declared  an  incorporated  town  was 
granted  July  1,  1873.  E.  P.  Burnett,  E.  H.  Bird- 
sall, W.  A.  Fanner,  G.  W.  Howard  and  J.  I).  Bain 
were  named  as  trustees. 

At  a  meeting  of  tlie  lioard  July  19,  1873,  E.  H. 
Birdsall  was  chosi^n  chairman:  E.  P.  Burnett,  clerk, 
William  MuUiken,  treasurer;  W.  F.  Gue,  assessor; 
C.  W.  Gardner,  marshal  and  S.  M.  Risley,  pound 
master.     E.  P.  Davison  was  appointed  pound  master. 

The  following  shows  the  names  of  those  who  have 
held  offlcial  position  in  the  viilagf  government  since 
its  incorporation  ui)  to  tlie  lucsciit  time,  with  the 
date  of  service:  1873— Tnistrcs,  K.  H.  Birdsall, 
chairiiiaii;  K  I'.  Biiinetl.  clerk;  .1.  0.  Bain,  W.  A. 
Farmer.  ('..  W.  Howard,  (succeeded  by  B.  F.  Havi- 
land),  treasurer,  William  MuUiken;  marshal,  C.  W. 
Gardner;  assessor,  W.  F.  Gue;  pound  master,  S.  !M. 
Risley,  (succeeded  bj-  Mr.  Davison). 

1874 — Trustees,  W.  H.  Hammond,  chairman; 
W.  A.  "Mulliken,  C.  W.  Gardner,  E.  P.  Burnett; 
clerk,  W.  R.  JIulliken;  treasurer,  J.  F.  Sawtell, 
assessor,  C.  K.  Morrill,  (succeeded  b^-  E.  C.  Morse); 
pound  master,  E.  P.  Davison;  marshal,  L.  Webster, 
(succeeded  by  Jos.  Spotts).  W.  A.  Fanner  was 
elected  as  the  fifth  member  of  the  board. 
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1875 — Trustees,  W.  H.  Hammond,  chairman;  M. 
Estes,  L.  Stein,  C.  D.  Moore,  T.  J.  Dowd;  elerlt  T. 
.1.  I>i)wd,  (succeeded  by  O.  W.  Birmingham);  mar- 
slial.  JoeSpotts:  assessor,  E.  C.  Morse.  T.  A.  Bar-  I 
lioiir  was  ap()()int.Ml  treasurer  .June  !).  and  W.  \. 
l<'ariiier  was  ai)i)()iiitcd  attorncv.  T.  A.  iJarliour  was 
appointed  assessor  in  place  of  K.  ('.  .Morse,  who 
moved  away.  * 

1876— Trustees,  M.  Kstes,  chairman;  M.  D.  Kcl- 
loiiii-,  V.  1).  ]\Ioore,  L.  8tein  and  (i.  W.  Howard; 
clerk,  (i.  \V.  Howard;  treasurer.  W.  11.  Hammond, 
(succeeded  l)y  C.  D.  Moore);  niar.siial.  .loseiili  S|i()tts; 
assesssor,  T.  A.  Barbour. 

1877— Trustees.  T.  A.  Barbour,  chairman;  U. 
D.  Moore,  P.  M.  Culvard.  L.  ('.  Howard;  clerii,  L. 
(J.  Hard;  treasurer.  H.  K.  Wheeler:  marshal,  Joseph 
S  potts. 

1878— Trustees.  K.  .1.  M..-er.  chairuiaii;  W.  J. 
Turner.  A.  D.  Davidson  and  W.  11.  Disbrow:  clerk. 
L.    (i.    Hurd;  marshal.  Joseph  ."^potts. 

1879 — It  was  durniu-  this  year  that  the  ornaniza- 
tion  as  a  city  of  the  second  class  took  place,  with 
the  following  ottlcers:  .Mayor.  W.  J.  Turner,  clerk. 
T.  R.  Hall  (succeeded  liy  L.  A.  \'arner);  treasurer, 
L.  A.  Payne;  police  judge,  T.  A.  Barliour,  (suc- 
ceeded by  I).  T.  Phillips);  engineer,  J,  T,  Fleming; 
councilmen  of  the  First  ^Vard,  W.  H.  Hanimoud  and 
Ezra  Brown;  councilmen  of  the  Second  W.ird.  C.  J. 
Scott  and  P.  B.  Ljons. 

1880 — After  the  existence  as  a  city  of  the  sec- 
ond class,  and  the  place  again  became  a  village  the 
following  officers  were  elected;  Tnistees.  W  .) 
Turner,  chairman.  Ezra  Hidwn.  11.  (i  Staikey.  II 
K.  Wheeler  and  J.  A.  Sw..pe;  clerk.  I.  I!,  bittler; 
treasurer,  L.  A.  Payne,  atloiiiey.  b.  .\.  \:iriier; 
marshal.  C.W.  Gardner  (succeeded  liy  .bise[ili  S|n>tts). 
William  Uallap  held  the  position  of  night  patrolman. 

1881— Trustees.  W.  T.  Perry,  chairman;  L.  G. 
Hurd.  B.  C.  Oyler;  attorney,  L.  A.  Varner;  clerk, 
F.  W.  Burdick;  treasurer.  L.  A.  Payne. 

On  August  1 .  1S7S  the  board  of  trustees  of  the 
town  of  Harvard  petitioned  for  the  correction  of  the 
act  of  incorporation  and  in  accordance  with  their 
prayer  the  correction  was  made,  showing  that  the 
former  act  was  made  on  petition  of  a  majority  of 
taxable  male   inhabitants  thereof.       A   petition   b}' 


John  D.  Hayes  and  198  other  taxpayers  of  Harvard 
precinct,  asking  the  commissioners  to  fix  a  date  for 
voting  on  the  following  proposition,  was  presented 
December  ir>,  1S78:  ''Shall  the  commissioners  of 
Clay  County  issue  lionds  of  Howard  I'reeiuet  b.  the 
amount  of  4;r>.()l)(l.  U<  he  placed  in  the  hands  of  E.  P. 
Burnett.   W.  S.     Haudall    aud   Iv    E.   Howard,  otlicers 

comraissi()ners  of  Clay  County,  in  the  event  of  the 
location  of  the  e(nnity  seat  at  Har\ard.  proceeds  to 
be  devoted  to  the  erection  of  county  buildings  at 
Harvard  within  six  mouths  of  re-location  <>f  seat  of 
justice."  This  petiti(Ui  was  urauted  aud  a  date 
made  for  election. 

In  April,  1SS2,  J.  I».  Bain,  B.  C.  Oyler,  L. 
A.  Payne,  C.  1).  Moore  and  C.  W.  (Jardncr  were 
nominated  for  village  trustees;  L.  A.  Varner  was 
chosen  clerk  and  W.  H.  Canfleld,  treasurer. 

T.  R.  Wyckoflf,  John  Hill.  William  Newton, 
Louis  Stein  (the  Iwo  last  ri,;  .]  K.  Wheeler  ;nid  M. 
Estes),  were  chosen  members  of  the  school  lioardin 
1882.  In  1883  Louis  Stein  was  re-elected,  and  W. 
H.  Canfleld  took  the  place  of  Ezra  Brown  on  the 
board.  H.  C.  Brown  was  chosen  moderator  of  the 
new  board. 

The  trustees  of  Harvard  elected  in  1883  were 
Messrs.  Payne,  Bain  and  Gardner,  of  the  old  board, 
with  S.  S.  Dunn  and  L.  J.  Titus.  William  Shackle- 
ford  was  appointed  marshal. 

In  1884,  the  anti-license  candidates  for  village 
trustees  received  from  100  to  112  votes,  and  the 
li.vuse  candidates  from  If)  to  r>2,  C.  H.  De  Grotf 
received  1  r)2  \otes.  Iieinu  uouiiuated  by  both  parties. 
Tlie  trustees  elected  were  C.  D.  .Moore,  L.  J.  Titus, 
J.  D.  Bain,  C.  H.  De  Groti  and  C  .1  Scott.  C.  K. 
Morrill  was  chosen  clerk;  W.  H.  Cautield,  treasurer; 
S.  M.  Risley,  marshal,  and  M.  Estes.  superinten- 
dent of  cemetery. 

The  village  elections  of  1885  were  mainl3-  car- 
ried by  the  Citizens  party.  L.  A.  Paj'ne,  B.  S. 
Harrington,  Ezra  Brown,  John  Morrow  and  Melvin 
Estes  were  elected  trustees. 

In  April,  1885,  L.  T.  Clark  and  A.  P.  Hess 
were  elected  members  of  the  school  board  vice  .lohn 
Hill  and  T.  R.  Wyckoff. 

In  1886,  M.  W.  Wilcox  was   elected  mayor;  L. 
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P.  Crouch,  police  judge;  S.  W.  Wistrom.  clerk;  l>. 
J.  Titus,  treasurer:  H.  S.  Freeniiui,  engineer;  M.  V, 
Corey,  (1.  W.  Gardner,  C.  Hockliill  and  R.  Don- 
nelly, aldermen.  The  vote  cast  for  license  was  69; 
:ig:iinst  license.  14:!.      The  Citizens  ticket  was  lieaten. 

In  .\|)ril.  ISST,  C.  W.  LiMiliockcr  was  chosen 
uiay..i'.  G.  W.  Updike,  treasurer:  (i.  1».  Webster.- 
clerk:  -lohn  T.  Fleming,  engineer:  T.  II.  Bennett, 
and  P..   R.  Sloat,  aldermen. 

In  April.  ISSS,  G.  W.  Updike  was  elected 
nnniir  hv  1 17  votes  against  '.12  votes  for  James  Don- 
nelly: I.  R.  Littler,  treasurer:  W  II.  Payne,  clerk; 
Ezra  Brown,  police  judge;  .1.  T  Fleming,  engineer; 
G.  A.  Herzog  and  .M.  V.  C(iry.  enuncilnien.  with  al- 
dermen Sloat  and  Bennett  holding  over. 

In  April,  1889,  James  Donnelly  was  elected 
mayor;  John  T.  Fleming,  clerk:  L.  J.  Titus,  treas- 
urer: G.  W.  Limboeker,  engineer;  B.  S.  Harrington 
and  Samuel  Martin,  councilmen;  L.  G.  Hard  was 
appciintcil  attorney;  Itr.  liose,  physician;  J.  F. 
Hickman,  nunslial;  ( ).  C.  Clark,  member  of 
board  ot  health;  J.  A.  Rupiper,  superintendent  of 
cemetery;  J.  R.  Corey,  weighmaster,  and  C.  D. 
Moore,  foreman  of  fire  company;  L.  J.  Titus,  J.  L. 
Misner,  I.  L.  Yoman  and  II.  Iv  Helding  were 
elected  members  of  the  board  <>!  eili 
on  choice  of  postmaster  shows  15:! 
tin.  102  for  0.  W.  Birmingham.  7: 
and  25  for  G.  L.  Pike. 

Not  until  spring  of  1880  did  tl 
conflagration  arouse  the  people  t<  >  1 1 
that  time,  a  building  occupied  by  P.  Lyons  and  J. 
W.  Wigman  as  a  hardware  store,  was  burned.  Hav- 
ing no  means  by  which  to  extinguish  the  Are,  all  the 
people  could  do  was  to  stand  aside  and  watch  the 
darting  flames  as  they  fitfully  played  through  the 
frail  timbers  of  the  wooden  structure.  During  the 
same  spring,  a  residence  belonging  to  Henr}'  Dis- 
brow  was  burned.  Again  in  the  month  of  January. 
1882,  the  fiery  demon  set  about  the  work  of  destruc- 
tion, and  a  large  grain  elevator,  belonging  to  W,  J. 
Turner,  was   completely    consumed.      Shortly   after 

this  steps  were  tnkeii  t Lianize  a  fire  department, 

and  bonds  for  s!:^>.ii(i()  were  ordered  to  be  issued,  the 
proceeds  to  be  applied  on  the  construction  of  cisterns 
and  in  the  purchase  of  a  fire  engine. 


ion.      A  vote 
(i.  \V.  Mar- 

>r  S.  C.  Sloat 

ll-consuming 
rv  of  fire.    At 


I  he  otticcrs  of  the  tire  company  elected  in 
March.  18SS.  were  ('.  I).  Moore,  foreman;  J.  T. 
Fleming,  secret :ny;  I.  I!.  Littler,  treasurer;  A.  J. 
Moger.  assistant;  1  I!.  Littler,  captain  of  hose  com- 
pany, and  Joliii  Kiehiinls.   second  assistant. 

The  Harvrinl  ho.ml  ,,r  trade  was  organized  In 
May,  1887.  with  W.  .).  Turner,  presi.lent.  (!.  \V. 
Updike  and  EzraTJrown,  vice-presidents;  L.  J.  Titus, 
treasurer;  B.  S.  Harrington,  secretary:  J.  I).  Bain, 
E.  Austin,  C.  W.  Mmbo.-kcr,  ('.  K.  .Morrill,  K.  Up- 
dike, T  .\.  B:irliour.  I  D.  Howard.  J.  A.  Rupiper. 
W.  T,  Perry.  ().  .lohusou.  L.  J.  Titus.  L.  (i.  Hurd, 
W.  P.  Shockcy.  B.  I!.  Sloat,  ('.  J.  Scott.  S.  J.  Rice, 
L.  Webster.  (),  J.  Riley.  G.  S.  Babcock.  C.  W. 
Gardner,  S.  B.  Weil,  J.  R,  Donnelly,  M.  W.  Wil- 
cox, Adam  Herzog  and  C,  Rockhill.  directors.  The 
li.st  of  unofficial  members  with  the  above  named  em- 
braced the  entire  business  circle  of  the  city. 

A  restaurant  and  house  of  entertainment  was 
established  in  1S7I  by  F.  M.  Davis  in  a  house 
erected  by  the  railioad  company. 

The  Harvard  House,  erected  in  1872  by  Dim- 
mick  &  Stone,  was  the  first  hotel.  After  its  com- 
pletion it  was  sold  to  Ira  F.  Pearsall,  and  the  name 
was  ultimatelj'  changed  to  the  Commercial  House. 

The  Goehring  House  was  built  in  1872-73,  but 
was  afterward  moved  away,  and  became  known  as 
Goehring's  saloon. 

In  July,  1879,  Goehring  erected  on  the  site  of 
his  first  house  the  large  building  known  as  the 
Metropolitan  Hotel.  J.  B.  Spafford  leased  this 
house  from  the  owner,  and  in  1882  E.  P.  Church 
was  lessee. 

The  Grand  Central  was  crc-tcil  in  1881  for  D.  T. 
Phillips. 

The  Raught  House  is  referred  to  in  the  history 
of  the  Harvard  Building  Association. 

In  March,  1888,  the  Harvard  Building  Associa- 
tion was  organized  with  James  Donnelly,  president; 
B.  S.  Harrington,  secretary;  G.  W.  Updike,  treas- 
urer; W.  J.  Turner,  L.  J.  Titus,  J.  A.  Rupiper,  C. 
J.  Scott  and  I.  D.  Howard,  directors.  A  resolu- 
tion to  erect  a  brick  hotel  building  to  cost  not  less 
$9,000,  and  not  over  $12,000,  was  adopted,  and  the 
site,  where  Moger's  implement  warehouse  and  the 
photograph  gallery   stood,   selected.      In   May    the 
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huilding  contract  was  sold  to  ^Ir.  Fricli,  of  Hast- 
inos.  for  $9,244.  The  house  was  fiiiisheil  in  the  fall 
and  leased  to  A.  W.  Ilaught,  of  Syracuse,  Neh. 

I..  A.  Payne  &  Go's,  hanlv  was  estal)lishcd  Fcli- 
niiiiy  11.  ISTS.  liy  L.  A.  I'aync  :nid  W.  A.  Fanner. 
Lutein  ISSd.Mr.  F;irni.Tdicd.:inil  on  .Vpril  l.lSSl. 
tlic,M,ni|.:iny  was  ir  ,,ruani/,r,l  wilh  I..  A.  Payne, W, 
II.  .McBridr  and  .1.  K.  I'cniifid  inoprietors.  In  the 
fall  of  ISTS  a  two-story  lirick  Imilding  was  erected 
for  liaidv  |)Lirposes,  which  was  remodelled  in  1880. 

The  Nebraska  Mortgage  Company  was  incor- 
porated in  Xovember,  1889,  with  L.  J.  Titus,  presi- 
dent: N.  1).  Blackwell,  vice-president;  Edward  Up- 
ilike.  treasurer,  and  (i.  W.  lipdike.  secietary.  The 
capital  and  surplus  amount  to  $1  (lIl.lKKl. 

The  Exchange  Bank  was  foundeil  in  Deeemher. 
I  SSI.  hy  Fdward  TTpdike  and  L.  J.  Titus. 

The  Kxehange  Bank  and  Commercial  Bank 
were  mertii'd  into  the  Union  State  Bank  in  .\iiril. 
ISS'.I.  .\vtielesof  i iicorporation  Were  tilei  1  on  .March 
23.  and  liusiness  commenced  April  1.  Tlie  paid  up 
capital  was  fl(KI, (1(1(1.  Kdward  fpilike  is  now 
president,  with  X.  D.  HIackwell  and  ('.  W.  Updike, 
vice-presidents,  and  L.  J.  Titus,  cashier 

The  First  National  Bank  was  estaMislied  in 
issil  with  a  paid  up  capital  of  $50.(Mmi  midei-  charter 
4,129.  T.  H.  Matters  is  president,  C.  Rockhill, 
vice-president,  and  Jesse  F.  EUer,  cashier.  They, 
with  Felix  Grant  and  James  H.  Byralii.form  the 
hoard  of  <li rectors. 

The  White  Lion  flouring  mill  was  elected  in  the 
fall  of  IST'.t  hy  William  D.  Cook,  and  eipiipped  with 
three  run  of  stones  and  steam  power. 

The  I'ati'ick  Euan  elevator  at  TI;irvard  was  sold 
to  .J.  C.  Lincoln  and  -L  W.  .\|,d<  ihlieii  in  June, 
ISS9.  On  the  completion  of  tlie  CliiiM-o  &  North- 
western Railroad  to  this  point  other  elevators  were 
erected. 

The  first  school  was  o|)ened  in  the  winter  of 
1S72-7:!  Iiy  Mrs.  C,  K.  .Morrill,  at  her  house,  and 
was  atteniled  liy  thirty-nine  pupils.  Knring  that 
winter  the  contract  for  building  a  school  house  was 
sold  to  Peck  &  Meston,  wlio  completed  the  iiouse 
early  in  the  summer  of  1  S7!!  for  the  contract  price, 
$5,<100,  this  sum  lieinu-  raised  on  bonds  voted  by  the 
district.      The  distri<t  was  organized  in  July,  1872, 


with  E.  J.  .Alosher,  Alex.  Meston  and  M.  L.  Latham, 
directors  or  trustees.  Some  years  later  the  numbei- 
of  members  was  increased  to  six,  and  in  1881  H.  ('. 
Brown.  M.  Estes.  h>,ra  Brown.  E.  J  Stone.  T.  H. 
Wyckotf   and    William    .\cwl onned    the    board. 

Bride.  L.  A.  \-ai'iiei-  and  Clara  (Jearv.  teachers. 
District  II.  at  this  lime,  cl.-iimed  171  school  chil- 
dren and  employi'd  eiiiht  teachers. 

The  IkmhI  of  edM.-afi,.n  .u-ganized  in  May,  1887, 
witii  L.  .1.  Titus,  president;  T.  A.  Barbour,  vice- 
president,   and  J.    E.  Wheeler,  secretary.      Mrs.    L. 

A.  Noyes  resigned  and  Mrs.  Tracy  refused  to  fill 
the  office  of  trustee.  William  Newton.  L.  J.  Titus 
and  Louis  Stein  were  appointed  on  the  Ixiard. 

Harvard  Lodge  No.  70.  I.  0,  O.  F. ,  was  insti- 
tuted in  Harvard,  Nel).,on  the  18th  day  of  October, 
1S78.  by  I).  M.  McElhenny,  assisted  Iiv  F.  Forcht, 

B.  F.  Bowe,'  and  C.  H  Paul.  The  charter  members 
were  I).  W.  I>alt..u,  I).  T,  Phillips.  F,  W,  ISurdick.  B. 
F.  Hockett.  .1  I),  Hayes.  W.  II  llammon.l.  Henry 
Matters,  J.  II.  .loidan.  K  .\iislin.  .).  S.  Fiilei'.  W. 
T.  Shacklcford.  (',.  II,  Washbiuii.  .\.  H.  Lewis, 
Peter  Green.  T.  II.  .Matters,  A.  I).  .Mungcr.  S.  M. 
Kisley.  C.  J.  Scott,  H.  S.  Johnson,  J.  1).  Hume,  T. 
H.  Bennett,  A.  J.  M(jger,  and  at  present  George  M. 
Jones,  all  Noble  Grands.  Lodge  No.  70  is  at  present 
honored  with  having  one  of  its  members  in  the  per- 
son of  J.  D.  Hume  as  an  officer  in  the  Grand  Lodge 
of  the  State,  filling  the  office  of  that  lodge  as  Grand 
Herald.  The  secrettiries  of  the  lodge  in  order  of 
service  have  been  F.  W.  Burdick.  B.  F.  Hockett, 
W.  F.  Orwin,  J.  I>.  Hayes.  .1  H.  .I,„(lan.  T.  H. 
Matters.  W  T  Sliackleb.rd.  (leoruv  II.  Washburn. 
P.  Crcin,  .1     l»     II e.  \    I).  .Mini-vr.  S.  .M.   Hislev. 

C.  .1,  S.'ott.  I!  S.  .I,,hus,,n.  (J.  II.  Bennett  and  A. 
J.  .Moger.  The  present  nunnfiership  is  twenty- 
nine. 

Olive  Branch  Lodge  No.  Itj,  of  the  Degree  of 
Rebekah,  of  the  Order  of  Odd  Fellows,  was  insti- 
tuted March  18,  1881,  by  the  District  Deputy  Grand 
Master,  F.  W,  Burdick.  The  charter  members  were 
N.  H.  Lewis,  J.  D,  Hayes,  B.  F.  Hockett,  W.  T. 
Shackleford,  F.  W.  Buidick.  W.  H.  Hammond,  G. 
H.  W^ashburn.  W  H.  Wade,  F.  Austin.  J.  H.  Jor- 
don  and  E.  1).   iMoore. 


HISTORY   OF    NEBRASKA. 


The  officers  elected  for  this  liraiK'li  of  the  order 
were  E.  Austin,  N.  G.;  Mrs.  N.  II.  I.ewi.s.  V.  G. ; 
Mrs.  Lydia  A.  Hayes,  Sec;  J.  H.  Jon  Ion.  P.  Sec, 
and  Mrs.  J.  H.  Jordon,  Treas.  .Mrs.  X,  H.  Lewis 
presided  over  this  lodge  for  a  long  period. 

Harvard  Lodge  No.  92,  I.  0.  G.  T.,  was  organ- 
ized some  time  prior  to  1882,  with  C.  P.  Baldwin, 
W.  C.  T. ,  and  the  following  named  officers  in  lodge 
rank:  Mrs.  J.  D.  Moore,  W.  H.  Chadwick,  E.  P. 
Burnett,  B.  R.  Sloat,  T.  A.  Barbour.  J.  J.  Star- 
Iniek,  Mrs.  S.  Backus,  Mrs.  Sloat.  M.  L.  Latham, 
.Mrs.  Lc'grant.  Mrs.  Manchester  and  Ezra  Brown. 

The  Red  Ribbon  Clul)  was  presided  over  in 
-hily.  1S79,  by  R.  F.  See,  the  L  0.  G.  T.  by  C.  E. 
Cope,  and  the  Temple  of  Honor  by  D.  T.  Shennan. 

Tlie  W.  C.  T.  U.  officers  in  1887,  were;  Mrs.  L. 
A.  Noyes,  president;  Miss  Buck,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Barbour,  secretary;  Mrs.  Babcock,  treasurer; 
Mesdames  Soule,  Moger,  Scott,  Pinckard,  Bain, 
Church,  Markle,  Carr,  Bi-adley,  Southworth,  Swal- 
low, Moore  and  Keebler,  unofficial  members.  In 
the  fall  of  1888  Mrs.  Anna  Moore  was  chosen  presi- 
dent, and  Miss  Jennie  Babcock,  secretary. 

Harvard  Lodge  No.  44,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  was 
first  of  the  secret  orders  to  l)ecome  established  here. 
It  was  organized  March  25,  chartered  June  18,  and 
instituted  in  October,  1873.  The  officers  chosen 
for  its  management  were:  A.  J.  McPeak,  W.  M.; 
F.  M.  Davis,  S.  W. ;  Ezra  Brown,  J.  W.;  W.  C. 
Massey,  Sec;  S.  C.  Sloat,  Treas.;  L.  B.  Munger, 
S.  D. ;  A.  P.  Davidson,  Tiler.  W.  J.  Turner  was 
Master  in  1878-80.  The  first  meetings  were  held  in 
Sawtclls  Hall;  afterward  the  society  moved  into 
(luarters  in  Sloat's  Hall,  and  later  occupied  rooms 
in  conjunction  with  the  Odd  Fellows.  The  officers 
in  1882  were:  L.  B.  Munger,  W.  M.;  J.  H.  Wash- 
burn, S.  W.;  J.  D.  Hayes,  J.  W. ;  0.  W.  Birming- 
ham, Sec;  J.  D.  Bain,  Treas.;  G.  W.  Limbocker, 
S.  D.;  N.  H.  Lewis,  J.  D. ;  C.  D.  Moore,  Tiler. 
The  office  of  master  has  since  been  filled  by  G.  H. 
Washburn,  W.  J.  Turner,  William  Newton,  L.  G. 
Hurd,  and  in  1889  the  following  named  officers  were 
chosen:  A.  D.  Davison,  W.  M. ;  0.  P.  Birming- 
ham, S.  W.;  J.  S.  Caterson,J.  W. ;  J.  H.  Webster. 
Sec. ;  W.  J.  Turner,  Treas. 

Tlie  first  regular  meeting  of  the  G.  A.  R.  was 


held  in  January.  1 
was  elected  comuii 
George  Evans.  J. 
Weimer,    O. 

)hi 


if    D. 


^85.  Lieut.-Col.   John   : 

iider;  S.    H.    Robertson, 

v.;  M.    Estes,    Q.    M. 

i     F.  L.    Allen,  ().  of    (. 


Austin.  clKiphiin.  The  Post,  however,  was  organ- 
ized in  ( ),tc,lH'i .  1  SS4.  The  officers  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
elected  in  Dcccnilier.  1SS9,  were;  Com.,  C.  S. 
Bradley;  S.  \'..  O.  W.  Birmingham;  J.  V.,  L.  S. 
Backus;  Q.  M..  J.  A.  Kupiper;  surgeon,  Alvin 
Gray;  ( ».  !>..  \<a\  WCiuicr;  (>.  G.  ,  Silas  Moore; 
chaplain.  G.  W.  .Martin,  and  adjutant,  W.  (i. 
Willoughl <y.  In  Fc! iruary ,  this  society,  aided  by  the 
W.  R.  C. .  held  a  fair  and  lotteiy,  to  raise  funds  for 
Iniilding  a  hall.  The  roster  is  embraced  in  the  gen- 
eral roster  of  ex-soldiers  and  sailors  residing  in  the 
county  in  1889.  The  office  of  commander  has  been 
filled  by  Ezra  Brown,  Col.  Morrow.  E.  Austin,  W. 
E.  Welton,  James  Donnell3-  and  C.  S.  Bradley. 

A  camp  of  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  organized  here 
some  time  ago  was  mustered  in  in  July  1889  liy 
James  Donnellj'  with  twenty-three  members.  The 
officers  were.  Dr.  F.  B.  Rose,  Captain;  Julius  Stone, 
First  Lieutenant  and  Arch.  Robertson.  Second 
Lieutenant. 

The  W.  R.  C.  preceded  the  Sons  of  Veterans,  as 
an  organization.  In  1886-88  Miss  Mercy  Swallow- 
was  president.  In  December,  1888,  the  W.  R.  C. 
elected  Mrs.  Luceta  Sloat,  president;  Laura  H.  Tur- 
ner, S.  V.  P. ;  P.  J.  Austin,  J.  V.  P. ;  Mary  0.  Han- 
cock, treasurer;  E.  J.  Moger,  chaplain;  Mary  E. 
Gray,  conductor;  Mercy  A.  Swallow,  guard;  Mary  G. 
LeGate,  A.  G. 

Harvard  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  was  organized  July  9, 
1887,  with  N.  P.  Shockey,  C.  C;  I.  D.  Howard,  V. 
C. ;  S.  W.  Westrom,  P. ;  W.  H.  Pajne.  K.  R.  and  S. 
S.  B.  Weil,  M.  of  E. ;  G.  D.  Webster,  M.  at  A. ;  C.  B. 
Morrow,  P.  C.  The  unofficial  membexs  were,  C.  D. 
Moore,  J.  H.  Webster.  T.  H.  Bennett,  S.  Rosen- 
baum,  L.  G.  Hurd,  R.  H.  Scott,  C.  J.  Bills  and  0. 
J.  Riley.  The  ceremonies  of  installation  were  at- 
tended Ijy  delegations  from  Hastings,  Clay  Center 
and  Sutton. 

In  1886,  C.  S.  Babcock  presided  over  the  A.  0. 
IT.  W.  The  lodge  elected  in  1888,  I.  R.  Littler,  P. 
M.;  J.  F.  Hickman,  M.  W. ;  with  T.  H.  Matters,  S. 
J.  Rice,  0.  J.  Riley,  G.  S.  Babcock,  J.  T.  Fleming, 
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N.  H.  Pontius,  Johu  Bingston  and  C.  J.  Scott,  fil- 
ling the  remaining  offices.  Mr.  Hickman  is  now 
serving  as  M.  W. ,  with  A.  J.  Young,  recorder. 

A  camp  of  M.  W.  of  A.  was  organized  in  Febru- 
ary, 1888,  with  J.  M.  Markle,  V.  C. ,  with  C.  A. 
Sharp,  T.  H.  Matters,  J.  D.  Hume,  A.  J.  Moger,  F. 
W.  Eose,  Gr.  A.  Herzog  and  W.  J.  Johnson,  filling 
the  other  offices.  F.  W.  Rose  was  vice-council  in 
1889  and  N.  H.  Pontius  in  1890. 

The  Al-nor-ear-em  Quartette  was  organized  in  the 
fall  1889,  and  the  name  based  on  parts  of  the  vocal- 
ists names. 

The  first  religious  services  here  were  conducted 
by  Rev.  Numan  Brass,  a  Methodist,  in  August, 
1871,  and  the  house  of  worship  was  his  pre-emption 
shanty  on  his  claim.  In  Julj'  of  this  year  a  class  of 
ten  members  was  organized  by  him  and  for  some 
time  services  were  conducted  in  a  railroad  coach 
until  the  school  building  was  completed.  In  1882 
Rev.  Mr.  Wilkinson  was  preacher  to  a  society  of 
sixty-one  members,  who  purchased  the  Union  Church 
building  at  Sheriff's  sale,  and  were  owners  in  1882. 
The  Harvard  and  Glenville  classes  were  organized  in 
May,  1872.  In  April,  1873,  Rev.  E.  J.  Willis  was 
sent  by  the  conference  to  the  Harvard  Circuit, 
which  comprised  all  of  Clay  County.  First  Quar- 
terly Conference  of  this  church  was  held  at  Harv'ard 
June  21,  1873.  Soon  after  this  conference,  the 
southern  portion  of  the  county  was  organized  into 
the  Little  Sandy  Circuit,  Rev.  Mr.  Penny,  (supply). 
There  were,  in  1882,  twenty  appointments  in  the 
county,  with  a  membership  of  over  500.  The 
preachers  in  charge  since  1879  are  named  as  follows: 
—  Stevens,  E.  Wilkinson,  S.  B.  Clay,  J.  K.  Max- 
field,  —  Rippetoe,  • —  Markle,  J.  B.  Pinckard  and 
Mr.  Jones. 

The  Presbyterian  Society  was  organized  January 
13,  1878,  with  fourteen  members  by  Rev.  A.  M. 
Dickson,  of  Edgar,  and  Rev.  H.  M.  Getner,  of 
Aurora.  At  this  time  E.  H.  Nye  was  chosen  elder, 
H.  R.  Wheeler,  T.  A.  Barbour,  C.  H.  De  Groff,  L. 
A.  Campliell  and  W.  H.  Chadwiek,  trustees.  In 
June,  1879.  a  church  house  was  commenced,  and 
during  work  thereon  services  were  held  in  the 
school-house  or  in  Phillip's  Hall.  The  society's 
building  cost  $600,  and  was  dedicated  in  November, 


1879,  by  Rev,  G.  L.  Little,  Rev.  J.  L.  Lower,  the 
pastor,  assisting.  In  1882  there  were  forty-three 
members.  Edwin  Updike  and  D.  M.  Waggoner 
were  elders;  C.  H.  De  Groff,  L.  J.  Titus,  D.  J. 
Hume,  N.  H.  Pontius  and  ,1.  Gardner,  trustees. 
The  church  was  built  on  the  "  Union  Plan,"  the  so- 
ciety contributing  most  to  hold  title  to  the  propertj-. 
The  Congregationalists  were  the  winners,  but  being 
unable  to  pay  off  the  debts,  the  building  was  sold 
by  the  sheriff  to  the  Methodists.  Mr.  Lower  re- 
mained with  the  church  until  it  ceased  to  exist, 
many  of  the  members  joining  the  Congregational 
Society. 

A  Baptist  Society  of  ten  persons  was  formed  in 
July,  1872,  by  Rev.  J.  N.  Webb  in  the  dwelling  of 

C.  H.  Warner.  The  first  regular  services  were  held 
January  26,  1873,  by  Rev.  I.  D.  Newell,  who  was 
hired  as  pastor.  This  society  has  not  been  referred 
to  in  the  local  press  of  the  county  for  some  years. 

The  Catholic  Church  of  Harvard  was  founded 
here  in  1879,  and  Father  Glauber  attended  the  mis- 
sion for  some  years.  Father  Simeon  succeeded,  and 
Harvard  was  included  in  his  mission.  The  congre- 
gation purchased  the  old  Presliyterian  Church  house 
and  refitted  it  for  the  purposes  of  Catholic  worship. 

St  John's  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  was  or- 
ganized September  20,  1881,  by  Rev.  John  Green- 
wood, of  Hastings.     The  officers  chosen  were  John 

D.  Haj'es  and  D.  Nichols,  wardens,  N.  H.  Lewis, 
F.  L.  Foreman  and  William  Newton,  vestrymen;  W. 
H.  Canfield,  treasurer,  and  W.  E.  Orwin,  secretary. 

The  Union  Sunday-school  dates  back  to  the  fall 
of  1872,  when  a  class  was  organized  in  Alex.  Mes- 
ton's  dwelling.  Services  were  held  in  Sawtell's 
Hall  until  the  school  building  was  completed,  and 
there  until  1879-80,  when  denominational  classes 
were  formed,  the  Presbyterians  leaving  the  Union  in 
January,  1879.  In  January,  1881,  the  Methodists 
left  the  Union. 

In  the  early  months  of  1872,  when  Harvard 
comprised  but  four  or  five  small  buildings.  Rev.  D. 
B.  Perry,  a  Congregational  minister  then  recently 
graduated  from  Yale  University,  now  president  of 
Doane  College,  had  for  his  parish  the  whole  of  Ham- 
ilton County.  He  extended  his  field  into  Clay 
enough  to  include   Harvard  and  Sutton.      Services 
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were  held  on  alternate  Salibnths,  first  in  a  railroad 
car,  then  in  a  private  honse.  A  Congregational 
church  was  organized  Jul}"  13, 1873,  with  the  follow- 
ing members:  J.  P.  Todd,  Alex.  Meston,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Meston,  C.  H.  Miner,  W.  A.  McLeon,  E.  L. 
Brown  and  Margaret  E.  Decker.  The  names  of 
clerks  in  order  are  S.  Backus,  1872;  L.  G.  Hurd, 
1875;  Mrs.  C.  K.  Mon-ill,  1879;  Mrs.  C.  K.  Morrill,- 
January  13,  1881;  T.  R.  Hall,  December  29,  1881; 
Mrs.  G.  E.  Taylor,  1882;  E.  J.  Moger,  1883;  Mrs. 
Celia  A.  Hurd,  C.  R.  Morrill,  Henry  Noyes,  July, 
1888;  James  Donnelly,  January,  1889. 

Names  of  pastors  in  order  of  services  are  Rev. 
D.  B.  Perry  (supply).  Rev.  B.  F.  Haviland  (supplied 
alternate  Sabbaths  for  one  year).  Rev.  John  Gray  (of 
Sutton,  supplied  alternate  Sabbaths  for  two  years). 
Rev.  Thomas  Pugh  (Fairfield  supply).  Rev.  H.  P. 
Page  (pastor  February.  1887,  to  May,  1879).  After 
this  more  than  a  year  elapsed  with  no  stated  services. 

In  April,  1880,  a  meeting  was  held  to  consider 
the  subject  of  disbanding.  A  motion  to  that  effect 
was  lost,  and  in  July,  Rev.  George  E.  Tajdor  be- 
came pastor  and  continued  to  December  31,  1882. 
Rev.  E.  Southworth,  April  1,  1883,  resigned  Janu- 
ary 21,  1888.  George  R.  Parrish  called  April  12, 
1888,  ordained  by  council  March  21,  1889,  resigned 
October  10,  1889.  Rev.  ().  V.  Rice  trailed  Novem- 
ber-4,  1889. 

A  Ijuilding  committee  was  appointed  July  20, 
1881,  with  L.  0.  Howard,  W.  H.  McBride,  G.  E. 
Taylor,  T.  R.  Hall,  J.  Burdick  and  C.  Rockhill, 
members.  Under  their  supervision  the  church  house 
was  erected  and  dedicated  May,  23,  1882.  The 
parsonage  was  completed  in  1889  at  a  cost  of  $1,- 
222.35 ,  while  the  church  building  cost  $2 ,68G.  The 
number  of  members  is  sixty -five. 

The  Christian  Church  of  Harvard  was  formally 
organized  in  October,  1883,  and  organized  in  May, 
1884,  with  the  following  named  members.  Mrs.  C. 
Rockhill,  Mrs.  M.  W.  Wilcox;  Miss  Alice  Eddy, 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Neri  Smith,  A.  H.  Davis,  3Ir.  and 
Mrs.  W.  S.  Gantz,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  G.  W.  Cline,  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  D.  M.  Stiles,  Miss  Anna  Stiles,  Mr:  and 
Mrs.  W.  C.  Moore,  George  C.  Shetler,  Jliss  L.  C. 
Shetler,  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T.  H.  Spicer. 

The  pastors  in  the  order  of  services  were  C.  B. 


Lotspiech,  B.  F.  Bush,  0.  C.  Hubbell,  L.  F.  Van- 
Cleve  and  G.  T.  Black. 

Mrs.  M.  W.  Wilcox  has  ser^'ed  as  secretary  since 
organization.  There  are  126  members.  In  1885, 
the  church  house  was  erected  under  the  direction  of 
the  following  named  building  committee:  C.  Rock- 
hill, George  LeBaron  and  T.  H.    Spicer. 

Fairfield  is  the  new  name  of  the  old  postoffice 
center,  known  as  White  Elm.  In  point  of  settle- 
ment and  progress  it  ranks  with  its  sister  towns  of 
Sutton,  Hansard  and  Edgar.  It  is  the  center  of 
trade  for  the  southwestern  townships  of  Claj'  County 
and  the  towns  adjoining  on  the  south  and  west. 
Its  grain  market  is  celebrated  and  the  surrounding 
country  peopled  bj'  an  industrious  class  of  citizens. 
Fairfield  town  site  was  entered  by  Maximilian  Reed 
in  1871  (northeast  quarter  Section  4,  Township  5, 
Range  7).  He  sold  this  claim  to  A.  B.  Smith,  H.  J. 
Higgins,  R.  Bayly,  Cornelius  Dunn  and  sixteen 
others  who  proposed  to  establish  a  town  here.  Fair- 
field was  surveyed  for  the  St.  Joe  &  Denver  Railroad 
Company,  September  11,  1874,  by  A.  R.  Buttolph, 
and  the  first  sale  of  lots  was  made  September  18, 
J.  H.  Epley  buying  the  first  lot  offered.  John 
Clancy  was  the  pioneer  settler  on  the  town-site,  he 
being  manager  of  the  boarding  car,  and  later  of  the 
section  house  during  the  construction  of  the  road. 
In  June,  1872,  the  railroad  company  erected  a  depot 
east  of  the  old  settlement,  this  was  followed  by  the 
section  house;  Jaynes  oflBce  and  lumber  yard  followed 
in  the  fall,  and  then  Chandler  &  Aiken's  carpenter- 
shop.  Early  in  1873,  T.  E.  Broderick  purchased 
Jayne's  building  and  later,  McPeak  &  Sons  estab- 
lished a  hardware  store  in  the  carpenter  shop.  In 
Septemper,  1874,  J.  H.  Epley  and  Smith  &  Spencer 
moved  their  stores  from  the  old  to  the  new  town-site; 
J.  C.  Clark  established  a  lumber  yard;  D.  McDonald 
a  blacksmith  shop;  J.  W.  Small  a  real  estate  office, 
and  Hopper  &  Conrad  a  drug  store. 

A  postoffice  was  established  in  the  fall  of  1871, 
at  a  point  two  miles  northwest  of  the  present  town 
called  White  Elm,  aud  kept  by  J.  P.  Scott,  posf^ 
master.  The  location  of  the  office  was  changed  and 
brought  into  town  on  June  27,  1873,  at  which  time 
it  passed  into  the  hands  of  L.  Brewer,  who  was  com- 
missioned postmaster. 
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The  office,  after  being  variously  called  by  the 
citizens,  was  finally  given  the  name  which  it  now 
bears.  Mr.  Brewer  continued  postmaster  from  his 
first  appointment  up  to  February,  1886,  with  the 
exception  of  about  seven  months  in  1881,  when  H. 
S.  Gould  received  the  commission,  but  gave  place  to 
Brewer  January  1,  1882. 

Dennison  Howe  succeeded  Leander  Brewer  as 
postmaster  in  February,  188G.  The  appointment  of 
Dr.  Prentice,  iiis  successor,  was  confirmed  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1890. 

The  petition  of  J.  H.  Conrad  and  twenty-five 
others,  for  the  incorporation  of  Fairfield,  was  pre- 
sented July  1,  1878.  L.  F.  Fryar,  D.  Howe,  J.  R. 
Maltby,  John  Epley  and  W.  S.  Prickett  were  named 
trustees.  This  board  organized  with  J.  R.  Maltby, 
chairman;  0.  G.  Maury,  clerk;  C.  F.  Shedd,  treas- 
urer; A.  A.  Kelsej',  marshal  (succeeded  by  P.  Gr. 
Hayes);  W.  S.  Prickett,  attorney.  The  boai-d 
passed  the  first  ordinance  on  the  23d  day  of  July, 
1878. 

The  officers  elected  for  the  year  1879  were: 
Trustees,  J.  E.  Hopper,  G.  E.  Glass,  C.  Palmer, 
(chairman),  J.  R.  Madison  and  H.  Spencer;  clerk,  0. 
G.  Maury;  treasui-er,  John  Biddle. 

1880— Trustees,  J.  E.  Hopper,  Charles  Palmer, 
Chairman;  O.  H.  Judd,  G.  E.  Glass,  H.  Spencer; 
clerk,  F.  H.  Willis. 

1881— Trustees,  J.  R.  Maltby,  I).  Howe,  J. 
Tweed,  D.  Murdock,  chairman,  and  E.  L.  Brewer; 
treasurer,  J.  H.  Case;  clerk,  J.  C.  Hedge. 

1882 — Trustees,  W.  S.  Randall,  chairman;  T.  J. 
Loomis,  A.  Broderick,  C.  F.  Shedd  and  J.  C.  Hedge; 
clerk,  D.  Howe;  treasurer,  Charles  Lewis. 

Li  1883  W.  S.  Randall  was  chairman;  J,  E. 
Broderick,  J.  E.  Hopper,  M.  B.  Gates  and  B.  F. 
Rawalt,  tru.stees;  E.  D.  Judd,  clerk;  W.  S.  Prickett, 
attorney;  C.  L.  Lewis,  treasurer,  and  William  Craw- 
ford, street  commissioner. 

In  April,  1884,  Henry  Spencer,  M.  B.  Gates,  S. 
J.  Anthony  and  A.  J.  Minor  were  elected  trustees, 
while  0.  P.  Alexander,  W.  Kentner  and  J.  C.  Clark 
received  each  fortj-  votes  for  the  fifth  position  on 
the  board. 

In  1885  Messrs.  Randall,  Gates,  A.  G.  Sherwood, 
T.  J.  Loomis  and  D.   Howe,  were  trustees;  E.   D. 


Judd,  clerk;  C.  L.  Lewis,  treasurer;  W^  S.  Prickett, 
attorney;  Thomas  Myers,  marshal,  and  E.  Gates, 
street  commissioner. 

The  trustees  elected  in  1886  were  M.   B.   Gates, 

A.  G.  Sherwood,  A.  A.  Randall,  C.  F.  Shedd  and 
Charles  Lewis;  E.  A.  Mitchell  was  appointed  clerk; 
VV.  S.  Prickett,  attorney,  and  J.  L.  Epperson,  treas- 
urer. 

The  trustees  elected  in  April,  1887,  were  0.  C. 
Hubbell,  Dr.  A.  J.  Bacon,  A.  B.  Smith,  H.  M. 
Goldsmith  and  C.  L.  Lewis;  E.  A.  Mitchell  was  re- 
appointed clerk;  T.  J.  Loomis,  treasurer,  and  J.  E. 
Broderick,  marshal. 

The  election  of  April  3,  1888,  resulted  in  the 
choice  of  the  following  named  trustees:  C.  L.  Lewis, 

B.  J.  Wright,  M.  B.  Gates,  George  Avery  and 
George  J.  Pielstick;  James  H.  Brooks  was  appointed 
clerk;  J.  L.  Epperson,  attorney;  J.  E.  Broderick, 
marshal;  Elmer  Gates,  street  commissioner,  and  T. 
J.  Loomis,  treasurer. 

In  April,  1889,  J.  E.  Hopper  was  elected  mayor; 
J.  H.  Brooks,  clerk;  T.  J.  Loomis,  treasurer;  C. 
M.  Prickett,  city  engineer;  Frank  Phillips,  A.  R. 
Ray,  S.  H.  Lewis  and  C.  W.  Potter,  councilmen. 

The  first  school  building  was  erected  in  the  fall 
of  1873,  at  a  cost  of  $1,440,  and  the  finst  scliool 
taught  therein  during  the  following  winter.  A  new 
school-house  was  erected  in  1881 ,  and  the  pioneer 
l)uilding  sold  to  the  Christian  Societ3'  in  the  fall  of 
that  year.  The  new  house  cost  $5,000.  Its  posi- 
tion above  the  town  commands  a  view  of  the  country 
for  twentj'-one  miles  in  some  directions.  It  was 
opened  by  A.  A.  Randall,  principal,  assisted  by 
Emma  McKee  and  Alice  Cooper.  E.  S.  Detwieler, 
principal,  with  Nellie  Martin  and  Mrs.  E.  W.  Lewis, 
presided  over  the  schools  in  1883-84.  In  April 
Prof.  Hursh  was  principal,  with  Mrs.  Case,  Emma 
McKee  and  Nellie  Martin,  assistant  teachers.  The 
teachers  of  the  schools  in  March,  1888,  were 
Misses  Sanderson,  To>'rey,  Emma  McKee,  Louie 
McKee  and  J.  A.  Frame,  with  Louis  Morgan,  prin- 
cipal. The  school  directors,  elected  in  April,  were 
D.  B.  Gillette  and  S.  H.  Lewis,  for  three  years,  and 
J.  P.  Nixon  (vacancj-)  for  one  year.  The  tax  levy 
for  school  purposes  was  25  mills  per  dollar.  In 
1889  B.  McCartney,  J.   P.  Nixon  and  S.  Colegrove 
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were  elected  members  of  the  school  board.  At  the 
June  meeting  the  district  was  declared  out  of  debt  and 
a  balance  of  $285.47  in  the  treasury.  The  number  of 
children  of  school  age  was  471.  D.  B.  Gillette  was 
chosen  moderator  and  S.  H.  Lewis  treasurer.  J.  R. 
McKee  was  appointed  principal,  with  Fannie  Sander- 
son, Fannie  Dinsmore,  Emma  McKee  and  Louie 
McKee  teachers.  Ida  Martin  was  appointed  assists 
ant  principal  and  A.  W.  Evans  teacher  for  the  east 
school. 

In  April,  1884,  the  sum  of  :|17,00()  was  sub- 
scribed by  twelve  persons  for  the  benefit  of  Fairfield 
College.  The  committe  on  collection  comprised  D. 
Howe,  J.  L.  Epperson  and  M.  B.  Gates.  In  June, 
1884,  Prof.  Hubbell  resigned  his  position  as  princi- 
pal of  the  Hastings  schools  and  moved  to  Fairfield. 
On  Septemlier  24,  the  Normal  Institute  was  opened 
here  by  him.  The  College  Directory,  pulilished  in 
November,  1884,  gives  the  names  of  T.  P.  Nixon, 
president  of  the  board;  W.  T.  Newcomb,  financial 
agent  and  secretary;  C.  W.  Hemry,  president  of  the 
faculty,  and  0.  C.  Hubbell,  principal  of  the  normal 
department.  The  first  annual  commencement  exer 
cises  were  held  June  3,  1885.  In  October,  1885, 
there  were  seventy  students  enrolled,  where  a  year 
before  the  register  contained  only  twenty-seven 
names.  In  April,  1886,  the  college  board  author- 
ized the  employment  of  an  architect  to  draw  plans 
for  buildings,  and  in  July  the  contract  for  the  col- 
lege building  was  sold  to  W.  B.  Schmucker  for 
19,675.  Work  was  at  once  begun,  and,  within  that 
year,  the  large  brick  building  was  completed. 

The  fire  of  March  6,  1885,  destroyed  the  stable 
of  Conrad  &  Powers  and  with  it  1,000  bushels  of 
grain,  two  horses,  valued  at  $1,200,  and  other  prop- 
erty. The  fire  of  April  11 ,  1888,  originated  between 
the  Mills'  building,  then  occupied  by  Newcomb  & 
Arnold  (on  the  site  of  Arnold  &  Potter's  store),  and 
John  Tweed's  store  building.  Within  a  few  mo- 
ments the  Exchange  hotel,  of  Mrs.  Townsend  (estab- 
lished in  1877),  the  Mills'  building,  Newcomb  & 
Arnold's  stock  valued  at  $7,000,  John  Tweed's 
stock  and  building  valued  at  $6, 000,  Thomas  Fow- 
ler's building  $1;500,  and  Minnick  &  Morrill's  stock 
$8,000  were  desti-oyed.  The  heat  was  so  intense  as 
to  melt  the  iron  cornices  of  the  Exchange  building 


and  to  damage  the  fronts  of  Wright  Bros',  hardware 
store  and  Bradwell  &  Lewis'  drug  store.  The 
total  loss  was  $35,000,  and  the  insurance  $11,300. 
A  few  small  fires  are  recorded  in  and  around  the 
village,  but  those  referred  to  were  the  only  serious 
ones. 

In  1880-81  the  citizens  considered  the  question 
of  water  supply  in  case  of  fire,  and  agreed  to  con- 
struct a  system  of  tanks.  The  appliances  provided 
for  this  purpose  consisted  of  a  well,  wind-mill  and 
force  pump;  three  cisterns,  of  300-barrel  capacity, 
constructed  at  the  intei-section  of  the  principal 
streets,  and  one  200-baiTel  cistern  near  the  well, 
each  being  connected  with  the  well  by  means  of 
underground  pipes,  through  which  the  water  was 
carried  to  fill  them.  In  each  of  the  cisterns  was  a 
wooden  pump,  by  means  of  which  the  water  was 
raised  into  buckets,  used  until  an  engine  was  pro- 
cured. A  hook-and-ladder  companj-  was  organized 
during  the  year  1881,  with  E.  W.  Lewis,  foreman, 
and  the  department  consisted  of  volunteers,  all,  in 
case  of  fire,  being  under  the  direction  of  an  engi- 
neer, who  was  appointed  hy  the  town  trustees,  to- 
gether with  his  assistant.  In  1882,  D.  Howe  occu- 
pied the  position  of  chief  engineer,  and  K.  I. 
Willis,  assistant  engineer. 

The  local  board  of  the  Fairfield  branch  of  the 
Farmers'  Union  Insurance  Company  was  presided 
over  in  May,  1889,  by  H.  T.  Hoyt,  with  J.  T.  Lee, 
vice-president,  D.  B.  Gillette,  secretary,  and  Brewer 
and  Ricker,  collectors.  A  large  number  of  members 
were  secured. 

The  first  banking  house  was  established  Jlay  11. 
1881,  by  J.  W.  Small  and  W.  S.  Randall.  It  was 
called  the  Fairfield  Exchange  Bank,  and  is  engaged 
in  general  banking  business,  with  a  paid  up  capital 
of  $3,000,  and  deposits  amounting  to  about  $12,000. 
On  May  14,  of  that  same  j'ear,  a  second  mouetarj' 
institution  became  established  under  the  name  of 
the  Fairfield  Bank,  by  a  companj'  composed  of  W. 
T.  Newcomb,  S.  J.  Anthony  and  0.  C.  Hubbell. 

The  First  National  Bank,  successor  to  the  Fair- 
field Bank,  was  organized  April  28,  1886,  and  com- 
menced business  June  1,  1886,  the  stockholders  be- 
ing L.  D.  Fowler,  president;  George  H.  Cowles, 
vice-president;  M.  C.  Joslyn,  cashier;  John  E.  Bag- 
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ley  and  Ira  Titus,  assistant  cashier.  The  capital 
stock  was  $50,000.  W.  T.  Newcomb  was  elected 
president,  June  6,  1888;  Jacob  Shively,  vice-presi- 
dent; Ira  Titus,  cashier;  S.  C.  Thompson,  assistant 
cashier.  On  January  14,  1890,  Jacob  Shively  was 
president;  George  J.  Pielstick,  vice-president;  Ira 
Titus,  cashier;  S.  C.  Thompson,  assistant  cashier. 
The  company  own  their  building,  which  was  built 
in  the  latter  part  of  1886. 

The  Citizens'  Bank  was  established  July  21, 
1886,  and  opened  August  2,  that  year.  J.  C.  Hedge 
has  served  as  president  and  C.  L.  Law,  cashier, 
since  that  date.  They,  with  J.  L.  Epperson,  J. 
Tweed,  H.  S.  Good,  E.  J.  Jenkins,  J.  Linzen  and 
George  F.  Dickson  were  the  original  stockholders. 
There  are  now  nineteen  stockholders.  The  paid  up 
capital  Is  $30,000,  and  the  surplus  undivided  profits 
$3,500. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was  organized 
August  27,  1873,  by  F.  A.  Penny,  with  W.  R. 
Stevens,  class  leader.  The  class  then  belonged  to 
Little  Blue  Circuit,  of  which  A.  G.  White  was  pre_ 
siding  elder.  The  first  members  were:  W.  R.  Stev- 
ens, A.  P.  Randall,  Alma  Batchelor,  Mary  J.  Ran- 
dall, Mrs.  A.  Hughes,  Edetha  Stevens,  Mary  M. 
Randall,  W.  N.  Randall,  W.  H.  Hughes,  R.  N. 
Brown,  Mrs.  L.  J.  Pearson,  Mrs.  E.  Hardy,  G.  B. 
Overhulse,  William  S.  Randall  and  Mary  C.  Randall. 

The  names  of  pastors,  in  order  of  service,  were: 
F.  E.  Penny,  E.  J.  Willis,  J.  S.  Norville,  J.  W. 
Dobbs,  Joseph  Gray,  C.  L.  Smith,  C.  A.  Mastin, 
Horace  A.  Ewell,  Andrew  Kershaw,  C.  A.  Lewis, 
J.  W.  Warfield  and  C.  E.  Rowe. 

The  office  of  secretary  has  been  filled  by  J.  0. 
Beck,  J.  W.  Small,  G.  B.  Overhulse,  M.  L.  Byrket, 
Chester  Wright,  Mattie  Hewitt  and  F.  Anawalt. 
E.  A.  Mitchell  is  the  present  recording  secretary. 
The  church  house  was  erected  in  1877;  J.  W.  Dobbs 
was  president  and  G.  B.  Overhulse,  clerk  of  the 
building  committee.  Services  were  continued  in  the 
depot  until  the  school-house  was  completed,  when 
the  class  used  that  building  and  occupied  it  until 
the  church  building  was  completed,  in  the  summer 
of  1878.  The  church  is  constructed  after  the  Gothic 
style  of  architecture,  is  30x50  feet  in  dimensions, 
and  Is  finished  with  stained  glass  windows.      It  cost 


$2,150.  The  congregation  numbered  120  members 
in  1882. 

A  Sunday  school  was  organized  in  the  summer  of 
1878,  with  fifty  scholars.  W.  R.  Stcvms  was  elect. 
ed  superintendent;  the  school  numliereii  li'd  mem- 
bers, in  1882,  and  was  under  the  superinti'iKleiiee  of 
W.  S.  Randall 

The  Catholic  congregation  was  organized  in  Oc- 
tober, 1877,  at  the  residence  of  J.  R.  Maltby.  Rev. 
J.  G.  Glauber  attended  this  mission  every  month, 
holding  the  services  of  the  church  In  Conrad's  Hall. 
The  original  congregation  comprised  seven  families, 
but  increased  to  twenty  families  in  1878,  when  work 
on  the  church  Iniildinu  w;is  commenced.  The  house 
was  partly  compleled  early  iu  1879,  and  finished  in 
1882.  In  18S1!  i'ather  Simeon,  then  resident  priest 
at  Hastings,  attended  this  mission. 

The  Christian  Church  antedates  1878,  when  W. 
T.  Newcomb  and  Elder  T.  J.  Newcomb  preached 
the  doctrine  of  this  denomination  occasionally.  A 
society  was  organized  June  16,  1878,  with  the  fol- 
lowing named  members:  S.  J.  Anthony,  W.  T. 
Newcomb  and  Mrs.  De  Ette  Newcomb,  Lorenzo  R. 
Chapman  and  Mrs.  Lona  Chapman,  Joseph  Webb 
and  Mrs.  Hannah  Webb,  and  James  H.  Artrup, 
eight  in  all.  The  office  of  pastor  has  been  filled  liy 
Revs.  George  Loblngier,  William  Sumpter,  T.  J. 
Newcomb,  C.  B.  Lotspelch,  C.  W.  Hemry,  W.  P. 
Aylesworth  and  T.  L.  Fowler.  On  November  1, 
1881,  S.  J.  Anthony  was  elected  first  secretary,  and 
holds  that  position  to-day.  In  1884  a  building 
committee  was  chosen.  This  comprised  the  secre- 
tary, J.  P.  Nixon;  G.  W.  Howe,  Allen  T.  Mon1> 
gomery  and  Jacob  Haj'lett,  and  under  their  direction 
a  house  of  worship  was  erected.  This  building  was 
dedicated  January  4,  1885  by  Pastor  C.  W.  Hemry 
and  Elder  Lucas.  In  1879  a  parsonage  was  begun 
and  finished,  and  the  same  year  S.  J.  Anthony  or- 
ganized a  Sunday-school  of  thirty-live  scholars.  In 
the  fall  of  1881  the  old  school  li.mse  was  purchased 
by  this  society  and  fitted  up  for  the  purposes  of 
worship. 

The  Congregational  Society  may  be  said  to  date 
back  to  January  21 ,  1872,  when  Mr.  J.  A.  Jones,  mis- 
sionary for  the  southern  part  of  Clay  County,  or- 
ganized a  society  at  the  house  of  H.  J.   Higgins, 
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with  the  following  named  members:  A.  S.  Willis 
and  wife,  and  H.  J.  Higgins  and  wife.  The  pastors 
in  order  of  service  are  named  as  follows:  Revs. 
John  A.  Jones,  Thomas  Pugh,  —  Abbott,  R.  R. 
Williams,  1883;  C.  E.  Harwood,  1884;  R.  C.  Morse, 
the  present  pastor.  The  office  of  clerk  has  been 
filled  by  the  following  members:  A.  S.  Willis,  W. 
H.  Frey,  M.  R.  Madison,  K.  I.  Willis  and  C.  A. 
Morrill.  In  the  fall  of  1872  the  permanent  head- 
quarters were  fixed  at  Fairfield,  services  being  held 
in  the  store  buildings,  and  later  in  the  Brown  school 
house.  In  1874  the  common  school  building  was 
their  place  of  worship  and  continued  to  be,  with 
little  exception,  until  March  5,  1882,  when  the 
church  house,  begun  in  1878,  was  completed  at  a 
cost  of  $2,800.  The  building  committee  comprised 
C.  F.  Shedd,  L.  C.  Hodgson,  J.  R.  Maltby,  W.  H. 
Frey,  E.  J.  Jenkins,  R.  Bayly  and  A.  B.  Smith. 
There  are  now  (February,  1890)  IGO  members. 

A  union  Sundaj'-school  was  begun  in  the  spring 
of  1872,  the  first  meeting  being  held  at  the  residence 
of  H.  J.  Higgins,  at  Liberty  farm,  where  it  was 
kept  during  that  year,  until  the  approach  of  winter, 
at  which  time  the  school  was  dismissed  for  the  win- 
ter, and,  on  the  9th  of  the  following  March,  was 
started  up  again,  and  L.  Brewer  was  elected  super- 
intendent. With  the  beginning  of  next  winter,  the 
school  was  disbanded.  On  March  7,  1874,  scholars 
met  in  Brown's  (or  Palmer's),  school  house,  and 
elected  W.  R.  Stevens  superintendent.  Meetings 
continued  to  be  held  in  the  school  house  until  the 
fall  of  1877,  when  they  were  changed  to  the  Metho- 
dist Church,  remaining  here  about  one  year,  being 
again  held  in  the  school  house  until  the  erection  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  in  which  the  school  has  been 
kept  since.  Other  congregations  at  times  branched 
off,  starting  schools  of  their  own,  so  that  what  re- 
mained in  1882  of  the  union  school,  originally 
started,  belonged  almost  exclusively  to  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  had  a  membership  of  100, 
under  the  supervision  of  Lyman  Porter. 

In  1884, 1.  D.  Newell  was  pastor  of  the  Baptist 
Society,  followed  in  1885  by  Miss.  E.  Townsley,  who 
was  succeeded  in  1886  by  Rev.  A.  K.  Myattwayand 
he  by  Miss  Townsley  in  1887.  On  Miss  Townsley's 
resignation  of  the  pastorate,  the  pulpit  was  vacant 


for  some  time  until  Mr.  Clapp  was  called  as  pastor. 
He  resigned  in  January  1890. 

In  November,  1883,  the  Baptist,  Methodist  and 
Congregational  mission  society  was  formed  with  Mrs. 
Worsley,  president;  Mrs,  Small,  vice-president; 
Mrs.  Case,  secretary,  Mrs.  Kershaw,  treasurer  and 
Mesdames  Lewis,  W.  S.  Randall,  Oliver,  Madison, 
Willis  and  Mason  members  of  the  committees. 

T.  W.  Chatburn  of  the  Reorganized  Church  of 
Latter  Day  Saints  preached  in  Hopper's  Hall  in 
April  1884.  The  membership  of  this  society  is  quite 
limited  l)ut  very  active. 

The  Masonic  society  of  Fairfield  was  organized 
under  dispensation  September  6,  1880,  in  Hopper's 
Hall  with  ten  members.  On  June  22,  1881 ,  a  char- 
ter was  granted  and  Fairfield  Lodge  No.  34,  A.  F. 
&  A.  M. ,  was  instituted  July  26,  with  B.  F.  Rawalt, 
0.  P.  Alexander,  K.   I.    Willis,  W.    S.    Randall,  L. 

F.  Fryar,  J.  McDonald,  B.  R.    Royce,  J.  W.  Small, 

G.  W.  Noble  and  Richard  Bayley  officials  in  lodge 
order.  The  masters  since  1883  are  named  as  fol- 
lows: 1883,  B.  F.  Rawalt;  1884,  W.  S.  Randall; 
1885,  G.  W.  Noble;  1886,  A.  A.  Randall;  1887,  J. 
M.  Farley:  1888,  W.  S.  Randall;  and  in  1889,  W. 
S.  Randall.  The  secretaries  were  A.  A.  Randall, 
1883-84;  F.  H.  Willis,  1885;  K.  I.  Willis, 
1886-88;  J.  C.  Hedge,  1889-90.  This  lodge  elected 
the  following  named  officers  in  June,  1889:  Wil- 
liam S.  Randall,  W.  M.;  E.  J.  Jenkins,  S.  W. ; 
George  J.  Pielstick,  J.  W.;  John  Tweed,  treasurer 
and  J.  C.  Hedge,  secretary. 

The  Odd  Fellows,  as  is  usual,  have  a  strong  lodge 
at  Fairfield.  Messrs.  Fowler,  Gates  and  Jenkins 
have  served  the  lodge  as  presiding  officers  in  late 
years,  while  Messrs.  J.  B.  Goldsmith,  T.  J.  Fowler 
and  J.  H.  Brooks  have  served  as  secretaries. 

The  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  Post  was  or- 
ganized in  August,  1880,  with  twentj--six  members, 
by  Col.  Woods,  of  Omaha,  in  Conrad's  Hall,  and 
W.  S.  Randall  was  elected  commander;  B.  F.  Ra- 
walt, S.  V.  C;  S.  J.  Anthony,  J.  V.  C;  L.  Brewer, 
chaplain;  D.  A.  Keeny,  Q.  M. ;  0.  P.  Alexander, 
surgeon;  W.  H.  Fry,  adjutant,  and  B.  R.  Royce, 
0.  of  D.  At  a  regular  meeting  in  December,  1881, 
G.  W.  Noble  was  elected  commander;  J.  W.  Small, 
S.  V.  C;  J.  C.  Hedge,  J.  V.  C;  L.   Brewer,  uhap- 
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lain;  J.  E.  Hooper,  Q.  M. ;  O.  P.  Alexander,  adju- 
tant; W.  S.  Randall,  surgeon;  B.  F.  Eawalt,  O.  of 
D.,  and  Jeff.  Ogg,  O.  of  G.  The  society  met  in 
Conrad's  Hall  for  about  three  years,  when  they 
moved  into  qiiarters  in  Hopper's  Hall.  In  1883 
J.  AV.  Small  was  commander,  and  B.  F.  Rawalt, 
adjutant;  J.  C.  Hedge  presided  in  1884-85,  with 
J.  B.  Sanderson,  adjutant,  in  1884,  and  I.  D.  New- 
ell in  1885;  A.  P.  Randall,  commander,  in  1886, 
with  J.  C.  Hedge,  adjutant;  T.  J.  Loomis,  in  1887, 
with  H.  M.  Vanderbilt,  adjutant;  G.  W.  Flint,  in 
1888,  with  J.  B.  Sanderson,  adjirtant,  and  E.  P. 
Rider,  in  1889,  with  G.  W.  Flint,  adjutant. 

The  past-post  commanders  of  Fairfield  Post, 
who  attended  the  State  convention  in  February, 
1886,  were  J.  W.  Small,  J.  C.  Hedge,  George  W. 
Avery,  W.  S.  Randall  and  A.  P.  Randall. 

The  soldiers  buried  in  Fairfield  Cemetery  as 
reported  in  May,  1889,  are  named  as  follows:  G. 
W.  Morecroft,  Cyrus  Griffith,  J.  H.  Case,  I.  B. 
Reynolds,  J.  A.  Trobaugh,  Frank  Stephenson, 
Horace  Tibbits,  T.  W.  White,  Fred  Rouzo,  E.  H. 
Prentice,  W.  H.  Frey  (O.  P.  Alexander's  remains 
were  removed  to  Pennsylvania),  W.  E.  P.  Hunt, 
J.  W.  Snyder,  J.  A.  Webber,  G.  W.  White,  J.  O. 
Athey,  Robert  B.  Hale,  William  Smith,  Jacob  Til- 
bury and  one  unknown  soldier.  The  wives  of 
soldiers  buried  there  were  Madams  G.  W.  Avery, 
Charlotte  Hunt,  Myra  McDaniels,  J.  H.  Case,  A. 
Gray  and  W.  M.  Towers. 

Fairfield  Lodge  No.  86,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was  organ- 
ized August  27,  1886,  with  the  following  members: 
D.  Mordock,  M.  D.  Gates,  U.  S.  McReyuolds,  E. 
D.  Judd,W.  S.  Randall,  J.  M.  Farley,  J.  C.  Hedge, 
J.  E.  Higgins,  G.  W.  Avery,  F.  H.  Willis,  C.  E. 
Collins,  J.  Tweed,  S.  S.  Renie,  G.  M.  Prentice,  A. 
J.  Bacon,  D.  B.  Gillett,  C.W.  Potter,  A.  B.  Smith, 
G.  A.  Howe,  V.  W.  Millard,  S.  H.  Lewis,  W.  A. 
Pearman,  W.  J.  Lowry,  E.  E.  Gates,  Frank  Job- 
son,  E.  L.  Bartholomew,  John  Biddle  and  J.  M. 
Overhulse.  The  masters  of  this  lodge,  in  the  order 
of  service,  are  D.  Mordock,  C.  W.  Potter,  E.  D. 
Judd,  and  M.  D:  Gates,  present  incumbent.  The 
secretaries  have  been  E.  D.  Judd  and  S.  H.  Lewis, 
and  the  number  of  members  in  February,  1890, 
fifty-five. 


In  December,  1889,  the  Women's  Relief  Corps 
of  Fairfield  elected  Mrs.  C.  F.  Shedd,  President; 
Mrs.  J.  B.  Sanderson.  S.  V.  P. ;  Mrs.  T.  W.  Kirk- 
patrick,  J.  V.  P. ;  Miss  M.  L.  Randall,  Sec. ;  Mrs. 
T.  J.  Loomis,  Treas. ;  Mrs.  W.  S.  Randall,  Treas. ; 
Miss  Sanderson,  Conductor,  and  Mrs.  J.  B.  Massie, 
Guard. 

The  Chorus  Class  organized  in  November,  1884, 
comprised  J.  N.  Hursh,  C.  E.  Harwood,  Nellie  Mar- 
tin, Susie  McKee,  Anna  Case,  Ella  Kneeland,  Cora 
Hopper,  L.  M.  Howe,  A.  A.  Randall.  L.  C.  Morris, 
Fannie  Mason,  E.  D.  Judd,  W.  M.  Sheppard,  A.  B. 
Randall,  Mary  Gaylord,  C.  E.  Collins  and  G.  A. 
Houlgate. 

Fairfield  Council  No.  1,  R.  T.  of  T.,  was  in 
stituted  July  15,  1889,  with  A.  T.  Harrington,  S. 
C. ;  J.  E.  Hopper,  V.  C. ;  Mrs.  F.  A.  Harrington, 
chaplain;  Miss  M.  L.  Harrington,  recorder;  Z. 
Riggs,  financial  secretary;  Jacob  Shively,  treas- 
urer; G.  W.  Jenkins,  herald;  Levi  Beard,  D.  H. ; 
Mrs.  M.  Hakes,  guard;  A.  W.  Ginzey,  sentinel, 
and  Royal  Woods,  medical  examiner.  There 
were  seventeen  petitioners  for  charter  of  whom 
thirteen  were  initiated.  There  are  now  sixteen 
members. 

The  Y.  M.  C.  A.  was  organized  in  June,  1886) 
with  A.  B.  Palmer,  president;  A.  K.  Wright,  vice- 
2:)resident,  and  C.  A.  Morrill,  senior  vice-president. 
In  1887-88  E.  A.  Mitchell  presided,  with  A.  Rob- 
erts, secretary.  In  June,  1889,  C.  A.  Morrill  was 
elected  president;  F.  Anawalt  and  Ben  Pearsall, 
vice-presidents;  W.  E.  Mitchell,  secretary;  E.  A. 
Mitchell,  treasurer,    and  J.   H.   Byrket,   librarian. 

A  branch  of  the  Retail  Merchants'  Association 
of  Nebraska  was  organized  at  Fairfield,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1889,  with  William  S.  Randall,  president; 
A.  G.  Arnold,  vice-president;  A.  B.  Palmer,  secre- 
tary; B.  J.  Wright,  treasurer;  F.  Anawalt,  T.  J. 
Loomis  and  A.  G.  Arnold,    executive   committee. 

The  Modern  Woodmen  of  America,  organized 
in  1889,  with  C.  W.  Potter,  consul,  and  E.  A. 
Mitchell,  clerk. 

The  Fairfield  Temperance  Alliance  was  organ- 
ized in  November,  1881,  with  F.  H.  Willis,  presi- 
dent, and  B.  F.  Rawalt,  secretary.  In  December 
a  society  of  350  members  was  organized,  with  B. 
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F.  Rawalt,  president;  F.  Malone,  secretary,  and 
Mrs.  Clara  Broderick,  treasurer. 

The  I.  O.  G.  T.  is  one  of  the  oldest  organiza- 
tions of  Fairfield.  Its  work  has  been  continuous 
with  the  Red  Ribbon  and  alliance  work.  The 
presiding  officers  since  1883  are  named  as  follows: 
W.  F.  Kintner,  E.  W.  Lewis,  R.  Bayly,  C.  H.  Ep- 
person, W.  F.  Kintner,  J.  A.  Frame  and  Will  H. 
Earner,  in  1889.  The  secretaries  in  the  same 
order  were  S.  C.  Maine,  Lute  Howe,  Mrs.  Howe, 
Ida  Aitkens,  Fannie  Sanderson,  George  Biddell, 
L.  O.   Shirk. 

A  Union  Temperance  Society  was  organized  in 
September,  1885,  with  W.  S.  Randall,  president; 
I.  E.  Beery,  secretary;  Mrs.  Worsley,  treasurer! 
J.  E.  Hopper,  J.  L.  Epperson,  J.  P.  Nixon,  J.  J. 
Sperry  and  the  president,  executive  committee. 

Clay  County  Musical  Society  was  organized  in 
February,  1874,  with  S.  Backus,  president;  A. 
Poole,  vice-president;  T.  A.  Barbour,  secretary; 
Miss  Dewstoe,  corresponding  secretary,  and  E.  P. 
Burnett,  treasurer. 

The  Reading  Circle  of  Fairfield  in  1882  com- 
prised Richard  Bayly,  Leander  Brewer,  James  H. 
Conrad,  J.  H.  Epley,  J.  C.  Hedge,  Dennison 
Howe,  John  E.  Hopper,  William  L.  Howe,  C.  T. 
Mills,  Sr.,  W.  T.  Newcomb,  George  W.  Noble, 
William  S.  Randall,  Ben.  F.  Rawalt,  C.  F.  Shedd 
and  A.  S.  Willis. 

The  first  hotel  opened  at  Fairfield  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  travelers  was  the  Section  House, 
kept  by  John  Clancey,  which  was  continued  until 
the  winter  of  1876-77,  when  W.  W.  Wattles  erect- 
ed the  Exchange  Hotel,  which  in  1882  was  the 
only  public  house  in  operation  in  the  place.  In 
the  fall  of  1879  Mrs.  C.  J.  Yates  built  the  Met- 
ropolitan Hotel,  which  she  used  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  guests.  The  old  Exchange  Hotel  was 
destroyed  by  fire  in  1888,  while  conducted  by  Mrs. 
Townsend.  The  railroad  house  or  Union  Depot 
Hotel  is  now  the  leading  hotel  of  all  this  section. 
The  building  was  erected  by  the  citizens  and  rail- 
road company  jointly.  The  Fairfield  House  or 
City  Hotel  is  also  a  favorite  house. 

A.  B.  Smith's  sorghum  factory  produced  more 
syrup  in    1883  (15,000   gallons)  than   any   other 


factory  in  the  State.  Other  industries  also  exist 
here,  such  as  the  creamery,  iron-works,  etc.  A 
few  elegant  brick  business  blocks  point  out  the 
workings  of  modern  progress. 

The  Merchant's  Carnival*  of  February  6,  1890, 
was  carried  out  under  the  superintendence  of 
Marshal  Gordinier,  assisted  by  the  ladies  of  the 
churches.  The  First  National  Bank  was  repre- 
sented by  Fannie  Shively,  the  front  of  whose  black 
dress  was  trimmed  with  National  bank  notes  and 
$20  gold  pieces  and  silver  dollars.  A  head-dress 
was  also  made  of  bank  bills,  the  costume  aggregat- 
ing in  all  1800.  Palmer  Bros. '  dry-goods  house  was 
represented  by  Mamie  Clapp;  A.  B.  Smith's  agri- 
cultural implement  warehouse,  by  Minnie  Snethen; 
Biles'  photograjjh  gallery,  by  Ida  Smith;  Riggs  & 
Birch's  driig  store,  by  Sallie  Riggs;  the  Fire  Com- 
pany, by  Mary  Munson;  Broderick' s  blacksmith 
shop,  by  Mrs.  Fred  Evans;  Wright  Bros.'  hardware, 
by  Elva  Rulon;  Mrs.  Brooks'  millinery,  by  Amelia 
Furer;  Miss  Biddle's  dress-making  house,  by  Mary 
Atkins;  C.  H.  Epperson's  law  office,  by  Mrs.  Ep- 
person; Phillip's  jewelry  store,  by  Lena  Phillips; 
the  Fairfield  Iron  Works,  by  Libbie  Reel;  the  Her- 
ald office,  by  Cora  Rider;  Helton  &  Larimore's 
grocery,  by  Nellie  Mason;  Wyman  &  Lewis,  by 
Fannie  Mason;  Frees  &  Hedge,  by  Emma  McKee; 
the  Loomis  grocery  store,  by  Nettie  Loomis;  J.  H. 
Brooks'  real-estate  office,  by  Georgie  Prentice;  the 
Clay  County  Telephone  Company,  by  Laura  Bene- 
dict; the  Titus  insurance  office,  by  Emma  Wilkius; 
Howe's  post  office  store,  by  Emma  McPeak;  Den- 
tist Robert's  office,  by  Amy  Sheppard;  the  News 
office,  by  Eliza  Sheppard;  J.  P.  Nixon's  real-estate 
office,  by  Belle  Nixon;  Anawalt' s  grocery,  by  Louie 
McKee:  G.  W.  Howe's  grocery,  by  Frankie  Gil- 
lette; M.  L.  Byrket  &  Son's  blacksmith  and  marble 
shops,  by  Susie  Byrket;  Lewis  Bros,  drug  house, 
by  Ada  Hursh ;  the  St.  Joseph  &  Grand  Island  Rail- 
road, by  Fannie  Sanderson;  Minnick  &  Morrill's 
general  store,  by  Lulu  Downer;  John  Tweed's 
general  store,  by  Belle  White;  Arnold  &  Potter, 
the  clothiers,  by  Edith  Smith;  Fowler's  harness 
shop,  by  Minnie  McPeak;  Fiddler's  coal  oil  ware- 
house,  by  Flora  McFadden;  Gay's  meat-market, 

♦Summarized  from  News  report. 
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by  Connie  Brown;  Cook  &  Brehm's  meat  market, 
by  Mrs.  Brehm ;  Cash  Furniture  Company,  by 
Florence  Jackson;  the  furniture  bazaar,  by  Bertha 
Willis ;  Union  Depot  Hotel,  by  Amy  Wilson ;  Prick- 
ett's  real-estate  office,  by  Nina  Trobee;  the  Chi- 
cago store,  by  Cora  Hart;  the  Fairfield  House,  by 
Lillie  Dixon;  Gordiuier  &  Millard,  paper-hangers 
and  plasterers,  by  Fannie  Atkinson;  Sam  Lee's 
laundry,  by  Jennie  Elliott;  Emrich's  barber  shop, 
by  May  Humphreys;  Swanton's  paint  shop,  by  Min- 
nie Jones;  Cook  &  Brehm's  ice  house,  by  L.  Marie 
Hubbell;  Furer  &  Pearsall's  creamery,  by  Miss 
Markley;  Kossiter's  shoe  shop,  by  Wealthy  Downer; 
Phillips  &  Hay  den,  livery,  by  Minnie  Harris ;  J.  H. 
Conrad,  drugs,  by  his  daughter,  Miss  Winnie; 
Lenzen  &  Son,  grain  and  stock,  by  Ollie  Harris; 
C.  J.  Furer,  grain  and  stock,  by  Gertie  Smith; 
C.  K.  Knights,  harness-maker,  by  Minnie  Case. 

The  entertainment  was  not  only  well  attended, 
but  everyone  was  fully  and  perfectly  satisfied;  the 
marching  was  greatly  admired  and  the  costumes 
appropriate. 

Edgar  is  made  up  of  all  kinds  of  people  shaped 
to  an  enterprising  community  by  the  same  spirit 
of  progress  and  enterprise  which  first  suggested 
the  building  of  a  village  at  this  point.  There  are 
no  church  towers  here  with  bells  which  tolled  great- 
grandfathers to  their  graves;  no  long  lines  of  tombs 
in  which  lie  the  virtues  of  ancestors  known  only  by 
tradition;  no  gray-haired  friars  rising  up  like  stat- 
ues before  the  memory;  no  grim  sexton  looking 
into  some  new-made  grave  waiting  for  the  latest 
addition  to  his  inanimate  company — nothing  of  the 
dead  past.  Merchants  and  tradesmen  are  all  mod- 
ern, scarcely  taking  time  to  die,  pushing  ever 
onward  building  and  rebuilding,  always  active. 
Non-existent  in  1870,  it  has  nothing  of  age,  but 
claims  all  the  grit  and  reality  of  youth. 

The  town  site  was  pre-empted  by  Henry  Gipe 
for  the  Nebraska  Land  &  Town  Site  Company,  to 
whom  he  deeded  one-half  the  quarter-section  upon 
which  the  town  was  platted.  The  survey  was  made 
by  A.  K.  Butolph,  in  May,  1873,  the  railroad  be- 
ing completed  in  July,  1872.  The  post-office  was 
established  in  June,  1872,  with  A.  J.  Eitterbush, 
master,  who  kept  it  in  his  log  store  building  adjoin- 


ing the  limits  of  the  survey.  Gipe  erected  the  first 
house — a  sod  house — and  in  1872  the  depot  and 
section  house  were  erected  by  the  railroad  company. 
Charles  McGowan  kept  a  boarding  house;  S.  T. 
Caldwell  had  opened  a  store  here  before  Ritter- 
bush,  or  about  the  time  of  survey.  This  was  Mr. 
Rouzey's  dwelling  in  1885.  In  August  Rev.  F.  A. 
Penny  erected  a  dwelling,  and  C.  E.  Green  built  a 
store  room  and  placed  therein  a  general  stock.  In 
September  C.  F.  and  J.  G.  Glazier's  general  store 
was  opened,  and  T.  A.  Heudrick's  drug  store  es- 
tablished. The  following  winter,  1873-74,  W.  Rick- 
hart's  harness  shop  was  opened.  Early  in  1874  J. 
Carlin  and  W.  F.  Whitmore  erected  a  blacksmith 
shop  for  James  Cranz,  and  A.  Sherwood's  shop  was 
opened  shortly  after;  Cyrus  Stayner's  furniture 
store,  Whittemore's  livery  and  A.  B.  Canfield's 
general  store,  were  opened  before  the  close  of 
summer.  In  the  fall  of  1874  E.  E.  Howard  estab- 
lished his  hardware  store;  S.  J.  Whitten,  a  lumber 
yard;  J.  D.  Deck,  a  blacksmith  shop,  and  George 
Wilson,  a  flour  and  feed  store.  J.  H.  Brown  be- 
came a  partner  of  Caldwell  aborit  this  time,  and  in 
1880  assumed  control  of  the  business;  W.  R.  Ful- 
ler's book  and  jewelry  store  was  established  about 
this  time;  J.  W.  Carson's  repair  and  jewelry  shop 
was  opened  in  1877,  and  G.  W.  Tooker's  harness 
shop  was  established;  in  1879  the  Gardner  Bros. 
opened  a  grocery  store  here,  and  in  1884  J.  C. 
Gardner  started  a  like  establishment;  Mrs.  F.  F. 
Craiger  established  a  millinery  store  here  in  1880; 
William  Saxton's  clothing  store  was  opened  in  1880, 
and  Mordock  Bros,  grocery  in  the  fall  of  1881, 
they  having  purchased  J.  H.  Brown's  grocery  de- 
partment; in  1884  Gee  &  Pinckard  became  owners 
of  Howard's  pioneer  harness  shop;  C.  W.  Wiley 
of  J.  D.  Whitten's  furniture  store,  started  in  1874 
by  C.  Y.  Stayner. 

J.  T.  Donohue  sold  the  Edgar  Marble  Works  to 
Henry  Dare  in  January,  1885;  H.  F.  Grant  estab- 
lished his  insurance  office  in  1882  and  Chandler  & 
Dalton  their  real -estate  office  in  1884;  O.  A.  Avery 
began  business  in  1879;  D.  R.  Hughes  (Walley  & 
Hughes)  in  1884;  Thomas  Harvison  in  1881;  Duh- 
ling  &  Sons  in  1884;  John  Whitten  in  1880;  Whit- 
tlesey &  Wright  (successors  of  Casterline  &  Roberts) 
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in  1885;  Palmer's  barber  shop  in  1883;  J.  M.  Cobb 
in  1876;  Joseph  Henninger  in  1876;  N.  B.  Olesen 
in  1881;  John  Oshey  in  1883;  Dr.  Canfield  in 
1877;  Dr.  Anderson  in  1879;  Attorney  W.  B.  Good 
in  1884;  Attorney  S.  W.  Christy  in  1880;  S.  A. 
Searle  in  1880.  Mrs.  G.  A.  Hull  opened  the  green- 
hoiise  in  1883;  Thomas  Hazelbaker,  the  Commer- 
cial Hotel  at  the  same  time;  J.  P.  Nelson  his  in- 
surance office  in  1879;  J.  W.  Gunn  his  hotel  in 
July,  1884;  Frank  Negel  his  tailoring  house  in 
1884.  The  Miller  and  Jackman  brick  yards,  north 
of  Edgar,  commenced  operation  in  1886. 

Anderson  Filer's  sorghum  factory,  three  and  one- 
half  miles  south  of  Edgar,  was  producing  100  gal- 
lons of  syrup  per  day  in  the  fall  of  1885.  The 
Edgar  Brick  &  Tile  Company  was  organized  in 
1887.  They  erected  a  plant  with  a  capacity  of 
about  2,000,000  bricks  per  annum,  using  the  cele- 
brated Cotton  Down  Central  Draft  kilns.  The 
clay  at  this  point  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile,  and  is  of  unlimited 
supply.  Charles  Klingerman  was  president  and 
S.  J.  W  bitten  secretary.  The  Edgar  Creamery 
Company  was  organized  in  April,  1887,  with  H.  F. 
Grant,  M.  Hart,  George  H.  Van  Antwerp,  O.  A. 
Avery  and  G.  M.  Mordock,  members.  Commo- 
dious and  substantial  buildings  were  erected  and 
furnished  with  all  the  modern  appliances  for  but- 
ter-making at  a  total  cost  of  over  $5,000.  The 
building  is  heated  by  steam,  and  all  the  machinery 
connected  therewith  is  run  by  steam.  The  Edgar 
Kraut  and  Pickle  Manufacturing  Company  was  or- 
ganized in  1888  and  buildings  completed  in  1889. 
The  Edgar  Canning  Company  was  organized  in 
1888  and  the  work  of  erecting  their  large  buildings 
entered  upon.  The  Edgar  skating  rink  was  erected 
by  Charles  Hansen  in  the  fall  of  1884.  During 
the  roller  skate  craze  the  institution  flourished. 

The  St.  Joseph  &  Grand  Island  Railroad  was  built 
from  St.  Joseph  to  Hastings  in  1872,  and  thence  to 
Grand  Island  in  1876.  On  October  1 5,  1 873,  J.  G. 
Prosser  took  charge  of  the  depot  at  Edgar  as  agent 
of  the  St.  Joseph  &  Grand  Island  Railroad,  relieving 
Agent  Anderson.  Andrew  Ritterbush  was  the  first 
agent  in  1872 .  Mr.  Prosser  held  the  position  un- 
til August  15, 1889,  when  A.  B.  Ford  was  appointed, 


Mr.  Prosser  holding  the  office  of  assistant.  The 
change  was  made  under  the  company's  new  rules, 
requiring  the  agent  to  be  an  actual  operator.  The 
depot  building  was  completed  in  November,  1888. 
Interiorly  its  finish,  in  hard  pine,  is  perfect. 

The  Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroad  was  built  in 
1886.  A  branch  runs  south  from  Edgar  to  Superior, 
where  it  connects  with  the  Republican  Valley  road. 
In  the  fall  of  1886  W.  H.  Gates  was  appointed  first 
agent  at  Edgar.  D.  W.  Van  Horn  succeeded  him 
in  March,  1888. 

In  the  summer  of  1875  J.  W.  Gunn  erected  a 
small  frame  house,  which  he  used  as  a  hotel  until 
the  spring  of  1878,  at  which  time  it  came  into  the 
possession  of  F.  Weidman,  who  was  soon  after  suc- 
ceeded by  J,  W.  Wilker.son.  During  Wilkerson's 
ownership  of  this  house  he  erected  a  large  two-story 
hotel  adjoining  it,  and  in  the  fall  of  1880  disposed 
of  both  houses  to  James  Cutler,  in  whose  posses- 
sion they  remained  one  year,  when  he,  in  turn,  sold 
out  to  C.  G.  Hayes.  During  the  spring  of  1882  the 
old  hotel  was  moved  back  and  on  its  former  location 
a  large  addition  was  built  to  the  main  house.  The 
Edgar  House  was  built  in  August,  1877,  by  C.  F. 
Barrington  and  W.  C.  Ovleman.  Several  additions 
were  afterward  made  to  it,  and  in  1881  the  name 
was  changed  and  called  the  Sherman  House.  Dur- 
ing September  of  1877  another  hotel  was  built  by 
C.  Sirini  and  given  the  singular  name  "  Try  Our 
House."  The  Commercial  Hotel  was  carried  on 
by  Hazelbaker  until  March,  1889,  when  R.  Stover 
took  charge.  The  Central  Hotel  was  refitted  in 
the  fall  of  1888  and  opened  by  W.  M.  Parish. 

Edgar  post-office  was  established  in  June,  1872, 
before  even  an  attempt  was  made  to  start  a  town. 
It  was  kept  by  Andrew  J.  Ritterbush  in  a  log 
cabin,  which  he  had  built  on  his  claim,  and  which 
stood  just  outside  of  where  the  line  of  the  town 
site  afterward  was  surveyed.  Soon  after  the  town 
site  was  located,  W.  A.  Gunn  received  the  appoint- 
ment of  post-master,  and  the  office  was  brought  in- 
to the  town,  and  was  kept  in  Caldwell's  store-room 
about  three  years,  when  it  was  removed  to  a  small 
building  which- Gunn  erected  especially  for  a  post- 
office,  across  the  street  from  Caldwell's  store. 
After  holding  the  position  of  post-master  for  about 
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three  years,  Mr.  Gunn  retired,  and  was  succeeded, 
in  February,  1876,  by  W.  J.  Waite,  whose  term  of 
office  was  somewhat  brief.  In  about  nine  months, 
owing  to  some  discrepancies  in  his  financial  ac- 
counts, in  which  his  bondsman  was  called  upon  to 
make  up  the  deficit,  amounting  to  a  large  sum,  he  was 
expelled  from  the  office  and  the  appointment  given 
to  M.  J.  Hull,  in  September,  1876.  who  took  charge 
of  the  office  on  the  12th  day  of  October  of  that  year. 
With  Mr.  Hull's  incumbency,  a  change  was  made 
in  the  location  of  the  office  to  a  small  frame  build- 
ing belonging  to  Cyrus  Stayner,  which,  in  1882, 
was  used  as  a  barber  shop.  Shortly  following, 
Hull  purchased  Caldwell's  old  store-room,  in  which 
he  kept  the  office,  but  which  he  subsequently 
moved  back,  and  was  xised  as  the  Edgar  Review 
printing-office  in  1882.  About  two  years  since, 
Mr.  Hull  purchased  the  old  school- hoiise,  which  he 
moved  to  the  site  on  which  the  printing-office  had 
formerly  stood,  and  the  office  was  brought  into 
that  building;  in  this  was  also  kept  a  jewelry  and 
stationery  and  notion  store.  In  July,  1884,  the 
office  was  raised  to  the  rank  of  third  class.  In 
February,  1887,  J.  W.  Carson,  the  present  incum- 
bent, was  appointed  by  the  last  Democratic  admin- 
istration. 

The  petition  asking  the  incorporation  of  Edgar 
was  presented  March  15,  1875,  and  granted.  John 
Glazier,  A.  Sherwood,  S.  J.  Whitten,  Henry  Gipe 
and  E.  E.  Howard  were  appointed  trustees. 

Since  then  the  following  persons  have  been 
elected  to  office  under  the  village  government  for 
the  various  years  up  to  the  present: 

1876 — Trustees,  S.  J.  Whitten  (chairman),  J. 
H.  Brown,  J.  G.  Prosser,  E.  E.  Howard  and  J.  P. 
Hawkins;  clerk,  A.  B.  Cantield;  treasurer,  G.  M. 
Mordock;  marshal,  J.  P.  Hawkins. 

1877— Trustees,  E.  E.  Howard,  J.  H.  Brown, 
J.  G.  Glazier  (chairman),  W.  Ovleman,  O.  Cross- 
man;  clerk,  A.  B.  Canfield;  treasurer,  G.  M.  Mor- 
dock; marshal,  Henry  Gipe. 

1878— Ti-ustees,  A.  B.  Canfield  (chairman),  A. 
Curtis,  J.  G.  Glazier,  J.  F.  Evans,  S.  J.  Whitten; 
clerk,  J.  Converse;  treasurer,  I.  V.  Howard. 

1879— Trustees,  A.  B.  Cantield,  L.  Porter 
(chairman).  S.  J.  Whitten,  M.  S.  Edgington  (attor- 


ney), J.  H.  Brown;  clerk,  C.  H.  Treat;  treasurer, 
M.  S.  Edgington;  marshal,  W.  Shelton.  At  the 
next  meeting  of  the  board  of  trustees  the  appoint- 
ment of  clerk  was  reconsidered,  and  A.  H.  Jones 
was  appointed  clerk  and  marshal.  In  July,  1879, 
Edgar  Precinct  asked  permission  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  granting  $62,000  aid  to  the  Nebraska 
&  Kansas  Railroad  branch  from  the  town  of  Edgar 
to  the  town  of  Superior. 

1880— Trustees,  J.  G.  Prosser  (chairman),  J. 
H.  Brown,  J.  G.  Glazier,  S.  J.  Whitten  (treasurer), 
E.  E.  Howard;  clerk,  A.  B.  Canfield;  marshal,  J. 
R.  Pond. 

1881— Trustees,  E.  E.  Howard,  O.  A.  Avery, 
J.  G.  Glazier,  S.  J.  Whitten  (treasurer),  J.  G. 
Prosser  (chairman);  clerk,  C.  H.  Treat;  attorney, 
S.  A.  Searle;  marshal,  J.  Downer. 

1882— Trustees,  H.  F.  Grant  (chairman),  J. 
G.  Glazier,  C.  F.  Barrington,  J.  H.  Brown  (treas- 
urer), J.  D.  Whitten;  clerk,  C.  H.  Treat;  attor- 
ney, M.  S.  Edgington;  marshal,   H.  E.  Wells. 

There  was  only  a  nominal  change  in  the  board 
in  1883. 

The  board  of  1884  was  re-elected  in  April, 
1885— J.  .G.  Prosser.  H.  F.  Grant,  M.  Hart,  W. 
H.  Graham  and  O.  E.  Reynolds.  W.  B.  Good  was 
chosen  clerk;  S.  W.  Christy,  attorney,  and  T.  B. 
McClellan,  marshal.  The  anti-license  ticket  nom- 
inated in  March,  1886,  comprised  J.  F.  Johnson, 
S.  J.  Whitten,  J.  W.  Carson,  G.  M.  Mordock  and 
C.  Klingerman.      The  Edgar  ticket  comprised  J. 

A.  Roberts,  J.  L.  Ward,  O.  J.  Merrill,  D.  R. 
Hughes  and  C.  G.  Hayes.  On  April  6  the  former 
ticket  was  elected.  J.  G.  Glazier,  Mrs.  P.  Gill, 
T.   E.  Casterline,  E.   E.   Howard,  M.  J.  Hull  and 

B.  L.  Olds,  vice  O.  E.  Reynolds,  were  elected 
members  of  the  school  board.  George  Dtz  was 
superseded  as  marshal  by  J.  W.  Gunn;  E.  E.  How- 
ard, treasurer.  Marshal  Gunn  made  a  capture  of 
two  Swedes  and  presented  them  to  Jiidge  Fuller, 
but  a  jury  acquitted  the  accused. 

In  1887  J.  G.  Prosser  was  mayor;  T.  Harvison, 
J.  C.  Gardner,  C.  M.  Keand,  t!  Whitten,  M.  J. 
Hull  andC.  Klingerman,  councilmen;  J.  P.  Nelson, 
clerk;  J.  G.  Glazier,  treasurer;  M.  S.  Edgington, 
engineer;    Frank  Post,   marshal,   and  W.  R.  Ful- 
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ler,  police  judge.  The  "People's"  and  the  anti- 
license  candidates  were  almost  equally  matched 
in  this  contest.  J.  G.  Prosser  was  chosen  school 
trustee  for  two  years;  J.  G.  Glazier  for  three  years, 
and  C.  A.  Voorhees  for  three  years. 

In  April,  1888,  Mayor  Grant  received  129  votes 
and  Prosser  ninety-eight  for  the  office  of  mayor. 
D.  R.  Hughes,  C.  F.  Glazier  and  J.  W.  Hart  were 
elected  councilmen;  M.  S.  Edgington,  engineer, 
and  J.  G.  Glazier,  treasurer.  On  March  30  the 
vote  on  the  question  of  issuing  water  bonds  showed 
only  seven  votes  against  the  proj^osition.  The 
old  school  board  was  re-elected. 

In  April,  1889,  T.  B.  McClellan  was  elected 
mayor  over  George  H.  Van  Antwerp,  the  anti- 
license  candidate;  C.  H.  Treat,  police  judge;  J. 
W.  Boden,  clerk;  M.  S.  Edgington,  engineer; 
Frank  Young,  G.  G.  Hays.  Joseph  Henninger  and 
J.  B.  Seamans,  councilmen. 

The  ordinance  approved  February  25,  1888, 
fixed  the  boundaries  of  Edgar  within  the  following 
lines:  The  whole  west  half  of  Section  26,  Town- 
ship 5,  Range  6,  west  of  sixth  principal  meridian. 
The  Edgar  cemetery,  the  railroad  addition  to  said 
city,  running  west  to  the  west  line  of  the  right  of 
way  of  the  Superior  line  of  the  Nebraska  &  Colo- 
rado Railway,  running  north  along  the  line  of  the 
right  of  way  seventy-five  feet  distant  from  the 
track,  following  around  the  curve  of  east  arm  of 
the  Y,  where  it  intersects  the  west  line  of  Section 
26.  Mrs.  Lecta  R.  Hodges'  addition  was  included 
in  the  old  corporate  limits  under  the  ordinance  of 
January  12,  1882;  Grant's  addition  under  that  of 
July  6,  1883-;  the  Land  and  Building  Association's 
railroad  addition,  June  19,  1S84,  and  on  February 
14,  1S87,  their  second  railroad  addition,  Ira  C. 
Hodges'  addition  and  Hart's  addition  were  an- 
nexed. The  ordinance  of  March  5,  1888,  provided 
for  submitting  to  the  citizens  the  proposition  to 
issue  113,000  water- works  bonds. 

The  Edgar  Water-works  were  begun  in  1888, 
and  by  January,  1889,  the  stand  pipe,  122  feet  in 
height,  was  completed,  and  the  whole  works  com- 
pleted shortly  after.  The  bonds  voted  amounted 
to  $13,500,  but  the  total  cost  exceeded  this  sum 
by  $1,500.      Joseph  Rogers  has  been  engineer  in 


charge  since  the  water  system  was  completed. 
Water  mains  are  laid  for  one  mile  on  Main  street 
and  around  six  blocks,  east  of  Main  street. 

Edgar  Hose  Company  No.  1  was  organized  in 
December,  1888,  with  twenty-six  members. 

The  first  school  building*  of  Edgar  was  built 
on  the  site  of  the  present  new  school  building.  It 
was  a  one- room  frame,  and  is  now  standing  just 
east  of  the  Times  printing-office.  School  was 
opened  in  this  building  in  the  fall  of  1873.  The 
first  teacher  was  Ira  Hodges.f  who  received  the 
munificent  salary  of  $25  a  month.  He  is  now 
in  the  hardware  business  at  Adams,  Ore.  Fol- 
lowing him  in  1874  was  W.  R.  Fuller,  who 
taught  six  months  for  $200.  He  is  at  present  the 
well  known  book- seller  of  Edgar.  Then  came 
George  Mordock  in  1875.  He  is  now  one  of 
Edgar's  popular  grocery  men.  In  1876  Al.  Jones 
wielded  the  birch,  and  from  all  accounts  he  did  it 
right  well.  One  boy  says  that  that  was  about  all 
he  did.  Mr.  Jones  is  now  a  carpenter  in  Roches- 
ter, N.  Y.  In  the  spring  of  1877-78  Aletta  Dixon, 
now  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  was  teacher.  In  1877-78 
Mrs.  Miner,  now  deceased,  was  teacher,  and,  it  is 
said,  a  most  excellent  one.  Then  came,  in  1879, 
Prof.  G.  W.  Ferree,  one  of  the  oldest  and  best 
known  teachers.  In  1879  the  present  high  school 
building  was  erected,  and  J.  D.  Gerdts  was 
installed  as  the  first  principal.  The  old  building 
was  sold  to  M.  J.  Hull  for  $150.  It  became  a 
graded  school  with  two  assistant  teachers.  Mr. 
Gerdts  is  now  a  merchant  at  Bertrand.  Mr. 
Gerdts  resigned  in  the  spring,  and  Prof.  Ferree 
finished  that  year.  In  1880  Prof.  Wolf  was 
chosen  principal,  with  a  salary  of  $60  a  month. 
Mary  Warren  and  Mary  Gray  were  assistant 
teachers.  He  it  was  who  inaugurated  the  school 
library  that  has  since  become  such  an  important 
co-educator  in  the  school.  He  is  now  in  Germany 
fitting  himself  for  a  university  professorship.  In 
1881  came  Prof.  Spencer,  who  resigned  in  the 
middle  of  the  year  and  lieturned  to  Ohio,  and  his 
place  was  filled  by  Prof.  Marsh,  now  a  Methodist 
Episcopal    minister.       In    1882-83   Prof.    T.     C. 

•From  Times  of  1888. 

tMrs.  Julia  Pond  is  credited  with  beiDg  the  first  teacher. 
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Canine,  now  a  physician  at  Sliickley,  was  principal. 
The  schools  of  Edgar  were  presided  over  in  1884 
by  Alfred  Bates,  with  Louie  McKee,  Francis  Hart, 
Carrie  E.  Kirk,  assistants,  and  Allie  Carr.  Up  to 
this  date  the  pupils  had  increased  from  12  to  180, 
and  the  teachers  from  one  to  five.  In  August, 
1885,  Prof.  M.  Thrasher  was  elected  principal. 
He  at  once  introduced  the  high  school  course, 
which  has  since  been  scruptilously  followed.  He 
is  a  university  graduate,  of  twenty  years'  experi- 
ence in  high  schools,  seminary  and  college. 

The  first  financial  institution  established  at 
Edgar  was  a  bank  started  by  C.  P.  Packer  and  J. 
W.  Kernoheu.  After  running  the  institution  about 
two  years,  it  was  sold  out  and  removed  to  Fair- 
field, the  original  owners  becoming  interested  in 
the  Grand  Island  Banking  Company,  located  in 
the  city  of  Grand  Island. 

The  Edgar  Bank  was  established  by  J.  B. 
Dinsmore,  E.  E.  Howard,  I.  V.  Howard  andL.  R. 
Grimes,  as  the  firm  of  Dinsmore,  Howard  &  Co., 
in  September,  1879.  In  1880  Grimes  retired  from 
the  institution,  and  in  1884  the  Howard  Bros,  were 
sole  proprietors  and  the  capital  was  $40,000. 

'  Clay  County  Bank  was  established  in  January, 
1883,  with  H.  W.  Stout,  C.  A.  Voorhees  and  G. 
W.  Updike.  Since  January,  1886,  Messrs.  Stout 
and  Voorhees  have  been  proprietors.  The  brick 
building  in  which  the  business  of  the  bank  is  car- 
ried on,  was  built  in  December,  1882. 

The  State  Bank  of  Edgar  was  organized  Sep- 
tember 23,  1889,  with  a  capital  of  $25,000.  The 
notice  of  incorporation  was  signed  by  Ezra  E. 
Howard,  G.  W.  Clawson,  I.  V.  Howard  and  S.  A. 
Walker. 

Edgar  Loan  &  Building  Association,  organized 
in  1884,  was  reorganized  February  15,  1889,  with 
H.  F.  Grant,  president;  E.  E.  Howard,  vice-pres- 
ident; J.  P.  Nelson,  secretary;  O.  A.  Avery, 
treasurer. 

The  Nebraska  Land  &  Town  Company  was  in- 
corporated March  12,  1874,  with  J.  W.  Small, 
Leroy  S.  Winters,  Dudley  M.  Steele,  Thomas 
Harbine,  L.  D.  Tuttell,  Edwin  H.  Saville  and  A. 
W^.  McNeal,  stockholders. 

The  Methodist  class  of  Edgar  was  organized 


with  nine  members  by  Rev.  F.  E.  Penny  in  Sep- 
tember, 1873,  within  the  section  house  or  the  farm 
house  of  J.  G.  Graham.  Early  in  1874  the  de- 
pot was  used  for  worship;  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
services  were  held  in  the  school-house,  and  later 
in  the  Union  church-house,  which  they  helped  the 
Presbyterians  to  build  and  later  still  erected  their 
own  hall  for  worship.  Rev.  C.  A.  Lewis  was  pastor  in 
1884.  J.  R.  Woodcock  came  in  the  fall  of  1885. 
In  January,  1886,  a  debt  of  $750  was  paid  off.  The 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Edgar  was  dedi- 
cated in  March,  1880,  by  C.  B.  Lenfest. 

The  Methodists  of  Davenport  completed  a  house 
of  worship  in  November,  1884. 

The  Catholic  Congregation  assembled  here  first 
in  1872,  and  has  been  since  in  active  existence. 
The  membership,  however,  is  small. 

The  English  Protestant  Episcopal  Church  dates 
back  to  December,  1886,  when  a  few  ladies  organ- 
ized St.  Mary's  Guild.  In  June,  1887,  a  society  of 
twelve  members  was  formed  by  Bishop  Worthington, 
and  soon  steps  were  taken  to  erect  a  house  of  wor- 
ship. On  April  1,  1888,  services  were  held  in  the 
new  building  by  Rev.  A.  F.  Whitten,  and  on 
April  22  the  Bishop  jjresided  at  the  dedication 
services. 

The  Baptist  Church  was  originally  organized 
by  Rev.  J.  W.  Eller  June  27, 1874,  within  a  school- 
house.  After  a  term  of  three  months  the  organ- 
ization ceased  to  be  effective  and  it  was  not  revived 
until  January  28,  1877,  when  Rev.  J.  N.  Webb 
organized  a  society  of  thirteen  charter  members: 
M.  J.  Hull  and  wife,  Jesse  Dalton  and  wife,  G. 
A.  Hull  and  wife,  Marion  Hart  and  wife.  Rev.  W. 
S.  Higgins  and  wife,  Cyrus  Stayner,  his  mother 
Jane  Stayner  and  sister  Sarah  Jane  Stayner.  Rev. 
W.  S.  Higgins  was  chosen  first  pastor,  who  con- 
tinued to  preach  here  until  the  beginning  of  1878, 
when  Rev.  J.  W.  Carson  succeeded  him.  In  1881 
Rev.  W.  H.  Wilson  succeeded  him,  and  in  October 
of  that  year  the  work  of  church  building  was  en- 
tered upon,  the  building  commissioners  being 
William  Saxton,  M.  J.  Hull,  C.  H.  Warren,  Marion 
Hart  and  W.  P.  Fulton.  The  house  was  dedi- 
cated December  15,  1881.  After  Mr.  Wilson  Rev. 
W.  D.  Hall  was  pastor,  followed  by  Rev.  L.  W. 
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Terry.  W.  E.  Pribard  was  the  latter' s  successor. 
He  became  pastor  of  a  charge  at  Dillon,  Mont.,  in 
January,  1890.  The  present  church  membership 
is  placed  at  124. 

The  church  clerks  have  been  M.  J.  Hull,  C.  H. 
Treat,  J.  J.  Walley.  Mary  E.  Warren,  May  War- 
ren and  Dr.  F.  D.  Sherrom. 

The  Baptist  school  was  established  December 
22,  1881,  with  114  members;  Dr.  E.  T.  Cassell 
was  chosen  superintendent. 

The  Presbyterian  society  was  organized  July  18, 
1875,  by  Messrs.  Nelson  Robinson,  J.  H.  Reynard 
and  A.  M.  Dixon  within  the  old  school  building. 
In  February  of  that  year,  however,  Mr.  Robinson 
preached  here.  Mr.  Dixon,  the  first  preacher,  was 
succeeded  the  same  year  by  Rev.  Ed  Middleton. 
Early  in  1877  the  church-house  was  completed  at 
a  cost  of  $2,600  by  Contractor  Kidd.  In  July, 
1881,  Mr.  A.  B.  Byram  was  called  as  pastor,  and 
entered  on  his  duties.  The  original  members  were 
James  H.  Hazlett,  Mary  Hazlett,  Andrew  J.  Long, 
Elizabeth  Long,  Samuel  F.  Pomeroy,  Mary  E. 
Prosser,  Rebecca  Howard  and  Mrs.  Grossman.  S. 
F.  Pomeroy  and  J.  H.  Hazlett  were  chosen  ruling 
elders.  The  house  which  they  completed  in  Jan- 
uary, 1877,  was  the  first  Presbyterian  building  in 
Nebraska  west  of  the  east  line  of  the  county.  The 
house  was  remodeled  in  the  fall  of  1882  at  an  ex- 
pense of  $500,  and  an  organ  introduced. 

The  Presbyterian  Sunday-school  was  organized 
in  May,  1877,  with  twenty-five  members.  Samuel 
Pomeroy,  the  first  superintendent,  was  succeeded 
by  Mr.  Byram. 

The  Christian  Church  of  Edgar  was  formally 
commenced  April  12.  and  organized  May  10,  1885, 
by  Prof.  Hemry  with  twenty-four  members,  and 
the  church  building  was  dedicated  September  19 
the  next  year.  Mr.  W.  R.  Fuller  states  that  the 
original  members  were  S.  B.  Montgomery,  Mrs.  S. 
B.  Montgomery,  W.  R.  Fuller,  Mrs.  W.  R.  Fuller, 
Charles  Wales,  Mrs.  Charles  Wales,  Luther  Wales, 
Mrs.  Luther  Wales,  Anderson  Eller,  Mrs.  Anderson 
Eller,  John  Dobson,  Mrs.  John  Dobson,  J.  D.  Har- 
ris, Mrs.  J.  D.  Harris,  Mrs.  Mary  Bishop.  Frank  A. 
Cook,  Cliff  Cook,  Joseph  Sigman  and  Jasper  Taylor. 
The  pastors,  in  order  of  service,  are  named  as  fol- 


lows: C.  W.  Hemry,  A.  M.  Chamberlain,  O.  C.  Hub- 
bell  and  H.  I.  Bryant.  The  office  of  clerk  has  been 
filled  by  Jasper  Taylor,  Charles  Cook  and  the  pres- 
ent incumbent,  W.  R.  Fuller.  There  are  fifty- 
seven  members.  The  house  of  worship  was  erected 
in  1886  at  a  cost  of  $1,500. 

Edgar  Lodge  No.  67,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  was  created 
February  27,  1877,  and  chartered  June  20.  The 
first  meetings  were  held  in  Harvison's  Hall,  and 
the  officers  elected  were:  M.  J.  Hull,  worshipful 
master;  E.  E.  Howard,  senior  warden;  C.  H.  Kit- 
ridge,  junior  warden;  J.  G.  Glazier,  treasurer;  S. 
J.  Whitten,  secretary.  The  organization  under  a 
charter  was  effected  Aiigust  4,  1877,  by  George 
Lininger,  grand  master,  the  order  numbering 
twenty-seven  charter  members.  By  1882  the  lodge 
increased  to  forty-seven  members.  Meetings  were 
held  in  Whitten" s  Hall  under  the  following  officers 
that  year:  S.  J.  Whitten,  worshipful  master;  G. 
M.  Mordock,  senior  warden;  S.  A.  Searle,  junior 
warden;  C.  H.  Treat,  secretary;  J.  G.  Glazier, 
treasurer;  O.  B.  Canfield,  senior  deacon;  Henry 
Dalton,  junior  deacon ;  P.  G.  Hayes,  tyler.  G.  M. 
Mordock  was  master  in  1884-85;  J.  G.  Prosser, 
1885.  with  S.  J.  Whitten,  secretary;  S.  J.  Whitten 
in  1887,  with  J.  J.  Walley;  W.  R.  Fuller  in  1888- 
89,  with  C.  H.  Treat,  secretary. 

Edgar  Chapter  No.  22,  of  Royal  Arch  Masons, 
was  established  June  30,  1881,  in  the  Masonic 
Hall.  The  organization  was  perfected  by  electing 
M.  J.  Hull,  high  priest;  S.  T.  Caldwell,  king;  S. 
Johnston,  scribe;  E.  E.  Howard,  captain  of  the  host; 
J.  P.  Nelson,  principal  sojourner;  S.  J.  Whitten, 
royal  arch  captain;  W.  Ong,  grand  master  of  the 
first  veil ;  J.  Van  Valin,  grand  master  of  the  second 
veil,  and  R.  Hollingsworth,  grand  master  of  the  third 
veil.  The  society  operated  under  a  dispensation  for 
about  seven  months,  and  on  February  7,  1882,  was 
chartered  by  the  Grand  Chapter,  having  fourteen 
members.  The  institution  of  the  Chapter  was  con- 
ducted by  Grand  High  Priest  E.  P.  Davidson,  of 
Tecumseh,  Neb.,  and  the  following  officers  were 
duly  elected  and  installed:  M.  J.  Hull,  high  priest; 
G.  M.  Mordock,  king;  J.  R.  Kidd,  scribe;  E.  E. 
Howard,  captain  of  the  host;  S.  J.  Whitten,  royal 
arch  captain;  S.  A.  Searle,  grand  master  of  the  third 
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veil;  J.  G.  Glazier,  grand  master  of  the  second  veil; 
J.  G.  Prosser,  grand  master  of  the  first  veil;  G.  W. 
Barnes,  sentinel.  E.  E.  Howard  was  high  priest 
in  1884;  O.  B.  Canfield  high  priest,  and  I.  V.  How- 
ard secretary,  in  1885.  M.  J.  Hull  was  high  priest 
in  1886-89,  with  I.  V.  Howard  in  1887-88,  and  H. 
Dalton  in  1888-89,  secretary,  and  J.  G.  Glazier, 
treasurer,  in  1889. 

Edgar  Lodge  No.  80,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti- 
tuted in  March,  1880.  The  meeting  preliminary 
to  its  establishment  was  held  in  S.  B.  Montgomery's 
lumber  office,  with  eight  persons  present,  and 
from  this  meeting  application  was  made  to  the 
Grand  Lodge  for  a  charter,  which  was  granted 
March  2,  1880,  and  the  organization  was  effected 
on  March  9,  1880,  in  the  Masonic  Hall,  by  A.  A. 
McCoy,  who  was  appointed  special  district  dep- 
uty to  institute  this  lodge,  numbering  at  that  time 
fourteen  charter  members.  D.  M.  Hamilton  was 
chosen  noble  grand;  James  Hazlett,  vice-grand; 
S.  B.  Montgomery,  secretary,  and  J.  L.  Bradley, 
treasurer.  The  lodge  grew  steadily  after  its  in- 
ception and  in  1882  had  a  membership  of  thirty- 
two,  having  lost  only  two  members  by  withdrawals. 
Meetings  were  held  in  Howard's  Hall,  and  the 
society  was  su^jplied  with  all  the  necessary  para- 
jjliernalia  for  the  performance  of  its  ceremonies, 
and  was  financially  in  good  condition,  having  on 
hand  a  surplus  of  180  of  a  relief  fund.  The  offi- 
cers in  1882  were:  A.  Knacker,  noble  grand;  J. 
N.  Johnson,  vice-grand;  D.  M.  Hamilton,  secre- 
tary; W.  Deffibaugh,  permanent  secretary;  S. 
B.  Montgomery,  treasurer. 

W.  Deffibaugh  was  noble  grand  and  O.  A. 
Avery,  secretary,  in  1884;  J.  G.  Graham,  noble 
grand,  with  W.  H.  Graham  and  S.  W.  Christy, 
noble  grands,  in  1885;  L.  E.  Dewey,  in  1886, 
with  D.  F.  Anderson,  secretary;  J.  D.  Parrish 
and  C.  L.  Adams  were  noble  grands,  and  J.  C. 
Story  and  T.  E.  Casterline,  secretaries,  in  1888. 
Emerald  R.  D.  Lodge  No.  24,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
organized  in  1884. 

I.  O.  G.  T.  is  one  of  the  old  temperance  socie- 
ties of  the  town.  With  the  Red  Ribbon  Society, 
Sons  of  Temperance  and  other  organizations  of 
the  same  character  much  good  was  effected.      J. 


G.  Paschall  was  chief  templar  in  1884,  and  Mat- 
tie  Thrush,  secretary. 

Edgar  Lodge  No.  51,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was  organ- 
ized July  13,  1885,  two  days  after  the  first  meet- 
ing to  consider  the  subject.  The  members  who 
joined  at  that  time  were  J.  W.  Carson,  George 
M.  Mordock,  S.  W.  Christy,  George  H.  Barber, 
J.  B.  Pinckard,  Cyrus  Stayner,  E.  T.  Beltz,  Jas- 
per Taylor,  J.  W.  Van  Brunt,  J.  F.  Edgar,  F.  C. 
Whittlesey,  Thomas  S.  Whitten,  George  W.  Up- 
dike, Joseph  C.  Gardner,  Charles  W.  Wiley, 
Charles  G.  Hayes,  John  B.  Johnston,  William  H. 
Vasser,  John  G.  Prosser,  S.  T.  Caldwell,  A.  B. 
Byram,  Thomas  A.  Hazelbaker,  Reuben  D.  Frye, 
Will  R.  Prosser,  F.  P.  Kreglow  and  Louis  H. 
Sehaaf. 

The  past  master  workmen  from  the  organiza- 
tion up  to  the  present  time  are  Cyrus  Stayner, 
George  M.  Mordock,  A.  B.  Byram,  William  M. 
Clark,  George  W.  Ferree  and  Owen  Edgar;  George 
H.  Van  Antwerp  and  George  H.  Barber  were  made 
past  workmen  by  their  having  served  three  years 
respectively  as  receiver  and  as  recorder  of  the 
lodge.  Present  master  workman  for  1890,  S.  W. 
Christy.  The  last  named  was  recorder  from  July 
13  to  December  31,  1885,  when  George  H.  Barber, 
the  present  recorder,  was  elected.  The  lodge 
claims  100  members,  and  the  proposition  to  build 
a  hall  has  been  favorably  received.  There  were 
only  eight  assessments  in  1889  of  $1  each  on  a 
$2, 000  beneficiary  policy,  which  is  cheap  insurance. 

Edgar  Legion  No.  20,  S.  K.  of  A. ,  assembled 
pursuant  to  call,  and  on  petition  from  Edgar  Lodge 
No.  51,  A.  O.  U.W.,  March  C,,  1888,  in  A.  O.  U.W. 
Hall,  presided  over  by  Deputy  Commander  Arthur 
P.  Johnson,  the  lodge  was  duly  organized,  with 
twenty-one  charter  members:  Rev.  A.  B.  Byram,* 
Owen  Edgar,  J.  A.  Wright,*  G.W.  Ferree*,  H.  G. 
Lyon,T.  S.  Whitten,*  J.  C.  Gardner,  S.T.Caldwell,* 
George  M.  Mordock,*  H.  C.  Hart,*  A.  C.  Scott,* 
George  Barber,*  George  H.  VanAutwerp,  Dr.  J.  F. 
Edgar,*  Rev.  J.  R.  Wadcock,  Frank  Kreglo*,  S. 
F.  Pomeroy,  G.  E.  Walrath,  F.  C.  Whittlesy,  F. 
M.  Tompson.  The  first  commander  was  Owen 
Edgar,  while  the  charter  members,  marked  *  above, 
held  the  offices  in  order  of  legion  rank.     There  are 


ll^ 


408 


HISTOEY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


twenty-nine  members.       H.  C.   Hart  is  recorder, 
succeeding  H.  G.  Lyon,  the  recorder  of  1888. 

The  Farmers'  Alliance,  in  the  neighborhood,  is 
a  strong  organization.  In  December,  1889,  the 
local  alliance  formed  a  corporation,  and  bought  the 
Neill  elevator  for  the  purpose  of  shipping  grain. 
L.  R.  Chapman,  president;  J.  N.  Johnson,  vice- 
president;  John  Hodges,  treasurer;  H.  Dalton, 
secretary;  Frank  Johnson,  manager. 

The  County  W.  C.  T.  U.  elected  the  following 
named  ofiScers  in  September,  1889:  Mrs.  Gill,  of 
Edgar,  president;  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  corresponding 
secretary;  Mrs.  H.  O.  Tartar,  recorder,  and  Mrs. 
Starr,  of  Glenville,  treasurer. 

The  Yoiing  Women's  Christian  Temperance 
Union  was  organized  in  the  fall  of  1888. 

The  W.  C.  T.  U.  was  organized  in  June,  1885, 
with  Mrs.  Flora  Cassell,  president;  Allie  Carr,  vice- 
president;  Rebecca  Dare,  secretary;  Mrs.  J.  M. 
Cobb,  treasurer;  Mrs.  Pomeroy,  Mrs.  Montgomery, 
Mrs.  Frank  Young  and  Mrs.  E.  Klingerman,  rep- 
resentatives of  the  Protestant  churches.  This 
union,  in  August,  1888,  elected  Mrs.  Gill,  presi- 
dent; Mrs.  Saxton,  Mrs  Reynolds,  Mrs.  L.  Hodges, 
Mrs.  Cottle  and  Mrs.  Scott,  vice-presidents;  Mrs. 
Cobb,  recorder;  Mrs.  Donohue,  correspondent,  and 
Miss  Warren,  treasurer. 

The  Loyal  Temperance  Legion  and  Band  of 
Mercy,  100  strong,  marched  through  the  streets  of 
Edgar  in  April,  1889. 

Hazel  Dell  Camp  No.  700,  Modern  Woodmen 
of  Ainerica;  first  initiatory  steps  taken  by  M.  M. 
Noble,  a  deputy  head  consul  of  the  order,  and  W. 
F.  Beckett,  and  the  camp  was  instituted  August 
27,  1888.  The  original  members  were  M.  S.  Edg- 
ington,  E.  C.  DelaPlain,  JefE.  Murphy,  W.  B. 
Mahan,  F.  D.  Sherwin,  J.  W.  Boden,  J.  V.  Stay- 
ner,  M.  P.  Dawson,  W.  Deffibaugh,  J.  C.  Story, 
J.  A.  Howard,  J.  J.  Rodgers,  G.  A.  Byer,  F.  L. 
Young,  J.  W.  Brown,  D.  W.  Vanhorn,  R.  E.  Haw- 
ley,  J.  P.  Nelson,  J.  A.  Gee,  E.  C.  Blowers  and  J. 
F.  Edgar.  The  past  consuls  are  J.  W.  Brown 
and  M.  S.  Edgington;  present  venerable  consul 
is  D.  W.  Vanhorn.  F.  D.  Sherwin  was  elected 
clerk  when  the  camp  was  instituted,  and  served 
until  the  close  of  the  year,    when   J.  V.   Stayner 


was  elected,  served  one  year,  was  re-elected  at  last 
election,  and  was  installed  at  last  meeting  in  Jan- 
uary, 1890.  M.  S.  Edgington  is  representative. 
The  present  number  of  members  is  forty  three, 
with  two  candidates  ready  for  adoption,  six  whose 
application  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Head  Camp, 
and  three  who  have  not  yet  applied  for  preliminary 
examination.  The  camp  meets  in  Odd  Fellows 
Hall. 

Edgar  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  was  organized  in  1880. 
Among  its  members  are  many  of  the  ex-soldiers 
and  sailors,  whose  names  are  given  in  the  general 
chapter.  Among  the  commanders  of  this  post 
were  Cyrus  Stayner,  who  presided  in  1884;  T.  E. 
Casterline,  in  1886;  C.  H.  Treat,  in  1887,  and  J. 
W.  Cottle,  in  1888-89.  J.  J.  Walley,  who  was 
adjutant  in  1884,  was  succeeded  by  A.  B.  Chan- 
dler, who  in  turn  gave  place  to  Walley,  who  held 
the  position  in  1889. 

The  Sons  of  Veterans  claimed  the  following 
named  officers  in  1884:  W.  N.  McCalla,  captain; 
L.  W.  Stayner  and  G.  C.  James,  lieutenants,  and 
J.  E.  Baker,  orderly  sergeant,  in  1884. 

The  Edgar  Cornet  Baud  was  incorporated  in 
September,  1885,  with  W.  H.  Duhling  president, 
and  J.  V.  Stayner  secretary. 

The  Edgar  Board  of  Trade  was  organized  in 
April,  1887,  with  H.  F.  Grant,  president;  E.  E. 
Howard,  vice-jiresident;  M.  J.  Hull,  secretary,  and 
H.  W.  Stout,  treasurer. 

Glennville  is  located  on  the  contiguous  corners 
of  the  original  pre-emption  claims  of  R.S.  Winters, 
Daniel  Fitch  and  Robert  Thompson.  In  July, 
1872,  the  railroad  was  completed  to  this  point  and 
the  depot  and  section  house  erected,  the  sod  houses 
of  the  claimants  being  the  only  signs  of  habitation 
here  prior  to  that  date,  although  some  distance 
away  I.  D.  Newell  settled  in  1872.  Early  in  1873 
a  store-house  was  constructed  by  J.  W.  Sturgis, 
who  ofPered  a  stock  of  goods  for  sale.  In  July  he 
was  joined  by  Charles  Clutz.  The  village  was  sur- 
veyed in  the  fall;  Bennett  Cos  erected  a  store  and 
dwelling  house,  the  same  which  became  the  prop- 
erty of  David  Stein  and  P.  H.  Cone.  Edward  Da- 
vis opened  a  blacksmith  shop  in  1878;  Luke  Gold- 
enstein  built  a  house  for  mercantile  purposes;  H. 
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M.  Oliver  a  grain  elevator,  and  established  the 
coal  and  lumber  yards.  The  Keystone  Hotel  was 
built  in  1879  by  G.  Z.  Fink,  who  sold  to  Warwick 
in  188('.  He  rented  the  building  to  Richard  Har- 
ris and  moved  away.  Dr.  Mark  A.  Perkins  settled 
here  in  May,  1881.  The  first  death  in  the  place 
was  that  of  Elizabeth  Carroll,  the  wife  of  George 
Carroll,  a  section  boss  on  the  railroad,  and  the  first 
child  born  was  Thomas,  the  son  of  these  people. 

The  Baptist  Church  building  was  the  lirst  house 
of  worship  erected.  Work  on  this  building  was 
commenced  late  in  1881  and  completed  April  23, 
1882,  at  a  cost  of  $1,000.  Ten  years  before  this, 
in  the  winter  of  1871-72,  the  school  district  was 
organized,  with  R.  Thompson,  D.  Fitch  and  R.  S. 
Winters,  trustees.  The  school-house  was  built  in 
1872,  and  by  the  close  of  1873  the  village  laid  some 
claims  to  the  name  of  town.  In  1882  there  were 
twenty-five  houses,  one  general  store,  one  drug 
store,  one  hardware  store,  an  elevator  and  a  lumber 
and  coal  yard. 

A  contract  to  build  the  school-house  was  given 
to  W.  D.  Young,  at  that  time  a  partner  of  Thomp- 
son, one  of  the  board,  for  which  he  was  to  receive 
the  bonds  of  the  district  to  the  amount  of  $3,350, 
at  ten  per  cent  interest.  The  contract  was  then 
sub  let  by  Young  to  Ramsey,  who  was  to  complete 
the  house  and  furnish  all  the  material  for  11,200. 
The  bonds  turned  over  to  Young  were  sold  to  New 
York  parties,  and  have  since  been  nearly  all  paid 
off,  amounting,  with  the  interest,  to  something  like 
15,000,  making  that  virtually  the  cost  of  the  house. 

A  post-office  was  established  at  Glenville  in 
June,  1873,  and  was  kept  by  Joseph  Kentner  in 
Sturgis'  store.  Kentner  held  the  position  only  a 
few  months,  and  in  the  winter  following  his  ap- 
pointment Bennett  Cox  received  the  commission 
and  the  office  was  taken  to  his  store.  Cox  continued 
post-master  up  to  the  end  of  1880,  and  was  sue 
ceeded  by  Luke  Goldenstein,  whoso  office  was  kept 
in  his  store-room. 

The  earliest  religious  services  were  held  at  Glen- 
ville in  July,  1873,  when  a  number  of  the  young 
men  of  the  town  held  a  sort  of  Sunday-school  in 
the  railroad  depot:  But  a  few  persons  were  pres- 
ent on  this  first  day,  and  it  was  announced  that  a 


similar  meeting  would  be  held  on  the  next  Sunday. 
When  the  day  came  wagon  load  after  wagon  lead 
might  Vie  seen  gathering  in  from  all  parts  of  the 
country  to  this  rude  teaching  of  the  gospel.  On 
this  day  the  house  was  filled  and  numbers  turned 
away  for  want  of  room.  A  regular  union  Sunday- 
school  was  organized  and  J.  W.  Small  was  elected 
superintendent.  The  first  sermon  preached  in  the 
town  was  by  Rev.  Charles  Clutz,  in  the  depot.  Sev 
eral  congregations  were  organized  in  the  surround- 
ing district  prior  to  1882,  wlio  held  services  in  the 
school  house  and  Baptist  church  in  the  village. 
These  denominations  were  the  Presbyterian,  Rev. 
R.  J.  Smith,  pastor;  the  American  Baptists,  Rev. 
M.  Wilson,  pastor;  German  Baptists,  Rev.  Mr. 
Crane,  pastor;  Methodist,  Rev.  F.  Campbell,  pas- 
tor; the  Evangelical  Association,  Dr.  Oyler,  of  Har- 
vard, pastor,  and  the  Catholics,  who  were  attended 
by  the  priest  in  charge  of  Hastings  parish. 

Collin's  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  was  one  of  the  first  or 
ganizations  of  veterans  in  the  county.  In  1883  W. 
W.  Lyons  was  commander,  and  Ed  Davis,  adjutant. 
In  January,  1884,  Joseph  Meyer  was  elected  com- 
mander. S.  M.  Elder  was  commander  and  L.  A. 
Lathrop,  adjutant,  1886-87.  In  the  latter  year 
the  charter  was  stirrendered. 

As  has  been  stated,  the  Baptist  house  of  wor- 
ship was  the  first  erected  in  the  village,  but  the 
new  organizations  which  sprung  into  existence 
from  1878  to  1882  sought  denominational  lodg- 
ings. Mr.  Tanner  took  Mr.  Smith's  place  as  Pres- 
byterian preacher  in  November,  1883,  and  other 
changes  in  the  pastorate  of  the  churches  were  ef- 
fected. 

In  later  years  the  village  claimed  a  population 
of  300,  and  the  business  interests  were  represented 
by  B.  Johnson  and  L.  Goldenstein,  general  mer- 
chants; Evans  and  Jordan,  druggists;  G.  Z.  Fink, 
justice  of  the  peace;  E.  D.  Davis,  blacksmith;  J.  W. 
Sturgis,  wagon -maker  and  E.  Uden,  agricultural 
implement  dealer.  Dr.  Perkins  was  the  physician 
of  the  district  for  a  number  of  years. 

Spring  Ranche,  the  early  history  of  which  is 
related  in  the  chapter  on  pioneers,  was  settled  by 
James  Bainter,  Robert  (Jargill,  Lewis  Thayer  and 
D.  W.  Evans.      The  post-office  was  established  in 
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1870  with  Lewis  Thayer,  master.  A  tioii  of  the 
first  named,  called  Sheridan  Bainter  (in  honor  of 
the  hero  of  Winchester),  was  the  first  child  born 
here,  the  date  being  May  1 1,  1871.  Edward  Har- 
per died  here  in  August,  1S64,  being  the  first  death 
among  the  settlers,  and  E.  J.  Jackson  and  Mary 
N.  Cargill  were  married  here  in  1874,  being  the 
first  marriage.  The  first  school  was  opened  in 
April,  1872,  within  James  Bainter' s  dwelling,  by 
Annie  Foster,  and  the  first  school -house  was  erected 
in  July  of  that  year.  Elder  Warwick,  referred  to 
in  the  history  of  Adams  county,  held  the  first  re- 
ligious services  in  1871,  and  in  1881  the  Presby- 
terians and  Congregationalists  erected  churches. 
The  mills  were  built  in  1874  by  Peck  &  Meston. 

In  August,  1873,  an  election  was  held  at  Cyrus 
Griffith's  house,  in  Little  Blue  Precinct,  to  vote  on  ! 
the  question  of  aiding  Peck  and  Meston  in  building 
a  mill  near  Spring  Ranche.  The  vote  was  in  favor  1 
of  aid  to  the  proposers  in  ten  per  cent  bonds  for  I 
$7,000.  There  were  fifty-nine  votes  for  the  propo-  j 
sition  and  fifty-four  against. 

The  Congregational  Church  at  Spring  Ranche 
was  dedicated  January  10,  1884,  by  Rev.  C.  W. 
Merrill,  of  Lincoln.  The  cost  of  the  building  was 
$1,200,  all  of  which  was  paid. 

In  modern  times  T.  J.  Kemp  was  post  master 
and  merchant;  D.  Burnett  also  carried  on  a  gen- 
eral store;  Mrs.  C.  A.  Brown,  a  millinery  store;  J. 
Hutchinson,  a  wagon-shop;  A.  Meston,  the  flour- 
ing-mills,  and  D.  D.  Condon  a  blacksmith  shop. 

Inland,  a  name  transferred  from  the  old  town 
in  Adams  county,  dates  back  to  1878.  In  June 
and  July,  1879,  N.  L.  Thatcher's  elevator  was 
erected.  He  sold  his  interests  to  J.  D.  Bain  and 
W.  J.  Turner,  of  Harvard,  in  1880,  and  they  em- 
ployed J.  R.  Mcintosh  as  their  agent.  In  later 
years  the  business  circle  comprised  G.  McPeak, 
post-master  and  merchant;  James  Hansen,  hard- 
ware dealer  and  blacksmith;  P.  Egan,  grain  mer- 
chant and  owner  of  elevator;  Cortnance  &  Co., 
lumber  and  coal  dealers;  P.  B.  McFadden,  black- 
smith, and  Dr.  Blair,  physician.  S.  R.  Dillinger 
built  the  N.  W.  elevator  in  1889.  The  Egan  ele- 
vator is  now  operated  by  L.  Butterfield  &  Co.,  with 
S.  W.  Stephenson  agent.   The  German  Church,  two 


milts  .south  of  Inland,  was  dedicated  in  February, 
1882.  The  first  railroad  agent  at  Inland  was  G.  W. 
Van  Horn;  Frank  Thompson  succeeded  him;  then 
came  Charles  Smith,  who  remained  for  two  years, 
until  succeeded  by  Joseph  Neary,  who  was  ap- 
pointed in  1888.  The  depots  of  the  St.  Joseph  & 
Grand  Island  and  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Mis- 
souri Valley  Railroads  are  at  this  point. 

Davis  post-office  was  established  in  1878  with 
N.  Nagel,  master.  This  office  was  the  result  of  a 
petition  from  the  settlers  between  Edgar  and  Clay 
Centre. 

Deweese  is  celebrated  for  the  fatal  railroad  ac 
cident  referred  to  in  former  pages  and  tor  its  short 
lived  newspaper.  The  Recorder.  The  land  in  the 
neighborhood  is  very  productive. 

Trumbull  is  the  post-office  name  given  to  a 
point  on  the  prairie  in  the  northwest  corner  of 
Clay  County.  Ludlow,  across  the  line  in  Adams 
County,  near  the  H.  B.  Tolbert  farm,  was  formerly 
the  post  office.  On  its  removal  to  this  place  S.  M. 
Walker  was  appointed  master. 

Ong  is  the  name  given  to  a  depot  on  the  exten- 
sion of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
at  a  point  twenty  miles  southeast  of  Clay  Centre. 
The  name  is  as  euphonious  as  it  is  indefinable,  but 
the  land  in  the  vicinity  is  as  choice  as  any  in  Clay 
County.  The  place  was  surveyed  for  the  Lincoln 
Town  Site  Company  and  J.  E.  Ong  on  a  tract  of 
sixty  five  acres  in  1886,  and  two  lumber  yards  were 
at  once  established. 

Sweden  is  the  name  given  to  a  village  four  and 
one-half  miles  northwest  of  the  center.  It  also 
l)ears  the  more  classical  name  —Verona.  Here  is 
a  depot  of  the  K.  C.  &  O.  R.  R. ,  a  grain  ware- 
house and  a  general  store. 

Eldon,  on  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri 
Valley  Railroad,  east  of  Harvard,  dates  back  to 
1888.  In  March,  1889,  William  Stockham  opened 
a  general  store  there. 

Saronville,  on  the  main  line  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad,  west  of  Sutton,  holds  a 
commanding  position  on  the  prairie.  The  church 
building  at  this  point  is  visible  for  a  long  distance 
in  each  direction.  Here  were  established  the  stores 
of  J.  Florine,  O.  Felix,  the  Israckon  Brothers,  the 
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agricultural  wareLouse  of  Lindberg  &  Olson,  the 
drug  store  of  L.  Logerwell,  the  wagon  shop  of  O. 
Thoren  and  the  blacksmith  shop  of  F.  Wahlengren. 
The  little  village  is  about  ten  miles  distant  from 
the  county  seat. 


Joseph  Hamilton  Albright.  There  is  proba))ly  no 
man  within  the  limits  of  Clay  County  who  is  de- 
serving of  more  credit  for  the  interest  he  has  taken 
in  its  behalf  than  Mi-.  Albright,  and  the  brief  facts 
here  given  indicate  the  part  he  has  borne  in  the 
county's  development.  He  was  born  on  January 
2,  1838,  at  Windham,  Bradford  County,  Penn., 
the  second  of  ten  children.  His  father,  Peter  Al- 
bright, was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1798  to  Adam 
and  Margaret  (maiden  name  unknown) Albright,  who 
were  both  born  in  Holland,  came  to  America  about 
1774  and  settled  in  New  Jersey,  where  Adam  was 
one  of  those  who  fought  for  liberty  in  the  Revolu- 
tionary war.  Peter  Albright  was  educated  in  both 
English  and  (rerman,  and  when  still  a  young  man 
went  to  Pennsylvania  and  engaged  in  farming. 
While  here  ho  was  married  to  Louisa  Parks,  the 
youngest  child  of  Nathaniel  and  Maria  Parks,  who 
were  both  born  in  Connecticut.  Louisa  was  born 
in  April,  1816,  in  Pennsylvania.  Her  mother  was 
a  daughter  of  Gideon  Green.  Peter  Albright 
passed  from  this  life  on  November  2,  1881,  at  the 
age  of  eighty  three  years  in  Summit  City,  Mich., his 
wife  dying  in  Sherman  County,  Kas. ,  June  20, 1888. 
Joseph  H.  Albright  remained  with  his  parents, 
working  summers  and  attending  school  during  the 
winter  seasons,  thus  obtaining  a  common  school 
education,  until  al)out  the  age  of  eighteen  years, 
when  he  went  to  Owego,  Tioga  Co.,  N.  Y.,  where 
he  began  working  in  a  saw-mill  and  there  remained 
until  August  3,  1801,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  as 
a  private  recruit  in  Company  H,  Third  New  York 
Infantry,  under  Capt.  Catlin,  and  was  immediately 
removed  with  his  company  to  Fort  McHenry,  where 
he  joined  the  regiment  under  Col.  Alfred,  and  from 
there  was  sent  to  Fortress  Monroe,  where  he  re- 
mained nearly  a  year,  his  regiment  then  being 
called  into  action  in  the  feint  upon  Richmond  dur- 
ing the  battle  of  Gettysburg.      After  this  the  regi- 


ment was  transported  to  Charleston,  S.  C. ,  and  there 
entered  on  the  siege  of  Charleston  and  the  rednc 
tion  of  Fort  Sumter  in  1863.  Here  Mr.  Albright 
was  discharged  with  the  remainder  of  his  company 
September  16,  1863,  and  from  there  returned 
home  via  New  York  City,  but  after  a  very  short 
time  he  entered  the  construction  corps. 

This  corps  was  with  Sherman  in  his  famous 
Atlanta  Campaign.  At  this  city  he  was  discharged 
and  returned  home,  but  only  for  a  short  time. 
Becoming  restless  he  went  to  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
where  he  again  entered  the  construction  corps,  this 
being  in  the  fall  of  1864,  and  from  this  time  until 
the  close  of  the  war  he  remained  in  the  southwest 
and  received  his  final  discharge  at  Chattanooga  in 
May,  1865,  and  returned  home  in  June  of  the 
same  year.  Immediately  after  returning  home 
from  the  war  he  purchased  a  farm  near  Owego  and 
thereon  remained  until  the  spring  of  1867.  While 
on  this  farm  he  was  married  February  6,  1866,  to 
Miss  Percy  M.  Lane,  the  youngest  daughter  of 
Henry  Isaac  and  Sarah  Maria  (Crandall)  Lane, 
her  birth  occurring  on  February  6,  1842.  Henry 
Isaac  Lane  was  the  youngest  son  of  Peter  Lane, 
and  was  born  in  Shandaken,  N.  Y.,  August  U, 
1816,  and  died  in  Owego,  N.  Y.,  September  17, 
1880.  His  wife  was  born  in  Schenectady,  N.  Y. , 
May  11,  1811,  and  died  at  Harvard,  Neb.,  Sep 
tember  28,  1885,  being  a  daughter  of  Jerry 
and  Maria  Crandall,  the  former  a  native  of 
Connecticut.  He  was  one  of  the  1812  stalwarts 
to  protect  America  and  Americans,  and  was  mar 
ried  to  Miss  Maria  Knowls.  To  Joseph  H.  and 
Percy  M.  Albright  was  born  a  son,  Fred  Lane  Al- 
bright, April  14,  1867,  and  shortly  after  the  birth 
of  his  son  Mr.  Albright  sold  his  farm  and  removed 
to  Owego,  entering  the  employ  of  the  New  York 
&  Lake  Erie  Railroad,  as  a  bridge  builder,  but  at 
the  end  of  two  years  he  entered  the  em2)loy  of 
the  Southern  Central  Railroad  in  the  same  capac 
ity.  After  another  two  years  he  left  the  employ 
of  the  railroad,  and  in  October,  1872,  he  removed  to 
Wahoo,  Saunders  County,  Neb.,  and  from  there, 
in  March,  1873,  c.ime  to  Clay  County,  where  he 
homesteaded  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  24, 
Township   7,  Range  7  west,  of  the  sixth  principal 
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meritlian,  and  settled  thereon  on  the  4th  of  April 
of  the  same  year.  While  a  pioneer  homesteader 
he  experienced  many  hardships  and  adversities, 
being  in  the  renowned  April  storm  of  April  1 3, 
14,  15,  1873.  Through  this  Mr.  Albright  had 
nothing  to  shelter  his  family  or  his  stock  but 
a  board  shanty  12x14  feet,  and  into  this  all 
were  quartered;  yolk  of  oxen,  cow,  calf,  chickens, 
himself  and  family  seeking  shelter  of  their  bed 
to  keep  from  freezing.  The  season  of  1873 
brought  a  partial  crop  of  sod  corn,  but  in  1874 
all  was  destroyed  by  the  grasshoppers.  In  1875 
but  a  partial  crop  was  raised  on  account  of  drouth, 
and  in  1876  the  country  was  again  devastated  by 
the  pest — grasshoppers — and  all  was  laid  waste. 
In  1877  Mr.  Albright  was  blessed  with  a  fair 
crop  and  continued  to  prosper  until  1880,  when,  on 
account  of  a  sevei-e  drouth  hardly  anything  was 
raised.  In  1881  a  fair  crop,  and  then  another  year 
of  adversity,  a  hailstorm,  in  July,  1882,  sweeping 
all  before  it.  In  1883  a  good  crop  was  the  result 
of  that  season's  labor,  but  in  February,  1884,  Mr. 
Albright  sold  his  homestead  and  purchased  the 
west  half  of  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  16, 
Township  7,  Range  7  west,  of  the  sixth  principal 
meridian,  where  he  resumed  agricultural  operations 
and  still  resides.  He  has  taken  a  deep  interest  in 
the  political  affairs  of  Clay  County,  and  has  been 
a  stanch  Republican  ever  since  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, and  comes  of  Republican  stock.  This,  in 
brief,  is  a  sketch  of  the  career  of  a  man  whose 
present  substantial  position  in  life  has  been  reached 
entirely  through  his  own  perseverance;  and  the  facts 
connected  with  his  operations  and  their  results  only 
show  what  a  person,  with  courage  and  enlightened 
views,  can  accomplish.  His  reputation  for  honesty 
and  integrity  has  been  tried  and  not  found  wanting, 
and  his  social  qualities  are  well  known  and  appre- 
ciated. His  only  child,  Fred  Lane  Albright,  un- 
like the  majority  of  boys,  early  appreciated  the 
advantages  of  an  education,  and  eagerly  sought 
for  such  knowledge  as  would  enable  him  to 
enter  a  profession.  While  his  parents  were  strug- 
gling to  recover  from  the  shocks  of  adversity,  and 
while  yet  but  a  boy,  he  had  determined  to  secure 
an  education,  and  with  this  end  in  view  he  attended 


the  district  school  during  the  winter,  and  aided  his 
father  on  the  farm  during  the  summer  months. 
This  he  continued  until  September,  1883,  when  he 
entered  the  Harvard  High  School,  pursuing  his 
studies  faithfully  until  the  spring  of  1884,  when 
sickness  caused  him  to  give  up  school  until  the  fall. 
During  the  summer  of  1884  he  aided  his  father  in 
farming,  and  in  September  again  entered  school, 
riding  hoi'seback  to  and  from  his  home  mornings 
and  evenings,  a  distance  of  four  miles,  during  the 
fall  and  winter,  and  in  the  spring  walked  the  same 
distance.  The  following  summer  he  again  worked 
on  his  father's  farm,  and  in  the  fall  worked  for 
different  parties  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary 
funds  to  pay  his  board  nearer  the  school,  and  he 
then  renewed  his  studies  with  double  vigor.  From 
this  school  he  graduated  on  June  25,  1886,  and 
during  the  summer  of  that  year  worked  out.  The 
same  year  he  entered  the  law  office  of  Dilworth, 
Smith  &  Dilworth,  of  Hastings,  Neb.,  and  began 
his  legal  studies,  where  he  continued  to  remain  for 
several  months,  his  means  then  becoming  exhausted. 
This  year  he  tried  a  new  plan  and  engaged  in  farm- 
ing for  himself,  and  by  the  aid  of  his  father  he 
was  enabled  to  purchase  an  outfit,  consisting  of  a 
team  and  wagon,  and  with  the  use  of  his  father's 
farming  implements  began  tilling  the  soil  in  earnest. 
He  pursued  his  legal  studies  during  the  evenings 
and  mornings  throughout  the  summer,  working  hard 
during  the  day,  and  a  fine  crop  was  the  result  of 
his  summer's  toil.  With  the  products  of  this  new 
enterprise  he  was  again  enabled  to  enter  school, 
and  in  September,  1887,  entered  the  law  depart- 
ment of  the  University  of  Notre  Dame,  Notre 
Dame,  Ind.;  and  there  remained  throughout  the 
scholastic  year.  In  June,  1888,  he  returned  home 
and  resumed  farming,  and  in  December  of  that 
year,  with  what  he  had  earned  and  with  the  assist- 
ance of  his  father,  he  returned  to  school  and  be- 
came a  member  of  the  class  that  graduated  June 
20,  1889.  During  the  summer  of  1889  he  tilled 
the  soil,  but  in  the  fall  entered  into  partnership 
with  a  brother  lawyer,  J.  C.  Hartigan,  of  Hastings, 
and  they  at  once  opened  an  office  in  Harvard  under 
the  firm  name  of  Hartigan  &  Albright.  Mr.  Al- 
bright was  admitted  to  the   Hastings  bar  October 
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18,  1889,  aud  although  but  twenty-two  years  of 
age,  the  firm  with  whom  he  first  began  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  as  a  member,  and  with  whom  he  is 
still  connected,  has  by  his  untiring  efforts  and  dili- 
gence, obtained  an  excellent  legal  practice  in  all 
the  State  and  Federal  courts.  Mr.  Albright's  heart 
is  in  his  profession,  and  he  has  a  most  exalted 
respect  for  its  conscientious  and  honorable  follow- 
ers. He  is  upright,  honorable  and  just  in  all  mat 
ters  concerning  his  profession,  and  is  winning 
golden  opinions  for  himself  as  a  young  man  of 
more  than  ordinary  legal  acumen. 

John  H.  Allbee.  Beiug  a  man  of  determina- 
tion and  energy  Mr.  Allbee  has  bent  the  force  of 
circumstances  to  bis  will,  aud  in  his  farming  and 
stock-raising  operations  he  has  met  with  well- 
deserved  success.  His  birth  occurred  in  Somerset 
County,  Me.,  April  13,  1845,  but  he  was  reared 
to  manhood  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  whither  his 
parents,  Henr^'  P.  and  Louisa  (Hutchins)  Allbee, 
natives  of  Maine,  removed  when  he  was  young. 
His  knowledge  of  the  world,  and  one  might  almost 
say  his  knowledge  of  books,  was  received  on  his 
father's  farms,  for  he  was  actively  engaged  in  as- 
sisting him  until  January  14,  1864,  when  he  left 
the  farm  to  eulist  in  the  First  Illinois  Light  Artil- 
lery, Company  M,  under  Capt.  G.  \X.  Spencer. 
He  served  in  the  Atlanta  campaign,  but  later  was 
placed  on  garrison  duty.  During  his  term  of  serv- 
ice he  took  part  in  the  engagements  at  Buzzard 
Roost,  Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peach  Tiee  Creek,  and  the  first  strug- 
gle at  Jonesboro.  Mr.  Allbee' s  company  was  un- 
der fire  forty  two  times  in  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
taking  different  positions  in  each  battle  engaged, 
but  he  was  very  fortunate  and  escaped  without  in- 
jury. After  the  surrender  of  Geii.  Lee  and  the 
capitulation  of  the  Southern  army  Mr.  Allbee  re- 
ceived his  discharge  and  returned  to  his  home  in 
Illinois,  reengaging  in  his  former  occupation  of 
•farming.  Here  he  remained  until  1874,  then 
moved  west  and  settled  in  Clay  County,  Neb., 
where  he  has  an  excellent  farm  and  is  quite  exten- 
sively engaged  in  raising  blooded  horses.  A  short 
time  since  he  purchased  a  four-year-old  Percheron 
Norman  stallion  named  "Shiloh,"  which  was  im- 


ported from  France  by  W.  L.  Elwood,  of  DeKalb, 
111.  This  horse  is  a  beautiful  black,  sixteen  and 
ooe-half  hands  high,  and  is  of  perfect  action. 
Farmers  contemplating  raising  a  fine  breed  of 
horses  will  do  well  to  look  at  this  fine  animal.  On 
March  Cy,  1869,  Mr.  Allbee  was  married  to  Miss 
Celia  A.  Thatcher,  a  daughter  of  E.  and  Charlotte 
(Long)  Thatcher,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Mrs. 
Allbee  was  born  near  Ottawa,  111.,  August  1,  1847, 
and  she  and  Mr.  Allbee  are  the  parents  of  five 
children:  George  Ray,  Marcia  May,  Alice  L.  (de- 
ceased), Ruth  E.  and  Lena  Gertrude.  Although 
formerly  a  Republican  Mr.  Allbee  is  now  a  Prohi- 
bitionist, and  has  held  a  number  of  local  offices  in 
his  township.  He  and  wife  and  two  eldest  children 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  and  he  be- 
longs to  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is  a  member 
of  George  A.  Oliver  Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.  at  Fair- 
field. 

George  A.  Allen,  farmer  and  stockman,  Inland, 
Neb.  This  successful  agriculturist  owes  his  na- 
tivity to  Toledo,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  C.  and  Eliza 
(Woolfinger)  Allen  and  the  grandson  of  Shadrich 
and  Mary  Allen.  Thomas  C.  Allen  was  born  in 
Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1810,  and  there  passed 
his  early  life.  He  was  a  graduate  of  the  military 
school,  and  ranked  as  a  major.  He  settled  in 
Toledo,  Ohio,  ia  1826,  and  engaged  as  civil  engineer, 
architect  and  builder.  He  was  nianicd  in  1S4'J  to 
Miss  Woolfinger,  a  native  of  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
born  in  1818,  aud  the  result  of  this  union  was  the 
birth  of  four  children:  Albert  S.  (living  at  Fort 
Wayne,  Ind.),  George  A.,  Margaret  (now  Mrs.  Bev- 
erly, of  Toledo)  and  Thomas  J.  (living  at  Sylvania, 
Ohio).  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  1868. 
Thomas  C.  Allen  was  married  previous  to  his 
union  with  our  subject's  mother,  to  Miss  Catherine 
Dabber,  and  one  child  was  born  to  this  union. 
Charles  L.  (who  now  resides  at  La  Grange,  Ind.  | 
The  father  died  in  Toledo  in  1854.  Both  he  and  his 
last  wife  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  George  A.  Allen  remained  in  Toledo, 
Ohio,  until  about  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  then  im 
migrated  to  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  where  he  engaged  in  the 
nursery  business  and  attended  school  until  sixteen 
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years  of  age.  lu  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Seventh  Indiana  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Shanks, 
and  served  in  the  battles  of  Okolona,  Port  Gibson, 
Grand  Gulf  and  Guntown,  Miss.  He  was  in  Gen. 
Alfred  Pleasanton's  command  in  1864,  while 
engaged  in  chasing  Gen.  Price  out  of  Missouri, 
and  was  with  Gen.  A.  J.  Smith  at  Franklin, 
Tenn.  He  was  sent  with  the  regiment  to  Texas  in 
1805,  was  mustered  out  in  February,  1866,  and 
was  discharged  in  March  of  the  same  year  at  In- 
dianapolis, Ind.  He  received  a  gunshot  wound  in 
the  left  leg  on  June  10,  1864,  at  Guntown,  Miss., 
and  was  out  of  active  service  for  about  three 
mouths.  At  the  cessation  of  hostilities  Mr.  Allen 
went  to  farming  and  in  the  winter  taught  school. 
He  was  married  in  1871  in  Sturgis,  St.  Joseph 
County,  Mich.,  to  Miss  Alice  Fuller,  daughter  of 
E.  W.  and  Lois  L.  (Savery)  Fuller.  Mr.  Allen 
immigrated  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1873,  settled 
where  he  now  resides,  and  took  up  160  acres  of 
good  land,  which  he  immediately  commenced  to  im- 
prove. He  now  has  a  fine  place  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  county.  In  politics  he  is  a 
Re|>ublican.  He  has  held  a  number  of  offices  in 
the  township  and  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  for  ten  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  at  Harvard,  Clay  County.  The  nine 
children  born  to  his  marriage  are  named  as  follows: 
Theodore  M. ,  Frank,  Margaret,  Ozoro,  Susan  L., 
Thomas  E.,  Lydia  L.,  Martha  A.  and  Ephraim  D. 
Erastiis  Austin,  an  old  and  honored  pioneer  cit- 
izen of  Harvard,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Austinburg, 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  September  15,  1817,  and 
was  the  son  of  Roswell  and  Mercy  (Strong)  Austin, 
both  natives  of  Hartford,  Conn.  They  were  the 
parents  of  seven  children,  four  sons,  two  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  named  Eliphlet  Austin,  and  his  mater- 
nal grandfather  Pomeroy  Strong.  The  early  life 
of  Erastus  Austin  was  passed  on  a  farm  in  his  na 
live  township  of  Austinburg,  which  was  named  in 
honor  of  his  grandfather  who  had  settled  there  in 
1794,  and  in  addition  to  a  district  school  education 
he  attended  Grand  River  Institute  of  Ashtabula 
County,  Ohio,  for  eight  months.  At  theage  of  eight- 
een years  he  taught  one  term  of   school  and  when 


twenty  years  of  age  he  came  westward  to  Hancock 
County,  111.,  where  he  married  September  12,  1842, 
Miss  Phoebe  J.  Woolsey.  In  1847  he  removed 
to  Chicago  and  in  the  spring  of  1850  located  in 
Henry  County,  111.,  where  he  resided  until  1871. 
While  there  he  followed  the  drug  business  until 
1862,  when  in  August  of  that  year  he  enlisted  in 
Company  F,  One  Hundred  and  Twenty  fourth  Illi 
nois  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  siege  of  Vicks- 
burg,  the  battles  of  Jackson,  Spanish  Fort,  Mobile 
and  others.  Returning  home  after  the  war  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace,  and  served  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  1871.  In  that  year  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska and  took  a  160  acre  homestead  in  Harvard 
Township,  Clay  County.  He  resided  on  this  until 
1887  when  he  located  in  Harvard  where  he  has 
since  remained.  In  1876  he  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  and  discharged  the  duties  incumbent 
on  that  office  for  three  years.  In  1887  he  was  ap- 
pointed to  that  office  and  still  tills  the  position. 
Mr.  Austin  and  wife  have  had  four  children: 
Lavenia  S. ,  Mercy  S. ,  Charles  H.  and  Lewis  B. , 
all  now  living  except  the  eldest.  Mr.  Austin  is  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  pol- 
itics he  is  a  Republican.  Phoebe  J.  (Woolsey) 
Austin,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Austin,  was  born  in  Marl- 
borough, Ulster  County,  N.  Y.,  April  10,  1817,  and 
is  the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Loretta  (Ketchum) 
Woolsey. the  former  a  native  of  Ulster  County,  N.Y., 
born  July  7,  1758,  and  the  latter  a  native  of  West- 
chester County,  N.  Y.,  born  February  19,  1775. 
Henry  Woolsey  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War 
under  Gen.  Washington.  The  paternal  gi-andpar- 
ents  of  Mrs.  Austin  were  John  and  Clorine  (Peck) 
Woolsey,  the  former  a  native  of  Ulster  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  the  latter  born  near  Stanford,  Conn.  The 
maternal  grandparents  of  Mrs.  Austin  were  Zopher 
and  Asenath  (Bugby)  Ketchum.  Mrs.  Austin's 
parents  had  ten  children,  of  whom  three  daughters 
and  one  son  are  living.  The  father  died  on  Feb-, 
ruary  7,  1838,  and  the  mother  in  August,  1846. 
The  American  branch  of  the  Woolsey  family,  of 
whom  Mrs.  Austin  is  a  member,  has  descended 
from  Cardinal  Woolsey  of  England,  whose  two  sons 
immigrated  to  America  from  that  country. 
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John  Ayton,  butcher,  Harvard,  Neb.  It  is  an 
invariable  rule  that  those  merchants  who  acquire 
the  greatest  popularity  have  based  their  claims  to 
public  favor  not  only  on  the  superior  quality  of 
their  wares,  but  also  iipon  sterling  business  princi- 
ples, to  which  double  cause  is  traceable  the  success 
of  Mr.  Aytou.  This  gentleman  was  originally 
from  England,  his  birth  occurring  on  December  5, 
1841),  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Emily  (Smith) 
Ayton,  who  were  born,  reared  and  married  in  Eng- 
land, and  who  received  their  final  summons  in 
their  native  country.  John  Ayton  was  the  eighth 
of  thirteen  children,  ten  of  whom  are  living,  and 
of  whom  three  sons  and  one  daughter  came  to  the 
United  States.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  parish  of  Gissing,  County  Norfolk,  and  in 
early  life  learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  He  also 
labored  some  time  at  the  carpenter's  trade  with  his 
father,  and  in  1871,  accompanied  by  two  brothers 
and  a  sister,  he  came  to  America,  settling  tirst  at 
Burlington,  Iowa.  A  few  weeks  later  our  subject 
came  on  westward  to  Henry  County,  Iowa,  worked 
during  the  summer  in  a  stone  quarry,  and  then,  in 
1871,  immigrated  to  Nebraska,  where  he  took  an 
eighty-acre  homestead  in  Fillmore  County.  He  was 
married  August  14,  1877,  to  Agnes  Matters,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  Mat- 
ters. She  is  a  sister  of  Thomas  H.  Matters,  of 
Harvard.  For  two  years  after  his  marriage  Mr. 
Ayton  resided  on  his  homestead,  and  then,  in  1880, 
removed  to  Harvard,  where  he  has  since  made  his 
home.  Here  his  chief  attention  has  been  given  to 
the  butcher's  tra^ile,  and  he  is  now  part  owner  of  one 
of  the  best  meat  markets  in  Harvard,  being  a  mem- 
ber of  the  tirm  of  Hartman  &  Ayton.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Ayton  have  had  live  children:  William  T. , 
Agnes  E.,  Robert  H.,  Alexander  and  Milly.  Alex- 
ander died  at  the  age  of  six  months.  Mr.  Ayton 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  successful 
business  man. 

Louis  S.  Backus,  musical  instrument  and  agri- 
cultural -implement  dealer,  Harvard,  Neb.  This 
prominent  l)usiness  man  was  born  in  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  June  26,  1842,  and  was  the  young 
est  child  of  the  second  marriage  of  Erastus  Backus. 


The  father  was  born  in  Brandon,  Vt.,  in  1795,  and 
was  of  Scottish  parentage.  Early  in  life  he  was  a 
teacher  of  vocal  music,  but  in  later  years  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  He  was  married  first  to 
Miss  Oliver,  who  bore  him  live  children,  three  of 
whom  lived  to  maturity,  but  only  <me,  Cornelius, 
now  living.  His  second  marriage  was  in  1827  to 
Miss  Sallie  M.  Hill,  daughter  of  Mr.  Hill,  of  Mar- 
ley,  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. ;  five  children 
were  the  fruits  of  this  union,  only  three  now  liv- 
ing: Eunice  (residing  in  St.  Lawrence  County,  N. 
Y.),  Cynthia  (living  in  Reedsborough,  N.  Y.)  and 
Louis  S.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch.)  The  mother 
of  these  children  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  died  in  St.  Lawrence  Covmty, 
N.  Y.,  in  1842.  Mr.  Backus  was  married  again  in 
1843  to  Miss  Sophronia  Palmer,  of  the  same  county, 
and  live  children  were  also  born  to  this  union: 
Erastus  P.,  Silas  W.  (died  in  1873),  George  T., 
Faster  L.  and  Lester  L.  Erastus  is  now  sheriff 
of  St.  Lawrence  County,  N.  Y. ;  Faster  I;,  is 
an  attorney  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  and  Lester  is 
at  Beloit,  Wis.  Mr.  Backus  died  in  1860.  He 
was  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  in  politics  was  an  Abolitionist.  He  was 
with  the  Republican  party  and  was  one  of  the 
first  supporters  of  J.  C.  Fremont.  "The  Pathfinder." 
Louis  S.  Backus  passed  his  youthful  days  in  Si. 
Lawrence  County,  N.  Y.,  and  had  the  advantages  of 
a  good  common- school  education.  In  the  spring  of 
1861  be  enlisted  in  Company  L,  Thirty-third  New 
York  State  Guards,  and  was  mustered  out  in  June 
on  account  of  the  Government  not  being  able  to  fur- 
nish arms.  He  again  enlisted  August  13,  1861, 
in  Company  C,  Sixtieth  New  York  Volunteer  In 
fantry,  for  three  years,  and  participated  in  the  fol- 
lowing battles:  Second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  Antie- 
tam,  Chancellorsville,  where.  May  3,  1863,  he  was 
wounded  in  the  left  arm  by  a  shell  and  was  sent  to 
Mount  Pleasant  Hospital,  Washington,  D.  C. ,  where 
he  remained  until  July.  He  then  returned  to  his 
regiment,  which  was  near  Harper's  Ferry,  and  at 
Lookout  Mountain  he  received  a  gunshot  wound  in 
the  right  leg,  he  being  so  close  that  the  wadding  of 
the  gun  lodged  in  his  leg.  He  then  returned  home 
and  remained  there  until  the  last  of  September,  suf 
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fering  all  the  time  from  his  wound  not  having  been 
dressed  when  it  should  have  been,  and  having  the 
bones  working  out.  While  at  home  he  attended 
school  and  managed  to  get  around  on  crutches. 
He  received  his  discharge  in  1864,  after  serving 
three  years,  and  went  to  New  York  State,  where  he 
attended  business  college  at  Ogdensburg.  He  re- 
mained there  until  February,  1S65,  when  he  again 
enlisted,  February  13,  in  Company  L,  First  Fron- 
tier Cavalry,  and  was  engaged  in  guarding  the 
Canada  line.  He  held  the  office  of  commissary 
sergeant  and  received  his  final  discharge  July  6, 
1865.  After  that  he  attended  college  and  gradu- 
ated in  1867.  He  was  married  June  6  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  Miss  Hallie  M.  Farmer,  daughter  of 
Jefferson  and  Abigail  (Brown)  Farmer,  and  after- 
ward worked  in  a  music  store  and  traveled  for  a 
music  firm.  In  1870  he  left  New  York  and  emi- 
grated to  Illinois,  where  he  remained  engaged  in 
teaching  music  until  April,  1872,  when  be  came  to 
Nebraska.  He  located  in  Linn  Township,  Clay 
County,  and  there  farmed  for  fourteen  years,  and 
also  taught  music.  In  1887  he  moved  to  Harvard, 
where  he  handles  musical  instruments  and  farming 
implements.  '  He  has  a  nice  residence  in  Harvard 
and  is  one  of  the  prominent  citizens.  He  was 
elected  assessor  in  1889,  is  a  member  of  the  Con- 
gregational Church,  being  Sunday-school  super- 
intendent and  leader  of  singing,  and  is  president  of 
the  South  Platte  Musical  Association.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodges. 
Samuel  R.  Barnett,  editor  of  "The  Gazette  Dem- 
ocrat," Clay  Center,  Neb.  In  directing  the  edito- 
rial policy  of  his  paper  Mr.  Barnett  has  proven 
himself  to  be  a  man  of  good  judgment,  and  his  pa- 
per is  found  to  be  a  welcome  visitor  in  the  numer- 
ous homes  into  which  it  enters.  He  was  born  in 
Butler  County,  Ky.,  on  December  21,  1864,  and  is 
the  son  of  William  R.  and  Mary  J.  (Garrison)  Bar- 
nett, natives  also  of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  The 
father  moved  to  Hastings,  Minn.,  in  1871,  resided 
there  until  1876,  then  removed  to  Schuyler  County, 
Mo.,  and  there  remained  for  three  years.  There 
the  mother  died  and  the  father  afterward  returned 
to  his  former  residence  in  Kentucky,  where  he  now 
resides.      Samuel  R.  Bai  uett   improved  every  op- 


portunity for  an  education  and  afterward  taught 
school  for  about  two  years.  In  1885  he  learned 
the  printing  business  and  edited  the  "Butler 
County  (Ky.)  News"  at  Morgantown,  from  July, 
1886,  to  June,  1887.  He  then  came  to  Edgar,  Clay 
County,  Neb. ,  in  the  year  named,  was  connected 
with  the  "Post"  six  months,  and  in  January,  1889, 
he  came  to  Clay  Center  where  he  accepted  a  position 
as  manager  of  "The  Gazette  Democrat"  succeed- 
ing O.  H.  Holmes,  as  editor  in  January,  1890.  Mr. 
Barnett  is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  his  paper  is 
the  only  one  jHiblished  in  the  interests  of  his  party 
in  Clay  County.  Although  he  has  l)ut  very  re- 
cently taken  charge  of  this  paper,  his  successful 
management  of  other  newspapers  warrants  the  as- 
sertion that  under  his  control  and  conduct  this  jour- 
nal is  destined  to  exert  an  influence  which  shall 
be  felt  in  literary  circles  throughout  the  vicinity. 
George  C.  Barthelman,  an  extensive  stock- 
raiser  and  farmer  living  on  Section  19,  in  Linn 
Township,  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1839.  His 
parents  were  natives  of  Germany  and  came  to 
America  at  an  early  day,  locating  in  Ohio,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born,  the  eldest  of 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. : 
George,  Henry,  Charles,  John,  Will,  Mary  and  Mar- 
tha; John  and  Mary  died  in  Ohio  in  infancy.  At  the 
age  of  thirteen,  our  subject  removed  with  his  par- 
ents to  Illinois,  locating  in  Bureau  County,  where 
he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  that  county,  and  after  that 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits.  August  10,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  in  Company 
D,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry,  but  in  March  of  the 
following  year  he  was  disabled,  on  account  of 
which  he  was  honorably  discharged  in  April,  1862. 
He  then  returned  to  Illinois  and  resumed  his 
farming  operations,  and  August  10,  1862,  wedded 
Miss  Margaret  J.  Bowden,  daughter  of  George  W. 
and  Jane  (Smith)  Bowden,  natives  of  Maryland 
and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  The  fruits  of  this 
union  have  been  ten  children,  seven  of  whom  are 
still  living,  viz.:  Dora  and  Cora  (born  in  Septem- 
ber, 1867,  the  latter  now  Mrs.  William  Conell), 
Elena  M.  (horn  in  May,  1869,  now  Mrs.  John  Lor- 
mer),  William  (born  in  1871),  Archie  (born  in  April, 
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1877),  Freddie  (boru  in  July,  1883)  and  Georgie 
(born  in  September,  1888).  Mr.  Barthelman  came 
to  Nebraska  in  1873,  locating  on  the  farm  on  which 
he  now  resides,  on  which  he  has  made  many  im- 
provements, and  has  a  good  apple  and  cherry  or- 
chard, and  at  least  2,000  forest  trees.  He  devotes 
special  attention  to  breeding  thoroughbred  horses, 
and  hogs  (Poland-China),  King  and  Flora  standing 
at  the  head  of  his  herd.  He  is  a  Republican  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  support  of  the  party  to 
which  he  belongs,  and  at  all  times  tenders  bis  in- 
fluence to  the  upbuilding  of  schools  and  churches. 
He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  the  past 
ten  years,  and  is  still  serving  in  this  capacity.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  post  at  Clay  Center, 
also  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  West  Linn. 

Stephen  C.  Beck,  now  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  near  Ong,  Clay  County,  Nel).,  was 
born  in  Adams  County,  Miss.,  August  2,  1842, 
being  a  son  of  Andrew  L.  Beck,  who  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  removed  to  Mississipjji  when  a 
young  man,  his  marriage  to  Mrs.  Emeline  S.  Swayze 
taking  place  there.  She  was  born  in  South  Caro- 
lina, and  after  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Beck  they 
moved  to  Illinois,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Jersey 
County,  where  the  father  engaged  at  the  brick- 
mason's  trade.  He  died  December  13,  1877,  his 
wife  still  surviving  him,  making  her  home  with  her 
children.  He  was  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  was 
buried  with  the  honors  of  the  Odd  Fellows  order. 
Stephen  C.  Beck  is  the  second  of  eight  children, 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing and  the  heads  of  families,  and  in  Jersey 
County,  111. ,  he  was  reared  to  manhood,  receiving 
tbe  advantages  of  the  public  schools.  He  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority, after  which  he  farmed  for  himself  for  a  few 
years  in  Jersey  County.  From  this  State  he  moved 
to  Missouri,  and  in  1870  located  in  Livingston 
County,  where  he  farmed  for  three  years.  In  1872 
he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  but  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres,  mostly 
under  fence.  He  has  a  good  and  substantial  resi- 
dence, fair  outbuildings,  a  fine  orchard  of  over 
200  trees,  which  affords  them  an  abundance  of 
fruit,  and  he  also  raises   a  nice  variety  of  small 


fruits.  Mr.  Beck  feeds  from  one  to  three  car-loads 
of  stock  each  winter,  and  is  a  man  of  progressive 
views,  sure  to  make  his  mark  wherever  he  may 
choose  to  locate.  He  is  a  Republican  in  politics 
and  takes  an  active  part  in  political  questions  of 
the  day.  He  has  served  in  several  local  offices  of 
honor  and  trust,  and  was  at  one  time  assessor  and 
censiis  enumerator,  and  has  often  been  a  delegate 
to  county  and  district  conventions.  He  was  mar 
ried  in  Jersey  County,  111.,  January  24,  18G9,  to 
Miss  Emma  G.  Bull,  a  native  of  Connecticut, 
reared  and  educated  in  Illinois  and  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  a  daughter  of  Horace  Bull,  now  a  resident 
of  Shelton,  Neb.  To  this  union  a  family  of  six 
children  have  been  born:  Herliert,  William,  Lulu, 
Stephen  E. ,  Emma  R.  and  Fannie  E. ;  the  latter 
died  September  22,  1884.  Mr.  Beck  is  a  Royal 
Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W..  and 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Daniel  Bermoud,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Within  the  limits  of  Clay  County  there  is  not  a 
person  of  greater  personal  popularity  than  Daniel 
Bermond,  a  man  of  recognized  worth  and  substan 
tial,  progressive  spirit.  Of  German  extraction,  he 
was  born  in  Fulton  County,  Pa.,  in  1848,  and 
is  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret  (James)  Bermond, 
natives  of  Germany,  and  the  grandson  of  John 
Bermond,  Sr.  The  father  of  our  subject  was  born 
in  1798,  was  married  in  that  country,  and  in  1835 
emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Frank- 
lin County,  Pa.,  where  he  lived  for  five  years, 
and  then  moved  to  Fulton  County  of  the  same 
State,  where  his  death  occurred  in  1884.  The 
mother  died  in  1886.  Both  were  members  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  Their  family  consisted 
of  the  following  children:  Jacob,  Mary,  Elizabeth 
(born  in  Germany),  Martha,  John.  Margaret,  Daniel 
(deceased),  Louisa,  Catherine  (deceased),  George, 
Daniel  and  Henry.  The  father  of  these  children 
followed  farming  after  coming  to  this  coiintry  and 
was  a  weaver  by  trade.  Daniel  Bermond  spent  his 
school  days  in  Pennsylvania,  immigrated  to  Illi 
nois  in  the  spring  of  1870,  settled  in  Carroll 
County,  and  was  engaged  in  farm  laV)or  for  sis 
years.      In  1877  he  began  farming  for  himself  (al- 
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though   he    had   taken    up   a  homestead   in   Clay 
County  iu  1873),  and  in   1878  he  sold  his  home- 
stead in  Nebraska  and  bought  where  he  now  lives 
16U  acres  of  excellent  land.      He  was  married  in 
1881  to  Miss  Anna  Hoke,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  in   1848,    and  the  daughter  of  George  and 
Margaret  Hoke.      Two  children  were  born  to  the  i 
marriage  of   Mr.   and  Mrs.   Bermond:      Margaret  J 
(born  June  12,  1884)  and  Henry  (born  December 
22,  1885).    Mr.  Bermond  is  of  Democratic  procliv- 
ities and  is  interested  in   political   matters.      He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church 
and  are  active  workers  in  educational  and  religious 
movements.     He  is  a  successful  tiller  of  the  soil  and 
has  a  iirst-class  farm  with  good  outbuildings,  etc. 
John  M.  Birkner,  M.  D.,   Sutton,   Neb.      This 
energetic  gentleman,  who  has  acquired  a  flattering 
reputation  as  a  physician,  was  born  May  2U,  1850, 
and  is  the  third  of  five  children,  three  now  living, 
born  to   the   union  of  Rev.   Frederick   and  Mary 
(Wilkens)  Birkner,  natives  of  Germany,  both  dead. 
The  father  was  a  minister,  and  in  1846  came  to  the 
United  States  as  a  missionary  to  the  Indians.      He 
remained  in  the  United  States  until  about  1854, 
and  then  he  and  his  wife  returned  to  Germany. 
John  M.  Birkner  received  the  rudiments  of  an  edu- 
cation in  the  high  schools  at  Erlangen  and  Speyer, 
where  he  graduated  in  1873,  and  then  entered  the 
University  of  Erlangen,  where  he  spent  three  years, 
or  until  the  fall  of  1870,  when  he  entered  the  Ger- 
man army.      He  graduated  at  the  Military  School 
at  Munich,  served  until  the  fall  of  1879,  and  then 
emigrated  to  America,  settling  in  St.  Louis.      He 
graduated  from  the  Missouri   Medical  College  on 
March  2,  1886,  and  then  engaged  in  the  practice 
of  his  profession.      He  served  as  a  clerk  for  the 
Iron  Mountain  Railroad  hospital,  eight  miles  from 
St.  Louis,  from  1881  to  1882,  and  since  1880  has 
been  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profes.sion  in 
Sutton.      He  is  a  substantial  physician,  and  is  doing 
a  good  V>usiuess.      He  was  married  in  1883  to  Miss 
Elvira  Middleton,  a  native  of  St.  Louis,  and  the 
daughter  of  Dr.  Joseph  Middleton,  who  was  born 
in    London,   England.      They   are  the   parents  of 
these  children:    Hugo,  Alma  and  Armin.     In  poli- 
tics Dr.  Birkner  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  and  since 


1886  has  been  a  member  of  the  State  militia. 
June  2,  1888,  he  was  appointed  assistant  surgecm 
on  the  Governor's  staff.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  49,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of 
which  he  is  secretary;  is  a  K.  of  P.,  Sutton  Lodge 
No.  75,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W. , 
of  which  he  is  the  examining  physician.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of  America, 
Camjj  No.  494,  and  of  this  he  is  also  the  examining 
physician.  He  is  an  honorable  man,  a  physician 
of  decided  merit,  and  while  he  is  not  the  oldest 
practitioner  of  Sutton  he  is  one  of  the  closest  stu- 
dents and  the  best  posted  physician  at  this  place. 

John  A.  Bishoff  is  one  of  Clay  County's  suc- 
cessful farmers  and  stockmen.  He  was  born  iu 
Baden,  Germany,  December  27,  1831,  and  is  the 
eldest  of  nine  children  born  to  Michel  and  Chris- 
teua  (Blatz)  Bishoff,  who  were  also  born  in  Ger- 
many, the  former's  birth  occurring  about  ]S(j9,  his 
father  being  Frank  Bishoff.  Michel  Bishoff  and 
his  wife  became  the  parents  of  nine  children:  John 
A.,  Joseph  (deceased),  Magdaline  (residing  in  Illi- 
nois), Lebold  (in  Kansas),  Mary,  Julius,  Rose  and 
Bardria  (in  Chicago),  and  Frank  (who  died  iu 
Texas).  The  parents  died  in  Germany,  and  there 
John  A.  resided  until  seventeen  years  of  age,  re- 
ceiving a  good  common-school  education.  At  the 
above-mentioned  age  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  and  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  he 
followed  the  occupation  of  cork  making.  From 
this  city  he  went  to  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  and 
worked  on  a  farm  until  1851,  when  he  came  west 
and  settled  in  St.  Louis,  and  for  some  time  was 
engaged  in  steamboating  from  that  city  to  New 
Orleans,  being  promoted  from  a  deck  hand  to  sec- 
ond mate.  At  this  time  he  left  the  river  as  the 
war  had  just  then  opened,  and  commenced  farming 
in  Alabama,  from  which  State  he  was  drafted  into 
the  service,  and  was  on  duty  for  nearly  two  years. 
He  was  not  in  active  service,  but  was  stationed 
along  the  coast  at  Mobile  Bay  as  a  guard.  He 
received  his  discharge  in  l.S()4,  and  again  began 
steamboating,  and  followed  this  occupation  until 
1806,  when  he  went  to  St.  Louis  and  from  there 
to  Iowa,  where  he  worked  on  a  farm  for  a  short 
time.      In  the  fall  of  1866  he  came  to  Nebraska, 
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and  settled  iu  what  is  now  Hall  County,  about  six 
miles  from  the  present  site  of  Grand  Island,  his 
first  winter  being  spent  in  chopping  wood  for  ties 
for  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company.  The  next 
spring  Mr.  Bishoff  purchased  a  team  of  horses 
and  began  farming,  and  spent  his  winters  in  team- 
ing, hauling  wood  and  ties.  In  1871  he  took  up 
some  land  in  Harvard  Township,  Clay  County, 
which  was  one  of  the  first  claims  taken.  He  re- 
sided on  this  farm  of  160  acres  until  1886,  then 
moved  to  his  present  place,  where  he  has  since 
made  hia  home.  His  property  comprises  about 
335  acres  of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  he  is  considered  by  all  to  be  one  of  the 
thrifty  and  successful  men  of  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  He  was  married  in  1872  to 
Miss  Cony,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  Hergen- 
rother,  both  of  whom  were  native  Germans.  Mrs. 
Bishoff  was  born  in  New  York  City,  June  7,  1851, 
and  she  and  Mr.  Bishoff  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  Otto  (born  May  8,  1876),  Albert 
(born  April  30, 1878),  Edward  (born  December  17, 
ISSO),  Ella  N.  (born  September  28,  1885),  Frank 
(born  March  20,  1888)  and  Rose  (born  December 
10,  1889),  all  these  children  still  residing  with  their 
parents.  Mr.  Bishoff  is  a  Democrat  politically, 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  earnest  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  The  property  of  which  he  is 
now  the  owner  is  one  of  the  finest  in  the  county. 
Hon.  Clemens  W.  Bortis,  representative  to  the 
Legislature  from  the  Forty-second  district.was  born 
in  Switzerland  March  25,  1837,  and  was  the  third 
son  of  Ignat  and  Catharine  (Pepper)  Bortis,  also 
born  in  that  country,  the  former  in  1801,  and  the 
latter  in  1807,  who  died  in  1888  and  1882,  respect- 
ively. The  immediate  subject  of  this  memoir  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education  in  his  native  land, 
supplemented  by  a  six-months'  term  in  the  Semi- 
nary at  Bern,  Switzerland,  and  was  afterward 
chosen  by  Pope  Pius  IX  as  a  member  of  his  body 
guard,  consisting  of  130  men,  selected  for  their 
personal  appearance  and  high  standing  in  the  com 
munity,  which  was  considered  a  very  high  honor. 
Mr.  Bortis  served  in  the  guards  for  nearly  three 
years,  but  in  1857  emigrated  to  America,  and  for 
about  six  months  made  his  home  in  Chicago,  working 


at  the  marble  cutter's  trade,  after  which  he  moved 
to  Morris,  Grundy  County,  111.,  moving  eighteen 
months  later  to  New  Orleans  where  he  found 
employment  iu  a  packing  house  as  watchman.  Not 
liking  the  South  he  went  West  in  1859,  and  until 
the  fall  of  1861  resided  iu  Marshall  County,  111. ; 
then  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  Company  B, 
Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  his  full  time  of 
enlistment — three  years  —a  part  of  which  time  he 
was  on  Gen.  Grant's  staff  as  orderly.  The  most 
important  engagements  in  which  he  took  jsart  were 
Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Coffee ville.  Champion's  Hill 
and  Vicksburg.  At  Shiloh,  Black  River  and  Cham- 
pion's Hill  he  had  horses  killed  under  him  but 
did  not  receive  a  wound  himself.  Owing  to  meri- 
torious conduct  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
sergeant,  and  after  receiving  his  discharge  he  re- 
turned to  Lacon,  Marshall  County,  111. ,  where  he 
engaged  in  the  peaceful  pursuits  of  farming  until 
1873,  when  he  moved  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and 
homesteaded  his  present  farm.  By  close  applica- 
tion to  his  chosen  calling  he  has  acquired  his  jares- 
ent  property,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valualile 
farms  in  the  county.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican 
in  politics,  and  is  an  acknowledged  leader  of  that 
party  in  this  portion  of  the  county.  He  ^was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  in  1875,  but  did  not 
qualify.  In  1889  he  was  elected  to  the  State 
Legislature  from  the  Forty-second  district,  and  is 
now  discharging  the  duties  of  this  position  to  the 
satisfaction  of  all  concerned.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  John  A.  Jordan  Post  No.  239  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
of  Clay  Center.  Miss  Barbara  Hacker,  a  daughter 
of  Joseph  Hacker,  became  his  wife  in  1866,  and 
by  her  he  is  the  father  of  one  child,  Frank.  Mrs. 
Bortis  was  born  in  Louisiana  in  1843,  and  died  in 
Marshall  County,  111.,  in  the  spring  of  1871.  In 
1880  Mr.  Bortis  wedded  his  present  wife,  Miss 
Lucy  S.  Diel,  a  daughter  of  Frederick  and  Catha- 
rine (Sneik)  Diel,  natives  of  Germany.  Mrs.  Bor- 
tis was  born  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y. ,  in  1859,  her  parents 
having  come  to  the  United  States  in  1850,  first  set 
tling  in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  in  1865  in 
Indiana,  where  they  are  living  at  the  present  time. 
This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: Anthony  C,  Winnie  E.  and  Cecil  G. 
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F.    M.    BrowQ,    publisher,    Sutton,  Neb.      Mr. 
Brown,  born  in  Clark   County,  111.,  December  20, 
1840,  was   early  initiated  in    the    duties  of  farm 
life,  receivinfT  his  education  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  breaking  out  of  the  War  of  the  Rebellion,  in 
the  spring  of  1861,    he  enlisted  in   Company   B, 
Fourteenth  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry  as  a  pri- 
vate, and  served  his  country  faithfully  and  well  for 
more  than  three  years  in  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 
until  the  investment  of  Petersburg  and  Richmond, 
when  he  was  discharged  by  reason  of  expiration  of 
term   of  service.       He  then  engaged  in  farming, 
teaching  school  and  railroad  building.      In  April, 
1S71,  he  located  on  a  homestead  four  miles  north 
of  Sutton,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year,  at  the  first 
flection  in  Clay  County,    he   was  elected    county 
clerk  for  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time 
he  was  re-elected  to  a  second  term.      At  the  close 
of  this  term  he  removed  to  his  farm,  and  was  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits   until    1880,   when 
he  removed  to  Sutton  and  was  occupied  in  the  live 
stock  and  shipping  busiuess  untilJune,  1886,  when 
he  purchased  the  "  Sutton  Register,"  and  has  since 
been  engaged  in   the   newspaper   business.       Mr. 
Brown  has  always  taken  an  active  part  in  local  and 
State  politics,  and  has  tilled  many  positions  in  local 
and   municipal   affairs.      He    is   at  present  police 
judge  of  the  city   of  Sutton,  and  a  man   univer- 
sally esteemed  and  respected.      He  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fraternity  and  of  the  G.  A.  R.      Mr. 
Brown's  ancestors  on  his  father's  side  were  natives 
of  Virginia,  and  on  the  mother's  side  of  Kentucky. 
E.     A.     Brownell,     liveryman,     Sutton,     Neb. 
Among  the  active  enterprises  of  a  city  like  Siitton 
the  livery  business  occupies  necessarily  an  impor- 
tant place,  contributiag,  as  it  does,  to  the  pleasure, 
conveoience    and    actual    necessities    of  the   com- 
munity.     The    most   prominent    establishment  of 
this   class   in   the   city  is   that  conducted   by  Mr. 
Brownell,  which  business  was  entered  into  by  that 
gentleman,   in   partnership  with   A.  F.  Brownell, 
February  10,  18U0.      They  purchased  a  livery  sta- 
ble in  Sutton,  and  now  are  doing  a  good  business, 
having    good    horses    and     stylish    outfits.      Mr. 
Brownell  was  born  in  Otsego  County,  N.  Y  ,  May 
26,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Mary  E. 


(Lyon)  Brownell,  both  natives  of  the  Empire  State. 
Of  the  eight  children  born  to  their  marriage  five 
are  still  living,  and  E.  A.  Brownell  is  the  young- 
est. He  was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life 
and  received  his  education  in  the  Sutton  schools. 
He  came  to  Clay  County  with  his  parents  in  1872, 
and  here  the  mother  died  December  26,  1888,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-five  years.  The  father  still  lives 
and  resides  in  this  county.  He  is  sixty-eight  years 
of  age.  At  the  age  of  twenty -three  years  our  sub- 
ject began  farming,  and  this  continued  until  1890, 
when  he  purchased  the  livery  stable,  as  above  men- 
tioned. He  is  a  live  businessman  and  is  bound  to 
make  a  success  of  whatever  he  undertakes.  He 
was  married  July  10,  1883,  to  Miss  Julia  B.  Tar- 
box,  a  native  of  New  York  State,  born  in  1858,  who 
died  December  8,  1889,  leaving  two  children: 
Eunice  D.  and  Frank  E.  In  politics  Mr.  Brownell 
is  a  Republican,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Con 
gregational  Church.  He  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  for  seventeen  years  and  is  an  honorable 
man  and  a  creditable  citizen  of  Sutton. 

A.  F.  Brownell,  liveryman,  Sutton.  Neb.  The 
well-equipped  and  well-conducted  stable  of  the 
firm  of  Brownell  Bros,  is  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county,  and  not  only  exemplifies  the  importance  of 
the  town,  but  reflects  credit  on  its  management. 
A.  F.  Brownell  is  a  native  of  York  State,  born 
July  12,  1857,  and  is  the  son  of  George  and  Emily 
(Lyon)  Brownell.  He  is  the  second  eldest  of  eight 
children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  was 
reared  to  farm  labor,  receiving  a  fair  education  in 
the  common  schools.  He  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb. ,  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and  assisted  his  father  in 
agricultural  pursuits  until  1879,  when  he  began 
tilling  the  soil  for  himself.  He  continued  this 
pursuit  until  February  10,  1890,  when  he  engaged 
in  the  livery  business  in  Sutton,  and  started  out 
with  unusually  fair  prospects.  He  is  one  of  the 
old  settlers  of  Clay  County  and  is  a  man  univer- 
sally respected.  He  selected  for  his  companion  in 
life  Miss  Jennie  Todt,  a  native  of  Germany,  born 
August  18,  1863.  whom  he  married  September  15, 
1879,  and  who  Vwre  him  four  interesting  children: 
George,  Albert,  Arthur  and  Mabel.  Politically 
Mr.  B.  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party. 
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Hudson  H.  Burt  is  residing  on  an  excellent 
farm  in  Linn  Township,  Clay  County,  but  was 
l)orn  in  Meigs  County,  Ohio,  October  11,  1862,  be- 
ing a  sou  of  John  L.  and  Elizabeth  (Gray)  Burt, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  "Keystone  State." 
but  removed  with  their  respective  parents  to  Ohio 
at  an  early  day.  Upon  reaching  manhood  and 
womanhood  in  this  State  they  were  united  in  mar- 
riage, and  after  making  their  home  in  Ohio  until 
1863,  they  removed  (o  the  State  of  Iowa,  the 
mother's  death  occurring  in  Fremont  County. 
Here  Mr.  Burt  and  his  son,  Hudson  H. ,  continued 
to  reside,  the  latter  receiving  the  advantages  of  the 
common  schools,  but  in  1882  they  determined  to 
seek  a  home  among  new  faces  and  in  a  new  State, 
and  accordingly  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  Hudson  H.  is  now 
living.  Here  the  father  died  in  1885,  having  been 
throughout  life  a  most  worthy  man,  a  kind  father 
and  a  considerate  husliand.  Hudson  H.  Burt  is 
the  third  of  his  eight  children,  and  in  the  month  of 
December,  1885,  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matri- 
mony to  Miss  Ella  Finch,  of  Douglas  County,  Neb., 
and  by  her  he  has  l)ecome  the  father  of  two  bright 
and  interesting  little  children:  Leal  H.  and  Pearl. 
Mr.  Burt  is  engaged  in  general  farming,  is  well 
pleased  with  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  although 
he  has  only  lived  here  a  few  years,  wherever  he  is 
known  he  stands  high  as  a  man  and  citizen. 

Charles  A.  Bush,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ong, 
Neb.  Mr.  Bush  is  another  of  those  of  foreign 
birth  who  have  come  into  this  county  and  made  for 
themselves  a  comfortable  home,  becoming  respected 
citizens  of  the  community.  He  was  born  April  29, 
1835,  in  Uslar,  Kingdom  of  Hanover,  Germany, 
where  also  his  parents,  Louis  and  Caroline  (Burch- 
ard)  Bush,  first  saw  the  light.  There  they  passed 
their  entire  lives.  Mr.  Bush  was  a  pensioner,  hav- 
ing served  in  both  the  German  and  English  armies, 
and  lived  a  retired  life.  Charles  A.  Bush  remained 
in  his  native  country  and  the  town  of  Uslar,  Han- 
over, until  seventeen  years  of  age,  or  until  1852, 
when  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  settling 
first  in  St.  Louis,  and  after  a  residence  there  of 
three  years,  where  he  followed  his  trade  of  baker, 
he  removed  to  Jersey  County,  111.      There  he  tilled 


the  soil  up  to  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  In 
August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  Ninety-seventh 
Illinois  Infantry,  Company  K,  and  served  his 
adopted  counti-y  faithfully  and  well  for  three  years. 
He  participated  in  the  first  and  second  battles  and 
the  entire  siege  of  Vicksburg,  in  the  battles  of  Port 
Gibson,  Champion's  Hill,  Black  River,  Miss.,  siege 
and  surrender  of  Jackson,  Miss. ,  and  Blakely  and 
Mobile,  Ala.  He  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg 
and  left  hip  by  a  shell  at  Blakely  and  was  perma- 
nently disabled.  He  received  his  discharge  May 
22,  1865,  in  the  general  hospital  at  Sedgwick,  La., 
and  then  returned  to  Jersey  County,  where  he  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  until  1872.  In  the 
spring  of  that  year  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  arrived 
in  Clay  County  in  April,  and  homesteaded  160 
acres.  Since  then  he  has  purchased  eighty  acres, 
and  now  has  240  acres  of  excellent  land  near  Ong, 
all  well  cultivated.  He  has  a  comfortable  house, 
a  good  new  barn,  substantial  outbuildings,  and  a 
wind  pump.  He  has  a  small  grove  on  his  place, 
two  orchards,  both  bearing,  about  200  trees,  and 
has  all  conveniences.  In  his  political  views  he  is 
a  Republican  and  has  held  several  local  positions. 
He  was  first  road  supervisor  of  the  township  and 
served  as  justice  of  the  peace  for  about  seven 
years.  He  is  now  serving  two  years  as  supervisor 
of  his  township,  and  also  served  seven  years  as  a 
member  of  the  school  board.  Mr.  Bush  was  mar- 
ried in  St.  Louis  December  4,  1855,  to  Miss  Lena 
Kleinhouse,  a  native  of  Hanover,  Germany,  where 
she  was  reared.  To  this  union  were  born  five  liv- 
ing children:  Orleana(wife  of  William  Hulburt,  of 
Nebraska),  Charles  F.,  John  N.,  Roy  A.  and  Ora 
A.  Mr.  Bush  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  he 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
They  are  highly  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  them. 

Dr.  Fletcher  A.  Butler  is  a  well  read  and 
highly  successful  i)hysician  of  Harvard,  Clay  Coun- 
ty, and  was  liorn  near  Jacksonville,  Morgan  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  January  22,  1854,  being  a  son  of  James 
L.  and  Oletha  P.  (Sargent)  Butler,  the  former  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  the  latter  of  Ohio.  James 
L.  Butler  was  a  son  of  Levi  Butler  who  was  born 
at  Alexandria,  Va.,  and  was  educated  in  the  School 
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for  Orphans,  founded  by  George  Washington. 
The  mother  of  Dr.  Butler  was  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam M.  and  Melinda  (Moss)  Sargent,  with  whom 
she  removed  to  Morgan  County,  111. ,  wheti  a  little 
girl,  and  there  met  and  married  Mr.  Butler.  Her 
father  was  born  in  Mason  County,  Ky.,  November 
21,  1799,  being  taken  to  Brown  County,  Ohio, 
when  a  lad  of  ten  years,  there  making  his  home 
until  twenty  five  years  of  age.  at  which  time  here- 
moved  with  his  family  to  Illinois,  his  residence  be- 
ing in  Morgan  County  until  in  Ai)ril,  1866.  He 
then  took  up  his  abode  in  Savannah,  Andrew  Coun- 
ty, Mo.,  and  here  died  April  3,  1882.  He  repre- 
sented Morgan  County,  111.,  in  the  State  Legisla- 
ture for  two  successive  terms,  Abraham  Lincoln 
at  that  time  representing  Sangamon  County, 
and  during  the  l-ite  Civil  War  he  was  appointed  as 
agent  to  the  sanitary  department  at  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  in  1863.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcoj)al  Church  for  sixty-one  years  and  was 
loved  and  esteemed  by  all .  The  father  and  mother 
of  Dr.  Butler  were  married  about  1845,  and  reared 
a  family  of  twelve  children,  of  whom  he  was  the 
fifth.  Nine  of  the  family  are  now  living  and  two 
sons  became  physicians:  Thomas,  whose  residence 
is  at  Winnipeg,  Manitoba,  where  he  has  an  active 
and  lucrative  practice,  and  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Another  son,  A.  C,  has  been  superintend- 
ent of  the  city  schools  at  Beardstown,  111.,  ten 
years.  He  is  at  present  vice-president  of  the  Illi- 
nois State  Teachers'  Association.  Another  son, 
John  T. ,  is  at  present  county  clerk  in  La  Moure, 
La  Moure  County,  N.  Dak.  Another  son,  Charles 
W.,  was  in  the  Twenty- second  Illinois  Artillery, 
was  in  Libby  Prison,  in  Richmond,  when  Gen.  Grant 
with  the  Union  forces  captured  the  city.  Charles 
came  home  on  a  furlough,  returned  and  died  in 
the  service  at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  being  the 
eldest  son.  William,  another  son,  is  superintend- 
ent of  a  coal  mine  at  McKeesport,  Pa.,  owning 
the  farm  on  which  the  coal  mine  is  located.  The 
parents  of  these  children  are  both  living,  their 
home  being  in  Neosho  County,  Kas.  When  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  eight  years  of  age  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Macon  County,  111.,  and 
at  the  ago  of  sixteen  went  with  them  to  Vernon 


County,  Mo.,  and  two  years  later  to  Bourbon 
County,  Kas.  At  the  age  of  nineteen  years  he 
began  teaching  school  and  followed  this  occupation 
in  connection  with  attending  a  normal  school  at 
Fort  Scott,  Kas.,  until  he  had  completed  a  full 
coui-se  in  that  institution,  after  which  he  took  up 
the  study  of  medicine,  but  continued  to  teach  dur 
ing  the  time  he  was  pursuing  his  studies,  and  thus 
acquired  an  excellent  knowledge  of  medicine  and 
surgery.  He  then  successively  attended  the  Rush 
Medical  College  of  Chicago,  111.,  the  College  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  and 
the  Louisville  Medical  College,  from  the  two  lat- 
ter institutions  possessing  certificates  of  gradua- 
tion. He  began  practicing  his  profession  at  Sher 
idan.  La  Salle  County,  111.,  April  1,  1879,  and  in 
June,  1885,  located  in  Harvard,  Clay  County,  Neb., 
where  he  has  been  actively  and  successfully  en- 
gaged ever  since.  Dr.  Butler  is  not  only  a  close 
and  careful  student  and  a  liberal  contributor  to 
medical  journals  but  he  also  devotes  much  of  his 
spare  moments  to  literary  pursuits,  and  in  the  last 
two  years  has  mastered  the  German  language, 
under  his  efiicient  instructor.  Prof.  C.  F.  Kolbe, 
professor  of  modern  language,  Buchtel  College, 
Akron,  Ohio,  so  that  he  can  read,  write  and  speak 
it.  He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.,  the  Nebraska  State  Medical  Society,  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  Missouri  Valley,  in  all  of 
which  he  is  an  honored  member.  He  is  a  man  of 
superior  ability  and  he  possesses  an  energy  that 
insures  success  at  whatever  he  may  undertake.  He 
is  in  possession  of  a  lucrative  practice  and  is  very 
pleasantly  and  comfortably  situated,  and  has  one 
of  the  most  attractive  homes  in  Harvard,  also  own- 
ing other  town  property,  and  a  half  section  of  land 
in  Western  Nebraska.  He  makes  a  specialty  of 
surgery  and  his  reputation  in  this  branch  of  the 
science  extends  far  beyond  the  limits  of  Clay 
County.  He  is  a  popular  and  agreeable  gentle 
man,  and  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed.  He  was  married  September 
1,  1887,  to  Miss  Emma  Keebler,  who  was  one  of 
Clay  County's  most  efficient  teachers,  and  both  are 
consistent  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.      Miss  Keebler' s  father  and  mother  came 
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to  America  fi'om  Wurtemburg,  Grermany,  in  the 
year  1844.  Mrs.  Keebler's  maiden  name  was  Web- 
ber, a  descendant  from  the  family  of  Webbers 
renowned  the  world  over  as  among  the  great  mu- 
sicians of  modern  times.  Mr.  Keebler  has  been 
a  mechanic  of  no  ordinary  degree,  having  invented 
several  useful  articles  pertaining  to  mechanics  and 
mining.  The  Doctor  has  always  been  a  stanch 
Republican  in  his  political  views.  In  July.  1889, 
he  had  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  science  conferred 
upon  him  by  the  Correspondence  University,  a 
branch  of  the  Chicago  College  of  Science,  a  title 
he  well  deserves.  The  Doctor  is  pursuing  other 
studies  in  the  National  University  of  Chicago, 
which  when  completed  will  entitle  him  to  the  de- 
gree of  master  of  arts.  These  studies  will  be 
completed  in  June,  1891. 

Barton  W.  Campbell,  farmer  and  stock  raiser. 
Clay  Center,  Neb.  Since  his  residence  in  this 
county  Mr.  Campbell  has  been  very  j)rominently 
identified  with  the  material  affairs  of  this  com- 
munity, indeed  far  more  so  than  the  average  man. 
Particularly  in  the  direction  of  agricultural  affairs 
is  this  true.  He  was  originally  from  Scott  County, 
111.,  where  he  was  born  May  27,  1S3S,  and  is  the 
son  of  Joseph  and  Sophia  (Kennedy)  Campbell. 
The  father  was  a  Kentuckian  and  one  of  the  early 
settlers  of  Illinois,  where  the  mother  of  our  subject 
died  when  he  was  quite  young.  Barton  W.  Campbell 
was  early  initiated  into  the  duties  of  farm  life,  and 
received  an  ordinary  English  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools.  In  the  fall  of  1800  he  reaioved  to 
Macon  County,  111.,  where  he  followed  agricultural 
pursuits,  and  was  also  engaged  in  merchandising 
at  Maroa.  that  county,  for  a  numlier  of  years,  meet- 
ing with  moderate  success.  In  September,  1S84, 
he  emigrated  West,  stopping  three  months  at  Seb 
etha,  Kas. ,  and  in  Deceml>er  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.  He  rented  a  farm  in  this  township,  and 
three  years  later  removed  to  his  present  farm,  on 
the  northeast  corner  of  Section  2,  Town  6,  Range 
7,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  good 
farm  land,  well  improved  with  comfortable  resi- 
dence and  substantial  outbuildings.  Mr.  Camp- 
bell is  a  decided  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  has  taken  an  active  part  in  the  affairs  of  his 


township  and  county.  He  was  township  assessor 
in  1888,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  was  elected 
supervisor  for  Lone  Tree  Township,  a  position  he 
has  held  by  re-election  to  the  present  time,  having 
discharged  its  duties  in  a  highly  satisfactory  man- 
ner. On  October  8,  1802,  Miss  Mary  Cooper,  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  became  his  wife,  and 
to  them  have  been  born  the  following  children: 
Joseph  W.  (deceased),  Charles  H.,  Lillian  W., 
Emma  Etta,  Hugh  B.,  Claude  C,  John  M.  and 
Ella.  Mr.  Campbell  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Christian  Church,  and  he  is  justly  regarded  as  one 
of  Clay  County's  most  enterprising  and  respected 
citizens. 

Charles  E.  Canfield,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
living  on  Section  14,  Township  8,  Range  7,  Har- 
vard Township,  Clay  County,  is  one  of  the  very 
earliest  settlers  of  this  county,  and  has  seen  its 
growth  and  improvement  from  the  start.  ,He  came 
to  Nebraska  in  1871  and  homesteaded  his  present 
farm  of  100  acres  in  Harvard  Township,  and  has 
ever  since  been  engaged  in  farming,  at  which  he 
has  been  eminently  successful.  He  was  born  in 
Lewisborough,  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1824, 
the  second  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  four  sons 
and  three  daughters,  born  to  Daniel  and  Sarah 
(Nash)  Canfield;  the  latter,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Sarah  (Northrop)  Nash,  was  born  in  Ridgefield, 
Conn.,  in  1799,  and  married  in  1818.  Mr.  Canfield 
was  a  son  of  Cornelius  and  Rebecca  (Don)  Can- 
field,  and  was  born  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. , 
November  19,  1795,  and  was  reared,  educated  and 
married  in  that  county.  Their  children  were: 
Sarah  (born  in  1821,  and  died  in  Connecticut  in 
1887),  Charles  E.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was 
born  March  12,  1824),  Samuel  O.  (was  born  Janu- 
ary 30,  1827),  William  H.  (was  born  October  21, 
1831),  Annaliza  (born  July  12,  1833)  and  Joseph 
(born  December  14,  1838).  Mr.  Canfield  died  in 
New  York  State  in  1879,  and  his  widow  is  still  sur- 
viving and  resides  in  Fairfield  County,  Conn.,  at 
the  advanced  age  of  ninety  one  years.  They  were 
both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  on 
a  farm  in  York  State  and  attended  school  at  Lewis- 
borough.      In  1845  he  staited  out  in  life  for  himself 
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by  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  later 
entered  the  mercantile  business.  In  1851  he  was 
married,  choosing  as  his  companion  in  life  Miss  Car- 
rie L.,  daughter  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Olmstead) 
Osboru,  the  former  born  in  1809  and  died  Decem- 
ber 14,  1867,  and  the  latter  born  in  1809  and  died  in 
January,  both  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  She  was  born  November  21,  188 1 .  in  New 
York  City,  one  of  six  children,  viz.:  Carrie  L., 
David  (born  in  1834),  Clara  E.  (born  in  1837),  Kate 
(born  in  1840).  Mary  (born  in  1846),  Libbie  K. 
(born  in  1849).  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Cantield  re- 
mained in  New  York  State  for  about  five  years  and 
then  went  to  Bridgeport,  Conn. ,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  mercantile  business  and  reared  his  family. 
In  1871  he  immigrated  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  set- 
tling in  Harvard  Township  on  160  acres  of  land. 
The  union  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cantield  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  children,  two  of  whom  are  still  living. 
They  are:  Charles  S.  (born  November  29,  1852,  who 
is  married  and  has  a  family,  and  lives  in  Bridgeport, 
Conn.),  William  E.  (born  June  14,  1S5(),  is  married 
and  has  one  child,  and  lives  at  home  with  parents) 
and  Jennie  L.  (born  November  20.  1859,  and  died 
February  7,  1883).  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cantield 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Socially  Mr.  Cantield  is  an  Odd  Fellow, 
and  politically  an  Independent,  and  is  actively  in- 
terested in  all  enterprises  for  the  good  of  his  com- 
munity. 

Lorenzo  R.  Chapman.  This  prominent  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  is  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  Wind 
ham  Township,  Portage  County,  Ja;iuary  25, 1834, 
a  son  of  Chauncey  and  Martha  (Maynard)  Chap- 
man, both  natives  of  Connecticut.  The  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Paris  and 
Windham  Townships,  conuty  of  his  birth.  He 
was  given  a  good  English  education,  taking  two 
terms  in  the  academy  of  his  native  town.  At  the 
age  of  seventeen  years  he  commenced  learning  the 
trade  of  a  blacksmith,  entering  the  shop  of  Wilson 
Messenger,  in  the  center  of  Windham.  He  stopped 
here  for  two  years  when  he  started  out  as  a  jour- 
neyman, working  at  first  under  instruction,  finally 
settling  in  Ravenna,  same  State,  in  the  carriage  fac- 
tory of  N.  D.  Clarke  &  Co.      Here  he  remained  for 


two  years  when  he  went  to  Trumbull  County, 
working  in  another  carriage  factory  for  a  short 
time.  In  1S58  he  made  a  trip  to  Michigan  and 
Wisconsin  looking  for  farm  land,  but  returned 
home  without  purchasing,  and  in  the  fall  of  1859 
he  came  west  to  Missouri  with  his  brother,  Charles 
H. ,  settling  in  the  (hen  village  of  Macon  City, 
where  he  followed  his  trade  until  the  spring  of 
1860,  when  he  went  to  Kirksville,  Adair  County, 
and  worked  at  his  trade.  In  the  fall  of  the  sanje 
year,  becoming  alarmed  at  the  hostility  evinced  Ijy 
the  sympathizers  of  the  Southern  cause,  he  re 
moved,  going  to  Palmyra,  same  State;  after  stay 
ing  there  but  a  short  time  he  went  to  Adams 
County,  111.,  where  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army,  May  4,  1861,  and  on  the  24th  was  mustered 
into  the  United  States  service  by  Capt.  Pitcher,  in 
Company  H,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry,  Capt. 
William  Petrie,  commander,  under  Col.  C.  F. 
Smith,  serving  in  the  Western  division,  chiefly  in 
Missouri.  While  in  this  State  he  engaged  in  sev- 
eral hard  skirmishes:  They  were  under  tire  of  the 
Southern  force  at  Monroe  Station  while  guarding 
bridges  in  that  locality.  They  quartered  in  St. 
Joseph  and  fortified  the  city  until  January  24, 
1862,  then  went  to  Cairo,  111.  In  March  they 
commenced  operations  for  the  capture  of  Island 
No.  10,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  John  Pope; 
moved  upon  Island  No.  10  in  the  night  l)y  attack- 
ing its  flanking  position,  New  Madrid.  The  place 
was  defended  by  strong  earth  works,  one  heavy 
fort  and  six  gun  boats  in  the  river.  "The  Union 
force  in  front.  Tenth  and  Sixteenth  Illinois  In 
fantry,  were  under  a  fiirious  cannonade  from  day- 
light until  dark  of  that  day,  and  the  bursting  of 
the  heavy  shells  close  to  our  heads  deafened  me 
so  I  have  never  fully  recovered.  The  following 
night  the  rebel  forces  defending  the  town  and 
island  promptly  evacuated  both  places  and  tried  to 
escape  down  the  river  but  were  overtaken  and 
about  8,000  of  them  wore  captured  at  Tiptonville. 
The  Tenth  and  Sixteenth  Illinois  Regiments  of 
Infantry  were  in  advance  in  all  these  movements 
for  the  capture  of  Island  No.  10.  They  then  has- 
tened to  re-enforce  Gen.  Grant  at  Shiloh,  and 
were  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Halleck  during 
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the  siege  of  Corinth.  In  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
under  Gen.  Palmer,  we  marched  around  from 
Missacro  Settlement,  Ala. ,  to  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  and 
remained  there  during  the  winter  of  1862-63,  and 
fortified  and  held  the  place  while  Gen.  Buell  fell 
back  with  his  main  army  to  the  Ohio  River,  and 
wore  there  without  outside  communication  until 
Gen.  Rosecrans  returned  from  the  North  in  com- 
mand of  Buell's  army  in  the  spring  of  1863.  We 
were  on  the  left  flank  of  the  army,  guarding  a  ford 
across  Duck  River  at  the  battle  of  Stone  River, 
in  hearing  of  the  guns,  but  were  not  engaged. 
We  then  took  part  in  the  Chattanooga  camimign, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  were  on  the 
flank  of  the  army.  About  this  time  Wheeler's 
cavalry  (rebel)  captured  and  destroyed  a  whole 
supply  train  and  for  about  four  months  we  were 
on  quarter  rations  and  nearly  starved  out.  In  the 
fall  of  1863  Gen.  Grant  took  command  and  drove 
the  enemy  from  Lookout  Mountain  and  Missionary 
Ridge.  We  went  into  winter  quarters  at  Ross 
ville,  Ga.  I  was  then  sent  back  to  Quincy,  111., 
to  recruit  for  Company  H,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infan- 
try. Soon  the  whole  regiment  came  back  on 
thirty  days'  veteran  furlough.  I  returned  to  the 
front  with  the  regiment  and  re-enlisted  at  the  old 
camp,  Rossville,  and  went  home  to  Ohio  on  thirty 
days'  furlough.  On  expiration  of  my  furlough  I 
overtook  the  regiment  at  Big  Shanty,  Ga. ,  on  the 
Atlanta  campaign.  While  at  Kenesaw  Mountain 
lying  on  the  ground  in  front  of  our  brigade  bat- 
tery of  six  ten-pound  Parrott  guns,  battery  firing 
over  our  heads,  the  sharp  crack  of  the  guns  hurt 
my  hearing  for  the  second  time  and  I  am  slightly 
deaf  in  both  ears  at  present.  While  Sherman  was 
moving  on  Hood's  rear  at  Jonesboro  I  went  to  a 
spring  outside  the  lines  with  canteens  and  a  coffee 
can  for  water.  The  spring  was  between  the  steep 
banks  of  a  willow  fringed  run  I  filled  my  vessels 
with  fresh,  pure  water  and  came  up  in  sight, 
through  the  bushes  a  short  distance  from  me,  of  a 
squad  of  rebel  cavalry  waiting  for  me  to  come  up. 
They  called  for  me  to  halt  and  surrender,  but,  as  I 
was  nearer  our  lines  than  they,  it  did  not  suit  my 
complexion  to  do  so.  I  started  for  camp  with  the 
best  speed  I  could  muster,  swinging  my  hand  hold- 


ing the  coffee  can  vigorously  in  my  haste  to  get 
farther  away  from  them.  The  water  flew  in  spray 
all  over  me  from  the  open  can,  while  the  rebel 
squad  all  discharged  their  rifles  at  me  at  short 
range,  bxit  dare  not  pursue  as  I  was  so  near  camp. 
Our  pickets  were  just  being  put  on  jjost  and  they 
commenced  firing  on  the  rebels  who  got  out  of 
range  in  as  much  haste  as  I  had  done  a  moment 
before.  I  was  not  hit  by  any  of  their  shots  and  I 
think  now  it  must  have  been  due  to  the  dust  fi'om 
my  heels  and  the  spray  of  water  from  the  coffee 
can  that  hid  the  target  to  such  a  degree  that  they 
didn't  have  a  fair  chance  to  aim.  In  a  short  time 
I  arrived  safe  in  camp,  clear  out  of  wind,  covered 
with  water  and  dust,  my  canteens  all  right,  but 
coffee  can  empty.  If  captured  I  should  have  been 
obliged  to  board  with  Jeff  Davis  a  while  at  some 
of  his  health  resorts,  such  as  Andersonville,  Libby 
or  Bell  Isle,  and  I  was  never  willing  to  accept  his 
hospitality.  We  were  in  the  charge  of  the  Four- 
teenth Corps  at  Jonesboro  and  routed  Hood's 
forces  and  compelled  the  evacuation  of  Atlanta  by 
Gen.  Hood's  force,  then  went  into  camp  near  the 
city  of  Atlanta,  while  the  army  refitted  for  the 
march  to  the  sea.  We  arrived  at  Savannah,  Ga., 
in  December,  1864,  went  into  camp  a  short  time, 
then  started  on  the  return  march  across  South  and 
North  Carolina  to  Goldsboro,  N.  C.  On  the  way 
we  had  a  sharp  skirmish  at  Averasboro,  N.  C, 
and  a  severe  fight  between  the  enemy  and  the 
Fourteenth  Army  Corps,  where  two  brigades  of  the 
Second  Division  were  charged  by  the  enemy  and 
nearly  surrendered,  but  drove  the  enemy  back  on 
all  sides  with  heavy  losses.  In  this  engagement 
the  writer  had  two  men  shot  by  his  side,  Samuel 
A.  Metcalf  killed  and  Peter  Hines  wounded,  of 
Company  H,  Sixteenth  Illinois  Infantry.  We  lay 
that  night  in  the  thick  pine  woods,  with  the  rebel 
wounded  between  the  lines  calling  and  pleading 
in  a  pitiful  manner  for  water  and  help.  The  fol- 
lowing night  Johnston  withdrew  his  force  from 
our  front  and  we  went  on  to  Goldsboro  and  formed 
junction  with  the  Twenty  third  Army  Corps.  We 
followed  Johnston's  retreating  army  slowly  toward 
Rolla,  N.  C.  While  here  news  reached  us  of  the 
surrender  of  Lee's  forces  and  a  grand  jollification 
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took  placo.  Tbo  news  of  the  assassination  of  Pres- 
ident Ahraluim  Lincoln  reached  us  there.  On  this 
occasion  the  army  was  in  a  most  desperate,  sullen 
and  gloomy  mood,  and  would  have  fought  with 
desperate  valor.  After  the  surrender  of  Gen. 
Johnston  to  Gen.  Sherman  we  started  for  Wash- 
ington, D.  C,  and  passed  through  Richmond  on 
the  way.  We  remained  at  Washington  a  while 
and  went  through  the  grand  review  on  Pennsyl  • 
vania  Avenue,  and  were  then  sent  to  Louisville, 
Ky.,  being  discharged  from  service  on  July  8, 
1865.  I  served  through  the  war  as  a  private 
and  non-commissioned  officer,  being  mustered  out 
wearing  the  stripes  of  sergeant.  We  were  then 
sent  to  Springfield,  111.,  and  there  disbanded.  I 
then  went  to  Quincy,  111.,  and  engaged  to  work  in 
a  machine  shop  for  the  firm  of  Sylvester  &  Warleli. 
In  the  fall  of  1865  I  went  to  Andrew  County,  Mo., 
and  purchased  8'27  acres  of  land  for  myself  and 
brothers,  Charles  H.,  Robert  R.  and  Thomas  C. 
I  worked  in  the  city  of  St.  Joseph  in  the  winter  of 
1865-66,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Dempsey  part  of 
the  time,  and  then  in  the  wagon  factory  of  E. 
Button.  In  the  spring  of  1866  I  returned  to 
Hiram,  Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  engaged  inUack- 
smithing,  remaining  there  until  the  spring  of 
1868,  and  returned  to  Missouri,  with  the  wives 
of  my  brothers,  Robert  R.  and  Charles  H. ,  Thomas 
C.  remaining  in  Ohio.  In  the  fall  of  1872  I  re- 
moved to  Clay  Coianty,  Neb. ,  and  homesteaded  my 
present  farm,  and  have  remained  here  ever  since." 
Mr.  Chapman  now  owns  besides  his  home  place 
the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  29,  the  north  half 
of  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  32,  in  this 
township.  March  6,  1874.  he  was  married  to 
Selonua  A.  Newcomb,  born  August  4,  1845,  in  the 
same  county  of  her  hn,sband's  birth,  a  daughter  of 
Timothy  J.  and  Frinda  (Goodell)  ISfewcomb,  both 
natives  of  Ohio,  and,  not  having  any  children  of 
their  own,  adopted  the  daughters  of  Thomas  G. 
Chapman,  their  father  and  mother  both  being  dead. 
Their  names  are  Mariam  F.  and  Lucy  I.  Chapman. 
Mr.  Chapman  is  a  Prohibitionist;  he  was  formerly 
a  Republican  and  held  the  office  of  school  director 
for  several  terms.  Both  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of    the   Christian    Church  at    Fairfield. 


Mr.  Chapman  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. He  was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  this 
county,  and  it  is  by  his  own  endeavors  and  hard 
work  that  he  has  accumulated  his  possessions. 
His  home  is  large  and  comfortable;  his  barn  and 
granaries  are  large  and  well  filled.  He  has  a  gootl 
bearing  orchard  of  150  apple  trees.  He  planted 
a  large  peach  orchard  of  1,000  trees,  which  died 
owing  to  the  excessively  cold  winters.  His  home 
is  encircled  by  a  beautiful  grove,  containing  8,000 
shade  trees,  and  the  400  acres  of  land  which  he 
possesses  is  all  tillable  and  well  watered  and  easy 
to  cultivate. 

Hon.  Samuel  W.  Christy,  attorney  at  law,  Ed- 
gar, Neb.  This  profession  is  the  most  momentous 
and  important  of  human  callings,  and  he  who 
takes  upon  himself  the  practice  of  it  assumes  the 
weightiest  responsibilities  that  the  confidence  and 
trust  of  his  fellow-men  can  put  upon  his  shoul- 
ders. It  brings  into  play  the  most  brilliant  tal- 
ents, the  most  extensive  knowledge,  the  strongest 
sentiments,  moral,  spiritual,  material,  and  its 
power  for  good  or  evil  is  vast  and  invincible.  As 
a  gentleman  whose  career  has  been  above  criticism 
and  whose  ability  places  him  in  the  front  rank  of 
the  western  bar  is  Mr.  Christy.  He  was  born  in 
Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  June  20,  1856,  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Margaret  A.  (Harper)  Christy,  natives 
of  Harrison  County,  Ohio.  Hon.  S.  W.  Christy 
was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  State  and 
county,  and  in  his  youth  secured  an  excellent  En- 
glish education.  In  1873,  with  the  energy  which 
had  ever  characterized  his  actions,  he  came  west- 
ward, and  until  1875  was  a  resident  of  Nemaha 
County,  Neb.,  after  which  he  moved  to  Clay 
County  and  worked  at  manual  labor  and  attended 
school  until  1877.  In  the  fall  of  1 878  he  commenced 
the  study  of  law  with  a  view  to  making  it  a  pro- 
fession, and  began  his  studies  in  the  law  office  of 
M.  H.  Edgington,  of  Edgar,  Neb.,  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  November  17,  1880,  and  was  a  law  part- 
ner of  Mr.  Edgington  until  1884,  since  which  time 
he  has  remained  alone.  He  is  considered  one  of 
the  able  lawyers  of  the  State,  and  displays  much 
ability  and  sagacity  in  the  management  of  the 
cases  which    come   under    his   control.       He    has 


^=^ 


^ 


CLAY  COUNTY. 


427 


always  been  a  stanch  Republican  in  politics  and 
has  taken  an  active  and  prominent  part  in  tbe  polit- 
ical affairs  of  Clay  County,  and  in  1888  was  elected 
by  his  party  as  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 
Forty-second  district  to  the  State  Legislature,  and 
served  with  honor  and  distinction  in  the  Twenty - 
first  General  Assembly  of  that  body.  He  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  miscellaneous  subjects 
and  served  on  other  important  committees.  March 
'22,  1879,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jen- 
nie Ellis,  a  native  of  Ohio,  by  whom  he  is  the 
father  of  three  children:  Pearl  M.,  Winnafred 
and  Gwendoline.  Mr.  Christy  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  has  held  prominent  positions  in 
each  of  these  orders. 

Elijah  Post  Church  (deceased).  On  January  13, 
1888,  there  died  at  his  home  in  Clay  Connty,  Neb., 
Elijah  Post  Church,  a  man  who  had  gained  for 
himself  a  reputation  which  left  no  doubt  as  to  his 
standing  and  character  as  a  citizen.  He  was  born 
in  Trumbull  Township,  Cortland  County,  N.  Y. , 
Septeml)or  25,  1818,  and  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  when  twelve  years  of 
age.  There  he  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood, 
and  there  he  was  married  on  October  14,  1840,  to 
Miss  Caroline  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Honeoye  Falls, 
N.  y.,  born  on  March  17,  1821.  During  his  res 
idence  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  Mr.  Church 
gave  his  attention  to  farming,  and  in  about  1853  or 
1854  removed  to  Toledo,  then  resided  in  Michigan 
for  a  few  years,  then  in  Chicago,  and  a  few  years 
in  Mattoon,  111.  While  in  Toledo,  Ohio,  and  Midi 
igan  he  followed  the  drug  business,  in  Chicago  the 
commission  business,  and  in  Mattoon  he  was  the 
proprietor  of  a  hotel  and  also  did  a  notion  bus- 
iness. In  1866,  on  account  of  his  daughter's 
poor  health,  he  removed  to  Anoka,  Minn.  Re- 
turning to  Illinois  in  1870  he  located  in  Watseka, 
but  in  1872  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in 
Beatrice,  where  he  embarked  in  the  frirniture  bus- 
iness. In  August,  1 873,  he  moved  to  Sutton,  where 
for  eight  years  he  was  the  proprietor  of  the  old 
Clark  House,  a  very  popular  hotel  at  that  place. 
In  Noveiflber,  1881,  he  removed  to  Harvard,  where 
for  one  year  he  was  proprietor  of  the  Metropolitan 


House,  and  afterward  was  engaged  in  the  drng  bus- 
iness, which  he  carried  on  until  his  death.  His 
wife's  death  occurred  on  June  6,  1S84.  Three 
children  were  born  to  their  marriage.  The  first 
two  were  each  called  Cordelia  Emogene,  the  first 
having  died  before  the  second  was  born.  The 
second  one  bearing  that  name  married  Rev. 
Thomas  Walter  Brookbank,  a  graduate  of  Garrett 
Biblical  Institute,  Evan.ston,  111.,  and  a  minister  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Brookbank 
subsequently  served  as  county  superintendent  of 
schools  in  Clay  County,  Neb.  His  wife  died  Jan- 
uary 15,  1877,  leaving  an  only  child  named  Belle 
Hurlbut,  who  is  now  a  young  lady  of  fifteen.  The 
thirc\  and  only  living  child  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Church 
is  Miss  Mira  Rosalthe,  who  occupies  the  family 
residence  in  Harvard.  Mr.  Church  was  a  member 
of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  was  one  of  the 
oldest  Odd  Fellows  in  the  State.  In  politics  he 
was  a  Republican.  He  possessed  a  genial  nature 
and  had  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends,  there  be 
ing  probably  no  man  in  Clay  County  more  exten 
sively  or  favorably  known  in  the  county.  His  life 
was  one  worthy  of  emulation  and  his  memory  is 
cherished  by  the  public.  He  together  with  his 
wife  and  daughter  ai-e  interred  at  Sutton,  Neb. 

Martin  V.  B.  Clark,  M.  D.,  third  son  of  David 
and  Ximena  Clark,  was  born  in  Parma,  Cuyaho- 
ga County,  Ohio,  April  28,  1840,  of  Connecticut 
parentage.  He  commenced  his  education  at  the 
district  school  and  pursued  it  during  the  winters 
at  Baldwin  University,  and  in  the  summer  studied 
and  worked  on  the  farm.  He  enlisted  under  Lin 
coin's  first  call  for  three  years'  troops  as  a  private 
in  Company  C  (Oberlin  company),  Seventh  Regi- 
ment Ohio  Volunteers,  on  June  20,  1861,  going  di- 
rectly from  his  father's  corn-field  into  the  regiment 
at  Camp  Dennison,  Ohio,  with  which  he  marched 
a  few  days  afterward  for  Virginia.  He  was  later 
transferred  to  and  was  honorably  discharged  as 
sergeant  of  artillery  of  the  Eighth  Ohio  Independ 
ent  Battery.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
to  farm  life,  and  was  married  on  July  4,  1866,  to 
Miss  Mary  D.  Henry,  eldest  daughter  of  Robert 
\^■ .  and  Francis  C.  Henry,  of  Parma,  Ohio.  Their 
children  were  Allie  E.,  Mamie  L.  (deceased),  Edith 
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ami  Ruth.  Dr.  Clark  graduated  in  pharmacy  at 
Baldwin  University  on  February  4,  1867,  receiving 
the  degree  of  l:)achelor  of  medicine,  and  graduat- 
ing in  medicine  in  the  Cleveland  Medical  College 
on  February  28,  1809.  He  was  professor  of  phar- 
macy and  toxicology  at  Baldwin  University,  Ohio, 
for  a  period  of  five  years,  and  was  a  member  of  the 
convention  to  revise  the  United  States  Pharmaco- 
pceia  for  1870.  Subsequently  he  emigrated  to 
Nebraska,  and  with  his  brother  bought  out  the  town 
of  and  settled  at  Sutton,  Neb.,  on  November  25, 
1871.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneer  physicians  and 
druggists  of  Clay  County.  In  the  year  1873  he 
was  elected  coroner,  served  six  years,  and  has  held 
the  office  of  United  States  pension  surgeon,  com- 
missioner of  insanity,  and  was  one  of  the  first  five 
trustees  of  the  village  of  Sutton,  being  twice  re- 
elected to  the  last  named  office.  He  was  post 
commander  of  the  Sutton  Post  of  the  Gr.  A.  R., 
and  president  of  the  Sutton  board  of  education. 
In  July,  1881,  he  made  the  chemical  analysis  for 
the  State  vs.  Anderson,  for  the  poisoning  of  J.  S. 
Johnson  with  arsenic,  which  occurred  near  Sutton. 
Subsequently  he  was  em])loyed  by  the  State  in  the 
following  cases  of  criminal  poisoning:  State  vs. 
Lee,  Saline  County,  for  poisoning  with  strychnine ; 
State  vs.  Rath,  for  poisoning  with  strychnine,  Clay 
County;  State  ws.  Morse,  Gage  County,  for  poison- 
ing with  strychnine,  which  resulted  in  a  conviction 
of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  but  owing  to  an  in 
formality  in  the  verdict  a  new  trial  was  granted. 
A  second  trial  resulted  in  a  disagreement  of  the 
jury,  and  the  third  trial  is  now  pending;  the  State 

vs.  ,  Nuckolls  County,  corrosive  sublimate, 

wherein  a  Miss  Carrie  Eisley  was  supposed  to  have 
been  poisoned  by  mistake  of  a  druggist;  in  all  five 
cases.  Dr.  Clark  was  elected  to  the  York,  (Neb.) 
Seminary-^afterward  college — as  lecturer  on  nat- 
ural science;  is  a  member  of  Nebraska  State  Medi- 
cal Society,  and  the  Nebraska  State  Railroad  Sur- 
geons' Society.  He  has  been  chairman  of  the  for- 
mer in  the  section  of  medical  jurisprudence  and 
toxicology,  and  a  member  of  the  section  in  surgery. 
He  is  the  assistant  surgeon  at  Sutton  for  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  and  Union 
Pacific  Railroad.      Dr.  Clark  is  a  careful  and  safe 


physician  and  surgeon,  and  one  of  the  fir^t  chem- 
ists of  this  portion  of  Nebraska. 

Orville  C.  Clark.  Prominent  among  the  estab 
lishments  of  Harvard,  Neb.,  which  add,  strength 
and  importance  to  her  already  enviable  reputation, 
is  the  grocery  house  belonging  to  Mr.  Clark,  and 
although  he  is  a  young  man  and  has  only  been  in 
business  here  since  the  fall  of  1888,  he  is  already 
well  known  in  mercantile  establishments.  He  was 
bom  in  Shelby  County,  Ky. ,  on  the  11th  of  August, 
1852,  and  is  a  son  of  Drury  and  Amanda  (Camp 
bell)  Clark,  the  former  born  in  Shelby  County, 
Ky.,  and  the  latter  in  Ripley  County,  Ind.  They 
were  married  in  the  latter  county  in  1851,  and 
became  the  parents  of  the  following  children: 
Orville  C,  Sallie,  Kansas,  Eva,  Rosa  J.,  Charles 
M.  and  Oda  A.  The  father  of  these  children  was 
twice  married,  their  mother  being  his  second  wife. 
His  first  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  chil- 
dren: John  W.,  Thomas  and  William  H.,  the  first 
named  being  the  only  one  now  living.  The  father, 
who  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  died  in  Hen- 
dricks County,  Ind.,  February  17,  1875,  but  his 
widow  survives  him  and  makes  her  home  in  Har- 
vard, Neb.,  with  her  son,  Orville  C.  When  the 
latter  was  but  two  years  of  age  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Hendricks  County,  Ind.,  and  here  spent 
his  boyhood  and  youth  on  a  farm.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  received  in  the  district  schools,  and  in 
early  manhood  he  learned  the  plasterer's  trade. 
When  twenty-one  years  of  age  he  went  to  Indian 
apolis,  Ind.,  and  for  one  year  was  employed  as  a 
clerk  in  a  dry  goods  establishment,  after  which  he 
returned  to  Hendricks  County,  where  he  followed 
farming  for  a  few  years.  He  next  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  the  town  of  Pittsboro,  Ind.. 
but  after  remaining  there  two  years  he  came  to 
Harvard,  Neb.,  and  after  working  in  a  dry  goods 
e.stablishment  here  for  about  five  years  he  clerke<l 
in  a  grocery  store  for  some  nine  months,  and  in 
the  fall  of  1888  opened  an  establishment  of  his 
own,  being  associated  in  business  with  his  brother- 
in  law,  James  S.  Catterson,  the  firm  name  being 
Clark  &  Catterson.  They  keep  a  full  and  excel- 
lent line  of  goods,  and  are  in  a  position  fo  meet  all 
competition  and  make  prices  as  low  as  the  lowest. 
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Mr.  Clark  was  married  in  Hendricks  County,  Ind., 
October  17,  1874,  to  Miss  Romera  Jesse,  a  native 
of  Shelby  County,  Ky.,  born  May  5,  1853.  They 
have  four  children:  Nora,  born  September  20, 
1876;  Guthrie  D.,  born  April  12,  187U;  Claud, 
born  December  3,  1880,  and  Raymond,  born  June 
27,  1888.  Mr.  Clark  has  alvpays  been  a  Republican 
in  his  political  views,  and  as  a  citizen  no  less  than 
as  a  business  man  he  has  won  many  warm  friends. 
William  E.  Close  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  his 
birth  occurring  at  Three  Rivers  in  1834,  he  be- 
ing the  eldest  son  of  Teris  and  Hannah  (Gray) 
Close,  both  natives  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
They  were  both  reared  and  married  in  that  State, 
and  shortly  after  their  marriage,  which  occurred 
when  Mr.  Close  was  about  twenty-three  years  of 
age,  he  moved  to  Michigan,  and  here  gave  his  at- 
tention to  tilling  the  soil.  The  fruits  of  his  mar- 
ried life  were  two  children:  William  E.  and  Sarah 
E. ,  the  latter  dying  at  about  the  age  of  six  years. 
After  residing  in  this  State  until  about  1845  they 
returned  to  their  former  home  and  there  he  spent 
the  rest  of  his  days.  He  was  an  active  Republican 
in  politics.  William  E.  Close  olitained  a  fair 
knowledge  of  Viooks  in  York  State,  and  when  sev- 
enteen years  of  age  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand  in  Wisconsin.  On  the  opening  of  the  Civil 
war  he  dropped  all  work  to  enlist  in  Company  I, 
First  United  States  Sharpshooters,  and  was  an  act- 
ive participant  in  the  battles  of  Yorktown  (Va.), 
Big  and  Little  Bethel,  Chickahominy  Swamp,  Seven 
Pines,  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  and  many  others. 
He  was  wounded  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run, 
in  the  left  hip,  which  resulted  in  permanent  injui-y, 
and  was  discharged  at  New  Y'ork  City  in  1863,  hav- 
ing been  in  the  service  nearly  two  years.  In  1805 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Pester,  a  daughter 
of  Josiah  and  Mariah  Pester,  and  to  them  a  family 
of  live  children  have  been  born:  AdeJbert,  Willie, 
Frank  M. ,  Charley  and  Martha.  After  the  war  Mr. 
Close  turned  his  attention  to  farming  in  Wisconsin, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1870  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb., 
and  took  up  his  present  farm  under  the  homestead 
law.  His  land  is  in  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation, 
and  he  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  breeding 
Short-horn  cattle  and  Poland  China  hogs.      He  is 


also  a  successful  fi-uit-grower  and  is  much  pleased 
with  the  result  of  his  labors  in  Nebraska.  He  is  a 
Prohibitionist  in  politics,  is  one  of  the  school  board 
of  his  district,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Frank  M.  Coleman  is  the  efficient  publisher  of 
the  Edgar  Post,  which  is  one  of  the  most  inHu 
ential  papers  in  this  section  of  the  country,  hav- 
ing been  in  existence  since  April  10,  1884.  Mr. 
Coleman  was  born  in  Decorah,  Winneshiek  County, 
Iowa,  October  20,  1859,  and  is  the  third  of  eight 
children  born  to  Dr.  William  F.  and  Jane  (Grout) 
Coleman,  who  were  born  in  the  "Green  Mountain 
State"  and  Canada  respectively.  His  early  ad- 
vantages were  of  the  best  and  he  acquired  an  ex- 
cellent education  in  the  Decorah  Business  College, 
graduating  in  1878.  Being  very  fond  of  and 
having  a  natural  aptitude  for  music  he  determined 
to  make  that  his  calling  through  life,  and  after  de- 
voting much  time  to  the  study  of  this  branch  and 
becoming  very  proficient  he  began  teaching,  com- 
mencing his  professional  career  by  organizing  the 
now  famous  Decorah  Drum  Corps,  which  carried 
off  the  blue  ribbon  in  the  contests  at  Waterloo, 
Dubuque  and  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  and  Nashville, 
Tenn.,  Mobile,  Ala.,  and  New  Orleans,  La.  Mr. 
Coleman  was  next  on  the  road  for  three  years  with 
a  theatrical  company,  but  finally  in  1887  settled  in 
Minneapolis,  Kas. ,  where  he  engaged  in  contract- 
ing, painting  and  band-teaching,  but  left  that  place 
in  April,  1889,  and  purchased  the  Edgar  Post 
which  has  since  been  under  his  management,  it 
being  now  one  of  the  representative  journals  of  the 
West.  Ou  July  18,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Ada 
L.  McCumber,  a  daughter  of  E.  R.  and  Eliza 
(Youngmau)  McCumber,  who  were  born  in  Ohio 
and  Indiana,  respectively,  his  wife's  birth  occur- 
ring on  November  7,  1808.  Mr.  Coleman  is  a  Re- 
publican in  polities,  in  the  interests  of  which  party 
he  edits  his  paper,  and  he  ia  an  intelligent  and 
popular  gentleman  and  keeps  fully  apace  with  the 
times. 

William  Combs,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Sut- 
ton, Neb.  There  are  many  citizens  represented 
within  the  jjages  of  this  volume  but  none  more  de 
serving  of  mention  than  Mr.  Combs,  who  is  closely 
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associated  with  the  iuterests  of  Clay  County,  in 
every  worthy  particuhir.  He  was  bora  in  Wilkes 
County,  N.  C. ,  on  April  23,  1821,  and  is  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  fourteen  children,  the  result 
of  the  union  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bell)  Combs, 
natives  of  the  same  State  as  subject.  The  latter 
received  limited  educational  advantages  and  re- 
mained on  his  father's  farm  until  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when  he  left  North  Carolina  and  went  to 
Tennessee.  One  year  later  he  moved  to  Rush 
County,  Ind. ,  where  he  remained  for  nine  years, 
when  he  became  desirous  of  moving  farther  west, 
and  consequently,  in  1839,  he  moved  to  Cole 
County,  Mo.  After  remaining  there  one  year  he 
moved  to  Bond  County,  111.,  and  four  years  later  to 
Tipton  County,  Ind.,  thence  four  years  later  to 
Rush  County,  and  Keokuk  Couuty,  Iowa,  in  1853. 
There  he  remained  for  nineteen  years  and  was 
quite  successful.  In  1872  he  moved  to  Miami 
County,  Kas.,  where  he  remained  for  one  year, 
and  then  moved  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  where 
he  purchased  160  acres  from  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad.  In  1844  he  mar- 
ried Miss  Margaret  Legg,  a  native  of  Fayette 
County,  lud.,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Ammou)  Legg,  natives  of  the  Keystone 
State.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Combs  were  born  thir- 
teen children,  eight  of  whom  died  in  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  of  diphtheria,  and  within  twenty-one  days. 
Those  deceased  were  named:  Samuel  H. ,  Rebecca, 
Harriet  E.,  Margaret,  Wesley,  Cecelia,  Alice  and 
Emma.  The  ones  living  are  named:  Thomas  F., 
William  H.,  Newton  J.,  Nina  L.  (widow  of  Wal 
ter  S.  Wilson),  and  Mary  R.  (wife  of  Richard  Mc- 
Donald). When  Mr.  Combs  and  family  first  came 
to  Nebraska,  it  was  in  its  natural,  wild  condition, 
and  his  residence  was  the  sixth  house  in  the  town- 
ship. He  now  has  a  comfortable  residence,  large 
and  substantial  sheds,  numerous  granaries  and 
wind- mills,  and  his  was  the  fir.st  deeded  farm.  He 
has  130  acres  under  cultivation  and  the  balance  in 
pasture.  He  has  planted  a  large  number  of  trees 
around  his  farm  and  has  a  fine  place.  He  is  a  vet 
erinary  surgeon  and  has  followed  this  profession  in 
the  different  localities  where  he  has  made  his  home. 
John  H.  Croft,  Sr. ,  is  a  pioneer  farmer  of  Lone 


Tree  Township,  Clay  County,  Neb.,  having  come 
here  in  1874  from  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Bedford 
County,  Pa.,  March  31,  1819,  and  is  a  son  of 
Daniel  and  Margaret  (Hippie)  Croft,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  lived  and  died.  John 
H.  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and 
was  there  married  in  the  month  of  September, 
1840,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Teeter,  who  was  also  born 
there,  and  about  1845  removed  westward  to  Iowa, 
and  was  engaged  in  grist  and  saw  milling  in  that 
State  for  many  years,  coming  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  in  the  year  above  named.  He  purchased 
120  acres  in  Lone  Tree  Township,  and  by  earnest 
and  persistent  endeavor  has  achieved  a  place 
among  the  agriculturists  of  this  county,  which  is 
by  no  means  an  inferior  one.  He  has  always  iden- 
tified himself  with  all  feasible  enterprises,  and  has 
contributed  liberally  of  his  means  in  their  support. 
Although  formerly  a  Whig  in  his  political  views, 
he  has  been  a  Re{)ul>lican  since  the  organization  of 
the  [)arty,  and  his  first  presidential  vote  was  cast 
for  William  Henry  Harrison.  He  and  his  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  nine 
children:  Mary  A.  (wife  of  Lindon  Coltrain),  Mar- 
garet (wife  of  Jacob  Hager),  Barbara  E.  (wife  of 
.Andrew  J.  Clark),  John  H.,  Caroline  (wife  of 
Nathaniel  Graham),  Eli,  William  T.,  Edward,  and 
Isabel  (wife  of  John  Kirkpatrick). 

John  H.  Croft,  Jr.,  is  entitled  to  a  prominent 
place  in  the  history  of  Clay  County,  for  he  has 
been  usefully  and  prominently  identified  with  its 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  and  with  its 
advancement  in  every  worthy  particular.  He  was 
born  in  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  March  16,  1850, 
and  is  a  son  of  John  H.  and  Elizabeth  (Teeter) 
Croft,  whose  sketch  appears  above.  He  was 
reared  to  manhood  and  learned  the  milling  busi- 
ness of  his  father  in  his  native  State,  but  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  he  started  out  for  himself 
as  a  farmer,  and  in  1878  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  and  entered  320  acres  of  land  in  Sections  20 
and  29  of  Lone  Tree  Township,  which  he  still 
owns.  Farming  has  been  his  chief  business,  and 
the  energetic  manner  in  which  he  has  taken 
advantage  of    all  methods  and  ideas    tending    to 
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enhance  the  value  of  his  property  has  had  a  great 
deal  to  do  with  obtaining  the  competence  he  now 
enjoys.  Like  his  father  he  is  a  Republican,  politi- 
cally, and  socially  he  belongs  to  the  Farmers' 
Alliance."  He  is  now  treasurer  of  his  township, 
and  is  the  present  road  supervisor  of  his  district. 
His  estimable  wife  was  formerly  Miss  Isadore  F. 
Masterton,  born  in  Spencer  County,  Ind.,  No 
vember  15,  1846,  their  union  taking  place  on  May 
14,  1.S68.  She  is  a  daughter  of  Clark  and  Susan 
(Woolen)  Croft,  natives  of  Indiana,  and  by  her 
he  has  three  children:  Adella  J.  (wife  of  Charles 
K.  Spear),  Alpheus  M.  and  James  E. 

Peter  Cruickshank,  postmaster,  Clay  Center, 
Neb.  Mr.  Cruickshank,  a  resident  of  this  county 
for  over  sixteen  years,  is  a  worthy  descendant  of 
an  old  and  highly  respected  Scotch  family.  He, 
himself,  is  a  native  of  the  grand  old  commonwealth 
of  Scotland,  his  birth  having  occurred  there  May 
12,  1846,  and  is  the  son  of  James  and  Anna  (Iron- 
side) Cruickshank,  natives  also  of  Scotland.  Peter 
Cruickshank  was  reared  to  manhood  and  secured  a 
libeial  education  in  his  native  country.  He  took 
passage  for  the  United  States  in  1874,  reached  that 
continent  in  safety,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  remained  until  in  July; 
187U,  when  he  removed  to  Clay  Center.  Since 
then  he  has  been  in  the  postoffice.  Mr.  Cruick- 
shank was  married  April  23,  1874,  to  Miss  Sophia 
Lawrie,  a  native  of  Scotland,  who  has  the  appoint- 
ment of  postmaster,  or  rather  postmistress,  al- 
though Mr.  Cruickshank  fultills  the  duties  of  the 
office.  To  this  union  were  born  three  children: 
James  A. ,  William  S.  and  George  S.  Mr.  Cruick- 
shank is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  K.  of  P.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church  and  is  an  enterprising  and  esteemed 
citizen. 

Sherwood  Culver.  Prominent  among  the  agri- 
culturists of  Clay  County,  Neb., whose  careers  have 
been  both  honorable  and  successful,  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Morris  County,  N.  J. , 
December  13, 1827,  and  is  a  son  of  William  and  Re- 
becca (Culver)  Culver,  also  natives  of  New  Jersey, 
and  of  German  parentage.  Sherwood  Culver  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  there 


his  early  youth  and  manhood  were  spent  in  attend- 
ing the  common  schools  and  in  learning  the  brick 
and  stonemason's  and  plasterer' s  trades,  these  oc 
cupations  being  his  chief  means  of  livelihood  for  a 
number  of  yeai's.  In  September,  1802,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  New 
Jersey  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  a  faithful  serv- 
ant of  "Uncle  Sam"  until  July,  1863.  In  1868 
he  settled  in  Bureau  County.  111.,  and  there  worked 
at  his  trade  for  some  time,  investing  his  savings  in 
real  estate,  and  in  time  became  the  owner  of  a  small 
farm.  He  disposed  of  this  property,  however,  and 
in  March,  1885,  became  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and 
purchased  his  present  fertile  farm  which  he  has 
been  engaged  in  tilling  ever  since.  Mr.  Culver 
is  a  Democrat  in  politics  and  an  anti-monopolist, 
and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  In  the  month  of  February, 
1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Arminda  Nichols,  a 
native  of  the  same  place  as  himself,  but  he  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  in  May,  1883, 
she  having  borne  him  nine  children:  Hugh  M., 
George  C. ,  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Henry  M.  Harris ), 
Jesse  H.,  Adaline,  Clara  (wife  of  Louis  Renfrew), 
John  N.,  Erie,  and  May  (wife  of  James  Ridge- 
way).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Culver  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  Darby  is  one  of  the  well-known  farmers 
of  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  is  extensively  engaged 
in  the  breeding  of  Poland  China  hogs.  He  was 
born  in  Canada.  July  6,  1848,  being  a  son  of  David 
Darby,  a  native  of  Yorkshire,  England.  In  1844 
Mr.  Darby  removed  with  his  family  to  Canada,  and 
after  following  the  tailor's  trade  there  until  1885, 
he  removed  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  with  his  son,  William  Darby.  He 
buried  his  wife  in  March,  1890.  William  Darl)y 
grew  up  to  manhood  in  Canada,  and  in  1865  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  for  a  number  of  years 
was  engaged  in  farming  in  Porter  County,  Ind. 
He  removed  from  there  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in 
Clay  County,  in  the  fall  of  1878.  In  1884  he  pur- 
chased his  present  farm,  which  consists  of  160 
acres,  well  improved,  with  a  good  residence  and  a 
good  barn  and  pigery,  and  other  conveniences,  also 
a  fine  young  orchard  just  beginning  to  bear.      He 
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Las  been  actively  engaged  in  the  breeding  of 
Poland-China  hogs  sioce  the  spring  of  1885.  At 
that  time  he  went  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and 
purchased  his  foundation  stock,  and  has  each  year 
since  that  time  made  purchases  fi-om  the  best  herds 
iQ  Ohio  and  Indiana.  His  herd  consists  of  about 
twenty-live  head  of  registered  stock,  and  about  100 
head  of  young  animals  all  eligible  to  register, 
among  them  are  some  of  the  finest  animals  that 
can  be  found.  He  is  prepared  to  furnish  choice 
stock  to  his  customers  at  all  times  and  at  reason- 
able prices.  He  has  taken  numerous  premiums  at 
different  fairs,  and  has  done  much  to  improve  the 
line  stock  interests  of  Nebraska,  and  especially  in 
Clay  County.  He  also  owns  an  interest  in  a  fine 
imported  English  Shire  stallion,  and  a  Bashaw 
stallion  of  considerable  notoriety.  He  has  a  few 
tine  mares  on  his  farin  rearing  colts.  Mr.  Darby 
is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.  In  1874  he  was  married  to  Sarah  Wors- 
ter,  of  Porter  County,  Ind.  She  was  born  in  Ohio 
and  reared  in  Indiana,  she  being  a  member  of  the 
Christian  Church.  His  farm  is  located  two  and 
one-half  miles  north  of  Edgar,  Clay  County.  Any 
one  wishing  to  inspect  his  herd  can  do  so  in  about 
twenty  minutes'  drive  from  Edgar,  on  a  nice 
smooth  road,  and  will  be  cordially  welcomed  by 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Darby. 

Edward  D.  Davis,  sheriff,  Clay  Center,  Neb. 
Mr.  Davis,  the  popular  sheriff'  of  this  county,  though 
born  in  North  Wales  on  November  10,  1846,  has 
resided  here  since  1878,  and  the  confidence  which 
the  people  repose  in  him  is  therefore  intelligently 
placed.  His  parents,  David  and  Elizabeth  (Hughes) 
Davis,  were  also  both  natives  of  Wales.  The 
father  and  family  came  to  the  United  States  at  an 
early  day,  locating  near  Johnstown,  Pa.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1883  and  the  mother  in  1889, 
she  being  one  of  the  victims  of  the  noted  Johns- 
town flood.  Edward  P.  Davis  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  Pennsylvania,  securing  a  common  school 
education,  and  in  1878  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska. 
He  first  located  at  Glenville,  Clay  County,  where 
he  followed  the  trade  of  blacksmith  until  the  fall 
of  1887,  when  he  was  elected  sheriff  of  Clay  County, 
a  position  he  has  held  by  re  election  to  the  pres- 


ent time.  He  is  an  able  and  efficient  officer,  and 
a  man  of  courage  and  good  judgment.  His  wife 
was  formerly  Miss  Elizabeth  Rees,  a  native  of 
Wales,  whom  he  married  on  May  10,  1871.  Mr. 
Davis  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  always  ad- 
hered closely  to  that  grand  old  party.  In  1863 
he  enlisted  in  the  100  day  service,  and  in  186-1  in 
Company  H,  Eighty-third  Pennsylvania  Volunteer 
Infantry,  serving  as  private  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  He  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. , 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  is  one  of 
the  county's  most  prominent  citizens. 

William  H.  Deeder.  Within  the  limits  of  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  there  is  not  a  man  who  possesses 
a  more  substantial  or  progre.ssive  spirit  than  Mr. 
Deeder,  and  he  has  had  an  active  career  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  and  in  stock-raising,  and  by  his 
progressive  ideas  has  done  not  a  little  for  the  farm 
ing  interests  hereabouts.  He  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1838,  and  is  a  son  of  Isaac  and  Sophia 
Deeder,  who  were  also  born  in  that  State  in  1818 
and  1821,  respectively.  About  1850  the  family 
removed  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  made  their 
home  in  Pike  County  until  the  death  of  his  father. 
William  H.  Deeder  grew  to  manhood  and  received  a 
good  common  school  education  in  Pike  County,  and 
in  the  year  1858  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Sarah  J.  Mountain,  a  daughter  of  James  and  Eliz- 
abeth (Perigo)  Mountain,  natives  of  England.  Mr. 
Deeder  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  his  wife  by 
consumption  in  1863,  she  having  borne  him  one 
child,  Isaac,  who  has  since  died.  In  18(11  Mr. 
Deeder  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Second  Illinois 
Light  Artillery,  United  States  Army,  and  served 
three  years  and  eight  months,  participating  in  the 
following  battles  and  skirmishes:  Fort  Donelson, 
the  second  Fort  Donelson,  Fort  Columbus  (Ky. ), 
Clarksville,  Nashville  (Tenn.)  and  numerous  other 
skirmishes.  He  was  under  Gen.  Grant  when  the 
river  was  opened  from  Cairo  to  Donelson,  thence 
to  Clarksville  and  from  there  to  Nashville,  and  re- 
moved all  the  torpedoes  from  Fort  Columbus,  be- 
ing a  member  of  a  regiment  that  held  the  river. 
He  was  mustered  out  of  service  in  1865,  returning 
home,  to  Pittsfield,  Pike  County.  111.  He  was  mar 
ried,  August  14,   1864,  to  Miss   Cefrouia  Osborn, 
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I 
a  daughter  of  John  Osborn,  of  Nashville,  Tenn. 
They  have  nine  sons  and  one  daughter.  In  1886 
he  and  his  family  moved  to  Clay  County,  Neb., 
where  they  have  since  resided  on  their  present 
farm,  which  comprises  a  tract  of  160  acres,  all 
tillable  and  well-improved  land,  which  he  has  made 
by  diligence  and  perseverance.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
Samuel  E.  Dillinger,  grain  dealer,  Inland,  Neb. 
Mr.  Dillinger,  one  of  the  most  successful  and  enter- 
prisiog  business  men  of  Inland,  was  born  in  Des  i 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  in  1855,  and  is  the  elder  of  | 
two  children  born  to  the  union  of  Daniel  and  Nancy  [ 
(Davis)  Dillinger,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  John  A.  j 
and  Lucy  Davis.  The  father  was  born  in  West- 
moreland County,  Pa.,  in  1828,  and  was  a  car- 
penter by  trade.  He  was  married  in  Iowa,  in 
1854,  to  Miss  Davis,  and  to  them  were  born  two 
children:  Samiiel  K.,  and  Daniel  W.  (who  is  aow 
living  in  Sherman  County,  Kas. ,  is  married  and 
has  a  family).  The  father  died  in  Iowa  in  1857. 
He  had  followed  the  carpenter  trade  all  his  life, 
but  iu  connection  carried  on  farming  for  some 
time.  Both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Uni- 
versalist  Church.  After  the  death  of  her  husband 
Mrs.  Dillinger  remained  a  widow  for  seven  or  eight 
years,  and  then  married  Christian  Ziegler,  and  is 
now  living  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa.  By  her 
last  marriage  four  children  were  born:  David, 
Lucy,  William  and  Harriet.  The  paternal  grand- 
father was  named  Daniel  Dillinger.  Samuel  K. 
Dillinger  passed  his  school-boy  days  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  in  1874 
started  out  for  himself  as  a  tiller  of  the  soil.  He 
came  west  in  1 877,  settled  in  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and 
was  there  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  until  the 
winter  of  1878,  when  he  returned  to  Iowa.  In  the 
spring  of  the  following  year  he  returned  to  Clay 
County  and  continued  his  former  occupation.  In 
1878  he  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  which  he  be- 
gan immediately  to  improve,  but  this  he  sold  in 
1879.  He  was  married  in  1880  to  Miss  Melissa  B. 
GalJentine,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in  1860, 
and  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and  Sarah  Gallentine. 
Four  children  are  the  result  of  this  marriage:  Sam- 
uel R.,  Helen   L.,  Nellie  M.  and  Otis  W.      From 


1883  to  1884  Mr.  Dillinger  was  engaged  in  mer 
chandising  and  was  very  successful  in  this.  In 
1885  he  again  engaged  in  merchandising,  which 
he  continued  until  1886  and  then  sold  out.  Ho 
embarked  in  the  grain  business  by  himself  in  1888, 
but  in  1889  consolidated  with  Mr.  Ealer  and  con- 
tinued the  same  under  the  firm  name  of  Dillinger 
&  Co.  They  are  doing  a  good  business  and  are 
wide-awake,  live  men.  Mr.  Dillinger  is  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fra- 
ternity, Lodge  No.  44,  Harvard,  Clay  County,  and 
is  a  man  of  energy  and  good,  practical  common 
sense. 

Hon.  John  B.  Dinsmore,  president  of  Sutton  Na- 
tional Bank,  Sutton,  Neb.  Every  life  has  a  history 
of  its  own.  and  although  iu  appearance  it  may  pos 
sess  little  to  distinguish  it  fi-om  others,  yet  the  po- 
litical career  and  experience  of  Mr.  Dinsmore,  as 
well  as  his  popularity  as  a  citizen,  have  contributed 
to  give  him  a  wide  and  popular  acquaintance  with 
nearly  every  citizen  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native 
of  the  Empire  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Chau 
tauqua  County,  on  March  15,  1838,  and  is  the  son 
of  John  B.  and  Harriet  H.  (Alden)  Dinsmore,  na- 
tives, respectively,  of  New  Hampshire  and  New 
York.  The  father  was  born  in  Windom,  August 
14,  1792,  and  died  August  15,  1871.  He  was  by 
occupation  a  farmer,  but  early  in  life  he  spent  four 
years  as  a  sailor  on  the  high  seas.  He  was  a  son 
of  John  Dinsmore,  who  was  born  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, and  who  there  passed  the  closing  scenes  of 
his  life.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was  born  in 
1806,  and  died  in  July,  1876.  She  was  the  third 
wife  of  Mr.  Dinsmore,  and  by  him  became  the 
mother  of  six  children,  of  whom  Hon.  John  B. 
Dinsmore  was  the  eldest.  The  latter  was  reared 
to  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  county,  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  an  education  in  the  dis- 
trict schools,  and  later  was  a  student  at  Grand 
River  Institute,  at  Austinburg,  Ohio.  When 
about  twenty  one  years  of  age  he  spent  a  short 
time  in  Kansas,  and  about  one  and  a  half  years 
in  Saline  County,  Mo.,  but  the  Rebellion  com- 
ing on  he  returned  to  New  York  for  the  purpose  of 
entering  the  service,  and  on  September  20,  1861, 
enlisted  in  Company  I,  Ninth  New  York  Cavalry, 
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aud  served  until  October  20,  1864,  when,  as  second 
lieutenant,  he  was  honorably  discharged.  The  fol- 
lowing year  he  went  on  his  father's  farm  in  York 
State,  and  in  April,  1866,  he  engaged  in  mercan- 
tile pursuits,  which  he  continued  in  that  State  for 
about  six  years.  In  1872  he  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  and  took  a  homestead  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  same.  Since  coming  here  he  has  been  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  1,000  acres  of  well-improved 
land.  He  has  a  fine  herd  of  Short  horn  cattle, 
and  is  engaged  quite  extensively  in  raising  Poland- 
China  hogs.  In  politics  Mr.  Dinsmore  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  aud  in  April,  1873,  he  was  appointed 
to  fill  out  an  unexpired  term  as  county  commis- 
sioner. In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  was  elected 
sheriff  of  Clay  County,  and  served  in  that  position 
one  term.  In  1875  he  was  elected  to  the  position 
of  district  and  county  court  clerk,  and  in  1880  was 
(>l(>cted  to  represent  Clay  County  in  the  Senate  of 
the  Nebraska  General  Assembly.  Upon  the  organ- 
ization he  was  elected  president  pro  tern. ,  was  chair- 
man of  the  committee  on  penitentiaries,  and  intro- 
duced what  is  now  known  as  the  mechanic's  lien 
bill.  On  January  1,1877,  in  partnership  with  L. 
R.  Grimes,  Mr.  Dinsmore  engaged  in  the  banking 
business  under  the  firm  name  of  Grimes  &  Dios- 
more,  and  after  three  years  Mr.  Dinsmore  contin 
ued  the  business  under  the  title  of  J.  B.  Dinsmore 
&  Co.,  until  1887,  when  the  Sutton  National  Bank 
was  organized.  In  March,  1883,  he,  in  company 
with  others,  organized  the  Sutton  Creamery  Asso- 
ciation, of  which  he  has  been  a  member  for  some 
time,  and  of  which,  in  1883,  1884  and  1885,  he 
was  president.  All  these  years  he  has  been  one 
of  the  most  active  members  of  that  body.  He  was 
married  on  April  12,  1865,  to  Miss  Helen  M. 
Matteson,  a  native  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y., 
born  in  1844,  and  the  daughter  of  Victor  M.  and 
Marietta  (Hoag)  Matteson,  natives  of  the  Empire 
State.  Mr.  Dinsmore  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  Evening  Star  Lodge  No.  49,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Mount  Nebo  Commandery  at  Hastings. 
He  is  also  president  of  the  bank  of  Stockham, 
Hamilton  County,  Neb. ,  and  a  member  of  the  G. 
A.  R.  and  Loyal  Legion  of  the  United  States.    He 


is  one  of  the  leading  men  of  Nebraska,  and  a 
prominent  member  of  the  Congregational  Church. 

H.  H.  Disbrow,  harness-dealer.  Harvard,  Neb. 
Man  owes  so  much,  both  in  the  way  of  business 
and  pleasure,  to  that  noble  animal,  the  horse,  that 
any  industry  which  has  for  its  object  the  supplying 
of  the  horse  with  harness,  saddles  or  trappings  for 
his  better  utilization,  should  surely  be  regarded  in 
the  light  of  a  public  benefactor.  At  least,  in  a 
comprehensive  work  of  this  kind,  recognition  must 
be  paid  to  this  important  enterprise.  Among 
those  prominently  engaged  in  this  branch  of 
industry  in  Harvard  is  Mr.  Disbrow,  who  estab- 
lished his  business  here  in  1874.  He  was  born  in 
New  Brunswick,  N.  J.,  December  4,  1853,  and 
is  the  son  of  E.  S.  and  Harriet  E.  (White) 
Disbrow,  the  father  being  a  native  of  New  Jer- 
sey. The  mother  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1864.  H. 
H.  Disbrow  was  the  fifth  of  nine  children  by  his 
father's  first  marriage,  and  early  in  life  was  taken 
to  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Fond  du  Lac.  When  sixteen  years  of  age,  at 
the  above-mentioned  city,  he  began  learning  the 
harness  maker's  trade,  and  came  to  Harvard  in 
1873.  The  following  year  he  began  the  harness- 
maker's  business  in  that  town,  and  there  he  has 
since  continued.  He  always  does  a  good  business 
and  now  employs  three  harness- makers,  carries  a 
complete  stock  of  harness  and  saddles,  etc.,  and  is 
one  of  the  most  successful  business  men  of  the 
place.  His  marriage  occurred  in  1884  to  Miss 
Lottie  Pearsall,  and  they  now  have  three  children: 
Glen,  Claude  and  an  infant  as  yet  unnamed.  In 
polities  he  adheres  to  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Clay  County,  and 
for  ten  years  has  been  engaged  in  the  live  stock 
business.  He  is  also  one  of  the  owners  of  the 
opera  house,  in  which  he  has  one- half  interest. 
He  has  made  his  own  way  in  life,  and  is  one  of  the 
substantial  men  of  Harvard. 

Hon.  James  Donnelly  is  the  present  mayor  of 
the  city  of  Harvard,  Neb. ,  and  he  is  also  a  prom- 
inent hardware  dealer  of  that  place,  and  although 
he  has  only  resided  in  the  place  for  about  six  years 
he  has  identified  himself  with  every  interest  and  is 
recognized  as  a  valuable  and  trustworthy  citizen 
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and  mau  of  business.  His  birth  occurred  in  Ire- 
land August  12,  1844.  In  the  year  1850  he  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Wethersfield,  111.,  and 
on  the  7fch  of  August,  1862,  James  Donnelly  en- 
listed in  the  Union  army,  in  Company  A,  of  the 
One  Hundred  and  Twenty-fourth  Illinois  Vol- 
unteer Infantry,  with  which  he  served  until  May 
16,  1863,  at  which  time  he  was  wounded  in  the 
battle  of  Champion's  Hill,  Miss.,  from  a  gun  shot 
striking  tbe  lower  part  of  his  left  leg,  which  neces- 
sitated its  amputation.  On  the  field  he  was  taken 
prisoner  a  few  days  later,  but  was  paroled  about 
July  1,  and  returned  up  the  river  to  Memphis, 
where  he  remained  in  the  hospital  for  about  two 
weeks.  He  was  then  transferred  to  the  hospital  at 
Jefferson  Barracks,  Mo.,  where  he  was  honorably 
discharged  August  7,  1863,  just  one  year  after  the 
day  he  enlisted.  Prior  to  the  battle  of  Champion's 
Hill  he  had  participated  in  the  battles  of  Port 
Gibson,  Raymond,  and  Jackson,  Miss.,  in  all  of 
which  he  proved  himself  a  brave  and  intrepid  sol- 
dier, and  loyal  in  thought,  word  and  deed  to  his 
country.  Rendered  unfit  for  further  duty  he,  on 
receiving  his  discharge,  returned  to  his  home  in 
Wethersfield,  111.,  where  he  remained  until  1868. 
In  the  spring  of  1864  he  entered  Bryant  &  Strat- 
ton's  Business  College  of  Chicago,  111.,  completing 
a  full  commercial  course  in  the  fall  of  1864  as  well 
as  a  full  course  in  telegraphy.  Upon  returning 
home  he  engaged  in  the  dry  goods  and  grocery 
business  in  connection  with  Charles  Lester,  and 
was  thus  engaged  until  1868,  also  discharging  the 
duties  of  postmaster  from  1865  up  to  that  time. 
He  was  also  collectoi'  of  his  township  from  1864 
to  1867,  and  in  February,  1868,  removed  to  Afton, 
Iowa,  and  for  one  year  was  employed  as  a  book- 
keeper in  a  store.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he 
formed  a  partnership  with  one  of  the  proprietors, 
U.  V.  Matthews,  and  the  firm  of  Matthews  &  Don 
nelly  founded  a  hardware  store  in  Plattsmouth, 
Neb.,  in  February,  1869.  In  the  fall  of  1871  the 
firm  was  dissolved,  and  shortly  after  Mr.  Donnelly 
established  a  like  establishment  at  Crete  and  was 
a  well  known  business  man  of  that  place  until 
1881.  In  May  of  that  year  he  removed  to  Denver, 
Colo.,  where  for  a  little  more  than  two  years  he 


was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  business.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  he  returned  to  Nebraska,  and  in  No- 
vember located  in  Harvard,  where  he  has  ever 
since  been  established  in  business  and  is  a  prom- 
inent and  honored  citizen.  He  was  married  in 
Wethersfield,  111.,  in  September,  1870,  to  Miss 
Delia  S.  Gage,  a  native  of  Norfolk,  St.  Lawrence 
County,  N.  Y.,  born  February  22,  1846,  their  un- 
ion being  blessed  in  the  birth  of  five  children:  May 
J.,  Bertha  G.  (deceased),  Frederick  and  two  oth- 
ers that  died  in  infancy.  The  mother  of  these 
children  passed  fi'om  life  February  29,  1880,  in 
Crete,  Neb.,  and  November  5,  1889,  Mr.  Don- 
nelly was  married  to  Charlotte  Renton,  a  native 
of  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Mary  Renton,  who  were  born,  reared  and 
married  in  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Donnelly  are 
members  of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.  He  has  been  commander  of  his  post  two 
years,  and  is  at  present  master  workman  in  the  lat- 
ter order.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Reputjlican 
in  his  political  views,  and  for  two  years  was  mayor 
of  Crete,  Neb.,  and  served  as  a  member  of  the 
school  board  of  that  city  eight  years.  He  was  sec- 
retary and  trustee  of  Doane  College  at  Crete  for 
three  years,  and  filled  all  these  positions  in  a 
highly  satisfactory  manner.  In  the  spring  of  1886 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  council  in 
Harvard,  and  held  this  position  for  two  years.  In 
April,  1889,  he  was  elected  to  the  position  of 
mayor,  and  he  is  now  discharging  the  duties  of 
that  ofiice  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  concerned. 
He  is  a  .shrewd  and  successful  man  of  business, 
and  is  a  man  of  undoubted  honesty  and  integrity, 
well  and  favorably  known  throughout  Clay  County. 
Byron  H.  Dunn,  treasurer.  Clay  Center,  Neb. 
Mr.  Dunn,  the  present  efficient  incumbent  of  the 
oiiice  of  county  treasurer,  owes  his  nativity  to 
Carroll  County,  111.,  where  his  birth  occurred  Sep- 
tember 18, 1849,  and  his  paj-ents,  Samuel  S.  and  Mar 
tha  B.  (Holman)  Dunn,  are  both  natives  of  York 
State.  Byron  H.  Dunn  was  reared  and  educated  in 
his  native  county,  following  the  occupation  of  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  until  the  fall  of  1880,  when 
he  emigrated  to  Nebraska.     He  located  on  a  farm  on 
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the  main  line  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Raih-oad,  midway  between  Suttou  and  Harvard,  in 
Clay  County,  and  became  the  owner  of  560  acres 
of  as  good  land  as  there  is  to  be  found  in  the 
county.  Mr.  Dunn  is,  and  always  has  been,  a 
stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  has 
taken  quite  an  active  interest  in  the  political 
affairs  of  the  county,  having  been  elected  school 
and  township  treasurer  of  Lewis  Township.  In 
November,  1889,  he  was  elected  by  his  party  to  the 
office  of  county  treasurer,  which  position  he  now 
fills  to  the  satisfaction  of  all.  It  is  but  saying  the 
truth  when  the  statement  is  made  that  no  more 
capable  man  for  the  position  could  be  found  than 
Mv.  DiTun.  He  is  pojaular  with  all,  kind  and 
courteous  in  his  intercourse  with  his  fellow-men  (a 
secret,  no  doubt,  of  his  gieat  popularity),  and 
always  willing  to  aid  any  enterprise  which  tends  to 
the  interest  of  his  adopted  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried March  24,  1870,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Trail,  a  na- 
tive of  Maryland,  and  to  them  have  been  born  four 
living  children:  Sherman  H.,  Howard  L.,  Reuben 
B.  and  Clarence  B.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Ma- 
sonic fraternity  and  is  a  man  universally  respected. 
William  Ealer,  grain  dealer,  Inland,  Neb.  This 
prominent  business  man,  a  member  of  the  firm 
of  Dillinger  &  Co.,  was  born  in  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  in  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert 
Ealer  and  the  grandson  of  Abraham  and  Mary 
(Trail)  Ealer.  His  grandparents  both  came  from 
England,  being  among  the  first  settlers  of  the 
country,  and  located  at  Easton.  Northampton 
County,  Pa.,  about  the  year  1750.  Robert 
Ealer  was  born  in  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  in 
1808,  and  was  a  carpenter  by  trade.  He  also 
farmed  some  in  his  younger  days  and  was  married 
in  aboiit  1836  to  Miss  Rebecca  Frey,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  1818,  and  the  daughter  of 
Jacob  Frey,  also  of  the  Keystone  State.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Ealer  were  born  seven  children:  Jane, 
Edwin,  William,  Henry,  John  P.,  Matilda  C.  and 
Ellen.  The  father  of  these  children  is  still  living 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  the  mother  died  in  that  State 
in  1861,  in  the  same  county  in  which  her  liirth  oc- 
ciirred  She  was  a  member  of  the  Lntlieran 
Church,  to  which  her  husband  at  the  present  time 


belongs.  William  Ealer' s  early  life  was  divided 
between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the 
common  schools.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years  he 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  at  the  breaking 
out  of  the  war  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twelfth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  and  under  Col.  L.  B.  Peirce, 
and  later  Col.  Reeno,  participated  in  some  of  the 
hard- fought  battles:  Culpepper,  Chancellorsville, 
Second  Bull  Run  (where  he  was  taken  prisoner  and 
paroled  on  the  field);  was  in  the  battle  of  Antietam 
and  Sheridan's  campaign  and  in  numerous  skir- 
mishes, and  also  with  Col.  Mosby's  men  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  Va.  He  was  struck  with  balls 
several  times,  but  was  not  seriously  injured.  He 
ranked  as  first  sergeant,  and  was  discharged  in 
July,  1865,  after  being  in  service  over  four  years. 
He  then  returned  home  and  worked  at  his  trade. 
In  February,  1865,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Agnes  E.  Michler,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
born  in  1842,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth  (Keller)  Michler,  also  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. After  working  for  twelve  years  in  Pennsyl- 
vania Mr.  Ealer  and  his  family  emigrated  to  the 
West  and  settled  in  Clay  County,  Inland  Township, 
in  1878.  He  purchased  lOO  acres  of  land  two 
miles  south  of  Inland,  began  improving  the  same, 
and  aside  from  this  is  the  owner  of  a  half  interest 
in  a  grain  elevator  at  Inland.  He  is  one  of  the 
practical  and  reliable  citizens  of  the  county.  To 
his  marriage  weie  born  four  children:  Harry  H. 
(living  at  home),  Frank  W.  (married  to  Ida  Bar- 
rett, of  Clay  County),  Anna  M.  (married  to  J.  J. 
Watts,  in  Clay  County,  and  died  in  Sherman  County, 
Kas. ,  leaving  a  child,  Grace  A. ,  who  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject),  and  Thomas  E.  (who  died 
in  Pennsylvania  when  an  infant. )  Mr.  Ealer  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  he  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The  firm  of  Dillin- 
ger &  Co.  was  established  in  1889,  on  the  Chicago 
&  North -Western  Railroad,  Fremont  branch.  The 
firm  holds  grain,  lumber  and  coal,  and  are  doing  a 
good  business. 

Anderson  Eller,  now  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  Edgar  Township,  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  was  born  iu  the  State  of  North  Carolina  in 
Wilkes  County,   April  30,   1840,   being    a    son    of 
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Harvey  Eller,  whose  wife  was  formerly  Mary  C. 
Vanuoy.  They  were  also  born  iu  that  State  and 
county.  In  1854  they  left  their  native  State  and 
removed  to  Iowa,  settling  in  Jefferson  County,  but 
are  now  residing  on  a  farm  in  Wapello  County. 
Anderson  Eller  grew  to  manhood  in  Iowa,  and 
made  his  home  with  his  father,  assisting  him  on 
the  farm  until  he  attained  his  twentieth  year,  then 
began  doing  for  himself,  and  worked  as  a  farm 
hand  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of  1878  he 
determined  to  seek  a  home  in  the  fertile  prairies 
of  Nebraska,  and  took  up  a  homestead  claim  in 
Marshall  Precinct,  of  Clay  County,  being  one  of 
the  first  settlers  iu  that  part  of  the  county.  He 
experienced  many  hardships  the  first  two  years  of 
his  settlement  here,  and  in  the  month  of  April, 
1873,  witnessed  all  the  horrors  of  a  blizzard, 
and  the  second  year  was  affected  with  the  grass- 
hoppers. He  pre-empted  his  present  property  in 
1875,  and  now  has  eighty  acres  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation  and  improved  with  good  buildings  of 
all  kinds,  and  a  young  bearing  orchard  of  150 
trees.  He  was  married  in  this  county  on  Decem- 
ber 24,  1875,  to  Miss  Cora  B.  Mizener,  a  daughter 
of  I.  M.  Mizener,  of  this  county.  She  was  born 
in  Macoupin  County,  111.,  and  in  1872  came  with 
her  brother  in-law,  J.  H.  Hazlett,  to  Nebraska,  and 
married  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  years.  They 
have  two  children:  Harvey  N.  and  Tindall  Ord. 
The  family  worship  in  the  Christian  Church,  in 
which  Mr.  Eller  is  a  deacoQ. 

Jesse  F.  Eller,  cashier  of  First  National  Bank, 
Harvard,  Neb.,  and  an  old  resident  of  Clay  Coun- 
ty, was  born  in  Ashe  County,  N.  C. ,  on  February 
12,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Harvey  and  Mary  C. 
(Vannoy)  Eller,  natives  of  North  Carolina.  Har- 
vey Eller  was  born  in  1819,  and  was  married  in 
1838  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Vannoy,  whose  birth  occurred 
in  1821.  The  fruits  of  this  union  were  fifteen  chil- 
dren, ten  of  whom  were  sons,  and  thirteen  are  now 
living,  the  youngest  being  nineteen  years  of  age. 
The  parents  are  both  living,  their  home  being  in 
Iowa.  Our  subject's  paternal  grandparents  were 
Simeon  and  Fanny  (McNeil)  Eller.  Jesse  F.  El- 
ler accompanied  his  parents  to  Wapello  County, 
Iowa,  when  but  eight  months  old,  was  reared  on  a 


farm,  and  when  twenty-one  years  of  age  entered 
the  university  at  Pella,  Iowa,  where  he  attended 
six  months.  In  the  meantime,  in  1873,  he  came 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  took  an  eighty-acre 
homestead  in  Marshall  Township.  During  the 
great  storm  of  April,  1873,  he  was  snowed  in  his 
sod  house,  and  had  nothing  to  eat  from  noon  Sun 
day  until  noon  Tuesday.  On  leaving  college  he 
returned  to  his  homestead,  and  for  several  years 
worked  on  that  during  the  summer  months,  and 
taught  school  during  the  winter.  In  1883  he  re- 
moved from  his  homestead  to  Clay  Center,  where 
he  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business. 
Upon  the  organization  of  the  First  National  Bank 
in  Harvard,  in  1889,  he  was  elected  its  cashier,  and 
he  now  holds  that  position.  His  residence,  since 
that  date,  has  been  in  Harvard.  He  selected  for 
his  companion  in  life  Miss  Lavina  Troxel,  a  native 
of  Wapello,  Iowa,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel 
and  Susannah  (McCall)  Troxel,  natives,  respect- 
ively, of  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eller 
were  married  on  December  4,  1877,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  three  children:  Mary  M.,  Anna  V. 
and  Charles  J.  Mary  M.  died  in  early  childhood. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Eller  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  the  former  is  a  Mason  and  a  Republi 
can.  Mr.  Eller  is  what  is  termed  a  self-made  man, 
and  although  he  started  with  no  capital,  he  is  now 
one  of  the  substantial  and  esteemed  citizens  of 
Harvard. 

James  C.  Elwood,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Snt 
ton,  Neb.  Mr.  Elwood  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of 
Clay  County.  He  has  been  located  here  since  1873, 
and  has  not  only  become  well  known  and  respected, 
but  is  one  of  the  most  successful  farmers,  as  a 
glance  over  his  fine  estate  will  show.  His  finely 
improved  farm  of  240  acres  is  adorned  with  a  very 
commodious  and  comfortable  residence,  and  the 
outbuildings  are  all  of  the  best.  Mr.  Elwood  was 
born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  March  18,  1827, 
and  was  the  ninth  of  eleven  children  born  to 
Nathaniel  B.  and  Atlana  (Curtis)  Elwood,  natives 
also  of  the  Empire  State.  The  father  was  a  suc- 
cessful agriculturist  and  followed  this  occupation 
all  his  life.  James  C.  Elwood  secured  a  fair  edu- 
cation in  the  common   schools,    and  at  the  age  of 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


began  to  tight  life's  l)attles  for  himself  on 
a  farm  in  Steuben  County,  where  he  remained  for 
twenty-one  years.  He  then  moved  to  Rockton, 
111.,  in  1868,  and  continued  tilling  the  soil  until 
1873,  when  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  this 
place.  He  iirst  homesteaded  eighty  acres  on  his 
present  farm,  and  to  this  he  has  since  added  160 
acres.  In  1848  he  married  Miss  Sallie  A.  Styles,  a 
native  of  New  York,  born  May  5,  1833,  and  the 
daughter  of  J.  T.  Styles,  on  whose  farm  Mr.  Elwood 
remained  so  long  after  leaving  home.  Five  chil- 
dren were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Nathaniel  B. 
(married  to  Miss  Bettie  Elder),  Simeon  S.  (married 
to  Miss  Ida  M.  Hurlburt),  Wesley  V.  (married  Miss 
Emma  A.  Herrington),  Eleanor  (wife  of  Leonard 
■J.  M.  Nehf)  and  James  S.  Mr.  Elwood  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party  in  his  political  views, 
and  Mrs.  Elwood  is  a  member  of  the  Grove  Free 
Baptist  Church.  He  is  one  of  the  best  and  most 
enterprising  farmers  of  the  county,  and  as  such 
merits  the  respect  which  he  receives. 

John  L.  Epperson,  county  attorney.  Clay  Center, 
Neb.  Mr.  Epperson  is  a  good  example  of  what  can 
be  accomplished  in  life  when  a  thorough  deter 
mination  to  succeed  in  any  calling  is  coupled  with 
energy,  perseverance  and  close  application  in  the 
direction  chosen.  He  was  originally  from  LaFay- 
ette,  Ind.,  where  his  birth  occurred  November  6, 
1834,  and  is  the  son  of  James  H.  and  Martha  J.  (^Os 
born)  Epperson,  natives,  respectively,  of  Lexington 
and  Maysville,  Ky.  The  father  and  family  immi- 
grated west  to  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in  1840,  and  there 
resided  until  after  the  mother's  death  in  184().  He 
then  removed  to  near  Plattsville,  Wis.,  where  John 
L.  worked  in  the  lead  mines  for  three  years  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  the  latter  removed  to  McDon- 
ough  County,  111. .  with  his  father,  settled  on  a  farm 
and  there  read  law.  Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the 
late  war  he  enlisted  in  1862  in  Company  L,  Seventh 
Illinois  Cavalry,  and  served  three  years  as  a  private. 
For  a  long  time  he  followed  the  stars  and  stripes 
in  their  many  conflicts  and  struggles  on  to  victory, 
and  at  last  returned  to  his  home  with  the  full  satis- 
faction of  having  served  his  country  well.  Re- 
turning to  Illinois  he  practiced  law,  and  was 
also   in    the    employ    of    the    Chicago,    Burling- 


ton &  Quiucy  Railroad  until  1879,  when  he  came 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  settled  on  !i  farm 
west  of  Fairfield.  Four  years  later  he  removed  to 
Fairfield,  entered  the  practice  of  law,  and  in  the 
fall  of  1888  was  elected  county  attorney.  He  then 
removed  to  Clay  Center.  On  December  11,  1856, 
Miss  Sarah  C.  Rine,  a  native  of  Franklin  County, 
Pa.,  became  his  wife,  and  to  this  union  were  born 
three  living  children:  Martha  J.  (wife  of  George 
W.  Gaumer),  Charles  H.  (attorney  at  Fairfield)  and 
Ambrose  C.  Mr.  Epperson  is  a  Republican  and  a 
warm  advocate  of  the  principles  of  his  party  to-day. 
He  is  a  Mason,  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  a  man 
universally  esteemed  and  respected,  and  a  legal 
practitioner  of  experience  and  ability. 

A.  P.  Erickson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  on 
Section  18,  Town  8,  Range  6,  Eldorado  Township, 
Clay  County,  is  a  native  of  Sweden,  born  near 
Linsisipine,  March  18,  1861.  His  father,  John 
Erickson,  spent  his  school  days  in  Sweden  and 
learned  the  shoemaker's  trade.  At  the  age  of 
twenty- five  years  he  married  Miss  Cora  Connot, 
and  by  this  union  has  had  three  children:  Swan  (liv- 
ing in  Clay  County,  Neb.),  VVilliamette  (deceased) 
and  A.  P.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch).  The  father 
died  when  our  subject  was  about  five  years  of  age, 
a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  when  he 
had  reached  his  ninth  year  his  mother  emigrated 
with  him  to  America,  settling  in  Warren  County, 
111.  Here  he  received  a  limited  education  aod 
worked  by  the  month  on  a  farm  until  he  was  sev- 
enteen years  of  age,  when  he  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb. ,  and  bought  and  settled  on  the  farm  he  now 
owns,  consisting  of  120  acres  of  land,  all  well  im- 
proved, with  a  nice  dwelling,  barn,  out  buildings, 
fences,  etc.  As  a  fruit-raiser,  he  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, having  an  abundance  of  fruit  of  all  kinds. 
He  raises  good  cattle,  mostly  of  the  Short-horn 
breed,  as  well  as  good  horses.  In  November, 
1884,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary,  daughter  of 
A.  P.  and  Christina  E.  (Grin)  Munson,  and  the 
fruits  of  this  union  have  been  two  children:  Frank 
H.  and  Augustus  F.  Mr.  Erickson  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with 
the  Repulican  party,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
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in  the  politics  of  his  county.  He  has  been  very 
successful  in  Nebraska,  and  is  well  pleased  with 
the  State,  and  has  made  what  property  he  owns  by 
his  own  exertions  and  good  management. 

Daniel  W.  Evans,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Spring  Ranche,  Neb.  Among  the  successful  agri- 
culturists of  Clay  County,  Neb.,  whose  merits  are 
such  as  to  entitle  him  to  representation  in  the  pres- 
ent work,  is  Mr.  Daniel  Evans,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Highland  County,  Ohio, 
in  1841,  and  is  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  children 
born  to  Charles  and  Susan  P.  (Eastman)  Evans, 
natives  of  Ohio  and  Massachusetts,  respectively. 
The  father  was  born  in  1809  and  spent  his  entire 
life  in  Highland  County,  Ohio,  where  he  carried  on 
farming  and  was  a  very  extensive  hog  and  cattle 
buyer,  driving  his  hogs  to  Cincinnati  long  before 
railroads  were  known.  In  politics  he  was  first  a 
'•  Know  Nothing,''  then  a  Whig  and  lastly  a  Re- 
publican. He  was  an  energetic  and  prominent 
leader  in  political  afPairs,  both  local  and  at  large, 
and  was  a  representative  citizen.  He  was  reared 
an  Old- School  Presbyterian  and  took  a  great  deal, 
of  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  churches  and 
schools  and  the  welfare  of  the  country  generally. 
In  1830,  he  married  Miss  Susan  P.  Eastman,  and 
to  them  the  following  children  were  born:  Eliza  J. 
(deceased  in  infancy),  Effie  A.  Arthur  (of  Cham 
paign,  111.),  William  H.  (residing  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio),  Daniel  W.,  James  E.  (died  at  Greenfield, 
Ohio,  at  the  age  of  forty-one  years),  Mary  M.  Ar- 
thur (of  Council  Bluffs,  Iowa),  Leander  (who  died  in 
infancy),  Hugh  A.  (a  farmer  near  Champaign,  111.), 
and  John  F.  (a  farmer  in  Indian  Territory).  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  in 
1851,  of  Asiatic  cholera,  and  the  father  was  mar- 
ried the  second  time,  in  1855,  to  Miss  Mary  Eliza- 
beth Selph,  who  bore  him  five  children:  Mrs. 
Alice  Nevin  (of  Colorado),  Horace  S.,  Lena  M. 
(married  at  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  on  the  old  home- 
stead), David  M.  (at  Hillsboro)  and  Bertha  (at 
home  with  her  mother).  The  father  died  in  1871. 
Daniel  W.  Evans  received  a  common-school  edu- 
cation in  his  native  State  and  in  August,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  First  Ohio  Cavalry,  for 
three  years,  or  during  the  war.      He  participated 


in  the  battle  of  Shiloh,  Perryville,  Coriiith,  Stone 
River,  Chattanooga,  Missionary  Ridge,  Chicka- 
mauga,  Murfreesboro,  and  all  the  battles  of  the 
Atlanta  campaign,  and  numerous  other  engage- 
ments of  more  or  less  note.  Between  battles  he 
was  on  cavalry  raids,  chasing  Morgan.  He  went 
as  far  as  Jonesboro  during  the  Atlanta  campaign, 
and  was  discharged  at  Columbia.  Tenn.,  on  Oc- 
tober 0,  1864.  During  service  he  was  in  twenty- 
six  or  twenty  seven  hard-fought  battles  and  was  a 
brave  and  fearless  soldier.  Returning  to  Ohio  at 
the  close  of>  the  war  he  followed  farming  for  two 
years,  and  in  March,  1866,  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Delia  S.  Flesher,  the  daughter  of  Elias 
and  Susan  (Scudder)  Flesher,  the  father  a  machin- 
ist of  Warren  County,  Ohio.  Our  subject  moved 
to  Southern  Illinois  in  1867,  thence  to  Adams 
County,  Iowa,  in  1869,  and  from  there  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  in  1870,  and  settled  on  his  present 
place  of  residence.  During  all  this  time  he  has 
followed  farming  and  has  made  a  sirccess  of  the 
same.  He  did  not  bring  his  family  to  Nebraska 
until  the  fall  of  1871  on  account  of  the  Indians 
who  were  hostile  at  that  time.  He  homesteaded 
160  acres  of  land  and  has  since  added  to  this  eighty 
acres,  making  a  fine  farm  of  240  acres.  It  is  said 
that  the  first  white  child  born  in  Clay  County  after 
the  settlement  was  the  .daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
W'illiam  Gritfith,  on  February  14,  1871.  She  is 
married  now.  Mr.  Evans  removed  to  Kansas  in 
1877,  engaged  in  farming,  and  after  remaining 
there  three  years  returned  to  his  homestead  in 
Clay  County.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born 
three  children:  Jessie  M.  (a  teacher  of  Clay 
County),  Charles  F.  (at  home),  and  Harry  G.  (at 
home).  Mr.  Evans  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and 
represents  his  precinct  often  in  both  county  and 
Congressional  conventions.  He  is  serving  his 
second  term  as  supervisor  from  Spring  Ranche 
Township,  is  also  treasurer  of  his  school  district, 
and  is  steward  and  recording  secretary  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  and  his 
wife  are  both  members.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  G.  A.  R.,  I.  O.  G.  T.  and  Farm- 
ers' Alliance. 

Josiah  Everett,   supervisor  of  Sheridan  Town- 
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ship,  also  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Edgar,  Neb.  A 
life-time  of  bard,  earnest  endeavor  in  pursuing  the 
occupation  to  which  he  n|)\v  gives  his  attention, 
coupled  with  strict  integrity,  honesty  of  purpose 
and  wise  liberality,  has  placed  Mr.  Everett  among 
the  truly  respected  and  esteemed  men  of  the 
county.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Mercer  County, 
Pa. ,  where  he  was  born  on  January  5,  1 842,  and 
is  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  re- 
sult of  the  union  of  Peter  and  Elizabeth  (Marsters) 
Everett,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  Josiah  Everett's 
only  education  was  that  of  the  ordiuaiy  farmer's 
son  of  that  day,  working  on  the  farm  in  the  sum- 
mer and  in  the  winter  attending  the  district  school. 
Iq  the  spring  of  1863  he  assisted  in  driving  a  herd 
of  horses  from  Winnebago  County,  111. ,  to  Sacra- 
mento, Cal.,  and  while  West  was  engaged  in  min- 
ing and  assisting  in  the  consti'uction  of  quartz 
mills,  a  court  house,  etc.,  in  Washoe  City,  Washoe 
Valley,  Nev.  He  experienced  the  usual  hardships 
and  came  very  near  losing  his  life  from  a  band  of 
Goshoot  Indians,  then  on  the  war  path,  who  tried 
to  stampede  the  horses.  He  then  left  Sacramento 
on  a  steamer  to  San  Francisco,  and  from  there 
went  to  New  York  by  way  of  Panama.  From  there 
he  went  to  his  home  in  Illinois.  Prior  to  this,  in 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  upon  the 
first  call  for  troops,  and  served  four  mouths  in 
Company  C,  Sixty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry  under 
Capt.  Hiram  R.  Enoch  in  the  Western  division. 
After  returning  to  Illinois  from  his  California  trip 
he  went  to  farming,  but  in  August,  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  One  Hundred  and  Forty- sixth 
Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war.  Being  on  detached  service  he  did  not  par- 
ticipate in  any  of  the  principal  battles,  but  was  in 
several  severe  skirmishes  and  was  wounded  twice, 
once  by  a  bushwhacker  under  the  left  shoulder 
blade,  and  another  time  by  the  falling  of  a  horse. 
He  served  as  a  non-commissioned  officer,  but  was 
afterward  promoted  to  the  rank  of  captain,  and 
given  charge  of  a  colored  company  (F),  First  Ken- 
tucky Volunteers.  After  the  war  he  retitrned  to 
Illinois,  remaining  there  until  1871,  and  then  went 
to  Grundy  County,  Iowa,  where  he  made  his  home 
for    eleven   years.      He   then     sold  his   farm  and 


moved  to  Nebraska,  where  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent property.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss 
Adelia  Locke,  a  native  of  Connecticut,  born  in 
1845  and  the  daughter  of  William  and  P.  Locke, 
natives  also  of  Connecticut.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Everett  have  been  born  two  children:  Elias  E.  and 
Oscar  J.  Mr.  Everett  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.  at  Edgar,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
has  been  school  director,  road  supervisor,  and  in 
1889  he  was  elected  township  supervisor,  and 
March  25,  J  890,  he  was  elected  president  of  a 
Farmers'  Alliance  of  his  townshiji.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of  which  he  is 
clerk.  He  is  a  successful  agriculturist  and  is  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  excellent  land. 

James  M.  Farley  is  a  well  known  and  highly 
successful  stock- raiser  of  Lone  Tree  Township, 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  nowhere  in  the  entire  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides  is  there  to  be  found  a 
man  of  more  energy,  force  of  character  and  deter- 
mination than  he.  He  was  born  in  that  State  of 
progressive  and  intelligent  farmers  —  New  York,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Cattaraugus  County,  February 
3,  1844,  he  being  a  son  of  John  and  Caroline  (Bush) 
Farley,  natives,  respectively,  of  Ireland  and  Hol- 
land. James  M.  removed  to  La  Porte  County,  Ind., 
with  his  parents  when  a  small  child,  and  at  the  age 
of  eight  years  was  taken  to  Will  County,  111.,  and 
two  years  later  to  Winneshiek  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm.  In  1859  he 
engaged  in  steamboating  on  the  upper  Mississippi, 
but  at  the  opening  of  the  war  laid  aside  all  personal 
considerations  and  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Second 
Minnesota  Volimteer  Infantry,  serving  his  country 
as  a  private  and  non-commissioned  officer  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  after  which  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  1867.  He 
then  located  in  Kansas  City,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  contracting  for  city  improvements  for  one  year, 
after  which  he  removed  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
and  engaged  in  the  lime  and  btone  business  until 
1874,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Nebraska.  He  pur- 
chased a  qiiarter  section  of  land  in  Lone  Tree 
Township,  Clay  County,  of  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad,  and  homesteaded  another 
quarter  section,  making  his  home  on  the  former 
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piece  of  land,  being  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  until  1885,  when  he  purchased  and  removed 
to  his  present  property,  which  consists  of 
acres  of  excellent  farming  land.  His  farm  is  an 
exceptionally  line  one  for  stock  piirposes,  the  con- 
veniences, etc.,  being  unsurpassed,  and  he  is  one 
of  the  most  extensive  dealers  in  stock  cattle  in  the 
county.  November  17,  1867,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Mary  M.  Lee,  a  native  of  Norway,  and  by 
her  he  has  a  family  of  seven  childi'en:  Effie  B, 
(wife  of  John  W.  Arrowsmith.  a  professor  in  Mor 
rison  College),  George  W. ,  Eva  M. ,  Minta  R.  Ma 
bel,  Nellie  M. ,  Jessie  L.  and  James  Walter.  Mr. 
Farley  has  been  a  Republican  ever  since  he  at 
tained  his  majority,  but  is  now  in  sympathy  with 
the  farmers'  movement,  opposing  monopolies,  and 
is  a  leading  and  active  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  having 
passed  all  the  chairs  in  Fairfield  Lodge,  and  be- 
longs to  Edgar  Chapter  No.  22.  He  is  also  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  belongs  to  George  Oli- 
ver Post  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  at  Fairfield.  In  1882 
he  was  elected  commissioner  of  Clay  County  to 
reprosont  the  district,  and  filled  the  duties  of  this 
ulllcc  ill  a  faithful  and  efficient  manner  for  two 
toiins  of  three  years  each.  He  has  also  been 
elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  but  has 
never  qualified.  He  is  a  triie  representative  of 
that  oft  much  abased  phrase  "self-made  man," 
for  he  started  in  life  with  no  means  whatsoever,  but 
by  energy  and  intelligent  management  has  acquired 
a  comfortable  competency  and  commands  the  re- 
spect of  all  who  know  him. 

John  G.  Farrell,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Har- 
vard, Neb.  No  name  is  more  closely  associated 
with  the  farming  interests  of  the  county  than  the 
one  that  heads  this  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a  man 
who  is  progressive  in  his  ideas,  and  during  his 
residence  in  this  county  has  been  one  of  its  most 
successful  agriculturists.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
County  Cork,  Ireland,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1846,  and  is  the  seventh  of  nine  children  born  to 
John  and  Ellen  (Cotter)  Farrell,  and  the  grandson 
of  Timothy  Farrell,  who  was  born  in  Ireland  in 
1800  John  Farrell,  Sr. ,  reared  the  following  chil- 
dren in  Ireland:  Mary,  Nora,  Ellen.  Timothy,  Cor 


nelius,  Jeremiah,  Dennis,  John  and  James.  'J'he 
father  of  these  children  died  in  Ireland  in  1888, 
but  the  mother  died  previous  to  this,  in  the  old 
country,  in  1884.  John  G.  Farrell  passed  his 
early  life  in  Ireland,  where  he  received  his  educa- 
tion, and  at  the  age  of  twenty -four  years  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  the  State  of  New 
York,  where  he  remained  about  three  years.  From 
there  he  went  to  Mississippi,  remained  there  one 
year,  and  in  1873  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  set- 
tling on  160  acres  of  land,  having  taken  up  eighty 
acres  and  purchasing  the  rest  of  the  Burlington  & 
Missouri  River  Railroad.  He  was  married  in  1874 
to  Miss  Patience  Brown,  daughter  of  Steven  Brown, 
one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Clay  County,  who  came 
here  in  1871.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Farrell  have  been 
born  five  children:  Mary  E.  (born  in  1876),  Pa- 
tience A.  (born  in  1877),  Timothy  (born  in  1882), 
Steven  (born  in  1887)  and  Constance  K.  (born  in 
1889).  Mr.  Farrell  has  a  nice  farm,  pleasantly 
located,  and,  being  a  progiessive  farmer,  has  every 
convenience.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  churches  and  schools,  and  has  held  the 
office  of  school  director  for  some  time.  In  connec- 
tion with  his  farming  interests  he  is  engaged  in  rais- 
ing a  good  grade  of  cattle,  hogs  and  horses. 

G.  Z.  Fink  is  the  present  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Glenville  Township,  and,  though  a  successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  for  the  past  six  years,  he 
is  now  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  life.  He 
was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  December  18,  1835, 
and  possesses  the  sterling  characteristics  of  all  Ger- 
man-Americans—  energy,  frugality,  liniicnty  and 
perseverance.  He  is  the  eldest  of  six  oliildrcu  horn 
to  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Zeh)  Fink,  who  were  born 
in  Baden  in  1808  and  1814,  respectively,  and 
moved  to  the  United  States  in  1836,  settling  in 
Philadelphia,  Pa.  In  1839  the  family  moved  to 
Evansville,Ind.,  where  the  father  was  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business,  but  afterward  moved  to  St.  Louis, 
Mo. ,  thence  to  Wheeling,  W.  Va. ,  moving  fi-om  there 
at  the  end  of  nine  months  to  his  old  home  in  Penn 
sylvania,  living  in  Reading  at  the  time  of  his  death 
in  June,  1867.      G.  Z.  Fink  was  fortunate  enough 


HISTORY    OF    NEBRASKA. 


to  secure  a  good  common- school  education,  and, 
unlike  a  great  many  boys,  made  good  use  of  his 
opportunities.  He  then  entered  the  academy  of 
Pittston.  from  which  institution  he  was  gradu- 
ated, and  from  the  age  of  seventeen  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  old  he  worked  at  the  trade  of 
locomotive  machinist,  on  the  Philadelphia  &  Read 
ing  Railroad,  and  after  a  few  years  time  accepted 
the  position  of  locomotive  engineer,  which  position 
he  ably  tilled  at  intervals  for  fourteen  years.  On 
Jul)'  4,  1864,  while  hauling  a  passenger  train, 
loaded  with  excursionists,  his  engine  collided  with 
another  train,  and  although  considerable  damage 
was  done,  and  he  was  quite  Imdly  scalded  on  the 
arm  and  leg  by  the  steam,  fortunately  no  lives 
were  lost.  His  life  was  full  of  the  dangers  inci- 
dent to  an  engineer,  so  that  in  1865  he  gave  up 
this  calling,  and  accepted  the  position  of  superin- 
tendent of  the  Blue  Creek  Oil  Company,  of  Charles- 
ton, W.  Va. .  a  position  he  held  with  success  for 
two  years.  After  retiring  from  the  management 
of  this  concern  be  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  em 
barked  in  the  furniture  business,  but  becoming 
tired  of  mercantile  life  he  sold  out.  and  in  1867 
became  managing  foreman  of  a  furniture  factory 
belonging  to  D.  B.  Sliffer,  a  position  he  retained 
until  the  spring  of  1871.  He  then  became  fore- 
man of  a  lumber  camp  in  Perry  County,  and  in 
1873  he  started  a  carriage  and  blacksmith  factory 
in  Churchtown,  Cumberland  County,  where,  by  his 
honest  dealing  and  the  excellent  quality  of  his 
work,  he  built  up  an  extensive  trade  and  made  a  new 
start  in  life.  In  1877  he  became  interested  in  the 
growing  West,  and  selling  out  his  factoi-y  he  came 
to  Clay  County.  Neb.,  and  settled  in  Glenville 
Township,  and  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres 
of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Com- 
pany, which  he  still  owns.  Being  also  a  carpenter 
by  trade,  he  rented  his  farm  and  engaged  in  the 
business  of  contracting  and  building,  and  has  built 
or  assisted  in  building  nearly  every  house  in  the 
town.  In  1884  he  retired,  and  for  some  time  en- 
gaged in  farming,  raising  and  dealing  in  stock. 
January  24,  1 859,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alcinda 
F.  Rupp.  a  daughter  of  Prof.  I.  D.  and  Caroline 
(De  Arested )  Rupp.  a  teacher  of  languages  in  Swa- 


tara  CoUegiate  Institute,  of  Jonestown,  Pa.,  the 
former  bom  in  1803.  and  the  latter  in  1808.  Mrs. 
Fink  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  Ohio,  May  14. 
1830.  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Fink  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  live  children:  Daniel  J.,  Maggie  C.  (wife 
of  P.  L.  Kissenger),  and  Addie  M. :  two  children 
died  in  infancj'.  Mr.  Fink  is  a  Mason  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  and  is  a  member  in  good 
standing  in  both  these  organizations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  his 
wife  of  the  German  Reformed,  and  in  1880  he  was 
elected  justice  of  the  peace  of  his  township,  and 
has  held  the  position  ever  since,  being  a  popular 
and  just  official.  He  is  a  patron  of  all  worthy 
enterprises,   and  is  a  man   whom  all  respect  and 


M.  L.  Fishburn,  residing  near  Fairfield,  Clay 
County.  Neb.,  was  brought  up  to  the  life  of  a 
farmer  by  his  father,  John  Fishburn,  and  like  the 
majority  of  boys  has  since  followed  in  his  father's 
footsteps,  and  is  now  a  successful  agriculturist  and 
stockman  of  this  State.  He  was  born  in  Will 
County,  111.,  in  1856,  being  the  second  child  of 
John  and  Phoebe  (Wright)  Fishburn.  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  was  there 
reared  to  manhood,  learning  the  shoemaker's  trade 
in  his  youth,  and  began  life  for  himself  at  about 
the  age  of  twenty  five  years.  He  came  to  Illinois 
at  an  early  day  and  was  there  first  married  to  Miss 
Cynthia  Cox.  by  whom  he  had  a  family  of  five 
children.  Of  these  ilrs.  Elizabeth  Hardy  is  a 
resident  of  Clay  County,  Neb.,  Joseph  lives  in 
Oregon,  and  Mrs.  Cynthia  Grant  is  a  resident  of 
Will  County,  111.  The  mother  of  these  children 
died  about  1850.  and  about  1852  Mr.  Fishburn 
married  Miss  Wright,  a  daughter  of  James  Wright. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  seven  children: 
Mrs.  Mary  Kidwell  (living  in  Will  County,  111. ). 
M.  L.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  James  (living 
in  Lincoln  County,  Xeb. ),  Mrs.  Martha  Bagley 
(residing  in  Fairfield,  Neb.),  Catherine  L.  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  five  years),  John  (living  in  Lex- 
ington, Dawson  County,  Neb.)  and  Daniel  (who 
died  at  the  age  of  two  years).  The  father  was  a 
shoe-maker  and  farmer  by  occupation,  and  having 
been  captain  of  a  company  of  Pennsylvania  State 
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j  militia  he  was  engaged  in  drilling  troops  during 
\  tbe  late  war.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
I  Episcopal  Church  and  died  in  1865,  his  wife  pass- 
ing ft-om  life  in  Will  County.  Ill,  June  4,  1889, 
having  suffered  two  years  from  a  dislocated  thigh. 
M.  L.  Fishburn  obtained  a  fair  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Illinois,  and  when  twenty-live 
years  of  age  l)egan  the  battle  of  life  for  himself. 
He  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1879,  and  was 
!  married  here,  June  8,  1880.  to  Miss  Mary  L.  Hall, 
a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Esther  (Rose)  Hall,  who 
were  born  in  London,  England,  ancl  came  to  the 
United  States  in  1872,  settling  in  Clay  Coiinty, 
Neb.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fishburn  a  family  of  three 
children  have  been  born:  Arthur,  Leonard  and 
Ernest.  After  coming  to  Clay  Coimty,  Neb.,  Mr. 
Fishburn  learned  and  for  five  years  worked  at  the 
carpenter's  trade,  but  for  the  past  six  or  seven 
years  has  been  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and  has 
met  with  well  deserved  success.  He  is  quite  ex- 
I  tensively  engaged  in  breeding  Poland-China  hogs, 
and  at  the  present  time  has  about  twenty-five  head 
of  thoroughbred  animals,  and  also  keeps  a  good 
grade  of  horses  and  cattle.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  is  a  lib- 
eral supporter  of  schools  and  churches. 

Daniel  F.  Fisher,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Fairfield,  Neb.  Mr.  Fisher  has  been  unusually 
active  in  the  affairs  of  this  portion  of  this  county, 
ever  contributing  by  precept  and  example  to  live 
the  life  of  an  honest,  upright  and  industrious 
agriculturist.  He  was  bom  in  Francestown, 
Hillsborough  County,  N.  H.,  on  April  14,  1834. 
to  the  union  of  Moses,  Jr.,  and  Fanney  (Fuller) 
Fisher.  Moses  Fisher,  Jr.,  was  born  in  Fran- 
cestown, N.  H.,  on  October  25,  1790,  and  was 
the  son  of  Moses  and  Louisa  (Thorp)  Fisher. 
The  father  was  born  in  Dedham,  Mass. ,  November 
27,  1755,  and  the  mother  September  26,  1762.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  born  August  17,  1793, 
and  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  Fuller,  of  Lynd- 
borough,  N.  H.  The  children  of  Moses  Fisher, 
Jr.,  and  wife  were  named  as  follows:  Louisa  (wife 
of  Moses  H.  Bradford),  Elizabeth  T.  (wife  of  Tbe- 
ron  Palmerl,  Moses  B.  (married  Tersis  A.  Varnum). 
Fanney  Jane  (married  John  M.  Sanborn),  Harriet 


(married  John  Tevere).  Hannah,  Frances  and 
Mary  Ann  died  while  very  young.  Mary  Frances 
died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  George  Ed 
ward  was  united  in  marriage  to  Mary  K.  Pettingill. 
Daniel  F.  Fisher  received  only  a  good  district- 
school  education,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age 
apprenticed  himself  in  (jrage,  Warner  &  Whitney's 
machine  shop,  Nashua,  N.  H.,  wliere  he  remained 
until  he  had  served  his  time,  which  was  three 
years.  From  there  he  went  to  Salem,  Mass., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  for  some  six  months, 
returning  to  Nashua,  where  he  was  in  the  railroad 
shop  for  a  while.  From  there  he  went  to  Milford, 
N.  H ,  and  wishing  another  change  he  went  to 
Manchester,  N.  H.,  and  found  employment  in  the 
Amoskegg  locomotive  shops.  In  September,  1857, 
he  emigrated  to  Denmark,  Lee  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  found  employment  on  the  farm  with  a  half 
brother  of  his  father's,  Asa  Fisher,  with  whom  he 
remained  one  year.  He  then  bought  a  small  farm 
and  erected  a  house,  and  set  out  an  orchard 
and  small  fruit  and  started  in  the  small  fruit 
business,  besides  making  many  other  improve- 
ments on  the  place.  In  1859  he  returned  to 
Nashua,  N.  H. ,  where  he  resumed  his  trade. 
He  finally  drifted  again  to  Manchester.  Febru- 
ary 29,  1860,  his  father  died  and  he  was  detained 
settling  up  the  estate.  In  February.  1861,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bullen,  daughter  of 
William  and  Hannah  (White)  Bullen.  The  father 
was  born  in  1801,  and  died  in  1865,  and  the 
mother  was  born  in  1800,  and  died  at  the  age  of 
seventy-five  years.  Mrs.  Fisher  was  born  in 
Hallowell,  Maine,  on  February  12,  1837,  and 
is  the  third  in  the  family  of  five  children,  viz. : 
Sarah  E.  (wife  of  John  R.  Smith).  Hannah  Frances 
(wife  of  Larking  Trask),  Jiilia  Octavia  (wife  of 
Henry  Carlton),  and  Joseph  W.,  (who  was  a  pris- 
oner at  Andersonville  prison  during  the  late  war. 
and  was  supposed  to  have  starved  to  death).  Daniel 
F.  Fisher  enlisted  in  the  engineer  regiment  of 
the  West,  afterward  known  as  the  First  Mis 
souri  Engineers,  also  as  Bissell's  engineers,  Sep- 
tember 15,  1861,  and  participated  in  the  siege  of 
New  Madrid  about  March  8,  1862,  and  Island 
No.    10.    April  8:    siege    of    Corinth,    which    was 
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evacuated  May  30  of  same  year;  battle  of  Corinth, 
October  4,  1802;  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Miss.,  in 
1863,  and  Atlanta  in  1864.  A  great  deal  of  his 
time  was  spent  in  building  fortifications  and 
keeping  the  way  open  for  transportation.  After 
the  surrender  of  Atlanta,  his  three  years  hav- 
ing expired,  Mr.  Fisher  was  discharged  on  No- 
vember 2,  1864,  and  returned  to  Denmark,  Lee 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the  nursery 
business  until  the  fall  of  1872.  He  then  sold  out, 
made  a  lengthy  visit  among  old  home  places  in 
Massachusetts,  New  Hampshire  and  Maine,  and 
in  1873  came  to  Nebraska.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
polities,  has  held  a  number  of  town  offices,  and  is 
now  township  clerk,  holding  his  second  term.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  George  C.  Oliver  Post  No.  43, 
G.  A.  R.,  Fairfield,  also  of  Fairfield  Lodge  No. 
84,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Congregational  Church.  He  has  always 
been  a  leading  spirit  in  benevolent  acts,  caring  for 
the  sick  and  needy,  and  supporting  enterprises  of 
public  benefit.  To  his  marriage  were  born  two 
children:  Walter  H.  and  Jennie  L.,  both  single. 
Fedde  Fixsen,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Inland, 
Neb.  The  reader  is  herewith  handed  a  plain 
record  of  a  useful  man;  for  certainly,  if  what  is 
the  most  use  is  of  the  most  value,  then  indeed  it 
is  in  recording  the  lives  of  representative  men  that 
biography  is  to  be  useful  to  posterity.  Fedde 
Fixsen  is  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in  1826,  and  is 
the  fourth  in  a  family  of  nine  children,  the  result 
of  the  union  of  Fedde  and  Margaret  Fixsen,  natives 
also  of  Germany,  where  they  passed  their  entire 
•lives,  the  father  dying  in  1840  and  the  mother  in 
1847.  Their  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Betti,  John  F.,  Fredricke,  Margaret,  Fedde.  Cath- 
erine, Augusta,  Sophia  and  Mary.  Fedde  Fixsen, 
Jr.,  attended  the  schools  of  his  native  country  and 
served  six  years  in  the  German  army.  In  1853  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  settled  in  Pennsylvania, 
Fulton  County,  and  there  carried  on  farming.  He 
was  married  in  that  State,  in  1855,  to  Mrs.  Mary 
H.  (Blair)  Kerr,  widow  of  a  Mr.  Kerr,  and  the 
fruits  of  this  union  were  six  children:  Anna  (now 
Mrs.  Friday,  of  Minnesota),  Minnie  (now  Mrs. 
Dilinger,  of  Kansas),  Holmes  (in  Kansas),  Nettie 


(at  home),  Erwin  (married,  and  resides  in  Kansas) 
and  Otto  (who  was  one  of  the  first  to  remove  to 
Nebraska,  and  died  in  that  State  in  1872).  Mr. 
Fixseu  continued  to  till  the  soil  in  Pennsylvania  un- 
til the  spring  of  1872,  when  he  emigrated  to  Ne- 
braska and  settled  where  he  now  resides.  He  took 
160  acres  of  land,  also  has  160  acres  of  railroad 
land,  and  forty  acres  are  laid  off  in  town  lots. 
The  town  of  Inland  is  on  his  place.  He  has  been 
very  successful  since  coming  to  Nebraska  and  has 
accumulated  all  his  property  by  his  own  exertions. 
He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Clay  County,  and 
bis  house  for  years  was  a  stopping  place  for  all  the 
emigrants  going  west.  He  and  wife  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his 
political  preference  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  an  honest,  upright  citizen,  and  has 
ever  been  willing  to  assist  in  all  laudable  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  county.  He  has  helped 
to  improve  280  acres  of  land  and  on  this  he  has  a 
nice  orchard,  a  good  grove  and  is  nicely  fixed  in 
every  respect.  He  is  quite  deeply  interested  in 
raising  stock,  especially  Hereford  cattle  and  Poland- 
China  hogs.  In  March,  1865,  Mr.  Fixsen  enlisted 
for  three  years,  or  during  the  war.  in  the  One  Hun- 
dred and  Third  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  was 
discharged  in  July  of  that  year. 

Dr.  John  T.  Fleming,  dentist.  Harvard,  Neb. 
Art  as  well  as  science  has  in  recent  years  made 
rapid  strides,' but  in  no  direction  has  it  been  more 
marked  in  its  course  and  more  beneficial  in  its  re- 
sults than  in  the  profession  of  dentistry.  Among 
those  prominently  engaged  in  this  profession  in 
Harvard  is  Dr.  John  T.  Fleming,  who  was  born  in 
England,  March  30.  1841.  and  who  is  the  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Shergold)  Fleming,  and  the  grand- 
son of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Goulden)  Fleming. 
The  maternal  grandparents  of  the  Doctor  were 
Richard  and  Sarah  (Douty)  Shergold,  the  former 
of  whom  lived  to  be  ninety  nine  years  and  eleven 
months  of  age.  Dr.  John  T.  Fleming  passed  his 
youth  and  early  manhood  in  his  native  country,  and 
early  in  life  studied  medicine,  surgery  and  dentistry, 
making  himself  thoroughly  familiar  with  those 
subjects,  and  graduating  from  the  Royal  College 
of  Surgeons,  the  Royal  College  of  Physicians  and 
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the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Great  Britain,  all 
located  in  London.  For  five  years  prior  to  emi- 
grating to  America  he  practiced  medicine  and  den- 
tal surgery,  and  was  also  a  partner  in  a  drug  store 
at  Dowuton.  He  was  married  November  7,  1864, 
to  Eliza  Mary  Down,  daughter  of  Aaron  Down, 
who  for  twenty  seven  years  was  in  the  service  of 
the  British  army,  and  who  for  his  long  and  faith- 
ful service  and  for  his  meritorious  conduct  in  the 
battle  of  Waterloo  was  awarded  two  medals.  The 
mother  of  Mrs.  Fleming,  before  her  marriage,  was 
Miss  Martha  Crabbe.  In  1872  Dr.  Fleming  and 
wife  emigrated  to  America  and  on  reaching  this 
country  came  directly  to  Nebraska.  They  located 
in  Linn  Township,  Clay  County,  on  an  eighty 
acre  homestead,  and  there  resided  seven  years. 
They  then  located  in  Harvard,  where  the  Doctor 
has  since  devoted  his  attention  to  the  practice  of 
dentistry.  He  is  thoroughly  skilled  in  his  profes- 
sion and  besides  his  professional  training  he  pos- 
sesses a  tine  classical  and  literary  education.  He 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church. 
In  politics  Dr.  Fleming  is  a  Republican  and  has 
served  two  years  and  eight  mouths  as  supervisor  of 
Clay  County,  also  one  term  as  city  clerk  of  Har- 
vard. He  is  a  man  of  superior  intelligence  and 
as  a  citizen  is  esteemed  and  respected  by  all  who 
know  him. 

John  Flick,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Inland, 
Neb.  Mr.  Flick  was  originally  from  Dane  County, 
Wis.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  185H  and  his 
parents,  Joseph  and  Savenah  (Zink)  Flick,  were 
natives  of  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  the  for- 
mer born  in  1818  and  the  latter  in  18'20.  The 
parents  were  married  in  1838  and  the  father  fol- 
lowed farming  in  the  State  of  Wisconsin  for  many 
years.  They  were  the  parents  of  eight  children, 
all  now  living:  Calvin  (married  and  resides  in 
Clarke,  Wis.,  was  in  the  Eleventh  Wisconsin  In- 
fantry during  the  war),  Charlotte  (now  Mrs.  Peter- 
son, residing  in  Inland  township.  Clay  County, 
Neb.),  Helen  (now  Mrs.  Poole,  living  in  Hastings, 
Neb),  Sarah  (now  Mrs.  Merrell,  living  in  Easton, 
Northampton  County,  Pa.),  Frances  (now  Mrs. 
Jones,  residing  in  Thomas  County,  Kas.),  John  (at 
Inland),    Charles  (living   in  Omaha)  and  Demma 


(now  Mrs.  Janes,  residing  in  Phelps  County).  Mr. 
Flick  is  the  grandfather  of  thirty  two  children,  all 
living,  and  seven  great  grandchildren,  who  are 
also  living.  Mr.  Flick  immigrated  to  Wisconsin 
at  an  early  day  (1844)  settling  near  Madison,  but 
later  moved  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in  Clay  County 
in  1871.  He  followed  farming  for  some  time  but 
at  last  retired  and  now  resides  in  Hastings.  He 
has  been  a  successful  business  man  and  one  who 
has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  acquainted 
with  him.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church  and  he  is  a  Democrat  in  poli- 
tics. John  Flick,  the  grandfather  of  our  subject, 
founded  a  village  in  Northampton  County,  Pa., 
and  named  it  Flickville.  John  Flick  (our  subject) 
received  his  education  in  Wisconsin  and  came  west 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  with  his  parents.  In  1873 
he  started  out  for  himself,  bought  120  acres  of 
land,  began  improving  the  same,  and  now  has  a 
very  fine  place.  He  was  married  in  1879  to  Miss 
Alice  Sluyter,  a  native  of  Genesee  County,  Mich., 
born  in  1860,  and  the  daughter  of  J.  Sluyter,  of 
Harvard,  Clay  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Flick 
were  born  five  children:  Sarah,  Lena,  Myrtle,  Reu- 
ben J.  and  Howard.  Mr.  Flick  was  elected  justice 
of  the  peace  in  1882  and  assessor  in  1888  and  1889. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  in 
his  political  views  is  a  Democrat.  He  and  Mrs. 
Flick  are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  Flick  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board  for  six  years  and  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  educational  matters.  He  takes  some  in- 
terest in  stock-raising  and  has  Hereford  cattle, 
Poland-China  hogs  and  Clydesdale  horses.  He 
likes  Nebraska  and  thinks  of  making  it  his  per- 
manent home. 

A.  J.  Frantz,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Fairfield, 
Neb.  Nowhere  within  the  limits  of  Clay  County 
can  there  be  found  a  man  who  takes  greater  inter- 
est in  its  agricultural  and  stock  affairs  than  A.  J. 
Frantz,  or  who  strives  continually  to  promote  and 
advance  these  interests  to  a  higher  plane.  He  was 
born  in  Allegany  County,  Md.,  in  1847,  and  is 
the  eldest  son  born  to  Joseph  and  Charlotte  (Fike) 
Frantz,  the  father  a  native  of  Bedford  County, 
Md. ,  born  in  1815.      The  latter  began  life  for  him- 
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self  as  a  farmer  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight 
years,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Fike  in  1846. 
This  union  resulted  iu  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren: A.  J.,  B.  F.  (of  Paw  Paw,  Lee  County, 
111.),  Linda  and  Jennie.  The  father  removed 
to  Pennsylvania  in  about  ISSfi,  and  followed 
his  chosen  occupation  in  Somerset  County.  He 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1866  and  established  a 
large  hotel  at  Princeton,  Bureau  County,  but  lost 
this  by  lire.  He  then  removed  to  East  Paw  Paw, 
De  Kalb  County,  purchased  a  farm  and  tilled  the 
soil,  hut  at  the  present  time  he  is  engaged  in  the 
farm  implement  business  in  West  Paw  Paw,  111. 
He  is  an  active  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcoj)al  Church.  So- 
cially he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Lodge.  A.  J. 
Frantz  passed  his  youthful  days  in  Pennsylvania, 
and  in  1864  entered  the  United  States  army  in 
Company  I,  Third  Maryland  Infantry,  participat- 
ing in  a  number  of  the  principal  engagements 
and  numberless  skirmishes.  He  was  taken  pris- 
oner August  11,  1864,  at  Berryville,  Va.,  by 
Mosby's  guerrillas  while  guarding  a  wagon  train 
through  from  Harper's  Ferry  to  Winchester,  and 
taken  to  Belle  Isle,  whence  after  one  month  he  was 
taken  to  Salisbury,  N.  C. ,  and  there  remained  six 
months.  He  was  paroled  the  last  of  February, 
1865,  and  discharged  from  service  at  Camp  Pa- 
role, Annapolis,  Md.,  by  General  Order  No.  77, 
June  28,  1865.  Returning  to  Pennsylvania  after 
the  war,  he  remained  there  until  1866,  when  he  went 
to  Illinois  with  his  father's  family.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  Leavenworth  City,  Kaa. ,  in  1870,  to  Miss 
Lucy  Thompson,  this  union  resulting  in  the  birth  of 
a  daughter,  December  4,  1871,  who  died  February 
10,  1880.  In  1.S80  Mr.  Franlz  came  to  Nebraska, 
and  to  Clay  County  in  1885,  purchasing  240  acres 
of  land,  which  he  has  improved  very  much,  and  is 
now  one  of  the  foremost  farmers  of  the  county. 
In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Re 
publican  party,  and  has  been  a  delegate  to  the 
conventions  a  number  of  times.  He  is  an  active 
member  of  the  school  board,  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  the  G.  A.  R. , 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church, 


William  H.  Frazell  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  on  160  acres  of  land  in  Section  10, 
Harvard  Township,  Clay  County.  Neb. ,  but  is  also 
the  owner  of  forty  acres  more  on  Section  15.  He 
was  born  near  Oquawka,  Henderson  County,  111., 
in  1848,  and  was  the  youngest  of  three  children 
born  to  Jason  and  Margaret  (Alder)  Frazell,  the 
former  a  native  of  Vermont,  a  son  of  Earl  Frazell, 
and  a  cooper  by  trade.  He  removed  to  Ohio  with 
his  parents  when  a  small  boy.  there  received  his 
schooling,  and  was  married  shortly  after  this  event, 
removing  to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  settling  in 
Henderson  County,  where  his  three  children  wore 
born:  Leonard  E.  (born  iu  1844),  Esther  A.  (born 
in  1846)  and  William  H.  (born  in  the  above-men- 
tioned year).  The  mother  of  these  childi'en  was  a 
daughter  of  Jonathan  Alder,  of  Ohio,  and  was  born 
in  1814  in  that  State,  her  death  taking  place  iu 
Illinois,  iu  1866.  Jason  Frazell  had  previously 
married  Catherine  Barler.  but  she  died  a  year  or  so 
later,  leaving  one  child:  Desire  (now  Mrs.  Black- 
burn, residing  in  Marshtown,  Minn.).  Mr.  Frazell' s 
third  and  last  marriage  took  place  in  1886,  and 
since  that  time  he  has  lived  a  retired  life  in  Gosper 
County,  Neb.  William  H.  Frazell  spent  his 
school  days  in  Illinois,  and  in  1866  started  out 
in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  being  married  the 
same  year,  and  in  that  State  made  his  home  until 
1871,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in 
Clay  County,  where  he  homesteaded  eighty  acres 
of  land.  He  has  since  added  forty  acres  to  his 
original  purchase,  this  property  being  purchased 
of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  and 
he  is  now  considered  one  of  the  prosperous  and 
wide  awake  farmers  of  this  region.  He  is  quite 
extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising,  his  horses 
being  of  an  exceptionally  good  grade,  and  his 
property  has  been  earned  by  hard  and  persistent 
endeavor.  He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  his 
early  manhood,  and  in  connection  with  his  farming 
operations  he  carries  on  this  business  also,  and 
has  constructed  some  of  the  best  buildings  in  the 
county,  among  which  are  many  of  his  own  build- 
ings. He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  has 
served  as  a  member  of  his  district  school  board, 
and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 


T' 


CLAY   COUNTY. 


447 


He  and  his  wife  (whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  S. 
Speck)  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
She  is  a  daughter  of  Frank  Speck,  of  Illinois,  and 
was  born  in  1848.  They  have  a  family  of  eight 
children:  Alma  E.  (born  in  1868,  is  the  wife  of 
Charles  Hasloah,  of  Eldorado  Township),  Louis  F., 
Olive  A.,  Emma  E..  Henry  W.,  Ira  L.,  Ella  O. 
and  Jennie  E. 

John  W.  French  is  one  of  the  most  successful 
and  extensive  farmers  and  stock  raisers  of  Clay 
County,  Neb.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Essex 
County,  England,  his  birth  occurring  at  Chelms- 
ford in  1838,  and  is  the  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Haverty)  French,  both  natives  of  England,  the 
father  born  about  1814  and  the  mother  ab(mt  1816. 
The  grandfather,  Thomas  French,  was  of  English 
descent.  On  the  mother's  side  our  subject  is  of 
Irish  descent,  her  ancestors  coming  from  County 
Galway,  Ireland.  His  grandmother  (Haverty) 
came  to  America  in  ISM,  bringing  Mr.  French 
with  her,  and  he  has  never  returned  to  his  native 
country  nor  has  he  ever  seen  his  family  since.  He 
and  his  grandmother  landed  in  New  York,  went 
from  there  to  Newark,  N.  J.,  and  finally  located  in 
Jersey  City  of  that  State,  where  he  remained  until 
1855.  From  there  he  went  to  Illinois,  locating  in 
Peoria  County,  where  he  remained  until  1861,  and 
then,  on  April  19  of  that  year,  enlisted  in  Com 
pany  A,  Second  Regiment  Illinois  Light  Artillery, 
and  served  until  September  14,  1864.  The  com- 
pany was  ordered  to  Alton,  111.,  on  July  6,  1861, 
from  there  to  St.  Charles,  Mo. ,  and  there  the  bat- 
tery was  separated  into  detachments  and  sent  to 
various  places,  meeting  again  at  Jefferson  Barracks, 
where  the  company  was  properly  mustered  into 
the  Union  service.  They  were  ordered  to  Jeffer- 
son City  by  Fremont,  thence  to  Boonville,  Mo., 
Georgetown,  etc.  In  the  fall  of  1861  it  formed  a 
part  of  Fremont's  expedition  to  Springfield,  but 
returned  to  Otterville  and  remained  in  the  vicinity 
until  January  '27,  1862,  when  it  was  placed  in 
Gen.  Jeff  C.  Davis'  division  and  ordered  to  Leb 
anon,  Mo.,  to  join  the  second  expedition  to  Spring- 
field under  Gen.  Curtis.  The  battery  was  a  part 
of  Gen.  Curtis'  command  at  Pea  Ridge,  Ark., 
fought  March  7  and  8,  1862.      Subsequently  the 


battery  was  divided,  and  one  section  under  Lieut. 
H.  Barnes  was  left  at  Cassville,  in  Southwestern 
Missouri.  Mr.  French  went  with  another  division 
to  Helena,  Ark.,  where  it  remained  until  the  scaring 
of  1863,  after  which  it  joined  the  army  of  Gen. 
Grant,  destined  to  operate  against  Vicksburg.  It 
took  part  in  the  battles  of  Port  Hudson,  Champion' s 
Hill  and  Black  River  Bridge,  at  which  place,  by 
order  of  Gen.  Lawler,  it  charged  with  the  infantry 
upon  the  enemy's  works,  crossed  the  ditch  sur- 
rounding the  parapet,  mounted  their  works,  and 
again  opened  fire  on  them.  This  battery  was  in 
the  front  during  the  entire  siege  of  Yieksbuj-g, 
and  upon  the  surrender  of  that  place  took  part  in 
the  expedition  against  Johnston  and  assisted  in  the 
second  taking  of  Jackson,  Miss.  Returning  to 
Vicksburg,  a  part  of  the  Thirteenth  Army  Corps 
was  transferred  to  the  Department  of  the  Gulf. 
In  1863  it  left  for  Carrollton,  La.,  where  it  was 
joined  by  Lieut.  Barnes,  and  remained  in  New 
Orleans  until  August,  1864;  then  it  formed  against 
Mobile  Bay  and  was  in  the  engagement  at  Forts 
Gaines,  Morgan  and  Powell.  Returning  to  New 
Orleans,  Mr.  French  came  to  Springfield,  111.,  and 
was  discharged  September  14,  1864.  He  lived 
near  Galva,  III.,  and  was  married  December  25, 
1867,  to  Miss  Julia  M.  Stanton,  daughter  of  D. 
R.  and  Mary  (Brace)  Stanton.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Walter  M. 
(born  October  22,  1868),  Willie  B.  (b..ni  March  12. 
1872),  Freddie  (deceased,  born  NDveinber  2(). 
1874),  Frank  L.  (born  November  26,  1S74),  Roy 
E.  (born  February  25,  1879).  Delma  J.  (born 
December  3,  1880),  Nettie  M.  (born  June  15, 
1884)  and  John  H.  (born  June  16,  1888).  Mr. 
French  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  fall  of  1872,  took 
a  soldier  homestead,  and  now  has  160  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  all  fenced  and  well  improved.  He 
has  forty-five  acres  of  godd  tame  grass,  raises  a 
good  grade  of  stock,  selliii';-  <inite  a  number  every 
year,  and  is  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of 
this  section.  He  is  a  member  of  Richardson  Post 
No.  60,  G.  A.  R. ,  at  Harvard.  He  is  a  Republican 
in  politics. 

Louis    F.    Fryar,    ex  county  clerk.    Clay  Cen 
ter.  Neb.     There  are  few  men  of  the  present  day 
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whom  the  world  acknowledges  as  successful,  more 
worthy  of  honorable  mention,  or  whose  life's  his- 
tory affords  a  better  example  of  what  may  be  ac- 
complished by  a  determined  will  and  perseverance, 
than  Louis  F.  Fryar.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
Darke  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  No- 
vember 1,  1842,  his  parents  being  Hezekiah  and 
Delilah  (Spencer)  Fryar,  natives,  respectively,  of 
"Virginia  and  Maryland.  The  parents  both  spent 
the  greater  part  of  their  lives  and  died  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio.  Louis  F.  Fryar  passed  his  boy 
hood  days  in  securing  an  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  in  1860  went  to  Rock  Island  County, 
111.,  where  in  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  A, 
Thirty- seventh  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  four  years  and  nine  months  in  the  War  of  the 
Rebellion.  Returning  to  Illinois,  he  resumed  farm- 
ing and  continued  this  until  his  removal  to  Ne- 
braska iu  1869.  He  first  located  in  Thayer  County, 
and  in  the  fall  of  1870  he  came  to  Clay  County, 
locating  at  Liberty  Farm.  When  the  town  of  Fair- 
field was  started  a  year  and  a  half  later,  he  re- 
moved to  that  place  and  engaged  in  the  agricult- 
ural implement  business.  In  1882  he  removed  to 
Clay  Center,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Mr. 
Fryar  has  always  been  a  stanch  Republican  in 
politics  and  was  elected  by  that  party  in  the  fall 
of  1881,  as  clerk  of  Clay  County,  which  position 
he  filled  in  a  highly  creditable  manner  for  eight 
years,  three  successive  terms.  He  was  married  to 
Miss  Laura  A.  Bancroft,  a  native  of  New  Hamp- 
shire and  a  distant  relative  of  the  famous  histo- 
rian of  that  name,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have 
been  four  living  children,  Louis  C,  Mabel,  Myrtle 
and  Earl.  Mr.  Fryar  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
Fraternity,  being  j)ast  master  of  Clay  Center 
Lodge  No.  139.  He  is  also  a  K.  of  P.,  and  belongs 
to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  G.  A.  R.  He  is  one  of  the 
prominent  men  of  the  county. 

William  L.  Gaddis,  farmer  and  proprietor  of 
an  express  line.  Harvard,  Neb.  Mr.  Gaddis,  one 
of  the  most  highly  respected  and  deservedly  pop- 
ular citizens  of  Harvard,  was  born  in  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  on  August  11,  1852,  and  is  the  son 
of  Allen  and  Sarah  J.  (Yeo)  Gaddis,  the  father  a 
native    of    Pennsylvania,     and    born    in    Fayette 


County,  and  the  latter  born  near  Winchester,  Fred- 
erick County,  Va.  William  L.  Gaddis  was  early 
taught  the  duties  of  farm  life  and  received  his  ed- 
ucation in  the  common  schools.  In  early  manhood 
he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  and  in  1879  he 
emigrated  to  the  West,  settling  on  a  farm  near 
Harvard,  Neb.  He  subsequently  bought  a  farm 
of  160  acres  in  Linn  Township,  Clay  County,  and 
this  he  still  owns,  also  a  fine  residence,  and  in  Har 
vard  two  business  houses.  In  1884  he  removed 
from  his  farm  to  Harvard,  and  for  the  past  two  years 
has  been  proprietor  of  an  express  line.  He  was  mar- 
ried on  February  28,  1882,  to  Miss  Rillie  Burdick, 
a  native  of  Juneau  County,  Wis.,  born  February 
10,  1859,  and  the  daughter  of  Jared  and  Isabel 
(Jones)  Burdick,  her  father  a  native  of  New  York 
State  and  her  mother  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Gaddis  are  the  parents  of  an  only  son. 
Earl  B.,  who  was  born  on  March  22,  1885.  Mr. 
Gaddis  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  the 
A.  O.  U.  W. ,  also  the  Select  Knights,  and  in  pol- 
itics affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a 
thoroixgh- going,  industrious  man  and  possesses  in 
an  eminent  degree  those  qualities  which  are  neces- 
sary to  success.  He  is  a  first-class  citizen  and 
he  and  his  wife  are  highly  respected.  Both  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Charles  E.  Gaddis,  dealer  in  confectionery,  etc. , 
Harvard,  Neb.  The  American  people,  now  the 
wealthiest,  are  rapidly  acquiring  the  cognomen  of 
the  most  luxurious  people  in  the  world.  In  their 
love  of  a  rich  diet  they  show  their  good  sense,  and 
their  high  living  is  seen  in  the  enormous  amount 
of  work,  both  mental  and  physical,  which  they 
perform.  It  is  for  this  reason  that  the  manufacture 
of  candy  and  fruit  preserves  has  come  to  be  one  of 
the  greatest  interests  of  our  country,  and  the  estab- 
lishments in  this  line  rank  in  standing  and  extent 
of  trade  with  any  class  of  business  concerns.  One 
of  these  institutions  is  conducted  by  Mr.  Charles 
E.  Gaddis,  who  was  born  in  Warren  County,  Ohio, 
on  April  23,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  Allen  and  Sarah 
J.  (Yeo)  Gaddis,  natives,  respectively,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Virginia,  and  the  grandson  of  William 
Gaddis.  His  maternal  grandparents  were  John 
and  Elizabeth  Yeo.      To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
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Mrs.  Gaddis  were  born  a  family  of  six  sons  and 
six  daughters,  five  of  whom  are  living.  The 
father  died  about  1865,  and  the  mother  in  Febru- 
ary, 1890.  Charles  E.  Gaddis,  as  soon  as  large 
enough,  assisted  on  his  father's  farm  in  his  native 
county  until  twenty  years  of  age,  or  mitil  1879, 
when  he  made  his  way  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and 
for  five  years  tilled  the  soil  in  the  vicinity  of  Har- 
vard. In  1884  he  located  in  Harvard,  and  in 
March,  1885,  he  became  the  owner  of  a  confec 
tionery  establishment,  which  he  has  very  success- 
fully conducted  ever  since.  He  was  married  on 
June  25,  1885,  to  Miss  Allie  M.  Dalton,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  who  bore  him  one  child,  Clara  Irene, 
whose  birth  occurred  on  February  17,  1888.  Mr. 
Gaddis  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  in 
politics  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  the  owner  of  one-half  of  the  opera  house  block 
in  Harvard,  which  property  he  and  H.  H.  Disbrow 
erected  in  1888.  Mr.  Gaddis  is  also  the  owner  of 
other  business  property  in  Harvard.  He  began 
with  nothing,  and,  although  young,  he  is  now  in 
good  circumstances.  He  has  those  characteristics 
of  energy,  promptness  and  sobriety  whichever  se- 
cure success. 

Casper  W.  Gardner,  butcher.  Harvard,  Neb. 
Among  the  many  fine  meat  stores  of  Harvard, 
none  are  more  worthy  of  consideration  than  that 
conducted  by  Mr.  Casper  W.  Gardner.  Courteous 
attention  awaits  customers  at  this  store,  while  con- 
fidence in  the  proprietor  and  his  assistants  is  fully 
justified.  Mr.  Gardner  owes  his  nativity  to  Bel- 
mont County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  on 
November  26,  1847,  and  he  is  one  of  nine  children, 
five  of  whom  are  living,  born  to  the  union  of  An- 
drew and  Susan  (Mercer)  Gardner,  the  former  a 
native  of  West  Virginia,  born  in  1813,  and  the  lat- 
ter born  in  1823.  The  father,  who  was  a  success- 
ful farmer,  died  in  June.  1880,  and  the  mother 
died  a  year  later.  Casper  W.  Gardner  accompa- 
nied his  parents  to  Lee  County,  Iowa,  when  but  two 
and  a  half  years  of  age,  and  was  there  reared  on 
a  farm.  At  the  age  of  twenty  three  years  he 
emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  after  stopping  a  few 
months  in  Lincoln  City,  in  June,  1871,  came  to 
Clay  County,  where  he  took  a  pre-emption  of  160 


acres  near  Harvard.  He  resided  on  this  a  year 
and  then  sold  his  right  and  secured  a  position  as 
baggage  master  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  holding  the  same  for  one  year. 
He  then  followed  the  carpenter's  trade  for  three 
years,  and  later  learned  the  butcher' s  trade,  which 
he  has  continued  ever  since.  For  the  past  ten 
years  he  has  conducted  a  meat  market  of  his  own, 
and  has  been  very  successful,  now  carrying  on  a 
thriving  trade.  He  was  married  on  December  15, 
1880,  to  Miss  Ella  Nora  Moore,  a  native  of  Clinton 
County,  Ohio,  born  December  1,  1858,  and  the 
daughter  of  Taylor  and  Eleanor  J.  (Tiegue)  Moore. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Gardner  have  had  four  children: 
Nora,  Ruby,  Clyde  and  Erraa,  of  whom  Nora  died, 
aged  twenty-one  months.  Mr.  Gardner  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  F.&  A.  M.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the 
M.  W.  A.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican.  He  is 
an  enterprising  business  man,  and  has  many  warm 
friends. 

Daniel  W.  Garver.  Among  the  individuals  of 
the  present  day  worthy  of  honorable  mention  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  first  saw  the  light 
of  day  in  Fraukliri  County,  Pa.,  October  20, 
1850,  his  parents  being  Benjamin  and  Barbara 
(Bender)  Garver,  who  were  born  in  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Maryland,  respectively.  Daniel  W.  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  the  "Keystone  State,"  came 
to  Illinois  in  1869,  and  there  completed  a  very  lib- 
eral education  in  the  State  Normal  School  at  Nor- 
mal, 111.  He  followed  school-teaching  as  a  pro 
fession  from  the  age  of  sixteen  years  until  1883, 
but  also  followed  farming  from  1872  up  to  that 
time.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  came  to  Clay 
County,  Neb. ,  and  pre-empted  a  quarter  section  of 
land  in  Lone  Tree  Township,  where  he  has  since 
resided,  having  purchased  an  additional  eighty 
acres  adjoining,  in  Section  29.  In  the  fall  of  1873 
he  was  elected  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  tilled  this  position  in  a  faithful  and  highly 
efficient  manner  for  one  term  of  two  years.  He 
then  taught  school  in  the  county  until  1883,  since 
which  time  he  has  devoted  his  attention  to  his  farm 
and  to  the  raising  of  stock,  in  which  enterprises  he 
has  been  one  of  the  most  successful  in  his  town 
ship.      He  has  always  supported  the  principles  of 
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the  Republican  party  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  He  was  married  on  September 
20,  1874,  to  Miss  Sarah  R.  Epley,  a  native  of 
Stephenson  County,  III.,  and  a  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Mary  (Heekman)  Epley,  and  by  her  he  has  a 
family  of  three  childi-en:  Clytie  B.,  Harry  G.  and 
Frederick  B. 

Isaac  Gill,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Glenville, 
Neb.  In  the  history  of  Glenville  and  Glenville 
Township,  in  the  development,  growth  and  contin- 
ued advance  to  communities  of  wealth  and  influ- 
ence in  the  county,  Isaac  Gill  has  borne  a  promi- 
nent part.  He  was  originally  from  the  Keystone 
State,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  July  7,  1828, 
and  his  parents,  John  and  Myra  P.  (Arnold)  Gill, 
were  natives  also  of  Pennsylvania,  the  father  born 
in  1807  and  the  mother  in  1817.  Being  compelled 
to  work  for  a  living  at  an  early  day,  Isaac  was  en- 
abled to  obtain  but  a  slight  education,  and  when 
nineteen  years  of  age  he  commenced  learning  the 
shoemaker's  trade  with  his  uncle,  Jacob  Arnold,  of 
Snyder  County,  Pa.  After  continuing  with  him 
for  two  years  he  opened  a  shop  in  Union  County, 
Pa. ,  where  he  remained  five  years,  doing  a  first- 
class  business  and  then  sold  out  and  returned  to 
his  uncle,  in  whose  employ  he  entered.  Three 
years  later  he  formed  the  notion  of  going  west, 
and  consequently  emigrated  to  Stephenson  County, 
III,  where  he  worked  at  his  trade  and  followed 
farming  for  sixteen  years.  After  that  he  emi- 
grated to  Nebraska  and  homesteaded  a  farm  of 
eighty  acres  near  his  present  home.  About  1847 
he  married  Miss  Susanna  M.  Burns,  a  native  of 
Pennsylvan  a,  born  in  1826,  and  the  daughter  of 
John  and  Hannah  (Reitz)  Burns.  To  this  union 
was  born  one  child,  Mary  (now  the  wife  of  Jere 
miah  Epley,  whom  she  married  in  1870,  and  by 
him  became  the  mother  of  seven  children:  George 
W.,  Eddie  E.,  Ollie  0.,  Laura  A.,  Frank,  Charles 
and  Malinda  B.  This  family  recently  moved  to 
Albany,  Ore.).  After  the  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter Mrs.  Gill's  health  failed,  and  her  death 
occurred  in  October,  1888.  During  the  same  year 
Mr.  Gill  sold  his  homestead  to  go  west  to  Oregon 
with  his  son-in-law,  but  Mr.  Epley  not  selling  his 
place,   Mr.   Gill  purchased   his    present    home   of 


forty  acres  and  is  now  prepared  to  spend  the  bal- 
ance of  his  days  in  peace  and  comfort.  On  Sep- 
tember 22.  1889,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Margaret 
Dutt,  born  May  25,  1826,  and  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  twelve  children,  the  result  of  the  union 
of  John  and  Catherine  (Croye)  Knisley,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania.  Mrs.  Gill  was  a  resident  of  the 
Keystone  State  until  1876,  when  she  visited  her 
son,  Willliam  T.  Stufft,  of  Clay  County.  Neb. ,  but 
returned  to  her  home  two  years  later.  In  1886 
she  returned  paying  them  another  visit.  Mr.  Gill 
is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Glenville. 
He  is  always  ready  to  assist  in  all  enterprises  of  a 
public  nature  and  benefit,  and  is  one  of  Glenville' s 
foremost  citizens. 

Jacob  H.  Goehring,  retired.  Harvard,  Neb.  As 
an  evidence  of  the  usefnlness  and  prominence  to 
which  those  of  foreign  birth  have  seemed  to  attain 
in  this  coimty,  attention  may  be  directed  to  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  a  native  of  Bavaria,  born 
January  24,  1832,  and  the  son  of  Louis  and  Kate 
Goehring.  Jacob  H.  Goehring  came  to  America 
when  but  ten  years  of  age,  and  spent  his  youth  in 
New  York  State,  working  at  the  brewing  business. 
He  left  the  State  of  New  York,  went  to  St.  Louis, 
and  three  years  later  to  New  Orleans,  La. ,  where 
he  spent  seven  years.  Returning  northward  to 
Peoria,  111.,  he  was  married  there  in  1858  to  Julia 
Schmidt.  He  afterward  resided  in  Chicago  for 
four  years,  in  Racine,  Wis.,  for  four  years,  and 
then,  in  1872,  emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  settled 
in  Harvard,  Clay  County.  Since  coming  here  he 
has  given  his  principal  attention  to  hotel-keeping 
until  lately,  and  by  his  pleasant  and  hospitable 
manner  made  a  success  of  that  business.  He  re 
tired  from  that,  however,  a  few  years  ago,  and  is 
now  living  a  retired  life.  He  is  regarded  as  relia- 
ble and  straightforward,  and  has  deservedly  ac- 
quired a  comfortable  competency.  To  his  mar- 
riage were  born  two  interesting  children:  Adolph 
and  Ida,  both  of  whom  are  married.  In  politics 
Mr.  Goehring  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  is  one  of  the  many  excellent  citi'^ens  of  the 
county. 

Frank  S.  Granger  is  the  assistant  superintend- 
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ent  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
at  Edgar,  Neb.,  and  in  addition  to  filling  this  posi- 
tioQ  with  grace  and  ability,  has  been  active  in  all 
public  matters,  and  is  a  decided  acquisition  to  the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Detroit,  Mich.,  January 
4,  1855,  and  is  a  son  of  Sylvester  and  Mary  (Ver 
nia)  Granger,  natives,  respectively,  of  New  York 
and  France.  He  was  reared  and  educated  in  the 
' '  Hoosier  State  ' '  and  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen 
years  began  railroading  as  a  brakeman  for  the 
Pennsylvania  Railroad  system,  and  remained  with 
this  company  for  five  years,  rising  to  the  position 
of  conductor.  In  1880  he  entered  the  employ  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  as  brake-  I 
man,  but  was  soon  promoted  to  the  position  of  con- 
ductor of  a  freight  train  and  afterward  to  passen- 
ger conductor,  then  to  train  master.  February  1, 
1889,  he  was  made  assistant  superintendent  of  the 
Southern  Division  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  and  in  this  capacity  has  proved  an 
influential,  faithful  and  highly  efficient  officer.  He 
has  always  been  a  great  fancier  of  fine  stock,  es- 
pecially horses,  and  while  not  professionally  in  the 
l)usiness  he  has  some  fine  specimens  of  registered 
trotting  horses  and  Jersey  cattle  in  his  stables  at 
Edgar.  He  has  always  voted  for  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and  socially  is 
a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason.  It  may  be  faithfully  stated  in  conclusion 
that  he  is  one  of  the  representative  and  enterpris- 
ing citizens  of  this  portion  of  the  State,  and  com- 
mands the  respect  of  all  for  his  many  worthy  so- 
cial and  business  qualities.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Lizzie  Harnden,  who  was  born  near  Montreal, 
Canada,  took  place  September  15,  1877,  and  their 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three  children: 
Ina,  Charles  E.  and  Harvey  C.  Mr.  Granger  is  a 
stockholder  in  the  Edgar  Canning  Factory. 

William  Griess,  merchant,  Sutton,  Neb.  Of 
the  many  prominent  and  successful  business  men 
of  foreign  birth  now  residing  in  Clay  County,  none 
are  more  deserving  of  mention  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  who  is  not  only  a  prominent  merchant, 
but  has  held  a  number  of  positions  of  trust  in  the 
county.  He  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  and  is  filling  that  position  in  a  cap- 


able and  efficient  manner.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Russia  on  November  7,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Margaretha  (Roemmich)  Griess,  natives 
also  of  Russia.  The  father  was  born  in  August, 
1819,  and  died  in  Sutton,  Neb.,  in  February,  1885. 
He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation  and  fallowed  this 
calling  in  his  native  country  for  many  years.  After 
coming  to  America  he  was  engaged  in  the  grain 
business  in  Sutton  and  was  an  active  business  man. 
The  mother  was  born  in  April,  1821,  and  died  in 
Sutton  in  January,  1888.  William  Griess,  the 
fourth  of  five  children,  was  early  taught  the  duties 
of  farm  life,  and  received  his  education  at  the 
Odessa  Reform  School,  where  he  spent  four  and  a 
half  years  of  his  life  and  from  which  he  graduated 
in  1868.  The  family  then  emigrated  to  America, 
settled  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1873,  and 
William  remained  on  the  farm  for  five  years. 
He  then  came  to  Sutton  and  for  six  years  was  en- 
gaged in  the  grain  business,  continuing  until 
1885.  In  1883,  however,  he  engaged  in  the  gen- 
eral merchandising  business  and  continued  the  two 
until  1885,  since  which  time  he  has  been  merchan- 
dising. His  present  business  building  was  com- 
pleted in  1888,  and  is  a  brick,  100x24  feet,  and 
one  of  the  be.st- furnished  stores  in  this  part  of  Ne- 
braska. He  is  doing  a  good  business.  Mr.  Griess 
is  an  uncompromising  Republican,  and  in  1888  was 
elected  a  member  of  the  county  board.  He  is  also 
a  member  of  the  Sutton  council.  He  was  married 
in  1873  to  Miss  Kate  Ochsner,  a  native  of  Russia, 
born  in  1856,  and  to  them  have  been  born  six  chil- 
dren: William  F.,  LydiaK.,  Maggie  S.,  Mary  A., 
Leon  K.  and  Frieda  H.  Mr.  Griess  is  an  old  set- 
tler of  Clay  County,  and  one  of  its  representative 
men.  He  and  family  are  members  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church.  He  still  owns  the  farm  four 
miles  north  of  Sutton,  consisting  of  560  acres  of 
well-improved  land. 

P.  Griess,  grain  dealer,  Sutton,  Neb.  No  bet 
ter  proof  of  the  advancement  of  Clay  County,  and 
especially  the  town  of  Sutton,  within  the  last  ten 
years  can  be  shown,  than  the  dimensions  which  the 
grain  traffic  has  assumed.  One  of  the  largest 
dealers  and  best-known  business  men  of  Sut- 
ton is  P.   Griess,    who  was  born  in  Russia  Feb- 
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ruary  14.  1851,  aud  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Mar- 
garetha  (Roemmicb)  Griess,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Russia.  P.  Griess  was  the  third  of  five 
living  children,  and  was  reared  in  Russia,  attend- 
ing school  at  Odessa,  where  he  remained  four  and 
a  half  years,  and  graduating  from  the  school  in  1868. 
He  then  came  with  his  parents  to  the  United  States, 
settled  in  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  in  1873.  and  for  twelve 
years  was  engaged  in  farming.  Since  then  he  has 
been  in  the  grain  business,  is  the  owner  of  two  ele- 
vators in  Sutton,  and  does  all  the  grain  business  on 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  at  this 
point.  He  is  the  owner  of  600  acres  of  land  four 
and  a  half  miles  northwest  of  Sutton,  and  has  it 
all  well  improved.  He  was  married  in  1870  to 
Miss  Sophia  Grosshans,  a  native  also  of  Russia, 
born  September  17,1 850,  and  the  fruits  of  this 
union  have  been  nine  children:  Theodore,  Henry, 
John,  AVilliam,  Edward,  Albert,  Ferdinand,  Lydia 
and  Gustave  M.  In  politics  Mr.  Griess  is  Demo- 
cratic, but  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for 
R.  B.  Hayes.  As  a  farmer  Mr.  Griess  was 
one  of  the  best  in  Clay  County,  and  October  19, 
1SS5,  he  removed  to  the  town  of  Sutton  from  his 
farm.  In  1888  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the 
Sutton  schpol  board,  and  tilled  that  position  in  a 
highly  creditable  manner.  He  is  one  of  the  old 
settlers  of  Clay  County,  and  one  of  the  leading 
citizens.  He  is  a  member  of  the  German  Reformed 
Church. 

Elias  G.  Grott',  surveyor.  Clay  Center,  Neb. 
Mr.  GrofF,  who  is  the  present  able  and  efficient 
inciimbent  of  the  office  of  county  surveyor,  was 
born  in  Lancaster  Coiinty,  Pa.,  on  January  11, 
1828.  and  is  one  of  the  following  children  born  to 
Mark  S.  and  Nancy  (Good)  GrofP:  Elias  G.,  Solo- 
mon G.  (a  resident  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.), 
Marks  G.  (a  resident  of  Hannibal,  Mo.),  Frances 
(wife  of  Christian  S.  Hoffman,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster 
County),  John  G.  (deceased),  Michael  G.  (resides 
in  Lancaster  County),  Anna  (deceased,  who  was 
the  wife  of  Moyer  Hoover,  of  Lancaster  County), 
Catherine  (wife  of  Lewis  Wingenroth,  of  the  same 
county),  and  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Mr.  Aaron  D. 
Christ,  of  Du  Page  County.  111.).  The  parents 
were  both  natives  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa. , 


they  spent  their  entire  lives,  the  father  being  a 
descendant  of  one  of  the  earliest  and  most  influ- 
ential families  of  that  State  and  county.  His 
ancestor,  Hans  Graaf,  located  in  said  county  in 
1717,  and  was  the  first  settler  of  Earl  Township, 
which  was  so  named  in  honor  of  him,  and  has 
since  been  divided  into  Earl.  Earl  East  and  Earl 
West.  Elias  G.  Groff  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
his  native  cou^nty,  secured  an  academic  education, 
which  he  later  improved  by  attending  the  State 
Normal  School  and  by  private  study  during  the 
thirteen  years  he  taught  school  in  his  native 
county.  He  became  proficient  as  a  teacher,  and 
was  for  three  years  principal  of  the  public  schools 
at  New  Holland  in  Lancaster  County.  He  also 
studied  civil  engineering,  which  he  followed, 
together  with  abstracting,  settling  of  estates  and 
conveyancing  of  real  estate  after  his  time  of 
"  pedagoguing."  until  he  left  for  the  West  in 
1879.  He  came  direct  to  this  county,  located  upon 
a  farm  near  Inland,  whence,  in  1882,  upon  his 
qualifications  in  civil  engineering  becoming  known, 
he  was  appointed  county  surveyor  to  fill  a  vacancy 
then  existing.  The  following  year  he  was  elected 
to  this  office,  and  has  held  that  position  contin- 
uously fi-om  that  time  to  the  present  by  re-election. 
It  is  needless  to  say  he  has  discharged  the  duties  in 
a  highly  efficient  and  capable  manner.  He  was  mar- 
ried, March  1 1,  1858,  to  Miss  Catherine  A.  DifFen- 
derft'er,  a  native  also  of  Lancaster  County,  Pa.,  and 
a  descendant,  too,  of  one  of  the  prominent  pioneer 
families  of  that  region.  She  died  October  7,  1887, 
having  borne  him  the  following  children:  Anna 
Mary  (wife  of  \Villiam  H.  Sheets,  of  Clay  County), 
David  D.  (deceased),  Frederick  W.  (deceased), 
Charles  C.  and  Helen  Amelia  (the  latter  two  now 
at  home).  Mr.  GrofF  was  originally  a  Whig  in 
politics,  and  was  a  warm  advocate  of  the  Union 
cause  during  the  late  war,  holding  a  position  in  the 
United  States  revenue  service  soon  after  the  Rebel- 
lion. He  has  been  a  stanch  Republican  since  the 
organization  of  the  party,  and  has  always  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  welfare  of  his  party  both 
here  and  in  his  former  home,  where  he  also  held 
for  ten  years  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
school  director  for  thirteen  vears,   and  other  local 
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offices  of  more  or  less  importance.  Socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  Masoaic  Fraternity,  the  I.  O.  O. 
F..  the  K.  of  P.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Encampment.  He  was  originally  a  member  of  the 
Reformed  Church  of  the  United  States,  and  was 
closely  identified  in  his  former  home  with  church 
and  Sunday-school  work,  having  siiperintended  the 
Sunday-school  of  his  church  for  twenty  two  years. 
Since  his  residence  here  he  has  affiliated  with  the 
Congregationalists,  and  is  a  consistent  member  and 
trustee  of  that  religious  body. 

Henry  Grosshans,  president  of  First  National 
Bank,  Sutton,  Neb.  In  looking  over  a  compara- 
tive statement  of  the  institutions  of  a  financial 
character  doing  business  in  this  city,  we  iind  them 
in  comparison  with  the  same  class  of  organizations 
elsewhere,  solvent,  prosperous  and  useful  in  the 
highest  degree.  The  First  National  Bank  adds  no 
little  to  this,  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  sub 
stantial  of  its  kind  in  tjie  State.  The  president  of 
this  bank,  Mr.  Grosshans,  was  born  in  Russia  on 
March  13,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Chris- 
tina (Melhaffe)  Grosshans,  natives  of  Germany. 
The  father's  birth  occurred  in  l.S'20,  and  he  is  now 
a  resident  of  Clay  County,  Neb.  The  mother  died 
in  Russia  in  1863.  Mr.  Grosshans,  the  youngest 
of  eight  living  children,  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1878,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  settled  in  Clay 
County.  He  followed  farming  for  two  years,  and 
after  that  was  in  the  grain  business  for  seven  years. 
From  that  time  up  to  1889  he  was  in  the  agri- 
cultural implement  business,  and  in  November  of 
that  year  he  was  elected  president  of  the  First 
National  Bank,  which  position  he  is  holding  at  the 
present  time.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
in  1887  was  elected  mayor  of  Sutton,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  for  one  year.  He  has  always  taken 
a  deep  interest  in  political  affairs.  In  1883  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lizzie  Zimbelman,  a  native  of 
Russia,  born  in  1863,  and  they  have  two  children: 
Henry  J.  and  Herbert  A.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  German  Reformed  Church,  and  are 
highly  respected  residents  of  the  county,  where 
they  have  made  their  home  for  the  past  sixteen 
years. 

I.  M.  Grubb,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Glenville, 


Neb.  In  the  history  of  Inland  Township,  in  its 
development,  growth  and  continned  advance  to 
communities  of  wealth  and  influence  in  the  county, 
I.  M.  Grubb  has  borne  a  prominent  part.  Born 
in  McMinn  County,  Tenn.,  in  1839,  he  is  the  son 
of  William  and  Mahala  (Anderson)  Grubb,  natives 
of  Tennessee  and  Virginia,  respectively.  The 
father  followed  farming  in  Tennessee  in  his  younger 
days,  and  was  married  about  1823,  first  to  a  Miss 
Plaiik,  who  bore  him  six  living  children:  John, 
Mary,  James,  Margaret,  Elizabeth  Ann  and  Sarah 
Emiline.  The  mother  of  these  children  died  in 
1834,  and  his  second  marriage  was  to  our  subject's 
mother,  in  1835.  To  the  last  union  were  born  five 
children;  M'illiam  L.,  Isaac  M.,  Henry  S.,  Peter  J. 
and  Allen  W.  The  father  died  in  Tennessee  in 
1846,  and  the  mother  in  1887.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Abijah  and  Mary  An- 
derson, were  natives  of  Delaware.  I.  M.  Grubb 
passed  his  boyhood  days  in  McMinn  County,  Tenn., 
and  started  out  for  himself  as  a  farmer  in  1861. 
In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Sixteenth  Bat- 
talion Tennessee  Cavalry,  and  was  in  the  fight  of 
Chickamauga,  also  a  number  of  skirmishes.  He 
received  his  discharge  in  1863,  and  afterward  en- 
gaged in  farming.  In  1856  he  emigrated  to  Henry 
County,  Iowa,  and  was  there  married  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Anderson,  daughter 
of  Peter  and  Sarah  Anderson,  of  Iowa.  Mr.  Grubb 
is  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  while  in  Iowa  worked 
at  this  with  success,  from  1866  to  1878,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Clay  County,  Neb.  He  bought  160 
acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has  added,  and  now 
has  200  acres  of  excellent  land.  It  was  all  prairie, 
but  this  he  has  improved,  and  is  given  a  recog- 
nized position  among  the  leading  agriculturists  of 
this  township.  In  politics  he  is  independent,  and 
in  all  matters  of  education  and  progress  he  takes  a 
warm  interest.  He  reared  three  children,  but  only 
two  are  now  living:  Laura  (died  in  1873),  Joseph 
P.  (at  home)  and  Frank  A.  (also  at  home).  Mr. 
Grubb  was  justice  of  the  peace  in  Inland  Town- 
ship in  1880,  and  he  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  in  District  No.  61.  His  wife  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Elmer  E.    Hairgrove,    attorney,   Sutton,    Neb. 
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This  prominent  member  of  the  legal  profession 
was  born  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  on  August  7,  1861, 
and  is  the  son  of  William  J.  and  Minerva  J. 
(Whitlock)  Hairgrove,  the  father  born  in  Alabama 
in  1832  and  the  mother  at  Jacksonville,  111.,  in 
1833.  The  father  was  a  successful  agriculturist, 
but  is  now  retired.  Of  the  four  children  born  to 
his  marriage,  Elmer  E.  is  the  youngest.  He  first 
allended  the  public  schools  of  Jacksonville,  and 
in  1882  graduated  from  Illinois  College  at  that 
place.  In  1884  he  graduated  from  Drake  Univer- 
sity at  Des  Moines,  Iowa,  law  department,  and 
afterward  located  for  the  active  practice  of  his  pro- 
fession at  Waverly,  111.,  where  he  continued  until 
March,  1888,  when  he  came  to  Sutton.  There,  the 
May  following,  he  was  admitted  to  the  Clay  County 
bar.  For  two  terms  he  was  city  attorney  of 
Waverly,  HI.,  and  is  a  young  man  of  unusual  abil- 
ity and  promise.  He  is  doing  a  good  business  and 
is  an  energetic  student.  On  December  11,  1884, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Lizzie  Gray,  a 
native  of  Keokuk,  Iowa,  born  on  April  3,  1865, 
and  to  them  has  been  born  one  child,  Anna  E.  Mr. 
Hairgrove  is  a  member  of  Sutton  Lodge  No.  To, 
K.  of  P.,  and  he  and  Mrs  Hairgrove  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  M.  Halloran.  grain  and  coal  dealer.  Inland, 
Neb.  Among  the  enterprising  business  houses  of 
this  town,  whose  operations  are  worthy  of  record 
in  a  work  of  this  kind,  is  that  of  Mr.  J.  M.  Hallo- 
ran,  dealer  in  grain  and  coal.  This  business  was 
established  here  in  1887  by  Mr.  Halloran,  and  in 
it  he  has  been  very  successful.  This  gentleman 
was  born  in  La  Salle  County,  near  La -Salle,  111., 
in  1802,  and  is  the  eldest  of  five  children,  the  re- 
sult of  the  union  of  Michael  and  Johanna  (Don- 
ivan)  Halloran.  The  father  was  born  in  Ireland, 
but  about  1855  he  immigrated  to  this  country  and 
settled  on  a  farm  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  where 
he  married  Miss  Johanna  Douivan,  who  bore  him 
these  children:  John  M.,  Mary,  Nellie.  Michael 
and  Maggie.  Later  the  father  moved  to  Woodford 
County,  111.,  farmed  there  for  a  few  years,  and 
came  with  his  family  to  Adams  County,  Neb.,  set- 
tling on  land  purchased  of  the  railroad  company 
in  1878.      He  has  become  a  large  land  holder  and 


has  over  a  thousand  acres.  He  started  to  buy 
grain  in  a  town  (Halloran  Station,  Adams  County, 
Neb.),  named  after  himself,  in  1884,  and  there  he 
still  resides,  engaged  in  that  business.  In  politics 
he  is  strongly  Democratic.  In  1887  our  subject 
started  in  the  grain  business  in  Inland,  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  and  has  continued  this  successfully 
since.  He  also  has  a  tract  of  land  in  Clay  County, 
which  he  is  actively  engaged  in  improving.  Like 
his  father  he  is  Democratic  in  his  political  princi- 
ples, and  is  interested  in  all  matters  relating  to  the 
good  of  the  county. 

Nels  Hanson,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Sutton, 
Neb.  In  the  history  of  Clay  County,  in  its  devel- 
opment, growth  and  continued  advance  to  a  com- 
munity of  wealth  and  influence,  Mr.  Hanson  has 
borne  a  prominent  part.  He  is  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers,  and  the  neatness  and  system  dis- 
played in  and  about  his  farm  indicate  to  a  certainty 
the  progressive  and  Intelligent  citizen  that  he  is. 
He  was  born  in  Denmark  on  October  25,  1850,  and 
there  received  a  good  practical  education  in  the 
common  schools.  He  then  began  tilling  the  soil, 
and  tliis  continued  until  1872,  when  he  emigrated 
to  the  United  States,  landing  in  New  York,  but 
locating  a  short  time  afterward  in  Madison  County, 
111.  After  remaining  there  a  short  time  he  went  to 
Du  Page  County,  and  after  a  residence  there  of 
four  years,  immigrated  to  Nebraska.  He  purchased 
a  claim,  now  his  present  home,  and  soon  was  ac- 
tively engaged  in  improving  the  same.  In  1877 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Cary  Gormsen,  a  native  of 
Denmark,  and  to  them  were  born  four  children: 
Mary  E.,  Hans  M.,  WOlie  and  Dora.  By  careful 
management  and  economy  Mr.  Hanson  has  become 
the  owner  of  200  acres  in  this  township  and 
eighty  acres  in  Sutton  Township.  He  has  his  farm 
under  fence,  has  a  goo  1  barn,  good  cattle  sheds, 
wind-mill,  granaries,  and,  in  fact,  has  everything 
to  contribute  to  comfort.  Mr.  Hanson  is  the  son 
of  Hans  Nelson  and  Mary  (Nelson)  Hanson,  natives 
also  of  Denmark. 

Albert  Hardy,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Fair- 
field, Neb.  Mr.  Hardy,  one  of  the  enterprising 
and  substantial  farmer  of  the  county,  owes  his 
nativity  to  Meigs  County,  Ohio,  where   his  birth 


^ 


:rr 


CLAY  COUNTY. 


occurred  on  July  2,  1846,  and  is  the  fifth  child 
born  to  the  union  of  Russell  and  Elizabeth  (Smith) 
Hardy,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Virginia,  respectively. 
The  father  spent  his  school  days  in  Ohio,  and  was 
a  coal  miner  by  occupation.  When  about  twenty- 
three  years  of  age  he  married  Miss  Smith,  and  to 
this  union  were  born  six  children,  only  two  of 
whom  are  now  living:  John  (of  Athens  County, 
Ohio)  and  Albert.  The  parents  are  still  living, 
and  make  their  home  in  Will  County,  III.  Albert 
Hardy  started  out  in  life  for  himself  at  about  the  age 
of  twelve  years  by  commencing  to  learn  the  black- 
smith's trade,  but  gave  this  uf)  to  join  the  army. 
He  entered  the  United  States  service  in  1802,  in 
Company  K,  One  Hundredth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry,  and  was  in  the  following  engagements: 
Mount  Vernon,  Stone  River,  Chickamauga,  Mis- 
sionary Ridge,  Atlanta  campaign,  Franklin  and 
Nashville.  He  was  wounded  in  the  right  leg  at 
Chickamauga,  and  was  discharged  at  Chicago,  111., 
in  1865,  after  being  in  service  two  year.s,  ten  months 
and  eleven  days.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  re- 
turned home,  attended  school  for  about  a  year,  and 
then  took  up  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  in  Wiscon- 
sin. He  was  married  on  August  2,  186.S,  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Fish  burn,  daughter  of  John  and  Martha 
(Cox)  Fishburn,  who  moved  to  Will  County.  III.,  in 
1831,  and  Mrs.  Fishburn  was  the  first  white  woman 
to  reside  in  Wilmington,  111.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Hardy  were  born  two  children :  Otis  (whose  birth 
occurred  on  September  15,  1873,  named  after  Otis 
Hardy,  of  Joliet,  111.),  and  Cynthia  Ella  (born  No- 
vember 13,  1875).  Mr.  Hardy  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  in  the  fall  of  1871,  and  homesteaded  his 
present  farm.  ILs  is  one  of  the  early  settlers,  and 
has  witnessed  the  development  and  growth  of  the 
country.  He  was  very  fond  of  hunting,  and  as 
game  was  abundant,  kept  his  family  for  the  first 
two  years  in  meat.  The  main  herd  of  buffaloes  at 
that  time  was  between  the  Little  Blue  and  the  Re- 
publican Rivers,  during  the  winter  of  1871  and 
1872.  The  last  buffalo  killed  in  Clay  County  was 
brought  down  in  front  of  Mr.  Hardy's  house  on 
April  30,  1874,  and  his  front  gate  now  marks  the 
spot.  Mr.  Hardy  is  an  active  Prohibitionist  in 
politics,  and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.      He  is 


also  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  an 
active  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
He  organized  the  lirst  Sunday  school  in  Clay 
County,  December  10,  1871,  and  takes  a  deep  in- 
terest in  all  church  work.  He  likes  Nebraska,  and 
intends  making  that  State  his  permanent  home. 
He  is  raising  Jersey  cattle,  Poland- China  hogs 
and  a  good  grade  of  horses,  and  is  one  of  the  en 
terjirising  citizens  of  the  county. 

William  Harrison,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ve- 
rona, Clay  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Harrison  was  origin- 
ally from  England,  where  his  birth  occurred  on 
July  30,  1830,  in  Poulton  Wilts,  and  is  the  second 
of  seven  children,  four  sons  and  three  daughters 
born  to  the  union  of  John  and  Ann  (Ivey)  Harri- 
son, natives  also  of  England.  In  1854  our  subject 
crossed  the  ocean,  and  settled  in  Caledonia,  Racine 
County,  Wis. ,  where  he  cultivated  the  soil  until  Sep- 
tember 1,  1864,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  G, 
Forty-third  Regiment,  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  un 
der  Col.  Asa  Cobb,  and  operated  principally  in 
Tennessee.      He  was  taken  sick  in  Johnsonville,  of 

I  that  State,  sent  to  the  hospital   at  Nashville  and 

'  later  to  Milwaiikee,  Wis.,  where  he  remained  until 
the  close  of  the  war.  In  1871,  he  took  a  contract 
for  building  bridges  on  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee 
&  St.  Paul  Railroad,  under  Lindon,  Lander  & 
Shepherd,  of  Minneapolis,  Minn.,  from  186U  to 
1872.  During  that  time  he  was  treasurer  of  Cale- 
donia Township.  At  the  expiration  of  that  term 
Mr.  Harrison  went  to  Nebraska  on  a  visit,  but  lik- 
ing the  country  quite  well,  concluded  to  locate  and 
homesteaded  his  present  farm  in  1873,  on  Section 

j  13,  Town  6,  Range  5  west.  He  was  married  on 
November  15,  1853,  to  Miss  Ann  Page,  a  native  of 

I  Middlesex,  England.  She  was  born  in  1829,  being 
the  oldest  of  eleven  children,  the  result  of  the 
union  of  John  and  Ann  (Fisher)  Page.  To  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Harrison  were  born  eleven  children,  nine 
now  living:  John  W.,  Elizabeth  A.  (wife  of  A.  W. 
Hall),  Richard  Francis  (deceased),  Douglas  L. , 
Elmer  E.,  Ulysses  G.,  Isaac  H.  (deceased),  George, 
Page,  Albert  and  Robert  W.  The  first  experience 
of  Mr.  Harrison  in  Nebraska  was  three  days  in  a  sod- 
house  8x10  feet,  through  a  storm  of  snow  and  hail, 

1  then  in  1875  he  experienced  the  plague  of  grass 
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hoppers,  in  1879  the  drought,  and  in  1880  and  1881 
immense  hail  stones.  During  his  residence  here  he 
has  been  township  treasurer,  school  clerk  of.  his 
district,  justice  of  the  peace  and  has  held  numerous 
other  local  oiSces.  He  is  a  Repul)lican  in  politics. 
Himself  and  family  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  is  Sunday  school  super 
intendent  and  steward.  He  has  an  excellent  farm 
of  480  acres,  and  fine  groves,  orchard  and  substan- 
tial buildings.  In  1885  he  and  his  sons  went  to 
Dundy  County  and  took  up  sis  timber  claims  and 
two  homesteads,  which  they  have  since  improved 
until  they  are  now  valuable  farms.  Mr.  Harrison, 
in  connection  with  his  sons,  has  1,840  acres  of 
land.  J.  W.,  D.  L.,  E.  E..  Grant  and  A.  W.  Hall 
are  living  on  their  places  and  Mr.  Harrison  in- 
tends following  soon.  During  the  fall  and  winter 
the  boys  ran  a  sheller  and  threshing  machine  and 
are  watching  every  opportunity  to  better  their  con- 
dition, but  yet  are  not  grasping.  They  assist  in 
all  laudable  enterprises  and  extend  a  helping  hand 
to  their  neighbors  in  distress. 

William  A.  Hart.  On  his  present  homestead 
of  360  acres,  situated  near  Edgar,  Mr.  Hart  and 
his  family  have  been  residing  since  1886,  and  there 
he  is  giving  considerable  attention  to  the  propaga 
tion  of  cattle,  and  ships  about  one  car  load  each 
year.  He  was  born  in  Macoupin  County,  111. ,  Jan- 
uary 30,  1858,  and  is  a  son  of  Malachi  and  Elsie 
(Cox)  Hart,  the  former  born  in  Morgan  County, 
111.,  and  the  latter  in  Indiana.  Mr.  Hart  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming  until  his  death,  Novem- 
ber 11,  1862,  his  wife  surviving  him  at  the  present 
time,  and  residing  in  Sangamon  County.  William 
A.  Hart  remained  with  his  mother  until  grown, 
receiving  the  most  of  his  education  and  rearing  in 
Sangamon  County.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
left  his  native  State  to  come  to  Nebraska,  and  settled 
in  Clay  County,  near  the  town  of  Edgar,  purchasing 
and  tilling  a  farm  near  the  town,  but  afterward  sold 
it  and  bought  his  present  property  in  the  year  above 
named.  His  farm  is  situated  three  miles  from 
Edgar  and  is  one  of  the  finest  tracts  of  land  for 
successful  agricultural  purposes  in  the  county.  It 
is  all  fenced  and  in  a  fair  state  of  cultivation,  and 
on  it  are  erected  a  comfortable  house  and  fair  out- 


buildings. He  has  an  apple  and  cherry  orchard 
comjirising  about  100  tree.s  and  is  also  engaged  in 
raising  some  small  fruits,  sufficient  for  home  use. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Ella  Nail  took  place  in  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  December  25,  1885,  .she  being  a  na- 
tive of  Morgan  County,  111  ,  but  reared  and  edu 
cated  in  Clay  County.  Her  father,  B.  F.  Nail, 
still  resides  in  this  county.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hart 
have  three  children:  Nola,  Hazel  and  Earl.  Mr. 
Hart  and  his  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  he  belongs  to  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  is  now  acting  as  justice  of  the  peace 
of  Edgar  Township. 

Moses  Hartley,  farmer.  Harvard,  Neb.  This 
representative,  substantial  citizen  of  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  was  born  in  England,  April  26,  1851,  and  is 
the  son  of  Charles  an'd  Ann  (Cluff)  Hartley,  with 
whom  he  came  to  America  when  but  two  years  of 
age.  The  family  settled  in  Stark  County,  111., 
where  onr  subject  spent  his  early  life  on  a  farm, 
and  there  he  received  his  education.  He  was 
married  February  22,  1877,  to  Miss  Anna  Willett, 
a  native  of  Stark  County,  111.,  and  the  daughter  of 
Hiram  and  Mary  Willett.  In  1880  Mr.  Hartley 
emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  first  located  in  Leices- 
ter Township,  Clay  County,  where  he  tilled  the 
soil  for  six  years.  In  1887  he  removed  to  Harvard 
and  engaged  in  the  livery  business,  conducting  a 
large  barn  in  that  city  until  March  1,  1890,  having 
as  a  partner  during  the  last  year  and  a  half  James 
Burns.  This  barn  is  one  of  the  lai'gest  and  best 
equipped  in  Clay  County,  and  was  built  and 
founded  by  Mr.  Hartley.  This  gentleman  now 
owns  a  section  of  land  in  Leicester  Township, 
Clay  County,  and  his  attention  is  given  strictly 
to  its  management.  Mr.  and  Mrs  Hartley  have 
have  had  four  children:  Charles  Willett  (born  Oc- 
tober 10,  1878),  Leroy  Earl  (born  October  27, 
1880),  Cora  Pearl  (born  June  25,  1883)  and  Grace 
(whose  birth  occurred  October  31,  1885).  Mr. 
Hartley  is  a  member  of  the  M.  W.  A.,  and  in  pol 
itics  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  In  all 
his  operations  he  is  meeting  with  substantial  evi- 
dences of  succes.s,  results  which  all  concede  that 
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Among  the  go-ahead  meat,  markets  in  Harvard  that 
of  Mr.  M.  L.  Hartman  stands  prominently  in  the 
foreground.  He  established  his  business  in  Har- 
vard in  1883,  and  has  ever  exhibited  courtesy  and 
fair  dealing  to  all  parties,  which  is  the  cause  of  his 
standing  so  well.  Mr.  Hartman  was  born  in  Han- 
cock County,  Ohio,  February  13,  1854,  and  is  the 
son  of  Amos  and  Eleanor  (Trout)  Hartman,  the 
former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of 
Hancock  County,  Ohio.  The  parents  are  now  re- 
siding in  Boone  County,  Iowa,  and  of  the  family 
of  children  born  to  their  union  five  are  now  living. 
M.  L.  Hartman  left  his  native  county  when  ten 
years  of  age  and  went  with  his  parents  to  Moin- 
gona,  Boone  County,  Iowa,  where  he  received  a 
good  public-school  education.  In  1874  he  went  to 
California,  but  the  following  year  returned  to 
Boone  County  and  there  learned  the  butcher's 
trade,  which  he  has  followed  chiefly  ever  since. 
About  1876  he  engaged  in  the  butcher's  business 
for  himself,  and  in  September,  1882,  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  spending  one  year  at  Aurora.  In  the 
fall  of  1883  he  came  to  Harvard,  where  he  has 
since  lived,  and  here  he  has  conducted  a  meat  mar- 
ket ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  one  year  that 
he  spent  on  a  farm.  He  is  now  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  Hartman  &  Ayton,  and  is  doing  a  success- 
ful business.  He  was  married  September  5,  1870, 
to  Miss  Sarah  Sims,  a  native  of  Jasper  County, 
Iowa,  born  February  9,  1857,  and  the  daughter  of 
George  and  Elizabeth  (Slater)  Sims,  natives  of  Eng 
land,  who  were  married  in  America.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Hartman  have  three  children;  Clifford,  Har- 
vey and  Blanche.  Mr.  Hartman  is  a  Republican 
in  politics  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  that  party. 
He  owns  two  farms  in  Harvard  Township,  each  of 
which  contains  160  acres.  He  has  made  what  he 
has  by  his  own  exertions,  and  is  a  first-class  citizen. 
Michael  Helmers,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Har- 
vard, Neb.  A  glance  at  the  lives  of  many  repre- 
sentative men  whose  names  appear  in  this  volume 
will  reveal  sketches  of  some  honored,  influential 
citizens,  but  none  more  worthy  or  deserving  of 
mention  than  Michael  Helmers.  Mr.  Helmers  was 
born  in  Germany  in  1844,  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  counti-y,  and  in  1866  was  mar- 


ried there  to  Miss  Maggie  Brandt,  a  daughter 
of  Chris  and  Adelheit  (Yungen)  Brandt,  the 
former  of  whom  died  in  1870,  in  Germany,  and 
the  latter  in  this  country  in  1886.  Mr.  Helmers 
emigrated  to  Illinois  from  the  old  country  in  1870, 
settled  in  Tazewell  County,  at  Washington,  and 
there  tilled  the  soil  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to 
Chatsworth,  Livingston  County,  and  from  there  to 
a  farm  near  Strawn,  in  the  same  county.  In  1882 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  settled  near  Tracy,  Clay 
County,  and  in  1885  came  to  his  present  farm, 
which  consists  of  200  acres  of  improved  land. 
Since  then  he  has  tilled  the  soil  and  has  been  act 
ively  engaged  in  raising  a  good  breed  of  cattle, 
hogs,  sheep  and  horses.  He  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful since  coming  to  Nebraska,  and  with  his  sub- 
stantial linildiiigs,  good  orchard,  etc.,  is  now  pre 
pared  to  enjoy  life.  To  his  marriage  have  been 
born  eight  children  (four  sons  and  two  daughters 
are  living):  Jessie  (born  in  1867  and  died  at  the 
age  of  four  weeks),  Christopher  (born  July  23, 
1867),  Michael  (born  July  22,  1869).  Mary  (born 
June  28,  1871),  Jessie  (born  September  1,  1872), 
John  (born  December  28,  1873),  Peter  (born  March 
28,  1874)  and  Lena  (born  December  23,  1875). 
Mr.  Helmers'  parents,  Michael  and  Jessie  (Cli) 
Helmers,  were  natives  of  Germany,  and  were  mar- 
ried in  that  country.  There  the  mother  died  in 
1858  and  the  father  in  1886. 

Albert  Herrick  is  a  successful  merchant  and 
liveryman  of  Ong,  Clay  County,  and  his  fam<> 
as  a  business  man  is  co-e.xtensive  with  the  county 
and  surrounding  country.  He  was  born  in  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.,  June  16,  1837,  and  is  a  son  of  Aug- 
ust Herrick,  who  was  born  in  Berlin,  Germany, 
and  was  married  there.  They  came  to  the  United 
States  about  1830,  and  settled  in  Milwaukee,  but 
the  mother's  death  occurred  when  her  son,  Albert, 
was  but  an  infant.  Albert  Herrick  resided  in  Mil- 
waukee and  Racine,  Wis.,  until  he  was  about  nine 
teen  years  of  age,  then  went  to  Ogle  County,  111., 
and  from  there  enlisted  on  August  9.  1862,  in 
Company  H,  Ninety  second  Illinois,  and  served 
until  he  received  his  discharge  in  July,  1865.  He 
participated  in  the  battles  of  Chickamauga,  Kene- 
saw  Mountain,  the  battles  in  and  around  the  siege 
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of  Atlanta,  and  was  in  all  the  engagements  in 
which  Sherman  participated  nn  his  memorable 
march  to  the  sea.  After  receiving  his  discharge  in 
North  Carolina,  lie  returned  to  Ogle  County,  111., 
and  resided  there  until  the  fall  of  that  year,  when 
he  removed  to  Boone  Couaty,  Iowa,  aud  was  there 
married,  May  15,  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  J.  McMillan, 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  being  there  reared  and 
educated.  After  farming  in  this  State  for  two 
years,  Mr.  Herrick  engaged  in  timber  contracting 
for  a  railroad,  aud  after  following  this  business  for 
a  year,  he  moved  to  Madison  County,  Iowa,  and 
resumed  his  farming  operations.  In  1871  he 
moved  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in  Clay  County, 
taking  up  a  homestead  in  Sutton  Precinct,  and  here 
improved  an  excellent  farm  of  160  acres.  It  is 
furnished  with  fair  buildings,  a  good  young  or- 
chard, and  is  situated  about  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  Sutton.  In  September,  1886,  Mr.  Herrick 
rented  his  farm  and  moved  to  Ong,  where  he  first 
engaged  in  the  livery  business  in  the  summer  of 
1889,  also  opening  a  grocery  establishment  on  a 
smaller  scale.  He  is  doing  a  fair  business,  and 
has  built  up  a  reputation  which  goes  far  toward 
making  him  successful.  He  also  owns  considera- 
ble town  property  besides  his  farm,  and  has  now  a 
comfortable  competency  which  he  has  gained 
through  his  own  exertions.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  although  he  does  not  aspire  to  posi- 
tions of  honor  and  trust,  yet  for  six  years  he  has 
been  treasurer  of  his  school  distiict.  No.  13,  Sut- 
ton Township.  He  belongs  to  Sutton  Post  No.  19, 
G.  A.  R.  He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  the 
following  children:  John,  Emma,  Lillie,  Amelia, 
Anna,  Charles,  Mary,  William  and  Albert.  Mrs. 
Herrick  and  her  daughters,  Emma  and  Lillie,  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

George  A.  Herzog,  real  estate  dealer,  Harvard, 
Neb.  The  steady  growth  of  Harvard  and  the 
rapid  increase  in  population  in  the  county  have 
opened  up  a  wide  and  important  field  of  enter- 
prise in  the  line  of  real  estate.  Many  prominent 
citizens  of  Harvard  are  engaged  in  this  business. 
Among  those  well  known  in  this  line,  and  whom 
familiarity  with  the  city  and  experience  in  these 
transactions  have  fitted  so  eminently  for  the  bus- 


iness, is  Mr.  George  A.  Herzog.  He  was  born  in 
Bavaria,  Germany,  on  August  12,  1850,  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  when  sixteen  years  of  age  came  to 
America.  From  1867  until  1874  he  resided  near 
Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was  employed  on  a  farm, 
and  in  the  fall  of  the  last  named  year  he  came  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.  Here  he  took  an  eighty-acre 
home.stead  in  Leicester  Township,  tilled  the  soil 
on  this  until  1883,  when  he  moved  to  Harvard. 
Here  he  was  employed  by  an  implement  dealer  for 
one  year,  and  after  that  he  was  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business,  which  he  has  followed  ever  since, 
having  at  the  present  time  a  first  class  line  of  com- 
panies. After  he  had  been  in  the  insurance  bus 
iness  a  year  he  added  to  it  a  real-estate  business, 
and   has  since    conducted  the   two  together    very 

[  successfully.  His  marriage  was  celebrated  on 
October  7,  1877.  to  Miss  Emma  Parks,  a  native 
of  BentoD  Harbor,  Mich.,  she  being  the  fir.st  white 
child  born  in  that  place,  and  the  daughter  of 
David  B.  and  Alsona  (Aldrich)  Parks.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Herzog  are  the  parents  of  five  children,  as 
follows:  Frank  H.,  Arthur  M.,  William  H.,  Anna 
V.  and  Raymond  H. ,  of  whom  the  first  two  are 
deceased.  Mr.  Herzog  is  a  member  of  the  Ger- 
man Reformed  Church  and  the  M.  W.  A.  In  pol 
itics  he  is  Democratic  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  board  of  aldermen  at  Harvard  for  two  years, 
being  at  present  a  member  of  the  board.  He  still 
owns  his  old  homestead  in  Leicester  Township. 
and  besides  a  good  property  in  Harvard.      He  is  a 

'  man  of  strict  integrity  and  inflexible  honesty,  and 
is  strictly  reliable  in  all  his  dealings.      He  is  now 

I  the  owner  of  520  acres  of  land,  all  in  Clay  County 
except  120  acres  in  Hamilton  County.      He  com- 

I  menced  with  nothing  and  has  made  all  his  prop- 
erty by  industry  and  good  business  tact.  Hn  was 
one  of  thirteen  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
the  youngest  being  twenty  four  years  of  age,  born 
to  the  union  of  George  A.  and  Margaret  (Rife) 
Herzog,  both  of  whom  still  reside  in  Bavaria. 
Twelve  of  the  children  now  reside  in  America. 

Edmond  Taylor  Heuston  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa,  October  17,  1847,  and  is  the  fifth  of 
eleven  children  born  to  Richard  C.  and  Emma 
(Hull)  Heuston,  the  former  born  in  Mount  Holly. 
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N.  J.,  in  1817,  and  the  latter  in  Newark,  Ohio,  in 
1822.  The  father  was  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
and  in  1841  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  days,  dying  in  1859.  In  1885 
his  widow  with  her  family  moved  to  Washington 
Territory,  and  are  there  now  living.  Edmund  T. 
Heuston  remained  at  home,  assisting  his  mother  in 
the  care  of  the  home  farm  until  1873,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  where  he  entered 
his  present  farm  as  a  timVjer  claim,  but  not  having 
success  in  starting  his  trees  growing  he  gave  it  up 
as  a  tree  claim  and  homesteaded  it.  He  attended 
the  district  school  near  his  home  in  Iowa,  and  was 
a  student  at  the  Axline  Academy  two  terms.  He 
was  married,  in  1875,  to  Helen  S.  Ingham,  daugh- 
ter of  Benjamin  and  Elizabeth  (Hyde)  Ingham,  of 
Washington  County,  Iowa.  She  was  born  Janu 
ary  28,  1851.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Heuston  re 
suited  in  the  birth  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  now  living.  Mr.  Heuston  is  an  active  worker 
in  the  Republican  party,  has  been  a  delegate  to 
difPerent  conventions,  and  a  member  of  the  county 
central  committee.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  was 
nominated  and  elected  the  first  supervisor  of  his 
township,  the  coimty  having  jnst  adopted  the 
system  of  township  organization.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  by  his  energy  and 
enterprise  has  earned  his  present  property. 

Stephen  A.  D.  Hinton,  proprietor  of  the  Com- 
mei-cial  Hotel,  Clay  Center,  Neb.  This  is  one  of 
the  most  comfortable  hotels  in  the  city,  whose 
host,  by  able  management,  has  secured  a  vastly  in- 
creasing patronage,  and  contributes  much  to  the 
house's  desirability  as  a  home  for  the  traveling 
public.  Mr.  Hinton  was  born  on  March  13,  1860, 
in  Shelby  County,  111.,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and 
Ellen  (Whittington)  Hinton.  Stephen  A.  D.  Hin- 
ton was  reared  to  years  of  discretion  in  bis  native 
county,  and  received  excellent  educational  advan 
tages  He  first  attended  the  common  schools,  then 
the  State  Normal  School,  at  Valparaiso,  Ind  ,  and  a 
business  college  at  Jacksonville,  111.  He  afterward 
engaged  in  merchandising  with  his  father  in  his  na 
tive  county,  but  in  1887  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  lo- 
cated at  Hastings,  where  he  was  engaged  in  abstract 
business.      In  March,  1888,  he  came  to  Clay  Cen- 


ter, where  he  has  since  conducted  the  hotel  business 
and  has  also  been  an  assistant  in  the  county  clerk's 
ofiice.  On  March  13,  1884,  his  marriage  with 
Miss  Flora  Shinkle  was  consummated,  and  the  re- 
sult of  this  union  has  been  two  children:  Sarah 
Gertrude  and  Sylvia.  In  his  political  principles 
Mr.  Hinton  is  Democratic.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
K.  of  P.  and  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Benjamin  F.  Hockett,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Harvard,  Neb.  In  his  farming  operations  in  this 
county  Mr.  Hockett  has  pursued  the  same  progres- 
sive and  enterprising  principles  which  have  char 
acterized  his  ancestors  for  many  generations.  He 
is  a  native  of  Giiilford  County.  N.  ('..  born  January 
13,  1829,  and  is  the  son  of  Saimirl  an.l  Ivlitli  (Yes 
tal)  Hockett,  natives  of  North  Caidlina.  the  father 
born  about  1790,  and  the  mother  in  1800.  In  the 
spring  of  1833  the  parents  removed  to  Morgan 
County,  Ind.,  and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes 
of  their  lives.  Benjamin  F.  Hockett  left  Indiana 
in  1851,  went  to  Indianola,  Iowa,  and  there  re- 
sided until  April,  1852,  when  he  was  taken  with  the 
gold  fever  and  crossed  the  plains  to  Northern  Cal- 
ifornia. He  followed  mining  for  about  eighteen 
years,  made  considerable  money,  and  on  April  16, 
1870,  he  returned  to  the  East  and  settled  in  Des 
Moines,  Iowa.  He  sold  his  mining  interests  and 
returned  to  Indiana,  where  he  remained  but  a 
short  time,  and  then  again  located  in  Iowa.  In 
1871  he  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  took  a  claim 
on  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  2,  Township 
7,  Range  7  west,  and  there  he  has  since  resided. 
He  has  a  fine  farm  of  160  acres,  and  has  it  well 
stocked  with  sixteen  horses,  seventy  head  of  cattle 
and  sixty  hogs.  He  has  a  good  young  orchard 
and  plenty  of  forest  trees.  In  1874  he  was  mar 
ried  to  Miss  Mary  Eller,  who  was  born  in  1850, 
and  who  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  ten  children 
born  to  William  and  Catherine  (Parnell)  Eller,  na- 
tives of  North  Carolina.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hock- 
ett have  been  born  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  still  living:  Edith  M.  (born  February  19,  1875), 
Samuel  W.  (born  November  2,  1876),  Martha  C. 
(born  July  31,  1877),  Ida  B.  (born  November  10, 
1879,  and  died  August  22,  1882),  Cora  E.  (born 
February  12,  1880),  Robert  V.  (born  June  29,1882), 


460 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


Alice  (born  November  23,  1883,  and  died  October 
12,  1884),  Homer  (born  April  23,  1885),  Ralph 
(born  January  21,  1887)  and  Nellie  (born  Novem- 
ber 23,  1889).  Mr.  Hockett  is  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  Lodge  No.  71),  at  Harvard,  Neb.,  and 
until  185(3  was  a  member  of  the  Whio;  party,  since 
which  time  he  has  affiliated  with  the  Republicans. 
He  is  at  present  serving  his  fourth  term  as  consta- 
ble of  Linn  Township.  Mr.  Hockett  is  a  grand- 
son of  the  celebrated  Nalan  Hockett  of  North  Car- 
olina, who  WHS  the  minister  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  noted  throughout  the  State  for  his  brill- 
iancy. 

John  L.  Hodges  is  a  successful  farmer  and 
stockman  of  Clay  County,  and  has  continued  to 
"  pursue  the  even  tenor  of  his  way"  until  he  is 
now  one  of  the  wealthy  men  of  the  county.  He 
was  born  in  Macoupin  County,  111.,  August  6, 
1836,  being  a  son  of  Daniel  L.  and  Caroline 
(Blake)  Hodges,  who  were  born  in  Missouri  and 
New  Jer.sey,  respectively,  but  both  were  reared  in 
Illinois,  and  were  there  also  married.  Mr.  Hodges 
was  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  the  State,  and 
made  his  home  there  up  to  1873,  at  which  time  he 
moved  to  Nebraska  and  settled  on  land  in  Clay 
County,  on  which  a  portion  of  the  town  of  Edgar 
is  now  situated.  Here  he  made  his  home  until  hi* 
death,  which  occurred  in  January,  1877,  his  first 
wife  having  died  in  Illinois.  His  second  union 
took  place  about  1847.  John  L.  Hodges  is  the 
second  of  two  sons,  and  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  attained  his  majority.  He  engaged  in 
farming  for  himself  in  Macoupin  County,  and 
from  there  enlisted  in  May,  1864,  in  the  One 
Hundred  and  Thirty-third  Illinois  Infantry  for  the 
lOO-days'  service,  and  was  engaged  in  guarding 
prisoners  at  Rock  Island,  111.,  until  his  term  of 
service  had  expired.  In  1878  he  purchased  the 
place  on  which  he  is  now  living,  which  consisted  of 
160  acres  of  land,  and  on  this  farm  he  located 
with  his  family  in  1884.  His  land  is  fertile  and  in 
an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  and  on  it  are  a 
good  residence,  substantial  out  buildings  and  an 
excellent  young  orchard,  which  is  just  beginning 
to  bear.  He  is  quite  extensively  engaged  in  stock 
dealing  and  breeding,  and  he  is  the  owner  of  some 


exceptionally  fine  thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle 
and  Poland-China  hogs.  He  contemplates  engag- 
ing in  the  breeding  of  red-polled  cattle,  which  he 
considers  superior  to  other  tine  breeds  both  as  far 
as  the  milk  is  concerned  and  for  beef.  They  are 
very  hardy  and  good  grazers.  While  a  resi- 
dent of  Macoupin  County,  111.,  he  was  married 
March  26,  1857,  to  Jemima  Rice,  a  daughter  of 
Jasper  Rice.  Mrs.  Hodges  was  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Illinois,  and  for  some  time  followed 
the  occupation  of  school  teaching  there.  She  and 
Mr.  Hodges  are  the  parents  of  three  children: 
Edgar  A.  (who  is  married  and  resides  in  Clay 
County,  Neb. ),  Charles  (who  is  a  young  man  and 
still  resides  at  home),  and  Laui'a  Mary  (who  is 
also  at  home  and  is  engaged  in  teaching  music). 
The  family  attend  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
of  which  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hodges  are  members,  and 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  being 
president  of  the  local  alliance  and  vice-president 
of  the  county  alliance.  He  is  a  substantial  farmer 
of  the  county,  and  in  every  respect  deserves  the 
success  which  has  attended  his  efforts. 

Edgar  A.  Hodges.  One  of  the  neatest,  most 
home-like  and  best- managed  places  in  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  is  that  owned  by  Mr.  Hodges,  comprising 
160  acres  of  land,  nearly  all  of  which  is  enclosed 
by  a  good  hedge  fence.  He  was  born  in  Macoupin 
County,  111.,  November  24,  1860,  and  is  a  sou  of 
J.  L.  Hodges,  whose  sketch  precedes  this.  He 
grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  Illinois 
and  received  the  advantages  of  the  common 
schools,  but  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  began 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself,  and  was  married  on 
his  birthday,  November  24,  1881,  to  Miss  Emma 
Henderson,  a  daughter  of  D.  M.  Henderson.  Mrs. 
Hodges  was  born  in  Greene  County,  but  was  reared, 
educated  and  married  in  Macoupin  County,  the 
latter  county  being  hers  and  her  husband's  home 
for  three  years  after  the  celebration  of  their  mar- 
riage. In  the  fall  of  1884  they  moved  to  Nebraska 
and  purchased  their  present  property  in  Clay 
County,  which  he  has  since  put  in  excellent  farm- 
ing condition.  He  has  a  fair  house,  and  barns, 
etc.,  a  good  grove  on  the  north,  and  an  excellent 
bearing  orchard  of  about  250  trees,  consisting  of 
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select  varieties  of  apple,  cherry,  peach  and  plum 
trees.  He  also  raises  a  quantity  of  small  fruit, 
and  expects  to  make  a  speciality  of  the  fruit  busi- 
ness. He  gives  considerable  attention  to  the  rais- 
ing of  fine  stock,  and  keeps  two  fine  horses  for 
breeding  purposes,  one  of  the  Black  Hawk  Morgan 
breed,  and  the  other  a  Hambletonian,  both  of  high 
grade.  He  also  has  a  number  of  thoroughbred 
Poland  China  hogs,  and  his  position  relating  to 
stock  matters  is  conceded  to  be  among  the  foremost 
in  this  portion  of  the  State.  He  has  always  affil- 
iated with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  the  fall 
of  1889  was  elected  constable  of  his  township, 
and  is  still  ably  serving  in  that  capacity.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  ser- 
geantat-arms  in  his  lodge.  He  and  wife  have  two 
children,  Jessie  and  Lawrence  Earl. 

Frederick  J.  Hoei'ger,  hardware  merchant,  Sut- 
ton, Neb.  No  better  proof  of  the  advancement 
of  Sutton  within  the  last  ten  years  can  be  shown, 
than  the  dimensions  which  the  hardware  trade  has 
assumed.  Among  others,  one  of  the  largest  is  the 
well-known  house  of  Frederick  J.  Hoerger,  which 
was  established  in  1877.  Mr.  Hoerger  owes  his 
nativity  to  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  January  17,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of 
Henry  and  Catherine  (Schmidt)  Hoerger,  natives 
of  Germany.  The  father  was  born  on  January 
1'2,  1815,  and  died  in  Holmes  County,  Ohio,  on 
January  19,  1881.  He  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1833,  and  one  year  later  settled  in  Holmes 
County,  Ohio.  The  mother  was  born  on  October 
26,  1818,  and  came  to  the  United  States  in  1835. 
She  is  now  residing  on  the  old  Ohio  homestead. 
Of  the  nine  children  born  to  their  union  Frederick 
J.  is  the  sixth  in  order  of  birth,  and  six  are  now 
living.  Frederick  J.  Hoerger  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  and  received  his  education  in  his  native  State. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  began  learning 
the  wagon-maker's  trade  at  Winesburg,  Ohio,  and 
followed  this  in  Ohio  until  1875,  after  which 
he  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Sutton,  Clay 
County,  and  there  he  has  since  remained.  For 
two  years  after  coming  here  he  followed  his  trade, 
and  in  1877  engaged  in  the  implement  business, 
which  he  continued  until  1881,  though  previous  to 


this,  in  1879,  he  was  in  the  hardware  business, 
and  since  1881  he  has  given  his  entire  attention 
to  the  same.  He  carries  a  complete  stock  and  is 
doing  a  good  business.  He  was  married  in  1878 
to  Miss  Catharine  Scheufler,  a  native  of  the  Buck- 
eye State,  born  October  26,  1854,  and  the  fruits 
of  this  union  have  been  three  children:  Mabel  L., 
Minnie  V.  and  William  F.  Mr.  Hoerger  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Samuel  J.  Tilden.  He  is  a  member  of 
both  the  Masonic  and  Odd  Fellow  lodges,  and  was 
for  five  years  a  member  of  the  Sutton  council.  He 
is  one  of  the  representative  business  men  of  Clay 
County,  and  is  a  much-esteemed  citizen.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  He 
is  chairman  of  the  Clay  County  Democratic  Cen- 
tral Committee,  and  is  a  stock  holder  and  vice- 
president  of  the  Sutton  Exchange  Bank.  He  was 
one  of  the  originators  of  the  Sutton  Creamery, 
which  was  established  in  1883,  and  which,  in  1889, 
made  368,893  pounds  of  butter. 

Charles  Hoe  vet.  Mr.  Hoevet  was  l)orn  in 
Mecklenburg- Schwerin,  Germany,  on  June  3, 
1832,  lieing  a  son  of  William  and  Frederica  (Smith) 
Hoevet,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Germany,  and 
there  resided  until  their  death.  The  father  was 
born  on  November  14,  1779,  and  died  September 
13,  1832,  the  grandfather's  birth  occurring  in  1736, 
and  his  death  in  1808.  Mr.  Hoevet  is  in  possession 
of  the  genealogy  of  his  family,  which  traces  it  back 
to  the  year  1139,  and  many  members  of  the  family 
were  men  of  prominence.  Charles  Hoevet  is  the 
youngest  of  nine  children,  of  whom  four  are  still 
living:  William,  George,  August  and  himself.  Af- 
ter serving  an  apprenticeshi]i  n\'  four  years  in  the 
mercantile  business,  Mr.  Hornet  emigrated  to  this 
country,  arriving  here  in  June,  1852,  and  cho.se 
farming  for  his  calling;  he  staid  a  few  years  in 
Indiana,  then  located  in  Kankakee  County,  111., 
where  he  made  his  home  until  the  spring  of  1880, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  on  the 
farm  he  now  occupies.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Elizabeth  Bitter  took  place  in  1859,  she  being  the 
daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Hamman)  Bitter, 
who  were  born  in  Ohio.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hoevet,  of  whom  seven  are  living 
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at  present :  Louis,  Charles,  Delia,  Otto,  Edward, 
Albert  and  Floyd.  Mr.  Hoevet  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics  since  the  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican party,  has  held  offices  of  trust  in  Illinois, 
and  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  coiiuty  board  of 
Clay  County. 

A.  J.  Hull,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Spring 
Ranche,  Neb.  In  Pennsylvania,  in  the  year  1832, 
there  was  born  to  Francis  and  Polly  (Lee)  Hull  a 
son,  who  is  now  taken  as  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  The  parents  were  both  natives  of  the 
Keystone  State,  and  the  father  was  a  sailor  by 
occupation,  first  mate  of  the  steamer  ' '  Madison, ' ' 
running  between  Buffalo  and  Chicago.  He  re- 
ceived a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools, 
learning  the  miller's  trade,  which  he  followed  in 
Cattaraugus  County,  N.  Y. ,  until  1837,  when  he 
went  on  the  lake  as  a  sailor.  He  went  to  California 
in  1849,  embarked  in  the  fur  business,  and  was 
killed  by  a  grizzly  bear  in  1857.  A.  J.  Hull  came 
to  La  Salle  County,  111.,  when  seven  years  of  age, 
and,  as  his  mother  was  deceased,  he  lived  with  an 
uncle,  receiving  his  education  in  the  common 
schools.  Subsequently  he  learned  the  trade  of 
plasterer  or  stucco  workman,  and  began  working  for 
himself  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years.  He  followed 
his  trade  in  connection  with  contracting  and  build- 
ing, at  different  places,  until  1862,  and  in  that 
year  he  entered  the  United  States  service,  in  the 
Seventy  fourth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Perryville,  Hoover's  Gap,  Chicka- 
manga,  Missionary  Ridge,  and  numerous  other 
minor  engagements.  He  lost  the  hearing  in  his 
right  ear  at  Chickamauga,  and  was  discharged  at 
Louisville,  Ky.,  in  1865,  after  being  in  service  for 
three  years.  Mr.  Hull  was  married  in  1867  to  Mrs. 
Susan  Hill  McCagg,  of  Orland,  Steuben  County, 
Ind.,  and  by  this  union  became  the  father  of  two 
children:  Eugene  and  Frank.  He  lost  his  wife  in 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1875,  and  was  married  the 
second  time,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Margaret  Anderson, 
the  daughter  of  James  and  Nancy  (Langly)  Ander- 
son, natives  of  Erie  County,  Pa.  Mr.  Hull  came 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1871,  homesteaded  a 
farm,  and  was  among  the  first  settlers  of  that 
county.      In  1877  he  purchased  his  present  home. 


the  north  half  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section 
8-5-8,  Spring  Ranche  Township,  Clay  County, 
Neb.  In  1881  he  had  charge  of  the  mason  work 
of  the  Denver  &  Rio  Grande  Railroad  in  Colorado, 
for  one  year,  after  which  he  was  in  the  Elk  Moun- 
tain range  mines  for  five  years,  and  was  also 
superintendent  of  the  Menominee  Gold  &  Silver 
Mining  Company.  When  Mr.  Hull  first  settled  in 
Nebraska  game  was  plentiful,  and  he  spent  a  great 
deal  of  his  time  in  hunting,  of  which  employment 
he  was  very  fond.  He  has  seen  the  full  develop- 
ment of  the  countr}'  to  its  present  prosperous  con- 
dition, and  is  one  of  the  energetic  and  successful 
citizens  of  Clay  County.  He  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  politics,  and  votes  the  Republican  ticket.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Josiah  N.  Hursh,  county  superintendent  of 
schools,  Clay  Center,  Neb.  This  prominent  and 
enterprising  citizen  owes  his  nativity  to  Franklin 
County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  Novem- 
ber 24,  1852,  and  his  parents,  John  and  Cath 
erine  (Niswander)  Hursh,  were  natives  of  the  same 
State  and  of  German  descent.  The  father  died  in 
1855,  and  the  mother  and  family  emigrated  to  Illi- 
nois in  1870.  Here  Josiah  N.  attended  the  Wes- 
leyan  and  State  Normal  Universities,  and  later 
followed  teaching  in  that  State.  In  1884  he  came 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  took  charge  of  the  Fairfield 
schools,  and  there  continued  until  the  fall  of  1887, 
when  he  was  elected  county  superintendent.  So 
great  was  his  popularity,  and  so  well  did  he  fill 
this  j)Osition,  that  he  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of 
1889.  He  studied  law  while  in  Illinois,  and  the 
same  characteristics  which  marked  his  progress  in 
the  school  room,  were  prominent  in  his  legal  stud- 
ies, and  aftei-  a  thorough  coui'se  of  instruction  he 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  that  State.  At  present 
he  is  a  member  of  the  bar  in  Clay  Center  and  is  a 
man  of  judgment  and  unusual  ability.  In  October, 
1887,  he  married  Miss  Nellie  H.  Loomis,  a  native 
of  Lee  County,  Iowa.  Prof.  Hursh  is  a  Republi- 
can in  politics  and  a  strong  adherent  to  that  party. 
Socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  belongs  to  the  Modern  Wood 
men  of  America. 
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George  Hutton,  farmer  and  stockman,  Harvard, 
Neb.  Mr.  Hutton,  one  of  the  most  successful  and 
enterprising  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  the  coun- 
ty, was  born  at  Sterling.  Whiteside  County,  111.,  in 
1850,  and  is  the  second  of  six  children,  the  result 
of  the  union  of  George  and  Louisa  (Davis)  Hutton, 
natives  of  Kentucky,  the  former  born  in  1823  and 
the  son  of  Spencer  Hutton.  George  Hutton  passed 
his  youthful  days  in  his  native  State,  and  when 
twenty-one  years  of  age  went  to  White.side  County, 
111.,  settled  at  Sterling,  and  there  engaged  at 
brick-laying  and  also  followed  milling.  He  mar- 
ried our  subject's  mother  in  Kentucky  about  18-42, 
and  reared  a  family  of  sis  children:  Ann,  George, 
Mary,  Spencer,  Cordelia  and  Stephen.  The  mother 
was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  died  July  18,  1861.  The  father  enlisted  in 
the  army  at  Sterling  in  1862,  and  was  a  brave  and 
fearless  soldier.  He  is  still  living  and  makes  his 
home  in  Sterling,  111.  George  Hutton  passed  his 
boyhood  days  in  Whiteside  County,  111.,  and  at- 
tended school  at  Sterling,  where  he  received  a 
good,  practical  education.  He  started  out  for 
himself  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  and  first  worked 
on  a  farm.  In  1873  he  married  Miss  Margaret 
Lyle,  a  native  of  Ogle  County,  111.,  born  in  1844, 
and  the  daughter  of  James  and  Agnes  (Allison) 
Lyle,  natives  of  Scotland,  the  father  born  in  1811 
and  the  mother  in  1812.  Her  parents  came  to  the 
United  States  at  an  early  day  and  died  in  Illinois 
in  1866  and  1875,  respectively.  Mr.  Hutton  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Whiteside  County,  111.,  in 
1875,  and  three  years  later  emigrated  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  now  resides.  He  pur- 
chased 160  acres  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  Company  and  there  resided  until  1881, 
when  he  returned  to  Illinois  and  settled  at  Rock 
Falls,  where  he  worked  in  a  machine  shop.  In  1886 
he  came  back  to  Nebraska  and  settled  again  on 
this  farm,  where  he  is  at  present  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising.  He  has  a  fine  farm,  good 
orchard  and  grove  and  is  comfortably  fixed.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  is  much  respected  by  all.  Mr.  Hutton 
has  been  a  member  of  the  school  board  in  District 
No.  37,  is  interested  in  schools  and  churches,  and 


all  things  for  the  good  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  in  his  polit- 
ical views  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  the  following  children: 
Annie  L.  (born  November  27,  1873),  George  E. 
(born  March  16,  1875),  Jauette  L.  (born  July  31, 
1876),  Charles  R.  (born  October  30,  1879),  Mary  F. 
(born  September  3,  1881),  and  Agnes  J.  (born 
March  22.  1887). 

John  W.  UifF,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Eldo- 
rado Township,  Clay  County.  Mr.  Iliff  is  one  of 
many  young  men  who  came  to  this  county  while 
comparatively  in  its  infancy,  and  by  their  energy, 
pluck  and  enterprise  have  established  for  themselves 
and  families  good  homes.  He  was  born  in  Hunt- 
erdon County,  N.  J.,  March  30,  1852,  the  third  in 
a  family  of  seven  children  born  to  the  union  of 
Alpheus  and  Mary  E.  (Philhower)  Iliff.  His  father 
was  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  born  August  1 5,  1 828, 
attending  school  and  learning  the  blacksmith's 
trade  in  his  native  State.  He  married  at  about  the 
age  of  twenty-three  years.  He  enlisted  in  the 
United  States  service  in  July,  1862,  in  Company  E, 
New  Jer.sey  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Gettysburg,  the  Wilderness,  Bull 
Run,  and  skirmishes  and  battles  of  lesser  import- 
ance. He  was  captured  at  the  battle  of  the  Wil- 
derness while  on  detached  duty,  and  was  compelled 
to  spend  seven  months  in  Andersonville  Prison. 
In  August,  1863,  he  was  honorably  discharged, 
after  having  served  three  years.  He  is  still  living 
on  a  farm  near  Pottersville.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  New  Jersey,  and  at 
the  age  of  eighteen  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand.  In  1877  he  went  to  Bureau  County,  111., 
and  worked  on  a  farm  for  about  seven  years,  when 
he  removed  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  engaged  in 
farming  on  a  farm  which  he  bought  in  1882,  con- 
sisting of  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  since 
improved  with  a  good,  comfortable  dwelling,  barn, 
outbuildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  by  planting  fruit 
and  forest  trees.  He  was  married,  in  1885,  to  Miss 
Barbara  Osborn,  diuighter  of  Wesley  and  Sarah 
(Barnet)  Osborn,  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  by 
this  union  has  one  child,  Fermin  H.  Mr.  IlifF  has 
been   exceedingly  successful  since  coming  to  Ne- 
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braska,  aad  is.  well  satisfied  to  make  his  permanent 
home  in  this  State.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance,  and  is  the  present  supervisor  of  El- 
dorado Township.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  po 
litical  views,  and  takes  aa  active  interest  in  politics, 
as  he  does  in  all  public  enterprises. 

Ira  B.  IlifF,  a  well-known  farmer  of  Clay  Coun- 
ty, Neb  ,  owes  his  nativity  to  that  land  of  progres- 
sive farmers — Iowa — his  birth  occurring  in  Fayette 
County  on  June  10,  1856.  He  is  a  son  of  Benja 
min  and  Hannah  (Kirkpatrick)  Iliff,  natives  of 
Ohio  and  Indiana,  respectively.  Ira  B.  Ilifp  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State  and  county, 
and  in  the  month  of  May,  187"2,  came  to  Clay  Coun- 
ty, Neb. ,  and  purchased  the  farm  where  he  now  re- 
sides of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad. 
He  has  been  a  successful  farmer  and  stockman  ever 
since,  and  he  fully  deserves  the  success  which  has 
attended  his  efforts,  for  he  has  spared  neither  time 
nor  energy  in  the  acquirement  of  his  present  pos- 
sessions. He  has  proved  a  valuable  citizen  to  the 
county,  and  has  always  contributed  liberally  of  his 
means  in  the  support  of  worthy  enterprises.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  a  Prohibitionist.  His  worthy 
wife,  before  her  marriage,  was  Miss  Laura  Han- 
cock, who  was  born  in  Taylor  County,  Iowa,  and 
is  a  daugliter  of  A.  A.  Hancock,  who  resides  in 
L  Hie  Tree  Township,  Clay  Couaty,  Neb.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Iliff  are  the  parents  of  two  children,  Winfred 
and  Clarence,  and  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  enjoying  the  respect  and  es- 
teem of  all  who  know  them. 

George  F.  IlifP,  like  his  brother,  whose  sketch 
immediately  precedes  this,  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Iowa,  January  20,  1852,  and  in  his  youth 
was  l)rought  up  to  learn  the  details  of  farm  work. 
After  attending  the  common  schools  until  he  had 
acquired  a  fair  education  he  entered  Western  Col- 
lege, Iowa,  in  which  institution  he  was  an  earnest 
and  hard  working  student  for  some  time.  Since 
October,  1873,  he  has  been  a  resident  of  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  and  almost  immediately  became  the 
owner  of  his  present  excellent  farm,  and  here  he  is 
now  giving  his  attention  to  tilling  the  soil  and  rais- 
ing stock,  his  enterprises   meeting  with  excellent 


as  they  fully  deserve  to  do.  In  addition  to 
his  homestead  farm  he  owns  an  adjoining  eighty 
acres  on  Section  1,  in  Glenville  Township.  Janu- 
ary 2,  1876,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Maggie  J.  Kin- 
caid,  a  native  of  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  and  their 
union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  live  children: 
Amy,  Fannie,  Reid  K.  Grace  and  Ruth.  Although 
formerly  a  Republican  in  politics  Mr.  Iliff  is  now 
a  Prohibitionist,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance.  He  and  his  family  worship  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  are  considered 
useful  and  valuable  citizens. 

Luther  H.  Ingersoll  is  possessed  of  advanced 
ideas  and  progressive  principles  regarding  agri- 
cultural life,  and  being  industrious  and  a  shrewd 
manager  he  is  now  one  of  the  well-to-do  farmers 
and  stockmen  of  Lone  Tree  Township.  His  birth 
occiu-red  in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  February  25, 
1856,  and  he  is  a  son  of  Franklin  F.  and  Frances 
A.  (Risley)  Ingersoll,  who  were  born  in  the  State 
of  New  York  and  are  energetic  tillers  of  the  soil. 
Luther  H.  Ingersoll  Was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State  and  secured  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  in  Iowa  College,  at  Grinnell, 
Iowa,  and  afterward  followed  the  occupation  of 
school  teaching  off  and  on,  until  1886,  at  the  same 
time  being  engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising. 
In  the  fall  of  1882  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  lo- 
cated in  Hamilton  County,  but  in  March,  1888,  he 
came  to  Clay  County,  and  purcha.sed  the  property 
where  he  now  lives  and  where  he  has  since  been 
engaged  in  farming.  His  estate  comprises  220 
acres,  80  acres  ia  Section  19,  and  140  acres  in 
Section  8.  To  his  wife,  formerly  Mrs.  Jane  B. 
(Cruickshank)  Webber,  he  was  married  December 
31,  1885,  she  being  a  native  of  Scotland.  She 
and  Mr.  Ingersoll  have  one  son,  Charles  H.,  and 
by  her  former  husband,  John  A.  Webber  (de- 
ceased), she  had  the  following  family:  Mary  A. 
and  Jessie  M.  Mr.  Ingersoll  is  a  Prohibitionist  in 
his  political  views,  is  a  member  of  the  district 
school  board  and  the  Farmers"  Alliance,  and  he 
and  Mrs.  Ingersoll  are  members  of  the  'United 
Brethren  Church. 

A.  G.  Jacobs  is  a  contractor  and  builder  and 
farmer  of  Clay  County,  Neb.,  his  farm,  which  now 
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comprises  eighty  (although  he  formerly  owned  320) 
acres,  being  situated  in  Edgar  Township.  He  was 
born  ia  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  October  11,  1834, 
and  is  a  son  of  Aaroa  and  Lucy  (Trask)  Jacobs, 
the  former  a  native  of  Vermont  and  the  latter  of 
Ohio.  They  were  married  in  the  last-named  State, 
and  he  followed  contracting  and  building  in  Ashta- 
bula anc\  Trumbull  Counties  uatil  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  August,  1864,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  1S83.  A  family  of  live  sons  and  three 
daughters  were  given  to  them,  and  all  grew  to 
mature  years  and  bacame  the  heads  of  families, 
and  all  are  now  living  with  the  exception  of  one 
son  and  one  daughter.  A.  Ci.  Jacobs  is  the 
youngest  of  this  family,  and  in  youth,  under  his 
father's  instruction,  he  learned  the  carpenter's 
trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  the  opening  of  the 
war.  November  17,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company 
B,  Sixth  Ohio  Cavalry,  as  a  private,  but  was  after- 
ward promoted  to  the  position  of  sergeant  and 
served  until  discharged  in  July,  1865,  taking  part 
in  the  engagements  at  Gettysburg,  Wilderness, 
around  Petersburg,  Fort  Stephenson,  Hagerstown, 
South  Mountain,  Autietam  Creek.  Cold  Harbor 
and  App.)mattox,  being  in  all  in  sixty-seven  en- 
gagements, both  great  and  small.  After  the  war 
he  returned  to  Ashtabula  County  and  engaged  in 
farming  and  carpentering  once  more,  and  in  his 
native  State  made  his  home  until  1871,  when  he 
came  West  as  far  as  Missouri,  but  after  spending 
one  year  in  Andrew  County  he  came  to  Nebraska 
and  entered  the  land  on  which  he  now  resides, 
which  then  consisted  of  320  acres.  His  buildings 
are  all  in  good  I'epair,  and  he  has  a  fine  fruit 
orchard  and  took  eight  premiums  at  the  Harvest 
Home  in  1889.  In  connection  with  farming  he 
has  followed  contracting  and  building  since  locating 
here,  and  has  built  many  houses,  barns  and  other 
buildings  in  Clay  County.  While  still  a  resident 
of  Ohio  he  was  married,  December  30,  1855,  to 
Frances  M. ,  the  daughter  of  Chauncey  Chapman. 
She  was  born  in  New  York,  but  was  reared  in 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  her  union  with  Mr. 
Jacobs  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  five  children: 
Charles  H.  (who  is  married  and  resides  in  Kansas), 
Ida  (wife  of  Stephen  Northrop),  N.   E.  and  Lulie 


A.  (wife  of  J.  D.  Smith).  Another  child  died  in 
infancy.  Mr.  Jacobs  has  been  a  member  of  the 
school  board  and  treasurer  of  his  district  for  fifteen 
consecutive  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  and  is  now  adjutant  of  his  post,  having  served 
in  five  other  positions.  He  belongs  to  the  Veteran 
Cavalry  Corps  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  has 
filled  all  positions  in  the  Nebraska  Cavalry  Corps 
from  quartermaster  to  colonel,  which  position  he 
now  holds. 

Edward  J.  Jenkins.  For  a  period  now  of  twen- 
ty-three years,  Mr.  Jenkins  has  resided  in  Clay 
County,  Neb. ,  and  during  this  time  he  has  made 
for  himself  an  honorable  name  and  secured  a  com- 
fortable competence  with  which  to  pass  the  remain- 
der of  bis  days,  when  the  mantle  of  old  age  is  fall 
ing  about  him.  He  was  born  in  South  Wales, 
October  7,  1830,  and  being  imbued  with  the  idea 
that  the  new  world  offered  excellent  opportunities 
for  a  young  man,  he  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1852,  and  first  located  in  Carbon- 
dale,  Pa.,  but  afterward  followed  coal  mining 
throughout  that  State  until  1867,  then  moved  to 
Missouri,  and  in  that  State  was  engaged  in  milling 
and  logging  until  the  spring  of  1873.  Since  that 
time  he  has  resided  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  up 
to  1880  was  engaged*in  farming,  one  mile  west  of 
Fairfield,  and  owns  considerable  business  and  res- 
idence property  in  town.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneer 
citizens  of  the  county,  is  a  stanch  Republican  in 
his  political  views,  and  socially  is  a  Royal  Arch 
Mason,  and  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  He  was 
first  married,  in  1860,  to  Miss  Mary  Johns,  a  native 
of  Wales,  who  died  in  1864,  having  borne  a  family 
of  four  children,  all  of  whom  are  deceased.  He  mar 
ried  his  second  and  present  wife  in  1866,  her  name 
being  Winifred  Pugh,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  Thomas 
Pugh,  a  pioneer  minister  of  the  Congregational 
Church,  and  a  resident  of  Fairfield.  Mr.  Jenkins 
and  his  present  wife  are  the  parents  of  seven  chil- 
dren: John  P.,  Evan  L.,  Henry  W.,  George  W., 
Thomas  W.,  Christopher  C.  and  AVinifred.  Mrs. 
Jenkins  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
and  he  believes  in  the  doctrines  of  that  church,  a] 
though  not  a  member.  He  is  one  of  Clay  Coiinty's 
enterprising  and  respected   citizens,   and,   as  has 
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been  shown,  his  life  from  his  earliest  youth  up  has 
not  been  uselessly  or  idly  spent.  His  parents, 
Johu  and  Ann  (Lewis)  Jenkins,  were  born  in 
Wales. 

Davis  S.  Johnson  has  carved  his  way  up  from 
a  humble  station  in  life  to  a  siTb.stantial  and  as- 
sured position,  and  although  he  is  not  what  the 
world  would  call  wealthy,  he  has  gained  a  comforta- 
ble competency,  and  better  than  all,  the  respect  of 
a  large  circle  of  friends.  He  was  born  in  Essex 
County,  N.  J.,  August  27,  1823,  being  a  son  of  W. 
D.  and  Martha  (Shackelton)  Johnson,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  New  Jersey,  on  December 
lit,  1799,  being  a  farmer  by  occupation,  as  were  all 
his  ancestors.  His  father  and  grandfather  were 
in  the  Revolutionary  War,  one  a  colonel  and  the 
other  a  captain,  under  Gen.  George  Washington. 
W.  D.  Johnson  was  the  eldest  of  live  children:  W. 
D. ,  Isaac  C,  Samuel,  Ii-a  and  Maria;  and  in  1819 
was  married,  his  wife  having  been  born  in  Somer- 
set County,  N.  J.,  in  1796,  their  union  resulting 
in  the  following  children:  Permelia  (born  in  Jan- 
uary, 1822),  U.  S.  (born  in  August,  1823),  R.  S. 
(born  in  February,  1824),  Theodore  (born  in  April, 
1828),  Oakley  (born  February,  1830),  Mary  J. 
(born  in  1832),  John  H.  (born  in  January,  1835)  and 
Andrew  R.  (deceased,  was  borti  in  1837).  Davis  S. 
Johnson  emigrated  to  Illinois  with  his  parents  in 
1834,  and  was  among  the  earliest  settlers  of  Ful- 
ton County,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  and  re- 
ceived a  good  common  school  education,  also  learn- 
ing the  carpenter  trade  in  his  youth.  He  was 
foreman  on  the  Lake  Shore  &  Michigan  Southern 
Railroad,  from  1868  to  1879,  with  headquarters  at 
Chicago,  111.  In  1883  he  came  to  Clay  County, 
Neb. ,  where  he  purchased  a  farm  which  is  one  of 
the  best  for  successful  agricultural  purposes  and 
stock-raising  in  the  county.  He  has  excellent 
l)uildings  of  all  kinds,  has  a  line  walnut  grove  and 
a  timber  tract  of  at  least  2,000  trees,  besides  an  ex- 
cellent young  orchard.  He  was  married  in  1846, 
to  Miss  Esther  A.  Rapalee,  of  New  York,  who  had 
removed  with  her  parents  to  Illinois,  and  by  her 
he  became  the  father  of  ten  children,  born  between 
1848  and  1S66.  Losing  his  Hr^t  wife,  he  mar- 
ried again,  and   to  this  union  was  born  one  child. 


Nora  M.  He  lost  his  second  wife,  October  28, 
1886.  The  record  of  his  tirst  family  was  lost  by  a 
cyclone  in  1858  at  Ellison.  111.,  and  he  could  not 
supply  it  fully  from  memory. 

Theodore  F.  Johnson,  retired  farmer,  Harvard, 
Neb.  New  Jersey  has  given  to  Clay  County  many 
estimable  citizens,  but  she  has  contributed  none 
more  highly  respected  or,  for  conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty  in  every  relation  of  life,  more  worthy 
of  respect  and  esteem,  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  Mr.  Johnson  was  originally  from  Essex 
County,  N.  J.,  born  March  26,  1827,  and  the  son 
of  William  D.  and  Martha  (Shackelton)  Johnson, 
mention  of  whom  is  made  in  the  sketch  of  Oakley 
Johnson.  When  Theodore  F.  Johnson  was  be- 
tween five  and  six  years  of  age  he  accompanied  bis 
parents  to  Fulton  County,  111. ,  and  was  there 
reared  to  the  duties  of  farm  life.  He  was  married 
in  that  county,  June  26,  1851,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Martin,  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  born 
April  10,  1830,  and  the  daughter  of  Daniel  and 
Mary  (Brent)  Martin,  natives  also  of  the  Keystone 
State,  the  father  born  in  1802  and  the  mother  in 
1806.  In  1852  Mr.  Johnson  moved  to  Warren 
County,  111.,  where  he  resided  for  four  or  five 
years,  engaged  in  mercantile  pursuits,  and  then 
removed  to  Knox  County  in  the  same  State,  where 
for  four  years  he  labored  at  the  carpenter  trade. 
In  1859  he  removed  to  Blue  Earth  County,  Minn  , 
there  followed  his  former  trade  one  year,  and  then 
returned  to  Warren  County,  111.,  where  he  resided 
from  the  spring  of  1860  to  1884.  He  dealt  in 
grain  and  merchandise  a  few  years,  and  in  April, 
1864,  enlisted  in  the  Union  army  in  Company  E, 
One  Hundred  and  Thirty-eighth  Illinois  Regi- 
ment, with  which  he  served  about  live  months. 
Returning  home  he  resumed  merchandising,  and 
this  continued  for  ten  years,  after  which  he  dealt 
in  grain  for  several  years  in  Warren  County,  111. 
In  1877  he  began  a  grain,  lumber  and  coal  busi- 
ness in  Harvard,  Neb.,  but  did  not  remove  his 
family  to  that  place,  however,  until  1884.  He 
continued  in  the  last-named  business  until  1881, 
and  from  that  time  until  1884  he  was  engaged  in 
farming.  Since  the  last  date  he  has  been  looking 
after  his  farming  interests  in  the  vicinity  of  Har- 
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vara,  which  are  somewhat  extensive,  being  the 
owner  of  800  acres  of  good  land  in  Clay  County. 
This  land  embraces  five  farms,  all  well  improved. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson  have  had  two  children: 
Luella  and  John  W.  (both  living).  In  politics  Mr. 
Johnson  is  a  Repiiblican,  and  is  an  honorable,  up- 
right man. 

Oakley  Johnson,  an  old  settler  and  an  influen- 
tial and  substantial  citizen  of  Harvard,  Neb. ,  was 
born  on  February  4,  1830,  and  is  the  son  of  Will- 
iam D.  and  Martha  (Shackelton)  Johnson,  both 
natives  of  New  Jersey,  the  former  born  on  Decem- 
ber r.»,  1800,  and  the  latter  in  1796.  The  paternal 
grandfather,  Samuel  Johnson,  was  a  native  of  New 
Jersey,  and  was  of  English  descent.  His  wife, 
however,  was  a  descendant  of  emigrants  from 
Holland.  Mrs.  Johnson  was  the  daughter  of  Col. 
Richard  Shackelton,  a  native  of  New  Jersey,  and  a 
descendant  of  English  ancestors.  He  took  a  promi- 
nent part  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  The  parents 
of  our  subject  were  married  in  1819,  and  to  their 
union  were  born  eight  children,  of  whom  six  are 
now  living.  Three  of  the  .sons,  sis  in  all,  served 
in  the  Union  army.  They  were  Theodore  F.,  John 
H.  and  Andrew  R.  (of  whom  Andrew  R.  was  killed 
at  the  battle  of  Perryville,  Ky.).  John  H  Johnson 
commanded  the  ram  "Lancaster"  of  the  Missis 
sippi  flotilla  at  the  capture  of  Memphis.  When 
Oakley  Johnson  was  three  years  of  age  he  went 
with  his  parents  to  Fulton  County,  111.,  where  he 
attained  his  growth  on  a  farm.  He  received  a  good 
English  education,  and  at  seventeen  years  of  age 
started  out  to  tight  life's  battles  for  himself. 
After  spending  a  few  months  in  Chicago  he  went  to 
Sycamore,  111. ,  where  he  clerked  in  a  store  for  nine 
months.  Then,  in  the  spring  of  1850,  he  engaged  in 
merchandising  at  La  Harpe,  Hancock  County,  111., 
continued  there  one  year  and  a  half,  and  then  moved 
his  stock  to  Ellison,  Warren  County,  111.,  where  he 
remained  for  four  and  a  half  years.  In  the  spring 
of  1856  he  went  to  Kirkwood,  Warren  County, 
111  ,  and  during  the  succeeding  fourteen  years  was 
engaged  in  the  grain  and  live-stock  business  at 
that  place,  also  at  Galesburg  and  Chicago.  In  the 
spring  of  1870  he  went  to  California,  where  he 
resided  four  years,  and  then,  in  1874,  returned  to 


Chicago,  from  which  place  he  removed  to  Harvard, 
Neb.,  in  1878.  Previous  to  this,  however,  in  1875, 
he  had  started  the  grain  business  at  Harvard,  which 
he  continued.  In  1879  he  made  a  trip  to  Europe, 
where  he  spent  several  months  visiting  the  British 
Isles,  Holland,  Belgium,  Germany,  Switzerland, 
Italy  and  France.      Returning  to  Nebraska,  he  con- 

I  tinued  the  grain  business  a  short  time,  and  in  1880 
turned  his  attention  to  the  real-estate  business.  He 
has  purchased  and  sold  a  number  of  farms,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  the  owner  of  1  ,-{00  acres  of  good 
land  in  Clay  County,  which  embraces  nine  different 
farms,  the  most  of  it  being  well  improved.  On 
September  20,  1860,  Mr.  Johnson  was  married  to 
Miss  Lissa  Wilson,  a  native  of  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
born    March  4,    1841,  and  the  daughter  of  Luke 

i  VV' ilson,  a  native  of  New  York.  Her  mother  was  a 
native  of  Vermont.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Johnson 
were  born  three  children:  Frank  W.,  Howard  O. 
and  Waldo  S. ,  of  whom  the  second,  Howard  O. , 
died  at  the  age  of  sixteen  months.  Mrs.  Johnson 
died  on  June  7,  1883.  She  graduated  from  the 
Cleveland  (Ohio)  Ladies'  Seminary  in  June,  1860, 
and  was  a  woman  of  excellent  accomplishments. 
Mr.  Johnson  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  one 

i  of  Clay  County's  most  enterprising  men,  and  one 
of  her  mo.st  worthy  and  esteemed  citizens. 

Levi  L.  Johnson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  also 
grower  and  manufacturer  of  sorghum  molasses,  In- 
land, Neb.      This  successful  and  enterprising  tiller 

I  of  the  soil  owes  his  nativity  to  Marion  'County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  in  1850.  and  where  he 
spent  his  early  days.  At  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
he  began  working  for  himself,  first  as  a  farmer, 

!  but  from  there  he  went  with  his  father  to  La 
Grange  County,  Ind. ,  where  he  was  married  in 
1872,  to  Miss  Martha  Coney,  the  daughter  of 
Michael  and  Ann  (Cooper)  Coney.  After  follow- 
ing farming  in  Indiana  for  seven  years  Mr.  John- 
son emigrated  west  to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Clay 
County,  Inland  Township,  in  1879,  and  bought 
eighty  acres  of  prairie  land,  which  he  at  once  be- 
gan to  improve.  He  has  since  been  engaged  in 
farming,  and  in  connection  makes  about  2,500  gal- 
lons of  molasses  per  annum.  To  his  marriage 
have    been    born    five    children,    four   now   living: 
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Cbailes  C.  (wliose  birth  occurred  in  1873),  Schuy- 
ler W.  (born  in  1874),  Ella  L.  (born  in  1883),  Min- 
nie A.  (who  was  born  in  1885  and  died  in  1889) 
and  Ottie  L.  Mr.  Johnson  has  been  unusually 
successful  since  coming  to  Nebraska,  and  his  prop- 
erty is  the  result  of  many  days  of  hard,  honest 
work.  He  is  interested  in  political  matters  and 
votes  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  is  deeply 
interested  in  educational  and  religious  matters,  in 
fact  everything  for  the  advancement  of  the  com- 
munity, and  beiog  one  of  the  early  settlers,  has 
witnessed  the  growth  and  development  of  the 
country.  He  is  secretary  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance, and  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  from 
1880  to  1888.  He  is  the  son  of  Levi  and  Mary 
(Shrock)  Johnson,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  the  latter 
a  daughter  of  Adam  Shrock,  of  Pennsylvania. 
The  parents  were  born  in  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania, 
respectively,  the  father  in  1820  and  the  mother  in 
1827.  The  former  was  a  minister  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church,  and  followed  his  ministerial 
duties  in  Ohio  for  a  number  of  years  His  death 
occurred  in  Tennessee  in  October,  1888.  He  was 
a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  called  out  in  the 
Ohio  State  military  service  in  1805.  The  mother 
died  in  Indiana  in  1869.  Of  the  eight  children 
born  to  their  union,  four  are  now  living:  Oscar  E. 
(in  Ohio),  Orren  J.  (in  Iowa).  Levi  L.  and  Lo- 
renzo (living  in  Illinois).  Those  deceased  were 
named  Mary  M. ,  David  E.,  Oliver  S.  and  Simon. 
Samuel  Jones,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Inland, 
Neb.  Personal  popularity,  it  can  not  be  denied, 
results  largely  from  the  industry,  perseverance 
and  close  attention  to  business  which  a  person  dis- 
plays in  the  management  of  any  particular  branch 
of  trade.  And  in  the  case  of  Mr.  Jones  this  is 
certainly  true,  for  he  has  adhered  so  closely  to 
farming  and  the  stock-raising  industry  since  com- 
ing to  this  State,  and  helped  in  so  many  ways  to 
advance  all  worthy  interests  in  this  community, 
that  he  has  become  one  of  the  prominent  and  most 
rfs|iccted  citizens  of  the  township.  Born  in  New 
H;i\<'n  County,  Conn.,  in  1826,  he  is  the  second  of 
eight  children  born  to  the  union  of  Samuel  and 
Rhoda  (Munson)  Jones.  The  father's  birth  oc- 
curred in   Connecticut  in    1791,   and  he  followed 


farming  on  the  old  homestead  in  New  Haven  Coun- 
ty. He  was  married  in  Connecticut  about  1820 
and  reared  a  family  of  eight  children:  Louisa, 
Dickerman  (died  in  1885),  Samuel,  Russell  (de 
ceased),  Isaac  (living  in  Connecticut),  Catherine 
(in  Connecticut),  Betsey,  and  Robert  (deceased). 
There  were  five  children  who  died  in  infancy.  The 
father  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  in  Dane 
County,  where  he  died  in  1867.  The  mother  died 
in  Connecticut  in  1869.  Both  were  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  father 
was  a  Democrat  in  politics.  The  paternal  grand- 
father, Pratt  Jones,  was  an  aid-de-camp  to  Gen. 
Washington  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  but 
twelve  years  of  age  when  he  enlisted.  He  served 
all  through  the  war  and  afterward  settled  in  New 
Haven,  Conn.,  where  he  tilled  the  soil.  He  mar- 
ried a  very  wealthy  lady  by  the  name  of  Dicker 
man,  who  owned  the  township  of  Hamdon,  and  the 
lake  was  named  after  her,  "Dickerman  pond." 
The  original  family  of  Jones  came  f romi  Wales. 
Pratt  Jones  was  born  in  1762  and  died  about  1852. 
Samuel  Joni's  passed  his  early  life  in  Connecticut, 
and  there,  in  connection  with  tilling  the  soil,  he 
was  engaged  in  the  brick- making  trade.  He  left 
Connecticut  in  1848  and  went  to  Michigan,  where 
he  remained  one  year,  engaged  in  brick  making. 
He  then  went  to  Wisconsin,  where  for  four  years 
he  was  occupied  in  brick-making  and  farming,  and 
in  1849  took  a  trip  to  Denver,  then  to  Salt  Lake 
City,  from  there  to  Carson  Valley,  and  was  one  of 
the  first  to  discover  gold  in  that  place.  Subse- 
quently he  went  to  Marysville,  Cal.,  where  he  en- 
gaged in  mining,  and  from  there  went  to  Southern 
California,  where  he  was  interested  in  cultivating 
the  soil.  After  this  he  went  to  Oregon,  engaged 
in  the  saw  mill  business,  and  later  embarked  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Salem,  Ore.  In  1853  he 
went  to  South  America,  where  he  traveled  and  en- 
joyed himself,  and  later  came  to  New  York  City, 
then  to  his  old  home  in  Connecticut,  where  he  vis 
ited  for  some  time,  and  afterward  went  to  Wiscon- 
sin. He  was  married  in  1854  to  Miss  Jane  A.  In- 
galsbe.  daughter  of  Elias  and  Maria  (Smith)  In- 
galsbe,  and  grand- daughter  of  Ezekial  Smith,  a 
native  of  Connecticut.      Her  mother  was  born  in 
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Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  and  her  father  in 
the  same  county.  The  latter  followed  farming, 
and  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  about  1840,  where  he 
died  about  1867.  The  mother  is  still  living,  is 
about  eighty  years  of  age,  and  makes  her  home  in 
Clay  County,  Neb.  The  Ingalsbes  are  of  English 
descent  and  the  Smiths  of  Scotch.  Mr.  Jones  and 
family  resided  in  Wisconsin  from  1854  to  1873,  but 
followed  his  former  trade  in  Shelbyville.  Shelby 
County,  Mo.,  in  1864.  In  1873  he  emigrated  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  in  June  moved  on  the 
place  where  he  now  lives  and  there  hoiuesteaded 
eighty  acres  of  land.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  240 
acres  in  the  home  tract.  Nine  children  were  born 
to  his  mariiage,  six  of  whom  are  now  living:  Lil- 
lie  H.  (born  in  1855,  married,  in  Af)ril,  1876, 
Washington  Klepper,  by  whom  she  had  one  child, 
now  thirteen  years  old;  after  being  divorced,  she 
was  married  November  25,  1887,  to  Peter  Powers; 
their  two  children  are  Lee,  aged  two  years,  and 
Jay,  three  months  old),  Fred  D.  (was  married  in 
Wisconsin,  August  9,  1881,  to  Mary  Jane  Green, 
of  English  descent,  born  in  Baraboo,  Wis.,  in 
1857;  he  died  April  7,  1888,  leaving  four  children: 
Burr,  aged  seven;  Maud,  aged  five;  Blanch,  aged 
three,  and  Jessie,  one  year  old),  Mary  L.  (now 
Mrs.  Hollister,  born  in  1859,  has  live  children: 
Walter,  aged  ten;  Ettie,  aged  eight;  Earl,  five; 
Cora,  three,  and  Mabel,  two  years  old,  all  living  in 
Inland,  Clay  County,  Neb. ),  Jennie  M.  (now  Mrs. 
Brown,  was  born  in  1863,  and  has  one  child,  Nora, 
aged  four  years),  Levi  (born  in  1865,  was  mar- 
ried February  25,  1890),  Hattie  (now  Mrs. 
Moody,  of  South  Omaha,  born  in  1869,  has  one 
child,  Blanch,  two  years  old),  Jessie  (now  Mrs. 
Green,  living  in  Fremont,  was  born  in  1871), 
Willie  (died  April  80,  1876,  aged  three  years). 
Mr.  Jones  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  an  excel- 
lent citizen. 

Thomas  J.  Kemp,  Spring  Ranche,  Neb.  Clay 
County  is  indeed  fortunate  in  having  among  her 
foreign-born  element  men  whose  industry,  strict 
attention  to  business,  economy  and  perseverance 
have  produced  such  substantial  results  in  the  differ- 
ent affairs  with  which  they  have  connected  them- 
selves.     Mr.  Kemp  belongs  to  this  class,  for,  orig- 


inally from  England,  his  locatii)n  in  this  county 
dates  from  1871.  He  was  born  in  Kent  County 
in  1852,  and  is  the  eldest  son  born  to  the  union  of 
Thomas  and  Ann  (Castle)  Kemp,  natives  also  of 
England.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade, 
was  a  member  of  the  Prince  of  Orange  Society,  and 
also  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church.  Thomas 
J.  Kemp,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  received  a  high 
school  education  in  his  native  country,  and  there 
lati'r  in  life  learned  the  grocer's  trade.  He  came 
to  the  United  States  in  1871,  landed  at  Portland, 
Me.,  and  came  direct  to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  and  to 
Adams  County  of  that  State  in  May,  1871.  .  He 
homesteaded  government  land  two  miles  west  of 
Hastings,  improved  the  same,  and  farmed  in 
Adams  County  nine  years.  He  was  married  in 
1876  to  Miss  Bertha  Purdy,  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  A.  (Kirkhan)  Purdy,  both  natives  of 
England,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  five 
children:  Alfred,  Bertha,  Ralph,  Eunice  and  Oak- 
ley. Mr.  Kemp  came  to  Spring  Ranche  in  1879, 
engaged  in  general  merchandising,  also  kept  the 
postoffice,  and  followed  this  business  six  or  seven 
years,  since  which  time  he  has  been  engaged  on 
the  railroad.  He  was  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Adams  County,  Neb.,  was  enrolled  on  the  first  list 
of  voters,  assisted  in  electing  the  first  set  of  county 
officers,  and  has  seen  the  full  development  of  these 
western  counties  of  Nebraska.  He  has  ever  taken 
an  active  part  in  politics,  and  votes  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church,  and  is  deeply  interested  in  relig- 
ious and  educational  matters. 

William  Kewley,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ong, 
Neb.  Among  the  foreign  born  elements  of  Clay 
County,  Neb. ,  none  are  more  highly  respected  or 
esteemed  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  was 
born  on  the  Isle  of  Man  on  December  26,  1832. 
His  parents,  Thomas  and  Isabella  (Tear)  Kewley, 
were  both  natives  of  the  Isle  of  Man  also,  and  the 
father  was  a'successful  tiller  of  the  soil.  Both  par- 
ents received  their  final  summons  there.  William 
Kewley,  when  but  fourteen  years  of  age,  emigrated 
to  the  United  States  with  an  aunt,  and  in  1846 
located  at  Rochester,  N.  Y.  He  there  learned  the 
shoemaker's  trade,  worked  at  the  same  in  that  city 
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for  four  years,  and  then  returned  to  the  land  of  his 
nativity.  Two  years  later  he  returned  to  the 
States,  via  New  Orleans,  and  spent  the  winter  of 
\s:<-J.  in  that  city.  From  that  time  up  to  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  war  he  resided  in  the  South  for  five 
winters,  and  in  Peoria  and  Henry  Counties,  111.,  the 
remainder  of  the  time.  Enlisting  in  1861  in  the 
Seventeenth  Illinois  Infantry  for  three  years,  he 
was  discharged  in  the  spring  of  1863  for  disability. 
After  recovering  he  re-enlisted  (spring  of  1864)  in 
the  Ninth  Illinois  Cavalry,  Company  K,  and  was  a 
non-commissioned  officer,  serving  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  being  discharged  in  the  summer  of  1865. 
While  in  the  Seventeenth  Infantry  he  participated 
in  the  following  battles:  Fredericktown,  Belmont, 
Fort  Henry,  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Burns 
ville  and  numerous  skirmishes.  After  being  dis- 
charged he  returned  to  Galva,  Henry  County,  111., 
where  he  cultivated  the  soil  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  then  sold  out,  and  in  the  spring  of  1887  moved 
to  Nebraska,  where  he  now  has  16t)  acres  of  land. 
He  has  everything  comfortable  about  his  place,  and 
all  the  modern  conveniences.  He  was  married  in 
Bureau  County,  111.,  April  30,  1866,  to  Miss  Marion 
Winger,  a  native  of  Switzerland,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Henry  County,  111.,  and  the  daughter 
of  Hiram  and  Elizabeth  Winger.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kewley  have  reared  two  children,  one  a  nephew  of 
Mr.  Kewley' s  and  the  other  a  nephew  of  his  wife. 
Mrs.  Kewley  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Socially  Mr.  Kewley  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  has  filled  the  chairs  in  the 
subordinate  lodge.  He  is  a  member  of  the  En- 
campment. 

Joseph  R.  Kidd  has  been  familiar  with  the 
duties  of  farm  labor  from  his  earliest  youth,  and 
he  is  now  considered  one  of  the  successful  agricult- 
urists and  stock-raisers  of  Clay  County,  Neb.  He 
was  born  in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  January  3, 
1843,  and  is  a  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  Ann  (Gray) 
Kidd,  being  the  second  of  their  nine  "children,  all 
of  whom  are  living  with  the  exception  of  one 
daughter,  and  are  the  heads  of  families.  Joseph 
R.  Kidd  was  reared  in  his  native  county  and  ob- 
tained a  fair  knowledge  of  books  in  the  common 
schools  near  his  home.      In  the  fall  of  1863  he  en- 


listed in  the  Ninth  Ohio  Cavalry  and  served  until 
he  received  his  discharge,  June  10,  1865,  having 
participated  in  a  number  of  hard  charges  and 
skirmishes,  but  shortly  after  was  stricken  with 
typhoid  fever  and  was  unable  to  do'  any  work  for 
about  two  years.  Upon  his  recovery  he  was  en- 
gaged in  clerking  for  about  two  years,  but  in  1867 
j  removed  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  was 
there  occupied  in  contracting  and  building  for 
about  five  years.  In  1872  he  removed  to  Nebraska, 
and  the  following  year  settled  in  Clay  County, 
where  he  entered  a  farm  under  the  homestead  law, 
in  Sheridan  Township,  on  which  he  resided  until 
1877,  he  being  one  of  the  first  settlers  of  that 
region.  He  next  purchased  property  in  Edgar, 
moved  there,  and  engaged  in  the  mercantile  busi- 
ness, which  occupation  continued  to  receive  his  at 
tention  until  1883,  but  he  has  since  devoted  his 
attention  to  farming  and  stock  raising  in  which  he 
is  quite  successful.  His  farm  comprises  160  acres 
of  arable  land,  all  of  which  is  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  his  buildings  are  in  thorough  re 
pair  and  he  has  a  fine,  young,  bearing  orchard  of 
about  '200  trees.  He  has  always  supported  the 
Republican  party,  and  in  1883  was  nominated  and 
elected  sheriff  of  Clay  County,  upon  which  he 
moved  to  Clay  Center,  serving,  by  re-election,  two 
consecutive  years.  He  has  since  filled  several 
other  positions  of  trust,  such  as  assessor,  and  has 
always  proved  an  excellent  officer.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  February  21,  1867, 
to  Miss  Josephine  Young,  a  daughter  of  William 
Young,  of  Unionville,  Ohio,  but  his  wife  died  in 
Clay  Center,  Neb.,  April  14,  1888,  leaving  besides 
her  husband,  a  family  of  seven  children  to  mourn 
her  loss:  Anna  Belle  (wife  of  Dr.  Mell  Stone,  of 
Washington  Township),  Louie,  Mattie,  Albert, 
Loren,  Fred  and  Hattie.  On  February  13,  1889, 
Mr.  Kidd  was  married,  in  Hastings,  Neb.,  to  Miss 
Ella  Conner,  who  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Grundy  County,  111. ,  a  portion  of  her  education 
being  also  received  in  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  Her  father, 
J.  W.  Conner,  resides  in  Clay  Center,  Neb.  Mr. 
Kidd  by  his  last  union  has  "one  child,  Mary  Blanche. 
He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  and  also  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
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John  A.  Kidd  is  a  prosperous  tiller  of  the  soil 
of  Logan  Township,  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and  is  a 
native  of  Morgan  County,  Ohio,  his  birth  occurring 
on  November  12,  1853,  he  being  a  son  of  Peter 
and  Mary  Ann  (Gray)  Kidd,  v?ho  were  also  born  in 
the  'Buckeye  State."  The  father  was  engaged 
in  farming  all  his  life  and  taught  his  sons  the  de- 
tails of  this  calling,  and  this  has  since  proved  their 
chief  occupation.  He  died  in  the  summer  of  1877, 
his  wife  still  surviving  him.  and  she  is  at  present 
residing  on  the  old  homestead.  Their  family  con- 
sisted of  six  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom 
are  living  but  one  sister.  John  A.  Kidd  received  a 
high-school  education  in  his  youth,  and  after  reach- 
ing a  proper  age  began  teaching  the  ' '  young  idea,' ' 
an  occupation  he  continued  for  about  four  years, 
continuing  this  with  alternately  attending  school 
until  the  spring  of  1878,  when  he  came  to  Nebras- 
ka, and  located  in  Clay  County,  where  be  pur- 
chased land.  He  taught  school  the  three  follow- 
ing winters  and  during  the  summer  months  tilled 
the  soil,  but  in  1880  settled  permanently  on  his 
present  farm  which  compri^es  a  tract  of  eighty 
acres  in  a  fine  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a  good, 
new  frame  residence,  excellent  out-buildings,  and 
a  tine  young  fruit  orchard.  For  the  last  seven 
years  he  has  been  dealing  in  stock,  and  ships  from 
thirty  to  fifty  car  loads  annually.  He  has  been 
very  successful,  considering  the  fact  that  he  began 
for  himself  with  little  or  no  means  to  start  on,  and 
his  present  calling  seems  to  be  one  for  which  he 
has  a  natural  aptitude.  He  was  married  in  Chilli- 
cothe,  Ohio,  September  14,  1876,  to  Miss  Maggie 
Wheeland,  a  native  of  Ross  County,  Ohio,  she 
being  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Wheeland.  She  was 
educated  in  Chillicothe  and  her  union  with  Mr. 
Kidd  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Russell  M.,  Joseph  R.,  Paul  C.  and  Mabel  F. 
The  eldest  child  died  April  25,  1887,  at  the  age  of 
seven  years  and  eight  months. 

Stephen  King,  retired  farmer.  Harvard,  Neb. 
This  honored  citizen  of  Harvard,  Neb. ,  was  born 
in  Bracken  County,  Ky.,  March  29,  1823,  and  was 
the  son  of  William  B.  and  Anna  R.  (Greening) 
King,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Fauquier  Coun- 
ty, Va.,    or   in    Powell's   Valley,    the   former   born 


April  23,  1788.  When  a  young  man  William  B. 
King  went  to  East  Tennessee  and  was  there  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Greening,  after  which  he  and  wife 
removed  to  Fayette  County,  Ky.  From  there  they 
removed  to  Clark  County,  Ky.,  thence  in  1815  to 
Bracken  County,  Ky. ,  and  in  1830  to  Sangamon 
County,  111.,  where   both  spent  the  remainder  of 

i  their  days.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  chil- 
dren: Thomas  A.,  Reuben,  Elizabeth,  James  M., 
William  G.,  Henry  J.,  Sarah.  Stephen,  Hester  F., 

I  Anna  R.,  Fielding  A.  and  John  F.  Of  these 
James  M. ,  Henry  J.,  Stephen,  Fielding  A.  and 
John  F.  are  living.  The  first  four  were  born  in 
Clark  Connty,  Ky..  the  next  seven  in  Bracken 
County,  Ky.,  and  the  youngest  in  Sangamon 
County,  111.  The  father  of  these  children  died 
October  19,  1863,  and  the  mother  died  March  27, 
1873.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  the  son  of  William  and  Betsey  King,  both 
natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  former  served 
in  the  Revolutionary  War  under  Gen.  George 
Washington,  and  his  father  was  a  native  of  Eng- 
land. Our  subject's  maternal  grandparents,  Reu 
ben  and  Sarah  Greening,  were  both  natives  of  Vir- 
ginia. Stephen  King  was  seven  years  of  age  when 
his  parents  located  in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  and 
there  he  spent  his  boyhood,  attending  the  district 
school  in  winter  and  laboring  upon  the  farm  in 
summer.  In  early  life  he  took  the  vocation  of  a 
teacher  and  followed  this  in  Sangamon  County  for 
seven  years.  February  15,  1855,  he  was  married 
to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Smith,  widow  of  John  Smith, 
and  the  daughter  of  Anthony  and  Nancy  A.  (Dean) 
Hendrix.  Mr.  Hendrix  was  born  in  Fleming 
County,  Ky.,  December  19,  1789,  and  his  wife 
was  a  native  of  Clark  (Jounty,  Ky.  They  were 
the  parents  of  eleven  children:  Susan,  George, 
Rebecca,  Amy,  Samuel  W.,  Sally  A.,  Elizabeth, 
Nancy  A. ,  Mary,  Eliza  J.  and  John,  of  whom  Re- 
becca, Elizabeth,  Nancy  A . ,  Mary  and  John  are 
living.  The  first  seven  weie  born  in  Kentucky 
and  the  last  four  in  Clear  Lake  Township,  Sanga- 
mon County,  111.      The  father  and  mother  of  these 

j  children  died  in  Sangamon  County,  111.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  King  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits in  Sangamon  County,  111.,  until  1885,  when 
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he  moved  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  located  in 
Harvard  where  they  have  since  lived  a  retired  life. 
Mr.  King  is  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land  near 
Harvard,  and  he  spends  much  of  his  time  attending 
its  management.  By  his  marriage  he  became  the 
fatber  of  seven  children:  John  Albert  (born  July 
8,  185fi,  and  died  February  15,  1806),  Mary  Ellen 
(born  April  25,  1858,  and  died  April  18,  18S8), 
George  L.  (born  October  19,  1860),  Charles  H. 
(born  March  25,  1862),  William  A.  (born  May  26, 
18t)4),  Katie  (born  February  8,  1806)  and  Eddie 
F.  (born  January  23,  1869).  By  her  former  mar- 
riage Mrs.  King  had  three  daughters:  Susan,  Alice 
and  Jennie,  all  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  King  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  in  politics  the  former  affiliates  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  and  wife  are  much  es- 
teemed citizens  of  the  community. 

George  W.  King,  another  of  the  successful 
farmers  of  Eldorado  Township,  has  been  iden 
tified  with  the  material  interests  of  Clay  County 
since  1874,  at  which  time  he  came  to  this  county 
and  homesteaded  the  farm  he  now  owns,  which  he 
has  improved  with  a  nice  comfortable  residence, 
barns,  outbuildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  also  with  fruits 
of  all  kinds.  He  has  been  very  successful  since 
coming  to  Nebraska,  not  having  had  a  total  fail- 
ure in  crops  since  his  arrival,  and  is  well  pleased 
to  make  this  his  permanent  home.  He  is  devoting 
considerable  attention  to  stock  raising  and  believes 
in  propagating  good  farm  stock,  and  to  this  end  is 
breeding  good  horses  and  cattle  and  Berkshire 
hogs.  He  was  born  in  Orange  County,  Va.,  in 
1830,  the  third  child  of  John  and  Isabella  (Atkins) 
King,  both  natives  of  Virginia.  The  father  re- 
ceived a  good  common  school  education  and  grew 
to  maturity  in  his  native  State.  He  was  a  shoe- 
maker by  occupation.  He  married  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years,  and  the  fruits  of  his  union  w  ere 
twelve  children,  seven  of  whom  are  still  living: 
John  (living  in  Vinton  County,  Ohio),  William 
(deceased),  George  W.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
Frances  (now  Mrs.  Charles  Moss,  of  Cincinnati, 
Ohio),  Isabella  (deceased),  Martha  (now  Mrs. 
Theo.  Seeds,  of  Hilliards,  Ohio),  Margaret  (de- 
ceased),   Nancy    J.    (now    Mrs.    Robert    Mackey), 


Matilda  (now  Mrs.  B.  Sheid),  A.  J.  (deceased), 
Charles  (deceased),  and  Joseph  (living  in  Vinton 
County,  Ohio).  The  father  removed  to  Ohio  in 
1836,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life  in  that  State, 
dying  in  1867,  at  the  age  of  sixty  years.  The 
mother  died  in  1872.  Both  she  and  husband  were 
worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  Socially,  the  father  was  a  Free  Mason, 
and  politically,  a  Democrat.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  Ohio,  and  learned 
the  shoemaker's  trade.  At  the  age  of  nineteen 
years  he  began  life  for  himself  by  engaging  in 
farming.  In  September,  1853,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Margaret  J.  Campbell,  daughter  of  John  and 
Louisa  (Hainsbrough)  Campbell,  both  natives  of 
Virginia.  He  had  one  son  who  was  educated  at 
Milton  College,  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  a  book 
publisher  of  Springfield,  Mass.  In  the  fall  of 
1804  he  went  into  the  United  States  service,  first 
in  the  National  Guards  in  Ohio,  and  later  in  the 
United  States  Guards,  Capt.  Waddal  commander, 
and  served  sixty-two  days  in  this  capacity.  He 
removed  from  Ohio  to  Wisconsin  in  1800,  and 
worked  at  shoemaking  and  carpentering  for  about 
seven  or  eight  years,  and  then  came  to  Nebraska, 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is  an 
active  Republican  in  politics,  and  often  serves  as 
delegate  to  conventions.  He  is  a  member  of  Pa- 
cific Lodge  No.  58  (Wis.),  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Joseph  Kintner,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Glen- 
ville.  Neb.  Since  starting  in  life  for  himself  Mr. 
Kintner  has,  to  some  extent,  followed  cabinet- 
making  and  carpentering,  but  his  principal  atten- 
tion has  been  given  to  agricultural  pursuits,  in- 
cluding the  raising  of  stock.  In  these  occupations 
he  has  risen  to  more  than  ordinary  prominence. 
He  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  land,  and  is  in  the 
truest  sense  of  the  teim  a  self-made  man,  for  from 
a  low  beginning  he  has  by  energy,  economy  and 
correct  business  habits  secuied  a  good  competency. 
He  was  born  in  Middle  Smithfield,  Pa.,  July  9, 
1821,  and  is  the  seventh  in  a  family  of  ten  chil- 
dren of  Rodolvus  and  Margaret  (Fellinzer)  Kint- 
ner, the  father  a  native  of  Burke  County,  Pa., 
born  in  ]7'i2,  and  the  mother  of  Monroe  County, 
Pa.,  born    in    1795.       Their  children    are   named 
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as  follows:  Samuel,  George,  Peter,  Philip,  Dan- 
iel, Jonas,  Miebael,  Joseph,  Rudolph,  Conrad, 
Henry,  Delilia,  Elizabeth  and  Mary.  Joseph  Kint- 
ner  received  but  a  limited  education,  for  at  the  age 
of  seventeen  years  he  was  left  without  a  father 
and  was  obliged  to  start  out  in  life  for  himself. 
He  selected  the  trade  of  a  cabinet-maker,  and  ap- 
prenticed himself  to  William  Clark  for  three  years. 
After  this  he  worked  at  his  trade  at  different 
places,  and  being  a  natural  mechanic,  was  soon 
familiar  with  the  carpenter  trade,  which  he  carried 
on  in  connection  with  the  cabinet-maker's  trade. 
He  remained  in  his  native  State  until  the  breaking 
out  of  the  late  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  engi- 
neer department,  working  at  the  carpenter  trade 
in  building  fortifications,  but  about  the  middle  of 
the  war  he  was  pressed  into  the  regular  service. 
He  was  under  Gen.  Thomas  at  Nashville,  Tenn., 
but  during  service  he  escaped  actual  battles. 
When  the  war  was  over,  in  18(55,  he  returned  to 
Middle  Smithtield,  Pa.,  where  he  resumed  his 
trade  as  carpenter.  In  1861)  he  immigrated  to 
Ogle  County,  111.,  still  following  his  trade,  and  in 
the  spring  of  1S73  they  moved  to  this  county,  tak- 
ing a  homestead,  on  which  he  now  resides.  In 
March,  1847,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Vliet, 
daughter  of  Abraham  and  Elsie  (Ocres)  Vliet,  and 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  December  22,  1827. 
Her  father  was  born  in  1787,  and  the  mother  in 
New  Jerse}',  in  1801.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kintner 
were  born  nine  children:  Margaret  (wife  of  Daniel 
H.  Chase),  Eleanor  (who  died  at  the  age  of  four- 
teen), George  (married  Miss  Emily  Loomis),  Re- 
becca (wife  of  Augustus  T.  Snndwell),  Wilbur  P. 
(married  Miss  Lizzie  Eggleston),  Garret  (now  de- 
ceased). Alice  (died  in  infancy),  Albina  (wife  of 
William  McGaffey)  and  David  (who  is  single). 
Mr.  Kintner  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and,  not 
aspiring  to  political  honors,  has  refused  several 
good  offices.  He  and  wife  are  worthy  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  he  was 
a  class-leader,  superintendent  of  Sunday-school 
and  steward.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Good  Temp 
lar  Lodge  at  Glenville,  and  holds  the  office  of 
chaplain  in  the  same.  By  his  own  energy  and 
that  of   his  faithful  wife,  who,    bv  the  wav,  is  a 


stanch  Prohibitionist,  he  has  accumulated  (piite  a 
handsome  property.  Mr.  Kinter  was  the  first  post 
master  in  Glenville,  under  Grant's  administration, 
in  1874,  and  filled  that  position  in  a  highly  satis- 
factory manner. 

Thomas  W.  Kirkpartrick  was  born  in  Woodford 
County,  111.,  October  29,  1840,  being  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Anna  (Hougham)  Kirkpatrick,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Ohio,  settling  shortly  after 
their  marriage  in  Woodford  County,  III,  of  which 
they  were  among  the  pioneers.  They  both  passed 
from  life  there,  the  former  in  1874,  and  the  latter 
in  1872.  Thomas  W.  Kirkpatrick  is  the  eldest  of 
three  sons  and  three  daughters,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  mature  years  and  became  the  heads  of  families, 
and  are  now  residing  in  McLean  County,  111.,  with 
the  exception  of  our  subject,  and  in  Woodford 
County  he  grew  to  manhood.  In  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Ninety-fourth  Illinois  Infantry  as 
sergeant,  but  at  the  end  of  three  months  he  was 
promoted  to  fiag-bearer,  and  carried  the  grand  old 
' '  stars  and  stripes  ' '  for  two  years  and  nine  months. 
He  was  in  the  tight  at  Prairie  Grove,  siege  and 
surrender  of  Vicksburg,  Fort  Morgan  and  Spanish 
Fort,  and  made  several  trips  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico 
with  his  regiment.  In  August,  1865,  he  was  dis- 
charged at  Springfield,  111.,  and  returned  to  Wood- 
ford County,  where  he  was  married  on  April  11, 
1867,  to  Miss  Amanda  McKee,  a  daughter  of  Will- 
iam McKee.  She  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Woodford  County,  and  after  residing  there  for 
several  years  after  their  marriage,  they  moved  to 
McLean  County,  where  they  were  engaged  in  farm- 
ing until  1888,  then  moving  to  Normal,  111.,  and 
in  March,  1 885,  to  Nebraska.  Their  first  year  was 
spent  in  Fairfield,  after  which  they  purchased 
their  present  farm  of  160  acres,  all  excellent  till- 
able land.  He  has  a  good  residence,  barn,  grove 
and  a  young  orchard  just  commencing  to  bear,  and 
is  already  well  known  throughout  the  county  as  a 
successful  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  and  his  wife  are 
the  parents  of  three  children :  Emma  Alice  (wife 
of  George  McClure,  who  is  cashier  of  a  bank  in 
Gibson  City,  111.),  Ada  Estella,  aged  16,  and  Loren 
Jesse,  aged  18.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  K.  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church  at  Edgar,  and  he  is  a  Pro 
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hibitionist  in  politics,  althcnigb  formerly  a  Re- 
publican. 

John  N.  Kirkpatrick  has  been  a  resident  of 
Clay  County,  Neb. ,  for  the  past  sixteen  years,  and 
his  example  of  industry  and  earnest  and  sincere 
endeavor  to  succeed  in  life  is  well  worthy  of  imi- 
tation. He  was  born  in  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind. , 
February  15,  1830,  and  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Jemima  (Newman)  Kirkpatrick,,  who  were 
born  in  the  "Buckeye  State,"  and  after  residing 
ill  Indiana  for  some  time,  moved  to  Will  County, 
111.,  in  1836,  and  there  John  N.  was  reared  to 
manhood,  receiving  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion. In  1854  he  removed  to  Fayette  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  followed  the  occupation  of  farming,  and 
while  there  the  Civil  War  broke  out.  In  1862  he 
left  the  plow  to  take  up  arms  in  defense  of  his 
country,  and  became  a  member  of  Company  F, 
Thirty-eighth  Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  as  a  private  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
returning  home  with  the  consciousness  of  having 
served  his  country  faithfully  and  well.  He  was  a 
participant  in  the  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Fort  Mor- 
gan and  Fort  Blakely,  besides  numerous  skirmishes, 
and  after  his  return  to  Iowa  he  settled  in  Madison 
Coimty,  Init  removed,  in  the  month  of  April,  1873, 
to  Nebraska,  taking  up  a  homestead  claim  of  160 
acres  in  Clay  County,  and  has  since  purchased  an 
adjoining  eighty  acres,  his  farm  now  comprising 
240  acres  of  fine  land.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Albina  Squeirs,  a  native  of  Vermont,  took  place  on 
December  25,  1850,  and  by  her  he  has  a  family  of 
sis  children:  Grace  (wife  of  Albert  Elden),  John 
S. ,  Hardy,  Chester,  Bina  and  Lester.  Mr.  Kirk- 
Patrick  was  originally  a  Republican  in  his  political 
views,  but  is  now  a  Prohibitionist,  and  he  and  his 
wife  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
and  are  well  known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens. 

George  Krell,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Spring 
Ranche,  Neb.  The  entire  life  of  Mr.  Krell  has 
been  one  without  any  material  change  from  the 
ordinary  pursuits  of  farm  life,  with  the  exception 
of  the  time  spent  in  the  army.  He  was  born  in 
Columbus,  Ohio,  in  1840,  and  is  the  son  of  George 
Krell,  who  was  a  native  of  Alsace,  France.  The 
father  came  to  this  country  about  1830,  settled  in 


Columbus,  Ohio,  and  there  followed  the  under- 
taker's business  for  many  years.  He  died  in  that  city 
in  1857,  and  was  a  worthy  member  of  the  Luth- 
eran Church.  George  Krell,  Jr.,  received  a  good 
practical  education  in  the  schools  of  Columbus, 
Ohio,  and  began  life  for  himself  at  about  seven- 
teen years  of  age.  In  January,  1862,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  F,  Sixteenth  Regiment  United  States 
Infantry,  and  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  foUow- 
ipg  battles :  Shiloh,  Stone  River  and  Chickamauga, 
where  he  was  taken  prisoner.  He  was  confined  in 
several  of  the  Southern  prisons,  including  about 
seven  months  in  Andersonville,  and  two  weeks  in 
Millen,  Ga.  He  was  discharged  at  Lookout  Mount- 
ain, Tenn.,  on  April  12,  1865.  At  the  close  of  the 
war  Mr.  Krell  engaged  iu  farming  in  Iowa,  and  in 
1866  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Laura  A. 
Stephenson,  daughter  of  Frank  and  Julia  (Lara- 
bee)  Stephenson,  and  to  this  union  were  born  six 
children:  Lena,  Fred,  George,  Letha,  Maud  and 
Vernie.  Mr.  Krell  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in 
1871,  and  now  has  a  tine  farm  in  that  county.  He 
is  one  of  the  first  settlers  and  has  seen  the  full  de- 
velopment of  the  country.  He  has  been  success- 
ful financially  since  coming  here,  intends  making 
this  State  his  permanent  home,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  citizens  of  the  county.  He  has  made  a 
success  of  his  efforts  at  fruit-raising.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  the  G.  A.  B.,  and 
is  a  worthy  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
W.  Lambie.  Among  the  agricultmists  and 
stockmen,  so  many  of  whom  are  mentioned  in  these 
pages,  Mr.  Lambie  deserves  prominent  mention, 
for  he  has  been  closely  identified  with  both  these 
enterprises  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  since  the  spring 
of  1878.  He  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1841,  and 
is  the  youngest  child  born  to  W.  and  Jeanette 
(Reed)  Lambie,  who  were  born  in  the  parish  of 
Milton,  Scotland.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  oc 
cupation,  and  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  The  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  his  native  land, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  fifteen  years  began  life  for 
himself  as  a  farmer  and  lumberman  in  the  State 
of  ^^'isconsin,  his  parents  having  come  to  the 
United  States  in  1856  and   settled  in  that  State. 
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He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Hattie  A.  White, 
a  daughter  of  Harris  and  Mary  (St.  Clair)  White, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
and  his  union  with  this  lady  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  four  children:  Frank,  Ida,  Willie  and  Grace. 
Since  the  spring  of  1878  Mr.  Lambie  has  resided 
in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  has  proved  himself  to 
l)p  one  of  its  able  and  successful  agriculturists. 
His  present  farm  is  well  improved,  and  his  efforts 
at  fruit-raising  have  proved  a  decided  success.  He 
has  a  pleasant  home  for  his  family,  and  he  and  his 
estimable  wife  are  excellent  neighbors  and  citizens. 
He  gives  liljerally  of  his  means  to  worthy  enter- 
prises, and  is  an  earnest  memlier  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Churcli. 

Thomas  Lanham,  owner  of  a  Ijriek  yard.  Har- 
vard, Neb.  Among  the  important  industries  of 
any  civilized  community  is  that  of  brick-making. 
Mr.  Lanham  has  been  engaged  in  this  enterprise 
at  Harvard  since  18S4,  and  has  made  a  success  of 
the  same.  He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Yeovil, 
County  of  Somerset,  England,  June  21,  1850,  and 
was  the  son  of  William  and  Harriet  (Durham) 
Lanham,  both  of  whom  died  in  England.  They 
were  the  parents  of  seventeen  children,  of  whom 
Thomas  was  the  sixteenth,  and  four  of  whom, 
three  sons  and  a  daughter,  came  to  America.  Only 
live  are  now  living.  Thomas  Lanham  was  reared 
iu  his  native  country,  being  reared  chiefly  to  the 
brick-making  business,  and  was  married  in  Lon- 


don, England,  at  the  age  of  nineteen,  or  on  April 
5,  1870,  to  Miss  Jane  Hann,  who  was  also  l)orn  in 
Yeovil,  England.  Immediately  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Lanham  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  set- 
tled first  at  Brownville,  Nemaha  County,  Neb  ,  and 
there  resided  two  years,  being  engaged  in  different 
occupations.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  took  an  eighty- 
acre  farm  in  Saline,  Neb.,  and  located  on  the  same 
in  the  spring  of  1873,  proving  up,  after  which,  in 
1875,  he  sold  it.  From  there  he  removed  to  Crete, 
Neb.,  but  shortly  afterward,  for  health  purposes, 
he  returned  with  his  family  to  England  where  he 
resided  three  years.  During  that  time  he  was  em 
ployed  in  the  capacity  of  policeman.  In  the  spring 
of  1879  he  again  came  to  the  United  States,  located 
in   Crete,  Neb.,   and  there  made  his  home   until 


1884,  employed  at  the  manufacturing  of  bricks, 
when  he  removed  to  Harvard  and  there  continiied 
his  former  pursuit.  He  has  owned  and  operated  a 
brick  yard  there  ever  since,  but  in  connection  has 
given  considerable  attention  to  feeding  cattle.  To 
his  marriage  have  been  born  nine  children:  Albert 
Thomas,  Clara,  Laura,  May,  Frank.  Lillie,  Eddie, 
Ada  and  Hilda.  Of  these  Clara,  May  and  Lillie 
are  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lanham  are  members 
of  the  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  former  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fi'aternity,  a  prosperous  man 
and  a  good  citizen.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
Albert  M.  Lathrop.  fanner,  fruit-grower,  and 
stock-raiser,  Inland,  Neb.  Every  community  is 
certain  to  have  among  her  citizens  a  few  men  of 
recognized  influence  and  ability,  who  by  their  sys- 
tematic and  careful,  thorough  manner  of  work,  at- 
tain to  a  success  which  is  justly  deserved.  Among 
this  class  is  Mr.  Lathrop,  a  man  esteemed  as  a 
prominent  and  substantial,  as  well  as  progressive 
farmer  of  Clay  County.  He  owes  his  nativity  to 
New  London,  Conn.,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Jason  and  Susan  (Peck- 
ham)  Lathrop,  and  the  grandson  of  Dixwell  and 
Mahala  (Phillips)  Lathrop.  Jason  Lathrop  was 
born  in  Griswold,  Conn.,  in  1812,  began  farming 
at  an  early  day,  and  in  1840  was  married  to  Miss 
Peckbam,  who  bore  him  eight  children:  Albert  M.. 
George  (living  on  the  home  place  in  Connecticut), 
Henry  (engaged  in  farming  in  Indiana),  Sarah  (now 
Mrs.  Lamb,  of  New  London,  Conn.),  Helen  (now 
Mrs.  Congdon,  of  Griswold,  Conn.), Lucy  (at  home). 
Jason  (a  farmer  of  Connecticut)  and  Charles  (en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  in  Kansas).  The  par- 
ents of  these  children  are  still  living  and  are  resi 
dents  of  Griswold,  Conn.  Both  are  members  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  The  father  is  a  Demociat  in 
his  political  views  and  is  a  public  spirited  citizen. 
The  maternal  grandfather,  Rowland  Peckham,  was 
a  native  of  Newport,  R.  I.,  and  died  in  Connecti- 
cut in  1881.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812. 
Albert  M.  Lathrop  was  reared  on  the  old  home 
place  in  Griswold,  New  London  County,  Conn., 
and  was  favored  with  such  educational  advantages 
as  the  district  schools  afforded.  When  about 
twenty-one  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  Company  E, 
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Eighteenth  Conuecticut  Infantry,  under  Col.  Will- 
iam G.  Ely,  and  participated  in  the  following 
battles:  Winchester,  on  June  13  and  14,  1863; 
Summit's  Point,  June  15,  1863;  New  Market,  May 
15,  1864;  Piedmont,  June  5,  1864;  Lynchburg, 
June  18,  1864;  Cedar  Creek,  August  12,  1864; 
Berry ville,  September  3,  1 864,  Harrisonburg,  June 
3,  1864;  Lexington,  June  11,  1864;  Buchanan, 
June  14,  1864,  and  several  others.  He  was  color- 
corporal,  and  marched  over  300  miles  on  Huuter's 
raid,  barefooted.  He  received  his  discharge  at 
Harper's  Ferry  in  June,  1865,  and  returned  to  his 
home,  satisfied  that  notwithstanding  the  many 
hardships  he  had  undergone  he  had  served  his 
country  faithfully  and  well.  He  afterward  taught 
school  for  seven  years,  and  in  1868  selecte<l  for 
his  companion  in  life  Miss  Anna  Lawton,  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Rowena  (Campbell)  Lawton,  all  of 
English  descent.  To  this  marriage  were  born  six 
children,  three  now  living:  Edith,  Susie  E.  and 
Chelsea.  Those  deceased  were  named  Elmer  L. 
(whose  death  occurred  in  1869),  Walter  (who  died 
in  1881  at  the  age  of  three  years)  and  Birdsey 
(who  died  in  infancy  in  1881.  In  1872  Mr.  Lath- 
rop  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Clay  County, 
Inland  Township,  and  took  up  160  acres  of  land 
before  aay  one  had  thought  of  Hastings.  He  began 
improving  the  same,  and  his  residence,  barns  and 
outbuildings,  and  in  fact  all  necessary  conven- 
iences, indicate  the  quality  of  farmer  that  he  is. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Baptist  Church 
at  Inland,  Clay  County,  and  he  is  the  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sunday-school  at  tliat  place.  He 
is  interested  in  the  upbuilding  of  schools  and 
churches,  and  in  fact  all  things  for  the  growth  and 
improvement  of  the  county.  He  has  been  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views,  and  is  now  inter- 
ested in  the  Prohibition  party.  He  has  been  con- 
tinuously in  office  as  justice  of  the  peace,  since 
1874,  or  for  sixteen  years,  receiving  the  votes  of 
all  political  parties;  besides  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  election  board  since  the  organization  of  the 
precinct  and  township,  and  is  naturally  inclined  to 
support  all  movements  for  moral  and  political  re 
form.  Mr.  Lathrop  is  president  of  the  Farmeis' 
Alliance,  belonging  to  the  Glenville  G.  A.  E. 


John  Lenzen,  graia  dealer  of  Fairfield,  Neb., 
is  a  man  who,  through  his  fair,  honest  and  satis- 
factory manner  of  doing  business  has  gained  a 
large  patronage,  and  has  become  one  of  the  well 
known  and  highly  esteemed  citizens  of  the  com 
munity  in  which  he  resides.  He  was  born  in 
Prussia,  Germany,  on  April  8,  1843,  and  is  a  son 
of  Bernard  and  Helena  (Mayers)  Lenzen,  who  were 
also  born  in  that  country.  The  family  removed  to 
the  United  States  and  became  subjects  of  ''Uncle 
Sam"  in  1852,  and  located  on  a  farm  in  McHenry 
County,  111. ,  where  John  was  reared  to  manhood. 
His  knowledge  of  the  world  was  only  such  as  could 
be  gained  on  his  father's  farm,  and  this  occupa 
tion  continued  to  receive  his  attention  for  twenty 
six  years,  he  being  also  engaged  in  grain  dealing 
in  McHenry  County.  In  May,  1877,  he  came  to 
Fairfield,  Neb.,  where  he  has  followed  the  grain 
business  ever  since,  with  the  exception  of  two  years 
which  were  spent  in  the  far  West,  where  he  was 
occupied  in  cattle  dealing.  Mr.  Lenzen  is  an  ex- 
cellent example  of  the  successful  business  men  of 
the  West,  and  is  pushing  and  progressive  in  his 
views,  and  is  honest  and  upright  in  all  his  deal- 
ings with  the  public.  He  has  met  with  financial 
reverses  at  different  times,  but  with  the  energy 
which  has  ever  characterized  his  efforts  he  has 
surmounted  all  difficulties  and  has  now  a  very 
handsome  competency,  owning  480  acres  of  valu 
able  farming  land  in  Clay  County,  and  some  vain 
able  town  property  in  Fairfield.  He  has  an  ex- 
cellent elevator  in  the  town,  also  one  at  Deweese 
and  Keene,  Neb.,  and  on  an  average  ships  1,20() 
car  loads  of  grain  per  year.  He  was  married  on 
May  15,  1862,  to  Miss  Adelina  King,  a  native  of 
Westphalen,  Germany,  who  died  in  1872,  leaving 
three  children:  Bernard  (manager  of  the  elevator 
at  Keene),  John  A.  (tilling  the  same  position  at 
Deweese)  and  Margaret.  October  9,  1874,  Mr. 
Lenzen  married  Mrs.  Mary  (Freund),  a  native  of 
Prussia,  and  the  following  are  their  children: 
Emma,  Lena  and  Joseph.  Mr.  Lenzen  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat, and  the  family  attend  the  Catholic  Church. 

Charles  L.  Lewis,  cashier  of  the  Citizens' 
Bank,  Fairfield,  Neb.  In  looking  over  a  compar- 
ative statement  of  the  institutions  of   a  financial 
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character  doing  business  in  this  city,  we  find  them 
ia  comparison  with  the  same  class  of  organizations 
elsewhere,  solvent,  prosperous  and  useful  in  the 
highest  degree.  Thn  Citizens'  Bank  adds  no  little 
to  this  and  is  one  of  the  best  and  most  substantial 
of  its  kind  in  the  State  Mr.  Lewis,  the  efficient 
cashier,  is  a  native  of  Winchester,  Scott  County, 
III.,  where  he  was  born  on  January  26,  1.858,  and 
is  the  son  of  Ephriam  and  Sarah  J.  (Martin) 
Lewis,  both. natives  of  the  Old  Dominion.  Charles 
L.  Lewis  removed  with  his  parents  to  Henry 
County,  Iowa,  in  1868,  and  thence  eight  years 
later  to  Union  County,  where  the  parents  are  resid- 
ing at  the  present  time.  His  early  life  was  spent 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  and  he  received  a  good 
English  education,  taking  an  academic  course  and 
preparing  himself  for  teaching.  This  profession 
he  pursued  successfully  for  about  four  years,  in 
Iowa,  and  in  Aiigust,  1881,  he  came  to  Fairfield, 
where  he  accepted  a  clerical  position  with  the 
Fairfield  Exchange  Bank.  Later  he  was  made 
cashier  of  the  same,  and  upon  the  organization  of 
the  Citizens'  Bank,  in  August,  1886,  he  was  elected 
as  its  cashier,  which  position  he  has  since  tilled  in 
a  faithful  and  highly  satisfactory  manner.  Novem- 
ber 26,  1884,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Florence  A.  Hoskins,  of  Union  County,  Iowa,  and 
the  fruits  of  their  union  have  been  two  children: 
Lela  V.  and  Ruby  C.  Mr.  Lewis  is  a  stanch 
Republican  in  politics,  and  was  elected  mayor  of 
the  city  at  the  spring  election  of  1890.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  Fraternity,  and 
is  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Capt.  G.  W.  Liuibocker  was  born  in  Chautau- 
qua County,  N.  Y.,  in  May,  1830,  and  while  still 
quite  young  removed  with  his  parents  to  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  and  afterward  to  Jennings  County, 
Ind.,  where,  at  the  age  of  fifteen  years,  he  en- 
listed in  the  Mexican  War,  in  1846,  serving  until 
the  close  of  that  war.  In  1854  he  moved  to  Iowa, 
and  here  he  first  engaged  in  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness, publishing  the  Columbus  City  Enterprise. 
Here  he  married  in  1857  Miss  H.  A.  Gray,  who  has 
been  his  life-long  companion.  In  1859  he  re- 
moved to  Boscobel,  Wis.,  and  began  the  publica 
tion  of  the  Boscobel  Democrat,  which  he  continued 


until  186'^,  when  he  was  appointed  United  States 
assistant  census  marshal  for  his  assembly  district. 
In  April,  1861,  he  organized  a  company  of  infantry 
for  the  Civil  War.  was  elected  captain,  and  served 
as  such  until  discharged  on  surgeon's  certificate  of 
disability,  in  August.  1862.  He  was  afterward 
commissioned  in  the  Veteran  Reserve  Corps,  where 
he  served  until  after  the  close  of  the  war.  In 
1878  he  moved  his  family,  consisting  of  wife  and 
three  daughters,  to  Harvard,  Neb.,  and  began  the 
publication  of  the  Clay  County  Journal,  which  he 
has  since  successfully  continued.  In  1885  he 
served  a  term  as  sergeant-at-arms  in  the  State  Sen- 
ate, and  in  1887  was  elected  mayor  of  Harvard, 
and  served  in  that  capacity  for  one  year.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  Fraternity,  having  been 
raised  a  Master  Mason  in  Beautiful  Grove  Lodge 
No.  — ■ — ,  at  Boscobel,  Wis.,  in  1860,  where  he 
served' as  worshipful  master  for  five  years;  he  was 
also  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  of  the 
same  place,  in  which  he  held  all  the  principal 
offices.  He  is  now  a  member  of  Harvard  Lodge 
No.  44,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  Richardson  Po.st  No. 
60,  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  Republican  by  nature  and 
practice. 

Charles  A.  Linstrum,  merchant  tailor,  Sutton, 
Neb.  Among  the  most  skilled  and  reliable  mer- 
chant tailors  of  this  city  must  be  classed  Mr. 
Charles  A.  Linstrum.  As  a  practical  tailor  of  the 
highest  skill  Mr.  Linstrum  has  no  superior  in  this 
city,  and  he  has  no  hesitancy  in  guaranteeing  most 
perfect  fits  in  garments  in  all  cases.  He  was  born 
in  Sweden,  May  6,  1860,  and  is  the  son  of  C.  F. 
and  Huldah  Linstrum,  natives,  also,  of  Sweden, 
where  the  mother  died  in  1882.  The  father  came 
to  the  United  States,  and  is  now  residing  in  Iowa. 
Charles  A.  Linstrum  came  with  his  father  to  the 
States  when  nine  years  of  age,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  schools  of  Keokuk,  Iowa.  In  1874 
he  began  learning  the  tailor's  trade  in  Keokuk, 
Iowa,  in  the  shop  of  Fraser  Brothers,  and  for  ten 
years  worked  as  a  journeyman  tailor.  In  1884  he 
began  the  merchant- tailoring  business  at  the 
above-mentioned  place,  under  the  firm  name  of 
Fraser  &  Linstrum,  and  continued  this  for  two  and 
a  half  years,  when  the  firm  dissolved  and  Mr.  Lin- 
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strum  came  to  Sutton,  Neb.  Here  be  has  since 
continued,  and  has  a  complete  line  of  merchant- 
tailoring  stock.  His  isatronage  is  not  conlined  to 
Sutton,  but  takes  in  a  large  scope  of  country. 
None  but  experienced  hands  are  kept,  and  no  gar- 
ments are  allowed  to  leave  the  store  which  are  not 
carefully  inspected  and  entirely  satisfactory  to  the 
customer.  As  a  consequence  this  house  has  re- 
ceived a  high  popularity,  not  only  in  this  immediate 
section,  but  from  patrons  at  a  distance.  He  was 
married  in  1887  to  Miss  Emma  Johnson,  a  native 
of  Sweden,  born  in  J  864,  and  to  this  union  was 
born  one  child,  Edna  C.  In  his  political  views  Mr. 
Linstrum  is  an  independent  Republican,  and  so- 
cially is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P. ,  Sutton  Lodge 
No.  75,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  No.  156.  He  has 
always  been  thrown  npon  his  own  resources,  and 
through  his  energy  has  succeeded,  and  is  doing  a 
prosperous  business. 

Hugh  B.  Louden,  a  successful  agriculturist  of 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  is  of  Scotch  ancestry,  although 
his  birth  occurred  in  County  Antrim,  Ireland,  Octo- 
ber 21,  1850.  His  parents,  Daniel  and  Margaret 
(Beard)  Louden,  were  born  in  Scotland.  Hugh  B. 
spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  there  learned  the  details  of  farm-work 
of  his  father,  an  occupation  which  continued  to  re- 
ceive his  attention  after  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 
self. In  1871  he  came  to  the  United  States  and 
located  in  Livingston  County,  N.  Y.,  but  three 
years  later  came  west  as  far  as  Kankakee  County, 
111.,  and  in  March,  1877,  settled  on  an  eighty-acre 
tract  of  land  in  Clay  County,  Neb.  Three  years 
later  he  purchased  eighty  acres  more,  and  here  he 
has  resided  up  to  the  pre.sent  time,  his  farm  being 
one  of  the  most  fertile  and  best  kept  in  the  county. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Clara  Hager,  a  native  of  Ap- 
panoose County,  Iowa,  born  August  11,1 864,  was 
consummated  January  5,  1882,  she  being  a  daugh- 
ter of  Jacob  and  Margaret  (Croft)  Hager.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Louden  have  an  interesting  family  of  live 
children:  Margaret  B.,  Carl  E..  Bertha  M.,  Ger- 
trude and  James  N.  Mr.  Louden  has  always  been 
a  Republican  in  politics  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  believing  firmly  in  the  principles 
of  that  organization.      He  is  a  Master  Mason  and 


a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  He  has  held  several  local 
ofiices  of  trust,  being  constable  of  his  district,  and 
is  considered  by  all  a  man  of  excellent  principles 
and  a  useful  citizen. 

Rev.  J.  L.  Lower,  a  Presbyterian  minister,  was 
born  in  Williamsburg,  Pa.,  July  14,  1829,  and 
attended  the  common  schools  of  his  native  State, 
after  which  he  entered  college,  the  means  for  pay- 
ing his  tuition  and  board  being  obtained  by  teach 
ing  music.  He  graduated  from  the  Princeton  (N. 
J.)  Theological  Seminary  April  26,  1859,  and  be- 
gan his  ministerial  labors  in  Ohio  and  Indiana, 
and  later  in  Nebraska.  On  August  24,  1861,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Susan  T.  Chase,  a  daughter 
of  William  Chase,  of  Massachusetts.  His  wife  was 
born  March  17,  1830,  and  graduated  from  Gor- 
ham  Female  Seminary,  at  Gorham,  Me.,  in  1856, 
and  she  and  Mr.  Lower  became  the  parents  of  five 
children:  Maggie  A.  (born  in  1862  and  died  in 
1881),  Wallace  B.  (born  in  1864  and  died  in  1868), 
Ralph  L.  (born  July  5,  1866,  and  is  residing  in 
Denver,  Colo.),  Albert  P.  (born  May  14,  1868)  and 
William  H.  (born  February  15,  1871).  Oncoming 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  Mr.  Lower  settled  on  a  farm 
of  eighty  acres  in  Harvard  Township,  in  1887,  pur- 
chasing his  land  from  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  Company,  and  this  place  he  set  im 
mediately  to  work  to  improve.  In  1883  he  was 
elected  by  the  board  of  directors  of  the  Presby- 
terian College  at  Hastings  as  financial  secretary  of 
that  institution,  and  this  position  he  held  one  year. 
His  first  pastoral  charge  was  held  in  Hamilton 
County,  and  for  about  five  years  he  preached  the 
Gospel  at  Harvard,  Clay  County.  In  1887  he 
went  to  Colorado  and  located  a  claim  at  Otis,  and 
at  the  same  time  took  charge  of  a  church  at  Akron, 
where  he  now  resides.  He  is  a  Prohibitionist  in 
politics,  is  interested  in  all  things  for  the  improve- 
ment and  development  of  the  county,  and  is  a  man 
whom  all  respect  and  esteem,  for  he  is  an  earnest 
follower  of  the  Golden  Rule.  His  son,  Albert  P. 
Lower,  is  residing  on  his  father's  farm  in  Harvard 
Township,  and  here  he  is  quite  extensively  engaged 
in  the  raising  of  horses  and  hogs,  the  latter  being 
of  the  Poland-China  breed.  After  he  had  attended 
the  schools  of  Harvard  for  a  number  of  years  he 


CLAY  COUNTY. 


entered  the  Presbyterian  College  at  Hastings, 
which  institution  be  attended  one  year.  He  has 
since  been  devoting  his  energies  to  his  calling, 
and  is  meeting  with  marked  success  in  his  business 
ventures.  Like  his  father,  he  is  thoroughly  public- 
spirited  and  a  Prohibitionist  in  his  political  views. 
He  also  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Horace  G.  Lyon,  publisher  and  proprietor  of 
the  Edgar  Times,  of  Edgar,  Neb.,  was  born  in 
Pierceville,  Van  Buren  County,  Iowa,  December 
21.  1858,  being  the  youngest  of  live  children  born 
to  John  and  Sarah  (Canfield)  Lyon,  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Horace  G.  received  excellent 
advantages  for  acquiring  an  education  and  besides 
attending  Howe's  Academy  at  Mount  Pleasant, 
Iowa,  for  some  time,  he  took  a  course  in  the  Mis- 
souri State  Normal  School  at  Kirksville,  Mo.,  which 
institution  he  attended  three  years.  He  next  en- 
tered the  National  Normal  University  at  Lebanon, 
Ohio,  and  after  a  one-year's  course  graduated  in 
scientific  and  business  courses,  being  then  admira- 
bly fitted  for  the  profession  of  teaching.  After  re- 
turning to  his  native  State  from  Ohio,  he  accepted 
the  pov  ition  of  principal  of  the  Quaker  Academy  in 
Dallas  County,  Iowa,  and  afterward  accepted  the 
same  position  in  the  public  schools  of  Van  Meter, 
continuing  here  until  1883,  when  he  came  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  and  started  a  private  normal  school, 
consisting  of  a  three-year's  course.  Some  time  later 
he  purchased  the  Times  of  Kautzman  &  Barrington 
and  has  since  continued  to  publish  the  journal  with 
the  greatest  success,  it  being  considered  one  of  the 
ablest  edited  and  best  i^aying  papers  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  country.  Mr.  Lyon  has  proved  a  cap- 
able newspaper  man,  and  his  progressive  ideas 
are  reflected  in  every  corner  of  his  paper  and  in 
its  management.  During  his  work  here  he  has  ac- 
cumulated considerable  property  and  has  built  up 
his  paper  to  its  present  admirable  proportions.  He 
was  a  very  successful  educator  and  reluctantly 
abandoned  that  calling.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
his  political  views  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  M.  W*  A.  He  and  wife. 
whom  he  married  in  1882,  and  whose  maiden  name 
was  Neva  Semans,  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.      She    is  a  daughter  of  J.  B. 


and  Hannah  (Vale)  Semans,  natives  of  Indiana, 
and  her  union  with  Mr.  Lyon  has  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  three  children:  Horace  T.,  Orin  Raymond 
and  Opal  N. 

Samuel  McClure,  farmer  and  -stock -raiser, 
Glenville,  Neb.  Mr.  McClure  is  a  man  who  has 
risen  to  considerable  prominence  in  the  affairs  of 
Clay  County,  not  less  in  agricultural  matters  than 
in  other  circles  of  active  business  life,  and  is  a  re- 
spected, intelligent  and  progressive  citizen  of  the 
community  in  which  he  makes  his  home.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Butler  County,  Ohio,  where  his 
birth  occurred  on  May  7,  1835,  and  is  the  second 
of  eleven  children  born  to  the  union  of  John  and 
Sarah  (Mitchell)  McClure,  natives  of  Kentucky 
and  Ohio,  and  born  in  1794  and  1804,  respectively. 
Their  children  were  named  as  follows:  Mary,  Mar- 
tha, Samuel,  Catherine,  Louisa,  Thomas,  Robert, 
Mitchell,  Elizabeth  and  Jeanette.  Not  being  of  a 
studious  nature  or  disposition,  Samuel  neglected 
what  advantages  he  had  for  an  education,  but  as- 
sisted his  father  on  the  farm  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age  when  he  started  out  to  tight  life's  battles  for 
himself.  He  first  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits, 
which  he  continued  in  Ohio  until  1859,  when  he 
emigrated  west  to  Marshall  County,  Iowa,  and 
there  continued  his  former  occupation.  After  re- 
maining there  for  sixteen  years  he  moved  further 
west  and  settled  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1874. 
While  in  Ohio,  in  1858,  he  married  Miss  Rebecca 
McClure,  a  native  of  Butler  County,  Ohio,  and  the 
daughter  of  Robert  and  Nancy  (Gibbs)  McClure. 
To  this  marriage  were  born  four  children:  Flora, 
B. ,  Samuel  Calvin,  Carrie  May  and  Frederick. 
Mr.  McClure  is  a  stanch  liepnblican  and  has 
always  taken  an  intere.st  in  the  welfare  of  his 
county  and  township.  His  first  presidential  vote 
was  cast  for  a  Whig  candidate  and  he  has  since  fol- 
lowed his  early  convictions,  never  voting  from  his 
party.  Although  a  prominent  worker  and  an  ac- 
knowledged leader  in  his  party  he  has  never  occu- 
pied any  office,  believing  he  could  better  serve  the 
interests  of  the  same  by  doing  service  at  the  polls. 
During  the  presidential  campaigns  he  was  one  of 
the  foremost  to  form  campaign  clubs  and  worked 
most  zealously  to  elect  his   candidates.       He  and 
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family  are  members  of  the  I'irst  Presbyterian 
Church  of  Glenville.  By  his  hartl  work  and  care- 
ful habits  he  has  acquired  a  large  and  handsome 
farm  of  320  acres  in  the  west  half  of  Section  3, 
all  the  result  of  his  own  individual  labor,  assisted 
by  his  faithful  wife.  He  has  added  to  his  stock 
until  his  farm  stands  among  the  foremost  in  the 
township  and  county. 

James  McCormick  is  a  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  is 
known  over  a  large  region  of  country  tributary  to 
Verona,  and  his  reputation  is  that  of  a  man  hon- 
orable and  reliable  in  every  walk  of  life.  He  may 
be  truly  said  to  be  a  self-made  man,  for  he  started 
out  in  life  with  little  or  no  means,  and  is  now  far 
beyond  the  reach  of  want.  He  was  born  in  Pais- 
ley, Scotland,  December  ^^0,  1840,  and  is  a  son  of 
William  and  Margaret  McCormick,  natives,  re- 
spectively, of  Ireland  and  Scotland.  James  Mc- 
Cormick came  to  the  United  States  with  his  par- 
ents in  1845,  and  was  brought  up  in  Philadelphia, 
Pa.,  where  he  learned  the  occupation  of  garden 
ing.  In  the  spring  of  1872  he  came  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  and  homesteaded  the  quarter  sec- 
tion of  land  on  which  he  is  now  living,  and  since 
1879  has  been  a  permanent  resident  of  this  coun- 
ty, and  has  followed  the  occupations  of  farming  and 
stock-raising  very  successfully.  When  the  war, 
which  had  so  long  threatened  this  country,  became 
an  assured  fact,  Mr.  McCormick  quit  the  plow  to 
enlist  in  Company  D,  Sixth  Eegiment  New  Jersey 
Volunteer  Infantry,  ^and  was  a  faithful  servant  of 
Uncle  Sam  for  twenty -one  months.  He  is  now  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  one  of  the  county's 
enterprising  and  successful  citizens.  He  has  held 
various  local  offices  of  trust,  and  at  the  present 
time  is  school  director  in  his  district.  On  July  2, 
1872,  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to 
Miss  Mary  Ann  Daugherty,  a  native  of  the  "Blue 
Hen  State,"  and  by  her  he  is  the  father  of  three 
children:  Mamie,  William  and  Annie.  Mr.  McCor- 
mick is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

John  McCune,  farmer  and  stockman,  Glenville, 
Neb.  Mr.  McCune  is  recognized  as  a  careful,  ener- 
getic agriculturist  of  this  community,  and  by  his 
advanced  ideas  and  progressive  habits  has  done  no 


little  for  the  farming  element  hereabouts.  Orig- 
inally from  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  where  his 
birth  occurred  in  1840,  he  is  the  eighth  in  a  family 
of  eleven  children  born  to  Robert  and  Nancy 
(Gibbs)  McCune,  natives  of  the  Keystone  State, 
the  father  born  in  1804,  and  the  mother  in  1806. 
The  parents  were  married  in  their  native  State, 
and  in  1855  emigrated  to  Marshall  County,  111., 
where  they  followed  farming.  There  the  father 
died  in  1877,  and  the  mother  one  year  later.  Both 
were  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  the 
father  was  a  Republican  in  politics.  Their  children 
were  named  as  follows:  Ellen  J.,  Rebecca,  Mar- 
garet, Elizabeth  A. ,  Hugh,  Mary,  Caroline,  John, 
Susan,  Bethsheba  and  Robert  S.  Young  John 
McCune  in  his  boyhood  days  attended  the  common 
schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  a  short  time,  and  yet, 
with  this  limited  education,  he  has  by  subsequent 
study  and  observation  gained  such  excellent  knowl- 
edge that  no  one  would  imagine  at  this  time  that 
he  enjoyed  other  than  the  most  liberal  educational 
opportunities.  He  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
Illinois,  and  there  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as 
a  farmer,  which  occupation  he  continued  in  Mar- 
shall County,  of  that  State,  from  1862  to  1877. 
He  was  married  in  1868  to  Miss  Johanna  Heoly, 
daiighter  of  William  Heoly,  and  a  native  of  Illinois, 
born  in  1847.  She  was  left  an  orphan  when  but  a 
child.  Mr.  McCune  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in 
1877,  settled  on  the  open  prairie,  and  bought  160 
acres  of  railroad  land,  which  is  his  home  tract. 
He  has  160  acres  in  Glenville  Town.ship,  and  eighty 
acres  in  Linn  Township — 400  acres  altogether. 
To  his  marriage  have  been  born  eight  living  chil- 
dren, six  sons  and  two  daughters:  Robert  E.,  Will- 
iam J.,  Hugh,  John  H.,  Elizabeth,  Fred,  Martha 
and  Ralph.  Rena  Ellen  died  in  January,  IS'JO,  at 
the  age  of  ten  years.  Mr.  McCune  has  been  suc- 
cessful since  he  started  out  for  himself,  and  has 
made  all  his  ])roperty  by  honest,  earnest  endeavor. 
He  has  always  adhered  to  the  Republican  party, 
and  is  interested  in  all  public  enterprises.  He  has 
a  large  grove  on  his  place,  a  good  orchard,  and 
about  the  tinest  place  for  a  residence  in  the  county. 
Hugh  McCune  is  a  well-known  and  highly  es- 
teemed resident  of    Clay  County,   Neb.,   and  was 
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boru  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa.,  on  July  16, 
183S,  being  the  eldest  son  of  eleven  children  born  ! 
to  Kobert  and  Nancy  (Gibhs)  McCune,  natives  of 
Pennsylvania,  born  in  1804  and  1800,  resjaectively. 
The  schools  of  those  days  were  not  as  good  as  at 
the  present  time,  and  Mr.  McCune  only  obtained 
the  advantages  of  the  common  schools,  and  during 
the  vacations  he  assisted  his  father  in  tilling  the 
soil,  moving  in  1852  v^ith  him  to  Ohio,  and  settling 
in  Butler  County.  After  making  that  State  their 
borne  for  about  four  years,  they  emigrated  to 
Marshall  County,  111. ,  from  vphich  county  Hugh 
McCune  enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  in  March, 
1862,  in  Company  C,  Sixty  fifth  Illinois  Infantry. 
He  served  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley  in  the  spring 
and  summer  of  1862,  was  captured  at  Harper's 
Ferry,  Va.,  under  Col.  Miles,  September  16,  1862, 
and  exchanged  in  January,  1863.  He  served,  in 
the  spring  and  summer  of  1868,  in  Eastern  Ken- 
tucky, accompanied  Gen.  Burnside  into  East  Ten- 
nessee in  autumn  of  1 863 ;  was  through  all  the  battles 
and  siege  of  Knoxville,  and  re  enlisted  at  Straw- 
berry Plains,  Tenn.,  in  April,  1864.  After  spend 
ing  thirty  days  at  home  on  veteran  furlough,  he 
rejoined  Gen.  Sherman's  army  near  Dalton,  Ga. , 
and  served  through  the  campaign,  till  the  fall  of  At- 
lanta, following  Hood  when  he  started  north  on  his 
raid  to  Tennessee.  The  corps  to  which  he  belonged 
(the  Twenty-third)  was  then  detached  and  sent  i 
back  to  Nashville  under  Gen.  Thomas,  after  which 
Mr.  McCune  participated  in  the  fighting  at  Colum- 
bia, on  Diiek  River,  the  battle  of  Franklin,  the 
siege  and  battle  of  Nashville,  which  terminated  in 
the  almost  total  annihilation  of  Hood's  army.  The 
Twenty-third  Corps  was  then  transferred  via  Wash- 
ington City  to  Fort  Fisher,  N.  C. ;  was  engaged  in 
the  fighting  at  Fort  Anderson,  Cape  Fear  River, 
the  fight  at  old  Town  Creek  and  capture  of  Wil- 
mington, and  rejoined  Gen.  Sherman  at  Golds 
boiough,  N.  C. ,  and  served  through  the  operations 
of  that  army,  which  terminated  in  the  surrender 
of  Gen.  Johnston's  army  and  the  downfall  of  the 
Southern  Confederacy.  He  was  discharged  from  ! 
the  United  States  service  the  latter  part  of  July,  ! 
1865,  at  Greensborough,  N.  C.  After  receiving  i 
his  discharge,  Mr.  McCune  returned  to  his  home 


in  Illinois,  and  in  the  spring  of  1873  emigrated  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  where  he  took  up  a  homestead 
claim.  January  23,  1869,  he  was  married  to  Eliza- 
beth, daughter  of  Thomas  and  Margaret  (Stephens) 
Whitton,  natives  of  Scotland.  Mrs.  McCune  was 
born  in  1843,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  McCune  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living:  Laura  (wife  of  William  H.  Haight), 
William,  John  C,  Margaret  N.,  Thomas  Francis, 
Carrie  E.,  Arthur  and  Bertha  M.  Gracie  is  de- 
ceased. Mr.  McCune  is  a  Republican  in  politics, 
is  a  member  of  John  A.  Jordan  Post  No.  239,  G. 
A.  R.,  of  Clay  Center,  and  was  elected  to  the 
office  of  junior  vice-commander.  He  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  320  acres,  and  is  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock  raising. 

Hugh  H.  McKee,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  In- 
land, Neb.  Mr.  McKee  is  one  of  those  sterling 
men  of  Pennsylvania  nativity,  so  many  of  whom 
are  met  with  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  who 
possess  such  qualities  of  character  as  make  them 
successful  and  prominent  almost  without  exception 
wherever  their  lot  is  cast.  He  was  born  in  Wash- 
ington County,  Pa.,  in  1834,  and  is  the  only 
child  reared  by  his  parents,  Thomas  and  Martha 
(Hamilton)  McKee,  natives  also  of  the  Keystone 
State.  The  father  was  born  in  1808  and  died  in 
his  native  State  in  1839.  He  was  a  tailor  by 
trade.  The  mother  also  died  in  that  State  in  1846. 
Hugh  McKee" s  early  life  was  divided  between 
attending  school  and  in  assisting  at  farm  labor. 
He  emigrated  to  Illinois  in  1850,  was  there  married 
to  Miss  Sarah  Jones,  daughter  of  John  Jones,  in 
1834,  and  remained  in  that  State  engaged  in  farm 
ing  for  about  thirty  years.  He  owned  a  fine  farm 
in  this  State,  which  he  sold  in  1880  and  moved  to 
Clay  County,  Neb  ,  where  he  bought  his  present 
fine  property,  which  now  consists  of  320  acres  of 
land  in  Section  27,  Township  8,  Range  8.  This  is 
all  under  cultivation,  and  his  residence,  barns, 
outbuildings,  and,  in  fact,  all  necessary  conven 
iences,  indicate  the  quality  of  farmer  that  he  is. 
His  success  is  owing  to  his  good  management  and 
honest,  hard  work.  He  is  a  Democrat  and  is 
interested  in  political  events;  also  takes  a  decided 
interest  in  all  matters  relating  to  the  public  good, 


especially  religious  aud  educational  affairs,  and  is 
a  first,- class  citizen.  He  expects  to  make  Nebraska 
his  home,  and  aside  from  his  farming  interests  is 
engaged  in  stock-raising,  having  a  large  number  of 
Poland  China  hogs  and  about  100  head  of  cattle. 

H.  L.  McKibben,  grain  shipper  for  L.  But- 
terlield  &  Co.  of  Denver  City,  is  located  at  Saron- 
ville,  Neb.,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  the  place.  He  was  born  in  Stephenson 
County,  111.,  in  18()6,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  L.  and 
M.  J.  (Kerr)  McKibben,  both  natives  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  The  father  came  to  Illinois  when  a 
young  man,  located  near  the  present  site  of  Chi- 
cago and  followed  farming.  He  distinctly  remem- 
bers that  at  one  time  he  got  stuck  with  a  yoke  of 
oxen  in  the  streets  of  Chicago.  He  raked  after 
the  tirst  reaper  (a  J.  P.  Manney)  that  was  ever 
taken  West.  He  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  1887, 
and  is  now  a  resident  of  Saronville.  The  mother 
is  also  alive.  They  are  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
and  are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
The  McKibbens  are  of  Scotch  Irish  descent.  The 
paternal  grandmother  was  a  Kilpatrick  and  the 
maternal  grandmother  was  a  Murry.  H.  L.  Mc- 
Kibben passed  his  boyhood  days  in  Missouri  and 
Illinois,  and  received  his  education  in  the  common 
and  high  schools  of  Stephenson  County,  111.  He 
has  been  a  machinist  the  principal  part  of  his  life, 
and  worked  in  Chicago  for  the  Northwestern  Rail- 
road for  three  years.  He  came  here  and  worked 
first  under  Patrick  Eagan,  present  minister  to 
Chili.  At  present  he  is  in  the  employment 
of  L.  Buttertield  &  Co. .  works  on  a  salary  and 
does  an  immense  business.  He  was  married  No- 
vember 2S,  1888,  to  Miss  Addie  Ohlson,  a  native 
of  Nebraska.  Mr.  McKibben  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  is  a  jirominent  man.  He  shipped 
about  250  car  loads  of  corn  during  the  year  1889. 

William  A.  McLean.  In  giving  a  sketch  of  the 
lives  of  the  valuable  and  successful  residents  of 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  mention  should  be  made  of 
Mr.  McLean,  who  is  one  of  the  leading  farmers 
and  stockmen  of  this  region.  He  was  born  in 
Montgomery  County,  111,,  November  25,  1838, 
being  one  of  three  surviving  members  of  a  family 
of  five  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Abigail  (Pais- 


ley) McLean,  who  were  natives  of  the  "Old  North 
State. ' '  William  A.  McLean  resided  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  being  engaged  in  attending  school 
and  farming  until  the  opening  of  the  Civil  War, 
and  April  9,  1861,  volunteered  to  serve  in  the 
Union  army,  in  the  Ninth  Illinois  Regiment,  under 
Capt.  J.  J.  Phillips,  and  served  until  the  time  of 
enlistment  had  expired,  when  he  returned  home, 
remaining  until  August  9,  lSf)2,  when  he  re-en 
listed,  this  time  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
B,  One  Hundred  and  Seventeenth  Illinois,  under 
Capt.  Robert  McWilliams.  He  was  shot  in  his 
right  arm  in  a  skirmish  near  Champion's  Hill,  and 
was  a  participant  in  the  following  engagements: 
Pleasant  Hill,  Tupelo,  Nashville,  Forts  Spanish 
and  Blakely,  and  was  in  a  number  of  skirmishes 
near  Mobile.  He  was  in  about  thirty-three  en- 
gagements in  all,  and  served  until  August  5,  1865, 
when  he  was  given  an  honorable  discharge.  He 
then  returned  to  his  Illinois  home,  but  in  the  spring 
of  1872  he  came  west  and  pre-empted  a  claim  in 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  which  now  makes  him  a  com- 
fortable home.  He  was  married  in  the  spring  of 
1862  to  Miss  Eliza  Minor,  by  whom  he  has  a  fam- 
ily of  three  children:  Abigail  E  (wife  of  John 
Cruickshank),  Hattie  and  Cora.  Mr.  McLean  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife  August 
6,  1871,  her  death  being  caused  by  consumption, 
and  after  remaining  a  widower  until  June,  1885, 
he  espoused  Miss  Margaret  J.  Dawson,  a  daughter 
of  Matthew  and  Hannah  (McCandless)  Dawson. 
She  was  born  in  Illinois  August  18,  1855,  and  by 
Mr.  McLean  is  the  mother  of  three  children :  Will- 
iam L.,  Earle  H.  and  Earnest  M.  Mr.  McLean 
is  a  Republican  politically,  and  since  his  sojourn 
here  has  been  elected  to  fill  a  number  of  positions 
of  tru.st,  being  elected  to  the  position  of  constable 
in  1884.  He  is  a  member  of  John  A.  Jordan  Post 
No.  239,  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  in  which  he  is  senior  vice- 
commander,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Farmers' 
Alliance.  Himself  and  wife  are  membej's  of  the 
Clay  Center  Congregational  Church,  and  he  has  a 
farm  which  comprises  320  acres  of  land,  well  im- 
proved with  buildings  and  in  an  excellent  state  of 
cultivation. 

George    R.    McMaster,    farmer   and  stockman. 
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Of  the  maay  citizens  of  foreign  birth  now  residing 
in  Clay  County,  none  are  more  respected  or  held 
in  higher  esteem  than  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
He  was  born  in  Scotland  in  1848,  and  his  parents, 
John  and  Anna  (Strouther)    McMaster,   were  na- 
tives of  the  same  country.      They  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  1860,  settled  in  the  State  of  Illi- 
nois, and  there  received  their  tinal  summons,  the 
mother  in  1885  and  the  father  in  1888.      George 
R.  McMaster  came  with  his  parents  to  the  Uni- 
ted States,  settled  with  them  in  Illinois,  and  was 
married  in  Knox  County,   of   that  State,  to  Miss  j 
Blanche  Shear,  the    daughter   of    Henry    D.   and 
Elizabeth  Ann   (Moulter)   Shear,  both  now  living  I 
and   residing   in  Knox  County,  111.      To  Mr.  and  ' 
Mrs.  McMaster  were  born  six  children:  Blanche,   ; 
John  H. ,  Jeanette,   Frank,  George  A.   and  Clara 
E.      la    1885   Mr.  McMaster   came  to    Nebraska, 
settled  in  Lincoln  Townshijj,  Clay  County,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  i 
the  result  of  bis  own  exertions.      He  has  also  been  j 
very  successful  in  raising  fruit,  and  is  considei'ed 
one  of  the  substantial  and  progressive  farmers  of 
the    county.      He    is  a  stanch    Republican  in  his 
political  views  and  takes  quite  an  interest  in  poli- 
tics.     The  family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church. 

Capt.  George  W.  Martin  is  the  present  popular 
and  efficient  postmaster  of  Harvard,  Neb. ,  and  is 
a  highly  esteemed  and  worthy  citizen  oi  that  place. 
He  was  born  in  Ohio  County,  W.  Va.,  about  four- 
teen miles  southeast  of  Wheeling,  July  22,  1827, 
and  was  a  sou  of  Samuel  and  Susan  (Sisson)  Mar- 
tin, who  were  born  in  Wheeling,  W.  Va.,  and 
Baltimore,  Md.,  in  October,  1797,  and  in  May, 
1804,  respectively.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
Alexander  and  Mary  (Williamson)  Martin,  were 
natives  of  Ireland  and  came  to  America  with  their 
respective  parents  and  became  acquainted  and  were 
married  in  West  Virginia.  The  mother  of  Capt. 
Martin  was  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Frances 
(Powell)  Sisson.  the  former  a  Virginian  and  the  lat- 
ter born  in  Maryland.  Their  parents  were  born  in 
England.  Samuel  Martin  and  his  wife  were  married 
in  Washington  County,  Pa.,  about  1820,  and  be- 
came the  parents  of  nine  children:  Maria,  Frances,    ' 


George  W.,  Sarah,  Eliza  Ann,  Alexander,  Mar- 
tha, Lewis  L.  and  Susan  C. ,  all  of  whom  are  liv- 
ing except  Maria.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  an  energetic  tiller  of  the  soil,  and  died  in 
Scott  County,  III.,  November,  1845,  his  wife  dying 
in  the  same  house  in  February,  1866.  When  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  between  six  and  hpven 
years  of  age,  or  in  the  spring  of  18H4.  Ins  part'iits 
moved  to  that  part  of  Morgan  County,  111.,  that 
has  since  become  a  part  of  Scott  County,  111. ,  aod 
there  his  boyhood  and  early  manhood  were  spent  in 
farm  work  and  in  attending  the  common  schools. 
On  March  18,  1847,  he  was  married  in  Greene 
County,  111.,  to  Miss  Augeline  Conway,  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  111.,  born  March  12,  1829,  being 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Hannah  (Renfro)  Conway, 
the  former  a  Kentuckian  and  the  latter  a  native  of 
Madison  County,  111.  In  the  fall  of  1848  Mr. 
Martin  removed  with  his  wife  and  one  child  to 
Dallas  County,  Tex.,  where  he  gave  his  attention 
to  farming  for  ten  years,  and  there  his  wife  died 
on  March  8,  1855.  December  22,  1856,  he 
espoused  Miss  Rachel  M.  Harris,  who  was  bora  in 
Madison  County,  111.,  December  25,  1828,  being 
a  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  (Ramsey)  Harris. 
Mr.  Marti  a  was  so  unfortunate  as  to  lose  this 
wife  also,  her  death  occurring  in  Dallas  County, 
Tex.,  October  29,  1857.  Shortly  after  her  death 
Mr.  Martin,  accompanied  by  his  two  children,  re- 
turned to  Illinois  and  located  in  Scott  County, 
which  had  been  formed  in  1839.  There  he  was 
married,  on  April  10,- 1860,  to  Miss  Cornelia  M. 
Richmond,  of  Madison  County,  N.  Y. ,  born  De- 
cember 28,  1837,  a  daughter  of  Tragen  Hoyt  and 
Lydia  Maria  (Kazier)  Richmond.  While  residing 
in  Scott  County,  on  August  9,  1862,  Mr.  Martin 
enlisted  in  Company  H.  One  Hundred  and  Twenty 
ninth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  witli  wbicli  be 
served  until  September  21,  1864,  when,  on  acecjunt 
of  impaired  health,  he  was  honorably  discharged 
at  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  had  enlisted  aa  a  private,  but 
ujion  the  organization  of  his  company,  he  was 
elected  its  captain,  and  served  in  this  capacity  dur- 
ing the  whole  time  he  was  in  the  service.  He 
commanded  his  company  in  the  battles  of  Resaca, 
Ga.,    the    Dallas  Woods  fight   and  the  battle    of 
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Peach  Tree  Creek,  in  all  of  which  he  made  a  brave 
and  competent  otHeer.  He  returned  to  Scott 
County,  111. ,  and  in  the  fall  of  1 865  was  elected  to 
the  office  of  county  clerk,  and  by  re-election  served 
in  all  twelve  consecutive  years.  For  four  and  a 
half  years  after  his  last  term  expired  he  served  as 
deputy  county  clerk  for  his  successor,  but  this 
position  he  resigned  in  June.  1882,  and  the  follow- 
ing fall  was  elected  sheriff  of  that  county,  serving 
one  term  of  four  years.  In  1886  he  removed  to 
Harvard,  Neb. ,  reaching  this  place  on  December 
10,  and  here  he  purchased  a  book  and  stationery 
establishment,  which  he  has  successfully  conducted 
ever  since.  October  1,  1889,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Harvard,  and  is  a  capable  officer. 
He  and  his  present  wife  have  a  family  of  nine 
children:  Dora  F. ,  George  L.  A.,  Nora  A.,  Ida 
C,  Minnie  A..  May,  Hoyt  R..  Holland  and  Ed- 
ward S.,  of  whom  Dora,  George,  Holland  and 
Edward  are  deceased.  Capt.  Martin,  his  wife  and 
all  their  children  are  membens  of  the  Christian 
Church,  and  he  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  be- 
ing a  member  of  the  Encampment  in  the  last 
named  order.  He  has  always  been  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Republican  party.  He  is  an  up- 
right and  worthy  citizen,  and  in  every  station  in 
life,  whether  as  a  military  or  civil  officer,  or  as  a 
private  citizen,  he  has  discharged  his  duties  in  a 
manner  becoming  a  loyal  citizen  and  a  true  man. 
He  had  four  children  by  his  first  wife:  Eliza  J., 
Susan  H. ,  Mary  E.  and  John  C. ;  Susan  H.  and 
John  C.  dying  in  infancy.  Eliza  J.  married  M. 
W.  Wilcox,  M.  D.,  and  Mary  E.  married  Elijah 
Bradwell,  who  is  a  druggist  of  Fairfield,  Neb. 
Dr.  Wilcox  is  among  the  leading  practitioners  in 
Central  Nebraska. 

Thomas  H.  Matters.  Bacon  says,  "the  great- 
est trust  between  man  and  man  is  the  trust  of  giv- 
ing counsel,  for  in  other  confidences  men  commit 
the  parts  of  life— their  lands,  their  goods,  their 
child,  their  credit  some  particular  affair;  but  to 
such  as  they  make  their  counselors  they  commit 
the  whole.  By  how  much  the  more  are  they  obliged 
to  all  faith  and  integrity.  The  profession  of  law 
is  thus   the    most   momentous    and    important  of 


human  callings,  and  he  who  takes  ujjon  himself  the 
practice  of  it  assumes  the  weightiest  responsibili- 
ties that  the  confidence  and  trust  of  his  fellow-man 
can  put  upon  his  shoulders.  As  it  is  a  branch  of 
human  endeavor  which  brings  into  play  the  most 
brilliant  talents,  the  most  extensive  knowledge,  the 
strongest  sentiments,  moral,  spiritual,  material,  its 
power  for  good  or  evil  is  vast  and  invincible."  Mr. 
Matters  was  born  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  August 
'24,  1858,  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Agnes  (Brown) 
Matters,  who  were  liorn,  reared  and  married  in 
Lanarkshire,  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to  America 
in  1854,  settling  first  in  Thomastown,  Pa.,  and 
later  in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  where  they  made 
their  home  until  1.S65.  They  then  moved  to 
Grundy  County,  111.,  and  here  the  mother's  death 
occurred  September  13,  1871,  and  three  years  later 
Thomas  H.  accompanied  his  father  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.  Up  to  this  time  he  had  received  very  meager 
ediicational  advantages,  and  as  his  father  was  in 
very  needy  circumstances  and  he,  himself,  had  no 
means  whatsoever  save  willing  hands  and  a  mental 
capacity  to  direct  them  with  prudence,  he  was 
thrown  almost  if  not  entirely  upon  his  own  re- 
sources. His  first  object  was  to  secure  an  educa- 
tion, and  he  began  applying  himself  diligently  to 
his  studies,  knowing  this  to  be  a  sure  foundation 
for  any  future  success  which  he  might  hope  to  at- 
tain, being  for  some  time  a  student  in  the  Harvard 
public  schocfls,  and  during  his  leisure  moments  he 
worked  hard  and  diligently  at  whatever  he  could 
find  to  do,  and  in  this  manner  passed  through 
school.  In  the  meantime  he  had  aspired  to  law 
as  his  future  calling,  and  the  success  which  has 
attended  his  efforts  in  pursuing  this  science  has 
not  been  attained  without  severe  and  continued 
struggling,  which  clearly  shows  that  pluck  and 
indomitable  energy  are  among  his  chief  character- 
istics. For  some  time  after  leaving  school  he 
labored  at  farming  also,  and  l)y  good  management 
and  industry  he  soon  became  the  owner  of  a  good 
farm.  In  the  month  of  May,  1880,  he  was  admit 
ted  to  the  bar,  and  January  4,  1883,  was  admitted 
to  the  supreme  court,  and  has  practiced  his  profes- 
sion with  success  ever  since.  He  is  now  one  of  the 
county's  most  substantial  men,  and  upon  the  or- 
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ganization  of  the  First  National  Bank,  August  2-1:, 
1S89,  he  was  elected  its  president  and  still  holds 
that  position.  As  an  attorney,  he  is  one  of  the 
most  successful,  and  his  practice  reaches  through- 
out Central  Nebraska.  March  21,  1880,  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Marguerite  L.  Wistrom, 
Viy  whom  he  is  the  father  of  three  interesting  chil- 
dren: Gertrude  (born  December  23,  1881),  Agnes 
Irene  (born  February  28,  1885)  and  Thomas  H., 
Ji-.  (born  in  February,  1883.)  Mr.  Matters  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  and  in  his  political 
views  is  a  stanch  Republican  and  an  active  worker 
for  the  cause  of  temperance.  He  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  Fairtield  College,  and  is  a  man  whose 
judgment  is  sought  on  other  matters  than  law. 

J.  Meehan,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Spring 
Ilanche,  Neb.  Mr.  Meehan  is  a  native  of  the  Bay 
State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Boston  in  1845,  and 
when  about  live  years  of  age  went  with  his  uncle, 
Martin  McHugh,  to  West  Bend.  On  account  of 
the  death  of  his  father  he  was  obliged  to  start  out 
in  life  for  himself  when  about  twelve  years  of  age. 
and  first  engaged  in  driving  a  team  along  the  lake 
shore.  This  he  continued  for  about  live  years,  and 
in  September,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  the  United  States 
army,  Company  G,  First  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and 
during  the  war  was  in  the  battles  of  Cape  Girardeau, 
Chickamauga,  Atlanta,  Shelbyville,  and  numerous 
other  engagements.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Cen- 
treville,  Ala.,  while  on  the  Wilson  raid  and  while 
carrying  dispatches  for  Maj.  Shipman.  He  was 
discharged  at  Madison,  Wis.,  in  June,  1805,  and 
at  the  close  ot  the  war  settled  at  Mankato,  Minn., 
where  he  tilled  the  soil  on  land  entered  from  the 
government.  He  was  married  in  1866  to  Miss  Mary 
Wilson,  the  daughter  of  George  and  Alvina  (Brown) 
Wilson,  of  Minnesota.  Mr.  Meehan  came  to  Ne 
braska  in  the  fall  of  187(1,  settled  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Spring  Rauche  with  a  company  of  trappers, 
and  found  everything  wild  and  unsettled.  Indians 
were  numerous  and  wild  animals  of  all  kinds 
abounded.  The  place  on  which  his  pleasant  home 
now  stands  was  the  site  of  the  old  Pawnee  Ranch, 
on  the  St.  Joseph  branch  of  the  California  trail, 
which  was  destroyed  by  the  Sioux  Indians  in  1862. 


On  this  place  are  eleven  graves;  one  has  a  head- 
stone bearing  the  name  of  Francis  Huff  and  the 
date  of  death,  1860.  Another  part  of  a  stone  bears 
the  name  of  Roper,  and  some  of  the  graves  ai'e 
supposed  to  contain  the  remains  of  the  victims  of 
the  Sioux  Indiaps.  Mr.  Meehan  took  up  the  south 
west  quarter  of  Section  4,  and  has  since  owned  and 
lived  on  different  farms  in  both  Clay  and  Adams 
Counties.  He  moved  to  his  present  farm  in  1884, 
and  has  improved  it  with  good  buildings,  etc.  He 
has  followed  railroading  a  great  deal  since  coming 
to  Nebraska,  and  has  built  twenty-five  miles  of 
grade  on  the  Kansas  City  &  Omaha  Railroad;  seven 
miles  on  the  Rock  Island,  nine  miles  of  irrigating 
ditch  in  New  Mexico,  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
Queen  Copper  Company's  Railroad  at  Bisby,  Ari- 
zona, five  miles  of  the  Pacos  Ditch  in  Southern 
New  Mexico,  and  the  county  bridge  building  and 
grading  of  Clay  County  for  nine  years.  Mr.  Mee- 
han is  quite  a  stock  man,  and  is  raising  the  English- 
shire  breed  of  horses  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He 
has  an  ice  field  and  fish  pond  on  Pawnee  Creek, 
containing  about  thirty  acres  of  ground,  in  which 
he  is  feeding  Lake  Michigan  trout,  Islack  bass  and 
rainbow  trout.  He  has  been  successful  financially 
since  coming  to  Nebraska,  and  is  well  pleased  with 
the  State  which  he  intends  to  make  his  permanent 
i  home.  He  is  a  good  Republican  in  politics,  is  a 
I  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  of  the  Farmers'  Alii 
ance.  His  parents,  Philip  and  Catherine  (McHugh) 
Meehan,  were  natives  of  County  Common,  Ireland, 
and  came  to  the  United  States  about  1840.  They 
settled  in  Boston,  and  there  the  father  followed  the 
trade  of  a  wood  turner.  He  died  in  Boston,  Mass., 
in  1849,  in  full  communion  with  the  Catholic 
Church.  In  politics  he  was  a  Democrat.  The 
mother  died  at  Passadena,  Los  Angeles  County. 
Cal.,  March  1,  1890,  a  Roman  Catholic. 

Joseph  F.  Megrue,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Harvard,  Neb.  From  the  biography  of  every  man 
there  may  be  gleaned  some  lesson  of  genuine 
worth,  for  here  we  discover  the  secret  of  his  sue 
cess  or  failure.  In  the  history  of  Mr.  Megrue, 
one  of  Clay  County's  active  and  progressive  citi- 
zens, is  found  much  to  commend.  He  was  born  in 
Ohio  County,  Ind.,  in  1844,  and  was  the  young 
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est  of  four  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of 
Joseph  F.  and  Keziah  (Shipman )  Megrne.  Joseph 
F.  Megrue  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1818, 
and  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  having  followed  that 
calling  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio.  He  was  married  in 
that  city  in  1833,  and  reared  four  children:  Mary 
E.  (born  in  1837,  is  now  Mrs.  Baker,  residing  in 
Ohio  County,  Ind.,  and  has  five  sous  and  one 
daughter),  Rachel  A.  (born  in  1840,  is  now  Mrs. 
Allen,  living  in  Harvard,  Clay  County,  and  has 
three  children),  Charles  (born  in  1853,  is  maiTied, 
resides  in  Clay  County,  and  has  two  children) 
and  Joseph  F.  The  father  of  these  children 
moved  from  Ohio  to  Ohio  County,  Ind.,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade,  and  later  engaged  in 
farming.  In  1852  he  was  taken  with  the  gold 
fever,  went  to  California,  was  there  four  yeais  and 
was  successful.  On  his  return,  iu  1855,  he  pur- 
chased a  farm  and  tilled  the  soil  in  Ohio  County, 
Ind. ,  up  to  the  first  year  of  the  war,  when  he  and 
his  brother  took  a  trip  to  California,  to  seek  gold, 
and  were  again  successful.  They  remained  absent 
until  1806  (for  four  years),  and  then  returned  to 
Ohio  County,  Ind.,  where  he  lived  a  retired  life. 
He  came  west  to  Illinois  in  1876,  settled  in  Bureau 
County,  where  he  farmed  for  five  years,  and  then 
the  family  came  to  Nebraska.  They  settled  in 
Harvard,  and  there  the  father  now  resides,  living 
a  retired  life.  He  and  wife  have  been  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  fifty-five 
years.  He  is  a  Republican  and  takes  a  deep  inter- 
est in  political  matters.  Joseph  F.  Megrue  | 
passed  his  schoolboy  days  in  Ohio  County,  Ind., 
and  received  a  fair  education  in  the  common 
schools.  He  started  out  in  life  for  himself  by  en- 
listing in  the  Fifth  Ohio  Independent  Light  Artil- 
lery, and  was  in  some  hard-fonght  battles.  He 
was  at  Shiloh,  Corinth,  siege  of  Vieksburg,  and  at 
Jackson,  Miss.,  where  he  was  wounded  in  the 
shoulder  by  a  shell  April  7,  1868.  He  was  in  the 
hospital  for  some  time,  and  later  was  taken  to 
New  Orleans,  where  he  was  confined  in  the  hospital 
for  two  months.  After  this  he  was  sent  home, 
where  he  remained  until  he  recovered  and  was  able 
to  retura  to  his  battery.  He  joined  the  battery 
again  at   Little  Rock,  Ark.,  in  the  fall   of  1863, 


and  was  in  the  battles  of  Little  Rock.  Helena  and 
Devall's  Bluff.  He  served  out  his  time  in  the 
battery  and  then  re-enlisted  in  Company  H,  One 
Hundred  and  Forty  sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  and 
served  iintil  the  close  of  the  war,  receiving  his  dis- 
chaige  in  1865.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana  and 
followed  farming.  In  1870  he  was  united  in  mar 
riage  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Zeh,  a  native  of  Baltimore. 
Md.,  born  in  February.  1851,  and  the  daughter  of 
Andrew  and  Anna  Zeh.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Megrue 
were  born  five  sons  (four  of  whom  are  living): 
Lawson  (died  when  three  years  of  age),  Andrew  Z. 
(born  in  1872),  Elmer  E.  (born  in  1874),  Floyd  E. 
(born  in  1876)  and  Leroy  A.  (born  in  1878.)  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Megrue  emigrated  to  Illinois 
and  tilled  the  soil  for  five  years,  and  in  1876  came 
to  Nebraska,  where  he  bought  160  acres  of  land. 
He  now  has  a  nicely  improved  place.  In  1884  he 
went  to  Red  Willow  County,  Neb.,  and  engaged 
in  the  cattle  business  for  three  years,  but  owing  to 
his  range  being  cut  up,  sold  out  and  came  back  to 
Clay  County,  where  he  purchased  160  acres  more, 
on  Section  14.  He  has  been  successful  since  com- 
ing here,  and  it  is  all  owing  to  hard  work  and 
good  judgment.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Repub- 
lican party  and  a  member  of  Richardson  Post 
No.  60,  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  at  Harvard.  He  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Mr.  Megrue  has  been  a  member  of  the  school 
board  in  his  district  for  a  number  of  years,  and  is 
a  prominent  man  of  the  county.  In  connection 
with  his  farming  interests  he  is  also  engaged  in 
raising  stock.  Short  horn  cattle  and  Poland-China 
hogs.  He  is  also  raising  Norman  horses,  and  has 
twenty  or  thirty  fine  ones.  He  has  a  fine  place,  a 
good  orchard  and  lots  of  timber  growing.  He  is 
interested  in  churches  and  schools  and  all  things 
for  the  improvement  of  the  country. 

Charles  A.  Morrill  is  a  member  of  the  well- 
known  and  highly  successful  firm  of  Minnick  & 
Morrill,  general  merchants  of  Fairfield,  Neb.,  the 
business  being  established  in  the  year  1885.  Al- 
though they  have  only  been  in  business  a  compar- 
atively short  time,  they  have  succeeded  in  estab- 
lishing a  safe  and  remunerative  trade,  and  their 
close  attention  to  business,  combined  with  a  large 
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and  well -selected  stock  of  goods,  which  they  sell  at 
reasonable  rates,  have  contributed  largely  to  their 
success.  Their  establishment  is  located  in  Hop- 
per's Building,  at  the  coiner  of  D  and  Second 
Streets.  Mr.  Morrill,  the  junior  member  of  this 
lirm,  was  born  in  North  Danville,  Caledonia  County, 
Vt. ,  Ja'iuary  24,  1S59,  and  was  there  reared  and 
educated.  After  spending  his  youth  as  a  farmer's 
boy,  he  began  teaching  school,  but  did  not  long 
follow  this  occupation  In  1883  he  emigrated  to 
Kewanee,  111.,  where  he  clerked  and  kept  books  in 
a  mercantile  establishment  uotil  November,  1885, 
when  he  came  to  Fairfield,  Neb.,  aud  in  company 
with  G.  A.  Minnick  opened  the  establishment  with 
which  he  is  so  intimately  connected.  He  was 
married  August  25,  1885,  to  Miss  Anna  M.  Ander- 
son, a  native  of  Svaneke,  Bornholm,  Denmark,  and 
their  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Uuy 
L.  Mr.  Morrill  was  formerly  a  Republican  in  pol- 
itics, afterward  Independent,  and  votes  for  whom 
he  considers  the  worthiest  man,  irrespective  of 
party.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Modern  Wood 
men  of  America,  and  with  his  family  attends  the 
Congregational  Church.  His  parents  were  Charles 
L.  and  Letitia  (Works)  Morrill,  who  were  born  in 
the  "Green  Mountain  State."  Gilbert  A.  Min 
nick,  of  the  well-known  tirm  mentioned  above, 
was  born  in  Kewanee,  Henry  County,  111.,  Octo 
ber  17,  1856,  being  a  son  of  Peter  and  Mary 
(Guyer)  Minnick,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
was  reared  and  educated  in  his  native  county, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  began  life  for 
himself  as  a  clerk  in  a  mercantile  establishment, 
continuing  until  March,  1885,  when  he  came  to 
Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and  in  the  month  of  April  be- 
came associated  with  A.  B.  Palmer  in  business. 
In  the  fall  of  the  same  year  he  formed  the  above 
partnership,  and  did  a  prosperous  business  until 
his  death.  In  his  political  views  he  was  always  a 
Republican,  but  of  strong  Prohibition  proclivities. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Modern  Woodmen  of 
America,  and  he  and  wife,  whom  he  married  May 
6,  1885,  and  whose  maiden  name  was  Susie  A.  Pat- 
terson, were  members  of  the  Congregational 
Church.  Mrs.  Minnick  was  born  in  Henry  County, 
111. ,  and  her  union  with  Mr.    Minnick  resulted  in 


the  birth  of  one  child,  William  P.  Mr.  Minnick's 
death  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  March,  1890. 

John  L.  Misner  is  accounted  a  prosperous 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Linn  Township,  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  and  like  the  majority  of  native  Illi- 
noisans  is  progressive  in  his  views,  energetic  and 
strictly  honest.  He  was  born  in  Stephenson  County 
in  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  John  and  Keziah  (Good- 
win) Misner,  who  were  born  in  York  State  in  1812 
and  1817,  respectively.  In  1844  they  emigrated 
to  the  State  of  Illinois  and  located  in  Stephenson 
County  OQ  a  farm,  where  the  father  still  resides, 
his  wife  having  died  in  1858.  John  L.  Misner 
grew  to  manhood  and  received  the  advantages  of 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  county,  but  in 
1871  left  his  native  heath  and  sought  a  home  for 
himself  on  the  fertile  prairies  of  Nebraska,  home- 
steading  a  farm  in  Clay  County,  which  has  since 
been  his  home.  He  has  made  a  pleasant  and  com- 
fortable home  for  his  family  and  his  farm  which 
comprises  a  quarter  section  of  land  is  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county.  He  has  a  young  forest  of  at 
least  2,000  trees,  an  excellent  young  bearing  or- 
chard, and  the  finest  plum  orchard  in  the  county. 
He  does  a  general  farming  business  and  has  been 
one  of  the  successful  men  of  the  county,  and  has 
aided  largely  in  making  Clay  County  one  of  the 
leading  ones  of  the  State.  Mr.  Misner  has  always 
voted  the  Republican  ticket,  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  has  at  all  times  taken  an 
active  interest  in  the  political  and  educational  in 
terests  of  Clay  County.  In  1873  he  was  elected 
to  the  office  of  con.stable  of  his  township,  a  posi- 
tion he  held  one  year.  He  was  married  in  1874 
to  Miss  Josephine  Wilhelm,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  four  chil 
dren:  William,  Geo.,  Celia  and  Mary.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  January,  1889, 
and  in  December,  1889,  Mr.  Misner  wedded  his 
present  wife  formerly  Mrs.  Belle  Tonn.  of  Illi- 
nois nativity. 

Henry  J.  Mitchell.  A  lifetime  devoted  with 
perseverance  and  energy  to  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
cidture  have  contributed  very  materially  to  the 
success  which  has  attended  the  efforts  of  Mr. 
Mitchell,   a    man    of   substantial    and   established 
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worth.  He  was  born  in  Germany  on  March  20, 
1849,  a  son  of  Henry  and  Elizabeth  (Schickadance) 
Mitchell,  also  natives  of  that  country.  In  18."  2 
they  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Jeffer- 
son County,  N.  Y.,  where  their  sou,  Henry  J.,  was 
reared  to  manhood.  He  only  received  meager 
educational  advantages  in  youth,  but  educated  him- 
self considerably  after  becoming  of  age,  and  when 
thirteen  years  old  he  began  the  occupation  of  cheese- 
making,  which  calling  continued  to  receive  his  at- 
tention in  York  State  for  ten  years.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-three  years  he  came  west  and  settled  in 
Ogle  County,  111.,  and  after  following  the  cheese-  I 
making  business  for  four  years  turned  his  atten- 
tion to  farming,  in  which  occupation  he  has  since 
been  engaged.  By  careful  management  and  econ- 
omy he  saved  enough  to  enable  him  to  purchase 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  this  small  farm  he  man- 
aged in  such  an  excellent  manner  that  it  proved  a 
paying  investment.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he  moved 
to  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and  took  up  a  tree  claim  of 
160  acres  and  afterward  added  to  it  by  purchas- 
ing an  additional  160  acres  in  Section  28.  Al- 
though he  has  not  been  here  any  great  length  of 
time  yet  he  has  shown  an  enterprising  disposition 
and  has  made  so  many  valuable  improvements  on 
his  property  that  his  farm  is  considered  one  of  the 
best  in  the  county.  He  has  built  a  handsome  one- 
and-a-half- story  residence,  substantial  barns  and 
accompanying  sheds  for  his  cattle,  and  his  farm 
is  well  stocked.  He  has  a  beautiful  grove  of  ten 
acres  west  of  his  residence,  composed  of  young  ash 
and  box  elder  trees,  and  as  the  trees  are  nearly  all  of 
one  size  they  fprm  an  attractive  appearance  during 
the  summer  and  autumn.  March  30,  1875,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Sarah  E.  Royce,  a  daughter  of 
Charles  C.  and  Margaret  (Rathbou)  Royce,  her 
birth  occurring  December  16,  1849,  in  Illinois,  and 
their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  chil- 
dren: Elton H., Charles  E.,  Myrtle  L.and  Alta  May. 
Mr.  Mitchell  is  now  a  Prohibitionist,  altliough  for- 
merly a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of 
Clay  Center,  he  being  a  trustee  and  Sunday  school 
superintendent.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance  and  is  chaplain  of  Harmony  Lodge. 


E.  J.  Moger  has  made  his  own  way  in  life,  as 
he  was  left  an  orphan  without  a  great  deal  of 
means,  whenui  his  twelfth  year.  He  was  born  in 
the  city  of  New  York  in  1827,  being  an  only  child 
reared  by  Jordan  and  Phoebe  N.  (Lyon)  Moger, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Westchester  County, 
N.  Y.,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  Lyon. 
After  their  marriage  they  removed  to  the  city  of 
New  York,  where  Mr.  Moger  became  a  member  of 
the  city  police  force,  and  there  died  on  September 
7,  1829,  followed  by  his  wife  about  ten  years  later. 
E.  J.  Moger' s  parents  left  him  forty  acres  of  land 
and  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  in  La  Grange 
County,  Ind. ,  following  the  occupation  of  harness 
making  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  married 
in  this  State  in  1848  to  Miss  Emeline  A.,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Enoch  and  Betsey  (Pettigrove)  Buck,  who 
were  York  State  people,  her  father  being  born  in 
1800.  Mrs.  Moger  was  also  born  in  that  State, 
September  5,  1829,  and  she  and  Mr.  Moger  have 
had  a  family  of  six  children  born  to  them:  Albert 
J.  (born  April  3,  1851),  Phoebe  E.  (born  July  31, 
1853)  Walter  E.  (born  May  14,  1858),  William  H. 
(born  March  1.  1860,  and  died  in  September  of  the 
same  year),  Mary  O.  (born  November  17,  1861), 
Edward  L  (born  April  15,  1866).  After  leaving 
Indiana  Mr.  Moger  and  his  family  settled  in  Illi- 
nois, near  Princeton,  where  he  followed  farming 
and  also  worked  at  his  trade.  From  there  he  en- 
listed in  1862,  in  Company  B,  Ninety-third  Illinois 
Infantry,  but  was  taken  sick  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Chicago,  and  after  returning  home  he  remained 
until  about  December  12,  then  joined  his  regiment 
at  Memphis,  Tenn.  He  was  tirst  in  the  quarter- 
master's department  in  this  city,  then  in  the  post- 
office  department  as  his  sickness  had  unfitted  him 
for  active  service.  He  was  transferred  to  the  Vet- 
eran Reserve  Corps.  He  received  his  discharge  on 
July  5,  1865,  at  Detroit,  Mich.,  after  which  here- 
turned  to  his  family  in  Illinois.  He  then  clerked 
in  a  general  store  in  Dover  until  1871,  and  in  the 
spring  of  that  year  emigrated  to  Clay  Countj% 
Neb.,  and  took  up  a  claim  of  160  acres  in  Har- 
vard Township,  where  he  lives  at  the  present  time, 
his  family  having  joined  him  in  the  spring  of  1872. 
During  the  first  few  years  of  his  residence  here  he 
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experienced  many  hardships,  but  has  slowly,  tho' 
surely,  improved  his  place  and  accumulated  means, 
until  he  is  now  a  well  to  do  citizen.  His  build- 
ings and  other  improvements  are  much  above  the 
average,  and  although  he  resided  in  Harvard  from 
1877  to  1890,  engaged  in  the  law  office  of  W.  H. 
Farner  and  John  D.  Hayes,  he  has  been  content  to 
return  to  his  farm.  By  a  vote  of  the  citizens  he 
was  elected  to  ask  the  Governor  of  the  State  for  a 
proclamation  to  organize  Clay  County,  which  he 
obtained  June,  1871,  and  as  there  were  not  enough 
local  voters  at  that  date  to  hold  the  offices,  the 
matter  was  postponed  until  October  or  November 
of  the  same  year.  Mr.  Moger  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.,  Richardson  Post  at  Harvard,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church. 
Albert  J.  Moger.  agricultural  implement  dealer. 
Harvard,  Neb.  The  inventive  genius  of  this  pro- 
gressive age  has  found  one  of  its  most  fertile  fields 
in  devising  implements  designed  to  lighten  the  la- 
bors of  the  agriculturist,  and  the  progressive 
farmer  of  the  day  is  provided  with  machines  which 
to  a  great  extent  relieve  him  from  heavy  manual 
labor.  Among  houses  well  known  for  the  circula 
tion  of  these  wonderful  devices  is  that  of  Albert  J. 
Moger,  which  business  was  established  in  Harvard 
in  1885.  Mr.  Moger  was  born  in  La  Grange 
County,  Ind. .  April  3,  1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Ed- 
ward J.  and  Amanda  (Buck)  Moger,  the  father  a 
native  of  New  York  City,  and  the  mother  of  New 
York  State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Moger  were  married  on 
July  4.  1848.  and  to  them  were  born  six  children, 
of  whom  five  are  now  living.  The  parents  are  re- 
siding in  Harvard  Township,  Clay  County,  Neb. 
Albert  J.  Moger  was  but  six  years  of  age  when  his 
parents  removed  to  Bureau  County,  111.,  and  he 
was  reared  partly  on  the  farm  and  partly  in  the 
village  of  Dover.  He  attended  Academy  in  Dover 
a  year  and  a  half  after  leaving  district  school  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb., 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  four  months  that  he  spent  in  Harlan 
County,  Neb.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  he  took 
up  a  homestead  in  Harvard  Township,  upon  which 
he  resided  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
from  1872  to   1885.      At  the  last  mentioned  date 


he  removed  to  Harvard,  engaged  in  the  implement 
business,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  dealers  of 
that  kind  in  the  county.  He  was  married  on  De- 
cember 25,  1879,  to  Miss  Lnella  Kennedy,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  and  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Laura 
B.  Kennedy,  natives  of  New  York  State.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Moger  have  had  two  children,  Emma  and 
Dorr  A. ,  the  younger  of  whom  died  at  the  age  of 
three  years.  Mr.  Moger  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  ¥.,  the  M.  W.  A.,  and  he  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views.  He  is  doing  an  excellent  business 
and  is  a  prominent  citizen. 

John  T.  Mollyneaux.  owner  and  proprietor  of 
the  Oakland  Hotel,  at  Sutton,  was  originally  from 
the  Blue  Grass  State,  his  birth  occurring  in  Camp- 
bell County,  on  November  5,  1850,  and  is  a  son  of 
Dr.  James  K.  and  Harriet  (West)  Mollyneaux.  The 
father  was  born  in  Ohio  in  1828,  and  for  many 
years,  or  since  1854,  has  been  a  prominent  and 
successful  physician.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Richmond,  Va.,  in  1832.  Their  family  consisted 
of  eight  children,  and  of  these  John  T.  was  the 
eldest.  He  was  educated  at  Lexington,  Ky. , 
Transylvania  University,  and  in  1871  came  to 
Nebraska,  where  he  spent  three  years  at  Crete, 
one  year  at  Beatrice,  and  later,  for  four  years,  was 
in  the  hotel  business  at  Lincoln.  He  came  to  Sut- 
ton in  1879,  and  for  eleven  years  had  charge  of 
the  Occidental  Hotel  in  that  place,  but  in  July, 
1889,  he  became  the  owner  of  the  Oakland  Hotel, 
one  of  the  best  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad.  Mr.  Mollyneaux  has  spent  altogether 
eighteen  years  in  the  hotel  business,  and  is  emi- 
nently qualified  as  proprietor    and  owner  to  look 

I  after  the  wants  and  comfort  of  the  traveling  public. 

I  He  was  married  in  February,  1879,  to  Miss  Mar 
garetA.  Allen,  a  native  of  Canada,  born  December 
11,  1856,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: Maud  and  Buford  A.  In  polities  Mr.  Mol- 
lyneaux is  an  uncompromising  Democrat.      He  is 

j  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  Sutton  Lodge  No.  75; 
and  I.  O.  F.  No.  53.  in  which  he  takes  an  active 
part. 

,  Joseph  Myer.   farmer  and    stock-raiser,   Glen- 

ville.  Neb.      Of  those  persons  of  German  nativity 

j  mentioned  in  this  volume,  none  are  more  deserving 
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of  special  remark  than  Joseph  Myer,  who  is  one  of 
the  substantial  and  progressive  citizens  of  Inland 
Township.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Baden,  Ger- 
many, where  his  birth  occurred  in  1843,  and  is  the 
youngest  in  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Jacob 
Myer.  The  father  was  a  tailor  by  trade,  and  left 
his  native  country  (Germany)  to  come  to  the  United 
States  in  1848.  He  settled  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  later  moved  to  Freeport,  111.,  where  he  died  in 
1883  or  1884.  The  mother  died  in  the  old  country 
in  1843.  Joseph  Myer  came  to  Philadelphia  when 
he  was  only  nine  years  of  age,  received  his  educa- 
tion in  that  city,  and  when  yet  a  small  boy  started 
out  for  himself  by  learning  the  barber's  trade, 
which  he  followed  until  1861.  In  April  of  that 
year  he  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Twenty  sixth  Penn- 
sylvania Infantry,  in  May,  1864,  being  transferred 
to  Company  F,  Ninety -ninth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, and  took  an  active  part  in  the  following  bat- 
tles: Williamsburgh,  Fredericksburgh,  and  in 
the  battles  of  the  Eastern  army,  thirty -three  in  all. 
In  July,  1864,  he  was  taken  prisoner  at  Deep  Bot- 
tom, Va.,  and  was  confined  at  Libby  Prison  about 
six  week.  He  was  also  retained  at  Bell  Isle  for 
two  or  three  weeks,  and  at  Salisbury,  N.  C, 
being  in  prison  altogether  seven  and  one-half 
months.  He  received  a  gunshot  wound  in  his  right 
side  at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  was  in 
the  hospital  for  about  six  weeks.  His  wound  dis- 
abled him  from  active  work,  and  he  was  discharged 
in  July,  1865.  After  returning  home  Mr.  Myer 
worked  at  bis  trade  until  1871  in  Carroll  County, 
111.,  whither  he  had  emigrated  after  the  war,  and 
was  married  there  in  1866  to  Miss  Mary  M.  Eisen- 
bise,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Miami 
County  in  1848,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Rosanna  (Walters)  Eisenbise,  who  are  now  residing 
in  Carroll  County,  111.  Mrs.  Myer  was  the  fifth 
in  a  family  of  nine  children:  Peter,  Nicholas,  Han- 
nah, Levi,  Mary,  Sarah  (deceased),  George,  John 
(deceased)  and  Frank.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Myer  were 
born  ten  children:  Fay  W.,  Charles  E.,  William 
J.,  Rosa  May,  Arthur,  Joseph,  Jr.,  Ernest  A., 
Hattie  J.,  Dicy  B.  and  James.  Mr.  Myer  and  fam- 
ily emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  1872,  and  there  took 
up  160  acres  of  land.      He  now  has  three  quarter- 


sections  and  160  acres  in  the  home  tract.  He  has 
a  nice  place,  well  improved,  and  is  deeply  interested 
in  the  raising  of  stock.  Mrs.  Myer  is  a  member 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  in  his  political 
views  Mr.  Myer  is  a  Republican.  He  was  elected 
county  commissioner  of  Clay  County  in  1885,  and 
held  this  position  with  credit  to  himself  and  the 
people  until  1889,  when  the  township  was  organ- 
ized. In  1873  he  was  one  of  the  first  men  elected 
on  the  school  board  in  District  No.  51,  and  has  been 
one  of  the  members,  more  or  less,  since  its  organ- 
ization. He  has  ever  been  a  warm  friend  of  edu 
cation,  taking  active  part  in  all  movements  tending 
to  benefit  or  encourage  school  facilities  in  the  com- 
munity, and  is  anxious  that  his  children  should 
have  every  opportiinity  for  an  education.  He  is  a 
man  of  marked  character,  and  more  than  ordinary 
prominence  in  the  material  affairs  of  Clay  County, 
having  as  a  result  the  respect  and  esteem  of  all 
acquainted  with  him.  He  has  two  sisters,  Cordelia 
(residing  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.)  and  Catherine  (re- 
siding in  Freeport,  111.). 

Louis  M.  Nelson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  In- 
land. Neb.  In  mentioning  those  of  foreign  birth 
who  have  become  closely  associated  with  the  farm- 
ing and  stock  raising  interests  of  Clay  County,  we 
should  not  fail  to  present  an  outline  of  the  career 
of  Mr.  Nelson,  for  it  is  one  which  has  fully  borne 
out  the  reputation  of  that  class  of  industrious, 
energetic  men  of  Swedish  nativity  who  have  risen 
to  prominence  in  difPerent  portions  of  this  country. 
He  was  born  in  Sweden  in  1852,  and  there  received 
a  fair  education.  He  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  1873,  settled  in  Whiteside  County,  111., 
and  there  cultivated  the  soil.  He  started  to  farm 
for  himself  in  1875,  and  the  same  year  was  wedded 
to  Miss  Nellie  Johnson,  a  native  also  of  Sweden 
and  the  daughter  of  John  Kullburg,  also  of  that 
country.  Mr.  Nelson  emigrated  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  where  he  now  resides,  and  he  there  pur- 
chased eighty  acres  of  railroad  land,  which  he  has 
since  increased  by  adding  sixty  acres.  The  im- 
provements on  this  place  are  complete,  and  the 
neatness  and  order  noticeable  about  the  home  indi- 
cate the  progressive  agriculturist  that  he  is.  He 
also  handles  stock  to  some  extent.      When  he  first 
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came  to  Nebraska  he  had  but  $20  and  four  horses. 
Since  then  success  has  followed  his  efforts,  and  he 
is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  the  county.  To 
his  marriage  were  born  eight  children:  Selma, 
Andrew,  Inga,  Oscar,  Ella,  Anna.  Mary  and  Louie. 
Hon.  Daniel  M.  Nettleton,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  Spring  Ranche,  Neb.  Clay  County  is 
acknowledged  by  all  to  be  one  of  the  best  agri- 
cultural portions  of  the  State,  and  as  such  its  citi- 
zens are  men  of  advanced  ideas  and  considerable 
prominence.  A  worthy  man  among  this  class  is 
found  in  the  person  of  Daniel  M.  Nettleton,  who 
owes  his  nativity  to  County  Antrim,  Ireland, 
where  his  birth  occurred  November  3,  1840,  and  is 
the  youngest  of  eight  children  born  to  Benjamin 
and  Maria  J.  (English)  Nettleton,  natives  also  of 
Ireland.  The  father  came  to  the  United  States 
about  1843,  settled  in  Lee  County,  111.,  near  Paw 
Paw,  and  there  entered  140  acres  of  land  and 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  a 
member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  was  a 
man  noted  for  his  great  piety  and  zeal  in  religious  1 
work.  He  died  March  3,  1852.  The  mother  was 
of  Scotch  descent,  her  ancestors  having  settled  in  ' 
Ireland  about  1600.  She  died  at  Paw  Paw,  111.,  | 
in  1873.  Hon.  Daniel  M.  Nettleton  spent  his  j 
school  days  at  Paw  Paw,  Lee  County,  111.,  and  his  j 
early  life  up  to  sixteen  years  of  age  was  divided 
between  assisting  on  the  farm  and  in  attending  ' 
the  public  schools.  After  this  he  began  teaching  i 
school,  followed  this  profession  in  the  winters  and 
attended  La  Clare  Academy  during  the  summer  ; 
months  until  the  summer  of  1S61,  when  he  enlisted  ' 
in  Company  I,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry.  He  par 
ticipated  in  the  following  battles;  Port  Donelson, 
Shiloh.  Corinth,  Coffeeville  and  many  others.  He 
was  wounded  at  Cross  Bayou,  Miss.,  July  22,  1804, 
which  resulted  in  the  permanent  injury  of  his  left 
leg,  and  he  was  discharged  November  3,  1864, 
after  being  in  service  for  three  years  and  two 
months.  After  returning  from  the  war  he  engaged 
in  farming  in  Lee  County,  111.,  and  thus  continued 
until  the  spring  of  1872.  He  was  married  in 
1868  to  Miss  Henrietta  Davenport,  of  Bureau 
County,  111.,  the  daughter  of  William  and  Marga- 
ret (Phillips)  Davenport.      In  the  spring  of  1872 


Mr.  Nettleton  and  family  emigrated  to  Spring 
Ranche,  Neb.,  and  homesteaded  a  quarter  section 
of  land,  to  which  he  has  since  added  one-half  sec- 
tion, and  now  has  a  good  farm  of  480  acres.  He 
has  been  very  successful  in  Nebraska,  and  is  satis- 
tied  to  make  that  State  his  permanent  home.  He 
has  made  a  decided  success  of  fruit-growing,  and 
has  one-half  acre  in  small  fruit  and  seven  acres  in 
apples,  peaches,  pears,  cherries,  etc.  He  is 
engaged  in  raising  horses,  hogs  and  cattle  for  the 
general  market,  and  is  one  of  the  progressive 
farmers  of  the  county.  He  is  a  Republican  in 
politics,  and  has  served  frequently  as  a  delegate  to 
the  county  and  State  conventions.  He  has  served 
two  terms  as  a  member  of  the  Legislature  with 
perfect  satisfaction  to  his  constituents.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  of  the 
G.  A.  R. 

Hon.  William  Newton  is  a  prominent  farmer 
and  stockman  of  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and  was  horn 
in  London,  England,  December  31,  1845,  being  a 
son  of  Clement  and  Mary  A.  (Nattrass)  Newton, 
who  emigrated  to  America  with  their  family  in 
1847,  first  locating  in  New  York  City,  where  the 
father  engaged  in  contracting  and  building;  in 
1852  moving  to  Staten  Island,  N.  Y.,  where  he  con 
tinned  the  same  business  until  his  death,  in  1872, 
at  the  age  of  forty-nine  years.  His  wife  died  in 
Iowa,  in  1858,  aged  thirty-nine  years.  William 
Newton  learned  the  mason's  trade  of  his  father, 
and  at  the  latter's  death  he  assumed  control  of  af- 
fairs until  1878,  then  sold  out  to  come  west,  and 
settled  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  15, 
Township  7,  Range  7  west,  and  has  since  pur- 
chased an  adjoining  quarter  section  of  land,  and 
has  it  all  fenced  and  well  improved.  His  biiilding-i 
are  all  substantial  and  commodious,  and  he  has  an 
excellent  young  orchard  and  a  great  number  of 
forest  trees.  All  his  operations  have  been  carried 
on  according  to  the  most  advanced  and  progressive 
ideas,  and  have  resulted  to  his  own  good  and  to 
the  benefit  of  those  with  whom  he  has  come  in  con 
tact.  He  has  gained  the  reputation  of  being  one 
of  the  foremost  tillers  of  the  soil  in  the  county, 
and  as  a  man  has  gained  the  confidence  and  respect 
of  all  who  know  him.      In  186U  he  was  married  to 
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Miss  Elizabeth  Hartley,  of  Eagland,  she  being  a 
daughter  of  Richard  and  Ellen  (Sutcliff)  Hartley, 
of  that  country.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Newton  have  live 
children:  Alice  Maria  (born  in  1871),  Susannah 
(in  1873),  Elizabeth  (in  1875),  Mark  Hartley  (in 
1880)  and  Beatrice  (in  1883).  Mr.  Newton  and 
his  wife  are  members  of  the  Episcopal  Church;  in 
his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  and  for  three 
years  served  as  county  commissioner.  In  1887  he 
represented  his  county  in  the  State  Legislature 
and  discharged  the  duties  of  this  responsible  posi- 
tion in  a  highly  creditable  manner  and  to  the  satis- 
faction of  all  concerned.  He  has  also  recently 
filled  the  position  of  township  supervisor  for  Lynn 
Township. 

Flavius  Northrop  came  to  Clay  County  in  July, 
1872,  locating  in  Marshall  Township  (being  the 
first  settler  in  this  township),  where  he  took  up  a 
homestead  of  eighty  acres  (the  north  half  of  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  34),  and  here  has  since 
resided,  snccessfully  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  to 
the  present  time.  He  was  born  in  Litchfield 
County,  Conn.,  December  30,  1828,  a  son  of  Lord 
W.  and  Cornelia  (Bulkley)  Northrop,  natives  of 
Connecticut.  He  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State,  securing  a  common-school  education, 
and  learning  the  hatter's  trade,  and  afterward  fol- 
lowed this  trade  and  farming.  He  was  married  in 
Ohio,  Novejuber  22,  1849,  to  Miss  Almira  E., 
daughter  of  Stephen  and  Laura  (Cochran)  Cannon, 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  born  in  Aurora.  Portage 
County,  Ohio,  March  15,  1829,  and  immediately 
after  his  marriage  took  up  his  residence  in  Con- 
necticut. In  1853  he  moved  from  Connecticut  to 
Portage  County,  Ohio,  and  resided  there  for  two 
years,  then  emigrated  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  farmed  until  1856;  then  went  to  Buffalo 
County,  Wis.,  and  farmed  until  1873,  when  he 
came  to  Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Northrop  are 
the  parents  of  seven  children,  all  living,  viz. : 
Welton,  Stephen,  Clayton,  Walter,  Doctor,  Laura 
and  Frederick  Mr.  Northrop  has  been  a  life-long 
Republican,  but  is  now  an  anti-Monopolist,  and  is 
an  enthusiastic  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
He  and  wife  are  comfortably  situated  in  their 
pleasant  country  home,  surrounded  by  several  sons 


[  who  own  land  adjoining  and  near  them,  and  are 
justly  recognized  as  one  of  the  respected  and  pio- 
neer families  of  Clay  County. 

John  O'Brien,  farmer   and  stock-raiser,  Glen- 
ville,  Neb.    (postoffice.   Spring    Ranche).      Among 
the  many  enterprising   and  respected  citizens  of 
foreign  birth  now  residing  in  Clay  County,  none 
are  more  deserving  of  mention  than  the  subject  of 
this  sketch.       Mr.    O'Brien  was   born   in   County 
j  Meath,  Ireland,  June  22,  1835,  and  is  the  eldest 
I   in  a  family  of  four  children   born  to  Thomas  and 
!   Margaret  (Bennett)  O'Brien,  natives  of  the  same 
.   county  as  our  subject,  the  father  born  in  1809  and 
I   the  mother    in    1804.       The    family  came  to  the 
I   United  States  in  1846  and  lived  for  a  while  in  the 
city  of  New  Orleans,  afterward  in  St.  Louis,  Mo. . 
where  they  remained  for  two  years,  moving  from 
there  to  Logan   County,  111.,  and  settling  on  the 
broad  prairies,  five  miles  southeast  of  the  city  of 
Lincoln.    There  they  tilled  the  soil  for  many  years. 
John  O'Brien,  by  careful  management  and  econ- 
omy, saved  sufficient  means  to  purchase  a  farm  of 
j   eighty  acres,  which  he  cultivated  until  1885,  when 
he  sold  out  for  $65  per  acre,    and  emigrated  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.      There  he  purchased  his  pres- 
ent farm,  consisting  of  320  acres  of  as  good  land 
as  is  to  be  found  in  the  county.      The  farm  lies  on 
both  sides  of  the  road,  in  the  southern  part  of  Glen- 
ville  Township,  and  is  well  stocked  and  improved, 
i   Mr.  O'Brien  was  married  January  6,  18<)7,  to  Miss 
Anna  Nolan,  daughter  of  John  and  Mary  (Kearns) 
Nolan,  natives  of  County  Mayo,  Ireland.      By  this 
union  there  were  born  five  sons  and  two  daughters: 
Thomas   R.  (born   January    18,  1868),  J.  William 
!   (March   28,   1869),    Maggie  A.   (April   29,    1871), 
James  E.  (February  10,  1873),    Peter  C.  (October 
22.  1874),  Patrick  H.  (October  8,  1877)  and  Mary 
E.  (February  21,  1880).      Mr.  O'Brien  is  a  Demo 
crat  in  his  political  principles,  and  his  boys  are  all 
strong  adherents  to  that  parly.     The  family  believe 
in  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.      Being  one  of  the 
progressive  farmers,  Mr.  O'Brien  has  all  the  latest 
improved  machinery  to  aid  him  in  his  work  in  the 
fields.      He  has  a  handsome  residence,  substantial 
outbuildings,  etc.,  and  is  one  of  the  county's  best 
citizens. 
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John  L.  Oliver,  editor  and  manager  of  the 
Fairfield  "Herald,"  was  born  in  Lewistown,  Pa., 
May  10,  1849,  and  is  a  son  of  George  W.  and 
Margaret  (Jackson)  Oliver,  who  were  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  were  of  Irish  and  (possibly) 
Scotch  descent,  respectively.  About  1864:  John  L. 
Oliver  removed  with  his  mother  and  the  remainder 
of  her  children  to  Illinois,  and  took  up  residence 
in  Piatt  County,  111.,  in  which  State  and  in  Indiana 
he  finished  his  literary  education,  being  an  attend- 
ant at  the  Illinois  College  at  Jacksonvillti  for  two 
years,  and  Wabash  College  of  Crawfordsville,  Ind. 
After  following  agricultural  pursuits  in  Illinois, 
and  later  in  his  native  State  iiutil  1874,  he  emi- 
grated to  Nebraska  and  purchased  a  good  piece  of 
land  near  Spring  Ranche  and  was  a  worthy  tiller 
of  the  soil  for  several  years.  In  1881  he  pur- 
chased a  controlling  interest  in  the  Fairfield  "Her- 
ald,'" and  has  been  its  editor  and  manager  ever 
since.  Under  his  able  management  it  has  come  to 
be  regarded  as  one  of  the  representative  journals 
of  this  part  of  the  State,  and  he  has  proven  him- 
self to  be  a  man  of  excellent  judgment  in  manag- 
ing the  editorial  policy  of  the  paper.  He  has  ever 
been  an  earnest  advocate  of  all  public  enterprises 
calculated  to  benefit  the  county,  and  through  the 
columns  of  his  paper  has  wielded  no  slight  influ- 
ence in  directing  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  for 
their  successful  promotion.  Mr.  Oliver  is  inde- 
pendent in  politics,  although  formerly  a  Repub 
lican,  and  especially  espouses  the  cause  of  the 
agricultural  classes.  He  was  married  in  Feliruary, 
1879,  to  Miss  Nellie  C.  Harrington,  a  native  of 
Lockport,  N.  Y. ,  and  by  her  has  one  child,  Gracie 
M.      The  family  attend  the  Baptist  Church. 

Nathan  A.  Overturf.  In  the  brief  sketch  of 
this  useful  and  well-respected  citizen  may  be  seen 
how  it  is  possible  for  a  young  man  to  rise  in  the 
world  through  individual  efforts,  when  not  in  pos- 
session of  the  means  other  than  natural  ones.  He 
has  been  familiar  with  the  details  of  farming  from 
his  earliest  youth,  but  since  1877  he  has  resided 
on  a  farm  of  his  own,  comprising  160  acres,  in 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  in  addition  to  following 
the  plow  has  given  his  attention  to  stock  raising, 
in  both  of  which  enterprises  he  has  been  quite  suc- 


He    was    born    in    Davis    County,   Iowa, 
April  26,  1852,  being  a  son  of  John  M.  and  Cath- 
erine (Shadley)  Overturf,  natives  of  Tipton  County, 
Ind.      The  father,  who  is  now  a  prominent  citizen 
of  Clay   County,   Neb.,   emigrated  west  from  his 
native  State  some  forty  years  ago  and  was  one  of 
the  very  first  settlers  of  Davis  County,  Iowa.      He 
made  that  county  his  home  until  September,  1876, 
when    he    with     his     family,    which    consisted    of 
William  A.,  Angeline  (now  the  wife  of  John  Ber- 
1  lochen)   and   Flora  E.    (wife  of   Frederick   Geis), 
came    to    Nebraska    and    settled  in  Clay  County, 
j  where  he  is    now  living.      George  F.,   the  eldest 
'■  son,  had  arrived  here  in   1872,  and  as  above  stated 
Nathan    A.   came    in    1877.      The   latter  deserves 
i  much   credit  for  the  interest  he  has  taken  in  the 
material  afPairs  of  the  county  and  as  a  citizen  he 
j  is  held  in  high  esteem  by  all.      He  has  always  sup 
I  ported  the  principles  of  the  Democratic  party,  and 
i  from   1885  to  1889  he  was  justice  of  the  peace  in 
his  district.      November    21,    1874,  witnessed  the 
celebration  of  his  marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Clark, 
a  native  of  Tipton  County,  Ind.,  by  whom  he  has 
the  following  family:  Allen  L.,  Mary  M.,  Genevra 
j.,  Malinda  P.,  Samuel  A.  and  Flora  A. 

William  L.  Palmer,  editor  and  proprietor  of 
"The  Sun,"  Clay  Center,  Neb.  This  paper  is  re- 
garded as  the  best-paying  newspaper  of  Clay 
County,  and  the  progressive  ideas  of  its  editor  and 
proprietor  are  reflected  in  every  corner  of  its  pages. 
Mr.  Palmer  was  born  on  Long  Island,  N.  Y., 
March  13,  1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Benjamin  H. 
and  Mary  (Wells)  Palmer,  also  natives  of  that 
State,  and  both  liorn  in  Soutbold,  Suffolk  County. 
The  father  and  family  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1844, 
I  located  where  Muscatine  now  stands,  and  later 
moved  to  Wapello  County,  being  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  the  same.  There  he  resided  until  1(S73, 
when  he  moved  to  San  Jose,  Cal.,  and  from  thence 
to  Humboldt  County,  Cal.,  and  there  he  now  makes 
his  home.  To  his  marriage  were  born  six  children: 
William  L.,  Benjamin  F.,  John  C,  Harriet  M. 
(wife  of  John  McGonigal),  Esther  (wife  of  W.  L. 
Cross),  and  another,  the  elilfst  daughter,  who  died  a,t 
Muscatine,  Iowa.  In  Febi  ua]\ ,  |S<i',i.  W.  L.  Palmer 
established    the     "Eddyville    (Iowa)    Advertiser." 
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a  weekly  paper,  which  he  conducted  successfully 
in  Wapello  County  until  1884.  He  then  moved 
to  Clay  Center,  Neb.,  and  established  "The  Sun," 
which  he  has  since  conducted  in  an  able  manner, 
it  being  the  official  organ  of  the  Republican  party 
in  Clay  County.  He  has  always  been  a  stanch  Re- 
publican in  politics,  and  is  and  was  a  warm  advocate 
of  high  license,  having  gone  through  the  Iowa  cam- 
paign an  advocate  of  this  principle.  He  has  ever 
been  an  earnest  supporter  of  all  public  enterprises 
calculated  to  benefit  Clay  County,  and  through  the 
columns  of  his  paper  has  wielded  no  slight  influ- 
ence in  directing  the  proper  steps  to  be  taken  for  a 
worthy  movement.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Fannie 
I.  Hamilton,  a  native  of  Oskaloosa,  Iowa,  August  1, 
18fi7,  and  two  living  children  have  been  the  result 
of  this  union:  Hattie  Fay  and  Clarence  H.  Mr. 
Palmer  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  and  K.  of  P., 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  Clay  Center's  success- 
ful business  men  and  citizens.  In  1862  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  served  as  private  and  non  commissioned 
officer  for  nearly  three  years. 

John  Peterson,  farmer  and  stockman.  Sutton, 
Nel).  This  name  is  not  unfamiliar  to  those  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sutton,  as  well  as  to  others  in  the  coun- 
ty, for  he  who  bears  it  is  numbered  among  the 
most  substantial  and  progressive  citizens.  Born 
in  Denmark,  June  15,  1849,  he  is  the  only  child 
born  to  the  union  of  Peter  and  Elsie  C.  (Hendrick- 
son)  Peterson,  natives  also  of  Denmark.  John 
Peterson  received  a  common-school  education,  and 
emigrated  to  the  United  States  in  1871  to  escape 
enlistment.  He  located  in  Grand  Haven,  Mich., 
where  he  worked  in  a  brickyard  for  a  few  months. 
He  then  got  sick,  and  went  to  Milwaukee.  Wis.. where 
he  tilled  the  soil  for  two  years,  and  was  then  in 
the  pineries  for  two  more  years.  After  this  he 
was  in  Chicago,  111.,  for  a  year,  and  was  married 
to  Miss  Cora  Anderson.  He  then  went  west,  home- 
steaded  a  farm,  and  later  purchased  130  acres. 
He  has  been  very  successful  since  coming  to  Ne- 
braska, and  likes  the  State.  In  his  political  views 
he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  and 
Mrs.  Peterson  are  worthy  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.      Their  familv  consists  of  three  children: 


Anna  Christina.  Elsie  and  Peter  Andrew.  Mr. 
Peterson's  farm  is  all  under  fence;  he  has  a  nice 
residence,  complete  sheds  for  his  stock,  and  has 
ninety  acres  under  cultivation.  He  is  thrifty  and 
enterprising,  and  the  future  is  bright  before  him. 
John  Peterson,  farmer  and  stock  raiser.  Inland, 
Neb.  This  esteemed  resident  of  Clay  County,  a 
man  who  has  an  extensive  acquaintance,  was  born 
in  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  in  1845,  and  is 
the  sixth  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  the  result 
of  the  union  of  John  and  Hannah  (Daily) 
Peterson,  natives  of  Denmark  and  Pennsylvania, 
respectively.  The  father  was  born  about  1803, 
came  to  the  United  States  when  but  a  boy,  and 
settled  in  the  Keystone  State,  where  he  was  engaged 
in  the  manufacture  of  furniture.  He  was  married 
there  to  Miss  Hannah  Daily,  and  to  this  union 
were  born  the  following  children:  Sabina,  Aaron, 
Maria,  Hannah  C.  Emma,  John  and  Julia.  Mr. 
Peterson  died  in  Northampton  County,  Pa.,  in 
1848,  and  his  wife  in  the  same  State  in  1873. 
Both  were  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  The 
maternal  grandparents  were  named  John  and 
Elizabeth  Daily.  John  Peterson  received  a  good 
practical  education  in  his  native  State,  and  when 
sixteen  years  of  age  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Forty- 
seventh  Pennsylvania  Infantry,  and  served  in  the 
Eastern  army.  He  participated  in  the  following 
engagements:  Sabine  Cross  Roads,  Berry ville, 
Winchester.  Fisher's  Hill  and  Cedar  Creek,  at 
which  place  he  was  wounded  in  the  neck  and  had 
his  collar  bone  fractured,  and  was  in  the  hospital 
for  about  five  months.  He  was  in  service  four 
years  and  live  months,  and  was  a  brave  and  fear- 
less soldier.  He  received  his  discharge  in  January, 
1865.  After  the  war  Mr.  Peterson  returned  home, 
and  entered  a  sash  and  door  factory,  where  he 
worked  for  seven  years.  He  was  married  in  1868 
to  Miss  Martha  Thomas,  the  daughter  of  William 
and  Lydia  Thomas,  and  to  them  were  born  live 
children:  William,  Grace  (now  Mrs.  Palmer,  of 
Denver,  Colo.),  Frank,  Ella  and  Royal.  The 
mother  of  these  children  died  in  Nebraska  in  1877, 
to  which  State  Mr.  Peterson  had  emigrated  in  1873. 
settling  in  Clay  County,  on  land  in  Section  18. 
Mr.  Peterson  was  married  in   1879  to  Mrs.  Char- 
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lotte  Ingalsbe,  widow  of  Willard  lagalsbe,  by  whom 
she  had  these  children :  Nellie  (wife  of  Mr.  Taylor, 
of  Clay  County),  Charles,  Alice,  Lottie  and  Vinnie. 
By  her  marriage  to  Mr.  Peterson  she  became  the 
mother  of  one  child,  Florence.  Upon  coming  to 
Nebraska  Mr.  Peterson  took  up  a  claim  of  160 
acres,  improved  it,  but  iu  188'2  he  sold  this,  and 
settled  on  a  place  owned  by  his  wife,  where  he  now 
resides.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Gr.  A.  R.,  and  votes  with 
the  Republican  party.  He  is  interested  in  churches, 
schools  and  all  matters  pertaining  to  the  good  of 
the  county,  and  is  one  of  its  best  citizens. 

James  H.  Phelps,  one  of  Clay  County's  (Neb.) 
well-known  farmers  and  stockmen,  is  a  native  of 
Washington  County,  Ind.,  born  August  28,  1842, 
being  a  son  of  William  B.  Phelps,  a  native  of  New 
York,  who  moved  to  the  "  Hoosier  State"  with  his 
parents  when  a  lad,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood 
and  educated,  learning  the  carpenter's  trade  in  his 
youth.  He  was  also  married  there  to  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  C.  Thomas,  a  native  of  that  State,  and  in 
1844  they  moved  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Davis 
County,  where  he  made  a  farm  and  there  resided 
until  his  death  in  1869.  His  wife  survives  him, 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  that  State. 
James  H.  Phelps  was  the  third  of  four  sons  and 
three  daughters,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  all 
married  with  the  exception  of  two,  and  in  Davis 
County,  Iowa,  he  grew  to  manhood,  and  from 
there  enlisted,  in  the  month  of  August,  1862,  iu 
Company  F,  Thirtieth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Haines  Bluff,  siege  and  sur- 
render of  Vicksburg,  Lookout  Mountain,  Mission- 
ary Ridge,  Ringgold,  Atlanta,  and  was  in  all  the 
engagements  in  which  Sherman  participated  on  his 
march  to  the  sea,  the  siege  of  Savannah  and 
Goldsboro,  besides  numerous  skirmishes.  On  the 
8th  of  January,  1863,  he  was  wounded  at  Fort 
Hindman  by  a  piece  of  shell,  but  considering  the 
number  of  engagements  in  which  he  participated 
he  was  quite  fortunate  to  escape  so  easily.  He 
was  present  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  after  receiving  his  discharge  at  Daven- 
port, Iowa,  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1885,  he 
returned  to  his  home  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  but 


soon  after  moved  to  Hancock  County,  111.  After 
remaining  there  for  about  a  year  he  returned  to 
Davis  County  and  followed  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing UX3  to  1873,  after  which  he  moved  to  Jefferson 
County,  Neb.  In  April,  1875,  he  arrived  in  Clay 
County,  Neb. ,  and  homesteaded  a  farm  of  eighty 
acres  where  he  now  resides.  He  now  owns  160 
acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  fenced,  and  on  his 
farm  are  fair  buildings  of  all  kinds.  He  has  had 
a  liberal  share  of  the  misfortunes  that  have  befallen 
the  early  settlers  of  Nebraska,  such  as  prairie  tires, 
grasshoppers,  hot  winds  and  hail  storms.  He  was 
married  in  Davis  County,  Iowa,  January  3,  1869, 
to  Miss  Martha  J.  Hall,  a  native  of  Virginia, 
reared  and  educated  in  Davis  County,  Iowa.  She 
is  a  daughter  of  George  B.  Hall,  now  deceased, 
and  by  Mr.  Phelps  is  the  mother  of  five  children: 
Guy  O.,  Robs  W.,  Clema,  Louis  and  Ray.  Mr. 
Phelps  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Edgar  Post 
No.  16. 

Hugh  E.  Potter.  Although  this  gentleman  has 
only  resided  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  since  April, 
1886,  he  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  not  only  a 
substantial  and  progressive  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
but  an  intelligent  and  well  posted  man  on  all  pub- 
lic matters.  He  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  his  birth 
occurring  in  McHenry  County  on  April  13,  1857, 
a  son  of  Simeon  Potter.  His  youthful  days 
and  early  manhood  were  spent  there,  and  he  ob- 
tained a  good  practical  education  in  the  common 
schools.  In  the  month  of  April,  1886,  he  deter 
mined  to  seek  a  home  for  himself  on  the  fertile 
prairies  of  Nebraska,  and  came  almost  immediately 
to  Clay  County  and  purchased  his  present  admir- 
able farm,  consisting  of  24(J  acres,  which  he  has 
since  been  successfully  engaged  in  tilling.  Mr. 
Potter  has  always  supported  the  men  and  measures 
of  the  Republican  party,  and  socially  is  a  member 
in  good  standing  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  His  marriage 
with  Miss  Martha  L.  Dodge  was  consummated  on 
February  11,  1880,  she  being  a  native  of  Johnson, 
Vt. ,  and  their  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  two  children:     Dollie  M.  and  Mollie  S. 

Hon.  M.  S.  Price,  supervisor  of  Lewis  Town- 
ship, Clay  County.  New  York  has  given  to  Linn 
Township  many  estimable  citizens,  but  it  has  con- 
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tributed  none  more  highly  respected,  or,  for  con- 
scientious discharge  of  duty  in  every  relation  of 
life,  more  worthy  of  respect  and  esteem,  than  the 
subject  of  this  sketch.  Hon.  M.  S.  Price  was  born 
in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1834,  and  secured 
a  fair  education  in  the  district  schools.  He  then 
embarked  in  the  lumbering  business  in  Cattarau 
gus  County,  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Ellen 
J.  Lyon,  a  native  of  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y. 
The  March  after  his  marriage  he  went  to  Stephen- 
son County,  111.,  settled  near  Freeport,  and  there 
tilled  the  soil  for  eleven  years,  residing  there  dur- 
ing the  war.  In  1872  he  emigrated  to  Nebraska, 
and  in  the  spring  of  the  following  year  moved  his 
family  there.  He  homesteaded  the  eighty  acres 
where  his  house  now  stands  in  the  fall  of  1872,  and 
purchased  some  of  his  other  tracts  of  land.  In 
1 879  he  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  a  "  floater ' ' 
from  Clay  and  Fillmore  Counties,  and  served  one 
term  of  two  years.  He  has  since  been  on  his  farm, 
and  has  tilled  the  office  of  supervisor  two  terms, 
holding  his  second  term  at  the  present  time.  He 
is  a  representative  citizen,  and  one  who  holds  the 
respect  and  esteem  of  all.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  320  acres  of  land,  is  quite  a  stockman,  and  feeds 
about  fifty  head  of  cattle  annually.  In  politics  he 
affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  To  his  mar- 
riage were  born  the  following  children:  Ethel  W., 
Jessie  N.  (wife  of  A.  Weir)  and  Sterling  M.  The 
Price  family  were  originally  from  England,  two 
brothers  having  immigrated  to  this  country  at  an 
early  date,  one  settling  in  New  York  and  the  other 
drifting  westward,  where  Gen.  Price's  family  orig- 
inally came  from.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject  was  a  native  of  New  Y'ork,  and  the  latter's 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Wiley)  Price,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Empire  State,  both  of  Oswego  Coun- 
ty, the  father  bora  on  January  18,  17U0,  and  the 
mother  born  on  May  30,  1789.  They  were  the 
parents  of  ten  children,  nine  of  whom  grew  to 
maturity.  The  mother  died  in  July,  1850,  and  the 
father  in  1866. 

Charles  M.  Prickett,  real  estate,  loan  and  insur 
uuce  agent,  Fairfield,  Neb.  The  magnitude  of 
the  real  estate  interests  in  this  city  and  the  inces 
sant  activitv  in  the  market  have  enlisted  the  serv- 


ices of  many  of  our  most  responsible  men,  and 
among  the  number  is  Charles  M.  Prickett.  He 
was  born  in  McHenry  County.  111.,  on  May  22, 
1851,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Charlotte 
(Lusty)  Prickett,  natives  of  England.  Charles  M. 
was  educated  at  the  Illinois  Industrial  University 
(now  Illinois  University),  of  Champaign,  where 
he  completed  a  three-years"  course  in  civil  engineer- 
ing. He  then  taught  school  a  year,  after  which 
he  followed  his  profession  in  Iowa  and  Dakota, 
making  railroad  surveys  and  government  surveys  of 
lands,  at  which  he  continued  until  the  fall  of  1885, 
when  he  came  to  Fairfield.  He  soon  after  engaged 
in  his  present  business,  in  which  he  has  met  with 
very  good  success.  On  October  20,  1886,  Miss 
Nellie  C.  Ladd,  a  native  of  McHenry  County,  111. , 
became  his  wife,  and  to  them  has  been  born  one 
child,  a  daughter,  Bernice  M.  Mr.  Prickett  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  but  belongs  to  the  conservative 
class.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  the 
county  and  at  present  holds  the  office  of  city  civil 
engineer  of  Fairfield. 

Rev.  Thomas  Pugh  is  a  retired  minister  of  the 
Congregational  Church,  and  is  now  residing  at 
Fairfield,  Neb.  He  was  born  in  the  south  of 
Wales  on  December  9,  1813,  and  is  the  eldest  son 
of  John  and  Winifred  (Davis)  Pugh.  both  natives 
of  South  Wales.  The  paternal  grandparents  were 
John  and  Winifred  (Hughes)  Pugh.  John  Pugh, 
the  father  of  our  subject,  learned  the  iron  manu- 
facturer's trade  in  his  youth  and  rose  to  the  posi- 
tion of  superintendent  of  the  iron  mills  at  Aber- 
nant,  in  Aberdore,  Wales,  these  mills  having  been 
erected  in  1823.  He  was  married  when  about  twen 
ty-five  years  of  age,  and  his  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  six  children:  Mrs.  Rachel  Evans,  Thomas 
(the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Mrs.  Margaret  Thomas, 
Mrs.  Ruth  Williams  (a  resident  of  Hyde  Park, 
Pa.),  Henry  (who  died  in  Wales  about  1855)  and 
Mrs.  Ann  Thomas  (who  died  in  1888  near  Cleve- 
land, Ohio).  The  father  of  these  children  was  a 
deacon  in  the  Congregational  Church  in  Wales  and 
died  about  1853,  his  wife  passing  to  her  long  home 
in  1828.  Thomas  Pugh  was  educated  in  his  na- 
tive land  and  after  learning  the  iron  manufact- 
urer's trade  he  began  doing  for  himself  when  about 
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twenty  three  years  of  age.  On  October  10,  1836, 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Williams,  a  daughter 
of  Thomas  and  Joan  Williams,  the  former  of  whom 
was  also  an  iron  manufacturer  of  Wales.  To  this 
union  a  family  of  eight  children  were  born;  six  of 
the  children  died  young — two  daughters  are  still 
living:  Mrs.  Winifred  Jenkins  (of  Fairfield,  Neb.) 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Davis  (of  Denver,  Colo.).  At  the 
age  of  eighteen  years,  Thomas  Pugh  began  his 
theological  studies  while  working  at  his  trade, 
was  ordained  in  1841,  and  in  1842  came  to  the 
United  States  and  settled  in  Eastern  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  acted  as  pastor  of  a  Welsh  congregation 
for  over  three  years.  In  the  latter  part  of  1844, 
he  removed  to  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  and  there  like 
Paul  of  old,  made  tents  and  preached  the  gospel, 
for  he  devoted  some  of  his  time  to  his  trade  as 
well  as  to  saving  souls.  In  1852  he  removed  to  Iron- 
ton,  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  where  he  organized 
and  had  charge  of  a  Congregational  Church  until 
1858,  at  which  time  he  returned  to  his  native  land, 
and  there  remained  until  1862.  While  there  he 
recognized  the  great  need  of  schools  for  the  educa- 
tion of  the  young,  and  through  his  efForts,  he  being 
aided  by  mt'ans  by  the  superintendent  of  the  iron 
mills,  he  was  enabled  to  erect  an  educational  insti- 
tution in  his  native  town,  which  has  ever  since  been 
in  a  flourishing  condition  and  a  great  blessing  to 
the  rising  generations  thereabouts.  In  1862  he 
came  back  to  America  and  again  settled  in  Eastern 
Pennsylvania,  taking  charge  of  two  Welsh  Congre- 
gational Churches  in  the  Lehigh  Valley,  but  in 
1868  removed  to  Macon  County,  Mo.,  remaining 
there  until  1870.  when  he  settled  in  Dodge  County, 
Neb.  After  a  two  years'  residence  there  he  came 
to  Clay  County,  and  organized  and  took  charge  of 
the  First  Congregational  Church  at  Fairfield,  and 
after  filling  the  pulpit  for  six  years  he  retired  on  ac- 
count of  his  advanced  years,  much  to  the  regret  of 
every  luember  of  his  charge.  During  his  minis- 
terial labors  he  was  identified  with  almost  all 
church  and  Sunday-school  work,  and  by  example 
as  well  as  precept  instilled  into  the  minds  of  his 
followers  the  true  beauties  of  a  Christian  life.  He 
has  lived  an  active  and  useful  life  and  is  now  en- 
joying a  hale   old  age.      A    short   time  since   the 


fiftieth  anniversary  of  his  marriage  was  celebrated, 
at  which  time  he  a,nd  his  venerable  wife  received 
many  tokens  of  love  and  esteem  from  their  num- 
erous acquaintances  and  friends.  He  is  high  in 
his  praise  of  Nebraska  as  a  home,  both  for  busi 
ness  enterprises  and  social  surroundings. 

Erwin  Ramsey,  merchant.  Inland,  Neb.  Aside 
from  the  general  mercantile  business,  of  which  he 
makes  a  success,  Mr.  Ramsey  is  also  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock  raising,  and  his  residence,  barns, 
outbuildings,  etc.,  on  his  tine  farm,  two  miles  east 
of  Inland,  indicate  the  quality  of  farmer  that  he  is. 
He  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Pa.,  in  1852,  and 
his  parents,  William  and  Eliza  (McConnell)  Ram- 
sey, are  natives  of  the  same  State,  born  in  Frank- 
lin and  Juniata  Counties.  The  father's  birth  oc- 
curred in  1813,  and  he  followed  mercantile  pur 
suits  the  principal  part  of  his  life.  He  emigrated 
to  Illinois  in  1877,  located  in  Fountain  Green, 
Hancock  County,  and  after  a  residence  of  one  year 
there  moved,  with  his  family,  to  Clay  County,  Neb., 
and  settled  in  Inland  Township,  where  he  bought 
land  in  1878.  His  death  occurred  in  November  of 
the  ^aiuc  wai.  The  mother  is  still  living  at  In 
land  Willi  lier  sou,  Erwin.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Methiidist  Episeojial  Church,  and  the  father  be 
longed  to  the  Presbyterian  Church.  He  was  a  Re 
publican,  took  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs, 
and  was  a  man  possessed  of  more  than  ordinary 
business  qualifications.  They  had  eight  children: 
Erwin,  William,  Jennie,  Robert,  James,  Mardie, 
Anna  and  Lila.  All  the  children  are  living  ex- 
cept Robert,  who  died  at  the  age  of  two  years,  of 
membraneous  croup.  They  reside  at  Inland,  ex 
cept  one  sister  in  Kansas  and  one  sister  and  a 
brother  in  Loup  County,  Neb.  The  early  life  of 
Mr.  Ramsey  was.spent  in  Pennsylvania,  where  he 
attended  the  graded  schools.  At  the  age  of  eight 
een  he  went  west,  located  in  Wichita,  Kas. ,  where 
he  remained  one  and  a  half  years,  returned  to 
Iowa  and  Illinois,  where  he  lived  one  year,  but  on 
account  of  ill  health  went  back  to  Pennsylvania, 
where  he  commenced  teaching  school,  and  taught 
one  winter,  returning  to  Illinois  in  the  spring  and 
attended  Carthage  College,  and  later  on  took  a 
course    in    Rush    Medical   College,   Chicago.      He 
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emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  1878,  located  at  Inland, 
and  bought  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land,  which  he 
has  since  increased  to  160  acres,  and  also  owns  a 
quarter-section  in  Loup  County  and  some  town 
property  in  Inland.  He  employed  himself  in 
teaching  and  farming  until  two  years  ago,  when  he 
bought  out  the  lirm  of  McDowell  &  Blair,  dealers 
in  general  merchandise.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
school  board  for  several  years,  served  as  assessor 
for  three  terms,  and  was  appointed  enumerator  to 
take  the  national  census  in  1880.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  18(S3  to  Miss  Olive  Campbell,  daughter  of 
William  and  Julia  Campbell,  of  Adams  County, 
Neb.  His  wife  bad  been  a  teacher  for  several 
years.  To  them  were  born  fonr  children:  Mervie, 
Linnie  (who  died  in  ISSIJ),  Walker  and  William 
(twins,  one  of  whom  died  in  1889).  In  politics 
Mr.  Ramsey  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  takes  an  active  interest  in  political  affairs.  He 
is  largely  engaged  in  raising  stock,  and  makes  a 
specialty  of  Poland-China  and  Jersey  Red  hogs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  Lodge  No. 
83,  Harvard,  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  is  a  man 
who  has  acquired  his  property  by  his  industry  and 
good  business  ability,  and  enjoys  the  confidence  of 
his  fellow-men. 

Hon.  William  S.  Randall,  the  very  efficient 
editor  and  manager  of  the  Fairfield  News,  was 
born  in  Trumbull  County.  Ohio,  September  4, 
18-tO,  being  a  son  of  Amos  S.  and  Mary  A.  (Gal 
lagher)  Randall,  who  were  born  in  Ohio  and  Penn 
sylvania,  respectively.  The  father  removed  to 
Iowa  in  18.")],  and  settled  in  Washington  County, 
and  here  his  son,  William  S.,  was  reared  to  man- 
hood as  a  farmer,  receiving  his  education  in  the 
district  schools  near  his  father's  home.  He  was 
energetically  engaged  in  farm  work  when  the 
threatening  war  cloud  burst  in  all  its  fury,  and  in 
August,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  C,  Eighth 
Regiment  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  as  a 
private  soldier  served  ''Uncle  Sam"  faithfully 
until  May,  1866.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he  came 
to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  took  up  a  homestead 
claim  in  Marshall  Township,  and  here  made  his 
home  until  February,  i877,  when  he  moved  to 
Sutton,    having  been   elected   to   the  position    of 


county  treasurer  the  previous  fall.  He  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  this  position  in  a  highly 
efficient  manner  until  1880  by  re-election,  and 
in  the  spring  of  the  latter  year  removed  to  Fair- 
field and  embarked  in  the  agricultural  implement 
business,  becoming,  in  February,  1886,  manager  of 
the  Fairfield  News,  and  has  edited  and  conducted 
the  paper  successfully  up  to  the  present  time. 
The  paper  is  well  established  and  is  considered  a 
representative  journal  of  the  State,  being  edited 
in  behalf  of  the  Republican  party,  of  which  Mr. 
Randall  has  always  been  a  stanch  member.  In 
the  month  of  November,  1886,  he  was  elected  by 
the  Republicans  of  the  district  to  the  Nebraska 
Legislature,  and  served  in  the  Twentieth  General 
Assembly  of  that  body  with  honor  and  distinction. 
He  was  on  the  soldier's  home  committee,  the  com- 
mittee for  constitutional  amendments,  taxation  and 
banks,  besides  many  others  of  importance,  the 
most  noticeable  of  which  was  to  select  from  the 
files  the  most  meritorious  bills  and  recommend 
them  for  passage,  the  committee  convening  toward 
the  last  of  the  session,  he  being  chairman  of  the 
same.  In  1890  he  was  appointed  by  President 
Harrison  as  supervisor  of  the  census  for  the  First 
census  district  of  Nebraska.  March  31,  1864,  he 
was  married  to  Miss  Mary  C.  Boden,  a  native  of 
Morgan  County,  Ohio,  and  by  her  is  the  father  of 
four  children:  Maie  L.,  Edgar  S.,  Frank  W.  and 
Laura  Pearl.  Mr.  Randall  is  a  prominent  mem- 
ber of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  has  been  commander  of 
George  C.  Oliver  Post  No.  43;  was  senior  vice- 
commander  of  the  department  of  Nebraska  in  1887, 
and  was  also  Urst  commander  of  George  C.  Meade 
Post  of  Sutton.  He  is  a  Mason,  and  is  now  serving 
his  fourth  term  as  worshipful  master;  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W. ,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  Ray,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Fairfield,  Neb. 
Mr.  Ray  is  a  practical,  go  ahead  farmer,  and  fully 
appreciates  the  comforts  of  a  competence  gained 
by  individual  efforts.  He  was  born  in  Muhlenbnrg 
County,  Ky.,  in  1828,  and  his  father  died  before 
he  was  born,  vdiile  his  mother  died  during  the  first 
year  of  his  birth.  He  was  taken  and  reared  l)y 
James  Hammett,  of  Lacon,  Marshall  County,  111., 
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and  received  a  fair  education  in  that  State.  He 
began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years,  as  a  farmer,  and  was  married  in  1 849  to  Miss 
E.  B.  McLaughlin,  the  daughter  of  H.  A.  and 
Mary  (Hammett)  McLaughlin.  This  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Mrs.  Clara  Gates  (of  Jew- 
ell County,  Kas.).  Mr.  Kay  lost  his  first  wife  in 
1854,  and  iu  1855  was  married  the  second  time 
to  Mrs.  Ann  Ridgway,  daughter  of  Thomas  and 
Mary  (Prosser)  James,  natives  of  Wales.  Five 
children  were  born  to  this  union:  Mrs.  Elizabeth 
Plowman  (of  Iowa),  AV.  E.  (of  Montgomery  County, 
Iowa),  R.  J.  (in  Colorado),  Otis  and  Oscar.  Mr. 
Raj'  left  Illinois  in  1872,  settled  on  a  farm  in  Mont 
gomery  County,  Iowa,  and  there  tilled  the  soil  un- 
til 1878.  when  he  came  to  his  present  home  in  Clay 
County,  Neb.  He  there  bought  raw  prairie  land, 
began  improving  it  and  erected  good  buildings, 
outhouses,  etc.,  on  the  same.  He  has  been  very 
successful  as  a  fruit-grower,  and  has  an  abundance 
of  apples,  peaches,  etc.,  for  home  use.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
is  trustee  of  the  church  he  attends.  In  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat,  and  as  a  citizen  has  the  respect  and 
esteem  of  all.  He  is  a  meml)er  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance. 

William  P.  Rhodes,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Spring  Ranche,  Neb.  Not  without  justice,  Will- 
iam P.  Rhodes  is  conceded  to  hold  a  representative 
position  among  the  prominent  and  successful 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  Clay  County,  and  is  a  man  of 
judgment  and  sound  common  sense.  He  owes  his 
nativity  to  Greene  County,  Mo.,  where  he  was  born 
in  1854,  and  is  the  third  child  born  to  the  union 
of  William  J.  and  Sarah  M.  (Cowden)  Rhodes. 
The  father  was  born  in  McLean  County,  111.,  in 
1825,  and  received  a  good  practical  education  in 
the  schools  of  his  native  county.  He  is  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  a  Prohibitionist  in  his  political  views, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  William 
P.  Rhodes  was  reared  in  McLean  County,  111.,  re- 
ceived a  good  education  in  the  common  schools  and 
began  life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-one  as 
a  farmer.  He  came  direct  from  Illinois  to  Adams 
County,  Neb.,  in  1877,  purchased  a  farm  two  miles 
southeast  of  Hastings,   and  there  remained  until 


the  spring  of  1885,  when  he  sold  out  and  bought 
his  present  farm.  This  he  has  greatly  improved 
in  the  way  of  buildings,  etc.,  has  added  eighty 
acres  and  has  the  whole  farm  under  fence.  He  has 
been  successful  since  coming  to  Nebraska,  and  is 
aatistied  to  make  this  State  his  home.  He  is  quite 
a  stockman,  and  is  engaged  in  breeding  Hamble- 
tonian  and  Clyde  and  Clydesdale  horses,  and  also 
Poland  China  hogs.  He  votes  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  is  a  man  esteemed  and  respected  by  all 
acquainted  with  him.   He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm 

J  ers'  Alliance,    and  takes    an  interest  in  the    up- 

j  building  of  schools,  churches,  and  in  fact  all  that 
pertains  to  the  benefit  of  the  community  in  which 
he  lives. 

James  Richard,  blacksmith,  Harvard,  Neli. 
This  worthy  citizen  of  Harvard  is  another  of  the 
many  prominent  residents  of  the  county  who  owe 
their  nativity  to  a  foreign  country.  Mr.  Richard 
was  born  in  Scotland.  July  10,  1847,  and  is  the  son 
of  George  and  Catherine  (Mather)  Richard,  the 
latter  of  whom  still  resides  in  Scotland.  The 
father  died  there  in  April,  1885.  They  were  the 
parents  of  fourteen  children,  eight  of  whom  were 
sons.  Three  sons  came  to  America.  James  Rich- 
ard came  to  the  United  States  in  1873,  and  after 
some  time  spent  at  Paterson,  N.  J.,  he  went  to 
Port  Henry,  N.  Y.,  where  he  spent  a  year  and  a 

'  half.  About  1878  he  emigrated  west  and  located 
at  Harvard.      He  had   learned  the   blacksmithing 

;  business  in  his  native  country  and  has  followed  it 
ever  since.  He  is  now  in  partnership  with  his 
brother,  John,  the  firm  name  being  Richard  Bros. 
Mr.  Richard  was  married  in  White  Hall,  N.  Y. , 
to  Miss  Mary  E.  Coutts,  by  whom  he  has  four 
children:  James,  George,  Catherine  and  Andrew. 
Mr.  Richard  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  frater 
nity.  Harvard  Lodge.  John  Richard,  the  junior 
meiiilit'i  of  the  iiru)  of  Richard  Bros.,  was  born  in 
Scotl.-iihl.  A|.nl  '.I,  1857.  and  there  learned  the  trade 
of  w.-ij^niii  iiinkfi-.  In  1879  he  came  to  America,  and 
in  1880  located  at  Harvard,  Neb. ,  where  he  formed 
a  partnership  with  his  brother  James.  They  have 
since  conducted  a  first- class  blacksmith  shop  at  that 
place  and  are  enterprising  business  men.  In  1885 
he  returned  to  Scotland,  and  was  there  married  to 
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Miss  Ellen  Taylor,  who  returned  with  him  to  the 
United  States,  and  who  has  borne  him  two  chil- 
dren: George  and  Isabella.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rich- 
ard are  members  of  the  Congregational  Church 
and  are  much  respected  citizens.  Mr.  Richard  is 
a  member  of  the  M.  W.  A.,  and  in  politics  is 
Democratic. 

O.  J.  Riley,  a  prominent  grocer  of  Harvard, 
Neb.,  and  a  substantial  and  inflaential  citizen  of 
that  place,  was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa. , 
April  29,  1844,  being  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Jane 
(Dodge)  Riley,  the  former  a  native  of  New  Eng- 
land, and  the  latter  of  Bradford  County,  Pa. 
Joseph  Riley  was  a  son  of  Maj.  Riley,  of  Connect- 
icut, and  Mrs.  Riley  v/as  a  daughter  of  Loren 
Dodge.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riley  a  family  of  six 
children  were  born,  of  whom  James  O.  was  the 
second,  five  of  the  family  being  now  alive.  The 
father,  who  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  died  in  Oc- 
tober, 1883,  his  wife  dying  in  the  month  of  Janu- 
ary, 1887.  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
eight  years  old  his  parents  removed  to  Corning, 
Steuben  County,  N.  Y. ,  where  his  youth  was  spent. 
He  learned  the  carpenter's  trade  under  his  father, 
and  followed  this  calling  for  a  number  of  years. 
At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  went  to  Tioga,  Pa. , 
from  which  place,  about  one  year  later,  or  in  Au 
gust,  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Forty  fifth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  remaining  with  this  com- 
pany until  the  close  of  the  war,  participating  in  the 
battles  of  Hilton  Head,  Fredericksburg,  South 
Mountain  and  Antietam,  the  siege  and  capture  of 
Vicksburg,  Petersburg  and  Jackson,  in  all  of  which 
he  discharged  his  duties  in  a  very  creditable  man- 
ner. From  the  war  he  returned  to  Tioga,  Pa.,  but 
shortly  after  removed  to  Hornellsville,  N.  Y. ,  where 
he  resided  two  years,  employed  in  the  repair  shops 
of  the  New  York  &  Erie  Railroad.  In  1868  he 
removed  to  Afton,  Iowa,  but  after  conducting  a 
meat  market  there  for  one  year  he  returned  to 
York  State  and  learned  the  painter's  trade  while 
a  resident  of  Wellsville.  In  1872  he  again  came 
West,  and  this  time  settled  in-  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska, residing  one  year  in  Lincoln,  a  short 
time  in  Harvard,  and  then  took  up  a  homestead 
claim    fourteen    miles    northwest   of   Harvard,  in 


Hamilton  County,  where  he  resided  seven  years, 
giving  his  attention  to  farming.  Upon  returning 
to  Harvard,  in  1881,  he  engaged  in  the  grocery 
business,  which  occupation  has  since  received  his 
attention.  His  establishment  is  one  of  the  lead- 
ing groceries  of  the  place,  and  he  commands  a 
large  share  of  pirblic  favor.  He  was  married  in 
Tioga  County,  Pa.,  Augvist  16,  1860,  to  Miss  Mag- 
gie L.  Keeney,  a  daughter  of  Jesse  and  Sophronia 
M.  (McArthur)  Keeney,  the  former  a  native  of 
f  Schenectady  County,  N.  Y.,  born  June  17,  1807, 
and  the  latter  born  in  Vermont,  September  21, 
j  1811.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Riley  was  the  son  of 
Thomas  and  Anna  (Parshall)  Keeney,  and  the 
mother  was  a  daughter  of  Alexander  and  Rebecca 
(Wares)  McArthur.  Her  parents  were  mai-ried  in 
1830,  and  had  ten  children,  of  whom  she  was  the 
sixth,  nine  being  now  alive.  The  father  died  April 
17,  1879,  but  the  mother  is  still  living,  her  home 
being  in  Mason  City,  Custer  County,  Neb.  Mr. 
Riley  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  in 
which  ho  has  taken  the  32°,  and  he  is  also  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  the  K.  of  P.  and  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  being  also  a  member  of  the  Select 
Knights  in  the  last  named  order.  He  has  always 
I  been  a  stanch  member  of  the  Rejiublican  party,  is 
I  an  honorable,  upright  man,  and  is  one  of  Clay 
County's  very  best  citizens.  He  possesses  an  ex- 
tensive acquaintance,  and  by  all  who  know  him  he 
is  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 

John  C.  Ringer,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Lone 
Tree  Township.      Mr.  Ringer  was  born  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  February  10,  1851,  a  son  of  John 
and  Mary  (Hendricks)  Ringer,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  Ohio,  respectively.      His  parents  moved 
to  McDonough  County,  111. ,  when  he  was  but  five 
years  of  age,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood  and 
received  a  common  school  education.     He  remained 
in   Illinois  until  his  twenty-third  year,    when  he 
.moved  to  the  county  of  his  birth,  in  Ohio,  and  re- 
mained there  for  five  years.      In  the  fall  of  1879  he 
I'  started  for  Crawford  County,  Iowa,  getting  there 
1  September  16,  when  he  purchased  eighty  acres  of 
!  land  and  followed  his  chosen  occupation  of  farm- 
i   ing.      In   1884  he  moved  to  this  county,  where  he 
has  ever  since  remained.      In   1887  he  purchased 
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100  acres  of  land  in  Section  17,  and  has  carried  on 
farming,  meeting  with  varied  success,  ever  since. 
He  was  married,  February  10,  1873,  to  Josephine, 
daughter  of  Peter  and  Susannah  (Grower)  Michael, 
natives  of  Ohio,  born  July  19,  185'i,  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio.  They  are  the  parents  of  three  chil- 
dren, namely:  Elmer  (born  February  18,  1874), 
lloss  (born  January  22,  187V)),  and  Roy  (born  May 
16,  1884).  Mr.  Ringer  has  been  a  life-long  D  in 
ocrat,  but  is  now  an  Auti- Monopolist.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Lone  Tree  Alliance,  also  of  the 
County  Alliance,  of  which  he  is  door  keeper,  and 
is  assisting  in  the  great  move  being  made  by  the 
farmers  in  ridding  themselves  of  the  moneyed  yoke 
that  has  kept  them  so  long  in  the  rear.  He  is  a 
representative  citizen,  is  industrious,  and  is  get 
ting  a  start  toward  laying  up  a  comfortable  com- 
petency to  secure  his  comfort  in  old  age. 

Samuel  M.  Risley,  liveryman,  Harvard,  Neb. 
Mr.  Risley  is  not  only  one  of  the  old  settlers  and 
much  respected  citizens  of  Clay  County,  but  he  is 
one  of  the  prominent  business  men  of  the  town  of 
Harvard.  He  owes  liis  nativity  to  Susquehanna 
County,  Pa.,  where  his  birth  occurred  May  10, 
1843,  and  is  the  son  of  Samuel  and  Betsey  (Cook) 
Risley,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  parents  are 
now  residents  of  Lee  County,  111. ,  to  which  county 
the  family  removed  in  the  fall  of  1856  from  their 
native  State.  Samuel  M.  Risley' s  boyhood  was 
spent  on  a  farm  in  Pennsylvania  until  thirteen 
years  of  age  and  he  then  removed  with  his  parents 
to  Lee  County,  111.  On  May  14,  1864,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Fortieth  Illinois 
Infantry  for  100  days,  and  March  2,  1865,  he  re- 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  Seventh  Illinois  Cavalry, 
serving  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged.  He  then  returned  to  Illinois, 
remained  on  a  farm  until  1873,  when  he  came  to 
Harvard,  and  on  May  8,  of  that  year,  engaged  in 
the  livery  business,  which  he  has  since  successfully 
conducted.  He  was  burned  out  October  28,  1887, 
losing  ten  good  horses  and  nearly  all  of  his  livery 
stock.  Again,  July  31,  1888,  he  was  burned  out. 
He  was  married,  December  5,  1869,  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Wilbur,  who  died  in  Harvard,  May  31,  1881, 
leaving  four  children :  Harry  M. ,  Kittie  E. ,  Charles 


D.  and  William  E.  Mr.  Risley's  second  marriage 
occurred  June  19,  1883,  to  Miss  Charlotte  Fuller. 
a  native  of  Knox  County,  111.  Mr.  Risley  is  one 
of  the  oldest  settlers  in  Clay  County  and  is  a  man 
who  has  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  ac 
quainted  with  him.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub 
lican,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.,  Lodge  No.  70,  and  the  G.  A.  R 

John  H.  Robertson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Harvard,  Neb.  The  name  which  appears  above 
will  at  once  be  recognized  by  nearly  all  of  those  of 
this  community,  for  it  is  borne  by  a  man  intimately 
associated  with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  in- 
terests of  Clay  County.  Mr.  Roljertson  was  born 
in  Washington  County,  N.  Y.,  on  October  13,  1839, 
and  is  the  .son  of  Lewis  and  Jane  (Reynolds)  Rob- 
ertson, and  grandson  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Ran- 
dall) Robertson,  probably  l)orn  in  Vermont  about 
1785,  and  of  Scotch  descent.  Lewis  Robertson 
was  born  about  1812,  and  immigrated  to  Wisconsin 
with  his  family  in  1842,  locating  in  Kenosha  Coun- 
ty, where  Mrs.  Robertson  still  resides.  The  father 
died  in  1884.  John  H.  Robertson  began  his  ca- 
reer in  1859  as  a  farmer,  and  in  1862  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  C.  Coon,  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Sylvester  and  Catharine  (Eycleshymer)  Coon, 
who  were  the  descendants  of  the  early  pioneers  of 
New  York.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robertson  became  the 
parents  of  the  following  children:  Oliver  (born 
September  19,  1862),  Jane  A.  (born  May  13, 1864), 
Franklin  (born  August  11,  1867),  Archie  (born  May 
16,  1870),  Susie  (born  November  22,  1872),  John 
(born  October  7,  1876),  Lewis  (born  November  14, 
1878),  Arthur  (born  September  10,  1880),  Eva 
(born  August  8,  1882),  and  Lizzie  (born  A]>ril  8, 
1886,  and  died  June  28,  1886).  Mr.  Robertson 
enlisted  in  the  United  States  army  on  February  4, 
1864,  in  Company  I,  Thirty  fifth  Regiment  of  Wis- 
consin Infantry,  and  was  discharged  on  March  15, 
1866,  at  Madison,  Wis.  He  went  direct  from  Mil- 
waukee on  March  22,  1864,  and  landed  in  New 
Orleans:  later  the  army  was  then  ordered  back  to 
Port  Hudson,  lay  there  six  weeks,  and  buried  560 
men.  From  there  they  went  to  Morganzie  Bend, 
lay  there  until  about  July  1,  and  then  marched 
up   Schafali  River,  and  here  were  in  some  sharp 
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skirmishes  with  bushwhackers.  About  ten  days 
later  they  crossed  the  river  and  chased  the  bush- 
whackers, but  then  returned  to  Morgaozie  Bend, 
which  place  they  left  soon  after  to  go  to  St. 
Charles  on  the  Red  River  in  Arkansas.  There 
they  remained  one  month,  and  then  went  to  De- 
I  vall's  Bluff,  Ark.,  where  they  went  into  winter 
(juarters.  In  February  they  went  to  New  Orleans 
and  went  into  camp  at  Lake  Ponchertrain.  From 
there  they  went  to  Fort  Morgan,  thence  to  Mobile. 
Ala. ,  by  land,  going  through  the  pine  swamps,  and 
being  thirteen  days  and  nights  in  making  the  trip. 
They  besieged  Sj)anish  Fort,  Ala. ,  for  thirteen  days 
and  captured  it,  taking  1,400  prisoners.  They  lost 
16,000  at  that  place.  They  then  returned  to  Mo- 
bile  City,  andlater  crossed  Tombigbee  River,  where 
they  captured  a  fleet  of  twentj'-two  vessels.  From 
Mobile  they  were  transferred  to  Texas  Landing,  on 
Brazos  Island,  to  Brownsville,  where  they  remained 
until  mustered  out  of  service.  Mr.  Robertson 
came  to  Nebraska  in  the  spring  of  1878,  bought 
160  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  now  well  fenced, 
well  improved,  and  on  which  he  has  good  build- 
ings. A  school-house  is  on  his  place.  He  is  a 
member  of  Richardson  Post  No.  60,  Gr.  A.  R., 
at  Harvard,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
has  made  all  of  his  property  since  coming  to  Ne- 
braska, a  fact  that  speaks  volumes  for  his  energy 
and  perseverance.  Living  as  he  does  in  Harvard 
school  district,  his  family  have  the  advantages  of 
a  good  high  school.  He  has  a  good  young  orchard 
and  plenty  of  forest  trees  on  his  place. 

Dr.  Ferdinand  W.  Rose  is  one  of  the  skillful 
and  eminently  successful  physicians  and  surgeons 
of  Harvard.  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  has  attained 
an  enviable  position  among  the  medical  brethren 
throughout  the  surrounding  country.  He  was 
born  in  Jackson"  County,  Ohio,  September  20, 
1852,  and  was  a  son  of  Horace  P.  and  Margaret 
(Stephenson)  Rose,  the  former  of  whom  was  born 
in  Greenbrier  County,  Va. ,  and  the  latter  in  Jack- 
son County,  Ohio.  Horace  P.  Rose  was  a  son  of 
Charles  and  Francina  (Harless)  Rose,  who  were 
born  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  near  Barce- 
lona, Spain,  respectively.  The  maternal  grand 
parents  were  John  and  Mary  (Shumate)  Stephen- 


son, the  former  a  native  of  the  Highlands  of  Scot 
land  also,  and  the  latter  of  Wales.  John  Stephen- 
son's mother  bore  the  name  of  Helen  Cameron, 
and  was  a  direct  descendant  from  Lochiel,  chief  of 
the  Camerons,  who  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cul 
loden.  The  parents  of  Dr.  Rose  were  married  in 
Jackson  County.  Ohio,  March  16,  1851,  and  be 
came  the  parents  of  eleven  children,  five  sons  and 
four  daughters  being  now  alive,  of  whom  our  sub- 
ject is  the  eldest.  The  father  of  these  children 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  resided  in  Jack 
son  County,  Ohio,  until  his  death.  May  -1,  1886. 
his  widow  still  surviving  him,  her  home  being  in 
that  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
to  manhood  on  the  old  home  farm,  in  his  native 
county,  and  his  winters  were  devoted  to  attending 
the  district  schools  near  his  home,  and  his  summers 
to  following  the  plow.  At  nineteen  years  of  age 
he,  as  a  temporary  pursuit,  took  up  the  avocation 
of  school-teaching,  and  his  labors  at  this  calling 
were  performed  in  Ross  County,  Ohio.  In  the 
spring  of  1875  he  entered  the  Cincinnati  College 
of  Medicine  and  Surgery,  ^yhich  he  attended  dur- 
ing the  spring  term,  but  during  the  winter  of 
that  year,  and  in  1876,  he  taught  another  term  of 
school,  as  a  means  of  defraying  his  expenses  in 
college.  In  the  spring  of  1876  he  returned  to  the 
medical  college  at  Cincinnati,  and,  after  taking  a 
second  course  of  lectures,  he  graduated  June  27, 
1876.  He  at  once  entered  upon  the  practice  of  his 
profession  at  Sharonville,  Pike  County,  Ohio,  but 
in  April,  1877,  he  removed  to  Bowersville,  Greene 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  devoted  himself  to  the 
active  practice  of  his  profession  for  a  period  of 
nine  years.  In  1886  he  came  west  and  located  in 
Harvard,  Neb.,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home, 
and  where  he  is  one  of  the  leading  physicians.  He 
was  married  August  6,  1873,  to  Miss  Hannah  Mc- 
Kinniss,  of  Alma,  Ross  County,  Ohio.  She  was 
born  in  Pike  County,  being  a  daughter  of  William 
and  Lydia  (Slane)  McKinniss,  the  former  of  whom 
died  when  Mrs.  Rose  was  a  small  child.  The 
mother  is  still  living,  her  home  being  in  Sharon- 
ville, Pike  County,  Ohio.  Dr.  Rose  and  his  wife 
have  a  family  of  four  children:  Raymond  I.  (born 
June  27,  1874),  Horace  (June  10.  1877).  Edgar  E. 
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(June  30.  1879),  Leon  C.  (September  20,  1884,  and 
died  March  25,  1889).     Socially  the   Doctor   is  a  [ 
member  of  the  I.   O.  O.  F.,  the  I.  O.  R.  M.,  the  } 
A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  M.  W.  A.     He  is  a  devoted 
member  of  the  Republican  party,   and   takes   an 
active    part  in  local  politics,   doing  all  he   can  to 
promote  the    welfare    of    his    party.      He   is    not 
only  an  active  and  eifective  worker  in  the  private 
councils  of    his  party,    but  he  has   also  won   for 
himself  a  reputation  as  an  eloquent  and  forcible 
stump  speaker.      As  a  physician  he  has  been  very 
successful,    and  he  now  ranks  among   the   at)lest 
practitionei-s  in  this  part  of  the  State,   and  is  a  I 
very  sociable,  agreeable  and  popular  gentleman. 

William  Rousey,  farmer  and  stockman  of  Clay 
County,  Neb. ,  is  a  man  of  marked  character  and 
more  than  ordinary  prominence  in  the  material 
affairs  of  the  county,  and  his  personal  popularity 
results  largely  from  the  industry,  perseverance  and 
close  attention  to  business  which  he  has  displayed 
iu  the  management  of  his  affairs.  He  was  born  in 
Morgan  County,  111.,  November  20,  1836,  and  is  a 
son  of  William  and  Margaret  (Story)  Rousey,  who 
were  native  Virginians,  and  moved  to  the  State  of 
Illinois  about  1828,  having  farmed  in  Tennessee 
for  a  few  years.  They  made  a  farm  in  Morgan  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  and  there  resided  until  the  father's  death, 
which  occurred  in  1837,  his  wife  surviving  him 
until  1884,  when  she  passed  from  life  in  Clay 
County,  Neb.  They  reared  a  family,  consisting  of 
four  sons  and  one  daughter,  to  maturity,  and  all 
are  now  living  and  are  the  heads  of  families.  Will- 
iam Rousey  was  the  youngest  of  the  family,  and 
after  attaining  manhood  he  settled  on  a  farm  in 
Morgan  County,  continuing  until  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska, in  1879,  taking  up  his  abode  on  the  farm 
where  he  now  lives,  which  then  consisted  of  raw 
land  amounting  to  160  acres.  He  has  a  substantial 
one  and  one-half  story  residence,  a  good  barn  and 
other  outbuildings,  and  an  excellent  young  bear 
ing  orchard  of  select  fruits  and  a  young  grove. 
Mr.  Rousey  is  a  stanch  Prohibitionist,  and  does  all 
in  his  power  to  further  the  cause  of  temperance, 
although  he  was  formerly  a  Republican  in  his  po- 
litical views.  In  the  fall  of  1889  he  was  elected 
one  of  the  board  of  supervisors  of  Clay  County, 


and  nearly  ever  since  coming  to  the  State  of  Ne 
braska  he  has  been  a  member  of  his  local  scliodl 
board.  He  was  married  in  Morgan  County,  111., 
on  November  12,  1857,  to  Miss  Jane,  a  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Polly  (Wright)  Gunn,  she  being 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Morgan  County.  To 
them  a  family  of  six  children  have  been  born: 
Harvey  (married,  and  residing  in  Edgar),  Eli,  Ben 
jamiu,  James,  Edward  and  Bertha.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Rousey  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a  Master  Mason  and  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  By  industry  and  deter- 
mination he  has  become  a  representative  agricult- 
urist of  the  county,  and  ranks  high  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides  as  a  man  and  citizen. 
Harry  E.  Rowland,  farmer  and  stockman, 
Davenport,  Neb.  Among  the  many  successful 
tillers  of  the  soil  in  Clay  County,  none  are  more 
deserving  of  mention  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  who  owes  his  nativity  to  Illinois,  his  birth 
occurring  in  Ogle  County,  April  19,  1861.  His 
father.  B.  F.  Rowland,  was  a  native  of  the  Old 
Dominion,  and  when  a  young  man  went  to  Illinois. 
He  settled  in  Ogle  County,  and  was  married  in 
Carroll  County,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Puterbangh,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of 
George  Puterbaugh,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Carroll  County.  Mr.  Rowland  followed  farming 
in  that  county  until  his  death,  which  occurred  Oc- 
tober 1,  1888.  His  wife  survives  him  at  this 
writing  and  resides  on  the  old  homestead.  Harry 
E.  Rowland  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth  of  six 
children,  all  living,  and  five  of  whom  are  married. 
Two  reside  in  Nebraska.  He  attained  his  growth 
in  Ogle  County,  and  remained  with  his  father  uu 
til  his  majority,  receiving  a  good  education  in 
the  common  and  high  schools.  After  this  he  fol- 
lowed farming  in  Ogle  County  until  1885.  when 
on  February  21,  of  that  year,  he  arrived  in  Clay 
County,  Neb.  He  now  has  160  acres  of  fine  till- 
able land,  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation,  has  a 
good  residence,  and  substantial  barns  and  out- 
buildings. He  has  out  a  young  orchard  of  100 
apple  trees,  and  has  plenty  of  small  fruit  of  all 
varieties.  He  was  married  in  Ogle  Count)',  111., 
December  21,  1882,  to  Miss  Mollie  E.  Bittinger, 
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a  native  of  Maryland,  but.  reared  and  educated  in 
Illinois,  and  the  daughter  of  George  Bittinger,  of 
Ogle  County.  There  are  two  children  by  this 
marriage:  Gracie  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Rowland  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers"  Alliance,  and  an  honest, 
upright  citizen. 

A.  R.  Rudd  is  a  proper  representative  of  the 
prosperous  business  men  of  the  county,  and  since 
Peliriiary,  1887,  he  has  Ijeen  engaged  in  the  mer- 
cantile business  at  Ong.  He  was  one  of  the  first 
to  locate  at  this  place,  and  his  first  stock  of  goods 
was  quite  small,  but  he  increased  it  from  time  to 
time,  and  he  is  now  occupying  an  excellent  new 
store  building  which  he  built  and  into  which  he 
moved  in  March,  1889.  Mr.  Rudd  carries  a  gen- 
eral stock  of  goods,  large  and  well  selected,  and 
being  intelligent,  active  and  accommodating  he 
has  won  a  liberal  share  of  public  patronage.  Mr. 
Rudd  is  a  Republican  in  politics  and  has  held  to 
the  principles  and  supported  the  men  and  meas- 
ures of  that  party  ever  since  he  attained  his  ma- 
jority. On  March  10,  1889,  he  was  appointed 
postmaster  of  Ong,  and  the  office  is  held  in  his 
store.  He  has  held  othei-  positions  of  trust,  such  as 
town  clerk,  and  in  all  has  discharged  his  duties  in 
a  highly  satisfactory  manner.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  socially  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  was  born  in  Sweden, 
October  3,  1865,  but  in  18<')9  emigrated  with  his  par- 
enfs  to  the  United  States,  and  after  a  short  resi- 
dence in  York  State  they  removed  to  Massachusetts, 
and  in  this  State  Mr.  Rudd  was  principally  reared 
and  educated,  although  he  took  a  course  in  the 
Galesburg  Commercial  College  in  1S87,  just  prior 
to  his  engaging  in  business  in  Ong,  having  come  to 
this  State  in  1877.  His  parents,  C.  J.  and  Gustava 
C.  Rudd,  were  both  born  in  Sweden,  and  are  now 
residing  in  Clay  County,  Neb. 

Jonathan  Sanderson,  farmer  and  stockman, 
Ong,  Clay  County,  Neb.  Jonathan  Sanderson 
was  born  in  Yorkshire,  England,  December  5, 
1837.  His  parents,  Thomas  and  Frances  (Bland) 
Sanderson,  were  natives  of  England,  and  with 
their  family  came  to  the  United  States  in  Septem- 
ber, 1851.  They  located  in  Columbia  County, 
Wis.,  where  they  were  among  the  pioneer  settlers, 


and  there  the  father  tilled  the  soil  until  his  death 
in  1880.  His  wife  died  soon  after  coming  here. 
Thornas  Sanderson  was  collector  of  government 
taxes  and  duties  in  England,  for  over  twenty  years, 
but  resigned  his  office  to  come  to  America.  Jona- 
than Sanderson  remained  with  his  father  until 
after  he  became  of  age,  then  followed  lumbering 
for  about  six  years.  In  Dane  County,  Wis.,  in 
the  fall  of  1809,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Rebecca 
McCloughau,  only  daughter  of  William  and  Mary 
McCloughan.  She  was  born  in  Summit  County, 
Ohio,  but  her  parents  came  to  Wisconsin  when  she 
was  a  child.  Jonathan  Sanderson  and  wife  have 
eight  children,  five  boys  and  three  girls;  they  are 
all  at  home.  The  eldest  daughter  is  a  school- 
teacher of  Clay  County.  In  the  spring  of  1872 
he  moved  to  Nebraska  and  homesteaded  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides.  His  farm  is  located  one 
and  one-half  miles  from  Ong,  and  consists  of  240 
acres  of  tine  tillable  land  which  is  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  The  place  is  well  improved, 
having  a  large  residence,  good  barns,  and  every 
thing  convenient.  There  is  a  good  grove  of  twelve 
acres,  besides  a  young  orchard  of  150  apple  trees 
and  small  fruits  and  shrubs,  which  is  beginning  to 
j  bear;  also  about  ten  acres  of  native  timber.  In 
I  connection  with  agricultural  pursuits  Mr.  Sander- 
[  son  has  been  giving  some  attention  to  the  breeding 
of  Short  horn  cattle  and  Poland-China  hogs.  He 
!  began  dealing  in  the  former  in  187,4,  at  that  time 
introducing  that  kind  of  cattle  into  the  neighbor- 
hood. In  1878  he  increased  his  stock,  and  now 
has  about  twenty  head,  all  registered.  These  cat- 
tle are  as  fine  animals  as  are  to  be  found  in  the 
county,  they  having  taken  several  premiums  at  the 
county  fairs.  Mr.  Sanderson  was  one  of  the  few 
who  organized  the  Harvest  Home  in  Logan  Town- 
ship. It  resembles  a  fair  and  picnic  and  is  kept 
up  in  the  interest  of  the  farmers.  It  is  the  only 
one  in  Clay  County.  In  politics  he  is  a  Repub- 
lican and  always  has  been  one.  He  has  held  the 
office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for  two  or  more  terms, 
and  has  been  one  of  the  school  board  nearly  all  the 
time,  and  has  held  other  local  offices.  At  present 
he  is  township  clerk,  and  fills  the  office  in  a  satis- 
factory manner.      He  and  wife  and  eldest  son  and 
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daughter  are  members  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Ong. 

David  B.  Sanborn.  In  enumerating  the  enter- 
prising and  progressive  agriculturists  and  stock- 
men of  Clay  County  Mr.  Sanborn  must  not  be 
overlooked,  for  he  is  in  every  respect  a  self-made 
man,  and  has  slowly  but  surely  climbed  the  ladder 
of  success  until  he  is  now  acknowledged  to  be  one 
of  the  leading  men  of  the  county.  He  was  born 
in  Erie  County,  N.  Y.,  October  24,  1830,  his  par- 
ents, John  T.  and  Susanna  (Hubbard)  Sanborn, 
being  natives  of  New  Hampshire  and  New  York, 
respectively.  After  attaining  manhood  the  father 
went  to  York  State  and  was  there  married  and 
made  his  home  until  1840,  at  which  time  he  re- 
moved to  McHenry  County,  111.,  reaching  the  lat- 
ter State  in  March,  1841.  Here  Mr.  Sanborn  re- 
sided until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  November, 
1855,  his  wife  dying  in  February,  1877.  Their 
family,  consisting  of  four  sons  and  five  daughters, 
grew  to  mature  years,  and  three  sons  and  two 
daughters  are  living  at  the  present  time.  David 
B.  Sanborn  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood 
in  Henry  Coiinty,  111.,  and  in  the  month  of  March, 
1864,  enlisted  from  there  in  the  Union  army,  taking 
his  brother's  place  in  Company  A,  after  it  had 
been  consolidated  with  Company  E.  Fifteenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the 
war,  proving  a  faithful  and  trusty  soldier.  He  was 
taken  prisoner  after  the  fall  of  Atlanta  and  was 
kept  a  pri.soner  for  six  months,  four  months  being 
spent  in  Andersonville.  While  a  prisoner  he  made 
his  escape,  but  was  run  down,  shot  and  recaptured. 
Upon  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  McHenry  County,  and  after  being  engaged 
in  farming  until  1N71,  went  to  Chicago,  and  was 
driver  for  a  street  railway  company  there  for  about 
three  years.  In  1874  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  the 
same  year  purchased  the  farm  where  he  is  now  re- 
siding, twenty-five  acres  being  Bt  that  time  under 
cultivation.  At  different  times  since  he  has  made 
purchases  of  land,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  246 
acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  under  wire  fence  and 
is  a  fine  body  of  land.  Near  his  residence  is  an 
orchard  of  about  200  trees,  and  his  buildings  are 


all  in  good  condition.  He  has  always  been  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
organization,  and  he  has  held  some  local  positions 
ot  honor  and  trust  in  the  county.  He  was  married 
in  McHenry  County,  111.,  November  1,  1876,  to 
Miss  Anna  L.  Wiltshire,  a  native  of  Ohio,  but 
reared  in  Illinois,  a  daughter  of  George  Wiltshire. 
a  native  of  England.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sanborn  are 
the  parents  of  the  following  children:  Frank  J., 
Charles  D.,  George  A.  and  John  A.,  the  last  two 
named  being  twins. 

Louis  H.  Schaaf.  Nothing  so  markedly  shows 
the  strength  and  prosperity  of  a  community  as 
the  number  of  large  concerns  engaged  in  hand- 
ling the  staple  necessities  of  life,  and  prominent 
among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  grocery  estab- 
lishment belonging  to  Mr.  Schaaf.  He  was  born 
in  Jersey ville.  111.,  July  12,  1857,  and  is  a  son  of 
Henry  andSabra  (Bingham)  Schaaf,  who  were  born 
in  Germany  and  New  York  State  in  1832  and  1836, 
respectively.  The  Schaafs  were  early  residents 
of  Illinois,  and  the  grandfather  was  one  of  the 
first  millers  and  built  the  first  mill  in  Jersey  Count}'. 
Henry  Schaaf  died  in  St.  Mary's,  Mo.,  in  185S,  but 
his  wife  is  still  living,  and  is  a  resident  of  Edgar, 
Neb.  Louis  H.  Schaaf  was  the  younger  of  two 
children  and  was  reared  in  Illinois,  there  receiv- 
ing his  educational  advantages,  which  were  only 
such  as  the  common  schools  afforded.  In  1878 
he  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  after  being 
engaged  in  farming  near  Edgar  for  two  years  he 
began  clerking,  this  occupation  receiving  his  at- 
tention for  three  years.  He  then  opened  a  grocery 
establishment  at  Edgar,  continuing  alone  for  about 
a  year  and  a  half,  and  then  became  associated  in 
the  same  business  with  George  H.  Van  Antwerp, 
their  partnership  lasting  until  April,  1889,  when 
Mr.  Schaaf  sold  out  to  William  Westering,  and  on 
June  15,  1889,  he  opened  his  present  establish 
raent  at  Sutton.  Although  he  has  been  established 
here  a  very  short  time  he  has  built  up  a  trade  and 
founded  a  reputation  which  ranks  him  in  every 
way  but  in  age  with  the  oldest  houses  of  the  county. 
He  has  made  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  is 
now  a  leading  business  man  and  a  highly  esteemed 
resident  of  the  coirnty.      He  was  married  on  April 


],  1872  to  Miss  Louisa  Keller,  who  was  born  near 
Chicago,  111.,  in  1863.  They  have  two  children: 
Leslie  and  an  infant  unnamed.  Mr.  Schaaf  is  an 
uncompromising  Iiepublican,and  socially  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  a  charter  member  of 
Edgar  Lodge  No.  50.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

J.  H.  C.  Scherich,  farmer  and  stockman,  In- 
land, Neb.  The  estate  which  is  owned  by  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  tinest  in  Clay 
County,  and  it  is  but  the  repetition  of  a  iruth  well 
known  to  say  that  no  man  is  more  deserving  of  the 
possessions  which  he  enjoys  than  Mr.  Scherich. 
He  was  born  in  York  County,  Pa.,  in  184'2,  but 
was  reared  near  Harrisburg,  Cumberland  County, 
and  was  the  tifth  of  a  family  of  seven  children,  the 
result  of  the  union  of  John  and  Rachel  (Millard) 
Scherich,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
latter  the  daughter  of  Isaac  MUlard,  of  York 
County,  Pa.  John  Scherich  was  a  native  of  Lan- 
caster County,  his  birth  occurring  in  1812,  and 
was  married  in  York  County,  Pa.,  to  Miss  Millard, 
who  bore  him  the  following  children:  Christian, 
Ann  Jane,  John  A.,  Phoebe  S.,  J.  H.  C,  Rachel 
E.  and  Wintield.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation, and  also  carried  on  the  carpenter  trade. 
He  died  in  Pennsylvania  in  1885.  The  mother 
was  born  in  181-1:  and  is  still  living  in  the  Key- 
stone State.  Both  were  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church.  J-  H.  C.  Scherich  received  a 
good  practical  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
in  1864  enlisted  in  Company  F,  Two  Hundred  and 
First  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
one  year,  or  until  the  surrender.  He  was  dis- 
charged in  the  fall  of  1865.  In  the  last  named 
year  he  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret  R.  Kerr,  a 
native  of  Fulton  County,  Pa.,  born  in  1842,  and  the 
daughter  of  Samuel  and  Mary  (Blair)  Kerr.  Mr. 
Kerr  died  in  1854  but  his  wife,  who  was  born  in 
1822,  is  now  living  and  is  a  resident  of  Inland, 
Neb.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Scherich  engaged  in 
cultivating  the  soil,  and  in  the  spring  of  1872  em- 
igrated to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  where  he  took  up 
160  acres  of  land,  where  he  now  lives,  and  to  this 
he  has  since  added  eighty  more  acres.  He  has  im- 
proved  the   same  and   is   one   of  the    substantial 


farmers  of  the  coiiuty.  He  is  interested  in  the 
raising  of  stock,  Hereford  cattle,  Poland-China 
hogs  and  Norman  and  Clydesdale  horses.  He  has 
a  good  orchard  and  a  nice  grove  on  his  place. 
Being  one  of  the  pioneers  he  has  seen  the  com- 
plete growth  and  development  of  the  county,  and 
has  aided  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  its  general 
good.  To  hig  marriage  were  born  eight  chil 
dren:  Annetta  (now  Mrs.  Charles  Kelley,  of  In- 
land), Harry  E.,  John  F.,  Asher  E.,  Carrie  O., 
Minnie  M.,  Clarence  R.  and  Millard  B.,  all  at 
home.  Mr.  Scherich  is  considerably  interested  in 
political  affairs  and  votes  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  likes  Nebraska,  and  thinks  it  a  line 
State  for  farming  and  stock  raising.  He  is  inter- 
ested in  schools  and  churches,  and  has  been  a 
member  of  the  school  board. 

John  Schlachter,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Glen- 
ville.  Neb.  Mr.  Schlachter  is  another  of  those 
of  foreign  birth  who  have  come  into  this  county 
and  made  for  themselves  comfortable  homes,  be- 
coming respected  citizens  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  in  Norden,  Germany,  in  1841,  and  is  the 
fourth  in  a  family  of  eight  children,  the  result 
of  the  union  of  Robert  H.  and  Sarah  (Harmes) 
Schlachter,  who  were  married  in  1838.  Both  par- 
ents were  natives  of  Germany,  and  the  father  was 
born  in  1803.  He  was  a  ship  carpenter  by  trade 
and  followed  the  sea  much  of  his  life.  He  emi- 
grated to  the  United  States  in  1851,  settled  in 
Peoria  County,  111.,  and  there  made  his  home 
for  eight  years,  after  which  he  moved  to  Woodford 
County,  dying  there  in  1880.  He  was  a  successful 
business  man,  and  in  his  political  views  affiliated 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  was  the  son  of 
Henry  Schlachter.  The  mother  of  our  subject  was 
the  daughter  of  H.  Harmes,  a  native  of  Germany. 
She  died  in  1880.  Both  she  and  her  husband  were 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church.  They  reared 
the  following  children:  Henry,  Hero,  Mary,  John, 
Dina,  Lena,  Charles  and  Robert.  John  Schlach- 
ter was  about  ten  years  of  age  when  he  came  to 
this  country  with  his  parents,  and  attended  school 
in  Illinois.  In  1862  he  started  out  for  himself  as 
a  farmer,  and  this  occupation  he  has  continued  to 
follow    successfully    since.      He   was    married,    in 
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1865,  to  Miss  Louisa  Kampmana,  daughter  of  Cas- 
par and  Lizzie  (Thake)  Kampmann,  both  natives  of 
German}'.  Her  parents  came  to  the  United  States, 
settled  in  New  York  in  1851,  and  later  came  to 
Illinois.  There  they  both  received  their  final  sum- 
mons in  1885.  Mr.  Schlachter  farmed  in  Illinois 
until  1880,  when  he  moved  to  Nebraska  and  settled 
on  his  present  property  in  Inland  Township,  Clay 
County.  He  bou£;ht  at  that  time  160  acres,  and 
now  has  a  half  section  of  good  land,  all  improved, 
with  a  fine  orchard,  groves,  and  excellent  buildings. 
He  is  also  interested  in  stock-raising  and  has  some 
tine  hogs  and  cattle.  He  has  been  successful  since 
coming  to  this  State,  and  fully  appreciates  the 
comforts  of  a  compensation  gained  by  individual 
efforts.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born  ten  living 
children:  Robert  H.,  Lizzie  (now  Mrs.  Myer). 
Louis  William,  Clara,  Mary.  Sarah,  Ida,  Louisa, 
Flora  and  Ella.  Two  children,  Martha  and  Henry, 
are  deceased.  In  polities  Mr.  Schlachter  is  a  de- 
cided Republican. 

Ludwig  Schuck,  retired  farmer,  Glenville,  Neb. 
Of  German  birth  and  antecedents,  Mr.  Schuck 
possesses  to  a  remarkable  degree  the  qualities 
which  seem  to  characterize  those  of  German  de- 
scent— frugality,  industry,  perseverance  and  strict 
attention  to  business.  His  parents,  Adam  and 
Catharine  (Kuntz)  Schuck,  were  natives  of  the 
same  country  and  were  people  of  like  habits.  The 
father  was  a  weaver  by  trade.  Ludwig  Schuck 
was  born  in  Germany,  in  1822,  and  was  the  sixth 
of  eight  children  born  to  his  parents:  Barbara, 
John,  George,  Eva,  Charles,  Ludwig,  Henry  and 
Christina.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in 
Germany  in  1837,  and  the  mother  in  1851.  Lud- 
wig's  early  life  and  school  days  were  spent  in  Ger- 
many. In  lS41t  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
settled  in  Boston  for  a  few  months,  and  then,  in 
1850,  emigrated  to  Illinois,  where  he  followed 
farming  in  Woodford  County.  He  was  married  in 
Marshall  County,  111. ,  in  1858,  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Mick,  a  native  of  Germany,  and  the  daughter  of 
Frederick  and  Barbara  Mick,  also  natives  of  that 
country.  The  father  died  in  Germany,  but  the 
mother  died  in  Illinois  in  1874,  having  emigrated  to 
this  country  in  1822.     To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and 


Mrs.  Schuck  were  born  seven  children  (four  now 
living):  Mary  A.,  Catherine  (died  in  1862),  Clara 
E.,  Jacob,  Margaret,  Henry  (died  in  1876)  and 
Frederick  (died  in  1878).  Mr.  Schuck  came  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  in  1875,  bought  320  acres  of 
railroad  land,  and  to  this  he  has  since  added  160 
acres,  making  one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  town- 
ship. He  has  his  land  well  improved,  and  is  a 
prominent  and  much  esteemed  citizen.  He  and 
Mrs.  Schuck  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 
Mr.  Schuck  takes  quite  an  interest  in  political 
affairs,  and  is  a  Democrat.  He  is  interested  in 
schools,  churches,  and  all  things  for  the  good  of 
the  county.  His  son,  Jacob,  is  farming  for  himself 
on  Section  29,  land  owned  by  his  father,  and  the 
latter  is  now  retired  from  active  life. 

Charles  Schuck,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  In- 
land, Neb.  Located  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the 
finest  agricultural  centers  of  Clay  County,  the 
farm  which  Mr.  Schucft  now  owns  and  occupies  is 
conceded  to  be  among  the  best  in  this  vicinity,  and 
this  is  saying  not  a  little,  for  on  every  hand  may 
be  seen  superior  places  whose  ownership  indicate 
thrift  and  prosperity.  He  was  born  in  Germany 
iu  1844,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Margaret 
(Shwager)  Schuck,  both  natives  of  Germany,  the 
father  l)orn  in  1815.  He  was  a  .stone-mason  by 
trade,  and  followed  this  for  many  years.  To  his 
marriage  were  born  three  children:  Charles,  Mag- 
gie and  Katie.  The  father  died  at  the  age  of 
sixty-four,  and  the  mother,  who  was  born  in  1817, 
followed  him  to  the  grave  two  years  later.  Charles 
Schuck  attended  school  in  his  native  country,  and 
in  1866  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locating 
in  Woodford  Corauty,  111.,  where  he  followed  farm- 
ing. This  he  continued  for  about  eight  years,  and 
in  1869  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Newman,  who 
died  during  the  first  year  of  their  married  life. 
He  was  married  again  in  1871  to  Miss  Katie  Engel, 
who  died  iu  1876,  leaving  him  one  child,  Lizzie. 
Mr.  Schuck  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  1875  and 
bought  railroad  land,  160  acres  in  all.  His  third 
marriage  occurred  in  this  State  to  Miss  Augusta 
Fitcke,  of  Clay  County,  and  to  them  have  been 
born  seven  children:  Anna.  Ida,  Louisa,  John, 
Mary,  Etta  and  Charles.      Mr.  Schuck  began  im- 
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mediately  to  improve  his  land,  and  the  same  sys- 
tematic condition  of  affairs  about  his  home  is 
apparent  in  his  course  as  a  man.  Thorough  in  all 
that  he  does,  he  allows  no  worthy  movement  to 
drag  for  want  of  support  if  in  his  power  to  help  it. 
He  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  land,  all  under 
cultivation  and  fenced,  and  has  one  of  the  finest 
places  in  the  county.  In  188'2  he  was  constable  of 
Inland  Township,  and  was  also  school  director. 
After  this  he  was  assessor  for  three  years,  and  has 
been  supervisor  of  Inland  Township.  Formerly 
he  had  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket,  but  he 
is  now  a  Democrat.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
German  Congregational  Church,  which  he  assisted 
in  organizing.  He  is  deeply  interested  in  the 
upbuilding  of  schools  and  churches. 

George  P.  Schwab,  treasurer  of  Marshall  Town- 
ship, and  one  of  Clay  County's  most  successful  and 
enterprising  citizens,  is  a  native  of  Hesse-Darm- 
stadt, Germany,  born  April  23,  1835,  a  son  of  John 
Henry  and  Margaret  (Kuhl)  Schwab,  natives  of  the 
same  country.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  the 
United  States  with  his  parents  in  1847,  the  father 
locating  in  Lee  County,  111.,  where  he  spent  the 
remainder  of  his  life,  and  there  George  P.  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm,  securing  a  very  lim- 
ited education.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one  years  he 
beo'an  farming  for  himself,  and  two  yeai-s  later  set 
tied  on  a  farm  in  Bureau  County  until  March, 
1S80,  when  he  came  to  Clay  County,  buying  land 
in  Marshall  Township,  near  where  he  now  lives, 
and  the  following  fall  built  his  present  house  and 
bought  the  farm,  it  being  the  north  half  of  Section 
10.  His  house  and  barns  are  probably  the  best  in 
the  township.  Mr.  Schwab  owns  altogether  1,280 
acres  of  land  in  Marshall  Township,  and  the  school 
district  in  which  he  lives.  He  is  the  most  exten- 
sive stock  raiser  in  the  township,  having  a  number 
of  fine  specimens  of  graded  cattle  and  horses,  be- 
ing one  of  the  first  in  this  line  in  the  township. 
February  7,  1858,  he  married  Miss  Katherine 
Keiper,  a  native  of  Germany,  born  April  13,  1840, 
by  whom  he  has  thirteen  children,  namely :  Heniy 
G.  (born  December  10,  1858),  Conrad  (born  Octo- 
ber 7,  1860),  Mary   M.    (born   November  4,  1862, 


wife  of  John  Anthes),  John  G.  (born  February  11, 
1865),  Phillip  J.  (born  May  20,  1867),  Albert  H. 
(born  August  18,  1869),  William  F.  (born  Novem- 
ber 26,  1871),  Carl  F.  (born  February  17,  1874, 
died  November  3,  1887),  George  W.  (born  June 
27,  1876),  Daniel  H.  (born  December  17,  1878), 
Josephine  F.  (born  April  13,  1881),  Malinda  M. 
(born  September  12,  1883),  Benjamin  T.  (born 
August  23,  1886).  Mr.  'Schwab  has  l)een  a  Re- 
publican since  1856,  but  is  now  an  ally  of  the  Anti- 
Monopolists,  being  an  active  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance,  and  president  of  Marshall  Alliance. 
Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

Frank  H.  Scott  is  a  prominent  young  grocer  of 
Harvard,  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and  is  a  striking  ex- 
ample of  the  success  which  usually  attends  hard 
work  and  honest  dealing.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Cowansville,  in  the  province  of  Quebec,  Canada, 
October  27,  1866,  and  is  a  son  of  Plinny  and  Can- 
dace  V.  (Beard)  Scott,  who  were  also  born  in  Cow- 
ansville, the  former  May  31,  1836.  He  was  a  son 
of  Plinny  and  Lydia  (Bull)  Scott,  who  were  born 
in  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  wife  of  Plinny  Scott 
was  born  Octol)er  19,  1839,  and  was  a  daughter  of 
Oliver  and  Hannah  (Clark)  Beard,  who  were  na- 
tives of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire.  The  parents 
of  Frank  H.  Scott  were  married  near  Cowansville, 
Canada,  October  27,  1858,  and  reared  a  family  of 
three  children,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  the  youngest,  he  and  a  brother  and  sister  being 
the  members  of  the  family:  Albert  P.,  Lucia  L. 
and  Frank  H.  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
at  Harvard,  Neb. ,  November  22,  1888.  The  father, 
whose  occupation  has  been  that  of  a  contractor  and 
builder,  is  still  living,  his  home  being  in  Harvard, 
where  he  located  with  his  family  in  1880.  Frank 
H.  Scott  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  town, 
and  received  his  early  education  in  Missiquoi  High 
School  of  Cowansville.  At  the  age  of  fourteen 
years  he  accompanied  his  parents  to  Harvard,  Neb. , 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  and  in  that  place 
he  is  now  one  of  the  leading  business  men.  He 
first  entered  the  employ  of  the  Gilchrist  Brothers, 
clerking  in  their  grocery  store  for  six  consecutive 
years,  engaging,  on  November  1,  1886,  in  business 
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for  himself,  and  has  given  it  his  entire  attention 
ever  since,  being  at  the  present  time  a  prosperous 
merchant.  He  sells  his  goods  at  little  money,  and 
has  deservedly  acquired  a  comfortable  competency, 
for  his  start  in  business  was  obtained  by  saving  his 
money  while  clerkiog.  His  stock  of  goods  will 
invoice  at  $8,000,  and  he  does  an  annual  business 
of  between  $35,000  and  $40,000.  He  is  also  the 
owner  of  valuable  real-estate,  consisting  of  seven- 
teen lots,  three  of  which  are  improved  with  resi- 
dences. He  is  a  member  of  the  Episcopal  Church, 
and  he  also  belongs  to  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  M.  W. 
A.  In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Democrat.  He 
is  an  enterprising  young  man,  whose  business 
(jualitications  are  of  a  very  high  order,  and  he 
has  a  large  circle  of  friends,  among  whom  he  is 
very  popular. 

C.  H.  Searle.  For  something  over  seven  years 
Mr.  Searle  has  been  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  contributing  in  many  ways  to 
its  advancement  and  progress,  especially  as  re- 
gards stock-raising  and  agriculture.  As  a  breeder 
of  fine  stock  he  is  well  known  throughout  the  Mid- 
dle and  Western  States.  He  has  devoted  his  atten- 
tion to  the  breeding  of  Holstein  cattle,  Duroc  Jer- 
sey and  Poland  China  swine.  The  foundation  of 
his  fine  herd  of  Holsteins  was  purchased  from  the 
celebrated  "  Shadeland  Stock  Farm,"  owned  by 
Powell  Bros.,  at  Springboro,  Pa.,  and  by  careful 
breeding  he  has  built  up  a  herd  of  exceptional 
merit.  He  already  has  a  fine  display  of  ribbons 
won  on  his  cattle  at  the  Omaha  and  Lincoln  fairs. 
He  also  has  as  fine  a  herd  of  swine,  both  in  num- 
ber and  quality,  as  can  be  found  in  the  State.  He 
is  the  owner  of  the  noted  hog  Derby,  said  to  be  the 
largest  hog  in  the  United  States,  also  many  other 
animals  which  have  been  prize  winners  at  such  fairs 
as  Kansas  City,  St.  Louis  and  St.  Joseph,  as  well 
as  Omaha  and  Lincoln.  There  is  probably  no  man 
in  the  State  more  extensively  engaged  in  fine  stock 
breeding  than  he,  and  his  example  has  served  as  an 
impiilse  to  others  to  follow  him  in  this  industry, 
and  to  him,  therefore,  is  largely  due  the  credit  for 
so  many  classes  of  fine  stock  in  Clay  County  to-day. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Clay  County  Agri 
cultural  Society,  and  was  in  1889  made  a  director 


of  the  "American  Duroc  Jersey  Swine  Breeder's  As- 
sociation," at  its  convention  in  Chicago,  an  honor 
which  came  to  him  unsought.  It  is  perhaps  un 
necessary  to  say  that  he  is  a  man  of  energy,  pro 
gressive  spirit,  and  clear  perception,  unassuming 
in  his  manners  and  liberal  in  his  contributions  to 
worthy  enterprises,  and  when  we  add  that  he  is  an 
earnest  worker  in  the  Presbyterian  Church,  in 
which  he  is  an  elder,  enough  has  been  said  to  show 
his  worth  in  any  community.  He  was  born  in  West 
Andover.  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  February  16, 
1856,  being  the  second  son  of  S.  E.  Searle,  a  na- 
tive of  the  old  "Bay  State."  C.  H.  Searle  was 
educated  in  his  native  State,  graduating  from 
Grand  River  Institute  in  1878,  afterward  pursuing 
a  special  course  at  Oberlin  College.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Madison,  Lake  County,  Ohio,  in  1881,  to 
Miss  Carrie  Ford,  a  native  of  Lake  County,  and 
daughter  of  Deacon  James  Ford,  of  Madison.  Mrs. 
Searle  also  graduated  at  Grand  River  Institute, 
in  the  same  class  with  Mr.  Searle,  afterward  study- 
ing at  Oberlin.  Their  family  consists  of  four  chil- 
dren:   Ralph  H.,  Albert  A.,  Ida  A.  and  Carl  C. 

Marcellus  Sechler  is  one  of  the  well-known  and 
esteemed  farmers  and  stockmen  of  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  and  siuce  1883  has  resided  on  his  present 
farm,  although  during  the  year  1879  he  had  re- 
sided here  for  a  short  time.  He  was  born  in 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  in  April,  1855,  his  pa- 
rents, Joseph  and  Eleanor  (Rhodes)  Sechler,  being 
also  natives  of  that  State.  The  father  was  a  farm- 
er and  cooper  by  trade,  and  resided  in  Pennsyl- 
vania until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1865,  his 
wife  having  died  in  1857.  Marcellus  Sechler  at- 
tained manhood  in  his  native  county,  but  imbued 
with  the  idea  that  the  West  afforded  better  op- 
portunities for  a  young  man,  he  came  to  Illinois, 
and  for  one  year  was  a  resident  of  Carroll  County. 
In  1879  he  settled  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  but  re- 
turned to  Pennsylvania  three  years  later,  and  was 
married  there  on  July  29,  1883,  to  Miss  Minnie 
Shannon,  a  native  of  Somerset  County,  and  a 
daughter  of  Aaron  Shannon,  of  that  county.  Mr. 
Sechler  again  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  fall  of  1882, 
and  has  been  residing  on  the  old  Johnson  farm 
for   the   past   six  years,   it  comprising  160  acres. 
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owned  by  Howard  Brothers.  Mr.  Sechler  has  been 
successful  in  his  enterprises  and  is  now  in  easy 
circumstances.  He  and  wife  have  two  children: 
Harry  and  Harvey;  Ella,  a  daughter,  died  recently, 
aged  about  twenty  months.  Mr.  Sechler  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  being  one  of  the  executive  comiuittee  in 
the  last  named  order. 

Guy  W.  Secord  was  born  near  London,  Can- 
ada, on  July  29,  1855,  being  a  son  of  Steven  A. 
and  Ruth  (Rouse)  Secord,  who  were  also  born 
there.  In  1856  the  family  moved  to  the  vStates 
and  settled  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  where  the 
father  followed  the  occupation  of  lead  miner.  He 
was  di'owned  on  December  24,  1860,  while  crossing 
the  Apple  River,  and  fourteen  years  later  his  wife' s 
death  occurred.  Thus  left  to  depend  upon  his 
own  resources  at  the  early  age  of  seven  years,  Guy 
W.  began  working  out  among  the  neighbors  in  the 
vicinity,  receiving  his  board  and  clothes  for  the 
lirst  two  years,  after  which  he  began  receiving 
small  wages.  His  early  educational  advantages 
were  quite  limited,  biit  the  advantages  he  did  re- 
ceive were  improved  to  the  utmost,  and  possessing 
a  quick  perception  and  a  good  memory  he  made 
good  progress  in  his  studies.  After  remaining  in 
the  State  of  Illinois  until  1870,  he  went  to  Page 
County,  Iowa,  working  on  farms  at  intervals,  and 
spending  a  portion  of  his  time  in  Kansas  until 
1885,  when  he  came  to  the  fertile  prairies  of  Ne- 
braska and  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Clay 
County,  which  comprises  his  present  farm.  He  de- 
serves much  credit  for  the  admirable  way  in  which 
he  has  surmounted  the  difficulties  which  have  strewn 
his  pathway  through  life,  and  by  his  own  labor 
and  good  management  he  has  secured  a  handsome 
competency,  and  is  now  one  of  the  representative 
j  farmers  of  the  county.  He  has  always  been  of  a 
!  charitable  disposition,  and  has  ever  been  found 
ready  to  extend  the  right  hand  of  fellowship  to 
those  not  so  fortunate  as  himself.  On  January  12, 
1881,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Sylvia  Rodman,  a 
daughter  of  Antrim  and  Frances  (Hadden)  Rod- 
mnn,  natives  of  the  "  Hoosier  State."  Mrs.  Se- 
cord was  born  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  February  3, 
1857,  and  her  uuion  with  Mr.  Secord  has  resulted 
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in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Maud  E. ,  RoscoeC, 
Katie  M.  and  Charles  W.  Mr.  Secord  has  al 
ways  been  a  Republican,  somewhat  favoring  the 
Anti-Monopoly  movement.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance. 

T.  D.  Shaw  is  the  owner  of  438  acres  of  land 
in  Clay  County,   Neb.,   his   first  purchase  of   160 
acres  being  made  the  first  year  of  his  arrival  here, 
1870.     He  was  born  in  Hancock  County,  Ohio,  in 
1848,  and  his  school   days  were  spent  in  Illinois, 
whither  his  parents  moved  from  Ohio  about  1855. 
j  He  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
'   of  twenty-two  years,  and  in   1860  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Maggie,  a  daughter  of  Moses  and 
Harriet  (Eliott)  Johnson,  who  were  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania.    This  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Lewis  M. ,  Jennie  and  James,  all  of  whom 
reside  with  their  father.     Mr.  Shaw  has  a  very  high 
1   opinion  of  Nebraska  as  a  farming  region,  and  in 
I   a  period  of  nineteen  years  has  lost  but  one  crop. 
j  His  farm  is  also  well  adapted  to  stock  raising,  and 
j   Mr.  Shaw  has  now  an  excellent  grade  of  Short- 
i   horn    cattle    and    Poland-China    hogs.       On    first 
I  coming  here  Mr.  Shaw  received  his  mail  at  a  town 
I   fifty  miles  away,  and  was  compelled  to  go  ninety- 
;   five  miles  (to  Beatrice)  for  his  provisions.      He  is 
the   second    child    born  to    Lewis   and    Margaret 
(Downing)  Shaw,  both  Ohio   people.       They  were 
married  when  the  father  was  nineteen  years  of  age, 
and  their   union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  ten 
children:    John  (now  living  in  Logan  County,  111.), 
i   T.  D.,  William  (who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years), 
Dorcas  (Mrs.  Shout,  living  in  Illinois),  Sarah  (Mrs. 
j  Bridges,  also  residing  in  Illinois),  George  (who  was 
killed  by  the  cars  at  the  age  of  thirteen),  Elizabeth 
(who  died  from  being  burned  when  nine  years  old). 
Emma  (who  died  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years), 
Nancy  (who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years)  and  James 
(living  in  Illinois).      Both  parents  are  living,  and 
reside   in  Logan  County,   111.,  the  former  a  Free 
Mason  socially,  and  politically  a  Democrat. 

Thomas  Shea,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Inland, 
Neb.  Thomas  Shea  first  saw  the  light  of  day  in  the 
Emerald  Isle  in  1836,  and  was  the  youngest  of 
twelve  children,  the  fruits  of  the  union  of  Thomas 
and  Ellen   (Shea)    Shea,  natives  also  of  Ireland. 
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They  were  married  there,  and  of  their  large  fam- 
ily only  our  subject  is  now  living.  Shortly  after 
the  birth  of  the  latter  his  parents  emigrated  to  the 
United  States,  and  settled  in  Putnam  Connty,  111., 
where  the  father  worked  on  the  canal.  He  died 
in  La  Salle  County,  111.,  in  1846,  and  his  wife  pre- 
vious to  this,  in  the  same  connty,  in  1842.  Thomas 
Shea  was  left  an  orphan  when  about  ten  years  of 
age,  and  he  started  out  for  himself  by  working  on 
the  railroad  for  a  number  of  years.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  La  Salle  Connty,  111.,  in  1857,  to  Miss 
Ellen  Halleran,  daughter  of  Michael  Halleran, 
and  to  them  were  born  nine  children:  Thomas, 
Michael,  Patrick,  John,  James,  Joseph  and  Will- 
iam; two  deceased,  Mary  and  Ellen.  Mr.  Shea 
settled  in  Livingston  County,  111.,  in  1862,  and 
there  tilled  the  soil  for  twelve  years.  He  then 
emigrated  to  Old  Inland,  Adams  County,  Neb.,  in 
1873,  bought  railroad  land,  and  moved  his  family 
there  in  the  fall  of  that  year..  He  bought  a  sec- 
tion of  land  in  Clay  Connty,  but  sold  160  acres, 
and  bought  the  same  number  of  acres  in  Wheeler 
County.  Ever  since  locating  in  Clay  County  Mr. 
Shea  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising,  and  owing  to  hard  work  and  good  business 
ability  be  has  been  very  successful.  He  is  a  Dem- 
ocrat in  politics,  and  he  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  interested  in 
schools,  churches,  and  in  fact  every  and  all  enter- 
prises for  the  good  of  the  county.  He  is  one  of 
the  pioneer  settlers,  and  a  man  universally  re- 
spected. 

Michael  Sheedy,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Mr. 
Sheedy  is  an  Irish-American  and  a  farmer,  and 
that  is  enough  to  carry  the  assui-anee  that  he  is 
one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Lewis  Township, 
where  he  resides.  He  was  born  in  County  Cork, 
Ireland,  March  25,  1823,  and  is  the  son  of  John 
and  Margaret  (Fitzpatrick)  Sheedy,  both  natives 
of  the  Emerald  Isle,  the  .father  born  in  1790,  and 
the  mother  in  1805.  The  father  was  reared  in 
his  native  country,  and  in  1848  emigrated  to 
America,  settling  lirst  in  Eockport,  Mass. ,  but  in 
1854  emigrating  to  Iowa,  where  his  death  occurred 
in  Clinton  County  in  1855.  He  was  a  large  man 
and  weighed  208  pounds.      The  mother  died  Jan 


uary  8,  1885.  They  were  the  parents  of  twelve 
childi'en,  four  sons  and  two  daughters  now  living. 
One  son,  John  Sheedy,  resides  in  Lincoln,  Neb., 
is  a  large  property  owner,  and  his  monthly  rents 
come  to  $356.  Another  son,  Patrick,  is  a  farmer 
and  owns  160  acres  in  Clay  County.  Dennis  is 
in  Denver  City,  and  is  president  of  the  Colorado 
National  Bank,  worth  close  to  11,000,000.  Mich- 
ael Sheedy  was  married  in  Eockport,  Mass.,  in 
1850,  to  Miss  Johanna  Calahan,  a  native  of  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  born  in  1832,  who  came  to 
America  in  1849.  Eleven  children  were  the  frnits 
of  this  union,  nine  of  whom  are  now  living: 
David,  Margaret,  John  (deceased),  William  (mer- 
chant in  Yuma,  Colo.),  James  (also  in  Ynma,  Colo.), 
Anna,  and  Ella,  (the  wife  of  F.  Eeed,  a  banker  of 
Yuma),  John  (at  home),  Dennis  (attending  college 
in  Lincoln),  Michael  (deceased),  and  May  (going 
to  Harvard  High  School).  Mr.  Sheedy  came  to 
America  in  1876,  lived  at  Eockport  for  sometime, 
and  after  his  marriage  in  1850  went  to  South 
Carolina,  where  he  resided  in  Charleston  for  two 
years.  He  then  moved  to  Illinois,  was  on  the 
railroad,  and  later  moved  to  Iowa,  where  he  con- 
tinued his  former  employment.  Ten  years  later 
he  moved  to  where  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
Eiver  Eailroad  was  building,  and  worked  on  it 
until  it  came  to  the  Missouri  Eiver.  He  was 
first  boss,  then  walking  boss,  and  later  was  head 
foreman  for  Wolfe  &  Carpenter  at  1100  per  month. 
He  was  then  contractor  with  John  Fitzgerald,  of 
Lincoln,  for  some  time.  He  contracted  all  the 
way  to  Nebraska,  and  upon  reaching  this  State 
took  up  land,  and  has  since  made  his  home  here. 
Michael  Sheedy  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  year  of 
1871.  At  that  time  there  was  nothing  to  be  seen 
but  sky  and  prairie.  He  was  the  first  man  in 
this  part  of  the  county  that  fenced  in  forty  acre-s 
for  a  pasture,  with  posts  eight  feet  apart  and  four 
wires;  this  fence  was  built  in  1872.  He  hauh^d 
his  posts  (1,000)  from  the  Little  Blue  in  Nuckolls 
County,  a  distance  of  thirty-five  miles.  He  made 
the  first  wagon- road  through  where  Fairfield  is 
now  located,  and  went  through  where  Clay  Center 
is  also.  It  was  used  for  seven  or  eight  years  as 
I  the  main  road  to  Fairfield.      He  still  lives  on  the 
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same  farm.  Our  subject  is  the  owuer  of  320 
acres,  after  selling  120  acres  in  Clay  County,  and 
also  owns  120  acres  in  Kearney  County.  He  is 
quite  deeply  interested  in  stock  raising,  and  is 
one  of  the  substantial  farmers  of  the  county.  His 
paternal  grandfather,  Michael  Sbeedy,  was  born 
also  in  County  Cork,  Ireland,  was  a  stock  buyer 
and  farmer,  and  a  very  wealthy  man.  Mrs.  Sbeedy, 
wife  of  our  subject,  was  the  daughter  of  David 
and  Ann  (Caey)  Callahan,  both  natives  of  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  where  the  father  carried  on 
farming.  He  died  at  the  age  of  eighty  six  years. 
They  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children,  nine 
sous  and  four  daughters,  and  the  only  one  now 
living  is  Mrs.  Sheedy.  She  is  a  good  sized  woman, 
weighing  200  pounds,  and  Mr.  Sheedy  weighs  208 
pounds.  They  are  very  comfortably  fixed,  and 
are  happy  and  contented. 

John  Sheehy,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Glen- 
ville.  Neb.  The  history  of  every  community  is 
made  up,  so  far  as  its  more  interesting  features  are 
concerned,  of  the  events  and  transactions  of  the 
lives  of  its  prominent,  representative  citizens.  In 
any  worthy  history  of  Clay  County  an  outline  of 
the  life  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  should  not 
fail  to  be  given.  Mr.  Sheehy  was  born  in  County 
Limerick,  Ireland,  January  28,  1882,  and  is  the 
ol<lest  of  six  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of 
Patrick  and  Mary  (Daune)  Sheehy,  both  natives  of 
the  Emerald  Isle,  born  in  1807  and  1808,  respect- 
ively. The  father  died  in  1847,  and  the  mother  in 
1876.  John  Sheehy  received  a  good  education, 
and  when  but  twenty-one  years  of  age  came  to  this 
country,  landing  in  New  York.  He  worked  his 
way  westward,  and  finally  located  in  Rock  Island, 
111.,  where  he  commenced  learning  the  trade  of 
brick  making.  After  continuing  this  for  some 
time  he  went  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  was  there 
engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  brick,  which  busi- 
ness he  carried  on  on  an  extensive  scale.  In  1860 
he  moved  to  Helena,  Ark.,  and  remained  there  for 
two  years,  engaged  in  levee  buildmg.  He  quit 
contracting  and  accepted  the  position  of  foreman 
on  the  grade  of  the  Iowa  division  of  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad.  Here  he  remained 
for  eighteen  months,  when  he  took  the  position  of 


track  foreman  on  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Quincy  Railroad,  which  position  he  retained  for 
seventeen  years.  In  1882  he  removed  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  from  McDonough  County,  111.,  and 
is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  good  land,  the 
result  of  years  of  economy  and  labor  on  the  part 
of  himself  and  his  faithful  wife.  The  farm  is  one 
of  the  best  in  the  county,  and  is  well  stocked  with 
horses  and  cattle.  He  was  married  in  1864  to 
Miss  Catherine  Normoyle,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
born  in  1841,  and  the  daughter  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Brown)  Normoyle,  natives  of  Ireland,  born 
in  1812  and  1822.  and  died  in  1849  and  1880,  re- 
spectively. To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sheehy  were  born 
eight  living  children:  Mary  (wife  of  R.  L.  Mas- 
sey,  of  Grand  Island),  Patrick,  Roger,  Nellie, 
Katie,  Edmund,  Thomas,  James  and  Agnes.  Mr. 
Sheehy  is  a  Democrat  and  has  filled  several  town 
offices.  Himself  and  family  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church. 

John  O.  Shelp,  farmer.  Harvard,  Neb.  This 
respected  and  highly  esteemed  resident  of  Harvard 
Township,  is  not  unknown  to  the  many  citizens  of 
this  portion  of  Clay  County,  among  whom  so 
many  years  of  his  life  have  been  passed.  Origin- 
ally from  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  he  was 
born  in  May,  1827,  and  is  the  son  of  Hugh  Shelp. 
He  was  reared  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county,  and 
at  the  age  of  seventeen  years  he  became  a  clerk 
in  a  grocery  at  Fort  Plain,  of  Montgomery  Coun 
ty.  That  position  he  held  for  five  years  and  then 
went  to  Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  for  one  year  he  was 
a  clerk  in  a  hotel.  After  that  he  went  to  Tona- 
wanda,  in  the  western  part  of  New  York  State, 
and  there  he  was  employed  for  five  years  in  a  ship 
chandler's  establishment.  About  1859  he  went  to 
Allegan  County,  Mich.,  where,  until  the  war 
broke  out,  he  followed  farming.  In  August, 
1861.  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Forty-fourth 
Illinois  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Pea 
Ridge,  Murfreesboro,  Perryville,  the  siege  of  Cor- 
inth and  Chickamauga.  He  was  captured  at  the 
last-named  battle  September  20,  1868,  and  was 
first  imprisoned  at  Richmond.  Six  months  later 
he  was  transferred  to  Andersonville,  where  he  re- 
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mained  thirteen  months,  making  a  total  imprison- 
ment of  nineteen  months.  He  was  released  on 
the  same  day  Abraham  Lincoln  was  assassinated. 
From  Andersonville  he  went  via  Savannah,  Ga., 
to  Jacksonville,  Fla.,  and  thence  he  proceeded 
by  vessel  to  Annapolis,  Md.  From  there  he  went 
by  rail  to  Springfield,  111.,  where  he  was  dis- 
charged June  30,  1865.  After  that  he  located  in 
L'oquois  County,  111.,  and  resumed  farming.  He 
was  married  there  in  March,  1866,  to  Miss  Isabella 
Lower,  a  native  of  Huntingdon  County,  Pa.,  born 
in  April,  18-27.  In  1867  Mr.  Shelp  returned  to 
Allegan  County,  Mich.,  and  in  1869  removed  to 
La  Porte,  Ind. ,  where  for  four  years  he  followed 
the  hardware  business.  He  then  came  to  Ne- 
braska, and  located  in  Fillmore  County,  where  he 
tilled  the  soil.  For  the  past  eight  years  he  has  re- 
sided in  Harvard,  a  retired  citizen.  He  and  wife 
have  an  only  son,  James  L.  Shelp,  a  young  man.  of 
nineteen,  who  is  a  telegraph  operator  by  profession. 
Mr.  Shelp  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church, 
the  G.  A.  R.,  and  is  a  Republican  in  politics.  He 
is  an  honorable,  upright  man  and  a  worthy  and 
loyal  citizen. 

Henry  O.  Shike,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  was  born  in  Linn  County,  Iowa,  August 
29,  1850,  a  son  of  John  and  Mary  E.  (Bodenhofer) 
Shike,  natives  of  Virginia.  He  was  reared  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State.  At  the  early  age  of 
twelve  years  he  commenced  the  struggle  of  life, 
assisting  in  the  care  of  his  family.  At  the  age 
of  twenty-four  he  commenced  farming  on  his  own 
account.  In  1875  he  purchased  a  farm  compris- 
ing 160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  remained  until 
1880,  when  he  moved  to  Washington  Territory 
and  took  up  government  land,  which  he  exchanged 
in  1882  for  160  acres  of  land  adjoining  his  home- 
place  in  this  county,  moving  here  the  following 
year.  He  now  owns  320  acres,  which  is  under  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation  (all  fenced),  a  good, 
comfortable  dwelling,  large  barn,  granaries  and 
shedding  for  his  cattle,  of  which  he  keeps  on  hand 
about  250  head.  March  11,  1875,  he  was  married 
to  Mary  E.  Walters,  daughter  of  Myron  C.  and 
Maryett  (Hall)  Walters,  natives  of  New  York. 
Mrs.    Shike    was  born  July    16,    1855,    in  Jones 


County,  Iowa.  The  result  of  this  union  has  been 
the  birth  of  two  children:  Myron  G.  and  Walter  D. 
Mr.  Shike  is  a  Prohibitionist  in  polities;  he  was 
formerly  a  Republican.  Both  himself  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
Clay  Center,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  Harmony 
Farmers'  Alliance.  Mr.  Shike  has  done  wonder- 
fully well  since  his  residence  in  this  county.  He 
is  largely  interested  in  cattle,  being  one  of  the 
largest  dealers  and  feeders  in  this  section  of  the 
country.  He  is  energetic,  industrious  and  enter 
prising,  always  ready  to  assist  his  needy  neighbors 
when  in  distress,  and  is  looked  upon  as  a  repre 
sentative  citizen. 

Jacob  Shively,  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Fairfield,  Neb.  Modern  banking  dates  from 
the  revival  of  civilization  in  Italy,  first  came  into 
prominence  in  Venice,  and  was  the  main  cause 
which  made  the  Queen  of  the  Adriatic  the  mistress 
of  the  world's  commerce.  The  history  of  trade 
through  these  succeeding  centuries  has  shown  the 
bank  to  be  the  first  and  most  important  thing  to 
give  impetus  to  business.  It  is  the  lubricant  of 
the  engine  of  mercantile  life,  and  when  properly 
managed  is  also  the  governor  and  safety-valve.  A 
fine  example  of  this  is  seen  in  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Fairfield,  of  which  Mr.  Shively  is  presi- 
dent. He  was  born  in  Monongalia  County,  \V. 
Va.,  June  9,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Jacob  and 
Catherine  (Pickenpaw)  Shively,  natives  of  the  same 
county.  Jacob  Shively,  Jr.,  was  early  taught  the 
duties  of  farm  life  in  his  native  State,  and  secured 
but  a  limited  education,  such  as  was  accorded  to 
the  youth  of  ante-bellum  days  in  the  primitive  log 
school-houses,  where  but  three  months'  session 
was  held  in  a  year.  He  was  there  during  the  war 
and  espoused  the  Union  cause,  being  called  into 
the  service  as  a  member  of  the  State  militia.  In 
1870  he  emigrated  to  Henry  Coiinty,  111.,  and  fol 
lowed  farming  and  stock-raising  successfully  until 
November,  1886,  when  he  removed  to  Fairfield, 
and  there  he  has  since  resided.  Having  given  his 
attention  to  stock-raising  and  farming,  he  became 
the  owner  of  420  acres  of  good  land  in  this  county, 
and  makes  a  specialty  in  the  stock  line  of  Polled- 
Angus  cattle.      He  has  been  a  stockTiolder  of  the 
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First  National  Bank  of  Fairfield  for  three  years, 
was  vice-president  of  the  same  during  1889,  and 
in  1890  was  elected  its  president.  On  January  9, 
1862,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Emily  J.  Snider,  a 
native  of  the  same  State  and  county.  They  have 
nine  living  children:  Effie  D.  (wife  of  Charles 
Glaspie),  Mary  G.  (wife  of  James  Taylor),  James 
R. ,  Laura  A.  (wife  of  Henry  Showalters),  Fannie 
B.,  Thornton  P.,  Lidia  May,  M'illiam  Ray  and 
Gertrude.  Mr.  Shively  was  formerly  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  but  since  the  temperance  question 
has  come  so  strongly  before  the  pul)lic  he  has  been 
a  Prohibitionist  in  his  political  views,  and  was 
elected  by  that  ticket  in  November,  1889,  to  the 
office  of  county  supervisor  to  represent  Fairfield 
City.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Royal  Templar  fra- 
ternity, and  he  and  Mrs.  Shively  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church. 

J.  P.  Skow,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Verona, 
Neb.  This  successful  and  efficient  agriculturist 
owes  his  nativity  to  Denmark,  where  his  birth 
occtirred  in  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Peter  and  Kirs- 
len  (Peterson)  Skow,  the  father  a  carpenter  by 
occupation.  J.  P.  Skow  attended  school  until 
fourteen  years  of  age  and  then  herded  cattle  for 
two  years.  After  this  he  worked  by  the  month  on 
a  farm,  and  when  eighteen  years  of  age  took  pass- 
age on  a  vessel  for  America.  He  landed  at  Que- 
bec, Canada,  and  later  came  to  Wisconsin,  where 
he  worked  at  farm  labor  for  a  Dutchman,  and 
learned  that  language.  He  then  went  to  another 
county  in  the  State,  worked  in  a  saw-mill  in  the 
summer  and  in  the  woods  in  the  winter;  continued 
this  for  four  years,  and  then,  April  15,  1875,  he 
emigrated  to  Nebraska,  where  he  and  his  brother 
purchased  a  right  to  a  soldier's  homestead,  a  quar- 
ter section.  This  has  since  been  improved  very 
much,  and  is  now  worth  more  than  $30  per  acre. 
In  addition  to  this  he  has  also  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  Burlington' &  Missouri  River  Railroad  land, 
worth  $25  per  acre.  Mr.  Skow  has  learned  the 
English  language  since  coming  to  Nebraska,  and 
is  an  intelligent  and  well-posted  man.  The  Verona 
Farmers'  Alliance  was  organized  in  January,  1890, 
and  he  was  made  president  of  the  same.  He  was 
active  in  its  organization  and  was  chairman  of  the 


first  meeting.  He  is  chairman  of  the  Democratic 
Central  Committee  of  the  township  and  takes  a 
leading  part  in  public  affairs.  He  was  a  Rejiub- 
lican  until  Cleveland  took  his  stand  on  tariff' 
reform,  when  he  changed  his  views  and  now 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  was 
married  in  Nebraska  to  Miss  Anna  Paulsen,  a 
native  of  Denmark,  and  five  children  are  the  result 
of  this  union:  Martin,  Peter,  Pauline,  Lyda  and 
1  Grover,  named  in  honor  of  ex-President  Cleveland. 
!  Edward  J.  Smith,  a  native  of  England,  born 
I  in  London,  November  24,  1838,  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  United  States  since  1857,  and  is  now 
engaged  in  farming  and  stock  raising,  although 
he  learned  the  cooper's  trade  in  his  youth  and 
worked  at  it  for  some  time  after  becoming  a  subject 
[  of  ''Uncle  Sam."  His  parents,  who  are  now  both 
I  dead,  were  born  in  England,  their  names  being  E. 
j  J.  and  Mary  Ann  (Berry)  Smith,  and,  although 
I  the  father  was  a  cooper  by  trade,  he  followed  the 
sea  as  a  steward  for  a  great  many  years,  being  in 
the  employ  of  an  East  India  Company.  Edward  J. 
Smith,  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  after 
working  as  a  journeyman  at  his  trade  in  the  United 
States  for  some  time,  settled  down  to  tilling  the 
soil  in  Illinois,  but  left  the  plow  in  the  month  of 
August,  1861,  to  enlist  in  the  First  Missouri 
Cavalry,  and  served  faithfully  and  well  until  he 
received  his  discharge  in  October,  1864,  partici- 
pating in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Prairie  Grove 
and  a  great  many  skirmishes.  After  receiving  his 
discharge  he  made  his  home  in  Morgan  County, 
I  111.,  until  he  came  to  Nebraska,  arriving  here  in  the 
spring  of  1 873,  and  since  that  year  he  has  resided 
on  his  present  homestead  in  Clay  County.  He  has 
since  made  purchases  of  land  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  240  acres  of  good  tillable  land  in  a  fair  state  of 
improvement.  He  has  an  excellent  young  orchard, 
consisting  of  select  varieties,  and  is  considered  one 
of  the  prosperotis  farmers  of  this  section  of  the 
country.  On  first  locating  here  the  prairie  swarmed 
with  buffalo,  antelope  and  wolves,  but  these  places 
now  know  them  no  more,  being  devoted  to  the 
culture  of  corn,  wheat,  oats,  etc.  Mr.  Smith  was 
married  in  Macoupin  County  111. ,  September  9, 
1867,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Evans,  a  native  of  Mor- 
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gan  County,  III.,  and  a  daughter  of  William  M. 
Evans.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  have  a  family  of  nine 
children,  five  sons  and  foixr  daughters:  Charles  E., 
Amy  A.,  John  F.,  Mattie  F.,  William  H.,  Mary 
E.,  Eliza  L.,  George  W.  and  an  infant  son  un- 
named. Mr.  Smith  and  his  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  G.  A.  R. 

Neri  Smith,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Inland, 
Neb.,  was  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  in  1844, 
and  is  the  eldest  of  six  children  born  to  Morgan 
and  Elizabeth  (Martin)  Smith,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, who  were  born  in  1826  and  1827,  respect 
ively.  Morgan  Smith  was  the  son  of  James  and 
Sarah  Smith,  and  was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He 
was  married  in  1843  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Martin, 
daughter  of  Isaac  and  Mary  Martin,  and  became 
the  father  of  the  following  children:  Neri  (sub- 
ject), Daniel,  Mahala,  Mary  and  Sarah  (twins)  and 
Nancy  Jane.  Daniel  married  Miss  Eddy,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  now  resides  in  Nordhoff,  Cal. ;  was 
in  the  service  four  years  and  twenty  days,  in  Com- 
pany E,  Eighteenth  Ohio  Infantry.  Mahala  mar- 
ried John  Oallentine,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
now  resides  in  Missouri.  Mary  married  William 
She|iard,  a  native  of  Ohio.  Sarah  married  H.  C. 
Mathmvs,  of  Noble  County,  Ohio;  he  died  in 
iS7.").  She  married  the  second  time,  G.  V.  Cope, 
in  1877,  and  died  in  1879.  Nancy  J.  married  P.  K. 
Miller,  of  Hastings,  Neb.,  now  resides  in  Nordhoff, 
Cal.  The  father  of  these  children  died  in  1854, 
and  the  mother  married  George  Carroll,  of  Hast 
ings.  Neb.,  in  1875;  he  died  the  same  year.  She 
is  a  widow  and  now  resides  in  Inland  Township. 
Neri  Smith's  school  days  were  spent  in  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  whither  he  had  moved  with  his  par- 
ents when  quite  young.  At  the  early  age  of  ten 
years  he  started  out  for  himself  (the  death  of  his  ; 
father  having  divided  the  family),  and  worked  on  a 
farm.  In  1861  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Forty- 
third  Ohio  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  for  three 
years  and  seven  months,  participating  in  some  of 
the  principal  battles — New  Madrid,  Mo.,  Island 
No.  10,  Corinth,  Miss.,  luka,  and  was  in  the  At- 
lanta campaign,  Sherman's  march  to  the  sea,  and 
up  through  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  on  to 


Washington,  D.  C. ,  passing  in  grand  review  with 
Sherman's  army.  He  was  always  with  his  regi 
,  ment,  and  was  only  excused  from  duty  eight  days 
during  his  entire  time  of  enlistment.  He  is  at 
I  present  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  Richardson  Post 
j  No.  60,  at  Harvard.  He  received  his  discharge  in 
July,  1865,  and  went  to  Ohio,  where  he  followed 
farming  for  some  time.  He  went  to  Cedar  County, 
Iowa,  in  1870,  continued  his  former  pursuit  there, 
and  the  same  year  was  married  in  that  county  to 
Miss  Esther  Faires,  a  native  of  Morgan  County, 
Ohio,  born  in  1852,  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Mary  (Gifford)  Faires.  Mr.  Smith  emigrated 
to  Inland  Township,  Clay  County,  Neb  ,  in  1872, 
where  he  now  resides,  and  entered  160  acres  of  gov- 
ernment land.  This  he  has  improved,  and  now  has 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  township.  He  is  also 
the  owner  of  considerable  town  property.  He  is 
interested  in  political  matters,  has  always  been  a 
Republican,  and  is  now  with  the  Prohibition  party. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
To  his  marriage  have  been  born  live  children :  Ezra 
(born  in  1873),  Nona  (born  in  1875),  Rilla  (born  in 
1880,  and  died  in  1882),  Rollo  (born  in  1883)  and 
Rena  (born  in  1888).  Ezra  and  Nona  are  mem 
bers  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  father  of  Mrs. 
Smith,  Thomas  T.  Faires,  was  born  in  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  in  1809,   and  .was  the  son  of  John 

and   (Hagerman)  Faires;    his  wife    was  the 

daughter  of  Abram  and  P.  Bessie  Gifford,  and  was 
born  in  Maine  in  1815.  Mrs.  Smith  was  the  young- 
est but  one  of  nine  children:  Lydia,  Charity,  Joel. 
Ruth  (deceased).  Pearly  (deceased),  Patience  J., 
Olive  A.,  Esther  and  Manly.  Lydia  married  S.  Os- 
born,  a  native  of  Ohio;  after  his  death  married  a  Mr. 
Kolbreuuer,  of  Savannah,  Mo.,  where  they  now  re 
side.  Charity  married  I.  Murphy,  of  Morgan  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  where  they  now  reside.  Joel  married  Miss 
S.  Murphy,  of  Ohio,  now  residing  in  Cedar  County, 
Iowa.  Patience  J.  married  T.  Chappelear,  of  Ohio; 
she  died  in  1868.  Olive  A.  married  L.  W.  Hunni- 
cutt,  a  native  of  Ohio;  now  resides  in  Clay  County, 
Neb.  Manly  married  Miss  E.  Burnes,  of  Andrew 
County,  Mo.,  where  they  now  reside.  The  father 
of  these  children  died  in  Andrew  County,  Mo.,  in 
1887,  and  the  mother  at  the  same  place  in  1889. 
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Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  father  was  a  Eepul)lican  in  politics, 
and  a  public-spirited  citizen. 

George  F.  Smith,  farmer  and  stockman,  In- 
land, Neb.  The  father  of  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  David  Smith,  was  a  native  of  the  Pine 
Tree  State,  born  about  1802,  was  reared  on  a  farm, 
and  after  growing  u{)  embarked  in  the  livery  busi- 
ness in  Boston.  He  was  married  in  that  city  to 
Miss  Roxanna  Newell,  and  to  them  were  born  six 
children,  five  of  whom  grew  to  maturity:  Charles, 
John,  Stephen,  Jacob  H.,  George  F. ,  and  one 
daughter  who  died  in  infancy.  The  father  died  in 
Boston,  in  about  1855,  and  the  mother  in  the  same 
city,  in  1859.  She  was  a  member  of  the  Baptist 
Church.  George  F.  Smith  was  born  in  Boston, 
Mass.,  in  1846,  and  there  received  a  good  prac- 
tical education.  At  the  age  of  twelve  years  he 
went  to  Maine,  where  he  finished  his  schooling  and 
started  out  for  himself  in  1865.  Previous  to  this, 
however,  in  the  winter  of  186-1,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  C,  First  Maine  Regiment  Infantry,  and 
served  about  thirteen  months,  receiving  his  dis- 
charge in  1866.  Returning  to  Maine  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  was  married  in  that  State  in  1867, 
in  Kennebec  County,  to  Miss  Mary  V.  Frost,  a 
native  of  Maine,  born  in  1845,  and  the  daughter 
of  Allen  and  Nancy  (Hersom)  Frost.  Mr.  Smith 
emigrated  West  in  1871,  settling  in  Poweshiek 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  for  one  year, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1872  emigrated  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  was  among  the  first  set- 
tlers. He  took  up  160  acres  of  land,  began  im- 
])roving,  and  now  has  a  nice  place  with  a  good 
orchard  and  grove.  He  affiliates  with  the  Demo- 
cratic party.  His  success  in  Nebraska  is  chiefly 
owing  to  honest  endeavor  and  good  business  abil- 
ity. To  his  marriage  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren: Allen  and  Maude. 

David  L.  Smith,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  In- 
land, Neb.  A  stranger  who  may  he  passing  over 
this  portion  of  Clay  County  can  not  but  admire 
the  many  beautiful  places  to  be  seen  on  every 
hand,  places  which  indicate  by  their  appearance 
the  abode  of  men  leaders  in  matters  pertaining  to 
husbandry.      Mr.  David  L.  Smith  is  of  this  class. 


The  owner  of  sixty  acres  of  land,  he  is  actively  and 
successfully  engaged  in  farming,  conducting  all 
his  operations  according  to  the  most  advanced 
ideas.  Mr.  Smith  came  originally  from  New  Lon- 
don County,  Conn.,  where  he  was  born  in  1855, 
and  is  the  son  of  Henry  N.  and  Lydia  L.  (Lath- 
rop)  Smith,  the  latter  a  daughter  of  Simeon  and 
Phoebe  (Peckhan)  Lathrop,  who  died  in  Connecti 
cut.  Henry  N.  Smith  was  born  in  New  London 
(/ounty,  Conn.,  in  1827,  and  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Lathrop 
about  1852,  and  reared  eight  children:  Miron, 
Horace,  David  L.,  Louis,  Julius,  Anna  (now 
Mrs.  Grow,  of  Boston),  Everett  and  Bertha.  The 
father  died  in  Connecticut,  in  1888,  but  the  mother 
is  still  living  and  makes  her  home  in  Franklin, 
New  London  County,  Conn.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Congregational  Church,  of  which  the  father 
was  also  a  member.  He  was  a  successful  business 
man  and  in  his  political  views  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  was  the  son  of  Prentice  P. 
and  Maria  (Avery)  Smith.  David  L.  Smith  spent 
the  early  part  of  his  life  in  attending  the  schools 
of  New  London  _County,  Conn.,  and  in  1873 
started  out  for  himself  as  a  farmer  and  school- 
teacher. In  1879  he  emigrated  to  Illinois,  set- 
tled in  Boone  County,  and  was  there  engaged  in 
farming  and  teaching  school  for  some  time.  He 
was  married  in  that  State,  in  1884,  to  Miss  Mary 
B.  Williams,  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in  1857, 
and  the  daughter  of  J.  R.  and  Tabitha  (Doolittle) 
Williams,  the  mother  a  native  of  Vermont.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Smith  was  born  one  child,  Ada 
Helen.  Mr.  Smith  emigrated  to  Nebraska  in 
1884,  settled  in  Clay  County,  and  bought  sixty 
acres  of  land,  which  he  has  improved  very  mate 
rially  since.  He  has  been  very  successful  since 
coming  here,  and  his  property  is  the  accumulation 
of  many  days  of  hard  work.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  school  board  of  his  district,  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  in  politics  affiliates  with 
the  Prohibition  party.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Walter  E.  Spicer.  Although  a  young  man, 
there  is  probably  no  one  within  the  limits  of  Ne 
braska  who  is  as  extensively  engaged  in  the  breed- 
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ing  of  line  stock,  especially  Berksbire  hogs,  as 
Mr.  Spicer.  His  farm  is  an  especially  line  one  for 
the  successful  conduct  of  this  enterprise,  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  manages  his  affairs  shows  with- 
out doubt  that  he  is  thoroughly  acquainted  with 
every  detail  of  the  business.  He  was  born  in 
McDonough  County,  III.,  September  14,  1863,  a 
son  of  Thomas  H.  and  Arminta  (Kerby)  Spieer, 
the  former  of  whom  was  born  in  Delaware  in  April, 
1828,  being  a  son  of  James  H.  and  Priscilla 
(Ralph)  Spicer.  Thomas  H.  removed  with  his 
father  to  Illinois  at  an  early  date,  landing  at  Quincy 
in  1835,  and  moved  to  McDonough  County  in  the 
spring  of  1850.  He  afterward  engaged  in  tine 
stock-breeding  which  resulted  in  Walter  acquiring 
a  thorough  knowledge  and  liking  for  the  business. 
He  came  to  Neliraska  in  1884,  and  engaged  in 
the  breeding  of  Berkshire  hogs,  and  has  gained  a 
widespread  reputation  as  a  stockman.  He  has 
taken  more  premiums  than  any  man  of  his  age  on 
record  and  has  purchased  the  highest  priced  hog 
that  was  ever  brought  west  of  the  Missouri  River, 
with  the  exception  of  Model  Duke.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  some  of  the  prizes  taken  by' him  in  1889 
at  the  Omaha  (Neb.)  Fair  and  Exhibition:  Berk- 
shire boar,  over  two  years  old,  lirst  prize  on  Stumpy 
Duke  III,  15,889,  weight  705  pounds;  Berkshire 
boar,  one  year  and  under  two,  first  prize  on  Hand- 
some Prince,  21,147,  weight  700  pounds;  Berk- 
shire boar,  six  months  and  under  twelve,  lirst  prize 
on  Royal  Duke,  weight  400  pounds;  Berkshire 
boar,  under  six  months,  first  prize  on  Artful  Duke, 
and  second  prize  on  Romford  Duke;  Berkshire  sow, 
over  two  years,  first  prize  on  Romford,  15,790; 
Berkshire  sow,  one  year  and  under  two,  first  prize 
on  Queen  III,  19,774,  and  second  on  Romford  VII; 
Berkshire  sow,  six  months  and  under  twelve,  first 
prize  on  Romford  XI;  Berkshire  sow,  under  six 
months,  first  prize  on  Beauty;  Berkshire  boar, 
any  age,  first  prize  on  Handsome  Prince,  21,147; 
Berkshire  sow,  any  age,  first  prize  on  Lucy  Gentry 
IV,  18,823;  Grand  sweepstake  herd  of  one  boar 
and  four  sows  over  one  year  old,  of  any  breed,  first 
prize  on  Handsome  Prince,  21,147,  with  Romford 
15,790,  Romford  II,  15,791,  Lucy  Gentry  IV,  18, 
828,  and  Sallie  Thompson  II,  15,602.      Here  Mr. 


Spicer  took  first  prize  for  everything  he  competed 
for  over  very  strong  competition.  The  weight  of 
the  four  last-named  sows  was  661 ,  630,  532  and  514, 
respectively.  Queen  III,  19,774,  weighed  538 
when  less  than  seventeen  months  old;  Romford 
VII  weighed  420  when  less  than  thirteen  months 
old;  Romford  X,  363,  at  a  few  days  over  eleven 
months  old,  and  Romford  XI  weighed  371  at  about 
the  same  ago.  At  the  Nebraska  State  Fair,  held  at 
Lincoln,  he  took  the  following  premiums:  For 
Berkshire  boar,  over  two  years  old,  first  prize  on 
Stumpy  Duke  III;  Berkshire  boar,  one  year  and 
under  two,  first  prize  on  Handsome  Prince;  Berk- 
shire boar,  under  six  months,  first  prize  on  Rom- 
ford Duke  and  second  j^rize  on  Artful  Duke;  Berk 
shire  sow,  over  two  years  old,  second  prize  on  Sal- 
lie  Thompson  II;  Berkshire  sow,  six  months  and 
under  twelve,  second  prize  on  Romford  X;  Berk- 
shire boar,  any  age,  first  prize  on  Handsome 
Prince;  the  pork  packers'  j)rize,  "best  fat  hog  of 
any  age,  sex  or  breed,"  first  prize  on  Romford  XI, 
and  for  the  best  show  of  any  of  the  pure  breeds  of 
swine,  first  prize.  This  last  prize  was  a  special  pre 
mium,  given  by  the  "Nebraska  Farmer,"  Lincoln, 
Neb.,  which  is  one  of  the  best  life  stock  journals  in 
the  West,  the  following  item  being  taken  fiom  its 
columns.  '"And  for  the  best  show  of  pure  bred 
swine,  any  breed  in  Nebraska,  the  prize  went  to  W. 
E.  Spieer,  who  has  without  doubt  the  best  herd  of 
Berkshires  in  the  State,  and  it  also  seems  that  he  is 
fully  able  to  compete  with  the  best  herd  in  ,\mer 
ica  and  come  out  with  as  many  prizes  as  it,  viz.  : 
N.  H.  Gentry,  of  Sedalia,  Mo.,  after  which  Mr. 
Gentry  pays  a  long  price  for  a  half  interest  in  Mr. 
Spicer' s  boar.  Stumpy  Duke  III.'"  J.  W.  Patter- 
son, of  Craig,  Neb.,  whose  integrity  and  ability  as 
an  expert  .Judge  of  swine  is  well  known  and  above 
suspicion,  tied  the  ribbons  with  much  satisfaction 
to  the  exhibitors,  the  pork  packers'  prize  being  de- 
cided by  a  committee  of  three  men.  This  prize 
was  hotly  contested  as  other  breeds  were  strongly 
represented,  but  by  a  unanimous  vote  of  the  com 
mittee,  the  ribbon  went  to  Romford  XI.  At  the 
State  Fair  at  Topeka,  Kas.,  many  prizes  were 
taken  by  the  animals  exhibited  by  Mr.  Spicer,  but 
space  forbids  a  detailed  mention  of  them,  suffice  it 
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to  say  that  they  were  spoken  of  very  highly  by 
■'The  Breeder's  Gazette,"  of  Chicago,  TIL,  and  the 
prize  given  to  hoar  over  two  years  okl  was  taken 
by  Stumpy  Duke  III.  This  animal  also  took  the 
first  premium  at  the  Illinois  State  Fair  at  Peoria, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  he  had  many  com- 
petitors, and  won  again  at  the  New  Era  Exposi- 
tion at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  St.  Louis,  Mo.  Hand- 
some Prince  also  won  lirst  in  class  and  sweepstakes 
at  Peoria,  111.,  also  first  at  New  Era  Exposition, 
St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  was  placed  second  at  St. 
Louis,  Mo.  —  the  only  time  he  was  ever  placed 
second  in  his  class.  Mr.  Spicer  has  very  seldom 
met  with  defeat  on  prizes  contended  for,  for  his 
herd  of  swine  is  unsurpassed,  and  the  example  he 
has  set  in  this  direction  has  served  as  an  impulse 
to  others  to  follow  him  in  this  industry,  and  he  has 
thus  proved  of  great  benefit  to  the  community  in 
which  he  resides.  He  is  a  man  of  energy,  pro- 
gressive spirit  and  perseverance,  and  his  many 
worthy  qualities  have  placed  around  him  a  host  of 
friends  and  acquaintances.  He  has  been  married 
since  1886  to  Miss  Helen  M.  Bayles,  of  Harvard, 
and  by  her  has  two  children:  Guy  E.  and  an 
infant  unnamed.  He  and  his  wife  are  members 
in  good  standing  in  the  Christian  Church. 

Wright  M.  Stacy,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ed- 
gar, Neb.  This  young  but  enterprising  citizen  is 
a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born  in  Ashtabula 
County,  January  15,  1850,  and  is  the  son  of  Aby- 
ram  Stacy,  who  went  from  New  York  to  Ohio 
when  a  young  man  and  was  there  married  to  Puah 
Stevens,  a  native  of  Vermont.  Mr.  Stacy  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  continued  this  pursuit 
in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  for  many  years.  He  moved 
to  Nebraska  in  1S72,  settled  in  Jefferson  County, 
and  there  he  now  resides.  His  wife  died  in  18S5. 
They  were  the  parents  of  five  children,  three  sons 
and  two  daughters,  of  whom  Wright  M.  is  the  third 
in  order  of  birth.  He  attained  his  growth  in  his 
native  State,  received  the  advantages  of  a  good 
common-school  education,  and  emigrated  to  Ne 
braska  when  a  young  man,  or  in  March,  1871,  ar- 
riving with  about  $250.  He  (in  company  with  his 
brother  in  law,  W.  R.  Thurber)  located  in  the 
county,    pre-empted   the  west  half  of  the  south- 


west quarter  of  Section  34,  Town  5,  Range  5,  and 
built  thereon  a  pole  and  sod  structure  12x14  feet, 
the  first  of  anything  inhabitable  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  the  county.  His  nearest  trading 
point  was  thirty-five  miles.  He  homesteaded 
where  he  now  lives  in  1872.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  100  acres,  all  fenced,  principally  by  hedge, 
and  all  in  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a 
neat  residence,  good  substantial  outbuildings  and 
a  fine  orchard  of  500  trees,  select  varieties  of 
fruit  just  beginning  to  bear.  Mr.  Stacy  has  been 
handling  and  feeding  some  stock  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  substantial 
citizens.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views. 
He  was  married  in  Jefferson  County,  Neb.,  Octo- 
ber 3,  1877,  to  Miss  Ruth  Cole,  a  native  of  Sauk 
County,  Wis.,  and  the  daughter  of  Asa  and  Jane 
Cole,  of  Jefferson  County,  Neb.  Mrs.  Stacy  was 
principally  reared  in  Allamakee  County,  Iowa,  and 
taught  in  the  schools  of  both  Jefferson  and  Clay 
Counties,  Neb.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stacy  was  born  one  child  Ward  A.,  June  18, 
1883.  Mr.  Stacy  is  a  member  of  the  M.  W.  A., 
and  he  and  wife  are  official  members  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  and  Sunday  school. 

Samuel  W.  Stephenson,  grain  dealer.  Inland. 
Prominent  among  the  commercial  resources  of  the 
town  of  Inland  must  be  included  the  trade  car- 
ried on  in  grain,  etc.,  and  among  those  most  prom- 
inently engaged  in  it  is  Mr.  Samuel  Stephenson. 
He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.,  in 
1852,  to  the  marriage  of  John  and  Mary  (Holland) 
Stephenson,  both  natives  of  England.  The  father 
was  born  about  1808,  was  married  in  his  native 
country,  but  later  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
and  located  in  New  York  State.  Afterward  they 
moved  to  Michigan,  and  in  1887  the  father  came 
to  Nebraska,  settled  in  Inland  and  engaged  in  the 
hotel  business.  He  is  a  Democrat  in  polities. 
The  mother  died  about  1865.  The  five  children 
born  to  their  marriage  were  named  as  follows: 
Jane  (now  Mrs.  G.  W.  Ablott,  living  in  Clay 
County),  Maria  (deceased),  Samuel,  John  (de- 
ceased), and  Sarah  (residing  in  Michigan,  and  now 
Mrs.  Schafer).  Samuel  Stephenson  began  for 
himself  by  farming  in  Michigan  about  1873,  emi- 
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grating  to  Inland,  Neb.,  in  ]880.  In  1884  he 
took  charge  of  the  grain  business  of  Cocbraine  & 
Co.,  which  he  carried  on  for  fonr  years.  In  1888 
he  followed  the  same  business  for  L.  Butterfield 
&  Co.  He  was  married  in  1887  to  Mrs.  Mary 
Kerr,  step-daughter  of  Fedde  Fixsen,  of  Inland 
[see  sketch].  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stephenson  was 
born  one  child,  Flossie.  By  a  former  marriage 
Mrs.  Stephenson  became  the  mother  of  one  child, 
Maudie.  Like  his  father,  Mr.  Stephenson  alHli 
ates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  takes  consid- 
erable intere.st  in  political  matters.  He  has  been 
successful,  financially,  since  coming  to  Nebraska, 
and  is  the  owner  of  a  house  and  lot  besides  other 
property  in  Inland.  He  was  elected  to  the  office 
of  town  clerk,  and  held  this  position  until  1S89, 
when  he  was  re  elected  for  1890-91. 

Prof.  Alexander  Stephens,  superintendent  of 
Sutton  schools,  Sutton,  Neb.  Since  his  residence 
in  this  county  Prof.  Stephens  has  been  very  prom- 
inently identified  with  the  material  aifairs  of  this 
community,  indeed,  far  more  so  than  the  average 
man.  Particularly  in  the  direction  of  educational 
matters  is  this  true.  He  was  born  in  Perry  Coun- 
ty, Pa.,  December  16,  1.S40.  and  his  pareuts,  Will- 
iam L.  and  Margaret  (Elliott)  Stephens,  were  also 
natives  of  the  Keystone  State,  the  former  born  in 
Perry  County,  August  IN,  1808,  and  the  latter  in 
Cumberland  County,  in  IS  10.  They  were  married 
June  2,  1835, -and  became  the  parents  of  three 
children:  James  (born  March  23,  1839),  Alexander 
(subject)  and  Elizabeth  (born  December  31,  1842, 
and  died  in  Perry  County,  Pa.,  in  1870).  The 
Stephens  family  trace  their  ance.stry  back  to  three 
brothers,  viz. :  Andrew,  Robert  and  James,  of 
Irish  descent,  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States 
in  the  latter  part  of  the  seventeenth  century  from 
the  Emerald  Isle,  and  effected  a  settlement  in 
Juniata  County,  Pa.  One  of  these  brothers,  James 
(the  grandfather  of  the  subject  here  treated),  died 
in  Perry  County.  Pa.,  in  1850,  and  was  eighty 
years  of  age  at  that  time.  He  and  the  father  of 
Alexander  H.  Stephens  were  brothers,  and,  there- 
fore. Prof.  Alexander  Stephens  and  Alexander  H. 
Stephens  are  second  cousins.  The  maternal  grand- 
father, James  Elliott,  was  born  in  County  Kent, 


Ireland,  and  died  in  Cumberland  County,  Pa., 
about  1X50.  Prof.  Stephens  remained  on  his  fath- 
er's farm  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  after  first 
attending  the  district  schools,  in  1854  entered 
Markelville  Academy,  from  which  institution  he 
graduated  two  years  later.  The  succeeding  two 
years  he  was  professor  of  mathematics  in  that 
academy,  and  in  1859  he  entered  Bloomfield  Col- 
lege, Pennsylvania,  from  which  he  graduated  in 
the  classical  course  in  1862.  He  then  spent  some 
time  teaching,  and"  in  1863  attended  the  State 
Normal  School.  From  1863  to  1N72  he  taught  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  principal  of  the  South 
Ward  school  at  Washington,  Iowa,  from  1872  to 
1875,  where  he  had  many  warm  friends  who,  to- 
day, speak  of  Mr.  Stephens  as  one  of  the  best 
educators  ever  in  the  county.  [The  writer  of  this 
sketch  is  from  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and 
knows.]  From  1875  to  1886  the  Professor  was 
superintendent  of  the  public  schools  at  Aledo, 
Mercer  County,  111.,  and  in  October  of  the  last 
named  year  took  charge  of  the  schools  of  Sutton. 
He  is  pleasant  and  agreeable  in  his  manner,  firm 
and  decided  in  his  views,  and  no  better  man  could 
be  found  for  educational  work,  having  devoted  his 
life  to  it.  Since  his  residence  in  this  State  he  has 
each  year  attended  the  institutes  here,  and  in  1888 
was  appointed  a  member  of  the  State  board  of 
education,  having  been  twice  reappointed  to  the 
same  position.  He  was  the  first  to  take  charge  of 
the  new  school  building  (which  then  had  eight 
teachers,  but  now  has  eleven),  and  to  this  they 
have  added  two  more  rooms.  They  have  an  excel- 
lent library  and  good  furniture  in  the  school.  It 
is  hardly  necessary  to  speak  of  Mr.  Stephens' 
reputation  as  an  ediicator,  for  he  is  known  all  over 
the  State  as  one  of  the  best  and  ablest  instructors 
in  the  same.  He  was  married,  in  1865,  to  Miss 
Mary  Leonard,  a  native  of  Perry  County,  Pa., 
born  in  1839,  and  the  daughter  of  George  W.  and 
Matilda  (Wiseman)  Leonard.  To  Prof,  and  Mrs. 
Stephens  has  been  born  one  child,  W.  Logan, 
whose  birth  occurred  July  16,  1866,  and  who  is 
now  a  professor  in  Union  Seminary,  in  Lancaster 
County,  Neb.  Prof.  Stephens  is  a  Republican  iu 
politics,  and  religiously  a  Presbyterian. 
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Hermaa  E.  Stein,  county  clerk,  Clay  Center, 
Neb.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  needs  no  intro- 
duction to  the  people  of  Clay  County,  for  though 
young  in  years  he  has  become  well  known  through- 
out the  county.  His  public  services  thus  far  have 
been  characterized  by  a  noticeable  devotion  to  the 
welfare  of  this  county,  and  his  ability  and  fidelity 
in  his  present  position  have  made  a  very  favorable 
impression  upon  all.  Mr.  Stein  was  born  in 
Bloomington,  111.,  on  July  19,  1861.  and  is  the  son 
of  Louis  and  Caroline  (Frey)  Stein,  the  father  a 
native  of  Prussia  and  the  mother  of  Allentowu, 
Pa. ,  though  of  German  descent.  The  mother  died 
in  Illinois,  and  in  1872  the  father  and  family  em- 
igrated to  Nebraska  and  located  at  Harvard,  where 
the  father  is  living  at  the  present  time.  Herman 
E.  Stein  received  a  good  English  education  in  the 
piiblic  schools.  After  this  he  followed  the  grocery 
and  agricultural  implement  business  with  his 
father,  and  in  January,  1881,  entered  the  employ 
of  the  McCormick  Harvesting  Machine  Company, 
as  traveling  salesman  in  Nebraska.  He  remained 
with  this  company  until  the  summer  of  1885,  and 
in  January  of  the  following  year  he  came  to  Clay 
Center  as  deputy  county  clerk,  serving  in  that  ca- 
pacity until  November,  1889,  when  he  was  elected 
county  clerk.  This  position  he  now  tills  in  an 
efficient  and  capable  manner.  He  has'  always  been 
a  stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views.  On 
August  8,  1888,  he  married  Miss  Jennie  F.  Shane, 
a  native  of  Eddyville,  Iowa,  and  to  this  tiaion  has 
been  born  one  child,  Helen  L.  Mr.  Stein  is  a 
Mason,  being  master  of  Clay  Center  Lodge  No. 
139.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and 
K.  of  P.,  and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative young  citizens,  and  a  careful  and  capa 
ble  public  officer. 

James  N.  Stockham  is  a  native  of  the  "Buck- 
eye State,"  born  in  1853,  being  one  of  twin  chil- 
dren born  to  William  and  Sarah  (Fields)  Stock- 
ham,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  Ohio  in  1815. 
After  obtaining  a  fair  Eaglish  education  he  began 
life  for  himself  as  a  farmer,  and  was  married  at  the 
age  of  twenty-two,  the  fruits  of  his  union  being 
nine  children:  Catherine  (Mrs.  Giles,  living  in 
Ohio),  Joseph  (of  Stockham,  Neb. ),  Martha  (Mrs. 


Elbin,  of  Ohio),  Rachel  (Mrs.  Toland,  of  Hamil- 
ton County,  Neb.),  Lewis  (of  Clay  County,  Neb.), 
James  N.  and  AVilliam  J.  (twins),  Ruth  (Mrs. 
Shonkwiler,  of  Ohio)  and  David  (deceased).  The 
father  of  these  children  lived  in  Ohio  until  about 
1878,  at  which  time  he  moved  to  Stafford  County, 
Kas.  His  wife  died  in  December,  1872,  and  after 
remaining  a  widower  for  about  a  year  he  married 
Miss  Jane  Martin,  of  Ohio.  He  is  an  active  Dem- 
ocrat, and  is  ever  found  ready  to  support  worthy 
enterprises.  James  N.  Stockham  spent  his  school 
days  in  Ohio,  but  received  rather  limited  advan- 
tages, and  began  his  own  career  at  the  age  of  twenty 
one  years.  In  the  month  of  September,  1873,  he 
espoused  Miss  Elizabeth,  a  daughter  of  Elijah  and 
Esther  Southworth,  of  Ohio,  and  to  their  union 
a  family  of  three  children  have  been  born :  George 
E.,  Elijah  and  William  A.  Iq  1873  Mr.  Stock- 
ham came  to  Clay  County,  Neb. .  and  homesteaded 
eighty  acres  of  .land,  to  which  he  has  since  added 
eighty  acres  more,  which  makes  his  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  the  county.  His  farm  is  excellently 
improved  with  buildings,  fences,  etc.,  and  in  his 
enterprises  he  fully  holds  his  own  with  his  sur- 
rounding neighbors.  Ijike  his  father  before  him 
he  is  public-spirited  and  a  Democrat  politicall}'. 
and  is  now  holding  the  position  of  asses.sor  in  his 
precinct. 

Spencer  Taylor,  farmer  and  stockman,  Inland, 
Neb.  The  career  of  Mr.  Taylor  illustrates  to  a 
marked  degree  what  can  be  accomplished  when  in- 
dustrj'  and  close  application  are  supported  by  a 
willful  determination  to  move  forward  in  the  atfairs 
of  the  world,  and  a  willingness  to  do  himself  what 
others  might  leave  for  some  one  else  to  perform. 
Mr.  Taylor  was  born  in  Windham  County,  of  the 
Green  Mountain  State,  in  1840,  and  is  the  fourth 
of  five  children  born  to  the  marriage  of  Alfred 
and  Martha  (Hammond)  Taylor.  His  paternal 
grandparents  were  named  Ebenezer  and  Polly 
(Spencer)  Taylor.  The  maternal  grandparents, 
Peter  and  Charlotte  (Holdbrook)  Hammond,  were 
natives  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  grandfather  was 
a  miller  by  trade.  He  was  born  in  1776,  and  died 
on  the  anniversary  of  his  birth  in  1878,  making 
him  one  hundred  and  two  years  of  age.      He  was 
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made  a  Mason  in  1789.  His  father  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  ' '  Boston  Tea  Party. ' '  Peter  Hammond' s 
wife  died  on  the  road  from  Vermont  to  Illinois 
in  1858.  Both  were  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Alfred  Taylor  (father  of  our 
subject),  was  born  in  1806,  in  Windham  County, 
Vt. ,  and  followed  the  occupation  of  a  farmer  all 
his  life.  He  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  Ham- 
mond in  1833,  and  reared  four  children:  Caro- 
line (now  Mrs.  Miner  Freeman,  of  Iowa),  Spen- 
cer, Martha  (now  Mrs.  Dr.  P.  L.  McChesney), 
and  Peter  H.  (who  resides  in  Illinois.)  The  father 
of  these  children  died  in  Illinois  in  1877,  but 
the  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her  home 
in  Henry  County,  111.  She  is  a  member  of  the 
Congregational  Church.  The  father  was  a  Demo- 
crat in  politics,  and  a  successful  business  man. 
Spencer  Taylor  moved  with  his  parents  to  Illinois 
in  1856,  and  settled  with  them  in  Henry  County, 
where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  started  out  for 
himself  in  1860,  and  was  married  the  same  year  to 
Miss  Ursula  Carpenter,  daughter  of  L.  M.  B.  and 
Sally  (Giles)  Carpenter,  both  natives  of  Plymouth, 
Vt.,  the  father  born  in  1808.  The  mother  died 
in  Iowa  in  1880.  They  were  the  parents  of  these 
children;  J.  B. ,  Ursula,  Eleanor  and  Emma.  Mr. 
Taylor  farmed  first  in  Illinois,  but  in  1871  emi- 
grated to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Jasper  County.  In 
1880  he  emigrated  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  set- 
tled in  Inland  Township  on  the  place  where  he 
now  lives.  He  bought  160  acres  of  land,  which  he 
has  improved  very  materially  by  setting  out  groves 
and  orchards,  erecting  buildings,  etc.  He  devotes 
a  great  deal  of  his  time  to  the  raising  of  stock, 
and  carries  on  farming  on  a  very  large  scale,  culti- 
vating from  400  to  600  acres.  To  his  marriage 
have  been  born  live  children  :  Alfred  (born  in  1863, 
and  married  to  Miss  Ida  Lamp),  Shirley  (married 
to  Miss  Nellie  Ingalsbe),  Giralda  (married  to  W. 
Woodard,  who  died  in  1889),  Clinton  and  Spencer. 
Mr.  Taylor  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Benjamin  Carpen 
ter,  the  grandfather  of  Mrs.  Taylor,  was  killed  at 
the  battle  of  Bunker  Hill.  He  was  of  English 
descent. 

R.  M.  Thompson,  real  estate  agent,  Sutton.  Neb. 


The  constant  change  in  the  ownership  of  property 
in  this  growing  city,  and  the  amount  of  land  still 
unpurchased  in  the  county,  makes  the  real  estate 
business  a  paying  one  in  Sutton.  Among  those 
who  have  been  successful  in  this  pursuit  is  the 
firm  of  Thompson  Bros.  K.  M.  Thompson  was 
born  in  Scotland,  and  is  a  son  of  James  and  Mar 
garet  Thompson,  the  latter' s  maiden  name  being 
Eadie.  The  j)arents  were  both  natives  of  Scotland, 
and  the  father  died  in  Buffalo,  N.  Y.,  in  1848,  two 
days  after  the  family  arrived  in  this  country.  Then 
the  mother  with  her  children  removed  to  Dane 
County,  Wis. ,  settled  on  a  farm  near  the  city  of 
Madison,  and  were  pioneers  of  that  county.  The 
mother  died  in  Sutton,  Ni'li..  in  1S74.  In  Sep- 
tember, 18()4,  K.  M.  Thoa][isou  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Eleventh  Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry, 
and  served  nearly  one  year,  being  discharged  at 
Mobile,  Ala.  He  came  to  Sutton,  Neb.,  in  1872, 
has  resided  here  ever  since,  and  is  now  engaged  in 
the  loan  and  real-estate  business.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics,  and  one  of  the  first-class  citizens 
of  the  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Evening  Star  Lodge  of  Sutton.  His 
brother,  W.  E.  Thompson,  was  born  and  educated 
in  Scotland.  During  his  residence  in  Wisconsin 
he  was  engaged  in  farming,  and  for  eight  years 
was  town  treasurer  of  Verona  and  precinct  in  Dane 
County.  He  came  to  Sutton  in  the  fall  of  1874, 
and  in  1888  was  elected  tax  collector  of  the  city  of 
Sutton  and  precinct,  and  in  1889  was  re-elected 
to  the  same  position.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Congrega- 
tional Church,  of  which  he  is  treasurer.  Another 
brother,  James  Thompson,  died  at  Collinsville, 
Pa.,  February  20,  1881,  while  on  a  business  trip 
to  that  State.  A  sister,  Margaret  Thompson,  who 
married  Daniel  B.  Lester,  died  in  Wisconsin.  To 
her  marriage  were  born  three  children:  Arthur, 
John  and  Eveline. 

Gritfith  J.  Thomas,  editor  of  the  Harvard 
Courier,  is  a  newspaper  man  of  long  experience, 
his  connection  with  his  present  paper  dating  from 
May  6,  1889.  He  was  born  in  Harlech,  Wales, 
January  20,  1847,  being  a  son  of  John  G.  and 
Mary  (Williams)  Thomas,   with  whom  he  came  to 
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America  when  he  was  but  four  years  old.  On 
reaching  this  country  the  family  first  located  at 
Remsen,  N.  Y . ,  and  subsequently  settled  at  Utica 
and  Frankfort  Hill,  the  mother  dying  at  the  latter 
place  in  the  month  of  April,  1854.  In  September, 
1855,  the  father,  accompanied  by  the  subject  of 
this  sketch,  went  to  Berlin,  Wis.,  where  the  latter 
spent  his  boyhood,  youth  and  early  manhood.  He 
attended  school  until  he  was  twelve  years  of  age, 
after  which  he  attended  a  district  school  a  portion 
of  each  winter  and  labored  upon  a  farm  each 
summer,  continuing  this  until  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  August  20,  1862,  becoming  a  member 
of  Company  C,  Thirty-second  Wisconsin  Volunteer 
Infantry,  acting  in  the  capacity  of  drummer  boy 
for  one  month.  July  17,  1863,  he  enlisted  in 
Company  B,  First  Wisconsin  Heavy  Artillery, 
with  which  he  served  until  August  30,  1865, 
being  mustered  out  of  service  at  Lexington,  Ky. 
A  part  of  this  time  he  was  on  detached  duty  as 
chief  clerk  of  the  First  Division,  Department  of 
Kentucky.  He  made  a  brave  and  loyal  soldier 
and  was  honorably  discharged.  He  then  returned 
to  his  home  at  Berlin,  Wis.,  but  April  1,  1866, 
he  went  to  Detroit,  Mich. ,  where  he  reported  for 
duty  on  board  the  United  States  revenue  steamer 
"John  A.  Dix."  He  served  as  quartermaster  on 
board  of  her  until  April  1 ,  1 S67,  then  returned  to 
Berlin  and  entered  the  office  of  the  Berlin  Cour- 
ant,  and  remained  connected  with  that  paper 
until  April,  1870,  discharging,  during  the  last 
two  years,  the  duties  of  editor  and  publisher.  He 
then  severed  his  connection  with  the  Courant  to 
accept  the  office  of  city  clerk,  to  which  he  had 
been  elected  by  a  handsome  majority,  in  which 
capacity  he  served  until  May  1,  1877,  when  he 
resigned  to  take  charge  of  the  Berlin  post-office, 
having  been  appointed  postmaster  by  President 
Hayes.  He  made  an  efficient  officer  until  August 
16,  1886,  when  his  successor  was  appointed  at  his 
request,  and  in  the  fall  of  that  year  he  removed  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  and  located  on  a  farm  which 
he  had  previously  purchased  in  Harvard  Township. 
In  the  fall  of  1888  he  removed  to  the  city  of  Har- 
vard, and  May  6,  1889,  he  purchased  the  Harvard 
Courier,   a  six-column  quarto  weekly   newspajjer, 


which  he  has  owned  and  ably  edited  since,  it  being 
one  of  the  spiciest  and  newsiest  journals  in  the 
West.  Politically  he  has  always  been  a  stanch 
supporter  of  Republican  principles,  and  socially 
he  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  K. 
of  P.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He 
served  as  commander  of  John  H.  Williams  Post 
No.  4,  of  Berlin,  Wis. ,  one  year,  but  prior  to  this 
he  had  served  as  department  commander  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  during  the  years  187'J,  1880 
and  1881.  In  the  K.  of  P.  Lodge  No.  7,  of  Ber- 
lin, he  served  as  keeper  of  records  and  seal  from 
1874  until  1879,  and  for  about  eight  years  he 
served  as  deputy  grand  chancellor,  and  for  five 
years  as  master  of  exchequer  in  the  same  order. 
He  is  now  a  member  of  Harvard  Lodge  of  Masons, 
and  Harvard  Lodge,  K.  of  P.,  but  retains  his 
membership  in  the  G.  A.  R.  and  A.  O.  U.  W.  at 
Berlin,  Wis.  He  was  married  November  1,  1874, 
to  Miss  Anna  E.  Griffith,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Anne  Griffith,  of  Seneca  Township,  Green 
Lake  County,  Wis.  Two  sons,  George  Henry  and 
Harrie  Griffith,  have  been  born  to  them,  and  they 
are  regular  attendants  upon  the  Harvard  High 
School. 

W.  Riley  Thurber,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Edgar,  Neb.  Mr.  Thurber  is  numbered  among  the 
younger  of  the  successful  and  rising  agriculturists 
of  this  county,  but  none  have  a  brighter  future  or 
will  make  better  use  of  their  advantages.  He  was 
born  in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  on  October  26,  1850,  I 
and  is  the  son  of  Frank  and  Orcelia  (Harris)  Thur- 
ber, natives  also  of  the  Buckeye  State.  William 
R.  Thurber  was  left  fatherless  when  but  four  years 
of  age  and  was  reared  and  educated  by  an  uncle 
until  the  latter  s  death,  which  occurred  when  Riley 
was  thirteen  years  old.  He  remained  in  Lake 
County  until  twenty  years  of  age,  and  in  April, 
1871,  homesteaded  an  eighty-acre  tract,  where  he 
now  lives,  which  he  has  since  increased  by  adding 
160  acres,  all  adjoining.  He  was  the  first  to 
settle  on  the  prairie  with  his  brother- in-law,  Wright 
M.  Stacy,  and  at  that  time  there  was  not  a  neigh- 
bor within  fourteen  miles.  Mr.  Thurber  now  has 
one  of  the  best  improved  places  in  the  precinct. 
He  has  his  farm  of  240  acres  all  fenced,  has  a  large 
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two-story  house,  a  new  barn,  one  of  the  best  in  the 
county,  and  is  also  engaged  in  raising  stock.  He 
has  a  tine  orchard  of  about  400  trees,  some  now 
liearing.  and  take  him  all  in  all,  is  one  of  the  moat 
enterprising  and  wide  awake  farmers  to  be  fonnd. 
He  has  been  engaged  iu  feeding  and  handling 
stock  for  about  twelve  years,  and  has  been  very 
successful  in  this  business.  When  tirst  coming  to 
this  State  he  had  but  $300,  and  has  made  what  he 
has  by  industry  and  economy.  He  was  married 
in  Lake  County,  Ohio,  on  February  lu,  1871.  to 
Miss  Ella  Stacy,  a  native  of  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
where  she  was  reared  and  educated,  and  the 
daughter  of  Abyram  Stacy,  now  a  citizen  of  Jeffer- 
son County.  Neb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thurber  are  the 
parents  of  heven  children:  Ida,  Ada,  Frank,  Anna,  I 
Burt,  Vern  and  Clifford.  Mr.  Thurber  is  a  Re- 
publican in  politics,  has  held  the  otfice  of  magis- 
trate, and  is  now  serving  his  fourth  term  as  justice 
of  his  township.  Mr.  Thurber  is  also  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  IT.  W.  Mrs.  Thurber  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Alvin  Timmerman  is  a  representative  farmer 
and  stock  raiser  and  dealer  of  Clay  County,  Neb., 
and  since  locating  here  he  has  become  well  known 
to  the  citizens  of  the  county.  He  was  born  in  the 
Mohawk  Valley,  in  Montgomery  County.  N.  Y., 
January  5,  1838,  a  son  of  Abram  I.  and  Maria 
(Defendorf)  Timmerman,  who  were  born  in  the 
same  State  and  county.  The  father's  death  oc- 
curred there  in  1882,  but  his  widow  still  survives 
him  and  is  now  making  her  home  with  her  young- 
est daughter.  Alvin  Timmerman  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  county,  and  in  his  youth  re- 
ceived the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  and 
an  academy,  improving  his  time  to  the  utmost  dur- 
ing his  attendance.  After  teaching  in  New  York 
for  quite  a  period  he  went  to  Illinois  and  there 
followed  the  same  occupation  for  some  time,  his 
labors  as  a  pedagogue  comprising  in  all  about  fif- 
teen years.  He  took  up  his  abode  in  Illinois  in 
1866,  and  moved  from  there  to  Nebraska  in  1884. 
settling  in  Clay  County,  and  purchasing  the  farm 
where  he  now  resides,  which  amounts  to  160  acres 
of  fertile  land,  the  buildings  on  which  are  fair. 
He  has  been  quite  extensively  engaged  in  the  stock 


business  for  some  time,  and  each  year  disposes  of 
some  tine  stall-fed  steers.  His  marriage  to  Miss 
Mary  J.  Phillips  took  place  March  12,  1862,  and 
to  them  a  family  of  eight  sons  and  tive  sons  have 
been  born:  Birdella  (wife  of  Arthur  Matthews,  of 
Clay  County),  Lincoln  A.  (who  is  attending  the 
Normal  College  at  Peru,  and  will  graduate  this 
year).  Van  D.  (who  is  at  home,  a  teacher  by  pro 
fession),  A.  I. ,  Harry,  Jay,  Fred,  Madge,  Oracle, 
Wade  F.,  Rollo,  Faye  and  Edith.  Since  locating 
in  Clay  County  Mr.  Timmerman  has  done  his  full 
share  in  advancing  every  interest  of  the  county, 
and  his  endeavors  towai'd  promoting  this  end  have 
been  recognized  by  a  host  of  acquaintances,  among 
whom  he  stands  high  as  a  man  and  citizen.  He  is 
of  the  Fanners'  Alliance,  being  secre- 


tary of  his  lodge,  and  he  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Ira  Titus,  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Fairfield,  Neb.,  and  one  of  the  prominent  business 
men  of  that  city,  owes  his  nativity  to  McHenry 
County,  111.,  where  his  birth  occurred  December  18, 
1846,  and  is  the  son  of  Starr  and  Elsie  (Hickox) 
Titus,  natives  of  New  York  State.  In  1855  the 
parents  removed  to  Richland  County,  Wis.,  where 
Ira  Titus  was  reared  and  educated.  In  1864  the 
latter  enlisted  in  the  Union  army.  Company  F, 
Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry,  and  served  as  a  private 
until  December,  1865.  In  the  spring  of  the  fol- 
lowing year  he  went  to  Polk  County,  Iowa,  and 
followed  farming  there  and  in  Jasper  County, 
Iowa,  until  March,  1883,  when  he  removed  to  Fair- 
tield.  Neb.  The  following  December  he  accepted 
a  position  as  book-keeper  with  the  Fairfield  Bank, 
and  was  later  made  assistant  cashier.  Upon  the 
organization  of  the  First  National  he  assumed 
the  same  position  with  this  institution,  and  in  Janu- 
ary, 1888,  was  elected  cashier,  which  position  he  has 
since  tilled  in  an  active  and  reliable  manner.  In 
October,  1872,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth 
Crooke,  a  native  of  Martin  County,  Ind.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  seven  interesting  children: 
Bui-dett,  Audrey,  Carl,  Grace,  Beryl,  Bertha  and 
Clara.  Mr.  Titus  is  a  Prohibitionist,  and  in  his 
political  views  generally  atBliates  with  the  Prohibi 
tion  party.     He  and  Mrs.  Titus  are  members  of  the 
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Christian  Church,  and  he  is  recognized  as  one  of 
Clay  County's  most  enterprising  and  successful 
citizens. 

William  Wakelin  has  devoted  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-raising  the  greater  portion  of 
his  life,  and  as  a  result  is  one  of  the  well-to-do 
residents  of  Clay  County,  Neb.  He  was  born  in 
Muskegon  County,  Mich.,  January  16,  1863,  being 
a  son  of  James  and  Rosamond  (Heaton)  Wakelin, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  England.  The  father 
came  to  the  United  States  when  a  young  man  and 
married  and  located  in  Muskegon  County,  Mich. 
From  there  he  moved  to  Clay  County,  Neb.,  in 
1880,  and  died  on  his  farm  in  Section  21,  Lone 
Tree  Township,  on  October  17,  1889.  His  first 
wife  died  about  1869  or  1870,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren: Mary  R.,  William  and  Richard.  Hissecond 
marriage  was  to  Mrs.  Rachel  Trask,  who  still  sur- 
vives him,  having  borne  him  one  child,  a  son.  She 
has  two  children,  Albert  and  Jane  Trask,  who  were 
born  to  her  first  union.  William  Wakelin  was 
reared  in  the  lumber  regions  of  Michigan,  but  came 
to  this  State  with  his  father  and  three  years  later 
began  farming  for  himself,  purchasing  his  present 
excellent  farm  in  the  fall  of  1888.  He  was  united 
in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to  Miss  Nettie  McFarland, 
a  daughter  of  Archie  McFarland  of  Clay  County. 
Mr.  \Vakelin  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  is 
one  of  the  wide-awake  and  enterprising  young 
farmers  of  the  county,  and  by  his  advanced  ideas  and 
progressive  habits  has  done  no  little  for  the  farm- 
ing interests  hereabouts. 

P.  T.  Walton,  auctioneer,  Sutton,  Neb.  Among 
the  names  identified  with  the  business  enterprises 
of  Sutton,  commanding  worthy  mention,  is  that  of 
P.  T.  Walton  &  Son,  who  are  known  throughout 
the  city  and  adjoining  county  as  the  best  auction- 
eers to  be  found.  P.  T.  Walton  was  born  in 
Whitley  County,  Ind.,  September  9,  1847,  and  is 
the  son  of  P.  R.  and  Prudence  (Hodges)  Walton, 
the  father  a  native  of  the  Green  Mountain  State, 
born  November  7,  1809,  and  the  mother  a  native  of 
Utica,  N.  Y.,  where  her  birth  occurred  on  No 
vember  22,  1811.  She  died  March  4,  1871.  P. 
T.    Walton,    the   third  of    five    children   (four  of 


whom  are  living)  born  to  his  parents'  marriage, 
was  reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and 
having  his  father's  consent,  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  Thirty- first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served 
three  years,  or  until  1865,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky.  He  then  returned 
to  Delaware  County,  Iowa,  whither  the  family  had 
removed  in  1857,  and  spent  two  years  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  then  took  several  courses 
in  music,  and  from  1867  to  1873  taught  both  vocal 
and  instrumental  music  in  Iowa  and  Nebraska  and 
was  a  very  successful  musician.  He  came  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  May  20,  1871,  and  has  since  been  a 
resident  of  this  county,  being  engaged  from  1873  to 
1878  in  the  employ  of  the  Wheeler  &  Wilson  Sewing 
Machine  Company.  From  1878  to  1886  he  was  in 
the  agricultural  implement  business,  and  in  March, 
1887,  he  received  a  patent  for  Walton's  Sure  Cure 
for  Hog  Cholera.  Since  the  granting  of  the  same 
he  has  been  manufacturing  and  selling  this  remedy, 
which  has  proven  to  be  one  of  the  best  cures  of 
its  kind  in  the  market.  He  has  also  been  in  the 
auctioneer  business  all  the  time  since  his  residence 
in  this  State,  and  is  one  of  the  successful  men  in 
this  line.  He  was  married  on  August  5,  1866,  to 
Miss  Mary  Huskey,  a  native  of  Germany,  born  in 
1842,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  have  been  four 
children:  B.  T.  (who  is  now  in  partnership  with 
his  father),  Lydia  M. ,  James  E.  and  Grace  B. 
In  politics  Mr.  Walton  is  a  Republican,  and  so- 
cially he  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
and  K.  of  P.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  for  two  years  he 
has  been  Sabbath-school  superintendent  at  Sutton. 
He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Clay  Coiinty  and  an 
honored  and  respected  citizen. 

George  Weber  is  a  native  of  Ashland  County, 
Ohio,  born  on  October  23,  1848,  and  is  of  German 
descent,  his  parents  Michael  and  Mary  Magdaline 
(Spillman)  Weber,  having  been  born,  reared  and 
married  there.  They  immigrated  to  the  United 
States  in  the  year  1847,  and  located  in  Adair 
County,  Mo.,  in  1858,  near  Kirksville,  and  are 
there  now  living.  Mr.  Weber  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Federal  army  for  three  years,  and  was  in  the 
Kirksville   (Mo.)  fight,    as  well    as   a  number    of 
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others.  George  Weber  remained  with  his  father 
until  he  was  twenty  years  of  age,  then  went  to 
work  for  him.self,  and  in  1875  came  to  Nebraska, 
arriving  in  Clay  County  in  March  of  that  year, 
and  immediately  homesteaded  eighty  aci'es  of  the 
land  where  he  now  lives,  being  now  the  owner  of 
200  acres,  all  under  fence  and  cultivation,  well 
improved  with  all  necessary  buildings,  his  barn 
and  rt^sidence  being  new.  His  orchard  comprises 
about  200  trees.  The  property  of  which  he  is 
the  owner,  has  been  mostly  obtained  since  coming 
to  Nebraska,  and  he  is  deservedly  classed  among 
the  sul)stantial  farmers  of  the  county.  He  was 
married  in  Adair  County,  Mo.,  December  24, 
1871,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Ellen  Stanley,  a  native  of 
Indiana,  born  in  Porter  County,  and  a  daughter  of 
Solomon  Stanley.  She  and  Mr.  Weber  are  the 
parents  of  three  children :  Jacob  M. ,  Minnie  May 
and  AVilliam  A.  Both  parents  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Edgar,  and  he 
belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Henry  Weber,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Sut- 
ton, Neb.  This  prosperous  and  most  successful 
farmer  and  stock-raiser  emigrated  to  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  from  Russia,  in  1875,  and  first  located  at 
Sutton,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farm  labor  for 
about  four  years.  The  four  years  following  this 
he  was  engaged  in  buying  stock  for  Thomas 
Powers,  and  in  1883  he  purchased  his  present 
homestead  of  160  acres,  115  of  which  are  under 
cultivation.  Henry  Weber  is  the  son  of  J.  and 
Susanna  (Schait)  Weber,  and  the  grandson  of 
Henry  and  Maria  K.  (Borel)  Weber,  who  are  still 
living  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  parents  were  born 
in  Russia,  where  the  mother  resides  at  the  present 
day,  but  the  father  died  in  1870.  Henry  Weber 
was  born  on  December  16,  1854,  and  was  married 
at  Sutton,  Neb.,  on  February  13,  1883,  to  Miss 
Minnie  Keller,  the  daughter  of  Otto  and  Dorothea 
(Bierman)  Keller,  natives  of  Hanover,  Germany. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Keller  emigrated  to  Illinois  about 
1857,  thence  to  Nebraska  about  1880,  and  located 
in  Fillmore  County.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weber 
have  been  born  four  children,  all  sons:  Wilhelm 
G.  (born  on  November  4,  1884),  Louis  H.  (born  on 
February  4,  1886),  Frederick  J.  (born  on  Septem 


ber  27,  1887)  and  Edward  (born  on  May  9,  1889). 
Mr.  Webei'  has  been  a  witness  to  the  growth  and 
development  of  the  country,  and  has  been  quite 
successful  in  his  pursuits.  He  is  one  of  the  well- 
to-do  farmers  of  his  township.  He  and  wife  were 
formerly  members  of  the  German  Reformed  Church, 
which  they  still  attend,  but  do  not  hold  member 
ship.  He  cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  James 
A.  Garfield,  and  has  always  supported  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

John  Weir,  farmer  and  stock  -  raiser,  Lewis 
Township,  Clay  County.  In  mentioning  those 
of  foreign  birth  who  have  become  closely  associ- 
ated with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests 
of  Clay  County,  we  should  not  fail  to  mention  Mr. 
Weir,  who  is  not  only  one  of  the  substantial  men 
of  the  county,  but  is  also  esteemed  and  respected 
by  all  who.  know  him.  He  was  born  in  County 
Donegal,  Ireland,  in  1835,  and  there  received  the 
principal  part  of  his  education.  When  sixteen 
years  of  age  he  came  to  the  United  States,  secured 
a  position  as  clerk  in  a  store,  and  continued  in 
the  same  for  four  years.  He  saved  his  salary, 
and  later  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  rented  a  farm 
in  Stark  County,  and  tilled  the  soil  until  he  had 
accumulated  sufficient  means  to  enable  him  to 
purchase  land,  remaining  there  until  1882,  when 
he  emigrated  west.  He  sold  his  farm  -of  eighty 
acres  for  $12,000,  and  came  immediately  to  Clay 
County,  where  he  bougJit  half  a  section  of  land, 
and  this  he  has  since  increased  to  a  section.  He 
is  an  extensive  stockman,  and  is  decidedly  one  of 
the  largest  feeders  in  the  county.  He  was  mar- 
ried at  the  age  of  twenty-three  in  Stark  County, 
111.,  to  Miss  Jeanette  E.  Fall,  a  native  of  Scotland, 
atid  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  nine  children, 
eight  now  living:  William,  Adam  A.,  Margaret, 
Jennie  A.,  Mary,  James  E.,  Hiram  H.,  John,  and 
one  died  at  the  age  of  seven  months.  In  his  po- 
litical views  Mr.  Weir  is  a  Democrat,  and  is  quite 
deeply  interested  in  politics.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  all  his  people  were 
members  of  the  same.  '  He  is  the  son  of  William 
and  Mary  Weir,  the  father  a  farmer  by  occupation. 

Justus  E.  Wheeler,  clerk  of  the  district  court. 
Clay  Center,  Neb.      Every  life  has  a  history  of  its 
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own,  and  although  in  appearance  it  may  possess 
little  to  distinguish  it  from  others,  yet  the  political 
career  and  experience  of  Mr.  Wheeler  as  well  as 
his  popularity  as  a  citizen,  have  contributed  to  give 
him  a  wide  and  popular  acquaintance  with  nearly 
every  resident  of  Clay  County.  He  was  bom  in 
Stephenson  County,  111  ,  on  February  7,  1846.  and 
is  the  son  of  Henry  R.  and  Electa  B.  (Ellis) 
Wheeler,  natives  of  Greene  County,  N.  Y.  Justus 
E.  Wheeler  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
county,  and  received  a  good  high  school  and  busi- 
ness education  in  the  same.  In  1868  he  enlisted 
in  the  Union  army  as  private  in  Company  D, 
Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry,  serving  as  private  and  non- 
commissioned officer  with  the  Fourth  and  Twelfth 
Cavalry,  until  June,  1866.  After  the  war  he  en- 
tered the  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
revenue  department,  and  later  followed,  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Chicago  until  1874,  when  he  moved  to 
Clay  County,  Neb.,  with  his  father  and  family. 
The  father  died  at  Harvard  in  1884.  Justus  E. 
followed  farming  until  1881,  when  he  moved  to 
Clay  Center,  and  was  deputy  county  clerk  for  four 
years.  In  1887  he  was  elected  to  his  present  office 
which  he  has  tilled  ably  and  well  ever  since.  On 
January  18,  1871,  he  was  united  in  marriage  with 
Miss  Charlotte  A.  Winters,  a  native  of  Wayne 
County,  N.  Y. ,  and  to  his  marriage  has  been  born 
one  child,  a  son,  Henry  K.  Mr.  Wheeler  is  a  Re- 
publican in  his  political  views  and  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  a  man  much  re- 
spected and  an  intelligent  and  upright  citizen. 

Henry  S.  White.  This  honored  and  respected 
resident  of  Lone  Tree  Township  is  accorded  a 
worthy  place  in  this  volume,  for  he  is  a  well-known 
agriculturist  and  stockman,  and  a  man  of  un 
doubted  integrity  and  honesty  of  purpose.  He 
was  born  in  Geauga  County,  Ohio,  October  4,  1853. 
and  is  a  son  of  Shephard  and  Louisa  (Stafford) 
White,  natives,  respectively,  of  Vermont  and  New 
York.  Henry  S.  White  has  been  familiar  with 
the  duties  of  farm  life  from  his  earliest  recollec- 
tions, and  besides-  spending  his  youth  in  assisting 
his  father  in  tilling  the  home  farm  he  attended 
.school,   and   in  time   entered  Hiram  College,  and 


upon  leaving  this  institution  he  followed  the  occu- 
pation of  school-teaching  for  several  years.  In  the 
month  of  May,  1879,  he  came  to  Clay  County,  Neb. . 
and  in  the  month  of  February,  1880,  purchased 
eighty  acres  of  fertile  land  in  Section  36,  afterward 
piirchasing  120  acres  more  in  the  same  section, 
which  he  still  owns  and  upon  which  he  has  resided 
since  1881.  December  25,  1882,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Esther,  a  daughter  of  Henry  and  Esther 
(Rose)  Hall,  of  Fairfield,  a  sketch  of  whom  ap- 
pears in  this  work.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  White  have 
reared  a  family  of  three  children:  Charles  H., 
Elsie  E.  and  Bertha  Grace.  Mr.  White  has  al 
ways  been  a  Republican  in  his  political  views  until 
of  late,  and  is  now  a  Prohibitionist.  He  and  Mrs. 
White  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
he  is  a  man  who  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  up 
right  and  respected  agriculturists  and  citizens  of 
Clay  County. 

John  G.  White,  a  resident  of  Fairtield  Town- 
ship, was  born  on  the  28th  day  ol  May,  18(50,  in 
Geauga  County,  Ohio,  and  is  a  son  of  Shephard 
White,  a  native  of  the  ' '  Green  Mountain  State. 
John  G.  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  being  rather  mischievous  and  careless  in  his 
youth,  did  not  take  advantage  of  the  opportunities 
offered  him  for  advancement,  and  only  ac(|uired  a 
common-school  education.  Like  the  majority  of 
boys  he  followed  in  his  father's  footsteps,  and  has 
always  given  his  attention  to  agriculture.  After 
residing  in  his  native  State  until  he  attained  his 
majority,  he,  in  1882,  followed  his  brother  Henry, 
and  came  west,  settling  in  Clay  County,  where  he 
purchased  240  acres  of  land,  but  now  only  owns 
160  acres,  eighty  acres  in  Section  1,  and  eighty 
acres  in  Edgar  Township.  Miss  Jennie  C.  Buffing- 
ton,  a  daughter  of  John  Buffington,  of  Indiana,  be- 
came his  wife,  she  having  been  born  near  Knos- 
ville,  Knox  County,  111.,  August  7,  1862,  and  to 
them  two  children  have  been  born:  Edna  and  an 
infant  unnamed.  In  connection  with  his  farming 
operations  Mr.  White  is  engaged  in  raising  a  good 
grade  of  horses  and  cattle,  and  although  a  young 
man  and  a  recent  settler,  he  is  already  accounted  a 
representative  farmer  of  the  county,  and  being  hon  - 
est  in  all  his  dealings  with  the  public  he  is  respect 
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ed  and  esteemed  accordiugly.  He  has  always  sup- 
ported the  men  and  measures  of  the  Eepublican 
party,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church  at 
Fairfield.  By  careful  management  he  has  secured 
a  start  toward  a  handsome  competency,  and  gives 
every  promise  of  becoming  a  wealthy  citizen. 

William  T.  Widenor,  farmer  and  stockman. 
Inland,  Neb.  In  Inland  Township  there  are  to  be 
found  a  number  of  men  who,  while  perhaps  not 
as  large  land  holders  as  many  others  in  the  county, 
devote  themselves  with  such  ceaseless  energy  to 
the  estate  they  do  own  that  the  results  are  much 
more  satisfactory  than  had  the  same  amount  of  la- 
bor been  placed  upon  a  larger  tract.  Mr.  Widenor 
owns  eighty  acres  of  land  but  has  all  this  under 
cultivation,  with  good  orchard,  complete  and  neces- 
sary bxiildings  and  other  desirable  conveniences. 
This  farm  is  located  three  miles  from  Inland  and 
about  six  miles  from  Hastings.  Mr.  Widenor  is  a 
native  of  New  Jersey,  born  in  Warren  County,  in 
1830,  and  is  the  third  of  four  children  born  to  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Widenor,  the  latter  first 
daughter  of  John  Thomas,  all  of  New  Jersey.  The 
parents  were  born  in  Warren  County,  N.  J.,  in 
1802  and  1798,  respectively,  and  the  father  was  a 
carpenter  by  trade.  They  were  married  in  1825, 
and  reared  a  family  of  four  children:  Henry  (in 
Conway,  Taylor  County,  Iowa,  married),  George 
(in  New  Jersey,  married),  William  T.  and  John  T. 
(who  is  married  and  resides  at  Scranton,  Pa.)  The 
parents  of  these  children  died  in  their  native  county 
in  1836  and  1855,  respectively.  The  father  was  a 
Democrat  in  politics.  His  father,  Henry  Widenor, 
was  of  German  descent.  William  T.  Widenor  re- 
ceived his  schooling  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  1853 
went  to  Lackawanna  County,  Pa.  Previous  to  this, 
in  1850,  he  was  married  in  New  Jersey,  to  Miss 
Catherine  M.  Price,  of  New  Jersey  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Robert  and  Jane  Price,  also  natives  of  New 
Jersey.  William  T.  W'idenor  followed  tanning  from 
his  early  youth  and  this  continued  in  Pennsylvania 
until  1872,  when  he  emigrated  to  Wisconsin  and  set- 
tled in  Sauk  County  of  that  State,  where  he  tilled 
the  soil.  In  the  same  year  Mr.  Widenor  came  to 
Clay  County.  He  entered  eighty  acres  of  land  from 
the  government  and  to  this  he  moved  his  family  in 


September,  1873.  He  and  wife  aie  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  he  is  a  class- 
leader  in  the  same  at  Inland.  In  politics  he  is 
Democratic  and  has  been  judge  of  election  in  In- 
land Township.  To  his  marriage  were  born  the 
following  children:  Elizabeth  (now  Mrs.  True  of 
Hayes  County,  Neb.),  George  (a  farmer  and  horse 
raiser  of  Clay  County),  Emma  (now  Mrs.  Wise  of 
Hayes  Coimty,  Neb.).  William  M.,  John,  Susan 
(now  Mrs.  Hartley  of  Clay  County,  Neb.),  Alma 
(now  Mrs.  Morrison  of  Dundee  County,  Neb. )  and 
Ruth. 

James  Williams.  There  are  few  farms,  if  any, 
of  its  size  in  this  portion  of  Clay  County,  Neb., 
that  represent  a  handsomer  picture  of  advanced 
agriculture  than  the  one  referred  to  in  the  present 
sketch.  It  comprises  160  acres  of  fertile  land,  all 
of  which  is  inclosed  in  a  good  hedge  fence,  and  is 
in  a  tine  state  of  cultivation,  well  improved  with  a 
commodious  and  substantial  frame  residence,  a 
good  new  barn,  granaries,  etc.,  besides  an  ex- 
cellent grove  of  cottonwoods,  box- elder  and  ash, 
comprising  about  eight  acres,  and  an  excellent 
young  orchard  just  commencing  to  bear.  Mr.  Will- 
iams, the  owner  of  this  farm,  was  born  in  Greene 
County,  III.,  October  20,  1835,  and  is  a  son  of 
James  and  Lucy  (Crittenden)  Williams,  who  were 
born  in  East  Tennessee  and  Culpeper  County, 
Va.,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  1792.  He  re- 
moved to  Kentucky  with  his  father  at  a  veiy  early 
day,  and  was  there  reared  to  manhood,  but  in  the 
fall  of  1829  he  became  a  resident  of  Greene  Coun- 
ty, 111.,  which  place  continued  to  be  his  home  until 
1855,  when  he  moved  to  Macoupin  County,  where 
his  death  occurred  on  July  1,  1882.  He  and  his 
father  and  brother  served  in  the  War  of  1812  along 
the  shores  of  Lake  Erie.  His  wife's  death  occurred 
several  years  prior  to  his  own.  James  Williams, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  remained  with  his  par- 
ents until  twenty-nine  years  of  age,  living  with 
them  in  Greene  and  Macoupin  Counties,  after  which 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits  for  himself, 
remaining  there  until  April,  1889,  being  the  owner 
of  a  one-half  section  of  land  in  the  last-named 
county.  At  the  above-mentioned  date  he  sold  out 
and  purchased  his  present    property,    which    has 
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proved  a  decidedly  good  investment.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Macoupin  County,  111.,  June  80,  1863,  to 
Miss  Mary  J.  Strong,  a  daughter  of  Solomon  and 
Elizabeth  Strong,  but  she  died  in  1865,  having  be- 
come the  mother  of  one  child,  who  is  now  deceased. 
Mr.  Williams  married  his  present  wife  September 
3,  1868,  she  being  Miss  Strong,  born  in  Scott 
County,  III.,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  William  H.  Strong, 
who  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  had  been  a 
minister  of  the  Chri.stian  Church  for  lifty  years. 
Four  children  were  born  to  Mr.  Williams'  sec- 
ond marriage,  Elmer  E.  (who  is  now  attending 
school  at  Fairfield)  and  John  D.  (a  lad  of  thir- 
teen years)  being  the  only  ones  now  living.  Lulu 
died  at  the  age  of  seventeen  months  in  Illinois, 
and  James  C.  March  3,  188'.»,  at  the  age  of  five 
years.  The  family  worship  in  the  Christian  Church 
at  Fairfield,  and  are  honest  and  upright  citizens. 
Dr.  Marcus  W.  Wilcox,  physician.  Harvard, 
Neb.  Dr.  Wilcox  is  recognized  throughout  the 
State  as  a  friend  of  and  laborer  in  the  cause  and 
advancement  of  the  medical  fraternity,  and  no 
name  is  better  known  among  the  medical  profes- 
sion than  his.  He  was  originally  from  Honeoye 
Falls,  Monroe  County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth 
occurred  June  14,  1832,  and  is  the  son  of  John  W. 
and  Polly  (Hurlburt)  Wilcox,  both  natives  of  the 
State  of  New  York.  Dr.  Wilcox  was  but  three 
years  of  age  when  his  father  died,  and  when  six 
years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  widowed  mother, 
two  brothers  and  two  sisters,  to  Ashtabula  County. 
Ohio,  where  he  grew  to  manhood.  He  passed  his 
youth  in  the  town  of  Jeft'erson,  and  when  not  in 
school  was  employed  as  a  clerk.  At  twenty-one 
years  of  age  he  took  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
in  the  fall  of  1851  entered  the  Eclectic  Medical 
College  of  Cincinnati,  which  he  attended  one  term, 
being  provided  with  the  necessary  means  by  ex- 
United  States  Senator  Benjamin  Wade.  In  the 
fall  of  ^1852  he  began  his  practice  at  Sycamore, 
Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  and  afterward  graduated 
from  the  Ohio  Medical  College  of  Cincinnati.  In 
1864  he  received  his  degree  from  the  Chicago 
Medical  College.  Prior  to  this  he  had  successfully 
])racticed  his  profession  at  Carey,  Ohio,  and  Mat 
loou.  111.      In  1871  became  to  Nebraska,  and  after 


practicing  in  Lincoln  one  year,  located  in  Sutton 
and  there  continued  until  1881.  In  that  year  he 
located  in  Harvard,  where  he  has  since  devoted 
himself  to  the  relief  of  suffering  humanity.  He 
has  practiced  his  profession  in  Clay  County  for  the 
past  seventeen  years,  and  is  now  numbered  among 
its  oldest  and  most  prominent  physicians.  Dr. 
Wilcox  was  married  in  Wyandot  County,  Ohio,  to 
Miss  Angeline  C.  Hall,  a  native  of  Lake  County, 
and  the  daughter  of  Moses  Hall.  She  died  in  1860, 
leaving  one  child,  Frank  W. ,  who  is  now  a  young 
man.  Dr.  Wilcox  was  married  to  his  present  wife 
in  the  fall  of  1881.  She  was  formerly  Miss  Lydia 
Martin,  daughter  of  Capt.  George  W.  Martin,  of 
Harvard.  Dr.  Wilcox  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason  and 
in  politics  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Republican 
party.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Nebraska  State 
Constitutional  Convention  in  1875.  He  served  as 
postmaster  of  Mattoon,  111. ,  under  Andrew  Johnson, 
and  he  was  the  first  mayor  of  the  city  of  Harvard, 
Neb.  He  has  represented  Clay  and  Fillmore  Conn 
tiest)ne  term  in  the  State  Senate,  and  is  one  of  the 
representative  citizens  of  the  county.  He  is  a 
pleasant,  sociable  man,  and  possesses  a  quiet  and 
amiable  disposition.  He  has  led  an  active  life, 
and  in  every  circle,  whether  of  a  civil,  professional 
or  political  character,  he  has  been  conscientious  in 
doing  his  whole  duty,  and  is  an  honorable,  upright 
man. 

C.  J.  Wilson.  One  of  the  neatest  and  best- 
conducted  farms  in  Clay  County  is  that  controlled 
by  Mr.  Wilson,  on  which  he  has  resided  since 
1881.  Although  he  came  to  the  State  in  1879  his 
buildings  and  fences  are  all  in  excellent  repair  and 
he  has  good  fruits  of  all  kinds  and  five  acres  of  an 
excellent  young  forest.  Besides  tilling  the  soil 
much  of  his  attention  is  given  to  raising  fine  stock. 
He  owns  some  tine  horses,  cattle  and  swine.  He  was 
born  in  Lafayette  County,  Wis. ,  November  1,  1861, 
being  the  third  child  born  to  Miles  and  Rachel 
(Gurly)  Wilson,  the  former  a  native  of  Yorkshire, 
England,  and  the  latter  of  Edinburgh,  Scotland. 
Miles  Wilson  received  his  early  education  in  Eng- 
land and  was  there  reared  to  manhood.  In  1850 
he  came  to  the  United  States  and  settled  in 
Gelana,  Wis.,  where  he   engaged   in    agricultural 
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pursuits.  He  was  married  in  1858,  and  bis  mar- 
riage resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  four 
of  whom  are  now  living:  C.  J.,  Nancy  (now  the 
wife  of  D.  B.  Helm,  living  in  Cerro  Gordo  County, 
Iowa),  Mary  J.  (living  in  Denver,  Colo. )  and  E.  V. 
(a  resident  of  Cerro  Gordo  County,  Iowa).  From 
Wisconsin  Mr.  Wilson  removed  to  Clay  County, 
Neb. ,  in  January,  1871),  and  here  makes  his  home,  his 
wife  having  died  October  7,  1887.  C.  J.Wilson,  the 
immediate  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  reared  in 
Wisconsin,  and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  com- 
menced tilling  the  soil  on  his  own  responsibility. 
February  29,  1888,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Luella 
Raster,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  Raster  and  Marga- 
ret (Williamson)  Raster,  of  Wisconsin,  in  which 
State  he  was  married.  They  have  one  child,  Dar- 
win. Mr.  W^ilson  is  an  active  Democrat  and  has 
been  a  delegate  to  the  county  conventions  for  sev- 
eral years  in  succession,  and  socially  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  R  of  P.  and  the  Farmers' 
Alliance. 

M.  Wittenberg,  merchant.  Sutton,  Neb.  The 
trade  carried  on  in  merchandising  is  of  very  great 
importance,  and  constitutes  a  leading  factor  in  the 
commercial  fabric  of  the  smaller  towns  and  vil 
lages.  It  is  a  line  of  business  requiring  special 
(jualifications  of  a  high  order,  and  only  those  pos- 
sessed of  these  succeed  in  this  somewhat  precarious 
undertaking.  Prominent  among  those  engaged  in 
this  line  in  Sutton  is  Mr.  M.  Wittenberg,  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  the  county  and  one  of  the  oldest  con- 
tinuous dry  goods  merchants  of  Sutton.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Hungary,  where  his  birth  occurred 
in  April,  1837,  and  is  the  son  of  Morris  and  Rachel 
(Fischer)  Wittenberg,  natives,  also,  of  Hungary. 
The  mother  died  in  that  country  at  the  age  of  thirty- 
live  years,  and  the  father  died  in  Portland,  Ore. , 
at  the  age  of  seventy-two  years.  By  occupation  he 
was  a  merchant.  M.  Wittenberg,  the  eldest  of  four 
living  children,  came  to  the  United  States  in  1857 
and  settled  in  Kansas.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany B,  Twelfth  Ransas  Volunteer  Infantry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had  a  brother, 
Arnold,  who  was  a  member  of  Company  H,  Second 
Kansas  Volunteer  Cavalry,  enlisting  in  1861,  and 
who  died  from  wounds  received  at  Little  Rock,  Ark. 


After  the  war  Mr.  Wittenberg  retuined  to  Ransas 
and  spent  some  time  on  the  farm,  after  which  he 
went  to  Topeka,  of  that  State,  and  until  1872  was  a 
merchant  of  that  city.  He  came  to  Sutton  in  the 
fall  of  1N72,  and  at  once  engaged  in  the  same  busi 
ness  here.  This  he  has  since  continued,  and  has 
been  unusually  successful.  He  is  energetic  and 
enterprising,  a  thorough  and  competent  man  of  busi- 
ness, who  is  honorable  and  upright  in  all  his  deal- 
ings. In  1 887  he  built  his  present  business  house, 
a  commodious  brick  structure,  two  stories  high, 
42x81  feet,  and  carries  the  most  complete  line  of 
dry  goods  in  this  part  of  Nebraska.  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  building  a  number  of  the  best 
structures  in  Sutton,  and  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive men  of  that  city.  He  was  imited  in  marriage 
at  Topeka.  Ras..  in  March,  1871,  to  Miss  Rachel 
Schumacher,  a  native  of  France,  born  in  184U.  and 
their  union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six 
children:  Bell,  Nannie,  Herman,  Abe,  Sophia  and 
Esther.  In  politics  Mr.  Wittenberg  is  a  Repub 
lican.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity, 
Sutton  Lodge  No.  49,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Sut- 
ton town  council.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R. ,  and  is  one  of  the  directors  of  the  First 
National  Bank.  He  is  a  self-made  man,  and  de 
serves  much  credit  for  his  enterprise  and  business 
ability. 

Christopher  E.  Wolf  is  a  grain  buyer,  represent 
ing  J.  H.  Gregg  of  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  He  was  born 
in  North  English,  Reokuk  County,  Iowa,  May  19, 
1864,  and  was  the  third  of  eleven  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  Abraham  Wolf  and  Catherine  Fritz, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  the 
former  in  September,  1847,  aod  the  latter  in  Jan 
uary,  1853.  Owing  to  the  long  distance  this 
family  lived  from  any  school,  Christojjher  E.  re 
ceived  very  meager  educational  advantages,  and 
at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years  he  commenced 
the  battle  of  life  for  himself  by  working  on  a  farm, 
as  his  parents  had  all  they  could  do  to  properly 
care  for  the  remainder  of  the  family.  At  the  age 
of  sixteen  years  he  went  to  Shelby,  Iowa,  and 
worked  as  a  farm  hand,  sending  his  wages  to  his 
parents,  only  reserving  an  amount  sufficient  to 
meet  his  own  immediate  expenses.      He  remained 
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in  that  county  until  the  spring  of  1885,  then  emi- 
grated to  Holt  County,  Neb. ,  and  took  up  a  tree 
claim,  but  at  the  end  of  one  year  disposed  of  this 
property  and  accepted  a  position  on  the  North- 
western Railroad,  which  was  at  the  time  it  was 
being  built  a  branch  from  Chadron,  Neb.,  to  the 
Black  Hills.  He  remained  thus  employed  for 
tifteen  months,  then  returned  to  Holt  County,  and 
on  June  30,  1887,  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Lena  Barnhill,  a  daughter  of  William  T.  and  Mary 
(Potter)  Barnhill,  who  were  born  in  the  "  Blue 
Grass  State,"  in  1847,  and  in  New  Jersey  iti  1853, 
respectively.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wolf  have  one  child 
named  Gary.  After  being  engaged  in  farming  in 
Holt  County  with  his  father  in-law  until  1887,  Mr. 
Wolf  removed  with  his  family  to  Ayr,  then  came 
to  his  present  location.  Upon  tirst  coming  here 
he  was  engaged  in  husking  corn  for  the  different 
farmers  until  February  20,  1S88,  when  he  entered 
the  service  of  his  present  employer,  J.  H.  Gregg, 
and  has  since  been  engaged  in  buying  grain.  He 
is  a  wide-awake  young  man,  and  by  his  upright 
dealing  and  energy  has  acquired  a  handsome  com- 
petency, and  gives  every  promise  of  becoming  a 
wealthy  citizen.  He  believes  in  enjoying  life  as 
he  goes  along,  but  is  also  a  believer  in  putting  by 
some  money  for  a  rainy  day,  and  has  already  made 
an  excellent  start  in  this  direction.  He  has  always 
been  a  s-tanch  supporter  of  Republican  principles, 
and  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Evangelical 
Church. 

Thomas  Woods  is  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
feeder  of  Linn  Precinct,  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and 
was  born  in  County  Monahan,  Ireland,  in  1852, 
his  parents,  Moses  and  Margaret  (Boyce)  Woods, 
being  also  born  there  in  1810  and  1818,  respect- 
ively. In  1868  they  left  the  land  of  their  birth 
to  come  to  America  and  located  in  Iowa,  where  they 
resided  until  1874,  since  which  time  they  have  re- 
sided in  Nebraska.  They  own  a  fine  tract  of  land 
comprising  320  acres,  well  improved,  with  a  fine 
young  orchard,  a  vast  number  of  forest  trees,  ex- 
cellent buildings,  fences,  etc.  This  farm  is  one  of 
the  neatest  and  best-improved  in  the  township, 
and  shows  in  a  marked  degree  the  energy,  perse- 
verance and  determination  which  characterize  its 


owner.  He  was  married  in  1878  to  Miss  Henrietta 
Harden,  a  daughter  of  John  A.  and  Sarah  (Engle) 
Harden,  natives  of  Maryland,  in  which  State  Mrs. 
Woods  was  born.  Mr.  Woods  is  the  only  son  in  a 
family  of  seven  children  born  to  his  parents,  his 
sisters  all  being  married  and  residing  in  different 
parts  of  the  United  States.  His  parents  are  still 
living  and   make  their  home  with  him. 

Joseph  S.  Yeast  is  a  man  of  sterling  principles 
and  progressive  views,  and  he  belongs  to  that  hon 
est,  sturdy  and  independent  class,  the  farmers  of 
Nebraska.  Although  he  was  born  in  Fayette 
County,  Pa.,  January  12,  1855,  he  was  taken  to 
Fulton  County,  111.,  by  his  parents,  Adam  and 
Susan  (Morley)  Yeast,  when  two  years  of  age,  and 
ten  years  later  removed  with  them  to  McDonough 
County,  where  he  was  reared  to  mature  years. 
Here  he  also  received  his  early  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  twenty  years  he  began  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself  and  successfully  conducted  a  restau 
rant  for  three  years.  After  selling  out  he  came 
West  in  1877  and  settled  in  Saline  County,  Neb., 
where  he  purchased  a  farm  of  eighty  acres,  but  be 
coming  dissatisfied,  he  returned  to  his  former 
home  and  for  some  time  worked  in  the  dry  goods 
establishment  belonging  to  his  brother-in-law,  A. 
J.  Minor.  The  latter  then  sold  out  and  moved 
west  and  Mr.  Yeast  soon  followed  and  settled  in 
Clay  County,  where  he  has  owned  some  fine  pieces 
of  land.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he  purchased  his 
present  property,  containing  eighty  acres,  all  im- 
proved land,  and  on  this  he  has  an  excellent  and 
commodious  dwelling  house,  etc.  In  the  fall  of 
1870  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ryan,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Isaac  and  Mary  (Bair)  Ryan,  natives  of  the 
' '  Keystone  State. ' '  Mrs.  Yeast  was  born  March 
3,  1854,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Yeast  has  been 
blessed  by  the  birth  of  five  children:  L.  Earl, 
Carl  B.,  Ethel  G.,  Ana  Ruth  and  Jessie  Ward. 
Mr.  Yeast  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket, 
and,  like  the  majority  of  farmers  of  his  neighbor- 
hood, is  a  memVier  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  is 
treasurer  of  Fairfield  Lodge.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  he  is  ever 
found  ready  to  aid  liberally,  with  both  purse  and 
(,  all  worthy  public  enterprises. 
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Sti-aight  mine  e}'es  hath  raught  new  pleasures, 
Whilst  the  landscape  round  it  measures; 
Russet  lawns  and  fallows  gray, 
Where  the  nibbling  flocks  do  stray. — Mi/fon. 


^^;LBST1  R    COUNTY,    Neb., 
•«,\    .      11  tmed    in  houor  of  the 


<:;ieat  statesman,  Daniel 
Webster,  lies  in  the 
sotithern  tier  of  comities 
150  miles  west  of  the 
.    a,     I,  Missouri   River.       It   is 

boniided  noith  bj  Adams  County,  east 
1>\  Nuckolls  County,  south  by  Jewell 
ind  Smith  Counties,  in  the  State  of  Kan- 
sas ,in  1  west  1)\  Fianklin  County,  in  Ne- 
braska It  nnbiaces  Townships  1  to  4, 
inclusue,  noith  of  the  base  line,  and 
Ranges  9  to  12,  inclusive,  west  of  the  sixth 
piincip  il  meiidian  This  makes  it  twen- 
ty foni  miles  sqnaie,  and  gives  it  an  area 
of  576  miles,  or  368,6-10  acres,  all  of  which  is 
prairie  except  a  small  proportion  of  timbered  land 
along  the  streams.  The  base  line  fi-om  which  the 
surveys  of  Nebraska  are  made  is  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  State,  and  is  on  the  fortieth  par- 


allel of  north  latitude.  This  places  Webster 
County  nearly  on  the  same  latitude  as  Springfield, 
111.,  Indianapolis,   Ind.,  and  Philadelphia,   Pa. 

No  geological  siu-veys  have  been  made  of  Web- 
ster County,  consequently  but  little  can  be  said 
upon  that  subject.  Geologists  claim  that  this  was 
once  the  bed  of  an  ocean,  afterward  heaved  up  to 
its  present  elevation.  The  subject  of  geology  is 
treated  of  in  general  in  the  State  history.  The 
topography  of  the  county  presents  some  striking 
features.  The  Republican  River  passes  through  it 
from  west  to  east,  averaging  from  four  to  five  miles 
north  of  its  southern  boundary.  Prof.  Samuel 
Aughey,  in  his  sketches  of  physical  geography  and 
geology  of  Nebraska,  thus  describes  this  great 
river:  "  The  Republican  River  rises  in  the  Colo- 
rado plains,  near  Range  49  west  of  the  sixth  prin- 
cipal meridian.  Here,  anciently,  there  was  a  lake 
whose  basin  was  about  four  miles  across.  The  out- 
let or  river  draining  it,  however,  long  since  cut 
down  the  narrow  rim  and  drained  the  lake.      Its 
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head  here  in  the  old  lake  is  4,050  feet  above  tbe 
sea.  A  few  small  sjarings  now  rise  below  tbe  sur- 
face of  tbis  lake,  and  produce  a  tiny  streamlet  a 
foot  across.  Otber  streams,  about  or  nearly  as 
large,  soon  join  it,  but  at  tbe  State  line  I  could 
still — when  there  in  the  spring  of  1877,  with  D. 
N.  Smith— jump  across  it.  Along  tbis  part  of  its 
course  there  are  a  few  beautiful  lakelets,  into  which 
and  from  which  it  flows.  Here  tbe  water  is  cool 
and  clear  as  crystal.  When  it  receives  the  waters 
of  the  Arickaree,  about  seven  miles  east  of  the 
State  line,  it  assumes  its  characteristic  character. 
It  now  becomes  shallow  and  sandy,  and  in  places 
rapid.  *  *  *  An  immense  number  of  small 
creeks  flow,  every  few  miles,  into  the  Republican, 
especially  from  the  north.  This  river,  unlike  the 
Platte,  increases  regularly  in  breadth  and  volume 
all  the  way  from  its  source  to  its  exit  from  the 
State  in  Nuckolls  County.  It  is  forded  in  many 
places,  and  the  only  danger  is  from  quicksands. 

"  It  will  be  seen  in  the  list  of  elevations  that 
have  been  given,  that  the  general  level  of  the  Re- 
publican is  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  feet  below 
that  of  the  Platte.  There  is,  therefore,  a  descent 
from  the  Platte  to  the  Republican,  and  along  such 
a  formation  that  there  is  easy  drainage  fi'om  the 
one  into  the  other.  That  there  is  such  drainage 
on  an  extensive  scale,  I  have  no  doubt.  Wading 
in  the  Republican  in  August,  as  I  have  done  for 
many  miles  at  a  time,  I  noticed  water  on  the  north 
side  oozing  out  of  the  drift  continuously  every  few 
feet,  in  places,  and  rarely  at  greater  intervals  than 
every  few  rods.  Nothing  of  this  kind  was  noticed 
on  its  southern  shore." 

The  south  side  of  this  river,  as  it  passes  through 
Webster  County,  is  bordered  with  bluffs  that  rise 
abruptly  to  a  height  of  from  seventy-five  to  one 
hundred  feet,  and  the  river  generally  runs  next  to 
the  bluffs  on  the  south  side  of  the  valley;  conse- 
quently the  ascent  from  the  river  toward  the  north 
is  much  more  gradual  than  toward  the  south.  The 
valley  proper  between  the  uplands  ranges  from 
one  to  four  miles  in  width.  From  the  first  bottom 
along  the  river,  tbe  lands  are  beautifully  terraced, 
especially  toward  the  north,  to  the  uplands. 

The  ascent  fi'om  one  terrace  to  another  is  so 


gentle,  in  many  instances,  that  only  the  careful 
observer  would  notice  it.  The  lines  of  these  ter- 
races curve  in  so  many  different  ways  that  the 
traveler  looks  in  vain  for  two  that  are  similar  in 
appearance.  The  iiplauds  are  frequently  reached 
by  steep  and  abrupt  bluffs,  which  extend  back  for 
a  distance  of  from  half  a  mile  to  three  or  four  miles, 
affording  beautiful  and  picturesque  scenery.  In 
other  places  again,  no  bluft's  intervene  between  the 
bottoms  and  the  uplands,  but  the  surface  ascends 
gently  and  by  step-like  terraces  until  high  ground 
is  reached.  Where  this  is  the  case,  these  step-like 
slopes  present  a  most  beautiful  and  enchanting  ap- 
pearance. The  uplands  themselves  are  compara- 
tively level,  but  are  gently  undiilated  and  present 
every  variety  of  form  that  can  be  imagined. 

The  dividing  ridge  or  water  shed  between  the 
Repul)lican  on  the  south  and  the  Little  Blue  River 
on  the  north  passes  east  and  west  through  Web- 
ster County,  about  six  miles  south  of  its  northern 
boundary.  North  of  this,  in  Kearney  and  Adams 
Counties,  heads  the  Little  Blue;  one  branch,  how- 
ever, heads  in  Franklin  County  and  flows  northeast- 
erly across  the  northwest  corner  of  Webster  County. 
All  the  other  creeks  in  the  county  north  of  this 
•ridge  flow  north  and  northeasterly  into  the  Little 
Blue.  The  ridge  averages  about  fourteen  miles 
north  of  the  Republican,  and  from  its  .south  side 
the  creeks,  principal  of  which  are  Beaver,  Willow, 
Elm,  Crooked  and  Indian,  flow  in  a  southerly  di 
rection  into  the  Republican.  Another  ridge  ex- 
tending east  and  west  lies  in  Kansas,  just  south 
of  the  southern  boundary  of  Webster  County,  and 
composes  the  water  shed  between  the  Republican 
River  in  Nebraska  and  the  Solomon  River  in  Kan 
sas.  The  creeks  north  of  this  ridge  in  Webster 
County  that  empty  into  the  Republican  are  Walnut, 
Dry,  Buffalo,  State,  Penney,  Cedar,  Ash  and  Guide 
Rock.  Along  all  of  the  creeks  are  good  bottom 
lands,  and  on  some  of  them  there  are  good  mill  seats, 
but  only  one  has  been  utilized,  and  that  one  is  near 
Amboy,  on  Elm  Creek.  The  surface  of  Webster 
County  is  rolling  and  more  broken,  and  has  more 
streams  and  valleys  than  Adams  County.  The.  soil, 
however,  is  similar,  and  very  much  like  that  of  all 
other  counties  between  the  Platte  and  the  Repnb- 


"V 


WEBSTER  COUNTY. 


533 


licau  Rivers,  being  a  very  deep  and  rich  loam,  that 
produces  well  with  less  rainfall  than  is  required  in 
the  Eastern  States. 

The  Republican  Valley,  in  what  is  now  Webster 
County,  was  occasionally  visited  by  hunters,  trap- 
pers and  explorers  for  some  time  before  its  perma- 
nent settlement  began.  They  had  to  exercise  great 
care,  however,  to  avoid  the  Indians,  who  had  not 
yet  abandoned  their  hunting  grounds  and  retired 
"  toward  the  setting  sun." 

In  the  spring  of  1870  the  attention  of  many 
who  contemplated  settlement  was  called  to  the 
Republican  Valley.  On  April  19,  after  having  spent 
some  time  in  searching  for  a  location,  Donald  Mc- 
Callum  and  Emanuel  Peters  selected  a  place  for 
settlement  in  the  broad  and  fertile  valley  of  the 
Republican,  on  the  north  side  and  near  the  mouth 
of  Soap  Creek.  The  place  was  called  Guide  Rock, 
from  a  large  rocky  bluff  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  which,  being  so  high  above  the  surrounding 
country,  made  a  conspicuous  landmark.  About  the 
same  time,  Silas,  Joseph  and  Abram  Garber  made  an 
extended  trip  ap  the  valley  on  horseback,  carefully 
examining  the  country  as  they  went  along.  They 
were  well  pleased,  and  concluded  to  locate  some- 
where in  what  is  now  Webster  County.  After  a 
long  trip,  the  Garber  brothers  returned  to  Beat- 
rice, where  they  found  a  number  of  men  who  were 
desirous  of  locating  on  some  of  the  rich  lands  of 
the  frontier.  Therefore  the  two  parties  joined  to- 
gether, about  the  middle  of  May,  and  returned  to 
the  Republican  Vallej'  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
same  month.  Beside  the  Garbers,  this  party  con- 
sisted of  William  McBrido,  Albert  Lathrop,  Thomas 
Comstock  and  A.  M.  Talbott. 

On  arriving  at  Guide  Rock,  they  found  McCal- 
lum  and  Peters  living  there  in  a  dug-out.  They 
were  members  of  the  Rankin  Colony,  who  had  se- 
lected large  tracts  of  land,  but  never  settled  upon 
them.  The  party  were  so  well  pleased  with  the 
location  around  Guide  Rock  that  they  determined 
to  form  a  settlement  here,  and,  therefore,  to  pro- 
tect themselves  from  attacks  by  the  Indians,  they 
set  to  work  to  build  a  stockade  on  Soap  Creek. 
This  was  completed  in  due  time,  and  consisted  of 
one  room,  forty  feet  square.      The  first  woman  to 


come  to  the  county  was  Mrs.  Joseph  Garber,  who, 
with  her  husband,  located  at  the  .stockade  at  Giiide 
Rock.  With  the  first  settlers,  Mrs.  Sarah  Rich,  a 
widow,  came  and  took  a  homestead  near  Guide 
Rock.  Mrs.  Garber  and  her  husband  now  reside 
at  Red  Cloud. 

A  little  later  in  the  season,  Silas  Garber,  after- 
ward Governor  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  pushed  on 
up  the  river  to  the  point  where  Red  Cloud  now  is, 
and  made  a  settlement.  On  July  17  the  first 
homestead  entries  were  made  in  the  Red  Cloud 
settlement  by  Silas  Garber,  Dr.  Peter  Head,  W.  H. 
Brice,  August  Roats  and  David  Hefflebower.  On 
August  y  W.  E.  Jackson  and  James  Calvert  arrived 
with  their  families. 

In  August,  1870,  the  settlers  erected  a  stock- 
ade on  the  little  stream  that  flows  though  the  orig 
inal  homestead  of  Gov.  Garber.  The  same  year 
a  few  other  settlers  located  around  and  near  the 
stockade  at  Guide  Rock  and  Red  Cloud. 

The  winter  of  1870-71  was  a  lonely  one  for  the 
early  settlers.  The  weather  was  cold,  and  provis- 
ions soon  became  very  scarce.  Everything  of  that 
kind  had  to  be  hauled  from  Beatrice.  Game  was, 
however,  very  plentiful,  and  though  the  settlers 
had  to  suffer  many  privations,  there  was  no  danger 
of  starvation.  In  the  spring  of  1871  several 
more  settlers  located  in  the  county.  A  settlement 
was  formed  on  Elm  Creek,  between  Red  Cloud  and 
Giiide  Rock.  Among  those  settlers  was  M.  L. 
Thomas,  who  opened  the  first  farm  in  Elm  Creek 
Valley.  A  stockade  was  built,  and  known  as  the 
Elm  Creek  stockade.  The  Guide  Rock  settlement 
was  known  as  the  Lower  stockade,  and  that  at  Red 
Cloud  as  the  Upper  stockade. 

There  had  been  during  the  year  of  1871  quite 
an  extensive  settlement,  but  being  so  far  away 
from  any  town,  and  from  the  base  of  supplies,  the 
winter  of  1871-72  was  passed  in  loneliness  by  the 
settlers.  Yet  among  themselves  they  managed 
to  enjoy  some  very  good  times.  Game  was  still 
plentiful,  and  many  passed  away  the  time  in  hunt- 
ing. Besides  this,  little  parties  were  held  at  dif- 
ferent points,  and  at  the  Red  Cloud  stockade  a 
literary  society  of  considerable  merit  was  conducted. 
During  the   year  1872   there   was  quite   a    large 
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immigration  to  the  county,  and  quite  extensive 
settlements  were  made  in  all  the  more  fertile  sec- 
tions. During  the  winter  of  1872-73  no  remark- 
able events  took  place.  The  time  was  occupied 
quite  pleasantly  by  the  settlers,  who  were  now  suf- 
ficiently numerous  to  give  some  social  advantages. 
The  great  Easter  storm  of  1873  is  described 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  During  the  spring  and 
summer  of  1873  there  was  a  large  immigration 
to  the  county,  and  by  this  time  all  of  the  better  lands 
belonging  to  the  government  had  been  taken  up, 
and  considerable  of  the  railroad  land  sold.  By 
this  time,  too,  there  was  a  large  acreage  under  culti- 
vation, and  the  yield  of  crops  had  been  fair.  Every- 
thing moved  on  quietly  until  the  spring  of  1874, 
when  the  immigration  to  the  county  again  began, 
and  on  a  large  scale.  There  was  a  great  addition 
made  to  the  ciiltivated  lands  of  the  county.  A 
large  crop  was  planted,  and  during  the  early  part 
of  the  season  the  prospects  were  that  there  would 
be  a  wonderful  crop  of  all  kinds  of  grain  and 
vegetables,  and  in  fact  there  was  a  good  crop  of 
wheat  and  oats  harvested  and  secured.  Then  came 
a  severe  drought,  accompanied  with  hot  winds  which 
lasted  for  several  weeks,  and  would  have  been  de- 
structive of  everything  left  in  the  way  of  crops, 
even  though  the  grasshoppers  had  not  made  their 
raid.  In  the  latter  part  of  July  came  the  grass- 
hoppers, and  they  stripped  the  fields  of  everything 
not  yet  destroyed  by  the  drought.  The  late  wheat 
and  oats  and  all  the  corn  and  grass  were  complete- 
ly destroyed.  Then  came  a  trying  time  for  the 
settlers.  Many  of  them,  discouraged,  and  seeing 
no  way  to  live  during  the  coming  winter,  and  until 
another  crop  could  be  raised,  left  the  country, 
some  of  them  never  to  return.  A  large  number  of 
the  settlers  remained,  however,  determined  to  try 
and  live  some  way,  and  wait  for  another  year's 
crop.  Some  of  them  were  able  to  wait  with  no 
danger  of  suffering  if  unaided,  but  the  most  of 
them  were  in  desperate  circumstances.  Having 
but  little  money  when  they  came,  and  having  to 
spend  one  year  in  breaking  the  prairie,  and  planting 
a  crop  the  second  year,  and  that  failing,  they  had 
no  possible  means  of  subsistence.  Great  economy 
had  to  be  practiced  and  many  privations  endured. 


Though  brave  and  uncomplaining,  many  of  the 
settlers  must  have  starved  were  it  not  for  help, 
consisting  of  provisions,  clothing  and  seed,  sent 
them  so  liberally  by  the  sympathizing  citizens  of 
other  more  fortunate  States. 

In  the  year  1888,  at  a  fair  held  at  Red  Cloud, 
the  names  of  all  early  settlers  present  were  re- 
corded, together  with  the  date  of  settlement,  and 
post-office  address  of  each,  as  follows: 

Settlers  of  1870:  L.  F.  Munsell,  July  1;  W.  J. 
Harris,  October  5;  Charles  Gurney,  October  8: 
Sarah  Mick,  July  17;  Joseph  Garber  and  C.  A. 
Garber,  June  10;  E.  T.  Fearn,  December  25;  J. 
W.  Burtis,  September;  all  with  post-office  address 
at  Red  Cloud. 

Same  year:  Donald  McCallum,  April  19;  I.  B. 
Hampton,  July  27;  O.  Ayer,  November  IS;  Eman- 
uel Peters,  April  19;  Jacob  Kinchu,  July  10;  A. 
M.  Talbot,  May  26;  William  Pettit,  November  18; 
William  Labin,  July  12;  Mrs.  H.  J.  Garber,  July 
31,  all  with  post-office  address  at  Guide  Rock. 
Also  same  year:  John  Rosser,  July;  post  office  ad 
dress,  Amboy. 

Settlers  of  1871:  C.  C.  Coon,  May  9;  W.  Hoi 
worth,  September  15;  J.  A.  Barber,  May  18;  A 
T.  Ayers,  February  10;  S.  King,  April  27;  M.  C. 
Judd,  January  24;  Ann  Briggs,  April  6;  O.  Mc 
Call,  April  28;  A.  C.  McCall,  April  28;  S.  P. 
Martin,  April  15;  G.  B.  Lea,  March  17;  A.  B 
Hauners,  April  21;  J.  R.  Wilcox,  July  13;  Noah 
Perry,  November  1;  F.  P.  Reed,  November;  Lo 
renda  Munsell,  June  24;  Ira  Sleeper,  June  1;  H 
E.  Sleeper,  June  1;  L.  J.  Ross,  January  23;  E.  L 
Martin,  June  24;  David  Lutz,  Augiist  20;  Daniel 
Norris,  May;  all  with  post  office  address  at  Red 
Cloud. 

Settlers  in  1872:  H.  C.  Andrus,  May  9;  George 
W.  Hummel,  May  28;  John  D.  Leach,  January  8; 
D.  Hummel,  May  28;  M.  B.  McNitt,  September  8; 
J.  A.  Tulleys,  May  20;  Mark  H.  Warren,  May  7; 
S.  A.  Hummel,  September  15;  J.  C.  Warner,  No 
vemberl;  R.  L.  Tinker,  May  10;  Emma  Tinker, 
May  10;  E.  B.  Smith,  June  19;  A.  Gurney,  Sep- 
tember; Mrs.  J.  R.  Wilcox,  June  1;  Mrs.  M.  B. 
McNitt,  September  6;  S.  A.  Warne,  September  6; 
H.  J.  Maurer,  September  22;  all  with   post-office 
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address  at  Eed  Cloud.  Same  year:  J.  W.  Arns- 
berger,  March  29;  Jacob  Monia,  May  15;  poat- 
ofBce  address,  Guide  Rock.  Also  same  year:  C.  C. 
Cox,  February  15;  postoffice,  Amboy. 

Settlers  in  1873:  L.  Hummel,  May  1;  E.  Mc- 
Cnne,  September  3;  J.  W.  Bentley,  March  0;  M. 
S.  Marsh,  November  10;  R.  Hakes,  September  28; 
Levi  Moore,  June;  post-office,  Red  Cloud.  Same 
year:  William  Norris,  Apriir2;  Ed.  Grubb,  May; 
Mrs.  V.  C.  McCallum;  post-office,  Guide  Rock. 
R.  A.  Palmer,  November  24;  post-office,  Inavale. 
A.  Saladen,  April  15;  jaost-office,  Amboy;  L.  B. 
Thorne,  September;  postoffice,  Wells. 

Settlers  ia  1874::  C.  W.  Springer,  January  9; 
N.  Phelps,  January  20;  J.  S.  Gilham,  May;  C.  W. 
Kaly,  May;  S.  H.  Robertson,  March;  J.  C.  Miller, 
March;  post-office.  Red  Cloud. 

It  is  not  claimed  that  this  list  contains  the 
names  of  all  persons  who  had  settled  in  the  county 
up  to  the  year  1874,  but  of  those  only  who  attended 
the  fair  and  had  their  names  and  date  of  settle- 
ment recorded.  The  first  settler  on  Walnut  Creek, 
in  the  southwest  part  of  the  county,  was  Thomas 
Vaughn,  who  located  there  in  October,  1871.  The 
first  settler  on  Blue  Creek,  in  the  northwest  part 
of  the  county,  was  Frank  Wheat,  who  settled  there 
July  15,  1872.  The  first  settler  on  the  divide  south 
of  Blue  Creek  was  Albert  C.  Smith,  who  located  on 
Section  24,  Township  4,  Range  12,  June  14, 1872. 

The  first  tax  list  of  Webster  County  that  has 
been  properly  preserved  is  that  of  the  year  1873, 
only  three  years  after  the  settlement  of  the  county 
began.  It  follows,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  all 
persons  assessed  for  taxation  with  personal  prop- 
erty that  year  were  early  settlers  and  actual  resi- 
dents; hence  the  entire  list  is  inserted  in  this  con- 
nection to  show  more  conclusively  who  the  early 
settlers  and  all  the  tax- payers  were  in  1873.  The 
number  annexed  to  each  name  shows  the  assessed 
value  in  dollars  of  the  personal  property  of  each. 
The  list  is  as  follows: 

Austin  Arnsberger,  90;  James  W.  Arnsberger, 
75;  Osborn  Ayers,  255;  M.  Alexander,  17;  S. 
Alexander,  179;  A.  J.  Armstrong,  383;  James 
Alexander,  75;  H.  C.  Andrus,  218;  A.  T.  Ayers, 
214;  N.  A.  Beck,  185;  William  Beck,  224;  George 


Babbit,  114;  J.  R.  Robier,  180;  C.  R.  Beese,  235; 
C.  C.  Bennett,  110;  George  Bonater,  110;  Curtis 
Beal,  80;  Thomas  Blunt,  25;  Simeon  Brown,  155; 
W.  C.  Benson,  195;  J.  A.  Barber.  100;  John 
Barber,  50;  J.  A.  Burkhead,  95;  J.  W.  Burtis,  223; 
John  Bivington,  85;  William  H.  Brice,  54;  John 
Beauchamp,  120;  J.  N.  Brown,  3;  G.  W.  Ball,  204; 
J.  M.  Baldwin,  143;  S.  B.  Buree,  244;  William 
iam  Baldwin,  267;  Moses  Bass,  415;  Judson 
Bailey,  145;  James  Bailey,  215;  Stephen  Bayles, 
35;  Franklin  Beagle,  30;  Asher  Beal,  240;  Henry 
G.  Bills,  180;  F.  R.  S.  Bird,  60;  Cyrus  Broad- 
well,  190;  Ezra  Burton,  150;  William  B.  Collins, 
185;  W.  S.  Cameron,  80;  Henry  Connly,  175; 
Alex  H.  Crary,  335;  Jesse  Curtiss,  90;  George  H. 
Curtis,  80;  Daniel  B.  Coppock,  100;  John  Colum- 
bia, 25;  Columbia  &  Montgomery,  1,000;  C.  C. 
Coon,  312;  Jus.  Chapin,  88;  William  Cox,  244;  B. 

B.  Craudall,  GO;  James  Calvert,  230;  Frank 
Cockerell,  120;  William  Crouch,  55;  Cornelius  Cox, 
69;  Thomas  Campbell,    122;  Jacob  Cross,    15;  C. 

C.  Cox,  185;  George  Chapin,  114;  A.  W.  Cheat, 
180;  J.  H.  Carey,  140;  Francis  Cheat,  50;  Aaron 
Clark,  220;  Samuel  Dewhurst,  70;  Jonathan  Dun- 
ham, 320;  Samuel  Downs,  190;  O.  R.  Downs, 
134;  John  Devlin,  208;  G.  W.  Delany,  253;  Nel- 
son Davis,  1,217;  Joseph  Davidson,  170;  E.  S. 
Doyle,  9;  G.  Douglas,  100;  Victor  Detour,  245; 
George  Dewitt,  130;  John  Dunbar,  405;  P.  D. 
Drawburg  130;  Sheridan  Dickson,  446;  E.  W. 
Edson,  133;  Z.  P.  Earle,  210;  John  Emick,  165; 
Charles  Fahndrick,  115;  E.  T.  Fern,  175;  W.  F. 
Fent,  100;  Mary  E.  Fisher,  20;  Rudolph  Fry, 
215;  William  Fennimore,  362;  Z.  T.  Feunimore, 
80;  Jasper  Fuller,  128;  Charles  Gurney,  70; 
Silas  Garber,  40;  Garber  &  Co.,  2,200;  George 
Gibbons,  50;  D.  L.  Groat,  90;  J.  L.  Grundstaft", 
157;  Samuel  Garber,  785;  Abram  Garber,  355; 
Garber  &  Bro.,  500;  Samuel  Geiger,  265;  A.  H. 
Goarcke,  400;  August  Grout,  185;  B.  H.  Gray, 
140;  Martin  W.  Hampton,  110;  Isaiah  B.  Hamp- 
ton, 160;  Fred  Hampton,  240;  John  Hampton, 
125;  Henry  H.  Hoskins,  145;  A.  M.  Hardy,  170; 
John  Haskins,  360;  Albert  Horn,  250;  Joseph 
Hunter,  70;  J.  H.  Hull,  205;  Joseph  Hull,  85; 
Ed.   Hawley,  15;  L.  H.   Haines,  135;  T.  Himmel- 
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berg,  225;  H.  J.  Hobart,  155;  Coliimbus  Harris, 
376;  Jacob  Haver,  59;  George  Heaton,  130;  J. 
C.  Holcomb,  150;  Himan  Holdridge,  OS;  J.  R. 
Horn,  105;  J.  W.  Hull,  114;  Burl  Hanner,  10; 
G.  W.  Hummel,  90;  W.  J.  Harris,  113;  George 
Houtz,  85;  F.  Honchin,  94;  Gus.  Hollengreen, 
145;  William  O.  Holswortb,  5;  Peter  Head,  275; 
William  E.  Jackson,  501;  M.  C.  Jndd,  5;  A.  N. 
John,  160;  Henry  Jennings,  170;  Mary  A.  Jones, 
351;  E.  H.  Jones,  120;  J.  W.  Jones,  100;  James 
Knox,  180;  G.  W.  Knigbt,  200;  Andrew  Kincade, 
210;  Jesse  Kennedy,  55;  Tbomaa  Kennedy,  155; 
Moses  King.  175;  H.  T.  King,  121;  Jacob  Kincher, 
225;  John  P.  Kelly,  110;  James  Kirkwood,  133; 
Ed.  Kellogg,  170;  Edrick  Keeney,  108;  H.  S. 
Kaley,  355;  John  S.  King,  178;  William  Leitsch, 
130;  Mary  H.  Laird,  50;  J.  R.  Laird,  20;  W.  C. 
Laird,  102;  T.  C.  Laird,  51;  E.  C.  Laird,  23; 
James  La  Due,  171;  John  Laverty,  240;  D.  Lav- 
erty,  40;  H.  F.  Lutz,  100;  David  Lutz,  60;  George 
Laverty,  15;  George  B.  Lea,  210;  John  D.  Leach, 
185;  H.  R.  Lucore,  140;  Tim  Lawler,  95;  L.  H. 
Luce,  140;  Albert  Lathrop,  580;  Alford  Lackey, 
95;  J.  J.  Miller  &  Co.,  185;  L.  C.  Mick,  160; 
Sarah  Mick,  65;  H.  J.  Milner,  465;  William 
McBride,  265;  Donald  McCallum,  35;  Henry  Mc- 
Cormal,  420;  William  Montgomery,  340;  Ezra 
Magner,  260;  O.  T.  Mitchell,  58;  James  Mui-phy, 
163;  W.  D.  McKinney,  180;  J.  W.  Mcintosh,  10; 
Oliver  McCall,  155;  W.  B.  McNitt,  295;  O.  P. 
McKinley,  40;  W.  C.  Maxwell,  135;  James  M. 
Martin,  450;  C.  Macumber,  60;  L.  F.  Munsell, 
546;  H.  J.  Maurer,  70;  Charles  Munger,  220;  F. 
M.  Matteson,  140;  J.  McCoy,  197;  L.  S.  Miller, 
268;  William  J.  Norris,  20;  Dan  Norris,  81 ;  An- 
drew S.  NefP,  217;  L.  H.  Olmstead,  160;  Arthur 
Owens,  125;  August  Pierstorf,  170;  E.  Petteys, 
181;  Elias  Parker,  45;  B.  G.  Parker,  130;  Walter 
Penney,  100;  Samuel  Pettit,  105;  William  Pettit, 
215;  Emanuel  Peters,  20;  James  Peters,  ICO; 
John  Portnier,  80;  William  J.  Perry,  52,  John  D. 
Penney,  610;  Samuel  Parks,  110;  F.  E.  Penney, 
110;  Ed.  Parks,  43;  William  Parks,  75;  Martin 
Pupka,  85;  C.  H.  Potter,  200;  Noah  Perry,  25; 
John  S.  Parks,  70;  W.  D.  Rine,  84;  John  O.  Riley, 
295;    Alcetas   Riley,    135;   H.    D.    Ranney,    120; 


Alex.  Riley,  334;  Eugene  Rabedean,  90;  Sarah  A. 
Rich,  150;  Norman  Rickison,  A.  J.  Renneker,  179; 
F.  M.  Randall,  125;  James  Romine,  180;  A.  T. 
Reed,  155;  J.  W.  Richardson,  55;  August  Roats, 
220;  Dan  Ross,  195;  Hiram  Ross,  166;  H.  W. 
Ross,  145;  A.  R.  Rutherford,  165;  G.  C.  Reed, 
135;  George  Rosa,  55;  F.  N.  Richardson,  115;  W. 
N.  Richardson,  100;  Casper  Ross,  185;  Chris. 
Rasser,  333;  Gottlieb  Rasser,  15;  C.  H  Smith, 
120;  M.  B.  Stevens,  110;  M.  C.  Sherman,  118; 
A.  L.  Stevens,  116;  W.  T.  Smith,  50;  Ed.  B. 
Smith,  315;  Garrett  Sager,  45;  H.  C.  Scott,  160; 
J.  W.  Stocks,  30;  John  Simpson,  490;  J.  B. 
Sabin,  100;  William  Sabin,  245;  O.  P.  Sawyer, 
170;  William  Sawyer,  205;  John  Shelton,  230; 
Fidele  Shafer,  110;  F.  M.  Shuler,  230;  George 
M.  Simpson,  235;  Albert  Sloan,  60;  Ira  Sleeper, 
130;  Jacob  N.  Smith,  55;  Lewis  Smith,  50; 
J.  E.  Smith,  100;  John  O.  Stratton,  245;  Mat- 
thew Stratton,  4,170;  J.  W.  Stratton,  100; 
Thomas  Stewart,  30;  Rudolph  Sommerholder,  70; 
Charles  Schuldt,  34;  N.  Springer,  45;  A.  C. 
Smith,  977;  W.  A.  Smith,  145;  A.  Scott,  300;  W. 
E.  Thorn,  109;  W.  B.  Thorn,  325;  John  Tomlin- 
son,  Sr.,  264;  George  Taylor,  112;  Frank  Ten- 
nant,  90;  L.  D.  Thomas.  90;  Charles  Teach  worth, 
180;  R.  L.  Tinker,  125;  M.  L.  Thomas,  90;  J.  A. 
Tulleys,  50;  I.  W.  Tulleys,  15;  Isaac  Turner.  96; 
A.  M.  Talbot,  320;  David  P.  Thomas,  185;  Will- 
iam Thompson,  200;  Thomas  Vaughn,  36;  James 
Vaughn,  175;  William  J.  Vance,  110;  Preston 
Vancleve,  330;  Multey  Victour,  160;  William  H. 
Walters,  41;  William  Wilson,  93;  George  Walker, 
142;  Alex.  Walker,  412;  William  Wayman,  65; 
John  Watt,  Sr.,  105;  John  B.  Watt,  80;  George 
White,  90;  William  Wright,  95;  Elisha  Woodard, 
60;  T.  J.  Wright,  155;  J.  R.  Willcox,  12;  S.  C. 
Watson,  153;  Laban  VVabashon,  155;  Carl  AVeber, 
15;  Wheeler  Wicks,  165;  John  Waller,  125;  T.  B. 
Williams,  25;  John  S.  Wagoner,  20;  M.  C.  Will- 
iamson, 145;  Benjamin  Wagoner,  201;  A.  G.  Wheat, 
50;  A.  White,  150;  S.  S.  Wells,  192;  G.  F. 
Wheat,  213;  N.  Yensen,  233;  John  Zachary,  180. 
Another  old  settler,  worthy  of  special  mention 
here,  was  a  parrot  brought  to  Red  Cloud  in  1870, 
by  William  H.  Brice.      Dr.  Tulleys  was  the  owner 
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of  the  bird  for  many  years.  It  died  in  his  posses- 
sion in  the  second  week  of  April,  1890,  having  lived 
in  Red  Cloud  nearly  twenty  years.  How  old  it  was 
when  Mr.  Brice  purchased  it,  is  not  known,  but  it 
is  supposed  to  have  reached  the  age  of  about  one 
hundred  when  it  died.  It  had  formerly  been  owned 
by  Spaniards,  the  language  of  which  people  it 
spoke  upon  arriving  in  Red  Cloud,  but,  becoming 
Americanized,  it  learned  to  speak  English.  Dr. 
Tulleys  valued  the  parrot  very  highly,  and  could 
not  be  induced  to  part  with  it  for  any  sum. 

In  the  spring  of  1S75,  following  the  great 
drought  and  grasshopper  raid  of  1874,  the  settlers 
who  remained  in  the  county  began  putting  in 
crops,  and  though  they  had  hard  times,  and  their 
teams  were  in  a  half-starved  condition,  they  were 
in  good  spirits.  From  a  lack  of  seed  and  other 
causes,  some  of  the  settlers  experienced  many  hard- 
ships during  the  summer,  but  they  managed  to  ex- 
ist until  the  crops  could  be  gathered  and  marketed. 
The  yield  of  crops  for  the  year  1875  was  very  good, 
and  it  was  with  renewed  energy  that  the  settlers 
kept  at  work,  constantly  adding  new  improvements 
on  their  farms.  At  this  time  the  greater  number 
of  them  were  living  either  in  sod  houses  or  dug- 
outs, with  an  occasional  log  house.  It  was  not 
until  some  years  after  that  frame  houses  became 
general. 

During  the  year  1875  there  was  but  little  im- 
migration to  the  coimty,  and  the  acreage  of  culti- 
vated lands  was  increased  but  little.  In  1876  the 
county  continued  to  increase  in  population  and 
improvements.  The  acreage  of  crops  was  large, 
and  the  yield  was  good.  At  the  State  Fair,  in  the 
fall,  Webster  County  products  were  awarded  a 
medal.  For  the  year  1877  there  was  but  little  to 
note  l)ut  the  continued  and  increasing  prosperity 
of  the  county.  The  population  by  this  time  was 
nearly  four  thousand.  The  year  1878  is  remarka- 
ble for  the  rapid  settlement  of  the  county  and  the 
vast  number  of  improvements  made.  A  movement 
had  been  set  on  foot  to  secure  a  railroad  through 
the  county,  and  the  prospect  of  its  early  completion 
caused  a  great  rush  to  Webster  County.*  The 
year  1879  opened  with  a  still  greater  rush  of  set- 
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tiers  than  ever  before.  The  railroad  had  been 
completed,  and  it  was  not  long  until  all  of  the  best 
lands  of  the  county  were  occupied.  By  the  close 
of  the  year  the  population  numbered  some  7,000. 
About  this  time  a  great  number  of  frame  houses 
were  built  in  various  parts  of  the  county.  Before 
the  railroad  was  constructed,  the  nearest  market 
where  lumber  could  be  obtained  was  at  Hastings, 
forty  miles  distant  from  Red  Cloud,  therefore  most 
of  the  settlers  lived  in  their  sod  houses  or  dug- 
outs until  lumber  could  be  obtained  nearer  home. 
Steady  progress  was  made  through  the  year  1880. 
The  winter  of  1880-81  was,  indeed,  a  severe 
one,  and  was  very  hard  on  live  stock.  The  cattle 
in  the  spring  were  in  very  poor  condition,  as  they 
had  been  exposed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  winter 
with  but  little  protection  from  the  storms.  In  the 
spring  of  1881,  as  the  snow  began  to  melt,  the 
creeks  and  rivers  were  flooded,  and  much  damage 
was  done  to  the  bridges  by  the  ice  gorges.  In 
many  places  the  valley  lauds  wore  overflowed,  and 
some  damage  was  done  to  farm  buildings  and 
property. 

Following  this,  the  immigration  to  the  county 
was  somewhat  rapid,  and  its  growth  gradual,  until 
the  year  188(1  Then  followed  three  years,  during 
which  time  the  crops  wore  shortened  to  some  ex- 
tent on  account  of  too  small  a  supply  of  rainfall. 
In  1889  there  was  an  abundance  of  moisture,  and 
the  crops  were  excellent.  Thus  far  in  1890  the 
prospects  are  flattering. 

On  several  occasions  the  early  settlers  of  the 
county  were  much  alarmed  on  account  of  antici- 
pated attacks  by  the  Indians.  Reference  to  one 
of  these  "scares"  will  sufiice  to  show  the  nature 
of  all  of  them.  While  the  very  few  early  settlers 
at  Red  Cloud  were  residing  in  the  stockade,  they 
had  a  law  of  their  own  enacting,  to  the  efi'ect  that 
no  one  should  fire  a  gun  in  the  vicinity  of  the  prem- 
ises unless  in  a  party  out  by  permission  for  the 
purf)ose  of  hunting;  consequently  the  firing  of  a 
gun  was  taken  as  the  signal  of  the  approach  of 
hostile  Indians.  These  wild  men  were  always  fond 
of  bells,  and  by  this  time  they  had  obtained  a  sup- 
ply, and  nearly  every  one  of  them  had  a  bell  on  his 
pony.     Mr.  William  E.  Jackson,  one  of  the  dwel- 
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lers  in  the  stockade,  had  a  cow  with  a  bell  on  her. 
About  this  time  all  the  men  within  the  stockade, 
excepting  William  E.  Jackson  and  one  other  man, 
took  the  ox  teams  and  went  out  to  get  timber  along 
the  river  a  short  distance  away.  After  the  party 
reached  the  timber,  Dr.  T.  B.  Williams,  afterward 
first  clerk  of  the  county,  accidentally  cut  his  foot, 
and  a  young  man  named  Penney  was  sent  in  to  get 
a  saddle  horse  to  carry  the  Doctpr  home.  Before 
reaching  the  stockade  the  young  man  forgot  the 
law  and  commenced  firing  with  his  gun  at  prairie 
dogs.  Just  before  this,  Mr.  Jackson's  cow  had 
broken  out  of  her  pen  and  followed  the  oxen,  so 
that  when  the  men  in  the  timber  heard  the  report 
of  the  gun  they  also  heard  the  cow-bell,  which  they 
supposed  was  on  some  Indian's  pony.  This  to 
them  was  a  double  alarm,  and  they  thought, 
thorigh  they  could  see  no  enemy,  that  the  savages 
were  certainly  u^jon  them.  Mr.  Jackson,  upon 
hearing  the  firing  of  the  gun,  started  out  to  see 
what  occasioned  the  alarm.  He  soon  met  young 
Penney,  who  was  "  as  pale  as  a  sheet,"  having  dis- 
covered his  error.  He  then  told  Penney  to  hui-ry 
up  and  notify  the  women  at  the  stockade,  to  re- 
move their  fi-ight,  that  it  was  a  false  alarm,  while  he 
(Jackson)  would  go  on  to  the  timber  to  notify  the 
men  there.  Mr.  Jackson  jocosely  says  that  the 
fright  was  so  great  that  upon  reaching  the  timber 
he  could  hardly  find  a  man,  as  all  had  hid  away 
for  safety.  Finally  he  succeeded  in  calling  them 
out  of  their  retreat,  and  the  scare  was  over.  No 
Indians  were  near.  The  men  said  that  the  women 
were  terribly  alarmed,  and  the  women  retorted 
by  saying  that  the  men  were  frightened  equally  as 
much,  or  they  would  not  have  hid  away  so  carefully. 
Another  scare,  and  an  amusing  one,  too,  fol- 
lowed this.  Dr.  W'illiams  wore  a  moccasin  on  his 
wounded  foot,  and  before  it  got  well  and  while 
wearing  the  moccasin  he  went  again  to  assist  in 
getting  timber.  The  track  of  his  moccasin  was 
discovered,  and  thoughtlessly  taken  to  be  the  track 
of  an  Indian,  hence  another  false  alarm,  which, 
when  explained,  caused  considerable  merriment. 
The  Indians  stole  a  little  hay  and  corn  occasionally, 
but  did  not  otherwise  disturb  or  injure  the  settlers 
of  Webster  County. 


When  the  first  settlers  came  to  what  is  now 
Webster  County,  they  found  buffaloes,  elk,  deer, 
antelopes  and  coyotes  in  considerable  numbers. 
The  deer,  however,  were  not  so  plentiful  as  in  new 
counties  with  more  timber.  There  were  some  wild 
cats  and  some  lynx.  Among  the  small  animals, 
squirrels  abounded  in  the  timber  along  the  streams, 
and  prairie  dogs  were  numerous  in  the  open  coun- 
try. Wild  turkeys  and  prairie  chickens  were  also 
plentiful.  For  the  first  two  years  the  settlers  got 
their  meat  supply  almost  absolutely  by  killing  and 
butchering  buffaloes.  These  animals  were  so  plen- 
tiful and  so  easily  obtained  that  no  part  of  the 
carcass  except  the  best  was  used  for  food.  During 
the  next  two  years  the  citizens  supplied  themselves, 
so  far  as  they  could,  with  buffalo  beef,  but  at  the 
end  of  this  time  these  animals  became  almost,  and 
soon  thereafter  entirely,  extinct. 

The  settlers  of  this  county  saw  more  buffaloes 
and  had  more  experiences  with  them  than  the  pio- 
neers of  other  fi'ontier  settlements.  In  all  the  older 
States,  where  civilization  advanced  gradually  in  a 
body,  the  buffaloes  seemed  to  scent  the  apijroach 
of  the  white  men,  and  fled  in  advance.  Formerly 
the  fi'ontier  settler  seldom  saw  a  buffalo  unless  he 
went  out  beyond  the  advanced  line  of  the  settle- 
ment. In  the  settlement  of  this  county,  the  pio- 
neers passed  the  front  line  of  civilization,  and 
jumped  over,  as  it  were,  a  broad  strip  of  unsettled 
territory,  and  located  among  the  Indians,  buffaloes 
and  the  other  wild  animals  named.  The  wild  tur- 
keys have  become  almost  extinct.  Coyotes,  prairie 
chickens  and  some  of  the  small  animals  still  remain 
in  limited  numbers.  In  the  spring  and  fall  seasons 
wild  geese  fly  over  the  county  in  great  numbers, 
and  frequently  flocks  alight  upon  the  prairies  or 
wheat  fields,  and  occasionally  some  are  shot. 

Soon  after  the  settlement  of  the  territory  of 
Webster  began,  a  number  of  human  skeletons 
were  found  on  the  south  side  of  the  Republican 
River,  some  distance  below  Red  Cloud,  where  a 
number  of  persons  had  undoubtedly  been  massa- 
cred several  years  before,  by  the  Indians.  Some 
of  the  old  citizens  here  think  they  were  a  party  of 
United  States  land  surveyors,  while  others  think 
they  were  a  party  of  hunters  or  explorers.      Had 
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they  beeu  laud  surveyors,  it  is  most  likely  the  fact 
would  have  been  known. 

lu  1871  the  remains  of  three  hunters  were 
found  about  half  a  mile  east  of  Ked  Cloud.  They 
had,  in  all  probability,  been  murdered  by  the  In- 
dians some  two  or  three  years  previously.  When 
the  fact  of  finding  the  remains  of  these  hunters 
was  advertised,  their  friends  living  near  Fairbiu'y, 
this  State,  came  on  and  buried  them  at  Red  Cloud. 
They  were  out  hunting  buffaloes  when  they  met 
their  fate.  When  found,  it  was  discovered  that  the 
wagon  belonging  to  the  hunters  and  one  of  the 
men  had  been  partially  burned. 

About  the  year  1871 — probably  early  in  the 
winter  of  1871-72 — four  men  living  on  White 
Rock,  in  Kansas,  started  out  with  a  team  of  mules 
and  a  wagon  to  hunt  buffaloes.  They  were  caught 
in  a  snow  storm,  and  three  of  them  took  the  mules, 
leaving  the  wagon  and  the  other  man  in  it,  and  at- 
tempted to  save  their  lives  by  reaching  some  set- 
tlement. When  the  storm  was  over,  they  were  found 
frozen  to  death,  at  a  point  in  Smith  County,  Kansas, 
some  eight  or  ten  miles  south  and  west  of  Red 
Cloud.  They  were  brought  to  Red  Cloud  and  here 
interred.  The  man  that  was  left  in  the  wagon  was 
found  before  life  was  extinct  and  was  cared  for 
and  saved.  His  feet,  however,  were  so  badly  frozen 
that  they  had  to  be  amputated.  When  the  friends 
of  the  three  who  were  interred  at  Red  Cloud  heard 
of  the  incident,  they  came  and  opened  the  graves, 
identified  the  bodies  and  took  them  home  for  final 
burial.  The  mules  belonging  to  the  party  also  per 
ished  in  the  storm. 

In  the  summer  of  1884  Mrs.  Ida  Wagner, 
widow  of  Daniel  Wagner,  was  on  a  visit  at  the 
house  of  her  father,  William  Van  Dyke,  about  six 
miles  south  and  a  little  west  of  Red  Cloud.  She 
had  with  her  a  little  son,  aged  about  sixteen  months. 
This  child  wandered  away  from  the  house  and  be- 
came lost.  The  alarm  was  given,  and  the  neigh- 
bors and  people  turned  out  and  diligently  sought 
for  the  child,  but  found  it  not.  It  was  lost  forever! 
Some  months  thereafter  the  remains  of  a  child, 
supposed  to  be  this  one,  were  found  about  a  mile 
northwest  of  Mr.  Van  Dyke's  house. 

In  the  fall  of  1871  several  cattle  kings,  dealing 


in  Texas  cattle,  took  immense  herds  of  cattle  from 
the  State  of  Texas  to  Kansas  for  shipment  to  the 
East,  and  6,000  head  or  more  of  these  herds 
(unfit  for  shipment)  were  brought  into  the  Repub 
lican  Valley,  in  Nebraska,  to  graze  and  to  be  im 
proved  during  the  winter  of  1871-72.  This  vas 
number  of  cattle  was  herded  in  the  valley  !)e 
tween  the  mouth  of  Thompson  Creek,  in  Franklin 
County,  and  the  mouth  of  Willow  Creek,  in  Webster 
County,  a  distance  of  about  twenty-five  miles,  twenty 
of  them  being  in  Webster  County.  The  winter  was 
very  cold,  and  the  ground  was  so  deeply  covered 
with  snow  that  the  cattle  could  not  get  to  it  to 
graze.  Feed  at  that  early  date  could  not  be  ob 
tained  here,  as  the  few  early  settlers  had  thus  far 
not  been  able  to  raise  a  surplus,  and  the  facilities 
for  shipping  it  from  abroad  were  insufficient,  con- 
sequently about  four-fifths  of  all  these  cattle  per- 
ished. The  numerical  loss  is  variously  estimated 
by  the  surviving  early  settlers. 

The  owners  of  one  herd  of  these  cattle  employed 
William  E.  Jackson  and  his  son- in  law,  George 
Taylor,  and  many  other  early  settlers,  to  skin  their 
dead  cattle  for  half  that  the  hides  sold  for.  Many 
cattle,  however,  were  skinned  by  jaarties  not  thus 
employed,  and  in  these  instances  the  owners  re- 
ceived no  share  of  the  proceeds,  and  many  were 
not  found  at  all  in  time  to  secure  their  hides.  The 
manner  of  skinning  these  cattle  was  a  novel  one. 
The  skin  was  cut  around  the  neck  and  down  the 
breast  and  belly  and  down  each  leg,  then  a  log- 
chain  was  fastened  to  the  hide  at  the  top  of  the 
neck,  being  drawn  oft"  of  the  carcass  with  a  team. 
W.  N.  Richardson,  the  leading  cattle  dealer,  now 
of  Red  Cloud,  but  then  a  pioneer  merchant,  bought 
a  large  proportion  of  the  hides  sold  on  this  occasion 
and  shipj)ed  them  in  wagons  to  Waterville,  Kas.  The 
early  settlers  also  lost  some  of  their  cattle  by  the 
severities  of  this  winter,  but  in  general  the  loss  of 
the  '■  cattle  kings ' '  resulted  in  gains  to  many  of 
the  settlers,  especially  to  all  who  engaged  in  the 
hide  business.  It  was,  as  one  of  them  expresses 
it,  "a  bonanza  to  the  early  settlers."  Truly 
"  there  is  no  great  loss  without  some  small  gain. ' ' 

The  first  marriage  in  the  county  was  that  of 
William   J.    Norris  and  Hulda  J.   Rennecker,   on 
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July  14,  J  871,  the  ceremony  having  been  per- 
formed by  Judge  Silas  Garber. 

Rev.  Penney  preached  the  first  sermon  here  in 
the  summer  of  1871. 

The  first  child  born  in  the  county  was  a  son  of 
^V.  D.  McKinney,  born  in  1871,  on  Waluut  Creek. 

Miss  Mary  Kinsley  taught  the  first  school  in 
Webster  in  a  log  school-house  near  the  Guide  Rock 
stockade. 

The  first  homicide  occurred  July  4,  1871,  whim 
Richard  Bowbier  shot  and  killed  William  Hicks  on 
Ash  Creek. 

The  first  saw-mills  iu  the  county  were  built  in 
1872 — one  at  Guide  Rock,  by  J.  L.  Columbia  and 
M.  Stratton,  and  one  at  Red  Cloud,  by  J.  Q.  and 
J.  Potter. 

The  first  newspaper  published  was  the  Red 
Cloud  Chief,  established  in  July,  1873. 

The  first  flouring  and  grist-mill  was  built  on 
the  Republican  River,  in  1874,  by  Potter  &  Say  re. 

The  first  teachers'  institute  was  held  in  Red 
Cloud  in  April,  1874. 

The  first  liquor  license  in  the  county  was 
granted  to  Silas  Garber,  on  March  20,  1872,  for 
125,  for  a  year. 

The  first  dug-out  residence  was  constructed  in 
the  Guide  Rock  settlement  by  the  first  settlers 
there. 

The  first  log  house  was  built  by  Joseph  Garber, 
September  20,  1870,  at  a  point  one  and  a  half 
miles  east  of  the  present  village  of  Guide  Rock. 

The  first  frame  house  was  erected  by  Silas  Gar- 
ber in  Red  Cloud — the  old  court-house. 

The  first  wire  fence  in  the  county  was  put  up  in 
March,  1874,  by  William  Norris. 

In  July,  1872,  George  W.  Hummel  hauled  the 
first  load  of  goods  from  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad  at  Juniata,  in  Adams  County,  to 
Red  Cloud,  for  Messrs.  H.  S.  Kaly  and  Saddler  & 
Co.  He  was  gone  seven  days,  having  had  to  wait 
three  days  on  his  return  at  Blue  River  for  the 
water  to  fall. 

Prank  Buschow  plantinl  the  first  hedge  fence, 
200  rods,  in  May,  1874. 

A.  T.  Reed  hauled  the  first  crop  to  market — 
wheat  raised  in  1872. 


The  first  organized  religious  society  in  the 
county  was  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on 
Penney  Creek,  organized  by  Rev.  C.  W.  Wells, 
August  10,  1871. 

At  an  agricultural  fair  held  iu  Red  Cloud  in 
1888  special  premiums  were  offered  by  individuals 
for  the  oldest  boy  and  girl  born  in  the  county,  the 
largest  family,  the  oldest  man  and  woman  living 
in  the  county,  etc.,  that  should  attend  the  fair 
and  compete  for  the  premiums.  Thomas  Reed, 
born  in  1808,  D.  C.  Metcalf,  born  in  1809,  Thomas 
Jones,  born  in  1812,  and  C.  C.  Coon,  born  in  1815, 
competed  for  the  premium  (a  cane)  offered  the 
oldest  man.  Of  course,  Mr.  Reed  won  the  prize. 
Mrs.  Martin,  aged  eighty,  Mrs.  Eliza  Holcomb, 
aged  seventy,  and  other  younger  ladies,  competed 
for  the  cashmere  dress  ofi^ered  ' '  the  oldest  woman. ' ' 
The  dress  was  awarded  to  Mrs.  Martin.  A  pair 
of  shoes  offered  to  the  oldest  boy  born  in  the 
county  was  given  Herbert  T.  Ayers,  who  was  boiu 
June  13,  1871,  and  Lulu  Barber,  born  September 
8,  1871,  secured  the  necklace  offered  to  the  oldest 
girl  of  native  birth.  C.  C.  Coon,  six  feet  and  five 
inches,  and  L.  Hummel,  six  feet  and  three  inches 
iu  height  of  stature,  competed  for  the  hat  offered 
to  the  "  tallest  man."  Ed.  McCune,  five  feet  and 
three  inches  tall,  won  the  high  heeled  shoes  offered 
to  the  shortest  man.  George  W.  Hummel,  with 
wife  and  six  children,  William  E.  Jackson,  wife 
and  nine  children,  L.  T.  Munsell,  wife  and  ten 
children,  and  John  Beauchamp,  with  wife  and 
twelve  children,  competed  for  the  "  $5  coupon 
ticket  "  offered  to  the  largest  family.  The  baby- 
chair  offered  to  the  first  married  couple  was 
awarded  to  Thomas  Vaughn  and  wife  who  were 
married  in  October,  1872,  by  ''Grandpap  Ken- 
nedy." The  album  offered  to  the  first  school- 
teacher was  awarded  Mrs.  Fannie  (Barber)  Mc- 
Cune, who  taught  in  Red  Cloud  in  June,  1871. 

The  reader  should  not  construe  these  "first 
things"  concerning  the  individuals  at  the  fair  as 
being  strictly  the  first  things  in  the  county,  but  the 
first  occurrences  iu  connection  with  the  persons  at- 
tending the  fair  and  competing  for  the  premiums. 

In  November,  1877,  the  Red  Cloud  Chief  pub- 
lished the  following: 
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"  Hurrah  for  the  sodhouse  aristocracy  of  Ne- 
braska! A  quarter  of  a  century  hence,  young  men 
will  say  with  pride  that  they  commenced  life  in  a 
sodhouse,  and  before  the  next  centennial,  those 
that  can  say  that  their  ancestors  dwelt  in  these 
humble  habitations,  will  bo  considered  '  The  first 
families  in  Nebraska.'  A  future  president  of  the 
United  States  may  now  be  tumbling  around  on  a 
dirt  floor  in  a  sod-house.  In  the  campaign  pre- 
ceding his  election,  sodhouse  songs  may  become 
as  common  as  the  log-cabin  songs  were,  in  the  days 
of  '  Tippecanoe  and  Tyler  too,'  and  instead  of 
log-cabins  wo  may  have  a  picture  of  a  sod-house, 
and  the  future  president  cutting  and  carrying  sods 
to  finish  the  roof." 

The  best  evidence  of  the  patriotism  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Webster  County  consists  in  the  fact  that 
thoy  have  annually  celebrated  the  birthday  of  their 
country.  On  July  4,  1871,  the  first  year  after  the 
settlement  of  the  county  began,  the  pioneers  of  the 
settlements  of  Guide  Rock  and  Red  Cloud  met  at 
Dry  Creek,  about  throe  miles  east  of  the  site  of 
Rod  Cloud,  and  held  a  ''picnic."  They  were  hav- 
ing an  enjoyable  time  in  the  old-fashioned  way, 
when  their  festivities  wore  interrupted  and  a  cloud 
of  sadness  was  thrown  over  them,  by  the  first  kill- 
ing of  a  mortal  by  his  fellow-man  within  the 
county.  Suddenly  rushed  upon  them  the  news  that 
Richard  Bowbier  had -shot  and  killed  William 
Hicks  on  Ash  Creek,  south  of  the  Republican  River. 
The  parties  had  quarreled  about  some  timber.  A 
coroner's  jury  was  empaneled  at  the  celebration, 
an  inquest  was  held  over  the  body,  and  a  verdict 
in  accordance  with  the  facts  was  rendered.  Bow- 
bier was  arrested  and  afterward  tried  for  the  of- 
fense, and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  self-defonse. 
This  sad  incident,  however,  did  not  dampen  the 
ardor  of  the  citizens  in  keeping  up  their  celebra- 
tions on  the  annual  return  of  the  natal  day. 

A  Fourth  of- July  celebration  was  held  in  Red 
Cloud  in  1S7!2,  and  nearly  every  year  since  the 
people  have  met  there  to  celebrate  the  day.  At 
all  events  there  has  not  a  year  passed  since  1871, 
without  a  celebration  on  the  nation's  birthday 
somewhere  in  Webster  County. 

The  celebration  of  1872  deserves  special  men- 


tion. It  was  a  celebration  of  pioneer  settlers, 
nearly  all  of  whom,  in  Webster  County,  were  pres- 
ent, and  many  came  from  the  adjoining  country  in 
Nebraska,  and  from  Jewell  and  Smith  Counties  in 
Kansas.  A  dance  having  been  advertised,  young 
men,  and  others  not  so  young,  brought  their  "  best 
girls,"  from  far  and  near,  with  ox  teams.  A  bow- 
ery, for  the  celebration  and  dance,  was  constructed 
a  little  north  and  west  of  where  the  Red  Cloud 
Nati(mal  Bank  now  stands.  The  boards  for  the 
floor  wore  sawed  on  the  pioneer  saw-mill  at  Guide 
Rock,  from  cottonwood  timber.  William  Laird 
was  one  of  the  fiddlers  at  the  dance.  Joseph  Hol- 
comb,  one  of  the  dancers,  having  no  fine  boots, 
wore  a  pair  of  moccasins,  and  experienced  difficulty 
in  "shuffling"  on  the  cottonwood  floor. 

Lee  S.  Estell,  an  attorney,  who  arrived  in  the 
spring  of  1872,  delivered  the  oration.  About  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  when  the  jovial  rollickers 
of  the  frontier  were  busily  engaged  in  "tripping 
the  light  fantastic  toe,"  a  herd  of  buffaloes  were 
stampeded  through  or  near  the  town  by  some 
hunters.  This  broke  up  the  dance  for  a  little 
while,  the  male  dancers  leaving  the  bowery  to  chase 
the  bison.  Some,  who  had  saddle  horses,  mounted 
their  steeds  in  hot  h,iste  and  pursued  the  fright- 
ened animals.  One  buffalo  was  killed,  and  a  man 
in  attempting  to  lasso  a  calf  lost  his  balance  and 
fell  forward  from  his  horse  on  to  the  calf,  caught  it 
in  his  arms  and  secured  it.  After  the  buffaloes  fled 
and  the  dancers  had  a  sufficiency  of  that  sport — 
their  best  girls  looking  on  and  enjoying  it  equally  as 
well — they,  unlike  the  soldiers  in  the  dance  at  Brus- 
sels on  the  outbreak  of  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  re- 
turned to  the  bowery  and  went  on  with  the  dance, 
their  joy  unconfined.  This  was  a  celebration  on  the 
frontier  of  civilization,  having  festivities  connected 
with  it  that  could  be  had  nowhere  in  the  rear  of  the 
fi'ont  line.  The  part  taken  in  it  by  the  wild  beasts 
was  not  voluntary,  and  eousetiuently  not  enjoyable, 
but  their  presence  added  much  to  the  joy  of  the 
people  present.  Not  many  can  attend  celebrations 
on  the  Fourth  of  July  and  chase  the  buffalo  at  t)io 
same  time. 

Extraordinary  efforts  were  made  for  the  Cen- 
tennial celebration,  held  in  Red  Cloud,  on  July  4, 
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1876,  and  it  beiag  at  the  close  of  the  first  century 
of  our  National  existence,  and  only  five  years  after 
the  inception  of  Webster  GouQty,  it  merits  particu- 
lar mention. 

The  celebration  was  a  glorious  success.  The 
day  was  all  that  could  be  desired.  Early  in  the 
morning  wagons  came  pouring  in  fi'om  all  direc- 
tions, until  something  like  twelve  hundred  people 
were  assembled  on  the  grounds.  The  various 
parts  of  the  county  were  never  better  represented 
in  Red  Cloud.  Several  bands  were  on  the  ground 
and  furnished  abundant  music.  The  exercises  be- 
gan about  half  past  ten,  a.  m.  ,  with  a  voluntary 
from  a  band,  which  was  followed  by  a  song  from 
the  choir.  Then  came  the  j)rayer,  short  and  elo- 
quent, by  Rev.  Dr.  Elliott.  Father  Brice,  one  of 
the  oldest  men  iu  the  county,  and  among  the  earli- 
est band  of  settlers,  read  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence. More  singing  by  the  choir  was  followed 
by  the  oration  of  Hon.  J.  S.  Gilham.  After  din- 
ner, historical  sketches  of  Potsdam,  luavale,  Wal- 
nut Creek,  Stillwater  and   Red  Cloud   were  read. 


The  historians  were,  respectively,  Mr.  Snow,  Mr. 
Knight,  R.  B.  Fulton,  Abraham  Wells  and  Will- 
iam Jackson,  of  these  pi-ecincts.  At  night  there 
was  a  display  of  fireworks,  and  the  celebration 
ended  with  dancing  away  the  "still  small  hours  of 
the  night."  All  were  happy  and  glad  that  they 
were  permitted  to  celebrate  the  close  of  the  first 
and  the  beginning  of  the  second  century  of  National 
life.  Hon.  J.  S.  Gilham  closed  his  able  and  inter- 
esting address  with  the  following  paragraph: 

"The  century  that  is  setting  to-day  to  rise  no 
more,  leaves  us  infinitely  in  advance  of  our  fore- 
fathers in  material  progress.  With  all  honor  and 
deference  to  the  illustrious  dead,  we  are  not  behind 
them  in  morals,  not  behind  them  in  integrity,  not 
behind  them  in  the  energy  and  heroism  that  are 
necessary  to  a  nation's  life.  Strengthened  by  past 
victories,  conscious  of  undiminished  manhood,  fol- 
lowing that  Divine  guidance  which  has  been  our 
cloud  and  our  pillar  in  the  ceutury  that  has  passed, 
let  us  advance  boldly  and  hopefully  into  the  cen- 
tury to  come." 
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So  from  the  first  eternal  order  ran. 
And  creature  link'd  to  creature,  man 


-Pope. 


IjI^ORE  the  organization  of 
\VM)ster    County,    the   ter- 
'f   iitoiy    now    composing     it 
foimed  a  part  of  Jefferson 
County.       The  preliminary 
;j    fit(  ps  toward  its    organiza- 
tion were  taken  at  meetings 
*  h<  1(1    in   the   dug-out    resi- 

dence of  Silas  Garber.      A 
I )( tit  ion   to  the  Governor  was  drawn, 
'd  and  delivered  to  him,  in  conse- 
<]uence  of  which  the  following  proc- 
lamation was  issued: 

State  op  Nebraska,   \ 
Executive  Chamber,  f 
Whereas,  a  large  number  of  the  citizens 
of     the    unorganized    count}'    of   Webster 
lave   united   in  a   petition   asking  that  an 
election  be  calleil  for  the  purpose  of  choos- 
ing county   officers  preliminary  to  the   or- 
ganization of  said  county: 

Tlunfiire,  I.  AVilliam  A.  James,  Acting-Governor  of 
the  Stale  of  Nebraska,  by  virtue  of  the  autliority  in  me 
vested,  do  hereby  order  that  an  election  be  held  at  the 
dwelling-house  of  Silas  Garber,  in  Red  Cloud,  in  said 
county,  on  Wednesday,  April  19,  1871,  for  the  purpose  of 
choosing  three  County  Commissioners,  one  County  Clerk, 
one  County  Treasurer,  one  Sheriff,  one  Probate  Judge,  one 


County  Surveyor,  oneCIounty  Superintendent  of  Schools, 
one   Coroner,  three  Judges  of  Election;  and  I  do  hereby 
designate  and   appoint  James  Calvert,  Peter  Head  and 
William  McBride  as  Judges  to  conduct  said  election,  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  act  for  the  organization  of  counties,  ap- 
proved June  34,  18(iT,  and  the  election  laws  of  the  State. 
In  Testimony  Whereof,  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand, 
and  caused  to  be  affi.TCd  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska. Done  at  IJncoln  this  tenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-one. 
Wm.   H.  James,  AHing-dovcmor. 
Wm.  H.  James,  Sec.  State. 

The  election  was  accordingly  held,  and  the 
question  of  the  location  of  the  site  for  the  county 
seat  was  also  voted  upon.  The  returns  showed 
the  following  resialt: 

For  county  seat:  The  east  half  of  the  north 
east  quarter  of  Section  2,  Township  1  north.  Range 
11  west,  of  the  sixth  principal  meridian,  45  votes. 
For  county  commissioners:  Peter  Head,  Joseph 
Garber  and  William  Fennimore,  38,  37  and  19 
votes,  respectively;  Silas  Garber,  for  probate  judge, 
43  votes;  William  A.  Brice,  for  county  treasurer, 
42  votes;  Thomas  B.  Williams,  for  county  clerk, 
40  votes;  Donald  MeCallum,  for  county  sirrveyor, 
37  votes;  William  B.  Jackson,  for  county  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  37  votes;  Emanuel  Peters,  for 
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sheriff,  37  votes;  George  M.  Taylor,  for  assessor, 
36  votes;  Albert  Lathrop  and  William  McBride,  for 
constable,  35  and  36  votes,  respectively;  Peter 
Head,  for  coroner,  39  votes;  Finis  E.  Penney  and 
Joseph  Garber,  for  justices  of  the  peace,  37  and 
39  votes,  respectively;  Peter  Head,  William  Mc- 
Bride and  James  Calvert,  for  judges  of  election, 
each  six  votes;  Mervin  Thomas  and  W.  H.  Brice, 
for  clerks  of  election,  each  six  votes. 

At  the  time  of  this  election  the  territory  of  the 
county  was  all  in  one  precinct.  The  settlements 
thus  far  made  were  mostly  in,  along,  and  adjacent 
to  the  Republican  Valley,  and  Red  Cloud  was  the 
most  central  and  the  most  convenient  place  for  the 
holding  of  this,  the  first  election  in  the  county. 
The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was  45,  and  the 
persons  named  above  were  elected  to  the  offices  in- 
dicated. 

On  the  evening  of  the  day  of  the  election,  the 
votes  were  canvassed  in  the  room  where  the  elec- 
tion was  held,  by  the  election  board.  There  was 
only  one  chair  in  the  room,  and  that  was  given  up 
to  William  H.  Brice,  who  was  then  upward  of 
eighty  years  of  age.  The  others  provided  them- 
selves with  seats  by  up-ending  sticks  of  fire-wood. 
The  returns  were  made  out,  and  Dr.  Thomas  B. 
.Williams  and  E.  Edson  were  appointed  to  take 
them  to  the  Governor  at  Lincoln.  Commissions 
were  then  issued  by  the  Governor  to  the  officers 
elected. 

On  May  20,  following,  Peter  Head,  Joseph 
Garber  and  William  Fennimore,  the  county  com- 
missioners elected,  met  in  the  office  of  the  coun- 
ty clerk,  in  Red  Cloud,  with  Thomas  B.  Will- 
iams, the  county  clerk  elect,  and  held  their  first 
session  as  such  officers.  They  approved  the  elec- 
tion returns,  and  the  official  bonds  of  Messrs. 
William  H.  Brice,  Silas  Garber,  Emanuel  Peters, 
Donald  McCallum,  George  Taylor,  Finis  Penney, 
Albert  Lathrop  and  Josef>h  Garber.  They  also 
divided  the  county  into  three  commissioners'  dis- 
tricts, as  follows:  No.  1,  to  contain  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  county  lying  east  of  the  middle  of 
Range  10  west;  No.  2,  to  contain  all  lands  in  the 
west  half  of  Range  10,  and  whole  of  Range  11; 
No.  3,  to  contain  all  lands  within  the  county  in 


Range  12.  A  petition  was  then  presented  by  Os- 
born  Ayers  and  others  for  the  establishment  of  a 
public  road,  "commencing  at  the  Kansas  State 
line  to  cross  the  Republican  River  at  the  Rock 
BlufP,  on  Section  15,  and  to  intersect  the  State 
line  road  at  the  dividing  section,  corner  of  Sec- 
tions 10  and  11."      William  Pettit  and Hardy 

were  appointed  commissioners  to  locate  it.  The 
county  commissioners  then  adjourned  to  the  July 
regular  session. 

At  this,  the  second  session  of  the  county  com- 
missioners, held  in  July,  1S71,  the  county  was 
divided  into  road  districts  as  follows:  District  No. 
1  was  made  to  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  county 
lying  east  of  the  dividing  line  between  Ranges  9 
and  10  west;  District  No.  2  was  made  to  contain 
all  the  lands  in  the  county  lying  in  Range  10  and 
the  east  half  of  Range  1 1 ;  District  No.  3  was  made 
to  include  all  the  lands  in  the  county  lying  west  of 
District  No.  2.  Road  supervisors  were  then  ap- 
pointed as  follows :  William  McBride  for  the  First, 
Charles  Gurney  for  the  Second,  and  John  Tomlin- 
son  for  the  Third  district.  At  the  same  time  the 
county  was  divided  into  three  precincts.  Guide 
Rock  Precinct  was  made  to  contain  all  that  part  of 
the  county  in  Range  9,  and  the  east  one-third  of 
Range  10.  Red  Clond  Precinct  was  made  to  em- 
brace the  west  two-thirds  of  Range  10  and  the 
whole  of  Range  1 1  within  the  county.  Walnut 
Creek  Precinct  was  made  to  include  all  of  Range 
12  within  the  county. 

September  11,  1871,  the  county  commissioners, 
being  then  in  session,  ordered  that  an  election 
should  be  held  in  the  several  precincts  of  the  county 
on  the  19th  day  of  the  same  month,  for  the  sub- 
mission of  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  pro- 
posed new  State  constitution. 

The  first  regular  election  in  the  county,  after 
its  organization,  was  held  October  10,  1871,  and 
resulted  in  the  election  of  Peter  Head,  Joseph  Gar- 
ber and  Allen  T.  Ayers,  county  commissioners;  T. 
B.  Williams,  clerk;  Silas  Garber,  judge;  W.  E. 
Jackson,  treasurer;  James  Calvert,  sheriff;  Donald 
McCallum,  surveyor;  Edward  Kellogg,  superin- 
tendent of  schools,  and  Dr.  Peter  Head,  coroner. 
On  the  same  day  a  majority  of  the  electors  voted 
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to  authorize  the  county  commissioners  to  issue 
bonds  in  the  sum  of  12,000,  for  the  erection  of 
county  buildings.  In  accordance  therewith,  the 
bonds  were  afterward  issued.  Following  the  or- 
ganization of  the  county,  the  dug-out  residence  of 
Silas  Garber  continued  for  some  months  to  be  used 
for  the  court  house  and  county  offices.  The  resi- 
dence of  Mr.  Garber  was  built  by  digging  a  hole 
in  the  ground,  then  laying  logs  around  on  the 
banks,  three  or  four  feet  high,  and  then  putting  on 
a  dirt  roof.  This  historic  structure — the  home  of 
the  man  who,  in  loss  than  four  years  thereafter, 
bjecame  the  Governor  of  Nebraska — was  located  on 
the  east  side  of  what  is  now  Webster  Street,  on  the 
bank  by  the  creek  just  north  of  the  culvert  on  the 
street.  The  county  offices  were,  some  time  during 
the  year,  moved  to  a  small  log  building  which  stood 
on  the  northwest  corner  of  Webster  and  Third  Av- 
enue, and  on  April  16,  1872,  were  removed  to  a 
frame  store  building  just  completed  by  Silas  Gar- 
ber, and  bought  liy  the  county  commissioners  for 
the  sum  of  $250,  out  of  the  county  bond  fund. 
This  was  the  first  building  owned  by  the  county. 
It  stood  near  the  southeast  corner  of  Webster 
Street  and  Fourth  Avenue,  and  continued  to  be 
used  by  the  county  until  the  present  court-house 
was  erected,  in  1878.  This  court-house  stands  on 
the  center  of  Block  12,  in  the  city  of  Bed  Cloiid. 
It  is  a  two- story  frame  building,  with  rooms  for 
county  offices,  on  the  first  floor,  and  the  court  room 
on  the  second.  It  was  constructed  by  the  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company,  for  and 
in  consideration  of  the  release  of  all  the  taxes  that 
had  accrued  on  their  lands  within  the  county  prior 
to  the  year  1877.  The  company  disputed  the  pay- 
ment of  these  taxes,  but  proposed  to  build  the 
court-house  for  the  county  in  consideration  of  a 
complete  release  from  their  payment,  and  the 
county  commissioners  accepted  the  proj)osition. 
The  particulars  of  this  matter  are  too  long  and 
uninteresting  for  recital  hero.  It  is  said  that  the 
court-house  cost  $4,000. 

In  January,  1873,  Webster  County  was  again 
subdivided  into  road  districts  as  follows:  No.  1 
embraced  all  lands  lying  north  of  the  Republican 
River,  in  Townships  1  and  2  north  of  the  base  line, 


in  Range  9  west;  No.  2  included  all  the  lands  ly- 
ing north  of  the  Republican  River,  in  Townships  1 
and  2  north,  Range  10  west;  No.  3  contained  all 
the  lands  north  of  the  Republican  River,  in  Town- 
ships 1  and  2  north,  Range  11  west;  No.  4  was 
composed  of  all  lands  north  of  the  Republican 
River,  in  Townships  I  and  2  north,  Range  12  west; 
No.  5  'contained  all  of  Range  9  and  the  east  one- 
third  of  Range  10,  in  Townships  3  and  4,  north; 
No.  6  included  the  west  one-third  of  Range  11  and 
the  whole  of  Range  12.  in  Townships  3  and  4 
north;  No.  7  embraced  the  west  two-thii'ds  of 
Range  10  and  the  east  two-thirds  in  Range  11,  in 
Townships  3  and  4  north,  lying  between  Districts 
5  and  0;  No.  8  covered  all  the  lands  in  the  county 
lying  south  of  the  Republican  River,  in  Range  9, 
and  the  east  one  third  of  Range  10,  in  Township 
1  north ;  No.  9  included  all  the  lands  south  of  the 
Republican  River,  in  the  west  two-thirds  of  Range 

10,  and  the  east  two-thirds  of  Range  11,  in  Town- 
ship 1  north;  No.  10  contained  all  that  part  of  the 
county  lying  south  of  the  Republican  River  and 
west  of  District  No.  9.  These  districts  embraced 
the  entire  area  of  the  county.  This  w.is  the  first 
subdivision  of  the  county  into  road  districts.  Since 
then  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  increased 
population  the  districts  have  from  time  to  time  been 
changed — reduced  in  size  and  new  ones  created. 

At  the  time  the  coirnty  was  first  subdivided  into 
road  districts,  the  following  new  precincts  were  or- 
ganized :  Oak  Creek  Precinct  was  made  to  include 
Township  4  north.  Ranges  9  and  10  west,  the  north 
half  of  Township  3,  Range  9,  and   Sections   1,  2, 

11,  12,  13  and  14  in  Township  3,  Range  10;  Har 
mony  Precinct  was  made  to  contain  Township  4, 
■Ranges  11  and  12,  and  the  north  half  of  Township 
3,  Range  12;  Red  Cloud  Precinct  was  made  to  em- 
brace all  of  Range  11,  and  the  west  two-thirds  of 
Range  10,  in  Townships  1,  2  and  3  north;  Batin 
Precinct  was  also  formed  in  1873,  and  subsequently, 
from  time  to  time,  the  old  precincts  were  reduced 
in  size,  and  new  ones  created  to  suit  the  conven- 
ience and  demands  of  the  increasing  population. 
The  civil  political  divisions  of  the  county  contin- 
ued to  be  called  precincts  until  the  year  1885,  when 
township  organization — which    will    be    explained 
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elsewhere — was  adopted  for  the  government  thereof. 
The  name  precinct  was  then  dropped  and  town- 
ship substituted. 

The  county  ia  now  subdivided  into  civil  or  po- 
litical townships,  with  names  and  descriptions  as  fol- 
lows. In  most  cases  the  civil  townships  correspond 
with  the  Congressional  townships,  according  to 
the  following  statement:  Guide  Rock,  Town  1  north, 
Range  9  west;  Beaver  Creek,  Town  2  north,  Range 
9  west;  Stillwater,  Town  3  north,  Range  9  west; 
Oak  Creek,  Town  4  north,  Range  9  west;  Potsdam, 
Town  4  north,  Range  10  west;  Elm  Creek,  Town 
3  north,  Range  10  west;  Pleasant  Hill,  the  east 
live- sixths  of  Town  2  north.  Range  10  west,  and 
the  east  five-sixths  of  Town  1  north,  Range  10 
west,  lying  north  of  the  Republican  River;  Garfield, 
all  lying  south  of  the  Republican  River  in  Town  1 
north.  Range  10  west;  Line,  all  lying  south  of  the 
Republican  River  in  Town  1  north.  Range  11  west; 
Red  Cloud,  all  of  Range  11  west,  and  the  west  tier 
of  sections  in  Range  10  west,  in  Town  2  north, 
and  all  lying  directly  south  thereof  and  north  of 
the  Republican  River,  excepting  the  city  of  Red 
Cloud;  Batin,  Town  3  north.  Range  11  west;  Glen- 
wood,  Town  4  north,  Range  11  west;  Harmony, 
Town  4  north.  Range  12  west;  Catherton,  Town  3 
north,  Range  12  west;  Inavale,  Town  2  north, 
Range  12  west;  Walnut  Creek,  Town  1  north. 
Range  12  west. 

The  Burlington  &  Missoiu-i  River,  or  Repub- 
lican Valley  Railroad,  was  completed  through 
Webster  County  from  Hastings  on  the  north;  south 
by  way  of  Blue  Hill  and  Cowles,  to  Amljoy,  in  the 
Republican  Valley;  thence  west  \ip  the  valley  by 
way  of  Red  Cloud  and  Inavale,  in  the  fall  of  1878. 
About  two  years  afterward  the  road  was  extended 
down  the  valley,  by  way  of  Guide  Rock,  to  Superior 
and  other  points  to  the  eastward.  The  length  of 
this  railroad,  as  it  extends  east  and  west  through 
the  county  along  the  Republican  River,  is  24.56 
miles,  and  its  length  from  Amboy  to  the  northern 
boundary  of  the  county  is  19.23  miles,  making  its 
entire  length  within  the  county  43.79  miles.  The 
Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroad  passes  east  and 
west  through  the  county,  in  the  northern  tier  of 
townships,  by  way  of  Blue  Hill  and  Bladen,   its 


length  therein  being  26.03  miles.  The  Missouri 
Pacific  Railroad  cuts  across  the  northeast  corner  of 
the  county  for  a  distance  of  0. 15  miles.  These  are 
all  the  completed  railroads  within  this  territory, 
and  their  combined  length  gives  it  69.97  miles  of 
railway.  The  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road is  valued  for  taxation  at  15,600  per  mile,  or 
$245,224  in  the  aggregate. 

The  total  amount  of  tax  charged  thereon  in 
Webster  County,  for  the  year  1889,  was  $9,868.21. 
The  Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroad  was  valued  in 
1889  for  taxation,  at  14,700  per  mile,  or  $122,341 
in  the  aggregate,  and  the  total  tax  charged  thereon 
was  $4,554.79.  For  the  same  year  the  Missouri 
Pacific  Railroad,  within  the  county,  was  valued  for 
taxation  at  the  rate  of  $4, 100  per  mile,  making  the 
aggregate  $615,  on  which  a  total  tax  of  $22.99  was 
charged.  This  makes  the  combined  taxable  valua- 
tion of  all  the  railroads  within  the  county,  $368,- 
180,  and  the  total  taxes  charged  theron,  $14,445.- 
99.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  by  reference  to  the  total 
taxable  wealth  of  the  county  and  the  amount  of 
taxes  charged  thereon,  as  shown  elsewhere  in  this 
work,  that  the  railroads  constitute  a  very  consider- 
able portion  of  the  taxable  property,  and  pay  a 
considerable  portion  of  the  taxes.  The  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Company  was  also  assessed,  in  1889,  at 
the  rate  of  $75.05  per  mile  on  the  main  line  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  through 
the  county,  and  was  charged  $79. 32  taxes  in  the 
aggregate. 

All  of  these  railroads,  excepting  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River,  were  built  without  aid  from  the 
county.  In  April,  1878,  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners ordered  a  special  election  to  be  held 
at  the  several  voting  places  in  the  county  on 
May  4,  following,  to  ascertain  the  sense  of  the 
people  on  the  following  question :  "  Shall  the 
county  commissioners  of  the  couoty  of  Webster,  in 
the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  the  purpose  of  aiding  in 
the  construction  of  the  Republican  Valley  Railroad, 
from  a  point  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  in  Nebraska,  at  or  near  Hastings  in  Adams 
Coimty,  to  a  point  on  the  Republican  Valley  in 
Webster  County,  at  or  near  Red  Cloud,  issue  the 
bonds  of  said  county  to  the  amount  of  $47, 500  ? 
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Said  bouds  to  bear  date  January  1,  1879,  and  to  be 
payable  to  the  Republican  Valley  Railroad  Com- 
pany, or  bearer,  at  the  expiration  of  fifteen  years 
from  the  date  thereof,  and  to  bear  interest  at  the 
rate  of  8  per  cent  per  annum  from  and  after  the 
date  thereof,  payable  annually  to  bearer  on  inter- 
est coupons  attached  thereto,  and  interest  payable 
at  the  office  of  the  treasurer  of  said  county  of 
Webster. ' ' 

A  statement  of  the  conditions  on  which  the 
bonds  were  to  be  issiied  then  followed,  in  sub- 
stance as  follows:  That  the  work  of  constructing 
the  road  should  begin  by  the  1st  of  July,  1878; 
that  the  bonds  should  not  be  delivered  until  the 
road  should-  be  complete  and  the  cars  running 
thereon  over  its  whole  length ;  that  the  road  should 
be  completed  and  the  cars  running  through  the 
county  of  Webster  by  July  1,  1879;  that  a  station 
should  be  established  at  or  near  the  northern  bound- 
ary of  the  county,  and  another  station  between  that 
point  and  the  station  of  Red  Cloud;  that  the  bonds 
should  not  be  delivered  unless  this  was  the  first 
railroad  built  from  the  northern  boundary  of  the 
county  to  the  Republican  Valley;  that,  should  the 
said  road  be  built  up  the  Republican  Valley,  an- 
other station  should  be  erected  at  or  near  the  cen- 
ter of  Range  12.  Other  conditions  pertaining  to 
the  levy  of  taxes  by  the  county  followed. 

The  election  was  accordingly  held,  and  on  the 
7th  of  May  the  county  commissioners  canvassed  the 
returns  and  found  that  the  question  pertaining  to 
the  issue  of  the  bonds  had  been  answered  in  the 
affirmative  by  7-1=8  votes,  and  in  the  negative  by  242 
votes — more  than  two-thirds  of  the  voters,  as  re- 
quired by  law,  having  voted  in  the  affirmative. 

Afterward,  on  February  26,  1879,  the  board  of 
county  commissioners,  finding  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  bonds  were  to  be  issued  fully  complied 
with,  made  the  following  order  upon  the  record  of 
their  proceedings:  "That  the  said  county  of 
Webster  do  hereby  issue  its  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $47,500  to  the  Republican  Valley  Railroad 
Company,  and  that  the  chairman  of  said  board  of 
county  commissioners,  on  behalf  of  the  said  county 
of  Webster,  be  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  to 
_  sign,   execute,  issue   and  deliver  to   said  railroad 


company  said  bonds,  and  the  county  clerk  of  said 
county  is  hereby  authorized  to  countersign  said 
bonds  and  attach  the  seal  of  said  county  to  the 
same.  And  the  said  bonds  so  issued  and  delivered 
shall  be  a  binding  obligation  upon  said  county. ' ' 

In  accordance  with  this  order,  the  bonds  were 
issued  and  delivered,  and  they  are  still  outstand- 
ing, not  being  due  until  the  year  1894.  The  rail- 
roads of  the  county  now  pay  taxes  annually  to 
an  amount  of  nearly  one-third  of  the  county's  in- 
debtedness on  railroad  bonds. 

From  the  county's  organization  until  the  year 
1885,  the  court  doing  county  business  consisted  of 
three  county  commissioners,  elected  at  large  by 
the  electors  of  the  county — one  from  each  of  the 
three  commissioners'  districts,  which  extended 
fi-om  the  northern  to  the  southern  boundary  of  the 
county.  As  the  early  settlements  were  mostly 
made  along  the  Republican  River,  it  followed  that 
the  south  end  of  each  commissioner's  district  was 
by  far  the  most  populous,  and  as  an  almost  natu- 
ral consequence  the  commissioners  were  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  time  selected  from  the  southern 
part  of  the  county,  thus  leaving  the  northern  part 
without  a  representative  on  the  board.  This  led 
to  jealousy  on  the  part  of  the  electors  in  the  north- 
ern portion  of  the  county.  The  bridges  across 
the  Republican  River  were  biiilt  at  the  expense 
of  the  whole  county,  while  the  people  of  the 
northern  half  seldom  had  occasion  to  use  them, 
and  many  taxpayers  had  the  impression  that  town- 
ship organization  would  relieve  them  from  helping 
to  build  bridges  outside  of  the  township  in  which 
they  resided,  this  having  been  the  law  in  States 
from  which  they  emigrated.  This  impression, 
however,  was  erroneous,  as  the  county,  and  not  the 
townships,  still  continues  to  build  the  bridges. 
Others  thought  that  a  "  change  ' '  would  be  better 
— that  it  would  probably  be  better  for  each  town 
ship  to  have  a  representative  on  the  board  doing 
county  business.  Consequently,  on  October  15, 
1885,  the  following  petition  was  presented  to  the 
court  doing  county  business: 

We,  the  undersigned,  being  legal  voters  of  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  do  respectfully  petition  that  the  question 
of  Township  Organization,  under  Article  IV,  Chapter  18, 
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of  the  Statutes  of  Nebraska,  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of 
said  county  at  the  next  general  election  to  be  held  there- 
in—the votes  to  be  by  ballot— to  be  written  or  printed, 
or  partly  written  or  partly  printed,  as  follows; 
For  Township  Organization. 
Against  Township  Organization. 
The  votes  to  be  canvassed  and  returned  in  like  man- 
ner as  votes  for  county  officers.     Notice  thereof  to  be 
given  and  posted  in  connection  with  the  notice  of  the  said 
general  election  to  be  held  on  the  Tuesday  succeeding  the 
first  Monday  in  the  month  of  November,  A.  D.  188.5. 

This  petition  was  signed  by  E.  H.  Cox,  A.  B. 
Caulielcl,  F.  A.  Sweezy,  E.  B.  Tuttle,  S.  S.  Wells, 
and  123  others.  The  prayer  of  the  petition  was 
granted,  and  the  question  of  township  organization 
submitted  to  the  people  accordingly.  On  the 
18th  of  November  the  supervisors  elect  assembled 
at  the  court-house  and  organized  temporarily,  by 
electing  C.  G.  Wilson  as  chairman,  and  R.  V. 
Shirey  as  clerk.  The  following-named  gentlemen 
then  presented  the  certificate  of  George  O.  Geiser, 
county  judge,  showing  that  each  had  filed  his  offi- 
cial bond  as  supervisor  of  Webster  County,  as  fol- 
lows: Charles  Gust,  Line  Precinct;  J.  M.  Stod- 
dard, Walnut  Creek  Precinct;  A.  J.  Kenney,  First 
Ward  of  Red  Cloud  City;  C.  G.  Eustis,  Batin  Pre- 
cinct; Joseph  Garber,  Red  Cloud  Precinct;  Charles 
Hunter,  Inavale  Precinct;  J.  C.  Brooks,  Catherton 
Precinct;  James  Groves,  Stillwater  Precinct;  Rob- 
ert V.  Shirey,  Second  Ward,  Red  Cloud  City;  S. 
W.  Fulton,  Harmony  Precinct;  John  Street,  Gar- 
field Precinct;  C.  G.  Wilson,  Potsdam  Precinct; 
T.  C.  Wilder,  Pleasant  Hill  Precinct;  B.  M.  Jones, 
Oak  Creek  Precinct;  I.  B.  Hampton,  Guide  Rock 
Precinct;  William  A.  Ryker,  Beaver  Creek  Pre- 
cinct; W.  H.  Howe,  Elm  Creek  Precinct.  A  per- 
manent organization  of  the  new  supervisors'  court 
was  then  completed  by  the  election  of  C.  G.  Wil- 
son as  chairman,  and  R.  V.  Shirey  was  elected  tem- 
porary clerk,  to  act  in  the  absence  of  the  county 
clerk.  A  committee  of  nine  was  then  appointed 
on  the  re-division  of  the  coimty  and  naming  of 
townships.  The  following  day  the  committee  made 
this  report: 

To  tlie  Honorabk  Bonrd  of  Siipenuors  .-—Your  com- 
mittee, appointed  to  divide  the  county  into  townships  and 
give  their  boundary  lines  and  names,  beg  leave  to  report 
that  they  have  given  the  subject  careful  consideration. 


and  recommend  the  division  to  be  as  now  formed  by 
precincts,  and  such  townships  to  bear  the  names  as  desig- 
nated by  the  precincts,  as  follows:  Guide  Rock  Township, 
Beaver  Creek  Township,  Stillwater  Township,  Oak  Creek 
Township,  Garfield  Township,  Pleasant  Hill  Township, 
Elm  Creek  Township, Potsdam  Township,Line  Township, 
Red  Cloud  Township,  Batin  Township,  Glenwood  Town- 
ship, Walnut  Creek  Township,  Inavale  Township,  Cath- 
erton Township,  Harmony  Township,  City  of  Red  Cloud. 
All  of  which  is  respectfullj'  submitted. 

Signed,  C.  Gust,  A.  J.  Kenney,  I.  B.  Hampton,  T.  G. 
Wilder,  John  Street,  Charles  Hunter,  Joseph  Garber.  J. 
M.  Stoddard,  R.  V.  Shirey. 

The  report  was  approved  and  adopted  by  a  vote 
of  twelve  yeas  to  three  nays.  The  only  change 
effected  by  the  action  of  this  comtnittee  was  that  of 
substituting  "township"  for  "precinct."  Since 
that  time  the  court  doing  county  business  has  been 
composed  of  supervisors,  one  being  elected  in  each 
civil  township  and  two  from  the  city  of  Red  Cloud. 
There  being  sixteen  townshij)s,  this  makes  the  board 
of  supervisors  consist  of  eighteen  members.  Under 
this  system  the  county  has  to  pay  eighteen  men 
to  do  the  work  formerly  done  by  three.  Hence  it 
is  much  more  expensive  than  the  old  system;  be- 
sides there  being  so  many  of  them,  each  one  can 
not  feel  the  same  responsibility  that  each  member 
of  a  court  composed  of  only  three  persons  would 
feel.  The  people  are  conscious  of  the  extra  bur- 
then, and  a  strong  sentiment  is  growing  up  in 
favor  of  the  former  method  of  doing  county  busi 

On  February'  7,  IS'.tO,  the  board  of  supervisors 
adopted  the  following  rules  of  business: 

1st.  All  members  are  required  to  meet  punc- 
tually at  the  hour  of  meeting  for  business. 

'2d.  The  minutes  of  regular  and  special  meet- 
ings shall  be  read  for  correction  and  approved  at 
the  first  regular  meeting  convened. 

3d.  All  claims  and  accounts  against  the  county 
shall  be  sworn  to  and  tiled  with  the  clerk  before 
any  action  will  be  taken. 

4th.  All  business  coming  before  the  board  shall 
be  read  and  presented  by  the  clerk. 

5th.  All  business,  after  being  presented  to  the 
board,  shall  be  referred  to  the  proper  committees 
by  the  chairman. 

6th.   Any  member  aggrieved  by  a  decision  of 
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the  chair,  shall  have  his  redress  by  an  appeal  from 
the  chair  to  the  members  of  the  body. 

7th.  An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair 
shall  be  sustained  by  a  majority  of  all  members 
present. 

8th.  In  order  to  carry  any  question,  it  shall  be 
necessary  for  a  majority  of  the  members  present  to 
vote  in  affirmative. 

9th.  The  ayes  and  nays  may  be  called  for  by 
any  member  of  the  body  on  any  question. 

10th.  To  suspend  a  rule,  it  requires  a  two-thirds 
vote  in  the  affirmative. 

11th.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  speak 
more  than  twice  on  any  one  question. 

Below  will  be  found  the  names  of  Webster 
County  officials,  together  with  dates  of  terms  of 
service,  from  its  organization  to  the  present  writing 

County  Commissioners:  Peter  Head  and  Jos 
eph  Garber,  1871-73;  William  Fennimore,  1871 
Allen  T.  Ayres,  1872-73;  A.  M.  Hardy,  1873-74 
G.  W.  Ball.   1874-79;  Frank  Mattison,   1874-76 

A.  M.  Hardy,  1875-76;  I.  H.  Hobert,  1877-78 
L.  H.  Luce,  1877r-80;  A.  H.  Crary,  1879-81 
Isaac  May,  1880-82;  Hugh  Stevenson,  1881-83 
James  E.  Smith,  1882-84;  Jacob  L.  Miller,  1883- 
85;  John  McCallum,  1884-85;  Isaiah  P.  Hamp- 
ton, 1885. 

Board  of  Supervisors  for  1886:  C.  G.  Wilson, 
of  Potsdam,  chairman;  A.  J.  Kenney  and  R.  V. 
Shirey,  Red  Cloud  City;  Joseph  Garber,  Red 
Cloud  Township;  W.  H.  Howe,  Elm  Creek;  J.  C. 
Brooks,  Catherton;  John  Street,  Garfield;  Carl 
Gust,    Line;    T.  G.  Wilder,  Pleasant  Hill;    Isaiah 

B.  Hampton,  Guide  Rock;  C.  G.  Eustis,  Batin; 
S.  W.  Fulton,  Harmony;  W.  W.  Hagate,  Glen- 
wood;  J.  M.  Stoddard,  Walnut  Creek;  Charles 
Hunter,  Inavale;  James  Groves,  Stillwater;  B.  M. 
Jones,  Oak  Creek;  William  A.  Ryker,  Beaver 
Creek. 

Board  of  Supervisors  for  1887:  G.  P.  Cather, 
Catherton;  Carl  Gust,  Line;  D.  G.  Grice,  Batin; 
Thomas  Humphrey,  Garfield;  T.  G.  Wilder,  Pleas- 
ant Hill;  Joseph  Garber,  Red  Cloud;  Austin 
Reiley,  Oak  Creek;  A.  J.  Worthington,  Inavale; 
Chris  Fassler,  Glenwood;  Peter  Hill,  Elm  Creek; 
Reese  B.  Thompson,  Beaver  Creek;  C.  F.  Cather, 


First  Ward,  Red  Cloud  City;  R.  V.  Shirey,  Sec- 
ond Ward,  Red  Cloud  City;  J.  S.  Marsh,  Guide 
Rock;  Alfred  McCaD,  Walnut  Creek;  S.  W.  Ful- 
ton, Harmony;  Thomas  T.  Finney,  Stillwater, 
Barney  Kuhn,  Potsdam;  R.  V.  Shirey,  served  as 
chairman. 

Board  of  Supervisors  for  1888:  (Townships 
not  given  in  record.)  A.  H.  Kaley,  A.  O.  Berg, 
Joseph  Garber,  George  E.  Coon,  I.  B.  Hampton, 
Sol.  Mandelbaum,  William  Jones,  George  W. 
Hiimmel,  Silas  S.  Wells,  George  P.  Cather,  L.  D. 
Thomas,  Mark  Noble,  J.  L.  Frame,  James  Groves, 
Austin  Reiley,  C.  C.  Cox,  Chris  Fassler,  W.  H. 
Barcus;  George  W.  Hummel  was  chairman. 

Board  of  Supervisors  for  1889:  D.  McCallum, 
Guide  Rock;  W.  H.  Barcus,  Beaver  Creek;  James 
Groves,  Stillwater;  W.  H.  Laird,  Oak  Creek; 
Jotham  Martin,  Potsdam;  L.  D.  Thomas,  Elm 
Creek;  T.  C.  Wilder,  Pleasant  Hill;  George  E. 
Coon,  Garfield;  George  W.  Hummel,  Line;  M.  F. 
Dickerson,  First  Ward,  Red  Cloud  City;  A. .  H. 
Kaley,  Second  Ward,  Red  Cloud  City;  Joseph 
Garber,  Red  Cloud  Township;  J.  L.  Frame,  Batin; 
Isaac  Fish,  Glenwood;  S.  S.  Wells,  Harmony; 
George  P.  Cather,  Catherton;  E.  H.  Jones,  Ina- 
vale; Samuel  Heaton,  Walnut  Creek;  George  W. 
Hummel  was  chairman. 

Board  of  Supervisors  for  1890:  D.  McCallum, 
Guide  Rock;  W.  H.  Barcus,  Beaver  Creek;  James 
Groves,  Stillwater;  W.  C.  Laird,  Oak  Creek; 
Jotham  Martin,  Potsdam;  L.  D.  Thomas,  Elm 
Creek;  T.  G.  Wilder,  Pleasant  Hill;  G.  E.  Coon, 
Garfield;  G.  W.  Hummel,  Line;  R.  L.  Alyea, 
Red  Cloud;  Samuel  Foe,  First  Ward,  Red  Cloud 
City;  A.  H.  Kaley,  Second  Ward,  Red  Cloud  City; 
J.  L.  Frame,  Batin;  Isaac  Fish,  Glenwood;  S.  S. 
Wells,  Harmony;  G.  T".  Cather,  Catherton;  E. 
H.  Jones,  Inavale;  A.  McCall,  Walnut  Creek;  T. 
G.  Wilder,  chairman. 

County  Clerks:  Thomas  B.  Williams,  1871-73; 
J.  A.  Tulleys,  1874-81;  John  P.  Bayha,  1882-85; 
J.  H.  Bailey,  1886-89;  H.  D.  Ranney,  1890, 
present  incumbent. 

Sheriffs:  Emanuel  Peters,  1871;  James  Cal- 
vert, 1872-73;  H.  G.  Bill,  1874-75;  J.  D.  Post, 
1878-79;    J.    W.    Warren,    1880-85;    Henry    C. 
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Scott,  1886-90;  Charles  A.  Teel,  present  incum- 
bent, elected  in  November,  1889. 

Treasurers:  William  A.  Brice,  1871;  William 
B.  Jackson,  1872-73;  E.  H.  Jones,  1874-81; 
Charles  Buschow,  1882-85;  W.  B.  McNitt,  1886- 
89;  Chris  Fassler,  present  incumbent,  elected  in 
November,  1889. 

County  Judges:  Silas  Garber,  1871-72;  James 
Kirkwood,  1873;  I.  N.  Tulleys.  1874-77;  J.  R 
Wilcox,  1878-79;  C.  W.  Kaley,  1880;  J.  R.  Wil 
cox,  1881-83;  G.  O.  Yeiser,  1884-85;  W.  A.  Mc 
Keighan,  1886-87;  F.  A.  Sweezy,  1888-89;  D.  F 
Trunkey,  present  incumbent,  elected  in  November. 
1889. 

Coroners:  Peter  Head,  1871  73;  L.  F.  Mun 
sell,  1874-75;  W.  J.  Fennimore,  1870-77;  R.  R, 
Sherer,  1878-83;  J.  M.  Mosena,  1884-85;  C, 
Schenck,  present  incumbent,  first  elected  in  No- 
vember, 1885,  has  served  continuously  since. 

Surveyors:  Donald  McCallum,  1871-74;  W. 
E.  Thorn,  1874-79;  W.  H.  Strohm,  1880-81;  C. 
P.  Rinker,  1882-85;  F.  P.  Reed.  1886-87;  W.  E. 
Thorn,  present  incumbent,  has  served  since  1887. 

Superintendent  of  Schools:  Ed  Kellogg,  1871- 
73;*  H.  S.  Kaley,  1874-75;  J.  S.  Gilham,  1876- 
77;  A.  A.  Pope,  1878-81;  Charles  W.  Springer, 
1882-87;  Miss  Eva  J.  King,  present  incumbent, 
first  elected  in  November,  1887. 

Representatives  in  State  Legislature:  Silas 
Garber,  1872-76;  J.  E.  Smith,  1877-80;  H.  S. 
Kaley,  1880,  died  before  close  of  term;  C.  W. 
Kaley,  1882;  H.  D.  Ranney,  1883-84;  D.  P.  New- 
comer, 1885-88;  Isaiah  B.  Hampton,  present  in- 
cumbent, elected  in  November,  1888. 

John  S.  Hoover,  of  Blue  Hill,  is  the  present 
State  Senator,  and  Gilbert  L.  Laws,  of  McCook, 
represents  the  district  in  Congress. 

At  this  point  it  may  not  be  out  of  place  to  pre- 
sent a  statement,  showing  the  taxable  valuation  of 
the  property  of  the  county,  and  the  amount  of 
taxes  charged  annually,  beginning  with  the  year 
1881  for  valuations,  and,  with  the  year  1883,  for 
taxes  charged  thereon,  j     The  total  taxable  valua- 

*  William  B.  Jiiekson  was  elected  in  April,  1871,  but  failed  to 
qualify. 

t  The  tax  lists  of  the  comity,  prior  to  1883,  show  no  recapitulation 
of  the  taxes  charged. 


tion  of  property  for  1881  was  $1,002,066.59,  and 
for  1882  it  was  $1,059,232.50.  In  1883  the  real 
property  of  the  county  was  assessed  at  $633,470.01 
and  the  personal  property  at  1699.533.35,  a  total 
of  $1,333,009.36,  on  which  the  whole  amount  of 
taxes  charged,  for  all  purposes,  was  180,060.80. 

In  1884  the  real  property  was  assessed  at  $1,- 
236,  064,  the  personal  at  $964,094,  total  $2,200,158, 
and  the  total  taxes  charged  thereon  was  $85,445.39. 

In  1885  real  property  was  assessed  at  $1,372,- 
073,  and  personal  at  $1,143,599;  on  this  total  of 
$2,515,672  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  was  $90,- 
135.03. 

In  1886  the  real  property  assessment  of  $1,449,- 
545,  and  personal  property  of  $1,1)74,273,  made  a 
total  of  $2,523,818,  the  taxes  charged  reaching 
$92,022.54. 

In  1887  the  real  property  was  assessed  at 
$1,363,409,  the  personal  at  $1,104,746;  total, 
$2,468,155,  and  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  was 
$94,036.38. 

In  1888  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  was 
$94,484.60,  on  real  property  assessed  at  $1,344,- 
045,  and  personal  at  $992,259;  total,  $2,336,304. 

In  1889  the  real  property  was  assessed  at 
$1,319,255.  the  personal  at  $962,857;  total, 
$2,282,112,  and  the  amount  of  taxes  charged  was 
$98,365.09. 

By  proper  comparison  of  these  figures  it  will 
be  seen  that  from  1881  to  1889  the  taxable  valua- 
tion of  all  the  property  of  the  county  increased 
from  $1,002,060.59  to  $2,282,112,  an  amount  more 
than  double  in  value.  It  will  also  be  observed  that 
the  assessed  value  of  the  property  advanced  from 
1881  to  1886,  when  it  reached  its  highest  amount, 
that  of  $2,523,818,  and  that  from  that  date  for- 
ward a  decrease  is  noticeable,  until  1889,-  when  it 
was  valued  at  only  $2,282,112.  Does  this  mean 
that  the  county  has  retrograded  and  actually  be- 
come less  valuable?  Certaiuly  not.  The  county 
since  1886  has  prospered,  and  its  property  has  rap 
idly  increased  in  value,  but  the  apparent  decrease, 
as  shown  by  the  figures,  is  owing  to  the  method  of 
assessing  property  for  taxation,  that  is,  the  prop- 
erty since  1886  has  been  annually  assessed  at  a 
lower  and  lower  per  cent  of  its  actual  value.      It 
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has  become  the  custom  of  officers  iu  assessing 
{)ro2ierty,  in  order  to  have  their  county  pay  a  less 
proportion,  or  possibly  to  avoid  paying  a  greater 
proportion  of  the  State  taxes  than  other  counties 
of  the  State,  to  assess  the  property  at  a  very  small 
per  cent  of  its  real  value.  Upon  this  reasoning 
only  can  the  apparent  decrease  of  the  value  of  the 
property  of  "Webster  County  be  accounted  for. 
The  truth  is  the  county  is  rapidly  increasing  in 
property,  although  the  public  records  make  it  ap- 
pear otherwise.  By  closer  reference  to  the  figures, 
it  will  be  seen  that  the  taxes  have  constantly  in- 
creased, and  it  is  fair  to  presume  that  they  have 
not  increased  in  any  greater  proportions,  if  as 
great,  as  the  taxable  property. 

The  financial  condition  of  the  county,  as  shown 
by  the  final  report  of  Treasurer  McNitt,  made 
January  22,  ISUO,  was  as  follows: 

Registered  warrants  unpaid  for  1889,  payable 
out  of  the  general  fund,  12,669.58.  Registered 
warrants  unpaid  for  1887,  payable  out  of  the  jail 
fund,  $500.  Registered  warrants  unpaid  for 
1889,  payable  out  of  the  jail  fund,  $1,400;  total 
unpaid  registered  warrants,  17,569.58.  Since 
making  this  report,  the  most  of  this  amount  has 
been  paid,  so  that  there  is  now  only  a  small  indebt- 
edness outstanding.  The  railroad  bonds,  men- 
tioned elsewhere  in  this  work,  amounting  to  $-17,- 
500,  and  not  due  until  1891,  are  still  outstanding. 
Aside  fi-om  these  bonds,  which  are  only  a  light 
burden,  the  county  is  substantially  out  of  debt. 

On  January  16,  1890,  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  ways  and  means  was  approved  by  the 
board  of  supervisors  of  Webster  County.  The  re- 
port estimated  the  expenses  for  1890  as  follows: 
For  county  superintendent,  $1,200;  court  expenses, 
$3,000;  coal  and  court-house,  $500;  bounty  on  wild 
animals,  $300;  supervisor's  services,  $2,200;  print- 
ing, $400;  assessments,  $2,000;  special  commit- 
tees, $150;  coroner,  $150;  attorney,  $800;  inci- 
dentals, $600;  poorhouseand  county  poor,  $3,000; 
Guide  Rock  bridge  bond,  $8,000;  county  roads, 
$500;  county  insane,  $600;  railroad  bonds,  $10,- 
000;  total  estimated  expenses,  $34,400. 

Webster  thus  far  may  be  said  to  be  almost  ex- 
clusively an  agricultural  and  stock-raising  county. 


Joseph  Garber  broke  the  first  acre  of  land  in  the 
county,  in  the  spring  of  1871,  on  the  place  where 
he  settled,  one  and  a  half  miles  east  of  the  present 
village  of  Guide  Rock.  He  raised  400  bushels  of 
corn  that  year.  Small  crops  were  also  raised  the 
same  season  by  a  few  other  settlers.  This  was  the 
inception  of  the  agriculture  of  the  county.  The 
attention  of  nearly  all  of  the  first  settlers  was  called 
to  this  business,  and  its  subsequent  increase  has 
been  rapid.  The  soil  is  best  adapted  to  the  raising 
of  corn,  next  to  oats  and  barley.  It  is  fairly  well 
suited  to  the  raising  of  spring  wheat,  but  it  can  not 
be  said  to  be  as  productive  in  the  growing  of  this 
graia  as  some  other  localities.  It  is  remarkably 
well  fitted  to  produce  vegetables,  especially  root 
crops,  all  of  which  are  raised  in  great  abundance. 
One  farmer  says  "there  is  no  end  to  them." 
Clover,  timothy  and  blue  grass  thrive  exceedingly 
well,  but  on  account  of  the  great  amount  of  native 
prairie  grass  and  its  nutritious  quality,  the  farmers 
have  not  found  it  necessary  to  engage  in  the  culti- 
vation of  the  tame  grasses  to  any  considerable 
extent. 

In  1889  the  number  of  acres  planted  in  Web- 
ster and  their  total  yield  of  the  various  grains  men- 
tioned [as  per  bulletin  No.  1,  series  1890,  of  the 
State  Board  of  Agriculture]  was  as  follows:  Corn, 
60,000  acres,  yield  3,000,000  bushels;  wheat,  14,- 
000  acres,  yield  210,000  bushels;  oats,  10,000  acres, 
yield  500,000  bushels;  barley,  2,000  acres,  yield 
50, 000  bushels;  rye,  3,000  acres,  yield  60,000  bush- 
els; flax  seed,  1,000  acres,  yield  12,001)  bushels; 
millet  seed,  1,000  acres,  yield  3,000  bushels:  broom 
corn,  1,000  acres,  yield  250  tons;  potatoes,  2,000 
acres,  yield  200,000  bushels.  This  makes  the  yield 
per  acre  of  the  principal  crops  as  follows:  Corn  50, 
wheat  15,  oats  50,  barley  25,  rye  20  and  potatoes 
100  bushels.  According  to  these  figures,  all  of 
which  are  official  and  reliable,  there  are  but  few 
States  that  can  equal  Nebraska  in  agriculture. 

On  accoiint  of  the  Republican  River  and  the 
various  smaller  streams  in  the  coiinty,  the  ease  of 
obtaining  an  abundant  supply  of  water,  the  great 
amount  of  feed,  and  the  dry  and  healthy  climate, 
Webster  County  is  unexcelled  for  stock-raising. 
The  following  figures,  taken  from  the  same  official 
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bulletin  above  referred  to,  show  the  number  of 
animals  assessed  for  taxation  in  Webster  County 
in  the  year  1889:  Horses,  6,959;  cattle,  21,583; 
mules  and  asses,  600;  sheep,  3,650;  hogs,  19,282. 
Some  men  make  a  specialty  of  raising  fine  horses, 
while  others  devote  important  attention  to  large 
herds  of  cattle  and  many  hogs.  The  low  price  of 
wool  keeps  the  farmers  from  entering  exclusively 
upon  the  sheep  industry,  but  for  this  business  no 
country  is  better  adapted. 

But  little  attention  as  yet  has  been  paid  to  hor- 
ticulture. This  has  been  due  to  the  false  impres- 
sion obtained  here  that  the  country  was  not  adapted 
to  fruit- growing,  and  to  the  additional  fact  that  the 
early  settlers  were  generally  too  poor  to  purchase 
trees.  A  few  farmers,  however,  have  tried  the  ex- 
periment and  find  that  hardy  apple- trees  of  the 
varieties  adapted  to  this  climate,  and  the  same  of 
plums,  pears  and  cherries,  when  properly  planted, 
fenced  from  stock,  and  suitably  cared  for,  do  ex- 
ceedingly well.  Peaches  do  not  succeed,  but 
nearly  all  kinds  of  small  fruits  yield  an  abundant 
reward  to  the  husbandman.  "  Roses  have  thorns 
and  silver  fountains  mud,"  and  all  localities  have 
their  advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  advan- 
tages more  completely  overbalance  the  disadvan- 
tages in  Nebraska  than  in  many  other  States.  It 
has  the  advantages  of  a  healthful  climate,  moder- 
ate winters,  with  abundance  of  sunshine,  delight- 
ful summers,  good  roads  at  all  seasons,  abundance 
of  crops  and  many  other  good  things,  in  thinking 
of  which  the  minor  disadvantages  of  high  winds, 
dust,  distance  from  market,  etc.,  are  almost  lost 
sight  of. 

The  Webster  County  Agricultural  Society  was 
organized  in  September,  1878,  with  A.  M.  Talbott, 
president,  and  James  M.  Baldwin  and  James  Le- 
Duc,  vice-presidents.  The  first  exhibition  was 
held  on  October  22  and  23  following,  and  it  was  a 
grand  success.  There  was  a  good  display  of  all 
kinds  of  farm  products,  which  compared  favorably 
in  quality  and  in  the  yield  with  any  other  part  of 
the  State.  For  the  first  few  years  the  fairs  were 
held  in  different  buildings  in  Red  Cloud,  and  then 
the  society  purchased  and  fitted  up  a  "  fair-ground  " 
on  the  school  section  east  of  town,  where  the  ex- 


hibitions were  given  iintil  the  buildings  were  blown 
down  in  the  cyclone  of  1879.  Then,  for  a  time, 
no  exhibitions  were  given.  The  society  sold  its 
old  fair  ground,  and,  on  February  28,  18S5,  it 
purchased  its  present  grounds,  which  consist  of 
twenty-eight  acres,  and  lie  half  a  mile  west  of  the 
city.  These  grounds  are  inclosed  with  a  good 
fence  and  are  fitted  up  with  a  race  track,  a  grand- 
stand, floral  hall  and  judges'  stand,  all  in  good 
style. 

The  courts  of  the  county  consist  of  the  board  of 
supervisors,  of  which  full  mention  has  been  made, 
the  county  court,  and  the  district  court.  The 
county  court  was  established  under  the  name  of 
probate  coiirt,  November  16,  1871,  and  continued 
under  that  name  until  1875,  when  it  was  changed 
to  the  present  name.  For  the  judges  of  this  court 
see  "County  Officers." 

The  first  term  of  the  district  court,  in  Webster 
County,  was  held  June  6,  1873,  with  Judge  Daniel 
Gantt  presiding;  A.  J.  Weaver  was  the  district 
attorney.  The  county  then  belonged  to  the  First 
judicial  district;  it  now  belongs  to  the  Eighth. 
Judge  Gantt  continued  in  office  until  1876,  when 
he  was  succeeded  l)y  Judge  William  Gastin,  the 
present  incumbent,  who  has  held  the  office  ever 
since. 

The  first  attempt  at  a  legal  trial  was  that  of  a 
man  named  King,  who  was  arrested  and  brought 
before  the  county  commissioners  for  trial  on  the 
charge  of  selling  liquor  without  a  license.  The 
matter  was  commenced  in  earnest,  but  the  commis 
sioners  soon  found  they  had  no  authority  to  try  the 
case,  and  the  matter  was  dropped. 

The  first  real  law  suit  in  the  county  was  in  the 
spring  of  1872,  and  was  a  suit  for  debt,  Rutlier- 
ford  vs.  Fennimore.  The  trial  was  before  Justice 
of  the  Peace  Penney,  at  his  home  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river,  opposite  Red  Cloud.  The  attorneys 
were  Hon.  H.  S.  Kaley  for  the  plaintiff,  and  J.  R. 
Wilcox  for  the  defendant.  Wilcox's  client  was 
beaten,  and  he  being  an  energetic  young  man,  just 
starting  out  in  his  profession,  started  for  Red  Cloud 
at  once  to  appeal  the  case  to  the  district  court.  It 
was  cold  weather,  in  early  spring,  and  the  river  was 
flooded,  but  he  had  no  way  to  cross  but  to  swim. 
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and  swim  be  did,  though  be  became  so  numb  that 
it  was  with  difficulty  ho  reached  the  shore.  Besides 
it  was  a  very  dark  night,  and,  stupitied  with  cold, 
he  lost  his  way,  and  came  near  perishing  before  he 
reached  the  dug-out  where  he  and  Silas  Garber 
lived  and  did  their  own  housekeeping. 

The  tirst  grand  jury  empaneled  at  the  first 
term  of  the  district  court  was  composed  of  the 
following  gentlemen:  J.  L.  Columbia,  Edward 
Smith,  Columbia  Harris,  L.  S.  Miller,  A.  T.  Reed, 
E.  O.  Doyle,  M.  C.  Sherman,  J.  J.  Haskins,  Thomas 
Kennedy,  C.  C.  Coon,  J.  P.  Earl,  Osborn  Ayers,  F. 
P.  Reed,  James  Kirkwood,  George  B.  Lea  and  M. 

C.  Maxwell. 

The  first  trial  in  this  court  was  that  of  Thomas 
B.  Williams  (the  first  county  clerk)  vs.  Mary  E. 
Williams,  for  divorce,  when  a  decree  of  divorce 
was  granted  to  the  plaintiff.  The  second  case  was 
that  of  Noah  Perry  vs.  Elizabeth  Perry,  for  divorce; 
decree  granted  the  plaintiff.  This  gave  the  divorce 
business  a  good  start.  Then  came  appeals  from 
lower  courts.  The  first  indictment  was  found 
against  William  Fennimore,  for  selling  liquor 
without  license.  He  plead  guilty,  and  was  fined 
145  and  costs. 

The  local  bar  of  Webster  County  consists  of  the 
following-named  attorneys:  A.  C.  Case,  James 
McNewy,  G.  R.  Chaney,  D.  S.  Coombs,  J.  R. 
Wilcox,  G.  W.  Barker,  J.  S.  Gilham,  F.  R.  Gump, 
J.  L.  Kaley,  C.  W^  Kaley,  W.  G.  Smith,  D.  F. 
Triinkey,  J.  Porter,  Jr.,  and  J.  A.  Tulleys,  of  Red 
Cloud;  A.  M.  Walters,  P.  A.  Wells,  F.  A.  Sweezy, 

D.  P.  Newcomer  and  A.  D.  Ranney,  of  Blue  Hill; 
J.  M.  Chaffin,  of  Guide  Rock,  and  H.  L.  Hopkins, 
of  Cowles. 

The  tirst  homicide  in  the  county  was  the  killing 
of  William  Hicks,  on  Ash  Creek,  by  Richard  Bow- 
bier  on  July  4,  1871,  of  which  mention  has  already 
been  made.  Bowbier  was  arrested  and  taken  to 
Beatrice,  where  he  was  afterward  tried  and  ac- 
quitted on  the  ground  of  self-defense. 

In  the  spring  of  1884,  William  O.  Cox  killed  a 


man  by  the  name  of  Tobin,  at  Blue  Hill,  with  a 
billiard  cue.  Tobin  lived  a  few  days  after  receiv- 
ing the  injury.  Cox  was  arrested  and  brought  to 
Red  Cloud,  where  he  waved  a  preliminary  trial, 
and  was  then  taken  to  Lincoln  for  safe  keeping. 
He  was  brought  back  and  tried  at  the  next  term  of 
court,  was  found  guilty  of  manslaughter  and  was 
sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  five  years. 

On  November  1,  1884,  Joseph  Cook,  who 
was  working  for  Leonard  Rahl,  a  farmer,  liv- 
ing two  miles  southwest  of  Blue  Hill,  killed  the 
latter.  Cook  was  afterward  captured  by  Sheriff 
J.  W.  Warren,  at  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  and  brought 
back  to  Blue  Hill,  where  he  had  a  preliminary  trial 
and  was  bound  over  to  court.  After  the  trial  and 
rendering  of  the  decision,  a  mob  of  lynchers  took 
the  prisoner  from  the  sheriff,  and  conveyed  him  to 
a  {""oint  about  a  mile  north  of  the  town  and  there 
hung  him  to  a  windmill,  and  then  dispersed,  think- 
ing they  had  killed  him.  As  soon  as  permitted, 
the  sheriff  cut  his  prisoner  down  and  carried  him 
back  to  Blue  Hill  where  the  doctors  examined  him 
and  found  the  neck  not  broken,  and  life  not  wholly 
extinct.  They  at  once  set  to  work  and  succeeded 
in  reviving  him.  He  was  then  taken  to  Red 
Cloud,  where  he  was  kept  until  he  was  able  for 
further  removal,  and  was  then  taken  to  Lincoln 
for  safe  keeping.  At  the  next  term  of  court  he 
was  brought  back,  and  tried  and  was  found  guilty 
of  murder  in  the  second  degree,  and  received  a 
sentence  in  the  penitentiary  for  and  during  his 
natural  life. 

In  August,  1888,  William  Cole,  a  drunken 
desperado,  fired  five  shots  from  his  revolver  across 
the  street  in  Guide  Rock  into  a  crowd  of  men, 
and  wounded  Charles  Grant  and  William  Mont- 
gomery— both  of  whom  recovered.  This  happened 
on  Friday  night.  Cole  was  arrested  and  confined 
in  the  village  prison,  and  on  Sunday  night  he  was 
taken  therefi-om  by  a  mob  of  lynchers  and  was 
hung  by  them,  until  he  was  dead,  at  the  first  rail- 
road bridge  east  of  town. 
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CHAPTER  XXY. 


Red  Cloud,  the  County  Seat— Historical  Review— Location  and  Name- Existence  in  1870— Commercial  and 
Professional  Interests— Development— Additions— Cyclone— Permanent  Improvements— Incor- 
poration—Present   Business — Evidences  of  the   City's  Spirit- Newspaper  Press — 
Secret   and    Bknevolent   Associations— Firemen's   Tournament. 


The  land  was  beautiful 
Fair  rose  the  sp 


aud  gay  the  buildings  v/eie.—Mutii 


^ED  CLOUD,  the  county  seat  of 
Webster  County,  is  situated  a 
^^  mile  north  of  the  Republican 
River  on  the  Burlington  & 
.Missouri  River  Railroad  in 
Nebraska.  It  is  six  miles 
from  the  southern  boundary 
of  the  county,  thirteen  from  the  eastern, 
and  eleven  from  the  western.  The  lo- 
cation is  a  very  pleasant  one  on  a  natu- 
ral terrace,  sloping  gradually  toward  the 
river,  and  the  city  is  about  midway  be- 
tween the  river  and  the  bluffs  that 
ascend  to  the  upland  prairies  on  the 
north.  The  average  elevation  of  the 
town  site  is  at  least  thirty  feet  above  the  river.  It 
derives  its  name  from  the  famous  Sioux  chief.  Red 
Cloud,  who,  prior  to  the  settlement  by  the  white 
people,  held  his  war  councils  on  what  is  now  the 
town  site. 

The  history  of  Red  Cloud  begins  with  the  set- 
tlement of  Capt.  Silas  Garber,  and  others,  in  1870. 
The  site  of  the  town  was  entered  under  the  home- 
stead laws  July  17,  1870.  In  August  a  stockade 
was  built,  that  the  settlers  might  protect  them- 
selves against  the  Indians.  Among  the  lirst  set- 
tlers were  ex- Gov.  Silas  Garber,  Dr.  Peter  Head, 
Albert  Lathrop,  George  M.   Taylor,  W.   E.    Jack- 


son, James  Calvert,  Dr.  T.  B.  Williams,  Wheeler 
Wicks,  A.  H.  Boat,  D.  Hefflebower,  Ed  and  John 
Parkes  and  L.  F.  Munsell.  The  first  white  women 
in  the  settlement  were  Mrs.  W.  E.  Jacksori  and 
Mrs.  James  Calvert,  who  arrived  with  their  hus 
bands  on  August  9,  1870. 

After  the  stockade,  the  first  building  was  by 
Silas  Garber,  and  constructed  by  digging  a  hole  in 
the  ground,  then  laying  a  few  logs  around  the 
banks,  and  putting  on  a  dirt  roof.  This  dug  out 
became  of  historic  importance.  Mr.  Garber  was 
a  widower,  and  lived  there  alone,  doing  his  own 
cooking.  Whenever  public  meetings  were  to  be 
held,  that  was  the  place  selected.  The  first  county 
election  was  held  in  this  humble  habitation,  and 
the  organization  of  the  county  took  place  therein. 
Early  in  the  .spring  of  1871,  George  M.  Taylor 
built  a  log  house,  and  opened  a  hotel  there. 

The  first  store  in  Red  Cloud  was  opened  in  the 
spring  of  1871,  by  Smith  Brothers,  and  in  a  short 
time  sold  to  Fennimore  &  Penney,  who  sold  to  Silas 
Garber  in  November,  1871.  The  first  physicians 
were  T.  B.  Williams  and  Peter  Head,  who  wore 
among  the  settlers  of  1870.  The  first  school  was 
taught  by  Miss  Fannie  Barber,  now  Mrs.  Edward 
McCune.  The  term  of  school  began  June  3,  1871, 
and  the  wages  paid  were  $12  per  month.  The 
first  child   born   was  Francis,  daughter  of  G.    M. 
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and  Carrie  Taylor,  iu  tbe  year  1871.  The  first 
attorney  to  locate  in  the  new  town  was  J.  E.  Will- 
cox,  from  Brownville,  Neb.,  who  settled  iu  July, 
1871.  He  was  soon  followed  by  H.  S.  Kaley.  In 
the  fall  of  1871  David  Lutz  started  a  drug  store. 
In  March,  1872,  the  first  blacksmith  shop  was 
started  in  Red  Cloud  by  Ira  Sleeper,  who  removed 
from  his  homestead  about  a  mile  east  of  town, 
where  he  had  a  small  shop  for  about  a  year  before. 

In  the  spring  of  1872  Silas  Garber  built  a 
stone  store  building,  and  in  the  summer  of  that 
year  J.  Q.  and  J.  Potter  erected  a  sawmill  in 
the  soxith  part  of  the  town.  In  November  of  the 
same  year  John  Partes  built  a  small  shoe  shop  and 
commenced  work  therein.  The  original  town  site 
of  Red  Cloud  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  in  Octo- 
ber, 1872,  by  the  county  surveyor,  Richard  Mc- 
Callum.  It  embraced  the  following  described  tract 
of  land:  Beginniug  at  the  corner  of  Sections  1  and 
2  and  35  and  36,  on  the  line  between  Townships  1 
and  2  north,  in  Range  11  west;  thence  north  1,650 
feet;  thence  west  1,305  feet;  thence  south  2,790 
feet;  thence  east  1,657 J  feet,  to  a  corner;  thence 
north  1, 140  feet,  to  a  corner  on  the  town  line;  thence 
west  852  feet,  to  the  place  of  beginning.  All 
blocks,  except  fractional  ones  on  the  north  and 
east  sides,  were  made  300  feet  square,  and  all 
streets,  except  the  outside  ones,  on  the  south  and. 
west  sides,  were  made  eighty  feet  wide. 

Williams'  addition  was  laid  out  by  Dr.  T.  B. 
Williams,  in  November,  1873.  Since  then,  from 
time  to  time,  the  additions  of  Richardson,  Smith 
&  Moore,  Le  Due,  Kaley  &  Jackson  Garber,  Moore, 
Radcliff,  Jackson,  Railroad  Company,  Case  &  Mc- 
Newy,  Garber' s  second,  Lutz,  Yeiser,  Fairview, 
Highland  &  Welch  have  been  laid  out,  thus 
making  it  a  much  larger  town  on  paper  than  on 
the  ground.  There  is,  however,  plenty  of  time 
yet  for  the  town  to  grow  and  cover  all  the  ground 
surveyed  and  platted. 

The  above  comprises  nearly  all  the  improve- 
ments made  in  1872.  The  next  year,  however, 
the  town  began  to  grow  quite  rapidly,  and  con- 
tinued to  progress  until  the  summer  of  1874,  when 
the  grasshoppers  came. 

In  July,  1873,  W.  L.  Van  Alstyne,  of  Juinata. 


established  a  branch  lumber  yard  at  Red  Cloud, 
under  the  management  of  Barney  E.  Swift.  '  In 
1874  there  were  two  hotels  in  the  town — the  Val- 
ley House,  by  Joseph  C.  Warner,  and  the  La- 
clede House,  by  William  Morgan,  both  of  which 
were  opened  in  1873 — the  latter  succeeding  the 
log  hotel  of  George  M.   Taylor. 

The  first  bridge  in  Webster  County  across  the 
Republican  River  was  constrircted  at  Red  Cloud, 
and  completed  in  the  fall  of  1873,  by  Messrs. 
Baker,  Matteny  &  Co.,  at  a  cost  of  $7,800.  In 
March,  1874,  four  spans  of  this  bridge  were  washed 
away  by  floating  ice.  A  ferry  was  then  established 
l)y  the  board  of  county  commissioners,  for  use 
until  the  bridge  could  be  repaired,  to  be  free  for 
the  use  of  the  people  from  8  o'clock  a.  m.  to  sun- 
down, excepting  on  Sundays.  On  Sundays  and 
after  sundown,  on  all  days,  a  fee  of  50  cents  was 
charged  for  a  team  and  wagon,  and  10  cents  for  a 
footman. 

There  were  no  church  edifices  in  Red  Cloud  iu 
1874.  but  regular  services  were  held  in  the  town 
by  the  Methodists  and  Baptists. 

During  the  fall  of  1874  and  the  year  1875,  bus- 
iness was  dull,  and  the  town  grew  but  very  little; 
but  during  the  year  1876  there  was  an  increased 
immigration  to  the  county,  and  Red  Cloud  began 
again  to  improve,  and  steadily  progressed  until  the 
year  1878,  when  the  prospects  for  an  early  comple- 
tion of  the  line  of  railroad  brought  settlers  to  this 
point  in  large  numbers.  During  the  years  1878 
and  1879  there  was  a  grand  rush  of  business  and 
professional  men  and  mechanics  here.  So  fast  did 
the  town  settle  during  those  two  years,  that  the  pop- 
ulation numbered  over  600. 

The  general  storm  of  1875,  which  did  some 
damage  in  Red  Cloud,  is  described  elsewhere  in 
this  work,  but  the  great  storm  that  especially  vis- 
ited the  city  was  that  of  1879,  one  more  in  the  na 
ture  of  a  cyclone.  About  7  o'clock,  on  the  evening 
of  June  10,  a  heavy  black  cloud  was  seen  in  the 
west.  Steadily  approaching,  it  assumed  a  terrible 
aspect,  rolling  and  tumbling  in  its  progress.  About 
S  o'clock  the  storm  burst  upon  Red  Cloud,  and 
lasted  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour.  The  rain 
fell  ill  torrents,  and  the  wind  blew  a  hurricane,  ed- 
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dying  and  whirling  about,  blowing  down  some 
buildings  and  unrooting  others.  A  great  many 
people  were  blown  and  tumbled  about  until  quite 
badly  bruised,  while  about  twenty  received  severe 
and  dangerous  injuries.  Many  buildings  were 
leveled  to  the  groiuid,  and  the  only  way  their  occu- 
pants were  saved  was  by  tiying  to  their  cellars. 
The  damages  amounted  to  many  thousands  of  dol- 
lars. The  Methodist  Church  was  blown  dovra; 
Mrs.  Briggs'  house  blown  away;  Joseph  Warner's 
livery  stable  torn  to  pieces;  the  Red  Cloud  Hotel 
unroofed;  the  front  of  Sherer's  store  blown  out; 
the  front  of  Putnam's  store  blown  out  and  the 
building  wrecked;  the  front  and  roof  torn  from  the 
jewelry  and  clothing  store;  the  Boys'  Home  livery 
barn  unroofed;  the  windows  broken  from  the  Argus 
office;  the  front  of  J.  G.  Potter's  store  torn  out; 
Mr.  Gibbs'  house  blown  away;  Smith's  carpenter 
shop  ruined;  C.  W.  Springer's  house  demolished; 
the  Chief  office  badly  racked  and  several  huuih'ed 
pounds  of  type  pied;  the  roof  torn  from  Mr.  Min- 
er's residence;  Sherer's  house  blown  from  the 
foundation;  Mr.  Smith's  house  ruined;  Reed's  fur- 
niture store  badly  damaged;  Sleeper's  paint  shop 
blown  down;  portions  of  the  roof  of  the  Boys' 
Home  Hotel  and  Carr's  billiard  hall  torn  off;  Beek- 
man's  and  Jackson's  houses  badly  blown  around; 
Perin's  house  blown  from  foundation;  Joseph  Gar- 
ber's  bouse  badly  damaged;  the  front  of  McFar- 
land's  store  torn  out;  the  plow  factory  torn  down; 
Dr.  Tulleys'  house  and  granaries  badly  blown 
around;  Mr.  Crook's  house  carried  away;  the  livery 
stable  and  a  number  of  buildings  around  the  depot 
blown  away.  In  addition,  many  smaller  buiklings 
in  the  town  were  overturned  or  demolished,  and 
nearly  all  the  chimneys  blown  down. 

In  September  of  the  same  year  the  post-office  at 
Red  Cloud  was  burglarized,  the  safe  opened  and 
about  $500  in  money  and  some  registered  letters 
stolen.  Some  of  the  tools  with  which  the  burglars 
did  their  work  were  taken  from  Mr.  Hampton's 
blacksmith  shop. 

The  first  brick  business  houses  in  Red  Cloud 
were  erected  in  1883.  These  wei-e  the  Miner  Block, 
on  the  northwest  comer  of  Webster  Street  and 
Third  Avenue,  and  the  block  on  the  corner  south  of 


the  Opera  House.  Prior  to  that  time  Red  Cloud 
was  a  wooden  town.  The  Opera  House  Block  was 
put  up  in  1885.  Other  brick  buildings  have  been 
erected  since  1883,  so  that  at  this  writing,  April, 
1890,  the  several  brick  blocks  combined  contain  25 
business  fronts,  three  of  them  being  occupied  by 
banks,  one  by  the  post-office,  and  the  others  mostly 
with  stores.  There  are  a  few  brick  residences, 
the  great  majority  of  dwellings  being  constructed 
of  wood.  The  brick  blocks  are  two-story  build 
ings;  the  residences  are  from  one  to  two  stories  in 
height,  and  many  of  them  are  constructed  with 
modern  architectural  taste. 

On  August  9,  1878,  the  board  of  commission- 
ers, upon  petition  of  citizens  of  Red  Cloud,  de 
clared  the  town  incorporated  within  the  following 
metes  and  bounds: 

Commencing  at  the  northeast  corner  of  Smith  & 
Moore's  Addition  to  said  town  of  Red  Cloud;  thence  run- 
ning south  along  the  east  line  of  said  addition  to  the 
southeast  corner  thereof;  thence  went  to  the  east  line  of 
Richardson's  Addition  to  said  town;  thence  south  along 
the  east  line  of  said  addition  to  the  southeast  corner 
thereof;  thence  west  along  the  south  line  of  said  Rich- 
ardson's Addilion  to  the  west  line  of  Williams'  Addition 
to  said  town;  thence  south  along  said  east  line  to  the 
northeast  coiner  of  Block  32  in  Red  Cloud;  thence  along 
the  east  line  of  Red  Cloud  to  the  southeast  corner  there 
of;  thence  west  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Garber's  Addi- 
tion; thence  south  along  the  east  line  to  the  southeast 
corner  thereof;  thence  west  along  the  south  line  to  the 
southwest  corner  thereof;  thence  north  along  the  west 
line  of  said  Garber's  Addition  and  the  west  line  of  Red 
Cloud  to  the  south  hue  of  Le Due's  Addition;  thence  west 
along  the  south  line  of  said  addition  to  the  southwest 
corner  thereof;  thence  norlh  jilong  the  west  line  of  said 
addition  to  the  northwest  corner  thereof;  thence  east 
along  the  north  line  to  the  west  line  of  Smith  &  Moore's 
Addition;  thence  north  along  said  west  line  to  the  north- 
west corner  of  said  Smith  &  Moore's  Addilion;  thence 
east  along  the  north  line  of  Smith  &  Moore's  Addition  to 
the  place  of  beginning. 

The  following  persons  were  then  appointed 
trustees  of  the  town  thus  incorporated,  viz. :  J.  L. 
Miller,  John  G.  Potter,  James  Calvert,  I.  B.  Hamp- 
ton and  W.  N.  Richardson. 

Red  Cloud  is  now  incorporated  as  a  city,  and 
A.  S.  Marsh  is  mayor,  T.  J.  Ward  clerk,  Henry 
Cook,  treasurer,  and  G.  A.  Miller,  marshal. 

The  business  of  Red  Cloud  consists  of  the  fol- 


lowing:  Banks — Red  Cloud  National,  Farmers' 
and  Merchants',  First  National;  hotels — Holland 
House,  Valley  House,  Gardner  House,  Fourth  Ave- 
nue Hotel;  dry  goods — S.  F.  Spokesfield,  Charles 
Schaffnit.  R.  M.  Martin  &  Son.  Fred  Newhouse,  J. 
J.  Ducker;  groceries — B.  F.  Mizer,  E.  McFarlaud, 
Perkins  &  Mitchell,  Hacker  &  Parker;  drugs  — 
Henry  Cook,  C.  L.  Cotting,  L.  H.  Deyo;  general 
store— Miner  Bros. ;  hardware  —Adam  Morehart, 
Perkins  &  Potter,  G.  H.  Whitson;  furniture— W. 
L.  Haines,  J.  W.  Warren,  F.  V.  Taylor;  clothing 
— Charles  Weiner,  McNitt&Galusha;  millinery — 
Mrs.  Spokestield,  Mrs.  B.  M.  Young,  Mrs.  Mc- 
Bride;  harness— J.  L.  Miller.  J.  O.  Butler  &  Co., 
Mr.  McMilleti;  flour,  feed,  etc. — Dickerson  &  Con- 
over.  O.  Patmore;  livery — Will  Emigh,  J.  C.  Hol- 
comb,  Macavoy  &  Co.,  Gilbert  Brothers,  F.  N. 
Richardson;  loan  and  real -estate  offices— M.  R. 
Bentley,  Charles  F.  Gather.  D.  B.  Spanogle,  D.  M. 
Piatt,  George  O.  Yeiser  &  Co. ;  boots  and  shoes — 
William  Parkes,  E.  McFarland.  Warner  &  Wolf- 
anger,  A.  Koch;  fair  store — Mr.  Murray;  marble 
works — A.  H.  Brown;  merchant  tailor — Mr.  Fritz- 
birkner;  lumber  and  coal — R.  A.  Handy,  Piatt  & 
Frees  Company,  Traders'  Lumber  Company;  agri- 
cultural implements — H.  C.  Scott,  Pope  Brothers, 
A.  L.  Funk,  G.  W.  Dow;  baggies  and  wagons — C. 
W.  Winfrey,  G.  W.  Dow;  jewelry— L.  M.  Vance, 
S.  M.  Seal;  restaurants— J.  H.  Stahl  &  Co.,  J. 
Herbuger,  Lindley;  insurance — Gulliford  &  Co., 
George  O.  Yeiser  &  Co. ;  title  abstracts— Bailey  & 
Crone;  meat  markets — George  Lindsey,  J.  A.  Mc- 
Arthur;  photograph  gallery — F.  Bradbrook;  post- 
ofBce  — G.  W.  Warren;  physicians- J.  W.  Moran- 
ville,  G.   E.  McKeeby,   L.  D.  Denney,  I.  VV.  Tul- 

leys,  Dameral;    dentists — H.  A.  Baird,  J.  S. 

Emigh;  loan  and  real-estate  brokers — T.  J.  Ward, 
Charles  H.  Potter,  James  Graves. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  town  contains 
a  billiard  hall,  three  blacksmith  and  two  paint 
shops,  two  laundries,  two  drinking  saloons,  two 
barber  shops,  a  candy  manufactory,  a  cigar  manu- 
factory, a  sewiag  machine  agency,  a  cider-mill  and 
vinegar  manufactory,  a  pump  and  wind  mill  shop, 
an  eating  house  and  two  hotels  at  the  railroad 
depot,  three  fruit-tree  nurseries  in  the  suburbs,  and 


various  other  industries.  W.  N.  Richardson  and 
Gus  Roats  are  extensive  feeders  and  shippers  of 
live  stock.  The  railroad  buildings  consist  of  a 
passenger  and  freight  depot,  a  one  fourth  round 
house  with  fifteen  stalls,  atid  an  eating  house. 
Anthony  Sbafer  keeps  the  City  Gardens.  David 
Kessler  and  Robert  Cochrane  are  contractors  and 
builders.  Jesse  Ross  and  J.  T.  Jessen  are  masons 
and  plasterers.  Frank  Miller  and  Downs  &  Pegg 
are  well  borers.  A.  N.  Patmore,  John  Wilhelmsen 
and  Isaac  Meyers  have  dairy  farms  in  the  Immedi- 
ate vicinity  of  the  town.  The  Sherwood  Milling 
Company  have  extensive  flouring  mills  two  miles 
southwest  of  the  town,  on  the  Republican  River. 
The  electric  plant  lights  the  city  by  electricity. 

The  city  is  supplied  with  water  by  the  Holyoke 
system,  with  a  powerful  engine,  having  a  Holyoke 
pump  throwing  at  full  capacity  sixteen  gallons  of 
water  at  each  stroke,  and  when  run  at  its  highest 
speed  making  thirty-live  strokes  per  minute.  The 
stand-pipe  standing  on  a  high  elevation  is  twelve 
feet  in  diameter  and  seventy  feet  high.  Eight 
miles  of  water  mains  are  laid  through  the  city. 
Plugs  and  hydrants  are  at  all  the  principal  street 
corners.  The  water  taken  from  the  creek  is  taken 
through  a  fifteen-inch  tiling,  400  feet  from  the 
pump  house;  thevrater  is  received  through  a  filter 
into  a  large  reservoir;  from  there  it  is  re-filtered 
into  a  large  well,  twenty-five  feet  in  diameter, 
30  feet  deep;  fiom  there  it  is  pumped  into  the 
stand  pipe.  The  pressure  of  the  mains  has  shown 
a  force  of  100  pounds  to  the  inch,  and  will  throw 
a  stream,  as  per  test,  to  an  elevation  of  125  feet. 

The  fire  department  consists  of  a  hook  and  lad- 
der and  hose  cart  companies. 

The  Red  Cloud  Chief  was  established  in  July. 
1873,  byC.  L.  Mather,  who  continued  its  publica- 
tion until  July  1,  1875,  when  he  sold  to  M.  War- 
ner, the  latter  issuing  it  until  October  19,  1876. 
M.  L.  Thomas  then  became  owner,  and  aftei'  pub- 
lishing it  until  November,  1877,  he  sold  to 
Borin  and  Springer,  but  bought  it  back  again  on 
February  18,  1879,  and  attended  to  its  publication 
(with  the  exception  of  about  eight  months  when  it 
was  in  the  possession  of  David  Lutz)  until  Sep- 
tember   25,   1883.      A.    C.    Hosmer,     the   present 
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editor  and  proprietor,  then  assumed  charge,  and 
has  since  issued  it  with  signal  success.  This  jour- 
nal has  always  been,  as  it  now  is,  a  stanch 
Republican  paper,  devoted  not  only  to  its  party, 
but  faithfully  representing  the  interests  of  the  com- 
munity which  contribiites  so  liberally  to  its  sup- 
port. It  is  the  pioneer  publication  in  the  Repub- 
lican Valley  in  Nebraska. 

The  Webster  County  Argus  was  established  in 
August,  1878,  by  A.  J.  Kenney,  and  published  by 
him  until  August  28,  1SS3,  when  he  sold  to  the 
present  proprietor,  Mr.  George  J.  Warren.  He 
still  continues  its  publication.  This  substantial 
and  well-edited  sheet  is  a  six-column  quarto,  and 
politically  has  ever  advocated  Republican  princi- 
ples, with  a  care  and  fidelity  which  have  con- 
tributed largely  to  its  permanent  reputation. 

The  Helmet,  a  Democratic  paper,  was  estab- 
lished in  1884  by  W.  N.  King,  who  afterward  sold 
to  Grant  S.  Ludlow;  he  published  it  until  1888, 
then  he  disposed  of  his  interests  to  G.  M.  Plumb. 
In  November  of  that  year  it  was  changed  from  a 
Democratic  to  a  Prohibition  sheet,  and  was  pub- 
lished as  such  until  November,  1889. 

The  Red  Cloud  Democrat  was  established  in 
November,  1888,  by  T.  J.  Ward,  who  published  it 
until  June,  1889,  when  D.  J.  Myers  assumed  con- 
trol. Soon  after  Myers  sold  an  interest  to  his 
present  partner,  Mr.  Skeen.  In  November,  1889, 
Skeen  &  Myers  bought  The  Helmet  and  merged  it 
into  the  Democrat.  This  firm  continues  the  pub- 
lication of  The  Red  Cloud  Democrat,  which  is  a 
neatly  printed,  reliable  six  column  quarto,  advocat- 
ing, as  its  name  indicates.  Democratic  principles. 

The  Red  Cloud  Republican  was  established 
September  14,  1888,  by  the  Red  Cloud  Publishing 
Company,  with  M.  xi.  Metzger  as  editor.  The 
latter  continued  to  occupy  this  position  for  a  time, 
and  then  Dr.  G.  E.  McKeeby,  the  present  editor,  a 
man  of  recognized  worth  and  influence,  and  an 
able  writer,  took  charge  of  the  paper.  This  is  also 
a  six-column  quarto,  presents  an  attractive  appear- 
ance, and  finds  a  warm  welcome  in  the  many  homes 
which  it  enters.  It  is  Republican  in  politics. 
The  Daily  Reiiubliean,  published  from  the  same 
office,  was  started  December  2,  1889. 


The  Webster  County  Alliance  was  established 
April  24,  1890,  by  F.  P.  Shields,  its  present  editor 
and  proprietor.  It  is  a  seven -column  folio,  and 
labors  for  the  Democratic  party  and  the  Farmers' 
Alliance. 

Charity  Lodge  No.  53,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  was 
organized  under  dispensation  from  the  Grand 
Lodge,  March  6,  1874,  and  received  a  charter 
dated  September  25,  1874.  The  charter  members 
were  James  A.  Tulleys,  Silas  Garber,  Edmund  B. 
Smith,  Henry  S.  Kaley,  Barnabas  E.  Swift,  Jr., 
Isaiah  B.  Hampton,  James  Calvert,  William  W. 
Brewer,  Andrew  M.  Talbot,  James  B.  Chapin, 
George  AV.  Knight,  Ezra  H.  Jones,  Martin  Pujaka, 
Peter  McNitt,  John  Slusser,  Charles  Reilley,  Cassius 
L.  Mather  and  Robert  L.  McCune.  The  first 
officers  under  the  charter  were  James  A.  Tulleys, 
W.  M. ;  Edmund  B.  Smith,  S.  W. ;  Barnabas  E. 
Swift,  J.  W.;  Peter  McNitt,  treasurer;  E.  H. 
Jones,  secretary;  H.  S.  Kaley,  S.  D. ;  James  Cal- 
vert, J.  D.,  and  Martin  Pupka,  tyler. 

The  principal  officers  elected  December  18, 
1874,  for  the  ensuing  year  were  J.  A.  Tulleys, 
W.  M.;  G.  W.  Knight,  S.  W.,  and  A.  M.  Talbot, 
J.  W.  Tulleys  and  Knight  were  re-elected  to  the 
same  offices  on  December  10,  1875,  and  I.  B. 
Hampton  was  elected  junior  warden.  On  De- 
cember 1,  1876,  Isaiah  B.  Hampton  was  elected 
W.  M.,  H.  S.  Kaley,  S.  W.,  and  G.  W.  Ball,  J. 
W.  On  December  14,  1877,  J.  A.  Tulleys  was 
elected  W.  M.,  James  Calvert,  S.  W.  and  C.  W. 
Kaley,  J.  W.  At  this  time  J.  A.  Tulleys  was 
junior  warden  of  the  Grand  Lodge  of  the  State, 
so  I.  B.  Hampton  served  as  W.  M.  the  ensuing 
year.  On  December  6,  1878,  James  Calvert  was 
elected  W.  M.,  R.  L.  Truker,  S.  W.  and  J. 
L.  Miller,  J.  W.  On  December  26,  1879,  R. 
L.  Truker  was  elected  W.  M. :  J.  L.  Miller,  8. 
W.,  and  John  R.  Wilcox,  J.  W.  On  December 
10,  1880,  J.  L.  Miller  was  elected  W.  M. ;  George 
W.  Ball,  S.  W.,  and  R.  D.  Jones.  J.  W.  Decem- 
ber 2,  1881,  R.  B.  Fulton  was  elected  W.  M. ; 
R.  D.  Jones,  S.  W.,  and  M.  B.  McNitt,  J.  W. 
December  22,  1882,  R.  D.  Jones  was  elected  A\'. 
M.;  M.  B.  McNitt,  S.  W.,  and  W.  H.  Strohm,  J. 
W.      The  time  for  election  now  being  changed  to 
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earlier  in  the  year,  on  August  19,  1883,  M.  B. 
McNittwas  elected  W.  M. ;  W.  H.  Strohm,  S.  W., 
and  J  R.  Wilcox.  J.  W.  On  June  6,  1884,  W. 
H.  Strohm  was  elected  W.  M. ;  J.  R.  Wilcox,  S. 
W.,  and  William  Letson.  J.  W.  May  22,  1885,  J. 
R.  Wilcox  was  elected  W.  M. :  A.  L.  Funk,  S.  \V., 
and  R.  M.  Cochran,  J.  W.  Juae  11,  1880,  these 
officers  were  all  re  elected.  June  3,  1887,  R.  M. 
Cochran  was  elected  W.  M. ;  L.  H.  Wallace,  S.  W., 
and  William  Buckbee,  J.  W.  May  25,  1888,  R. 
M.  Cochran  was  elected  W.  M. ;  E.  F.  Highland, 
S.  W.,  and  C.  W.  Bronsou,  J.  W.  June  7,  1889, 
the  officers  now  serving  were  elected  as  follows: 
M.  B.  McNitt,  W.  M.;  C.  W.  Bronson.  S.  W.,  and 
H.  W.  Brewer,  J.  W.  This  lodge  is  well  sustained, 
the  number  of  members  at  this  writing  being 
eighty- nine.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  charter 
members  and  nearly  all  the  officers  named  were 
among  the  most  prominent  early  settlers  of  the 
county. 

Red  Cloud  Lodge  No.  60,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was 
organized  and  the  following  officers  elected  Decem- 
ber 19,  1885:  A.  C.  Hosmer,  P.  M.  W. ;  M.  Birney, 
M.  W. ;  L.  D.  Denney,  foreman;  H.  W.  Brewer, 
overseer;  C.  E.Wood,  recorder;  H.  W.  Brewer,  re- 
ceiver; J.  L.  Miller,  financier;  J.  M.  Teachworth, 
guide;  John  Peterson,  I.  W. ;  S.  M.  Milligan,  O. 
W. ;  J.  L.  Miller,  M.  Birney  and  H.  W.  Brewer, 
trustees.  The  lodge  received  its  charter  Jan- 
uary 26,  1886,  on  which  occasion  it  held  a  meet- 
ing, and  finding  the  office  of  recorder  vacant, 
elected  H.  W.  Brewer  to  fill  the  vacancy.  The  offi- 
cers elected  first  assumed  their  chairs  on  February 
15,  1886.  Prior  thereto  the  deputy  grand  master 
had  conducted  the  meetings.  The  charter  mem- 
bers, in  addition  to  the  officers  named,  were  F.  A. 
Durrie,  A.  Higby,  E.  F.  Highland,  D.  F.  Rudd 
and  George  Trainer.  On  April  10,  following, 
E.  F.  Highland  succeeded  M.  Birney  as  master 
workman. 

The  offices  of  past  master  workman  and  mas 
ter  workman  have  been  filled  annually  since  the 
organization  of  the  society  as  follows:  Past  Mas- 
ter Workman— 1880,  A.  C.  Hosmer  and  J.  A.  Tul- 
leys;  1887,  J.  A.  Tulleys;  1888,  E.  F.  Highland; 
1889,  H.   E.   Pond.     Master  Workman— 1886,  M. 


Birney  and  E.  F.  Highland;  1887,  E.  F.  High- 
land; 1888,  H.  E.  Pond;  1889,  H.  W.  Brewer. 
The  officers  in  full  for  1890  are  H.  W.  Brewer,  P. 
M.  W. ;  N.  Sanford,  M.  \V. ;  M.  B.  McNitt,  F. ; 
F.  D.  Martin,  O. ;  F.  V.  Taylor,  R. ;  A.  Galusha, 
R.;  D.  F.  Rudd,  F. ;  H.  J.  Manser,  G.;  H.  E. 
Shinkle,  I.  W. ;  William  Potter,  O.  W. 

In  1880  there  were  forty-two  members,  and  at 
the  close  of  1887,  seventy-one.  In  188S  the  mem- 
bership decreased  to  sixty-nine,  and  in  1889  it 
ran  down,  on  account  of  strikes  on  two  systems  of 
railroads,  to  sixty-five.  At  the  beginning  of  1890 
it  had  reached  eighty-three,  and  at  this  writing 
[April.  1890]  it  has  increased  to  100.  In  1886  J. 
L.  Miller  was  elected  a  trustee  of  the  Grand 
Lodge  of  the  State  and  served  until  1889.  E.  F. 
Highland  was  elected  grand  foreman  at  the  ses- 
sion of  1887,  and  held  the  office  two  years.  Dr. 
L.  D.  Denney  has  been  medical  examiner  of  Red 
Cloud  Lodge  ever  since  its  organization.  The 
lodge  has  never  lost  a  member  by  death.  It  is  a 
very  strong  and  prosperous  lodge  and  ranks  as  the 
sixth  in  the  State. 

Calanthe  Lodge  No.  29,  K.  of  P.,  was  organ- 
ized December  11, 1883,  with  the  following  officers: 
A.  C.  Hosmer,  P.  C. ;  M.  D.  Edinger,  C.  C. ;  J. 
L.  Miller,  V.  C. ;  J.  A.  Tulleys,  P.;  A.  Morhart, 
M.  E.;  R.  V.  Shirey,  K.  R.  S. ;  G.  W.  Garber, 
M.  A.;  O.  G.  Roberts,  I.  G. ;  A.  M.  Zimmerman, 
O.  G.  The  charter  members  of  the  lodge,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  officers  above  named,  were  M.  S. 
Marsh,  W.  M.  Visscher,  S.  H.  Metcalf,  H.  A. 
Watson,  Frank  Demerie,  James  M.  Pryse,  A.  S. 
Marsh,  E.  McFarland,  John  R.  Shirey,  Jolm 
Parkes,  Henry  Huse,  Robert  Damerell,  William 
Parkes,  A.  J.  Means,  H.  F.  Kinsey,  W.  H. 
Strohm,  A.  Lauterbach,  W.  Mosher  and  E.  C. 
Van  Auken.  The  chief  commanders  of  the  lodge 
since  its  organization  have  been  as  follows:  J.  L. 
Miller,  1885;  F.  Bradbrook,  1886-87;  R.  D. 
Yeiser,  1888;  A.  J.  Welch,  1889,  and  the  four 
principal  officers  at  this  time,  1890,  are  as  follows: 
A.  J.  Welch,  P.  C;  G.  H.  Whitson,  C.  C;  A. 
Higbie,  V.  C;  A.  P.  Howard,  K.  R.  S.  The 
meetings  are  well  sustained. 

The  lodge  rents  a  hall  of    C.   L.   Cotting,   in 
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Cotting  &  Miller's  block.  Its  present  member- 
ship is  forty-eight. 

Red  Cloud  Camp  No.  608,  M.  W.  A.,  was  or- 
ganized May  16,  1888,  and  the  first  meeting  held 
under  charter  was  on  the  24th  day  of  the  same 
month.  The  charter  members  were  C.  F.  Casher, 
A.  H.  Brown,  E.  M.  Perkins,  R.  D.  Yeiser,  J.  C. 
Warner,  T.  W.  Thornburg,  C.  L.  Cotting,  L.  H. 
Wallace,  J.  L.  Miller,  G.  E.  McKeeby,  L.  A.  Al- 
bright, F.  V.  Taylor,  O.  C.  Brubacker,  John 
Story,  G.  H.  Whitson,  Charles  Palmer,  M.  A. 
Fisher,  A.  P.  Howard,  L.  H.  Fort,  F.  Bradbrook 
and  John  R.  Richards.  The  membership  of  this 
society  has  been  as  high  as  fifty-one,  but  is  some 
less  than  that  at  this  writing. 

A  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Odd 
Fellows  was  organized  some  years  ago  in  Red 
Cloud,  and  flourished  for  a  time,  and  finally  for- 
feited its  charter.  Efforts  are  now  being  made  for 
the   establishment  of    a  new  lodge  of  this  order. 

James  A.  Garfield  Post,  G.  A.  R. ,  was  organ- 
ized September  26,  1881,  in  Fearn's  Hall  at  Red 
Cloud.  The  mustering  officer,  Asst.  Adj. -Gen. 
Cook,  was  present  and  mustered  the  following 
named  recruits:  Jacob  L.  Miller,  Joseph  Garber, 
Isaiah  B.  Hampton,  H.  B.  Simons,  Elijah  Sutton, 
Charles  E.  Green,  E.  T.  Fearn,  N.  Sanford, 
Samuel  West,  William  Parkes,  T.  E  Hart,  W. 
C.  Strohm,  W.  W.  Harvey,  Francis  Moon,  G.  W. 
Knight,  W.  J.  Turner,  Richard  Turner,  A.  J. 
Means,  R.  B.  Fulton,  J.  A.  Tulleys,  O.  R.  Downs, 
W.  B.  Roby,  M.  B.  McNitt,  A.  W.  Holmgrain, 
.Vbram  Kaley,  J.  W.  Warren,  Joseph  B.  Carr, 
George  W.  Ball  and  Cornelius  Vanhorn.  The 
election  of  oificers  was  then  held,  with  the  follow- 
ing resiilt:  M.  B.  McNitt,  post  commander,  R.  B. 
Fulton,  S.  V.  C;  G.  W.  Ball,  J.  V.  C. ;  J.  A.  Tul- 
leys, Q.  M. ;  A.  Kaley,  surgeon;  J.  L.  Miller,  O. 
D.,  and  J.  W.  Warren,  O.  G.  W.  H.  Strohm 
I.  B.  Hampton  and  W.  B.  Roby  were  respect- 
ively appointed  adjutant,  sergeant-major  and 
quartermaster  sergeant.  The  first  regular  an 
nual   election  of  officers   was  held  December    12, 


1881,  and  the  post  commanders  have  since  been 
as  follows:  Joseph  Garber,  1882;  M.  B.  McNitt, 
1883;  J.  L.  Miller,  1884;  W.  B.  Roby,  1885;  A. 
N.  Patmore,  1886;  O.  R.  Downs,  1887;  H.  E. 
Pond,  1888;  Samuel  West,  1889;  David  Kessler, 
1890. 

The  whole  number  of  members  mustered  into 
this  post  is  109 — 7  have  died,  18  have  been  trans- 
ferred, 2  have  been  discharged.  47  have  been  sus- 
pended or  dropped,  and  the  balance,  35,  continue 
as  memlsers  in  good  standing.  The  post  meets 
regularly  in  the  Masonic  Hall. 

A  Woman's  Christian  Temperance  Union  and 
a  Young  Men's  Christian  Association  have  been 
organized  and  now  exist  in  Red  Cloud,  both  of 
which  are  doing  good  work. 

One  of  the  most  noted  events  in  the  history  of 
Red  Cloud  was  the  meeting  of  the  Seventh  An- 
nual Nebraska  State  Firemen's  Tournament,  on 
July  16,  17,  18  and  19,  1889.  The  streets  were 
handsomely  decorated  with  bunting,  and  the  busi- 
ness houses  and  residences  were  dressed  with  ban- 
ners and  beautiful  designs. 

The  fire  companies  in  attendance  were  the 
Kearney  Hose  Team,  Aurora  Hose  Company,  York 
Hook  and  Ladder  Company,  Kilpatrick  Hose 
Company,  of  Beatrice,  Grand  Island  Pompier 
Company,  and  the  fire  companies  of  Red  Cloud. 
The  bands  present  were  the  Warwick  Band,  Weber 
Band,  of  Hardy,  and  Bittner's  Dramatic  Com- 
pany's Marine  Band.  A  grand  parade  headed  by 
the  bands  and  followed  by  the  several  fire  com- 
panies was  made.  Many  contests  for  prizes  offered 
were  made  during  the  tournament.  Gov.  Thayer 
was  present  and  delivered  an  able  address. 

Those  in  attendance  were  well  entertained  by 
the  people  and  fire  department  of  Red  Cloud.  In 
the  contest  the  following  prizes  were  taken  by  the 
home  department:  Silver  trumpet,  first  prize, 
valued  at  $150;  Green  hose  race,  first  prize,  175; 
39  class,  second  prize,  $50;  champion  races,  sec- 
ond prize,  $75;  hook  and  ladder,  second  prize, 
$75;  tug  of  war,  tug  and  prize,  $100. 
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Sketches  op  Guide  Hock.  Bt.ue  Hii.l,  Cowi.es  and   Bladen— Other  Villages— Situation— OrtiGiN  or  Names 

— Physical   Chahactiikistics  — Population— Eahly    Residents —  First   Business   Enterpuises 

— Present  Interests  —  Journalism—  Incorporation  —  Officials  —  Benevolent 

Fraternities — History  op  thk  Development  of  These  Towns. 


hee  how  Ihe  rising  fruits  Ibe  ; 
Imbibe  the  sun,  and  make  his 


araens  crown, 
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[  IDl-;  ROCK  issitnatedon 
tin  left  bauk  of  tbe  Repnb- 
1k  in    River,     three    miles 
\\(  st  of  the  eastern  and  five 
miles  north  of  the  southern 
1)  )niidary  of  the  eonnty.  It 
lb  also  on   the   Burlington 
i-V  Missouii  River  Railroad,  ten  miles 
east  of    Red    Cloud.      It  derives   its 
,_  name  fiom  the  prominent  rocky  bluff 

5#^j^5^o    on  thf  opposite  side  of  the  river.    Its 
CC»t®  J  J     site  IS  high  and  dry,  being  on  a  bean- 
■^y  ^^       tiful   {)l<iin    inclining  slightly  toward 
"^IKl*"     the    iivei    on    the   south.      The    town 
■"T^  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  by  Don- 

ald McCallum  in  September,  1873.  The  streets 
run  east  and  west  and  north  and  south,  and 
cross  at  right  angles,  and  the  location  for  a  town 
is  hard  to  surpass.  It  is,  however,  but  a  small 
village  containing  a  population  not  exceeding  600. 
It  is  the  place  of  the  tirst  settlement  in  Webster 
County.  The  Rankin  colony  had  contemplated 
forming  a  settlement  here,  and  had  selected  a 
large  tract  of  land.  Seventeen  men  of  this  colony 
came  to  this  place  in  April,  1870,  but  only  two  of 
them,  Donald  McCallum  and  Emanuel  Peters, 
remained  and  permanently  settled  on  the  19th  day 
of  the  month.      They  remained  to  look  after  the 


interests  of  the  colony.  These  two  pionei>rs  con 
structed  a  dug-out  in  which  to  live,  it  being  the 
first  structure  of  the  kind  and  the  tirst  place  for 
the  habitation  of  white  men  in  the  county. 

Early  in  the  summer  following  these  men  were 
joined  by  Silas,  Abram  and  Joseph  Garber,  Catha 
rine  Garber  (wife  of  the  latter),  Albert  Lathrop, 
A.  M.  Talbot,  William  McBride,  Mrs.  Sarah  Micks 
and  Mrs.  Sarah  Rich.  This  party  was  well  pleased 
with  the  country,  but  after  having  assisted  in 
building  a  stockade,  some  of  them,  in  July  of  tbe 
same  year,  moved  farther  up  the  river  and  founded 
the  settlement  of  Red  Cloud.  For  the  first  two 
years  the  settlers  in  the  vicinity  of  Guide  Rock 
gathered  close  around  the  stockade  for  safety  from 
the  Indians.  The  post-oflice  was  established  in 
the  fall  of  1870,  with  A.  M.  Talbot,  postmaster. 
Mr.  Talbot  soon  broiight  in  a  few  groceries  and 
kept  a  few  supplies  for  a  very  short  time.  The 
first  regular  store  was  opened  in  the  spring  of 
1872  by  Arthur  G.  Owen,  on  his  farm,  about  one 
mile  southeast  of  the  present  town.  The  first 
school-house  was  built  of  logs  early  in  the  .spring 
of  1871.  It  was  situated  near  the  stockade,  on 
the  southwest  quarter  of  Section  2,  Town  1  north, 
Range  9  west,  about  a  mile  east  of  the  present 
village.  Here  Miss  Mary  Kingsley  taught  the  first 
school  in  the  county,   commencing  May  1,    1871, 
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and  received  for  her  services  112  per  month.  The 
first  sermon  preached  in  the  settlement  was  by 
Rev.  Mr.  Kennedy,  to  an  audience  of  nearly  all 
the  settlers,  in  this  school-house.  In  1872  J.  L. 
Columbia  and  M.  Stralton  built  a  saw- mill,  but 
operated  it  for  only  a  short  time. 

After  the  first  few  years  of  its  existence.  Guide 
Rock  grew  to  be  a  village,  containing  two  stores, 
a  hotel,  blacksmith  shop  and  a  post-office.  It 
made  but  little  further  progress  until  1880,  when 
the  construction  of  the  railroad,  with  a  station  at 
the  place,  became  a  certainty.  It  then  began  to 
build  up  quite  rapidly,  and  almost  reached  its 
present  dimensions  in  five  years  thereafter.  The 
three  years  drought  of  the  surrounding  country 
which  then  followed  retarded  the  further  develop- 
ment of  the  town,  but  in  1889  crops  were  again 
abimdant,  and  the  town  has  renewed  ]irospects  for 
further  improvement.  The  only  brick  building  in 
the  village  is  the  one  occupied  by  the  Guide  Rock 
Bank;  it  was  erected  in  1885. 

■  Following  is  a  directory  of  the  business  of  the 
village  at  this  writing:  Banks— Guide  Rock  Bank, 
owned  by  Meek,  Burris  &  Auld,  established  in 
18S5,  and  Pioneer  Bank  by  G.  R.  Brock;  hotels — 
Occidental,  by  Josh.  Harris,  and  Guide  Rock  Hotel, 
by  Charles  Fritzinger;  general  merchandise — P.  S. 
McGuire,  A.  J.  Hayes  and  I.  W.  Crary;  drugs — 
J.  W.  Robinson  and  Wilber  Knapp;  groceries — A. 
A.  Sims,  Joseph  Westlake  and  Leslie  Brink;  hard- 
ware —J.  S.  Marsh ;  agricultural  implements  —Will- 
iam Montgomery;  harness — Henry  Strong;  livery 
—  J.  L.  Phillips  and  William  Sabin;  restaurant- 
Lewis  Watt;  furniture  and  undertaking— T.  P. 
Doudna;  millinery— Mrs.  Maggie  Robinson  and 
Mrs.  Hattie  E.  Rich;  real  estate— Hiram  King  and 
Shugart&Orm;  meat  market— Aughingbaugh  & 
Renner;  confectionery — Ed  Cox;  shoemaker — A. 
H.  Kaley;  saloons— Eli  &  Watt  and  Marsh  &  John; 
attorney — J.  M.  Chaffin;  physicians— C.  E.  Van- 
diver,  C.  F.  Moranville  and  J.  W.  Fiak;  E.  O. 
Parker  keeps  the  post-office;  R.  S.  Proudfit  keeps 
a  lumber  yard;  M.  Lovett  deals  in  grain  and  live 
stock;  James  Marsh  has  the  grain  elevator  and 
buys  and  ships  grain,  and  Mr.  Harris  bales  and 
sells  hay.      There  is  a  barber  shop,  and  besides, 


two  blacksmith  shops  and  a  wagon  shop.  George 
Hagin  is  proprietor  of  the  Guide  Rock  Nursery, 
containing  about  twenty-five  acres  in  trees  and 
vines;  this  nursery  was  established  in  1882. 

Guide  Rock  has  a  fine  two-story  school-house, 
with  four  rooms  and  a  recitation  room ;  it  was  built 
about  1884  and  cost  $4,000.  The  village  also  con- 
tains two  frame  church  edifices — Methodist  and 
Baptist.  The  Guide  Rock  Mills,  on  the  Repub- 
lican River,  two  and  a  half  miles  southeast  of  the 
village,  are  run  by  Columbia,  Potter  &  Hyler,  and 
do  a  good  business.  Isaiah  B.  Hampton,  across 
the  river  and  three  miles  southwest  of  Guide  Rock, 
has  recently  established  a  creamery  on  his  farm. 
The  Guide  Rock  Weekly  Signal,  a  five-column 
quarto  newspaper,  bright  and  full  of  interest,  was 
established  by  its  present  proprietor  in  1882,  and 
has  been  published  continuously  ever  since.  It 
enjoys  a  well  deserved,  and  liberal  patronage.  In 
politics  it  is  Republican,  though  somewhat  inclined 
to  assume  an  independent  attitude. 

On  September  20,  1883,  a  petition  signed  by 
the  citizens  of  the  village  of  Guide  Rock,  praying 
for  the  incorporation  of  their  town,  was  presented 
to  the  board  of  county  commissioners.  The  peti- 
tion prayed  for  the  town  to  be  incorporated  within 
the  following  limits: 

Beginning  at  a  point  1,347.16  feet  west  of  the  corner 
of  Sections  3,  4,  9  and  10,  Township  1  nortli.  Range  9  west 
in  Webster  County,  Neb.;  Ilience  south* 3.()20.80  feet  to 
the  one-eiglith  section  corner  on  the  south  side  of  the  north- 
east quarter  of  Section  9.  Township  1,  Range  9;  thence 
east  1,33.'). 50  feet  to  the  quarter  section  corner  between 
Sections  9  and  10;  thence  north  1,;W4.80  feet  along  sec 
tion  line  between  Sections  9  and  10  to  the  southern  limit 
of  the  original  town  site  of  Guide  Rock,  Neb.,  as  per  the 
recorded  plat  thereof;  thence  easll,307  feet;  thence  north 
1,316  feet  to  section  line  between  Sections3  and  10;  thence 
west  along  said  section  line  to  the  eastern  limit  of  Tal- 
bot's addition  to  said  town  site  of  Guide  Rock,  as  per  the 
recorded  plat  thereof  983  feet;  thence  north  347  feet; 
thence  west  333  feet  to  section  line  between  Sections3  and 
4;  thence  north  along  said  section  line  3S0  feet;  thence  west 
747  feet;  thence  south  680  feel  to  section  line  between 
Sections  4  and  9;  thence  west  along  said  section  line 
600.16  feet  to  the  place  of  beginning;  being  all  that  part 
of  Sections  3,  4,  9  and  10  embraced  and  included  within 
the  original  town  site  of  Guide  Rock,  Webster  County. 
Neb.,  together  with  Vance's  addition,  Vance's  second 
addition  and  Talbot's  addition  to  said  town  site  of  Guide 
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Rock  as  per  the  recorded  plats  of  said  town  site  of  Guide 
Rock  and  the  several  additions  thereto  as  above  named. 

After  clue  consideration,  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  granted  the  prayer  of  the  petition 
and  declared  the  village  of  Guide  Rock  duly  in- 
corporated, with  J.  S.  Marsh,  I.  W.  Crary,  J.  W. 
Robinson,  E.  O.  Parker  and  William  Montgomery 
as  the  board  of  trustees.  The  board  of  trustees  at 
this  writing  is  composed  of  J.  W.  Robinson,  chair- 
man; Henry  Strong,  John  Marsh  and  Charles 
Nelson;  M.  Lovett  is  the  marshal. 

Amgng  other  secret  societies  of  Guide  Rock, 
Guide  Rock  Lodge  No.  128,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  occu- 
pies an  important  place.  It  was  organized  under 
dispensation  granted  January  28,  1884,  and  the 
charter  was  granted  on  June  24  following.  The 
charter  members  were  Charles  W.  Corwin,  Irving 
W.  Crary,  John  B.  Fisk,  Abram  Garber,  Edwin  L. 
Grubb,  Isaiah  B.  Hampton,  Evan  James,  Alonzo  N. 
John,  James  W.  Moranville,  Samuel  B.  Newmeyer, 
Noah  H.  Peters,  William  Pettit,  Jacob  H.  Shugart, 
John  S.  Stratton  and  William  Williams.  This 
lodge  meets  regularly,  and  is  in  a  fairly  prosjjerous 
condition. 

Guide  Rock  Lodge  No.  49,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  was 
organized  under  a  charter  dated  April  3,  1885,  with 
the  following  charter  members :  J.  B.  Mulf ord,  A. 
L.  Strong,  Judson  H.  Bailey,  J.  W.  Robinson,  E. 
O.  Rector,  George  Van  Woart,  William  Montgomery, 
John  Darwin,  J.  S.  Shepard,  W.  L.  Pugslej-,  S.  B. 
Newmeyer,  Charles  A.  Nelson,  J.  S.  Buster,  George 
F.  Hicok  and  W.  H.  Buster.  The  membership  of 
the  lodge  has  increased  fairly,  and  the  workmen  find 
it  to  their  mutual  interest  to  be  united.  "In 
union  there  is  strength. ' ' 

Guide  Rock  Lodge  No.  133,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was 
organized  under  charter  dated  May  29,  1885,  with 
J.  W.  Robinson,  D.  G.  Warner,  C.  Metzener,  G. 
W.  Greger,  James  Duffee,  Harrison  Beans,  Silas 
B.  Viers,  Michael  Karle,  C.  B.  Durgin  and  Peter 
Emigh,  charter  members.  This  lodge  is  also  pros- 
pering. 

T.  O.  Howe  Post  No.  138,  G.  A.  R.,  was  or- 
ganized in  March,  1883.  M.  B.  McNitt  and  J.  L. 
Miller,  of  Red  Cloud,  and  a  comrade  from  Siiperior 
mustered  the  comrades  and  original  members,  who 


were  as  follows:  Hiram  King,  Elisha  W'oodward, 
Henry  Watt,  Alex.  Phillips,  John  Dunbar,  Will- 
iam Montgomery,  A.  M.  Talbot,  Jerome  A.  Bailey, 
William  H.  Sawyer,  M.  M.  Morgan,  Abram  Garber, 
Osborn  Ayres,  E.  O.  Rector,  Jacob  Kindscher,  John 
W.  Reddin,  William  R.  Ryker,  J.  J.  Moriaty,  J. 
B.  Fisk,  G.  B.  Aughinbaugh,  J.  H.  Shugart,  J.  W. 
Moranville,  C.  P.  Norris,  B.  H.  Gray,  W.  H.  Bar- 
cus,  J.  A.  Robinson  and  J.  F.  Harris. 

The  commanders  of  the  post  for  each  year  since 
its  establishment  have  been  Jerome  A.  Bailey, 
1883-85;  John  Dunbar,  1886;  George  Hagen,  1887; 
Orange  Bair,  1888;  Alex.  Phillips,  1889,  and 
George  Hagen,  1890.  Two  members  have  died — 
A.  M.  Talbot  and  Comrade  Hitesman.  The  post 
has  mustered  about  fifty  members  in  all,  and  about 
half  that  number  have  kept  up  their  dues  and 
remain  in  good  standing. 

The  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  No.  3,  was  organ- 
ized under  charter  dated  May  21,  1887,  the  charter 
members  being  Nellie  Talbot,  Cynthia  Lathrop, 
Eliza  Moranville,  Cynthia  A.  Bailey,  Maggie  Rob- 
inson, Ida  Bair,  Libbie  Gray,  Minerva  Parson, 
May  Phillips,  Hattie  Rich,  Mary  Dunbar,  Sarah 
Aughinbaugh,  Roseltha  Ayers,  Louisa  Pettit,  Eliza- 
beth Kinsey  and  Martha  Robinson.  Mrs.  Ida  Bair 
died  in  the  fall  of  1889.  The  corps  has  now  about 
twenty  members,  and  continues  to  labor  for  the  wel- 
fare of  the  comrades  and  their  families. 

The  town  of  Blue  Hill  is  situated  one  mile 
south  of  the  northern  boundary  and  nine  miles 
west  of  the  eastern  boundary  of  Webster  County, 
at  the  crossing  of  the  Hastings  branch  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railroad  and  the  Nebras- 
ka &  Colorado  Railroad.  It  is  by  rail  nineteen 
miles  south  of  Hastings  and  twenty -two  miles 
north  of  Red  Cloud.  It  was  surveyed  and  platted 
in  September,  1878,  by  A.  B.  Smith,  the  railroad 
town  surveyor,  for  its  original  proprietor,  Mr.  Sol- 
omon B.  Rohrer,  of  Hagerstown,  Md.  Its  distance 
from  large  towns,  and  its  fine  railroad  facilities  and 
the  good  country  surrounding  it,  render  its  future 
prosperity  sure.  The  lands  in  this  vicinity  were 
mostly  taken  up  before  the  close  of  1879.  Mr.  I. 
O.  Martin,  of  the  Burlingtoti  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad,  reached  Blue  Hill  before  the  station  house 
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was  tinislied  and  opened  the  telegraph  office  on 
October  20,  1878.  The  office  for  freight  and  pas- 
senger business  was  opened  on  November  4,  fol- 
lowing, which  may  be  considered  the  natal  day  of 
the  town. 

The  first  citizen  to  erect  a  building  in  Blue 
Hill,  was  Albert  Blumenthal,  who  selected  a  lot  as 
soon  as  the  survey  was  completed,  and  began  to  dig 
a  cellar.  He  put  up  a  hotel  16x24  feet  in  size,  to 
which  he  afterward  built  an  addition.  The  hotel 
was  ojaened  October  9,  1878.  The  following 
month  Hall  &  Wetmore  opened  an  agricultural 
implement  store.  About  this  time  the  post-office 
was  established,  and  John  A.  Wetmore  became  the 
first  postmaster.  James  Murtauge  opened  a  black- 
smith shop  on  November  10,  and  John  S.  Hoover — 
once  a  member  of  Gen.  Logan's  staff — commenced 
buying  grain  on  the  16th  of  the  same  month.  Also 
in  this  month  John  W.  Davis,  of  Hastings,  opened 
the  first  general  store  in  Blue  Hill,  with  John  F. 
Grimes,  formerly  of  Knoxville,  111. ,  in  charge.  A 
lumber  yard  was  also  opened  this  month  by  Ket- 
tler  &  Krigsman.  Andi-ew  Dice  opened  a  hotel 
on  December  18,  1878,  and  in  February  following 
D.  Weinburg,  of  Chicago  and  Hastings,  opened  a 
tine  stock  of  general  merchandise,  with  Sol.  Wau- 
delborn  as  manager.  The  same  month  Joseph  W. 
Moore  opened  the  business  of  selling  agricultural 
implements  and  fruit  trees.  David  Smyth  opened 
the  first  feed  and  livery  stable  on  March  19,  1879. 
Mr.  A.  Kopisch  opened  the  first  hardware  store  in 
the  place  early  in  February.  Mr.  H.  B.  Munson 
opened  a  wagon  and  blacksmith  shop  on  April  1, 
and  later  Andrew  Dice  started  a  boarding  house 
west  of  the  depot.  Fred  Jaeger  established  a  boot 
and  shoe  shop  on  April  21,  and  J.  O.  Burgess 
opened  his  harness  shop  on  May  16,  following. 
Philip  Everhart,  formerly  of  Hancock  County,  111., 
located  in  Blue  Hill  in  March,  1879,  and  soon  after 
engaged  in  the  coal  trade.  Nick  Henger  opened 
the  first  butcher  shop.  In  the  summer  of  1879 
W.  L.  Thatcher  and  John  S.  Hoover  erected  a 
grain  elevator. 

On  July  28,  1879,  the  growing  young  town  was 
visited  by  a  storm  that  threatened  its  destruction. 
A  dark  cloud  was  seen  coming  up.      Soon  it  passed 


over,  and  then  came  a  terrible  storm  of  wind  and 
rain.  Mr.  Tierman's  store  was  unroofed;  Smith's 
livery  stable  was  unroofed  and  the  end  blown  out; 
the  front  was  blown  out  of  Mendelbaum's  store; 
Davis'  store  was  badly  damaged,  the  goods  wet 
and  many  of  them  ruined;  eight  cars  were  blown 
off  the  track;  windmills  were  torn  down,  and  every- 
thing badly  racked  by  the  wind.  The  storm  ex- 
tended over  no  great  extent  of  country,  but  a  great 
deal  of  damage  wa.s  done  on  farms  in  the  vicinity 
of  Blue  Hill. 

On  April  29,  1882,  the  board  of  county  com- 
missioners in  special  session  assembled,  made,  in 
response  to  a  petition  of  the  citizens  of  the  village 
of  Blue  Hill,  the  following  entry  upon  their  record: 

Whereas,  it  aj^peais  tbat  said  petition  has  been  signed 
by  a  majoritj'  of  llie  taxable  male  inhabitants  of  said  vil- 
lage, and  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  is  reasonable 
and  that  notices  were  posted  in  three  public  places  within 
said  county  for  five  days,  as  provided  l)y  law,  prior  to 
this  special  meeting,  and  this  board  of  county  commis- 
sioners having  received  notice  thereof,  as  provided  by  law. 
Therefore,  Be  it  ordered,  that  said  village  of  Blue  Hill 
be  declared  incorporated  under  the  name  of  Blue  Hill, 
within  the  following  metes  and  bounds,  to  wit:  The  west 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  ten  (10),  Town- 
ship four  (4),  Range  ten  (10);  the  east  half  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  nine  (9),  Township  four  (4),  Range  ten 
(10),  and  the  town  site  of  Blue  Hill  as  per  recorded  plat  on 
record  in  the  office  of  the  recorder  of  Webster  County, 
Nebraska,  comprising  the  west  half  of  the  northeast 
quarter  of  Section  nine  (9).  Township  four  (4),  Range  ten 
(10). 

The  following  named  persons  were  then  duly 
appointed  trustees  of  the  newly  incorporated  town: 
J.  W.  C.  Thierman,  A.  Hopisch,  H.  B.  Munson, 
J.  O.  Burgess  and  J.  S.  Hoover. 

The  board  of  trustees  at  this  writing  consist  of 
Ed.  Hilton,  Will  Garrison,  Charles  Goff,  C.  D. 
Robinson  and  Jacob  Schunk. 

Blue  Hill  has  grown  to  be  a  town  of  about  1,000 
inhabitants,  and  its  business  directory  indicates  a 
spirit  of  enterprise  and  of  sub.stantial  commercial 
importance  not  to  be  overlooked.  It  is  as  follows: 
Banks — State.  Blue  Hill  and  First  National ;  general 
stores — Philip  Bock,  Higgins  &  Price,  Farmer's 
Alliance,  M.  W.  Hornburger;  groceries — Snyder  & 
Co.,T.  Delehoyd.Honicks,  Walker  &  Son,  John  Brun- 
ner,  Ed.  Hilton;  drugs — Hicks  Bros.,  J.  T.  Grimes; 


WEBSTER  COUNTY. 


'k^ 


bakery — John  Brunner;  furniture — Munson  Bros.; 
hardware — William  Parker,  Farmers'  Alliance,  O. 
H.  Martin  &  Co. ;  clothing — Panser,  Lanz  Bros. , 
J.  W.  Norris  &  Son;  hotels— City  Hotel,  by  H.  P. 
Munson, Central  Hotel,  by  Charles  Conrad;  livery — 
Kinney  &  Randall,  M.  B.  Bird,  H.  Smith,  Watkins 

&  Walters,  Shockey;    harness — R.   L.   Pelz; 

millinery — Mrs.    Hanson,  Miss   Parks;    boots    and 

shoes — F.  Hopka, Yeager;  farm  implements— i- 

W.  O.  Dimmick,  O.  C.  Klingerman,  Jacob  Schunk: 
meat  markets — F.  Kick,  A.  Martin;  lumber — Will- 
iam Whitten;  photos — F.  P.  Steele;  books  and 
music — C.  E.  Nonis. 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  town  has  two  grain 
elevators  (one  owned  by  H.  Gund  &  Co.  and  the 
other  b}'  J.  S.  Hoover),  the  I.  X.  L.  store  (where 
wall  paper,  paints,  etc. ,  are  sold),  two  saloons,  the 
postoffice  (by  Ed.  Hilton),  one  barber  and  two  black- 
smith shops,  an  opera-house,  a  two-story  brick 
school-house  with  four  rooms,  an  imported  stock 
company  with  R.  P.  Price  as  manager,  four  church 
buildings,  and  six  business  houses  in  lirick  build- 
ings, all  the  rest  in  wood. 

The  physicians  are  Drs.  Wageman,  Snook  and 
Ives.  The  site  of  Blue  Hill  is  one  of  the  most 
pleasant  and  beautiful  that  can  be  found. 

Organizations  of  the  Masonic,  Odd-Fellows,  A. 
O.  U.  W.  and  Modern  Woodmen  societies,  and  the 
Farmers"  Alliance  exist  here,  and  the  usual  socie- 
ties connected  with  the  church  organizations.  A 
temperance  league,  numbering  about  75  members, 
is  also  prosperous. 

The  Blue  Hill  Times  was  established  in  the 
spring  of  1881,  by  Watkins  Brothers,  who  published 
it  until  March  12,  1888,  then  selling  to  the  present 
proprietor,  George  L.  Burr.  The  latter  has  since 
remained  in  charge,  issuing  a  paper  which  does 
credit  to  the  place.  It  is  a  five-column  quarto, 
and  politically,  is  Republican.  The  Webster 
County  Winner  was  established  at  Blue  Hill  in 
June,  1886,  by  Layton  &  Mollineaux.  who  issued 
it  until  December  18,  1887,  when  they  sold  to 
George  L.  Burr.  He  aftei-ward  merged  it  with  the 
Times.  The  Blue  Hill  Leader,  a  five-column 
quarto  weekly  newspaper,  was  established  July 
16,  1887,  by  F.  P.  Shields.     In  March,  1890,  he 


sold  it  to  its  present  proprietor,  J.  L.  Miller.  It  is 
Democratic  in  politics,  and  enjoys  a  good  circula- 
tion. 

The  town  of  Cowles  is  located  on  the  Hastings 
branch  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad,  in  Elm  Creek  Valley,  ten  miles  by  rail 
from  Red  Cloud,  and  eleven  from  Blue  Hill,  on  the 
north.  It  also  lies  two  and  a  half  miles  east  of 
the  geographical  center  of  the  county.  It  was  sur- 
veyed and  i^latted  by  A.  B.  Smith,  the  town  sur- 
veyor of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  and  the 
Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroads,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1878,  and  was  named  after  Mr.  W.  D. 
Cowles,  who  for  years,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his 
death  in  Omaha,  in  1876,  was  general  freight 
agent  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Rail- 
road in  Nebraska.  The  town  lies  in  the  south 
half  of  the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  4,  Town- 
ship 2  north,  Range  10  west.  It  is  divided  into  22 
blocks,  300  feet  square;  business  lots  are  25  feet 
front  and  140  feet  deep.  The  residence  lots  are 
50  feet  front  and  140  feet  deep.  The  town  site  is 
situated  on  the  high  bottom-land  of  Elm  Creek, 
and  is  a  beautiful  and  pleasant  site  for  a  town. 
The  creek  is  well  timbered,  for  this  State,  and  the 
surrounding  country  is  a  first-class  agricultural  and 
stock-raising  district.  Some  of  the  best  farms  in 
the  county  may  be  found  on  the  bottoms  of  Elm 
Creek  at  this  point.  Good  water  is  here  obtained 
at  a  depth  of  from  10  to  35  feet,  and  while  the 
farmers  on  the  higher,  or  table  lands,  have  to  go 
some  deeper  for  water,  their  lands  for  agricultural 
purposes  are  equally  as  good  as  the  bottom  lands. 

The  town  site  of  Cowles  was  owned  by  John  A. 
Poyer  and  wife.  Mr.  Poyer  gave  away  several  lots 
to  those  erecting  good  buildings  thereon.  Busi- 
ness lots  sold  from  $20  to  |50  each.  The  Burling- 
ton &  Missouri  River  Railroad  Company  erected  a 
substantial  depot,  which  was  opened  for  business 
in  December,  1878,  also  a  good  section  house,  which 
was  occupied  by  the  section  boss.  Mr.  Crabtree 
erected  the  first  building  in  the  town — a  small 
frame  residence.  The  next  residence  was  erected 
by  L.  D.  Thomas  in  December,  1878.  Thomas  & 
Ward  opened  the  first  general  store  in  the  place  in 
February,  1879.     T.  J.  Ward  erected  a  two-story 
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frame  bnilding,  and  fitted  the  lower  story  for  a 
store  and  the  upper  for  a  town  hall.  D.  T.  Thomas 
opened  the  first  grocery  and  farm-implement  store, 
and  T.  E.  Moon  opened  the  second  general  store. 
J.  H  Hill  opened  the  tirst  machine  and  blacksmith 
shop,  and  John  Clark  the  first  boot  and  shoe  shop, 
and  R.  W.  Wringer  the  first  restaurant  and  board- 
ing house. 

The  growth  of  the  village  has  not  been  rapid. 
It  has  now  a  population  of  200,  and  consists  of  one 
bank  by  L.  C.  Gilbert,  a  general  store  by  Fuller  & 
Good,  a  drug  store  by  John  Story,  a  livery  stable 
by  J.  D.  Post,  two  grain  elevators — one  by  Cutter 
&  Best  and  the  other  by  Waller  &  Giflord,  a  gen- 
eral store  by  Harris  &  Hanawa,  a  lumber  yard  by 
John  Blaine,  one  hotel,  one  blacksmith  shop,  two 
churches — Methodist  and  Congregational,  a  two- 
story  frame  school -ho  use,  and  the  railroad  depot. 
Moore  &  Gilbert's  cattle  ranch  is  located  one  mile 
south  of  town  on  Elm  Creek,  and  consists  of  three 
sections  of  land.  They  raise  hogs  also,  and  feed 
to  their  animals  from  100,000  to  150,000  bushels 
of  grain  per  year. 

The  Cowles  Herald,  a  seven  column  weekly 
newspaper,  is  now  in  its  fourth  volume,  and  is 
published  by  A.  Hurd.  Its  motto  is:  "Independ- 
ent in  all  things,  neutral  in  nothing." 

Bladen  is  a  village  on  the  Nebraska  &  Colorado 
Railroad,  eight  miles  west  of  Blue  Hill.  It  was 
surveyed  and  laid  out  May  29,  1886,  by  A,  B. 
Smith,  for  the  Lincoln  Land  Company,  on  lands 
owned  by  the  company,  and  by  L.  B.  Thorne.  The 
village  is  mostly  situated  on  the  land  owned  by  the 
latter.  The  first  business  established  was  two 
lumber  yards — the  lumber  being  transferred  to  the 
place  before  lots  were  selected  for  the  yards.  The 
proprietors  of  these  yards  were  Whitten  Bros,  and 
the  National  Lumber  Company.  In  the  summer 
or  fall  of  1886  two  or  three  small  stores  were 
moved  to  Bladen  from  Old  Wells,  previously  estab- 
lished a  mile  west.  Several  other  persons  put  up 
new  buildings,  and  the  whole  town,  aViout  as  it  now 
stands,  with  the  exception  of  the  school-house  and 
churches,  was  built  up  in  the  fall  of  1886  and 
early  winter  of  1887. 


The  Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroad  was  com- 
pleted through  the  county  before  the  close  of  18S6. 
The  tirst  train  to  reach  Bladen  came  in  on  the  tirst 
Monday  after  Christmas  of  that  year. 

The  business  of  Bladen  is  as  follows:  General 
.stores — A.  H.  Johnson,  W.  H.  HofPman,  Charles 
E.  Hicks,  Byrne  Bros. ;  groceries— James  Burden, 
H.  H.  Springer;  drugs — Dr.  C.  P.  Kehler;  hai-d- 
ware — L.  B.  Thorne;  bank — State  Bank  of  Bladen; 
lumber— W.  W.  Whitten,  of  Blue  Hill,  with  V.  S. 
Hall  as  manager.  There  are  also  two  grain  ele- 
vators— one  by  H.  Gund  &  Co.,  and  one  by  L.  B. 
Thorne.  There  are  two  tine  church  buildings — 
Baptist  and  Congregational — and  a  good  school- 
house;  one  hotel,  by  B.  Lee;  a  blacksmith  shop, 
and  a  livery  stable.  There  is  a  post  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
at  this  village,  but  the  members  nearly  all  live  in 
the  country.  Bladen  is  very  pleasantly  located,  in 
the  best  farming  portion  of  the  county. 

Amboy  is  the  name  of  the  junction  of  the  two 
lines  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad, 
four  miles  east  of  Red  Cloud.  There  is  no  village 
there,  though  a  post-office  once  existed.  About 
half  a  mile  above  that  point,  on  Elm  Creek,  is  the 
noted  liouring-mill,  owned  and  operated  by  the 
Amboy  Milling  Company,  The  water-power  that 
turns  this  mill  is  perpetual,  the  creek  being  fed 
with  springs,  and  having  such  a  rapid  current, 
never  freezes,  and  has  a  constant  and  unfailing 
supply  of  water  through  all  seasons  of  the  year. 

Inavale  is  a  small  village  on  the  Burlington 
&  Missouri  River  Railroad,  seven  miles  west  of  Red 
Cloud.  It  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  May  15, 
1884,  by  W.  H.  Strohm,  for  W.  J.  Vance,  the  orig- 
inal proprietor.  It  contains  a  general  store,  by  W. 
J.  Vance ;  another,  by  Sawyer  &  Kenyon ;  a  lumber 
yard,  by  William  Irons;  a  blacksmith  shop,  by  S. 
W.  Hull;  and  Charles  Hunter  deals  in  grain  and 
live  stock.  There  is  one  school-house,  also  a  liv- 
ery stable,  kept  by  H.  Shoemaker.  The  population 
is  100.     G.  W.  Knight  keeps  the  post-office. 

Besides  the  places  mentioned,  there  are  in  this 
county  the  post-office  stations  of  Bole,  Negunda, 
Otto  and  Scott.  A  thriving  agricultural  country 
surrounds  these  various  places. 


J,  ^ 


WEBSTER  COUNTY. 


567, 


CHAPTER  XXYII. 


Sducation  in  Webster— First  Efforts— Early  Districts  and  School  Sessions— Progress  of  the  System- 
Teachers' Institdtb — School  Statistics  AND  Report  — UELKuoas  Interests  —  Early  Ministers  Here- 
abouts-Pioneer  Church — The  Methodist— The  Various  Denominations  Represented— Miscel- 
laneous Subjects— Storms — Soldiers  of  Our  Wars — Mexican  Survivors— Heroes  of 
1861-65— Republican  Valley  Union  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Association — Agri- 
cultural Societies— Granges,  Etc. — County  Buildings — Population. 


So  man,  who  here  seems  priacipal  alone. 
Perhaps  acts  second  to  some  sphere  unknown; 
Touches  some  wheel,  or  verges  to  some  goal; 
'Tis  but  apart  we  see  and  not  the  whole. — Pope. 


'HE  early  settlers  of  Web- 
ster County  realized  the 
iiiiiiortanceof  education,  and 
it  once  set  about  to  provide 
schools  for  their  children. 
The  first  step  toward  this 
end  was  the  election  of  Will- 
iam E  Jackson  at  the  first  elec- 
tion held  in  the  county,  in  April, 
1S71  to  the  office  of  superintend- 
ent of  schools.  Mr.  Jackson, 
howevei  did  not  accept  this  honor, 
and  Ed  Kellogg  was  at  once  ap- 
pointed. The  first  school  district 
formed  in  the  county  was  at 
Guide  Rock,  the  next  at  Red 
Cloud,  and  the  third  on  Walnut 
Creek,  all  of  which  were  organized  in  1871.  The 
first  school  in  the  county  was  taught  in  the  Guide 
Rock  district  by  Miss  Mary  Kingsley,  commencing 
May  1,  of  that  year.  The  next  school  was  taught 
in  Red  Cloud,  commencing  June  3,  of  the  same 
year,  and  it  follows  that  the  next  was  on  Walnut 
Creek.       Thus  schools  were  opened  the  same  year 


1  the  county  was  organized,  and  the  first  year  after 
its  first  settlement. 

Additional  school  districts  were  formed  by  the 
court  doing  county  business,  as  fast  as  the  in- 
creased population  demanded  them;  and  so  rapid 
was  this  demand,  that  in  1880,  only  nine  years 
after  the  organization  of  the  county,  it  had  seventy- 
five  school  districts,  sixty-seven  of  which  were  pro- 
vided with  school-houses.  Of  these  twenty-six 
were  frame  buildings,  five  were  built  of  stone, 
thirty  of  sod  and  six  of  logs.  There  were  then  in 
the  county  a  little  over   2,500  children  of  school 

A  meeting  of  the  friends  of  education  was  held 
in  Red  Cloud  on  Ajiril  24,  1874,  preparatory  to 
the  organization  of  the  first  teachers'  institute  in 
Webster  County.  H.  S.  Kaley,  the  county  super- 
intendent of  schools,  presided  at  this  meeting,  and 
Charles  W.  Springer  acted  as  secretary.  The 
meeting  adjourned  to  the  following  Wednesday, 
when  Hon.  J.  M.  McKenzie,  State  superintendent 
of  public  instruction,  and  Prof.  C.  B.  Palmer,  ed- 
itor of  the  Nebraska  Teacher,  were  present  as  in- 
structors, and  conducted  the  exercises,  which  con- 
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tinued  for  three  days.  The  followiug  teachers 
and  members  of  the  institute  were  present  and 
participated:  Among  the  ladies  from  Red  Cloud, 
were  Annie  M.  Jones,  Lydia  F.  Hunger,  Sarah  L. 
Fisher,  Frances  Beauchamp,  C.  Smith,  Fannie  M. 
Barber,  Laura  J.  Ludlow,  Sarah  C.  Tnlleys,  Mary 
C.  Metcalf,  Martha  E.  Brown,  and  Amelia  E. 
Smith;  from  Wells,  Eliza  A.  Tuttle;  f rom  Inavale, 
Mrs.  G.  W.  Knight;  from  Guide  Rock,  Vina  C. 
Tyler.  Of  the  gentlemen  from  Red  Cloud,  there 
were  H.  S.  Kaley,  county  superintendent  of  schools, 
Rev.  A.  Maxwell,  Rev.  Charles  Reilly,  T.  J. 
Wright,  J.  Q.  Potter,  Charles  W.  Springer,  Will- 
iam C.  Reilly,  Lee  S.  Estell,  J.  R.  Wilcox,  J.  L. 
Hull,  and  Edward  Kellogg;  from  Batin,  David 
Fetz;  from  Little  Blue,  M.  Wilson  and  O.  P.  Q. 
Rorrick;  from  Scott,  J.  W.  Luce. 

At  this  meeting  a  temporary  county  teachers' 
association  was  formed  with  H.  S.  Kaley,  presi- 
dent, and  A.  L.  Burton,  secretary,  and  the  22d  of 
May  following  was  the  time  set  to  meet  and  perfect 
the  association.  Accordingly,  at  the  time  appointed, 
the  teachers  assembled  and  effected  a  permanent 
organization  with  A.  L.  Biu'ton,  president;  Dr. 
Fetz,  vice-president,  and  Mrs.  M.  E.  Brown,  sec- 
retary. 

Here  was  a  county  west  of  the  Mississippi  River 
wherein  a  teachers'  institute  was  held  and  a 
teachers'  association  organized  in  just  four  years 
after  the  first  white  settler  stepped  upon  its  soil. 
The  teachers  and  officers  named  must  be  consid- 
ered the  iDioneer  educational  workers  in  Webster 
County.  Mr.  Charles  W.  Springer  was  a  prominent 
teacher  in  the  Red  Cloud  schools  for  several  years, 
and  was  county  superintendent  of  schools  from 
1882  to  1887. 

The  following  statistics  taken  from  the  last 
published  report  of  the  State  superintendent  of 
public  instruction  [for  the  year  ending  December 
31,  1888]  will  serve  to  indicate  the  condition  of 
the  public  schools  and  the  workings  of  the  fi-ee- 
school  system  in  this  county.  The  report  shows 
that  the  number  of  children  within  the  county  be- 
tween the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  was,  males 
1,957,  females  1,898,  total  3,855,  and  that  the 
number  who  attended    school  during  the  school 


year  was,  males  1,485,  females,  1,540,  total  3,025; 
twenty-nine  under  the  age  of  five,  and  ten  over 
the  age  of  twenty -one,  were  enrolled  in  the  pub- 
lic schools.  The  number  of  school  districts  was 
79,  and  the  number  of  school-houses  78.  Of 
these  4  were  constructed  of  stone,  3  of  brick,  67 
of  wood  and  4  of  sod.  The  value  of  the  houses 
was  $64,571,  the  value  of  the  sites  18,591,  and 
of  the  books  and  apparatus  $3,434.21.  There 
were  four  graded  schools  in  the  county,  and  the 
whole  number  of  teachers  employed  in  all  the 
schools  was,  males  34,  females  102,  total  136. 
Seventy- one  districts  had  six  months'  school,  five 
had  four  months  and  three  had  no  school.  A 
teachers'  institute,  continuing  two  weeks,  was  held, 
and  eighty-five  teachers  out  of  ninety  in  the  coun- 
ty were  enrolled. 

The  total  receipts  for  the  school  year,  including 
the  amount  on  hand  at  the  beginning,  was  $49,- 
932.71,  and  the  total  expenditures,  141,506.25, 
thus  leaving  $8,425.96  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the 
year.  During  the  school  year  the  county  school 
superintendent  made  seventy-four  visits  to  the 
schools,  was  employed  all  the  time  in  official  work, 
and  received  a  salary  of  $1,000. 

The  free-school  system  in  Webster  County  is 
working  well  as  a  whole,  and  the  people  take  much 
interest  in  educational  matters.  The  following 
report  by  Superintendent  Curran,  of  the  schools 
of  Red  Cloud  will  be  read  with  interest: 

"Upon  taking  charge  of  these  schools,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  school  year,  I  found  a  '  Course 
of  Study'  which  meets  the  requirements  of  the 
'  Minor  Course  '  of  the  university.  It  was  prepared 
by  Prof.  Picking,  my  immediate  predecessor.  It 
covers  a  period  of  twelve  years'  school  work — four 
years  each  in  the  primary,  grammar  and  high- 
school  departments. 

"  We  have  two  brick  buildings — one  of  foiu-  and 
one  of  five  rooms,  and  also  two  frame  buildings, 
one  of  which  is  used  for  a  kindergarten  school. 
We  have  an  enrollment  of  about  600  pupils,  and  a 
corps  of  twelve  teachers. 

■'  A  fair  geological  cabinet  and  philosophical  ap- 
paratus have  recently  been  placed  in  our  schools. 
Our  people  manifest  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
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matters,  a  fact  amj)ly  demonstrated  by  the  large 
audience  that  greets  each  session  of  our  public 
teachers'  meetings,  held  semi-mouthly  in  the  high- 
school  building.  The  large  high  school  room  has 
not  sufficient  seating  capacity  for  the  school  patrons 
who  attend  these  meetings.  The  program  for  each 
meeting  consists  of  a  class  drill  by  one  of  our  teach- 
ers, after  which  we  have  a  professional  criticism  by 
the  teachers,  and  such  suggestions  as  visitors  may 
desire  to  make  on  educational  subjects,  or  the  wel- 
fare of  our  schools.  A  brief  talk  on  some  subject 
of  didactic  nature,  select  reading  and  music,  com- 
plete our  program.  The  great  aim  of  these  meet- 
ings is  to  create  a  bond  of  true  sympathy  between 
school  patrons  and  teachers,  so  that  the  former  may, 
in  a  greater  measure,  appreciate  the  work  of  the 
latter,  hence  very  materially  aid  in  attaining  the 
great  object  of  our  public  schools. 

"Moral  teaching  receives  due  consideration,  and 
I  am  pleased  to  find  a  good  moral  tone — above  the 
average — to  pervade  the  pupils  of  these  schools. 

"  Our  teachers  are  faithful,  energetic  workers. 
Thoroughness  is  the  key-note  that  keeps  sounding 
through  their  work. ' ' 

Rev.  C.  W.  Wells  was  the  iirst  minister  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  labor  in  Webster 
County.  He  was  sent  from  Fairbury  by  Rev. 
John  B.  Maxtield,  presiding  elder  of  the  Beatrice 
district,  reached  Red  Cloud  in  August,  1871,  and 
commenced  his  ministerial  work.  The  annual 
conference  held  at  Nebraska  City,  March  20,  1872, 
returned  Rev.  Wells  to  Red  Cloud,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  year,  as  shown  by  the  conference  minutes, 
the  Red  Cloud  circuit  had  thirty-sis  in  full  mem- 
bership and  twenty-one  on  probation,  and  $1  had 
been  collected  for  missions.  Rev.  Wells  remained 
on  the  Red  Cloud  circuit  until  the  spring  of  1873, 
and  was  paid  for  his  services  $130  per  year.  The 
conference  of  1873  attached  Red  Cloud  circiiit  to 
the  Kearney  district  established  that  year,  and  ap- 
pointed Rev.  S.  B.  York  to  succeed  Rev.  Wells, 
but  he  (York)  did  not  visit  the  work,  and  Rev. 
Charles  Reilly  a  local  preacher,  was  appointed  to 
take  charge.  He  commenced  his  labors  November 
1,  1873,  finding  the  Methodist  elements  scattered 
and  demoralized,  but  soon  gathered  them  together 


and  advanced  the  work.  He  continued  as  pastor 
to  the  end  of  the  conference  in  October,  1874. 
There  were  at  this  time  135  full  members  in  the 
circuit  and  twenty  probationers.  The  drought  and 
grasshopper  scourge  of  1874  put  a  partial  sto])  to 
further  church  extension,  and  for  the  nest  two 
years  Red  Cloud  circuit  had  no  regular  pastor. 
The  annual  conference  in  1877  appointed  Rev. 
C.  Reilly  again  to  this  circuit.  Rev.  J.  Dixon 
served  as  pastor  of  the  circuit  from  the  fall  of  1878 
to  1881.  Guide  Rock  circuit  was  formed  in  1878, 
and  Rev.  Lewis  Barr  was  appointed  its  pastor. 
At  the  end  of  the  conference  year  in  the  fall  of 
1880,  Red  Cloud  circuit  had  100  full  members 
and  twelve  probationers,  and  one  church  house 
valued  at  $2,500  and  parsonage  valued  at  $600. 
Guide  Rock  circuit  had  125  members  and  five  pro- 
bationers, but  reported  no  church  property.  The 
pastors  of  the  Red  Cloud  circuit  since  1881  have 
been  Rev.  G.  W.  Hawley,  1881-83;  Rev.  C.  B. 
Lenfest,  1883-84;  Rev.  George  W.  Hummel, 
1884-87.  In  1887  the  name  of  the  Red  Cloud 
circuit  was  changed  to  Inavale  circuit,  and  R.  S. 
Moore  was  appointed  pastor  thereof.  In  1889  Rev. 
A.  L.  Folden  was  appointed  on  this  circuit.  The 
conference  minutes  of  1889  gave  the  membership 
of  Inavale  circuit  at  128  in  full  membership  and 
fourteen  probationers,  and  $1,100  as  the  probable 
value  of  church  property. 

The  Red  Cloud  charge  was  established  in  1884, 
and  its  pastors  have  been  as  follows:  Rev.  G.  S. 
Davis,  1884-88;  W.  S.  Falkenburg,  1888-89;  Rev. 
E.  J.  Randall,  the  present  pastor,  appointed  in 
1889.  The  last  conference  minutes  showed  this 
charge  to  have  124  full  members,  four  probation- 
ers, two  church  buildings  with  a  probable  value  of 
$5,000,  and  one  parsonage  of  an  estimated  value  of 
$1,500. 

The  pastors  of  the  Guide  Bock  circuit  since  its 
organization  have  been  as  follows:  Rev.  Lewis 
Barr,  1878-81;  A.  G.  Blackwell,  1881-84;  E. 
R.  Fulkerson,  1884-85;  L.  Morrison,  1885-80; 
George  Burbank,  1886-88;  C.  B.  Lenfest,  present 
pastor,  appointed  at  the  annual  conference  in 
1888,  and  reappointed  in  1889.  The  last  report 
gives  this  circuit  166  full  members  and  thirteen 
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probationers,  and  church  property  at  the  probable 
value  of  $1,500. 

Blue  Hill  circuit  was  established  in  1881,  and 
its  pastors  have  been  as  follows:  Lewis  Barr,  1881- 
82;  *  *  *  George  Wilson,  1883-84;  John  G. 
Walker,  1884-87;  F.  Deal,  1887-88;  L.  Morrison, 
1888-89.  The  latter  was  reappointed  at  the  an- 
nual conference  of  1889.  The  circuit,  according 
to  report  to  the  last  conference,  had  ninety- 
four  full  members  and  fifteen  probationers,  and 
one  church  edifice  valued  at  $2,000. 

The  Cowles  and  Amboy  circuit  was  established 
in  1887,  and  its  pastors  have  been  as  follows:  G. 
W.  Hummel,  1887-89,  and  J.  P.  McVey  ap- 
pointed in  the  fall  of  1889.  According  to  last  report, 
this  circuit  had  sixty  full  members,  twelve  proba- 
tioners, and  church  property  valued  at  $800. 

These  comprise  all  the  circuits  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  Webster  County,  and  give  a 
combined  membership  of  572  and  fifty- eight  pro- 
bationers. Some  of  the  circuits  include  one  or  two 
classes  in  adjoining  counties.  The  several  organi- 
zations within  the  county  belonging  to  this  denom- 
ination are  locally  named  as  follows:  Ash  Creek, 
Penney  Creek,  Hummel' s  Appointment,  Walnut 
Creek,  Inavale,  New  Virginia,  Bladen,  Blue  Hill, 
Cowles,  Elm  Creek,  Francis  School-house,  Pleas- 
ant Ridge,  Honnicut,  Amboy,  Pleasant  Hill,  Guide 
Rock,  Wells'  Neighborhood  and  Red  Cloud — 
eighteen  in  all. 

Soon  after  the  arrival  of  Rev.  Wells,  in  1871, 
he  organized  the  Penney  Creek  Church,  and  on 
May  11,  1872,  he  organized  the  Red  Cloud  society, 
and  the  same  year  he  organized  the  Ash  Creek 
class.  Among  the  early  members  of  the  Red  Cloud 
Church  were  J.  W.  Burtis  and  wife,  Jacob  Pot- 
ter, Joseph  Morehouse,  D.  Richardson,  B.  H. 
Gray,  Peter  Grawburg,  A.  L.  Burton  and  William 
Van  Dyke.  In  1873  the  Methodists  procured  six 
lots  in  Red  Cloud,  and  in  1878  a  frame  church 
building,  costing  over  12,000,  was  erected  thereon. 
It  was  dedicated,  on  September  22,  by  Rev.  Ed- 
ward Thompson,  free  from  debt.  This  biiilding 
was  blown  down  and  destroyed  in  the  cyclone  of 
June  10,  1879,  and  in  due  time  thereafter  the 
present  frame  edifice  was  erected. 


The  constituent  members  of  the  Ash  Creek 
Church  were  C.  C.  Coon,  James  B.  Chapin,  John 
Street,  McCartney,  James  Harris  and  their  wives, 
Mrs.  Charles  H.  Smith,  Mrs.  White  and  Spencer 
Andrus  and  wife.  Their  first  church  building  was 
a  log  cabin  built  on  Section  30,  in  what  is  now  Gar- 
field Township,  and  their  present  fi'ame  church 
stands  on  Section  10,  in  the  same  township.  It 
was  dedicated  July  19,  1887,  by  Rev.  Lewis.  It 
cost  $1,200  and  is  entirely  free  of  debt. 

The  first  Methodist  society  in  the  vicinity  of 
Guide  Rock  was  organized  in  1 873  in  the  Ghoarche 
school-house,  about  two  miles  northwest  of  that 
village.  Mrs.  Milner,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ghoarche, 
Peter  Grawburg  and  wife,  Mrs.  Bills,  Hester  Bald- 
win and  Mrs.  Newton  Smith  were  among  the  con- 
stituent members.  About  the  same  time,  or  soon 
afterward,  a  class  was  organized  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Republican  River,  in  the  southeast  part  of 
the  county.  In  1875  this  and  the  Ghoarche  class 
united  and  established  their  church  in  Guide  Rock. 
Their  present  church  edifice,  a  neat  frame  house, 
was  completed  in  1885. 

In  1872  or  1873  Father  Lechleitner,  of  the  Ro- 
man Catholic  Church,  began  to  hold  services  in  the 
log  cabin  of  William  E.  Jackson,  in  Red  Cloud. 
Here  he  continued  at  intervals  of  three  or  four 
months  for  about  two  years.  He  lived  at  Crete. 
Meanwhile  a  church  organization  was  effected  by 
the  congregating  of  the  families  of  William  E. 
Jackson,  James  La  Due,  Thomas  McCartney, 
Henry  McConnel,  James  and  Mert  Murphey,  John 
Devlin  and  Victor  Detour.  Services  continued  to 
be  held  in  the  house  of  Mr.  Jackson,  and  occa- 
sionally in  the  house  of  some  other  member  until 
the  present  church  edifice  was  constructed.  This 
is  a  brick  building,  erected  about  1882  or  1883,  in 
Jackson's  addition,  at  a  cost  of  $1,500.  The  origi- 
nal families  attending  this  church  were  about  ten 
in  number.  Some  of  them  came  quite  a  distance 
from  Guide  Rock,  from  Wheatland,  the  French  set- 
tlement in  the  northwest  part  of  the  coimty,  and 
from  the  southwest  part  of  the  county.  There  are 
now  from  twenty-two  to  twenty-five  families  num- 
bered among  the  regular  attendants.  Following 
Father  Lechleitner,   Father   Glauber  came    from 
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Hastings  at  intervals  for  about  two  j'ears;  then 
Father  Simon,  also  from  Hastings,  about  a  year; 
then  came  Father  Rhulier,  about  a  year;  then 
Father  J.  A.  Fanning,  from  Orleans,  served  about 
three  years.  He  was  followed  by  Father  Clery, 
from  the  same  place,  who  served  about  four  years, 
and  he  by  Father  John  Lawless,  also  from  Orleans. 
Father  Schraffle,  who  now  officiates,  began  his 
ministry  early  in  1889.  This  is  the  pioneer  Roman 
Catholic  Church  in  Webster  County. 

There  is  a  Roman  Catholic  Church  at  Blue 
Hill  with  a  frame  edifice  which  cost  aboiit  $700. 
This  church  now  has  no  priest,  but  the  members 
are  negotiating  for  a  resident  priest,  to  live  in  the 
parsonage  which  they  are  preparing  to  build. 
There  is  also  a  Roman  Catholic  Church  in  what  is 
known  as  the  French  settlement  in  the  northwest 
part  of  the  coianty. 

By  and  under  the  advice  of  Rev.  J.  N.  Webb  a 
few  members  of  the  Regular  Baptist  denomination 
met  July  27,  1873,  at  the  school-house  in  Guide 
Rock  district,  about  a  mile  east  of  the  present  vil- 
lage, and  organized  "  The  First  Baptist  Church  of 
Gtiide  Rock,"  it  being  also  the  first  Baptist  Church 
in  Webster  County.  The  constituent  members  of 
the  church  were  Mesdames  Lucia  Sabin,  Sue  Mc- 
Bride,  Lydia  K.  Bailey,  Alda  Bailey,  Amelia  J. 
Smith,  Hattie  Lattin,  Hannah  Garber,  Miss  M.  C. 
Tyler,  J.  B.  Page  and  wife,  Edgar  Lattin  and  J. 
E.  Smith.  Bro.  Smith  was  elected  deacon  and 
Bro.  Lattin  church  clerk.  Rev.  Thomas  Muslow 
become  the  first  pastor,  who  agreed  to  preach  a 
year  for  $100.  During  the  winter  of  1873-74  a 
series  of  meetings  were  held  by  Rev.  Miixlow,  re- 
sulting in  much  religious  interest  with  some  con- 
versions and  some  accessions  to  the  church.  In 
the  spring  of  1874  delegates  were  appointed  to 
visit  representatives  from 'other  churches  in  Web- 
ster and  Franklin  Counties,  at  Riverton,  in  the 
latter  county,  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  an  as- 
sociation. 

In  the  spring  of  1877  Rev.  James  Mcintosh,  of 
Franklin  County,  became  pastor,  and  served  one 
year.  Rev.  George  O.  Yeiser  served  as  pastor 
from  the  spring  of  1878  to  October,  1881,  when 
he  resigned.      Elder  L.  T.  Jones  became  pastor  in 


the  spring  of  1882.  He  was  succeeded  in  the  fall 
of  that  year  by  Elder  Taggart,  who  served  to  the 
fall  of  1883.  He  was  followed  for  a  time  by  Elder 
George  H.  Brown.      In  December,  1885,  Rev.   E. 

A.  Abbott  became  pastor  and  served  tintil  the  fol- 
lowing November.  He  was  then  followed  for  one 
year  by  Elder  J.  D.  Stapp.  The  present  pastor, 
Rev.  George  O.  Yeiser,  began  his  work  in  Jan- 
uary, 1890.  The  church  has  about  thirty  mem- 
bers. The  lots  on  which  the  present  church  edi- 
fice now  stands  in  Guide  Rock  were  donated  by  the 
Lincoln  Land  Company,  and  the  building,  a  frame, 
was  completed  in  1880  at  a  cost  of  $773.  It  was 
dedicated  on  September  24,  of  that  year,  by  Elders 
R.  W.  Connelly  and  J.  W.  Osborn.  A  union  Sun- 
day-school was  organized  in  the  Guide  Rock  school 
district  about  sis  months  before  this  church  was  or- 
ganized. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  of  Red  Cloud  was 
organized  June  10,  1876,  on  which  occasion  dele- 
gates were  present  from  six  sister  churches,  viz. : 
Walnut  Creek,  Riverton,  Bloomington,  Macon, 
Guide  Rock  and  Union.  The  constituent  members 
were  John  W.  Hall,  Lucy  J.  Hall,  B.  B.  Crandall, 
S.  A.  Crandall,  Mary  E.  Fisher.  Sarah  L.  Fisher, 
Laura  Barber,  Sue  R.  McBride,  Laura  Dixon,  S. 
C.  Calvert  and  C.  W.  Springer.  At  a  covenant 
meeting  held  July  8,  following,  C.  VV.  Springer 
and  John  W.  Hall  were   elected  deacons,  and  B. 

B.  Crandall,  church  clerk.  Rev.  J.  T.  Milner  was 
the  tir.st  pastor  and  served  until  the  spring  of 
1878.  Rev.  George  O.  Yeiser  was  then  engaged 
and  officiated  as  pastor  until  May  1,  1883,  wheQ 
he  resigned  on  account  of  poor  health,  but  being  a 
resident,  he  continued  to  labor  for  the  church,  and 
did  much  toward  securing  the  erection  of  the  pres- 
ent church  edifice.  In  August,  1884,  Rev.  George 
H.  Brown  accepted  a  call  from  the  church,  and 
served  as  its  pastor  for  the  next  two  years.  In 
November,  1886,  Rev.  F.  M.  Williams  accepted  a 
call  and  served  as  pastor  of  the  church  until  April, 
1888,  when  his  resignation  was  accepted.  Rev. 
A.  W.  Snider  accepted  a  call  and  preached  one 
year  from  April  1,  1889.  At  this  writing  [May, 
1890]  the  church  has  no  regular  pastor. 

Rev.  George  O.  Yeiser,  who  has  resided  in  Red 
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Cloud  ever  since  he  was  first  engaged  as  pastor  of 
the  church,  has  always  been  on  hand,  and  has 
preached  and  kept  up  the  services  on  all  occasions 
when  the  church  had  no  regular  minister,  willingly 
performing  much  labor  for  which  he  received  no 
salary.  The  salary  paid  pastors  has  Iteen  raised 
from  $125,  paid  the  first  year,  to  $700,  paid  the 
last  year.  The  membership  of  this  church,  as  per 
report  made  September  12,  1889,  was  fifty-five, 
and  the  church  edifice  and  grounds  were  valued  at 
$3,000.  The  church  edifice  was  built  in  1884,  and 
dedicated  July  13  of  that  year,  on  which  occasion 
Kev.  W.  B.  Connelly  preached  a  very  able  sermon. 
The  building,  which  is  a  substantial  frame,  cost 
about  $2,300,  and  when  it  was  dedicated,  the  in- 
debtedness thereon,  $959,  was  secured  and  the 
church  freed  from  debt.  A  Simd ay  school  has 
nearly  always  l)een  kept  up  in  connection  with  the 
church,  and  the  report  above  referred  to  gave  it 
thirteen  teachers  and  eighty-two  scholars. 

Mount  Carmel  Baptist  Church,  at  Bladen,  was 
organized  in  April,  1889.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Springer, 
Mrs.  Serl,  Mrs.  Shellhammer  and  William  Milner, 
having  withdrawn  from  Prairie  Grove  Church, 
formed  a  society  at  Bladen,  and  they,  with  Mrs. 
Susan  Monroe,  Miss  Monroe,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John 
Perham  and  Mrs.  Angeline  Wilson,  were  the  original 
members  of  the  church.  The  first  meeting  looking 
to  the  organization  was  held  in  the  G.  A.  R.  Hall, 
and  resulted  in  a  church  society.  Miss  Monroe 
was  made  clerk,  and  Mrs.  Monroe  treasurer.  The 
trustees  were  S.  B.  Thorne,  W.  E.  Thorne,  N. 
Springer,  William  Milner  and  John  Perham.  On 
June  7,  1889,  steps  were  taken  to  erect  a  church 
edifice,  and  the  building  committee  appointed:  N. 
Springer,  L.  B.  Thorne  and  John  Perham.  The 
corner-stone  was  laid  that  day.  A  frame  building 
was  erected,  26x50  feet,  at  a  cost  of  $1,524,  seating 
and  all,  and  the  present  membership  numbers  eight- 
een. Services  are  held  every  Sabbath,  and  the 
pastor  in  charge  is  Elder  Ingham.  The  church 
sustains  a  Sunday-school,  with  an  average  of  fifty 
scholars.  Mrs.  Springer  has  bent  every  energy  to 
further  the  interests  of  the  church,  and  has  walked 
many  miles  during  the  hot  summer  months  to  solicit 
subscriptions  for  the  enterprise. 


The  first  Congregational  Church  at  Red  Cloud 
was  organized  Augiist  15,  1874,  by  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  Congregational  Churches  of  Batin  and 
Inavale,  upon  the  presentation  of  the  following  cer- 
tificate: "  This  is  to  certify  that  we,  the  undersigned 
members  of  the  Congregational  Churches  of  Batin 
and  Inavale,  approve  of  the  organization  of  a  Con- 
gregational Church  at  Red  Cloud,  W'ebster  County, 
Neb. ,  and  request  that  our  names  be  entered  on  the 
record  as  members  of  said  church.  Dated  at  Batin 
and  Inavale,  respectively,  August  8,  1874.  Signed 
by  the  following  named  members:  Joseph  Cham- 
bers, Thomas  P.  Brown,  I.  W.  Brown,  Simeon 
Brown,  James  A.  Chambers,  Deborah  Brown,  Re- 
becca Brown,  Nancy  Chambers,  James  H.  Brown, 
Rizpah  Brown,  Mary  E.  Brown  and  John  N.  Brown, 
of  Batin ;  and  L.  H.  Luce,  A.  B.  Luce,  George 
Gibbons,  E.  H.  Jones,  Sarah  Jones,  Sarah  Ann 
Groat,  D.  L.  Groat,  Nancy  Beck,  William  A.  Beck, 
J.  S.  Hunter,  Jane  Stager  and  William  Wilson,  of 
Inavale;  Rev.  A.  Maxwell  (who  organized  the 
church),  and  J.  Q.  Potter  and  wife  and  Agnes  E. 
McCall  weie  received  by  letter. 

The  ministers  of  the  church  have  served  as 
follows:  Abraham  Maxwell  from  August  15,  1874, 
to  April,  1879;  George  Bent,  from  February  22, 
1879,  to  November  9,  1881;  Q.  C.  Todd,  from 
June  17,  1S82,  to  June  17,  1884;  J.  G.  Aikman, 
from  June  1,  1885,  to  September  1,  1886;  M.  C. 
Butler,  from  October  2,  1886,  to  October  17,  1S88. 
The  pastor  at  this  date,  April,  1890,  is  Rev.  C.  E. 
Taggart,  and  the  membership  is  sixty-nine.  R. 
M.  Cochrane  is  superintendent  of  the  Sunday- 
school.  The  church  edifice,  a  neat  frame  building, 
was  put  up  in  1880. 

The  Congregational  Church  at  Cowles  was  or- 
ganized November  28,  1SS3,  by  a  council  from 
neighboring  churches  at  Franldin,  Red  Cloud, 
Bloomington  and  Hastings.  The  constituent  mem- 
bers were  Charles  T.  Putnam,  Frank  C.  Hall, 
Henry  J.  Sheldon.  Willis  D.  Gillette,  Charles  M. 
Brown,  Mrs.  Mary  M.  Brown,  David  Orr,  Mrs. 
Isabell,  E.  S.  Reed,  Mrs.  Mary  Reed,  William  H. 
Stearn,  Mrs.  Lizzie  Stearn,  Jane  Putnam  and 
eleven  others.  The  pastors  have  been  Revs. 
Alfred   Martinis,    from    March    1,   1884,   to   same 
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time  in  1885:  William  D.  Page,  from  March  20, 
1885,  to  October  19,  188S;  Henry  D.  Piatt,  the 
present  pastor,  from  November,  1888.  The  pres- 
ent church  edifice,  a  frame,  costing  when  furnished 
1852.25,  was  constructed  in  1885-8(5,  and  dedicated 
June  20,  1886,  by  Eev.  J.  L.  Maile,  of  Omaha.  The 
present  membership  is  tifty-two.  This  church  be- 
longs to  the  Eepublican  Valley  Association  of 
Congregational  Churches  and  ministers.  It  grew 
out  of  a  Sunday-school  organized  in  Cowles  by 
Rev.  J.  D.  Stewart,  of  Hastings,  in  the  spring  of 

1883.  It  has  had  an  interesting,  though  not  re- 
markable history,  and  has  accomplished  great  good. 
It  is  in  a  healthy,  harmonious  and  prosperous  con- 
dition. George  A.  Harris  is  clerk  and  treasurer, 
and  C.  E.  Putnam,  Sunday-school  superintendent. 

This  denomination  has  an  organization  anil  a 
fine  frame  church  edifice  at  Bladen. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  at  Red  Cloud  was 
organized  about  the  year  1876,  by  Rev.  John 
Fleming,  formerly  of  Illinois.  Ther^  were  only  a 
few  constituent  members,  and  none  of  them  now 
remain.  Following  the  organization  Rev.  Fleming 
preached  occasionally  for  a  short  time.  Rev.  James 
Price  was  the  first  regular  pastor.  He  was  fol- 
lowed by  Rev.  J.  Middleton.  Rev.  John  K.  Har- 
ris was  pastor  from  1882  to  1884.  The  church 
edifice,  a  frame  building  costing  about  $2,200,  was 
erected  during  his  ministry,  and  was  dedicated  in 

1884.  Afterward  Rev.  McMecum  was  pastor  for  a 
short  time,  and  Rev.  H.  A.  Pond  was  j)astor  for 
about  eighteen  months  prior  to  the  fall  of  1887. 
Prior  to  the  fall  of  1889,  Rev.  Fox  served  as  pastor 
about  three  months.  Since  that  time  the  church 
has  had  no  pastor.  The  society  has  not  been 
formally  disbanded,  but  services  have  been  discon- 
tinued, and  the  membership  is  so  small  that  it  can 
scarcely  be  said  to  have  an  existence. 

The  Episcopal  Church  in  Red  Cloud  was  organ- 
ized early  in  1879,  by  Rev.  Love,  of  Hastings. 
Samuel  Smith,  the  principal  mover  in  the  organiza- 
tion, George  Barker,  Mrs.  R.  A.  Barker,  Mrs.  Silas 
Garber,  Mrs.  Roby  and  Mrs.  A.  J.  Kinney  were 
among  the  original  members.  They  worshiped  in 
the  Methodist  Church,  and  Rev.  Love  continued 
to  preach  for  them  until  that  church  blew  down  in 


the  cyclone  of  June  10,  1879.  The  church  was 
then  without  a  pastor  for  two  or  three  years.  After- 
ward Rev.  Weatherby  from  Indiana,  officiated  as 
pastor  about  a  year,  and  Rev.  Crockett  was  pastor 
in  1883,  when  the  present  church  edifice  was 
erected.  Rev.  Fulforth  served  as  pastor  from  1886 
to  1888,  and  since  then  the  church  has  had  no  reg- 
ular pastor,  but  has  been  supplied  occasionally  with 
preaching.  Gov.  Garber  donated  the  ground  on 
which  the  church  stands,  estimating  it  at  $300. 
The  edifice  is  a  neat  frame  building,  and  cost  about 
$1,200.  At  present  the  church  has  a  membership 
of  from  thirty-five  to  forty.  A  Sunday-school  was 
sustained  when  the  church  was  supplied  with  a 
minister. 

The  Christiau  Church  of  Red  Cloud  was  organ- 
ized in  June,  1886.  by  R.  C.  Barrow,  an  evangel- 
ist, with  M.  B.  Edelman  and  wife,  S.  S.  Spokes- 
field  and  wife,  B.  F.  Mizer  and  wife  and  Mrs.  L. 
H.  Fort  as  constituent  members.  Elder  Clark 
Barnes  was  the  first  pastor,  and  preached  about  six 
months.  George  Clark  was  pastor  for  a  few  months 
in  1887,  and  the  church  was  then  without  a  regu- 
lar pastor  until  the  spring  of  1889,  after  which  G. 
W.  Garner  of  Beloit,  Kas.,  came  and  preached 
once  a  month  up  to  February,  1890.  The  church 
edifice,  a  frame  building,  was  erected  in  the  fall 
of  1889,  and  dedicated  February  16,  1890.  F.  M. 
Rains  of  Topeka,  Kas.,  preached  the  dedicatory 
sermon,  and  secured  the  necessary  amount  of 
funds,  $1,400,  to  clear  the  organization  from  debt. 
The  cost  of  the  lots,  the  building  and  seats  was 
$3,300.      Immediately  following  the  dedication,  R. 

C.  Barrow  and  William  Winters  held  a  series  of 
meetings,  continuing  for  some  weeks,  which  re- 
sulted in  the  addition  of  thirty- nine  members  to 
the  church.  William  Winters  was  then  employed 
as  pastor  for  the  ensuing  year,  commencing  early 
in  Aj^ril.  The  church  membership  is  now  about  100. 
The  Sunday-school  under  the  superintendency  of 

D.  Frank  Parker  is  well  attended,  and  the  good 
work  is  fairly  j)rogressing.  ; 

The  Christians  have  an  organization  at  Blue 
Hill,  but  no  church  building. 

The  German  Baptists,  commonly  called  "Dunk- 
ards,"  have  an  organization  on  Ash  Creek.        Rev. 
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Wagner,  the  present  minister,  liis  wife  and  his 
father  and  mother,  John  Wagner  and  wife,  Da- 
vid Wagner  and  wife,  and  Mrs.  Bryant  were 
among  the  earlie.st  members  of  this  society.  They 
have  no  church  building,  but  worship  in  the  school- 
house,  about  a  mile  south  of  the  Ash  Creek  Meth- 
odist Church.  This  denomination  strenuously  con- 
tends that  the  only  true  mode  of  baptism  is  by 
immersion  three  times,  face  forward,  once  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  once  in  the  name  of  the  Son, 
and  once  in  the  name  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  the  Presbyterians 
have  an  organization  at  Blue  Hill,  and  a  church 
edifice— frame — which  cost  about  $1,100.  Rev. 
W.  W.  Morton  is  the  resident  pastor. 

The  First  German-Evangelical  Zion's  Church  of 
Red  Cloud  was  organized  January  7,  1884,  with 
the  following  constituent  members:  August,  Fred, 
and  Carl  Woberman,  C.  Albrecht,  William  Moede, 
Charles  Fahndrick  and  seven  others.  Rev.  Charles 
Schubkegel  was  pastor  of  the  church  from  its  organ- 
ization to  March  31,  1889,  and  since  that  time  Rev. 
H.  Dannenfeldt  has  been  pastor,  and  is  serving  as 
such  for  .f  100  per  year.  The  present  members  are 
Chr.  Albrecht,  Aug.  and  Fred.  Woberman,  J. 
and  A.  and  B.  Ring.  A.  Heyde,  C.  Doose,  J.  T. 
Jessen,  A.  Prill,  E.  Welsch,  R.  Schultz  and  A. 
Stumme.  The  church  house,  a  frame  24x30  feet, 
situated  on  Lots  13  and  14,  in  Block  21,  original 
town,  was  dedicated  June  9,  1884,  clear  of  debt. 
There  is  also  an  organization  of  this  denomination 
with  a  comfortable  frame  church  building  at  Blue 
Hill,  with  the  same  pastor  as  the  foregoing. 

The  Friends  or  Quakers  have  a  church  organiza- 
tion four  miles  southeast  of  Cowles.  Rev.  Stee- 
ley  is  their  pastor. 

The  first  camp-meeting  grounds  in  Webster 
County  were  cleared  on  Penney  Creek,  in  August, 
1872,  by  Rev.  Budd  Penney,  the  first  local  preacher 
in  the  county,  George  W.  Hummel  and  James  Ro- 
mine.  On  this  occasion  a  buffalo  passed  by,  and 
Rev.  Penney  and  Mr.  Hummel  mounted  their  horses 
and  made  chase.  They  had  one  dog  which  also 
took  part  in  the  sport.  Having  driven  the  animal 
four  miles  east,  he  stopped  and  showed  fight  with 
the  dog,  and  in  the  encounter  got  into  a  small  cut 


or  ravine  where  the  dog  kept  him  at  bay,  while  the 
riders  hitched  their  horses.  They  had  lost  their 
ammunition  in  the  chase,  and  consequently  had  no 
available  arms,  so  they  gathered  rocks  and  stoned 
the  animal  until  he  became  weak,  when  Rev.  Pen- 
ney caught  and  held  him  by  the  horns  and  Hummel 
cut  his  throat  with  his  pocket  knife.  They  then 
the  animal  and  carried  the  beef  to  their 


The  first  camp-meeting  was  held  on  the  gi'ounds 
fitted  up  on  Penney  Creek,  the  same  month,  where 
the  early  settlers  came  from  far  and  near  to  wor- 
ship God  in  the  native  forest.  Another  meeting 
was  held  there  the  next  year,  and  then  for  two  or 
three  years  following  camp-meetings  were  held  near 
Red  Cloud,  on  the  Republican  River.  Since  then 
camp-meetings  have  not  been  held  within  the 
county.  The  first  Sunday-school  in  the  county  was 
organized  in  Red  Cloud,  in  the  summer  of  1872, 
in  the  little  log-cabin  used  as  the  court-house  and 
clerk's  office.  The  first  Sunday-school  convention 
in  Webster  County  was  organized  at  Red  Cloud, 
June  12,  1874,  by  electing  Rev.  A.  Wells  chair- 
man and  C.  W.  Springer,  secretary. 

Webster  County  has  been  visited  by  a  few  very 
severe  storms.  The  "Great  Easter  Storm"  of 
1872  commenced  on  the  night  of  April  12  of  that 
year  and  continued  until  the  15th.  It  was  not  very 
cold,  but  a  dense  snow-storm  prevailed  with  a  heavy 
pressure  of  wind.  The  snow  was  moist,  and  its 
density  was  so  great  that  one  could  not  see  a  house 
through  it  at  a  distance  of  100  feet.  People  who 
were  absent  from  home  when  the  storm  came  on, 
had  to  remain  away  until  it  was  over.  Mr.  Will- 
iam Fent,  living  on  Indian  Creek,  happened  to  be 
absent  from  his  residence,  working  for  W.  N.  Rich- 
ardson at  Red  Cloud.  Before  the  storm  ceased, 
his  wife  started  out  with  her  child  to  seek  her  hus- 
band, and  when  the  storm  was  over,  she  and  the 
child  were  found  dead  in  a  snow  bank.  On  this 
occasion  the  snow  continued  to  fall  for  forty- eight 
hours  without  ceasing.  Travel  was  impossible. 
Notwithstanding  the  storm's  severity,  no  human 
beings  other  than  those  mentioned  perished  in 
Webster  County.  Some,  however,  lost  their  lives 
in  adjoining  territory. 
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A  considerable  number  of  cattle  out  on  the  open 
prairies  for  miles  north  of  the  Republican  River 
were  driven  southward  down  the  declining  plain 
and  into  the  river,  where  they  perished.  The  winter 
prior  to  this  storm  had  not  been  unusually  severe, 
and  the  spring  had  opened  early,  the  weather  had 
become  warm  and  pleasant,  and  vegetation  was  far 
advanced. 

The  next  great  storm  worthy  of  note  occurred 
in  March,  1875,  and  was  described  as  follows  in 
the  Red  Cloud  Chief,  issued  on  the  31st  of  that 
month: 

"Last  Thursday  evening  about  5  o'clock,  a  long 
line  of  black-looking  clouds  was  observed  on  the 
western  horizon,  betokening  the  approach  of  a 
storm,  but  there  was  nothing  in  the  appearance 
that  attracted  any  attention,  more  than  a  passing 
glance,  and  the  remark  that  it  might  rain  before 
morning.  About  6  o'clock,  however,  the  atmos 
phere  was  suddenly  filled  with  dust  and  sand,  and 
a  hurricane  swept  through  with  a  velocity  never 
before  experienced  in  the  valley,  if  in  the  State. 
There  was  not  a  minute's  warning  before  it  was 
almost  as  dark  as  midnight;  the  force  of  the  wind 
and  the  flying  gravel,  sand  and  dust  made  it  im- 
possible to  stand  an  instant  before  it,  and  those 
who  were  unfortunate  enough  to  be  out  were 
obliged  to  lie  down  or  seek  a  shelter  by  flying  with 
the  wind.  The  fury  of  the  hurricane  lasted  about 
half  an  hour.  Nearly  every  one  on  the  main  streets 
managed  to  get  to  the  store  of  Garber  &  Company, 
which  building  was  considered  the  safest,  though 
some  took  shelter  in  other  and  to  them  more  avail- 
able places.  Buildings  shook  and  tottered,  as  if 
about  to  be  torn  to  pieces,  and  the  alarm  was  fear- 
ful. The  afternoon  had  been  so  pleasant  and  spring- 
like that  almost  everybody  was  out,  and  a  large 
party  of  ladies  were  at  Mrs.  McNitt's.  Of  course 
no  one  could  get  home,  and  there  were  many  anx- 
ious hearts  during  the  short  time  the  wind  was  at 
its  height. 

"Three  times  a  fire  was  started  on  the  east 
side  of  the  shoe  shop  or  near  Mr.  Lutz's  dwelling, 
which  was  promptly  extinguished,  in  the  first  case 
by  William  N.  Richardson,  and  then  by  others. 
At  that  juncture,  if  a  tire  had  got  fairly  under  way. 


the  entire  town  would  have  been  destroyed.  As 
the  tempest  began  to  abate,  it  was  discovered  that 
to  the  north  the  prairies  were  on  fire,  and  a  widen- 
ing circle  of  light  could  be  seen  advancing  with 
the  rapidity  of  a  race  horse,  until  suddenly  the 
blazing  flames  burst  in  full  view  and  showed  to  its 
fullest  extent  the  horrors  of  the  situation.  Fortu 
nately  for  the  town,  the  wind  slightly  changed,  but 
enough  to  turn  the  direction  of  the  fire,  and  instead 
of  jumping  the  creek  to  the  north,  it  swe])t  down 
the  ridge  east  of  the  creek,  and  passed  through  the 
bottom  lands  to  the  river,  where  its  course  was 
checked.  In  some  places  the  flames  were  lifted  up 
and  carried  bodily  for  some  distance,  when  they 
would  strike  the  earth  again,  leaving  strips  of  grass 
unsinged.  A  large  number  of  persons  narrowly 
escaped  being  caught  by  the  burning  prairies. 

"All  day  on  Friday  and  Saturday  reports  of 
the  destruction  of  houses  and  property  throughout 
the  county  were  brought  in.  The  greatest  number 
of  losses  consisted  of  stables  and  contents,  there 
generally  being  more  litter  and  combustible  ma- 
terial lying  about  them.  Josiah  Caaebeer,  one 
mile  ea.st  of  town,  lost  his  stable,  considerable 
grain,  a  number  of  hogs,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
wood.  Dr.  Head  lost  stable,  some  grain,  two  large 
stacks  of  hay,  and  about  forty  rods  of  valuable 
fence.  Charles  Teachworth,  on  Indian  Creek,  lost 
stable,  hay  and  grain  of  considerable  value,  a  span 
of  horses,  harness  and  agricultural  imialements. 
His  house  caught  fire  also,  but  was  saved  by  hard 
work.  Mrs.  Fisher,  in  the  same  neighborhood, 
lost  hay,  sheds  and  other  property.  William  Ben- 
son, also  of  Indian  Creek,  lost  stable,  with  one 
horse,  harness,  agricultural  imjilements,  lumber, 
rails,  posts,  etc.  C.  L.  Brockman,  living  sis  miles 
north  of  Red  Cloud,  lost  his  house  and  contents, 
and  his  stables — there  being  no  one  at  home  but 
some  children,  the  olaest  of  whom  was  a  girl  about 
fifteen  years  of  age.  C.  W.  Fuller,  living  near 
Elm  Creek,  lost  everything — house,  stables,  team 
— nothing  about  the  place  being  saved.  Peter 
Donolly,  in  the  same  neighborhood,  had  his  house 
burned,  and  lost  his  team  in  Mr.  Peck's  stable, 
which  was  also  burned.  Mrs.  Donolly  was  in  the 
act  of  putting  her  two  little  girls  into  bed  when 
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the  fire  struck  the  house,  but  saved  their  lives  and 
her  own  by  fleeing  with  them  to  a  dug  oiit.  Every- 
thing in  the  house  was  destroyed,  even  to  the  family 
clothing.  The  stable  of  C.  D.  Peck  was  burned, 
with  two  hogs,  and  the  team  of  Mr.  Donolly  above 
mentioned.  David  Ralston  lost  stable,  hay  and 
harness.  Charles  Potter  and  E.  B.  Pierce  also  lost 
stables,  stock  and  other  property.  In  the  western 
part  of  the  county,  on  Farmers'  Creek,  Allen  T. 
Ayers  lost  stable  and  hay,  and  Charles  Thompson 
a  horse  that  was  in  the  stable.  The  house  and  stable 
of  Mr.  Riddle,  with  all  their  contents,  were  destroyed. 
Charles  Hunter  lost  eight  head  of  cattle,  burned  on 
the  prairie.  William  Carter,  Mr.  Kincaid,  William 
Baker,  the  latter  living  northeast  of  Red  Cloud,  lost 
stables  and  other  property.  The  wind  itself  did 
but  little  damage,  but  the  fires  spread  by  the  wind 
wrought  havoc.  Much  property  in  addition  to  that 
enumerated  was  destroyed." 

Another  great  storm,  and  the  most  severe  of 
all,  but  not  so  widespread,  was  the  one  that 
wrecked  the  town  of  Red  Cloud  in  the  summer  of 
1879,  an  account  of  which  appears  with  the  history 
of  the  town. 

Since  the  organization  of  Webster  County,  its 
citizens  have  not  been  called  upon  to  engage  in 
any  war,  but  many  of  them — especially  the  ma- 
jority of  the  first  settlers — have  stood  in  the  "  front 
rank  of  danger's  dark  career,"  and  heroically 
fought  the  battles  of  their  country.  There  are, 
at  this  writing,  at  least  three  survivors  of  the 
Mexican  Wajc  within  the  county,  viz. :  William  E. 
Jackson,  Capt.  L.  F.  Mnnsell  and  a  Mr.  Andrews. 

A  very  large  peicentage  of  the  heads  of  fami- 
lies within  the  county  are  Union  survivors  of  the 
Civil  War  of  18G1-65.  Quite  a  number  of  these 
men  assembled  at  Red  Cloud  on  September  6, 
1879,  and  organized  "The  Republican  Valley 
Union  Soldiers'  and  Sailors'  Association,"  with  R. 
B.  Fulton,  as  president;  D.  Lutz,  vice-president; 
M.  B.  McNitt,  secretary,  and  G.  W.  Knight,  treas- 
urer. The  object  was  set  out  in  the  constitution 
adopted,  as  follows: 

"  The  object  of  this  association  is,  that  we, 
who  in  the  war  for  the  Union,  left  our  homes 
and  firesides,    and  endured  together  the  fatigues 


and  sufferings  incident  to  the  battle  field,  the 
march,  the  hospital  and  the  prison  pens  of  the 
South,  may  di-aw  closer  about  us  that  union  of 
heart  and  mind  that  arises  from  the  memory  of 
joint  labor  and  fellow  suffering,  do  honor  to  those 
of  our  brothers  who  fell  in  the  strife,  by  cherish 
ing  their  memory,  awaken  anew  our  love  for  our 
country,  and  dedicate  ourselves  in  peace,  as  we 
dedicated  our  bodies  in  war,  to  its  sustenance  and 
honor. ' ' 

The  oificers  of  the  association  were  made  to 
consist  of  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary, 
treasurer  and  executive  committee,  to  be  elected 
annually,  on  July  4. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  members  who  signed 
the  constitution:  R.  B.  Fulton,  Company  B,  First 
Iowa  Cavalry;  David  Lutz,  Company  I,  Second 
Iowa  Cavalry;  G.  W.  Knight,  Company  C,  Third 
Minnesota  Infantry;  E.  W.  Edson,  Company  I, 
First  Pennsylvania  Rifles;  W.  W^.  Harvey,  Com- 
pany A,  Third  Wisconsin  Infantry;  John  Harvey, 
Company  M,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry ;  W.J.  Tur- 
ner, Company  G,  Fifth  Missouri  Cavalry;  Samuel 
McMinn,  Company  I,  Second  Pennsylvania  Artil- 
lery; E.  T.  Fearn,  Company  I,  Sixth  Wisconsin 
Infantry;  C.  A.  Van  Horn,  Company  H,  Sixteenth 
Michigan  Infantry;  A.  W.  Holmgrain,  Company 
H,  Twentieth  Iowa  Infantry;  F.  Houchin,  Com- 
pany H,  Fifty-second  Kentucky  Mounted  Infantry; 

C.  L.  Brockman,  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Iowa  In- 
fantry; W.  H.  Strohm,  Company  C,  One  Hundred 
and  Ninety-second,  Pennsylvania  Infantry ;  Samuel 
Witt.  Company  F,  Seventh  Indiana  Infantry;  Silas 
Garber,  Company  D,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa  Infan- 
try; L.  F.  Munsell,  Company  H,  Eighth  Wisconsin 
Eagle  Regiment  Infantry;  D.  G.  Harvey,  Com- 
pany G,  Eighth  Wisconsin  Eagle  Regiment  In- 
fantry; T.  J.  Morrow,  Company  D,  Thirteenth 
Wisconsin  Infantry;  J.  H.  Helton,  Company  B, 
Seventh  Indiana  Infantry;  H.  W.  Ross,   Company 

D,  Twelfth  Iowa  Infantry;  John  McCullom,  Com- 
pany D,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry;  B.  H.  Frence, 
Company  F,  Eighty-fourth  Illinois  Infantry;  Dan- 
iel Hilkey,  Company  E,  Thirtieth  Indiana  Infan- 
try; R.  B.  Kelley,  Company  B,  Twenty-fourth 
Illinois  Infantry;  J.   Q.   Potter,  Company  A,  Sec- 
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ond  Iowa  Cavalry;  W.  H.  Wilkison,  Company  C, 
Second  Wisconsin  -Cavalry;  A.  T.  Ayers,  Thirty- 
first  Iowa  Infantry;  D.  S.  Lewis,  Company  B, 
Twelfth  Ohio  Cavalry;  A.  Calmus,  Company  A, 
Twenty-first  Illinois  Infantry;  Richard  Turner, 
Company  B,  Eleventh  Missouri  Cavalry;  S.  B. 
Bierce,  Company  F,  Thirteenth  Michigan  Infan- 
try; D.  C.  Burt,  Company  B,  Sixth  Regular 
United  States  Infantry;  J.  W.  Warren,  Company 
H,  Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry;  Joseph  Garber,  Com- 
pany D,  Twenty- seventh  Iowa  Infantry;  D.  J. 
Judson,  Company  I,  Twenty-sixth  New  York  In- 
fantry; J.  M.  Sellers,  Company  D,  Eleventh  Wis- 
consin Infantry;  M.  B.  McNitt,  Company  G, 
Nineteenth  Michigan  Infantry;  A.  N.  Day,  Com- 
pany K,  Twenty-eighth  Ohio  Vet.  Vol.  Inf. 

The  executive  committee  elected  consisted  of 
S.  B.  Bierce,  of  Harmony;  R.  B.  Kelley,  of  Kear- 
ney County;  W.  W.  Harvey,  of  Inavale;  F.  Houch- 
in,  of  Red  Cloud;  J.  H.  Helton,  of  Oak  Creek;  E. 
W.  Edson,  of  Elm  Creek;  Samuel  Witt,  of  Still- 
water; John  McCulIom,  of  Glenwood,  and  Abram 
Garber,  of  Guide  Rock. 

This  association,  however,  was  not  kept  up, 
but  posts  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic  have 
since  been  established.  There  is  no  class  of  peo- 
ple, the  members  of  which  are  more  firmly  attached 
each  to  the  other,  than  the  surviving  soldiers  of 
the  volunteer  armies  of  the  United  States. 

In  1874  the  Patrons  of  Husbandry  began  to 
organize  in  Webster  County.  Red  Cloud  Grange 
was  organized  March  5,  of  that  year.  The  first 
officers  were  B.  E.  Swift,  Jr.,  W.  M. ;  William 
Morgan,  O. ;  Peter  Head,  I. ;  Ed.  Kellogg,  S. 
John  Barber,  A.  S. ;  James  Kirkwood,  Chap. 
George  Taylor,  Treas. ;  F.  N.  Richardson,  Sec. 
Mrs.  B.  E.  Swift,  Las. ;  Mrs.  F.  E.  Lach,  Ceres 
Mrs.  E.  Baldwin,  P. ;     Mrs.  S.  C.  Richardson,  F. 

Walnut  Creek  Grange  was  organized  on  March 
4,  of  the  same  year;  the  original  officers  being 
Thomas  Vaughn,  W.  M. ;  Thomas  Kennedy,  O. ; 
John  Mitchell,  L. ;  Hiram  Holdridge,  S. ;  William 
McKinney,  Treas. ;  R.  B.  Fulton,  Sec. ;  J.  E. 
Jones,  G.  K. ;  Mrs.  Albaugh,  C. ;  Mrs.  Mitch- 
ell, Pom.;  Mrs.  J.  R.  Jones,  F. ;  Mrs.  M.  E. 
Holdridge,  Las. 


The  same  year  a  Grange  was  organized  at 
Guide  Rock.  Other  Granges  were  also  organized 
in  1874,  or  soon  after,  throughout  the  county, 
and  all  were  well  attended,  and  the  principles  in- 
culcated adhered  to  for  a  series  of  years,  until  the 
members  began  to  neglect  them,  and  they  are  now 
mostly  supplanted  by  organizations  of  the  order 
known  as  ' '  The  Farmers'  Alliance. ' '  Several  of 
these  organizations  now  exist  within  the  county, 
their  object  being  similar  to  that  of  the  order  of 
Patrons  of  Husbandry — the  clubbing  together  of 
the  farmers  for  their  self-protection.  Of  one  of 
these.  Line  Township  Alliance,  the  charter  mem- 
bers were  Lucien  A.  Haskins,  Carl  Gust,  Lebon 
Abauchon,  Thomas  Leigh,  James  Beauchamp,  C. 
A.  Rosencrans  and  W.  H.  Rosencrans. 

On  February  25,  1876,  a  meeting  was  held  at 
Red  Cloud,  and  a  resolution  was  adopted,  to  the 
effect  that  a  Farmers' ,  Mechanics'  and  Merchants' 
Institute,  looking  to  the  interests  of  the  industrial 
pursuits  and  business  of  the  county,  should  be 
permanently  organized.  It  seems,  however,  that 
this  effort  did  not  ripen  into  a  permanent  organiza- 
tion as  contemplated.  Local  institutes,  about  this 
time  and  thereafter,  were  held  at  Walnut  Creek, 
Inavale,  and  perhaps  other  points  in  the  county, 
on  which  occasions  the  best  methods  of  husbandry 
were  discussed. 

In  addition  to  the  court  house  previously  men- 
tioned, the  county  has  a  one-story  brick  building 
standing  a  short  distance  south  of  the  court-house 
and  on  the  same  block,  in  which  are  the  county 
clerk's  office  and  the  records  thereof,  including  all 
title  records— the  county  clerk  being  the  register  of 
deeds,  mortgages,  etc. 

The  county  has  also  a  very  neat  and  substan- 
tial jail  and  jailer's  residence  combined.  The 
jailer's  residence  is  two  stories  high,  while  the 
wing  composing  the  jail  is  high  enough  to  admit 
of  one  row  of  cells  on  top  of  the  fir-st  row.  The 
whole  building  is  constructed  of  brick.  The  jail 
contains  four  iron  and  two  steel  cells,  so  constructed 
that  it  is  impossible  for  a  prisoner  to  escape  there- 
from, if  the  jailer  properly  performs  his  duties. 
This  building  was  erected  in  1889  by  the  Pauley 
Jail  Building  &  Manufacturing  Company,  for  the 
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contract  price  of  110,000.  As  has  been  stated,  the 
county  owns  a  "  poor  farm  "  but  no  buildings  have 
been  constructed,  and  the  poor  are  not  kept  there. 
They  are  cared  for  under  contracts  with  different 
individuals. 

In  1870,  one  year  before  Webster  County  was 
organized,  the  territory  now  composing  it  had  a 
population  of  16.  In  1872,  the  year  after  the  or- 
ganization, 385  males  and  309  females,  or  a  total 
of  694,  were  within  its  limits.  In  1873  these  num- 
bers had  increased  to  585  males  and  503  females, 
a  total  of  1,088.  The  returns  of  1874  show  an 
increase  of  over  one  hundred  per  cent,  and  give  a 
total  of  2,250  in  the  spring  before  the  grasshop- 
pers made  their  devastating  raid.  Since  then  the 
population  of  the  county,  so  far  as  ascertained,  has 
been  as  follows:  1875,  2,590;  1876,  2,962;  1878, 
4,341;  1880,  7,107;  1885,  10,221. 

The  population  of  the  minor  civil  divisions  of 
the  county  in  1885,  were:  Guide  Rock  precinct, 
1,452;  Stillwater  precinct,  748;  Oak  Creek  pre- 
cinct, 588;  Garfield  precinct,  353;  Line  precinct 
25S;  Pleasant  Hill  precinct,  504;  Elm  Creek  pre- 
cinct, 407;  Potsdam  precinct,  1,133;  Red  Cloud 
precinct  including  the  city,  2,219;  Batin  precinct, 
380;  Glenwood  precinct,  511;  Walnut  Creek  pre- 
cinct, 366;  Inavale  precinct,  559;  Harmony  pre- 
cinct, 743. 

The  population  of  the  minor  civil  divisions  of 
the  county  at  this  writing — April,  1890,  as  esti- 
mated from  the  votes  cast  in  each  at  the  last  elec- 
tion, is  as  follows:  Guide  Rock,  1,122;  Beaver 
Creek,  636;  Stillwater,  582 ;  Oak  Creek,  600;  Pots- 
dam including  Blue  Hill,  1,884;  Elm  Creek,  660; 
Pleasant  Hill,  462;  Garfield,  498;  Line,  342;  Red 
Cloud  Township,  930;  Red  Cloud  City,  2,448; 
Batin,  456;  Glenwood,  804;  Harmony,  720;  Cath- 
erton,  486;  Inavale,  486;  Walnut  Creek,  438;  total, 
13.854. 


BIOGRAPHICAL. 

Robertson  Adamson,  farmer  and  stockman.  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  A  gallant  soldier  for  nearly  four 
years  in  the  Federal  army,  during  the  late  war, 
and  a  man  whose  life  has  been  an  active  one,  and 


one  not  without  the  substantial  reward  of  years  of 
toil,  Mr.  Adamson  is  now  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising  on  his  fine  estate  of  160 
acres.  He  was  born  in  Grant  County,  Ind.,  Feb- 
ruary 5,  1841,  and  is  the  son  of  Moses  and  Rachel 
(Roberts)  Adamson.  The  father  was  born  about 
1807,  and  died  at  about  the  age  of  forty-five  years. 
The   mother  was  born    about  1817,   and  was  the 

daughter  of  Joseph   and Roberts,    probably 

natives  of  North  Carolina.  Robertson  Adamson 
attained  his  growth  in  Indiana,  received  a  com- 
mon school  education,  and  followed  agricultui-al 
pursuits  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  war.  He 
enlisted  in  December,  1801.  and  served  nearly  four 
years  in  Company  K,  Forty-sixth  Indiana  Veteran 
Volunteer  Infantry.  He  was  in  the  Department  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  was  one  of  those  who  bravely 
assisted  in  opening  the  Mississippi  from  Cairo  to 
the  Gulf.  Mr.  Adamson  was  with  his  company, 
and  took  part  in  the  following  battles :  New  Mad- 
rid, Riddles,  St.  Charles,  Fort  Pemberton,  Fort 
Gibson,  Champion' s  Hill,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  Jack- 
son, Grande  Chautau  and  Mansfield.  He  was  ap 
pointed  sergeant  April  1 ,  1865,  and  served  in  that 
capacity  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Indiana,  engaged  in  farming,  and  was 
married,  September  3,  1866,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  A. 
McCormick,  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Hannah  (Hiatt) 
McCormick,  by  whom  he  had  seven  children:  Will- 
iam P.  (born  March  14,  1867),  James  L.  (born  Oc- 
tober 28, 1868),  Eppa  J.  (born  November  1, 1870), 
Charles  R.  (born  August  21,  1872),  Myrtie  R.  (born 
December  25,  1874),  Adda  A.  (born  March  14, 
1877)  and  Georgia  A.  (born  March  19,  1879). 
Mrs.  Adamson  died  October  28,  1882.  Mr.  Adam- 
son came  west  in  the  fall  of  1873,  and  in  the  follow- 
ing spring  located  where  he  now  resides.  He  was 
married  the  second  time,  November  18,  1887,  to 
Mrs.  Amanda  G.  Edson,  widow  of  Edward  W. 
Edson,  who  settled  in  Webster  County  in  1871. 
She  was  the  mother  of  three  children  by  her  former 
marriage:  Edna  (born  May  10,  1872),  Adda  (born 
February  18,  1876)  and  Edith  (born  September  27, 
1879).  Mr.  Edson  was  in  the  Union  army,  Com- 
pany I,  Pennsylvania  Reserve  Volunteer  Corps, 
First  Rifle  Regiment,  and  was  in  the  following 
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engagements:  New  Creek  (Va.),  Hunter's  Mill, 
Draiusville,  Harrisburg,  Cross  Keys,  Cedar  Mount- 
ain, Catlet  Station,  Bull  Run,  Chantilla,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Fredericksburg  and  others. 
Edward  Edson  was  bom  in  Bradford,  McKean 
County,  Pa.,  May  18,  1841,  and  was  the  son  of 
Cornelius  W.  and  Diana  M.  (Corwin)  Edson,  na- 
tive of  New  York.  Until  the  last  four  years  Mr. 
Adamson  has  voted  and  labored  with  the  Repub- 
lican ]inrty,  and  comes  of  Republican  stock,  but,  in 
1886  he  became  interested  in  the  qiiestiou  of  Pro- 
hibition, since  which  time  he  has  espoused  its 
principles  and  labored  in  its  interests.  He  is  a 
liberal  patron  to  both  schools  and  churches,  and  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  county.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  G.  A.  R.  and  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  and  is  one  of  the  charter  members  of  the  Will- 
ard  Creek  Alliance,  formed  in  November,  1889. 

Marion  Alexander,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Harmon}'  Township.  Prominent  among  the  sub- 
stantial residents  of  Webster  County  is  Mr.  Alex- 
ander, who  was  born  in  Janesville,  Wis.,  in  1840, 
immigrated  to  Beatrice,  Neb.,  in  1869,  and  thence 
to  Harmony  Township,  in  1871.  He  was  reared  on 
a  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  ten  years,  on  the  death  of 
his  father,  commenced  life  as  a  farmer's  boy.  He 
received  a  common-school  education,  supplemented 
by  a  partial  academic  course.  He  was  married 
in  Hoistings,  Neb.,  in  1877,  to  Miss  Kathrine 
Herriek,  born  in  Ohio,  in  1847,  and  to  them  have 
been  born  four  children,  viz. :  Cora  (twelve  years 
of  age),  Clarence  (eight  years  of  age),  Otto  (a 
bright  little  boy  of  six  years),  and  Delilah  (an 
interesting  little  girl  two  years  old).  Mrs.  Alex- 
ander received  a  high  school  education,  and  is  an 
amiable  and  intelligent  lady.  The  father  of  our 
subject  was  born  in  Massachusetts  in  1801,  and 
died  in  1850,  his  widow,  who  was  born  in  1817, 
surviving  until  1867.  Mr.  Alexander  served  his 
country  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  at  Madison, 
Wis.,  in  Company  D,  Second  Wisconsin  Infantry, 
and  was  assigned  to  Iron  Brigade,  Eastern  Com- 
mand, Gen.  G.  B.  McClellan,  commander,  and 
engaged  in  the  first  battle  of  Bull  Run,  South 
Mountain,  Antietam,  Gainesville  (at  which  place 
he  was  wounded  in  the  left  leg  and  was  sent  to 


Columbian  College  Hospital,  where  he  remained  for 
five  months),  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  battle  of 
Wilderness,  and  others,  all  told  aboiit  sixteen  en- 
gagements, and  was  mustered  out  at  Madison,  Wis., 
at  the  close  of  the  war.  He  had  one  brother 
killed  in  the  battle  of  Stony  River,  Atlanta,  Ga., 
in  1862.  In  1870  he  entered  a  soldier's  home- 
stead, in  Section  13,  Harmony  Township,  to  which 
he  has  since  added  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
640  acres  in  the  fertile  bottoms  of  Blue  River, 
which  he  devotes  principally  to  the  raising  of 
grain,  such  as  wheat,  oats,  corn  and  barley,  and 
live-stock.  He  takes  a  great  interest  in  raising 
blooded  stock,  making  a  specialty  of  fine  hogs. 
When  he  first  settled  in  Nebraska  his  nearest 
market  was  Beatrice,  a  distance  of  108  miles  from 
his  home,  now  he  has  a  good  market  (Bladen)  only 
one  and  one-half  miles  from  his  farm.  He  has 
been  a  continuous  resident  of  Webster  County 
since  1871,  and  has  experienced  the  grasshopper 
scourges  of  1874  and  1876,  as  well  as  all  the  draw- 
backs usual  to  early  settlement.  Mr.  Alexander 
has  always  been  a  Republican,  his  first  vote  being 
cast  for  Buchanan,  and  has  taken  an  active  interest 
in  the  political  affairs  of  his  county  and  township. 
He  has  served  for  eight  years  as  assessor.  He  is 
an  active  member  of  the  Alliance,  an  organization 
which  will  greatly  help  the  farming  interests  if 
supported  by  all  interested.  Mr.  Alexander  is  a 
man  who  is  highly  respected  by  his  many  friends 
and  neighbors,  and  is  noted  for  his  thrift  and 
enterprise.  He  expects  to  spend  the  remainder  of 
his  life  in  the  beautiful  State  of  Nebraska — the 
State  of  his  adoption — surrounded  by  plenty  and  a 
bright  and  interesting  family. 

David  A.  Anderson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Oak  Creek  Township,  Webster  County,  residing 
on  Section  6,  Township  4,  Range  9,  may  be  num- 
bered among  the  pioneer  settlers  of  Webster 
County,  having  been  identified  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  the  county  since  1873,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  filed  a  soldier's 
homestead,  on  which  he  now  lives.  This  place  he 
has  nicely  improved,  with  a  thrifty  young  bearing 
orchard,  a  line  young  grove,  etc.,  and  aside  from 
farming,  which  he  follows  on  quite  a  large  scale,  he 
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is  extensively  engaged  in  raising  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs.  Mr.  Anderson  has  experienced  all  the  varying 
fortiines  of  a  pioneer,  has  seen  the  entire  growth 
and  improvement  of  the  county,  and  is  well  con- 
tent to  make  this  his  permanent  home.  Mr.  An- 
derson was  born  in  Westchester  County,  N.  Y.,  in 
1842,  the  oldest  child  born  to  John  D.  and  Jane 
(Geeary)  Anderson,  the  father  born  in  Scotland  in 
1803,  a  son  of  John  Anderson,  Sr.  He  emigrated 
to  America  in  his  youth,  and  settled  in  New  York 
City,  engaged  in  market  gardening,  and  here,  in 
1835,  he  married  Miss  Jane  Geeary,  daughter  of 
William  Geeary,  and  a  sister  of  the  New  York  tea 
merchant  of  that  name.  She  was  born  in  Ireland 
in  1800  and  died  in  1882,  her  hiisband  having  died 
in  Webster  County,  Neb.,  in  1880.  They  both  be- 
longed to  the  United  Presbyterian  Church.  The 
father  was  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  was  a 
very  public  spirited  man,  taking  a  deep  interest  in 
all  that  concerned  the  welfare  of  the  county. 
They  were  the  parents  of  two  children:  David  A. 
(the  subject  of  this  sketch),  and  Mary  J.  (who 
married  Adam  James,  an  early  resident  of  Web- 
ster County,  and  is  now  deceased).  David  A.  An- 
derson spent  his  boyhood  in  New  York  City,  at- 
tending school,  subsequently  accompanying  his 
parents  to  Illinois,  where  they  engaged  in  farming 
in  Perry  County,  our  subject  attending  school  in 
the  winter  and  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm  in 
the  summer.  In  1862,  when  there  was  a  call 
for  men  to  defend  his  country's  flag,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  C,  Eighty-first  Illinois  Infantry,  for 
three  years,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  Vicks- 
burg,  Port  Gibson,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion's 
Hill,  on  May  I'J  at  Vicksburg,  and  again  on  the 
22d  of  the  same  month.  He  enlisted  as  a  private, 
and  was  discharged  in  August,  1865,  as  third  ser- 
geant. At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to 
Illinois  and  tilled  the  soil  there  for  two  years.  In 
1867  he  was  united  in  the  bonds  of  matrimony  to 
Isabelle  Mearns,  who  was  the  daughter  of  Hugh 
Mearns,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of  eight 
children;  seven  of  these  still  survive,  viz.: 
William  G.  (married  and  farming  in  Webster 
County),  Mary,  John,  David,  Charles,  Anna  J., 
Margaret  E.    (deceased),  and  the  baby  daughter. 


Lillie.  Mr.  Anderson  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 
post  at  Lawrence,  Neb. ,  also  to  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance, and  he  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church.  In  politics  Mr.  Anderson 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  political  as  well  as  educational  and  religious 
affairs  of  the  county.  He  is  now  filling  the  ofiice 
of  town  clerk,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board 
in  District  No.  55. 

William  Arnold  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  born  in 
Cass  County,  in  1846,  the  eldest  of  fourteen  chil- 
dren, eleven  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  are 
still  living — five  boys  and  six  girls — born  to  the 
union  of  Oscar  and  Mariah  (Deveney)  Arnold.  He 
is  descended  from  the  same  family  as  the  well-known 
Benedict  Arnold,  whose  name  is  much  more  than 
local.  His  father,  a  native  of  New  York,  moved  to 
Michigan  in  his  early  youth  and  there  received  his 
education;  later  he  moved  to  Indiana,  and  in  1850 
moved  to  Illinois,  from  whence  he  immigrated  to 
Nebraska  in  1874,  locating  in  the  northeastern  part 
of  this  county,  where  he  died  April  2,  1887.  In 
personal  appearaace  he  was  of  a  commanding 
figure — tall  and  slender.  He  was  an  old  line  Whig, 
and  died  universally  beloved  and  respected.  His 
mother,  Mariah  (Deveney)  Arnold,  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  and  was  there  reared  to  womanhood. 
In  early  life  she  moved  to  Ohio,  and  later  to  In- 
diana, where  she  married  Mr.  Ai-nold.  She  still 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  with  her  young- 
est daughter.  Grandfather  Samuel  Arnold  served 
in  the  War  of  1812,  on  the  brig  "Oneida"  (on  the 
lakes)  under  Commodore  Woolsey.  As  a  youth  he 
was  very  promising,  and  when  he  left  the  brig 
"  Oneida,"  to  go  with  an  uncle  in  the  land  forces  to 
Boston  Harbor,  Com.  Woolsey  came  clear  to  his 
father's  house  after  him,  as  he  felt  so  sui'e  that 
with  proper  opportunities  Mr.  Arnold  would  be- 
come a  man  of  note.  While  in  the  land  forces  a 
wrestling  match  was  formed  between  him  (then  a 
lad)  and  a  trooper.  The  trooper,  a  vicious  fellow, 
scratched  the  boy's  leg  with  his  spur,  when  the 
boy,  with  a  sudden  and  telling  effort,  struck  the 
trooper  and  knocked  him  down.  Great- grandfa- 
ther Edward  Arnold  was  born  in  Connecticut,  re- 
ceiving a  section  of  land  from  Lafarge.      He  mar- 
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ried  a  Miss  Ellis,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of 
fifteen  children.  He  died  in  Indiana.  The  De- 
veneys  were  Irish.  The  maternal  grandmother's 
name  was  Kitherwood.  When  William  Arnold, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  was  but  four  years  old, 
his  parents  moved  to  Illinois,  where  his  l)oyhood 
was  spent.  He  received  his  education  at  the  North- 
western College,  Plainfield,  111.,  and  after  complet- 
ing his  education  engaged  in  teaching  school,  first 
in  Illinois,  then  in  Iowa,  and  later  in  Nebraska, 
whither  he  had  moved  in  1875.  He  married  Miss 
Elmira  Dice,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born  in  1847,  by 
whom  he  has  seven  children,  viz. :  Frank,  Hattie, 
Fred,  Blanche,  Eugene,  Orra  and  Dallas.  Hattie 
and  Blanche  are  successful  educators  of  ^^'ebster 
Couuty.  Miss  Hattie  taught  her  first  school  when 
she  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  and  Miss  Blanche, 
who  holds  a  good  second-grade  certificate,  engaged 
in  teaching  before  she  was  thirteen  years  of  age. 
Upon  his  arrival  here  in  1875  Mr.  Arnold  immedi- 
ately entered  480  acres  of  excellent  land,  on  which 
he  now  resides.  He  devotes  considerable  attention 
to  raising  cattle,  sheep  and  hogs,  owning  about 
700  head  of  sheep  and  200  head  of  hogs.  He 
belongs  to  Lodge  129,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  of  which 
he  is  an  interested  member,  and  belongs  to  the 
Alliance.  In  his  political  views  he  thinks  the  gov- 
ernment should  issue  paper  money,  and  is  in  favor 
of  tariff  and  transportation  reform.  He  is  a  lead- 
ing spirit  of  the  Alliance  movement,  and  is  a  modest, 
intelligent  man. 

George  Bailey,  farmer  of  Beaver  Township, 
came  originally  from  the  "  Empire  State,"  where 
he  was  born  in  Jefferson  County,  April  20,  1819, 
a  son  of  George  Bailey,  who  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, and  there  married  Miss  Olive  Cason,  also  a 
native  of  Vermont.  He  moved  to  Jefferson  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  early  manhood,  and  there  engaged  suc- 
cessfully in  agricultural  pursuits  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1838.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  remaining  with  his  father  until  his 
death.  After  attaining  his  majority  he  moved  to 
Wisconsin,  settling  in  Kenosha  County,  being  one 
of  the  early  pioneers  of  that  State,  and  here  he 
made  a   farm  on  which  he  lived  until  1873.      At 


that  time  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in  Web- 
ster County,  took  up  160  acres  of  wild  prairie  land, 
which  he  has  since  converted  into  a  good  farm. 
May  22,  1841,  Mr.  Bailey  was  united  in  marriage 
to  Miss  Lydia  Smith,  daughter  of  Elisha  Smith,  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  seven  children,  viz. : 
Jerome  A.  (whose  sketch  appears  in  this  work), 
Judson  H.  (also  represented  in  this  work),  Adelbert 
(a  resident  of  Mankato,  Kas. ),  Harvey  (unmarried 
and  living  in  Nuckolls  County),  Frank  W.  (also  of 
Nuckolls),  Herbert  S.  (unmarried  and  living  at 
home),  and  Lonette.  Adelbert  is  register  of  deeds  for 
Jewell  County,  Kas.,  and  his  sister,  Lonette,  is  his 
deputy.  Mrs.  Bailey  was  born  and  reared  in  Jef- 
ferson Couuty,  N.  Y. ,  and  both  she  and  Mr.  Bailey 
are  members  of  the  Guide  Kock  Baptist  Church. 

Jerome  A.  Bailey,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Guide 
Rock,  Neb.  There  is  generally  more  or  less  simi- 
larity in  the  sketches  of  those  who  have  for  the 
most  part  been  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits 
from  boyhood,  but  Mr.  Bailey's  career  has  been 
sufficiently  diversified  to  render  him  well  posted 
with  different  affairs,  people,  etc.  The  State  of 
his  nativity  is  Wisconsin,  where  he  was  born,  in 
Kenosha  County,  September  1 ,  1844,  being  a  son  of 
George  and  Lydia  (Smith)  Bailey,  both  natives  of 
New  York.  In  the  spring  of  1844  they  removed 
from  New  York  to  Wisconsin,  being  among  the 
pioneer  settlers  of  Kenosha  County.  Here  they 
made  their  home  imtil  1875,  and  then  sold  out  and 
came  to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Webster  County, 
where  the  father  took  up  a  homestead  on  which  he 
is  now  living — a  hale,  hearty  old  gentleman  of 
seventy-two  years;  his  wife  also  survives,  and  enjoys 
extremely  good  health  for  an  old  lady.  Jerome  A. 
Bailey  grew  to  manhood  in  Wisconsin.  In  Janu- 
ary, 1804,  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Thirty-third 
Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  served  until  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  in  May,  1865.  After  receiving 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Wiscon- 
sin, remaining  here  a  few  years,  then  in  the  spring 
of  1871  he  moved  to  Chicago  and  engaged  in  the 
grocery  business,  being  at  that  place  during  the 
great  fire  of  1871.  He  resided  in  Chicago  for  eight 
years,  and  then,  in  1878,  came  to  Nebraska  and 
purchased  the  160  acres  of  land  on  which  he  now 
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lives,  five  miles  northeast  of  Guide  Rock.  He  has 
110  acres  under  cultivation,  with  a  thriving  young 
orchard,  a  neat  one-and-one-half-story  dwelling, 
good  barn  and  out-buildings,  besides  numerous 
other  improvements.  In  his  political  views  he 
sides  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has  filled 
several  local  offices  of  honor  and  trust,  having 
served  two  terms  as  assessor  and  two  years  as 
magistrate,  and  is  the  jDreseut  road  supervisor. 
Mr.  Bailey  was  married  in  Kenosha  County,  Wis., 
January  2,  1866,  to  Miss  Cynthia  A.  Pulver,  born 
in  New  York,  but  lately  a  resident  of  Wiscon- 
sin. Mrs.  Bailey  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Columbia  County,  N.  Y.,  and  previous  to  her 
marriage  was  a  teacher  in  Chicago.  This  union 
resulted  in  the  bii-th  of  six  children,  viz. :  George 
S.,  Ida  Jane,  Roy  A.,  Irving  J.,  Floyd  Earl  and 
Ernest.  George,  Ida  and  Roy  are  living  at  home. 
Irving  J.  died  in  the  fall  of  ISS'J,  in  his  seventeenth 
year;  Floyd  E.  died  in  the  fall  of  1889,  at  about 
the  same  time  as  his  brother  Irving,  aged  three 
years,  and  Ernest  died  in  Chicago  in  infancy. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bailey  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Bailey  belongs 
to  the  G.  A.  R.,  was  commander  of  his  post  for 
two  years,  and  is  holding  an  office  of  trust  in  the 
post  at  the  present  time. 

J.  H.  Bailey,  a  native  of  Wisconsin,  was  born 
in  Kenosha  County  in  1847,  to  the  union  of  George 
and  Lydia  (Smith)  Bailey.  His  father  was  born  in 
Jefferson  County,  N.  Y.,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
his  native  State.  After  reaching  years  of  discre- 
tion he  went  to  Michigan,  thence  to  Wisconsin, 
and  in  1873  came  to  Guide  Rock,  this  county, 
where  he  and  his  estimable  wife  are  at  present 
residing.  His  wife  whs  also  a  native  of  the 
"  Empire  State,"  born  in  1821.  She  is  now  sixty- 
nine  years  of  age,  and  her  husband  is  seventy- two, 
but  they  are  both  stout  for  their  years.  There 
were  eight  children — six  sons  and  two  daughters — 
born  to  their  marriage,  all  of  the  sons  still  living. 
The  mother  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  father  was  a  Democrat  until  after  he  voted  for 
Fremont,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  Repub- 
lican. The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  State,  and  upon 


reaching  early  manhood  engaged  in  teaching 
school,  first  in  Wisconsin,  later  in  Illinois,  and 
then  in  this  county.  He  came  here  in  1871  and 
entered  160  acres  of  land,  and  for  many  years 
alternated  in  teaching  and  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Wisconsin  to  Miss  Alda  Lamson,  born  in 
New  York  September  2,  1849,  but  reared  in  New 
York  and  Wisconsin,  where  she  also  was  engaged 
in  "teaching  the  young  idea."  Immediately 
after  their  marriage  they  came  directly  to  this 
county,  and  here,  after  a  happy  life  of  fourteen 
years,  the  wife  died,  leaving  six  young  children, 
namely:  Ola,  Alice,  Mabel,  Willie,  Grant  and 
Verne.  In  1885  Mr.  Bailey  was  elected  county 
clerk  and  served  in  this  capacity  for  four  consecu- 
tive years.  About  the  same  time  he  opened  his 
abstract,  loan  and  real  estate  office,  which  he  is 
still  conducting,  doing  a  very  profitable  business, 
the  firm  of  which  he  is  a  member  being  known  as 
Bailey  &  Crone.  He  still  owns  his  original  160 
acres  of  land,  besides  considerable  town  property. 
In  his  political  views  he  is  a  Republican. 

G.  W.  Baker,  farmer,  Pleasant  Hill,  Neb. 
This  name  is  not  unfamiliar  to  those  in  the  vicinity 
of  Pleasant  Hill  as  well  as  others  ia  the  county, 
for  he  who  bears  it  is  numbered  among  the  highly 
respected  citizens  of  this  community.  Born  in  the 
Buckeye  State  in  1838,  he  is  the  youngest  of  six 
children,  four  now  living,  the  result  of  the  union 
of  G.  W.  and  Jane  (Logan)  Baker,  the  father  a 
native  of  Vermont  and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania. 
G.  W.  Baker,  Sr.,  was  born  in  1798,  and  was  a 
prominent  tiller  of  the  soil.  He  died  in  1840. 
The  mother  with  her  children  then  moved  to  Iowa 
(1854),  located  in  Cedar  County,  and  there  re- 
mained for  three  years,  after  which  they  moved  to 
Keokuk  County  of  the  same  State.  G.  W.  Baker, 
Jr.,  remained  there  until  1884,  when  he  came  to 
Nebraska.  In  August,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Fortieth  Iowa  Infantrj',  and  served  in 
various  army  corps.  He  participated  in  the  battles  of 
Vicksburg  and  Little  Rock,  and  was  then  detached. 
He  was  with  Gen.  Sherman  on  his  memorable 
march  to  tte  sea,  but  previously  had  been  in  the 
Camden  raid.  He  was  discharged  at  Port  Gibson 
in  August,  1865,  and  returned  home.      On  the  5th 
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of  September,  1865,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Nancy  K.  Story,  a  native  also  of  Ohio,  and 
the  fruits  of  this  iinion  are  six  living  children: 
Minnie  V.  (born  February  6,  1867,  and  is  now  the 
wife  of  Fred  Frase),  Emery  A.  (born  May  30, 
1870,  and  died  in  1874),  Clara  J.  and  Alta  M. 
(twins,  born  February  17,  1873),  Florence  M. 
(born  October  25,  1876),  Susan  E.  (born  December 
11,  1878)  and  Ida  Nancy  (born  October  30,  1883). 
Mr.  Baker  moved  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  in 
1884,  as  above  stated,  and  settled  on  his  present 
farm,  which  he  in  a  very  short  time  improved  by 
erecting  good,  substantial  buildings,  setting  out 
orchards  and  making  numerous  other  improve 
ments  to  render  the  home  pleasant  and  attractive. 
He  owns  240  acres  well  fenced  and  stocked,  and  it 
is  not  exaggerating  in  the  least  to  say  that  he  has 
one  of  the  best  farms  in  the  county.  He  raises 
nothing  but  the  best  grade  of  stock,  and  he 
recently  sold  ten  hogs,  nine  and  a  half  months  old, 
that  averaged  a  little  over  300  pounds.  Mr.  Baker 
is  a  member  of  Garfield  Post  No.  80,  at  Red 
Cloud,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. Mrs.  Baker's  parents.  Dr.  Nehemiah  and 
Clarissa  J.  (Carl)  Story,  were  natives  respectively 
of  Maine  and  New  York,  and  her  grandfather, 
Nehemiah  Story,  was  also  a  native  of  Maine.  Mrs. 
Baker  is  one  of  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  still 
living  in  Iowa  except  herself  and  one  sister,  Mrs. 
Lewis.  She  has  a  niece  who  is  a  prominent  phy- 
sician, and  a  graduate  of  Rush  Medical  College, 
Chicago. 

William  H.  Barcus  deserves  mention  as  a  lead- 
ing farmer  and  stock-raiser  of  Beaver  Town- 
shiji,  Webster  County.  He  was  born  in  Franklin 
County,  Ind.,  April  18.  1840,  a  son  of  Warner  and 
Mary  (Mann)  Barcus,  the  former  born  in  Delaware 
and  the  latter  in  Indiana.  When  Warner  Barcus 
was  a  child  he  lost  his  parents,  and  was  taken  to 
Indiana,  where  he  has  since  resided.  He  is  a 
farmer  and  mechanic  by  occupation,  and  both  he 
and  wife  are  living  in  Hamilton  County,  whither 
they  moved  in  1844,  among  the  pioneers  of  that 
place.  Since  his  residence  in  this  county  he  has 
filled  many  offices  of  trust  and  honor.  William  H. 
Barcus  grew  to  manhood  in  Hamilton  County,  Ind. , 


and  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years,  in  the  fall  of 
1862,  he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  the  Eighth 
Iowa  Cavalry,  and  was  honorably  discharged  in 
May,  1865.  He  went  into  the  army  as  a  private, 
but  by  his  meritorious  conduct  and  strict  attention 
to  duty,  he  was  soon  promoted  to  sergeant,  and 
soon  afterward  to  first  lieutenant.  He  was  en- 
gaged in  the  battles  of  Lookout  Mountain  and 
Missionary  Ridge,  besides  battles  of  lesser  import- 
ance and  many  skirmishes.  He  was  taken  prisoner 
on  Stoneman's  raid,  but  after  six  days  he  made 
his  escape  and  returned  to  his  regiment  at  Marietta. 
He  had  charge  of  his  company  at  the  battles  of 
Franklin  and  Nashville,  and  soon  after  the  latter 
battle  was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  gunshot  and 
disabled  for  about  six  months.  This  wound  sent 
him  to  the  hospital  and  kept  him  there  until  the 
close  of  the  war;  he  was  mustered  out  on  crutches. 
When  the  war  was  over  he  returned  to  Iowa,  soon 
after  returning  to  Indiana  on  a  visit,  and  then  lo- 
cating in  Warren  County,  Iowa,  where  he  engaged 
in  farming  and  stock-raising  until  1871,  at  which 
time  he  moved  to  Missouri  and  located  in  Harri- 
son County,  where  he  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
trading  and  shipping  stock  for  nine  years.  In 
1880  he  moved  to  Nebraska  and  located  on  his 
present  property.  This  is  the  third  farm  he  has 
improved.  He  is  the  owner  of  200  acres  of  good 
land  two  and  one  half  miles  due  north  of  Guide 
Rock,  all  of  which  is  fenced  and  well  improved, 
with  a  good  house,  barn,  etc.,  etc.,  and  a  fine  or- 
chard of  700  choice  trees,  200  grape  vines,  besides 
cherry  and  plums,  and  other  small  fruits.  Mr. 
Barcus  is  Repriblican  in  politics  and  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  his  party.  While  a  resident 
of  Missouri  he  served  four  years  as  deputy  sherifp 
of  Harrison  County,  and  filled  several  other  local 
offices.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the  peace,  but  never 
qualified.  In  1887  he  was  elected  town^^hiii  super- 
visor, was  reelected  in  1888,  and  ^ij^'-iiii  ill  l^^'.t.  serv- 
ing for  three  conseciitive  terms.  ^Ii  I'.airus  was 
married  in  Warren  County,  Iowa.  March  29,  1867, 
to  Miss  Elizabeth  J.  Morris,  daughter  of  William 
Morris,  born  and  reared  in  Indiana,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  two  children: 
Emma,  wife  of  Benjamin  Ross  of  this  county,  and 
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William  Arthur,  a  young  man  at  home.  Mr.  Bar- 
cus  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the  Quaker 
Church.  In  secret  societies  Mr.  Barcus  belongs 
to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  being  vice-president  of  his  local  Alliance. 

Matthaus  Benker.  Among  the  many  substan- 
tial farmers  Germany  has  contributed  to  Webster 
County,  none  are  more  deserving  of  prominent  men- 
tion than  Matthaus  Benker,  whose  name  heads  this 
sketch.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany,  in 
1849,  the  oldest  of  four  children  reared  by  John 
and  Frederica  (Smith)  Benker,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Germany.  They  were  married  in  Ger- 
many and  there  reared  their  family,  consisting  of 
Matthaus,  John,  George  and  Margaret.  The 
father,  a  wagon -maker  by  trade,  served  in  the  Ger- 
man army,  and  died  in  his  native  land  on  August 
2,  1880.  Both  he  and  wife  were  meiubers  of  the 
Lutheran  Church.  The  latter  came  to  America  in 
1883  and  is  now  making  her  home  with  her  son, 
the  subject  of  this  sketch.  Matthaus  Benker  was 
reared  in  Germany,  and,  like  all  German  boys,  re- 
ceived a  very  good  education,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  entered  the  army,  in  which  he  served 
for  three  years.  In  1872  he  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  in  1874  he  came  to  Nebraska  and 
took  up  160  acres  of  land  in  Webster  County,  since 
which  he  has  purchased  eighty  acres,  making  him 
an  excellent  farm  of  240  acres,  150  of  which  are 
under  the  plow.  On  this  he  has  a  fine  growing 
orchard  and  a  nice  grove.  He  and  wife,  formerly 
Miss  Margaret  Purucker,  a  native  of  Germany, 
were  the  parents  of  seven  children,  viz. :  Adam, 
George,  Anna,  John,  Max,  Louis  and  Christian. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Benker  affiliates  with  the 
Democratic  party.  He  has  now  been  a  resident 
of  Webster  County  for  fifteen  years,  and  has  been 
very  successful  during  this  time.  He  is  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  raising  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs,  keeping  about  fifty  head  of  stock,  and  is  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  the  best  farmers  in  this  part 
of  the  county.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Lutheran  Church. 

Ezra  Bishop,  a  prominent  contractor  and 
builder  of  Blue  Hill,  Webster  County,  Neb.,  was 
born  at  Phelps,  Ontario  County,  N.  Y. ,  in  1848, 


aud  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  six  l)oys  reared  by 
Joseph  and  Charlotte  (Puffer)  Bishop.  His  father, 
a  native  of  New  York,  was  one  of  the  prominent 
farmers  of  that  State,  and  was  there  married  to 
Charlotte  Puffer,  who  was  also  born  in  New  York. 
To  this  union  six  sons  were  born,  namely:  Robert 
(deceased),  Solomon,  Ezra,  Ira  and  Ira  B.  (both 
deceased)  and  Joseph.  The  father  died  in  1805, 
but  the  mother  is  still  living  and  resides  in  In- 
diana. Ezra  Bishop  attended  school  and  worked 
on  the  farm  until  he  had  reached  years  of  dis- 
cretion, when  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade,  at 
which  he  worked  for  two  or  three  years  in  Seneca 
County,  N.  Y. ,  and  in  1871  went  to  Illinois,  locat 
iiig  at  Odell,  Livingston  County,  where  he  carried 
on  contracting  and  building  for  a  number  of  years. 
Later  he  engaged  in  the  carriage  and  wagon-muk- 
ing  business,  which  he  carried  on  up  to  1884.  In 
1880  he  came  to  W^ebster  County  and  purchased 
320  acres  of  land  in  Elm  Creek  Town.ship.  and  in 
1884  moved  with  his  family  and  settled  at  Blue 
Hill,  engaging  in  contracting  and  building,  and 
for  the  past  six  years  he  has  been  the  most  promi- 
nent and  principal  builder  in  this  part  of  Weltster 
and  Adams  Counties.  He  is  an  able  mechanic,  and 
has  built  most  of  the  best  buildings  in  Blue  Hill, 
as  well  as  the  greater  part  of  the  best  improve- 
ments that  have  gone  up  within  a  scope  of  fifteen 
or  twenty  miles  around  Blue  Hill,  and  has  won  for 
himself  a  reputation  for  honest,  substantial  work, 
which  has  followed  him  wherever  he  has  lived,  and 
in  the  city  of  Blue  Hill,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  he 
has  many  warm  friends.  Mr.  Bishop  was  married 
in  York  State,  in  1874,  to  Miss  Libbie  Porter, 
daughter  of  George  W.  and  Salina  (Birdsey)  Por- 
ter. She  was  born  in  New  York  in  1852,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  a  daughter, 
Lottie  J.,  born  at  Odell,  111.,  in  1876.  Mr. 
Bishop  is  a  prominent  citizen  of  Blue  Hill,  and 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  things  pertaining  to  the 
welfare  of  the  people.  He  casts  his  vote  with  the 
Democratic  party. 

John  Blaine,  of  Cowles,  Neb. ,  was  born  in  the 
year  1825  of  Scotch  parents,  and  arrived  in  the 
United  States  in  September,  1840,  making  his 
home  in  Erie,  Pa.,  until  1849,  when  he  emigrated 
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to  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  lived  in  Bureau  County, 
until  March,  1862,  at  which  time  he  enlisted  in 
the  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  Illinois  Volunteer  Infan- 
try, otherwise  known  as  the  Cameron  Highlanders. 
The  regiment  was  organized  at  Camp  Douglas, 
Chicago,  and  went  to  the  front  in  the  spring  of 
1802,  camping  near  Winchester,  Va.  Just  before 
the  battle  of  Aatietam  the  regiment  was  ordered 
to  Harper's  Ferry,  and  shortly  after  their  arrival 
there,  Stonewall  Jackson,  of  the  Rebel  army,  be- 
sieged the  camp,  and  the  result  was  that  Col. 
Miles,  of  the  United  States  army,  surrendered  over 
5,000  men  to  Gen.  Jackson.  They  were  paroled 
until  exchanged,  and  in  the  spring  of  1863  went 
to  Lexington,  Ky.,  from  there  up  the  Big  Sandy 
River  in  Eastern  Kentucky,  where  they  remained 
until  in  July  of  1863.  About  this  time  Gen. 
Morgan  made  his  raid  through  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
Blaine's  regiment  was  moved  to  Cincinnati,  Ohio, 
and  Covington,  Ky.,  thence  to  Lexington,  Ky., 
after  which  they  marched  across  the  Cumber- 
land Mountains  into  East  Tennessee.  They  re- 
mained in  camp  for  a  short  time  at  Concord, 
after  which  they  went  to  Knoxville,  where  they 
were  besieged  by  Gen.  Longstreet's  army,  and 
were  engaged  in  daily  skirmishes  for  about 
three  weeks.  A  portion  of  this  time  they  were 
limited  to  quarter  rations  of  bran  bread,  but 
about  December  20,  1863,  they  marched  out 
after  Longstreet,  crossed  the  Holston  River  and 
marched  to  Dandridge,  but  were  again  compelled 
to  fall  back  to  Knoxville,  as  Longstreet  had  re- 
ceived re-inforcements.  Mr.  Blaine's  command 
then  made  several  marches  through  East  Tennes- 
see to  the  old  home  of  Andrew  Johnson.  In  the 
spring  of  1864  the  regiment  re  enlisted  as  veter- 
ans, and  Mr.  Blaine  joined  Gen.  Sherman  at  Re- 
saca,  Ga. ;  they  were  in  the  daily  skirmishes  of  the 
Georgia  campaign,  until  they  advanced  to  Atlanta. 
After  the  battle  which  occurred  on  July  22  and  24, 
1864,  they  struck  the  railroad  south  of  Atlanta, 
and  assisted  in  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  after  which 
they  went  to  Lovejoy  Station.  The  regiment  was 
near  Jonesboro  when  the  Rebels  blew  up  their 
magazines  and  destroyed  their  stores  in  Atlanta, 
and  soon  after  they  went  toGaylesville,  Ala.,  where 


Gen.  Sherman's  army  was  divided,  the  Fourth 
and  the  Twenty-third  Army  Corps  going  after 
Hood,  Mr.  Blaine  being  a  member  of  the  latter 
corps.  From  Gaylesville  t'ney  went  to  Dalton,  Ga., 
thence  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  from  there  to  Pu- 
laski. From  Atlanta  they  went  to  Altoona  to  the 
relief  of  troops  thi'ic  cdiiiiuanded  by  Gen.  Corse, 
and  then  followed  IIuihI  ii|.  td  tlii> 'riMnicsMM'  River, 

camping  at  Pulaski,  H 1  licing  at   Flon-nci",  Ala. 

From  Pulaski  they  went  to  Columbia,  Tenn. ,  there 
meeting  Hood's  advance  army,  which  resulted  in 
live  days  of  skirmishing  in  order  to  prevent  the 
latter  from  crossing  Duck  River.  They  left  the 
river  at  eleven  o'  clock  at  night,  traveled  all  night, 
arriving  at  Franklin,  Tenn.,  on  the  morning  of 
November  30.  In  the  afternoon  they  were  at- 
tacked by  Hood,  who  advanced  to  within  fifty 
paces  of  their  line  of  battle  before  a  shot  was  fired. 
The  Union  army  then  fired  twelve  rounds,  and 
when  the  smoke  lifted,  no  enemy  appeared  in  their 
front.  The  Rebels  made  thirteen  distinct  attacks, 
keeping  it  up  until  eleven  o'clock  p.  m. ,  when  the 
Union  army  started  on  the  march  to  Nashville, 
reaching  that  place  the  following  day.  They  re- 
mained there  camped  at  Fort  Negley  until  Decem- 
ber 14,  when  they  again  "measured  swords"  with 
Hood,  and  the  battle  of  Nashville  was  fought.  The 
latter' s  army  was  broken  up  and  eighty  pieces  of 
artillery  taken,  together  with  most  of  the  small 
arms.  They  then  followed  the  remnant  of  the 
Rebel  army  to  the  Tennessee  River,  after  which 
Mr.  Blaine  went  with  his  command  to  Washington, 
D.  C.  thence  to  Fort  Fisher.  N.  C,  then  took  part 
in  the  battle  of  Wilmington,  from  which  place, 
until  they  reached  Goldsboro,  they  were  in  a  num- 
ber of  skirmishes.  At  the  latter  place  they  met 
Sherman's  army  coming  from  Savannah.  The 
army  was  on  the  march  from  Goldsboro  to  Raleigh 
when  the  news  reached  it  that  Lee  had  siirrendered, 
and  he  was  in  Raleigh  when  the  news  of  President 
Lincoln's  assassination  came,  and  to  the  praise  and 
honor  of  the  Union  troops  be  it  said  that  no  citi- 
zens were  molested  or  harmed,  although  there  were 
five  army  corps  of  veterans  encamped  in  and  around 
Raleigh.  Mr.  Blaine  took  part  in  the  review  at 
Raleigh  as   an  officer  on  Gen.    Casement's    staff, 


^k 


586 


HISTOEY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


and  soon  after  made  application  to  be  relieved,  as 
the  war  had  closed.  He  was  mustered  out  Of  serv- 
ice Aiigust  10,  1865,  and  returned  home.  He  was 
married,  in  1848,  to  Miss  Annie  M.  Barry,  of  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Eunice  (Sweet)  Barry, 
and  four  of  the  five  children  born  to  them  are  now 
living:  John  B.,  Charles  C.  (who  is  station  agent 
at  Mount  Clare,  Neb.),  William  B.  (in  Denton, 
Texas)  and  Jennie  (a  school  teacher  of  Webster 
County).  Mr.  Blaine  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. , 
the  F.  &  A.  M. ,  and  he  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Baptist  Church. 

J.  W.  Boomer,  assessor  of  Gleuwood  Township, 
was  elected  to  this  office  in  1889,  and  has  filled  it 
in  a  cajaable  and  efficient  manner  ever  since.  He 
was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1850,  was  reared  to  the 
arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  and  secured  a  fair  edii- 
cation  in  the  schools  of  Winnebago  County,  111. 
He  enlisted  in  the  army,  but  was  too  young  to 
serve.  His  marriage  occurred  in  Ogle  County,  111. , 
in  1870,  to  Miss  Martha  Banks,  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  the  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Chloe  (Clother) 
Banks,  natives  also  of  Canada.  In  about  1852 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Banks  came  to  Ogle  County,  111., 
engaged  in  farming,  and  in  1884  came  to  Nebraska, 
settling  on  railroad  land  in  Webster  County,  where 
the  father  improved  an  extensive  farm.  Mr.  Boomer 
farmed  in  Ogle  County,  111.,  until  coming  to  Ne- 
braska, and  since  his  residence  in  this  county  he 
has  made  vast  improvements  in  the  farm  of  160 
acres,  purchased  from  W.  D.  Martin  in  1883.  Mr. 
Boomer  takes  considerable  interest  in  politics, 
and  votes  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  also 
active  in  school  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Union  Baptist  Church.  Their  married  life 
has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  the  following 
children:  Sarah  E.  (now  Mrs.  Kershner),  Samuel, 
Wilbur,  Raymond,  Florence  and  Mabel.  Mr. 
Boomer  was  the  third  in  a  family  of  eight  children 
born  to  the  union  of  John  and  Margaret  (John- 
son) Boomer,  natives  of  Scotland,  where  their  nup- 
tials were  celebrated.  In  1844  the  jjarents  left 
their  native  land  and  took  passage  for  the  United 
States.  They  located  in  New  Jersey,  and  in  1854 
moved  to  Rockford,  111.,  settling  on  the  farm  of 


Thomas  Robertson.  Later  they  bought  good  land 
near  the  present  town  of  Davis  Junction,  and  there 
resided  until  1875,  when  they  emigrated  to  Gage 
County,  Neb. ,  where  they  make  their  home  in  the 
city  of  Beatrice. 

James  Brewer,  who  lives  on  the  northeast  quar- 
ter of  Section  15,  Town  4,  Range  12,  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  emigrated  here  from  Poweshiek 
County,  Iowa,  in  1876,  during  the  grasshopper 
scourge.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Ohio,  where  he 
was  born  in  Ross  County,  November  5,  1824,  and 
was  reared  as  a  farmer' s  boy  until  he  had  attained 
his  sixteenth  year,  when  he  left  the  farm  for  a  life 
on  the  boats  plying  on  the  Ohio,  Mississippi  and 
Illinois  Rivers,  and  the  ripe  anecdotes  and  remin- 
iscences of  "Uncle  Jimmie's"  life  at  this  time 
would  alone  fill  a  volume.  He  first  engaged  as 
a  musician,  playing  for  balls  and  dances,  the 
most  made  being  160  in  one  week,  on  the  steamers 
"Evast,"  "Hibernia,"  "Arcadia,"  "Lancaster," 
and  many  others,  and  he  also  served  as  mate  on 
the  steamer  "'Governor  Briggs. "  In  Peoria,  111., 
in  1846,  Miss  Jane  Dixon,  also  born  in  Ross  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  became  his  wife,  and  in  1852  they  immi- 
grated from  Peoria,  111.,  to  Poweshiek  County, 
Iowa.  Mr.  Brewer  came  to  Nebraska  in  1876, 
and  purchased  a  pre-emption  claim,  the  improve- 
ments on  which  consisted  of  a  dug-out  and  about 
forty  acres  broken,  and  homesteaded  the  same  160 
acres,  which  gave  him  a  farm  of  160  acres  of  fine 
land.  He  has  since  sold  eighty  acres  of  this.  Of 
the  ten  children  born  to  his  union  Elisha  (born 
October  14,  1848)  is  living  in  Blue  Hill,  Neb., 
where  he  is  conducting  a  successful  business;  Ira 
B.  (born  October  6,  1850)  is  dead;  Sylvester  (born 
May  11,  1852)  lives  at  Litchfield,  Neb.,  where  he 
is  engaged  as  a  blacksmith  and  mechanic;  Clara 
and  Mary,  twins,  were  born  January  2,  1855; 
Clara  is  now  deceased,  and  Mary  is  now  Mrs. 
Parkes,  and  resides  in  Custer  County;  her  hus- 
band is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser;  Martha  (born 
September  12,  1857)  wedded  a  Mr.  McCoy,  a 
farmer  and  stock-raiser,  and  resides  in  Webster 
County;  Emeline  (born  September  1,  1860)  is  now 
Mi-s.  Decker;  her  husband  is  a  successful  farmer 
and  stock-raiser  of  Buffalo  County,  Neb. ;  Chris- 
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tina  Jane  (Viorn  November  5,  1802)  married  J.  W. 
McCoy,  a  farmer  of  Webster  County;  Minnie 
(born  December  1,  1864)  is  now  Mrs.  Watson,  and 
resides  in  Webster  County,  where  her  husband  is 
extensively  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising, 
making  a  specialty  of  blooded  stock;  James  Forest 
(born  May  16,  1871)  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
He  received  an  excellent  common-school  education, 
but  is  ambitious  for  a  higher  education.  He  is  of 
a  musical  turn  of  mind,  and  is  rather  popular 
among  his  associates.  James  Brewer,  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  received  his  first  training  in  the  old 
day  subscription  schools  in  Ohio,  which  were  very 
meager  indeed.  After  he  reached  Illinois  his  de- 
sire for  a  more  extended  course  was  appeased  by 
about  three  months'  schooling,  and  all  he  knows 
he  has  learned  by  coming  in  contact  with  persons 
who  were  liberally  educated  with  the  practical 
of  life.  Mr.  Brewer  speaks  interestingly  of  the 
early  pioneer  days  of  this  State,  when  the  homes 
of  the  settlers  were  surrounded  by  stockades  to 
guard  against  the  treacherous  Indians,  who  were 
constantly  marauding  through  the  country,  and 
calls  to  mind  all  the  trials  and  vicissitudes  of  the 
early  inhabitant.  The  Indians  were  very  plentiful 
at  that  day  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  his  home, 
and  his  experience  with  them  in  Iowa  was  also 
varied  and  interesting.  While  in  Iowa  Mr.  Brewer' 
served  very  satisfactorily  as  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  was  appointed  by  the  school  fund  commission- 
ers (in  Poweshiek  county)  to  lay  off  a  township  in 
school  districts,  which  work  he  accomplished  so 
well  as  to  meet  the  commendation  of  the  entire 
community.  While  here  he  also  endured  the  pri- 
vations incident  to  early  settlement,  on  one  occa- 
sion going  fifty  miles  to  mill  for  a  bushel  and  a 
half  of  meal.  When  he  first  located  in  Webster 
County  the  most  of  his  trading  was  done  at 
Hastings,  Neb.,  a  distance  of  twenty-eight  miles. 
Now  civilization  and  improvement  have  advanced  so 
steadily  that  railroad  facilities  have  placed  his  home 
within  three  miles  of  Bladen,  a  flourishing  town  of 
Webster  County.  Mr.  Brewer  relates  that  Decem- 
ber J 9,  1876,  he,  in  company  with  John  McCoy  and 
Sylvester  Brewer,  started  from  Webster  County  on 
a  hunting  tour  in  the  canons  of  Loup  River,  about 


sixteen  miles  from  Manitoba,  a  hunter's  ranch. 
While  there  a  terrific  snow  storm  arose  and  found 
them,  without  the  necessary  conveniences  of  even 
camp  life.  They  laid  a  buffalo  robe  upon  the 
snow,  with  a  few  quilts  for  covering,  and  there 
upon  the  bleak  ground  the  party  was  bivouacked. 
The  snow  was  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches  on  a 
level,  and  the  thermometer  stood  20°  below  zero. 
The  cold  was  so  intense  that  the  horses  were 
almost  frozen  to  death,  and  the  company,  so  "  Uncle 
Jim"  relates,  passed  three  of  the  coldest  nights 
ever  experienced.  Many  pleasing  and  thrilling 
tales  and  anecdotes  can  Mr.  Brewer  relate  which 
are  highly  interesting  to  all  who  are  partial  to 
pioneer  life.  He  tells  of  slaying  thirty -six  white- 
tailed  deer  in  one  winter,  while  living  in  Iowa. 
Mr.  Brewer  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  has  ever  stood  on  sound 
and  conscientious  convictions.  He  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  the  organization  so  well  known  in  Ne- 
braska as  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  This  organiza- 
tion is  being  supported  by  the  best  and  most 
prominent  citizens  and  residents  of  Nebraska.  He 
does  not  belong  to  any  secret  societies  now,  nor 
has  he  ever  belonged  to  any  such.  Both  he  and 
wife  advocate  the  Adventist  doctrine,  and  are 
recognized  as  responsible  and  representative  citi- 
zens and  members  of  society  in  their  vicinity. 
Their  parents-  were  ardent  Christians,  and  they  re- 
ceived an  early  Christian  training  in  honesty,  in- 
tegrity and  sterling  worth.  They  are  now  living 
happy  and  contented  on  the  old  homestead,  and 
are  enjoying  reasonably  good  health  for  old  people. 
Mr.  Brewer's  credit  and  standing  in  financial  cir- 
cles is  pronounced  to  be  good  in  every  respect. 
"  Uncle  Jimmie,"  now  aged  sixty -six  years,  loves 
to  entertain  his  many  friends  by  playing  upon  the 
violin  such  old,  sweet  melodies  as  "The  Arkansaw 
Traveler,"  "Opera  Reel,"'  "Van  Buren's  Cotil- 
lion," "Campbell's  Coming,"  and  "Kittie's  Ram- 
ble," which  all  old  settlers  will  vividly  remember. 
H.  W.  Brewer  is  a  gi-ain  dealer  of  Red  Cloud, 
Neb.,  who  has  reached  his  present  position  by  his 
own  energy,  enterprise  and  forethought.  He  was 
born  in  Cazenovia,  N.  Y.,  in  1840,  his  parents  be- 
ing John  and  Cynthia  A.  (Hills)  Brewer,  the  former 
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being  also  a  native  of  the  "Empire  State,"  bis 
birth  occurring  January  24,  1806.  He  removed 
with  his  family  to  Tazewell  County,  HI.,  in  1843, 
and  settled  near  the  town  of  Tremont,  but  in  1848 
removed  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  made  his  perma- 
nent home,  and  here  reared  his  family.  In  this 
State  H.  W.  Brewer  grew  to  mature  years,  and  ob- 
tained a  sufficient  knowledge  of  books,  for  all  prac- 
tical purposes,  in  the  common  schools  near  his 
home.  He  commenced  to  learn  the  printing  busi- 
ness at  the  age  of  ten,  working  at  it  till  the  spring 
of  1861,  when  he  went  to  Denver,  Colo.,  where  he 
was  foreman  of  the  Territorial  printing,  printing 
the  laws  and  proceedings  of  the  first  Territorial 
Legislature.  In  April,  1862,  he,  with  another 
printer,  built  a  boat  at  the  foot  of  G  Street,  and 
the  two  made  the  first  trip  fi'om  Denver  to  the  Mis- 
souri River,  down  the  Platte,  arriving  at  St.  Jo- 
seph, Mo.,  June  1,  working  in  an  office  at  Kansas 
City  during  the  summer  of  1862,  when  he  returned 
to  Wisconsin.  He  again  started  out  in  life  for 
himself  by  removing  from  Wisconsin  to  Lombard- 
ville.  Stark  County,  111.,  in  1871,  where  he  engaged 
in  the  grain,  lumber  and  implement  business,  the 
firm  being  known  as  Brewer,  Davies  &  Co.,  and 
at  this  point  made  his  home  until  1882,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  and  has  since 
been  occupied  in  operating  his  present  elevator, 
being  also  the  owner  of  a  like  institution  at  Camp- 
bell, Franklin  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Brewer  is  a 
man  very  socially  inclined,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
following  organizations:  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  in  which 
he  has  attaioed  to  the  Royal  Arch  degree;  the  A. 
O.  U.  W.  and  the  I.  O.  G.  T.  Until  1880  he  was 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  but  has  since 
been  numbered  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and 
is  one  of  its  moat  ardent  workers.  In  December, 
1866,  he  took  for  his  companion  through  life  Miss 
Martha  L.  Pilling,  and  by  her  has  had  a  family  of 
three  children:  Myra  B.  (Mrs.  E.  A.  Enright,  of 
Albion,  Neb.),  Henry  A.  and  Charles  W.  The 
family  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
are  estimable  people  in  every  respect. 

William  Britton,  one  of  the  early  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Webster  County,  was  born  in  New  Jersey, 
in  1833,  being  the  second  of  eight  children  born  to 


Thomas  and  Mary  (Neece)  Britton,  both  of  whom 
were  born  in  New  Jersey,  there  passing  their  life 
and  died,  the  former  in  1880  and  the  latter  in 
1883.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation. 
The  subject  of  this  brief  biographical  sketch  was 
reared  to  farm  life,  and  educated  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  his  native  State.  In  1855  he  went 
to  Ohio,  and  in  1867  was  united  in  marriage  to 
Miss  Sarah  Cramer,  daughter  of  Mahlon  and  Re- 
becca (Warman)  Cramer,  natives  of  Ohio,  and  both 
of  them  now  deceased.  In  1870  Mr.  Britton  moved 
to  Coles  County,  111.,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  near  Mattoon,  until  1874,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  Webster  County  and  homesteaded  160 
acres  of  choice  land,  on  which  he  erected  the  first 
house  on  the  ridge  south  of  Hastings,  camping  out 
on  the  wild  prairie  until  his  house  was  completed. 
Soon  after  their  arrival  they  were  burned  out  by  a 
prairie  fire,  and  lost  two  valuable  horses.  The  fam- 
ily had  many  hardships  to  endure  during  the  early 
days  of  their  residence  in  the  new  country,  and  at 
one  time  Mr.  Britton  was  obliged  to  pawn  his 
watch  and  a  carpet  for  300  pounds  of  flour,  with 
which  to  keep  the  wolf  fi'om  the  door.  W^hen  they 
came  to  Webster  County,  the  nearest  marketing 
place  was  Hastings,  to  which  point  they  were 
obliged  to  haul  their  produce  and  grain  and  make 
their  purchases.  Mr.  Britton  has  seen  the  country 
develop  from  a  wild,  uninhabited  district,  and  he 
has  done  much  in  bringing  about  this  change,  and 
well  deserves  the  honor  and  esteem  in  which  he  is 
held.  He  now  owns  240  acres  of  excellent  land, 
all  of  which  is  under  a  high  state  of  cultivation, 
and  improved  with  good  buildings,  etc.  He  is 
greatly  interested  in  fruit  culture,  and  has  planted 
a  good,  large  apple  orchard,  besides  peaches  and 
an  abundance  of  small  fruit.  He  is  largely  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising,  and  raises  a  good  grade  of 
Durham  stock.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliates 
with  the  Democratic  party,  having  filled  several 
local  offices,  and  is  now  serving  on  the  school 
board.  He  assisted  in  organizing  the  township 
and  school  district.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Britton  have 
had  three  children:  Ida  (now  IMrs.  McClure,  of 
Oregon),  William  and  Edward.  Mrs.  Britton  be- 
longs to  the  United  Brethren  Church. 
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William  E.  Buker,  Oak  Creek  Township, 
Webster  County,  is  another  of  the  prominent  and 
well-to-do  farmers  of  this  section,  and  like  a  great 
many  of  that  class  of  people  in  the  community  owes 
his  nativity  to  Iowa.  He  was  born  in  Muscatine 
County.  Iowa,  in  18-17,  the  oldest  in  a  family  of 
four  children  raised  by  James  and  Sophia  (Reed) 
Buker.  His  father,  a  cooper  by  trade,  was  born 
in  Barding,  Me.,  and  left  home  while  still  a  boy, 
and  after  roaming  around  considerably  he  finally 
settled  in  Iowa,  among  the  very  first  settlers.  He 
was  married  in  that  State,  in  1845,  to  Miss  Sophia 
Reed,  and  five  children  were  the  result  of  this 
union,  viz. :  William  (our  subject),  Mary,  Amanda, 
Carrie  and  Lucy.  The  father  worked  at  the 
cooper's  trade  in  Iowa  with  good  success  for  a 
number  of  years,  but  in  1858  he  closed  his  eyes 
to  the  scenes  of  this  world  forever.  The  mother 
is  still  living  in  Iowa.  The  immediate  subject  of 
this  sketch  spent  his  school  days  in  Iowa,  and  at 
the  age  of  fifteen  he  started  out  in  life  by  learning 
the  wagon-making  business.  He  worked  at  this 
for  nearly  one  year,  and  then,  in  1863,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  H,  Second  Iowa  Cavalry,  and  after  a 
service  of  nine  months,  during  which  time  he  par- 
ticipated in  several  severe  skirmishes,  he  was  dis- 
charged in  1865,  immediately  after  which  he  went 
to  Iowa  and  followed  his  trade.  He  was  married 
there  in  1869  to  Miss  Martha  E.  George,  daughter 
of  Martin  George,  of  Iowa.  She  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  To  this  marriage  have  been  given 
seven  children,  five  of  whom  are  still  living  and 
two  dead,  viz  :  George  W.,  Alcetus  E. ,  Mirtie  M. , 
Edna  (deceased  in  Iowa),  Frank  A.,  Eva  E.  and 
Rose  (deceased  in  Nebraska).  Mr.  Buker  immi- 
grated with  his  family  to  Nebraska  in  April,  1881, 
and  settled  in  Webster  County,  where  he  now  lives, 
and  has  since  met  with  very  good  success.  He 
has  160  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  which  is  well 
improved  with  neat  buildings,  etc.,  and  a  fine 
young  orchard  and  nice  grove,  and  is  extensively 
engaged  in  raising  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  He 
was  appointed  postmaster  of  Negunda  office  in 
1887,  and  is  still  efficiently  discharging  the  duties 
of  that  office.  In  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party,   and  has  been  honored    by  his 


constituents  with  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
township  school  director  and  road  overseer,  at 
various  times.  He  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P. 
Lodge,  aad  belongs  to  the  Alliance. 

John  O.  Burgess,  vice-president  of  the  Blue 
Hill  Bank,  was  born  near  the  town  of  Banbury, 
Northamptonshire,  England,  July  23,  1854,  being 
a  son  of  Thomas  and  Martha  Burgess,  the  latter 
dying  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  three 
years  of  age,  and  the  former  when  he  was  about 
eleven.  He  received  very  good  educational  advan- 
tages in  his  native  land  at  the  Royal  Latin  School, 
Buckingham,  Buckinghamshire,  and  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  years  he  accompanied  an  elder  brother 
to  America,  the  latter's  name  being  William,  he 
being  now  a  resident  of  Saline  County,  Neb. 
For  three  years  after  he  arrived  in  this  country, 
John  O.  made  his  home  with  his  brother,  and  for 
some  time  his  summers  were  spent  in  tilling  the 
soil  and  his  winters  in  teaching  school.  After 
a  certain  period  he  went  to  Lincoln,  Neb.,  where  he 
spent  four  years  in  the  employ  of  Joseph  Witt- 
mann,  a  wholesale  and  retail  harness  dealer,  a 
trade  to  which  Mr.  Burgess  had  given  consider- 
able attention  and  partially  learned  in  Broadway, 
Worcestershire.  England,  and  during  the  time 
spent  with  Mr.  Wittmann,  he  completed  his  knowl- 
edge of  the  business,  and  also  performed  the 
duties  of  shipping  clerk.  In  1879  he  located  in 
Blue  Hill,  and  from  that  time  until  April  1,  1890, 
he  conducted  a  first-class  harness  shop  at  that 
place.  On  April  1,  of  the  previous  year,  he  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business  as  a  member  of  the 
firm  of  R.  A.  Simpson  &  Co.,  but  upon  the  organ- 
ization of  the  Blue  Hill  Bank  in  August,  1889,  he 
was  elected  its  vice-president,  a  position  he  has 
since  held.  Mr.  Burgess  was  married  on  October 
6,  1881,  to  Miss  Jennie  Tyler,  who  was  born  in 
England,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Jane  (Price) 
Tyler,  with  whom  she  came  to  America  in  1871. 
She  and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Episco- 
pal Church,  and  the  former  belongs  to  the  K.  of 
P. ,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  Democrat.  He 
has  been  justice  of  the  peace  for  three  years,  is  a 
highly  esteemed  citizen,  and  is  a  man  of  unswerv- 
ing integrity  and  honesty.     In  1889   he  and  his 


^nr 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


wife  visited  their  native   land  and  afterward  the 
Paris  Exposition. 

George  L.  Burr  is  a  well-known  journalist  of 
this  section  of  the  country,  and  is  the  present  ef- 
ficient editor  and  proprietor  of  the  Blue  Hill  Times. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Mount  Pleasant,  Henry 
County,  Iowa,  July  12,  1859,  his  father  being  Ed- 
win M.  Burr,  an  able  lawyer,  and  the  present  pro- 
prietor and  editor  of  the  Republican  Valley  Echo, 
of  Riverton,  Neb.  The  latter  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  in  early  manhood  accompanied  his  parents, 
William  and  Harriet  M.  (Castle)  Burr,  to  Henry 
County. Iowa,  and  his  literary  education  was  finished 
in  Howe's  High  School.  He  subsequently  sti;died 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  soon  showing 
himself  to  be  possessed  of  much  ability  and  legal 
acumen,  and  he  very  successfully  continued  to 
practice  his  profession  in  the  States  of  Mis- 
souri, Kansas  and  Nebraska.  In  lS6fi  he  was  the 
candidate  of  the  Republican  party  for  Congress, 
his  home  then  being  at  Keytesville,  Chariton 
County,  Mo.  The  paternal  grandfather  of  our 
subject,  William  Burr,  emigrated  to  Montana  and 
located  on  the  present  site  of  Diamond  City,  build- 
ing the  first  house  in  that  place.  He  is  still  living, 
his  present  homo  being  in  Riverton,  Neb.  The 
mother  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  before  her 
marriage,  was  Margaret  J.  Chandler,  a  daughter  of 
Ebeneezer  and  Lucinda  Chandler,  who  were  among 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Henry  County,  Iowa.  When 
George  L.  Burr  was  about  six  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents removed  from  Iowa  to  Keytesville,  Mo.,  in 
the  public  schools  of  which  place  he  received  his 
earlier  education.  He  was  very  studious  in  his 
youth,  and  by  applying  himself  diligently  to  his 
studies  by  the  time  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  he 
had  completed  the  common  branches,  and  in  addi- 
tion to  that  had  obtained  a  knowledge  of  higher 
arithmetic,  algebra,  and  had  begun  the  study  of 
Latin.  At  the  age  of  thirteen  years  he  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Smith  Center,  Kas.,  and  here,  at 
the  age  of  eighteen,  he  began  his  career  as  a 
teacher,  an  occupation  he  continued  to  follow  for 
nine  terms  in  Smith  and  Osborne  Counties,  Kas. 
During  two  terms  he  was  principal  of  the  Smith 
Center  schools,  and  of  the  Gavlord  schools  of  the 


same  county  for  two  years.  At  spare  moments, 
during  his  career  as  an  educator,  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  the  study  of  law  and  became  sufficiently 
familiar  with  this  science  to  commence  practicing. 
He  was  married  on  July  12,  1880,  to  Miss  Hattie 
S.  Bonnette,  a  daughter  of  Rev.  L.  M.  Bonnette, 
who  was  at  that  time  pastor  of  the  Congregational 
Chuj-ch  at  Smith  Center.  In  1882  Mr.  Burr  pur- 
chased the  Smith  County  Record,  a  paper  he 
owned  and  edited  very  successfully  for  aboiit  two 
years.  He  then  established  the  Riverton  Enter- 
prise, .which  he  sold  to  his  father,  after  editing  it  for 
three  or  four  years.  In  December,  1887,  he  bought 
the  Webster  County  Winner,  published  at  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.,  and  on  March  12,  1888,  he  also  pur- 
chased the  Blue  Hill  Times  and  consolidated  the 
two  papers.  From  that  time  until  October  4, 
1889,  his  paper  bore  the  name  of  the  Times -Win- 
ner, after  which  he  changed  the  name  to  the  Blue 
Hills  Times,  a  name  it  still  bears.  Mr.  Burr  has 
been  connected  with  several  difiFerent  papers  in  the 
State  of  Nebraska.  In  December,  1887,  he  became  a 
one-half  owner  in  the  Stratton  Gazette,  which  he 
sold  at  an  excellent  profit  five  months  later.  At 
different  times  he  has  owned  and  edited  the  Camp- 
bell Press,  the  Curtis  Courier  and  the  Lawrence 
Locomotive.  Mr.  Burr's  papers  have  all  been  ed- 
ited in  the  interests  of  the  Republican  party,  of 
which  he  is  a  member,  and  he  is  considered  an  able 
writer  and  a  successful  journalist.  He  and  wife 
are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  their 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three  children : 
Edwin  M.,  Albert  L.  and  Fred.  The  eldest  child 
died  October  16,  1889,  of  diphtheria,  aged  seven 
years  five  months  and  one  day. 

Byron  C.  Burt,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Har- 
mony Township,  Webster  County.  In  reviewing 
the  lives  of  prominent  citizens  of  Webster  County, 
the  name  of  Byron  C.  Burt  is  justly  given  an  en- 
viable position,  for  it  is  difficult  to  find  one  of  the 
present  day  more  entitled  to  honorable  mention  or 
who  possesses  to  such  an  extent  the  esteem  of  his 
acquaintances.  He  was  born  in  Medina  County, 
Ohio,  May  17,  1844.  His  parents  were  born  in 
New  York  in  1806  and  1812,  respectively,  and  had 
a  family   of   five   children,   viz. :  Franklin,   Giles, 
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Biirton,  Byron  C.  and  Nancy.  Franklin,  the  eld- 
est, was  born  in  Ohio,  in  1830,  and  is  now  a  suc- 
cessful agriculturist;  Giles  was  born  in  Ohio  in 
1834,  and  is  now  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in  Wis- 
consin; Burton  was  born  in  Ohio,  ia  1840,  and  is 
farming  in  Cass  County;  Byron  C.  is  the  subject 
of  this  sketch,  and  Nancy,  born  in  1858,  in  Ohio, 
was  married  to  William  Wilber,  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. Mr.  Burt  came  to  Nebraska  in  the  early 
days  of  its  history,  and  took  a  soldier's  homestead 
of  160  acres  and  purchased  340  acres — 160  in  one 
tract,  160  in  another  tract  located  in  Section  2, 
Franklin  County,  and  twenty  acres  near  Campbell, 
thus  making  him  a  tine  farm  of  500  acres,  all  raw 
prairie  land,  which  he  immediately  set  to  work  to 
improve,  and  now  has  it  all  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  it  is  considered  to  be  as  valuable 
land  as  any  to  be  found  in  the  county.  Besides 
his  farming  operations,  which  Mr.  Burt  carries  on 
extensively,  he  is  largely  interested  in  stock-rais- 
ing, making  a  specialty  of  Holstein  cattle  and  also 
raises  an  excellent  grade  of  hogs.  Mr.  Burt 
enlisted  in  the  late  war  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in 
Company  K,  First  Ohio  Infantry,  and  was  assigned 
to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  after  seventeen 
months  being  transferred  to  the  Sixth  United 
States  Cavalry,  in  which  he  served  for  the  remain- 
der of  his  term  of  enlistment,  after  which  he  re-en- 
listed in  the  Ohio  Cavalry  for  twelve  months  longer. 
The  pirinciple  engagements  in  which  he  was  inter- 
ested are:  Williamsburg,  Va.,  Slatersville,  Va. , 
Mechanics ville,  Hanover  Court  House,  Va.,  Black 
Church,  Va.,  Malvern  Hill,  Va. ,  Paul's  Church,  Va., 
Sugar  Loaf,  Md. ,  Charlestown,  Va. ,  Hillsboro,  Va. , 
Philomont,  Va.,  Uniontown,  Va. ,  Upperville,  Va., 
Barbour' s  Cross  Eoads,  Amosville,  Sulphur  Springs, 
Fredericksburg,  Stoneman'  s  raid  around  Richmond, 
Beverly  Ford,  Middleburg,  Upperville,  Fairfield, 
Pa.,  Williamsport,  Md.,  Funkstown,  Md.  (at  this 
place  the  regiment  was  destroyed,  but  seventeen 
men  being  left),  Boonesboro,  Md.,  Antietam  and 
Brandy  Station,  Md.  Soon  after  his  enlistment, 
in  the  early  part  of  1862,  he  was  appointed  cor- 
poral, and  after  a  faithful  service  of  three  years  he 
was  honorably  discharged  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  in 
1865.      February  13,  1868,  witnessed  his  marriage 


in  Rock  County,  Wis.,  to  Miss  Ella  M.  Crosby, 
daughter  of  J.  D.  and  Aurelia  Crosby,  born  in  M'is- 
consin.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Burt  were  the  parents  of  six 
children,  four  of  whom, '  Willie,  Ina,  Lulu  and 
Archie,  are  living.  Mr.  Burt  is  a  member  and 
junior  vice  commander  of  Post  No.  243,  G.  A.  R., 
Campbell,  Neb.,  which  post  numbers  thirty  three 
members,  all  in  good  standing.  His  parents  were 
strict  Methodists,  and  Mr.  Burt  received  that  re- 
ligious training  which  has  been  a  distinctive  mark 
in  the  circle  of  family  interests,  and  he  and  family 
attend  worship  and  Sunday-school  in  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Campbell.  Since  his  residence 
in  Nebraska,  he  has  been  oflPered  the  best  ofBces  in 
the  township,  but  has  invariably  declined  them  all. 
He  is  now  serving  as  school  director,  and  takes 
special  care  in  the  selection  of  instructors  for  the 
schools  under  his  charge.  He  is  giving  his  chil 
dren  a  good  common  school  education,  and  will  have 
them  take  advantage  of  a  higher  grade  of  educa 
tion.  Mr.  Burt  has  ever  identified  himself  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  has  always  been  an 
active  and  enthusiastic  supporter  of  Republican 
principles.  He  expects  to  make  Nebraska  his  fu- 
ture home,  and  is  happy  and  contented,  sur- 
rounded by  all  the  comforts  of  life  and  an  interest- 
ing and  happy  family. 

Leartus  Campbell,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
resides  on  Section  14,  Batin  Townshiji,  Webster 
County.  Among  the  enterprising  and  prospering 
farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Webster  Coimty,  none 
are  more  worthy  of  mention  than  Leartus  Camp- 
bell. He  is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  having  first 
opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world  in 
Wayne  County,  that  State,  March  15,  1844.  His 
father  was  born  in  New  Jersey  in  1806,  and  is  now 
deceased.  The  mother  was  born  in  1808  in  Penn- 
sylvania. They  had  a  family  of  eight  children — 
three  boys  and  five  girls,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth,  as  follows :  Nancy 
Jane  died  in  her  twentieth  year;  Sarah  was  the 
wife  of  Buckley  Bedient,  a  farmer,  and  died  in 
Nebraska  of  typhoid  fever  in  her  forty -ninth  year; 
Abbie  died  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years;  Anthony 
Wayne  married  Miss  Jane  Delworth,  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  is  now  living  on  a  farm  in  Wayne 
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County,  Pa. ;  Leaiius  Campbell  was  married  in 
Pennsylvania,  in  1866,  to  Miss  Mary  Munphy,  a 
native  of  Leeds,  Yorkshire,  England,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  six  children — 
four  girls  and  two  boys,  as  follows:  Emma,  Lydia 
Ann,  Mary  Jane,  Anthony  John,  William  B.  and 
Florence  Isabella.  Emma  was  born  June  12, 
1867,  and  received  a  liberal  education,  principally 
in  the  high  school  at  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  and  also 
an  excellent  training  at  the  Carbondale  graded 
schools,  at  Carbondale,  Pa.  After  completing  her 
education  she  engaged  in  teaching,  and  had 
achieved  quite  a  success  in  that  calling,  when  she 
gave  it  np  and  married  John  Weatherwax,  a 
farmer  residing  in  Red  Cloud  Township,  and 
she  is  now  the  mother  of  a  bright  little  girl.  May, 
who  is  two  years  of  age.  Lydia  Ann  was  born  June 
13,  1869,  also  received  a  good  education,  and 
chose  millinery  and  dress-making  as  her  avocation. 
She  is  now  residing  on  the  old  homestead  with 
her  parents.  Mary  Jane  was  born  June  15,  1871. 
She,  too,  received  a  good  common-school  education, 
and  being  a  very  apt  scholar  made  rapid  advance- 
ment in  her  scholastic  studies.  She  is  now  the 
wife  of  Frank  Rickerson,  a  farmer  of  this  county. 
Anthony  John  was  born  April  1,  1873,  and  like 
the  other  members  of  the  family  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  He,  however,  has  as- 
pirations for  a  higher  education,  which  his  parents 
will  gratify.  William  was  born  February  3, 1878, 
and  is  now  attending  school  in  the  home  district. 
Florence  Isabella  was  born  December  15,  1884, 
and  is  a  bright  little  girl  of  live  years,  with  a 
decided  talent  for  music.  Mr.  Campbell  enlisted 
in  Company  I,  Eighty-fourth  Pennsylvania  Colored 
Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Po- 
tomac, under  Gen.  Paul  Sickles.  He  afterward 
served  under  Gen.  W.  S.  Hancock,  who  was  greatly 
honored  and  revered  by  his  soldiers.  Mr.  Campbell 
was  actively  engaged  at  Fredericksburg,  Chancel - 
lorsville,  Gettysburg,  Locust  Grove,  Spottsylvania 
(a  two-days  hard  tight).  Cold  Harbor,  siege  of  Pe 
tersburg,  battle  of  the  Wilderness,  Gainesville, 
Chapman's  Farm,  and  about  sixteen  other  en- 
gagements. He  was  in  the  nine-months  siege  at 
Petersburg,  Va. ,  and  was  in  the  severest  battles  of 


the  war,  but  came  through  uninjured,  although 
he  had  many  narrow  escapes,  at  one  time  having 
his  knapsack  shot  from  his  back,  and  has  many 
times  had  bullet  holes  through  his  blouse.  After 
his  discharge  near  Washington,  D.  C,  June  25, 
1865,  Mr.  Campbell  returned  to  his  home,  where 
he  remained  for  some  time.  In  1868  he  moved 
his  family  to  Carbondale,  Pa.,  where  he  entered 
the  employ  of  the  Delaware  &  Hudson  Coal  Com- 
pany, and  was  under  the  supervision  of  one  mas- 
ter during  the  whole  time  of  service.  He  left 
with  gilt-edged  recommendations  in  1877  and 
came  to  Nebraska,  homesteading  160  acres  of 
wild  land,  which  he  has  since  made  into  a  most 
comfortable  home,  on  which  he  and  his  family 
now  reside.  He  commenced  farming  operations 
on  the  lone  prairie  farm  with  an  ox  team  and  a 
very  meager  supply  of  farm  implements,  and  dur- 
ing these  hard  times  he  was  greatly  encouraged 
and  aided  by  his  estimable  wife.  Mr.  Campbell 
has  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party, 
and  has  always  supported  the  sound  principles  of 
Democracy.  He  cast  his  first  vote  for  Samuel  J. 
Tilden,  and  has  advocated  the  same  JefPersonian 
principles  as  his  father  before  him.  He  has  taken 
a  very  active  part  in  township  and  county  affairs, 
and  has  served  as  moderator  of  his  district  for  six 
years,  and  during  his  incumbency  of  this  office 
he  has  been  an  advocate  of  good  and  compe- 
tent instructors  at  a  reasonable  salary.  Both  he 
and  wife  are  devoted  members  of  the  Roman 
Catholic  Church,  and  have  had  all  their  children 
confirmed.  They  attend  exercises  at  Red  Cloud. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Campbell  have  established  them- 
selves in  a  good  comfortable  home  where,  sur 
rounded  by  an  intelligent  family,  they  expect  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  their  days. 

Case  &  McNeuy.  The  law  firm  of  Case  &  Mc- 
Neny  has  gained  an  enviable  reputation  in  this 
section  of  Nebraska.  Indeed,  but  few  firms  in  the 
State  are  better  or  more  widely  known,  and  but 
few  equal  it  in  the  scope  of  its  business.  O.  C. 
Case,  the  senior  member,  was  born  in  Rochester, 
N.  Y.,  in  1852,  and  received  his  literary  education 
in  his  native  State.  He  came  west,  and,  after  at- 
tending the  Iowa  State  University,  was  graduated 
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in  law  in  1876.  Subsequently  lie  first  located  in 
Le  Mars,  Iowa,  and  upon  practicing  at  that  place 
until  1879,  came  thence  to  Nebraska,  and  chose  a 
home  in  Red  Cloud,  where  he  was  occupied  alone 
in  the  prosecution  of  his  professional  duties  until 
1881 .  A  partnership  was  then  formed  with  James 
McNeny,  which  still  exists,  and  is  recognized  as 
one  of  strength  and  ability.  This  firm  has  one  of 
the  finest  law  libraries  in  the  State.  Mr.  Case 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
He  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political  views,  and,  al- 
though this  district  is  strongly  Republican,  he  was 
elected  to  the  State  Senate  in  1882,  on  the  Dem- 
ocratic ticket.  He  is  tinmarried.  His  parents, 
Michael  and  Mary  (Bills)  Case,  were  natives  of  New 
England.  James  McNeny,  the  junior  member  of 
this  representative  firm,  was  born  in  York  State  in 
1854,  and  graduated  from  the  Toronto  College, 
Canada.  He  read  law  under  Samuel  Hand,  in  New 
York,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  this  county  in 
1881,  and  at  the  same  time  formed  a  partnership 
with  Mr.  Case,  with  whom  he  has  been  practicing 
ever  since.  He  was  admitted  to  the  supreme  and 
federal  courts  in  1883,  served  as  city  attorney  of 
Red  Cloud  for  five  years,  and  in  1888  was  presi- 
dential elector  for  his  district.  He  is  acknowledged 
to  be  a  young  man  of  decided  worth  and  influence 
among  his  professional  colleagues. 

George  P.  Cather  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
residing  on  Section  2-3-12,  Catherton  Township. 
Webster  County,  Neb.  Among  the  substantial 
farmers  of  Webster  County  who  are  worthy  of 
mention  in  this  work,  none  are  more  so  than  Mr. 
Cather,  who  has  been  long  and  prominently  iden- 
tified with  its  history.  He  first  opened  his  eyes 
to  the  light  of  this  world  in  Frederick  County,  Va., 
in  March,  1847,  and  was  the  eldest  child  born  to 
William  and  Carolina  Cather,  nee  Smith,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  Virginia.  His  father  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  lived  in  his  native  State 
all  his  life,  until  1878,  when  he  came  to  Webster 
County.  He  died  in  Red  Cloud  in  the  fall  of  1887. 
The  mother  is  still  living,  and  resides  in  Red 
Cloud.  His  parents  were  both  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  in  his  native  State,  receiving  a  good  com- 


mon-school education.  Upon  attaining  his  major- 
ity he  started  in  life  for  himself.  He  first  engaged 
as  a  teacher,  for  several  terms;  later,  acted  as 
deputy  sheriff  in  Frederick  County  for  about  three 
years,  after  which  he  engaged  in  different  pursuits 
until  coming  to  this  county,  in  the  fall  of  1873. 
Here  he  took  up  land  under  the  pre-emption, 
homestead  and  timber-claim  acts,  in  all  aggregat- 
ing 480  acres  of  good  land,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  480  acres  more,  making  a  farm  of  9()0  acres 
of  land,  all  improved  and  well  stocked.  Mr.  Cather 
was  the  first  actual  settler  in  this  township,  and  was 
influential  in  bringing  peoj^le  both  from  his  native 
State  and  other  Eastern  States.  He  has  also  been 
identified  with  the  political  interests  of  his  county. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  is  serving  his 
fourth  term  as  township  supervisor.  Prior  to  this 
he  was  twice  elected  assessor.  The  year  1873 
witnessed  his  marriage  to  Miss  Frank  A.  Smith, 
daughter  of  H.  N.  and  Fannie  (Cleverly)  Smith, 
both  natives  of  Vermont.  Mrs.  Cather  was  born 
in  Boston,  in  August,  1846.  She  was  a  graduate 
from  Mount  Holyoke  Female  Seminary,  and  before 
her  marriage  was  a  prominent  educator,  of  Vir- 
ginia. By  this  union  there  are  five  children,  viz. : 
Carrie,  Blanche,  G.  P.,  Frank  W.  and  Oscar  E., 
the  last  two  being  twins.  Mrs.  Cather  and  the  two 
eldest  children  belong  to  the  Baptist  Church. 

Thomas  P.  Chambers,  an  old  settler  and  esteemed 
and  worthy  citizen  of  Potsdam  Township,  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Licking  County,  Ohio, 
October  7,  1846,  being  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Nancy  (Brown)  Chambers,  the  former  a  native  of 
Licking  County,  Ohio,  born  October  8,  1818,  and 
the  latter  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  December 
11,  1818.  Our  subject  was  the  third  in  a  family 
of  nine  children,  of  whom  six  were  boys,  and  five 
of  them — four  sons  and  one  daughter — are  still 
living.  The  names  of  the  nine  children  are  as 
follows:  Daniel  (deceased),  George  W.  (deceased), 
Thomas  P.,  James  H., Elizabeth  (deceased),  Simeon 
B.,  Mary  Ann,  Sarah  (deceased)  and  Samuel  J. 
The  parents  are  now  living  in  Elm  Creek  Town- 
ship, Webster  County.  When  the  siabject  of  this 
sketch  was  five  years  old  his  parents  removed  to 
the  southern  part  of  Wisconsin,  residing  there  on 
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a  farm  for  one  j'ear,  when  tbey  moved  to  Ogle 
County,  111. ,  where  our  subject  spent  his  boyhood, 
in  winter  attending  the  district  school,  and  in 
summer  laboring  upon  a  farm.  When  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age  he  accompanied  his  parents 
to  Knox  County,  111. ,  where  he  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  youth  and  the  first  years  of  his  manhood 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  In  the  spring  of  1873. 
together  with  his  father,  mother,  three  brothers 
and  one  sister,  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  located 
on  a  homestead,  that  had  been  filed  by  his  father, 
in  Section  8,  Elm  Creek  Township,  Webster 
County,  upon  which  both  the  father  and  mother 
now  reside.  The  same  year  the  family  came  to 
Nebraska  our  subject  and  his  brother,  James  H., 
homesteaded  the  west  half  of  Section  32,  in  Pots- 
dam Township,  and  both  of  them  have  since  proved 
up  their  claims.  Thomas  P.  has  lived  on  his 
homestead,  comprising  160  acres  of  good  land, 
ever  since,  and  it  is  now  a  handsome  and  well 
improved  farm.  In  1880  Mr.  Chambers  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Ann  Callahan,  the  widow  of 
John  J.  Callahan,  formerly  of  Iowa.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Ann  McBeth,  and  she  was  born  in  Mani- 
toba, in  July,  1849.  The  marriage  of  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chambers  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  three 
children,  viz. :  Ernest  Joseph,  Earl  Thomas  and 
Elizabeth,  of  whom  the  second  died  in  his  third 
year.  By  her  first  husband  Mrs.  Chambers  had 
four  children,  as  follows:  Alexander,  John,  Mary, 
James,  all  of  whom  are  living  and  make  their  home 
with  Mr.  Chambers.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui'ch.  Mr. 
Chambers  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  in  politics  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He  has  served 
■two  terms  as  constable,  and  he  has  been  a  member 
of  the  school  board  during  almost  his  entire  resi- 
dence in  Nebraska.  He  is  an  honest,  upright, 
enterprising  man,  and  he  and  wife  are  among  the 
very  best  citizens  of  Webster  County.  He  was 
formerly  a  Republican. 

Hon.  G.  R.  Chaney,  of  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  the 
subject  of  this  sketch,  was  born  near  Cambridge 
in  the  State  of  Ohio  in  1844,  and  is  the  son  of 
Finley  and  Jemima  (Reed)  Chaney.  His  father, 
Finley  Chaney,  was  born  near  Baltimore,  Md.,  and 


was  a  relative  of  the  famous  John  Chaney  of  Ohio, 
who  died  a  few  years  ago  at  the  age  of  ninety-two. 
Finley  Chaney  died  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  only  four  years  old,  leaving  a  widow  and  three 
children,  of  whom  G.  R.  Chaney  is  the  eldest. 
His  widow  subsequently  married,  and  when  our 
subject  was  nine  years  old,  he  was  thrown  entirely 
upon  his  own  resources.  He  worked  upon  a  farm 
in  the  summer  and  attended  a  country  district 
school  in  the  winter,  so  that  his  educational  advan- 
tages were  quite  limited,  and  he  had  but  little  edu- 
cation when  he  enlisted  in  the  Federal  army  at  the 
outbreak  of  the  Civil  War  in  1861.  He  served  as  a 
private  soldier  three  years  and  thirteen  days,  when 
he  was  mustered  out  of  the  servjce.  On  his  retiu'n 
home  he  attended  school  for  several  years,  and 
studied  law  in  the  office  of  Hon.  J.  R.  Bobo,  at 
Decatur,  Ind.,  and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  the 
spring  of  1870.  In  1872  he  opened  an  office  in 
Plymouth,  Ind. ,  where  he  practiced  with  the  usual 
success  until  1880,  when  he  moved  west.  In  1883 
he  located  at  Red  Cloud,  where  he  has  since  re- 
sided. He  is  the  author  of  several  law  books,  all 
of  which  have  been  well  received  by  the  profession 
— first,  Index-Digest  of  Kansas  Reports,  comj)iled 
in  1882,  and  published  by  E.  B.  Meyers  &  Co. ,  of 
Chicago;  a  Digest  of  Nebraska  Reports,  completed 
in  1886,  and  published  by  Mills  Publishing  Co., 
Des  Moines,  Iowa;  Nebraska  Citations,  which  he 
completed  in  1888,  but  he  was  unfortunate  enough 
to  have  the  plates  for  this  work,  together  with  350 
volumes  .of  the  book,  destroyed  in  the  fire  which 
consumed  the  Gazette-Journal  office  at  Hastings, 
Neb.,  in  1889.  He  is  at  present  engaged  in  revis- 
ing his  Nebraska  Digest.  Mr.  Chaney  has  had  a 
good  law  business  since  coming  to  Red  Cloud,  and 
is  a  scrupulous  observer  of  professional  etiquette. 
He  is  a  Mason  and  a  luemlier  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  is  well  and  favorably  known 
throughout  the  State,  both  as  a  lawyer  and  a  man. 
A.  W.  Choat,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Oak  Creek 
Township,  Webster  County,  Neb.,  resides  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  14,  Town  4,  Range  9. 
Prominently  identified  with  the  agricultural  inter- 
ests of  Webster  County  is  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.     Born  in  Pickaway  County, 
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Ohio,  near  Columbus,  in  1838,  he  is  the  fifth  of  ten 
children  born  to  Mites  P.  and  Jane  (Jordan)  Choat. 
His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1S04,  but 
in  early  youth  moved  to  Ohio,  and  was  there  mar- 
ried in  1830  to  Miss  Jane  Jordan,  who  was  also 
born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  with  her  parents 
to  Ohio  when  she  was  a  child.  To  their  married 
life  were  born  the  following  children:  Mary  A., 
James,  Margaret,  Hiram,  Alpheus,  Minerva,  Louis, 
John,  Melville  and  Francis,  all  of  whom  are  now 
living  with  the  exception  of  John,  who  died  in  the 
late  War.  His  father  was  a  farmer  all  his  life, 
and  as  such  was  very  successful.  In  1843  he 
moved  to  Indiana,  thence  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Deertield  Township,  Chickasaw  County.  Here 
Mrs.  Choat  died  August  28,  1888,  and  was  followed 
by  her  husband  one  year  later.  Mr.  Choat  was 
prominently  identified  with  the  affairs  of  his  com- 
munity, and  in  the  year  1862-03  served  as  super- 
visor of  his  township.  He  belonged  to  the  Masonic 
fraternity,  and  helped  organize  the  lodge  at  Brad- 
ford. The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  spent 
his  school  days  in  Indiana  and  Iowa.  In  1859  he 
was  seized  with  the  gold  fever  and  started  over- 
land across  the  plains  to  California,  driving  an  ox- 
team,  and  arrived  there  without  experiencing  any 
serious  delays.  Here  he  remained  for  ten  years, 
following  mining  with  varying  success.  In  1869 
he  returned  to  Iowa  and  engaged  in  cultivating  the 
soil,  and  in  1871  followed  the  tide  of  immigration  to 
Webster  County,  locating  160  acres  of  government 
land,  on  which  he  now  lives.  In  1873  Miss  Sarah 
Stevenson,  daughter  of  Franklin  Stevenson,  of  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  became  his  wife,  and  to  them  have 
been  given  five  children,  viz. :  Ray  B.  (born  Decem- 
ber 25,  1874),  Melvin  (born  July  17,  1876),  Ross 
(born  Jrdy  9, 1878,  and  died  July  23,  1879),  Ches- 
ter  (born  April  5,  1880)  and  Julie  J.  (born  Janu- 
ary 22,  1883).  Mr.  Choat  came  to  this  county 
when  it  was  thinly  settled,  and  has  seen  its  entire 
growth  and  improvement.  He  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful since  casting  his  lot  in  Nebraska,  which  is 
mainly  due  to  honest  hard  work  and  good  business 
ability.  He  takes  a  deep  interest  in  educational 
and  religious  matters,  as  well  as  in  all  things  tend- 
ing to  the  improvement  of  the  country.     Mr.  Choat 


votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  takes  a  prominent 
part  in  political  affairs.  In  secret  societies  he 
belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance.  He  is  at  present  serving  on  the 
school  board  in  District  No.  53.  In  connection 
with  his  farm  and  stock  interests,  Mr.  Choat  has  a 
fine  young  orchard  and  nice  grove,  in  which  he 
takes  great  and  just  pride. 

E.  K.  Conrad,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Blue 
HiU,  Neb.  Mr.  Conrad  was  born  in  Maryland  in 
1842  and  was  the  second  in  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren, six  now  living,  born  to  Isaac  and  Elizabeth 
(Ethel)  Conrad,  natives,  also,  of  Maryland.  The 
father  was  a  mechanic  and  remained  in  his  native 
State  until  1850,  when  he  moved  to  Peoria  County, 
111. ,  and  engaged  in  farming.  There  the  mother 
died  in  March,  1863,  but  the  father  is  still  living 
and  makes  his  home  in  Nebraska.  Their  children 
were  named  as  follows:  Oliver  (came  to  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  in  1881,  and  now  resides  at  Bladen), 
Susan  (now  Mrs.  Watson,  of  Peoria  County,  111.), 
George  (married,  and  came  to  Webster  County  in 
1886),  William  (married  and  resides  in  Canton, 
111.),  and  Elizabeth  (now Mrs.  McCarthy,  of  Farm- 
ington,  Fulton  County,  111.).  E.  K.  Conrad  was 
reared  to  the  arduous  duties  of  the  farm,  educated 
in  the  schools  of  Pennsylvania  and  Dlinois,  and  in 
1862  enlisted  in  Peoria  County,  111.,  in  the  Eighty- 
sixth  Illinois  Infantry,  Company  D,  for  three 
years.  He  was  in  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland, 
was  in  the  battles  of  Perryville,  Chickamauga, 
Chattanooga,  Kenesaw,  and  was  with  Sherman  on 
his  march  to  the  sea.  He  was  at  Atlanta,  Benton- 
ville,  and  was  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  being 
honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Fry,  Chicago,  on 
June  27,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to  Peoria 
County,  111.,  and  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil. 
He  was  married  in  the  last-named  county  in  Octo- 
ber, 1865,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Green,  a  native  of 
Peoria  County,  111.,  and  the  daughter  of  Silas  and 
Sarah  (Wedman)  Green,  natives  of  the  Old  Do- 
minion. Mr.  and  Mrs.  Green  emigrated  at  an 
early  day  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  and  there  they 
both  jsassed  the  remainder  of  their  days,  the 
father's  death  occiirring  in  1862  and  the  mother's 
on  March  1,  1890.      E.  K.  Conrad  tilled  the  soil 
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in  Peoria  County  for  two  years,  and  in  18 
to  Livingston  County,  where  he  continued  his 
former  occupation  for  sis  years.  In  1874  he 
moved  to  Washington  County,  Iowa,  and  in  1876 
to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  where  he  put  up  a  dug- 
out and  resided  in  it  for  six  years.  He  opened  up 
land  and  is  now  the  owner  of  160  acres,  all  in  a 
good  state  of  cultivation.  He  takes  considerable 
interest  in  politics  and  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  is  a  member  of  the  Alliance  and  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  He  and  Mrs.  Conrad  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  They  are  the 
parents  of  the.se  children:  Mina  (now  Mrs.  Real), 
W.  E.,  Nancy  L.,  William,  Frank,  Ruby,  Lewis 
and  Guy. 

Oliver  Eugene  Conrad,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  residing  on  Section  27,  Glenwood  Township, 
Webster  County,  was  born  January  30,  1845,  in 
Washington  County,  Md.,  the  fourth  of  a  family 
of  eleven  children,  viz, :  Elias  (who  was  a  farmer 
and  stock-raiser,  and  died  in  McCook,  Neb.,  in 
1888),  Ezra  (a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  lives  in 
Batin  Township,  Webster  County),  Susan  (now 
Mrs.  Simeon  Watson,  lives  in  Peoria  County,  111., 
where  her  husband  works  at  his  trade — that  of  a 
cabinet-maker),  Oliver  (our  subject,  next  in  fam 
ily  chronology),  William  (is  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Canton,  111.),  George  (is  married  and  re- 
sides in  Webster  County,  Neb.,  where  he  is  very 
successfully  engaged  in  farming),  Emma  (died  in 
her  ninth  year),  Mary  (married  R.  Downing,  a 
farmer,  and  resides  in  Washington  County,  Iowa), 
Elizabeth  (was  born  in  Illinois,  and  now  lives  at 
Farmington,  111. ,  where  her  husband  is  a  very  suc- 
cessful butcher),  and  Jacob  Calvin  and  James  Els- 
worth  (both  dead,  the  former  dying  in  his  sixth 
year,  and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  four  years).  The 
mother  was  born  in  Maryland,  of  Welsh  descent, 
and  died  in  Peoria  County,  111.,  in  1863.  The 
father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1814,  and  now 
makes  bis  home  with  our  subject.  He  is  now  sev- 
enty-five j'ears  of  age  and  enjoys  very  good  health. 
Oliver  Conrad  obtained  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Illinois,  whither  his  parents  had 
moved  when  he  was  quite  young,  and  this  edu- 
cation admirably  fitted  him  for  the  practical  duties 


of  life.  He  has  been  twice  married:  First,  on 
March  4,  1870,  to  Miss  Sarah  A.  Babbitt,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  who  bore  him  three  children,  the  eldest 
of  whom,  Charles  Albert,  died  in  1888,  in  his  seven- 
teenth year,  of  consumption  (he  was  born  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  III.,  and  received  a  liberal  educa 
tion  in  the  common  schools  of  Nebraska  and  Iowa) ; 
Silas  Harry  ( born  March  31 ,  1873)  is  farming  in  Pot 
tawatamie  County,  Iowa,  and  Emma  Belle  (who 
was  born  August  26,  1876,  in  Mills  County,  Iowa). 
is  now  attending  school.  Mr.  Conrad's  second 
marriage  occiirred  September  7,  1884,  Miss  Mar- 
tha Jane  Thomas,  a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in 
Mount  Vernon,  December  9,  1862,  being  the 
interested  party,  and  this  marriage  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children,  namely:  Isaac  Ray- 
mond (a  bright  little  boy  of  four  summers)  and 
Fiank  Leslie  (now  in  his  first  year).  Mr.  Conrad 
served  his  country  during  the  late  war,  enlisting  in 
Company  E,  One  Hundred  and  Thirty- ninth  Illi- 
nois Volunteers.  He  was  mustered  into  service  at 
Peoria,  111.,  in  1864,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Army 
of  the  Cumberland.  In  the  spring  of  1865  he  re- 
enlisted  in  Co.'iipany  E,  One  Hundred  and  Fifty 
first  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  was  trans- 
ported to  Columbus,  Ga.,  being  assigned  to  duty 
under  Gen.  Judy.  After  his  first  enlistment  his 
regiment  was  ordered  to  St.  Louis,  thence  to  Frank- 
lin Station  to  intercept  Gen.  Price.  During  the 
first  enlistment  he  was  taken  ill  with  intermittent 
fever  and  was  sent  to  the  hospital  at  Cairo,  where 
he  remained  three  weeks  before  ready  for  duty, 
and  was  honoral)ly  discharged  at  Springfield,  111., 
in  the  spring  of  1866.  In  1882  Mr.  Conrad  immi- 
grated from  Mills  County,  Iowa,  to  Nebraska, 
locating  in  Glenwood  Township,  Webster  County, 
where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  land,  115  acres 
of  which  were  under  cultivation.  Here  he  has  re- 
sided ever  since,  and  has  watched  the  steady  and 
rapid  growth  of  the  country  up  to  the  present  time. 
At  the  time  of  his  settlement  hero,  Blue  Hill,  then 
a  village  of  300  inhabitants,  was  the  nearest  market. 
Mr.  Conrad  has  always  identified  himself  with  the 
Democratic  party,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Sey- 
mour and  Blair.  During  the  past  two  or  three 
years    he  has  taken  considerable  interest  in  the 
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municipal  afPairs  of  his  township  and  county,  but, 
although  he  has  been  tendered  several  offices  of 
trust  and  honor,  he  has  declined  in  each  case.  He 
is  a  member  and  an  ardent  supporter  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance,  and  is  firm  in  his  belief  that  this 
society  will  be  the  strongest  promoter  of  farmers' 
interests  of  any  society  organized  by  the  farmers 
of  Nebraska.  He  and  wife  expect  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  their  lives  in  this  State. 

Clark  C.  Coon,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  Among  those  who  have  become  inti- 
mately associated  with  the  farming  and  stock  rais- 
ing interests  of  Webster  County,  we  cannot  fail  to 
mention  Mr.  Clark  C.  Coon,  who  was  early  taught 
the  duties  of  farm  life.  He  was  born  in  Dryden, 
Tompkins  County,  N.  Y..  on  the  10th  of  April, 
1815,  and  is  the  son  of  John  and  Susanah  (Bab- 
cock)  Coon,  natives  also  of  the  Empire  State.  He 
assisted  his  father  on  the  farm  until  in  his  twenty- 
eighth  year,  and  then  went  to  Rock  County,  Wis., 
where  he  remained  for  twenty-four  years  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits.  From  there  he  went  to 
Montgomery  County,  Iowa,  where  he  remained  four 
years  and  then  moved  to  Nebraska,  locating  on  his 
fine  farm  of  160  acres  in  November,  1S71,  and 
bringing  his  family  here  the  following  year.  His 
trading  point  at  this  time  was  Beatrice,  which  was 
120  miles  distant.  He  brought  his  family  in  a 
wagon,  and  the  first  four  months  of  their  resi- 
dence here  were  spent  in  a  covered  wagon.  Buffalo 
and  other  game  were  very  plentiful  at  that  time, 
and  Mr.  Coon  and  his  family  endured  the  many 
hardships  of  early  settlers.  Mr.  Coon  was  married 
in  1841  to  Miss  Sarah  C.  Gifford,  who  died  in  the 
spring  of  1843.  June  16,  1846,  Mr.  Coon  married 
Miss  Nancy  P.  Andrus,  daughter  of  Henry  and 
Nancy  (Conant)  Andrus,  and  a  native  of  Ashta- 
bula County,  Ohio,  born  November  22,  1819.  The 
result  of  this  union  was  the  birth  of  four  children: 
Mariah  J.,  born  May  22,  1847  (deceased);  Sarah 
(deceased),  born  May  2,  1850:  John  A.  and  George 
E.  (twins),  born  March  20,  1853  [see  sketch].  Mr. 
Coon  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest  farms 
in  the  county,  and  is  an  honest,  upright  citizen. 
He  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket  until 
late  years,   and  is  now  a  declared  anti-monopolist. 


He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Old  Settlers'  Association,  composed 
of  families  that  came  here  before  1874.  Himself 
and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  are  much  esteemed  citizens  of  the 
community.  They  are  very  comfortably  fixed, 
indeed,  and  can  spend  their  declining  years  in 
peace  and  plenty. 

John  A.  Coon,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  The  name  which  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  bears,  has  already  been  given  considerable 
prominence  in  this  work,  not,  however,  without 
justice,  as  all  will  acknowledge,  for  the  Coon  family 
have  been  identified  with  the  interests  of  the  county 
since  its  organization,  and  are  among  its  most  promi- 
nent and  enterprising  citizens.  John  A.  Coon  was 
born  in  Rock  Coiinty,  Wis.,  on  March  20,  1853,  and 
is  the  son  of  Clark  C.  and  Permelia  (Andrus)  Coon, 
whose  sketch  immediately  precedes  this.  Out'  sub 
ject  remained  in  his  native  State  until  1867,  and 
then  moved  to  Iowa  with  his  parents.  In  1872  they 
emigrated  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Webster  County, 
and  there  they  have  since  made  their  home.  John 
A.  received  a  good  practical  education  in  his  native 
cormty  and  followed  the  precept  and  example  of 
his  father  by  becoming  an  agriculturist.  He  home- 
steaded  160  acres  in  1873,  and  this  he  has  im- 
proved in  evei-y  way.  He  has  a  new  two- story 
house,  also  good  barns,  sheds  and  out-buildings, 
and  is  a  man  to  make  his  mark  as  an  agriculturist, 
being  thorough  and  progressive  in  his  ideas.  He 
was  married,  October  8,  1879,  to  Miss  May  I.  Arm- 
strong, a  native  of  Illinois,  born  October  8,  1862, 
and  the  daiighter  of  Alex,  and  Mary  (Ellis)  Arm- 
strong, natives  of  Indiana.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coon  have  been  born  two  children:  Gertie  and 
Georgia  Etta.  Mr.  Coon  has  an  excellent  farm, 
and  is  a  representative  citizen,  being  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  spirits  in  matters  of  interest. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  but  like  his  father, 
favors  the  anti-monopolist  measure,  also  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance  movement.  He  and  wife  are  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Ash  Creek, 
and  he  is  one  of  the  trustees  and  the  steward.  Mrs. 
Coon  removed  to  this  county  with  her  father  No- 
vember 10,  1872. 
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George  E.  Coon,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  This  esteemed  and  enterprising  agri- 
culturist was  born  March  20,  1853,  in  Rock  County, 
Wis.,  and  is  the  son  of  Clark  C.  and  Permelia 
(Andi-us)  Coon  [see  sketch  of  father].  George  E. 
Coon  remained  in  his  native  State  until  in  his 
fourteenth  year,  when  he  moved  with  his  parents 
to  Iowa,  and  there  remained  four  years.  In  1872 
he  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  here  he  has  since 
made  his  home  (except  during  the  time  of  resi- 
dence in  Kansas  and  Colorado),  following  farming, 
which  occupation  he  had  been  taught  in  early 
youth.  He  was  give:i  a  good  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  this  he  has  improved  very  materially 
by  reading  and  observation.  In  1874  he  took  a 
homestead  of  160  acres  in  Smith  County,  Kas., 
and  this  he  still  owns.  He  made  final  proof  on  his 
homestead  in  1880,  then  went  to  Colorado,  en- 
gaged in  freighting  and  ranching,  and  remained 
until  the  fall  of  1882,  when  he  returned  to  Ne- 
braska. The  farm  is  in  good  condition  and  all  under 
cultivation.  In  the  fall  of  1882  Mi-.  Coon  purchased 
his  home  place  of  160  acres,  which  he  has  im- 
proved with  a  good  stone  house,  substantial  barns, 
sheds  and  granaries.  He  has  also  a  nice  young 
orchard  He  is  one  of  the  few  who  braved  the 
hardships  and  varied  experiences  of  the  early  set- 
tlers, and  has  since  been  a  witness  of  the  rapid 
growth  and  improvement  of  the  country.  Wild 
animals  were  plentiful  at  that  time,  and  Red  Cloud 
was  a  small  station  for  five  or  six  houses.  Mr. 
Coon  is  enterprising  and  energetic  and  one  of  the 
best  citizens  of  the  county.  He  was  married  on 
May  18,  1876,  to  Miss  Dora  A.  Brewer,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  born  May  12,  1859,  and  the  daughter 
of  William  W.  and  Mary  I.  (Armstrong)  Brewer, 
natives  also  of  Illinois.  Mr.  Coon  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  kind  and  faithful  helpmate  September 
16,  1877,  and  has  remained  a  widower  ever  since. 
She  was  a  good  woman  in  the  fullest  sense  of  the 
word,  and  her  husband  cherishes  and  reveres  her 
memory.  Mr.  Coon  has  been  a  life-long  Repub- 
lican, but  favors  the  anti-monopolist  movement. 
In  1884  he  was  elected  township  assessor,  was  re- 
elected in  1886,  and  in  1887  was  elected  supervisor 
of  his  township,   which  position  he  has  held  for 


three  terms,  being  re-elected  in  1889,  for  a  term 
of  two  years.  He  also  favors  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance movement,  and  is  always  interested  in  all  en 
terprises  for  the  good  of  the  county. 

Isaac  Cowley,  a  prominent  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  Section  6,  Batin  Township,  Web- 
ster County,  is  a  Manx  by  birth,  being  born  on  the 
Isle  of  Man,  near  the  city  of  Douglas,  in  Decem- 
ber, 1834.  He  was  the  fourth  of  a  family  of  five 
children — four  boys  and  one  girl — and  is  the  only 
one  now  living.  The  oldest,  William,  died  about 
1857;  John  and  Thomas  did  not  long  survive,  and 
their  mother  died  in  1872.  Mr.  Cowley's  parents 
were  both  natives  of  the  Isle  of  Man.  When  our 
subject  was  twenty-three  years  of  age,  he  decided 
to  seek  his  fortunes  in  the  new  world.  Accord- 
ingly in  1857  he  left  his  native  land  and  sailf  d  for 
America,  landing  in  New  York,  but  coming  west 
as  far  as  Lake  County,  111.,  where  he  settled  on  a 
farm  about  forty-five  miles  from  Chicago.  After 
living  there  three  years,  he  went  to  Coles  County' 
111.  Here  he  remained  until  1873,  when  he  came 
to  Nebraska  by  wagon  and  homesteaded  160  acres, 
to  which  he  has  since  added  another  160,  making 
a  good  farm,  all  of  which  is  of  a  superior  quality, 
and  well  stocked  with  cattle  and  hogs.  He  has  a 
good  comfortable  house,  barns,  out-buildings,  etc. 
When  he  came  here  there  was  not  a  vestige  of  im- 
provement to  be  seen,  and  his  nearest  market  was 
Hastings,  a  distance  of  about  thirty  eight  miles; 
now  he  has  excellent  markets  at  Bladen,  and  Red 
Cloud,  the  county  seat,  fifteen  miles  distant.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Cowley,  nee  Nancy  Jane  Carr,  born  in 
Shelby  County,  111.,  in  1848,  have  one  child,  a 
boy,  Charles  Wesley,  who  was  born  in  1876,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead;  and  will  undoubtedly 
make  farming  his  pursuit  in  life.  Mr.  Cowley  has 
always  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln, 
though  he  doesn't  take  a  very  active  interest  in 
local  politics,  except  to  exercise  his  franchise.  He 
served  as  postmaster  of  Catherton,  Neb. ,  for  eleven 
years.  Mrs.  Cowley  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Although  Mr.  Cowley  never  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  a  common-school  education,  he  strongly 
advocates  the  practical  education  of  to-day. 
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Alexander  H.  Crary,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Guide  Rock,  Neb.  This  representative,  substan- 
tial citizen  of  Webster  County  owes  his  nativity  to 
Connecticut,  where  he  was  born,  in  New  London 
County,  October  29,  1841,  one  of  a  family  of  chil- 
dren, nine  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  five  of 
whom — three  boys  and  two  girls — are  still  living, 
born  to  the  union  of  Capt.  EHsha  A.  and  Eliza 
(Brewster)  Crary,  both  born,  reared  and  married  in 
Connecticut,  the  former  of  English  descent.  Mrs. 
Crary' s  ancestors  came  over  to  America  in  the  "  May- 
flower. ' '  Capt.  E.  A.  Crary  was  a  farmer  and  re- 
sided in  his  native  State  all  his  life,  being  the  only 
one  of  five  sons  to  remain  at  home,  the  others  all  go- 
ing west.  He  was  captain  of  militia  in  New  London 
County,  and  filled  many  local  offices  of  trust  and 
honor.  He  died  about  the  year  1854,  his  widow 
surviving  until  June  of  1867,  when  she  too  passed 
from  this  earth.  Alexander  H.  Crary  grew  to 
maturity  in  the  State  of  his  nativity,  receiving  a 
good  common-school  education,  and  remained  with 
his  parents  until  he  had  reached  his  twenty  second 
year,  when  in  the  spring  of  1865  he  came  west  to 
Iowa,  locating  in  Clayton  County  with  his  uncle, 
Judge  O.  W.  Crary,  with  whom  he  remained  two 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1867  he  came  to  Grundy 
County,  where  his  brother,  Capt.  E.  A.  Crary  re 
sided,  and  remained  there  until  the  fall  of  1871, 
at  that  time  coming  to  Webster  County,  Neb. 
bringing  with  him  a  team  and  cattle,  and  arriving 
here  in  October  of  the  same  year.  He  first  home 
steaded  160  acres,  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  im 
mediately  commenced  improving  it.  He  has  since 
purchased  more  land  at  different  times,  and  now 
owns  1.200  acres  in  five  tracts,  all  fine  tillable 
land,  a  good  share  of  which  is  fenced,  and  about 
500  acres  under  the  plow.  His  place  is  located 
jast  one  mile  from  Guide  Rock,  and  on  it  he  has 
erected  a  good  large  residence,  big  barns,  sheds, 
cribs,  etc.,  and  with  a  wind  pump,  stock  scales, 
and  a  stream  of  living  water  running  through  his 
farm,  he  is  afforded  unusual  facilities  for  feeding 
and  caring  for  stock.  He  is  one  of  the  largest 
land  owners  in  the  south  part  of  the  county,  and 
his  property  has  all  been  acquired  by  good  busi- 
ness tact  and  abilitv.      Since    his    location    here. 


Mr.  Crary  has  been  extensively  engaged  in  feed- 
ing stock  for  the  market  each  year,  feeding  on 
an  average  of  from  one  to  six  car  loads  of  cat- 
tle, and  two  of  hogs  annually.  In  politics,  Mr. 
Crary  is  Republican,  and  has  held  the  office  of 
supervisor  for  three  consecutive  years,  and  has 
also  been  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  at 
the  present  time  is  district  treasurer.  In  Mar- 
shall County,  Iowa,  on  October  14,  1869,  the  cere- 
mony which  made  Mr.  Crary  and  Miss  Fannie  T. 
Jewell  husband  and  wife  was  performed,  and  this 
union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  six  children: 
John  H.,  Mary  E.,  Lucy  E.,  William  A.,  Robert 
J.  and  Edward  R.  Robert  J.  died  at  the  age  of  six- 
teen months.  Mrs.  Crary  was  a  daughter  of  Alex- 
ander Jewell,  and  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  partly 
reared  in  Ohio,  and  grew  to  maturity  and  was  edu- 
cated in  Iowa. 

John  Crowell,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Giiide 
Rock,  Neb.  The  subject  of  this  stetch  was  born 
in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  August  28,  1816,  a  son 
of  Theodore  and  Anna  (Cummings)  Crowell,  both 
natives  of  the  "Empire  State."  His  father  was 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  was  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural pursuits  in  Steuben  County  until  1859,  at 
that  time  coming  to  Michigan,  locating  in  Branch 
County,  where  he  resumed  his  farming  operations 
until  his  death,  in  1864.  His  death  was  preceded 
by  that  of  his  wife,  who  died  several  years  previous 
to  his  removal  to  Michigan.  Mr.  Crowell  served 
as  magistrate  of  Steuben  County  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  was  highly  respected  by  all  who  knew 
him.  John  Crowell  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State.  About  1842  he  left  New  York  and  located 
in  Van  Buren  County.  Mich.,  which  was  then  a  wil- 
derness, inhabited  chiefly  by  Indians,  Mr.  Crowell 
being  one  of  the  first  white  settlers  in  that  county. 
He  cleared  a  good  farm,  and  resided  there  for  about 
nine  years,  then  sold  out  and  returned  to  Steuben 
County.  N.  Y.,  remaining  there  for  two  years,  and 
then,  in  1854,  moving  to  Ogle  County,  111.,  where 
he  cultivated  a  farm  for  about  two  years.  In  1856 
he  moved  to  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  and  farmed 
there  imtil  1876,  when  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Ne- 
braska, purchased  a  claim  and  homesteaded,  and 
has  since  cultivated  this  land.   He  has  160  acres  all 
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fenced  and  cross  fenced  into  convenient  fields,  with 
a  nice  grove  of  native  trees  and  a  good  Tiearing  or- 
chard. He  has  a  substantial  residence,  the  upper 
part  being  fi-ame  and  the  lower  part  stone,  with  a 
basement  kitchen,  good  barns,  etc.  This  is  the  fifth 
farm  Mr.  Crowell  has  made  in  as  many  States;  it 
is  located  within  three  miles  of  Guide  Rock,  and  is 
a  very  valuable  place.  Mr.  Crowell  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket,  is  well  posted  on  the  political 
issues  of  the  day,  and  takes  an  active  part  in  the 
political  affairs  of  his  county,  but  does  not  aspire 
to  oflSce.  Mr.  Crowell  has  been  thrice  married; 
first,  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y.,  December  1,  1840, 
to  Miss  Alena  Hammer,  a  native  of  the  same  State 
and  county,  who  died  November  30,  1851,  leaving 
five  children,  but  one  of  whom  survives,  Anna  (wife 
of  Dr.  J.  L.  Patton,  of  this  county).  Of  those 
dead,  two  died  in  early  childhood,  and  the  other 
two  when  about  grown.  Mr.  Crowell' s  second 
marriage  took  place  in  Steuben  County,  N.  Y., 
April  15,  1853,  to  Rhoda  Minor,  al.so  born  in  Steu- 
ben County,  who  died  July  31,  1860,  after  bearing 
him  three  children,  but  two  of  whom  are  now  liv- 
ing, viz. :  Martha  (wife  of  A.  Reals,  of  Superior), 
Emma  J.  (wife  of  Thomas  Morgan,  of  Denver)  and 
Sylvania  Ann  (deceased,  was  the  wife  of  E.  P. 
Sinclair,  of  Waterloo,  Iowa).  Mr.  Crowell  went  back 
to  Steuben  County  for  his  present  wife,  whom  he 
married  there  March  16,  1861,  and  together  they 
retui-ned  to  their  Nebraska  home,  where  they  have 
since  been  very  fortunate,  financially  as  well  as 
otherwise,  both  having  been  blessed  with  good 
health  most  of  the  time.  Mrs.  Crowell  was  former- 
ly Catherine  Roberts,  a  daughter  of  Ichabod  Rob- 
erts, and  was  born  in  Steuben  County. 

Henry  C.  Cutter  is  successfully  engaged  in 
buying  and  selling  grain,  stock  and  machinery  at 
Cowles,  Neb.,  and  although  his  birth  occurred  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  in  1852,  he  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  the  above-mentioned  place  since  Decem- 
ber, 1885.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  and  at  an  early  day  began  the  battle  of  life 
for  himself  as  a  general  trader  and  stock-raiser  in 
the  place  of  his  birth,  continuing  until  his  removal 
to  the  State  of  Nebraska.  Upon  his  arrival  here 
he  purchased  the  D.  B.  Busick  elevator,  and  began 


immediately  to  deal  in  grain  and  purchase  stock, 
and  is  now  one  of  the  most  extensive  shippers 
from  Cowles.  Since  his  arrival  in  this  county  he 
has  been  remarkably  successful,  and  from  time  to 
time  he  has  jiurchased  land  and  has  at  the  present 
time  1,000  acres  of  land  in  Elm  Creek  Township, 
all  of  which  is  well  improved,  fenced  and  stocked 
with  cattle,  hogs  and  horses.  His  first  purchase 
of  cattle  in  this  section  of  the  country  consisted  of 
400  head,  some  of  which  were  full  blooded  Short 
Horns,  and  a  number  of  his  hogs  were  also  thor- 
oughbred. He  is  one  of  four  surviving  members 
of  a  family  of  five  children  born  to  Charles  and 
Harriet  (Locke)  Cutter,  natives  of  New  York  State, 
who  were  early  emigrants  to  Wisconsin,  in  which 
State  their  children  are  living,  with  the  exception 
of  the  subject  of  this  sketch.  He  is  a  wide-awake 
young  business  man,  and  gives  every  promise  of 
becoming  one  of  the  wealthy  citizens  of  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State. 

Charles  E.  Davis,  a  young  though  prominent 
member  of  the  Webster  County  bar,  was  born  at 
Houston,  Texas,  April  13,  1861.  His  early  days 
were  spent  on  a  farm,  in  whose  drudgery  he  could 
find  none  of  the  fanciful  calculated  to  cau.se  him 
to  select  this  industry  as  a  vocation.  Mr.  Davis 
received  his  collegiate  education  at  Shurtleff  Col 
lege,  at  Upper  Alton,  111.,  after  which  he  located  at 
Red  Cloud,  Neb. ,  and  traveled  for  the  Phenix  In- 
surance Company  as  an  assistant  adjuster  of  farm 
losses.  Mr.  Davis,  while  thus  engaged,  studied 
law  with  Mr.  Chaney  until  1884,  when  he  entered 
the  law  department  of  the  Washington  University, 
at  St.  Louis,  from  which  he  was  graduated  in  1885, 
and  was  admitted  to  practice  in  the  court  of  ap- 
peals at  St.  Louis.  Mr.  Davis  until  lately  has 
been  located  at  Siiperior,  Neb.,  where  he  had  a 
lucrative  practice;  he  was  for  two  years  city  attor- 
ney, and  attorney  for  the  Missouri  Pacific  and  the 
Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railways.  He  has 
recently  located  in  Red  Cloud,  and  is  the  junior 
member  of  the  firm  of  Chaney  &  Davis.  Mr. 
Davis  is  a  man  of  decided  literary  tastes,  a  close 
student  and  an  almost  faultless  advocate.  In  1886 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Ella  A.  Putnam,  of  Red 
Cloud,  a  lady  of  education  and  accomplishment. 


- — ^^ 


WEBSTER  COUNTY. 


M.  W.  Dickerson  was  boru  in  McHenry  County, 
III,  in  1845,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Duffield)  Dickerson,  both  now  deceased.  Our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  and  was  educated  in  the 
place  of  his  birth,  and  after  reaching  years  of 
discretion,  learned  the  blacksmith's  trade,  at  which 
he  afterward  worked.  He  was  married  in  1864  to 
Miss  Nancy  M.  Miller,  and  this  union  has  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  three  children,  viz. :  Sarah  E.,  John 
and  Charles. .  In  1869  Mr.  Dickerson  moved  from 
Illinois  to  Taylor  County,  Iowa,  and  there  made  his 
home  for  seven  years,  at  the  end  of  that  time  going 
to  Phillips  County,  Kas.,  where  he  remained  until 
1880,  when  he  came  to  Red  Cloud  and  engaged  in 
business,  dealing  in  flour,  feed,  butter  and  eggs, 
at  which  he  has  successfully  continued  ever  since. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Dickerson  afSliates  with 
the  Republican  party,  and  always  supports  the 
men  and  measures  of  that  party.  Socially  he  be- 
longs to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  K.  of  P.,  the  A.  O. 
U.  W.  and  the  M.  W.  A. 

Amos  Dillin,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Beaver 
Creek  Township,  Webster  County,  Neb.  Among 
the  enterprising  and  prosperous  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Webster  County,  none  are  more  worthy 
of  mention  than  Amos  Dillin.  He  is  the  son  of 
Israel  and  Elizabeth  Jane  (Fitch)  Dillin,  the 
former  of  whom  was  liorn.  reared  and  married  in 
Ohio.  Elizabeth  Jane  (Fitch)  Dillin  was  the 
daughter  of  William  and  Mary  Fitch,  her  father 
being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  Ohio,  and  she  was 
liorn  in  Virginia  and  reared  and  educated  in  Ohio. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  and  mechanic  by  occupa- 
tion, and  in  connection  with  these  pursuits,  he  was 
also  a  local  minister  in  the  Christian  Union  Church, 
preaching  occasionally,  and  was  a  very  zealous 
church  worker.  He  also  took  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  and  filled  many  local  offices.  He 
served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board,  and  as 
county  clerk  for  two  terms,  and  held  the  office  of 
justice  of  the  peace  for  eighteen  years  continuously. 
He  died  January  22,  1888,  his  wife  having  previ- 
ously died  March  7,  1870.  Great-grandfather 
Dillin  was  born  in  Scotland,  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  and  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War. 
Amos  Dillin  was  born  in  Coshocton  County,  Ohio, 


on  August  26,  1841,  the  eldest  of  a  family  of  eleven 
children — six  sons  and  five  daughters — all  of  whom 
grew  to  maturity,  and  ten  of  whom  are  still  living. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  remain- 
ing at  home  until  he  reached  his  majority,  when 
he  married  and  located  on  an  adjoining  farm,  and 
tilled  the  soil  there  for  a  number  of  years.  Next 
we  find  him  in  the  mercantile  business,  selling 
goods  at  East  Union.  Mr.  Dillin  is  a  Democrat 
in  politics  and  served  in  nearly  every  local  office  in 
his  township  in  Ohio,  holding  the  offices  of  treas 
urer,  trustee,  clerk  of  school  board,  and  various 
other  offices,  besides  acting  as  delegate  to  numerous 
county  and  State  conventions.  In  1884  he  sold 
out  his  mercantile  interests,  and  on  April  10  of 
the  same  year  came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased 
and  located  one  mile  fi-om  Guide  Rock,  and  im- 
mediately commenced  the  improvement  of  his  place. 
He  now  has  106  acres  of  his  farm  of  160  acres  well 
under  cultivation,  has  neat  and  substantial  build- 
ings, a  fine  young  orchard  and  grove,  etc.  Al- 
thoiigh  this  township  is  strongly  Republican,  Mr. 
Dillin  was  elected  assessor  in  the  fall  of  1889,  by 
a  nice  majority,  which  is  one  proof  of  his  popular- 
ity as  a  citizen.  He  has  also  served  on  his  school 
board.  He  was  married  March  9,  1865,  in  Cos- 
hocton County,  Miss  Susanna  Casteel,  a  native  of 
Coshocton  County,  and  daughter  of  the  late 
Thomas  Casteel  and  wife,  becoming  Mrs  Dillin. 
Her  father  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812;  her 
mother  is  still  living.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dillin  are 
the  parents  of  nine  children,  viz. :  Sarah  E.  (wife 
of  Martin  Konzack,  of  Nuckolls  County).  Israel  T. 
(married).  William  J.  (a  young  man  living  at 
Denver),  Howard  T.,  Ettie  J.,  Rachel  A.,  Bertha 
L. ,  John  C.  and  Amos  M.  Mr.  Dillin  is  a  Master 
Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  Alliance. 

William  O.  Dimmick  is  a  well-known  imple- 
ment dealer  and  loan  agent  of  Blue  Hill,  Neb., 
and  was  born  in  Jo  Daviess  County,  111.,  August  23, 
1852,  being  a  son  of  Lot  L.  and  Mary  A.  (Mann) 
Dimmick,  the  former  a  native  of  Knox  County, 
Ohio,  born  October  27,  1807,  and  the  latter  born 
in  Cayuga  County,  N.  Y.,  June  20,  1809.  They 
were  married  in  Galena,  111.,  April  10,  1831,  and 
had  a  family  of  eleven  children,  of  whom  six  were 
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sons,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  lieiug  the  youngest 
of  the  family,  two  sons  and  three  daughters  now 
living.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, died  September  3,  1863,  followed  by  his  wife 
February  3,  1877,  both  deaths  occurritig  in  Jo 
Daviess  County,  111.  William  O.  Dimmick  was 
reared  to  a  farm  life,  and  received  his  schooling 
during  the  winter  months.  During  the  winter  of 
1870-71  he  attended  the  Wisconsin  State  Normal 
School  at  Plattville,  Wis.,  but  upon  leaving  this 
institution  he  continued  to  till  the  soil  until  his 
removal  from  Jo  Daviess  County,  cultivating  from 
200  to  500  acres  of  land.  He  was  married  in 
Lafayette  County,  Wis.,  October  20,  1874,  to  Miss 
Esther  Stone,  a  daughter  of  Franklin  and  Martha 
J.  Stone,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Canada.  Her 
birth  occurred  in  Lafayette  County,  Wis.,  on  Sep- 
tember 8,  1854.  In  October,  1885,  Mr.  Dimmick 
removed  from  Jo  Daviess  County,  111. ,  to  Nebraska, 
and  first  located  at  Hastings,  where  for  a  year  and 
a  half  he  dealt  in  grain  and  did  a  loan  business, 
but  in  the  spring  of  1887  he  removed  to  Blue  Hill, 
where  he  has  ever  since  been  engaged  in  the  im- 
plement and  loan  business.  He  has  been  quite 
successful,  and  is  now  one  of  the  leading  imple- 
ment dealers  and  loan  agents  in  this  section  of  the 
State.  He  also  manages  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which 
he  owns  in  Adams  County.  Mr.  Dimmick  is  a 
Republican,  and  has  shown  that  he  is  socially  in- 
clined by  becoming  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. He  belongs  to  the  A.  M.  Walters  Invest- 
ment Company,  and  is  at  all  times  an  active  and 
upright  citizen.  To  himself  and  wife  a  family  of 
live  children  have  been  born:  Frank  Leonard  (born 
September  12,  1875,  and  died  September  2,  1876), 
Oscar  Leroy  (born  June  17,  1877),  Lucile  E.  (born 
April  8,  1879),  Clara  (born  March  19,  1881),  and 
Hellen  (born  March  27,  1884,  died  June  13,  1884). 
Edward  S.  Doyle,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding on  Section  21,  Harmony  Township,  Webster 
County,  was  born  in  New  York,  in  1826,  and  resided 
in  that  State  until  he  had  attained  his  twenty-first 
year.  At  the  age  of  twenty-four  years  he  went  to  Cal- 
ifornia, and  engaged  in  the  lumber  biisiness  at  San 
Francisco,  when  that  city  had  about  500  inhabitants, 
continuing  there  for  three  years.  Retm-ningto  New 


York,  he  remained  for  two  years,  at  the  end  of  that 
time  going  to  Wisconsin,  where  he  resided  until 
1870,  the  time  of  moving  to  Nebraska.  His  parents 
were  both  born  in  New  York,  and  are  now  deceased. 
Our  subject  was  born  March  2,  1826,  and  was  the 
eldest  of  eight  children,  the  others  being  Robert  (a 
farmer  living  in  Kingston,  N.  Y. ),  Augustus  (also 
engaged  in  farming,  and  living  in  Connecticut), 
Frank  (was  a  physician,  and  died  in  his  fortieth 
year),  Peter  William  (was  an  official  and  collector  of 
funds  of  the  Pennsylvania  Coal  Company,  and  died 
in  his  thirty-seventh  year).  James  (died  when  he 
was  seventeen  years  of  age),  Sarah  (is  now  Mrs.  Sea, 
and  lives  in  New  York),  and  Libbie  (married  Izah 
Vielee).  Edward  S.  was  reared  on  his  father's 
farm,  and  receive  a  good  education  in  the  old  sub- 
scription schools  of  New  York.  In  1870  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  and  entered  160  acres  under  the  home- 
stead law,  of  virgin  prairie  land.  At  that  time  wild 
buffalo  roamed  over  his  land  in  great  droves,  and 
Indians  were  plentiful,  and  Mr.  Doyle  relates  in 
an  interesting  way  how  he  was  surprised  one  day 
while  engaged  in  his  farm  work  by  hearing  a  noise 
and  nimble  and  roar,  and  upon  looking  up,  his  eyes 
beheld  nothing  but  Indians,  horses  and  buffalo  for 
as  far  as  he  could  see  about  him.  Mr.  Doyle  also 
experienced  the  terrible  Easter  storm,  which  lasted 
three  days,  commencing  with  a  rain  on  the  14th  of 
April,  then  turning  into  snow,  and  developing  into 
one  of  the  most  terrific  snow  storms  ever  endured. 
The  year  1856  witnessed  his  marriage  in  Wiscon- 
sin, to  Miss  Lydia  E.  Crosby,  also  a  native  of  New 
York,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  five  children — three  girls  and  two  boys,  viz. : 
Elizabeth  (deceased)  was  the  wife  of  Cassius  Bud- 
long,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  who  now  has  the 
postoffice  and  a  store;  Miner  married  Miss  Lottie 
Gibson,  and  has  one  little  daughter  (he  was  for- 
merly a  merchant,  but  is  now  engaged  in  the  in- 
surance business);  Lillian  (deceased)  was  married 
to  Simeon  Hall,  by  whom  she  had  one  child,  a  little 
daughter,  Mina,  now  nine  years  of  age,  who  makes 
her  home  with  her  grandparents,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Doyle;  Edward  A.  resides  on  the  old  homestead, 
and  divides  his  time  between  attending  school  and 
farming;  and  Lottie,  now  six  years  of  age.     When 
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a  young  man  Mr.  Doyle  cast  his  first  vote  for 
Franklin  Pierce,  and  has  ever  since  been  identified 
with  the  Eepublican  party,  being  an  ardent  sup- 
porter of  the  same.  He  has  always  taken  a  de- 
cided interest  in  the  municipal  affairs  of  county 
and  township,  and  has  held  several  positions  on  the 
town  board.  He  has  been  tendered  the  best  offices 
iu  the  township,  but  has  modestly  declined  in  each 
case.  When  Mr.  Doyle  first  came  to  Harmony 
Township,  his  nearest  market  was  Beatrice,  a  dis- 
tance of  130  miles,  and  Hastings,  Blue  Hill,  and 
iu  fact  all  of  the  flourishing  towns  of  the  present 
were  unknown  at  that  time.  Prairie  chickens  were 
as  plenty  as  tame  chickens,  and  many  times  Mr. 
Doyle  has  raised  the  window  and  shot  them.  There 
was  then  only  one  small  building  in  Juniata,  and 
there  was  nothing. on  the  prairie  to  obscure  the 
vision  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and  Mr.  Doyle 
relates  much  information  of  the  terrible  hardships 
and  privations  of  the  pioneer  during  the  grass- 
hopper scourges  of  187-t  and  1876,  when  all  the 
crops  were  totally  destroyed.  Mr.  Doyle  has  been 
reasonably  successful  since  his  career  here,  and  he 
and  wife  expect  to  spend  the  rest  of  their  days  in 
Nebraska.  They  would  not  exchange  the  lovely 
climate  of  this  State  for  any  Eastern  climate  they 
have  lived  in  heretofore.  They  have  a  nice, 
well-improved  farm,  and  are  surrounded  by  a  host 
of  friends  who  hold  them  in  high  esteem.  Both 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Doyle  are  members  of  the  Congre- 
gational Church  at  Campbell,  Neb.  They  were 
actively  interested  in  the  Sunday-school  in  the 
home  district,  Mrs.  Doyle  having  excellently  filled 
the  position  of  secretary  and  treasurer  of  the  same. 
When  in  session  the  school  averages  from  twenty 
to  thirty  in  constant  attendance.  Mr.  Doyle  be- 
longed to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  while  in  New  York.  He 
is  now  a  member  of  the  Alliance,  and  thinks  it  will 
greatly  benefit  the  farmers  if  they  hold  together. 

J.  J.  Ducker  is  a  name  well  known  in  business 
circles  throughout  Webster  County,  for  it  stands  as 
the  representative  of  a  man  who  is  noted  for  his 
enterprise.  He  was  born  iu  Illinois  in  1868,  a  son 
of  James  and  Jennett  (Mlison)  Ducker,  the  former 
a  native  of  England  and  the  mother  of  Scotland, 
both  of  whom  came  here  while  very  young.      They 


were  married  in  Chicago.  The  father  was  a  mer- 
chant, and  at  an  early  day  settled  in  Mokena,  HI. , 
where  he  did  a  good  general  merchandise  business. 
In  1874  he  opnuMl  a  dry  goods  and  carpet  store, 
one  of  the  lari;-'>st  in  tlie  State  of  Illinois,  at  Joliet, 
and  continued  lioth  tliis  and  the  store  at  Mokena 
until  his  death,  December  16,  1885,  in  his  sixty - 
fifth  year.  After  his  death  the  business  was  con- 
tinued by  his  sons,  who  are  still  interested  in  it. 
the  stores  being  under  the  ininicdiate  control  of 
our  subject's  brother.  On  account  of  ill  health  J. 
J.  Ducker  first  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  on  a 
ranch  in  this  county,  but  after  his  short  residence 
on  the  prairies  his  health  improved  so  rapidly  that 
he  was  soon  able  to  resume  business;  accordingly, 
he  entered  the  mercantile  business  at  Bed  Cloud, 
buying  out  his  brother,  who  had  opened  a  store  in 
that  place.  At  first  he  was  in  partnership  with 
his  sister,  but  he  soon  purchased  her  interest,  and 
has  since  run  it  alone.  He  does  a  large  and  pay- 
ing business,  employing  from  three  to  four  clerks, 
and  keeps  a  special  line  of  dry  goods  and  cloaks. 
Mr.  Ducker  is  a  member  of  the  Knights  of  Pythias. 
He  is  as  yet  unmarried.  He  is  very  fond  of  hunt- 
ing, and  keeps  some  of  the  best  blooded  dogs  in 
the  country,  and  indulges  in  the  sport  quite  freely. 
He  is  a  popular  man  among  his  associates,  and  is 
a  man  of  good  business  ability. 

John  Dunbar,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Guide 
Bock,  Neb.  Although  an  Ohioan  by  birth,  Mr. 
Dunbar  knows  very  little  about  his  native  State,  as 
his  parents,  H.  B.  and  Jemima  (Wolf)  Dunbar, 
removed  to  Illinois  in  1834,  while  he  was  an  in- 
fant. His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and 
followed  this  occupation  until  1850,  when  he  went 
to  the  gold  fields  of  California,  taking  his  son  John 
with  him.  The  former  stayed  in  California  two 
years,  accumulating  quite  a  fortune,  and  on  his 
return  home  invested  his  wealth  in  lands  and 
money  loaning  until  his  death,  in  1886.  John 
Dunbar  remained  in  California  two  years  longer, 
and  on  returning  to  Illinois  invested  in  a  farm, 
and  continued  as  a  farmer  until  1865.  Our  sub- 
ject, then  in  the  prime  of  life,  enlisted  in  the 
Forty-seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  and  served  '"  Uncle 
I  Sam  "  loyally  and  well  until  he  was  honorably  dis- 
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charged,  in  1866.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  Putnam  County,  111.,  and  resumed  his 
former  occupation  until  1872,  at  that  time  coming 
to  Nebraska.  Arriving  in  Webster  County  in  June 
of  the  same  year,  he  purchased  a  tract  of  160  acres  of 
ex -Governor  Garber,  and  now  owns  240  acres  of 
laud  located  on  the  Republican  River,  eighty  acres 
being  rich  bottom  land;  120  acres  are  under  an 
excellent  state  of  cultivation,  on  which  he  has 
never  failed  to  raise  a  crop;  upon  it  also  is  a 
thrifty -bearing  orchard,  thirteen  years  old,  all  se- 
lected fruits,  besides  considerable  small  fruit,  with 
a  good  stone  house,  built  in  1872,  of  the  magnesia 
lime  rock,  in  dimensions  18x34;  he  has  a  basement 
for  a  barn  of  the  same  material,  and  other  improve- 
ments. September  4,  1855,  Mr.  Dunbar  was 
itnited  in  marriage  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Bear,  daughter 
of  David  Bear,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  but  reared 
and  educated  in  Putnam  County,  111.  Nine  chil- 
dren have  contributed  to  the  happiness  of  this 
union,  their  names  being  Dora  D. ,  Sylvanion  C. , 
Matilda  J.,  Laura  A.,  Alice,  Jemima,  Jesse  L., 
Orange  and  Mabel.  Dora  married  Emanuel  Peters, 
the  first  settler  of  Webster  County,  and  its  lirst  sher- 
iff; they  now  live  in  California.  Sylvanion  married 
Miss  Stoner;  they  reside  in  Webster  County. 
Matilda  married  Frank  Cooper,  a  thriving  farmer 
and  school  teacher,  residing  in  this  county.  Laura 
A.  married  Christopher  Columbia,  residing  in  the 
northwest  corner  of  this  State.  Alice  married 
Floid  Crow,  residing  in  this  county,  a  prosperous 
farmer.  Mima  married  George  Crow,  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  Jesse  and  Orange,  two  stout  and 
handsome  young  men,  take  charge  of  the  farm  and 
stock,  as  Mr.  Dunbar  is  a  pensioner  and  not  able 
to  work.  The  youngest,  Mabel,  is  a  bright  little 
miss  of  ten  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Dunbar  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr. 
Dunbar  is  chaplain  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  also  an  hon- 
orary member  of  the  W.  R.  C,  Mrs.  Dunbar  be- 
ing the  chaplain  of  the  latter  organization. 

Chris.  Fassler.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  so  prominently  identified  with  the  interests  of 
Webster  County  as  to  render  him  well  and  favora- 
bly known,  while  his  ofiBcial  career  has  demon- 
strated hi7n  to  be  one  of  the   most   capable    and 


efficient  of  public  servants,  whose  integrity  and 
honesty  of  purpose  are  unquestioned.  JVIr.  Fassler 
was  born  in  Ohio,  Fairfield  County,  in  1848,  and 
is  the  fifth  of  nine  children  born  to  Christian  and 
Christina  (Siebler)  Fassler.  His  parents  were  born 
in  Germany,  and  gave  their  son  a  German  educa- 
tion, as  well  as  a  good  English  schooling.  Our 
subject  grew  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm  in 
Ohio,  subsequently  marrying,  in  1869,  at  the  age 
of  twenty-one.  Miss  Louisa  Casteel,  also  a  native 
of  Ohio.  After  a  brief  married  life  of  one  year, 
Mrs.  Fassler  died.  In  1877  Mr.  Fassler  came 
West  to  Illinois,  remaining  there  until  the  fall  of 
1879,  and  then  coming  to  Webster  County,  Neb. 
Here  he  purchased  railroad  land  and  settled  down 
to  farming,  until  he  was  elected  county  treasurer, 
since  which  period  he  has  devoted  such  time  as  he 
could  spare  from  the  efficient  discharge  of  his  du- 
ties to  his  agricultural  interests.  He  has  always 
taken  a  deep  interest  in  public  affairs,  and  is  very 
popular  in  his  county.  As  a  proof  of  his  popu- 
larity we  will  mention  the  fact,  that  although  his 
county  has  a  Republican  majority  of  several  hun- 
dred votes,  Mr.  Fassler  was  elected  to  his  present 
office  on  the  Democratic  ticket.  He  had  previously 
served  several  terms  as  a  member  of  the  board 
of  county  supervisors.  He  was  installed  in  his 
present  position  January  9,  1890.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  a  half  section  of  land  in  this  county. 
Mr.  Fassler  served  his  country  in  the  late  war,  en- 
listing before  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  and  con 
tinning  in  action  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He 
now  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 

Philip  G.  Fassler,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Bla- 
den, Neb.  Mr.  Fassler  owes  his  nativity  to  Fair- 
field County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1855,  and  is  the  youngest  of  five  children,  the 
result  of  the  union  of  Christian  and  Christina 
(Siebler)  Fassler,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  who 
came  to  this  country  at  an  early  day.  The  parents 
settled  in  Maryland,  and  later  moved  to  the  Buck 
eye  State,  where  the  father  died  in  1864,  and  the 
mother  in  1877.  Philip  G.  Fassler  received  his 
education  in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  and  was  early 
instructed  in  the  duties  of  farm  life.  In  1884 
his  nuptials  with  Miss  Mai-y  Livingston,  a  native 
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of  Ohio,  and  the  daughter  of  Chris.  Livingston, 
were  celebrated,  and  the  result  of  this  union  was 
one  child— Dora.  The  father  of  Mrs.  Fassler  died 
in  Ohio  in  1885,  but  the  mother  is  still  living,  and 
makes  her  home  in  that  State.  Tn  1 883  Mr.  Fass- 
ler came  to  Webster  County,  Neb. ,  and  purchased 
a  partly  improved  farm  of  160  aci'es,  which  he  im- 
mediately began  improving,  erecting  a  good  frame 
house  and  planting  a  good  orchard.  He  is  also 
engaged  in  raising  stock,  principally  hogs.  He  is 
a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  socially  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  and  Mrs.  Fassler 
are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  at  Blue  Hill, 
and  are  highly  esteemed  citizens. 

E.  H.  Foe,  farmer  and  stockman,  Cowles,  Neb. 
Webster  County  is  acknowledged  by  all  to  be  one 
of  the  best  agricultural  portions  of  the  State,  and 
as  such  its  citizens  are  men  of  advanced  ideas  and 
considerable  prominence.  A  worthy  man  among 
this  class  is  found  in  the  person  of  Mr.  Foe,  who 
owes  his  nativity  to  Canada,  where  his  birth  oc- 
curred in  1828,  and  was  the  sixth  of  ten  children 
born  to  Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Owen)  Foe,  natives 
of  Lincolnshire,  England.  The  parents  took  pas- 
sage for  Canada  on  a  sailing  vessel  in  1818,  and 
were  three  months  in  making  the  trip.  The  father 
was  a  farmer,  and  although  educated  for  a  profes- 
sion, he  still  contiuiied  to  till  the  soil.  He  made 
two  visits  to  his  native  land  and  died  in  Canada  in 
1838.  The  mother  died  about  1856.  E.  H.  Foe 
WHS  reared  to  farm  life,  and  was  also  in  a  tavern  for 
a  number  of  years.  He  worked  for  his  board  and 
attended  the  schools  of  Canada  as  he  could.  In 
1850  his  marriage  to  Miss  Harriet  Stevenson  was 
consummated,  she  having  been  a  native  of  Ireland, 
and  by  this  union  there  were  born  two  children: 
Samuel  W.  (who  is  married  and  resides  in  Red 
Cloud)  and  Harriet  (who  resides  in  Canada).  Mrs. 
Foe  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and  Susan  Ste- 
phenson, natives  of  Ireland,  who  came  to  Canada 
at  an  early  day  and  there  passed  the  closing  scenes 
of  their  lives.  Mr.  Foe  lost  his  excellent  wife  in 
Monroe  County,  Wis.,  in  November,  1865,  he  hav- 
ing moved  to  that  State  in  the  early  part  of  that 
year.  He  was  married  again  in  Canada  in  1866  to 
Miss    Lois '  Hurd,    a    native    of    Canada,'  and   the 


daughter  of  Ashel  and  Laura  (Chapman)  Hurd,  na- 
tives, also,  of  Canada.  Mr.  Hurd  was  a  farmer 
and  blacksmith  by  occupation  and  emigrated  to 
Poweshiek  County,  Iowa,  in  1867,  settling  on  a 
farm,  where  he  remained  until  1883,  when  he 
moved  to  Cowles,  Webster  County,  Neb.  There 
his  death  occurred  on  July  1,  1887.  The  mother 
died  in  December,  1885.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
Foe  moved  to  Iowa,  and  in  1873  to  Webster 
Coiinty,  Neb.,  where  he  opened  up  land,  improved 
it,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  320  acres  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  is  a  Republican  in  poli- 
tics and  an  active  supporter  of  all  laudable  public 
enterprises.  He  and  Mrs.  Foe  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Cowles.  To  their 
union  have  been  born  seven  children:  Laura 
Eliza,  Thornton,  Olive,  Charles,  Fred,  Ross  and 
Lynn.  Mr.  Foe  has  seen  the  full  growth  of  the 
country,  and  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  the  same.  He 
passed  through  the  grasshopper  raids  of  1874  and 
1875,  and  experienced  many  of  the  hardships  inci- 
dent to  the  early  settlement  of  a  State. 

L.  H.  Fort,  clerk  of  the  district  court  of  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Cass  County,  111., 
December  26,  1849,  the  eldest  of  four  boys  living 
of  J.  L.  and  Martha  E.  (Gunter)  Fort  His 
father  was  a  minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
persuasion,  and  when  our  subject  was  three  years 
of  age  moved  his  family  to  Missouri,  thence 
one  year  later  to  Mills  County,  Iowa.  From  Iowa 
he  was  transferred  to  Nebraska  City  in  the  spring 
of  1860,  and  took  a  circuit  south  of  that  place, 
and  at  the  end  of  one  year  was  assigned  to  Peru. 
Nest  he  went  to  Plattsmouth,  where  he  labored  for 
one  year,  and  then  gave  up  his  ministerial  duties 
and  returned  to  Nebraska  City  in  1 863.  He  spent 
the  best  part  of  his  life  in  pioneer  missionary  work 
in  Nebraska,  for  which  he  got  no  material  return, 
and  is  now  spending  the  evening  of  his  life  in 
comfort  on  a  farm  near  Palmyra,  Neb.  His  wife 
died  in  Iowa.  Our  subject  commenced  work  for 
himself  with  the  Union  Pacific  Railroad  Company 
at  Omaha  when  he  was  sixteen  years  of  age,  and 
earned  enough  money  to  pay  for  his  education, 
besides  sending  his  father  money.  He  was  edu 
cated  in  the  high  school  at  Council  Bluffs,    Iowa. 
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He  crossed  the  plains  in  1863,  but  later  returned, 
and  was  engaged  at  different  occupations  until 
1880,  when  he  entered  the  clerk's  office  in  Nemaha 
County,  remaining  there  for  four  years  and  then 
coming  to  Red  Cloud.  He  is  now  serving  as  clerk 
of  the  court  of  Webster  County,  and  has  proved 
himself  an  efficient  officer.  In  politics  he  votes 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  in  secret  societies 
Vjelongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  M.  W.  A.  His 
wife  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  He  is 
fair  complexioned,  a  pleasant  and  agreeable  gentle 
man,  and  looks  and  acts  young  for  his  years, 
and  is  very  pojaular  in  this  city  and  county. 

Charles  W.  Fuller  is  engaged  in  merchandis- 
ing at  Cowles,  and  also  gives  considerable  of  his 
attention  to  the  purchase  and  sale  of  stock  and 
grain.  His  birth  occurred  in  Rensselaer  County, 
N.  Y.,  in  the  year  1845,  his  parents  being  Jacob 
and  Matilda  (Kipp)  Fuller,  both  of  whom  were 
also  born  in  that  State,  the  former  in  1815,  his 
death  occurring  in  1860.  In  1853  young  Charles 
was  taken  from  his  native  State  to  Jones  County, 
Iowa,  and  in  that  State  he  attained  manhood  and 
received  a  common-school  education.  He  joined 
the  Union  army  in  1861,  becoming  a  member  of 
Company  D,  Ninth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served 
until  1862,  when  he  was  transferred  to  the  Second 
Iowa  Cavalry,  Company  L,  known  as  Gen. 
Hatch's  old  regiment,  in  which  he  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  taking  part  in  the  following 
named  engagements:  Pea  Ridge.  Vicksburg,  Cor- 
inth, luka.  Moscow,  Germantown,  West  Point, 
then  returned  to  Memphis  and  joined  A.  J.  Smith, 
taking  part  in  the  three-days'  light  at  Tupelo. 
Florence,  Ala.,  was  the  next  scene  of  action,  and 
here  it  was  that  Hood's  army  was  met  and  the 
sixty-four  days'  campaign  began.  The  three-days' 
battle  of  Duck  River  was  next  fought  between 
Hood  and  Schofield,  after  which  Mr.  Fuller's 
command  took  part  in  the  engagement  of  Franklin, 
where  another  three-days'  engagement  was  carried 
on.  Later,  at  Nashville,  Hood's  army  was  anni- 
hilated. Upon  the  termination  of  the  war  Mr. 
Fuller  returned  to  Jones  County,  Iowa,  where,  in 
1868,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Georgia  Darling, 
who  was  born  in    Lake  County,  111.,   in   1846,   a 


daughter  of  Charles  and  Amanda  (Tucker)  Darling, 
natives  of  the  "Green  Mountain  State."  Mrs. 
Fuller  is  one  of  three  children,  and  has,  herself, 
borne  a  family  of  seven  children:  Grace  (Mrs. 
Good,  of  Cowles),  Chloe,  Lewis,  Florence,  Helen, 
Mabel  and  Fred.  Mr.  Fuller  has  always  sup- 
])orted  the  measures  of  the  Republican  party,  and 
has  held  various  political  positions  ia  the  township 
where  he  resided.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  and  he  and  family  attend  the 
Congregational  Church. 

Fred  A.  Good,  of  the  lirm  of  Fuller  &  Good, 
general  merchants  of  Cowles,  Neb.,  was  born  at 
Freeport.  111.,  in  1866.  a  son  of  William  and  Olive 
(Hurd)  Good,  natives  of  England  and  Canada, 
respectively,  the  former's  birth  occurring  in  1837, 
and  the  latter' s  in  1834.  William  Good  is  now 
residing  in  Marion,  Iowa.  His  children  are  named 
as  follows:  Fred  A.,  Arthur.  Fannie  (now  Mrs. 
Kyle,  of  Lincoln,  Neb.,)  and  Martin.  In  1887 
Fred  A.  Good  came  to  Cowles  and  engaged  in  the 
hardware  business,  but  has  since  added  a  stock  of 
dry  goods  and  groceries.  He  is  associated  in 
business  with  his  father-in-law,  with  whom  he 
does  the  most  extensive  business  in  the  place. 
They  also  ship  the  largest  amount  of  stock  sent 
from  this  point.  January  1,  1889,  Mr.  Good 
espoused  Miss  Grace,  a  daughter  of  his  partner, 
and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one 
child,  Georgia.  In  November,  1889,  Mr.  Good 
was  elected  township  treasurer  and  tax  collector 
on  the  Independent  ticket  for  a  term  of  two  years. 

Hon.  Silas  Garber.  Among  the  names  that  will 
live  long  in  Nebraska  history,  none  deserve  a  more 
prominent  place  than  that  of  Silas  Garber,  ex- Gov- 
ernor of  Nebraska,  and  the  subject  of  this  sketch. 
The  name  Garber  was  borne  by  those  great  ances- 
tors of  Silas  who  were  transjilanted  to  this  country 
from  Switzerland  before  the  Revolutionary  War. 
The  branch  from  which  our  subject  is  descended 
settled  in  Virginia,  and  Mr.  Garber  has  in  his  pos- 
session patents  to  lands  signed  in  1650.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  a  son  of  Martin  and  Magdalena 
(Mohler)  Garber,  and  grew  to  manhood  and  re- 
ceived a  common- school  education  in  Ohio.  Ho 
was  a  Union  man,   and  when  the  war  broke  out, 
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with  the  characteristic  zeal  that  has  always  dis- 
tinguished him-  as  a  leader  of  men,  he  entered  the 
Federal  army  and  fought  heroically  for  liberty  and 
union.  He  joined  the  Third  Missouri  Infantry, 
but  was  afterward  promoted  to  a  captaincy  in  Com- 
pany D,  Twenty-seventh  Iowa,  in  which  capacity 
he  served  for  three  years.  His  dauntless  courage 
and  soldierly  mien  so  inspired  his  soldiers  that 
they  never  thought  of  fear  while  ''Capt.  Garber," 
as  he  is  still  familiarly  called  by  friends,  was  at  the 
front.  The  battles  in  which  he  participated  are: 
Capture  of  Little  Rock,  September  IC,  1883;  Fort 
DeRusey,  La. ,  March  17,  1864;  Pleasant  Hill,  La., 
April  9,  1864;  Old  Oakes,  May  18,  1864;  Lake 
Chicot,  June  6,  1864;  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July  14, 
1864;  Old  Town  Creek,  July  15,  1864,  and  Nash- 
ville, Tenn. ,  December  15  and  16,  1864.  Gov. 
Garber  is  a  tall  man,  of  commanding  appearance, 
and  is  quite  fleshy,  but  in  those  days  was  slim  and 
well  knit.  He  would  have  made  a  characteristic 
cavalier  or  courtier,  but  was  well  adapted  to  the 
vicissitudes  of  pioneer  life.  Seeking  a  broad  field 
in  which  to  operate,  he  went  to  California  and  there 
engaged  in  merchandising,  and  subsequently  in 
mining.  He  had  intended  entering  the  stock  busi- 
ness, and  was  induced  to  come  to  the  valley  of  the 
Republican  River,  by  the  descriptions  given  of  its 
pasture  lands  by  a  Mexican  in  his  employ.  He 
came  here  in  the  spring  of  1870  and  found  only 
two  settlers  in  all  Webster  County.  His  idea  of 
entering  the  stock  business  was  cut  short  by  the 
tide  of  immigration  which  set  in  early  in  the  sev- 
enties, so  he  became  a  pioneer  general  merchant 
of  Red  Cloud  instead,  one  small  grocery  store  be- 
ing built  before  he  entered  the  business.  In  busi- 
ness, Silas  Garber  was  strictly  honorable  and  hon 
est,  even  in  trading  with  the  Indians.  So  great  a 
name  had  he  for  fair  dealing  with  the  Indians  that 
he  would  get  several  hundred  beaver  hides  while 
his  competitors  would  get,  perhaps,  two  or  three 
in  exchange  for  goods.  Mr.  Garber  was  destined 
without  his  solicitation  to  till  high  places  to  which 
he  did  not  aspire.  A  gentleman  of  high  standing 
who  was  intimately  acquainted  with  Gov.  Garber 
iu' those  early  days  says:  "He  could  not  in  those 
days  pass  into  a  crowd  without  it  being  remarked 


that  he  was  a  man  of  superior  qualities."  This 
fact,  coupled  with  his  honesty  and  loyalty  to  friend- 
ship, caused  him  to  be  solicited  to  accept  the  posi- 
tion of  register  of  public  lands  of  Nebraska.  He 
at  first  hesitated,  but  being  prevailed  upon,  he  ac 
cepted  the  appointment.  So  satisfactory  was  his 
work  in  the  land  office  that  soon  gubernatorial 
honors  were  laid  at  his  feet,  and  that  before  he  had 
been  register  of  lands  one  year.  In  the  fall  of 
1873  he  was  elected  Governor  of  Nebraska,  and  was 
re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1875  and  served  until  1878. 
His  reign  as  Governor  was  one  of  the  most  pros 
perous  experienced  in  the  history  of  any  State. 
He  saw  the  State  a  vacant  wild,  and  but  a  few 
years  later  stepped  down  from  the  Governor's  chair 
to  behold  a  populous  and  thrifty  commonwealth. 
He  returned  to  Red  Cloud  and  entered  the  stock 
business,  but  failing  health  soon  comj)elled  him 
to  abandon  it.  Upon  recovering  his  health  he  be- 
came the  vice-president  of  the  Red  Cloud  National 
Bank,  and  in  1887  he  organized  the  Farmers'  and 
Merchants'  Bank  of  Red  Cloud,  of  which  latter 
institution  he  is  now  the  president.  Before  he 
served  as  register  of  lands,  he  represented  Webster, 
Nuckolls  and  Thayer  Counties  in  the  State  Legis- 
lature. Gov.  Garber  hauled  the  first  lumber  ever 
brought  into  Webster  County  with  two  ox-teams 
from  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  and  there  was  not  a 
wagon  track  between  here  and  the  Platte  River  at 
that  time.  When  he  was  Governor,  as  when  he  was 
register  of  lands,  simple  honest  justice  was  his 
motto,  and  no  one  ever  received  a  favor  by  getting 
him  to  break  the  law.  Gov.  Garber  has  been  twice 
married,  his  first  wife,  to  whom  he  was  united  in 
Iowa,  passing  away  during  the  war,  and  he  was 
again  married  while  Governor  of  Nebraska.  Gov. 
Garber  has  one  child,  a  son  by  his  first  wife,  named 
William  Seward,  secretary  of  the  board  of  trans- 
portation in  Lincoln. 

Ed.  Gilford,  cashier  of  Cowles  Bank.  It  is  the 
aim  of  this  work  to  give  a  true  history  of  the 
county  and  its  representative  citizens,  and  to  ac 
complish  this  object  mention  must  be  made  of  Mr. 
Gilford,  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county. 
He  was  born  in  Herkimer  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1841, 
and  while  still  an  infant  was  taken  by  his  parents 
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to  Wisconsin,  where  he  grew  to  manhood  on  his 
father's  farm,  and  attended  the  common  schools  of 
the  neighborhood.  In  early  youth  he  learned  the 
carpenter's  trade,  at  which  he  worked  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany I,  Forty  fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  served 
Uncle  Sam  faithfully  and  well  for  ten  months. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  home, 
and  soon  after  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds  to 
Miss  Elizabeth  Cuppenull.  He  came  west  in 
1880,  first  locating  at  Amboy,  Webster  County, 
but  at  the  end  of  one  and  one-half  years  he  came 
to  Cowles  and  opened  up  a  general  mercliandise 
business,  which  he  continued  until  1^89.  He  is 
now  engaged  in  lending  money  for  a  company 
composed  of  L.  C.  and  A.  D.  Gillett.  J.  H.  Clark, 
John  Blaine,  himself  and  others.  In  connection 
with  these  interests  he  is  also  in  partnej-ship  with 
a  Mr.  Waller,  in  the  grain  business.  Their  eleva- 
tor, which  he  helped  to  biiild,  is  the  only  steam 
elevator  in  the  place.  Mr.  Gilford  is  also  the 
owner  of  one  and  one-half  sections  of  land  in  Da- 
kota. Mr.  Gilford's  father,  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  was  born  in  Ireland,  coming  to  America 
at  an  early  day.  He  married  Miss  Charity  Orr, 
and  by  her  was  the  father  of  seven  children,  five  of 
whom  survive.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occupation, 
and  died  in  Wisconsin  at  the  advanced  age  of 
eighty-six;  his  wife  died  in  1867. 

J.  S.  Gilliam,  a  prominent  attorney  of  Red 
Cloud,  was  born  in  Wisconsin  in  1852,  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  graduated  at 
Beloit  College  in  1872.  His  father  and  mother 
were  natives  of  England;  the  former,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  is  now  dead,  but  the  mother  is  still 
living.  He  read  law  in  Shullsburg,  Wis.,  and 
was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1878.  In  the  spring 
of  1874  he  came  west,  and  on  June  4  of  the  same 
year  opened  a  law  office  in  Red  Cloud.  In  the 
spring  of  1875  he  served  as  a  member  of  the  Con- 
stitutional Convention,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  was  elected  superintendent  of  public  schools. 
During  his  incumbency  of  this  office  he  was  prin 
cipal  of  the  Red  Cloud  public  school,  edited  the 
Chief,  and  in  connection  with  all  this  attended  to 
his  law  practice,  which,  at  that  early  day  was  not 


inconsiderable.  In  1876  he  was  elected  to  the 
State  Senate,  being  one  of  the  youngest  men  com- 
posing that  august  body,  and  has  since  then  served 
as  county  attorney.  Since  1877  he  has  devoted 
himself  entirely  to  his  profession,  and  has  won  to 
his  credit  an  enviable  reputation,  and  built  up  a 
remunerative  practice.  He  does  not  do  a  collect 
ing  business,  but  devotes  himself  exclusively  to 
law.  He  is  the  owner  of  some  1,300  acres  of  good 
land.  In  1877  his  marriage  with  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
Tulleys,  of  this  place,  was  consummated,  and  to 
this  union  have  been  born  two  children.  Mr. 
Gilliam  is  the  fortunate  owner  of  a  splendid  li- 
brary, containing  many  choice  volumes.  He  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
and  votes  with  the  Republican  party. 

Albert  N.  Godwin,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Cowles,  Neb.  Nowhere  in  Webster  County  is 
there  to  be  found  a  young  man  of  more  energy 
or  determined  will  or  force  of  character  than  Mr. 
Godwin  possesses,  and  no  young  agriculturist  is 
deserving  of  greater  success  in  the  conduct  and 
management  of  a  farm  than  he.  Born  in  Mercer 
Coimty,  Pa. ,  in  1854,  he  is  the  son  of  Richard  and 
Tobitha  (Fritz)  Godwin,  natives  of  England  and 
Pennsylvania  respectively.  The  parents  moved  to 
Ohio  in  1856,  settled  in  Portage  County,  and  there 
Albert  N.  attained  his  growth,  receiving  his  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools.  He  was  engaged  in 
the  dairy  business  from  the  age  of  seventeen  to 
about  twenty-seven  years  of  age,  and  in  1876  was 
married  to  Miss  Bell  Niece,  daughter  of  Charles 
and  Abbie  (Thurston)  Niece,  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Godwin  came  to  Illinois  in 
1876,  located  in  Will  County,  and  were  engaged 
in  the  dairy  business  for  three  years,  after  which 
they  moved  to  Richardson  County,  Neb.  There 
Mr.  Godwin  cultivated  the  soil  until  1882,  when  he 
moved  to  Hamilton  County,  Neb.,  and  after  a 
residence  there  of  two  years  moved  to  Webster 
County,  where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  is 
now  actively  and  assiduously  engaged  in  overseeing 
his  fine  farm  of  320  acres,  all  improved  and  fairly 
well  stocked.  He  has  always  been  identified  with 
the  Democratic  party,  politically.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  being  one  of  the  charter 


^-. 


WEBSTER  COUNTY. 


members  of  Willow  Creek  Lodge,  and  is  a  man 
who  has  the  respect  and  confidence  of  all.  Mrs. 
Godwin  is  a  member  of  the  Society  of  Friends. 
They  are  the  parents  of  three  interesting  children: 
Bessie  H.  (born  June  15,  1877),  Flora  F.  (born 
December  15,  1879)  and  Josie  J.  (born  September 
(),  1888). 

Joseph  L.  GrandstafF,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
owes  his  nativity  to  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  where 
his  birth  occurred  in  1847.  His  great  grandpar- 
ents were  natives  of  Germany,  and  came  to  Amer- 
ica in  an  early  day.  His  great-grandfather  was  in 
the  Revolutionary  War,  under  Gen.  Washington, 
his  death  occurring  about  the  year  1828.  His  grand- 
father was  born  in  what  is  now  West  Virginia,  near 
the  present  city  of  Wheeling.  He  went  through 
the  War  of  1812,  and  was  in  Hull's  surrender,  his 
death  occurring  during  the  Civil  War  in  the  year 
1865.  In  his  grandfather's  family  there  were 
eight  children,  his  father  being  the  youngest.  In 
his  father's  family  he  was  the  third  of  five  children 
bora  to  Eli  and  Mary  J.  (Imley)  GrandstaflP.  The 
former,  a  native  of  Knox  County,  Ohio,  was  born  in 
the  year  1821,  and  emigrated  to  Iowa  in  1853,  go- 
ing from  there  in  1870  to  Mercer  County,  Mo., 
where  he  now  resides.  His  mother  was  born  in 
Washington  County,  N.  J.,  in  1824,  her  parents 
moving  to  Ohio  while  she  was  quite  young.  He 
was  six  years  old  when  his  parents  moved  to  Guth- 
rie County,  Iowa,  residing  there  till  he  was 
past  sixteen,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company  I, 
Twenty-ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry;  was  mus- 
tered into  the  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa;  was  as- 
signed to  the  trans- Mississippi  department,  and 
participated  in  Gen.  Steele' s  famous  Camden  expe- 
dition through  Arkansas.  He  took  part  in  the  bat- 
tles of  Little  Missouri  River,  Prairie  de  Ann  and 
Jenkins'  Ferry,  and  one  continual  skirmishing  dur 
ing  the  entire  campaign.  He  was  also  at  the  sur- 
render of  Mobile  and  in  the  battles  of  Forts  Sjaan- 
ish  and  Blakely.  He  was  discharged  at  New  Or- 
leans in  1865,  and  returned  to  Iowa.  From  there 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  in  1866,  settled  in  Merrick 
County,  and  the  same  summer  signed  the  petition  for 
the  then  Territory  of  Nebraska  to  become  a  State. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  socially  a  mem- 


ber of  A.  E.  Burnside  Post  No.  79,  G.  A.  R., 
Bladen.  He  came  to  Nebraska  a  single  man,  was 
married  in  1874  to  Miss  Minta  Keith,  a  native  of 
Wisconsin,  and  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Albina 
(Selleck)  Keith.  Her  father  was  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  also  her  grandfather,  her  grandparents  on 
the  father's  side  coming  from  Germany,  and  on 
the  motiicr's  side  from  Canada.  His  marriage  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  three  children:  Percie,  Rov 
and  Josie.  He  took  the  second  homestead  Septem- 
ber 2,  1871,  and  is  now  the  oldest  resident  in  what  is 
now  Glenwood  Township.  He  owns  considerable 
land  in  Webster  and  Adams  Counties,  and  is  en 
gaged  in  stock-raising  to  a  considerable  extent,  all 
his  worldly  possessions  originating  from  his  energy 
and  industry  since  coming  to  Nebraska. 

Stephen  C.  Green,  a  prominent  agriculturist 
of  Webster  County,  was  born  in  Rhode  Island  in 
1855,  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  ten  children  raised 
by  John  and  Ellen  (Welsh)  Green,  both  born  in 
England,  the  former  in  1825  and  the  latter  in 
1S27.  They  were  married  August  8,  1846,  and 
emigrated  from  their  native  land  in  1855,  locating 
in  Rhode  Island,  where  they  remained  one  year, 
and  then  for  the  next  twenty- seven  years  (two 
years  of  the  time  living  in  Iroquois  County)  made 
their  home  in  Kane  County,  111.  They  had  a  fam- 
ily of  nine  children,  viz. :  James  (born  in  England), 
Jane  (born  and  died  in  England),  Henry  (also  born 
in  England),  Stephen  (the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
Mary,  Joseph,  John,  Ellen  and  Emma  (all  born  in 
Illinois);  the  tenth  child  died  when  an  infant.  In 
1883  they  came  to  Webster  County  and  purchased 
land,  and  here  the  father  passed  from  life  on  Jan- 
uary 31,  1888,  the  mother  having  died  March  10, 
1887.  They  were  both  formerly  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  but  at  the  time  of 
their  death  the  mother  belonged  to  the  United 
Brethren  Church  and  the  father  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  The  boyhood  of  oiir  subject 
was  spent  in  Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty  years 
he  started  in  life  for  himself  as  an  agriculturist. 
He  came  with  his  father  to  Nebraska  in  1883,  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  he  now 
lives,  engaged  exten.sively  in  raising  cattle,  horses 
and  hogs,    and  by  earnest,   hard  work  and  good 
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management  lie  has  succeeded  in  accumulating  a 
comfortable  competence.  Mr.  Green  was  united 
in  matrimonial  bonds  in  1884  to  Miss  Laura  Quig- 
gle,  daughter  of  Eobert  Quiggle,  of  this  county, 
and  they  are  the  parents  of  two  bright  little  chil- 
dren: Nellie  E.  and  Ernest  A.  Mr.  Green  votes 
with  the  Eepublican  party,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance. 

D.  G.  Grice,  farmer  and  stock -raiser  of  Batin 
Township,  located  in  this  coimty  in  1879,  coming 
from  Kankakee  County,  111.,  and  immediately  after 
his  arrival  here  purchased  100  acres  of  railroad 
land,  some  thirty  or  forty  acres  of  which  were  broken, 
and  moved  on  to  the  farm  in  November  of  the 
same  year.  Mr.  Grice  was  born  in  Crawford 
County,  111.,  on  November  G,  1835,  being  the  oldest 
of  four  children  born  to  William  E.  and  Pheriba 
A.  (Willard)  Grice,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
North  Carolina.  The  father  moved  to  Illinois  with 
his  parents  at  an  early  day,  and  there  grew  to  man 
hood  and  passed  his  life,  dying  in  1840.  His 
widow  survived  until  July,  1880,  when  she  closed 
lier  eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  world,  her  death  oc- 
curring in  Crawford  County,  111.  Of  the  four  chil- 
dren born  to  them,  but  two  are  now  living, 
namely:  D.  G.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch)  and 
Sarah"  E.  (now  Mrs.  S.  E.  Stricklett,  of  Clark 
County,  111.).  D.  G.  Grice  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Crawford  and  Will  Counties,  111.,  to  which  latter 
county  he  had  moved  in  his  fifteenth  year.  He  was 
married  in  "Will  County,  111., in  1857,  to  Miss  B.  Ma- 
tilda Taylor,  who  was  born  in  Sullivan  County, 
Ind.,  in  1839,  being  a  daughter  of  Thomas  J.  and 
Sarah  M.  (White)  Taylor,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Kentucky,  and  the  latter  in  Tennessee. 
Her  father  moved  to  Sullivan  County  in  1819,  when 
he  was  ten  years  of  age,  there  married,  and  made 
his  home  until  1845,  when  he  moved  to  Will  County 
(now  Kankakee  County),  and  opened  up  a  farm, 
on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  in  1875;  his 
wife  died  in  Sullivan  County,  Ind.,  in  1841. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Grice  settled  on  a  farm  and 
tilled  the  soil  very  successfully  until  the  outbreak  of 
the  war.  October  15, 1861,  he  enlisted  at  Chicago, 
111.,  in  Company  E,  Thirty-ninth  Illinois  Volunteer 


Infantry  for  three  years,  was  mustered  into  service 
at  Camp  Douglass,  and  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  He  was  in  the  battle  at  Winchester, 
and  up  the  Shenandoah  Eiver,  besides  many  skir- 
mishes, then  started  to  Eichmond,  returned,  and  was 
in  the  battle  of  Port  Eepublic.  He  received  a 
slight  gunshot  wound  at  Winchester.  After  the 
battle  of  Port  Eepublic  his  company  went  to  re- 
inforce Gen.  McClellan,  and  was  in  the  battle  of  Mal- 
vern Hill,  and  after  this  battle  (November  19,  1862), 
on  account  of  disability,  Mr.  Grice  was  honorably 
discharged  at  Grand  Island,  N.  Y.  In  1864  Mr. 
Grice  re  enlisted  in  Company  I,  Seventy-sixth  Illin 
ois  Infantry,  and  was  assigned  to  the  Seventeenth 
Army  Corps,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
being  honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Butler,  Chi- 
cago, on  April  19,  1866.  During  his  latter  enlist- 
ment, he  was  at  Jackson  Cross  Eoads,  ou  July  6 
and  7,  1864;  in  Sherman's  Eaid  to  Meridian,  Miss., 
in  March,  1864;  at  the  battle  of  Fort  Blakely,  Ala., 
in  April,  1865,  and  during  the  intervals  was  on 
garrison  duty,  and  on  scouting  expeditions  in  Ar- 
kansas, Mississippi  and  Louisiana.  After  the  battle 
of  Fort  Blakely,  Mr.  Grice  was  transferred  to  the 
Thirty- seventh  Illinois  Infantry.  He  was  wounded 
at  this  battle,  and  was  confined  in  the  hospital  at 
New  Orleans,  and  also  at  Mound  City,  111.  After  re- 
ceiving his  discharge.  Mi-.  Grice  returned  to  his 
home  and  engaged  in  farming  in  Illinois  until  1879, 
when,  in  June  of  that  year,  he  came  to  Webster 
County  and  took  up  his  present  farm,  and  has  wit- 
nessed all  the  changes  which  have  been  wrought  in 
this  country  since  that  time.  He  takes  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  casting  his  vote  with  the  Eepub- 
lican party,  and  has  served  as  supervisor  of  Batin 
Township,  and  one  term  as  assessor.  In  1887  he 
moved  to  Eed  Cloud,  was  elected  constable,  and 
also  served  as  deputy  sheriff  of  Webster  County. 
He  has  always  taken  an  active  interest  in  school 
matters,  and  served  on  the  school  board  for  five 
years.  Both  he  and  wife  are  earnest  workers  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  which  they  are 
members,  taking  a  particular  interest  in  Sun- 
day school  work,  Mr.  Grice  having  been  superin- 
tendent of  the  Sabbath-school  for  two  years.  Mrs. 
Grice  is  a  member  of  the  Women's  Belief  Corps 
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of  the  G.  A.  R.,  of  Red  Cloud,  and  in  1888  she 
served  as  its  treasurer.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Grice  were 
the  parents  of  five  children,  but  three  of  whom  are 
now  living.  Their  eldest  child,  William  O.  died 
in  1858,  at  the  age  of  two  weeks;  Fred  R.  died  in 
1862,  aged  two  years  three  months  and  twelve 
days;  Herbert  E.  is  a  pharmacist  and  makes  his 
home  in  Red  Cloud,  and  Flavius'J.,  Mary  and 
Louisa  are  all  at  home.  Mr.  Gi'ice  belongs  to 
Garfield  Post  No.  80,  G.  A.  R. ,  and  is  a  strong 
supporter  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

John  F.  Grimes  is  a  well-known  druggist  of 
Blue  Hill,  Neb.,  and  has  a  well-appointed  estab- 
lishment. He  was  born  in  the  town  of  Waynes- 
boro, Pa.,  September  28.  1848,  and  is  a  son  of 
John  and  Mary  (Hoke)  Grimes,  being  the  youngest 
of  their  six  children,  four  of  whom  are  now  living. 
The  father,  who  was  a  mechanic  by  trade,  died  on 
July  14,  1870,  but  his  widow  survives  him,  and  is 
a  resident  of  Knoxville,  111.,  whither  they  had 
moved  in  1852.  Here  John  F.  Grimes  spent  his 
boyhood  and  youth,  receiving  his  early  education 
in  the  schools  of  that  place.  When  about  twenty 
years  of  age,  Mr.  Grimes  liecame  the  proprietor  of 
a  confectionery  establishment  in  Knoxville,  and 
successfully  conducted  it  for  about  six  years.  In 
1878  he  came  to  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  after 
spending  six  months  clerking  in  a  drug  store  in 
Hastings,  he,  on  November  19,  1878,  came  to  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.,  and  here  for  a  few  years  he  was  the 
manager  of  a  drug  and  general  mercantile  establish- 
ment. In  1882  he  embarked  in  the  former  busi- 
ness on  his  own  account,  and  has  conducted  an 
establishment  of  that  kind  ever  since,  having  at 
the  present  time  the  largest  store  of  the  kind  in 
the  place.  His  wife,  who  was  formerly  Miss  Myra 
E.  Lynn,  was  born  in  Lockport,  111.,  being  a 
daughter  of  George  K.  and  Anna  (Alison)  Lynn, 
their  union  taking  place  on  June  14,  1882.  Mr. 
Grimes  and  his  wife  have  four  children:  Edward 
Lynn.  Lloyd  Owen,  Irma  Catherine,  and  John 
Herbert.  Mr.  Grimes  is  conceded  to  be  a  pros- 
perous business  man,  and  as  a  citizen  he  is  honored 
and  respected  by  all. 

D.  L.  Groat,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  residing 
on  Section  32,  Town  2,  Range  12,  Webster  County, 


Neb.,  was  born  in  New  York,  in  July,  1840,  the 
fourth  of  a  family  of  six  children  born  to  the 
union  of  John  and  Effie  (Blakesley)  Groat,  both 
natives  of  the  ''Empire  State,"  the  former  of 
Dutch  de.scent.  His  father,  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, spent  his  youthful  days  in  his  native  State, 
and  was  married  at  the  age  of  twenty-two  years. 
When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  about  three 
years  of  age,  his  parents  imived  from  New  York 
to  McHenry  County.  111.,  among  the  first  settlers 
of  that  State.  His  father  died  here  in  1854. 
His  widow  survived  him  twenty-seven  years,  dying 
in  Iowa  in  1881.  She  was  a  devout  member  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Our  subject,  D. 
L.  Groat,  was  reared  to  maturity  in  Illinois,  re- 
ceiving a  common  school  education.  May  24, 
1861,  he  entered  the  United  States  service,  enlist- 
ing in  Company  A,  Fifteenth  Illinois  Infantry 
Volunteers,  Capt.  L.  D.  Kelly,  commander,  in 
which  he  remained  for  three  years,  taking  part  in 
the  battles  of  Shiloh,  Corinth,  siege  of  Vicksburg, 
besides  many  skirmishes.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Springfield,  111.,  June  14,  1864.  After 
his  dischai-ge  from  the  army  he  returned  to  his 
home  in  Illinois,  remaining  there  three  years,  and 
then  going  to  Winneshiek  County,  Iowa.  Here 
he  spent  another  three  years,  and  then  removed  to 
Webster  County,  Neb.,  entering  as  a  homestead 
the  northeast  quarter  of  Section  32,  Town  2, 
Range  12.  He  arrived  here  in  the  fall  of  1871, 
and  in  the  spring  of  1872  he  broke  land  and  put 
out  a  crop,  and  has  raised  a  crop  each  year  ever 
since.  Five  years  ago  he  sold  his  homestead  and 
purchased  his  present  farm.  He  has  been  very 
successful  since  coming  to  Nebraska,  and  would 
not  exchange  his  home  here  for  one  in  any  other 
State.  In  his  political  views,  Mr.  Groat  inclines 
to  the  Republican  party.  He  is  a  member  of  T. 
B.  Blair  Post  No.  150,  G.  A.  R.,  Riverton,  Neb. 
In  December,  1864,  Mr.  Groat  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sarah  Weaver,  daughter  of  Peter 
and  Nancy  (Dickerson)  Weaver,  of  McHenry 
County,  111. ,  and  by  this  union  is  the  father  of  six 
children,  viz. :  Erminie,  David  A.,  Edwin,  Elbert, 
Dora  and  Morris,  all  of  whom  reside  at  home  except 
David  A. 
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James  Groves  was  born  in  Marion  County, 
Ind. ,  iu  1845,  the  fourth  in  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren born  to  Samuel  and  Ellen  Groves,  nee  Hayes, 
their  names  being  John  C,  William  (deceased  in 
Indiana  about  1852),  Mary  A.,  James  and  Robert. 
His  father  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  early  in 
life  went  to  Indiana,  where  he  engaged  in  agri- 
cultural ptirsuits  iind  was  married.  In  1867  he 
immigrated  to  Illinois,  settling  on  a  farm  in  Ver- 
milion County,  where  he  is  still  living.  His  wife 
died  in  Indiana  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  a  child.  Mr.  Groves,  Sr.,  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  has  always  supported  the  man  and 
measures  of  that  party.  At  the  time  of  the  war  he 
was  a  member  of  the  Home  Guards,  and  his  three 
sons,  John,  James  and  Robert,  were  in  the  service. 
James,  whose  name  appears  above,  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany K,  Seventieth  Indiana  Infantry,  Col.  B.  Har- 
rison commander,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of 
Resaca,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Averysboro,  Look- 
out Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Savan- 
nah, Bentonville  (some  thirty  hard  fought  battles 
in  all),  and  was  with  Sherman  on  his  celebrated 
march  to  the  sea.  He  contracted  the  rheumatism 
while  in  the  army,  ftrom  the  effects  of  which  he 
has  never  entirely  recovered.  In  February,  1865, 
Mr.  Groves  was  taken  prisoner  near  Goldsboro,  S. 
C,  but  escaped  the  same  day,  and  at  the  close  of 
the  war  was  in  the  grand  parade  at  Washington, 
at  which  city  he  was  mustered  out,  and  received 
his  discharge  in  Indiana  in  1865,  after  which  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  engaged  in  farming. 
In  1867  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Sarah 
Fred,  daughter  of  Israel  Fred,  of  Indiana,  and  the 
same  year  immigrated  to  Illinois,  locating  near 
Rossville,  in  Vermilion  County,  where  he  followed 
farming  until  1882.  Here  he  had  the  misfortune 
to  lose  his  wife,  in  1872,  who  died,  leaving  three 
little  daughters,  Dora,  Cora  and  Laura,  motherless. 
Dora  is  now  Mrs.  Sherley,  Cora  now  Mrs.  Hudson, 
and  Laura  now  Mrs.  Haas.  Mrs.  Groves  was  a 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
Christian  lady.  In  1876  Mr.  Groves 
was  married  to  Miss  Sarah  Duke,  a  native  of  Indi- 
ana, and  to  this  union  five  children  were  born,  as 
follows:  Samuel  (deceased),  Docia  (deceased),  Nora 


(at  home),  and  two  children  who  died  in  infancy. 
In  1882  Mr.  Groves  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb., 
and  purchased  the  160  acres  on  which  he  now 
lives,  which  he  has  greatly  improved  with  nice 
buildings,  etc.,  etc.,  and  on  which  he  has  set  out  a 
nice  young  grove  and  orchard,  and  here  he  is  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  raising  grain,  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs.  As  the  result  of  his  hard  labor  and 
good  management,  he  has  been  very  successful 
since  coming  to  this  county,  and  is  well  satisfied  to 
make  this  his  permanent  home.  Mr.  Groves  votes 
a  straight  Republican  ticket,  and  takes  an  active 
interest  in  local  politics.  He  was  elected  super- 
visor of  Stillwater  Township  in  1885,  and  is  still 
serving  in  that  capacity,  to  the  entire  satisfaction 
of  all  the  tax- payers  of  that  township.  Mr.  Groves 
is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  which  he 
is  an  elder  and  a  zealous  worker.  He  belongs  to 
the  G.  A.  R  and  to  the  Alliance. 

George  W.  Hagan,  proprietor  of  the  Republican 
Valley  Fruit  Farm  and  Nursery,  Guide  Rock,  Neb. 
Mr.  Hagan  was  born  in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio, 
September  10,  1842.  His  father,  Samuel  Hagan, 
was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  but  early  in  life  went 
with  his  parents  to  Ohio,  and  there  grew  to  man- 
hood, subsequently  marrying  Miss  Eleanor  Jones, 
a  native  of  Ohio.  He  was  a  shoemaker  by  occupa- 
tion. In  1856  he  moved  with  his  family  to  Iowa, 
locating  in  Wapello  County,  residing  there  until 
1860,  when  he  moved  to  Warren  County,  where  he 
made  his  home  until  1886,  when  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska, and  now  resides  near  his  son — the  subject 
of  this  sketch.  George  W.  Hagan  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Iowa,  remaining  with  his  father  until  he 
was  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  left  his  home 
and  enlisted,  August  15,  1861,  in  Company  G, 
Tenth  Iowa  Infantry,  for  three  years,  at  the  end 
of  which  time  he  veteranized  and  served  until  the 
close  of  the  war,  being  discharged  at  Little  Rock, 
in  August,  1865.  Among  the  principal  engage- 
ments in  which  he  participated  may  be  mentioned 
Bloomfield  (in  this  battle  seven  men  out  of  his 
company  were  lost).  New  Madrid,  siege  of  Corinth, 
luka,  Battle  of  Corinth,  Champion's  Hill,  siege  and 
surrender  of  Vicksburg,  Missionary  Ridge,  Golds- 
boro, Bentonville.      Mr.  Hagan  feels  justly  proud 
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of  the  fact  that  he  was  ia  the  grand  parade  at 
Washington  at  the  close  of  the  war.  After  receiv- 
ing his  discharge  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  the 
following  year  engaged  in  farming  in  Warren 
County,  continuing  this  occupation  until  1885. 
In  March,  1885,  he  moved  from  Warren  County  to 
Nebraska,  and  purchased  the  place  on  which  he 
now  resides.  He  immediately  commenced  putting 
out  trees,  and  now  has  thirty-eight  acres  in  nursery 
and  orchard.  He  has  a  large  variety  of  apple, 
plum,  apricot,  peach,  cherry,  pear,  and  grape 
vinfe,  and  everything  needed  for  the  successfu 
fruit  raisers  of  the  county,  besides  a  large  assort 
ment  of  evergreens,  ornamental  trees,  shrubbery, 
etc.  Mr.  Hagan  was  married  in  Warren  County 
Iowa,  November  15,  1867,  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Moore, 
born  in  Ohio,  but  reared  in  Warren  County,  Iowa, 
a  daughter  of  Samuel  Moore.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hagan 
are  the  parents  of  nine  children — six  sons  and  three 
daughters,  viz. :  Ida  May  (wife  of  Presley  Reeves  of 
this  county),  William  R.  (makes  his  home  in  Iowa), 
Luella  (a  young  lady  at  home)  and  Charles  E., 
Emmett  A.,  Eli  E.,  Arch  Ray,  Iva  Belle  and 
George  Irving,  all  at  home.  Mr.  Hagan  is  a 
member  of  the  Gr.  A.  R.,  being  commander  of  T. 
O.  Howe  Post  No.  138,  and  also  belongs  to  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  In  politics  he  sides  with  the  Repub- 
lican party. 

Henry  Haines,  residing  on  Section  12,  Town 
4,  Range  9,  Oak  Creek  Township,  is  justly  num- 
bered among  the  substantial  agriculturists  of 
Webster  County.  He  also  has  the  honor  of  being 
one  of  the  pioneers  of  this  county,  as  he  came  here 
in  1874  when  the  country  was  but  thinly  inhabited, 
and  has  witnessed  its  entire  growth  and  develop- 
ment. Upon  his  arrival  he  was  so  well  pleased 
with  the  locality  that  he  resolved  to  make  it  his 
home,  accordingly  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land,  on  which  he  settled  his  family.  To  this  he 
has  since  added  eighty  acres,  and  now  owns  a  fine 
farm  of  240  acres  of  land,  well  improved,  with  nice 
grove  and  orchard,  and  devotes  his  attention  to 
farming  and  stock-raising,  at  which  he  has  been 
very  successful,  and  as  the  result  of  his  industry 
and  good  management  has  accumulated  a  fine 
property.    His  son,  Lincoln,  is  married  and  assists 


his  father  on  the  farm.  Mr.  Haines  was  born  in 
Berks  County,  Pa. ,  in  1 820,  the  only  child  born  to 
Henry  and  Mary  (Hess)  Haines,  the  former  born  in 
Philadelj)hia,  Pa. ,  in  the  latter  part  of  17 — .  He 
was  a  carpenter  and  cabinet-maker,  and  lived,  was 
married  and  died  in  Pennsylvania;  his  wife  died 
in  Northampton  County,  of  the  same  State.  Their 
son  Henry,  our  subject,  received  a  meager  educa- 
tion, being  brought  up  to  hard  labor  on  the  farm. 
In  1838  he  was  married  to  Elizabeth  McGee,  who 
bore  him  eight  children,  viz.:  Howard,  Jane,  Will- 
iam, John,  Charles,  Frank,  Robert  and  Kattie. 
Mrs.  Haines  died  in  1855,  in  Illinois,  whither  the 
family  had  emigrated  in  1844.  In  1856  Mr.  Haines 
was  married  to  Miss  Christiana  Shirk,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Shirk,  of  Illinois.  This  latter  union  was 
blessed  with  seven  children,  viz. :  Cyrus,  Sophia, 
Lincoln,  Addie,  Grant,  Wheeler  and  Sarah  E.  (who 
died  in  1885).  Mr.  Haines  continued  to  reside  in 
Illinois  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska. 
He  is  a  stanch  Republican,  taking  an  active 
interesb  in  politics.  He  has  served  as  overseer 
of  roads  in  Oak  Creek  Township.  Mr.  Haines  is 
a  worthy  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  church  and 
school  work,  as  he  does  in  all  things  tending  to 
the  welfare  of  the  community. 

L.  H.  Haines  is  the  oldest  son  of  Henry 
Haines,  of  Webster  County,  and  lives  in  the  same 
township  as  his  father,  on  Section  22,  Town 
4,  Range  9,  where  he  is  successfully  engaged  in 
farming  and  stock-raising.  He  was  born  in  Penn- 
sylvania in  1842,  but  he  spent  his  school  days  and 
grew  to  manhood  in  Illinois,  in  which  State  he 
was  married,  in  1864.  to  Mrs.  Susan  Nestelroade, 
daughter  of  Andrew  Shirk,  a  widow.  In  1861  he 
enlisted  as  a  private  in  Company  B,  Twenty-sixth 
Illinois  Infantry,  in  which  he  served  his  country 
loyally  and  well  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being 
discharged  as  corporal  at  Springfield,  111.,  in  1865. 
Among  the  battles  in  which  he  participated,  the 
principal  ones  are  Farmington,  Corinth,  luka, 
Jackson,  Missionary  Ridge,  Dalton,  Marietta,  Big 
Shanty.  During  the  battle  of  Vicksburg  he  was 
laid  up  with  sickness.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
Mr.  Haines  returned  to  his  home  in  Illinois,  and 
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followed  farming  in  that  State  until  1869,  at  that 
time  going  to  Iowa,  and  residing  there  until  1872, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  took  up  the  home- 
stead on  which  he  now  lives.  Mr.  Haines  came 
to  Nebraska  when  the  chief  inhabitants  of  the 
plains  were  numerous  herds  of  bufPalo,  and  he 
often  indulged  in  the  sport  of  hunting  these 
wild  animals.  He  has  done  remarkably  well 
since  locating  in  this  coiinty,  and  now  has  a  nice 
farm  with  120  acres  of  it  under  ciiltivation,  on 
which  are  a  nice  young  grove  and  orchard,  good 
buildings,  etc.,  and  every  facility  for  raising  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs,  in  which  occupation  he  is  exten- 
sively engaged.  Mr.  Haines  is  Republican  in  his 
political  views,  and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and 
the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Haines  are 
parents  of  four  children,  viz. :  Howard  (born  August 
30,  1869),  Charles  (born  August  26,  1872),  Lettie 
(born  May  3,1876)  and  Austin  (born  July  3,1882). 
Hon.  Isaiah  B.  Hampton,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  Guide  Rock,  Webster  County,  Neb.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  Livingston 
County,  N.  Y. ,  June  13,  18-1:1,  a  son  of  Frederick 
and  Amanda  (McMnrray)  Hampton,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania,  respectively.  When  Isaiah 
B.  was  a  child  of  three  years,  his  parents  decided 
to  try  their  fortunes  elsewhere,  and  accordingly 
moved  to  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich.,  where  the 
mother  died  in  1847,  leaving  four  children — two 
sons  and  two  daughters — all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  and  three  of  whom  are  still  living.  One 
daughter  died  in  her  sixteenth  year;  the  other 
daughter,  Rosetta,  is  the  wife  of  Menzo  Best,  and 
makes  her  home  in  California.  The  father  married 
again  after  his  tirst  wife's  death,  and  continued  to 
make  Kalamazoo  County  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occui-red  in  December,  1862.  During  his 
residence  in  Michigan  he  held  several  important 
local  offices,  and  was  an  earnest  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Isaiah  B.  Hampton 
grew  to  manhood  in  Kalamazoo  County,  Mich., 
receiving  but  little  schooling  until  after  he  reached 
mature  years,  when  he  educated  himself.  August 
5,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  private  in  the  First  Michi- 
gan Cavalry,  and  was  honorably  discharged,  for 
disability,  as  commissary- sergeant,  in  April,  1864. 


He  took  part  in  thirty-two  engagements,  a  few  of 
the  principal  ones  being:  Second  battle  of  Bull 
Run,  South  Mountain,  Fredericksburg,  Winchester, 
Gettysburg.  He  was  wounded  twice  in  one  day 
at  the  second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  and  to-day  car- 
ries a  ball  received  in  the  neck  at  that  place.  After 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  Kalamazoo  County, 
Mich.,  and  carried  on  his  trade,  that  of  a  black- 
smith and  carriage  -  maker,  at  Vicksburg,  until 
1870,  in  June  of  that  year  locating  in  Webster 
County,  and  taking  up  the  homestead  on  which  he 
now  resides  in  July  of  the  same  year,  all  of  wlftch 
is  now  broken  and  well  improved.  He  is  the 
owner  of  480  acres  of  land,  200  of  which  are  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation.  This  he  has  well  im- 
proved with  a  neat  one-story  residence,  good  barn 
and  granaries,  etc.,  with  a  good  fruit  orchard  and 
a  tine  grove.  He  has  ten  acres  in  v?alnuts  alone. 
In  1875  he  engaged  in  the  merchandise  business, 
at  Red  Cloud,  continuing  this  business  in  connec- 
tion with  blacksmithing  and  carriage- making  un- 
til 1883,  when  he  returned  to  his  farm.  He  has 
always  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  ever  been  a  supporter  of  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party.  He  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  county  board  for  several  years,  also  as 
supervisor  of  his  township.  He  was  elected  to  the 
Legislature,  representing  Webster  County  for  a 
term  of  two  years,  in  1879,  and  is  still  serving  in 
that  capacity.  He  has  served  as  delegate  to  coun- 
ty, district  and  State  conventions,  and  generally 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  campaigns.  In  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  his  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  Wood- 
ward was  consummated.  She  was  born  in  St.  Joe 
County,  Mich.,  and  reared  and  educated  in  her 
native  State,  and  died  in  December,  1868,  leaving 
her  husband  one  little  daughter,  Nellie,  now  the 
wife  of  Samuel  Jennings.  In  January,  1871,  Mr. 
Hampton  took  a  second  wife,  wedding  Miss  Alice 
Delbridge,  a  native  of  New  York,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Michigan,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  four  children,  viz. :  Arthur  (died  January 
3,  1876,  age  &\e  years),  Rena  (an  attractive  young 
lady),  Ernest  and  Lloyd.  Mr.  Hampton  is  a 
Royal  Arch  Mason,  and  has  served  as  master  of 
the  Blue  Lodge;  he  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 
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Lucian  A.  Haskins.  Among  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  this  section  may  be  mentioned 
Lucian  A.  Haskins,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resid- 
ing on  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section  2 1 ,  Line 
Township.  He  was  born  October  4,  1850,  in  Onon- 
daga County,  N.  Y.,  a  son  of  William  L.  and  Lois 
L.  (Rogers)  Haskins,  natives  of  the  "Empire 
State."  When  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  eight 
years  of  age  his  parents  moved  to  Juneau  County, 
Wis.,  settling  on  a  farm,  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools.  In  his  early  youth  he  followed 
the  occupation  of  farming,  bxit  at  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years  he  turned  his  attention  to  rail- 
roading. In  1878  he  removed  to  Sheridan  County, 
Kas.,  and  homesteaded  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which 
he  .still  owns.  He  moved  to  this  county  in  1880, 
and  has  followed'  farming  here  ever  since.  He 
now  owns  a  nice  eighty-acre  farm,  where  he  makes 
his  home,  and  devotes  his  entire  time  and  attention 
to  raising  line  hogs,  mostly  Poland-Chinas,  and 
handles  only  registered  stock.  He  keeps  146  full 
blood,  mostly  old  hogs,  also  a  number  of  tine  pigs 
which  he  sells  for  breeding  purposes.  He  has  a 
good  trade  in  this  portion  of  the  State,  and  is  rec- 
ognized as  one  of  the  fancy  hog  breeders  of  Neb- 
raska. He  takes  great  pride  and  pleasure  in  show- 
his  hogs  to  lovers  of  good  stock.  He  was  married 
October  26,  1871,  to  Miss  Sophia,  daughter  of 
William  and  Liza  (Wattson)  Mahard,  of  Scotland. 
She  was  born  in  Dayton,  Ohio,  August  22,  1844. 
To  this  union  have  been  born  three  children,  viz. : 
Willie  J.,  Ernest  L.  and  Ella  V.  Mr.  Haskins 
takes  an  active  part  in  politics,  and  in  his  political 
views  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is 
now  serving  as  school  director,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  has  met  with 
reasonable  success  as  a  farmer  since  his  sojourn 
here,  the  result  of  determination  and  perseverance, 
and  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  representative 
farmers  in  his  township.  At  the  commencement 
of  the  war,  though  but  eleven  years  of  age,  Mr. 
Haskins  played  the  tife  for  the  enlisting  soldiers 
in  his  county,  and  he  has  served  in  a  similar  ca- 
pacity at  every  presidential  election  since  that  of 
Lincoln's. 


Joseph  E.  Haught,  who  stands  high  in  agri- 
cultural circles  of  Webster  County,  came  origi- 
nally from  Bureau  County,  111.,  where  he  was  born 
March  14,  1857.  His  father,  David  Haught,  was 
born,  raised  and  married  in  Pennsylvania,  Miss 
Rachel  Province,  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania, 
being  an  interested  party  to  the  latter  event.  At 
an  early  day  the  parents  moved  from  Pennsylva- 
nia and  located  in  Bureau  County,  111.,  being 
among  the  fir.st  settlers  of  that  county.  They 
resided  there  a  number  of  years,  and  in  1865 
removed  to  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  where  they 
took  up  a  farm  and  remained  until  1883,  at  that 
time  coming  to  Nebraska  and  locating  in  Webster 
County,  where  they  now  reside.  Joseph  E. 
Haught,  then  a  lad  of  eight  years,  accompanied 
his  parents  to  Missouri,  and  grew  to  manhood  in 
Atchison  County.  After  starting  in  life  for  him- 
self he  tilled  the  soil  in  Atchison  County  for  a 
few  years,  and  in  1882  came  to  Nebraska,  pur- 
chased land  and  made  a  good  farm.  In  1888  he 
purchased  the  land  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  the 
same  year  moved  upon  the  place.  He  now  owns 
160  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  110  of  which  are 
under  an  excellent  state  of  cultivation,  on  which 
he  has  erected  a  neat  dwelling,  good  barns,  sheds, 
etc. ,  with  wind  pump,  stock  scales,  and  every 
facility  for  handling  stock.  In  connection  with  a 
partner,  Mr.  Haught  has  been  engaged  in  feed- 
ing and  dealing  in  stock  ever  since  his  residence 
in  this  county.  He  is  now  feeding  over  100  head 
of  steers  and  about  ninety  head  of  hogs,  and  is 
considered  among  the  successful  stock  feeders  of 
Webster  County.  In  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  March 
5,  1882,  his  marriage  with  Miss  Julia  Porter  was 
celebrated.  She  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  was  raised 
and  educated  in  Atchison  County.  Her  father, 
William  Porter,  is  now  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Haught  are  the  parents  of  three  interesting  chil- 
dren: David,  Ralph  and  Bertha. 

George  Heaton,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  resid- 
ing on  Section  26,  Township  1,  Range  12.  This 
prosperous  farmer  and  stock  raiser  certainly  de- 
serves the  success  which  has  attended  him  in  life, 
for  it  is  mainly  due  to  honest  hard  labor  and  good 
management  that  he  has  accumulated  his  posses- 
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sions.  He  was  born  in  Lincolnshire,  England,  in 
May,  1838,  and  is  the  nest  to  the  youngest  of 
seven  sons  born  to  Aaron  and  Leah  (Meadowcroft) 
Heaton.  His  father  was  also  a  native  of  England, 
and  was  in  the  British  service  during  the  War  of 
1812.  In  1854  he  emigrated  with  his  family  to 
America  and  settled  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
where  he  died  one  year  later;  his  wife  died  in 
1877.  They  were  both  members  of  the  Ejjiscopal 
Church.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  school  days  in  England,  where  he  learned 
the  tanner's  trade.  He  began  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  nineteen  years,  as  a  miner  in  the  coal 
mines  of  Pennsylvania,  following  this  occupation 
until  1865,  at  that  time  engaging  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  Will  County,  111.,  where  he  remained 
for  six  years,  and  then  came  to  Webster  County, 
Neb.  He  came  here  in  Ma}',  1871,  and  took  up 
a  homestead  of  160  acres,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  eighty  acres,  making  a  fine  stock  farm  of 
240  acres  on  Buffalo  Creek.  He  is  engaged  in 
raising  stock  quite  extensively,  making  a  specialty 
of  Clj'desdale  and  Norman  horses,  Poland-China 
hogs,  and  a  good  grade  of  cattle.  In  November, 
1859,  he  was  joined  in  matrimonial  bonds  to  Miss 
Annie  Easton,  daughter  of  Nicholas  and  Jane 
Easton,  the  former  a  native  of  Scotland  and  the 
latter  of  England.  By  this  union  he  has  these 
children,  viz. :  Aaron,  James,  George,  William, 
Thomas  and  Eddie.  Mr.  Heaton  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  is  a  liberal  supporter  of  all  public 
enterprises. 

Peter  Hill  is  one  of  the  leading  stockmen  and 
farmers  of  Webster  County,  Neb. ,  and  has  resided 
here  since  April,  1883.  His  birth  occurred  in 
Sussex,  England,  in  1854,  and  two  years  later  he 
was  brought  to  the  United  States  by  his  parents, 
Joseph  and  Mary  (Brown)  Hill,  who  were  also 
natives  of  England.  After  the  mother's  death, 
which  occurred  in  1864,  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  without  a  home  until  he  had  acquired  sufficient 
means  to  make  one  for  himself.  His  marriage  to 
Miss  Nancy  J.  Vice,  took  place  in  1878,  her  home 
being  in  Marion  County,  111.,  where  Mr.  Hill 
had  located  with  his  parents  on  first  coming  to 
America.      They  have   a  family  of  four  children : 


Harry,  Lena,  Charles  L.  and  William  P.  Mr. 
Hill  made  his  home  in  the  State  of  Illinois  until 
1881,  when,  thinking  to  better  his  condition,  he 
moved  to  Iowa,  locating  in  Adair  County,  where 
he  purchased  a  farm,  but  sold  out  in  April,  1883, 
and  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb. ,  where  he  has 
since  lived,  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  Mr.  Hill 
is  associated  in  the  stock-raising  business  with 
Mr.  Latham,  and  they  are  doing  a  very  prosperous 
business.  He  came  to  this  county  with  only 
enough  property  to  run  a  farm  of  forty  acres,  and 
with  but  $90  in  money,  but  by  hard  work,  economy 
and  good  management  he  has  accumulated  a  hand- 
some competency  and  has  a  comfortable  home. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  his  political  views,  and  is  the 
present  president  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  organ 
ization  at  Cowles.  He  has  also  served  one  term  as 
county  supervisor,  and  was  justice  of  the  peace  in 
Elm  Creek  Townshiji  for  two  years,  but  refused 
re-election. 

W.  W.  Hogate,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.  A  lifetime  devoted  with  perseverance 
and  energy  to  the  pursuits  of  agriculture  has  con- 
tributed very  materially  to  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  Mr.  Hogate,  a  man  of  sub- 
stantial and  established  worth.  He  is  a  native  of 
New  Jersey,  his  birth  occurring  in  Atlanta  County, 
in  1836,  and  is  the  seventh  of  eight  children  born 
to  the  mai'riage  of  Philip  and  Rebecca  (Kates) 
Hogate,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  The  father  was 
a  farmer  and  also  kept  hotel  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  and  wife  emigrated  to  Ohio  in  1844,  and  there 
resided  in  Columbiana  County,  until  1851,  when 
they  moved  to  Indiana,  and  in  1854  to  Henry 
County,  Iowa.  In  1878  they  moved  to  Webster 
County,  Neb.  There  the  father  received  his  final 
summons  in  1882,  but  the  mother  is  still  living  and 
resides  with  our  subject.  W.  W.  Hogate  received 
his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Iowa,  assisted  on  the  farm  until  grown,  and  in 
1862  he  was  married  to  Miss  Julia  Frame,  a  native 
of  Richmond,  Ind.,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Susan  (Coburn)  Frame,  natives  respectively  of 
Pennsylvania  and  Maryland.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Frame  emigrated  to  Iowa  at  a  very  early  day  and 
there  made   their   home   until   1883,    when   they 
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came  to  Stillwater  Township,  Webster  County, 
Neb.,  and  there  the  mother  resides  at  the  preseut 
time.  The  father  died  in  February,  1888.  Mr. 
Hogate  farmed  in  Iowa  until  1878,  when  he  came 
to  Nebraska.  He  opened  up  two  farms  while  liv- 
ing in  Iowa,  and  traded  for  320  acres  of  railroad 
land  which  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  improv- 
ing. He  has  erected  good  substantial  buildings 
and  has  an  excellent  orchard,  etc.  He  also  raises 
a  good  grade  of  stock  and  is  a  lirst-class  farmer. 
In  politics  he  is  with  the  Prohibition  party,  and 
has  been  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 
He  has  been  assessor  of  his  township  and  is  now  a 
member  of  the  school  board,  being  quite  active  in 
educational  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  secretary  of  Prairie 
Gem  Alliance.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fi-aternity,  Blue  Hill  Lodge  No.  129,  and  is  also 
a  member  of  the  I.  O.  G.  T.,  Prairie  Gem  Lodge 
No.  7,  one  of  the  largest  orders  in  the  rural  dis- 
trict of  the  State.  Mrs.  Hogate  is  a  member  of 
the  Baptist  Church.  Their  union  resulted  in  the 
birth  of  eight  children:  Mary  (now  Mrs.  Cunning- 
ham, of  Webster  County),  Esther  (now  Mrs.  Nor 
ris,  of  Blue  Hill;,  William  (married  and  resides 
near  by),  Charles,  Luella,  Samuel,  Ray  and  Ethel. 
In  1882  Mr.  Hogate  was  appointed  postmaster  of 
Cloverton,  and  held  the  office  at  his  home  until  it 
was  discontinued. 

J.  C.  Holcomb.  Prominently  identified  with  the 
prosperous  and  influential  citizens  of  Red  Cloud 
is  Josiah  Crawford  Holcomb,  who  is  a  native  of 
Indiana,  his  birth  occurring  in  Lima,  La  Grange 
County,  in  the  year  1840.  His  father,  Almond 
Fayette  Holcomb,  was  born  in  Esses  County,  N.  Y. 
He  was  a  fine  scholar,  and  taught  for  several  years 
as  principal  of  an  academy.  The  family  originally 
came  from  Connecticut.  His  mother,  Elizabeth 
Crawford,  was  born  in  Ashtabula,  Trumbull  County, 
Ohio,  in  the  year  1818.  She  descends  from  the 
Crawfords  of  Ohio,  to  which  Col.  Crawford  be- 
longed. She  moved  to  Indiana  and  married  Mr. 
Holcomb  in  1838,  and  became  the  mother  of  five 
children,  of  whom  four  grew  to  maturity.  Our 
subject  began  his  career  as  a  printer,  serving  an 
apprenticeship  in  his  native  town,  and  afterward 


worked  on  the  Kenosha  (Wis.)  Democrat.  From 
Kenosha  he  went  to  Chicago,  and  was  connected 
with  Charles  Scott's  book  and  job  office.  A  few 
years  afterward  he  engaged  with  C.  W.  Sanford, 
a  manufacturer  of  confectionery  at  38  Randolph 
street,  that  city,  to  ship  goods  for  the  house, 
and  continued  in  his  employ  until  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  where  he  arrived  in  September,  1870. 
Traveling  from  Nebraska  City  to  Beatrice  by  stage, 
he  there  became  acquainted  with  J.  W.  Burtis,  of 
Cedar  Rapids,  Iowa;  they  hired  a  team  and  driver 
and  bought  a  cooking  outfit  and  struck  out  for  the 
great  Republican  Valley,  and  on  their  way  saw  a 
great  many  herds  of  antelope  and  elk  Sub- 
sequently they  arrived  at  the  stockade,  where  ex- 
Gov.  Garber's  beatitiful  residence  now  stands. 
There  were  five  or  six  families  in  this  stockade, 
among  them  being  W.  E.  Jackson's,  James  Calvert's, 
Budd  Penney"  s  and  T.  B.  Williams' ;  Capt.  Munsell, 
George  Reed,  "Pap"  Wilson,  George  Taylor  and 
Sam  Davis  were  also  inmates.  The  stockade  was 
built  in  a  square;  along  the  walls  were  the  cabins, 
the  square  being  used  to  enclose  stock.  There  was 
trouble  anticipated  from  the  Indians,  hence  these 
precautions.  They  found  Gov.  Garber  in  front  of 
the  stockade,  and  an  acquaintance  began  by  an 
enquiry  on  his  part  for  some  tobacco,  which  the 
weary  travelers  were  able  to  supply.  He  explained 
that  the  long  distance  from  any  trading  point 
caused  them  often  to  be  short  of  the  much  needed 
"  soother. ' '  The  Governor  took  them  up  the  valley 
for  several  days.  Mr.  Holcomb  finally  took  up  the 
northwest  quarter  of  Section  9,  Town  1,  Range  12 
west,  on  Walnut  Creek,  Mr.  Burtis  taking  land, 
which  has  since  become  valuable,  near  the  city  of 
Red  Cloud.  After  deciding  on  the  land  he  took 
a  trip  with  the  Governor  and  others  to  Beatrice, 
where  the  land  office  was  located,  and  homesteaded 

!  on  the  14th  day  of  October,  1870.  On  returning 
to  the  valley,  Gov.  Garber  organized  a  buffalo  hunt, 

j  and  those  who  participated  in  this  month  of  enjoy- 
ment were  Mr.  Holcomb,  David  Hefflebower, 
Capt.  Munsell,  George  Reed,  George  Taylor,  Budd 
Penney  and  Sam  Davis.  Mr.  Holcomb  had  been 
accustomed  to  the  use  of  the  rifle  from  boyhood, 
and  was  very  successful  in  bagging  the  noble  game 


^ 


618 


HISTORY  OP  NEBRASKA. 


which  roamed  in  countless  herds  along  the  Beaver 
and  Prairie  Dog  Creeks.  He  killed  a  line  black- 
tailed  deer  the  second  day  out  and  a  turkey,  the 
first  game  that  was  killed;  this  provided  for  a 
great  feast.  The  Governor,  however,  took  first 
prize  by  killing  the  most  bufPalo.  Returning  from 
this  hunt,  Mr.  Holcomb  and  his  friend,  David 
Hefflebower,  bached  together  on  Hefflebower's 
place  on  Indian  Creek,  three  and  one-half  miles 
west  of  Red  Cloud.  They  hunted  and  trapped 
during  the  winter;  had  quite  a  variety  of  game, 
including  buffalo  hump,  beaver  tail,  roasted  turkey, 
etc.,  as  the  contents  of  their  larder.  The  nest 
spring  Mr.  Holcomb' s  sister,  Mary  (now  Mrs. 
Arneson),  came  on  from  Chicago  and  took  charge 
of  the  culinary  department  of  his  cabin,  he  having 
in  the  meantime  erected  a  habitation  on  his  place. 
The  winter  of  1871-72  he  and  Mr.  Hefflebower  went 
up  the  Republican  on  a  hunt  and  came  near  freez- 
ing to  death,  but  their  knowledge  of  prairie  navi- 
gation saved  them.  It  was  a  surprise  party  to 
their  friends  and  relatives  when  they  returned,  as 
a  great  many  hunters  lost  their  lives  in  the  severe 
storm  which  commenced  about  the  15th  of  Novem- 
ber. Mr.  Holcomb  made  the  raising  of  cattle  and 
horses  a  speciality,  and  continued  in  that  industry 
for  several  years,  and  finally  sold  off  his  cattle, 
farming  implements,  etc.,  rented  his  farm  and 
bought  the  Holland  House  Livery  Stable  at  Red 
Cloud,  and  has  stocked  it  with  horses  mostly  bred 
and  raised  by  him  on  his  farm.  This  is  considered 
the  best  equipped  and  best  conducted  livery  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Holcomb  has  recently  taken  into  part- 
nership Mr.  Anthony  Arneson,  his  brother  in-law, 
and  they  are  horsemen  in  every  sense  of  the 
word,  and  reliable,  pleasant  men  to  deal  with; 
their  charges  are  reasonable,  and  it  is  their  aim 
to  please  their  patrons. 

Himau  Holdridge.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N.  Y.,  August, 
1823,  and  is  the  second  of  nine  children  born  to 
Dudley  and  Abigail  (Page)  Holdridge,  the  former 
a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  latter  of  Ver- 
mont. His  father  spent  his  youth  in  his  native 
State  and  New  York,  receiving  a  common-school 
education,   and  when  a  young   man    learned  the 


carpenter's  trade.  When  he  was  twenty  four  years 
of  age  he  married  Miss  Abigail  Page,  and  to  them 
were  born  nine  children,  viz. :  Hosea,  Himan,  Harry 
D.,  Henrietta,  Hiram,  Harlow,  Horace  (last  heard 
of  in  California),  Harriet,  Harris,  only  two  of  whom 
(subject  and  Harlow)  are  now  living.  In  1834  his 
father  moved  from  New  York  to  Portage  County, 
Ohio,  and  for  a  period  of  seven  years  cultivated 
the  soil.  At  the  end  of  that  time  he  moved  to 
Steuben  County,  Ind.,  remaining  here  until  the 
outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  joined  the  United 
States  service,  and  died  in  the  hospital  of  sickness 
contracted  in  the  army.  His  wife  died  on  the  old 
homestead  in  Steuben  County,  Ind.,  iu  1883.  She 
was  an  active  member  of  the  Free-Will  Baptist 
Church.  The  immediate  su.bject  of  this  sketch 
lived  in  New  York  until  he  was  eleven  years  of 
age,  and  then  accompanied  his  parents  to  Ohio, 
living  at  this  place  and  in  Indiana  until  he  was 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  when  he  went  to  Sauk 
County,  Wis.  He  had  previously  learned  the  car- 
penter's trade  in  Ohio,  and  after  his  removal  to 
Wisconsin  he  worked  at  his  trade  in  summer, 
teaching  school  in  winter.  In  the  spring  of  1S71 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  took  up  his  homestead, 
which  he  has  since  well  improved.  In  January, 
1S72,  he  received  the  appointment  of  postmaster 
of  Scott,  and  has  since  held  that  office.  This  is  said 
to  have  been  the  first  postoffice  established  in  this 
part  of  Webster  County.  He  was  one  of  the  pio- 
neers of  this  section,  and  has  seen  the  develop 
ment  of  all  of  Soiithwestern  Nebraska.  For  a  year 
after  his  anival  here  he  was  compelled  to  draw  all 
his  provisions  from  Nebraska  City,  a  distance  of 
160  miles,  with  an  ox-team.  In  1874  he  was  elected 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  has  held  that  office  almost 
continuously  for  fifteen  years.  He  is  active  in 
politics,  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  almost 
always  serves  as  delegate  to  county  conventions. 
Miss  Emily  M.,  daughter  of  Isaiah  and  Dolly  (At 
wood)  Oilman,  became  his  wife  in  1851.  and  they 
became  the  parents  of  fovu'  childreD,  viz. :  Harry 
H.  (a  resident  of  Inavale),  Mrs.  Viola  H.  Luce  (at 
home),  Harlow  J.  (living  at  Denver,  Colo. ),  and 
Mrs.  Carrie  M.  Storry  (living  in  Cowles,  Neb. ). 
George  B.  Holland,  proprietor  of  the  Holland 
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House,  Red  Cloud,  Neb. ,  was  born  in  New  York, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood.  He  came  to  Red 
Cloud  in  1878,  and  soon  after  engaged  in  the  hotel 
business,    at  which    he    has   achieved   remarkable 


success. 


Col.  John  S.  Hoover,  an  old  and  highly  hon- 
ored citizen  of  Blue  Hill,  Neb.,  and  vice-president 
of  the  First  National  Bank  of  that  place,  was  born 
in  La  Porte  County,  Ind. ,  April  10,  1833,  his 
parents  being  Samuel  and  Leanu  (Stinson)  Hoover, 
who  were  born  in  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  in 
1810  and  1814,  respectively.  Frederick  Hoover, 
the  paternal  grandfather,  was  also  born  in  North 
Carolina,  and  the  maternal  grandfather,  John  Stin- 
son, whose  father's  name  was  also  John,  was  born 

in  .      Col.   Hoover's  parents  were  married 

in  1831,  and  had  eleven  children,  of  whom  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  the  eldest.  Nine  of 
this  family  were  sons,  and  eight  of  the  family 
are  now  living — six  sons  and  two  daughters.  The 
father,  who  was  a  lawyer  by  profession,  died  in 
1869,  but  is  still  survived  by  his  widow,  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  Hastings,  Neb.  Before  John  S. 
Hoover  was  a  year  old  his  parents  moved  to  Newcas- 
tle, Henry  County,  Ind.,  and  here  the  father  served 
as  county  clerk  for  fourteen  years,  and  also  as  pro- 
bate judge.  Youjig  John  was  reared  to  manhood 
in  this  place,  and  while  growing  up  learned  the 
printer's  trade,  and  in  1855,  for  a  period  of  ten 
months,  he  published  the  Madison  County  Demo- 
crat, of  Anderson,  Ind.  In  1856  he  was  emjjloyed 
as  baggage- master  on  the  Chicago  &  Air  Line 
Railroad,  but  in  the  latter  part  of  that  year  he 
gave  up  his  position  and  removed  to  Decatur,  111. , 
where  he  was  in  the  retail  clock  business  for  two 
years.  He  then  went  to  Duquoiu,  111. ,  where  he 
followed  the  same  business  until  the  war  broke  out, 
and  September  8,  1861,  he  entered  the  service  of 
the  Union  army,  enlisting  in  Company  K,  Thirty- 
first  Illinois  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  until 
after  the  battle  of  Fort  Donelson.  He  was  then 
promoted  to  first  lieutenant  of  his  company,  and 
after  serving  as  such  for  some  six  or  seven  months, 
he  was  promoted  to  a  captaincy,  and  was  made  aid- 
de-camp  to  Gen.  John  A.  Logan,  and  served  on 
his  staff  from  that  time  until  the  close  of  the  war, 


a  period  of  three  years  and  four  months.  Prior 
to  the  capture  of  Fort  Donelson  he  participated  in 
the  engagement  of  Belmont,  and  after  it  was  over 
he  was  in  the  siege  of  Corinth,  the  battle  of 
Thompson's  Hill,  Raymond,  Jackson,  Champion's 
Hill,  Black  River  Bridge,  the  siege  of  Vicksbnrg, 
the  Atlanta  campaign,  together  with  the  siege  and 
capture  of  that  city,  the  battle  of  Jonesboro,  Kene- 
saw  Mountain  and  Bentonville.  He  received  an 
honorable  discharge  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  the 
fall  of  1865,  after  which  he  remained  in  that  city 
about  one  year.  In  1867  he  returned  to  Henry 
County,  Ind.,  and  engaged  in  merchandising  at 
Middletown,  and  on  the  7th  of  November  of  that 
year  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Louisa  F. 
Lynn,  a  native  of  Poughkeepsie,  N.  Y.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Gfeorge  and  Ann  (Alison)  Hoover, 
whose  native  land  was  England.  In  1870  Mr. 
Hoover  removed  to  Newcastle,  and  for  one  year 
and  a  half  was  engaged  in  the  boot  and  shoe  busi- 
ness. He  then,  in  1872,  became  the  proprietor  of 
the  Taylor  House,  the  leading  hotel  of  that  place, 
and  conducted  it  successfully  until  1876.  In  that 
year  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  first  located  in  Hast- 
ings, where  for  about  two  years  he  was  engaged  in 
the  grain  business.  In  1878  he  came  to  Blue  Hill, 
becoming  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  of  the  place. 
Ever  since  locating  here  he  has  continued  in  the 
grain  business,  and  his  labors  have  met  with  good 
returns.  He  is  one  of  the  stockholders  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Blue  Hill,  and  he  is  its 
present  vice-president.  In  1886  he  laid  out  an 
addition  to  the  town,  which  is  known  as  Hoover's 
addition,  and  besides  100  town  lots  he  is  the  owner 
of  900  acres  of  land  in  Webster  County.  The 
first  wife  of  Col.  Hoover  died  on  the  23d  of  April, 
1887,  leaving  three  children:  William  G.,  Clara 
E.  and  Howard  L.  He  married  his  second  and 
present  wife  February  18,  1888,  she  being  an  elder 
sister  of  his  first  wife,  her  name  being  Lizzie  A. 
Lynn.  Col.  Hoover  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
and  Loyal  Legion,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a 
strong  Republican,  representing  Webster,  Franklin 
and  Nuckolls  Counties  in  the  State  Senate.  He  is 
a  highly  esteemed  citizen  and  is  well  known. 

Albert  A.  Horn,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.      He 
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whose  name  heads  this  brief  sketch  is  one  of  Web- 
ster County's  pioneers,  and  is  an  active  and  enter- 
prising agriculturist,  alive  to  all  current  issues, 
public- spirited  and  progressive  in  all  matters  tend- 
ing to  benefit  the  community.  His  life  has  been 
an  active  one,  and  by  his  own  industry  and  intel- 
ligent management  he  has  secured  a  siibstantial 
footing  among  the  pioneers  of  Webster  County.  A 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  he  was  born  in  Har- 
rison County,  March  4,  1838,  being  the  eldest  son 
of  John  W.  and  Hannah  (Phillips)  Horn,  the 
former  of  Delaware  and  the  latter  born  in  Ohio,  a 
daughter  of  Richard  Phillips.  Mr.  Horn's  father 
went  to  Ohio  with  his  parents  when  he  was  six 
years  of  age,  they  being  among  the  first  settlers  of 
Harrison  County,  and  here  he  grew  to  manhood 
and  helped  subdue  the  wilderness.  After  starting 
out  in  life  on  his  own  account,  he  rented  land  and 
farmed  in  Ohio  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1861 
he  moved  to  Marion  County,  Iowa,  took  up  a  farm, 
which  he  improved  and  lived  on  for  a  number  of 
years.  His  wife  died  in  1870,  and  in  1880  he  came 
to  Nebraska  and  settled  in  Nuckolls  County,  resid- 
ing there  until  his  death  in  1885.  Albert  A.  Horn 
grew  to  manhood  in  Ohio,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years  moved  with  his  parents  to  Iowa.  Early 
in  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Iowa 
Infantry;  for  three  years  served  his  country  loyally 
and  well,  until  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the 
close  of  the  war,  at  Louisville,  Ky. ,  July,  1865; 
he  enlisted  as  a  private  and  was  discharged  as  a 
sergeant.  Among  the  principal  engagements  in 
which  he  participated  are  Shiloh,  Corinth  (first  and 
second  battles),  the  siege  and  surrender  of  Vicks- 
burg,  luka,  siege  and  surrender  of  Atlanta.  He 
was  taken  prisoner  July  22,  1864,  at  Atlanta,  Ga. , 
and  was  in  the  Andersonville  prison  two  months; 
was  exchanged  and  rejoined  his  regiment  near 
Atlanta  in  time  to  join  Sherman  on  his  memorable 
march  to  the  sea.  During  his  service  he  was 
wounded  but  once,  receiving  a  slight  wound  in  the 
face.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Marion 
County,  Iowa,  and  selected  Miss  Catharine  Moles- 
worth  for  his  companion  in  life;  they  were  married 
in  Marion  County,  Iowa,  September  25,  1865. 
Mrs.  Horn  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  Sep- 


tember 4,  1845,  and  came  to  Marion  County  with 
her  parents  in  1850,  she  and  Mr.  Horn  have  be- 
come the  parents  of  five  children,  viz. :  Maggie 
R.,  Mary  E.,  Ethel  N.,  Mattie  M.  and  Elbert  Har- 
vey. Maggie  R.  died  in  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  at 
the  age  of  thirteen  months.  Mr.  Horn  came  to 
Nebraska  on  September  10,  1872,  and  took  up  the 
homestead  on  which  he  now  lives,  which  was  then 
wild  and  uncultivated  prairie,  on  which  roamed 
numerous  antelopes  and  many  wolves.  They  were 
here  the  grasshopper  year,  and  remember  well  the 
great  Easter  storm.  In  1879  they  moved  to 
Nuckolls  County,  renting  out  his  farm  in  this 
county  and  purchasing  a  farm  of  160  and  a  small 
farm  of  twenty  acre.s  near  Superior.  After  living 
in  Nuckolls  County  three  years,  he  moved  back  to 
his  homestead,  where  he  is  now  living.  After- 
ward he  purchased  forty  acres  joining,  and  now 
owns  200  acres  of  tine  land,  nearly  all  fenced  and 
cross- fenced,  and  most  of  it  is  under  cultivation. 
Like  the  majority  of  substantial  farmers  of  this 
section,  he  has  good  buildings,  wind  pumps,  etc., 
besides  a  young  grove  and  a  thrifty  young  bearing 
orchard  of  choice  fruits,  and  in  addition  a  quantity 
of  small  fruit.  Mary  E.  married  Clarence  Guy, 
February  17,  1889,  and  they  make  their  home  in 
this  county.  Ethel  N.  and  Mattie  M.  are  young 
ladies,  and  are  very  popular  among  their  associates; 
they  live  at  home,  as  does  Elbert  Harvey,  a  lad  of 
fourteen  years.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Horn,  Mary,  Guy 
and  Ethel  N.  are  members  of  the  Friends'  Church. 
Alfred  C.  Hosmer,  editor  of  The  Chief,  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  In  looking  through  the  histories  of 
the  business  men  of  the  county,  we  find  that  the 
majority  of  them  either  lived  in  early  manhood,  or 
else  through  boyhood,  upon  a  farm.  So  it  will 
seem  that  no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  influence 
that  early  communion  with  Nature  has  upon  the 
full  years  of  manhood.  Alfred  C.  Hosmer,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  short  sketch,  has  been  found  equipped 
and  fully  equal  to  the  duties  that  have  devolved 
upon  him.  The  interests  of  Webster  County  have 
been  identical  with  his  since  1883,  when  he  came 
here  to  live.  Mr.  Hosmer  was  born  in  Euclid, 
Ohio,  February  4,  1854.  He  is  a  son  of  Luther 
and  Irene  (Cummings)  Hosmer,  the  former  a  native 
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of  Connecticut,  and  the  latter  of  New  York.  They 
were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth,  nine 
of  whom  grew  to  maturity.  Mrs.  Hosmer  died  in 
Ohio,  April  20,  1867,  in  her  fifty- second  year,  and 
Mr.  Hosmer  in  Michigan,  March  7,  1890,  at  the 
age  of  seventy-seven.  Grandfather  Hosmer  was 
born  in  Connecticut.  The  Hosmers  were  of  Ger- 
man descent,  and  the  Cummings  were  Yankees,  of 
Irish  descent.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared 
on  a  farm,  and  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  entered 
the  office  of  the  Lorain  County  News,  at  Oberlin, 
Ohio,  and  served  an  apprenticeship  in  that  office, 
then  accepted  a  foremanship  of  the  Bryan  (Ohio) 
Press  for  one  year.  He  next  went  to  Clinton,  111., 
where  he  served  as  foreman  on  the  Clinton  Public 
for  eleven  years.  He  then  came  west  to  Red 
Cloud,  and  purchased  the  Chief  office — a  Repub- 
lican paper  established  in  1873.  He  then  refitted 
the  office,  put  in  a  Prouty  power  press  (this  was 
the  first  power  press  run  by  steam  in  the  county) 
and  added  other  facilities  for  doing  good  work. 
He  employs  several  hands,  and  turns  out  a  large 
amount  of  job  printing.  In  directing  the  editorial 
policy  of  his  paper,  Mr.  Hosmer  has  proved  him- 
self to  be  a  man  of  judgment,  as  a  result  of  which  the 
circulation  has  been  largely  increased.  The  Chief 
is  the  oldest  paper  in  the  Republican  Valley.  In 
secret  societies  he  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the 
K.  of  P.  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  helped  found 
the  K.  of  P.  lodge  at  this  place,  and  was  the  first 
past  chancellor,  and  also  the  first  past  master 
workman  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  While  residing  in 
Clinton,  111.,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Alice  S. 
Morse,  born  in  Kosciusko  County,  Ind.,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1855,  and  two  children  have  blessed  their 
union:  Harry  Morton  and  Ethel.  Mr.  Hosmer  is 
strictly  temperate  in  his  habits,  neither  drinks  nor 
smokes,  and  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  Re- 
publican State  Central  Committee  of  Nebraska. 
His  paper  has  been  in  the  advance  in  advocating 
all  questions  pertaining  to  the  advancement  of 
public  interests  in  Red  Cloud.  It  aided  vigorously 
in  securing  water  works  and  electric  lights  for  the 
city,  and  in  many  other  enterprises  for  the  public 
good  has  been  actively  influential.      Mr.  Hosmer 


has  served  as  correspondent  for  the  St.  Louis  Globe- 
Democrat,  Chicago  Inter-Ocean,  Tribune  and  many 
other  papers,  and  has  been  in  the  newspaper  busi- 
ness for  twenty-five  years. 

W.  A.  Howard,  well  known  as  a  prosperous 
and  well  to-do  agriculturist  of  this  county,  was 
born  in  Indiana  (Hamilton  County)  in  1850,  being 
the  third  in  a  family  of  five  children  raised  by 
John  and  Mary  (Williams)  Howard,  the  former 
born  in  Virginia  and  the  latter  in  Indiana,  in 
which  latter  State  they  were  married  and  reared 
most  of  their  children  there.  Their  children  were 
Joseph,  Nancy  C,  Wesley  A.,  John  F.  and  Anna. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  moved 
from  Indiana  to  Minnesota,  settling  in  Hennepin 
County,  in  1856,  when  our  subject  was  but  six 
years  old,  and  here  he  tilled  the  soil  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1862.  He  was  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  and  took  a  deep  inter- 
est in  the  welfare  of  the  community  in  which  he 
resided,  and  won  the  esteem  and  respect  of  all 
who  knew  him.  His  wife  died  in  1857.  They 
both  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  boyhood  and  early  youth  of  our  subject  was 
spent  in  Minnesota,  whither  he  had  moved  with 
his  parents  in  his  sixth  year,  but  in  1864  he  re- 
turned to  his  native  State  and  farmed  in  Hancock 
County  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1875  he  went 
to  Illinois,  remaining  there  but  a  short  time,  and 
then  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  and  took  up 
a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  raw  prairie  land, 
which  he  has  now  well  improved,  with  a  nice  house 
and  barn  and  one  of  the  finest  groves  and  or- 
chards in  the  county,  his  being  one  of  the  best 
improved  farms  in  the  county.  Here  he  is  exten- 
sively engaged  in  stock-raising,  breeding  only  the 
best  grade  of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  making  a 
specialty  of  Holstein  cattle.  Mr.  Howard  was 
married  in  Webster  County,  in  1878,  to  Miss  Mary 
C.  Finnie,  daughter  of  Thomas  F.  Finnie,  of  this 
county,  and  six  children  have  been  given  to  them, 
namely:  John  A.,  Thomas,  Emory  E.,  Leonard, 
Frank  and  Effie  E.  Mr.  Howard  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  considerable 
interest  in  local  politics,  as  he  does  in  all  things 
for  the  good  of  the  country.      He  has  served  on 
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the  school  board  in  District  No.  35,  and  like  most 
of  the  intelligent  farmers  of  Nebraska  belongs  to 
the  Alliance. 

A.  P.  Howard.  One  of  the  enterprising  and 
successful  young  men  of  this  section  is  Mr.  A.  P. 
Howard,  business  manager  of  the  R.  A.  Handy 
Lumber  Yards  at  Red  Cloud.  He  was  born  in 
Medina  County,  Ohio,  in  October,  1865,  a  son  of 
H.  A.  and  Harriett  E.  (Pierce)  Howard,  and  at  the 
age  of  eleven  years  came  to  Nebraska  with  his 
parents.  He  supplemented  an  excellent  common- 
school  education  with  an  academic  course  at 
Franklin  Academy,  and  after  a  short  time  spent 
on  a  farm,  engaged  in  teaching  the  young  idea, 
but  not  liking  this  occupation,  upon  finishing  his 
term  he  gave  it  up  and  worked  at  his  trade  as  a 
painter,  and  has  done  considerable  work  in  Red 
Cloud.  He  discontinued  painting  after  a  while, 
and  engaged  as  a  cashier  and  book-keeper  in  the 
wholesale  and  retail  packing  house  of  G.  W. 
Lindsey  for  some  months,  and  then  entered  the 
employ  of  M.  B.  Edleman  &  Co. ,  as  yardman  in 
their  lumber  business.  Several  months  later,  his 
merits  being  recognized,  he  was  promoted  to  the 
office  as  book  keeper,  serving  in  that  capacity  for 
seven  or  eight  months,  when  he  accepted  a  position 
with  the  firm  as  manager  of  their  yard.  December 
24,  1888,  the  firm  sold  out  to  R.  A.  Handy,  for 
whom  Mr.  Howard  conducted  the  business  rintil 
February,  1889.  He  then  accepted  a  position  as 
auditor  and  claim  agent  for  the  well-known  lumber 
firm  of  Howell,  Jewett  &  Co.,  of  Atchison,  Kas. ,  for 
whom  he  was  on  the  road  eight  months,  traveling 
in  Colorado,  etc.  In  September,  1889,  he  resigned 
this  position  and  accepted  that  of  manager  of  the 
R.  A.  Handy  Lumber  Yards  at  this  place,  which 
position  he  has  filled  very  creditably  ever  since. 
Mr.  Howard's  father,  H.  A.  Howard,  was  born  in 
England,  where  he  spent  his  childhood  and  early 
youth,  at  the  age  of  sixteen  coming  to  America, 
and  locating  in  Summit  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  Here  he  was  married 
in  December,  1864,  to  Miss  Harriett  E.  Pierce,  a 
highly  accomplished  lady.  She  was  born  in  Ohio, 
and  received  an  excellent  education  in  the  common 
schools,  and  at  the  college  at  Oberlin.      She  com- 


menced teaching  when  she  was  sixteen  years  of 
age,  and  it  was  fi'om  her  that  our  subject  received 
his  chief  education.  Mr.  Howard  enlisted  in  the 
late  war  as  first  lieutenant  of  the  Forty- second  Ohio 
Infantry  (Garfield' s  regiment),  and  served  for  three 
years.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Cumberland  Gap, 
charge  at  Chickasaw  Bluffs  (the  Forty-second  Ohio 
led  the  forlorn  hope  there),  he  had  charge  of  the 
men  who  tried  to  cut  the  ditch  at  Vieksburg  to 
turn  the  channel  of  the  Mississippi,  was  also  in 
the  battles  of  Port  Hudson,  Champion's  Hill, 
Black  River  Bridge,  siege  of  Vieksburg,  Red  River 
expedition,  and  was  at  New  Orleans  under  Banks. 
At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  Ohio,  where 
he  remained  until  1876,  at  that  time  coming  to 
Red  Cloud  and  taking  up  a  homestead  near  this 
place,  where  he  and  family  have  since  resided. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Howard  are  the  parents  of  two 
children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
eldest.  Mrs.  Howard  is  a  lady  of  high  intelli 
gence,  and  is  very  popular.  Mr.  Howard,  Sr., 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.  A.  P.  Howard  is  K. 
R.  S.  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  is  first  lieutenant 
of  the  Sons  of  Veterans.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
head  lodge  of  the  M.  W.  A. ,  and  belongs  to  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  Besides,  he  is  also  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  Building  and  Loan  Association  of 
Geneva,  N.  Y.  In  June,  1890,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Minnie  Beck,  of  Otis,  Colo.,  and  has  built  a 
handsome  house  in  this  place.  He  has  the  entire 
respect  and  confidence  of  all  his  acquaintances, 
and  is  in  every  respect  a  gentleman. 

John  W.  Hudson,  farmer  and  stockman.  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.  This  enterprising  and  industrious  ag- 
riculturist was  born  in  the  Blue  Grass  State,  his 
birth  occurring  in  Scott  County  in  1845,  and  it 
was  but  natural,  perhaps,  that  he  should  choose 
farming  as  his  calling  through  life,  for  his  father 
and  grandfather  before  him  were  tillers  of  the  soil. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Ver- 
milion and  Logan  Counties,  111.,  and  in  1864  he 
enlisted  from  the  last-named  county  in  Company 
D,  One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Illinois  Infantry, 
for  three  months.  He  was  under  Gen.  Sigel,  and 
was  principally  on  garrison  duty.  He  was  honor- 
ably discharged  at  Springfield,  111.,  in  1864,  and 
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returned  to  Logan  County,  where  lie  engaged  in 
farming.  He  was  married  in  Lincoln  County,  of 
that  State,  in  1865,  to  Miss  Narcissus  Johnson,  a 
native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  daughter  of  Turner 
and  Judith  Johnson,  also  of  that  State.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Johnson  moved  to  Illinois  at  an  early 
day,  and  the  father's  death  occurred  in  Indiana. 
The  mother  resides  with  her  son-in-law,  our  sub- 
ject. Mr.  Hudson  came  to  Nebraska  in  1874,  pur- 
chased a  homestead  of  160  acres  on  Section  7,  in 
1S75,  and  now  has  all  his  land  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation.  He  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  been  constable  of  the  township.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  John  A.  Logan  Post  No.  145,  at 
Blue  Hill,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Hudson  are  members 
of  the  Christian  Church  in  their  neighborhood. 
To  their  marriage  were  born  three  children:  Char- 
ley, Theodore  and  James.  Mr.  Hudson  has  passed 
through  the  grasshopper  sieges  of  1874  and  1875, 
lost  his  last  horse  in  the  lirst  year,  and  had  but 
five  dollars  in  money.  As  might  be  supposed, 
everything  looked  blue  to  him,  but  he  had  the 
determination  to  persevere,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
prosperous  farmers  of  the  township.  He  aids  in 
all  laudable  enterprises,  and  is  deeply  interested 
in  educational  matters.  He  assisted  in  organizing 
his  school  district,  and  is  determined  to  give  his 
children  every  opportunity  for  obtaining  an  educa- 
tion. Mr.  Hudson  was  the  eldest  of  six  children 
born  to  John  andLorana  (Briddle)  Hudson,  natives 
of  Kentucky.  The  father  tilled  the  soil  in  his  native 
State  for  some  time,  and  at  an  early  day  moved  to 
Illinois,  and  to  Nebraska  in  1874.  He  homesteaded 
160  acres  in  1875,  and  now  resides  on  this  farm, 
in  Webster  County.  The  grandmother  of  our  sub- 
ject is  still  living,  and  makes  her  home  with  his 
father. 

George  W.  Hummel,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  re- 
siding on  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  18,  Line 
Township,  was  born  June  27,  1849,  in  Erie  Coun- 
ty, N.  Y.,  a  son  of  George  and  Catharine  (Snyder) 
Hummel,  both  natives  of  Germany.  His  parents 
moved  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  in  1856,  where  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood,  and 
received  an  education  in  the  common  schools  of 


that  county.  In  June,  1872,  he  immigrated  with 
his  brother,  Fred,  to  this  county,  settling  on  his 
present  farm  of  160  acres.  At  bis  odd  moments 
he  began  studying  for  the  ministry.  He  had  al- 
ways been  an  earnest  worker  in  his  church,  and 
his  only  thoughts  were  to  be  a  minister.  Septem- 
ber 9,  1883,  he  was  ordained  a  deacon  by  Isaac  W. 
Wiley,  the  bishop  at  Lincoln,  this  State.  After 
several  years  of  close  study  he  was  ordained  an 
elder,  September  25,  1887,  in  Lincoln,  by  John  F. 
Hurst,  then  a  bishop  of  Nebraska.  Since  he  has 
entered  on  his  ministerial  career,  he  has  organized 
several  classes  of  his  denomination,  that  on  Penney 
Creek  being  the  oldest,  he  being  a  charter  member: 
and  Hummel's  Appointment,  the  first  Sabliath 
school  in  Red  Cloud.  He  has  preached  at  Walnut 
Creek,  Inavale,  New  Virginia,  Cowles,  Elm  Creek, 
Batin,  Amboy,  Pleasant  Hill,  Ash  Creek,  Penney 
Creek,  and  has  now  a  circuit  including  Salem,  High- 
land, Pleasant  Grove,  Red  School-house,  Mount 
Hope,  Oriole,  Kas.  He  is  a  preacher  of  this  State,  and 
a  prominent  and  influential  citizen.  His  experien- 
ces as  a  minister  have  been  varied,  and  he  has  endur- 
ed all  the  ups  and  downs  of  a  pioneer  settler.  He 
was  married  on  December  23,  1867,  to  Miss  Lottie 
A.  White,  daughter  of  James  and  Sarah  M.  (Tomp- 
kins) White,  natives  of  New  Jersey.  She  was  born 
in  Essex  County,  N.  J.,  January  21,  1850.  This 
union  has  been  blessed  with  seven  children,  all  liv- 
ing, viz. :  Eva,  Nettie,  Carrie,  Ida,  Emma,  Edgar 
and  Minnie.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Hummel 
is  a  stanch  Republican,  and  takes  an  active  interest 
in  the  politics  of  his  county.  In  1887  he  was 
elected  supervisor,  and  served  for  three  years,  and 
was  also  elected  chairman  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors for  two  years.  In  1889  he  was  the  Repub- 
lican candidate  for  the  ofiSce  of  county  treasurer. 
He  was  defeated,  but  made  more  friends  by  his 
defeat  than  did  his  successful  opponent.  Mr. 
Hummel  belongs  to  Bed  Cloud  Lodge  No.  64, 1.  O. 
O.  F.  He,  with  his  entire  family,  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  Hummel' s  Ap- 
pointment. He  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  ener- 
getic and  enterprising  citizens  of  the  county. 

Charles  Hunter,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.,  residing   on    Section  28-2-12. 
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Among  the  many  prominent  citizens  of  Webster 
County  whose  names  appear  in  this  work,  none  are 
more  worthy  of  mention  than  the  gentleman  whose 
name  heads  this  sketch.  He  was  born  in  Ashta 
bula  County,  Ohio,  March  12,  1851.  His  father, 
John  Hunter,  was  born  in  Ashtabula  County,  Ohio, 
on  December  3,  1821.  Here  he  received  a  common 
school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  em 
barked  in  life  for  himself.  In  1851  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Lydia  P.  Molton,  daughter  of  Alonzo  and 
Priscilla  Molton,  both  natives  of  Maine,  and  by 
this  union  became  the  father  of  four  children,  viz. : 
Charles  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Eugene  (resid- 
ing at  Riverton,  Neb. ),  Flora  (now  Mrs.  Van  Note, 
of  Hamilton,  Mo. )  and  Sulie  (now  Mrs.  Baker,  of 
Tacoma,  Wash.  Mr.  Hunter  removed  from  Ohio 
to  La  Fayette  County,  Wis. ,  and  in  1861  entered  the 
United  States  service,  in  Company  E,  Eleventh 
Wisconsin  Volunteer  Infantry,  Capt.  Whittlesey, 
commander.  While  on  detachment  duty  in  Mis- 
souri, he  was  wounded  in  his  left  leg  and  sent  to 
the  hospital.  When  again  ready  for  service,  he 
was  sent  to  Camp  Chase,  Ohio,  to  guard  prisoners, 
and  was  discharged  in  September,  1864.  The 
same  month  he  re-enlisted,  and  served  all  through 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  received  his  discharge 
at  Springfield,  111.,  in  October,  1865.  In  1869  he 
removed  from  Wisconsin  to  Caldwell  County,  Mo., 
where  he  engaged  in  farming,  remaining  there 
until  1889  when  he  removed  to  Norton  County, 
Kas.,  where  he  is  at  present  residing.  His  wife 
died  in  Riverton,  Neb.,  in  March,  1889.  Mr. 
Hunter  is  an  active  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  in 
his  political  views  sides  with  the  Republican  party. 
Charles  Hunter,  the  immediate  siibject  of  this 
sketch,  received  a  common-school  education  in 
Wisconsin,  and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years 
commenced  for  himself  as  a  farmer.  In  June, 
1872,  he  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  and 
took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  land,  and 
the  following  year  timber-claimed  another  160 
acres,  making  a  splendid  farm  of  320  acres, 
all  of  which  is  now  well  improved,  with  a 
nice  comfortable  dwelling,  barns,  out-buildings, 
fruit    and    forest   trees,  etc.     By  farming  in  the 


summer  and  teaching  school  in  winters,  he  was  en- 
abled to  get  a  good  start  in  the  new  State,  and 
has  now  accumulated  a  good  property,  and  gained 
for  himself  an  honored  place  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lives.  His  farm  is  well  stocked  with 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  and  aside  from  his  farming 
interests,  he  deals  extensively  in  grain  and  stock. 
During  the  past  year  he  shipped  100  cars  of 
stock  from  Inavale,  and  seventy- five  cars  from 
Riverton.  He  was  married  in  1872  to  Miss 
Josephine,  daughter  of  John  and  Anna  (Darby) 
Smith,  of  Connecticut,  and  by  this  imion  has  three 
children,  viz. :  Mabel,  Ralph  and  Daisy.  Mr. 
Hunter  has  been  very  successful  since  coming  to 
Nebraska,  and  is  perfectly  satisfied  to  make  this 
his  permanent  home.  He  is  an  active  Repiiblican, 
politically,  and  was  one  of  the  first  supervisors  in 
this  county.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  Mrs.  Hunter  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Hugh  B.  Hunter,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Guide  Rock,  Neb.  Among  the  many  prominent 
and  substantial  farmers  and  stock-raisers  of  Web- 
ster County,  none  are  more  deserving  of  con- 
spicuous mention  than  Mr.  Hunter.  He  is  a  native 
of  Illinois,  born  in  Lake  County,  July  12,  1851, 
the  sixth  of  twelve  children  born  to  Joseph  and 
Rebecca  (George)  Hunter.  Joseph  was  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  carried  on  that  calling  on  the 
Wisconsin  Central  Railway,  in  Illinois,  for  a 
number  of  years,  subsequently  moving  to  Wis- 
consin and  settling  in  Kenosha  County,  where  he 
has  been  farming  ever  since.  He  is  now  a  hale 
and  hearty  old  gentleman  of  seventy,  and  his  wife 
is  a  few  years  younger,  and  they  are  cared  for  by 
a  younger  son,  who  attends  to  the  farm.  Of  their 
twelve  children,  nine  grew  to  maturity,  and  four 
live  in  Nebraska,  all  but  one  of  the  four  living  in 
Webster  County.  Hugh  B.  Hunter  was  reared  in 
Illinois  and  Wisconsin,  receiving  a  liberal  high- 
school  education.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  came  to 
Nebraska  and  located  in  Webster  County,  where  he 
purchased  an  improved  farm,  to  which  he  has  since 
added  until  he  now  owns  740  acres  of  bottom  land 
on  the  Reijublican  River,  all  lying  in  one  body. 
This  he  has  under  cultivation,  pasture  and  meadow. 
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having  sixty  acres  in  tame  grasses,  and  a  fence 
surrounding  the  whole  body,  and  cross-fenced 
into  convenient  fields.  He  has  a  neat  and  com- 
modious residence,  large  barn,  sheds,  stock-scales, 
wind  pump,  and  all  conveniences  for  farm  life. 
Twenty-five  acres  of  his  land  he  has  devoted  to  a 
grove,  and  has  planted  it  in  cottonwood,  walnuts, 
and  box  elders,  and  besides  his  farming  property 
he  is  the  owner  of  some  vacant  lots  in  Guide  Rock. 
On  coming  here  he  was  possessed  of  some  means, 
but  the  bulk  of  his  property,  say  four-fifths,  was 
made  right  here  on  the  farm.  During  his  residence 
here,  Mr.  Hunter  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
feeding  and  dealing  in  cattle  and  hogs.  He  feeds 
and  ships  on  an  average  of  three  cars  of  cattle 
annually,  and  turns  o£F  from  $1,200  to  $1,600  worth 
of  hogs  of  his  own  raising  each  year.  He  also 
devotes  considerable  attention  to  raising  horses, 
turning  o£F  over  $1,000  worth  each  year.  He  has 
some  excellent  high  grade  horses,  and  is  breeding 
all  the  time.  The  spring  following  his  arrival 
in  this  county  Mr.  Hunter  paid  a  visit  to  the 
East,  and  on  his  return  he  was  accompanied  by  his 
bride,  whom  he  had  married  in  Berrien  County, 
Mich.,  February  8,  1880.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hunter 
are  the  proud  parents  of  three  interesting  little 
children:  Lolo  B.,  Lloyd  H.  and  George  E.  Mrs. 
Hunter  was  formerly  Miss  Lorana  Harris,  daughter 
of  David  Harris,  aad  she  was  born,  reared,  educated 
and  married  in  Berrien  County,  Mich.  Both  she 
and  her  husband  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  worship  at  the  Guide  Rock 
Church  of  that  denomination,  and  are  highly  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  all  in  the  community.  Mr. 
Hunter  is  one  of  the  few  farmers  and  stock- men 
of  the  couDty  who  has  no  indebtedness  whatever, 
and  his  good  fortune  and  prosperity  are  simply  the 
result  of  good  management. 

M.  C.  Jackson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  Mr.  Jackson  owes  his  nativity  to  Ran- 
dolph County,  N.  C,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1826,  but  he  emigrated  to  Indiana  with  his  mother 
in  1834,  and  there  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
common-school  education.  His  parents,  Daniel  and 
Amy  (Otwell)  Jackson,  were  both  natives  of  North 
Carolina.      M.  C.  Jackson  remained  in  Indiana  un- 


til 1859,  when  he  came  to  Iowa,  and  later  went  to 
Pike's  Peak,  where  he  spent  the  summer  of  1860. 
In  the  fall  of  that  year  he  returned  to  the  east,  or 
rather  to  Iowa,  where  he  remained  until  the  fall  of 
1873,  and  then  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb., 
where  he  has  since  resided.  He  settled  on  his 
present  farm,  consisting  of  160  acres,  and  is  now 
numbered  among  the  prominent  farmers  of  the 
couQty.  He  keeps  a  good  grade  of  stock  of  all 
kinds,  and  displays  excellent  practical  judgment 
in  the  management  of  his  estate.  He  was  married 
to  Miss  Annie  M.  Brooks,  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
and  Susannah  (Kimbrough)  Brooks,  natives  of 
North  Carolina  and  New  Jersey,  respectively.  To 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  have  been  born  the  follow- 
ing children:  Melissa  J.  (born  January  19,  1850), 
Sarah  A.  (born  September  11,  1856),  Thomas  S. 
(born  November  14,  1857,  now  deceased),  Charles 
H.  (born  January  29, 1859),  Hannah  S.  (born  Feb- 
ruary 23,  1862),  William  S.  (born  February  27, 
1865),  Edler  L.  (born  August  15,  1866),  Alfred  C. 
(born  December  23,  1870),  Amy  F.  (born  Septem- 
ber 6,  1872),  Clara  M.  (born  May  26,  1876,  now 
deceased)  and  Minnie  M.  (born  February  7,  1878). 
Mr.  Jackson  came  to  Webster  County  while  it  was 
yet  in  its  infancy,  and  made  for  himself  a  good, 
comfortable  home.  He  has  a  fine  young  orchard, 
also  a  good  grove,  and  is  a  man  who  merits  the 
esteem  of  all.  He  was  one  of  the  earliest  supporters 
of  the  Republican  party,  having  voted  for  John 
P.  Hale  in  the  forties.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  also  of  the  Farmers'  Al- 
liance. In  their  religious  views  the  family  are 
Quakers,  and  the  church  that  they  attend,  which 
is  a  few  miles  distant,  is  composed  of  thirty  or 
forty  members.  Mr.  Jackson's  daughter,  Melissa, 
married  James  C.  Wilson,  of  Iowa,  who  was  one 
of  the  first  white  children  born  in  Muscatine  County ; 
Sarah  Alice  married  John  Zackery,  of  Tennessee; 
Charles  married  Amy  Brubaker,  of  Ohio;  Hannah 
S.  married  Wilber  Brubaker— all  reside  in  Pleasant 
Hill  Township. 

W.  E.  Jackson.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  has 
been  so  closely  connected  with  Red  Cloud  and  its 
interests  from  the  start  that  it  is  impossible  to  give 
a  true  history  of  the   place  without  a  prominent 
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mention  of  his  name.  A  brief  outline  of  his  life 
will  be  read  with  interest.  He  was  born  in  Fair- 
field County,  Ohio,  March  23,  1827.  When  he 
was  thirteen  years  of  age  his  parents  removed  to 
Perry  County,  same  State,  and  there  our  subject 
was  reared  to  manhood,  assisting  his  father  in  his 
farm  labors,  and  attending  the  common  schools. 
He  remained  at  home  until  he  was  nineteen  years 
of  age,  when,  the  Mexican  War  breaking  out,  he 
enlisted,  May  29,  1846,  in  Company  H,  Third  Ohio 
Infantry,  under  S.  R.  Curtis  and  Zack  Taylor, 
and  after  serving  his  country  for  thirteen  months, 
was  mustered  out  June  22,  1847.  He  now  draws 
a  pension.  After  receiving  his  discharge,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home  in  Perry  County,  Ohio,  and  was 
employed  by  Fink  &  Ditto,  merchants,  as  clerk, 
remaining  with  them  for  three  years.  January  7, 
1851,  witnessed  his  marriage  to  Miss  Julia  A. 
Miner,  who  was  born  in  Somerset,  Ohio,  January 
5,  1834,  and  there  grew  to  maturity,  receiving  a 
very  good  education.  In  the  spring  of  the  same 
year  of  their  marriage  they  moved  to  Allamakee 
County,  Iowa,  where  Mr.  Jackson  was  engaged  in 
dealing  in  stock  and  farming  until  1870,  at  which 
time  they  came  to  Nebraska  and  located  in  Red 
Cloud.  Mrs.  Jackson  was  the  first  white  woman 
to  make  her  home  in  the  place,  and  came  to  Red 
Cloud  when  there  wasn't  a  board  in  the  county, 
nor  a  furrow  plowed.  Mr.  Jackson  brought  a  load 
of  pine  flooring  from  Iowa  for  his  own  use,  which 
was  the  first  floor  in  the  neighborhood  around  Red 
Cloud.  When  they  first  came  to  this  place  they 
lived  in  a  stockade  sixty-four  feet  square,  with  a 
row  of  houses  on  each  side  with  loop  holes  for  de- 
fense, and  a  court  in  the  center.  Mr.  Jackson's 
family  then  comprised  himself  and  wife,  a  sister 
of  his  wife  (since  man-ied  to  James  Le  Due,  now 
living  in  Northern  Oregon)  and  two  daughters. 
Upon  his  arrival  here,  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of 
land  where  part  of  the  town  now  stands,  of  which 
he  sold  about  thirty  acres  to  the  railroad  company. 
The  Catholic  Church  is  upon  his  land.  He  has 
since  purchased  considerable  property.  There 
have  been  six  children  born  to  his  union,  namely: 
Carrie  M.  (now  the  wife  of  G.  M.  Taylor,  of  Sheri- 
dan County,  Kas.),  Margaret  (wife  of  J.  Berinzen, 


of  Pawnee  County,  Neb.),  William  C.  (residing  in 
Red  Cloud),  and  three  who  died  in  infancy.  Mr. 
W.  E.  Jackson  is  a  son  of  John  J.  and  Sarah 
(Ijams)  Jackson.  His  father  was  born  in  Erie 
County,  Pa.,  February  7,  1792,  and  grew  to  man- 
hood in  his  native  State.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  and  served  on  the  lakes  under  Com- 
modore Perry,  and  was  in  the  battle  in  which 
the  Commodore  sent  the  famous  message:  "  We 
have  met  the  enemy  and  they  are  ours."  He  was 
quartermaster-sergeant.  He  early  emigrated  to 
Ohio,  settling  in  Fairfield  County,  where  he  was  a 
pioneer,  and  resided  there  until  1840,  when  he 
moved  to  Somerset,  Perry  County,  and  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits  at  that  place  until  his  death, 
September  26,  1876.  The  mother  of  W.  E. 
died  in  1830,  leaving  a  family  of  eight  children — 
four  sons  and  four  daughters,  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  being  next  to  the  youngest.  Upon  her  death- 
bed she  became  a  convert  to  the  Roman  Catholic 
faith.  Her  husband  afterward  married  Miss  Mary 
C.  Grate,  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  a  devout  Catholic, 
and  he  afterward  became  a  convert  to  that  faith. 
This  latter  union  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six  chil- 
dren, three  of  whom  survive;  three  childi-en  of  the 
first  marriage  also  survive.  Mrs.  Jackson  died  in 
1870.  Grandfather  Lyman  Jackson  was  born  in 
England  in  1756,  and  emigrated  to  the  colonies 
while  young,  subsequently  marrying.  He  was  a 
soldier  and  pensioner  of  the  Revolutionary  War, 
and  made  his  home  in  Erie  County,  Pa.  He  died 
March  20,  1835.  His  wife  was  born  February  25, 
1765,  and  died  December  2,  1841.  Mrs.  W.  E. 
Jackson  was  a  daughter  of  James  and  Belle  (Mc- 
keever)  Miner,  the  former  born  in  County  Cavin, 
Ireland.  He  came  to  America,  and  was  married  at 
Albany,  N.  Y.  In  1850  he  started  for  California, 
and  after  mining  in  that  State  for  five  years,  died. 
He  was  accompanied  by  his  son,  who  still  lives  at 
Yreka,  Cal.,  a  prosperous  merchant.  Mrs.  Miner 
was  born  in  Dublin,  Ireland,  and  died  in  Iowa  in 
1864.  She  was  the  mother  of  six  children,  all  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity.  Mrs.  Jackson  was  the 
eldest  daughter.  Her  father's  sister,  Mary,  mar 
ried  John  Sheridan,  and  by  him  became  the  mother 
of    a   son — Philip,    now  the    famous    Gen.    Phil. 
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Sheridan,  thus  making  Mrs.  W.  E.  Jackson  a  full 
cousin  of  the  distinguished  general.  Mr.  W.  E. 
Jackson  served  in  the  Federal  army  during  the 
late  war,  enlisting  in  Company  B,  Twenty-seventh 
Iowa,  January  4,  1864,  and  was  inustered  out  June 
15,  1865.  He  was  engaged  in  the  battles  of  Ditch 
Bayou,  Ark.,  on  Jane  6,  1864;  Tupelo,  Miss.,  July 
14,  1864;  Old  Town  Creek,  Miss.,  July  15,  1864; 
Nashville,  December  15,  1864,  and  Ciimberland 
Heights,  December  16,  1864.  While  erecting  bat- 
teries at  Nashville,  on  June  11,  1864,  he  was  (juite 
severely  injured.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jackson  are 
strict  Roman  Catholics,  and  are  very  intelligent 
people. 

William  James,  a  well  known  pioneer  of  Web- 
ster County,  was  born  in  Randolph  County,  HI., 
in  1846,  the  sixth  in  a  family  of  eleven  children 
born  to  the  union  of  Robert  and  Elizabeth  James. 
His  parents  were  both  born  in  Ireland,  and  while 
still  very  young  came  to  this  country,  locating  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  where  they  were  afterward  mar- 
ried. Soon  after  their  marriage  they  emigrated 
to  Illinois  and  settled  on  a  farm  in  Randolph,  being 
among  the  earliest  settlers  in  that  county,  and  here 
they  followed  agricultural  iiursiiits  very  success- 
fully for  many  years,  until  1882,  when  the  father's 
death  occurred.  The  mother  is  still  living,  and 
resides  on  the  old  homestead  in  Illinois  with  some 
of  her  yoimger  children,  who  have  remained  single. 
The  father  was  a  stanch  Republican,  and  took  an 
active  interest  in  all  things  for  the  good  of  the 
community,  and  both  he  and  wife  were  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Illinois,  at- 
tending school,  and  was  reared  to  farm  labor.  In 
1872,  in  company  with  his  brothers,  Adam  and 
Alex. ,  he  came  to  Webster  County  and  located  1 60 
acres  of  land  in  Section  12,  Town  4,  Range  10,  on 
which  he  now  lives,  being  engaged  extensively  in 
raising  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  Here  he  "  bached 
for  five  years,  and  then,  in  1877,  he  returned  to 
Illinois,  and  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Jennie 
M.  Campbell,  daughter  of  Harvey  Campbell,  of 
Randolph  County,  111.,  who  accompanied  him  to 
his  Nebraska  home.  They  are  now  the  parents  of 
two  children — Mary  E.  and  William  C.     Both  Mr. 


and  Mrs.  James  are  earnest  members  of  the  Pres- 
byterian Church.  Mr.  James  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party  in  his  political  views,  taking  quite 
a  deep  interest  in  political  matters,  as  well  as  in 
all  matters  for  the  good  of  the  community.  Since 
locating  here,  Mr.  James  has  purchased  eighty 
acres  of  fine  land,  which,  with  his  original  tract, 
make  him  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  good  land, 
all  of  which  is  highly  improved,  with  a  good  bear- 
ing orchard,  and  a  thriving  young  grove.  He 
also  has  a  small  grove  of  native  trees  on  his  place. 
Mr.  James  has  been  very  successful  since  be- 
coming identified  with  this  State,  and  is  well  satis- 
fied to  make  it  his  permanent  home.  He  belongs 
to  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Mr.  James  resided  in 
Blue  Hill  in  1882,  and  again  in  1885-86. 

Alex.  James,  another  of  the  prominent  and  sub 
stantial  farmers  of  Webster  County,  was  born  in 
Randolph  County,  111. ,  in  1 849,  and  is  the  seventh 
child  in  a  family  of  eleven  children  born  to  the 
marriage  of  Robert  and  Elizalieth  (Russell)  James, 
both  natives  of  Ireland.  They  were  married  at 
Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  immediately  afterward  set- 
tled in  Randolph  County,  111.,  where  they  raised 
their  family,  viz.:  Eliza,  Robert,  Anna,  Adam, 
Mary,  William,  Alex.,  Hugh,  Samuel,  Esther  and 
John.  They  belonged  to  the  Reformed  Presliy 
terian  Chiirch.  The  father  voted  the  Republican 
ticket,  and  was  a  public-spirited  man,  interested  in 
all  things  for  the  good  of  the  community.  He  was 
a  successful  farmer,  and  died  in  Illinois  in  1883. 
The  mother  is  still  living  on  the  farm  in  Illinois,  some 
of  her  children  living  with  her.  Alex. ,  William  and 
Adam  James  all  immigrated  to  Webster  County 
in  the  spring  of  1S73,  and  located  homes,  but  Adam 
has  since  moved  to  Kansas.  Alex.  James  first  took 
up  160  acres  of  land,  and  has  since  added  to  this 
until  he  is  now  the  owner  of  240  acres  of  good 
land,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  county. 
He  was  married   in    Nebraska,   in  1877,    to  Miss 

Jemima   Simpson,  daughter  of  Simpson,  of 

Oak  Creek  Townshij),  by  whom  he  is  the  father  of 
six  children,  viz.:  John,  Edward,  Alvin,  Samuel, 
Lee  R.  and  Lillie.  Mrs.  James  is  a  member  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  James  came  here 
in  the  early  days  when  the  prairies  abounded  with 
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bufPalo,  antelope  and  smaller  game,  and  he 
has  often  indulged  in  the  sport  of  hunting  these 
wild  animals.  When  he  first  located  he  got  his 
mail  at  New  Grundy,  on  Oak  Creek,  but  he  now 
gets  it  at  Blue  Hill.  He  has  one  of  the  finest 
orchards  in  the  county,  and  farms  240  acres  of 
land,  and  devotes  himself  to  raising  grain,  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs.  He  is  Repiiblican  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Al- 
liance. 

W.  T.  Johnson,  M.  D.,  who  occupies  a  position 
of  prominence  in  the  medical  affairs  of  Webster 
County,  was  ushered  into  the  world  on  April  21, 
1860,  in  Fulton  County,  111. ,  and  there  grew  to 
manhood.  His  literary  education  was  received  at 
Champaign,  111.,  and  at  Valparaiso,  Ind.  At  the 
age  of  twenty  years  he  commenced  the  study  of 
medicine  under  a  perceptor  at  Champaign,  and 
at  the  end  of  three  years  entered  the  Eclectic  Med- 
ical Institute  of  Cincinnati,  from  which,  in  1885, 
he  received  the  degree  of  M.  D.  The  same  year 
he  came  to  Cowles,  and  immediately  began  the 
practice  of  his  profession,  his  career  having  re- 
sulted in  eminent  success,  and  although  still  a 
young  man  he  has  already  established  a  reputation 
and  built  up  a  practice  of  which  many  an  older  man 
might  well  be  proud.  He  is  the  owner  of  a  section 
of  tine  land.  Dr.  Johnson  was  married,  in  1888,  to 
Miss  Susie  Arnold.  His  parents  were  T.  J.  and 
Sarah  (Scott)  Johnson.  Dr.  Johnson  belongs  to 
the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Sturgeon  Kershner,  another  of  the  early  set- 
tlers of  Glenwood  Township,  Webster  County, 
Neb.,  and  one  of  the  representative  farmers  of  the 
same,  owes  his  nativity  to  Linn  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  was  born  January  22,  1846.  His  par- 
ents, Ferdinand  and  Elizabeth  (Rogers)  Kershner, 
were  natives  of  Germany  and  Pennsylvania,  re- 
spectively. The  father  came  to  America  when 
seven  years  of  age,  and  settled  in  Iowa  while  it 
was  still  a  Territory.  He  was  married  in  Linn 
Countv,  Iowa,  and  afterward  made  that  county  his 
home.  Sturgeon  Kershner  assisted  his  father  on 
the  farm,  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of 
Linn  County,  and  was  married  in  that  county  in 
1865    to  Miss  Elvira  Fetz,  who  was  born  in  the 


same  county.  Their  union  was  blessed  by  the 
birth  of  one  child,  Grant  F. ,  who  is  married  and 
resides  in  Glenwood  Township.  Mrs.  Kershner"  s 
death  occurred  in  Iowa  in  1870.  Mr.  Kershner 
emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  1874  and  bomesteaded 
160  acres  on  Section  26,  Glenwood  Township,  Web- 
ster County.  In  the  spring  of  1877  he  erected  a 
good  frame  house,  the  best  then  in  the  township, 
and  he  has  since  made  many  other  imjjrovements 
on  his  farm  quite  as  prominent.  He  was  married 
in  Webster  County,  Neb.,  in  January,  1876,  to 
Miss  Amanda  A.  Milner,  a  native  of  Van  Buren 
County,  Iowa,  and  the  daughter  of  J.  T.  and  Har- 
riet (Millspaugh)  Milner,  the  father  a  native  of 
Pennsylvania  and  the  mother  of  New  York.  Her 
parents  were  married  in  Ohio,  emigrated  to  Iowa 
and  settled  in  Van  Buren  County  in  1853.  In 
1874  the  father  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  in 
Webster  County.  He  is  still  living,  but  the  mother 
died  in  Iowa  in  1870.  After  his  marriage,  Mr. 
Kershner  settled  on  his  present  farm,  and  is  now 
the  owner  of  320  acres  of  excellent  land.  He  has 
opened  up  all  but  about  forty  or  fifty  acres,  and  in 
connection  with  his  farming  interest  is  engaged  in 
raising  a  good  grade  of  cattle  and  sheep  (Cots- 
wold).  He  is  interested  in  politics,  and  his  vote  is 
cast  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  assisted  in 
organizing  the  school  district,  and  he  is  quite  act- 
ive in  school  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  Prairie 
Gem  Alliance  No.  1319,  and  of  Prairie  Gem 
Lodge  No.  7,  I.  O.  G.  T.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kershner 
are  members  of  the  Union  Baptist  Church.  To 
their  marriage  have  been  born  these  children:  Ge- 
nie, Pearl,  Flora,  Guy,  Roland  (who  died  in  in- 
fancy), Hattie  and  Clarice.  Mr.  Kershner  has 
always  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  affairs  of  the 
county  and  is  one  of  its  best  citizens. 

Felix  A.  Killough,  of  Mount  Clare,  Webster 
County,  was  born  in  Buchanan  County,  Mo.,  in 
1849.  The  youngest  son  of  eight  children,  four  of 
whom  are  still  living,  born  to  Thomas  D.  and 
Martha  (Bloyd)  Killough,  the  former  born  in 
South  Carolina,  March  4,  1803,  and  the  latter  in 
Kentucky.  His  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation 
and  was  married  in  Kentucky,  soon  after  going  to 
Iowa,  where  he  lived  for  some  time.     In  1856  the 
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family  moved  to  Kansas,  and  there  made  their 
home.  In  1874  the  father  came  to  Webster  Coun- 
ty, and  took  up. a  claim  of  IfiO  acres  of  choice  land 
in  Stillwater  Township;  he  died  in  that  county 
July  29,  1879,  at  the  home  of  Felix  A.,  his  wife 
having  passed  from  this  life  in  Missouri  in 
1851.  They  were  both  church  members.  Mr. 
Killough  was  a  Republican  in  his  political  views, 
and  in  1861  was  in  the  Missouri  State  Gtxards. 
Of  the  eight  children,  Carvalho  O.  G.,  Eridus  M. 
E.,  Rosala  and  Felix  A.  are  still  living;  Meipsis 
was  killed  in  the  army,  and  Matina,  Serena  and 
Rhoda  are  deceased.  Our  subject's  school  days 
were  spent  in  Doniphan  County,  Kas.  In  1868  he 
started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  herder  on  the 
Western  frontier,  and  followed  that  occupation  for 
five  years.  He  was  united  in  marriage,  in  1875,  in 
Kansas,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Richardson,  of  Brown 
County,  Kas.,  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Mary  A. 
Richardson,  fi'om  Northumberland  County,  Eng- 
land. Miss  Killough  was  a  native  of  Stamfordham, 
that  country,  and  came  to  America  when  sixteen 
years  old.  On  September  1,  1875,  Mr.  Killough 
came  to  Webster  County,  and  took  up  a  homestead 
of  160  acres  of  good  land  (northeast  quarter  of 
Section  36,  Township  3,  Range  9),  on  which  he 
settled  and  commenced  improving.  He  now  owns 
320  acres  of  land,  all  well  improved,  and  is  very 
successfully  engaged  in  farming  and  fruit  and  stock- 
raising.  Upon  locating  here  they  were  in  poor 
circumstances,  and  the  new  country  was  not  espe- 
cially attractive.  A  dug-out,  which  they  were  first 
enabled  to  build,  caved  in  the  next  spring,  but 
their  new  home,  a  sod  house,  served  as  a  dwelling 
until  they  were  able  to  erect  a  frame.  They  are 
comfortably  fixed,  and,  surrounded  by  an  abund- 
ance of  fruit— apples,  pears,  cherries,  apricots, 
etc. — and  plenty  of  wood  for  fuel,  grown  them- 
selves on  this  once  prairie  farm,  are  satisfied  with 
their  delightful  and  cheery  home.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Killough  are  the  parents  of  eight  childi-en,  seven  of 
whom  are  still  living,  viz. :  Thomas,  Joseph,  Mary 
(deceased),  Anna,  Felix,  Rose,  James  and  Samuel. 
They  both  belong  to  the  Church  of  Christ  and 
are  highly  esteemed  by  their  neighbors  and  friends. 
Mr.  Killough  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and 


has  served  on  the  school  board.     He  belongs  to  the 
Alliance. 

George  W.  Knight,  postmaster  and  druggist, 
at  Inavale,  Neb. ,  was  born  May  5,  ]  834,  in  Canada. 
David  D.  Knight,  his  father,  was  born  in  Mary 
land,  where  he  spent  his  boyhood  days,  and  re 
ceived  a  limited  education.  While  very  young  he 
started  oiit  in  life  for  himself.  He  settled  in  Canada 
about  1880,  and  engaged  in  farming.  Here  he 
married  Miss  Lavina  Sage,  a  native  of  Canada, 
and  remained  here  for  fifteen  years.  He  then 
moved  to  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich. ,  where  he  has 
made  his  home  ever  since.  He  is  now  eighty- eight 
years  of  age,  and  his  excellent  wife  is  seventy- eight. 
They  have  lived  a  long  and  useful  life,  and  some 
years  since  celebrated  their  fiftieth  anniversary. 
The  fruits  of  their  married  life  are  seven  children, 
viz. :  George  W.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Mrs. 
Kate  S.  Loomis  (of  La  Porte  County,  Ind.),  Mrs. 
Sarah  Stage  (living  at  Paynesville,  Ohio),  Charles 
H.  (who  died  of  fever,  in  the  army,  at  Port  Hud- 
son, La.),  Annie  E.  (an  artist,  residing  in  Mich 
igan),  Hiram  C.  (a  farmer,  in  Cass  County,  Mich.), 
and  Mrs.  Minnie  Holmes  (of  Morris,  111.).  George 
W.  Knight  was  reared  in  Canada  and  Michigan, 
and  at  the  early  age  of  seventeen  engaged  as 
a  farm  hand  and  clerk.  He  finally  acquired  the 
trade  of  mechanical  engineer,  which  he  followed 
on  the  railroads  and  steamboats  until  1861,  when 
he  left  home  and  friends  and  enlisted  as  a  three 
months  man  in  the  First  Minnesota  Infantry.  At 
the  end  of  three  months  he  enlisted  (in  September, 
1861)  in  Company  E,  Third  Minnesota  Infantry, 
and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  first  as  pri- 
vate, and  later  in  different  capacities  up  to  captain. 
He  participated  in  all  the  movements  of  his  regi- 
ment. At  Murfreesboro  he  was  taken  prisoner; 
but  was  paroled  in  a  few  days  and  sent  to  St.  Louis, 
and  from  there  up  into  Minnesota,  where  he  par- 
ticipated in  the  Indian  war  of  that  State,  having 
charge  of  a  company,  and  took  part  in  the  capture 
of  the  Indians  at  Wood  Lake.  From  thence  he 
returned  to  the  South,  and  was  with  his  regiment 
at  Vicksburg,  Little  Rock,  battle  at  Fitzhugh's 
woods,  and  many  others  of  lesser  importance.  He 
was  discharged  at  Fort  Snelling,   Minn.,  in  Sep- 
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tember,  1865,  and  retnrned  to  Michigan,  where  he 
engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  for  six  years.  In  ]  859 
he  was  married  to  Miss  Emiline  B.  Ives,  a  resident 
of  Franklin  Coixnty,  N.  Y.,  by  whom  he  is  the 
father  of  four  children,  viz. :  Mrs.  Fanny  L.  Turk- 
ington  (of  Alma,  Neb.),  Uly  Gr.  (a  printer,  of  Eed 
Cloud,  Neb.),  Grace  L.  (who  died  at  the  ago  of 
seven  years)  and  Maud  M.  (living  at  home).  In  July, 
1871,  Mr.  Knight  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb., 
and  took  as  a  homestead  the  southeast  qiiarter  of 
Section  34,  Township  2,  Range  12,  now  adjoining 
the  village  of  Liavale.  This  place  he  has  improved, 
and  carries  on  farming  operations  aside  from  his 
other  interests.  In  politics  he  is  an  active  Re- 
publican, and  frequently  attends  as  delegate  both 
county,  district  and  State  conventions,  but  has  never 
aspired  to  office.  In  secret  societies  he  is  a  Mason, 
affiliating  with  Charity  Lodge  No.  53,  Red  Cloud, 
Neb.,  also  Garfield  Post  No.  80,  G.  A.  R.,  Red 
Cloud,  of  which  he  is  senior  vice-commander.  Both 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  of  Inavale,  and  both  take  an  active 
interest  in  all  religious  work.  Mrs.  Knight  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  "Women's  Relief  Corps,  also  a  charter 
member  of  the  Garfield  Relief  Corps,  in  which  she 
has  twice  served  as  president,  and  is  one  of  the 
officers  of  the  department  of  Nebraska  Women's 
Relief  Corps.  She  was  a  delegate  to  the  National 
Encampment  at  San  Francisco,  Cal.,  and  Mil- 
waukee, Wis.  She  is  also  an  active  worker  in  the 
Sunday-school.  Mr.  Knight  located  the  third  post- 
office  in  Webster  County,  and  has  been  postmaster 
at  Inavale  continuously  for  seventeen  years.  He 
has  been  in  the  drug  liusiness  for  about  three  years, 
and  is  a  registered  pharmacist  of  Nebraska. 

William  P.  Kuehn,  farmer  and  .stock-raiser. 
Line  Townshiji,  Neb.  In  recording  the  names  of 
prominent  men  of  Webster  County,  that  of  Will- 
iam P.  Kuehn,  an  energetic  young  farmer  of  Line 
Township,  should  be  given  prominent  mention.  He 
was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  July  28,  1862, 
a  son  of  Albert  and  Henrietta  (Stokes)  Kuehn,  na- 
tives of  Germany,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
in  1858,  landing  in  New  York,  and  going  directly 
to  New  Jersey.  Here  they  remained  but  a  short 
"time  and  then  went  to  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  where 


they  resided  for  a  period  of  twenty  years,  the 
father  being  successfully  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising.  They  reared  there  three  children: 
Carl,  Franklin  and  William  P.,  all  now  living  in 
this  county.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  received 
a  good  education  in  the  common- schools  of  his 
native  county.  In  1878  he  accompanied  bis  par- 
ents to  this  locality.  They  settled  on  740  acres  of 
choice  land,  and  have  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  ever  since  with  varied  success,  and 
are  now  among  the  solid  farmers  and  citizens  of  the 
community.  William  P.  Kuehn  was  married  April 
4,  188U,  to  Miss  Hannah  Alma  Spry,  daughter  of 
Herman  Spry,  a  native  of  Ohio.  She  was  born  in 
Richland  County,  Wis.,  August  22,  1862.  Both 
he  and  wife  are  chiu-ch  members,  he  worshiping 
at  the  Lutheran,  and  she  at  the  Baptist  Church,  at 
Red  Cloud.  Mr.  Kuehn  is  a  Democrat  in  his 
political  views.  He  has  held  office  for  the  past 
seven  years,  and  is  now  serving  as  assessor,  con- 
stable and  school  director.  He  favors  the  anti- 
monopolist  movement.  Although  young  in  years, 
Mr.  Kuehn  has  already  become  one  of  the  leading 
men  in  his  township.  He  is  enterprising  and  en- 
ergetic, and  is  always  ready  to  assist  in  any  move- 
ment tending  to  the  advancement  of  the  public 
welfare. 

Barney  Kuhn,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  lives  on  Section  22,  Town  4,  Range 
10,  Potsdam  Township.  Originally  from  Germany, 
he  was  born  in  Prussia  in  1830,  the  third  in  a  fam- 
ily of  'five  children  born  to  Joseph  and  Justena 
(Kluth)  Kuhn,  both  of  whom  were  Prussians  by 
birth.  Their  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Catherine,  Frank,  Barney  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  John  and  Ida.  The  father  died  in  his 
native  land,  but  the  mother  is  now  living  in  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.  Barney  Kuhn's  young  days 
were  spent  in  the  old  country,  where  he  received  a 
good  education,  and  in  1871  he  came  to  the  United 
States  and  worked  in  the  pineries  of  Wisconsin, 
subsequently  going  to  Chicago,  where  he  worked 
for  some  time,  then  to  Memphis,  Tenn. ,  and  later 
to  Arkansas.  After  a  time  he  returned  to  Wiscon- 
sin, and  in  1874  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb., 
and  took  Tip  320  acres  of  land,  which  he  immedi- 
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ately  set  about  improving,  aad  now  has  it  all  un- 
der cultivation,  and  ovk^ns  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
the  county.  He  was  united  in  marriage  in  1881  to 
Miss  Augusta  Jaeger,  by  whom  he  has  five  chil- 
dren: Emil,  Frank,  Anna,  Barney  and  Bertha. 
Mr.  Kvihu's  brother,  John,  also  emigrated  to  this 
country,  and  is  now  settled  in  Webster  County. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  cultivating  165  acres  of 
land,  has  HO  acres  in  use,  and  is  quite  extensively 
engaged  in  raising  grain  and  stock,  being  one  of  the 
largest  farmers  and  stockmen  in  this  part  of  the 
county.  He  makes  a  specialty  of  Durham  cattle 
and  Poland-China  hogs.  Mr.  Kuhn  came  to  this 
county  in  the  early  days  of  its  history,  his  nearest 
trading  point  being  Hastings,  and  has  seen  the  en- 
tire growth  and  development  of  this  section.  As  a 
result  of  his  honest  hard  work  and  good  manage- 
ment, Mr.  Kuhn  has  been  very  successful  since 
coming  here;  he  likes  the  country  and  expects 
to  make  it  his  home.  In  his  political  views, 
Mr.  Kuhn  affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
takes  a  deep  interest  in  local  politics,  serving  as 
township  supervisor  in  1886.  He  belongs  to  the 
Farmers'   Alliance. 

William  C.  Laird.  The  Laird  brothers  have  been 
so  closely  connected  with  the  growth  and  pros- 
perity of  Webster  County  that  it  would  be  almost 
impossible  to  write  a  history  of  this  locality  without 
mentioning  their  names.  The  first  of  the  family  to 
make  a  settlement  was  James,  who  came  here  in  No- 
vember, 1870,  and  entered  a  homestead  in  Section  2. 
He  was  followed,  May  1 ,  1871 ,  by  his  three  brothers : 
William,  Paschal  and  Robert.  William  entered  a 
homestead  of  160  acres  in  Oak  Creek — the  southeast 
quarter  of  Section  2,  Town  4,  Range  9;  Paschal 
settled  on  a  quarter  of  Section  14,  Town  4, 
Range  9,  and  Robert  homesteaded  the  land  on 
which  he  now  lives,  on  Section  2,  Town  4,  Range 
9.  The  parents  of  these  brothers  were  Samuel 
and  Elizabeth  (Clingan)  Laird,  and  both  were  born 
in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was  successfully  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  in  the  "Keystone 
State"  until  1849,  when  he  moved  to  Illinois, 
settling  in  Stephenson  County,  continuing  his  farm- 
ing operations  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
1808,  just  two  years  after  the  death  of  his  wife. 


They  were  both  members  of  the  Presbyterian 
Church.  To  their  marriage  were  born  six  children, 
namely:  Mary,  Thomas,  William,  Robert,  James 
and  Paschal.  William  Laird  was  born  in  Louis 
burg,  Pa.,  in  1845,  and,  although  a  native  of  the 
"Keystone  State,"  remembers  very  little  about 
the  land  of  his  birth,  as  his  parents  moved  fi-om 
that  State  to  Illinois  when  he  was  but  four  years 
of  age.  Here  he  spent  his  boyhood  and  early 
youth  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm.  At  the  age 
of  fifteen,  upon  choosing  an  occupation  in  life,  it 
was  but  natural  that  he  should  select  farming,  as 
he  was  born  and  raised  on  a  farm,  as  was  his 
father  before  him.  Accordingly  he  entered  upon 
his  chosen  occupation  in  Stephenson  County,  111., 
remaining  here  until  1871,  when,  thinking  that  the 
far  west  offered  greater  attractions  for  energetic 
and  industrious  young  men,  he  decided  to  try  his 
fortunes  on  the  prairies  of  Nebraska.  In  1871  he 
came  to  this  county,  selected  his  land,  and  in  the 
fall  of  the  same  year  he.  returned  to  Stephenson 
County,  111.,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Margaret 
Murdaugh,  daughter  of  James  Murdaugh,  a  native 
of  Illinois,  born  in  Stephenson  County  in  1845.  Im 
mediately  after  his  marriage  he  brought  his  young 
bride  to  the  pioneer  home,  when  they  began  to 
make  a  home  for  themselves,  and,  although  they 
have  met  with  the  usual  drawbacks  incident  to  the 
settlement  of  a  new  country — hard  storms,  etc. — 
they  have  overcome  all  these  disadvantages,  and 
are  now  reaping  their  reward,  having  a  fine  farm 
as  the  result  of  their  labor,  and  being  classed 
among  the  substantial  farmers  of  Webster  County. 
Mr.  Laird  is  extensively  engaged  in  raising  cattle, 
horses  and  hogs.  To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Laird  have  been  born  six  children,  all  living  and 
at  home  with  their  parents,  viz. :  Bessie  (born  in 
1874),  Laura  (born  in  1876),  Lule  (born  in  1878), 
Loitis  (born  in  1880),  Claud  (born  in  1883)  and 
Ray  (born  in  1885).  Mr.  Laird  has  always  been 
a  stanch  Republican,  and  has  taken  an  active  part 
in  the  political  afPairs  of  the  communities  in  which 
he  resided.  In  1862  he  served  as  judge  of  election, 
has  served  as  school  director  and  supervisor,  and 
ever  since  the  organization  of  the  district  has  held 
the  office  of  collector.      Mr.  Laird  is  a  Good  Tem- 
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plar,  and  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Both 
he  and  wife  are  worthy  members  of  the  Presby- 
terian Church. 

Robert  C.  Laird,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Oak 
Creek  Township,  Webster  County,  Neb.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  is  one  of  the  well-known  early 
settlers  of  Webster  County.  He  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1847  [for  parentage  see  sketch  of 
William  Laird,  immediately  preceding],  but  when 
he  was  two  years  old  he  was  brought  by  his  par- 
ents to  Stephenson  County,  111. ,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-four  years 
accompanied  his  brother  William  to  Nebraska,  and 
took  up  the  land  on  which  he  now  lives,  which  was 
then  wild,  unbroken  prairie.  In  1882  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  EUen,  daughter  of 
William  Leach,  of  the  same  county  and  township,  by 
whom  he  has  one  child,  Bruce,  born  July  21,  1889. 
In  his  political  views  Mr.  Laird  afBliates  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in 
local  politics.  He  is  as  well  acquainted  with  Clay 
and  Adams  Counties  as  he  is  with  Webster  County, 
and  has  seen  the  entire  growth  and  improvement 
of  this  part  of  the  State  from  the  start.  When  he 
first  came  to  Nebraska  there  was  an  abundance  of 
wild  game  of  all  kinds  roaming  the  prairies,  and 
the  nearest  trading  point  was  Beatrice,  but  like 
many  other  jjioneers  he  has  surmounted  the  obsta- 
cles peculiar  to  all  new  countries,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  valuable  farming  land,  with 
good  improvements,  a  line  grove,  etc.,  and  is  a 
thriving,  well-to-do  citizen.  He  is  engaged  to  a 
large  extent  in  raising  cattle,  horses  and  hogs. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

James  R.  Laird  is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  in 
Stephenson  County  in  1850,  the  fifth  child  born  to 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Clingan)  Laird  [for  parent- 
age see  sketch  of  William  Laird].  He  was  reared 
to  farm  labor,  receiving  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  his  native  county,  and  at  the 
age  of  eighteen  engaged  in  teaching  school.  In 
November,  1870,  he  acted  on  Horace  Greeley's 
advice,  and  came  to  Nebraska,  settling  on  the 
north  half  of  Section  2,  and  immediately  com- 
menced the  improvement  of  the  place.  Mr.  Laird 
was   married   in   1880  to  Miss  Mary  Murdaugh, 


daughter  of  James  Murdaugh,  born  in  Stephenson 
County,  III.,  in  1855,  and  five  children  have  blessed 
this  union,  namely:  Jessie  R.  (born  May  16,  1882), 
Olive  L.  (born  December  20,  1883),  Hugh  M.  (born 
December  29,  1885),  Thomas  C.  (born  in  October, 
1887)  and  Wallace  R.  (born  August  29,  1889). 
As  Mr.  Laird's  farm  is  located  in  the  corner  of 
Clay,  Webster,  Adams  and  Nuckolls  Counties,  he 
has  watched  the  development  of  the  four  named 
counties  from  the  start.  Like  the  other  early  set- 
tlers of  this  section,  be  experienced  many  hardships, 
but  in  the  main  has  always  been  verj'  successful. 
He  is  now  the  fortunate  owner  of  240  acres  of 
choice  land,  aU  well  improved  with  good  buildings, 
a  fine  orchard  and  a  nice  young  grove.  Mr.  Laird 
is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliaace,  and  is  now 
serving  as  secretary  of  that  order.  He  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  jiolitics,  votes  with  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  has  held  the  offices  of  town  clerk 
and  assessor,  and  has  served  on  the  school  board. 
He  is  one  of  the  prominent  and  substantial  farm- 
ers of  Webster  County. 

Paschal  L.  Laird  is  the  yoimgest  child  born  to 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Clingan)  Laird,  and  first 
saw  the  light  in  Stephenson  County,  111.,  on  April 
14,  1854  [for  parentage  see  William  Laird's 
sketch].  There  his  early  days  were  spent  in  assist- 
ing his  father  on  the  farm  and  attending  the  com- 
mon schools,  until  he  had  attained  his  seventeenth 
year,  when  he  determined  to  seek  his  fortunes  in 
the  west,  and  accordingly  in  May,  1871,  he  came 
to  Webster  County,  and  soon  after  his  arrival 
engaged  in  work  on  the  mill-dam  not  far  away.  In 
1873  he  took  up  160  acres  of  land  for  himself  on 
Section  14,  which  he  immediately  set  to  work  to 
improve.  When  Mr.  Laird  first  came  to  Webster 
County,  game  of  all  kinds  was  abundant,  and  he 
spent  considerable  time  hunting  buffalo  on  the 
plains.  He  has  his  place  well  improved  with  a 
good  orchard  and  a  fine  young  grove,  with  a  neat 
and  comfortable  house,  good  barn,  sheds,  etc.  He 
devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising — 
horses,  cattj^and  hogs — making  a  specialty  of 
Holstein  cattle  and  Jersey  red  hogs.  He  likes  the 
country,  and  expects  to  make  it  his  permanent 
home.       In  1882  Miss  Lizzie  Leetch,  daughter  of 
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William  Leetch,  of  Webster  County 
wife.  There  have  beeu  four  children  born  to  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Laird,  one  of  whom  died  in  infancy. 
Those  now  living  are  Ealph  H.  (born  October  30, 
1882),  Everett  (born  October  4,  1884)  and  Clarence 
D.  (born  in  June,  1887).  In  his  political  views 
Mr.  Laird  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  public  welfare. 
He  has  served  on  the  school  board  in  District  No. 
"),  and  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 

Thomas  H.  Leigh.  A  brief  outline  of  Mr. 
Leigh's  life  will  not  be  out  of  place  among  the 
biographies  of  representative  men  of  Webster 
Connty.  He  was  born  April  24, 1834,  in  Plymouth, 
Devonshire,  England,  a  son  of  Richard  and  Eliza- 
beth (Shammel)  Leigh,  also  natives  of  England, 
and  in  1847  accompanied  his  parents  to  the  United 
States,  landing  at  New  York,  and  coming  direct  to 
Ontonagon  County,  Mich.  Here  they  resided  un 
til  1866,  and  here  our  subject  grew  to  manhood 
receiving  only  a  limited  education.  He  was  en 
gaged  in  various  occupations  and  had  many  thrill 
ing  experiences  and  dangerous  adventures 
He  was  first  engaged  in  the  saw-mill  business, 
later  in  clearing  and  farming,  and  still  later  entered 
the  employ  of  "  Uncle  Sam  "  as  mail-carrier,  being 
the  first  in  that  part  of  the  State.  In  January, 
1866,  he  moved  to  Kankakee  County,  HI.,  where 
he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  remain- 
ing here  until  1879,  when  he  determined  to  go 
west,  and  accordingly  sold  out  his  interests,  and 
moved  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  this  county.  Here 
he  is  now  the  owner  of  a  well- improved  farm  of 
240  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  are  a  good  two- 
story  residence,  barns,  sheds,  etc.  November  24, 
1852,  Miss  Charlotte  Keagle,  daughter  of  Richard 
and  Ann  (Rogers)  Keagle,  natives  also  of  Eng- 
land, became  his  wife.  She  was  born  Septem- 
ber 20,  1833,  and  by  her  marriage  with  Mr.  Leigh 
became  the  mother  of  one  child — Elizabeth,  now 
the  wife  of  Joseph  Bradbury,  by  whom  she  is  the 
mother  of  four  children,  three  of  whom  are  still 
living,  viz. :  Bessie,  William  and  Emma  L.  Mr. 
Leigh  was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  is  now  an 
Anti -Monopolist,  and  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance. 


Milton  Lester,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  of  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.,  owes  his  nativity  to  Connecticut, 
where  he  was  born  in  Suifield,  Hartford  County, 
October  22,  1840.  His  father,  Milton  Lester,  Sr., 
was  born  in  Suffield,  Conn. ,  June  4,  1 793.  His 
father  was  a  sea  captain,  and  died  in  1804.  Mil- 
ton Lester,  Sr.,  was  then  but  eleven  years  of  age, 
and  thus  early  in  life  was  cast  upon  his  own  re- 
sources, hence  his  education  was  extremely  limited. 
He  learned  the  chair  and  saddle-tree- making  trade, 
which  occupation  he  followed  very  successfully 
during  his  life.  During  the  Mexican  War  he  had 
many  contracts  for  saddles.  He  acquired  a  large 
property,  and  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years  retired 
from  active  business  life.  When  he  was  twenty - 
seven  years  of  age  he  married  Miss  Chloe  King, 
who  bore  him  one  son  (the  subject  of  this  sketch), 
and  died  May  11,  1847.  Mr.  Lester  remained 
single  for  four  years,  and  was  then  married  to 
Ruth  Day.  He  was  an  active  member  of  the  Bap- 
tist Church,  and  died  in  1887,  at  the  ripe  age  of 
ninety-four.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  youthful  days  in  Suffield,  and  received  a 
good  education  at  the  Connecticut  Literary  Insti- 
tute. In  1862  he  enlisted  for  nine  months  in 
Company  G,  Twenty-second  Connecticut  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Captain  George  W.  Johnson  commander, 
but  at  the  end  of  seven  months,  on  account  of  sick- 
ness (sciatic  rheumatism),  he  was  discharged. 
During  his  service  he  was  stationed  at  Washing 
ton.  In  1871  he  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb., 
and  pre-empted  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives, 
which  is  the  first  deeded  farm  in  Webster  County. 
Since  then  Mr.  Lester  has  spent  a  good  deal  of  his 
time  in  Connecticut,  caring  for  his  aged  father. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  the 
first  meeting  of  that  order  in  Webster  County  was 
held  at  his  house.  He  is  a  Knight  Templar,  affil- 
iating with  Cyrene  Commandery,  Red  Cloud,  Neb. , 
and  also  belongs  to  Garfield  Post  No.  SO,  G.  A.  R. , 
Red  Cloud.  He  was  married  in  1873  to  Miss  Ella 
Walker,  daughter  of  Alex,  and  Electa  (Matthews) 
Walker,  by  whom  he  has  one  child — Leon  E. 
Mrs.  Lester  is  junior  vice-president  of  the  Women's 
Relief  Corps,  Garfield  Post  14.  Mr.  Lester  is 
endowed  with  native  Yankee  genius,  and  has  pat- 


IV 


634 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


pnted  several  household  iuveutions  and  other  useful 
articles. 

Richard  Nelson  Lewis,  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  Glenwood  Township,  Webster  County,  Neb. , 
owes  his  nativity  to  Virginia,  where  his  birth 
occurred  in  1840,  and  is  the  second  in  a  family  of 
eleven  children  born  to  the  union  of  George  and 
Margaret  (Toothman)  Lewis,  natives  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. The  elder  Lewis  was  a  successful  tiller  of 
the  soil,  and  followed  this  occupation  in  the  Old 
Dominion,  whither  he  had  moved  at  an  early  date, 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1878.  The 
mother  had  received  her  final  summons  in  1861. 
It  fell  to  the  lot  of  R.  N.  Lewis  to  grow  up  with  a 
farm  experience,  and  from  the  first  he  has  closely 
and  energetically  applied  himself  to  the  obtaining 
of  a  thorough  knowledge  of  agricultural  matters, 
which,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say.  he  has  success- 
fully acquired,  as  the  surroundings  of  his  place 
plainly  indicate.  He  received  his  education  in  the 
schools  of  Virginia,  and  in  1862  he  enlisted  in 
Company  G,  Ninth  Connecticut  Infantry,  at  New 
Orleans,  La.,  for  three  years.  He  was  in  the 
Department  of  the  Gulf  under  Gen.  B.  F.  Butler, 
and  was  mainly  on  garrison  duty.  He  was  in  the 
battle  of  Baton  Rouge  and  numerous  skirmishes. 
He  was  veteranized  in  May,  1864,  and  went  to  Con- 
necticut, where  in  the  same  year  he  was  assigned 
to  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  He  was  in  the  battle 
of  Winchester,  Cedar  Creek,  Fisher's  Hill,  etc. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  in  August,  1865,  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  returned  to  Virginia, 
where  he  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil.  He  was 
married  in  West  Virginia  in  1866  to  Miss  Saman- 
tha  J.  Wells,  a  native  of  Virginia,  and  the  daughter 
of  Ralph  and  Nancy  (Ankram)  Wells,  natives  also 
of  the  Old  Dominion.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  died  about  1858.  The  mother 
is  still  living.  Mr.  Lewis  emigrated  to  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  in  1873,  and  commenced  improving 
his  farm.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  400  acres,  all  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation,  and  raises  a  high  grade 
of  Durham  cattle.  He  takes  considerable  interest 
in  politics,  has  been  a  Republican,  but  his  views 
are  with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  in  Glenwood  Township, 


and  he  is  an  honored  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  His  marriage  was  blessed  by 
the  birth  of  ten  children:  Ida  M.  (now  Mrs.  Wil- 
son L.  Haynes),  Okey  J.,  Marshall  R.,  Nancy  E., 
Leota  v.,  Mary  J.,  Mont.  C,  Richard  M.,  John 
W.  and  Chester  A.  Mr.  Lewis  was  one  of  the 
first  settlers  on  the  upland  of  Glenwood  Township, 
Juniata  being  their  market  at  that  time.  He  has 
witnessed  the  complete  growth  of  the  country,  and 
was  through  the  grasshopper  raids  of  1874  and 
1875. 

William  Lewis  was  born  in  Staffordshire,  Eng- 
land, in  January,  1844,  the  fourth  child  born  to 
Samuel  and  Sarah  (Chopin)  Lewis,  both  natives  of 
England.  When  he  was  six  years  of  age  his  par- 
ents decided  to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  new 
world,  and,  accordingly,  immigrated  to  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Du  Page  County,  111. ,  where  our 
subject  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  In  September,  1862, 
when  eighteen  years  of  age,  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany F,  One  Hundi-ed  and  Fifth  Illinois  Volunteer 
Infantry,  Capt.  S.  T.  Daniels,  commander,  for  three 
years,  and  served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  re- 
ceiving his  discharge  at  Chicago.  He  was  in  the 
following  engagements :  Resaca,  Dallas.  New  Hope 
Church,  Kenesaw  Moimtain,  Peach  Tree  Creek 
and  all  through  the  Atlanta  campaign.  During 
all  this  time  he  received  but  one  slight  flesh  wound, 
and  was  not  taken  prisoner  once.  He  returned 
from  the  war  and  resumed  farming  operations  in 
Du  Page  County,  111.,  until  the  spring  of  1879,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  Webster  County.  Here  he 
purchased  a  farm  of  240  acres  of  land,  then  all  raw 
prairie,  which  he  has  since  converted  into  a  good 
farm,  with  good  substantial  buildings,  and  well 
stocked  with  horses,  hogs  and  cattle.  He  is  an 
active  Republican,  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  is  a  member  of  Burnside  Post  No. 
79,  G.  A.  R.,  of  Bladen,  Neb.,  of  which  he  is  com- 
mander. In  October,  1867,  he  was  united  in  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Ellen,  daughter  of  John  and  Eliza- 
beth (Banfill)  Smith,  pioneer  settlers  of  Du  Page 
County.  By  this  imion  he  has  two  childi-en :  Sarah 
E.  and  John.  Mrs.  Lewis  is  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian   Church.      Mr.  Lewis  has  been  very 
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successful  ia  Nebraska,  and  is  well  pleased  with 
the  State  as  a  farming  country,  and  expects  to 
make  it  his  permanent  home.  He  contributes,  so 
far  as  he  is  able,  to  the  support  of  schools,  churches 
and  all  enterprises  of  public  benefit. 

S.  Lindquist,  a  well-known  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  of  Webster  County,  came  to  this  county 
from  Grundy  Coimty,  Iowa,  in  1875,  and  took  up 
160  acres  of  good  land,  on  which  he  is  now  resid 
ing.  Originally  from  Denmark,  he  was  born  in 
1839,  being  the  oldest  in  a  family  of  live  children 
born  to  the  union  of  B.  S.  and  Caroline  (Anderson) 
Lindquist,  the  former  a  native  of  Sweden  and  the 
latter  of  Denmark,  the  father  being  a  blacksmith 
by  trade.  Their  marriage  was  consummated  in 
Denmark,  in  which  country  they  made  their  home, 
reared  their  children  and  died,  he  in  1874,  and  his 
wife  in  1855.  Our  snibject  received  his  education 
in  the  laud  of  his  birth.  He  was  married  in  Den- 
mark April  12,  1865,  to  Miss  Maren  Anderson,  also 
a  native  of  Denmark,  and  in  1867  the  young  couple 
came  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  Cedar  Falls, 
Iowa,  where  Mr.  Lindquist  worked  at  his  ^trade, 
that  of  a  carpenter,  which  he  had  learned  in  the 
old  country.  He  also  took  up  eighty  acres  of  land 
in  Iowa,  which  he  improved,  but  in  1875  sold 
these  interests  and  came  to  Nebraska,  homestead- 
ing  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  has  since  con- 
verted into  a  fine  farm.  He  has  a  tine  herd  of 
thoroughbred  Short-horn  cattle,  in  which  ho  takes 
great  pride.  His  farm  is  equal  to  any  in  the 
township,  and  is  improved  with  good  house,  barns, 
out-buildings,  etc.,  and  a  good  orchard.  Mr.  Lind- 
quist does  not  sell  any  grain  whatever,  but  feeds  it 
all  and  sells  a  number  of  fat  cattle  each  year,  thereby 
getting  better  returns  for  his  farm  produce.  He  is 
not  active  in  politics,  but  casts  his  vote  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  and  is  now  serving  his  third  term 
as  treasurer  of  Batin  Township.  He  assisted  in 
organizing  the  school  district,  and  has  served  on  the 
school  board.  He  and  wife  are  prominent  members 
of  the  Lutheran  Church,  and  are  greatly  esteemed 
by  all  in  the  community.  They  have  two  adopted 
children;  William  Riner  and  Emma.  Mr.  Lind- 
quist came  to  Webster  County  in  the  early  days  of 
its  history,  when  Hastings,  forty  miles  distant,  was 


the  nearest  market,  and  experienced  the  hardships 
and  vicissitudes  usual  to  pioneer  life.  He  passed 
through  the  grasshopper  scourges  and  other  severe 
trials,  which  were  enough  to  discourage  the 
bravest  heart,  but  Mr.  Lindquist  and  his  estima 
ble  wife  bore  up  under  all  difficidties  with  the 
greatest  fortitude  and  determination,  and  as  a  re 
ward  for  all  they  have  endured,  have  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  this  section,  and  are  numbered 
among  the  representative  farmers  of  Webster 
County. 

Alfred  McCall,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resid 
ing  on  Section  13,  Town  1,  Range  12,  Walnut 
Creek  Township.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  a 
native  of  the  "Keystone  State,"  born  in  Clarion 
County,  in  August,  1848,  the  eighth  child  born  to 
the  union  of  Thomas  and  Lavina  (Gibbs)  McCall, 
the  former  born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  in 
Vermont.  They  were  the  parents  of  ten  children, 
of  whom  Oliver  resides  in  Line  Township;  Annie 
is  deceased;  Joshua  lives  in  Clarion  County,  Pa.; 
Elizabeth  is  now  Mrs.  Boice  and  resides  in  Iowa; 
R.  C.  is  deceased;  Sylvester  lives  in  Line  Town 
ship;  Lucinda  is  deceased;  Alfred  is  the  subject  of 
this  sketch;  Melinda  married  a  Mr.  Signs  and  is 
living  at  Tacoma,  Wash.,  and  Mary  married  a  Mr. 
Snyder  and  has  since  died.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  spent  his  entire  life  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, dying  in  1857.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  in  his  political  views 
sided  with  the  Democratic  party.  The  mother  is 
still  living  in  Pennsylvania  and  is  a  member  of  thi^ 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  received  a  common-school  education  in  his 
native  State,  and  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farm 
hand  when  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  continuing 
in  this  occujaation  for  about  three  years.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  went  into  the  oil  regions,  re- 
maining there  about  two  years,  and  then  came  west 
to  Iowa,  but  after  one  or  two  seasons  spent  here 
he  returned  to  Pennsylvania.  In  the  spring  of 
1877  he  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  the 
farm  on  which  he  is  now  living.  To  his  original 
purchase  he  has  since  added  160  acres  of  good 
land,  making  him  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of  400 
acres,  improved  and  well  stocked.     He  has  taken 
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an  active  interest  in  politics  in  this  county,  voting 
with  the  Democratic  party  on  all  occasions,  and  is 
at  present  serving  as  township  supervisor.  He  has 
been  very  successful  since  coming  to  this  State,  but 
his  property  has  all  been  acquired  by  his  own  ex- 
ertions and  good  management.  He  was  married 
in  November,  1S70,  to  Miss  Armina  Duulap, 
daughter  of  John  and  Penina  (Zilafro)  Duulap,  all 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  They  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  viz. :  Mattie  L. ,  Mildred,  Joshua  L., 
Floyd  0. ,  Cecil,  Lula,  Malvern,  Lee  (deceased) 
and  Zenas.  Mrs.  McCall  is  a  member  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  and  worships  at  the  In- 
avale  Church. 

Dr.  G.  E.  McKeeby  was  born  in  Summit 
County,  Ohio,  November  4,  1844,  and  removed 
with  his  parents  to  Oregon,  Wis.,  in  1846.  He 
was  educated  at  the  Wisconsin  State  University, 
and  while  a  student  of  that  institution,  enlisted  as 
a  private  soldier  in  the  First  Wisconsin  Heavy  Ar- 
tillery, and  was  honorably  discharged  in  July, 
1865,  at  the  close  of  the  war,  after  one  year's 
service.  He  returned  to  his  studios,  and  in  1868 
was  graduated  at  the  Bellevue  Hospital  Medical 
College,  and  in  the  autumn  of  the  same  year  lo- 
cated at  Lodi,  Wis. ,  where  he  was  engaged  in  the 
practice  of  medicine  for  fourteen  years.  During 
this  time  he  served  two  years  as  State  Senator  from 
the  Twenty-seventh  District  of  Wisconsin.  In 
1882  he  removed  to  Red  Cloud,  where  he  has 
since  resided. 

Judge  William  A.  McKeighan  is  a  successful 
farmer  of  Webster  County,  Neb. ,  but  was  born  in 
Cumberland  County,  N.  J.,  in  1842,  to  Alexander 
and  Elizabeth  (Torence)  McKeighan,  natives  of 
the  ' '  Emerald  Isle, ' '  both  of  whom  emigrated  to 
the  United  States  in  early  life.  In  1848  they 
moved  to  Fulton  County,  111.,  and  in  this  county 
and  State  the  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
received  the  greater  part  of  his  rearing.  In  his 
youth  he  was  so  fortunate  as  to  receive  the  advan- 
tages of  the  common  schools  near  his  father's 
home,  and  as  they  were  well  conducted  and  he  in- 
telligent he  acquired  a  fair  knowledge  of  the 
world  of  books.  While  the  late  insurrection  was 
in  progress,  he  joined  the  Eleventh  Regiment  of 


Illinois  Cavalry,  under  Col.  Robert  Ingersoll,  and 
served  under  his  able  command  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  having  taken  part  in  all  the  princii^al  en- 
gagements in  which  the  Western  Army  partici- 
pated. After  the  close  of  the  war,  in  the  year 
1866,  his  marriage  occurred,  his  wife  being  a  Miss 
Lois  E.  Brown,  of  Fulton  County,  111. ,  and  a  de- 
scendant of  the  noted  Isaac  Huffman,  a  well- 
known  pillar  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
Their  family  now  consists  of  three  children: 
Charles  F.,  Edith  L.  (who  is  a  successful  educator 
of  the  county,  and  was  educated  in  the  Red  Cloud 
schools)  and  Jessie  M.  After  his  marriage  Mr. 
McKeighan  removed  to  Livingston  County,  111., 
and  embarked  in  farming  and  stock-raising,  an 
occupation  which  received  his  attention  for  some 
twelve  years.  While  in  this  county  he  began  his 
public  career,  being  an  advocate  of  revenue  re- 
form, and  was  one  of  the  leading  lights  in  the 
Illinois  State  Farmers'  Association,  being  vice- 
president  of  the  then  Eighth  Congressional  Dis- 
trict of  Illinois.  He  took  an  active  part  in  the 
election  of  Judge  Craig  to  the  supreme  bench,  and 
was  also  deeply  interested  in  the  election  of  Judge 
Nathaniel  Pillsbury  to  the  judgeship  of  that  judi- 
cial district,  and  to  the  election  of  Judge  Frank 
Blades.  He  next  took  part  in  the  canvass  in 
which  Judge  Davis  defeated  Gen.  Logan  in  his 
candidacy  for  the  United  States  Senate,  and  dur- 
ing all  this  time  his  attention  was  successfully 
given  to  his  farm.  In  the  spring  of  1880  he  de- 
termined to  seek  a  home  on  the  fertile  prairies  of 
Nebraska,  and  up  to  the  present  date  has  been  en- 
gaged in  tilling  the  soil  near  Red  Cloud.  In  the 
fall  of  the  year  of  his  arrival  here,  he  was  unable 
to  do  effective  work  in  the  political  field,  but 
made  one  telling  speech  at  Blue  Hill  and  one  at 
Red  Cloud,  his  speech  being  the  first  ever  made 
at  the  last-named  place.  In  the  autumn  of 
1885  he  was  selected  as  a  suitable  person  to  occupy 
the  position  of  judge  of  the  county  court,  and 
filled  this  office  in  a  highly  creditable  manner 
for  a  term  of  two  years.  During  the  fall  of  1886 
he  made  a  two-weeks'  campaign,  and  although  he 
was  defeated,  he  polled  the  largest  vote  of  any 
man   put   up   by  the   Democratic   party,  running 
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ahead  of  his  ticket  in  every  county.  He  has 
at  all  times  opposed  the  extortions  of  railroad 
corporations  and  the  national  banking  system, 
as  well  as  the  present  protective  tariff  system, 
by  his  voice  and  vote,  and  has  gained  a  wide- 
spread reputation  throughout  his  section  of  the 
country  as  an  effective  speaker  and  a  powerful  ad- 
vocate of  the  different  causes  which  he  espouses. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  Garfield  Post 
No.  84,  and  also  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the 
K.  of  L.,  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  de- 
livered the  Odd  Fellows'  oration  at  Red  Cloud  in 
1881,  and  the  memorial  address  at  the  time  of  the 
death  of  Gen.  John  Logan. 

M.  B.  McNitt,  dealer  in  gents'  fui'nishing  goods, 
Red  Cloud,  Neb.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
born  in  Sandusky  County,  Ohio,  in  1842.  When 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age,  his  parents  decided 
to  try  their  fortunes  in  other  pastures,  and  accord- 
ingly moved  their  family  to  Michigan,  where  om- 
subject  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a  common- 
school  education.  He  worked  on  the  farm  until 
the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War,  when  the  dan- 
ger of  destruction  to  the  Union  roused  the  patriot- 
ism of  this  young  scion  of  liberty,  who  had  never 
known  a  harsher  sound  than  the  hunter's  horn,  and 
who  had  been  reai-ed  under  laws  that  left  personal 
liberty  as  free  as  the  winds  that  roamed  through 
his  native  forest.  With  high  honor  and  true  pa- 
triotism he  resolved  to  assist  in  supporting  the 
grand  old  flag  of  his  country  or  die  under  the 
waves  of  its  ample  folds.  In  August,  1862,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  G,  Nineteenth  Michigan  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  served  until  June  25,  1865.  The 
last  year  of  service  he  was  promoted  to  corj)oral. 
He  participated  in  the  following  battles :  At  Thomp- 
son's  Station,  Tenn.,  he  was  wounded  and  taken 
prisoner,  but  was  recaptured  by  his  own  men.  He 
was  not  in  active  service  again  until  1864,  when  he 
again  sought  the  battlefield,  and  this  time  was  on 
the  Atlanta  campaign.  He  was  again  wounded, 
this  time  at  Resaca,  and  was  so  badly  injured  as 
to  keep  him  out  of  active  service  until  after  Atlanta 
was  taken.  He  next  went  with  Sherman  on  his 
march  to  the  sea,  was  in  an  engagement  at  Averys- 
boro,   N.    C,   and    was    in    sight  of  Bentonville 


(the  last  engagement  fought  by  Sherman's  army) 
when  they  took  that  place.  He  was  in  the  grand 
parade  at  Washington,  and  was  mustered  out  at 
that  city,  receiving  his  discharge  at  Detroit,  Mich. 
The  grand  object  for  which  he  fought  having  been 
achieved,  he  gladly  returned  to  quiet  life.  He  re- 
turned to  his  native  county,  in  Ohio,  and  farmed 
there  until  1872,  when  he  came  west  and  located  in 
Webster  County.  He  was  a  pioneer  of  Red  Cloud, 
and  has  the  honor  of  having  built  the  first  two- 
story  frame  building,  and  having  brought  the  first 
stock  of  hardware  to  the  place.  He  remained  in 
the  hardware  business  until  1875,  when  he  sold 
out,  having  previously,  in  1874,  received  the  ap 
pointment  of  postmaster,  which  office  he  held  for 
twelve  consecutive  years,  until  1886.  In  the  fall 
of  1885  he  was  elected  county  treasurer,  and  served 
for  four  consecutive  years.  At  the  expiration  of 
his  term  of  service  as  county  treasurer,  he  bought 
an  interest  in  his  present  business,  which  has  since 
been  run  under  the  firm  name  of  McNitt  &  Gulusha. 
Mr.  McNitt  is  a  member  of  the  board  of  trade  and 
master  of  the  Masonic  lodge  at  this  place.  His 
father  was  born  in  New  York,  early  emigrated  to 
Ohio,  and  is  now  residing  in  Red  Cloud.  His 
mother  died  in  1871.  They  were  the  parents  of 
two  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  and  a 
daughter.  Mr.  McNitt  has  been  twice  married: 
First,  while  living  in  Ohio,  to  Miss  Albina  Wilcox, 
who  died  in  1871,  leaving  one  child,  Randolph. 
Mr.  McNitt  then  married  Miss  Antoinette  Munsell, 
and  four  children  have  blessed  this  latter  union, 
viz. :  Thaddeiis,  Percy,  Lafayette  and  Anna  Lori. 
Peter  Marsden,  an  extensive  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  Section  20,  Line  Township,  is 
a  native  of  England,  born  in  Derbyshire,  England, 
June  29,  1808,  the  third  of  a  family  of  fifteen  chil- 
dren, born  to  Matthew  and  Mary  (Marsden)  Mars- 
den, natives  of  the  same  country.  He  was  reared 
to  manhood  and  obtained  his  schooling  in  his  na- 
tive place,  receiving  an  academic  education.  He 
fitted  himself  for  the  occupation  of  surveyor,  and 
assisted  in  the  survey  of  the  Manchester  &  Liver- 
pool Railroad.  He  was  married  in  1827  to  Miss 
Sarah  Gregory,  a  daughter  of  Andrew  Gregory, 
natives  of  England,  and  in  1833,  accompanied  by 
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his  wife,  he  sailed  for  the  United  States,  laudiug 
in  New  York,  where  he  settled  his  family.  He 
then  went  to  Pottsville,  Pa. ,  engaged  in  coal  min- 
ing for  three  years,  then  moved  to  Galena,  111., 
where  he  leased  land  and  engaged  in  mining  and 
dairying.  These  interests  he  conducted  for  eleven 
years,  then  engaged  exclusively  in  mining,  which 
occupation  he  followed  until  1S05,  and  then  moved 
to  Iowa  and  embarked  in  farming,  at  the  same  time 
holding  his  interests  in  Illinois.  In  1872  he  sold 
his  interests,  and  moved  to  near  Lincoln,  Neb., 
where  he  purchased  a  section  of  land,  and  entered 
extensively  into  stock-raising,  breeding  only  fancy 
cattle  and  hogs.  In  1878  he  moved  to  this  county 
and  purchased  his  present  farm,  comprising  one 
section  of  land,  and  has  since  devoted  his  attention 
to  raising  thoroughbred  Short-horn  Durham  cattle. 
His  herd  contains  all  registered  cattle,  and  is 
headed  by  Leila  Prairie  Flower,  and  the  celebrated 
Louans  Pride,  and  Mr.  Marsden  is  recognized  as 
one  of  the  leading  stockmen  of  the  county.  His 
unioa  with  Sarah  Gregory  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
nine  children,  namely :  Sarah  (wife  of  George  Har- 
ris), Mary  Ann  (wife  of  John  Beresford),  Priscilla, 
A.  Victoria,  Melvina  (deceased),  Frank  and  George. 
Mrs.  Marsden  died  in  1864,  and  in  1872  Miss  Lo- 
rena  Olson  became  Mrs.  Marsden.  This  latter 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  a  son,  John. 
Mr.  Marsden  has  been  a  Republican  for  a  great 
many  years,  and  has  held  difPerent  township  offices 
of  trust  and  honor.  Both  he  and  wife  are  highly 
respected  members  of  the  commiinity  in  which 
they  reside. 

A.  S.  Marsh,  mayor  of  Red  Cloud,  was  born  in 
New  York,  in  1839,  a  son  of  Amos  and  Betsy 
(Judson)  Marsh,  the  former  born  in  Vermont  and 
the  latter  in  Connect  iciit.  Grandfather  Marsh 
was  a  Presbyterian  minister  all  his  life.  His  son 
Amos  was  educated  with  a  view  to  entering  the 
Presbyterian  ministry,  but  after  studying  for  seven 
years  he  was  obliged  to  give  it  up  on  account  of 
ill  health,  and  tiu-ned  his  attention  to  mercantile 
pursuits  in  Jamesville,  N.  Y.  He  was  a  .strong 
Abolitionist.  The  Marsh  family  were  of  English 
descent.  Both  he  and  wife  were  church  mem- 
bers, he  worshiping  with  the  Presbyterians,    and 


his  wife  with  the  Methodists,  and  both  died 
in  New  York,  the  former  at  the  age  of  sixty-live, 
and  the  latter  at  the  age  of  fifty-six  years.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  an  academic  educa- 
tion in  Vernon,  Oneida  County,  N.  Y.  When  he 
was  sixteen  years  of  age  he  entered  a  mercantile 
establishment  as  clerk,  subsequently  engaging  in 
business  on  his  own  account,  and  continued  in  the 
mercantile  business  in  New  York  until  1864,  at 
which  time  he  went  to  Chicago  and  remained  there 
imtil  1867,  then  returned  to  New  York  on  a  visit, 
and  in  July,  1868,  came  to  Beatrice,  Neb.  Here 
he  opened  a  mercantile  establishment,  and  con- 
tinued in  business  at  Beatrice  until  1880,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Red  Cloud  and  opened  up  a  general 
merchandise  business,  which  he  followed  until 
1886,  when  at  the  beginning  of  Cleveland's  ad- 
ministration he  received  the  appointment  as  post- 
master, and  held  that  office  until  February  18, 
1890.  April  1,  1890,  he  was  elected  mayor  of 
Red  Cloud  on  the  peoples'  ticket,  and  is  now 
satisfactorily  discharging  the  duties  of  that  office. 
He  was  united  in  marriage  in  Beatrice,  Neb.,  in 
1870,  to  Miss  Marietta  Follett,  born  in  Ohio,  and 
four  children  have  been  given  them.  Mr.  Marsh 
has  been  a  member  of  the  city  school  board  for 
four  years,  and  is  still  serving  in  that  capacity. 
He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason,  a  member  of  the  A.  O. 
U.  W. ,  and  of  the  board  of  trade. 

Ira  O.  Martin  is  well  known  throiighout  Web- 
ster Coimty,  not  only  on  account  of  being  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers,  but  because  of  the  prominent 
part  he  takes  in  furthering  all  worthy  enterprises, 
and  for  his  charity  and  kindness  of  heart.  He  was 
born  in  the  village  of  Elizabethtown,  Jo  Daviess 
County,  111.,  September  16,  1848,  being  a  son  of 
Joseph  H.  and  Mary  J.  (Seward)  Martin,  who  were 
native  Virginians,  married  in  1846,  and  are  still 
living.  Ira  O.  Martin  left  his  native  village  with 
his  parents  when  a  small  boy,  and  went  to  Lacon, 
111. ,  and  later,  or  in  1860,  they  located  in  Canton, 
111.  In  1862  he  entered  the  Union  army  as  a 
drummer  boy  in  Company  D,  One  Hundred  and 
Third  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  after  serv- 
ing with  it  for  about  nine  months,  he  received  an 
honorable  discharge.     He  went  soon  after  to  Leav- 
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enworth,  Kas. ,  where,  for  two  years,  he  held  the 
position  of  headquarter' s  clerk,  being  employed  the 
three  subsequent  years  as  Government  clerk  at 
Sioux  Falls,  Dak.  In  1869  he  returned  to  Canton, 
111.,  and  shortly  afterward  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  &  Quincy  Railroad  as 
operator,  at  Kewanee,  111.  At  the  expiration  of 
nine  months  he  accepted  the  position  of  operator 
and  station  agent  at  Colmar,  111.,  of  which  place 
he  remained  an  inhabitant  two  years.  He  was 
married  at  Colmar  in  October,  1872,  to  Miss  Mattie 
A.  Price,  a  native  of  Cambridge,  Mo. ,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  WycklifF  and  Mary  (Powell)  Price.  From 
Colmar,  Mr.  Martin  went  to  Godfrey,  111.,  as  op- 
erator and  station  agent  for  the  Chicago  &  Alton 
Railway,  and  three  years  later  was  transferred  to 
Virden,  111.,  and  there  he  continued  in  a  like 
capacity  for  the  same  length  of  time,  and  for  the 
same  road.  He  came  to  Nebraska  September  24, 
of  that  year,  and  became  an  employe  of  the  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River  Railway  at  Hastings,  but 
on  the  20th  day  of  the  following  month  he  opened 
a  telegraph  office  for  the  above-named  road  at  Blue 
Hill,  and  thus  became  the  first  operator  on  the 
Denver  extension  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Road.  He  remained  here  until  September 
5,  1879,  performing  the  duties  of  operator  and 
station  agent,  also  agent  for  the  Lincoln  Town  Site 
Company,  for  S.  B.  Rohrer,  of  Hagerstown,  Md., 
and  was  postmaster  of  the  town.  At  the  above- 
named  date  he  was  ti-ansf  eiTed  to  Red  Cloud,  Neb. , 
where,  for  about  three  and  one  half  years,  he  acted 
as  agent,  then  spent  the  following  year  as  agent 
of  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railway,  at  Muscotah,  Kas. 
In  November,  1883,  he  returned  to  Blue  Hill,  Neb., 
and  embarked  in  the  real  estate  business  as  an  as 
sociate  of  R.  A.  Simpson  and  F.  A.  Sweezy,  thus 
continuing  until  August  23,  1885.  During  the 
year  of  1884  the  firm  of  which  he  was  a  member 
sold  over  20,000  acres  of  land,  and  on  August  23, 
1885,  Mr.  Martin  was  enabled  to  purchase  an  in- 
terest in  the  Blue  Hill  Bank,  and  from  that  time 
until  March  1,  1889,  that  institution  was  entirely 
owned  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Martin  and  R.  A. 
Simpson.  Mr.  Martin  then  sold  out  to  his  part- 
ner and  purchased   from  him  his  interest  in  the 


Farmers'  &  Merchants'  Bank,  at  Campbell,  Neb., 
which  he  still  owns,  and  of  which  he  has  since  been 
president.  He  has,  also,  during  the  past  year, 
been  associated  with  Mr.  P.  A.  Wells  in  the  law, 
insurance  and  real  estate  business,  and  every  en- 
terprise with  which  he  is  engaged  is  prospering. 
He  has  attained  the  rank  of  Knight  Templar  in  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
I.  O.  O.  P.  He  is  a  Republican,  politically,  and  at 
present  holds  the  oflice  of  justice  of  the  peace, 
having  been  elected  in  November,  1889,  overcom- 
ing a  strong  Democratic  majority.  His  union  with 
Miss  Price  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  the  follow- 
ing children:  Eugene  W.,  Bernard,  Mara,  Fran- 
ces A.  and  Imogene  (who  are  living),  and  Olive, 
Ira  O.  and  two  sons  imnamed  (who  are  deceased). 
August  Martin  is  successfully  conducting  a 
meat  market  at  Blue  Hill,  Neb.  He  was  born  in 
Germany  January  4,  1849,  and  in  compliance  with 
the  law  of  that  country,  he  attended  school  until 
he  was  fourteen  years  of  age.  He  then  learned 
the  butcher's  trade  of  his  father,  John  Martin,  and 
in  1867  came  to  the  United  States,  and  worked  at 
his  trade  for  three  years  in  Freeport,  111.  The 
year  of  1870  found  him  in  Atchison,  Kas.,  work- 
ing at  his  trade  for  one  year.  Two  months  were 
then  spent  in  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  where  he  opened 
an  establishment,  but  not  being  successful,  in  the 
spring  of  1872  he  went  to  Topeka,  where  he  made 
his  home  until  the  spring  of  1874.  Since  that 
time  he  has  resided  in  Nebraska,  and  after  spend- 
ing a  few  months  in  Kearney,  he  went  to  Lowell, 
where  he  again  opened  an  establishment  of  his 
own.  He  was  married  there  on  May  22,  1874,  to 
Miss  Amelia  Nitze,  a  native  of  the  Fatherland, 
who  came  to  America  in  1873.  Soon  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Martin  removed  from  Lowell  to 
Bloomington,  Neb.,  and  after  conducting  a  meat 
market  in  that  place  for  four  years,  he  was  engaged 
in  the  hotel  business  for  the  three  following  years. 
From  1880  until  1884  he  resided  in  Hastings,  but 
in  August  of  the  last-named  year  moved  to  Blue 
Hill,  where  he  has  ever  since  conducted  a  first-class 
meat  market,  being  the  leading  butcher  of  the 
place,  and  an  esteemed  and  respected  citizen.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
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and  the  K.  of  P.,  and  in  his  political  views,  like 
so  many  of  his  countrymen,  is  a  Democrat.  He 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board  two 
terms.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Martin  a  family  of  six 
children  have  been  bom:  Emma,  Ida,  Edwin, 
Anna,  Amelia  and  John  Robert,  of  whom  Emma 
died  at  the  age  of  four  years. 

Samuel  P.  Martin,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  It  is  a  fact  unnecessary  of  denial 
that  a  person  is  better  fitted  to  follow  the  occupa- 
tion with  which  he  became  familiar  in  early  life, 
than  to  engage  in  an  undertaking  learned  in  later 
years.  This  truth  is  borne  out  in  the  career  of  Mr. 
Martin,  who,  from  a  boy,  has  known  all  the  details 
of  agricultural  life.  To  this  acquired  knowledge 
may  be  added  a  natural  faculty  for  that  calling,  for 
his  father,  Lewis  Martin,  was  also  a  farmer.  The 
latter  was  a  native  of  Kentucky,  and  the  mother, 
whose  maiden  name  was  Phcebe  Skelton,  was  a  na- 
tive of  the  Old  Dominion.  Samuel  P.  Martin  was 
reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  where  he 
was  given  a  common-school  edircation,  and  re- 
mained under  the  parental  roof  until  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then  came  to  Ne- 
braska, settled  in  Webster  County,  and  here  he  has 
since  remained  engaged  in  successfully  conducting 
his  farm.  He  homesteaded  160  acre.s  of  land, 
which  he  has  improved,  and  on  which  he  has 
erected  a  comfortable  house,  substantial  out-build- 
ings, etc.  On  October  7,  1874,  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Elmira  Munsell,  a  native  of  Dane  County,Wis. , 
born  July  8,  1856,  and  the  daughter  of  Capt.  L. 
F.  and  Lorinda  (Yeager)  Munsell,  natives  of  New 
York  and  Canada,  respectively.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Martin  were  born  five  children:  Winnie  M. ,  Julia 
I.,  Roy  F.,  Gertie  L.  and  Lottie  E.  Mr,  Martin 
has  always  affiliated  with  the  Republican  party  in 
his  political  views,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Old 
Settlers'  Association.  He  has  held  a  number  of 
local  offices,  and  is  a  man  esteemed  and  respected 
by  all.  Mrs.  Martin  is  a  member  of  the  Christian 
Church.  Mr.  Martin  was  one  of  the  pioneer  set- 
tlers of  this  county,  and  understands  what  is  meant 
by  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  pioneer 
life. 

Casper  Matzener  was  born  in  Switzerland  De- 


cember 25,  1831,  and  was  a  son  of  Matthew  and 
Ann  (Brog)  Matzener,  both  of  whom  were  born 
and  died  in  Switzerland.  The  father  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  and  gave  his  son  a  good  education. 
He  was  married  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  1856,  to 
Miss  Verena  Brock,  born  in  Switzerland,  and  to 
gether  in  1868  they  emigrated  to  the  United  States, 
locating  in  Greene  Coiinty,  111.  Mr.  Matzener,  who 
is  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  worked  on  the  bench  at 
Whitehall  for  a  number  of  years,  but  in  February, 
1878,  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  settled  where  he 
now  lives.  He  first  purchased  160  acres  of  raw 
prairie  land,  which  he  has  since  fenced  and  broke, 
having  ninety  acres  in  a  high  state  of  cultivation. 
The  balance  of  his  land  is  meadow  and  pasture. 
His  neat  one-story  residence,  good  barn,  wind 
pump,  bearing  orchard  and  grove,  etc.,  all  indicate 
the  hardy  and  thrifty  race  from  which  he  comes. 
In  his  political  views  he  affiliates  with  the  Demo 
cratic  party,  and  has  held  several  offices  of  trust 
and  honor.  He  was  elected  treasTirer  of  Beaver 
township  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  is  now  serving  in 
that  capacity.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born 
two  children,  viz. :  Mary  (married  Grant  Greger, 
and  both  she  and  her  husband  make  their  home 
with  her  father  helping  to  carry  on  the  farm)  and 
John  (who  is  marfied,  has  an  infant  daughter,  and 
resides  near  by).  Mr.  Matzener  was  called  upon  to 
mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife,  who  died  December  25, 
1888.  She  was  a  worthy  Christian  lady,  a  loving 
mother,  and  a  triie  and  faithful  wife  for  thirty-two 
years.  Mr.  Matzener  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Reformed  Church,  and  belongs  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F., 
and  has  served  as  secretary  of  his  order. 

Abraham  W.  Miller  is  the  proprietor  of  the 
Union  Mills  at  Blue  Hill,  but  his  birth  occurred  in 
Washington  County,  Md. ,  September  21,  1839,  he 
being  a  son  of  Abraham  and  Susan  (Funk)  Miller, 
the  former  a  native  of  Franklin  County,  Pa. 
He  was  a  miller  by  trade  and  died  in  1886,  his 
wife  dying  when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  a 
small  lad.  The  latter  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na 
tive  county  and  learned  the  miller's  trade  of  his 
father.  December  30,  1862,  he  wedded  Miss  Mary 
Sword,  who  was  also  born  in  Washington  County, 
Md. ,  a  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Sarah  (Reed)  Sword, 
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and  by  her  is  the  father  of  eight  children:  Emma 
Kate,  Sarah,  Samuel  F.,  Mary,  Ellen,  Daniel, 
Franklin  and  Floyd,  all  living  with  the  exception 
of  Daniel,  who  died  at  the  age  of  five  years.  In 
1862  Mr.  Miller  removed  from  Maryland  to  Mount 
Morris,  Ogle  County,  111.,  and  in  that  county  and 
Carroll  County,  which  adjoined  it,  he  resided  until 
1872,  being  engaged  in  milling  and  farming.  At 
that  date  he  came  to  the  prairies  of  Nebraska  to 
make  a  home  for  himself  and  family,  and  first  lo- 
cated in  Saline  County,  where  he  farmed  until 
1878,  at  which  time  he  removed  to  Ellis  County, 
Kas.  A  year  later  he  went  to  Denver,  Colo. ,  where 
he  pursued  the  calling  of  a  contractor  until  1883, 
when  he  returned  to  Nebraska  and  located  at  Blue 
Hill.  Here  he  built  the  Union  Mills,  which  he  has 
successfully  operated  over  since.  It  is  a  valuable 
property,  in  first-class  condition,  and  in  1887  was 
provided  with  a  roller  process,  and  its  product, 
which  Mr.  Miller  gives  to  the  public,  is  of  the 
finest  quality.  He  is  a  Kepiiblican  politically,  and 
he  and  wife  are  members  of  the  German  Baptist 
Church. 

Leander  S.  Miller  lives  on  Section  21,  Harmony 
Township,  Webster  County,  Neb. ,  and  is  a  native 
of  New  York,  born  February  22,  1840,  in  Coop- 
erstown.  In  1845,  when  he  was  five  years  of  age, 
his  parents  immigrated  to  Wisconsin,  where  he 
was  reared  and  made  his  home  until  1871,  since 
which  time  he  has  been  identified  with  Webster 
County,  Neb.  Upon  his  arrival  here  he  entered  a 
soldier's  claim  of  160  acres  of  raw  prairie,  which 
he  now  cultivates.  His  parents  were  natives  of 
the  ' '  Empire  State  ' '  also.  His  father,  a  carpenter 
and  cooper  by  trade,  was  born  in  1801,  and  de- 
voted the  latter  part  of  his  life  to  farming.  He 
was  married  in  New  York,  February  11,  1825,  to 
Miss  Melinda  Smith,  and  to  them  were  born  ten 
children — seven  boys  and  three  girls — of  whom 
Henry,  the  eldest,  is  now  the  proprietor  and  owner 
of  a  hotel  at  Eureka  Springs,  Ark. ;  Jerry  is  a 
farmer,  and  resides  near  Mitchell,  Dak. ;  Justina 
married  the  Rev.  James  R.  Polk,  and  resides  in 
Wisconsin;  Margaret  D.  married  Volney  E.  Wine 
gar,  a  stock-biiyer  and  shipper,  and  is  living  at 
Clinton    Junction,  Wis. ;    Eusebia    wedded    Giles 


Burt,  a  stock-buyer  and  shipper,  and  also  lives  at 
Clinton  Junction,  Wis.,  where  her  husband  is 
doing  a  very  successful  business;  John  died  in  in 
fancy,  as  did  the  child  next  in  order  of  birth; 
Charles  E.  is  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  residing 
south  of  Janesville,  Wis. ;  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  next  in  chronology;  Clark  I.  is  a  physi- 
cian and  surgeon,  and  resides  at  Whitewater,  Wis. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  were  liberally  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  Wisconsin,  and  are  ardent  sup- 
porters of  all  educational  matters.  Mr.  Miller  was 
married  at  Janesville,  Wis.,  September  30,  1868, 
by  which  union  he  is  the  father  of  nine  children, 
viz. :  Lineas  (who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  and  is 
now  a  successful  school  teacher,  being  engaged  in 
that  calling  for  four  years;  ho  is  now  teaching 
school  in  Franklin  County,  about  two  miles  from 
Campbell,  111.),  Gertrude  Irene  (was  born  in  Wis- 
consin, and  was  married  to  Frank  Lindy,  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  residing  in  Harmony  Township), 
Grace  B.  (was  the  first  white  child  born  in  this 
part  of  the  county;  she  is  now  attending  school, 
and  is  bright  in  her  scholastic  attainments).  Rose 
M.  (is  also  attending  school,  and  has  chosen  the 
path  of  the  teacher  for  her  future  profession ;  she 
is  well  advanced  in  her  studies),  Una  Estella  (died 
in  1878,  when  only  one  month  old).  Ha  C.  (a  bright 
young  lady  of  eight  years,  is  attending  school), 
Lee  S.  (is  now  six  years  old)  and  Frank  Evans  (was 
born  April  4,  1884,  and  died  when  he  was  four  and 
one-half  months  old).  The  youngest,  an  infant, 
died  in  1887.  Mr.  Miller  served  his  country  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  enlisting  in  Company  B,  Thir- 
teenth Wisconsin  Volimteer  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  September  11,  1861,  when 
he  was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  His  company 
was  stationed  at  Camp  Tredway  (named  in  honor 
of  Q.  M.  Gen.  Tredway),  was  sent  from  Janes- 
ville, Wis.,  to  Leavenworth,  Kas.,  to  quell  the 
distirrbances  of  the  "border  ruffians,"  thence  to 
Fort  Scott,  and  was  then  ordered  back  to  Fort 
Riley  to  fit  out  for  crossing  the  plains  to  New 
Mexico.  They  were  in  camp  about  one  month, 
when  the  order  was  countermanded  and  they  were 
ordered  back  to  Cairo,  111.  When  Cairo  was 
I  reached,  the  order  was  given  to  march  to  Columbus, 
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Ky.,  thence  through  Tennessee,  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri and  Alabama.  Mr.  Miller  served  as  sergeant 
of  Company  B.  During  the  winter  of  1862-63  he 
was  on  detached  mounted  service  near  the  "Old 
Hermitage,"  President  Jackson's  old  home,  and 
was  employed  in  scouting  and  picking  up  rebel  de- 
serters, and  on  November  19,  1864,  he  was  hon- 
orably discharged  fi-om  the  Fourth  Division,  Twen- 
tieth Army  Corps,  at  Nashville,  Tenn. ,  immediately 
after  which  he  returned  to  Janesville,  Wis.,  and 
engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  has 
continued  to  the  present  time.  Mr.  Miller  has 
always  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  cast  his  first  vote  for  the  illustrious 
Abraham  Lincoln  (second  term).  He  has  taken 
an  active  part  in  all  municipal  affairs  in  township 
and  county,  being  one  of  the  four  who  were  sent 
to  Red  Cloud  to  precinct  his  district  off  from  Red 
Cloud.  He  sat  on  the  first  grand  jury,  and  was 
present  at  the  first  term  of  court  which  was  ever 
held  in  Webster  County.  He  relates  very  graph  - 
ically  how  he  was  summoned  as  grand  juror.  The 
Little  Blue,  a  turbulent  stream,  was  filled  fi'om 
bank  to  bank.  A  stranger  was  seen  to  approach 
the  south  side  of  the  stream  opposite  Mr.  Miller's 
residence  and  frantically  wave  his  hat.  Mrs.  Mil- 
ler went  to  his  aid,  and  was  informed  that  he  was 
the  sheriff  of  Webster  County,  and  had  a  summons 
for  Mr.  Miller  as  juror  on  the  grand  jury,  and  it 
was  impossible  for  him  to  cross  over  and  deliver 
the  summons.  Mrs.  Miller  very  modestly  in- 
formed him  that  he  could  go  back  without  serving 
the  summons,  but  he  protested,  so  Mrs.  Miller  told 
him  if  he  had  to  serve  the  summons,  to  tie  it  to  a  stick 
and  throw  it  across  the  stream,  which  he  did,  and 
she  delivered  the  summons  to  her  husband.  Mr. 
Miller  has  served  as  a  member  of  the  town  board, 
and  both  he  and  wife  have  taken  an  active  and  in- 
telligent position  in  the  educational  interests  of 
their  home  district.  The  education  of  their  chil- 
dren has  always  been  uppermost  in  their  minds. 
Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  129, 
A.  O.  U.  W.,  at  Campbell,  and  is  adjutant  of 
Post  3,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Campbell.  This  post  has 
about  thirty  active  members  in  good  standing. 
Both  Mr',  and  Mrs.  Miller  are  recognized  by  their 


many  friends  as  staple  and  responsible  people 
who  helped  to  make  and  improve  the  country. 
They  thrillingly  relate  the  troubles  experienced 
by  the  treacherous  Indians  and  the  scourge  of 
grasshoppers.  When  they  first  settled  in  Harmony 
Township,  Grand  Island,  Neb.,  was  the  principal 
market,  at  a  distance  of  sixty  miles— not  a  vestige 
of  Blue  Hill,  Bladen,  Hastings,  Campbell,  nor  any 
of  the  flourishing  towns  now  so  very  enterprising. 

J.  L.  Miller,  a  prominent  business  man  of  Red 
Cloud,  Neb. ,  dealing  in  harness  and  saddlery,  was 
born  in  Fulton  County,  Ind.,  in  1846,  a  son  of 
Samuel  and  Elizabeth  (Weybright)  Miller,  natives 
of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,  respectively.  They 
moved  to  Wabash  County,  Ind.,  in  1855,  where 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood,  and 
from  here  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  Twentieth 
Indiana  Infantry,  and  served  from  1863  until  the 
close  of  the  war.  He  served  in  the  First  Division 
of  the  Third  Corps,  and  after  the  re-organization 
was  in  the  First  Division  of  the  Second  Corps,  under 
Hancock.  In  1864,  in  front  of  Petersburg,  he  was 
severely  wounded  in  the  shoulder,  and  was  con 
fined  in  the  hospital  from  June  until  October.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  home,  remaining 
there  until  1867,  when  he  moved  to  Iowa,  and  from 
there  on  to  Nebraska  in  the  fall  of  the  same  year, 
and  assisted  in  hauling  lumber,  with  which  to  be- 
gin the  city  of  Lincoln,  from  Nebraska  Qity.  He 
located  in  Sterling,  Neb.,  and  erected  the  first 
house  at  that  place.  He  was  married  at  Sterling, 
in  1874,  and  in  April  of  the  same  year  he  came  to 
Red  Cloud  and  engaged  in  business.  Mr.  Miller 
is  the  oldest  merchant  in  the  city  (with  the  ex- 
ception of  W.  N.  Richardson),  having  begun  his 
present  business  in  1876.  He  carries  an  excellent 
line  of  goods,  the  most  extensive  in  the  city,  and 
enjoys  a  large  trade.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Miller  are 
the  jjarents  of  two  boys:  Harry  and  Samuel.  So 
cially  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  including  K.  T.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  the  M.  AV. 
A.,  the  K.  of  P.  and  the  G.  A.  R. 

Levi  Moore.  This  historical  work  would  not 
be  complete  without  an  extended  sketch  of  Mr. 
Moore,  one  of  the  foremost  citizens  of  Webster 
County.      He  was  born  in  Virginia,  June  13,  1818, 
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whither  his  father,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  moved, 
when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age,  subsequently 
marrying  Nancy  Sharp,  a  Virginian,  by  whom  he 
had  eight  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being 
the  only  one  now  living.  Grandfather  Levi  Moore, 
a  Scotch-Irishman,  settled  in  Pennsylvania  at  an 
early  day,  and  afterward  moved  to  the  wilds  of 
Virginia,  where  he  reared  his  family  and  died. 
Our  subject' s  father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  a 
scout  in  the  Indian  border  troubles,  and  died  in 
Pocahontas  County,  W.  Va.  When  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  but  a  child,  both  his  parents  died, 
and  he  had  to  make  his  own  way  in  the  world.  By 
his  own  efforts  he  obtained  a  good  common  school 
education,  which  has  since  served  him  well.  He 
left  his  native  State  when  he  was  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  going  to  McHenry  County,  111.,  and  farm- 
ing from  1836  iintil  1842.  Here  he  was  married 
to  MisB  Prudence  Ackerson,  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State,  born  in  1824,  who  is  still  living.  One 
child  who  was  sent  to  gladden  their  home  died  in 
its  second  year.  In  1851  Mr.  Moore  and  wife 
moved  to  Iowa,  remaining  there  until  1873,  when 
they  came  to  Red  Cloud,  where  Mr.  Moore  pur- 
chased 600  acres  of  land,  which  he  still  owns. 
Since  his  arrival  here,  he  has  been  engaged  in  the 
banking  business;  he  organized  the  State  Bank  of 
Red  Cloud,  and  was  its  president  for  a  number  of 
years;  he  was  also  one  of  the  chief  organizers  of 
the  Red  Cloud  National  Bank,  and  is  still  the  vice- 
president  of  the  same,  owning  110,000  worth  of 
stock.  When  Mr.  Moore  reached  McHenry  County, 
111.,  in  1836,  that  point  was  then  the  extreme 
western  border  of  settlement.  He  and  three  com- 
panions were  together.  The  settlement  to  which 
they  first  repaired  objected  to  unmarried  men  tak- 
ing up  land  in  their  midst,  as  they  desired  families 
to  locate,  consequently  our  subject  and  his  com- 
rades sought  other  places  for  location.  Here  Mr. 
Moore  formed  the  acquaintance  of  the  famous  chief 
of  the  Pottawatomie  Indians,  and  secured  the 
friendship  of  that  noted  chief,  who  offered  them 
a  guide  to  take  them  to  a  country  where  no  white 
man  had  ever  been.  They  accepted  this  proffer, 
and  were  led  to  the  borders  of  the  Kishwalkey, 
where  they  took  land  under  the  ' '  squatters'  sover 


eignty,"  being  the  first  white  men  on  the  river. 
Here  they  settled,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  "  bach- 
ing it ' '  there  until  he  was  married,  and  here  he 
continued  to  live  until  his  removal  to  Iowa,  thence 
to  Nebraska.  Since  coming  here,  Mr.  Moore  has 
been  one  of  Red  Cloud's  most  active  citizens,  no 
enterprise  for  the  good  of  the  town  or  country  hav 
ing  lacked  his  assistance.  Ho  has  in  his  life 
time  seen  the  whole  western  country  grow  from  a 
wilderness  to  gigantic  States  containing  millions  of 
inhabitants.  He  is  a  pleasant  gentleman,  active 
and  vigorous  for  his  years.  Politically  he  is  a 
Republican. 

J.  W.  Moranville,  a  prominent  physician  of  Red 
Cloud,  was  born  in  Vermont,  in  1844,  receiving  a 
common-school  education  in  his  native  State,  and 
later  attending  a  college  in  Canada,  whither  his 
parents  had  moved,  for  one  year.  After  a  three- 
years'  residence  in  Canada,  he  returned  to  the 
United  States,  and  commenced  the  study  of  medi- 
cine, first  in  Lawrence,  Mass.,  under  a  preceptor, 
R.  A.  Morse,  where  he  also  did  his  first  prescrib- 
ing. Subsequently  he  attended  homeopathic  lect- 
ures in  Chicago,  in  1873.  He  commenced  the 
practice  of  his  chosen  profession  first  in  Salem,  Vt., 
next  at  Bristol,  Greene  County,  Iowa.  In  1879  he 
came  to  Nebraska  and  located  at  Co wles,  this  county ; 
next  he  located  at  Guide  Rock,  where  he  practiced 
for  nine  years,  when  he  came  to  Red  Cloud,  where 
he  has  since  built  up  a  very  large  practice.  He 
left  an  excellent  practice  at  Guide  Rock  to  come  to 
Red  Cloud.  He  was  married  in  Charleston,  Vt.  j 
to  Miss  Eliza  Moranville,  a  second  cousin  of  his, 
and  there  have  been  four  children  born  to  them, 
viz. :  Harry,  Ernest,  Gertie  and  James.  Mr. 
Moranville  is  a  Mason,  and  in  his  political  views 
afiiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  His  parents 
were  Jacob  and  Liicy  (Blake)  Moranville,  the  for 
mer  born  in  Canada,  of  French  descent,  the  latter 
of  English  extraction.  They  now  reside  in  Guide 
Rock.  Thirteen  childi'en,  ten  sons  and  three 
daughters,  were  born  to  their  union. 

Capt.  Lafayette  Munsell,  farmer  and  stock 
raiser,  Red  Cloud,  Neb.  This  successful  and  pros 
perous  tiller  of  the  soil  and  stock-  raiser  is  a  native 
of  Montgomery  County,  N.  Y.,  born  on  March  25, 
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1824,  and  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native 
State,  where  he  secured  a  good  common- school 
education.  Commencing  at  the  age  of  sixteen 
years,  he  learned  the  trade  of  carpenter  and  builder 
with  his  father,  and  remained  with  the  latter  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  on  May  11,  1843,  at  Port 
Jackson,  N.  Y.  After  the  death  of  his  father  our 
siibject  went  to  Rochester  of  the  same  State,  and 
remained  there  four  months,  then  went  to  Canada, 
and  continued  until  nearly  twenty-one  years  of 
age.  He  afterward  followed  the  river  and  worked 
on  the  Mississippi  on  a  steam-boat  until  April  20, 
1847,  when  he  enlisted  in  the  Fifteenth  United 
States  Infantry,  Company  K,  serving  under  Col. 
George  W.  Morgan,  known  as  "  Cumberland  Gap  " 
Morgan.  This  regiment  was  landed  at  Vera  Cruz, 
Old  Mexico,  on  the  4th  of  May  and  the  principal 
battles  fought  were  Toloona,  Natural  Bridge  and 
Pas  A.  La  Hoya,  where  Capt.  Guthrie,  who  com- 
manded the  company,  was  killed.  They  then 
moved  on  to  the  City  of  Mexico  and  joined  Gen. 
Scott  on  the  7th  of  July,  at  Pueblo.  One  month 
from  that  time  they  started  toward  the  capitol,  and 
on  the  18th  of  August  took  San  Augustine,  Tala 
Palm,  and  later  Contreas  and  took  Cherub usco;  on 
the  8th  of  September  had  the  fight  of  Molino  del 
Rey  and  on  the  13th  they  charged  on  Chapultepec, 
and  that  frowning  citadel  was  carried  by  storm. 
Through  the  San  Cosme  and  Belen  gates  the 
conquering  army  swept  resistlessly,  and  at  night- 
fall the  soldiers  of  the  Union  were  in  the  suburbs 
of  Mexico.  Returning  to  the  United  States,  Mr. 
Munsell  received  his  discharge  in  Covington,  Ky. , 
August  7,  1848.  He  then  went  to  Madison,  Wis., 
where  he  followed  his  trade  until  1854,  and  then 
jjurchased  a  farm  and  turned  his  attention  to  agri- 
cultural pursuits.  In  1861  he  was  commissioned 
on  the  15th  of  June  by  Alexander  Randal,  then 
Governor  of  the  State,  to  raise  Company  H,  which 
joined  the  Eighth  Wisconsin,  under  Col.  Murphy. 
He  was  in  the  famous  Eagles,  that  fought  under 
the  wings  of  Old  Abe,  the  great  war  eagle.  The  first 
battle  was  at  Fredericktown,  and  then  followed 
thirty-five  battles,  commencing  from  October  21, 
1861,  and  extending  to  August  13,  1864.  The  princi- 
pal ones  dviringthat  time  were  the  battles  of  Island 


No.  10,  Corinth,  Vicksbiirg,  Richmond,  Browns- 
ville, Moore  Plantation,  Bayou  Robert  and  Holly 
Springs.  He  was  severely  injured  at  the  charge  of 
Vicksburg,  and  was  afterward  honorably  discharged. 
He  returned  to  his  farm,  and  there  remained  until 
1869.  On  August  1,  1870,  he  emigrated  to  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.,  and  took  a  homestead  of  160 
acres.  Here  he  has  since  remained  and  has  been 
very  successful.  He  is  dealing  largely  in  cattle 
and  also  raises  a  fine  breed  of  horses.  On  July  4, 
1849,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Lorinda  Yager, 
daughter  of  Henry  W.  and  Elizabeth  (White) 
Yager,  natives  of  New  York  and  Canada,  respect- 
ively. Mrs.  Munsell  was  born  August  5,  1833. 
This  union  resulted  in  the  bii-th  of  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  are  now  living:  Filinda  (deceased 
wife  of  Mortimer  Judd)  Sarah  Ann  (wife  of  Mark 
Warner),  Antoinette,  (wife  of  M.  B.  McNitt),  Elvira 
(wife  of  Charles  Van  Dusen),  Elmira  (wife  of  S.  P. 
Martin),  Ira,  Eva,  Lotta  and  Boyd.  Mr.  Munsell 
is  a  Republican  in  political  views,  but  does  not  care 
for  political  honors.  He  is  a  member  of  Gar- 
field Post  No.  SO,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Red  Cloud,  and  is 
one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  county,  notwith 
standing  his  age.  He  is  one  of  the  nineteen  men 
who  organized  this  county  in  1871,  and  is  one  of 
the  representative  citizens  of  this  young  State.  He 
has  a  very  comfortable  home,  all  that  can  contribute 
to  his  happiness  during  his  declining  years.  His 
parents,  Andrus  and  Lucinda  (Darling)  Munsell, 
were  natives  of  Old  Lime  Connecticut  and  New 
Scotland,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  the  father  born  on 
July  9,1781. 

D.  J.  Myers,  editor  of  the  Red  Cloud  Demo- 
crat, is  a  native  of  Illinois,  born  at  Yorktown,  in 
1860,  a  son  of  M.  A.  and  Caroline  (Gardner) 
Myers,  natives  of  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania, 
respectively.  When  young  Myers  was  seventeen 
years  of  age,  he  left  his  native  State  and  came  to 
Hastings,  Neb.,  remaining  there  one  year,  and 
then  retm-ned  to  Illinois,  where  he  continued  until 
1880.  At  that  time  he  again  removed  to  Nebraska, 
and  made  his  home  in  Franklin  County,  for  four 
years,  when  a  location  was  chosen  in  Webster 
County.  Mr.  Myers  was  reared  on  a  farm,  and 
followed  agricultural  pursuits,  until  1886,  at  which 
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time  he  started  a  drug  store,  which  he  ran  until 
1 SST,  and  then  sold  out  and  engaged  in  other  bus- 
iness. In  June,  1889,  he  purchased  a  one-half 
interest  in  the  Ked  Cloud  Democrat.  He  belongs 
to  the  M.  W.  A.  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  His  liter 
ary  efforts  have  been  attended  with  good  results, 
and  he  has  demonstrated  his  entire  fitness  for  a 
position  in  the  journalistic  field  by  the  conduct  of 
tlie  paper  with  which  he  is  now  connected. 

William  M.  Obanion,  a  prominent  and  ener- 
getic farmer  of  Oak  Creek  Township,  Webster 
County,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  in  1825,  the  seventh 
child  in  a  family  of  ten  children  born  to  William 
and  Sarah  (Snargrass)  Obanion,  the  former  born 
in  Virginia  in  1789,  a  son  of  Joseph  Obanion,  and 
the  latter  born  in  Virginia  in  1791,  a  daughter  of 
Isacca  Snargrass.  They  were  married  in  Casey 
County,  Ky. ,  subsequently  moving  to  Cumberland 
County,  where  the  father  became  a  well-to-do 
farmer,  and  here  they  raised  their  family  of  ten 
children,  viz. :  Mary,  Alfred,  Lavica,  Jane,  Ma- 
tilda, Walker,  William,  Preston,  Thomas  and 
Isacca.  Here  the  father  died  in  1837,  leaving  a 
widow,  who  survived  until  1876,  when  she  too 
passed  away,  dying  in  Tennessee  in  that  year  at 
the  ripe  old  age  of  eighty-five  years.  She  was  a 
member  of  the  Christian  Church.  The  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in  his  na 
tive  State,  and  in  1849  started  oiit  in  life  for  himself, 
with  Mary  A.  Helton,  daughter  of  Joseph  Helton, 
of  Kentucky,  as  his  companion.  She  was  born  in 
Kentucky  in  1827.  They  were  given  eight  chil- 
dren (five  of  whom  have  since  died),  viz. :  Mary  E. 
(deceased),  Jerome  B.  (deceased),  William  Thomas 
(now  in  Western  Oregon),  Joseph  W.  (deceased), 
Martha  F.  (now  Mrs.  Carnegie),  and  Millie  S. 
(now  Mrs.  Bunnell).  In  1854  Mr.  Obanion  im- 
migrated with  his  family  to  Indiana,  where  they 
made  their  home  for  sixteen  years,  then  moved  to 
Missouri,  remaining  there  until  1874,  at  which  time 
they  came  to  Clay  County,  and  in  1875  came  to 
Webster  Coimty,  and  took  up  the  homestead  on 
which  they  now  live,  which  is  well  improved, 
and  here  Mr.  Obanion  is  very  successfully  engaged 
in  raising  grain  and  stock.  Mrs.  Obanion  is  a 
member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and  is  an  earnest 


Christian  lady.  Mr.  Obanion  votes  the  Democratic 
ticket,  and  like  many  intelligent  farmers  of  Nebras- 
ka belongs  to  the  Alliance. 

Gerhard  Ohmstede,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Guide  Rock,  Neb.  A  short  sketch  of  Mr.  Ohm- 
stede will  not  be  out  of  place  in  this  volume,  and 
will  be  read  with  interest.  Originally  from  Ger- 
many, he  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  June  18,  1856, 
a  son  of  Gerhard  and  Anna  Ohmstede,  both  of 
whom  still  reside  in  their  native  country — Olden- 
burg, where  the  father  is  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits.  Gerhard  Ohmstede  was  reared  to  ma- 
turity in  his  native  country,  receiving  a  good  edu- 
cation, and  in  the  fall  of  1878,  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
two  years,  he  emigrated  to  the  States,  locating  in 
this  county.  He  first  leased  land  which  he  im- 
proved and  afterward  piu-chased,  and  now  owns 
320  acres  of  fine  land,  all  of  which  is  fenced,  cul- 
tivating about  160  acres.  On  this  he  has  erected 
a  comfortable  dwelling,  good  barns  and  out-build- 
ings, etc.  He  has  a  thriving  young  grove  of  2,000 
trees,  and  an  orchard  of  about  250  trees,  some  of 
which  are  bearing.  July  29,  1883,  in  Webster 
County,  Mr.  Ohmstede  was  united  in  matrimonial 
bonds  with  Miss  Caroline  Knehans,  daughter  of 
Henry  Knehans,  who  was  born  and  reared  in  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  and  they  became  the  parents  of  four 
children,  one  of  whom,  Henry,  died  in  his  second 
year.  Those  living  are  Gerhard,  Minnie  and  an 
infant  sou  named  Chris.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ohm 
stede  believe  in  the  doctrines  of  the  German  Lu 
theran  Church.  Mr.  Ohmstede  belongs  to  the  Alli- 
ance, and  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

William  Parkes,  boot  and  shoemaker.  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Doncaster,  Yorkshire, 
England,  in  1832,  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Sarah 
(Conway)  Parkes,  both  born  in  England  about 
1811.  The  mother  is  now  living  in  Indianola,  Neb. 
The  parents  came  to  America  in  1855,  our  subject 
preceding  them  two  years.  William  Parkes  is  one 
of  five  children,  all  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  Will- 
iam, John,  Edward,  Samuel,  and  Charlotte  (now 
Mrs.  C.  S.  Quick,  of  Indianola,  Neb.  He  was  mar 
ried  in  1855  to  Miss  Sarah  Smith,  of  Northampton, 
Northamptonshire,  England,  and  a  daughter  was 
bora  to  them  in  Lehi,  Utah.    Upon  coming  to  this 
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country  Mr.  Parkes  first  located  in  Salt  Lake  City 
until  1859,  when  he  and  his  wife  and  daughter, 
father  and  mother,  brothers  and  sister,  moved  to 
Council  Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  there  engaged  in  boot 
and  shoemaking.  Here  they  buried  their  daugh- 
ter, and  now  have  an  adopted  boy.  He  came  to 
Red  Cloud  in  the  winter  of  1870,  took  a  claim  (160 
acres)  two  and  one-half  miles  southwest  of  Red 
Cloud,  which  he  still  owns.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  belongs  to  Char- 
ity Lodge  No.  53,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Chapter  No.  19, 
R.  A.  M.,  Commandery  19,  K.  T.,  and  Webster  En- 
campment No.  25. 

F.  E.  Payne,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Cather- 
tou  Township,  was  born  in  Frederick  County, 
Va.,  in  September,  1850,  and  is  the  oldest  child 
born  to  R.  T.  and  Sarah  (Scribner)  Payne.  They 
were  the  parents  of  six  children,  viz. :  F.  E.  (the 
subject  of  this  sketch),  Mrs.  Mary  Cooper  (of  this 
township),  Mrs.  Ida  Brown  (of  Winchester,  Va.), 
Mrs.  Pinkney  Hale  and  Mrs.  Carrie  Harvey  (of  Ina- 
vale  Township),  and  Robert  Bruce  (residing  with  his 
brother,  our  subject).  The  father  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  and  lived  in  his  native  State  till  1884,  when 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  locating  in  this  township 
where  he  is  now  living.  Both  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  received  a  common  school 
education  in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  age  of 
twenty-two  years  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer, 
following  that  occupation  with  success  in  his  native 
State  until  1877,  when  he  came  to  this  State. 
Here  he  entered  a  homestead  and  timber  claim, 
comprising  320  acres  in  Section  34-3-12  on 
Farmers'  Creek,  all  of  which  he  has  under  an  ex- 
cellent state  of  cultivation,  well  improved  with 
good  buildings,  fruit  and  forest  trees,  etc.  He  is 
active  in  politics  and  votes  with  the  Prohibition 
party,  and  for  a  time  has  held  the  office  of  justice 
of  the  peace  in  this  township.  He  was  married  in 
July,  1881,  to  Mrs.  Vernie  (Cather)  Clutter,  widow 
of  Webster  Clutter,  and  daughter  of  William  and 
Caroline  (Smith)  Cather,  of  Virginia;  she  died  in 
December,  1885,  leaving  him  one  child,  Wilella. 
Mr.  Payne  is  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church. 

Colvin  D.  Peek  (deceased)  was  a  native  of  Ver- 


mont, born  in  Maidstone  June  30,  1835.  In  early 
life  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  subse 
quently  working  in  the  quarries  of  feldspar  and 
mica.  After  his  marriage  he  worked  in  a  chair 
factory  as  a  cabinet-maker,  then  farmed  in  different 
localities  until  1874,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska 
aud  located  on  the  old  homestefid  now  occupied  !>y 
his  wife  and  sons.  Mr.  Peck  was  educated  in  the 
common  schools  of  the  East,  and  always  took  a 
decided  interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  schools.  He 
served  as  school  director  in  his  home  district  for 
four  years,  and  during  this  time  took  great  care  in 
■selecting  teachers,  choosing  only  high-grade  and 
competent  instructors.  During  the  late  war  Mr. 
Peck  went  to  the  defense  of  his  country's  flag, 
enlisting  in  the  Third  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
and  was  sent  to  Hilton  Head,  S.  C,  but  was  hon- 
orably discharged  on  account  of  disability,  after  an 
absence  from  home  of  only  one  month.  He  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan,  but 
was  non-partisan,  and  bravely  and  boldly  upheld 
the  honest  man.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic 
fraternity.  He  was  a  type  of  morality  in  his  home 
life,  and  in  all  his  walks  in  life  was  an  honorable 
man,  respected  and  esteemed  for  his  sterling  integ- 
rity and  genuine  worth. 

Mrs.  Juliette  Peck,  widow  of  Colvin  D.  Peck, 
resides  on  Section  2,  Batin  Township,  Webster 
County.  She  was  born  in  New  Hampshire  April 
13,  1836,  being  the  third  child  born  to  the  union 
of  Joseph  and  Percey  Gleeson,  the  former  born 
in  Acworth,  N.  H.,  in  1804,  and  the  latter  born 
in  Dedham,  Mass.,  in  1806.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  viz. :  Persons  Elizabeth 
(deceased),  Lucinda  B.  (is  unmarried  and  resides 
on  the  old  homestead  in  New  Hampshire).  Need- 
ham  (was  a  farmer,  but  is  now  deceased),  Juliette 
(our  subject),  Parthenia  Ann  (married  Julius  Cres- 
set, a  farmer  and  carpenter,  and  resides  on  the  old 
homestead).  Mrs.  Peck  grew  to  maturity  in  her 
native  State,  receiving  her  education  in  the  public 
schools,  and  also  attending  the  academy  at  Acworth 
for  three  terms.  May  16,  1860,  she  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Colvin  D.  Peck,  a  native  of  Vermont, 
born  in  Maidstone  June  30,  1835,  and  shortly  after 
her  marriage  moved  to  Templeton,  Mass.,  where 
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they  remained  for  some  time,  subsequently  moving 
to  Acwortli,  N.  H.  To  this  marriage  were  born 
four  children — three  boys  and  one  girl — as  follows: 
Estella  E.  (born  September  24,  1861,  married 
Wilbur  B.  Nutting,  a  farmer,  and  makes  her  home 
at  Genoa  Bluffs,  Iowa),  William  (was  born  June 
10,  1804,  and  is  now  residing  with  his  mother  on 
the  homestead  in  Batin  Township.  William  re- 
ceived a  common-school  education,  which  has 
admirably  fitted  him  for  the  practical  duties  of 
farm  life,  to  which  he  has  so  wisely  devoted  him- 
self. He  is  now  serving  as  justice  of  the  peace  of 
his  township,  which  demonstrates  clearly  the  con- 
fidence his  friends  repose  in  him  for  one  so  young), 
Oscar  (born  August  28,  1860,  resides  at  Gandy, 
Logan  County,  Neb.  He  has  chosen  printing  as  his 
occupation  in  life,  and  is  editor  of  the  Logan 
County  Pioneer).  In  1874  Mrs.  Peek  and  her  hus- 
band immigrated  to  Nebraska,  arriving  in  Batin 
Township  April  10,  1874.  At  that  time  there 
were  very  few  inhabitants,  and  antelope,  deer, 
wolves  and  other  wild  game  abounded.  Mr.  Peck 
tiled  a  homestead  of  160  acres,  built  a  cabin,  and 
here  he  and  family  made  their  home.  They  expe- 
rienced all  the  hardships  and  vicissitudes  of  pio- 
neer life,  passed  through  the  grasshopper  scourges, 
prairie  tires,  and  other  severe  trials,  which  were 
enough  to  discourage  any  heart,  but  Mrs.  Peck 
bore  up  under  her  numerous  trials  and  difficulties 
with  great  fortitude  and  determination.  In  1880 
Mr.  Peck  was  stricken  with  the  typhoid  and  inter- 
mittent fever,  and  died  the  same  year.  She  and 
husband  were  earnest  supporters  and  members  of 
the  Adventist  Church,  having  joined  the  society 
in  Ashburnham,  Mass.  Besides  the  original  home- 
stead, Mrs.  Peck  owns  160  acres  of  railroad  land 
lying  just  south  of  her  homestead,  most  of  which  is 
under  cultivation.  She  resides  among  her  children, 
comfortably  situated  and  surrounded  by  her  many 
friends,  who  hold  her  in  high  esteem,  and  it  is  her 
expectation  to  pass  the  remainder  of  her  life  in 
Nebraska.  She  is  an  intelligent  and  educated 
lady,  and  is  well  informed  in  business  matters  as 
well  as  in  the  current  issues  of  the  day. 

William   Pettit    was   born  in  Ohio,   in  Athens 
County,  September  22,  1840.     His  father,  Daniel 


Pettit,  a  son  of  Thomas  Pettit,  a  teacher  by  occu- 
pation, and  one  of  the  first  educators  in  Morgan 
County,  Ohio,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  in  1811, 
but  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  left  his  native  State 
with  his  parents,  going  to  Zanesville,  Ohio,  in  1823, 
where  they  were  among  the  first  settlers.  Daniel 
Pettit  grew  to  manhood  in  Morgan  County,  and 
after  reaching  years  of  discretion  chose  farming  as 
his  occupation  through  life.  He  was  married  in 
Athens  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Caroline  Shaw,  daugh- 
ter of  Dr.  John  L.  Shaw,  a  pioneer  of  Marietta, 
Ohio.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Pettit  entered  land 
in  Athens  County,  where  he  farmed  until  1855,  at 
that  time  moving  to  Lawrence  County,  and  there 
resuming  farming  operations  until  1885,  when  he 
came  to  Nebraska,  and  has  since  made  his  homo 
with  our  subject.  He  was  called  upon  to  mourn 
the  death  of  his  wife  in  October,  1842,  and  after- 
ward took  a  second  wife.  William  Pettit  grew  to 
manhood  in  Athens  and  Lawrence  Counties.  In 
September,  1801,  he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fifth 
West  Virginia  Infantry,  and  served  until  August, 
1862,  when  he  was  discharged  for  disability.  He 
enlisted  as  private,  but  was  soon  promoted  to  cor- 
poral, and  did  a  good  deal  of  scouting  and  guard 
duty.  The  year  following  his  discharge  he  spent 
in  teaming  and  farming,  following  this  business 
until  1868,  when  he  came  to  Omaha,  remaining 
there  until  the  fall  of  1 870,  when  he  came  to  Web- 
ster County  and  homesteaded  the  land  on  which  he 
now  lives,  on  the  Republican  River.  He  afterward 
purchased  160  acres  more,  making  him  a  fine  farm 
of  320  acres,  nearly  all  of  which  is  fenced.  Of 
this  land  200  acres  are  farm  land  and  under  cultiva- 
tion, while  the  balance  is  meadow  and  pasture  land. 
Mr.  Pettit  has  tf  good  two-story  residence,  good 
barns,  cribs,  sheds,  wind-pump,  stock  scales,  etc., 
and  a  fine  young  orchard  of  over  100  trees,  all 
select  fruits.  When  Mr.  Pettit  commenced  here, 
he  knew  absolutely  nothing  about  farming,  but  has 
succeeded  well  as  an  agriculturist,  all  of  his  pos- 
sessions having  been  made  here  on  the  farm.  He 
raises  good  graded  stock,  and  has  some  pure  Berk- 
shire hogs.  In  Sarpy  County,  Neb.,  February  27, 
1871,  Miss  Lucy  M.  Pusey,  a  native  of  Hartford 
County,  Md. ,  but  reared  and  educated  in  Nebraska, 
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a  daughter  of  Eliphaz  Pusey,  became  his  wife,  and 
their  family  now  consists  of  Orpha  (a  young  lady), 
Ida,  Amy  and  Martha,  and  Frankie  Martin  (thir- 
teen months  old,  a  child  of  Mrs.  Pettit's  sister). 
Mr.  Pettit  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  belongs  to  the 
G.  A.  R. 

Ales.  Phillips  is  another  of  the  substantial 
farmers  of  this  section.  He  is  a  native  of  Dela 
ware,  born  October  24,  1838,  a  son  of  Charles  and 
Leo  (Taylor)  Phillips,  the  latter  a  native  of  Dela- 
ware. Charles  Phillips  came  to  the  States  when  a 
lad  of  eight  years,  with  his  parents,  and  grew  up 
in  Delaware,  there  married  and  for  a  number  of 
years  after  his  marriage  made  that  State  his  home. 
He  was  a  cotton  manufacturer  in  Delaware  up  to 
1857,  when  he  moved  his  family  to  Iowa,  locating 
on  a  farm  in  Delaware  County,  and  tilled  the  soil 
at  that  place  until  1887,  at  that  time  moving  his 
family  to  Dakota,  where  he  now  lives.  His  first 
wife  died  in  Delaware  in  1839,  and  he  afterward 
married  again.  Alexander  Phillips  was  nineteen 
years  of  age  when  his  parents  moved  to  Iowa,  and 
he  accompanied  them  to  that  State,  remaining  at 
home  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war.  He  had  the 
advantages  of  a  good  common-school  education  in 
Delaware,'  supplemented  by  a  course  of  six  months 
at  St.  Mary's  College.  In  August,  1861,  he  enlisted 
in  Company  D,  Ninth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry, 
serving  until  discharged  in  January,  1862.  August 
15,  1862,  he  re-enlisted  in  Company  K,  Twenty- 
first  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  as  corporal,  and 
served  as  such  until  his  final  discharge,  July  24, 
1865.  During  his  last  enlistment  he  participated 
in  the  battle  of  Hartsville,  Mo.,  was  at  the  siege 
and  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  and  in  the  Mobile 
campaign.  At  Vicksburg  he  received  a  slight  scalp 
wound,  and  was  struck  by  a  shell  and  permanently 
disabled,  while  at  Spanish  Fort,  Ala.,  he  was 
struck  over  the  eye  with  a  piece  of  shell  and  re- 
ceived other  injuries.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he 
returned  to  his  home  and  engaged  in  farming  until 
1873,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Nebraska  and 
located  in  Webster  County  in  June  of  that  year. 
He  took  up  the  homestead  on  which  he  resides, 
which  he  has  now  all  fenced,  cultivating  about 
seventy-five   acres,    the    rest    being    pasture    and 


meadow  land.  His  good  substantial  residence, 
large  barn,  cribs,  sheds,  etc.,  etc.,  all  show  him  to 
be  the  thrifty  and  industrious  man  he  is.  He 
has  a  young  bearing  orchard  of  200  choice  trees, 
besides  a  quantity  of  small  fruits.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  and  has  ever  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  his  party,  and  has  held 
several  offices  of  local  public  trust,  such  as  road 
supervisor,  a  member  of  the  school  board,  etc.  On 
December  25,  1866,  Mr.  Phillips  and  Miss  Mary 
McCartney  became  husband  and  wife.  She  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Delaware,  and  was  a 
daughter  of  Nicholas  McCartney.  They  were  the 
parents  of  five  children,  but  four  of  whom,  James 
H.  (a  young  man),  Emma  E. ,  Mary  A.  and  Charles 
A.,  are  now  living.  Catherine  died  February  21, 
1882,  in  her  sixth  year.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Phillips  are  advocates  of  the  Church  of  England. 
Mr.  Phillips  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  has 
served  as  commander  of  his  post,  as  well  as  in 
other  official  capacities. 

Clare  L.  Pope,  a  leading  and  representative  cit- 
izen of  Blue  Hill,  Neb.,  is  cashier  of  the  State 
Bank  of  that  place,  and  has  identified  hifnself  with 
the  progress  and  development  of  the  county  since 
1879.  He  was  born  in  Waupaca  County,  Wis., 
January  28,  1859,  being  a  son  of  Albert  and  Mar- 
garet (Olmstead)  Pope,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  in  Kentucky. 
They  were  among  the  first  settlers  of  Wisconsin, 
and  in  his  native  county  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  reared  to  manhood.  He  was  taught  the  details 
of  farm  labor  by  his  father,  but  at  the  early  age  of 
sixteen  years  he  began  teaching  school  in  the  home 
district,  and  at  nineteen  years  of  age  entered  the 
State  Normal  School,  at  Oshkosh,  Wis.,  which  in- 
stitution he  attended  one  year.  In  1879  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  and  first  located  at  Red  Cloud,  and 
during  the  remainder  of  that  and  the  subsequent  two 
winters  he  followed  the  calling  of  a  teacher.  The 
summer  of  1880,  also  a  part  of  the  summer  of  1881, 
he  was  engaged  in  the  imf>lement  business  at  Blue 
Hill,  and  from  June  of  the  latter  year  until  June, 
1885,  he  held  a  position  in  the  Blue  Hill  Bank,  first 
as  clerk  and  finally  as  cashier.  In  1885  he  became 
a  member  of  the  banking  firm  of  Dodds,  Thompson 
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&  Co. ,  acting  as  cashier,  but  in  the  fall  of  that  year 
the  bank  was  incorporated  under  the  name  of  the 
State  Bank,  with  Mr.  Pope  as  cashier,  a  position 
he  has  held  ever  since.  He  is  a  man  who  has  been 
identified  with  every  worthy  enterprise,  and  one 
whose  intelligence  and  industry  admirably  fit  him 
for  the  position  he  is  now  filling.  He  was  married 
May  25,  1887,  to  Miss  Maude  M.  Williams,  a  native 
of  Holt  County,  Mo.,  born  December  29,  1865,  a 
daughter  of  William  H.  Williams,  and  to  their 
union  two  children  have  been  born:  Roslyn  and 
Roy.  Mr.  Pope  is  a  Democrat  in  his  political 
views  and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  XJ.  W. 
Jacob  B.  Potter,  of  the  firm  of  Columbia,  Pot- 
ter &  Hyler,  proprietors  of  the  Guide  Rock  Mills, 
was  born  in  Tioga  County,  N.  Y.,  June  28,  1833, 
a  son  of  Cornelius  and  Hannah  (Barber)  Potter, 
both  natives  of  the  "Empire  State."  His  father 
was  a  millwright,  and  followed  that  occupation  in 
New  York  all  his  life,  dying  in  that  State  in  1 877 ; 
his  widow  survived  him  several  years,  and  her 
death  occurred  in  Nebraska.  Jacob  B.  Potter 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  after 
reaching  the  proper  age,  he  learned  the  millwright' s 
trade  of  his  father,  and  followed  that  business  in 
New  York  for  several  years.  He  came  west  in 
1872,  and  located  in  Webster  County  in  1873,  the 
following  year  taking  up  his  homestead.  In  1875 
he  built  the  Red  Cloud  Mill.  He  was  one  of  the 
original  owners  of  this  mill,  and  ground  the  first 
grain  in  Webster  County.  He  afterward  disposed 
of  his  interest  therein,  and  returned  to  his  farm, 
subsequently  (in  1888)  purchasing  a  one-third  in- 
terest in  the  Guide  Rock  Mill.  This  is  a  first- 
class  roller-process  (Mr.  Potter  having  put  in  the 
roller  process  last  year)  water-mill,  being  run  by 
the  Republican  River,  and  has  a  capacity  of  sixty- 
five  barrels  per  day.  While  Mr.  Potter  works  at 
his  trade,  his  sons  run  the  farm.  Mr.  Potter  was 
formerly  a  Republican,  but  latterly  votes  with  the 
Prohibition  party.  He  is  also  a  local  Methodist 
Episcopal  minister,  and  has  preached  for  thirty 
years.  He  was  mari-ied  in  Tioga  County.  N.  Y., 
in  October,  185-1,  to  Cynthia  J.  Thornton,  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  but  reared  and  educated  in  New 
York,  a  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Lydia  Thornton, 


and  their  wedded  life  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  four  children  (three  of  whom  are  still  living)  as 
follows :  John  J.  (married,  and  a  resident  of  this 
county),  George  I.  and  James  (young  men  living 
at  home)  and  Elmer  E.  (who  died  in  1878,  in  his 
seventeenth  year). 

James  D.  Post,  ex-sheriff  of  Webster  County, 
was  born  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  in  1836,  a  son  of  J. 
W.  Post,  then  a  draftsman  aud  describer  of  that 
city,  but  who  removed  to  Illinois,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits  when  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  still  a  child,  and  here  James  D.  was 
reared  to  manhood,  and  received  a  good  common- 
school  education.  He  remained  at  home  until  he 
had  attained  his  twenty-first  year,  when  he  caiight 
the  gold  fever  and  immigrated  to  California  and 
prospected  for  gold  with  moderate  success  until 
1865,  at  which  time  he  returned  on  a  short  visit  to 
his  fi-ieuds  in  Illinois.  He  soon  returned  to  Den- 
ver City,  Colo. ,  and  prospected  for  gold  for  about 
three  years,  and  made  considerable  money.  While 
at  this  place  he  paid  at  the  rate  of  $3  per  meal  for 
board.  Flour  was  sold  for  $150  per  sack.  After 
spending  three  years  in  search  of  Dame  Fortune, 
he  went  to  Adair  County,  Mo.,  and  resided  there 
for  four  years,  and  while  here  was  married  to  Miss 
Sarah  A.  Stanley,  a  native  of  Iowa.  Seven  children 
have  been  born  to  this  marriage,  one  of  whom,  Jane, 
a  bright  little  girl,  died  when  she  was  three  years 
old.  Those  living  are  William.  Robert,  James. 
Martha  M.,  John  and  Hulda.  In  1873  Mr.  Post 
came  to  Red  Cloud  and  entered  a  homestead  four 
miles  northwest  of  this  place,  and  at  the  same  time 
opened  a  livery  stable,  which  he  ran  for  eight  years. 
He  built  a  habitable  house,  and  opened  the  first 
livery  stable  in  Red  Cloud.  He  has  since  sold  his 
homestead  and  interests  in  Red  Cloud,  and  pur- 
chased his  present  property,  consisting  of  200  acres 
of  land;  he  also  owns  160  acres  of  land  in  Nuckolls 
County.  In  1887  he  opened  up  a  livery  stable  in 
Cowles,  and  now  carries  on  a  good  livery  business 
in  connection  with  his  farming  interests.  He 
makes  a  specialty  of  raising  mules,  and  sells  some 
few  each  year.  Since  his  connection  with  Webster 
Coixnty,  Mr.  Post  has  served  one  term  as  sheriff, 
and  made  a  very  efficient  officer.      His  father,  J. 
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\V.  Post,  was  born  in  Orange  County,  N.  Y. ,  and 
for  fourteen  years  held  a  position  as  draftsman 
and  describer  in  the  patent  office  at  Washing- 
ton. Later  he  moved  to  Baltimore,  and  finally 
to  Illinois.  His  ancestors  were  Low  Dutch.  He 
was  married  in  York  County,  Pa.,  toMissHulda 
Jones,  a  native  of  that  county  and  State,  and  by 
her  became  the  father  of  five  children,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  the  eldest,  all  of  whom  grew 
to  maturity.  Three  sons  served  in  the  Federal 
army  during  the  late  war — two  were  killed,  and 
the  other  has  been  disabled  ever  since. 

William  Cubberly  Richardson,  one  of  the  sub- 
stantial farmers  of  this  section,  residing  on  Section 
2,  Harmony  Township,  owes  his  nativity  to  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  in  Hamilton  County,  January 
11,  1821,  receiving  his  education  in  the  subscrip- 
tion schools  of  his  native  State  and  Indiana,  to 
which  latter  State  he  immigrated  when  he  was 
seventeen  years  of  age,  locating  in  Bartholomew 
County.  He  was  very  popular  with  his  constitu- 
ents while  here,  and  was  solicited  many  times  to 
accept  prominent  positions,  but  each  time  modestly 
declined.  He  served  one  term  as  township  trustee, 
and  filled  this  position  so  satisfactorily  that  he  was 
urged  to  accept  the  office  a  second  time,  but  de- 
clined. He  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds  in 
Bartholomew  County  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Lee,  a 
native  of  the  "  Hoosier  State, ' '  and  to  their  wedded 
life  were  born  these  children:  Zurelda,  Garah, 
James,  Jane,  Clara,  Thomas  H.,  Charles  E., William 
and  Alice.  The  eldest,  Zurelda,  was  married  to  J. 
Norton,  and  lives  in  Indiana;  Garah  is  an  attorney 
at  law,  is  married  and  resides  in  Springfield,  Mo. ; 
James  is  married  and  lives  in  Indiana,  where  he 
works  at  his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter;  Jane 
married  M.  Snyder,  a  farmer  and  engineer,  and 
resides  in  Blue  Hill;  Clara  is  now  the  wife  of  E. 
Mouser,  a  successful  agriculturist;  Thomas  H.  was 
born  February  26,  1861;  Charles  E.  was  born 
December  1,  1862;  William  died  when  he  was 
three  years  of  age,  and  Alice  died  in  her  fifth  year. 
Mr.  Richardson  owned  240  acres  of  land  in  the 
Wabash  Bottom,  which  was  oftentimes  flooded  by 
the  frequent  overflows  of  that  river,  and  in  1878 
traded  this  land  for  326  acres  of  land  in  Harmony 


Township,  which  he  has  since  greatly  improved, 
and  on  which  he  has  about  150  good  bearing  fruit 
trees.  Mr.  Richardson  has  always  been  a  Demo- 
crat, and  has  been  active  in  the  interests  of  his 
party,  casting  his  first  vote  for  "  Old  Rough-and- 
Ready  " — Zachary  Taylor.  He  recalls  the  terrible 
panic  of  1837,  when  the  people's  minds  were  dis 
placed  by  the  tremendous  failures.  During  his 
early  life  Mr.  Richardson  labored  at  his  trade,  that 
of  carpenter  and  joiner,  but  later  in  life  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits,  which  he  is  following  at 
present.  He  was  an  ardent  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Grange,  and  is  now  a  member  of  the 
Alliance.  He  has  been  twice  married;  his  first 
wife  died  February  13,  1869,  and  on  August  17, 
1874,  he  was  wedded  to  Mrs.  Maria  Perry.  He 
formerly  belonged  to  the  United  Brethren  Church, 
but  he  and  his  wife  both  now  belong  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcojial  Church.  He  is  now  spending  his 
remaining  days  in  peace  and  happiness,  and  is 
enjoying  the  best  of  health. 

W.  N.  Richardson.  The  name  that  heads  this 
sketch  is  that  of  one  of  the  most  extensive  stockmen 
in  the  West.  It  is  certain  that  no  other  man,  or  even 
firm  in  Nebraska  approximates  him  in  the  magni- 
tude of  his  business  and  it  is  a  question  whether  he  is 
equaled  by  any  other  one  man,  similarly  occupied,  in 
the  United  States.  Mr.  Richardson  is  a  native  of  New 
York,  born  in  1840,  a  son  of  N.  B.  and  Hestor  A.  (Mix) 
Richardson,  both  natives  of  the  ' '  Empire  State, ' ' 
the  former  of  Scotch  descent.  The  father  is  en- 
gaged in  the  banking  business  at  Warren  111. 
The  mother  died  in  1887.  They  were  the  parents 
of  thirteen  children.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood  in  Illinois,  receiving  a  limited 
education,  and  at  the  age  of  seventeen  years 
commenced  business  on  his  ovm  account  as  a  stock- 
man, at  which  he  continued  very  successfully  in 
Illinois  until  1866.  While  there  he  was  mar- 
ried. In  1866  he  went  west,  traveling  over  the 
plains,  and  became  acquainted  with  the  location  of 
the  chief  cattle  dealers  and  their  herds.  He  came  to 
Webster  County,  Neb.,  in  1871,  and  located  a 
portion  of  the  land  on  which  the  tpwn  of  Red 
Cloud  now  stands.  He  formed  a  partnership  with 
Gov.  Garber,  and  together  they  opened  a  mercan- 
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tile  biisinesa  at  Red  Cloud,  which  business  they 
conducted  jointly  until  Gov.  Garber  was  called  to 
public  duties  in  the  State.  The  partnership  lasted 
for  some  years  after  Silas  Garber  was  called  away. 
Mr.  Richardson  finally  sold  his  mercantile  interests 
and  gave  his  whole  attention  to  the  stock  business, 
with  silent  interests  in  other  branches.  He  came 
to  Red  Cloud  with  no  means,  but  understanding 
thoroughly  the  stock  business,  and  with  suificient 
business  tact  to  adapt  himself  to  any  vocation,  he 
has  pushed  himself  forward  until  he  individually  has 
but  a  vague  idea  of  the  number  of  dollars  he 
spends  annually  in  the  cattle  business.  He  is  now 
feeding  800  head  of  cattle,  besides  having  many 
out  on  shares,  and  buying  and  selling  by  the  herd  in 
the  west.  He  has  operated  in  nearly  all  the  Western 
States  and  Territories.  He  is  well  known  among  the 
Western  herders  and  cattle  raisers.  He  always 
any  amount  of  cattle  on  his  word.  He  always 
keeps  his  word,  and  takes  the  cattle  for  which  he 
bargains  regardless  of  consequences.  Mr.  Rich- 
ardson is  a  man  who  is  trusted  with  perfect  con- 
fidence by  all  who  know  him,  and  is  one  of  Red 
Cloud's  pioneers,  and  his  extensive  business  is 
duly  appreciated  by  Red  Cloud  and  surrounding 
country.  Mr.  Richardson  has  been  twice  married. 
His  first  wife  died  December  10, 1884,  leaving  two 
children:  Winifred  and  Lloyd.  His  second  wife 
was  a  Miss  Bessie  Tagge,  and  by  her  he  is  the 
father  of  two  bright  and  interesting  little  girls: 
Norma  and  Margaret.  In  secret  societies  Mr. 
Richardson  belongs  to  the  Blue  Lodge  A.  F.  & 
A.  M.,  and  is  a  K.  of  P. 

Alexander  Riley.  In  the  development,  growth 
and  improvement  of  Webster  County,  the  Riley 
brothers  have  taken  a  prominent  part,  and  are  wor- 
thy a  place  in  this  vohime.  Their  father,  Isaac 
Riley,  was  born  in  Ross  County,  Ohio,  in  1818,  a 
son  of  Alexander  Riley,  and  grew  to  manhood,  mar- 
ried, and  raised  his  family  in  his  native  State.  He 
was  a  farmer  by  occupation.  His  wife,  before  mar- 
riage, was  a  Miss  Catherine  Ortman,  also  born  in 
Ohio,  in  1819.  To  their  union  have  been  born  nine 
children,  viz. :  Alexander,  John,  Alcetas,  Ann  M. , 
Martha  J.,  Austin,  Sarah  C,  Nancy  and  Charles 
W.     In  1850  Mr.   Riley  immigrated    to  Johnson 


County,  Iowa,  taking  his  family  with  him,  and 
here  ho  has  followed  agricultural  pursuits  very 
successfully  ever  since.  His  wife  died  in  Johnson 
County,  Iowa,  in  1862.  In  politics  the  senior  Riley 
sides  with  the  Democratic  party.  Alexander  Riley, 
the  eldest  child  born  to  Isaac  and  Catherine  Riley, 
first  saw  the  light  in  Ross  Coimty,  Ohio,  January 
11,  1842.  When  he  was  eight  years  of  age  his 
father  moved  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and  here 
our  subject  was  reared  to  manhood,  and  received  a 
common-school  education.  In  August,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  E,  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  In- 
fantry, and  the  following  year  took  part  in  the 
battles  of  Port  Gibson,  Champion's  Hill  and  the 
siege  of  Vicksburg.  He  was  on  the  Red  River 
expedition  with  Banks,  and  in  the  battle  of  Yellow 
Bayou.  He  was  taken  prisoner  at  Winchester,  Va., 
September  11),  1864,  and  confined  in  Libby  Prison 
and  Belle  Isle.  He  was  paroled  and  exchanged 
December  18,  1864.  August  12,  1865,  he  was 
sent  to  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  there  received  his 
discharge,  after  serving  faithfully  and  well  for  over 
three  years.  He  was  mustered  in  as  second  cor- 
poral, and  discharged  as  fifth  sergeant.  He  re- 
turned to  Iowa,  and  settled  in  Iowa  County,  where 
his  father  was  then  living,  and  engaged  in  cultivat 
ing  the  soil.  He  was  there  married,  on  December 
4,  1866,  to  Martha  A.  Flint,  the  daughter  of  Silas 
Flint.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Riley  have  had  born  to  them 
three  children — two  boys  and  one  girl — namely: 
Frank  M.  (born  July  13,  1873),  Elvira  R.  (born 
June  4,  1875)  and  Mark  A.  (born  September  4, 
1878).  After  a  happy  wedded  life  of  twenty-three 
years,  Mrs.  Riley  passed  to  her  final  home,  on  May 
27,  1879.  She  was  born  in  New  Hampshire,  and 
at  an  early  age  became  a  member  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  at  her  death  was  a  firm  be- 
liever in  the  doctrines  of  that  church.  In  January, 
1881,  Mr.  Riley  was  again  married,  this  time  wed- 
ding Miss  Mary  E.  Dunham,  daughter  of  Jonathan 
Dunham.  Both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Riley  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  takes  an  active  in- 
terest in  local  politics.  In  1872  he  was  elected 
supervisor,  and  has  since  served  several  times  as 
treasurer  of  the  school  board.      In  1871  he  immi- 
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grated  to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Webster  County, 
and  May  19,  1871,  homesteaded  the  first  160  acres 
of  land  entered  in  the  county;  to  him  also  belongs 
the  honor  of  building  the  first  frame  house  ever 
erected  in  this  part  of  the  county.  Mr.  Riley  came 
to  Nebraska  with  the  expectation  of  making  it  his 
permanent  home,  and  to  this  end  has  placed  the 
land  under  good  cultivation,  erected  neat  build- 
ings, has  planted  a  grove  and  an  orchard,  and  has 
made  many  imjarovements.  He  cultivates  160  acres 
of  land,  and  is  engaged  extensively  in  the  raising 
of  cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  Mr.  Riley  is  among 
the  honored  and  honorable  pioneers  of  Webster 
County. 

John  O.  Riley,  a  prosperous  farmer,  and  an 
extensive  stock-raiser  living  on  Section  14,  Town- 
ship 4,  Range  9,  Webster  County,  was  born  in  Ross 
County.  Ohio,  on  April  14, 1843,  the  second  of  nine 
children  born  to  Isaac,  and  Catherine  (Ortman) 
Riley.  [For  parentage  see  sketch  of  Alexander 
Riley  immediately  preceding.]  He  was  a  lad  of 
seven  when  his  parents  decided  to  try  their  fort- 
unes in  the  west,  and  removed  to  Johnson  County, 
Iowa.  There  John  grew  to  manhood,  passing  his 
youth  in  agricultural  pursuits  and  in  attending  the 
common  schools.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Company 
E,  Twenty-eighth  Iowa  Infantry.  He  took  an  act- 
ive part  at  Port  Gibson,  Champion's  Hill,  siege  of 
Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  on  the  Red  River 
expedition.  After  serving  his  country  loyally  and 
well  for  three  years,  he  was  discharged  in  July, 
1865,  and  immediately  after  his  discharge  returned 
to  Iowa,  resuming  farming  operations  there  until 
1871,  when,  in  May  of  that  year,  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska and  entered  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives. 
He  homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he 
immediately  commenced  improvements,  and  to-day 
has  one  of  the  finest  places  in  the  county,  with  a 
beautiful  grove  and  a  fine  orchard.  When  Mr. 
Riley  first  located  on  the  place,  game  of  all  kinds, 
deer  and  buffalo  were  plentiful,  and  his  nearest 
trading  post  was  Grand  Island.  In  1872  he  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Catherine  R.  Morton, 
daughter  of  Juster  and  Polly  (Lewis)  Morton,  born 
in  Iowa,  on  September  18,  1853.  Her  parents 
were  born  in  Ohio  and  Indiana,  respectively,  and 


both  died  in  Iowa.  Eight  children  have  blessed 
their  union;  six  are  still  living,  and  two  dead, 
namely:  Edith  A.  (born  September  9,  1873),  Isaac 
J.  (born  August  15,  1875),  Jay  M.  (born  January 
11,  1878),  Guy  J.  (born  December  19,  1880), 
Charles  C.  (born  August  21,  1882,  died  in  1885), 
Pearl  O.  (born  January  14,  1885,  died  in  1885), 
Archie  (born  November  30,  1886)  and  Cecil  A. 
(born  April  17,  1889).  In  politics  Mr.  Riley  is  a 
Democrat.  He  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance 
and  the  G.  A.  R. ,  affiliating  with  C.  A.  Arthiir  Post 
No.  242,  Lawrence,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  He 
has  been  on  the  school  board  in  District  No.  5,  and 
takes  an  active  interest  in  school  and  church  mat 
ters,  as  well  as  in  all  things  for  the  good  of  the 
community. 

Alcetas  Riley  owes  his  nativity  to  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  where  he  was  born  in  1844,  the  third  child 
born  to  the  union  of  Isaac  and  Catherine  (Ortman) 
Riley.  [For  parentage  see  sketch  of  Alexander 
Riley.]  At  the  age  of  six  years  he  went  with  his 
parents  to  Johnson  County,  Iowa,  and  remained 
with  his  parents  on  the  farm  until  he  had  reached 
his  seventeenth  year,  when  he  left  home  to  learn 
the  blacksmith' s  trade.  This  occupation  he  followed 
in  Iowa  for  eight  years.  In  1871,  in  company 
with  his  two  brothers,  Alexander  and  John,  he 
came  to  Webster  County,  homesteaded  the  land 
on  which  he  now  lives,  and  "bached  it"  for  the 
next  six  years.  Becoming  tired  of  single  blessed- 
ness he  persuaded  Miss  Mary  H.  Laird  to  share  his 
lot,  and  on  March  22,  1877,  they  were  married. 
Their  wedded  life  has  not  been  blessed  with  any 
children,  but  seven  years  ago  they  adopted  two 
children,  Ida  M.  and  Charles  A.,  now  sixteen 
years  and  twelve  years  of  age,  respectively,  who  lend 
gladness  to  their  home.  Mrs.  Riley  was  born  in 
Pennsylvania  in  1838,  the  daughter  of  Samuel 
Laird.  Mr.  Riley  owns  his  original  farm  of  100 
acres  of  land,  which  is  now  well  improved,  with  a 
nice  grove  and  orchard,  and  good  buildings,  and 
is  extensively  engaged  in  raising  stock.  He  has 
seen  the  entire  growth  and  development  of  the 
county  fi'om  the  start,  for  he  came  here  when  the 
country  was  wild  and  but  thinly  inhabited;  he  did 
his  trading  at  Beatrice   and  other  distant  points. 
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He  has  been  very  successful  since  his  location 
(chiefly  the  result  of  his  own  hard  labor  and  good 
management),  and  is  well  satisfied  to  make  his 
permanent  home  in  Nebraska.  In  his  political 
views  Mr.  Riley  affiliates  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  local  politics. 
He  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  the  I.  O. 
O.  F. 

Austin  Riley  was  born  in  Johnson  County, 
Iowa,  March  26,  1853,  the  seventh  child  born  to 
Isaac  and  Catherine  Riley,  previously  referred  to  in 
the  sketch  of  Alexander  Riley.  He  was  reared  on 
the  farm,  attending  the  common  schools  of  his 
county,  and  finished  his  education  at  the  Blairs- 
town  Seminary,  under  the  management  of  the 
German  Reformed  Church.  At  the  age  of  seven- 
teen he  started  in  life  on  his  own  account  by  en- 
gaging in  agricultural  pursuits  in  his  native  State. 
In  the  spring  of  1874  he  immigrated  to  Webster 
County,  whither  his  brothers,  Alexander,  John 
and  Alectas,  had  immigrated  in  1871,  and  home- 
steaded  1(30  acres  of  land  in  Section  20,  Oak 
Creek  Township.  The  same  year  he  entered  the 
place  on  which  he  now  lives,  and  subsequently 
purchased  eighty  acres  of  railroad  land.  In  1876 
he  married  Miss  Emily  M. ,  daughter  of  J.  D. 
Morton,  of  Iowa  County,  Iowa.  She  was  born 
February  2,  1857.  Their  union  has  been  blessed 
in  the  birth  of  nine  children,  viz. :  Nettie  V.  (born 
November  28,  1878,  died  August  18,  1879),  an  in- 
fant son  (born  October  14,  1879,  died  October  15, 
1879),  Jessie  H.  (born  January  10,  1881),  Preston 
C.  (born  August  13,  1882),  Florence  G.  (born 
May  19,  188-t),  Oliver  E.  (born  June  23,  1885), 
Lewis  O.  (born  May  8,  1887),  Edith  A.  (born  Sep- 
tember 10,  1888)  and  Isaac  (born  February  8,  1890). 
The  improvements  on  Mr.  Riley's  place  are  much 
above  the  average.  He  has  a  fine  young  orchard, 
a  comfortable  house,  commodious  barns,  granaries, 
etc.  He  is  extensively  engaged  in  farming,  but 
devotes  considerable  attention  to  stock-raising — 
horses,  cattle,  mules  and  hogs.  Mr.  Riley  votes 
the  Democratic  ticket,  and  is  interested  in  all  mat- 
ters pertaining  to  the  good  of  the  community. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is 
now  serving  as  president  of  the  same. 


Charles  D.  Robinson  is  a  young  man  who  pos- 
sesses those  attributes  which  are  essential  to  a  suc- 
cessful career  through  life — honesty,  intelligence 
and  perseverance — and  is  now  the  efficient  cashier 
of  the  Blue  Hill  Bank.  He  was  born  in  Prophets- 
town,  Whiteside  County,  111.,  May  8,  1858,  and  is 
a  son  of  Edward  B.  and  Nellie  J.  (Thomas)  Rob 
inson,  who  were  born  in  Vermont  and  Connection 
in  December,  1833,  and  August,  1837,  respectively 
Their  marriage  occurred  in  1855,  and  of  seven  chil- 
di'en  born  to  them  Charles  D.  is  the  second,  and 
four  sons  and  a  daughter  are  now  living.  The  par 
ents  are  residents  of  Hastings,  Neb.  The  paterna 
grandparents  are  Benjamin  and  Mary  (Dodge) 
Robinson,  the  latter  of  whom  was  born  in  England, 
and  the  maternal  grandfather,  Albert  Thomas,  was 
born  near  Hartford,  Conn.  When  Charles  D.  Rob- 
inson was  between  five  and  six  years  of  age,  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Wyanet,  Bureau  County,  III,  where 
his  boyhood  and  early  youth  were  spent.  He  at 
tended  the  common  schools  until  he  reached  his 
seventeenth  year,  and  in  the  spring  of  1876  he  en- 
tered Rutledge'  s  Boys  Grammar  School,  of  Phila- 
delphia, Pa.,  which  he  attended  two  years. 
Upon  returning  to  Illinois,  he.  for  one  year,  acted 
as  assistant  postmaster  at  Sheffield,  but  resigned 
this  position,  and  in  February,  1879,  went  to  Lead- 
ville,  Colo. ,  where  he  secured  the  position  of  mailing 
clerk  in  the  Leadville  postoffice,  which  he  held  five 
years.  His  arrival  in  Blue  Hill,  Neb. ,  occvirred  in 
March,  1884,  and  he  almost  immediately  formed  a 
partnership  with  his  brother,  Thomas  A.,  in  the 
grocery  business,  the  firm  being  known  as  Robin- 
son Bros.,  and  continued  until  the  spring  of  1886. 
In  August,  1888,  Mr.  Robinson  became  book-keeper 
in  the  banking  firm  of  Simpson  &  Martin,  and  upon 
the  organization  of  the  Blue  Hill  Bank,  August  1, 
1889,  he  was  made  its  cashier,  and  has  held 
the  position  ever  since.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W. ,  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  is 
one  of  the  enterprising  and  wide-awake  young  bus- 
iness men  of  this  section.  He  was  married  Feb- 
ruary 28,  1889,  to  Miss  Edith  Wilson,  a  native  of 
Ohio,  and  a  daughter  of  Moses  Wilson,  of  Hastings. 
Their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child, 
Bruce. 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


Claas  Rose.  Of  the  mauy  substantial  citizens 
of  Webster  County  of  foreign  birth,  none  are  more 
worthy  of  prominent  mention  than  Claas  Rose, 
who  was  born  in  Germany  in  18-43,  and  now  lives 
on  Section  29-4-9,  Oak  Creek  Township.  His 
father,  Chris  Rose,  was  born  in  Germany,  there 
grew  to  manhood,  subsequently  marrying  Miss 
Elska  Christians,  also  born  in  Germany,  by  whom 
he  had  a  family  of  four  children,  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  youngest,  viz. :  Lena,  Matt, 
John  and  Claas.  Both  parents  lived  and  died  in 
their  native  land.  The  subject  of  this  sketch,  like 
all  German  boys,  received  a  good  education,  and 
at  the  age  of  twenty  years,  in  1864,  resolved  to 
seek  his  fortune  in  the  United  States,  and  accord- 
ingly came  to  this  country  and  located  on  a  farm 
in  Grundy  County,  Iowa.  The  year  following 
(1865)  he  married  Miss  Jennie  Show,  daughter  of 
John  Show,  and  they  are  now  the  parents  of  nine 
children — six  boys  and  thi-ee  girls — viz. :  Christian, 
John,  Elso,  Lammert,  Lena,  Harm,  Jennie,  Trina 
and  Claas.  Mr.  Rose  owned  and  farmed  120  acres 
of  land  in  Grundy  County  for  fifteen  years,  but  in 
1880  he  sold  his  farm  and  interests  and  came  to 
Webster  County.  Here  he  purchased  800  acres  of 
good  land,  on  which  he  has  set  out  a  fine  young 
orchard  and  grove,  and  here  he  is  engaged  in  farm  - 
ing  on  a  large  scale,  while  a  creek  running  through 
his  farm  affords  excellent  facilities  for  raising  stock, 
in  which  he  is  also  extensively  occupied.  Mr.  Rose 
is  one  of  the  largest  farmers  in  the  county  and 
owns  a  splendid  property,  which  has  been  accumu- 
lated by  his  own  hard  work  and  good  management. 
He  intends  to  establish  a  grain  business  at  Rose- 
mont  (a  small  town  on  his  farm)  this  year.  He  is 
now  serving  as  treasurer  of  the  school  district,  and 
like  so  many  intelligent  farmers  of  Nebraska,  be- 
longs to  the  Alliance.  Mr.  and  Mi's.  Rose  are 
both  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  he  be- 
ing one  of  the  elders. 

D.  F.  Rudd,  the  present  competent  foreman  of 
the  car  repair  shops  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
River  Railroad,  at  Red  Cloud,  Neb. ,  is  a  native  of 
the  "Hawkeye  State,"  born  in  Keokuk  in  1848,  a 
son  of  Johnson  and  Jane  (Dickson)  Rudd,  who 
were  born   in  the  "  Green  Mountain   State"  and 


England,  respectively.  D.  F.  Rudd  is  one  of  three 
children,  and  in  youth  learned  the  occupation  of 
farming  from  his  uncle,  Fayett  Rudd,  which  occu- 
pation continued  to  receive  his  attention  until  he 
was  twenty-one  years  of  age.  He  then  came  to 
Thayer  County,  Neb. ,  took  a  claim  which  he  proved 
up,  then  engaging  in  the  livery  business,  but  in 
18S0  changed  this  occupation  for  that  of  railroad- 
ing, and  has  served  in  the  capacity  of  foreman  of 
the  car  works  at  Red  Cloud  since  1883.  In  Oc- 
tober, 1864,  he  enlisted  in  the  Fourth  Iowa  Battery, 
and  served  until  the  month  of  July,  1865,  being 
under  Gen.  Cameron  in  Louisiana.  He  has  always 
espoused  the  principles  and  men  of  the  Repub- 
lican party,  and  is  financier  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
of  Red  Cloud,  a  position  he  has  held  since  its  or- 
ganization. He  was  appointed  councilman  of 
the  First  Ward,  and  served  until  1889,  when 
he  was  elected  to  the  same  position  by  the  peo- 
ple, serving  during  the  year  1889.  His  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Griffith  was  celebrated  in 
the  month  of  January,  1870,  she  being  born  in 
Calhoun  County,  111.,  a  daughter  of  Jonathan  and 
Margaret  Griffith.  Her  union  with  Mr.  Rudd  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  eight  children:  Arvilla,  Carl 
H.,  Maud  B.,  Jennie  M.,  John  C,  William  F., 
David  F.,  Jr.,  and  George  L. 

William  R.  Ryker,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Beaver  Township,  Webster  County,  Nob.  In  com 
piling  a  correct  history  of  Webster  County,  together 
with  a  brief  sketch  of  its  most  progressive  and 
prominent  citizens,  the  name  of  Mr.  Ryker  should 
not  be  omitted,  for  he  ia  one  of  the  energetic  and 
subistantial  farmers  of  this  section,  as  well  as  one 
of  the  early  pioneers.  He  is  a  native  of  the 
' '  Hoosier  State,' '  and  was  born  in  Jefferson  County, 
July  6,  1842.  His  paternal  grandfather  was  born 
in  Pennsylvania,  but  moved  to  Indiana  in  the  early 
days  of  its  history,  when  Indians  were  still  numer- 
ous, and  cleared  himself  a  farm  out  of  the  timber. 
Here  his  son,  Peter  V.  Ryker,  the  father  of  our 
subject,  was  born,  and  here  grew  to  manhood,  sub- 
sequently marrying  Miss  Mary  Ann  Robins,  also  a 
native  of  Jefferson  County,  Ind. ,  and  afterward  en- 
gaged very  successfully  in  agricultural  pursuits. 
He  is  now  retired  from  active  life,  and  makes  his 
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home  in  Madison.  His  wife  died  in  Jnly,  1871, 
and  he  has  since  married  again.  William  Ryker 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  remaining 
with  his  father  until  he  had  attained  his  eighteenth 
year,  when,  in  Jnly,  1861,  he  enlisted  as  a  private 
in  Company  A,  Sixth  Indiana  Infantry,  which  was 
the  first  regiment  from  Indiana  to  enter  the  service. 
Among  the  more  important  battles  in  which  he  was 
interested  may  be  mentioned  Shiloh,  Liberty  Gap, 
Chickamaiiga,  Rocky  Face  Ridge,  Resaca,Kenesaw 
Mountain,  siege  of  Corinth,  besides  many  skir- 
mishes. At  Chickamauga  he  was  wounded  in  the 
elbow  by  being  struck  by  a  shell,  and  was  disabled 
and  in  the  hospital  for  about  two  months.  AftrCr  be- 
ing discharged,  in  September,  1864,  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Indiana  and  remained  with  his  father 
on  the  farm  until  1869,  when  he  came  to  Nebraska 
and  settled  in  Nemaha  County  for  about  two  years. 
In  1871  he  came  to  Webster  County,  and  in  March 
of  the  same  year  took  up  his  homestead,  on  which 
he  now  lives,  consisting  of  160  acres  of  good  tilla- 
ble land,  all  of  which  he  has  since  fenced,  and  most 
of  it  under  cultivation,  and  which  is  well  improved 
with  good  buildings,  a  small  orchard,  etc.  Here  he 
bached  for  three  years,  when,  December  27,  187-1, 
Miss  Addie  J.  Sabin  became  his  wife,  and  they  are 
now  the  parents  of  five  children:  Katie  M.,  Guy 
M. ,  Jay  M. ,  Hugh  L.  and  Mabel  G.  Mrs.  Ryker 
was  born  in  Kenosha  County,  Wis. ,  a  daughter  of 
John  Sabin,  who  settled  here  about  1872.  She 
and  husband  are  both  members  of  the  Guide  Rock 
Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Ryker  always  votes  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  served  one  term  as  town- 
ship supervisor  and  nine  years  as  a  member  of  the 
school  lioard. 

H.  C.  Scott,  implement  dealer,  Red  Cloud,  Neb. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  first  opened  his  eyes  to 
this  world  in  Vermilion  County,  111. ,  February  25, 
1841,  and  was  the  youngest  of  nine  children  born 
to  William  and  Hannah  (McEldowney)  Scott,  the 
former  a  farmer  who  emigrated  from  Scotland  to 
America  at  an  early  day.  Ho  finally  located  in 
Vermilion  County,  111.,  where  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  born,  and  soon  after  that  event  took 
place  the  father  died.  During  his  last  illness  he 
would  take  medicine  fi-om  none  but  his  wife,  nor 


would  he  allow  anyone  else  to  wait  upon  him.  At 
his  death  she  was  so  worn  out  with  watching  and 
grief  that  she  survived  him  only  about  three  weeks, 
when  she  also  died,  leaving  nine  children,  most  of 
them  very  young,  to  the  tender  mercies  of  the 
world.  The  eldest  daughter,  who  was  married, 
contimied  to  live  on  the  old  homestead,  but  the 
yoimger  children  all  returned  to  Ohio  to  their 
Grandfather  Scott,  with  whom  they  had  been  but  a 
short  time  when  he  also  died,  and  the  orphans 
were  scattered  among  difFerent  relatives.  Our  sub- 
ject found  a  home  with  his  aunt  until  he  was  four- 
teen years  of  age,  and  then  went  to  Illinois  and 
worked  on  a  farm,  first  as  a  laborer  (hiring  out  by 
the  month),  and  later  engaged  in  farming  for  him- 
self. His  sister,  who  had  remained  in  Illinois  on  the 
homestead,  has  since  died,  as  has  also  her  husband, 
leaving  the  farm  to  the  orphan  children,  and 
neither  our  subject  nor  his  brothers  or  sisters  have 
ever  laid  claim  to  any  portion  of  it,  liut  have  left 
the  children  in  undisturbed  possession.  In  the  fall 
of  1861  he  commenced  recruiting  troops  for  the 
Federal  service  in  Virginia,  and  was  tendered  the 
commission  of  captain.  He  transferred  his  com- 
mission as  captain  to  a  friend  and  procured  a  lieu- 
tenancy for  another,  and  these  two  made  up  the 
number  of  men  he  desired  to  raise  for  the  Union. 
He  was  offered  a  captaincy  in  still  another  com- 
pany, but  this  he  refused,  preferring  to  serve  as 
private  in  the  company  he  had  raised.  His  faith- 
ful and  strict  attention  to  duty  were  soon  noticed 
by  his  superiors,  and  he  was  deservedly  promoted 
to  the  commissary  department,  later  into  the  pio- 
neer corps  as  sergeant,  and  finally  received  the 
commission  of  second  lieutenant,  and  continued  to 
serve  as  such  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  served 
in  Company  G,  under  the  command  of  Gen.  Butler, 
and  later  under  the  command  of  Gen.  John  Gib- 
bons, and  took  active  part  in  many  important 
battles.  After  the  battle  of  Lynchburg,  Mr.  Scott 
and  comrades  lived  on  birch  bark,  beech  bark  and 
mountain  tea  for  nine  days  and  nine  nights.  He 
saw  his  comrades  die  of  starvation,  and  laugh  that 
death  was  calling  them  fi'om  such  a  life;  one  man 
with  whom  he  had  long  been  acquainted  gave  up 
and  called  for  death  to  take  him.      Some  flour  was 
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found  by  one  soldier,  and  the  captain  forced  him  to 
divide  with  the  starving  man,  which  he  did  very 
unwillingly.  They  could  not  at  first  get  the  man 
to  eat  any  of  the  flour  and  water,  and  indeed  were 
obliged  to  force  his  mouth  open  and  make  him  take 
it.  He  recovered,  and  lived  to  be  wounded  in  a 
subsequent  battle,  and  is  alive  to-day.  Mr.  Scott 
also  participated  in  the  battles  of  Cedar  Creek, 
Winchester,  Gettysburg,  Chicahominy,  Chapman's 
Farm,  Bermiida  Hundred,  Hatchie's  Run,  Peters- 
burg, Appomattox  Court  House.  At  this  latter 
battle  he  saw  Lee's  white  flag  go  up,  the  first  evi- 
dence to  him  of  Union  victory.  He  was  tired  and 
worn  out,  and  lay  down  and  took  a  sound  sleep, 
and  was  awakened  by  the  voices  of  the  Confederate 
soldiers  coming  among  them.  He  returned  to  Ohio 
at  the  close  of  the  war,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  for  three  years,  then  went  to  Hlinois.  and  spent 
a  year  and  a  half  in  farming  in  that  State,  and  in 
1870  came  to  Red  Cloud,  when  the  town  site  was 
first  laid  out,  and  there  was  hardly  a  soul  here.  He 
took  up  a  homestead  four  and  one-half  miles  north- 
west of  this  place,  and  tilled  the  soil  until  1885, 
when  he  gave  up  farming  to  accept  the  office  of 
sheriff,  to  which  he  had  been  elected.  He  served 
four  years  in  this  capacity,  with  honor  to  himself 
and  satisfaction  to  all  the  law-abiding  citizens  of 
the  county.  Mr.  Scott  is  a  splendid  specimen  of 
physical  manhood  and  an  individual  of  unusual 
strength.  In  his  early  years,  when  active  and  thin, 
he  weighed  some  200  pounds,  but  now  weighs 
much  more.  After  his  term  of  office  as  sheriff  was 
ended  he  opened  his  present  business,  and  has 
since  continued  it,  enjoying  an  extended  and  re- 
munerative patronage.  He  still  owns  his  farm, 
comprising  some  240  acres  of  land.  By  his  mar- 
riage to  Miss  Melissa  McCaskey,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
born  in  Steubenville  in  1860,  he  is  the  father  of 
five  children:  George,  Sarah,  Lena,  Edith  and 
May.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Scott  is  a  stanch 
Republican.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. ,  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  other  societies. 

F.  P.  Shields,  editor  and  proprietor  of  The 
Webster  County  Alliance,  was  born  in  Illinois. 
He  embarked  in  the  newspaper  business  about 
1880,  and  has  been  connected  with  some  of  the 


leading  Iowa  journals,  among  which  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Des  Moines  Leader  and  Ottumwa  Press, 
Chariton  Patriot  and  Lucas  Recorder.  Three 
years  ago  he  put  in  the  Leader  plant  at  Blue  Hill, 
a  paper  which  is  now  in  active  operation.  His 
latest  journalistic  effort  was  that  of  establishing 
The  Alliance,  at  Red  Cloud,  Neb.  This  is  a  paper 
of  vast  importance  to  the  farmer  and  laboring  class 
generally.  Mr.  Shields  bears  the  reputation  among 
his  brother  publishers  of  being  a  successful  news- 
paper man,  and  his  editorial  ability  is  recognized 
wherever  he  is  known. 

Edmond  W.  Shirley,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Stillwater  Township,  Webster  County,  is  living  on 
the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  16,  Town  3, 
Range  9.  Although  born  in  the  ' '  Blue  Grass 
State,"  Mr.  Shirley  knows  very  little  about  his 
native  State,  as  his  parents,  Miletus  and  Irene 
(Johnson)  Shirley,  moved  fi'om  Kentucky  when  he 
was  but  two  years  of  age,  and  located  in  Boone 
County,  Ind.,  where  they  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil,  subsequently  moving  to  Vermilion  County, 
and  in  1882  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  where 
the  father  died  in  1887.  The  mother  is  still  living, 
and  makes  her  home  with  one  of  her  sons  in 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  Edmond  W.  Shirley  was 
born  in  Scott  County,  Ky.,  in  1837,  and  was  the 
oldest  of  nine  children,  their  names  being  Edmond 
W.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Melissa,  Bede  W., 
William  B.,  Doc.  P.,  Jemima  J.,  Thomas  M. , 
Daniel  and  Ruhaney  (deceased).  Edmond  W. 
Shirley  started  out  on  his  own  account  by  engaging 
in  farming  in  1858,  and  the  same  year  was  united 
in  marriage  to  Miss  Dolly  Helton,  daughter  of 
Joseph  and  Millie  (Smith)  Helton,  born  in  Ken- 
tucky in  1843,  and  immediately  after  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Vermilion  County,  111.,  remaining  there 
until  1880,  at  that  time  coming  to  Webster  County, 
Neb. ,  and  settling  on  the  place  where  he  now  lives. 
He  purchased  school  land  and  has  since  paid  for 
it  all.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Shirley  are  the  parents  of 
nine  children,  eight  of  whom  are  living,  viz. :  Lu- 
ella  (married  to  Joseph  Howe,  and  living  in  Web- 
ster County),  Willis  M.  (died  in  1863  in  his  third 
year),  William  B.  (resides  in  this  county,  and  is 
engaged  in  farming),  Ida  J.  (is  now  Mrs.  Teel,  and 
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resides  in  Frontier  Coiint}%  Neb.),  Joseph  F.  (re- 
sides with  his  father),  and  Rena  M. ,  Miletus  T., 
Thomas  C.  and  Minnie  D.  (all  at  home).  Mr. 
Shirley  and  wife  belong  to  the  Christian  Church. 
The  former  takes  considerable  interest  in  local 
politics,  always  votes  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  lately  served  on  the  school  board.  He  be- 
longs to  the  Alliance. 

A.  M.  Siraerson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.  Mr.  Simerson  owes  his  nativity  to  the 
Empire  State,  where  his  birth  occurred  in  1850, 
and  he  is  now  following  a  calling  that  has  for  ages 
received  undivided  efforts  from  many  worthy  indi- 
viduals, and  one  that  always  furnishes  sustenance 
to  the  ready  worker.  He  was  the  youngest  of 
four  children  born  to  Thomas  T.  and  Mary  Ann 
(Livingston)  Simerson,  natives  also  of  New  York 
State.  In  1850  the  father  moved  to  Kilbourn  City, 
Wis.,  engaged  in  agricultural  pui'suits,  and  made 
that  city  his  home  the  remainder  of  his  days.  The 
mother  died  there  in  1851,  and  the  father  ten 
years  later.  A.  M.  Simerson  passed  his  early  life 
in  assisting  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  became 
perfectly  familiar  with  the  details  of  farm  life. 
He  received  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Jeffer 
son  and  Walworth  Counties,  Wis.,  and  began 
farming  for  himself  in  Rock  County,  of  that 
State.  In  August,  1870,  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Lucy  J.  Reynolds,  a  native  of  Polk  County,  Wis., 
and  the  daughter  of  Lewis  and  Maria  (Snyder) 
Reynolds,  natives  of  New  York,  who  settled  in 
Rock  County,  Wis.,  in  about  1839.  There  they 
both  passed  the  remainder  of  their  days.  A.  M. 
Simerson  farmed  in  Wisconsin  until  1874,  when  he 
emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  o^aened  up  160  acres  of 
land  in  Silver  Lake  Township,  Adams  County,  and 
in  1878  purchased  160  acres  of  land  in  Webster 
County.  In  1883  he  sold  his  homestead,  and  in 
1SS2  moved  to  his  present  farm.  He  is  now  the 
owner  of  240  acres  of  land,  all  in  a  good  state  of 
cultivation,  and  raises  a  good  grade  of  stock,  prin- 
cipally hogs.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in 
politics,  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is 
one  of  the  representative  men  of  the  county.  Mr. 
Simerson  was  a  member  of  the  school  board  in 
Adams    Coimty,    and    assi.sted  in    organizing   the 


school  district.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  a  man  much  respected  and  esteemed 
in  the  county.  To  his  marriage  were  born  two 
children:  Lean  Elsworth  and  Myrtie. 

John  Simpson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Oak 
Creek  Township,  Webster  County.  Foreign  coun- 
tries have  bequeathed  to  America  some  of  her 
best  and  most  brilliant  citizens,  and  the  Emerald 
Isle  has  not  been  behind  in  the  quality  of  her 
contributions  to  the  strong  and  vigorous  growth 
of  this  country.  To  her  Webster  County  is  in- 
debted for  one  of  its  prominent  and  successful 
agriculturists — John  Simpson,  who  was  born  in 
County  Donegal,  Ireland,  in  1825,  the  third  in  a 
family  of  eight  children,  raised  by  William  and 
Catherine  (McMonigal)  Simpson.  William  Simp- 
son was  born  in  Ireland,  a  son  of  John  Simpson, 
and  was  there  reared  to  maturity;  after  reaching 
years  of  discretion  he  learned  the  wheelwright's 
trade,  at  which  he  afterward  worked  in  connec- 
tion with  carpentry  and  building.  He  married 
Catherine  McMonigal  in  1821,  and  by  her  became 
the  father  of  eight  children,  viz. :  Margaret,  Cath- 
erine, John  (our  subject),  William,  Jacob,  Mary  A., 
Rebecca  and  Isabelle.  He  died  at  St.  Johns,  N.  B. . 
in  1853.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  spent  his  boy- 
hood in  Ireland,  where  he  attended  the  common 
school,  starting  out  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
six,  in  1851.  The  same  year  he  was  united  in  matri- 
monial bonds  with  Miss  Elizabeth  Jenkins,  who  was 
born  in  the  same  county  as  our  subject,  and  the 
following  year  he  and  wife  emigrated  to  America. 
He  first  located  in  Philadelphia,  where  he  clerked 
for  a  number  of  years,  first  in  a  foundry  and  later 
in  a  general  store.  He  remained  here  for  four 
years,  and  then  in  1855  he  decided  to  seek  his  fort- 
une in  the  west,  and  accordingly  located  in  Stephen - 
sou  County,  111.,  where  he  farmed  with  varying 
success  until  1873.  At  that  time  the  tide  of  immi 
gration  to  Nebraska  had  just  set  in;  Mr.  Simpson 
and  family  were  caught  in  its  current,  which  car- 
ried them  away  from  his  home  in  Illinois,  and 
landed  them  in  Webster  County.  Upon  arriving 
here,  he  took  up  a  "claim"'  of  160  acres,  to  which 
he  has  since  added,  until  he  is  now  the  owner  of 
200  acres  of  excellent  land,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
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proved,  with  good  buildings,  a  thriving  orchard 
and  grove,  fences,  etc.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers 
of  this  section,  having  come  to  the  county  when  it 
was  entirely  new,  and  he  has  not  been  behind  in 
helping  along  its  growth  and  improvement, 
which  he  has  witnessed  from  the  start.  He 
has  held  a  number  of  local  offices  of  trust  and 
honor,  among  them  being  that  of  road  overseer,  to 
which  office  he  was  elected  in  1875,  and  held  for 
six  consecutive  years.  He  was  elected  township  as- 
sessor in  1887,  and  is  now  serving  in  that  capacity,  as 
well  as  that  of  township  treasurer  and  collector,  and 
for  the  last  two  years  has  been  serving  on  the  school 
board.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  takes 
a  deep  interest  in  politics,  as  well  as  in  schools  and 
churches,  and  all  things  for  the  improvement  of 
the  county.  He  and  wife  are  both  members  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  highly  esteemed  and 
respected  in  the  community,  where  they  have  lived 
an  upright  and  consistent  life  for  sixteen  years. 
They  have  reared  seven  children  to  honest  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  have  lost  two  who  died 
in  infancy,  viz. :  William  (who  was  born  in  1852, 
is  married  and  farms  in  Webster  County),  Rebecca 
J.  (born  in  1854,  died  in  infancy),  John  (born  in 
1855),  Theresa  (born  in  1857,  is  now  Mrs.  Hol- 
brook  of  this  county),  Jemima  (born  in  1858,  is 
now  Mrs.  Japies  of  this  county),  Alfred  (was  born 
in  1860),  Edmund  (born  in  1862,  is  unmarried  and 
at  home  with  his  parents),  Charlotte  (born  in  1863, 
is  now  Mrs.  Stevens),  and  the  youngest  child,  Her- 
bert (born  in  1866,  died  in  infancy). 

Robert  A.  Simpson,  a  pioneer  citizen  of  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.,  and  president  of  the  Blue  Hill 
Bank,  is  a  native  of  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  and  like  most 
native  New  Yorkers  has  been  industrious,  en- 
terprising and  intelligent.  His  birth  occurred  on 
January  17,  1854,  and  he  is  a  son  of  James  P.  and 
Amanda  J.  (Probasso)  Simpson,  the  former  of 
whom  was  born  in  Geneva,  N.  Y. ,  April  19,  1829, 
a  son  of  Robert  and  Julia  Simpson,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  Scotland,  and  emigrated  to 
America  in  1827.  During  their  passage  across  the 
ocean,  the  vessel  in  which  they  sailed  was  ship- 
wrecked at  Anticosti  Island,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  distance  had  to  be  made   in   another  vessel. 


Mrs.  Amanda  J.  (Probasso)  Simpson  was  born  in 
New  York,  July  16,  1831,  being  a  daughter  of 
Joseph  Probasso,  a  Frenchman  by  descent.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his 
native  city  of  Geneva,  and  received  an  excellent 
education  in  the  public  schools,  graduating  fi'om 
the  high  school  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Dur- 
ing his  last  year  as  a  student  he  also  acted  as  a  tu- 
tor in  the  school  he  was  attending,  and  immediate- 
ly after  graduation  he  accompained  his  parents  to 
Clinton  County  ,  Iowa,  where,  during  the  following 
six  years  he  taught  school  in  the  winter  and  farmed 
in  summer.  In  August,  1879,  he  determined  to  see 
what  the  State  of  Nebraska  had  in  store  for  him, 
and  during  the  following  winter  he  taught  school 
at  the  village  of  Dyer's  Mill  in  Adams  County. 
He  came  to  Blue  Hill  in  February,  1880,  and  is 
now  a  substantial  and  influential  citizen  of  this 
place.  Here  he  first  engaged  in  the  real  estate 
business,  but  in  December,  1881,  he  formed  a  part- 
nership in  the  banking  business  with  Frank  A. 
Sweezy,  and  the  firm  of  Simpson  &  Sweezy  started 
a  private  bank.  In  September,  1885,  Mr.  Sweezy 
was  succeeded  by  I.  O.  Martin,  the  firm  becoming 
Simpson  &  Martin,  and  continued  until  April  1, 
1889,  when  Mr.  Martin  was  succeeded  by  John  O. 
Burgess.  The  bank  was  organized  as  a  State  bank 
with  a  capital  of  $50,000  on  August  1,  1889,  at 
which  time  Mr.  Simpson  was  made  president,  a 
position  he  still  holds.  He  was  married  Septem- 
ber 27,  1881,  to  Miss  Maiy  E.  Miller,  a  native  of 
Scott  Coiiuty,  Iowa,  born  July  16,  1856,  and  a 
daughter  of  William  C.  and  Mary  J.  (Speer)  Mil- 
ler, both  of  whom  were  born  in  Pennsylvania.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Simpson  are  the  parents  of  an  only  son, 
Howard  M.,  born  September  13,  1882,  and  are 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  The  former 
is  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  A.  O.  U. 
W.,  and  in  his  political  views  is  a  devoted  mem 
ber  of  the  Republican  party.  He  has  been  a  sue 
cessful  financier,  and  is  the  owner  of  720  acres  of 
good  land  in  Webster  and  Adams  Counties,  besides 
valuable  property  in  Blue  Hill.  He  is  one  of  the 
foremost  men  in  securing  the  success  of  worthy 
enterprises,  and  his  opinions  on  all  matters  of  im- 
portance are  sound  and  intelligent. 
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Albert  C.  Smith.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
is  one  of  the  early  pioneers  of  Harmouy  Town- 
ship, and  resides  on  Section  14,  where  he  is  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising  on  quite  an 
extensive  scale.  Born  in  Niagara  County,  N. 
Y.,  on  April  24,  1836,  he  was  reared  to  farm  life 
and  received  an  excellent  education,  which  has  ad- 
mirably fitted  him  for  the  practical  issues  of  life. 
When  he  was  six  years  of  age  his  father  moved 
his  family  to  Rock  County,  Wis.,  and  there  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  stock-raising,  and  there  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood.  He  was 
the  third  in  a  family  of  four — three  boys  and  one 
girl — as  follows:  Jeanetto  (born  in  May,  1832,  mar 
ried  Mr.  George  Plater,  who  enlisted  in  the  "  100- 
days'  call, ' '  in  the  late  war,  took  ill  while  in  serv- 
ice, and  died  in  the  hospital  at  Memphis,  Tenn. , 
leaving  a  widow  and  four  children,  who  now  reside 
at  Bradford,  Wis.),  Barrett  H.  (born  in  April, 
1834,  was  married  in  Now  York,  in  1864,  to  Miss 
Hattie  Rose,  a  native  of  the  "Empire  State,"  by 
whom  he  became  the  father  of  three  children,  one 
boy  and  two  girls.  He  has  been  a  printer  all  his 
life,  but  has  lately  devoted  his  attention  to  farming, 
and  is  very  successfully  engaged  in  that  occupa- 
tion in  La  Prairie,  Wis. ),  William  A.  (was  born  in 
July,  1841,  received  his  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Wisconsin,  and  is  now  residing  with  his 
brother,  Albert  C ,  on  their  homestead  in  Harmony 
Township.  Both  are  unmarried).  In  1874  Albert 
C.  Smith  came  to  this  county  and  purchased  of 
George  Douglass  160  acres,  thirty  acres  of  which 
were  broken,  and  upon  which  was  a  cabin.  He  im- 
mediately took  possession  of  the  place,  and  has 
since  brought  it  to  its  high  state  of  cultivation.  At 
that  time  the  nearest  market  for  grain  was  Beatrice, 
120  miles  distant.  Now  the  rajsid  civilization  and 
advancement  of  this  wonderful  State  affords  such 
railroad  facilities  that  at  present  good  markets  and 
flourishing  towns  and  villages  are  brought  in  close 
proximity.  Mr.  Smith's  farm  lies  within  two  and 
one-half  miles  of  Bladen,  a  flourishing  little  town 
of  800  inhabitants,  with  a  thriving,  enterprising 
populace  of  business  men  afPording  a  good  market 
for  grain  and  live  stock.  Mr.  Smith  was  a  resident 
of  Harmony  Township  when  Hastings  was  but  a 


hamlet,  and  at  Red  Cloud  there  were  only  two 
stores,  while  Bladen  was  unknown.  He  has  often 
seen  the  portions  of  tribes  of  the  Omahas,  Paw- 
nees and  Otoes  passing  his  home.  Mr.  Smith  is 
an  active  and  interested  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  being  also  a  member  of  the  executive 
committee  in  his  vicinity.  The  Alliance  Associa- 
tion is  an  organization  which  is  being  built  up 
strenuously  by  the  representative  and  prominent 
farmers  of  the  State  of  Noliraska,  and  promises  to 
be  a  formidable  enemy  to  all  corporations,  monop- 
olies and  cliques,  which  tend  to  prrll  the  farmer 
down.  The  farmer  feeds  all,  and  if  the  mass  of 
husbandmen  hold  together,  they  are  bound  to  ac- 
complish that  which  they  have  endeavored  to  per- 
form. Mr.  Smith  has  been  an  ardent  supporter 
of  all  mimicipal  affairs  in  his  township  and  coun- 
ty. He  has  served  as  justice  of  the  peace,  and 
now  holds  the  position  of  moderator  of  the  school 
district,  and  stanchly  upholds  the  upbuilding 
of  the  glorious  free-school  system  of  the  banner 
State  of  Nebraska.  He  expresses  himself  as  posi- 
tively in  favor  of  excellent  and  well-qualifled  in- 
structors, and  highly  in  favor  of  elevating  the 
status  of  local  education.  Although  not  a  mem- 
ber of  any  religious  denomination  Mr.  Smith  has 
been  brought  up  under  careful  and  Christian 
teachings,  by  parents  who  were  strict  adherents 
to  the  Congregational  Church,  and  he  holds  a  high 
regard  for  all  religious  institutions.  He  is  a  gen- 
tleman who  strives  to  keep  himself  well  posted 
upon  the  practical  and  political  issiies  which  are 
uppermost  in  the  minds  of  the  public,  and  is  a 
close  reader  and  observer  of  all  important  changes 
which  take  place  in  his  State  and  county.  Mr. 
Smith  expects  to  pass  his  life  in  the  State  of  his 
adoption — Nebraska;  he  is  well  fixed  in  life,  and 
holds  the  confidence  and  high  appreciation  of  all 
his  friends  and  neighbors.  He  attends  strictly  to 
his  home  affairs,  and  lives  happily  and  contented 
with  his  brother,  William,  on  the  homestead  in 
Harmony  Township,  where  he  is  ever  ready  to 
receive  his  friends  with  a  cordiality  which  is  char- 
acteristic of  the  gentleman. 

Dr.    William  H.    Snook,    although    young    in 
years,  has  already  acquired  an  enviable  reputation 
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as  a  medical  practitioner,  and  has  built  up  a  large 
and  paying  practice  among  the  best  class  of  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  His  native  birthplace  was 
JefPerson  County,  Iowa,  where  he  was  born  on 
February  12,  1863,  to  Henry  and  Amy  Snook,  both 
of  whom  were  Pennsylvanians,  the  former  being 
the  son  of  Peter  Snook,  the  latter' s  father  having 
emigrated  from  Germany,  his  native  land,  to  this 
county  in  early  times.  Henry  Snook  was  married 
about  LS40,  and  of  a  family  of  eight  children  born 
to  himself  and  wife,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  youngest,  three  sons  and  two  daugh- 
ters are  now  living.  The  father,  who  was  a  farmer 
by  occupation,  died  in  January,  1875,  his  wife 
passing  from  life  in  December,  1882.  Dr.  Will- 
iam H.  Snook  labored  upon  a  farm  in  his  native 
county  in  his  youth,  and  after  obtaining  such  edu- 
cation as  could  be  had  in  the  common  schools,  he, 
in  the  fall  of  1881,  entered  Parson's  College,  of 
Fairfield,  Iowa,  graduating  from  the  same  at  the 
end  of  three  years.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  took 
up  the  occupation  of  teaching  as  a  temporary  pur- 
suit and,  altogether,  taught  six  terms,  five  in  Jef- 
ferson County,  Iowa,  and  one  in  Seward  County, 
Neb.  While  thus  engaged,  he  began  the  study  of 
medicine,  and  in  the  fall  of  1SS6  enttu-ed  the  Col- 
lege of  Physicians  and  Surgeons  of  Keokuk,  Iowa, 
and  graduated  February  28,  1888,  after  attending 
two  terms.  He  at  once  began  the  practice  of  his 
profession  in  Elmwood,  Neb.,  making  his  home 
there  until  the  fall  of  1889,  since  which  time  he  has 
resided  in  Blue  Hill,  where  he  is  very  well  and 
favorably  known.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Netta 
Anstine  took  place  on  October  23,  1886,  she  being 
a  native  of  Fond  du  Lac,  Wis.,  born  in  1865,  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Ruth  Anstine,  the  former,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  latter  of  Virginia. 
Mrs.  Snook  is  also  a  graduate  of  Parson's  College, 
of  Fairfield,  Iowa,  and  for  a  number  of  years  was 
a  successful  school  teacher  in  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska. 

Daniel  Snyder  is  another  of  the  enterprising 
and  successful  farmers  of  this  section,  and  as  such 
a  brief  outline  of  his  life  will  be  read  with  inter- 
est. He  was  born  in  Louisa  County,  Iowa,  No- 
vember   13,   1849,   a    son  of   Philip  and   Rebecca 


(Thomas)  Snyder,  the  former  born  in  Germany,  and 
the  latter  in  Pennsylvania.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  in  1880  he  moved  to  this  county  and  purchased 
160  acres  of  land,  on  which  he  has  since  erected  a 
good  house,  barns,  sheds,  etc.  He  has  been  very 
successful  since  coming  to  this  place,  and  as  the 
result  of  his  energy,  industry  and  good  manage 
ment,  has  his  farm  well  stocked  and  improved,  and 
has  one  of  the  finest  places  in  this  township.  Jan- 
uary 9, 1882,  Miss  Mary  Witter,  a  native  of  Switzer- 
land, became  his  wife.  Both  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Evangelical  Church.  Mr.  Snyder 
is  actively  interested  in  politics,  and  votes  the  Re- 
publican ticket.  He  is  now  serving  as  constable 
and  treasurer  of  Line  Township,  in  which  capacity 
he  is  giving  perfect  satisfaction,  and  is  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  this  section. 

Norman  Springer,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Bla- 
den, Neb.  Mr.  Sjjringer,  one  of  the  foremost  and 
most  successful  agriculturists  of  the  county,  was 
born  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio,  in  1833,  and  was 
the  fourth  of  ten  children  born  to  Benjamin  and 
Rebecca  (Mott)  Springer,  the  father  a  native  of 
New  York,  and  the  mother  of  Vermont.  The  par 
ents  were  married  in  New  York,  moved  from  there 
to  Ohio,  and  in  1838  to  Illinois,  where  they  re- 
sided until  1844,  and  then  moved  to  Grant  Coun- 
ty, Wis.  The  mother  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1886. 
Norman  Springer  was  reared  to  farm  life,  and 
educated  in  the  subscription  schools  of  Wisconsin, 
being  obliged  to  walk  a  distance  of  five  miles  to 
get  his  education.  At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he 
came  west,  and  spent  the  winters  in  the  pineries, 
and  the  summers  freighting  from  Nebraska  City  to 
Fort  Laramie,  Fort  Kearney  and  to  all  the  princi- 
pal trading  posts  on  the  frontier.  He  made  two 
trips  with  Kit  Carson  across  the  plains  to  Fort  Hall. 
His  wagon  train  was  burned  by  the  Mormons  at 
Green  River  in  1857.  He  remained  on  the  plains 
from  1852  to  1869,  freighting,  and  thus  became 
familiar  with  the' western  country.  He  spent  a 
few  years  in  California  and  Nevada,  engaged  in 
mining,  and  was  wounded  by  the  Indians  at  Thirty- 
two-mile  Creek,  by  an  arrow  in  the  shoulder.  In 
1869  he  returned  to  the  States,  and  for  some  time 
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was  engaged  in  farming  in  Wisconsin.  He  was 
married  in  1872  in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  to  Mrs. 
Martha  Simons,  nee  Williams,  a  native  of  Grant 
County,  Wis.,  and  the  daughter  of  Freeman  and 
Elizabeth  (Haywood)  Williams,  the  father  a  native 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  mother  of  Missouri.  Mr. 
Williams,  when  a  boy,  or  in  1828,  went  to  what 
is  now  Grant  County,  Wis.  He  was  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  and  served  as  a  scoiit  during- the  entire 
service.  For  three  months  he  was  an  aid-de  camp 
for  Gen.  Dodge  on  the  Bad  Axe,  and  now  resides 
in  Grant  County,  Wis.  Mrs.  W^illiams  died  about 
1865.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Springer  moved  to 
Webster  County,  Neb. ,  settling  on  his  present  farm, 
consisting  of  160  acres,  all  well  improved  and  well 
cultivated.  He  has  a  good  bearing  orchard  of 
apple  and  cherry  trees,  and  has  all  kinds  of  small 
fi'uit.  He  raises  considerable  stock  and  is  a  prom- 
inent farmer.  He  is  active  in  politics,  votes  the 
Republican  ticket,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Baptist  Church  at  Bladen,  and  he  is  one  of  the 
trustees  of  the  same.  The  fruits  of  his  marriage 
are  as  follows:  Albert,  Charles,  Norman,  Bliss,  and 
Ada  (who  died  in  1874  at  the  age  of  one  year).  By 
her  former  marriage  Mrs.  Springer  has  one  daugh- 
ter, Jennie,  now  Mrs.  Serl,  of  Adams  County, 
Neb.  Mr.  Springer  has  seen  many  changes  since 
his  residence  in  this  county,  and  has  ever  been 
active  in  assisting  in  all  laudable  enterprises. 

Henry  A.  Stevens,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Oak  Creek  Township,  is  living  on  Section  9,  Town 
4,  Range  9.  Agricultural  pursuits  have  been  Mr. 
Stevens'  principal  occupation  in  life,  and  the  en- 
ergetic and  wide-awake  manner  in  which  he  has 
taken  advantage  of  all  methods  and  ideas  tending 
to  the  enhanced  value  of  his  property,  has  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  his  obtaining  the  competence 
which  he  now  enjoys.  He  first  saw  the  light  in 
Fulton  County,  III.,  in  1840,  and  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  McDonough  County,  same  State.  His 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Con- 
necticut, and  early  in  life  immigrated  to  Ohio,  and 
later  to  Hliaois,  where  he  married  and  raised  his 
family.  He  wedded  Miss  Matilda  Edson,  a  native 
of  New  York,  born  in  1818,  and  their  wedded  life 


was  blessed  by  the  birth  of  nine  children,  the  sub 
ject  of  this  sketch  the  oldest,  viz. :  Henry  A.,  Gil- 
bert A.,  Milton,  Julia,  William  F.,  James,  Edward, 
Mariam  and  Eliza.  The  father  died  in  Illinois  in 
1868,  leaving  a  widow,  who  still  survives  and  makes 
her  home  at  Bushnell,  111.  They  were  both  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  in  politics 
Mr.  Stevens  voted  with  the  Republican  party. 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to 
manhood  in  his  native  State,  his  youthful  days 
being  spent  in  attending  school  in  winter  and  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm  in  summer.  He 
was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Permelia  Molano, 
of  Illinois,  in  1862,  who  died  after  a  brief  wedded 
life  of  four  years,  leaving  him  two  little  children : 
Flora  E.  and  Floyd  (deceased).  In  1876  Mr. 
Stevens  was  joined  in  matrimonial  bonds  to  Miss 
Mattie  Smith,  who  bore  him  two  children:  Charles 
(died  young)  and  Nellie  E.  Mrs.  Stevens  died  April 
6,  1884.  Mr.  Stevens  remained  single  until  De- 
cember 24,  1885,  when  he  wedded  Miss  Charlotte 
Simpson,  daughter  of  John  Simpson,  of  Oak 
Creek  Township,  Webster  County,  and  they  are 
now  the  parents  of  an  infant  daughter,  Pearl 
(born  in  1889).  Mr.  Stevens  came  to  this  county 
in  1883,  piirchased  land  and  stock,  and  in  1884 
located  permanently  upon  this  land  and  commenced 
its  improvement.  He  now  owns  880  acres  of  good 
land,  with  about  500  acres  under  a  high  state  of 
cultivation,  and  is  extensively  engaged  in  raising 
cattle,  horses  and  hogs.  He  and  wife  are  earnest 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  he 
being  one  of  the  stewards  of  Oak  Creek  Church, 
and  both  take  an  active  interest  in  educational  and 
religious  matters.  Mr.  Stevens  votes  the  Repub- 
lican ticket,  and  takes  a  leading  part  in  local  poli- 
tics. He  is  now  tilling  the  office  of  justice  of  the 
peace,  and  is  serving  on  the  school  board.  He  is 
a  Master  Mason,  affiliating  with  the  T.  J.  Pickenn 
Lodge  No.  307,  and  also  belongs  to  the  Alliance. 
His  parents  were  among  the  pioneers  of  Illinois. 
John  Stout,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  resides  on 
Section  10,  Harmony  Township,  Webster  Coiinty, 
Neb.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  one  of  those 
enterprising  young  men  who  came  to  Webster 
County   in   the   early    days   of    its  history,   while 
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it  was  still  wild  and  uncultivated  prairie,  and  who 
by  their  energy  and  perseverance  have  converted 
the  broad  and  unbroken  plains  into  fields  of  wav- 
ing grain,  and  established  for  themselves  and 
families  good  comfortable  homes.  He  cartie  here 
from  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  in 
1851,  and  purchased  160  acres  of  laud  on  which 
he  has  erected  neat  buildings,  and  has  since  en- 
gaged in  agricultural  pursuits,  devoting  consider- 
able attention,  however,  to  stock-raising,  making 
a  speciality  of  raising  hogs.  He  was  born  on 
a  farm,  and  was  brought  up  as  an  agriculturist 
and  stock-raiser,  receiving  a  good  common- school 
education,  supplemented  by  a  course  at  the 
academy  at  Merom,  Ind.,  and  with  the  exception 
of  one  year,  when  he  was  engaged  in  the  agricult- 
ural implement  business  in  Campbell,  Neb.,  has 
been  a  farmer  all  his  life.  He  is  enterprising,  and 
believes  in  lightening  farm  labor  as  much  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  that  end  has  his  farm  stocked  with 
every  kind  of  machinery  for  making  easy  the  labors 
of  an  agriculturist.  Mr.  Stout  was  married  in 
Fayette  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Laura  Mowser,  and 
this  union  has  been  blessed  with  four  children,  all 
girls,  viz. :  Minta  B.  (thirteen  years  of  age).  Bertha 
I.  (eight  years  of  age),  Florence  A.  (six  years  old) 
and  Fay,  an  infant  three  months  old.  His  father 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1817,  and  died  in  1873,  leav- 
ing a  widow  who  still  survives.  She  was  born  in 
Warrington,  Pa.,  in  1824.  The  paternal  grand- 
parents were  massacred  by  the  Indians  near  the 
Ohio  River,  in  Kentucky.  Mr.  Stout  has  been 
a  resident  of  Harmony  Township  since  1880,  and 
ever  since  that  time  has  entered  heartily  into  the 
work  of  building  up  the  interests  of  his  township 
and  county.  Mrs.  Stoiit  received  a  liberal  educa- 
tion in  the  common  schools,  and  has  taken  a  decided 
interest  in  the  upbuilding  of  schools  in  her  home 
district,  as  has  also  her  husband.  Mr.  Stout  is 
not  a  member  of  any  secret  organizations,  but  is  in 
sympathy  with  certain  orders;  he  is  now  serving 
as  vice-president  of  his  home  Alliance.  He  has 
always  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party.  He  is  now  residing  at  his  comfortable  home, 
surrounded  by  his  wife  and  bright  children,  and 
will  probably  spend  his  remaining  days  here. 


Matthew  Stratton,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Guide  Rock,  Neb.  Originally  from  England,  Mr. 
Stratton  was  born  in  Huntingdonshire,  on  January 
3,  1823,  being  a  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Stratton, 
nee  Wooley,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  England. 
When  he  was  thirteen  years  of  age  his  parents  de- 
cided to  try  their  fortunes  in  America,  and  accord- 
ingly, in  1S35,  they  left  Liverpool,  England,  for 
the  new  world,  and  January  3,  1830,  landed  at 
Evansville,  Ind.,  where  they  were  among  the  first 
settlers.  Immediately  after  their  arrival  the  father 
took  up  land  and  began  a  system  of  clearing  and 
improving,  and  our  subject  remained  at  home  until 
in  his  twenty-second  year.  His  father's  health 
failed  him,  and  when  he  saw  that  he  was  going 
down,  he  divided  his  farm  between  his  three  sons, 
leaving  Matthew  Stratton  the  home  place,  where 
he  remained  (his  mother  living  with  him)  until 
April  6,  1848.  On  that  date  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Lucinda  Rebecka  McClure,  formerly  from 
Ohio,  but  a  resident  at  that  time  of  Vanderburg 
County,  Ind.  They  resided  on  the  same  farm 
until  the  year  1852,  then  selling  the  lands,  and  in 
March,  1853,  went  to  Marshall  County,  111.,  and 
entered  a  piece  of  land.  They  also  rented  land 
and  raised  grain,  during  the  years  1843  and  1844, 
while  making  preparations  to  build  and  break  up 
land  and  get  it  ready  for  cultivation.  In  this  time 
they  had  three  children  born  to  them — two  sons 
and  a  daughter.  In  the  year  1854  Mr.  Stratton 
had  the  sad  misfortune  to  be  deprived  of  the  com- 
panionship of  his  wife  and  infant  son  by  death. 
His  mother  was  still  living  with  him.  In  the  spring 
of  1855  his  brother,  James,  went  on  his  farm,  and 
the  family  all  stayed  together  for  a  time,  but  in 
1855  our  subject  thoiight  it  better  to  make  a  change, 
and  on  July  3,  1855,  married  Miss  Julia  A.  Martin, 
the  daughter  of  Lewis  R.  and  Phebe  S.  Martin. 
August  18,  following,  they  settled  on  their  own 
land,  raised  stock  and  improved  a  home  and  built  a 
nice  residence  and  a  small  barn,  surrounded  by  a 
good  hedge,  and  all  under  cultivation.  When  Mr. 
Stratton' s  two  children  were  nearly  grown,  there 
not  having  been  any  children  of  his  second  union, 
they  took  two  little  orphan  children,  a  son  and  a 
daughter,  whom  they  raised  to  man  and  woman- 
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hood,  and  they  are  now  settled  near  by  and  both 
have  families.  The  son  has  one  little  child,  Clarence; 
the  daughter  has  two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Mr. 
Stratton'  s  own  children  were  married  in  Illinois,  and 
when  he  sold  his  possessions  in  that  State,  to  come 
to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  his  son,  John  S.,  came 
with  and  settled  near  him;  he  has  a  fine  farm.  The 
mother  remained  in  Illinois,  with  the  brother, 
James.  Soon  after  having  left  (that  being  March 
13,  1871),  she  was  taken  sick  and  on  April  9, 1871, 
she  fell  asleep  in  death.  She  was  upward  of  eighty 
years  old  at  the  time  of  her  death  and  belonged  to 
the  old  Regular  Baptist  Church,  of  which  she  was 
a  member  for  some  thirty  or  forty  years.  Mr. 
Stratton  crossed  the  Republican  River,  April  15, 
1871,  and  went  into  camp  until  he  could  look 
around  and  see  where  to  locate.  Having  settled 
on  Sections  22  and  15,  he  took  three- fortys  fi'om 
Section  22  and  one  from  Section  15,  and  has  con- 
tinued to  reside  thereon  ever  since.  May  2,  1871, 
he  commenced  to  improve  and  had  some  very  good 
corn  that  season  and  a  vegetable  garden,  notwith- 
standing grasshoppers  and  drouth.  Since  then 
he  has  purchased  200  acres  of  tine  land  by  the 
side  of  his  homestead,  making  an  excellent  farm 
of  360  acres,  all  of  which  is  fenced.  This  lies 
along  the  south  side  of  the  Republican  River  and 
south  of  Guide  Rock  Creek.  There  is  plenty  of 
timber,  and  water  all  the  year  round  for  stock. 
His  daughter,  Ada  Jane  Stratton,  was  married  to 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Orange  H.  Bear,  September 
18,  1869.  Her  husband  came  later  to  this  county, 
and  now  has  a  good  farm.  Last  September  he  had 
the  sad  misfortune  to  lose  his  wife  and  oldest  son  by 
death,  and  is  left  with  little  children.  The  names 
of  the  two  that  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stratton  raised  (both 
oi  whom  have  been  very  dutiful  children)  are 
Thomas  Franklin  Taylor  and  Vicie  I.  Stratton 
Taylor.  His  present  wife  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Ind. ,  and  her  parents  going  to  Morgan 
County,  Ind.,  she  was  raised  and  educated  there. 
Her  parents  moved  to  Illinois,  where  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Stratton.  She  was  formerly  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Disciples  Church,  and  although  not 
now  a  member,  she  is  an  earnest  believer  in  the 
doctrine  advanced  by  that  denomination. 


John  Street,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Red  Cloud, 
Neb.  Located  in  the  midst  of  one  of  the  finest 
agricultural  centers  of  Webster  County,  the  farm 
that  Mr.  Street  owns  and  occupies  is  conceded  to 
be  among  the  best  in  this  vicinity,  and  this  is  saying 
not  a  little,  for  on  every  hand  are  to  be  seen  super- 
ior places,  whose  ownership  indicates  thrift  and 
prosperity.  Mr.  Street  was  born  in  Ross  County, 
Ohio,  on  February  12,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of 
William  and  Elizabeth  (Coe)  Street,  natives  of 
Maryland  and  Virginia,  respectively.  John  Street 
moved  with  his  parents  to  Macon  County,  111. ,  in 
1851,  and  there  attained  his  growth  and  received 
his  education.  On  September  19,  1867,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Lydia  L.  Hoffman,  a  native  of 
Jones  County,  Iowa,  born  February  10,  1852,  and 
the  daughter  of  Henry  and  Martha  (Anderson) 
Hoffman.  Previous  to  his  marriage,  and  at  the 
breaking  out  of  the  war,  Mr.  Street  enlisted  in 
Company  A,  Twenty-first  Illinois,  under  Gen. 
Grant,  and  served  until  the"  close  of  the  war,  four 
years  and  six  months  in  all.  He  participated  in 
the  battles  of  Perry  ville.  Stone  River,  Chickamauga, 
Franklin,  Nashville,  siege  of  Atlanta  and  siege  of 
Corinth.  His  first  battle  was  that  of  Frederick 
town.  Mo.  In  1865  he  was  promoted  to  the  rank 
of  corporal.  At  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
home  and  as  above  stated,  was  married  in  1867. 
To  this  union  seven  children  were  born:  Madie  E. 
(wife  of  William  Reeves).  Mattie  E. ,  Florence  A. , 
Alma  J.,  Cora  M.,  Willie  H.  and  FredE.  In  1873 
Mr.  Street  moved  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land,  and  is  now  one  of  the 
prominent  farmers  of  the  community.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  holding  the  office  of  super- 
visor and  acsessor  for  several  terms.  He  was  the  first 
supervisor  of  Garfield  township,  and  was  elected  in 
1885.  He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  of  this  township.  He  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Old  Settlers'  Organization ,  and  is  one  of 
the  representative  men  of  the  county,  and  one  of 
its  most  successful  farmers. 

Henry  Stumpenhorst,  who  is  numbered  among 
our  representative  farmers  of  foreign  birth,  origi- 
nally came  fi-om  Germany,  where  he  was  boru  in 
1851,  the  third  of  five  children  born  to  John  and 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


Catherine  (Manning)  Stumpenhorst,  both  natives 
of  Germany,  where  the  former  worked  at  his  trade, 
that  of  a  shoemaker,  married  and  reared  his  family, 
consisting  of  five  children :  Charles,  Edward,  Henry, 
Theodore  and  Caroline.  The  mother  died  in  the 
old  country  in  1868,  and  in  1876  the  father  came 
to  this  country,  settling  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  subse 
quently  moving  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  where 
he  died  in  1888.  He  served  in  the  German  army. 
Both  he  and  wife  were  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Chiirch.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  attended 
school  in  his  native  land,  and  at  the  age  of  nine 
teen  (in  1870)  emigrated  to  this  country,  settling 
in  Pittsburgh, Pa.,  where  he  engaged  in  blacksmith- 
ing,  remaining  in  Pennsylvania  until  1878,  when 
he  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  and  took  up 
180  acres,  where  he  now  lives.  This  land  he  has 
greatly  improved  by  setting  out  a  nice  grove  and 
orchard,  erecting  good  buildings,  etc. ,  and  now  he 
has  one  of  the  nicest  farms  in  the  county.  He  has 
been  very  successful  as  a  farmer,  and  has  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  all  his  property  has  been 
made  by  his  own  endeavor  and  hard  work.  In  1879 
Mr.  Stumpenhorst  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds 
with  Miss  Elizabeth  Webber,  a  native  of  Germany, 
born  in  1852,  who  came  over  to  this  country  in 
1874.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Henry  Webber. 
Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stumpenhorst  are  members  of 
the  Lutheran  Church,  and  take  a  deep  interest  in 
all  educational  and  religious  matters.  Mr.  Stum- 
penhorst always  casts  his  vote  with  the  Democratic 
party.  He  served  as  road  supervisor  in  1889  to 
everybody's  satisfaction.  Socially  he  is  a  member 
of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  and  belongs  to  the  Alliance. 

Judge  Frank  A.  Sweezy  is  well  known  to  the 
readers  of  this  volume,  and  owes  his  nativity  to 
Riverhead,  SufPolk  County,  N.  Y.,  where  he  was 
born  May  13,  1856.  His  parents,  Isaac  and  Sarah 
(Perkins)  Sweezy,  were  also  born  in  that  county, 
the  former  in  1817  and  the  latter  in  1821.  They 
were  married  about  1840,  and  eventually  became 
the  parents  of  six  sons,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this 
sketch  was  the  iifth.  Four  are  now  living.  Mr. 
Sweezy  was  a  worthy  agriculturist  by  occupation, 
and  passed  from  life  in  the  year  1876,  still  survived 
by  his  widow,  who  resides  in   her  native  coimty. 


Frank  A.  Sweezy  attended  school  sufficiently  dur- 
ing his  boyhood  days  to  acquire  a  good  literary 
and  business  education,  and  although  the  early 
part  of  his  career  was  spent  on  a  farm,  he  devoted 
his  leisure  moments  to  the  study  of  law,  and  at  the 
end  of  three  years  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  Sut- 
ton, Clay  County,  Neb. ,  whither  he  had  come  from 
New  York  State  in  1879.  He  practiced  his  profes- 
sion for  two  years  in  Edgar,  Clay  County,  Neb., 
but  in  October,  1881,  he  located  in  Blue  Hill, 
which  place  has  since  continued  to  be  his  home. 
He  was  elected  judge  of  Webster  County  in  the 
fall  of  1887,  but  resigned  his  position  for  business 
reasons  before  the  expiration  of  his  term.  He 
then  assisted  in  the  organization  of  the  A.  M. 
Walters  Investment  Company  of  Blue  Hill,  in 
which  he  is  a  principal  stockholder,  and  of  which 
he  has  since  been  manager.  He  has  kept  up  the 
practice  of  law  during  this  time,  and  is  recognized 
as  one  of  the  ablest  practitioners  at  the  Webster 
County  bar.  Judge  Sweezy  is  a  consistent  mem- 
ber of  the  Congregational  Church,  the  A.  O.  U.  W., 
the  M.  W.  A.,  and  in  politics  is  a  Republican.  In 
1884  he  was  an  alternate  delegate  to  the  Repub- 
lican National  Convention.  He  was  married  June 
26,  1878,  to  Miss  Attie  B.  Edwards,  a  native  of 
Riverhead,  Suffolk  County,  N.  Y.,  a  daughter  of 
George  and  Susan  (Cook)  Edwards.  Their  mar- 
riage has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children ;  the 
first  was  a  son  that  died  unnamed,  and  the  others 
are  Maron  E. ,  George  A.  and  Frank  E. 

Lorenzo  D.  Thomas,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Cowles,  Neb.  Mr.  Thomas  is  a  typical  Nebraska 
farmer,  substantial,  enterprising  and  progressive, 
and  such  a  man  as  wields  no  small  influence  in  the 
community  where  he  makes  his  home.  He  came 
originally  from  Belmont  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
was  born  in  1840,  and  was  the  fifth  of  nine  children 
born  to  Abram  and  Phebe  (Lynder)  Thomas,  na- 
tives of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  has  always  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits,  and  in  1866  he  immi- 
grated to  Cass  County,  Neb. ,  where  he  resided  for 
some  time.  He  is  now  residing  in  Mills  County, 
Iowa.  The  mother  died  in  Nebraska  in  1867. 
The  paternal  grandfather,  was  a  suldier  in  the  War 
of  1812.     Lorenzo  D.  Thomas  was  educated  in  tbe 
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schools  of  Ohio,  and  early  in  life  became  familiar 
with  the  duties  on  the  farm.  He  volunteered  dur- 
ing the  late  war,  but  was  not  received  into  service. 
In  1871  he  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  fi-om 
Cass  County  of  that  State,  whither  he  had  moved 
with  his  parents  in  1866,  entered  land,  and  bached 
for  two  years,  and  erected  the  first  log  cabin  iu 
Elm  Creek  Township.  In  Webster  County,  in  1873, 
he  married  Miss  Mary  A.  Chambers,  a  native  of 
Knox  County,  111.,  and  the  daughter  of  Joseph  and 
Nancy  (Brown)  Chambers,  natives  of  the  Buckeye 
State.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chambers  moved  to  Illinois, 
and  from  there  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  in  1873, 
where  they  both  now  reside,  well  advanced  in  years. 
To  the  marriage  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thomas  were  born 
five  children:  Elmer,  Ida,  Homer,  Nicholas  and 
Simeon  Blaine.  Mr.  Thomas  was  one  of  three 
who  first  settled  in  the  township,  and  he  has  seen 
the  complete  growth  of  the  country.  He  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  his  political  views.  He  is 
also  deeply  interested  in  ediicational  matters. 

Reese  B.  Thompson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Cowles,  Neb.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born 
in  Smyth  County,  Va.,  January  18,  1857,  and 
is  the  son  of  R.  B.  and  Susan  C.  (Morgan)  Thomp- 
son, both  natives  of  Virginia.  He  lived  in  his 
native  State  until  he  was  fifteen  years  of  age,  then, 
in  1872,  accompanied  his  mother  to  Dodge  County, 
Neb.,  where  they  spent  one  year,  and  in  Febru- 
ary, 1873,  they  located  on  this  land,  Mrs.  Thomp- 
son homesteading  160  acres,  on  which  she  resided 
until  her  death,  which  occurred  in  1876.  R.  B. 
Thompson,  Jr.,  has  had  full  charge  of  the  place 
since  locating  here,  and  to  the  original  tract  of 
160  acres,  has  added  240  acres,  making  him  a 
splendid  farm  of  400  acres,  820  of  which  lie  in 
one  body,  and  nearly  all  of  which  is  fenced.  He 
makes  a  business  of  buying  and  feeding  steers.  He 
is  now  devoting  considerable  attention  to  the 
breeding  and  raising  of  good  horses,  making  a 
specialty  of  high-grade  Clyde  and  Norman  stock. 
He  is  the  youngest  of  a  family  of  six  children — four 
sons  and  two  daughters — all  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years,  and  four  of  whom  are  residents  of  Web- 
ster County.  In  his  political  views  Mr.  Thompson 
affiliates  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  served 


as  supervisor,  and  in  other  local  offices.  In  March, 
1879,    in     Wrl)st('r    C'ciunty,    Mr.    Thompson     was 

united   in    matrii lial     bonds    with   Miss   Fannie 

Davis,  a  native  of  Illinois,  who  died  in  December, 
1884,  leaving  one  child,  John  V.  Mr.  Thompson 
married  his  present  wife  in  July,  1887.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Miss  Ida  Bennett,  and  she  was  a  daughter 
of  C.  C.  Bennett,  born  in  Iowa,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Nebraska.  This  later  marriage  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  one  child,  Bernice  May. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Thompson  belong  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Thompson  has  been  in 
Xiartnership  with  his  brother,  John  V.,  in  the  stock 
business  since  1876.  His  brother  is  the  owner  of 
some  400  acres  of  land  in  Webster  County,  of  which 
our  subject  has  control,  and  has  been  farming  it 
for  a  number  of  years.  Since  Mrs.  Thompson's 
death,  a  beautiful  cemetery  is  located  where  she 
rests,  and  is  called  Maple  Grove  Cemetery. 

W.  E.  Thorne,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Bladen, 
Neb.  Mr.  Thorne  is  the  owner  of  a  fine  farm  of 
1,440  acres,  acquired  under  the  homestead  and 
pre-emption  laws  in  part,  and  partly  by  purchase, 
and  is  a  thrifty,  industrious  farmer,  and  as  such  is 
bound  to  push  his  way  to  the  front.  He  was  bora 
in  Jackson  County,  Mich.,  in  1851,  and  was  the 
younger  of  two  children  born  to  W.  B.  and  Deborah 
(Bowerman)  Thorne,  natives  of  New  York  and 
Massachusetts,  respectively.  They  were  married 
in  the  State  of  New  York,  and  at  an  early  day  emi- 
grated to  Barry  County,  Mich.,  thence  to  Jackson 
County,  of  that  State,  and  in  1872  to  Webster 
County,  Neb.  The  following  year  the  father  home 
steaded  160  acres  of  land  in  Silver  Lake  Township, 
Adams  County,  Neb.,  and  there  resided  for  many 
years.  He  was  quite  a  prominent  man,  and  held 
many  positions  of  trust,  one  being  the  office  of 
county  treasurer,  to  which  he  was  elected  in  1874, 
and  which  he  held  three  consecutive  terms.  In 
1882  he  moved  to  Webster  County.  Neb.,  and  there 
resided  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  Novem- 
ber. 1888,  at  the  age  of  seventy  two  years.  In 
politics  he  was  a  Republican.  He  always  took  a 
great  interest  in  the  G.  A.  R.  post,  and  was  a  man 
who  had  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  acquainted 
with  him.    The  mother  is  still  living.   W.  E.  Thorne 
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was  reared  to  farm  life,  received  bis  educatiou  in 
the  schools  of  Jackson  Couaty,  Mich.,  aud  in  1871 
emigrated  west,  and  selected  land  in  Webster 
County,  Neb.  Since  1872  he  has  made  his  home 
here.  In  1876  Mr.  Thome's  marriage  to  Miss  Alice 
M.  Maxwell  was  consummated,  she  having  been  a 
native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  and  the  daughter  of 
David  D.  and  Susan  (Ott)  Maxwell.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Maxwell  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania,  and  after 
living  in  Ohio,  Illinois  and  Iowa  for  many  years, 
they  finally  settled  in  what  is  now  Logan  Town- 
ship, Adams  County,  Neb.,  aud  there  the  father 
died  December  9,  1887.  In  1802  Mr.  Maxwell  en- 
listed fi-om  Fulton  County,  111.,  in  Company  H, 
One  Hundred  and  Third  Illinois  Infantry,  for  three 
years,  and  was  in  the  Western  army.  He  was  in 
the  battle  of  Chickamauga,  Chattanooga,  Kenesaw, 
Lookovit  Mountain,  siege  of  Vicksburg,  and  was 
with  Gen.  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea.  He 
was  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington  City,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  in  1865.  Mr.  Thome 
kept  bachelor's  hall  for  about  four  years  after  com- 
ing to  Nebraska,  erected  a  log  cabin,  and  improved 
his  farm  in  every  resj)ect.  He  is  now  the  owner 
of  1,440  acres  of  land,  800  acres  in  Webster  County 
and  640  acres  in  Adams  County,  all  joining  and  in 
a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  raises  considerable 
stock,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  Polled- Angiis  cattle 
and  Norman  and  Morgan  horses.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  and  is  now  the  county 
surveyor,  serving  his  second  term.  He  was  first 
elected  to  that  position  in  1873,  serving  three  terms, 
and  again  in  18S7,  serving  two  terms.  He  has  also 
been  township  treasurer.  He  assisted  in  organiz- 
ing the  school  districts  in  his  township,  and 
aided  in  forming  Glenwood  precinct.'  Socially  he 
is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  of  Ju- 
niata Lodge  No.  42,  Masonic  fraternity.  He  was 
one  of  the  first  registrars  in  the  county.  He  ex- 
perienced the  grasshopper  raids  of  1874  and  1875, 
and  has  made  the  principal  part  of  his  property 
since  coming  to  this  State.  His  marriage  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  two  children:  Rose  Mary  and  Will- 
iam LeGrand. 

Prof.  John  R.  Thornton,  who,  for  the  past  five 
years  has  been  principal  of  the  Blue  Hill  High 


School,  was  born  in  Macon,  Ga. ,  September  13, 
1845,  being  a  son  of  Pierce  and  Mary  Thornton, 
both  natives  of  New  York.  About  1847  the  family 
moved  to  Washington  County,  Wis  ,  and  in  this 
county  the  subject  of  this  sketch  attained  man- 
hood, his  early  youth  being  spent  in  following  the 
plow.  In  1860  he  went  with  his  parents  to  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  where,  during  the  remainder  of  his 
youth,  he  was  employed  as  a  clerk.  When  seven- 
teen years  of  age  he  entered  the  Wisconsin  State 
University,  which  he  attended  four  years,  complet- 
ing the  junior  year.  In  the  meantime  he  had 
taken  up  the  calling  of  a  teacher,  his  first  term 
being  taught  at  the  early  age  of  thirteen  years, 
antl  after  leaving  the  university  he  resumed  that 
calling  and  has  followed  it  ever  since  with  the  best 
results.  His  professional  labors  have  been  per- 
formed in  the  States  of  Wisconsin,  Illinois,  Mis- 
souri and  Nebraska.  He  came  to  the  latter  State 
in  1884  and  located  at  Blue  Hill,  where  he  has 
been  principal  of  the  high  school  up  to  the  present 
date.  Under  his  able  management  the  school  has 
made  great  progress,  and  it  is  now  one  of  the  best 
of  the  kind  in  this  section  of  the  State.  Besides 
his  regular  work  as  principal,  he  has  been  an 
instructor  in  the  Normal  Institute  for  several  years 
at  Hastings  and  Red  Cloud.  He  is  a  fine  discipli- 
narian and  instructor,  and  he  and  his  family  are 
highly  respected  by  all  who  know  them.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Nebraska  State  Teachers'  Associa- 
tion, and  socially  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P. 
lodge.  He  was  married  on  the  5th  of  May,  1872, 
to  Miss  Mary  Gary,  a  native  of  Milwaukee,  Wis. 
Their  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  six 
children:  Margaret,  Mamie,  Joseph,  Lillian  and 
Richard. 

A.  J.  Tomlinson,  importer  and  breeder  of  fine 
horses  at  Red  Cloud,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Niagara 
County,  N.  Y.,  in  1850,  being  a  son  of  John  and 
Delight  (Acker)  Tomlinson,  natives,  respectively,  of 
England  and  New  York.  The  latter  was  a  de- 
scendant of  a  member  of  the  first  German  colony 
that  settled  in  the  United  States  during  Puritan 
days.  She,  with  her  husband,  moved  to  Dubuque, 
Iowa,  in  1852,  where  they  remained  until  the  fall 
of    1854,    at   which    time   Clinton,  Iowa,  became 
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their  home.  The  mother  died  in  New  York  in 
1870,  but  the  father  survives,  being  a  resident  of 
Red  Cloud.  A.  J.  Tomlinson  vyas  engaged  in 
raih'oading  pursuits  until  he  came  to  Nebraska,  in 
April,  1871,  and  upon  his  arrival  in  this  State  he 
settled  in  Webster  County,  where  he  has  given  his 
time  and  attention  to  agriciiltural  pursuits.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  voters  of  the  county,  and  at  one 
time  hold  the  office  of  road  commissioner  for  the 
entire  county,  and  in  company  with  the  first  county 
surveyor,  Don  McCollum,  he  assisted  in  laying  out 
all  the  principal  roads  therein,  which  work  con- 
sisted in  throwing  n\)  mounds  to  a  height  of  from 
two  to  two  and  one-half  feet.  Until  1886  he  was 
interested  in  agriculture,  but  at  that  date  he  began 
to  handle  imported  horses,  and  has  given  this  his 
undivided  attention  up  to  the  present,  being  con- 
nected with  the  well-known  Moingona  Imi^orting 
Company,  its  headquarters  being  at  Boone,  Iowa. 
He  has  at  present  eleven  head  of  registered  horses 
at  Red  Cloud.  Before  closing  this  sketch  of  one 
of  the  county's  best  known  citizens,  mention  should 
be  made  of  the  war  record  of  John  Tomlinson,  his 
father.  He  enlisted  in  the  service  of  the  United 
States  in  1861,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
M,  First  Iowa  Cavalry,  acting  as  regiment  team- 
ster for  about  eighteen  months,  after  which  he  was 
discharged  on  account  of  disability,  and  returned 
home,  where  he  remained  eight  or  nine  weeks. 
He  then  enlisted  under  Cen.  Meigs  at  St.  Louis, 
and  was  assigned  wagon  master  and  placed  with 
Q.  M.  Gen.  Lyman,  who  had  charge  of  river  and 
land  transportation  for  the  Lower  Mississippi,  re- 
maining with  Gen.  Lyman  over  a  year.  He  was, 
through  disabilities  received,  discharged,  after 
which  he  returned  to  his  kindred  and  home.  Very 
shortly  after  the  last  call  the  draft  came,  and  Gen. 
N.  B.  Baker,  then  adjutant-general  of  Iowa,  placed 
him  on  the  draft  list  through  a  personal  spite,  and 
being  unable,  as  was  customary  with  many,  to  hire 
a  substitute,  he  had  to  go  to  the  front  again.  He 
was  assigned  to  Company  K,  Fifteenth  Iowa  In- 
fantry. Upon  his  arrival  at  the  regiment  he  was 
there  detailed  as  wagon-master,  and  ran  the  sup- 
ply train  of  forty  teams  for  the  Fourth  Division 
(Gen.   Crocker's),  which   was  in   the   Seventeenth 


Corps  (Gen.  O.  O.  Howard's),  taking  part  in  the 
Meridian  raid  and  in  the  engagements  in  which 
Sherman  participated  on  his  march  to  the  sea. 
After  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  he 
returned  to  his  home,  almost  a  physical  wreck,  and 
has  continued  very  much  broken  in  health  up  to 
the  present.  He  has  never  received  compensation 
for  his  services  otherwise  than  his  salary  while  in 
the  army. 

Daniel  Trine,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Lehigh  County,  Pa., 
September  28,  1837.  His  father,  Peter  Trine,  was 
also  born  in  Pennsylvania,  in  1815;  after  he  grew 
to  manhood  he  successfully  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  in  that  State,  and  there  was  married  to 
Miss  Catherine  Dunkel,  born  in  1805,  by  whom  he 
became  the  father  of  six  children,  the  siibject  of 
this  sketch  being  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth;  their 
names  are  David,  Catherine,  Elizabeth,  Flora, 
Daniel,  Nathan  and  Eliza.  The  father  is  still  liv- 
ing in  Pennsylvania  at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- 
five  years,  but  lost  his  wife  in  1889.  Daniel  Trine 
spent  his  school-days  and  grew  to  manhood  in  his 
native  State.  During  the  late  war  he  went  to  de- 
fend the  flag,  enlisting,  in  1862,  in  Company  G, 
One  Hundred  and  Forty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teer Infantry,  and  took  part  in  the  battles  of  An 
tietam,  Fredericksburg,  Chancellorsville,  Coal  Har- 
bor and  Gettysbiirg.  At  the  latter  battle  he  was 
wounded  in  the  right  leg,  below  the  knee,  by  a  gun- 
shot, and  was  laid  up  for  three  months,  recovering 
and  going  back  into  the  service  in  time  to  partici- 
pate in  the  battle  of  the  Wilderness;  he  also  took 
part  in  the  battles  of  Ream  Station,  Richmond, 
Petersburg,  besides  numerous  skirmishes.  Upon 
receiving  his  discharge,  in  1865,  he  went  back  to 
Pennsylvania,  and  followed  farming  and  blacksmith- 
ing  in  Mercer  County  for  two  years.  He  was 
united  in  marriage  in  1868  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Bash, 
eldest  daughter  of  Jacob  and  Rebecca  (Jones) 
Bash.  Her  parents  are  both  living  in  Pennsylva- 
nia, where  they  are  engaged  in  farming.  Mrs. 
Trine  was  born  September  18,  1842,  the  oldest  of 
ten  children,  whose  names  are:  John,  Martha, 
Marion,  Experience,  Esther,  Mariah,  Theadotia, 
Jacob,    George.      After  their   marriage    Mr.    and 
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Mrs.  Trine  went  to  Taylor  County,  Ky. ,  where  they 
stayed  three  years,  then  went  to  Livingston  County, 
111.,  and  made  their  home  near  the  town  of  Forrest 
for  eleven  years,  and  in  1884  came  to  Webster 
County,  Neb.,  and  purchased  100  acres  of  land,  on 
which  they  now  live,  Mr.  Trine  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  farming  and  stock-raising,  at  which  he  has 
been  very  successful.  He  has  a  fine  young  bearing 
orchard  on  his  place,  besides  a  good  dwelling,  barn, 
sheds,  etc.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trine  have  been  born 
seven  children,  viz. :  George  (born  February  1 3, 
1869),  Jane  (born  August  8,  1872),  Edward  (born 
February  8,  1874,  and  died  in  infancy),  Williard 
(born  January  9,  1876),  Joseph  (born  October  13, 
1879),  Ella  (born  March  4,  1883)  and  Gertrude 
(born  May  4,  1886).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Trine  are  both 
members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Trine 
belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  all  the  afPairs  of  the  community,  at  pres- 
ent holding  the  office  of  supervisor  of  roads. 

D.  F.  Trunkey,  judge  of  Webster  County  court, 
was  born  in  Mahoning  County,  Ohio,  in  1848.  His 
mother  died  when  he  was  a  child,  and  his  father 
married  a  second  time,  some  time  after  which  our 
subject  left  his  home,  at  the  age  of  fourteen,  and 
went  to  Philadelphia,  taking  with  him  40  cents  in 
money  and  a  scanty  outfit  of  clothes;  and  whether 
or  not  the  sea  had  previously  possessed  any  special 
fascination  for  him,  in  order  to  earn  a  livelihood  he 
took  employment  on  a  ship  and  made  a  trip 
to  Germany.  The  life  of  a  sailor  seems,  however, 
not  to  have  pleased  him,  as  he  spent  the  money  he 
had  earned  going  out  in  paying  his  passage  home. 
He  returned  to  Ohio,  but  soon  put  out  agaio,  to 
Boston  this  time,  where  he  engaged  with  a  ship 
and  went  to  New  Brunswick  for  lumber,  thence  to 
Liverpool,  England,  thence  to  Wales,  and  for  sev- 
eral years  the  high  seas  was  his  home.  During 
this  time  he  visited  ports  in  all  parts  of  the  world. 
Just  before  he  was  twenty-one  he  gave  up  the  life 
of  a  sailor,  quitting  the  sea  on  the  coast  of  Cali- 
fornia, San  Francisco.  From  there  he  went  on  the 
White  Pine  mining  expedition  to  Nevada,  from 
there  to  Salt  Lake  City  and  the  various  mining 
camps  in  Utah,  and  thence  returned  to  his  home  in 
Ohio.     We  next  find  him  in  the  employ  of  a  rail- 


road company  in  Missouri,  with  Trenton  for  his 
headquarters.  He  rose  rapidly  in  this  employ, 
and  is  still  a  member  of  an  organization  of  rail- 
road conductors.  In  1883  he  came  to  Nebraska 
and  purchased  land  close  to  Red  Cloud,  of  which 
he  still  owns  320  acres,  which  he  farms.  As  is 
evident  from  this  sketch.  Judge  Trunkey  has  had 
no  school  advantages,  but  he  has  acquired  a  high 
intelligence  by  assiduous  application  at  moments 
which  others  with  greater  opportunities  have  spent 
in  idleness.  In  1884  he  commenced  the  study  of 
law,  entering  the  law  office  of  James  Gilham,  of 
Red  Cloud,  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in  1886,  and 
in  1889  was  elected  county  judge,  which  position 
he  now  fills  with  honor  to  himself  and  satisfac 
tion  to  his  constituents.  Judge  Trunkey  has  ex- 
perienced life  in  all  its  phases,  from  a  penniless 
boy  facing  a  strange  world  with  no  place  to  rest 
his  head  or  obtain  sustenance,  to  honorable  citi- 
zenship with  ample  evidence  of  the  esteem  and  con- 
fidence of  his  fellow-men,  a  happy  family  of  chil- 
dren, and  a  home  furnished  with  all  the  luxuries 
necessary  to  satisfy  their  desires  and  educate  their 
tastes.  He  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  M.  W.  A., 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  Order  of  Railway  Conductors. 

James  A.  Tulleys,  vice-president  of  the  Nebraska 
and  Kansas  Farm  Loan  Company,  is  a  native  of 
Ohio,  born  in  Ross  County,  July  6,  1841,  a  son  of 
Isaac  and  Catherine  (Gray)  Tulleys.  His  father 
was  born  in  Virginia,  of  English  descent,  and  was 
a  contractor  and  builder  by  occupation.  He  was 
an  exceptionally  strong  and  healthy  man,  and  died 
at  the  age  of  sixty-three  years,  of  the  only  disease 
James  ever  knew  him  to  be  affected  with.  He  was, 
politically,  an  old  line  Whig,  but  after  the  war  was 
a  Republican.  He  was  radical  in  his  opinions. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  was  an  extreme  Abolitionist.  The 
mother  was  of  Irish  extraction,  and  lived  to  the 
advanced  age  of  seventy  six  years.  Both  she  and 
husband  died  in  Ohio.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  received 
a  good  high-school  education,  the  course  embrac- 
ing the  higher  mathematics  and  the  languages. 
At  the  age  of  sixteen  years  he  taught  his  first 
school,  and  alternated  in  teaching  and  attending 
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school  until  the  breaking  out  of  the  late  war,  when 
he  joined  the  Twenty- seventh  Ohio  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, serving  three  years  and  one  month.  He  was 
in  the  bloody  fight  at  Atlanta  on  July  22,  in  which 
Gen.  McPherson  was  killed;  Island  No.  10,  and 
Corinth,  Miss.,  Cross  Roads,  Tenn.,  and  was  in 
many  other  battles.  He  had  the  commission  of 
captain  offered  him  twice,  but  refused  each  time. 
After  the  war  he  remained  at  Memphis  one  year  iu 
the  employ  of  the  Government  as  clerk,  iu  what 
was  then  known  as  the  freedman's  department.  He 
then  went  to  Illinois,  but  soon  returned  to  his  na- 
tive State,  and  taught  school  for  several  years  until 
1871,  when  he  came  West.  He  remained  in  Iowa 
until  1872  and  then  came  to  Nebraska.  The 
closest  railroad  point  to  Red  Cloud  then  was  Har- 
vard, Clay  County,  Neb. ,  and  he  traveled  fi'om  Har- 
vard to  Red  Cloud  in  a  wagon.  His  first  experi- 
ience  here  was  as  a  teacher  in  a  pioneer  school, 
held  in  a  log  cabin  in  this  community;  but  his  su- 
perior education  soon  procured  for  him  a  better 
position,  and  he  was  accordingly  elected  county 
clerk  of  Webster  County  in  1873,  and  served  in 
that  capacity  for  eight  consecutive,  years,  having 
previously  served  one  year  as  deputy.  During 
this  time  he  had  not  failed  to  take  advantage  of 
every  opportunity  to  prepare  himself  for  the  legal 
profession,  but  studied  assiduously  and  was  admitted 
to  the  bar  soon  after  his  term  as  clerk  had  expired. 
He  })racticed  law  until  ISS-t,  when  the  Nebraska  and 
Kansas  Farm  Loan  Company  was  organized,  and  he 
took  charge  of  the  same.  He  was  secretary  of  the 
organization  for  some  time,  but  is  now  its  vice- 
president,  and  the  entire  business  is  practically 
under  his  management.  Mr.  Tulleys  has  made 
marked  progress  as  a  business  man,  yet  he  is  better 
known  iu  the  State  fi-om  the  prominent  part  which 
he  has  taken  in  social  organizations,  and  especially 
is  he  influential  as  a  Mason.  He  was  the  first 
Master  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  iu  Red  Cloud  under 
dispensation,  and  the  first  under  charter,  the  first 
high  priest  of  the  Chapter,  and  he  is  the  first 
and  only  commander  of  the  Knights  Templar 
Commandery.  He  was  elected  grand  master  of  the 
State,  and  served  during  1880  and  1881.  In  1S83 
he  was  elected  grand  high  priest    of    the  Grand 


Chapter  of  the  State.  He  is  now  an  officer  of  the 
Grand  Commandery  of  the  State;  is  a  Knight  Tem- 
plar in  the  York  rites,  and  is  a  thirty-third  de- 
gree A.  &  A.  S.  R.  Mason.  Mr.  Tulleys  has  been 
twice  married.  He  was  married  in  Ohio  to  Miss 
Sophia  J.  Tulleys  (same  name  as  himself,  but  no 
relation),  who  died  in  1880,  after  bearing  him  four 
children:  Sarah  Elmont,  William  Wesley,  John 
Wayland  and  Sophie,  the  first  three  still  living. 
In  1884  he  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds  to 
Mrs.  Anna  Stover,  and  there  have  been  two  chil- 
dren by  this  last  union:    Annie  and  Cora. 

James  S.  Turner,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.  The  parents  of  Mr.  Turner,  John  and 
Mary  Ann  (VeNess)  Turner,  were  natives  of  Wool- 
wich, England,  and  the  father  was  a  ship-builder, 
working  in  the  government  ship  docks.  He  left 
his  native  country  and  took  passage  for  the  United 
States,  settling  in  Rock  Island  County,  111.,  in 
1856,  entered  forty  acres  of  good  land  and  bought 
eighty  acres  more.  The  mother  died  about  1866, 
and  the  father  in  1876,  on  the  homestead  in  Illi- 
nois. James  S.  Turner  was  born  in  the  city  of 
London,  England,  in  1829,  and  was  the  second  of 
thirteen  children  born  to  his  parents.  He  was 
reared  and  educated  in  his  native  city,  and  at  the 
age  of  twenty  years  took  passage  for  America  and 
landed  in  New  York,  where  he  worked  for  some 
time.  From  there  he  went  to  Albany,  took  up 
farming,  and  from  there  to  Rock  Island  County, 
111. ,  where  he  engaged  in  farming  until  his  removal 
to  Nebraska.  After  reaching  this  State  he  pur- 
chased 165  acres  of  land,  and  has  since  made  many 
improvements  on  the  same.  He  was  married  in 
Moline,  111.,  in  1869,  to  Miss  Sarah  F.  Branch,  a 
native  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  daughter  of 
Nicholas  and  Frances  A.  (Stone)  Branch,  natives 
of  Connecticut.  Mr.  Branch  was  married  in  Con- 
necticut, and  there  followed  merchandising  and 
book- keeping  until  1856,  when  he  removed  to 
Moline,  and  was  there  engaged  in  book-keeping  for 
a  number  of  years.  After  this  he  was  salesman  of 
machinery,  and  in  1871  moved  to  Minneapolis, 
Minn.,  where  his  death  occurred  in  December, 
1882.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  in  Minneapolis,  Minn.      Mr.  Turner  has  been 
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constable  of  his  township,  and  in  his  political 
principles  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  is  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  has 
been  a  member  of  the  school  board.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  Mrs. 
Turner  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  at  Blue  Hill.  To  their  union  have  been 
born  the  following  children:  Nicholas  John,  James 
Centennial,  Frances,  Arietta,  Edwin  Branch  and 
Alfred  Samuel. 

Diedrick  Vollers,  Guide  Rock,  Neb.  If  the  old 
country  had  not  contributed  largely  to  the  popula- 
tion of  the  new,  Nebraska  would  not  have  reached 
its  present  high  state  of  development.  Germany 
has  furnished  her  full  quota  of  excellent  men,  and 
among  them  Diedrick  Vollers,  a  citizen  of  Webster 
County,  honored  and  respected  by  all  his  acquaint- 
ances. Mr.  Vollers  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
many, November  16,  1828,  a  son  of  Albert  and 
Gesiene  Vollers,  both  natives  of  Oldenburg,  the 
father  being  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  in  his 
native  country  until  his  death.  The  subject  of  this 
biographical  mention  was  reared  to  manhood  in 
Neuenhutdorf ,  the  place  of  his  birth,  and  like  all 
German  youths,  received  a  good  education,  after 
which  he  served  for  about  six  and  one-half  years 
in  the  German  army.  In  1857  he  left  the  "  Father- 
land "  and  came  to  the  United  States,  locating  in 
Woodford  County,  and  farmed  for  five  years,  re- 
turning to  Germany  on  a  visit  in  1862.  He  re- 
mained in  Oldenburg  for  some  time,  and  then 
returned  to  Woodford  County  and  resumed  his 
farming  operations  at  that  place  for  ten  years, 
when  he  sold  out  his  interests  in  Illinois  and  re- 
moved to  Webster  County,  Neb.  Here  he  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  good  land,  and  has  since 
purchased  more,  until  now  he  is  the  fortunate 
owner  of  800  acres  of  excellent  land,  nearly  all  in 
one  body,  and  all  fenced  but  160  acres.  Two 
hundi-ed  and  seventy  acres  of  this  land  are  under 
a  high  state  of  cultivation,  while  the  balance  is 
meadow  and  pasture  lands.  He  has  a  good  frame 
residence,  with  good  barns,  cribs,  stock  sheds,  etc. 
Here  he  is  extensively  engaged  in  stock-raising, 
and  feeds  his  own  cattle,  of  which  he  ships  one  car 
annually.     Although  he  brought  some  money  with 


him  to  Webster  County,  Mr.  Vollers  has  accumu- 
lated his  possessions  since  his  residence  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  is  now  considered  one  of  the  substantial 
men  of  the  locality.  On  his  return  from  Olden- 
burg the  last  time,  Mr.  Vollers  was  accompanied 
V^y  his  bride,  to  whom  he  was  married  in  Novem- 
ber, 1862.  Her  maiden  name  was  Miss  Catherine 
Wragge,  and  she  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Oldenbm-g.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vollers  are  the  parents 
of  four  children — two  sons  and  two  daughters — 
namely :  Albert  (a  young  man  at  home),  George, 
Gesiene,  and  Mattie  (a  clever  little  miss  of  four 
summers).  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vollers  are  con- 
sistent members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Adam  Walker,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Webster 
County,  Neb.  Webster  County  is  indebted  to  Ger- 
many for  one  of  its  sulistantial  citizens,  Adam 
Walker,  who  is  residing  on  Section  27—1-10.  Mr. 
Walker  was  born  in  Germany  in  1841,  the  young- 
est in  a  family  of  seven  children  raised  by  Jacob 
Barnhard  and  Anna  Barbara  (Bower)  Walker,  both 
natives  of  the  old  country.  The  former  was  born 
in  1804,  and  married  in  1829,  his  wife's  birth  oc- 
curring in  180^.  She  died  in  Fairfield  County, 
Ohio,  January  5,  1872,  and  her  husband  in  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.,  March  25,  1882.  Of  the  seven 
children  raised  by  this  couple  all  are  dead  except 
Frederick.  Rose  and  Adam  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch).  Although  he  was  born  in  the  "  Father- 
land," Mr.  Walker  knows  but  little  about  his  na 
tive  country,  as  his  parents  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try when  he  was  a  child  of  four  years.  Upon  set- 
tling in  Fairfield  County,  Ohio,  in  1845,  they  en- 
gaged in  farming.  Adam  AV' alker  attended  school 
in  Ohio,  and  started  out  for  himself  in  1868,  the 
same  year  marrying  Miss  Elizabeth  Faubel,  daugh- 
ter of  Christopher  Faribel,  a  native  of  Germany, 
brought  to  this  country  by  her  parents  in  184U, 
when  she  was  an  infant.  After  his  marriage  he  set- 
tled on  a  farm  in  Ohio  until  1880,  at  which  time  he 
came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  and,  on  March  4, 
settled  on  a  farm  of  160  acres,  which  he  purchased 
from  the  railroad  company.  He  immediately  set  to 
work  improving  this  farm,  and  now  has  one  of  the 
nicest  farms  in  the  county,  on  which  is  a  nice  or- 
chard and  grove.    Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walker  are  the  par- 
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ents  of  eight  cliildren,  viz. :  Henry  (liorn  in  Ohio 
in  1869),  Jacob  (bom  in  Ohio  in  1871),  Anna  (born 
in  Ohio  in  1873),  Mary  (born  in  Ohio  in  1875), 
Emma  (born  in  Ohio  in  1877),  Rose  (born  in  Ohio 
in  1879),  Georgie  (born  in  Nebraska  in  1881)  and 
Drnsie  (born  in  Nebraska  in  1885).  Mr.  Walker 
has  been  very  successful  since  locating  in  this 
county,  which  is  chiefly  ovying  to  honest  hard  work 
and  good  management,  and  is  engaged  quite  exten- 
sively in  raising  cattle,  horses  and  hogs,  in  connec- 
tion with  agricultural  piirsuits.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Walker  are  both  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
the  former  being  one  of  the  trastees  of  the  Blue 
Hill  Church  of  that  denomination.  Mr.  Walker 
belongs  to  the  Alliance,  and  in  his  political  views 
sides  with  the  Democratic  party,  taking  an  active 
interest  in  local  politics,  and  has  served  as  school 
treasurer  ever  since  his  connection  with  this  dis- 
trict. Last  year  he  served  as  assessor  of  Potsdam 
Township.  Mr.  Walker  has  seen  some  of  the 
hard  times  of  the  State,  but  likes  the  country  and 
intends  to  make  it  his  home. 

John  C.  Waller  has  been  a  grain  dealer  of 
Cowles,  Webster  County,  Neb.,  since  1880,  but  from 
the  month  of  December,  1870,  up  to  that  date  he 
was  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  His  birth  occurred 
in  England  in  1844,  his  parents  being  Henry 
and  Mary  (Green)  Waller,  also  born  in  that  coun- 
try, and  in  the  land  of  her  nativity  the  mother  died 
in  1856.  On  April  14,  1869,  John  C.  Waller  left 
England  to  come  to  the  ' '  land  of  the  free  and  the 
home  of  the  brave,"  but  first  landed  in  Quebec, 
coming  to  the  United  States  about  May  1  of  that 
year.  He  first  took  up  his  abode  in  McHenry 
County,  111.,  where  he  resided  two  years,  then,  as 
above  stated,  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb. ,  where 
he  took  up  a  claim  on  which  the  town  of  Cowles  is 
now  located,  and  improved  it.  However,  he  dis- 
posed of  it  in  the  fall  of  1886  and  embarked  in  his 
present  business,  which  is  proving  quite  satisfac- 
tory, financially.  He  is  one  of  those  men  who  came 
to  Nebraska  poor  in  purse,  but  by  perseverance  and 
energy  he  has  gained  the  confidence  of  those  with 
whom  he  associates  and  does  business.  He  has  at 
all  times  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party, 
and  has  aided,  by  his  support  and  encouragement, 


all  things  tending  toward  the  advancement  of 
churches  and  schools.  In  the  fall  of  1872  he  left 
home  on  a  bufPalo  hunt,  going  to  Red  Willow  County, 
but  was  caught  out  in  the  terrible  storm  of  that 
year,  was  snow  bound,  and  came  near  losing  his 
life  and  that  of  his  horses.  When  he  first  came  to 
the  county  the  prairies  were  covered  with  immense 
droves  of  bufiFalo,  deer,  antelope,  elk  and  other 
wild  animals,  but  their  places  are  now  occupied  by 
as  large  herds  of  domestic  animals,  and  the  land, 
instead  of  being  vast  stretches  of  prairie,  comprises 
well-tilled  farms.  Mr.  Waller  was  married,  in  1878, 
to  Miss  Lavinnia  Buster,  a  daughter  of  Samuel 
and  Mary  (Young)  Buster,  of  Franklin  County, 
Neb. ,  and  their  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
two  children:  James  E.  and  Mabel. 

W.  H.  Walter,  a  substantial  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  residing  on  Section  20-2-12,  Inavale  Town- 
ship, first  saw  the  light  in  Fayette  County,  Ind., 
January  30,  1841.  His  father,  a  native  of  Vir- 
ginia, was  reared  to  maturity  in  his  native  State, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  moved  to  Indiana, 
where  he  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  sub- 
sequently marrying,  at  the  age  of  twenty-two 
years,  Miss  Mary  Web,  also  of  Virginia,  and  seven 
children  came  to  brighten  their  home,  viz. :  Mary, 
W.  H.,  Sarah,  Alice,  Catherine,  Charles  and  Dan- 
iel. Of  these,  Mary  is  the  wife  of  Peter  Ostheimer, 
and  resides  in  Hardin  County,  Iowa;  W.  H.  is 
the  subject  of  this  sketch;  Sarah  is  now  Mrs.  John 
Parish,  and  a  resident  of  Wayne  County,  Ind. ; 
Alice  is  deceased;  Catherine  is  wedded  to  a  Mr. 
Berges,  and  resides  in  Hardin  County,  Iowa; 
Charles  resides  in  Chicago,  111.,  and  Daniel  is  de- 
ceased. The  family  continued  to  reside  in  Fay- 
ette County,  Ind. ,  where  the  father  was  success- 
fully engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  until  1871;  then 
moved  to  Hardin  County,  Iowa,  where  they  have 
made  their  home  ever  since.  W.  H.  Walter  spent 
his  youthful  days  in  his  native  State,  remaining  at 
home  until  he  was  seventeen  years  of  age,  when, 
the  war  coming  on,  he  enlisted  (in  July,  1861)  in  a 
company  of  the  Third  Indiana  Light  Artillery,  Capt. 
Tryborger  commander,  and  after  serving  four  years 
and  one  month,  he  was  honorably  discharged  at 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  August  20,  1865.      Among  the 
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principal  engagements  in  which  ho  was  interested 
are  Vicksburg,  the  Red  River  expedition,  Nash- 
ville and  the  Mobile  expedition.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  returned  to  Indiana,  and  engaged  in 
farming  until  1872,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Web- 
ster County,  Neb.  (then  comparatively  in  its  in 
fancy),  and  homesteaded  160  acres  of  good  land. 
At  that  time  game  of  all  kinds  was  very  plentiful, 
the  price  of  hides  and  skins  high,  and  as  Mr.  Wal- 
ter was  very  fond  of  the  sport,  for  the  first  year 
or  so  he  devoted  his  attention  chiefly  to  these  pur- 
suits, making  his  entire  living  in  this  way.  To  his 
original  160  acres  of  land  Mr.  Walter  has  since 
added  120  acres,  thus  making  him  the  owner  of 
one  of  the  finest  farms  in  the  county,  comprising 
280  acres  of  fine  land,  all  improved,  and  well 
stocked  with  horses,  cattle  and  hogs.  In  January, 
1869,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Ostheimer, 
daughter  of  George  and  Mary  Ostheimer,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  Her  father  was  a  soldier 
in  the  late  war,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of 
Richmond,  in  1861.  Seven  children  have  blessed 
their  wedded  life,  viz. :  Lewis,  Anna,  Alice,  Will- 
iam, Ida,  Edward  and  Charles.  Mr.  Walter  is  a 
Republican,  and  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics. 
Almerin  M.  Walters  is  a  prominent  attorney  of 
Blue  Hill,  Neb.,  and  as  he  has  always  applied  him- 
self closely  to  what  he  had  in  hand,  he  has  been 
very  successful.  He  was  born  in  Bureau  County, 
111.,  August  28,  1855,  being  a  son  of  Shepherd  and 
Adaline  (Green)  Walters,  the  former  a  native  of 
Belmont  County,  Ohio,  born  June  8,  1819,  and 
the  latter  a  native  of  New  York  City,  born  in  April, 
1824.  They  were  married  in  1838,  and  became 
the  parents  of  eight  children,  of  whom  Almerin  M. 
was  the  seventh,  five  of  the  family  being  now  alive. 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  in  May,  1869, 
and  the  father  afterward  espoused  Mrs.  Mary  Har- 
rington, with  whom  he  now  resides  in  Oak  Creek 
Township,  Webster  County,  Neb.  The  paternal 
grandfather  of  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
David  Walters,  who  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  and  the  maternal  grandparents  were  Will- 
iam and  Nancy  Green,  both  born  in  New  York 
City.  Almerin  M.  Walters  spent  his  early  youth  on 
a  farm  in  his  native  county,  and  at  the  age  of  fifteen 


years  entered  a  high  school  at  Princeton.  111.,  which 
he  attended  three  years,  graduating  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  years.  The  two  following  years  he  was 
employed  as  teacher  of  mathematics  in  this  school, 
but  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  gave  up  the  position 
to  go  to  Montgomery  County,  Iowa,  where,  during 
the  winter  of  1874,  he  was  principal  of  the  public 
schools  of  Villisca.  In  the  meantime  he  had  en- 
tered upon  the  study  of  law,  and  after  his  school 
had  closed,  in  the  spring  of  1875,  he  commenced 
the  practice  of  his  profession  at  that  place.  His 
admission  to  the  bar  did  not  occur,  however,  until 
August,  1876.  In  the  spring  of  the  following 
year  he  located  in  Red  Oak,  the  county  seat  of 
Montgomery  County,  but  after  remaining  here  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  for  some 
two  years,  he  returned  to  Villisca,  remaining  until 
July,  1885.  Since  that  time  he  has  resided  in 
Blue  Hill,  \eb.  ,where  he  has  been  an  active  and  suc- 
cessful legal  practitioner  ever  since.  Mr.  Walters 
is  a  Republican,  and  has  always  taken  an  active 
interest  in  politics,  and  does  all  he  can  to  promote 
the  welfare  of  his  party.  His  influence  is  felt 
upon  the  platform,  for  he  is  an  able  speaker,  and 
in  1883  he  was  the  candidate  of  his  party  for  the 
Iowa  State  Legislature,  but  on  account  of  the 
heavy  Prohibition  vote  in  that  year  he  was  de 
feated  by  seven  votes.  In  1884  he  was  elected 
mayor  of  Villisca,  serving  one  term,  and  was  also 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  that  place.  He 
is  now  both  clerk  and  attorney  of  Blue  Hill,  and  is 
president  of  the  A.  M.  Walters  Inve-stment  Com- 
pany, of  Blue  Hill,  which  was  organized  in  1889. 
He  was  married,  December  14,  1879,  to  Miss  Lena 
Elliott,  a  native  of  Warren  County,  111.,  and  a 
daughter  of  Jesse  E.  Elliott,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  an  early  settler  of  Illinois.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Walters  have  four  children:  Letha,  Carroll, 
Hazel  and  Helen.  Socially,  Mr.  Walters  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

Sebastian  Walz,  farmer  and  stockman.  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.  Mr.  Walz  is  a  German-American  and 
a  farmer,  and  that  is  enough  to  carry  the  assurance 
that  he  is  one  of  the  substantial  men  of  Elm  Creek 
township,  where  he  resides.  Thrift  is  the  leading 
characteristic  of  the   German  people,  and  ordina- 
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rily  they  become  well-to-do.  Mr.  Walz  was  born 
in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1843,  and  was  the  second 
of  live  children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Anton 
and  Agatha  (Walz)  Walz,  natives  also  of  Baden, 
Germany.  The  father  was  an  officer  in  the  public 
highways,  and  remained  in  his  native  country 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1871 ;  the  mother 
died  in  1854.  Their  children  were  John  (married 
and  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  in  1884),  Se- 
bastian, Henry  (married  and  resides  in  Sioux 
County,  Iowa),  Anton  (resides  in  Cedar  County, 
Iowa),  and  Fred  (resides  in  the  same  county). 
Sebastian  Walz  was  educated  in  the  schools  of 
Germany,  and  in  1867  left  Baden  and  crossed  the 
ocean  to  the  United  States,  settling  in  New  York, 
where  he  worked  in  a  brick-yard  for  some  time. 
In  1870  he  went  to  Stephenson  County,  111.,  en- 
gaged in  farming,  and  was  married  in  Carroll 
County  of  that  State  the  following  year  to  Miss 
Mary  Berger,  a  native  of  Canada,  who  bore  him 
the  following  children:  John,  Anna,  Adolph, 
Carrie,  Eosa,  Ludwig  and  Bertha.  In  1876  Mr. 
Walz  moved  to  Carroll  County,  Iowa,  purchased 
land,  and  there  remained  until  1880,  when  he 
moved  to  Plymouth  County,  Iowa.  In  1881  he 
moved  to  Saline  County,  Neb.,  purchased  an  im- 
proved farm,  and  there  resided  until  coming  to 
Webster  County  in  March,  1885.  He  purchased 
100  acres  of  railroad  land,  began  making  many 
improvements,  and  has  most  of  it  under  cultivation. 
He  takes  considerable  interest  in  politics,  and  his 
vote  is  cast  with  the  Democratic  party.  He  assisted 
in  organizing  the  school  district,  and  is  a  member 
of  the  school  board.  He  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Walz  are 
members  of  the  Catholic  Church  at  Blue  Hill. 

Joseph  W.  Warren  has  been  identified  with  the 
history  of  Webster  County  since  1874.  Born  in 
the  "Hoosier  State,"  he  first  saw  the  light  in 
Greene  County  in  1841.  He  was  the  fourth  of 
twelve  children  born  to  Reuben  and  Naomi  (Aus 
tin)  Warren,  the  former  born  in  Delaware  in  181 1 
and  the  latter  in  1812.  In  early  life  his  father 
engaged  in  the  livery  business,  (also  dealing  ex- 
tensively in  horses)  and  successfully  continued  in 
this  interest  all  his    life.       He  died  in  1875,  his 


wife  still  survives  and  lives  in  Montana.  J.  W. 
Warren  was  taken  while  yet  a  child  by  his  parents 
to  Muscatine,  Iowa,  where  he  was  reared  to  man- 
hood and  received  his  education,  in  the  meantime 
assisting  his  father  in  his  business.  At  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  H, 
Eleventh  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served  throughout 
the  war,  participating  in  all  the  battles  from  Chat 
tanooga  to  Atlanta.  He  took  part  in  the  battle  of 
Shiloh,  and  was  in  the  fight  in  which  McPherson 
was  killed,  July  22,  1864.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged October  9,  1865,  and  immediately  after 
his  discharge  returned  to  his  home.  Here  he  re- 
mained for  one  year  and  then  went  to  Washing- 
ton, Iowa,  and  engaged  in  the  livery  business, 
which  he  continued  for  nine  years,  and  at  the  end 
of  that  time  sold  this  business  and  came  to  No 
braska,  settling  in  Webster  County,  which  he  has 
since  made  his  home.  Upon  his  arrival  in  this 
county  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  choice  land, 
and  resided  on  it  for  five  years.  In  1878  he 
was  elected  sheriff,  and  as  the  best  proof  of  his 
efficiency  and  popularity  as  an  officer,  it  may  be 
mentioned  that  he  was  re-elected  for  three  con- 
secutive terms.  It  was  while  serving  in  this  ca- 
pacity that  a  prisoner  in  his  charge  was  taken 
from  jail  by  a  mob  of  lynchers  and  hanged  until 
he  was  nearly  dead.  Mr.  Warren  forced  his  way 
through  the  mob  and  cut  him  down,  but  not  before 
he  was  so  neaily  dead  that  it  took  the  doctors 
twelve  hours  to  resuscitate  him.  During  this  time 
great  excitement  prevailed.  Mr.  Warren  was 
married  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Julia  S. 
Pierce,  born  in  that  county,  and  six  children  have 
come  to  brighten  their  home,  viz. :  Jessie,  Walter 
G.,  Ruth,  Emeline,  Joseph  W.  and  Carl.  In 
secret  societies  Mr.  Warren  belongs  to  the  A.  F. 
&  A.  M.,  the  G.  A.  E.,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 

William  A.  Watkins  was  born  in  the  State  of 
Illinois  on  July  25,  1854,  but  for  the  past  seven 
years  he  has  been  a  representative  citizen  of  Blue 
Hill,  Neb.  His  father,  Dr.  John  Watkins,  was  one 
of  the  early  physicians  of  Southern  Illinois,  prac 
ticing  his  profession  there  for  about  thirty  years, 
and  near  the  city  of  Springfield  he  reared  his  family. 
I  On  January  30,  1879,  William  A.  was  married  to 
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Miss  Emily  J.  Rape,  the  daughter  of  John  Rape, 
one  of  the  first  settlers  of  Sangamon  County,  but 
her  death  occurred  on  the  31st  day  of  the  follow- 
ing December.  In  1883  Mr.  Watkins  decided  to 
make  his  home  in  Nebraska,  and  his  first  location 
was  made  at  Blue  Hill,  of  which  place  he  has  since 
been  a  resident  and  an  influential  man  of  busi- 
ness. He  formed  a  partnership  with  two  of  his 
brothers,  and  they  liecame  the  proprietors  and 
publishers  of  the  Blue  Hill  Times,  which  paper 
they  founded,  and  were  also  engaged  in  the  real 
estate,  loan  and  live-stock  business.  This  firm 
was  dissolved  in  November,  1886,  after  which  the 
subject  of  this  sketch  became  associated  in  the 
real-estate  and  live-stock  business  with  A.  M.  Wal- 
ters, and  they  are  now  the  proprietors  of  a  well- 
stocked  livery  barn  in  Blue  Hill  and  a  fine  stock- 
farm  three  and  a  half  miles  east  of  the  place,  which 
contains  360  acres,  upon  which  graze  the  numerous 
horses  and  cattle  that  they  purchase.  In  addi- 
tion to  these  enterprises  Mr.  Watkins  has,  for 
the  past  fifteen  years,  followed  the  piu-suit  of  an 
auctioneer,  and  in  this  capacity  he  has  built  up  an 
acquaintance  and  reputation  extending  over  several 
counties.  He  has  dealt  in  live-stock  from  early 
boyhood,  and  the  knowledge  thus  gained,  together 
with  his  natural  ability  as  an  auctioneer,  have  made 
him  particularly  well  fitted  for  this  calling,  and 
his  reputation  as  a  successful  auctioneer  is  thor- 
oughly established,  there  being  in  all  probability 
not  one  in  the  State  who  is  more  widely  or  favor- 
ably known.  He  and  his  partner  own  a  quar- 
ter interest  in  the  Blue  Hill  Creamery,  an  en- 
terprise which  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the 
town  and  community,  and  which  pays  its  stock- 
holders a  reasonable  profit.  On  December  9,  1886, 
Mr.  Watkins  was  married  to  Miss  Adelaide  M. 
Oswin,  who  was  born  in  Wisconsin,  but  who  was 
reared  at  Dixon,  111.  She  is  a  very  estimable  lady 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Christian  Church. 

Silas  S.  Wells.  Among  the  vanguard  of  early 
settlers  in  Webster  County,  few  have  borne  a  more 
conspicuous,  useful  or  honorable  part  than  Silas 
S.  Wells,  who  first  came  to  the  county  on  June  26, 
1871.  He  was  born  in  Piscataquis  County,  Me., 
in  183-1,  the  eldest  of  four  children  born  to  Robert 


and  Louisa  (Stickney)  Wells,  both  natives  of 
Massachusetts.  The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation, and  made  his  home  in  Minnesota  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  July,  1884;  his  wife  died 
March  2,  1840.  The  grandfather  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  Silas  S.  was  reared  as  a 
farmer,  and  educated  in  the  common  schools  of 
Maine.  In  the  fall  of  1855  he  went  to  Hennepin 
County,  Minn.,  and  engaged  in  lumbering  in  the 
pineries  of  that  State.  On  Augiist  12,  1862,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Thirtieth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  in 
Company  A,  for  three  years,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Madison,  and  assigned  to  the  West- 
em  department,  doing  provost  duty  during  the 
war.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville, 
Ky.,  in  September,  1865,  and  immediately  after 
returned  to  Minnesota  and  resumed  his  farming 
operations,  until  June  26,  1871,  when  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  homesteading  160  acres  of  good  land  on 
Little  Blue  River.  Immediately  after  his  arrival 
he  settled  on  this  land,  his  family  being  the  first 
in  Harmony  Township,  and  soon  had  it  under  a 
high  state  of  cultivation.  He  has  .seen  the  com- 
plete growth  of  this  and  Adams  Counties,  and  ex- 
perienced the  grasshopper  scourges  of  1874  and 
1876,  as  well  as  all  the  hardships  incident  to  frontier 
life.  Besides  his  homestead,  Mr.  Wells  is  the 
ovraer  of  160  acres  of  land  in  Kearney  Count}-,  all 
well  improved.  His  marriage  occurred  November 
10,  1865,  in  Pierce  County,  to  Miss  Sylvania  A., 
daughter  of  John  Hawley,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
moved  to  Wisconsin  in  the  spring  of  1855,  and 
there  made  his  home.  Soon  after  his  marriage  he 
moved  to  Minnesota,  settling  in  Dakota  County 
and  engaged  in  farming,  and  from  there  came  to 
Nebraska.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wells  are  the  parents  of 
seven  children,  viz. :  Mary,  Alice,  Lorenzo,  Olive, 
Nettie,  Charley,  Henry.  Mary  is  now  Mrs.  Hall, 
of  Bladen;  Alice  was  the  fir.'it  white  child  born  in 
Adams  County,  her  birth  occurring  June  26,  1871; 
she  is  now  Mrs.  Lorenzo  Canfield,  of  Norman, 
Kearney  County,  Neb. ;  Olive,  Nettie  and  Charley 
are  at  home,  and  Henry  died  November  22,  1887, 
in  his  twentieth  year.  Mr.  Wells  served  as  post- 
master of  Wells,  an  office  in  Webster  County,  for 
fourteen   years.      He  has    always  been    identified 
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with  the  interests  of  the  county,  and  has  served  as 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  is  now  serving  his  third 
term  as  township  supervisor.  He  belongs  to  A.  E. 
Burnside  Post  No.  79,  G.  A.  R.,  Bladen,  Neb.,  of 
which  he  is  commander,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the 
Faimers'  Alliance. 

George  D.  Wenke.  Webster  County  is  in- 
debted to  Germany  for  one  of  its  substantial 
farmers — George  D.  Wenke,  residing  in  Section 
32,  Guide  Rock  Township.  He  was  born  in  Old- 
enburg, November  16,  1849,  a  son  of  John  F. 
and  Kate  (Muuderloh)  Wenke,  both  natives  of 
Oldenburg,  and  when  he  was  three  years  of  age 
his  parents  decided  to  seek  their  fortunes  in  the 
new  world  and  emigrated  to  the  States  in  1852, 
settling  in  Peoria  County,  HI.,  where  the  father 
engaged  in  farming.  They  were  among  the 
pioneers  of  that  section,  and  made  their  home 
at  that  place  until  the  father's  death  in  1875;  his 
willow  still  survives.  George  D.  Wenke  grew  to 
manhood  in  Peoria  County,  HI.,  remaining  at 
home  with  his  father  until  he  had  reached  years 
of  discretion,  when  he  left  his  home,  and  for  the 
next  two  years  sj^ent  his  time  in  Kansas  and  Mis- 
souri engaged  at  different  occupations.  At  the 
end  of  that  time  he  returned  to  his  home  in 
Hlinois,  and  on  February  9,  1882,  led  Miss  Mary 
Bentel,  daughter  of  Adam  Bentel,  a  native  of 
Germany,  to  the  altar  and  they  became  husband  and 
wife.  Mrs.  Wenke  was  born  in  Philadelphia,  Pa., 
and  reared  in  Illinois.  For  one  year  after  his 
marriage  Mr.  Wenke  tilled  the  soil  in  Peoria 
County,  when,  thinking  the  far  west  offered  greater 
attractions  to  the  enterprising  young  man,  in  the 
spring  of  1883  he  came  to  Webster  County,  Neb., 
and  purchased  the  land  on  which  he  is  now  living, 
which  was  then  wild,  uncultivated  prairie  land. 
He  has  a  tine  hedge  fence  surrounding  his  160 
acres,  a  thriving  young  orchard,  a  good  one-and- 
a-half -story  residence,  stables,  sheds,  etc.,  and 
cultivates  about  eighty  acres.  Their  married  life 
has  been  brightened  by  the  birth  of  three  children: 
Rena,  George  Otto  and  John  F.  Mrs.  Wenke  is  a 
member  of  the  Lutheran  Chm-ch.  Mr.  Wenke 
has  served  as  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

Joseph  Wenzinger,  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 


Oak  Creek  Township,  Webster  County,  Neb.,  liv- 
ing on  the  north  half  of  Section  34,  Township  4, 
Range  9,  was  born  in  Baden,  Germany,  in  1844, 
the  second  of  a  family  of  five  children  born  to 
Matthias  and  Catherine  (Fugal)  Wenzinger,  both 
natives  of  Germany,  where  the  father  followed 
farming  as  his  occupation.  When  the  subject  of 
this  sketch  was  three  years  of  age,  his  parents  de- 
cided to  try  their  fortunes  in  the  new  world,  and 
accordingly,  in  1847,  they  emigrated  with  their 
family  to  America,  locating  in  York  State,  where, 
in  Wyoming  County,  they  engaged  in  agricultural 
pursuits  until  1865,  at  that  time  moving  to  Henry 
County,  Ohio,  and  settling  on  a  sixty-acre  farm, 
on  which  they  still  reside,  their  nearest  trading 
point  being  New  Bavaria.  Here  they  have  been 
very  successful.  The  father  is  Democratic  in  his 
political  views,  and  takes  considerable  interest  in 
local  political  matters.  His  wife,  who  died  in  1882, 
was  a  member  of  the  Catholic  Church,  to  which 
church  he  also  belongs.  Their  family  of  five  chil- 
dren were  John,  Joseph,  Theodore,  Frederick  and 
Francis.  The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  youthful  days  in  New  York,  where  he 
received  a  good  common-school  education.  In 
1868  he  started  out  in  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer, 
and  a  workman  in  a  saw-mill,  and  in  1875  immi- 
grated to  Nebraska  and  took  up  a  homestead  and 
timber  claim  in  Oak  Creek  Township,  Webster 
County,  on  which  he  is  now  living.  He  has  since 
purchased  240  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  making 
him  a  fine  farm  of  560  acres,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  improved  places  in  the  county.  Anna  Johan, 
daughter  of  Peter  Johan,  of  Nuckolls  County,  was 
born  in  Prussia  in  1856,  and  in  1876  she  was  mar- 
ried to  Mr.  Wenzinger,  and  they  are  now  the 
parents  of  five  children,  viz. :  John  M. ,  Francis, 
Elizabeth,  William  and  Mary.  Both  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Wenzinger  are  members  of  the  Catholic 
Church,  and  Mr.  Wenzinger  takes  considerable  in- 
terest in  educational  and  religious  matters.  He 
votes  the  Democratic  ticket.  Mr.  Wenzinger  has 
been  identified  with  Webster  County  since  its  early 
history,  and  has  experienced  all  the  hardships  in- 
cident to  the  early  settlement  of  a  country,  his 
nearest  trading  point  at  the  time  of  settlement  be 
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ing  Fairfield;  but  he  has  endured  all  these  disad- 
vantages, and  is  now  reaping  his  reward.  He  is 
engaged  in  stock-raising  on  quite  a  large  scale, 
keejjing  about  300  bead  of  stock  constantly  on 
hand. 

William  J.  Whitten  is  one  of  the  influential 
residents  of  Blue  Hill,  Neb.,  and  although  born 
and  reared  in  County  Armagh,  Ireland,  he  has  the 
interests  of  his  adopted  country  at  heart,  and  is 
a  faithful  subject  of  "Uncle  Sam."  His  birth 
occurred  on  June  16,  1854,  his  parents  being  John 
and  Jane  Whitten.  He  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
receive  a  very  good  early  education,  but  in  1879 
concluded  that  America  ofPered  a  better  field  for 
a  young  man  of  enterprise  and  energy,  and  ac- 
cordingly came  thither.  His  first  two  years  were 
spent  at  Edgar,  Neb. ,  in  the  lumber  and  grain  busi- 
ness, but  he  then  came  to  Blue  Hill,  where  he  has 
since  resided.  He  immediately  became  manager 
of  the  S.  J.  Whitten  lumber  yard,  and  has  filled 
this  po.sition  in  .a  very  satisfactory  manner  ever 
since.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Blue  Hill  Lodge 
of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  a  Republican.  He  has  served  a 
number  of  terms  as  a  member  of  the  village 
board,  and  as  a  business  man  is  enterprising  and 
industrious.  Hattie  V.  Canfield,  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  a  daughter  of  Albert  B.  and  Susan  Canfield, 
became  his  wife  September  2,  1882,  and  to  them 
two  children  have  been  born,  a  son  that  died  in 
infancy  (unnamed)  and  William  Harold,  who  was 
born  on  February  10,  18S8. 

Henry  Wichmann  was  born  in  Oldenburg,  Ger- 
many, November  11,  1819,  a  son  of  Gerhard  and 
Gesiene  Wichmann,  both  natives  of  Oldenburg, 
where  they  still  reside,  the  former  an  agriculturist 
by  occupation.  At  the  age  of  twenty-one,  oui-  sub- 
ject entered  the  German  army,  in  which  he  served 
for  one  year,  and  in  1872  left  his  home  and  native 
land  to  seek  his  fortune  in  the  new  world.  He 
first  located  in  Woodford  Coimty,  111.,  residing 
there  about  nine  months,  and  then,  in  1873,  came 
to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Webster  County,  where 
he  engaged  in  sheep-raising,  in  which  he  has  con- 
tinued uninterruptedly  to  the  present  time.  He  com- 
menced with  ordinary  stock,  but  began  breeding 


for  fine  sheep,  and  now  has  a  splendid  flock,  keep- 
ing an  average  of  1,000  head  of  Merino  sheep. 
In  1875  Mr.  Wichmann  took  320  acres  of  land  un- 
der the  homestead  and  timber  culture  acts.  He 
has  since  purchased  480  acres  of  land,  and  now 
owns  a  fine  farm  of  800  acres,  nearly  all  sur- 
rounded by  a  nice  hedge  fence,  on  which  he  has 
erected  a  good,  large  residence,  good  barns,  cow 
and  sheep-sheds,  cribs,  granaries,  etc.,  and  with 
a  good  wind-pump,  scales,  etc.,  he  is  well  fixed  for 
handling  and  taking  care  of  stock.  He  has  a 
thriving  young  grove  of  about  ten  acres,  with  a 
good  bearing  orchard  of  select  fruits,  besides  a 
quantity  of  small  fruits  and  a  vineyard  of  200 
grapevines.  In  1881  Mr.  Wichmann  paid  a  visit 
to  Peoria,  111. ,  and  on  September  20  of  that  year 
was  wedded  to  Miss  Meta  Weuke,  born  in  Peoria 
County,  a  daughter  of  John  Wenke,  a  native  of 
Germany,  who  accompanied  him  on  his  return  to 
his  Nebraska  home.  This  union  has  been  blessed 
in  the  l)irth  of  three  children:  Katie,  Bertha  and 
Bernhard  (a  lad  of  three  years).  Mr.  Wichmann 
is  now  serving  as  district  treasurer,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board.  In  his  religious 
views  he  is  a  Lutheran. 

Truman  G.  Wilder,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Cowles,  Neb.  One  of  the  best  known  and  most 
highly  respected  residents  of  Webster  County, 
Neb.,  Mr.  Wilder  is  a  man  whose  life  has  been 
an  active  one,  not  without  the  substantial  rewards 
of  success.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Jefferson 
County,  N.  Y.,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  Au- 
gust 30,  1839,  and  is  the  son  of  Jonathan  and 
Axa  (Mosier)  Wilder,  natives  of  Vermont  and  New 
York,  respectively.  Jonathan  Wilder  was  born 
about  1807,  and  was  one  of  three  children  born  to 
the  marriage  of  Aholiab  and  Effie  (Kendall)  Wilder, 
descendants  of  old  Revolutionary  stock  and  early 
settlers  of  our  country.  The  mother  of  our  subject 
was  one  of  eight  children,  Albert,  Ira,  Alpheus, 
Lyman,  Julia,  Sarah,  Mary  and  Asa,  born  to 
Susan  Mosier,  of  German-Irish  descent.  During 
the  late  war  Mr.  Truman  G.  Wilder  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  and  served  from  September,  1861,  to 
September,  1861,  in  Comi)any  C,  Eighth  Illinois 
Cavalry,    in  the  Army   of  the  Potomac.      Among 
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other  battles  in  which  he  participated  were  Rappa- 
hannock, Williamsbiirg,  Coal  Harbor,  Gaines  Mills, 
second  battle  of  Bull  Run,  South  Mountain,  An- 
tietam,  Chancellorsville,  Gettysburg,  Culpeper, 
Brandy  Station  and  many  others.  He  was  twice 
wounded,  once  by  a  sabre  cut  in  the  right  shoulder 
at  Martinsburg,  and  again  by  a  shell  wound  in 
the  i-ight  foot,  near  Brandy  Station.  He  was  also 
in  the  seven-days  siege  of  Richmond,  Gettysburg, 
was  in  the  battle  at  the  fort  near  Washington,  and 
was  in  numerous  skirmishes.  He  left  New  York 
when  sixteen  years  of  age,  and  moved  with  his  par- 
ents to  Illinois,  locating  in  Whiteside  County, 
where,  after  the  war  in  1865,  he  married  Miss 
Orrel  L.  Conyne,  who  was  born  in  Whiteside 
County,  and  who  was  the  daughter  of  J.  D.  and 
Orrel  M.  (Warner)  Conyne.  Mr.  Wilder  moved 
to  Iowa  in  1869,  resided  there  for  ten  years  and 
then  went  to  Republic  County,  Kas.,  where  he 
made  his  home  for  four  years.  In  1883  he  came 
to  Webster  County,  Neb.,  settled  on  his  present 
farm  in  Section  14,  Pleasant  Hill  Township,  and 
there  he  still  resides.  He  has  160  acres  of  excel- 
lent land,  well  stocked,  and  is  one  of  the  substan- 
tial and  prosperous  farmers.  His  six  children  are 
named  as  follows;  Frank  L.,  John  A.,  Minnie  M. 
W.,  Mary  F.,  Gay  lord  T.  and  Bessie  A.  Mr. 
Wilder  has  always  voted  the  Republican  ticket  and 
comes  of  old  Republican  stock.  Since  his  residence 
in  Nebraska  he  has  held  various  political  positions, 
and  at  present  is  chairman  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors. 

William  H.  Wilkinson  has  been  identified  with 
the  material  interests  of  Webster  County,  Neb., 
since  1875,  at  which  time  he  came  to  this  place 
ciud  settled  on  the  160  acres  of  land  on  which  he 
now  lives,  engaged  in  raising  cattle,  horses  and 
hogs.  He  has  seen  the  entire  growth  and  develop- 
ment of  the  country,  and  expects  to  spend  the  rest 
of  his  days  here,  and  to  this  end  has  made  good 
improvements  on  his  place,  set  out  a  thriving 
young  orchard  and  grove,  erected  good  substan- 
tial buildings,  etc.  He  was  born  in  Marion 
County,  Ind.,  in  1847,  the  sixth  of  a  family  of  ten 
children,  born  to  the  union  of  James  and  Rachel 
(Murphy)   W'ilkinson.      His  father   was    born    in 


England,  but  early  in  life  emigrated  to  this  coun- 
try and  settled  in  Mississippi.  He  was  married  in 
Indiana,  and  shortly  after  settled  in  Lancaster, 
Wis.,  and  there  made  his  home  and  raised  his 
children.  Although  a  carpenter  by  trade,  Mr. 
Wilkinson  followed  agricultural  pursuits  all  his 
life,  and  died  in  Wisconsin  in  1887,  his  wife  hav- 
ing previously  died  in  1883,  in  the  same  State,  she 
being  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church.  Their 
ten  childi-en  were  John  T.,  James  M.  (died  in 
infancy),  James  M.,  Daniel  S.,  Elizabeth,  William 
H.,  Rachel,  David,  Phoibe  and  Emma.  William 
H.  spent  his  boyhood  in  Grant  County,  Wis.,  as- 
sisting his  father  on  the  farm  and  attending  school, 
until  at  the  age  of  seventeen,  in  January,  1864,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  C,  Second  Wisconsin  Cavalry, 
and  carried  dispatches,  acted  as  orderly  and  served 
as  scout  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  took  part 
in  the  battles  of  Black  River  and  Jackson,  Miss. 
At  Red  Bow,  Miss. ,  he  was  disabled  in  the  left  leg 
by  a  horse,  from  the  efPects  of  which  he  still  suf- 
fers. He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Austin, 
Texas,  in  1865,  immediately  after  which  he  re- 
turned to  Wisconsin  and  learned  the  harness- 
maker's  trade,  and  in  1871  wedded  Miss  Ellen 
Moses,  born  in  Grant  County  in  1849,  a  daughter 
of  John  Moses,  by  whom  he  became  the  father  of 
nine  children  (seven  of  whom  are  still  living),  viz. : 
Laura  (deceased),  James,  William  (deceased), 
Emma,  Harvey,  Alice,  John,  Frederick  and  Addie. 
Mr.  Wilkinson  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R.,  at  Blue 
Hill,  and  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  He  takes  an 
active  interest  in  local  politics,  and  always  votes 
for  whom  he  considers  the  best  man,  irrespective  of 
party. 

A.  G.  Willis,  local  foreman  of  the  roundhouse  of 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad  at  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.  ,was  born  in  Chautauqua  County,  N,  Y. , 
in  1841,  and  is  a  son  of  Josiah  and  Julia  A.  (Good- 
rich) Willis,  the  former  a  native  of  Vermont,  and 
the  latter  of  New  York.  Until  he  attained  his 
thirteenth  year  A.  G.  Willis  resided  in  his  native 
State,  but  was  then  taken  to  Jackson  County,  Iowa, 
near  Maquoketa,  which  place  was  his  home  until 
1861.  In  the  summer  of  this  year  he  enlisted  in 
Company  M,   Second  Iowa  Cavalry,   and  was  on 
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active  duty  until  July  11,  1863.  after  which  he 
helped  raise  the  Sixty- first  United  States  Colored 
Infantry  Regiment,  with  which  he  served  as  sec- 
ond lieutenant  until  December  31,  1865.  He  was 
in  the  lights  at  Farmington,  Corinth,  luka,  second 
Corinth,  Tupelo,  Oldtown  Creek,  Harrisburg, 
Grierson's  raid  as  far  as  Palo  Alto,  Miss.,  and  the 
taking  of  Mobile,  Ala.  He  was  then  made  provost- 
marshal  of  a  part  of  Bienville,  Claiborne  and  Jack- 
son Parishes,  La.,  and  at  the  close  of  the  war 
made  his  home  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  for  seven 
years.  In  August,  1866,  Mrs.  Nettie  Kraft,  who 
died  in  June,  1868,  became  his  wife,  and  in  the 
city  of  Memphis  he  was  married,  in  November, 
1870,  to  Miss  Maggie  Cashin,  a  native  of  Ireland, 
who  was  brought  to  America  when  an  infant  by 
her  parents.  Her  death  took  place  in  188-4,  and  for 
his  third  wife  Mr.  Willis  took  Miss  Lizzie  J.  Leake,  a 
daughter  of  Judge  Leake,  of  Buffalo  County,  Neb. 
Mr.  Willis  removed  from  Tennessee  to  Iowa  in  1873, 
but  remained  there  only  a  few  months,  when  he  went 
to  Brooktield,  Mo.,  and  became  an  engineer  on  the 
Hannibal  &  St.  Joseph  Railroad,  having  had  much 
experience  in  that  calling.  After  some  time  he 
went  back  to  Iowa,  and  took  up  his  abode  at  Cres- 
ton,  and  became  an  engineer  on  the  Chicago,  Bur- 
lington &  Quincy  Road,  with  which  he  has  been 
connected  for  the  past  twelve  years.  He  located 
permanently  in  Red  Cloud  April  11,  1888,  as 
roundhouse  foreman,  and  has  proved  a  very  com- 
petent man  for  this  position.  In  appearance,  Mr. 
Willis  is  of  average  height,  weighs  about  300 
pounds,  and  is  fair  complexioned.  He  is  a  devout 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
at  all  times  takes  an  active  part  in  all  religious 
services.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Socially  he 
belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and  the  Pilgrim 
Knights  of  the  Palm  and  Shell.  He  is  a  man  who 
has  traveled  over  the  greater  part  of  his  native 
land,  and  besides  being  in  thirty  States  and  three 
Territories,  he  has  traveled  in  Canada,  Mexico 
and  Cuba. 

Charles  G.  Wilson  has  been  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  dairying  in  Webster  County  since  1882. 
He  was  born  in  Camden,  Jay  County,  Ind. ,  August 
28,  1842,  being  the  second  of  twelve  children,  ten 


now  living,  bom  to  John  T.  and  Hannah  D.  (Jones) 
Wilson,  natives,  respectively,  of  Columbiana  County, 
Ohio,  and  Bedford  County,  Pa.  The  former  died 
in  1864  and  the  latter  in  1885.  Charles  G.  Wil- 
son was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  village, 
and  at  the  age  of  eighteen  years  entered  the  Union 
army  as  a  member  of  Company  A,  Forty-seventh 
Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry,  with  which  he  served 
four  years  and  four  mouths,  or  throughout  the  re- 
mainder of  the  war.  He  was  at  Port  Gibson, 
Champion's  Hill,  siege  and  battle  of  Vicksburg,  and 
Mobile,  besides  many  others  of  less  note.  He  was 
in  the  Fourth  Division,  Thirteenth  Army  Corps, 
the  former  commanded  by  Gen.  A.  P.  Hovey  and 
the  latter  by  Gen.  John  A.  McClernand.  Mr.  Wilson 
was  married  on  March  9,  1864,  to  Miss  Emma  H. 
Harper,  a  native  of  Montgomery  County,  Ohio, 
and  a  daiighter  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Jen- 
nings) Harper,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania 
and  the  latter  of  New  Jersey.  In  1866  Mr.  Wil- 
son emigrated  from  Jay  County,  Ind. ,  to  Marshall 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  six  years,  coming 
in  1872  to  Nebraska  and  taking  up  a  claim  of  160 
acres  in  Adams  County.  This  he  proved  up  and 
occupied  two  years,  after  which  he  pre-empted 
another  160  acres  in  the  same  county,  living  on  it 
eight  years.  In  1882  he  removed  to  a  timber 
claim  of  160  acres  which  he  had  taken  in  Webster 
County,  and  this  farm  he  has  occupied  ever  since. 
The  town  of  Blue  Hill  has  been  built  just  west  of 
this  place,  and  its  near  proximity  has  made  Mr. 
Wilson's  farm  very  valuable.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and  in  his 
political  views  is  a  Prohibitionist,  serving  one  term 
as  commissioner  in  Adams  County.  He  has  filled 
the  office  of  supervisor  since  coming  to  Webster 
County,  being  chairman  of  the  board.  In  con- 
nection with  farming  and  stock-dealing  he  has,  for 
the  past  two  j^ears,  owned  and  conducted  a  first- 
class  dairy.  He  has  proved  a  valuable  resident  of 
the  county  since  locating  here,  and  he  and  his  wife 
are  respected  and  esteemed  by  all  who  know  them. 
They  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and 
are  the  jiarents  of  the  following  children:  Zuella, 
Arthur,  Maud,  Grace,  Walter  and  Charles. 

Thomas  J.  Ward,  city  clerk  of  Red  Cloud,  was 
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reared  at  his  birthplace,  Wythe  County,  Va.,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  (in  1864)  he  entered 
Emery  and  Henry  College  (Virginia),  but  his  course 
was  cut  short  by  the  war,  and  he  entered  the 
Confederate  service  at  the  age  of  less  than  fifteen 
years,  under  his  old  professor  of  mathematics  as 
orderly,  in  Company  E,  Twenty-first  Virginia,  en- 
tering upon  active  service.  In  1864  he  was  at  Cedar 
Creek  (where  Sheridan  made  his  raid).  Five  Forks 
and  Petersburg,  Hatchie'  s  Run,  back  to  Richmond, 
thence  to  Lee's  surrender  at  Appomattox,  Ajiril  9, 
1 865.  At  Liberty  Mills  he  was  \?ounded,  his  horse 
being  shot  fi-om  rinder  him.  He  came  to  Nebraska 
in  1865,  and  was  at  Fontanelle  and  Fremont  until 
1872,  clerking  in  a  mercantile  establishment.  He 
took  a  homestead  on  Wilton  Creek,  near  Gov. 
Pond,  which  he  still  owns.  In  1878  he  went  to 
Cowles  and  built  the  iirst  frame  building  and  en- 
gaged in  business,  being  the  first  one  to  embark  in 
business  at  that  place.  He  remained  in  Cowles 
ten  years  and  then  came  to  Red  Cloud  and  published 
the  Helmet,  a  Democratic  paper,  which  he  ran  suc- 
cessfully for  one  year.  He  then  founded  the  Red 
Cloud  Democrat,  which  he  held  for  six  months,  and 
then  sold  to  D.  J.  Myers,  the  present  owner.  He 
then  entered  the  real  estate  business  and  estab- 
lished a  collecting  agency,  and  has  been  in  that 
business  ever  since.  He  owns  his  own  residence, 
consisting  of  a  house  aud  two  lots,  and  is  one  of 
Red  Cloud's  substantial  and  enterprising  citizens. 
In  1876  he  called  the  first  Democratic  convention 
ever  held  in  the  county,  by  letter.  The  party  was 
organized  and  the  first  Democratic  vote  in  the 
county  cast.  He  has  been  candidate  for  office  on 
the  Democratic  ticket  several  times,  but  on  account 
of  the  odds  of  the  Republican  party,  was  defeated 
on  each  occasion.  Mr.  Ward  belongs  to  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  and  the  M.  W.  A.  In  September,  1872, 
he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss  Cornelia  Hickock, 
in  Dodge  County,  Neb.  She  was  born  in  Wiscon- 
sin, and  had  five  brothers  in  the  Northern  army. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ward  have  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  five  children,  viz. :  Dora,  Artemus,  William,  Viola 
and  Frankie  C.  Mr.  Ward  was  the  second  of  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  born  to  N. 
W.  and  Nancy  A.  (McDonald)  Ward.      His  father 


was  a  physician,  and  was  born,  reared,  married  and 
lived  in  Virginia  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in 
18,61,  in  his  fortieth  year.  His  widow  is  now  re- 
siding in  Cowles.  His  paternal  grandfather,  Eph 
riam  Ward,  was  born  in  1798,  and  died  in  1869; 
his  father  was  born  in  Ireland.  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Solomon  McDonald,  was  also  a  Vir- 
ginian by  birth. 

Elisha  E.  Woodward,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Giride  Rock,  Neb.  In  reviewing  the  lives  of  prom- 
inent residents  of  Webster  County,  mention  must 
be  made  of  Elisha  E.  Woodward,  who  came  to  this 
county  in  its  early  history  and  has  contributed  in 
no  small  degree  to  its  upbuilding  and  settlement. 
He  was  born  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich., 
July  20,  1840,  a  son  of  Joseph  and  Catherine 
(Swingle)  Woodward,  both  natives  of  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  were  married,  and  soon  after  that  event 
took  place,  emigrated  to  Michigan,  locating  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  about  the  year  1830.  They  were 
among  the  earliest  settlers  at  this  place,  and  here 
the  wife  and  mother's  death  occurred  in  1843,  fol- 
lowed by  her  husband  in  1872.  Elisha  E.  Wood- 
ward grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and 
August  9,  1862,  he  enlisted  in  Company  K,  Nine- 
teenth Michigan  Infantry,  and  served  his  country 
faithfully  and  well,  until  June  25,  1865,  when  he 
was  honorably  discharged.  Among  the  battles  in 
which  he  participated  are  the  following:  Resaea, 
New  Hope  Church.  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Peach  Tree 
Creek.  Averysboro  and  Bentonville,  N.  C.  He  was 
with  Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea,  and  was  in 
the  siege  of  Atlanta.  At  Thompson's  Station  his 
brigade  was  taken  prisoner  (in  1863),  and  held  at 
Libby  Prison  for  about  a  month,  then  paroled  and 
returned  to  their  homes.  As  soon  as  exchanged, 
our  subject  returned  to  his  regiment  and  duty.  At 
the  close  of  the  war  he  returned  to  his  home  in  St. 
Joseph  County,  and  engaged  in  farming  until  1870, 
when  he  came  to  Webster  County,  and  entered  a 
homestead  of  160  acres  on  Republican  River 
(mostly  bottom  land),  all  of  which  he  has  fenced 
with  a  nice  hedge,  and  on  which  he  has  erected  a 
neat  and  commodious  residence  one  and  one-half 
stories  high,  good  barns  and  out-buildings.  He  has 
a   flourishing  young  orchard,    mostly   devoted    to 
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cherries.  In  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich. ,  on  Septem- 
ber 5,  1860,  Miss  Nancy  J.  Embley,  daughter  of 
William  Embley,  became  Mrs.  Woodward,  and 
seven  children  have  been  given  them  to  brighten 
their  home,  viz. :  Sherman,  Stanley,  Myrtie,  Irvin, 
Maggie,  Ethel  and  Clarence.  Mrs.  Woodward  was 
born  in  New  York,  but  grew  to  womanhood  and  was 
educated  in  St.  Joseph  County,  Mich.  Mr.  Wood- 
ward belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance  and  the  G. 
A.  R. 

William  J.  Wright,  a  successful  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Webster  County,  residing  on  Sec- 
tion 25,  Town  4,  Range  9,  Oak  Creek  Township, 
was  born  in  Randolph  County,  Ind.,  in  1841.  His 
father,  James  Wright,  was  born  in  Clinton  County, 
Ohio,  being  a  son  of  Jonathan  Wright,  and  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  selecting  farming 
as  his  vocation,  and  later  was  united  in  matrimony 
to  Miss  Abagail  Starbuck,  also  a  native  of  Ohio, 
and  the  daughter  of  Gair  Starbuck,  who  bore  him 
ten  children,  the  subject  of  this  sketch  being  the 
eighth  in  order  of  birth,  as  follows:  Asenath,  Jehu, 
Asa,  Susanna,  Margaret,  John  G..  Sarah  A.,  Mary, 
W' illiam  and  Thomas  J.  Soon  after  his  marriage 
Mr.  Wright  moved  to  Randolph  County,  Ind., 
where  he  tilled  the  soil  very  successfully  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  Randolph  County  in  1849. 
After  his  death  his  widow  and  family  moved  to 
Lowell  County,  111.,  in  1854,  and  later  moved  to 
Logan  County,  same  State,  where,  in  1864,  the 
mother  passed  away.  Both  parents  were  members 
of  the  Friends'  Church.  The  father  was  a  Whig, 
and  a  strong  Abolitionist.  William  J.  Wright  was 
reared  to  manhood  on  his  father's  farm,  and  his 
early  life  was  passed,  like  that  of  all  farmers'  boys, 
in  attending  school  and  assisting  his  father  in  the 
labors  incident  to  an  agricultural  life.  In  early 
manhood  he  started  out  for  himself  by  tilling  the 
soil  in  Illinois.  In  1865  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Frances  M.  Hudson,  daughter  of  John  O.  Hudson, 
was  consummated.  She  was  born  in  Kentucky  in 
1847.  Mr.  Wright  followed  farming  in  Illinois 
with  moderate  siiccess  until  1878,  and  then  came 
to  Webster  County  and  located  his  present  place. 
He  purchased  240  acres  of  excellent  land,  which 
he  has  improved,    and   is  now  very  successfully 


engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  He  has  a 
thriving  young  orchard  and  a  fine  grove,  and  is  to- 
day considered  among  the  substantial  and  well-to- 
do  farmers  of  Webster  County,  and  he  has  the 
pleasure  of  knowing  that  his  property  has  all  been 
made  by  his  own  honest  hard  labor  and  good  man- 
agement. He  came  to  this  section  when  the  coun- 
try was  entirely  new,  and  has  witnessed  its  entire 
growth  and  development.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wright 
are  the  jjarents  of  nine  children :  Henry,  Cora  (now 
Mrs.  William  Finney,  of  this  county),  George, 
Lenie,  Ollie,  Levi,  Alpheus,  Frank  and  Fern. 
Mrs.  W'right  belongs  to  the  Christian  Church,  and 
is  an  estimable  lady.  Mi-.  Wright  has  always  been 
identified  with  the  Republican  party,  and  takes 
considerable  interest  in  local  politics.  He  belongs 
to  the  Alliance. 

George  O.  Yeiser,  dealer  in  real  estate.  Red 
Cloud,  Neb.,  was  born  in  Garrard  Coimty,  Ky.,  in 
1825,  being  a  son  of  George  and  Margaret  (Jame- 
son) Yeiser,  the  former  of  whom  was  also  a  native 
of  the  Blue  Grass  State.  The  father,  a  tanner  by 
occupation,  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  1812,  and 
died  in  1873,  in  his  seventy-ninth  year.  Grand- 
father Yeiser  was  born  in  Lancaster  County,  Pa. , 
and  in  early  life  moved  to  Baltimore,  Md. ,  subse- 
quently settling  in  Danville,  Ky. ,  where  his  death 
occurred.  Grandfather  Jameson  was  born  in  Car- 
oline County,  Va.,  and  died  in  1812.  He  was  a 
captain  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  and  was  a  nephew 
of  the  Jameson  that  captured  the  famous  Andre. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Kentucky,  receiving  a  liberal  education,  and  was 
graduated  in  the  class  of  1848,  at  Centre  College, 
with  the  degree  of  A.  B.  Subsequently,  having 
read  law,  he  was  admitted  to  the  bar,  and  entered 
upon  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Southern 
Kentucky,  in  1867  moving  to  Franklin  County, 
Ky.,  where,  by  the  result  of  an  accident,  he  lost 
his  arm.  From  the  fall  of  1860,  until  December, 
1862,  he  practiced  law  in  Mexico,  Mo.,  and  during 
this  time  was  curator  of  the  State  University.  In 
December,  1862,  Mr.  Yeiser  returned  to  Southern 
Kentucky  and  resumed  his  law  practice  until 
1867;  during  the  year  1804-65.  whOe  collector  of 
revenue,  with  headquarters  at  Paducah,  over  11,- 
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000,000  passed  through  his  haads.  In  1875  he 
was  ordained  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church,  and 
the  same  year  came  to  Nebraska  and  took  charge 
of  the  Baptist  Church  at  Ashland.  In  December, 
1876,  assuming  charge  of  the  church  at  this  place, 
he  continued  so  occiipied  until  1883,  then  being 
obliged,  on  account  of  failing  health  to  abandon 
bis  labors.  He  still  preaches  every  other  Sunday 
at  Guide  Eock.  Since  settling  in  Webster  County, 
Mr.  Yeiser  has  married  over  200  couples.  During 
the  summer  of  1883  he  opened  a  real  estate  office 
with  his  son,  Ryland  D.,  as  a  partner,  and  they 
have  since  conducted  a  large  and  profitable  busi- 
ness. Mr.  Yeiser  served  as  county  judge  of  Web- 
ster County  during  1884-85.     He  was  married  in 


Fayette  County,  Ky.,  in  1859,  to  a  Miss  Dillard, 
who  died  in  1884,  leaving  five  children,  viz. :  Pa- 
mela D.,  Ryland,  John  O.,  William  and  James. 
Two  of  his  children  are  dead,  one  passing  away  in 
infancy  and  the  other  at  about  seven  years  ot  age. 
His  son,  John  O. ,  is  a  successful  lawyer  of  Omaha. 
R.  Dillard  Bedford,  a  nephew  of  Mrs.  Yeiser,  has 
made  his  home  with  his  uncle  ever  since  he  was 
five  years  old,  and  is  now  reading  law  with  Attor- 
ney Gilham  at  Red  Cloud.  Mrs.  Yeiser  was  a 
daughter  of  Rev.  R.  T.  Dillard,  D.  D.  Mr.  Yeiser 
is  a  Mason  and  belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is 
a  director  and  stockholder  of  the  Farmers'  &  Mer- 
chants' Banking  Company,  and  takes  much  inter- 
est in  the  progress  of  the  locality. 
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CHAPTER  XXYIII. 

Situation   and  Botjndary — Area — Government   Survey — Physical  Features— Geological  Formation — Tim- 
ber, Streams  and  Drainage — Nature  op  Soil — Climatic  Attractions— Period  of  Settlement- 
Extract — Numerous    First    Things — "  Great  Trail  "  —  The   Earliest    Inhabitant- 
List    op  Later  Settlers— An  Amusing  Anecdote — Indian  Troubles- 
Wild  Animals. 


I  want  air,  and  suushiue,  and  blue  sky, 
The  feeling  of  the  breeze  upon  my  face. 
The  feeling  of  the  turf  beneath  my  feet. 
And  no  walls  but  the  far-off  mountain  tops. — Lonyfiiluir. 


UCKOLLS  COUNTY,  Ne 
braska,  lying  in  the  south- 
ern tier  of  counties,  about 
130    miles    west    of    the 
Missouri  River,  is  bounded 
1^  north  by  Clay  County,  east 
^^V^  by  Thayer,   south  by  Re- 
public and  Jewell  Counties  in  the 
State  of  Kansas,  and  west  by  Web- 
ster     It    embraces,     according   to 
government  surveys,  Townships    1 
to  4  inclusive,    north   of  the  base 
line,    in    Ranges  5  to  8   inclusive, 
webt  of  the  sixth  principal   merid- 
ian.* This  makes  the  area  of  the 
county    24   miles   square,    or   576 
square  miles,  the  area  in  acres  be- 
ing 367,534. 
The  government  survey  of  the  lands  was  made 
in  1858-59,   and  about  the  same  time   the  Terri- 
torial Legislatiire  mapped  it  out  as  a  county  and 


it  Nuckolls,  after  a  wealthy  firm  of  mer 
chants  then  doing  business  in  Nebraska  City.  The 
topography  of  the  county  is  similar  to  that  of 
Webster,  though  it  has  more  and  larger  streams, 
and  probably  a  little  more  timber.  The  timber, 
however,  which  is  mostly  elm,  cottonwood,  oak, 
ash  and  boxelder,  covers  but  a  very  small  portion 
of  the  area  of  the  county,  and  is  found  along  the 
streams  only.  In  addition  to  the  native  forests,  a 
large  acreage  of  timber  has  been  planted  since  the 
settlement  of  the  county  began.  Aside  from  the 
narrow  strips  of  timber  bordering  the  streams, 
the  siarface  of  the  county  is  all  prairie,  usually 
termed  rolling  prairie.       Back  from  the  streams 
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the  land  is  comparatively  level,  while  near  theni 
and  along  the  "  draws  "it  is  more  rolling,  and 
the  larger  streams  with  their  valleys  are  bordered 
with  prominent  bliiffs.  The  scenery  of  the  county 
from  nearly  all  points,  especially  from  the  bluffs, 
is  extremely  picturesque. 

The  Republican  River,  a  full  description  of 
which  is  given  in  the  history  of  Webster  County, 
enters  Nuckolls  County  from  the  west,  at  a  point 
four  miles  north  of  the  southwest  corner  thereof, 
and  flows  thence  in  a  general  easterly  direction, 
bearing  southward,  and  crosses  the  line  and  enters 
the  State  of  Kansas  at  a  point  about  ten  miles  east 
of  the  southwest  corner  of  the  county.  It  then  re- 
turns into  Nuckolls  County  at  three  different 
places,  and  finally  leaves  it,  returning  into  Kansas 
at  a  point  a  little  over  eight  miles  west  of  the 
southeast  corner  of  the  county.  Its  route  through 
the  county  is  considerably  crooked,  as  its  channel 
crosses  the  valley  several  times,  so  that  it  washes 
the  bluffs  first  on  one  side  and  then  on  the  other, 
mostly,  however,  on  the  southern  side.  The  bluff 
on  the  southern  side  of  the  valley  is  the  most  ab- 
rupt all  the  way  through  the  county.  On  the  north 
side  it  is  generally  reached  by  one  or  more  terraces 
or  benches.  This  accounts  for  the  fact  that  the 
railroad  and  all  the  towns  along  the  river  in  Ne- 
braska are  located  on  the  north  side.  A  few  small 
draws  in  the  county  lead  the  surplus  water  into 
this  river  from  the  south.  The  tributaries  from 
the  north  are  Crosby  and  Blakely  Creeks,  which 
empty  into  the  river  in  Range  6,  west;  Lost 
Creek,  which  flows  by  the  city  of  Superior,  and 
empties  into  Blakely  below,  and  Beaver  Creek,  in 
Range  8,  west.  In  addition  to  these  creeks  are  a 
few  draws  leading  from  the  north  to  the  river. 
Spring  Creek  rises  southeast  of  the  center  of  the 
county,  and  flows  in  a  southeasterly  direction, 
crossing  its  eastern  boundary  four  and  a  half  miles 
north  of  the  southeast  corner.  It  empties  into  the 
Little  Blue  River  near  the  center  of  Thayer  County. 

The  Little  Blue  River  enters  the  county  from 
the  north,  nine  miles  east  of  its  northwest  corner, 
and  flows  southeasterly  through  the  county,  leav- 
ing it  at  a  point  a  little  over  nine  miles  south  of  the 
northeast  corner.      The  tributaries  of  this  river  in 


the  county  on  the  south  are  Turtle,  Oak,  Elk,  Ox 
Bow,  Dry  and  Liberty  Creeks.  Of  these  the  prin- 
cipal are  Elk  and  Liberty,  the  former  rising  in  the 
western  part  of  the  county,  in  Township  3  north, 
Range  8,  and  flowing  easterly  by  way  of  Nelson, 
the  county  seat,  to  its  outlet  in  Section  7,  in  Range 
5  of  the  same  township  north.  Liberty  Creek 
enters  the  county  about  six  miles  south  of  its 
northwest  corner,  and  flows  across  the  northwest- 
ern portion,  and  leaves  it  five  and  a  half  miles  east 
of  the  northwest  corner.  There  are  no  tributaries 
worthy  of  mention  on  the  north  side  of  the  Little 
Blue  within  the  county.  The  south  fork  of  Big 
Sandy  Creek  flows  southeasterly  across  the  county's 
northeast  portion  in  Township  4  north.  Range  5 
west.  The  streams  mentioned  furnish  all  the 
drainage  of  Nuckolls  County,  and  are  sufficient 
for  that  purpose.  No  artificial  drainage  will  ever 
be  necessary.  The  smaller  streams  are  not  subject 
to  any  considerable  overflow,  but  the  Republican 
and  Little  Blue  occasionally  rise  above  their  banks 
and  spread  out  over  their  first  bottoms. 

The  soil  of  Nuckolls  County  is  similar  in  qual- 
ity to  that  of  the  other  counties  having  their  his- 
tory in  this  volume.  It  is  a  rich  black  loam,  and 
produces  so  well  that  the  farmers  have  not  as  yet 
found  it  necessary  to  apply  any  fertilizing  matter 
worthy  of  mention.  It  is,  like  the  other  counties 
mentioned,  best  adapted  to  the  production  of  corn 
and  oats,  but  spring  wheat  is  extensively  raised. 
The  yield  of  crops  for  the  year  1889  will  be  shown 
elsewhere  in  this  work.  The  dividing  ridge  be- 
tween the  Republican  and  Little  Blue  Rivers  ex- 
tends east  and  west  through  the  county,  a  little 
south  of  the  center  thereof. 

The  climate  is  also  an  important  topic  for  con- 
sideration. Through  exaggerated  newspaper  re- 
ports in  the  East  this  feature  of  Nebraska's  attract- 
iveness is  not  well  understood.  In  fact,  it  has  been 
grossly  misrepresented.  The  general  climate  of 
Nuckolls  County  could  not  be  made  better  known 
than  to  recite  the  fact  that  the  county  lies  just 
north  of  the  celebrated  40th  parallel  of  north  lati- 
txxde,  which  line  passes  through  Northern  Mis- 
souri, Central  Illinois,  Indiana,  Ohio  and  Southern 
Pennsylvania.     Everything  else  being  equal,   the 
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climate  of  this  county  would  be  similar  to  that  of 
the  parts  of  the  above  named  States;  but  owing  to 
its  elevation  (1,650  feet)  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
its  true  climate  is  more  like  that  of  Northern  In- 
diana and  Ohio.  For  Southern  Nebraska  the 
mean  annual  temperature  is  58°,  mean  summer 
temperature  is  83°  and  mean  winter  temperature 
is  25°. 

Occasionally  the  extremes  are  great,  yet  they 
are  so  modified  that  no  acute  suffering  follows. 
The  ever  cooling  breezes  of  summer  and  the  dry- 
ness of  the  pure  atmosphere  of  winter  render  ex- 
tremes of  temperature  more  endurable  than  a 
quiescent  and  moist  atmosphere.  The  autumn 
months  are  delightful.  Excessive  rains  seldom 
fall,  and  good  mild  weather  is  prolonged  into  De- 
cember and  frequently  until  January.  A  short 
rough  spell  is  apt  to  occur  in  November,  but  noth- 
ing continued  and  severe  occurs  until  the  last  of 
December. 

From  this  it  may  be  learned  that  the  winters 
are  not  long,  and  are  not  unendurably  cold  for 
the  latitude.  It  is  also  very  healthful,  there  being 
uo  swamp  or  marsh  lands,  or  stagnant  water  at  all 
to  engender  malaria.  A  case  of  fever  and  ague 
is  seldom  heard  of.  The  water  in  the  streams 
has  a  rapid  current,  and  an  abundance  of  pure  and 
almost  ' '  soft ' '  water  is  obtained  by  boring  or  dig- 
ging, either  of  which  is  easily  done,  there  being  no 
rock  in  the  way.  On  bottom  lands  wells  are  sunk 
fi'om  twenty  to  forty  feet  deep,  and  on  the  uplands 
from  forty  to  one  himdred  feet  deep.  Raw  lands 
can  be  purchased  at  from  $10  to  $15  per  acre,  and 
improved  lands  from  $15  to  $20  and  upward, 
owing  to  amount  of  improvements  and  location. 

With  such  indications  as  are  here  presented,  it 
was  not  strange  that  Nuckolls  County's  pioneers 
should  spread  abroad  glowing  descriptions  of  this 
new  Eldorado,  or  that  they  should  be  followed  by 
a  steady  influx  of  emigration.  The  following  quo- 
tations, pertaining  to  the  settlement  of  the  county, 
are  taken  largely  from  the  Andreas  State  History, 
published  some  years  ago. 

The  history  of  Nuckolls  County  commences 
with  the  "great  trail"  period  for  the  overland 
route  from  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  to  California,  that  en- 


tered Nebraska  on  the  south  of  Jefferson  County, 
passing  through  the  northern  part  of  this,  or  along 
the  course  of  the  Little  Blue. 

Settlements  were  attempted  as  early  as  1858, 
about  the  time  Jeiferson  and  Thayer  Counties  re- 
ceived their  first  white  settlers,  but  being  almost 
on  the  extreme  border  of  the  frontier,  the  bold 
leaders  in  the  van  of  westward  emigration  were 
not  permitted  by  the  savage  occupants  to  see  civili- 
zation established,  but  paid  their  lives  for  the  se- 
curity that  is  today  so  rapturously  enjoyed  by  the 
citizens  of  Nuckolls  County.  These  fertile  hills 
and  valleys  were  watered  and  sanctified  by  their 
blood.  Credit  belongs  to  those  who  came  in  1870, 
but  glory  to  those  who  came  before. 

The  Mormons  passed  through  the  county  along 
the  course  of  the  Little  Blue  on  their  hegira  west- 
ward to  Salt  Lake,  making  the  first  road  or  trail 
in  Nuckolls  County,  which  was,  in  1858,  adopted, 
straightened,  bridged  and  used  by  the  Government 
in  transporting  supplies  to  the  different  military 
posts  along  the  frontier,  in  the  mountains,  and  to 
California. 

In  1859  Butterfield  started  the  Pony  Express 
over  this  road,  which,  considering  the  time  and 
route,  was  a  hazardous  enterprise.  The  same  year 
Russell  &  Waddell  started  the  Overland  Stage  Line 
and  established  stations  along  the  route  in  Nuck- 
olls, the  most  noted  of  which  was  Oak  Grove. 

B.  S.  Comstock  is  the  oldest  settler  now  in  the 
county,  arriving  here  as  early  as  1858,  who,  with 
his  family  and  the  other  ranchmen  along  this  route, 
deserve  the  credit  and  glory  of  opening  Nuckolls 
County  and  the  territory  of  Southern  Nebraska, 
and  repairing  the  road  for  the  establishment  of 
farms  and  happy  and  prosperous  homes  by  the 
coming  tide  of  emigration. 

In  1861  Mr.  Comstock  purchased  Oak  Grove,, 
situated  on  the  Little  Blue,  in  the  eastern  part  of 
the  county,  whither  he  moved  his  family,  consist- 
ing of  himself  and  seven  children — four  boys  and 
three  girls.  Here  he  remained  until  1867,  through 
the  severest  period  of  the  county's  history,  farm- 
ing a  little  and  keeping  a  ranch.  The  trials  of  the 
family  and  other  settlers  during  this  period  can  be 
found  in  the   article  on    Indian   troubles.      Read 
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them  and  you  will  acknowledge  him  and  his  sons 
and  daughters,  most  of  whom  are  still  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Oak  Grove,  as  the  heroes  of  the 
county. 

Oak  Grove  Ranch  was  rebuilt  in  1865,  having 
been  destroyed  in  the  great  raid  of  1864,  and  the 
Comstock  family  were  joined  by  two  others,  that 
settled  south  of  the  Little  Blue.  The  names  of 
the  families  we  are  unable  to  discover.  In  1867, 
during  the  Indian  raids,  the  county  was  abandoned 
by  white  settlers,  excepting  a  man  by  the  name  of 
John  Lorrimer,  who  could  not  be  induced  to  go. 
He  was  warned  of  the  danger — the  fearful  hazard 
of  remaining  at  the  mercy  of  so  powerful  and  com- 
passionless  an  enemy.  He  declared  his  intention 
of  remaining,  believing  he  was  able  to  escape  their 
fury.  But  in  less  than  two  weeks  he  fell  a  victim 
to  the  merciless  tomahawk  and  scalping-knife, 
leaving  in  the  hands  of  the  Indians  a  good  span  of 
horses  and  his  weapons  of  defense,  with  which 
they  were  better  prepared  to  carry  on  their  work 
of  exterminating  the  pioneers. 

The  next  attempt  at  settlement  was  made  two 
years  later,  1S69,  by  Philip  and  Henry  Michaels, 
at  Oak  Grove.  Previous  to  this  the  Government 
had  sent  soldiers  into  the  county,  but  they  were  of 
little  advantage  then,  as  the  county  was  empty  of 
white  settlers. 

In  1870,  Thayer  County  becoming  quite  well 
settled,  and  soldiers  being  stationed  near  the  Nuck- 
olls County  line,  the  Indians  were  less  bold  and 
troublesome,  and  were  moving  westward.  As  the 
coast  was  comparatively  quiet,  settlers  became 
more  numerous. 

Prominent  among  the  settlers  of  the  county 
during  the  early  years  were  the  following:  In  1870 
— J.  P.  Hammond,  from  Ohio,  after  whom  Ham- 
.  mond Precinct  is  named;  D.  W.  Montgomery,  from 
Iowa,  locating  on  Blue  River;  A.  Simonton,  fiom 
Illinois,  locating  on  Blue  River  in  the  Oak  Grove 
settlement;  James  Beacham,  from  England,  locat- 
ing in  what  is  now  St.  Stephens  Precinct;  Ira  D. 
Kammerer,  from  Iowa,  locating  in  what  is  now 
Nora  Precinct. 

In  1871 — William  Loudon,  from  Illinois,  locat- 
ing and  taking  a  homestead  at  the  present  city  of 


Superior;  Hon.  J.  M.  Cook,  from  Iowa,  locating 
in  what  is  now  Blaine  Precinct;  Robert  Holling- 
worth,  a  native  of  England,  locating  in  the  Oak 
Grove  settlement;  P.  C.  Morehead,  fi'om  Iowa, 
locating  in  what  is  now  Liberty  Precinct;  G.  D. 
Follmer,  from  Iowa,  locating  in  Elk  Precinct; 
George  A.  Felton,  a  native  of  Vermont,  locating 
on  Blue  River,  in  what  is  now  Sherman  Precinct; 
J.  A.  Roberts,  from  Iowa,  locating  in  what  is  now 
Blaine  Precinct;  A.  Wiggins,  from  Michigan, 
locating  the  tirst  homestead  in  Sherman  Precinct. 
Other  settlers  of  1871  were:  A.  R.  Downing,  C.  C. 
Fletcher,  E.  L.  Downing,  Joseph  Allen,  Joseph 
Hannum,  the  Naylors,  E,  Vanderwood,  E.  C. 
Davis,  James  Campbell,  Dr.  Schenk,  E.  Reed,  M. 
Morris,  J.  Fletcher,  F.  Werner.  John  Marshall, 
W.  P.  Trent,  W.  R.  Fuller,  H.  Abbott,  James 
Candy,  Rufus  Culp,  J.  G.  Graham,  J.  Downer,  S. 
W.  Doss,  Isaac  Fisher,  Frank  Yaw,  J.  E.  Mc- 
Climans,  C.  W.  Goodman,  A.  I.  Edwards,  Thomas 
Johnson,  Joseph  and  Willis  Henby,  R.  J.  Harman, 
C.  W.  IJplinger,  J.  M.  Clules,  Robert  Loudon. 
Lewis  and  William  Crabill,  Peter  Yunker,  Andrew 
and  Joseph  Bonhart,  Charles  Mills,  Thomas  Down- 
ing, John  Curry  and  L.  M.  Unger. 

In  1872  came  Hon.  R.  N.  Simonton.  from  Iowa, 
locating  in  Liberty  Precinct,  and  subsequently  in 
the  town  of  Superior;  S.  L.  Hall,  fi'om  Iowa,  lo- 
cating in  what  is  now  Blaine  Precinct;  Joseph  Car- 
Ion,  from  Iowa,  locating  also  in  Blaine  Precinct; 
Capt.  W.  A.  Scott,  from  Iowa,  locating  a  timber 
claim  in  Elk  Precinct;  S.  T.  Caldwell,  fi-om  Illi- 
nois, locating  in  Sherman  Precinct;  J.  P.  Schell, 
from  Iowa,  locating  in  the  northwest  corner  of  the 
county;  Louis  Schumm,  from  Iowa,  locating  in  St. 
Stephens  Precinct.  The  names  of  other  early  set- 
tlers may  be  observed  in  connection  with  the  or- 
ganization of  the  county. 

A  Mr.  Buttertield,  a  wholesale  merchant  of 
Atchison,  Kas.,  and  his  daughter  came  up  to  Oak 
Grove,  in  1863,  on  a  visit,  and  to  participate  in  a 
buffalo  hunt.  A  very  stylish  and  exceedingly  nice 
young  man  from  the  East  named  Ensworth,  stop- 
ping at  a  neighboring  ranch,  became  deeply  enam- 
ored of  Miss  Butterfield  and  was  paying  her 
marked    attention.     One   day    he    called    at    Oak 
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Grove,  attirpd  in  his  best  dress  suit  to  see  the  young 
lady,  and  on  finding  that  she  had  accompanied  the 
buffalo  hunting  party,  determined  to  follow. 
Leaving  his  coat  as  the  day  was  excessively  warm, 
he  started  in  pursuit,  riding  a  handsome  black 
mare  of  which  he  was  as  proud  as  of  his  apparel. 
He  came  upon  the  party  consisting  of  Butterfield, 
Hunger  (a  mail  agent),  George  and  E.  S.  Corn- 
stock,  and  two  of  the  latter' s  daughters,  and  Miss 
Butterfield,  just  as  they  were  prepared  to  partake 
of  their  dinner.  They  had  captured  a  buffalo  bull 
calf,  which,  wearied  by  its  fruitless  efforts  to  es- 
cape, had  laid  down  by  the  wagon  to  which  it  was 
fastened  by  a  long  lariat.  Young  Ensworth  rode 
up  to  the  wagon,  about  five  or  six  rods  from  where 
the  party  were  awaiting  his  coming  before  com- 
mencing their  repast,  and  fastened  his  horse.  The 
young  captive  sprang  to  his  feet,  for  the  moment 
surprised,  as  the  young  man  stood  before  him 
stroking  him  on  the  forehead,  but  doubtless 
reeking  for  revenge,  and  indifferent  upon  whom  he 
obtained  it,  the  young  buffalo  bull  lowering  his 
shaggy  head,  quick  as  a  flash  made  for  young  Ens- 
worth  (who  stood  facing  him)  with  all  his  fury, 
thrusting  his  head  between  the  young  man's  hand- 
somely attired  legs,  and  carrying  him  with  great 
speed  toward  the  party,  all  of  whom  were  breath- 
lessly awaiting  the  result.  This  first  buffalo  ride 
could  not  be  protracted  long  without  serious  results. 
Reaching  the  end  of  his  lariat  the  stopping  was 
even  more  sudden  and  terrific  than  his  starting, 
but  the  momentum  young  Ensworth  had  gained 
carried  him  on  over  the  bison's  head;  and  the 
sprouting  horns  catching  in  the  young  man' s  pan- 
taloons retained  that  necessary  part  of  his  toilet. 
The  male  portion  of  the  party  were  carried  away 
by  hilarious  emotions,  while  the  female  portion 
turned  away,  we  may  say  bewildered,  trying  to  re- 
press their  desire  to  laugh,  but  in  vain.  One  of 
them  laughed  and  the  others  were  comi^elled  to 
join  in  the  expression  of  mirth,  Miss  Butterfield 
saying,  "It's  too  dreadfully  comical,  I  must  laugh 
or  I'  11  be  sick. ' '  In  his  embarrassed  condition  the 
young  man  fled  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  wagon, 
where  he  was  joined  by  Mr.  Butterfield,  a  man 
over  six  feet  in  height  anjd  quite  portly.      He  had 


an  extra  pair  of  pantaloons  in  the  wagon  which 
Ensworth  for  the  time  borrowed,  but  his  slim  legs 
(for  he  was  little  over  half  the  size  of  Mr.  Butter- 
field) felt  outdoors  in  their  temporary  habitation, 
and  after  lapping  them  over  about  five  inches  at 
the  waist,  and  turning  them  up  at  the  bottom,  his 
appearance  so  disparagingly  contrasted  to  his  well- 
fitting  doeskins,  that  he  could  not  meet  the  eye  of 
her  who  had  so  touched  the  chords  of  his  heart, 
and  without  listening  to  the  entreaties  to  remain, 
he  sprang  upon  his  horse  and  retreated. 

A  love  match  was  ended,  and  the  young  man 
returned  to  his  lodging,  if  not  crestfallen  and  with 
diminished  stock  of  pride,  at  least  richer  in  experi- 
ence. 

In  1863,  Bierstadt,  on  his  return  from  his  trav- 
els in  California,  stojjped  at  Oak  Grove  for  rest 
and  recreation.  He  desired  to  see  an  enraged  buf- 
falo, so  that  he  could  better  paint  the  picture  of 
one  charging  in  his  gigantic  fury.  Accompanied 
by  a  writer  for  the  New  York  Evening  Post,  George 
and  E.  S.  Comstock,  they  proceeded  to  a  grove, 
several  miles  northwest  of  Superior,  where  they 
found  buffalo.  They  succeeded  in  getting  a  large 
bull  separated  from  the  herd,  when  they  shot  him. 
after  the  artist  had  seated  himself  for  the  purpose 
of  sketching  the  scene.  The  bull  not  being  very 
ferocious,  Bierstadt  desired  to  have  him  wounded 
again.  One  man  stood  ready  to  make  a  fatal  shot 
should  it  become  necessary,  while  another  again 
wounded  the  monster.  Infuriated  with  pain  and 
bleeding  at  the  nostrils,  he  made  for  his  assailant, 
but  perceiving  the  artist,  he  turned  toward  him. 
Bierstadt,  di-opping  his  work,  took  to  his  heels. 
The  bull  struck  the  temporary  table  at  which  Bier 
stadt  had  been  sitting,  shattering  it  and  strewing 
the  artist's  utensils  far  and  wide,  but  did  not  check 
his  speed  toward  the  fleeing  artist,  who,  frightened 
nearly  out  of  his  wits,  perhaps  was  making  the 
'  •  best  time  ' '  of  his  life.  Seeming  to  know  that 
the  object  he  was  piu-suing  was  the  author  of  his 
pain,  the  bison,  bellowing  terrifically,  had  so  nearly 
overtaken  the  artist,  that  he  snorted  blood  and  foam 
upon  him  before  the  fatal  shot  was  fired  which 
brought  the  bull  to  the  ground  and  saved  Bierstadt 
from  a  terrible  death.      Bierstadt  was  in  imminent 
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for  had  the  gun  missed  fire  or  the  aim  been 
less  accurate,  in  a  moment  more  he  would  have 
been  gored  to  death. 

When  Bierstadt  had  gained  sufficient  breath  to 
speak,  he  said.  "  That's  enough;  no  more  buffalo 
for  me. ' ' 

The  account  given  by  the  reporter  in  the  New 
York  Evening  Post,  it  was  thought  for  vividness, 
could  not  be  surpassed,  but  when  Bierstadt' s  piet- 
.  ure  of  an  enraged  buffalo  bull  pursuing  a  man  was 
completed,  it  seemed  more  a  reality  than  a  pictiu-e. 

Cuts  of  this  painting  have  since  been  used  in 
geographies  to  picture  the  American  bison  for  the 
benefit  of  the  future  aspirant  for  the  presidency. 

The  Indian  troubles  which  occurred  in  the 
territory  now  composing  the  county  have  been 
thoroughly  and  carefully  compiled  and  published 
in  the  work  before  referred  to,  and  from  those 
pages  the  following  facts  pertaining  thereto  are 
taken. 

Next  to  Thayer  Coitnty,  Nuckolls  suffered  from 
Indian  raids  and  depredations  more  than  any 
county  in  Southern  Nebraska.  Of  a  large  num- 
ber that  tried  to  settle  permanently  in  the  county 
previous  to  1869,  there  are  bttt  B.  S.  Comstock 
and  his  family  left  to  tell  the  story.  Mr.  Comstock 
says  he  could  not  be  induced  to  seek  another  fron- 
tier. 

In  the  great  raid  of  August  7,  1864,  which  ex- 
tended from  Gage  County  to  Denver,  Colo.,  Oak 
Grove,  the  home  of  Mr.  Comstock,  was  the  only 
place  in  Nuckolls  that  held  out  against  the  Indians. 

To  every  station  and  settlement  in  that  care- 
fully planned  and  skillfully  executed  raid  was  al- 
loted  a  certain  number  of  Indians,  and,  as  Oak 
Grove  Ranch  was  quite  formidable,  forty  well- 
armed  braves  were  sent  against  it.  At  the  time 
of  attack,  Mr.  Comstock  was  over  twenty  miles 
away,  but,  besides  his  family,  there  were  five  or 
six  men  at  the  stockade.  At  noon,  the  Indians 
came  to  the  ranch,  leaving  their  horses  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  away.  They  were  permitted  to 
come  into  the  ranch  and  get  dinner,  with  their 
bows  hanging  already  strung  to  their  backs,  which 
is  a  sure  sign  of  malicious  intentions.  They  had 
finished  their  dinner  and  received  each  a  portion 


of  Kinnikinnick  tobacco  and  some  matches,  when, 
without  the  least  warning,  they  in  concert  drew 
their  bows  and  commenced  shooting  the  white  oc- 
cupants of  the  ranch,  and,  but  for  the  presence  of 
mind  and  dexterity  of  one  of  Mr.  Comstock' s  boys, 
they  would  have  killed  all  the  men  and  part  of  the 
women,  carrying  the  rest  into  a  more  dreadful 
captivity.  A  Mr.  Kelly,  from  Beatrice,  was  there, 
and  had  a  tine^  revolver  in  a  belt  at  his  side.  He 
fell  at  the  first  discharge  of  arrows,  and  two  or 
three  rushed  to  secure  the  revolver,  but  young 
Comstock  secured  it  and  shot  the  foremost  aspir- 
ant for  that  deadly  weapon.  The  prize  he  coveted 
became  his  executioner.  At  the  report  of  the  re- 
volver, the  Indians  rushed  for  the  door  as  though 
an  army  was  at  their  heels,  but  three  of  them  never 
did  get  out  of  the  door  alive,  as  that  revolver  had 
fallen  into  skilled  and  determined  hands.  Kelly 
and  Butler  were  killed  outright;  two  men  by  the 
name  of  Ostrander — one  of  whom  died — and  a  boy, 
were  wounded,  and  most  of  the  others  had  their 
clothing  pierced  with  arrows.  The  Indians  rushed 
for  their  horses,  and  while  they  were  away,  the 
dead  and  wounded  were  removed  to  the  second 
story  of  the  house,  the  main  door  bolted,  and  a  per- 
son so  stationed,  with  a  gun,  about  the  building, 
which  had  two  additions,  that  all  points  of  it  were 
protected.  The  attack  occurred  about  noon.  After 
they  surrendered  their  first  advantage,  which  they 
gained  by  their  "  friendly  game, "  they  were  un- 
able to  get  close  enough  to  the  house  to  even  set  it 
on  fire,  but  they  rode  around  the  premises  until 
after  dusk,  shooting  and  yelling.  One  Indian  rode 
a  white  horse,  and,  just  before  leaving,  made  two 
very  near  approaches  to  the  house.  One  of  the 
men  had  decided  to  shoot  him  if  he  again  returned. 
Mr.  Comstock  was  on  his  way  home,  also  riding  a 
white  horse.  It  was  now  too  dark  to  distinguish 
one  man  from  another.  Mr.  Comstock  rode  up 
just  about  the  time  for  the  Indian  to  return,  and 
the  gun  was  raised  to  shoot,  when  one  of  Mr.  C.'s 
daughters  remembered  her  father  was  riding  a 
white  horse,  and  to  be  certain,  shouted,  ' '  Father, 
is  it  you  ?' '  Receiving  an  affirmative  reply,  the 
man  lowered  his  gun,  and  Mr.  C.  was  spared  the 
reception  of  a  bullet  designed  for  an  Indian. 


i^^=i^ 


.V 


NUCKOLLS  COUNTY. 


Mr.  Comstock  had  always  befriended  the  In- 
dians, which,  he  thinks,  that  day  at  least  saved  his 
life.  He  had  just  reached  the  brow  of  a  hill  as  he 
met  a  man  descending.  The  man  had  only  reached 
the  bottom  when  he  was  attacked  by  Indians  in 
the  brush  beside  the  road.  The  Indians  must  have 
seen  Mr.  C.  as  he  passed  only  a  moment  before, 
and  spared  him  because  of  the  favors  they  had  re- 
ceived from  him. 

About  five  miles  east  of  the  grove,  Ulig,  a  boy 
about  eighteen  years  of  age,  was  met  by  two  In- 
dians. One  shook  hands  with  him  while  the  other 
pierced  him  with  a  spear,  and  when  he  had  fallen 
they  took  his  whole  scalp.  The  boy  was  riding  a 
much  better  horse  than  theirs  and  could  have  es- 
caped had  he  known  of  their  evil  design.  But  such 
is  an  Indian's  warfare.  He  is  never  brave  if  he  is 
in  danger.  He  will  take  no  chances,  and  when  he 
has  the  advantage  he  never  shows  mercy,  but  de- 
lights in  seeing  his  victims  in  torture. 

They  left  the  poor  boy  there  on  the  dry  prairie 
in  the  scorching  sun  to  die  slowly  and  with  escru- 
tiating  pain.  O,  how  many  generations  under  the 
benign  influence  of  civilization  it  would  take  to 
change  such  savage  natures  till  the  liner  attributes 
of  the  heart  would  predominate! 

Horrible  as  is  the  above  fact  it  is  outparalleled 
by  what  is  to  follow. 

Four  miles  above  Oak  Grove,  at  the  Narrows, 
on  the  Little  Blue,  a  family  of  ten  by  the  name  of 
Ubanks,  had  settled  a  few  months  before  that  ter- 
rible 7th  day  of  August,  1864.  They  were  Ger- 
mans from  the  Eastern  States,  and  totally  ignorant 
of  Indian  warfare  and  the  best  means  of  coping 
with  them. 

When  they  were  attacked,  they  left  their  log 
house  and  rushed  for  the  timber  and  underbrush 
near  by,  only  two  reaching  a  pi  ace  of  concealment — 
Mrs.  Ubanks,  wife  of  one  of  Ubanks'  sons,  and  a 
Miss  Laura  Eoper,  who  happened  to  be  at  the 
place  on  a  visit.  Nine  were  killed,  scalped  and 
stripped  of  their  clothing.  The  household  goods 
were  either  carried  away  or  destroyed.  The  fate 
of  the  two  women  was  quite  as  horrible  as  that  of 
the  nine.  They  would  perhaps  have  escaped,  as 
they     had    remained     some    time    in    the    brush 


without  being  discovered,  but  the  babe  Mrs. 
Ubanks  held  in  her  arms,  from  the  heat,  hunger  or 
fright  cried  out  once,  and  the  acute  ear  of  the  in- 
vader heard  it,  and  they  were  soon  taken  to  that 
beastly  captivity  which  awaits  women  captives  at 
the  hands  of  Indians. 

Toward  evening  of  that  first  dreadful  day  of 
captivity,  Mrs.  Ubanks  was  trying  to  comfort  the 
little  stranger  in  this  strange  world,  who  was 
hungry,  the  mother  not  being  able  to  provide 
enough  milk,  being  starved  herself  and  suffering, 
but  it  could  not  be  comforted.  She  held  its  parched 
lips  to  the  bosom  so  full  of  love,  but  now  empty  of 
food  for  that  young  life,  in  vain.  Not  fearing 
danger,  the  little  one  cried,  its  only  speech  for 
more,  and  as  the  fond  mother  held  it  tenderly  to 
her  breast  to  soothe  as  best  she  could,  a  pitiless, 
merciless  demon  of  an  Indian  thrust  through  that 
little  skull  the  mxu-derous  tomahawk.  What  pen 
or  brush  can  portray  the  attributes  of  such  a 
monster,  or  the  agony  of  that  young  mother!  Only 
mothers  can  imagine  the  grief  of  her  broken  spirit. 

After  8i.x  months  of  bondage  impossible  to  de- 
scribe, they  were  exchanged  for  some  Indian  pris- 
oners. About  the  same  time,  as  700  head  of  oxen 
were  feeding  after  a  hard  day's  travel,  they  were 
stampeded  by  a  party  of  Indians,  and  run  across 
the  river.  They  were  followed  by  seventy-five 
soldiers  fi'om  Kearney  the  day  following.  There 
were  about  700  Sioux  and  Arapahoe  Indians;  but 
the  one  small  cannon  was  broken  by  the  first  dis- 
charge, and  the  soldiers  were  compelled  to  retreat, 
in  which  they  lost  eleven  men  killed  and  several 
wounded. 

In  1865  two  families  by  the  name  of  Milligen 
and  Mudge  settled  in  the  northern  part  of  the 
county.  Late  in  fall,  the  men  were  away  for  pro- 
visions. At  night  some  Indians  came  to  the  house 
and  drove  the  two  women  and  four  children  from 
the  house,  giving  them  so  much  time  to  get  away 
or  die.  They  traveled  south  fourteen  miles  to  the 
narrows.  There  were  several  inches  of  snow  on 
the  ground,  and  their  sufferings  were  intense. 

In  1866  every  settler  was  driven  from  the 
county. 

In  1867  there  was  a  tight  on  Elk  Creek,  be- 
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tween  soldiers  and  Indians.  One  man  by  the  name 
of  Constable  was  killed.  The  Indians  outnumber- 
ing the  soldiers  seven  to  one,  the  latter  retreated. 

At  the  head  of  Liberty  Creek,  in  1808,  there 
was  a  battle  between  sixty-five  Otoes  on  one 
side,  and  forty  Cheyenne- Sioux.  It  lasted  for 
several  hours,  and  resulted  in  favor  of  the  Otoes, 
who  obtained  six  ponies  and  five  scalps  fi'om  their 
adversaries. 

In  the  northeast  part  of  the  county,  in  1868,  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Haynie  was  killed,  and  his 
daughter,  a  girl  of  fifteen,  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  redskins.  The  girl  was  carried  across  the 
Republican  River  into  Kansas.  Just  below  Supe- 
rior, on  the  Kansas  side  of  the  river,  they  camped 
for  the  night.  When  they  had  had  their  council 
meeting.  Miss  Haynie  was  assigned  to  a  bed  with 
two  Indians,  for  safe  keeping.  Wearied  with  their 
day's  journey  and  debauchery,  about  midaight 
they  all  fell  soundly  to  sleep;  but  the  poor  unfor- 
tunate girl  could  not  sleep  if  she  desired.  When 
all  seemed  soundly  asleep,  she  sat  up  for  a  moment; 
the  two  savage  beasts  not  awakening,  she  ventured 
to  rise  to  her  feet,  and,  stepj)ing  noiselessly  over 
the  slumbering  demons,  she  made  her  escape  from 
the  camp.  Proceeding  down  the  river  for  about 
two  miles,  she  waded  across  that  treacherous  stream, 
and  reached  the  Nebraska  shore.  The  Republican 
is  a  broad,  shallow  stream,  with  a  bed  of  shifting 
quicksand  for  a  bottom,  and  it  is  a  wonder  she  had 
not  perished  either  by  sinking  in  the  sand  or 
drowning.* 

In  the  morning  the  red  devils  started  in  pur- 
suit, but  the  brave  girl,  faint  and  with  bleeding 
feet,  reached  a  protected  settlement  in  Thayer 
County  only  about  half  an  hour  before  the  Indians 
came  in  sight,  following  her  trail. 

A  man  by  the  name  of  Thain,  living  in  the 
eastern  part  of  the  county,  was  the  last  man  mur- 
dered by  the  Indians  in  Nuckolls  County.  He  was 
surprised  by  a  band  of  marauding  Pawnees  on  May 
7,  1870,  murdered,  scalped  and  robbed  of  his 
horses.  Thain' s  branch,  a  tributary  of  the  Little 
Blue,  on  which  he  lived,  received  its  name  in  honor 
of  him. 

No  one  has  been  executed  for  murder  in  Nuck- 


olls County,  but  there  .should  have  been,  in  at  least 
one  instance.  In  1862  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Jesse  Ewing  settled  at  the  Narrows.  He  was  of 
a  rash  and  fiendish  disposition.  He  killed  a  man 
in  cold  blood,  below  Oak  Grove,  but  he  left  the 
county  at  once,  and  has  never  been  heard  of  since. 

When  the  settlement  of  the  county  began,  the 
whole  country  round  about  was  covered  with  wild 
animals.  The  thunder  of  the  moving  herds  of  buf- 
falo could  be  heard  any  day  and  in  almost  any  direc 
tion.  The  fleet-footed  antelope  skipped  over  the  hills 
aud  dashed  with  lightning  rapidity  across  the  val- 
leys. The  timid  deer  grazed  tremblingly  in  some 
shady  recess  or  hill-surrounded  nook.  From  the 
top  of  the  highest  hill  the  wary  elk  lifting  his 
huge  antlers  pointed  his  nostrils  windward  to  detect 
the  proximity  of  the  approaching  hunter,  and  wild 
turkeys  were  as  plentiful  as  are  now  the  fowls  of 
the  barnyard.  But  the  buffalo,  the  deer,  the  elk 
and  the  antelope  are  gone.  The  Indian  camp  fire 
has  smoldered  to  peaceful  ashes,  and  the  story  of 
the  early  adventurers,  as  well  as  the  blood-curd- 
ling recitals  of  savage  hostilities,  are  fast  blending 
into  the  oblivion  of  a  mythical  past. 

As  has  been  said,  the  first  permanent  settler  in 
the  county  was  B.  C.  Comstock,  locating  at  Oak 
Grove,  on  the  Little  Blue,  with  his  family  in  1861. 

The  first  marriage  ceremony  in  the  county  was 
performed  March  6,  1872,  by  Judge  E.  A.  Davis, 
being  about  his  first  official  act.  The  contracting 
parties  were  Mr.  J.  C.  Bunker  and  Miss  Martha 
Johnston.  Being  his  first  attempt,  Mr.  Davis  de- 
sired to  show  desj)atch  and  said,  "  Since  there  is 
no  prescribed  law  in  Nebraska  for  marrying  people, 
I  pronounce  you  husband  and  wife. ' ' 

The  finst  death  occurred  on  Spring  Creek,  in 
1872,  aod  the  person  so  soon  called  from  her  new 
home  was  a  Miss  Jasperson. 

The  first  white  child  born  in  the  county  was 
Ella,  daughter  of  Adam  Simonton,  in  the  spring 
of  1872. 

The  first  sermon  in  the  county  was  delivered  in 
the  summer  of  1872,  by  Rev.  Mr.  Penney,  of  the 
Presbyterian  Church. 

The  Elkton  Sunday-school  was  organized  June 
12,  1872,  being  the  first  in   the  county,  by  four 
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members:  R.  Hollingwoith,  C.  C.  Fletcher,  Joseph 
Carlon  and  Maggie  Folmer. 

The  last  bufPalo  was  killed  on  the  Republican 
bottom  just  below  Superior  in  1875,  by  William 
Crabill. 

The  first  Fourth  of  July  celebration  was  held 
at  Oak  Grove  in  1871.  On  that  day  a  few  of  the 
settlers  gathered  and  were  quite  demonstrative. 
Not  being  threatened  by  the  Indians,  and  behold- 
ing such  a  grand  prospect  for  a  great  county  of 
fertile  and  well  watered  lands  filled  with  happy 
and  prosperous  homes,  they  rejoiced  that  Colum- 
bus had  crossed  the  Atlantic,  and  that  fortune  had 
so  favored  this  new  nation. 


The  lone  prairies  that  had  so  long  been  famil- 
iar with  the  savage  war-whoop  heard  for  the  first 
time  the  salute  from  musketry  and  the  joyous 
shout  and  hurrah   of  America's  Fourth  of  July. 

In  1877  Theodore  J.  Moelle,  a  German,  came  to 
Nuckolls  County,  and  bought  the  first  railroad 
land  therein,  on  Section  33,  Township  4,  Range  8. 
He  was  instrumental  in  bringing  many  German 
families  to  the  county. 

In  1871  A.  Wiggins  located  the  first  homestead 
in  Sherman  Precinct. 

In  1870  Ira  D.  Kammerer  became  the  first  set- 
tler in  Nora  Precinct,  and  built  the  first  dug-out 
therein. 
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How  blest  is  lie  who  crow 
A  voiith  of  labor  with  an 

'I^T^T^fl  ARLY  in  18(1,  a  petition 
was  sent  to  the  Governor 
praying  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  Nuckolls  County. 
The  petition  not  being 
promptly  responded  to, 
D.  W.  Montgomery  was 
sent  to  Lincoln  to  see  the  Governor 
and  hasten  the  work.  He  obtained 
an  order  for  an  election,  which  was 
held  on  June  27  of  that  year,  under 
an  elm  tree  at  Oak  Grove,  at  which 
thirty-three  votes  were  east,  and  the 
following  officers  elected:  Adam  Si- 
monton,  Jonas  Hannum  and  A.  Nay- 
lor,  county  commissioners;  Elbridge  Downing, 
county  clerk;  E.  A.  Davis,  probate  judge;  R.  J. 
Harman,  sherifip;  Willis  Henby,  treasurer;  Charles 
Goodman,  county  school  superintendent;  F.  Nay- 
lor,  coroner,  and  D.  W.  Montgomery,  county  sur- 
veyor. 

The  first  informal  meeting  of  officers  elected 
was  held  at  the  house  of  the  clerk,  Elbridge  Down- 
ing, on  August  15,  1871,  when  Mr.  Downing  and 
Adam  Simonton  each  filed  their  official  bonds  with 


ns,  in  shades  like  these, 
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the  probate  judge- elect,  and  were  sworn  into  office. 
Another  informal  meeting  was  held  at  the  same 
place,  on  the  18th  of  the  same  month,  when  Jonas 
Hannum,  Willis  Henby,  Charles  Goodman  and  D. 
W.  Montgomery  appeared,  tiled  their  official  bonds, 
and  were  sworn  into  office.  The  first  session  of 
the  county  commissioners'  court  was  convened  Sep- 
tember 5,  1871,  with  Commissioners  Simonton  and 
Hannum  and  the  clerk  present.  Their  first  official 
act  was  to  subdivide  the  county  into  precincts,  as 
follows:  Townships  3  and  4  north,  in  Ranges  5 
and  6  west,  were  made  to  compose  Elk  Precinct; 
Townships  1  and  2  north,  in  Ranges  5  and  6  west, 
were  made  to  compose  Spring  Creek  Precinct;  and 
Liberty  Creek  Precinct  was  made  to  contain  Town- 
ships 1.  2,  3  and  4  north,  in  Ranges  7  and  8  west, 
or  the  whole  of  the  west  half  of  the  county.  The 
second  term  of  the  county  commissioners'  court 
convened  in  December,  1871,  with  the  full  board 
present.  The  officers  having  all  been  re-elected  in 
October  previous,  now  filed  bonds  as  follows:  Willis 
Henby,  treasurer.  $10,000;  A.  E.  Davis,  probate 
judge,  15,000;  R.  J.  Harman,  sheriff,  $2,000;  D. 
W.  Montgomery,  as  school  superintendent,  $500, 
and  as  surveyor,  1500.     Other  officers-elect  then 
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appeared  and  qualified  as  follows:  F.  Naylor,  as- 
sessor for  Spring  Creek  Precinct;  A.  E.  Davis, 
assessor  for  Elk  Precinct;  F.  S.  Holverson  and 
Peter  Yunker,  justices  of  the  peace  for  Liberty 
Creek  Precinct,  and  John  G.  Joist,  constable,  and 
George  W.  Adams,  road  supervisor,  for  the  same; 
S.  D.  Brooks,  road  supervisor  for  Elk  Precinct. 
At  the  last  election,  Jonas  Hanmim  and  Adam  Si- 
monton  each  received  the  same  number  of  votes 
for  county  commissioner,  and  consequently  drew 
lots  to  determine  which  shoxild  hold  the  long  term 
and  act  as  chairman  of  the  board.  The  decision 
was  in  favor  of  Simonton. 

Some  accounts  against  the  county  were  then 
allowed,  among  which  was  one  to  Acres,  Blackmer 
&  Co. ,  for  the  necessary  blank  books  and  station- 
ery, amounting  to  $1,548.11.  The  assessor- elect 
for  Liberty  Precinct  failing  to  qualify,  Jonas  Han- 
num  was  appointed  to  fill  the  vacancy,  and  quali- 
fied accordingly.  In  September,  1872,  the  county 
commissioners  received  bids  for  the  construction  of 
an  eighty-foot  span  bridge  across  Little  Blue  River. 
Among  the  several  parties  offering  bids,  the  con- 
tract was  awarded  to  the  Baker  National  Truss 
Bridge  Company,  for  11.250.  The  bids  ranged 
from  this  amount  up  to  12,025.  At  the  same  time 
a  contract  was  awarded  to  Fletcher  &  Jones  to 
build  a  bridge  across  Elk  Creek  for  1512.12. 

In  January,  1873,  a  new  precinct,  consisting  of 
Township  1  north,  in  Range  6  west,  and  Townships 
1  and  2  north,  in  Ranges  7  and  8  west,  was  formed, 
and  named  Republican.  The  elections  for  this  new 
precinct  were  ordered  to  be  held  at  Superior  post- 
office. 

In  February,  1873,  the  county  commissioners 
made  the  following  order  upon  the  record  of  their 
proceedings:  "Ordered  that  a  house  of  suitable 
size  be  built,  so  that  the  county  business  can  be 
done  in  it — also  that  District  Court  can  be  held  in 
said  building,  and  that  the  county  sinking  fund 
collected  for  the  years  1871  and  1872,  and  so  much 
of  the  general  fund  be  expended  as  will  pay  for  the 
erection  of  said  building.  Said  building  not  to 
exceed  a  cost  of  $2,500,  for  its  entire  completion 
and  construction."  At  the  same  time  the  clerk 
was  ordered  to  give  notice  in  the  Hebron  Journal 


that  the  board  would  be  in  session  on  the  7th  day 
of  April  following,  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  bids 
for  plans  and  specifications  "  for  a  building  20x30 
feet  in  size,  and  20  feet  high,  for  a  court-house, 
to  be  erected  at  Nelson,  the  county  seat  of  Nuck- 
olls county."  This  shows  that  the  question  of  the 
location  of  the  county  seat  had  been  decided  pre- 
vious to  that  date.  The  court-house  was  built  soon 
after,  and  was  used  as  such  for  a  series  of  years  and 
then  abandoned,  on  account  of  its  being  insuiHcient 
in  size. 

For  about  two  years  after  the  organization  of 
the  county,  the  official  business  was  transacted  at 
the  house  of  D.  W.  Montgomery,  his  being  the 
first  frame  house  erected  in  the  county,  the  lumber 
for  which  was  hauled  from  Marysville,  Kas. 

In  April,  1873,  the  board  of  commissioners,  in 
response  to  a  petition  of  William  Loudon  and 
others,  formed  a  new  voting  precinct  named  Bea- 
ver, to  consist  of  Townships  1  and  2  north,  in 
Ranges  7  and  8  west,  with  Superior  post-office  as 
the  place  for  holding  the  elections  thereof.  The 
following  January  Nelson  Precinct  was  formed 
within  the  following  boundary  lines:  Commencing 
at  the  northeast  corner  of  Section  3,  Township  3 
north.  Range  6  west;  thence  west  to  the  line  be- 
tween Ranges  7  and  8;  thence  south  on  the  range 
line  to  the  line  between  Townships  1  and  2  north; 
thence  east  on  the  township  line  to  the  line  between 
Ranges  5  and  6  west;  thence  north  on  the  range 
line  to  the  line  between  Townships  2  and  3  north; 
thence  west  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Section  35, 
Township  3,  Range  6;  thence  north  on  section  lines 
to  the  place  of  beginning.  On  April  4,  1876,  the 
precinct  of  Bohnart  was  formed  in  response  to  a 
petition  of  Jacob  Tilbury  and  others.  It  was 
made  to  consist  of  Townships  3  and  4.  in  Range 
8.  Afterward,  from  time  to  time,  as  the  popula- 
tion increased  and  necessity  demanded,  other  new 
precincts  were  formed,  and  the  old  ones  changed  in 
size,  until  finally  each  of  the  sixteen  congressional 
townships  in  the  county  has  been  made  to  consti- 
tute a  civil  precinct. 

The  names  of  the  precincts  and  the  territory 
embraced  in  each  were  Hammond— Township  4, 
Range  5;  Sherman — Township  4,  Range  6;  Lib- 
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erty — Township  4,  Range  7 ;  Victor — Township  4, 
Range  8;  St.  Stephen— Township  3,  Range  8;  Nel- 
son— Townshij)  3,  Range  7;  Blaine — Township  3, 
Range  6;  Elk — Township  3,  Range  5;  Spring 
Creek — Township  2,  Range  5;  Nora — Township  2, 
Range  6 ;  Highland — Township  2,  Range  7 ;  Alban 
— Township  2,  Range  8;  Bostwick — Township  1, 
Range  8;  Beaver — TownshijJ  1,  Range  7;  Garfield 
— Township  1,  Range  6;  Hardy — Township  1. 
Range  5. 

In  the  above  the  precincts  are  given  in  the  same 
order  that  sections  of  laud  are  numbered  in  a  con- 
gressional township,  that  is.  commencing  with  the 
northeast  precinct  and  going  west  on  the  northern 
tier,  east  on  the  next  tier  south,  then  west  on  the 
next  tier,  and  east  on  the  southern  tier  to  the 
southeast  corner  precinct  of  the  county. 

During  the  early  years  of  the  existence  of  the 
county,  much  of  the  business  of  the  county  com- 
missioners consisted  of  establishing  public  roads, 
and  constructing  bridges  across  the  streams.  The 
county  was  early  subdivided  into  road  districts, 
and  suf>ervisors  for  the  same  appointed.  Many 
districts  have  since  been  formed  out  of  the  few 
original  ones.  In  September,  1874,  William  Lou- 
don and  others  presented  a  petition,  asking  the 
board  to  call  an  election  for  the  purpose  of  sub- 
mitting to  the  legal  voters  of  Beaver  Precinct  the 
question  of  issuing  bonds  to  aid  the  county  in  build- 
ing a  bridge  across  the  Republican  River,  at  or 
near  the  line  between  Sections  35  and  36,  in  Town- 
ship 1  north.  Range  7  west.  Whereupon,  it  was 
ordered  that  an  election  for  the  purpose  aforesaid 
should  be  held  in  Beaver  Precinct  on  October  13 
following.  The  election  was  held,  and  out  of  six- 
teen, the  whole  number  of  votes  cast,  nine  were  in 
favor  of  issuing  the  bonds,  and  seven  opposed 
thereto.  Accordingly,  on  the  16th  day  of  the 
same  month,  the  board  being  in  session,  caused 
the  following  entry  to  be  made  on  the  record  of 
their  proceedings: 

••  On  motion  it  was  ordered  that  Beaver  Pre 
einct  bridge  bonds  be  issued  to  the  amount  of  ten 
thousand  dollars,  in  denominations  of  one  hundred 
dollars  each,  with  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per 
cent,  payable  annually,  to  pay  for  the  building  of 


the  Republican  River  bridge  in  said  Beaver  Pre- 
cinct. On  motion  it  is  ordered  that  a  tax  of  eight 
mills  on  the  assessed  valuation  of  Beaver  Precinct 
be  and  is  hereby  levied  to  meet  the  interest  on  said 
bonds.  On  motion  the  bid  of  Z.  King  &  Son  to 
build  a  bridge  across  the  Republican  River  in 
Beaver  Precinct  was  accepted  and  contract  award- 
ed according  to  same  on  file  in  the  coanty  clerk's 
office.  On  motion  the  bond  of  Z.  King  &  Son  to 
the  amount  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  is  accepted 
and  filed.  And  Beaver  Precinct  bridge  bonds  to 
the  amount  of  ten  thousand  dollars  was  delivered 
to  said  Z.  King  &  Son  in  payment  for  the  Repub- 
lican River  bridge  in  said  Beaver  Precinct." 

On  April  22,  1875,  the  bridge  having  been  com- 
pleted was  accepted  from  the  hands  of  the  con- 
tractors Z.  King  &  Son.  At  this  time  the  county 
consisted  of  Elk,  Sherman,  Nelson,  Spring  Creek, 
Beaver  and  Liberty  Creek  Precincts.  Elk  and  Nel- 
son were  each  divided  into  three  road  districts,  Sher- 
man, Spring  Creek  and  Beaver  each  constituting 
one  road  district.  In  December  of  the  same  year 
C.  C.  Fletcher  was  appointed  to  superintend  the 
building  of  a  Queen  Truss  bridge  across  Blue 
River.  In  August,  1878,  the  contract  for  the 
building  of  the  iron  bridge  over  Elk  Creek,  at  Nel- 
son, was  awarded  to  Raymond  &  Campbell  for 
$531.25 — the  bridge  to  be  fifty  feet  in  length. 

In  compliance  with  the  prayer  of  a  petition  of 
citizens  of  Beaver  Precinct,  an  election  was  held 
May  6,  1881,  when  the  question  of  issuing  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  $4,000,  to  aid  in  rebuilding  the 
Republican  River  bridge,  at  Superior,  was  submit- 
ted and  carried  by  a  majority  of  over  two-thirds. 
Accordingly,  ten  bonds  of  $400  each  were  issued, 
bearing  date  of  July  15,  1881,  to  be  redeemable  at 
any  time  after  ten  years  from  date — the  first  bond 
to  become  due  eleven  years  after  date,  and  one 
every  year  thereafter,  imtil  the  last  one  should  be- 
come due.  The  number  of  votes  cast  in  favor  of 
issuing  these  bonds  was  eighty-five,  to  six  opposed. 
The  same  month.  May,  1881,  the  contract  for  re- 
building the  bridge  was  awarded  to  Hobson,  Reese 
&  Sawyer,  and  in  the  following  winter  it  was  ac- 
cepted from  the  hands  of  the  contractors. 

The  official  directory  of  Nuckolls  County  from 
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the  date  of  its  organization  to  the  present,  will  be 
found  of  no  little  interest,  the  year  of  the  com- 
mencement of  each  incumbent's  service  also  being 
given.      It  is  as  follows: 

County  commissioners:  Adam  Simonton,  Jonas 
Hannum  and  A.  Naylor,  1871;  Ira  D.  Kammerer, 
1874;  James  Crawford,  1875;  Joseph  Carlon,  1876; 
H.  G.  Miller,  1877;  Henry  Wehiman,  1S78;  E. 
S.  Comstock,  1880;  C.  H.  McHugh,  1880;  Joseph 
F.  Schell,  1881;  James  M.  Campbell,  1882;  J.  R. 
Weimer,  1883;  G.  A.  Wilkins,  1884;  D.  D.  Brooks, 
1885;  J.  R.  Weimer,  1886;  G.  A.  Wilkins,  1887; 
D.  D.  Brooks,  1888;  Joseph  M.  Stanley,  1889. 

County  clerks:  Elbridge  Downing  1871-;  D. 
W.  Montgomery  (by  appointment),  to  1873;  Joseph 
Garber,  1873-77;  Jacob  Ritterbush,  1877-79;  J. 
P.  Hammond,  1879-88;  Vincent  P.  Britts,  1883- 
87;  Frank  S.  Shaw  (present  incumbent),  first 
elected  in  1887. 

Sheriffs:  R.  J.  Harmao.  1871-73;  Jonathan 
Downer,  1873-77:  M.  L.  Long,  1877-79;  W.  A. 
Scott,  1879-81;  P.  C.  Morehead,  1881-85;  T.  A. 
Meeker,  1885-86;  Edward  T.  Worden,  1886-87; 
A.  H.  Bowman,  1887-89;  E.  T.  Worden,  present 
incumbent,  elected  in  1889. 

Treasurers:  Willis  Henby,  1871-73;  G.  D. 
Follmer,  1873-79;  M.  L.  Fogal,  1879-83;  Joseph 
VanVallin,  1883-87;  R.  M.  Gourlay,  present  in- 
cumbent, first  elected  in  1887. 

County  judge:  E.  A.  Davis,  1871-73;  J.  H. 
Crandall,  1873-74;  A.  C.  Mayfield,  1874-75;  L. 
Seeley,  1875-77;  R.  N.  Simonton,  1877-79;  W. 
R.  Knapp,  1879-83;  T.  P.  Coin,  1883-85;  E.  W. 
Imbler,  1885-87;  J.  H.  Britts,  1887. 

Coroners:  F.  Naylor,  1871-73;  R.  M.  Akin, 
1873-75;  A.  I.  Edwards,  1875-77;  R.  M.  Akin, 
1877-79;  Dr.  H.  A.  Stokes,  1879-81;  Dr.  H.  M. 
James,  1881-83;  W.  J.  Rayner,  1883-86;  J.  H. 
Geizel,  1886-87;  A.  G.  Robinson,  1887,  re-elected 
in  1889. 

School  superintendents:  Charles  Goodman, 
1871-73;  J.  B.  Nesbit,  1873-77;  H.  H.  Williams, 
1877-83;  William  H.  Gerdts,  1883-85;  T.  P.  Coin, 
1885-87;  J.  R.  French,  1887,  reelected  in  1889. 

County  surveyors:  D.  W.  Montgomery,  1871- 
73;  E.   A.   D.    Parker,    1873-77;   A.    W.   McRey- 


nolds,  1877-79;  E.  J.  Lewis,  1879-81;  A.  W.  Mc- 
Reynolds.  1881-87;  E.  A.  D.  Parker,  1887-89;  A. 
W.  McReynolds,  18S9. 

Representatives  in  Legislature:  R.  N.  Simon- 
ton, 1878;  J.  M.  Cook,  1880,  re-elected  in  1882; 
R.  M.  Akin,  1884,  re-elected  in  1886. 

Mention  has  already  been  made,  in  connection 
with  the  organization  of  the  county,  of  the  first 
court-house,  which  was  erected  in  Nelson  in  1873. 
Since  its  use  was  abandoned,  the  court-room  and 
county  oifices  have  been  in  the  second  story  of  the 
Opera  House  Block,  where  they  are  at  this  writing. 

The  question  of  levying  a  four-mill  tax  on  the 
taxable  property  in  the  county,  for  the  years  1876, 
1877  and  1878,  for  the  piirpose  of  raising  funds 
with  which  to  build  a  county  jail,  was  submitted  to 
the  electors  of  the  county  at  the  regular  election 
held  October  12,  1875,  and  109  votes  were  cast  in 
favor  of  making  the  proposed  levy  and  sixty-one 
against  it.  The  proposition  not  being  supported 
by  a  two-third's  majority,  as  required  by  law,  was 
defeated.  Afterward  it  seems  that  the  county 
commissioners  assumed  authority  to  build  a  jail. 
or  rather  to  levy  taxes  and  raise  the  necessary 
funds  therefor  without  submitting  the  question  to 
a  vote  of  the  people.  After  due  notice  of  the  ac- 
ceptance of  bids  for  plans  and  specifications  for  a 
jail  building,  the  board  of  commissioners,  on  April 
3,  1877,  opened  and  examined  the  bids,  and  after- 
ward  awarded  the  contract  to  Bostater,  of 

Lincoln.  Then  on  the  19th  of  September  follow- 
ing, due  notice  having  been  given,  bids  for  the 
construction  of  the  jail  according  to  Bostater' s 
plans  and  specifications  were  opened  and  exam- 
ined, and  the  next  day  the  contract  was  awarded 
to  J.  B.  Randall,  of  Omaha,  for  the  sum  of  $7,459, 
the  building  to  be  completed  on  or  before  August, 
1878.  For  some  reason,  however,  the  building 
was  not  completed  on  time,  and  in  December  fol- 
lowing the  board  resolved  to  employ  men  to  finish 
it  and  deduct  their  pay  from  the  contractor's 
claim.  It  was  so  finished.  The  building  stands 
on  Block  8  in  the  original  plat  of  Nelson.  This 
block  is  very  high,  and  from  it  a  good  view  of  the 
whole  town  is  obtained.  The  building  consists  of 
a  two-story  brick  above  a  basement  story,  and  con- 
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taiDS  the  sherifP  or  jailer's  residence  and  jail.  In 
the  jail  department  there  are  seven  cells  of 
boiler  iron,  and  all  is  made  in  a  substantial  man- 
ner. A  great  mistake  was  made  in  locating  this 
building  on  the  south  part  of  the  block,  fronting 
to  the  south  and  occupying  much  of  the  ground 
that  should  have  been  reserved  for  the  court-house. 

In  response  to  a  petition,  the  board  of  county 
commissioners,  on  September  17,  1884.  ordered  a 
special  election  to  be  held  November  4,  following, 
to  submit  to  the  electors  the  question  of  issuing 
county  bonds  to  the  extent  of  $20,000,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  building  a  new  court-house  at  Nelson.  The 
election  was  held  accordingly,  and  357  votes  were 
cast  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  1,008  against 
it.  Again  at  the  November  election  in  1886,  the 
question  of  bonding  the  county  to  the  extent  of 
$30,000,  for  the  purpose  of  building  a  court-house 
at  Nelson,  was  submitted  to  the  voters,  and  the  re- 
sult was  that  423  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  issu- 
ing the  bonds,  and  791  against  issuing  them.  It 
should  be  observed  that  in  submitting  the  above 
questions  to  the  people,  two  propositions  were  in- 
volved, the  one  to  issue  bonds  and  build  a  coiirt- 
house,  the  other  to  build  the  court-house  at  Nelson. 
For  a  long  time  before  and  after  these  questions 
were  submitted,  the  question  of  re-locating  the 
county  seat  was  agitated.  The  people  of  the 
southern  part  of  the  county  were  anxioiis  to  remove 
it  from  Nelson  to  Superior.  This  fact  accounts  in 
a  great  measure  for  the  defeat  of  the  propositions 
to  issue  bonds  and  build  a  new  court-house. 

Afterward,  when  Nelson  had  secured  the  ad- 
vantages of  two  good  railroads,  it  already  having 
the  advantage  of  being  located  less  than  two  miles 
from  the  geographical  center  of  the  county,  the 
efPort  for  removing  the  seat  of  justice  therefrom 
weakened,  and  many  voters  who  had  previously 
desired  its  removal  concluded  to  let  it  remain  at 
Nelson.  Accordingly  on  June  17,  1889,  a  petition, 
signed  by  L.  C.  Bonham  and  ninety- eight  other 
residents  and  electors  of  Nuckolls  County,  was  pre- 
sented to  the  county  commissioners'  court,  asking 
that  a  proposition  to  issue  the  bonds  of  the  county 
in  the  amount  of  $35,000,  for  the  purpose  of  build- 
ing a  coixrt-house,  should  be  submitted  to  the  legal 


voters  of  the  county,  at  a  special  election  on  July 
30,  following.  In  accordance  therewith,  the  court 
ordered  the  election  to  be  held  at  the  time  re- 
quested. The  election  was  accordingly  held,  and 
the  question  submitted  was  as  follows:  "  Shall  the 
board  of  county  commissioners  of  Nuckolls  County, 
in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  for  and  in  behalf  of  said 
county,  issue  the  bonds  of  said  county  in  the  sum 
of  $35,000,  of  the  denomination  of  $1,000  each, 
for  the  purpose  of  building,  erecting  and  complet- 
ing a  court-house  for  said  Nuckolls  County,  on 
Block  No.  8,  in  the  original  town  of  Nelson,  the 
county  seat  of  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  ?  ' '  The  num- 
ber of  votes  cast  in  favor  of  issuing  the  bonds  was 
l,13fi,  and  the  number  opposed  was  1,003.  A 
suit  was  then  brought  to  enjoin  the  commissioners 
from  issuing  the  bonds,  on  the  ground  that  they 
had  no  legal  authority  so  to  do.  The  suit  was 
carried  to  the  supreme  court  of  the  State,  and 
afterward,  while  it  was  pending  there,  the  board 
of  county  commissioners,  having  duly  advertised 
to  let  the  contract  on  November  14,  1889,  for  the 
building  of  the  court-house,  proceeded  on  that  day 
to  open  the  bids  and  found  them  as  follows:  M.  T. 
Murphy,  $28,600;  W.  B.  Smucker,  $30,500;  Seeley 
Son  &  Co.,  $28,390;  Mock,  Storer  &  Spurck,  $29,- 
475.  The  bid  of  Seeley  Son  &  Co.,  for  $28,390, 
was  consequently  accepted,  and  a  contract  with 
this  firm  was  then  and  there  entered  into,  with  a 
proviso  conditioned  that  if  the  supreme  court  de- 
cided that  the  board  had  legal  authority  in  the 
premises  to  issue  the  bonds,  it  (the  contract)  shoiild 
be  valid,  otherwise  null  and  void.  The  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  was  to  the  effect  that  the  board 
had  legal  authority  to  issue  the  bonds  in  accordance 
with  the  decision  of  a  majority  of  the  legal  voters 
at  the  aforesaid  election.  This  made  the  contract 
valid  and  binding,  and  thirty-five  bonds  of  11,000 
each,  were  accordingly  issued,  all  bearing  date  of 
January  1,  1890.  and  all  becoming  due  January  1, 
1910,  with  an  option  of  payment  after  A.  D.  1900. 
At  this  writing,  May,  1890,  the  foundation  of 
the  new  court-house  is  being  put  in.  It  is  to  be 
in  size  54x107  feet,  with  a  tower  extending  eighty- 
one  feet  above  the  grade  line.  The  tower  will  en- 
close a  town  clock  with  four  large  face  dials.     The 
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basement  story  will  be  nine  feet  in  height,  the  next 
above  it  twelve  feet  and  eight  inches,  and  the 
next  one  nineteen  feet  and  eight  inches.  The  base- 
ment story  will  contain  the  heating  apparatus,  foul 
and  fresh  air  rooms,  closets,  and  foundations  of  the 
tire-proof  vaults  above.  The  first  story  above  the 
basement  will  contain  halls,  stairways,  county  of- 
fices with  a  fire-proof  vault  each  for  the  county 
judge's,  the  recorder's,  the  county  clerk's  and  treas- 
urer's rooms.  The  next  story  above  contains  the 
court-room,  42ix55J  feet  in  size,  judge's  room, 
sherifl"s  and  surveyor's  rooms,  and  two  jury  rooms. 
The  building  will  stand  on  the  eastern  part  of  the 
block  with  front  to  the  east.  It  will  be  a  very 
commodious,  convenient  and  substantial  structure, 
and  its  appearance  from  all  points  of  the  compass 
will  be  very  handsome.   It  will  soon  be  completed. 

The  ' '  poor  farm  "  of  the  county  consists  of  the 
northeast  quarter  of  Section  12,  in  Township  2 
north,  of  Range  7  west.  There  is  thereon  a  good 
double  frame  house  and  other  suitable  buildings. 
Sometimes  the  county  hfis  three  or  four  pauper  in- 
mates in  the  poor  asylum,  and  sometimes  none  at 
all.  Temporary  relief  is  occasionally  granted  by 
the  county  commissioners  to  poor  persons  at  their 
homes — that  is  to  individuals  not  entirely  depend- 
ent upon  the  county  for  their  support. 

In  1870,  the  year  before  Nuckolls  County  was 
organized,  there  were  but  eight  individuals  on  the 
territory  composing  it,  consequently  there  was  so 
little  property  here  then,  that  this  may  be  con- 
sidered the  beginning  of  the  acquisition  of  property 
within  the  county.  The  early  settlers  were  gen- 
erally poor  in  this  world's  goods — were  mostly 
homesteaders — and  brought  but  very  little  property 
with  them — many  none,  except  a  few  necessary 
household  goods.  Many  came  single  handed,  with- 
out families,  selected  their  homesteads,  constructed 
their  rude  "dugouts,'"  aud  commenced  life  com- 
paratively alone  on  the  wild  frontier,  with  abundant 
faith  in  God,  but  no  money  in  their  pockets.  Thus 
they  persevered,  and  through  their  persevering  in- 
dustry, great  endurance  of  privations  and  the  kind- 
ness of  Providence,  they  have  accumulated  a  suf- 
ficiency of  this  world's  goods  to  make  themselves 
comfortable  and  happy  for  the  remainder  of  life. 


They  can  now  sit  down  under  beautiful  trees, 
planted  with  their  own  hands,  upon  their  own  soil, 
and  call  no  man  lord  or  master. 

The  following  compiled  from  the  United  States 
census  will  give  the  growth,  development  and  ac- 
quisition of  property  within  the  county  from  its 
inception  up  to  1880,  when  it  contained  621  farms 
and  48,8 1 1  acres  of  improved  lands,  valued  at  |807.  - 
415.  Adding  to  this  |70,r)93,  as  the  value  of  farm 
implements  and  machinery,  and  $295,969,  as  the 
value  of  livestock,  an  aggregate  appeai-s  of  $1,173,- 
977  of  property,  not  including  the  value  of  town 
lots  and  much  personal  property.  The  estimated 
value  of  all  farm  productions  (sold,  consumed,  or 
on  hand)  for  1879,  was  1265,561. 

The  taxable  property  in  the  county  in  1880,  was 
as  follows:  Real  estate,  $898,741;  personal  prop- 
erty, $247,568;  total,  11,146,309. 

Tbe  State  tax  charged  on  this  amount  was  14,584, 
the  county  tax,  $21,034,  and  the  city,  town,  village 
and  school  district  taxes,  $11,479,  making  a  total 
of  $37,097.  This  shows  the  value  of  property,  as 
it  was  assessed  for  taxation,  which  of  course  is 
much  less  than  its  actual  valuation.  The  property 
of  the  county  for  the  year  1889  was  thus  assessed: 
Lands,  $1,144,313;  city  and  village  lots,  $273,- 
745;  personal  property,  $507,709;  railroads,  $705.- 
267;  telegraph  lines,  $2,248.20;  Pullman  Palace 
Car  Company,  $1,531.77;  total,   $2,634,813.97. 

This  shows  a  substantial  increase  in  the  value 
of  the  property  since  1880  of  $1,488,504.97. 

The  financial  condition  of  Nuckolls  County  is 
good,  its  only  bonded  indebtedness  being  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  court-house;  otherwise  it 
is  substantially  out  of  debt.  Several  of  the  precincts 
have  a  moderate  bonded  indebtedness  for  the  con- 
struction of  railroads,  an  account  of  which  is  given 
in  subsequent  pages. 

On  March  11,  1879.  a  petition  signed  by  R. 
Hollingworth  and  229  other  citizens  of  the  county 
was  presented  to  the  board  of  county  commission- 
ers, asking  them  to  submit  to  the  electors  of  the 
county  a  proposition  to  issue  bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $82,900  to  aid  in  the  construction  of  the  St. 
Joseph  &  Republican  Valley  Railroad,  from  a  con- 
nection with  the  St.  Joseph  &  Denver  City  Kail- 


^1 


•k 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


road,  at  or  near  the  town  of  Davenport,  in  Thayer 
County,  through  Nuckolls  County  by  way  of  Nel- 
son to  Superior.  In  compliance  with  the  petition, 
an  election  was  ordered  and  held  for  the  purpose 
on  April  15.  following,  when  458  votes  were  cast 
in  favor  of  the  proposition  and  316  against  it. 
The  majority  being  less  than  constitutional  the 
project  was  lost. 

On  July  18,  1879,  a  petition  signed  by  253 
citizens  of  the  county  was  presented  to  the  county 
commissioners,  praying  them  to  submit  to  the 
voters  of  the  county  the  question  of  issuing  county 
bonds  to  the  amount  of  $78,000,  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Nebraska  &  Kansas  Railroad  from 
Edgar,  in  Clay  County,  to  Sujierior,  in  Nuckolls 
Coiinty.  In  compliance  therewith  the  question 
was  submitted  at  a  special  election  held  on  the 
28th  of  August  following,  on  which  occasion  416 
votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  the  proposition  and  361 
against  it — defeated  for  the  want  of  the  constitu- 
tional majority.  These  were  the  only  efforts  made 
to  bond  the  county  for  the  construction  of  railroads, 
and  the  people  may  well  be  proud  of  and  thankful 
for  the  wise  provision  in  their  State  constitution, 
which  saved  them  from  a  heavy  bonded  indebted- 
ness. 

The  St.  Joe  &  Western,  now  the  St.  Joe  & 
Grand  Island  Railroad,  was  completed  across  the 
northeast  corner  of  the  county  in  1872.  The  Bur- 
lington &  Missouri  River,  or  the  Republican  Val- 
ley Railroad,  passes  nearly  east  and  west  through 
the  southern  part  of  the  county,  entering  it  from 
Kansas  on  the  south,  at  a  point  a  short  distance 
west  of  the  southeast  corner  thereof,  and  running 
thence  up  the  valley  by  way  of  Hardy,  Superior 
and  Bostwick,  to  where  it  crosses  the  western 
boundary  between  four  and  five  miles  north  of  the 
southwest  corner  of  the  county.  It  was  completed 
through  the  county  in  1881.  The  branch  of  this 
road  leading  from  Superior  by  way  of  Smyrna, 
Nelson  and  Angus  to  Edgar,  in  Clay  County,  was 
completed  in  1886.  This  is  known  as  the  Nebraska 
&  Colorado  Railroad.  The  same  year  another 
railroad  belonging  to  this  company  was  completed 
across  the  county's  northwest  corner,  entering  it 
from  the  north  near  the  line  between  Ranges  7  and 


8,  and  running  thence  southwesterly  by  way  of 
Lawrence,  and  leaving  the  county  about  four  and 
one-half  miles  south  of  its  northwest  corner. 

The  Missouri  Pacific  Railway  comes  up  the 
Republican  Valley  from  Kansas,  and  enters  Nuck- 
olls County,  near  Hardy,  and  follows  up  the  valley 
until  it  passes  west  of  Superior,  and  then  bears  to 
the  northwest,  passing  by  way  of  Mount  Clare  and 
Lawrence,  and  leaves  the  county  a  fraction  of  a 
mile  south  of  its  northwest  corner.  It  was  com- 
pleted through  the  county  in  1888. 

The  Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific  Railroad 
in  Nebraska  enters  Nuckolls  County  from  the  east, 
near  the  middle  of  Township  2  north,  and  runs 
thence  westerly  and  northwesterly  by  way  of  Nora 
to  Nelson,  the  county  seat,  where  it  has  its  pres- 
ent terminus.  It  was  completed  to  Nelson  in  Sep- 
tember, 1887. 

The  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  Rail- 
road enters  Nuckolls  County  from  Davenport  in 
Thayer  County,  near  the  middle  of  Township  3 
north,  and  runs  thence  southwesterly,  by  way  of 
Oak  and  Nora  to  Superior,  where  it  terminates  at 
present.  It  was  comjaleted  to  its  termination  in 
1889. 

The  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad 
enters  the  county  from  the  south,  near  its  center 
from  east  to  west,  and  runs  to  Superior,  where  it 
terminates.  It  was  completed  to  this  point  in 
1889. 

The  length  of  each  of  these  railroads  within 
Nuckolls  County,  and  their  assessed  valuation  for 
taxation,  are  as  follows : 

Names  i>(  Kailroads.  .MiU'S.  Valiuitimi. 

St  Joseph  &  Grand  Island 5.79  $83,582 

Burlington  &  Missouri  River 30.41  114,296 

Nebraska  &  Colorado 33.49  157.403 

Missouri  Pacific  36.80  150,880 

Chicago,  Rock  Island  &  Pacific 15.36  70,656 

Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley. .  25.40  127,000 

Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe 2.34  11.200 

Totals 139.49      $665,017 

Nuckolls  County  has  been  exceedingly  fortu- 
nate in  the  acquisition  of  railroads,  and  it  is  now 
especially  fortunate  in  having  all  these  great  lines 
of  transportation  without  any  bonded  indebtedness 
on  their  account.      But  few  counties  as  young  pos- 
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Bess  so  many  miles  of  railway  within  their  borders. 
The  property  of  the  Pullman  Palace  Car  Company, 
on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad, 
through  this  commonwealth,  is  assessed  for  taxation 
separately  at  $75.05.  The  property  of  the  West- 
ern Union  Telegraph  Company  along  the  line  of 
the  St.  Joe  &  Grand  Island  Railroad,  in  the  county, 
is  assessed  at  $405.30 — along  the  Fremont,  Elk- 
horn  &  Missouri  Valley  Railroad,  at  $1,034.40, 
and  along  the  Chicago.  Rock  Island  &  Pacific,  at 
$808.50  making  a  total  of  $2,248.20.  According 
to  these  figures  taken  from  the  reports  of  1889, 
the  combined  assessed  value  of  the  railroad,  tel- 
egraph, and  palace  car  company's  property  in 
Nuckolls  County  amounted  to  1667,340.25.  This 
amount,  however,  as  will  be  seen  by  reference  to 
the  total  taxable  property  of  the  county  given  else- 
where, was  increased  by  the  board  of  equalization 
to  $705,267. 

At  the  June  session,  188(5,  of  the  county  com- 
missioners' court,  a  petition  signed  by  Martin  A. 
Hull,  and  fifty-two  other  citizens  of  Spring  Creek 
Precinct,  was  presented  praying  the  court  to  sub- 
mit to  the  qualified  electors  of  said  precinct  ihe 
following  proposition:  "Shall  the  precinct  of 
Spring  Creek,  in  the  county  of  Nuckolls,  in  the 
State  of  Nebraska,  aid  the  Chicago,  Kansas  & 
Nebraska  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation  duly 
incorporated  and  organized  under  and  by  virtue 
of  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Nebraska,  in  construct- 
ing its  railroad  into  and  through  said  precinct, 
by  issuing  to  said  railroad  company  six  bonds  of 
said  precinct  of  the  denomination  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars  each,  said  bonds  to  be  issued  on  the 
first  day  of  January,  1887,  and  to  be  payable  to 
the  bearer  at  the  fiscal  agency  of  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  in  the  city  of  New  York  twenty  years 
after  the  date  thereof,  and  to  be  redeemable  at 
the  option  of  said  precinct  at  the  fiscal  agency  at 
any  time  after  ten  years  from  the  date  thereof,  and 
to  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum,  payable  semi-annually  on  the  first  day  of 
July  and  January  of  each  year,  for  which  interest 
coupons  shall  be  attached,  payable  at  the  fiscal 
agency  aforesaid  ?  ' ' 

Then  followed    in  the  petition  certain  condi- 


tions on  which  the  bonds  should  be  delivered  to 
the  railroad  company,  one  to  the  effect  that  they 
should  not  be  so  delivered  until  the  railroad  should 
be  built  and  completed,  and  be  under  operation  in- 
to and  through  the  county  of  Nuckolls,  from  its 
eastern  boundary  to  the  village  of  Nelson,  and  a 
passenger  and  freight  depot  erected  on  the  track 
thereof,  within  the  corjiorate  limits  of  the  village; 
and  provided  futher  that  the  road  should  be  com- 
pleted on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August,  1887. 

The  petitioners  then  filed  a  bond  conditioned 
for  the  payment  of  the  costs  of  the  election 
in  the  event  that  such  proposition  should  fail  to 
receive  a  two-third's  majority  of  the  votes  cast  at 
such  election.  Whereupon,  the  commissioners, 
having  duly  considered  the  petition  and  all  things 
pertaining  thereto,  and  finding  that  it  was  in  all 
respects  in  accordance  with  law,  granted  the 
prayer  of  the  petitioners,  and  ordered  that  a 
special  election  should  be  held  in  the  said  precinct 
.on  Thursday,  the  12th  of  August,  1886,  at  the 
school-house  in  School  District  No.  6,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  submitting  to  the  legal  voters  of  the  pre- 
cinct the  question  and  proposition  set  forth  in  the 
petition.  The  form  of  the  ballots  to  be  voted  in 
favor  of  the  proposition  was  ordered  to  be  as  fol- 
lows: "  For  the  issue  of  bonds  in  aid  of  the  Chicago, 
Kansas  &  Nebraska  Railroad  Company,  and  the 
levy  of  tax  to  pay  the  principal  and  interest  of 
such  bonds."  The  form  of  the  ballot  to  be  voted 
against  the  proposition  was  made  the  same,  ex- 
cept that  the  introductory  word  was  "against" 
instead  of   "  for." 

The  election  was  held  accordingly,  and  after- 
ward at  a  special  called  session  of  the  coi;rt, 
convened  September  2,  1886,  the  commissioners 
found  that  out  of  ninety-six  votes  cast,  seventy- 
five  were  in  favor  of  the  proposition  and  twenty- 
one  against  it,  and  that  the  votes  cast  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  were  (as  required  by  law  to  give 
them  authority  to  act),  more  than  two-thirds  of 
the  whole  number  of  -votes  cast.  It  was  there- 
upon ordered  by  the  board  that  the  bonds  of  said 
precinct,  to  be  numbered  from  one  to  six  inclusive, 
should  be  prepared  by  the  county  clerk  in  accord- 
ance with  the  terms  of  the  question  and  proposi- 
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tion  above  set  forth,  and  when  so  prepared  that 
they  should  be  signed  by  the  chairman  of  the 
board  of  county  commissioners,  and  attested  by 
the  county  clerk  under  the  seal  of  .said  county. 
Six  bonds  of  1 1,000  each  dated  January  1,  18S7, 
were  issued  accordingly. 

Similar  proceedings  were  had  at  the  same  terms 
of  the  court  j)ertaining  to  a  petition  and  a  propo- 
sition of  the  citizens  of  Nora  Precinct,  and  the  re- 
sult of  a  special  election  held  therein  at  the  same 
time. 

The  proposition  was  for  Nora  Precinct  to  aid 
the  same  railroad  company  to  the  amount  of  if  4,000, 
and  at  the  election  seventy  votes  were  cast  in  favor 
of  granting  the  aid  and  twelve  against  it;  conse- 
quently four  bonds  for  |1,000  each  were  afterward 
issued  and  dated  January  1,  1887,  all  to  be  paid 
by  Nora  Precinct.  They  are  in  every  particular 
the  same,  except  in  amount,  to  the  bonds  of  Spring 
Creek  Precinct. 

On  April  8,  1887,  a  petition  signed  by  Frank 
Edwards  and  135  other  citizens  of  Nelson  Precinct, 
was  presented  to  the  board  of  commissioners,  asking 
that  a  proposition  be  submitted  for  Nelson  Precinct 
to  aid  the  Chicago,  Kansas  &  Nebraska  Railroad 
Company,  by  issuing  to  it  twenty-two  bonds  of  the 
precinct  of  the  denomination  of  $  1 .000  each,  or  |22,  - 
000  as  a  whole.  In  compliance  with  the  prayer  of 
the  petition  the  proposition  was  ordered  to  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  electors  of  the  precinct  on  May  7, 
1887.  The  election  was  held  at  the  appointed 
time,  and  192  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of  the  prop- 
osition and  seven  against  it-,  consequently  the 
bonds  were  afterward  issued  by  authority  of  the 
court,  being  twenty-two  11,000  bonds,  all  dated 
July  1,  1887,  and  (as  with  those  of  the  other  pre- 
cincts above  named)  to  run  twenty  years  from  date. 
These  are  all  the  bonds  issued  in  aid  of  the  Chi- 
cago, Kansas  &  Nebraska  Railroad  Company,  and 
amount  in  the  aggregate  to  $82,000. 

At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  board  of  county  com  - 
missioners  held  in  June,  1887,  a  petition  signed  by 
J.  H.  Coin  and  sixty-seven  other  citizens  of  Beaver 
Precinct,  was  presented,  asking  that  the  following 
question  be  .submitted  to  the  qualified  voters  of 
said  precinct  at  a  special  election  held  for  the  pur- 


pose. "Shall  the  precinct  of  Beaver,  in  the 
county  of  Nuckolls,  in  the  State  of  Nebraska,  issue 
and  donate  to  the  Pacific  Railway  Company  in  Ne- 
braska, seventeen  bonds  of  said  precinct  of  the  de- 
nomination of  $1,000  each,  to  aid  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  railroad  of  said  company  ?  " '  Then 
follows  the  conditions  upon  which  the  bonds  were 
prayed  to  be  issued,  among  which  was  one  requir- 
ing the  road  to  be  completed  from  Warwick,  Kas. , 
to  and  into  the  city  of  Superior,  in  Nuckolls  County, 
on  or  before  November  1,  1887. 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and  a 
special  election  ordered  as  requested,  on  July 
30,  1887.  The  election  was  held  accordingly,  and 
out  of  the  sixty-six  votes  cast  there  were  sixty-two 
in  favor  of  granting  the  proposed  aid  and  four 
against.  In  consideration  of  the  premises  and  the 
decision  of  the  legal  voters  of  the  precinct,  the 
county  commissioners  afterward^aused  to  be  issued 
the  seventeen  bonds  as  prayed  for,  for  the  sum  of 
11,000  each,  amounting  to  $17,000  in  all,  and  all 
bearing  date  of  July  1,  1887,  and  all  to  become 
due  July  1.  1007,  with  interest  at  7  per  cent  per 
annum,  payable  semi-anniially. 

With  similar  proceedings,  and  with  conditions 
changed  to  suit  the  different  locations,  and  at  later 
terms  of  the  court,  the  bonds  of  Victor  Precinct, 
from  one  to  fifteen  inclusive,  each  for  the  denomi- 
nation of  $1,000,'  or  $15,000  in  the  aggregate, 
were  issued,  all  bearing  date  of  January  1,  1888 
and  all  becoming  due  January  1,  1908,  with  inter 
est  at  7  per  cent  per  annum,  payable  semi 
annually.  The  bonds  of  Beaver  and  Victor  Pre 
cincts  amounting,  in  the  whole,  to  $32, 000,  are  al 
the  aid  granted  within  this  county  to  the  Pacific 
Railway  Company  in  Nebraska. 

With  similar  proceedings  and  conditions,  the 
bonds  of  Hammond,  Elk,  Beaver  and  Nora  Pre- 
cincts have  been  issued  to  aid  in  the  construction 
of  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missouri  Valley  Rail- 
road, in  and  through  the  same.  Five  bonds  of  the 
denomination  of  $1,000  each,  or  $5,000  in  the  aggre- 
gate, have  been  issued  for  Hammond  Precinct, 
all  bearing  date  of  July  1,  1888,  with  interest  at 
6  per  cent,  payable  annually,  the  principal  to  be- 
come due  July  1,  1908.     Seven  bonds  each  of  the 
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same  denomination,  or  17,000  in  the  aggregate, 
have  been  issued  for  Elk  Precinct,  bearing  the 
same  date  and  being  the  same  in  all  other  particu- 
lars. Five  bonds  of  11.000  each,  or  15,000  in  all. 
have  been  issued  for  Beaver  Precinct,  all  bearing 
date  of  September  1,  1SS8.  and  being  in  all  other 
particulars  the  same  as  the  foregoing.  Five  bonds 
of  11,000  each,  or  $5,000  altogether,  have  also 
been  issued  for  Nora  Precinct,  all  bearing  date  of 
August  1,  1888,  otherwise  the  same  as  the  above. 
This  makes  altogether  122.000  that  this  railroad 
has  received  as  aid  from  within  Nuckolls  County. 

Nuckolls,  like  nearly  all  counties  on  the  west- 
ern frontier,  is  principally  confined  to  agriculture 
and  the  raising  of  live  stock.  In  1878  — only  seven 
years  after  the  organization  of  the  county — it  had 
under  cultivation  24,730  acres  of  land,  and  the 
yield  of  products  for  that  year  was  as  follows: 
Winter  wheat,  1,148  bushels;  spring  wheat,  80,- 
871  bushels;  Indian  corn,  220,638  bushels;  barley, 
17,333  bushels;  oats,  21,764  bushels,  and  rye, 
6,694  bushels.  Passing  on  to  1880,  the  improved 
lands  amounted  to  43,811  acres,  and  the  yield  of 
products,  as  shown  by  the  United  States  census 
reports,  were  as  follows:  Wheat,  116,382  bushels; 
Indian  corn,  499,698  bushels;  barley,  17,066  bush- 
els; oats,  46.703  bushels;  rye,  3,250  bushels;  hay, 
4,810  tons;  Irish  potatoes,  22,458  bushels;  sweet 
potatoes,  258  bushels;  tobacco,  480  pounds.  The 
yield  reported  in  1880,  it  must  be  remembered,  was 
the  crop  produced  in  1879. 

The  number  of  acres  devoted  to  the  cultivation 
of  each  kind  of  cereals  and  vegetables  in  the  coun- 
ty, and  the  total  yield  for  the  year  1889,  as  reported 
by  the  Nebraska  State  Board  of  Agriculture,  in 
Bulletin  No.  1,  Series  1890,  is  as  follows: 

Indian  corn,  80,839  acres,  yielding  3,233,560 
bushels;  wheat,  2,481  acres,  49,620  bushels;  oats, 
17,274  acres,  1,036,440  bushels;  barley,  287  acres, 
10,480  bushels;  rye.  1,160  acres,  29,000  bushels; 
flax,  1,664  acres,  16,640  bushels. 

The  average  yield,  therefore,  per  acre  of  these 
grains  in  bushels  is  as  follows:  Indian  corn,  40; 
wheat,  20;  oats,  60;  barley,  36;  rye,  25;  flax,  10. 

Eastern  people  and  all  others  who  look  upon 
Nebraska  as  a  cold  and  desolate  place,  ought  to 


see  and  study  these  figures,  and  learn  what  this 
part  of  the  once  Great  American  Desert  is  capable 
of  producing.  Such  bounteous  yields  ought  to  sat- 
isfy the  most  avaricious. 

To  show  what  a  locality  this  is  for  raising  live 
stock,  a  comparison  of  the  figures  of  1880  and 
1889,  taken  from  the  authorities  mentioned  above, 
is  given  below.  The  statistics  refer  to  the  number 
of  each  of  the  animals  mentioned: 

1880 — Horses,  1,991;  mules  and  asses,  234; 
cattle,  4,359;  sheep.  1.106;  hogs,  14,256;  pounds 
of  wool,  6,232.  1889— Horses,  6,980;  mules  and 
asses,  676;  cattle,  21,388;  sheep,  3,188;  hogs, 
20.896. 

This  proves  that  horses,  mules,  cattle  and  hogs 
are  extensively  raised.  Sheep,  in  this  dry  atmos- 
phere, and  where  the  ground  is  seldom  covered 
with  snow,  do  exceedingly  well,  but  owing  to  the 
low  price  of  wool  for  the  last  few  years,  have  not 
been  increased  in  proportion  to  other  animals. 

Among  the  extensive  raisers  of  and  dealers  in 
live  stock  within  the  county  are  the  following: 
Homer  Searle,  in  the  north  central  part  of  the 
county,  keeps  an  extensive  stock  ranch,  and  deals 
largely  in  all  kinds  of  fine  blooded  stock,  especially 
hogs.  He  is  said  to  have  a  boar  that  weighs  nearly 
a  thousand  pounds.  George  Warren  keeps  a  large 
ranch  in  the  east  central  part  of  the  county.  The 
Union  Stock  Farm  of  George  C.  Smith  &  Co.  is 
located  one  mile  east  and  half  a  mile  north  of  Nel- 
son, and  consists  of  320  acres  of  as  good  land  as 
there  is  in  the  West  for  the  raising  of  horses.  Half 
of  this  land  is  used  for  pasture,  through  which 
flows  Elk  Creek,  which  is  timbered  on  both  sides, 
and  furnishes  excellent  shade  and  protection  from 
flies  during  the  hot  summer  weather.  The  bal- 
ance of  the  land  is  used  in  raising  food  to  feed  the 
stock.  The  main  barn  is  fifty  feet  wide  and  106  feet 
long,  is  divided  into  good  box  stalls,  and  will  ac- 
commodate thirty  head  of  horses,  besides  sulkies, 
buggies,  harness-room,  bed-room,  granary,  etc.  A 
good  half-mile  track  lies  just  a  few  rods  in  front 
of  this  barn,  where  stock  can  be  shown  without  the 
usual  amount  of  "  ifs  "  indulged  in  by  many  own- 
ers for  the  want  of  an  opportunity  to  prove  their 
claims. 
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Mr.  Sharp,  Hon.  S.  A.  Searle,  Henry  Wehr- 
man,  J.  H.  Tolley,  Mr.  Norris,  Robert  Greenwood 
and  A.  R.  Downing  all  have  extensive  stock  farms 
in  the  central  part  of  the  county. 

The  Superior  Cattle  Company,  Bosserman  & 
Son,  Mr.  Gilmore  and  A.  C.  McCorkle,  of  Superior, 
are  extensive  stock  feeder.s  and  dealers.  William 
Dysart  has  a  farm  of  one  section  of  land,  a  few 
miles  northeast  of  Superior,  on  which  he  raises 
considerable  stock,  and  manufactures  and  sells 
from  1800  to  112,000  worth  of  Swiss  cheese  per 
year.  Meek  &  Eaton  are  now  feeding  over  2,000 
head  of  cattle  on  their  ranch,  near  Bostwick.  J. 
W.  Kiefer.  T.  M.  Shambaugh  and  S.  T.  Durham 
have  stock  ranches  in  the  vicinity  of  Bostwick,  and 
A.  W.  McLaughlin,  of  Omaha,  owns  a  stock  farm 
in  the  same  vicinity. 

Only  a  few  of  the  leading  stockmen  of  the  coun- 
ty have  been  mentioned.  There  are  many  others 
who  make  a  specialty  of  raising  live  stock,  and 
nearly  all  farmers  give  part  of  their  attention  to 
this  industry.  The  following,  pertaining  to  the 
cattle  trade,  is  taken  from  a  recent  issue  of  the 
Superior  Journal: 

"The  cattle  trade  of  Superior  is  rapidly  com- 
ing to  the  front  once  more.  Superior  is  recognized 
all  over  the  State  as  a  great  cattle  point,  and  The 
Superior  Cattle  Company  is  one  of  the  largest 
firms  of  the  kind  in  the  country,  doing  business  as 
it  does  all  through  this  part  of  the  State  and  in 
Colorado,  with  headquarters  of  that  State  in  Den- 
ver, where  they  have  extensive  stock  yards.  We 
have  also  several  private  parties  in  this  city  who 
handle  a  great  many  cattle,  among  them  Mr.  James 
Meek,  who  only  last  week  shipped  in  one  thousand 
head  from  New  Mexico.  The  cattle  interests  of 
this  section  of  the  State  are  concentrated  in  this 
city,  mainly  throiigh  the  splendid  railroad  facili- 
ties secured  by  our  people,  and  it  is  no  uncommon 
thing  to  see  a  train  load  arrive  here  either  from 
Colorado  or  New  Mexico.  The  number  of  cattle 
fed  in  this  vicinity  can  hardly  be  overestimated, 
several  thousand  head  having  been  shipped  in 
during  the  winter  and  spring,  and  with  cheap 
corn  and  a  fair  market  our  cattlemen  will  make 
good  money  on  them.      It  is  due  to  such  interests 


as  these  that  Superior  has  become  the  city  that  it 
has,  and  the  interests  of  these  firms  should  always 
receive  a  warm  second  at  the  hands  of  the  citizens 
of  Siiperior.  Any  firm  or  corporation  doing  busi- 
ness in  a  town  will  help  the  growth  and  do  an  im- 
I  mense  amount  of  advertising  for  a  town,  and  this 
is  just  what  these  firms  are  doing  for  Superior  to- 
day. Every  cattleman  in  the  country  knows  of  The 
Superior  Cattle  Company,  and  consequently  knows 
of  Superior  as  being  the  headquarters  of  the  com- 
pany, which  afPords  the  city  not  a  little  promi 
nence  throughout  the  State. 

' '  It  has  been  estimated  that  the  number  of 
cattle  that  will  be  shipped  from  Superior  this 
spring  and  summer  will  reach  25,000  head,  which 
will  be  a  big  item  for  the  railroad  that  secures  the 
most  of  the  traffic,  and  the  competition  arising 
thereby  will  be  the  means  of  securing  the  very  low- 
est freight  rates  between  this  city  and  all  the  great 
markets.  We  know  of  no  industry  of  more  im- 
portance to  this  city  than  these  interests,  and  they 
should  receive  all  the  encouragement  possible  at 
the  hands  of  our  citizens." 

The  Nuckolls  County  Agricultural  and  Horti- 
cultural Association  was  formed  in  the  seventies, 
and  on  the  24th  of  August,  1880,  the  northeast 
quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  Section  3B, 
Township  3  north,  Range  7  west,  consisting  of 
forty  acres,  more  or  less,  was  purchased  of  the 
State — it  being  school  land — for  a  ' '  fair  ground. ' ' 
This  tract  of  land  lies  on  the  level  prairie,  at  the 
top  of  the  bluff  on  the  south  side  of  Elk  Creek 
Valley,  just  opposite  the  town  of  Nelson.  From  it 
— there  being  no  rail  or  board  fences  visible,  and 
the  few  wire  fences  imperceptible — the  whole  sur- 
rounding country  has  the  appearance  of  a  bound- 
less prairie,  with  here  and  there  a  planted  forest, 
and  the  deep  valley  of  Elk  Creek  with  its  beautiful 
line  of  timber  coursing  through  it.  From  this 
point  the  town  of  Nelson,  lying  in  the  valley  and 
on  the  incline  of  the  opposite  bluffs,  presents  a 
magnificent  scene.  The  fair  grounds  are  fitted  up 
with  a  floral  hall,  a  half  mile  race-track,  a  judge's 
stand,  stables,  sheds  and  pens  for  live  stock.  An- 
nual exhibitions  of  the  society  are  here  successfully 
and  profitably  given. 
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The  lands  of  the  county  are  classified  as  Con- 
gress lands,  school  lands,  university  lands,  and 
railroad  lands.  The  main  grant  of  railroad  lands 
was  made  to  what  is  now  the  St.  Joe  &  Grand  Island 
Railroad,  and  some  lands  were  subsequently  grant- 
ed to  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad. 
Many  of  the  early  settlers  homesteaded  on  the 
Congress  lands.  Some  of  the  school  and  university 
lands  are  yet  for  sale.  Lord  William  Scully,  of 
England,  owns  over  40,000  acres  of  the  finest  land 
of  Nuckolls  County,  in  tracts  lying  north  and 
northeast  of  Superior,  and  south  and  southeast  of 
Nelson,  all  of  which  has  as  yet  been  kept  out  of 
market.  This  has  been  a  great  hindrance  to  the 
improvement  and  development  of  the  county.  It 
is,  however,  a  less  drawback  now  than  heretofore, 
as  these  lands  are  now  being  improved  by  lessees, 
who  rent  for  a  stipulated  price  per  acre. 

The  courts  of  the  county  consist  of  the  coiinty 
commissioners'  court,  the  covmty  court  and  the  dis- 
trict court.  The  composition  and  origin  of  the  first 
of  these  courts  has  been  fully  given  in  connection 
with  the  organization  of  the  county.  The  county 
court  succeeds  the  old  probate  court,  which  was 
established  with  the  county,  and  continued  under 
that  name  until  1875,  when  it  became,  by  legis- 
lative enactment,  the  county  court.  The  first  bus- 
iness transaction  in  this  court  took  place  June  28, 
1872,  when  the  first  administrator  was  apjjointed, 
Albert  E.  Davis  being  the  first  .judge.  The  first 
term  of  the  district  court,  in  Nuckolls  County  was 
held  soon  after  the  organization;  and  when  its  first 
term  was  held  in  Nelson  there  were  only  two  houses 
in  the  town,  and  they  were  overrun  with  boarders. 
Prom  this  occasion  the  following  anecdote  has  been 
preserved:  The  second  day  Judge  Weaver  was 
hearing  the  case  of  a  horse-thief.  When  court 
adjourned  for  the  night  it  was  evident  that  the 
judge  would  have  to  send  the  fellow  to  Lincoln 
for  a  few  years.  That  night  the  judge,  sherifp,  the 
thief  and  his  lawyer,  and  some  others,  occupied 
the  same  room.  The  thief  awakening  in  the  night, 
and  finding  all  asleep  except  perhaps  his  lawyer, 
saw  his  best  chance  to  get  clear,  and  silently  be- 
took himself  from  the  overcrowded  bedroom,  and 
left  for  parts  unknown,  taking  with  him  the  judge's 


boot  worn  on  his  crippled  foot.  The  judge  was  so 
annoyed  and  discomfited  without  his  boot,  that  he 
declared  he  could  acquit  the  man  if  he  would  only 
return  this  important  article. 

There  have  been  no  very  great  trials  or  unusually 
exciting  ca.ses  connected  with  the  courts  of  the 
county.  Perhaps  the  most  exciting  thing,  and 
that  which  interested  the  people  of  the  county  the 
most,  was  the  question  of  issuing  bonds  for  the 
construction  of  the  new  court-house  at  Nelson,  as 
that  gave  the  final  decision  on  the  location  of  the 
county  seat  for  many  years  at  least.  There  has 
never  been  a  legal  execution  of  an  individual  with- 
in the  county.  Perhaps  there  might  have  been, 
had  not  the  court,  on  one  occasion,  been  kept  from 
exercising  its  jurisdiction.  In  July,  1887,  Mr. 
Henry  Sallen,  living  about  a  mile  northwest  of 
Nelson,  drove  a  lot  of  stock  into  the  town  and  sold 
it.  At  the  same  time  a  low-down,  disreputable 
fellow,  by  the  name  of  J.  Coons,  lived  there, 
who  was  cognizant  of  the  transaction  of  Mr.  Sal- 
len. Supposing  that  the  latter  had  received  pay 
for  his  stock,  and  would  carry  it  home  with  him, 
he  (Coons)  followed  him  out,  and  killed  him  on  his 
way  home.  Being  in  daylight,  and  parties — per- 
haps not  perceived  by  Coons — being  near,  he  was 
immediately  discovered  and  arrested,  and  lodged 
in  jail.  On  the  second  night  following  a  party  of 
men  visited  the  jail,  called  the  sheriff  out,  and 
forcibly  took  from  him  the  keys,  with  which  they 
opened  the  jail  and  removed  therefrom  the  prisoner 
Coons;  taking  him  to  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island  & 
Pacific  Railroad  bridge,  over  Elk  Creek,  in  the 
limits  of  the  town,  they  put  an  end  to  his  wild 
career  in  an  abrupt  manner,  placing  a  rope  around 
his  neck,  and  fastening  the  other  end  to  one  of  the 
timbers  of  the  bridge,  leaving  it  several  feet  in 
length,  so  that  his  fall  would  be  great.  After  ty- 
ing his  hands  behind  him,  they  compelled  him  to 
jump  from  the  bridge.  The  fall  was  great,  and 
the  instant  the  rope  was  taut  his  neck  was  broken. 
None  of  the  parties  engaged  in  this  business  were 
arrested.     It  was  the  end  of  the  whole  matter. 

About  the  middle  of  February,  1890,  Charles 
Stevens  and  Charles  Sherman,  with  a  team  and 
wagon,  were  passing  westward  through   Nuckolls 
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County  en  route  to  Colorado,  and  while  near  the 
village  of  Oak,  the  former  shot  and  killed  the  lat- 
ter. He  then  hid  the  body  and  continued  on  his 
journey  to  his  father's  home  in  Colorado.  Weeks 
later  the  body  of  Sherman  was  found,  a  coroner's 
inquest  was  held,  and  evidence  was  produced  lead- 
ing to  the  conclusion  that  he  came  to  his  death  by 
the  hands  of  Stevens.  In  due  time  the  latter  was 
arrested  at  his  father's  house,  and  brought  back  to 
Nuckolls  County  for  trial.  He  was  arraigned  for 
trial  in  the  district  court  at  Nelson  in  May  of  the 
same  year,  and  finally  admitted  the  killing  of  Sher- 
man, but  denied  the  charge  of  murder,  claiming 
that  Sherman  tirst  shot  at  him,  and  was  in  the  act 
of  shooting  at  him  again,  when  he  shot  and  killed 
his  assailant  in  defense  of  his  own  life.      The  'jury 


before  whom  he  was  tried  was  composed  of  the 
following-named  gentlemen,  viz. :  B.  C.  Amber- 
son,  A.  C.  Bowman.  O.  B.  Odell,  A.  L.  Skeels,  J. 
S.  Hilton,  E.  M.  Wright,  George  O.  Hughes,  Lars 
Peterson,  L.  T.  Bethel.  J.  K.  Kern  andD.  B.  Shire- 
ly.  The  trial  lasted  three  days  after  the  jury  was 
empaneled,  and  on  the  morning  of  May  17,  1890, 
the  jury  gave  in  their  verdict  finding  the  defendant 
guilty  of  manslaughter,  whereupon  the  judge  pro- 
nounced the  sentence — five  years  in  prison. 

The  legal  bar  of  Nuckolls  County  is  composed 
of  S.  A.  Searle,  R.  D.  Sutherland,  W.  A.  Berg- 
stresser,  H.  W.  Short,  T.  W.  Cole  and  Frank 
Coleman,  of  Nelson;  and  Edwin  J.  Murtia,  C.  F. 
McGrew,  L.  E.  Vale  and  R.  N.  Simonton,  of 
Superior. 
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For  numerous  blessings  yearly  show'r'( 
And  property  with  plenty  crown'd. 
Accept  our  pious  praise — Dryden. 


'HE  locatiou  for  the  soat  of 
justice  of  Nnckolla  County 
was  chosen    by   a  vote  of 
the     people     in     October, 
1872.     Two    other   locali- 
ties,   besides    the   present 
Nelson — Elkton    and  Ver- 
-both  of  Elk  Preciuct.  com- 
peted for  the  honor,  but  the  vote 
le&ulted    in   favor   of    the  place 
soon   to  become  Nelson,  on   ac- 
count of  its  central  location  and 
best  accessibility  from  all  parts 
of  the  county. 

The  town  was  surveyed  and 
laid  out  early  in  1873  by  A.  R. 
Buttolph,  surveyor,  for  the  orig- 
inal proprietors,  Horatio  Nelson 
Wheeler  and  wife,  of  Peoria,  111.,  and  was  named 
in  honor  of  that  gentleman.  It  was  located  on 
the  east  half  of  Section  26  and  the  west  half  of 
Section  25,  in  Township  3  north,  Range  7  west, 
being  on  the  north  side  of  Elk  Creek,  and  in  a 
bend  thereof,  so  that  the  site  inclines  toward  the 


southeast.  The  original  plat  contains  forty- four 
blocks  of  twelve  lots  each,  excepting  Block  8,  which 
was  reserved  for  the  county  buildings,  and  Blocks 
22,  35,  36,  37,  38  and  39.  lying  on  the  creek,  and 
also  the  blocks  fronting  on  Main  and  Fourth 
Streets,  the  front  halves  of  which  were  divided 
into  business  lots.  The  north  and  south  streets 
are  named  from  east  to  west  in  the  following  order: 
East,  Elk,  Peoria,  Main,  Wheeler,  Montgomery, 
Maple  and  Denver.  The  east  and  west  streets  are 
numbered  from  north  to  south,  one  to  six  inclu- 
sive. In  addition  to  the  above  the  original  plat 
contained  twenty -seven  outlots  of  several  acres 
each.  The  streets  all  have  convenient  width.  No 
additions  were  laid  out  to  Nelson  until  prospects 
for  a  railroad  were  observed.  The  first  of  these 
was  Peter  E.  Spurck's  First  Addition,  laid  out  in 
May,  1884;  the  second  was  M.  S.  Storer's  Park 
Addition,  laid  out  in  June  following;  the  third  was 
Storer's  Second  Addition,  laid  out  in  March,  1886; 
the  fourth  was  the  Lincoln  Land  Company's  Addi- 
tion, laid  out  in  April  following;  the  next  was 
Storer's  Third  Addition,  laid  out  in  December, 
1886;    Wheeler's   First  Addition  was  laid  out  in 
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July,  1886,  by  Charles  R.  Wheeler;  the  next  and 
last  was  Hanson's  Addition,  laid  out  in  March, 
1887. 

The  original  proprietors  of  Nelson  donated  and 
deeded  to  the  county  every  alternate  lot  in  the  orig- 
inal plat,  which  were  sold  from  time  to  time  as  the 
county  commissioners  deemed  best.  In  the  summer 
of  1873  the  first  court-house,  four  or  five  residences, 
a  hotel  and  two  business  rooms  were  erected. 
Thus  began  the  new  town  and  county  seat.  At 
this  time  the  county  was  very  sparsely  settled,  and 
the  people  were  compelled  to  go  thirty-five  or 
forty  miles  north  or  ninety  miles  east  to  railroads 
for  lumber,  provisions  and  farm  implements,  or  to 
market  their  produce.  Unfortunately  for  Nelson's 
growth  and  development  for  the  first  thirteen  years 
of  its  existence,  it  was  without  a  railroad,  and 
consequently  the  trade  of  the  suiTounding  country 
was  largely  building  up  other  towns  during  all  of 
this  time.  This  kept  the  town  back  so  that  when 
the  railroads  came  the  country  was  far  ahead  of  it, 
instead  of  being  far  behind  it,  as  is  the  case  with 
so  many  overgrown  towns  in  the  west.  This  is 
now  a  fortunate  circumstance  for  Nelson,  as  it  has 
now  a  prosperous  and  substantial  growth  in  pro- 
portion to  the  demands  of  the  country  tributary  to 
it.  It  has  not  had  what  is  generally  known  as  a 
boom,  but  a  much  better  thing,  a  substantial  and 
permanent  growth,  that  will  not  go  backward,  but 
continue  to  increase  with  the  country  around  it. 
The  acquisition  of  its  first  railroad  in  1886,  and 
its  second  one  in  1887,  has  secured  its  permanency 
as  a  town,  and  this  together  with  the  further  ac- 
quisition of  the  new  court-house  now  under  con- 
struction, will  undoubtedly  secure  its  certainty  as 
the  county  seat. 

During  the  summer  and  fall  of  1887,  upon  the 
acquisition  of  the  second  railroad,  1.500,0(10  bricks 
were  used  in  erecting  brick  blocks,  giving  Nelson 
eight  large  and  elegant  business  rooms,  two  large 
halls  for  the  use  of  benevolent  associations,  a  good 
opera  house,  and  a  number  of  rooms  for  private 
offices.  A  number  of  frame  residences  and  a  com- 
modious church  edifice  were  also  erected  that  year, 
and  many  sidewalks  and  other  improvements  were 
also  made.     Since  that  time  other  brick  blocks  and 


several  churches  have  been  erected.  There  are  now 
nine  brick  business  blocks,  containing  in  all  seven- 
teen business  or  store  rooms  and  a  bank  room,  in 
the  first  story.  Three  of  these  blocks  are  but  one 
story  high,  five  are  two,  and  one  (the  opera  block) 
is  three  .stories  high.  There  are  also  a  number  of 
brick  dwelling  houses  and  offices.  The  dwellings, 
however,  are  mostly  constructed  of  wood.  Some  of 
them  are  large,  handsome  and  commodious,  but 
the  greater  number  are  small  or  medium  sized  cot- 
tages; and  nearly  all  the  buildings  in  the  town  have 
a  new,  neat  and  tasty  appearance.  A  fact  that 
speaks  well  for  the  prosperity  of  the  place  is  that 
all  are  occupied. 

On  May  12,  1883,  the  following  petition,  signed 
by  A.  W.  McReynolds  and  fifty-six  other  citizens 
of  the  village  of  Nelson,  was  presented  to  the  board, 
doing  county  business: 

We,  the  undersigned  residents,  taxable  inhabitants, 
and  voters  of  the  territory  hereinafter  described,  the 
same  being  in  the  county  of  Nuckolls  and  State  of  Ne- 
braska, would  respectfully  pray  that  said  hereinafter  de- 
scribed territory  be  incorporated  as  a  village,  under  and 
by  the  name  and  style  of  "The  Village  of  Nelson," 
namely;  All  the  territory  in  the  following  metes  and 
bounds,  that  is  to  say.  Commencing  at  the  northeast 
corner  of  Section  No.  26,  in  Township  3  norlh,  of  Range 
7  west;  thence  west  on  the  sectional  line  between  Sections 
26  and  2.3,  160  rods;  thence  south  on  the  half  section  line 
of  said  Section  36,  330  rods;  thence  east  on  the  sectional 
line  between  Sections  36  and  3.").  and  25  and  36,  240  rods; 
thence  north  across  said  Section  2.5,  330  rods  intersecting 
the  north  line  of  said  Section  2.5,  at  a  point  eighty  rods 
east  of  the  northwest  corner  of  said  Section  25;  thence 
west  on  sectional  line  between  Sections  24  and  25  eighty 
rods  to  the  point  of  beginning.  All  the  sections  above 
referred  to  being  in  Townshi]i  3  north,  of  Range  7  west, 
of  the  sixth  principal  meridian  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb. 
Your  petitioners  would  further  show  that  there  are  more 
than  250  actual  residents  upon  said  territory. 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  was  granted,  and  O. 
A.  Follmer,  Jacob  Ritterbush,  Ed.  Kennedy, 
Thomas  Fickles  and  E.  L.  Johnson,  were  ap- 
pointed trustees  of  the  town  thus  incorporated. 
The  corporation  has  always  been  well  managed, 
and  its  financial  condition  is  good. 

The  general  stores  of  the  town  are  owned  and 
conducted  by  Ritterbush  &  Dowland,  W.  D.  Voigt 
&  Sons,  and  J.  C.  Smith;  the  groceries,  by  Good- 
rich &  Fox,  Mealy  &  Rtible,  W.  R.  Knapp  and  W. 
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A.  Hunt;  the  restaurants,  by  J.  A.  Fletcher,  L. 
Thurman  and  W.  C.  Overlander;  the  drug  stores, 
by  McReynolds  &  Spurck,  John  H.  Ball  and  Archer 
&  Hobbs;  hardware  stores,  by  Boggs  Bros.,  and 
the  Nelson  Hardware  Comjjany ;  the  millinery  stores, 
by  Mrs.  W.  J.  Baker  and  Mrs.  A.  L.  Sparks;  the 
livery  stables,  by  J.  B.  Threlkeld,  and  W.  S. 
Piper;   the  farm  implement  stores,  by  Crawford  & 

Hutchinson    and    ■   Carpenter.       Robinson    & 

Johnson  have  a  furniture  and  undertaking  store, 
M.  L.  Pierce,  a  clothing  store,  and  E.  D.  Jackson, 
the  Novelty  Bazaar.  Tbe  hotels  are  the  Arlington, 
by  Levi  Heltzel;  the  Alliance  House,  by  J.  H. 
Pritts,  and  the  Farmers',  by  Frank  Paddock. 
There  are  two  blacksmith  shops,  two  barber  shops, 
one  grain  elevator,  two  lumber  yards,  two  railroad 
depots,  two  large  and  extensive  brick  works,  five 
church  buildings — four  frame  and  one  brick — the 
latter  belonging  to  the  Evangelical  denomina- 
tion, and  one  very  large  five  room  frame  school- 
house.  Rooms  are  used  also  in  another  building 
for  school  purposes.  A.  W.  Mock  is  the  post- 
master. F.  A.  Disbrow  keeps  a  harness  and  sad- 
dle store.      Storer  &  Spurck  have  a  coal  yard. 

There  are  also  two  banks  in  Nelson — the  First 
National,  which  is  the  oldest  bank  in  the  county, 
with  C.  P.  Leigh,  president;  J.  A.  Devore,  vice- 
president;  S.  A.  Lapp,  cashier,  and  George  Lyon, 
assistant  cashier;  and  the  Commercial  Bank,  with 
J.  H.  Geer,  president,  and  F.  R.  Mease,  ca.shier. 
The  physicians  of  Nelson  are  Drs.  D.  R.  Ball,  F. 
J.  Patchen,  Buffington,  West  and  Stokes.  Nelson 
has  a  Building  &  Loan  Association,  which  is  doing 
an  excellent  work  for  the  town.  Many  men  of 
moderate  circumstances  have  secured  homes  by 
joining  this  association,  and  borrowing  from  it  the 
funds  with  which  to  purchase  a  lot  and  build  a 
house  thereon,  and  by  keeping  their  dues  paid  up. 
Many  neat  little  cottages  in  Nelson,  costing  from 
$300  to  $500  each,  have  been  put  up  in  this  way. 
The  town  has  also  a  board  of  trade,  and  an  im- 
provement company,  both  working  for  the  mutual 
benefit  and  prosperity  of  the  whole.  There  are 
other  business  enterprises  connected  with  Nelson, 
not  mentioned  in  this  sketch. 

The  Elktonian  was  the  first  paper  staited   in 


Nuckolls  County.  It  was  printed  in  Lincoln,  and 
published  In  Elkton,  a  place  then  contending  for 
the  county  seat,  by  Col.  Cropsey.  It  was  es- 
tablished in  1872,  and  its  life  was  less  than  a 
year. 

The  Southwestern  Chronicle  and  the  Inter  Ocean 
were  established  at  Nelson,  in  1875.  They  were 
of  few  days,  and  probably  full  of  trouble,  as  they 
were  soon  removed  to  Clay  County  and  became  the 
Fairfield  News. 

The  Nuckolls  Coimty  Herald,  now  the  oldest 
paper  in  the  county,  was  established  in  Nelson  in 
the  spring  of  1877,  by  H.  A.  Day,  who,  after  pub- 
lishing it  one  year,  sold  to  its  present  owner,  W. 
O.  Ellis.  He  has  continued  its  publication  unin- 
terruptedly. During  the  first  year  of  its  existence, 
it  was  neutral  in  politics,  then  for  many  years  ad- 
vocating Republican  principles.  It  is  now  sup- 
porting the  interests  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  with 
singiilar  care  and  fidelity,  though  keeping  in  mind 
the  county's  general  welfare.  It  is  a  seven  column 
folio,  well  edited  and  well  patronized. 

The  Nelson  Gazette  was  established  May  8, 
1884,  by  M.  L.  Fogel,  who  conducted  it  until  Feb- 
ruary, 1886,  when  F.  A.  Scherzinger  and  W.  T. 
Bottonfield  took  charge  of  it,  and  published  it  un- 
til October,  1888.  Scherzinger  and  T.  W.  Cole,  the 
present  editors  and  proprietors,  then  purchased 
Bottonfield' s  interest.  This  is  an  eight-column 
folio,  neatly  printed,  edited  with  ability  and  good 
judgment,  and  advocates  Republican  principles. 

Of  the  secret  societies  here,  Nelson  Lodge  No. 
77,  A.  F.  &  A.  M. ,  was  organized  under  a  dispen- 
sation granted  March  15,  1879.  to  Martin  L.  Scher- 
merhorn,  William  A.  Scott,  Howard  A.  Stokes, 
John  C.  Collam,  Edwin  H.  Dowling  and  Jacob 
Ritterbush,  and  a  subsequent  dispensation  granted 
June  25,  1879,  to  Sherwood  H.  Moss,  Francis  Ed- 
wards, A.  F.  Holcomb,  Maj.  E.  Long,  Robert  Hol- 
lingworth  and  Ethan  A.  D.  Parker.  The  charter 
was  granted  June  23,  1880,  and  the  other  charter 
members  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  were  Joseph 
Carlon,  Elisha  S.  Gibson,  Jonathan  Edmiston, 
Joseph  Van  Vallin,  Orlando  B.  Tinkham,  D.  W. 
Montgomery  and  Franklin  S.  Nelson.  The  lodge 
has  been  prosperous,  and  has  a  large  and  commo- 
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dious  hall  in  the  third  story  of  the  Opera  Block. 
Joseph  Van  Vallin  is  the  present  W.  M. ,  and  F.  S. 
Shaw,  secretary. 

Nelson  Chapter  No.  '27.  Order  of  the  Eastern 
Star,  was  organized  under  charter  dated  June  15, 
1888,  with  H  E.  Dowland,  M.  L.  Hollingworth,  T. 
i  E.  Britts  and  twenty -eight  other  constituent  mem- 
bers. It  holds  its  communications  in  the  Masonic 
Hall,  in  the  Opera  Block. 

George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  15,  G.  A.  R.,  was 
organized  under  charter  dated  May  12,  1878,  and 
signed  by  R.  H.  Wilson,  department  commander, 
and  William  Coburn,  assistant  adjutant-general. 
The  charter  members  were  J.  T.  Donahue,  H.  W. 
I  Short,  Thomas  Johnson,  J.  Wilkes  Moore,  S.  Gal- 
I  ley,  E.  M.  Benson.  George  Zea,  Jacob  Ritterbush, 
Thomas  Brown,  S.  L.  Hull,  Alvin  Galley,  William 
Scott,  C.  R.  Stoner,  George  Cotton  and  James 
Crawford.  The  post  meets  in  the  Masonic  Hall. 
H.  N.  Banks  is  present  post  commander,  and  J.  C. 
Smith  is  adjutant.  This  order  being  recruited 
alone  from  the  survivors  of  the  armies  of  the  United 
States,  cannot  long  exist.  The  soldiers  are  grow- 
ing old,  and  ere  the  last  few  scattering  survivors 
shall  have  crossed  the  "dark  river"'  and  joined 
the  "eternal  throng,'"  the  order  will  have  ceased 
to  exist.  The  Sons  of  Veterans  have  organized  a 
camp,  and  meet  in  the  same.  They  will  serve  to 
perpetuate  the  memory  of  the  veterans. 

Delta  Lodge  No.  107,  K.  of  P.,  was  organized 
under  a  charter  dated  January  11,  1889,  with 
Henry  Fox,  Jr.,  C.  S.  Johnson,  S.  A.  Lapp,  F.  S. 
Shaw,  J.  H.  Geer,  R.  Greenwood,  S.  E.  Davis,  H. 
E.  Goodrich,  W.  C.  McHenry,  F.  J.  Bliss,  J.  C. 
Scheurer,  F.  A.  Scherzinger,  Albert  Voigt,  A.  G. 
Robinson,  J.  M.  Campbell,  G.  T.  Gregory,  E.  T. 
Warden,  Lester  Hays,  E.  J.  Wilkius,  L.  W.  Knapp, 
A.  H.  Bowman.  William  L.  Norwood;  B.  F.  West, 
C.  C.  Benner,  S.  A.  Searle.  G.  G.  Wheaton,  J.  S. 
Moore,  George  C.  Smith  and  J.  B.  Threlkeld. 
The  large  number  of  prominent  constituent  mem- 
bers 'bespeaks  the  success  of  this  young  lodge. 
They  meet  in  Masonic  Hall.  S.  A.  Lapp  is  the 
present  C.  C,  and  G.  G.  Wheaton  is  K.  of  R.  &  S. 
A  lodge  of  the  Independent  Order  of  Good 
Templars  was  organized  in  Nelson  in  the  spring  of 


1879,  and  much  is  due  to  it  for  the  strong  public 
spirit  against  the  traffic  of  liquor. 

Nelson  Lodge  No.  77,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  was  insti- 
tuted September  3,  1879,  with  a  number  of  the 
most  influential  and  prominent  citizens  of  the  town 
and  vicinity  as  members.  It  has,  like  all  other 
benevolent  societies  of  Nelson,  been  successful.  It 
meets  every  Monday  evening  in  the  Opera  Block. 
F.  A.  Scherzinger  is  N.  G.  and  John  Polly, 
secretary. 

The  Nelson  Temperance  League  was  organized 
in  1878,  with  W.  R.  Knapp,  president;  H.  M.  Cor- 
bett,  vice-president,  and  Mrs.  Mary  Polly,  secre 
tary.  The  original  members  were:  Gentlemen — 
George  C.  Smith.  John  H.  Robinson,  Wilber 
Knapp.  H.  R.  Atkisson.  J.  T.  Donahue.  D.  V. 
Vinson,  S.  L.  Glenn,  E.  M.  Benson,  M.  C.  Long, 
Warren  Knapp,  Frank  Gourley,  S.  W.  Knapp,  M. 
W.  Carter,  William  Spurck,  Samuel  Robison,  Ed- 
ward Smelt,  F.  A.  Heed,  M.  M.  Corbett,  Samuel 
Edwards,  J.  M.  Hall,  J.  K.  Long,  Charles  Roberts, 
H.  R.  Corbett;  ladies— T.  G.  Warren,  M.  E.  Cor- 
bett, I.  E.  Polly,  T.  E.  Short,  Nellie  Winfough, 
Sarah  Robison,  E.  H.  Robison,  M.  B.  Heed,  Pau- 
line Ducotty  and  Josie  Atkisson.  This  was  a 
goodly  number  in  that  early  day,  and  in  a  place 
with  so  small  a  population,  to  array  themselves 
against  the  cause  of  intemperance,  and  no  doubt  it 
is  due  to  their  influence  and  that  of  others  who 
subsequently  joined  them,  that  Nelson  enjoys  its 
good  reputation  for  sobriety. 

The  town  of  Superior  was  surveyed  and  laid 
out  by  Will  W.  Watson,  surveyor,  on  April  10, 
1875,  for  William  Loudon,  the  original  proprietor. 
It  is  situated  on  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section 
26,  in  Township  1  north.  Range  7  west.  This 
locates  it  in  the  second  tier  of  sections  from  the 
Kansas  line.  It  contains,  in  the  original  survey, 
j  forty-nine  blocks,  286x300  feet  in  size,  except  the 
I  extreme  tiers  on  the  east  and  west  sides,  which 
are  143x800  feet.  The  streets  cross  at  right  angles, 
and  those  running  north  and  south  are  named,  from 
east  to  west,  in  the  following  order:  Dakota,  Kan- 
sas, Commercial,  Central,  National,  Colorado  and 
Wyoming.  The  east  and  west  streets  are  numbered 
from  north  to  south,  one  to  seven,  inclusive.     Cen- 


tral  Street,  the  priacipal  business  street,  is  100 
feet  wide.  Commercial  and  National  Streets  are 
ninety  feet  wide,  and  all  the  others  are  eighty  feet 
wide. 

The  site  of  the  city  is  a  beantiful  one,  a  descrip- 
tion of  which  will  be  given  further  on.  From  the 
various  war-like  relics  that  have  been  discovered 
in  the  building  up  of  the  city,  it  is  supposed  that 
an  Indian  battle  was  once  fought  upon  its  present 
site.  In  the  spring  of  1871  William  Loudon  and 
Lewis  Crabill  came  here,  and  brought  with  them 
a  herd  of  cattle.  Being  young  men  without  fam- 
ilies, they  took  homesteads,  and  bached  awhile 
together,  tended  to  their  stock  and  improved  their 
places,  not  dreaming  of  the  town  that  was  so  soon 
to  spring  up  upon  them.  The  following  year, 
1872,  the  father  and  mother  and  younger  brother 
of  William  Loudon  followed  him,  and  settled  on  a 
homestead  west  of  the  present  site  of  Superior,  and 
moved  into  a  dug-out  there  constructed.  Loudon 
and  Crabill  then  became  their  boarders.  Thus 
Mrs.  Mary  London  was  the  first  white  woman  that 
settled  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Superior.  She 
was  born  in  Ohio  in  1821,  where  she  lived  until 
1855,  when  she  moved  to  Illinois,  and  subsequently, 
in  the  same  year,  to  Nebraska.  For  several  years 
they  lived  in  this  primitive  dug-out  residence,  and 
the  Indians,  in  going  back  and  forth  from  their 
hunting  grounds,  used  to  stop  and  make  fun  of 
the  "palefaces'  wigwam."  In  this  humble  resi- 
dence the  Loudons  once  entertained  the  Governor 
of  Nebraska,  the  Hon.  E.  W.  Furnas.  The  first 
postoiBce  of  the  place  was  located  in  this  dug-out, 
and  named  Riverton,  but  there  being  another  of- 
fice of  that  name  in  the  State,  it  was  changed  to 
Superior.  William  Loudon  was  the  postmaster. 
Soon  after  this  Loudon  and  Crabill  put  up  a 
small  log  grocery  store,  to  which  they  moved  the 
postoffice,  and  succeeded  in  building  up  a  good 
trade  for  such  a  new  country  place.  It  is  claimed 
that  the  school-house  was  the  first  frame  building 
erected  in  Superior,  and  that  a  Mr.  Blivens  put  up 
the  first  frame  dwelling  house  in  the  place,  and 
that  it  was  the  building  across  the  street  north  of 
the  Cottage  Hotel.  In  1873  Lewis  Crabill  married 
Miss  Rachel  Jennings,  a  step-daughter  of  Hon.  S. 


E.  Wilson,  and  moved  on  to  his  homestead  with 
his  young  wife.  William  Loudon  then  became 
their  boarder.  In  1875  Crabill  &  Loudon  put  up 
the  frame  store  building  subsequently  occupied  by 
Alex.  Hunter,  and  moved  their  stock  of  goods  into 
it.  The  same  year  the  building  was  sold  to  Mr. 
Hunter,  who  put  therein  the  first  stock  of  general 
merchandise  in  the  village,  and  Loudon  &  Crabill 
dissolved  partnership.  Loudon  then  put  up  another 
building,  and  moved  the  postofiSce  into  it.  About 
this  time  a  traveling  artist  took  a  picture  of  the 
village,  showing  that  it  then  contained  only  three 
or  four  houses  and  a  corn  crib,  and  that  the  only 
indication  of  life  displayed  was  the  hunting  of 
Lewis  Crabill  and  Lee  Burns,  with  their  guns  and 
bird  dog,  in  the  locality  where  the  opera  house  now 
stands. 

In  1877  A.  Beal  came  to  Superior,  and  in  com- 
pany with  a  partner  put  up  a  building  and  placed 
therein  a  stock  of  merchandise.  The  same  year 
Mr.  S.  Timmerman  came  to  Superior,  and  put  up 
a  hotel  49x50  feet  in  size,  and  M.  L.  Fogel  en- 
gaged in  the  hardware  and  grocery  biisiness,  and 
Samuel  A.  Cyr  opened  up  the  sewing  machine  busi- 
ness. William  Loudon  kept  a  real  estate  and 
collection  office. 

For  the  want  of  transportation,  the  growth  of 
Superior  during  its  early  years  was  very  slow. 
Prior  to  the  completion  through  the  village  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  all  the  prod- 
uce shipped  away  tad  to  be  haiUed  to  Edgar,  in 
Clay  County,  and  the  merchandise  sold  here  had 
to  be  hauled  from  that  place.  In  1877  the  popula- 
tion of  Supej-ior  was  reported  to  be  about  150,  and 
in  1878  the  principal  business  men  of  the  place 
were  Alex.  Hunter  and  Beal  &  McCorkle,  who  sold 
dry  goods;  M.  L.  Fogel,  the  hardware  merchant; 
L.  Crabill,  who  sold  drugs  and  medicines;  John 
Cuff  &  George  Fogel,  who  kept  a  livery  and  feed 
stable;  Lee  Burns,  an  extensive  stock  dealer;  Tim- 
merman.  &  Shuck,  the  hotel  proprietors  and  also 
stock  dealers. 

On  August  4,  1879,  J.  D.  Burnes  and  forty- 
three  others  presented  a  petition  praying  that  the 
village  of  Superior  be  incorporated  as  follows,  viz. : 
Commencing  at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  southeast 
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quarter  of  Section  26,  Township  1,  Range  7  west; 
thence  south  100  rods,  to  the  southeast  corner  of  Sec- 
tion 26,  Townshiji  1,  Range  7  west;  thence  west  160 
rods  to  the  southwest  corner  of  the  southeast  quarter 
of  Section  26,  Township  1,  Range  7  west;  thence 
north  160  rods  to  the  northwest  corner  of  the  south- 
east quarter  of  Section  26,  Township  1,  Range  7 
west;  thence  east  160  rods  to  the  place  of  begin- 
ning, containing  the  southeast  quarter  of  Section 
26,  Township  1,  Range  7  west. 

After  due  consideration,  the  board  of  county 
commissioners  found,  as  stated  by  the  record,  "  that 
a  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  said  village  of 
Superior  had  signed  the  petition,"  and  thereupon 
ordered  And  declared  the  premises  described  in 
the  petition  duly  incorporated  as  such  village.  A. 
C.  McOorkle,  M.  L.  Fogel,  V.  H.  Kendall,  E.  N. 
Snodgrass  and  H.  O.  T.  Bradstone  were  then  ap- 
pointed a  board  of  trustees  for  the  corporation. 
A  remonstrance  against  the  incorporation  of  the 
village  of  Superior  was  presented  by  William  Lou- 
don and  others,  but  it  was  not  sutficient  to  defeat 
the  measure. 

Soon  after  Superior  came  into  existence  its  few 
citizens  began  to  look  forward  and  to  prospect  for 
a  railroad,  but  they  suffered  disappointment  until 
1880,  when  it  became  certain  that  the  Republican 
Valley  line  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad  would  be  built,  as  it  was  the  following 
year,  and  gave  the  villagers  communication  by  rail 
with  all  parts  of  the  county.  Then  everybody 
was  confident  that  the  future  existence  of  the 
town  was  secured.  In  1S80  the  village  began  to 
take  on  a  new  appearance,  and  individuals  owning 
the  lands  adjoining  the  town  site,  as  originally 
platted,  began  to  calculate  upon  the  additions  to 
the  town,  which  were  subsequently  laid  out.  The 
town  had  now  acquired  a  population,  as  shown  by 
the  United  States  census,  of  458.  Alexander 
Hunter  surveyed  and  laid  out  his  "  First  Addition 
to  Superior  ' '  in  February  of  this  year,  and  ' '  East 
Superior,"  located  on  the  southwest  quarter  of 
Section  25,  in  the  same  township  and  range,  was 
laid  out  in  May  following,  by  William  Loudon  and 
Austin  M.  Collett,  proprietors. 

Prior   to   1880   Superior  was  a  wooden  built 


town,  not  having  brought  into  use  the  more  sub- 
stantial materia],  brick,  for  building  purposes. 
But  now  brick  was  utilized,,  and  a  portion  of 
what  is  now  the  Union  Hotel  was  made  of  that 
material.  In  1883  the  Opera  House  brick  block 
was  erected.  It  contains  the  Bank  of  Superior 
and  a  large  store-room  on  the  tirst  floor,  and  the 
opera  room  on  the  second.  In  July  of  the  next 
I  year  South  Superior  was  surveyed  and  laid  out  by 
the  Lincoln  Land  Company,  and  in  1885  the  two- 
story  brick  block,  now  containing  the  First  Nation- 
al Bank  and  a  hardware  store  on  the  first  floor,  was 
erected.  In  1886  the  Carter  Block,  adjoining  the 
Farmers'  Bank  on  the  south,  was  put  up,  and  in 
June,  1887,  North  Superior  was  laid  out  by  the 
Lincoln  Land  Company  and  Alexander  Hunter. 
Iq  April  of  this  year  Superior  was  incorporated  as 
a  city  of  the  second  class,  and  the  first  city  officers 
elected  were:  V.  H.  Kendall,  mayor;  Frank  Hen- 
derson, clerk;  A.  C.  McCorkle,  treasurer;  J.  T. 
Kendall,  police  judge;  B.  C.  Anderson,  city  en- 
gineer. The  city  was  then  divided  into  three 
wards"  and  aldermen  were  elected  for  each. 

Being  now  incorporated  and  having  acquired 
another  line  of  railway  —  the  Nebraska  &  Colorado 
to  Edgar — and  other  lines  coming  to  the  city  being 
in  process  of  construction,  Superior  took  on  more 
life  and  energy,  and  in  1888  there  were  more  brick 
business  buildings  erected  than  in  any  other  year 
of  its  existence  up  to  this  writing.  Hunter's  two- 
story  block  with  two  store-rooms  on  the  first  floor, 
the  Central  Block  (the  Thurman  Hotel),  the  John- 
son Block,  and  the  Fogel  Block,  with  three  business 
rooms  on  the  tirst  floor,  were  all  erected  in  this 
year.  Also,  in  May,  1888,  Fairview  Addition  to 
Superior  was  laid  out  by  Alexander  Hunter.  The 
next  and  last  year  the  brick  building  in  which  the 
Farmers'  Bank  is  located,  was  erected,  and  Wil- 
son's Addition  to  the  city — the  last  one — was  laid 
out  in  December,  1889,  by  Robert  A.  Wilson. 
During  the  years  of  the  construction  of  the 
buildings  mentioned,  many  other  brick  and  frame 
business  houses  and  dwellings  of  smaller  dimen- 
sions were  put  up,  and  at  this  writing.  May,  1890, 
some  new  business  buildings  and  many  residences 
are  in  process  of    construction.      It    should   have 
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been  mentioned  that,  in  1886,  the  large  brick 
school-house,  now  known  as  the  south  one,  was 
also  completed,  and  that  in  1889  the  new  brick 
school-house,  standing  on  the  eminence  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city,  was  erected. 

There  is  a  large  brick  livery  stable,  and  aside 
from  the  brick  hotels,  there  are  from  twenty  five  to 
thirty  business  rooms  on  the  lirst  floor  of  brick 
buildings.  There  are  many  brick  residences,  and 
the  water  works  house  and  some  small  office  build 
ings  are  also  built  of  brick.  The  second  story  of 
the  brick  blocks  are  used  for  halls,  offices,  shops 
and  residences. 

The  present  city  officers  are  as  follows:  C.  E. 
Adams,  mayor;  R.  G.  Nelson,  George  F.  Cotton, 
J.  H.  Gillespie.  B.  C.  Amberson,  D.  Guthrie  and 

I.  King,  councilmeri;  H.  L.  Plummer,  clerk; 

Sheffer,  city  engineer.  Two  of  the  councilmen 
belong  to  each  of  the  three  wards,  into  which  the 
city  is  divided.  The  indebtedness  of  Superior  is 
small  and  its  financial  condition  is  good. 

Superior  has  the  Holly  system  of  water  works, 
built  in  1888^89,  by  the  city.  The  designing  en- 
gineer was  W.  Kiersted,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.  The 
constructing  engineer  and  contractor  was  S.  K. 
Felton,  of  Omaha,  Neb.,  and  George  Brown  was 
chairman  of  committee,  superintending  the  con- 
struction of  the  works.  The  water  is  obtained 
from  a  well  twenty-five  feet  in  diameter,  by  thirty 
feet  deep,  by  direct  pumping,  and  the  supply  is 
inexhaustible.  The  daily  capacity  of  the  pumping 
machinery  is  1 ,  000,000  gallons.  Two  oCO.OOO  gal- 
lon pumps,  and  boilers  from  the  Pond  Engineering 
Company,  are  in  use.  There  are  three  miles  of 
mains,  eighty  taps  and  twenty  Chapman  hydrants. 
The  ordinary  pressure  is  forty  pounds,  and  the  tire 
pressure  120  pounds.  The  engine  house  standing 
near  the  well  at  the  south  end  of  Central  Street  is 
a  substantial  brick  structure.  The  whole  works 
cost  the  city  $27,000,  and  it  has  been  offered 
therefor  and  for  the  franchise  to  operate  them  and 
supply  the  city,  over  $50,000,  but  it  has  wisely 
refused  the  offer.  The  city  can  operate  the  works 
and  charge  the  beneficiaries  enough  to  defray  ex- 
penses and  keep  up  repairs,  and  thus  supply  the 
people  with  water  for  a  moderate  price,  but  once 


let  the  works  pass  into  the  hands  of  a  company  or 
individual,  then  look  out  for  trouble.  This  system 
is  much  better  than  standpipes,  for  direct  pressure 
provides  fresh  water,  not  stagnant,  all  the  time. 
The  water  obtained  from  the  well  is  of  the  best 
quality  of  spring  water,  not  led  into  it  from  the 
surface,  but  being  furnished  by  nature  from  the 
earth. 

The  tire  department  consists  of  two  hose  com- 
panies, Big  4  No.  1,  and  Big  4  No.  2.  There  are 
thirty  men  in  each  company,  and  the  city  has  about 
1,000  feet  of  hose.  The  companies  are  uniformed. 
W.  H.  Morrison  is  chief  of  the  department.  Wher- 
ever a  fire  occurs  the  hose  is  attached  to  one  or 
more  of  the  hydrants  near  by,  and  the  power  is 
sufficient  to  throw  water  upon  or  over  the  highest 
buildings  in  the  city.  The  water  works  and  fire 
department  combined  secure  the  city  from  much 
loss  by  fire. 

The  Superior  Building  &  Loan  Association 
was  organized  in  March,  1889,  with  Robert  Guth- 
rie, president;  J.  D.  Stine,  secretary  and  A.  E. 
Hunter,  treasurer.  The  capital  stock  is  150,000, 
the  shares  are  $100  each,  and  the  weekly  dues  on' 
a  share  is  25  cents.  A  member  can  take  as  many 
shares  as  he  is  able  to  pay  the  dues  on.  It  is  cal- 
culated that  the  shares  will  be  paid  up  in  four 
years.  The  association  thus  far  has  been  very  suc- 
cessful, and  has  already  accomplished  much  good. 
The  members  are  mostly  wage  workers,  and  fifteen 
of  them  have  already  borrowed  funds  of  the  associa- 
tion, purchased  ground  and  erected  houses  thereon. 
From  the  secretary  it  is  learned  that  these  fifteen 
are  keeping  their  dues  and  the  interest  on  the 
amounts  they  borrowed  promptly  paid  up,  and  that 
by  so  continuing,  they  will  in  four  years  have  their 
homes,  without  having  had  to  pay  any  more  than 
is  usually  given  out  as  rent. 

The  Superior  Board  of  Trade  was  established 
in  1880,  with  C.  E.  Adams,  as  president;  William 
Loudon,  vice-president,  and  J.  S.  Johnson,  secre- 
tary. The  object  of  the  board  was  to  work  to- 
gether for  the  mutual  benefit  of  its  members,  and 
the  general  interest  and  upbuilding  of  the  city. 
The  board  was  re-organized  in  January,  1890. 
Its  present  officers  are  George  W.  Felt,  president; 
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C.  F.  McGrew,  vice-president;  O.  E. 
treasurer,  and  Edwiu  J.  Murfin,  secretary.  The 
board  of  directors  consist  of  C.  E.  Adams,  D. 
Guthrie,  W.  E.  Lawler,  F.  S.  Southard,  W.  O. 
Robinson,  J.  D.  Stine,  G.  L.  Day,  W.  B.  Mcln- 
tire,  L.  S.  Smith,  E.  V.  Hatch  and  K.  G.  Nelson. 
These  and  all  members  of  the  board  belong  to 
that  class  of  men  that  have  vpoi'ked  for  the  advan- 
tages— railroad  and  otherwise — that  the  city  now 
enjoys.  A  debt  of  gratitude  at  least  is  due  them 
for  the  work  they  have  performed  and  the  good 
results  following.  Especial  mention  shoiild  be 
made  of  Mr.  F.  P.  Bonnell,  who  for  several  years 
past  has  devoted  much  of  his  time  and  attention 
to  the  public  interests  of  the  city. 

Superior  is  well  supplied  with  parks,  both  pub- 
lic and  private.  City  Park,  northeast  of  the  busi- 
ness part  of  the  city,  comprises  an  entire  block  be- 
tween Sixth  and  Seventh  Streets.  It  is  well  laid 
out  and  beautifully  set  with  many  ditferent  kinds 
of  shade  trees.  It  is  centrally  located  in  the  res- 
idence portion  of  the  city,  and  will  be  a  very 
pleasant  resort  when  the  trees  become  larger,  thus 
forming  more  shade. 

Lincoln  Park,  containing  about  sixty  acres, 
lies  directly  west  of  the  original  town  plat,  and  is 
traversed  by  Lost  Creek,  with  its  meandering  line 
of  timber  consisting  of  spreading  trees  of  elm, 
oak,  ash  and  box  elder.  The  natural  grandeur  of 
this  park  is  magniiicent. 

The  exposition  grounds  of  the  Republican  Val- 
ley Fair  Association  adjoining  Lincoln  Park,  are 
provided  with  a  fine  race  course,  and  interspersed 
with  beautiful  shade  trees.  Many  of  the  private 
residences  in  the  suburbs  of  the  city  are  surrounded 
with  lawns  that  are  so  large  and  so  well  laid  out 
and  ornamented  with  shade  trees,  that  they  may 
appropriately  be  called  parks. 

El  Capitan  Rancho,  belonging  to  the  Supe- 
rior Cattle  Company,  and  located  four  miles  north- 
west of  the  city,  contains  two  beautiful  lakes,  one 
covering  four  and  the  other  sixty  acres.  It  is  Su- 
perior's summer  resort,  where  the  pleasures  of 
boating  never  cease.  Four  years  ago  the  owners 
of  this  place  purchased  in  Ohio  twenty-five 
spawners,  brought  them  thither  and   placed  them 


in  the  four  acre  lake,  and  now  estimate  their  off- 
spring at  fifteen  millions.  Two  years  after  plac- 
ing the  spawners  in  the  lake,  they  took  therefrom 
about  25,000  stock  carp  and  put  them  in  the  sixty- 
acre  lake,  and  to  what  extent  they  have  multiplied 
it  is  hard  to  even  conjecture,  but  the  lake  is  full 
of  fish.  It  is  also  well  stocked  with  lake  trout.  In 
the  fall  of  1889  the  owners  took  from  the  small 
lake  800  fish  averaging  four  pounds  each.  The 
water  in  the  large  lake  is  from  three  to  twenty  feet 
deep.  The  Superior  Cattle  Company  have  grazed 
thousands  of  cattle  on  this  ranch,  and  on  this  is  the 
spot  where  Albert  Bierstadt,  the  artist,  saw  the 
.scene  from  which  he  made  his  famous  buffalo 
painting. 

The  Water-Power  and  the  Superior  Roller  Mills 
are  deserving  of  prominent  mention.  In  the  year 
1875  Mr.  William  Loudon,  with  persevering  energy, 
induced  Messrs.  Schuyler  &  Barnes,  of  Edgar,  to  be- 
gin the  erection  of  a  mill  on  Lost  Creek  at  Superior. 
These  gentlemen  erected  their  mill,  and  cut  a  race 
leading  from  the  river  into  Lost  Creek,  and  thence 
to  the  mill,  a  distance  of  one  mile,  hoping  to  draw 
enough  water  from  the  river,  without  a  dam,  to 
supply  the  necessary  power.  But  after  trial  they 
found  this  impracticable,  on  account  of  the  washing 
into  the  race  of  sand  from  the  river,  and  conse- 
quently tore  down  the  mill  and  removed  it  to  its 
present  site  during  the  winter  of  1875-76.  After- 
ward, as  a  result  of  much  advertising  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Loudon,  several  persons  entered  into  cor- 
respondence with  him,  one  of  whom,  Mr.  Robert 
Guthrie,  of  Afton,  Iowa,  deemed  the  matter  worthy 
of  investigation,  and  came  on  and  made  a  personal 
inspection  of  the  location,  and  concluded  to  com- 
mence the  work  at  once,  and  it  was  undertaken 
October  1,  1877.  A  dam  of  brush  facings  and  sods 
was  completed  across  the  river  three  and  a  half  feet 
high  by  January  20,  1878.  In  the  meantime  work 
upon  the  mill  building  was  going  'on.  and  on  May 
15,  following,  the  water  was  turned  upon  the  wheel. 
The  dam  cost  about  $5,000,  and  the  mill  and 
machinery  originally  112,000,  making  the  first  out- 
lay in  the  neighborhood  of  $17,000.  About  this 
time  David  Guthrie,  a  brother  to  Robert,  came  and 
joined   in   the   enterprise  under  the  firm  name  of 


NUCKOLLS  COUNTY. 


Guthrie  Brothers.  The  next  year  the  dam  washed 
away,  aad  they  were  at  an  exti-a  expense  of 
$1,500  in  repairing  it;  again  in  1881,  the  dam 
washed  out  io  such  a  shape  that  they  were  obliged 
to  change  it  and  put  in  a  race  one  and  a  half  miles 
in  length,  which  cost  about  $9,000,  and  by  so  do- 
ing secured  at  least  a  500-horse  power,  with  only 
eighteen  inches  of  dam  in  the  river.  Again  in  the 
spring  of  1882,  the  head  gate  washed  away,  and 
they  were  at  an  expense  of  $300  more  to  get  the 
mill  in  running  order.  The  work  was  now  com- 
pleted in  such  a  substantial  manner  that  no  acci- 
dents have  since  happened.  The  mill,  as  originally 
constructed,  rested  up  upon  a  basement  30x42  feet, 
and  was  three  stories  in  height  above  the  basement. 
It  has  since  been  enlarged,  and  is  now  50x90  feet 
with  an  elevator  30x50  feet  in  size.  The  old  method 
of  grinding  has  been  discarded,  the  roller  process  i)ut 
in,  and  the  whole  mill  has  been  fitted  up  with  the 
latest  improved  machinery  for  making  the  very 
finest  of  flour.  Their  choice  brands  are  "'84 
Patent,"  "Lyon"  and  "Legal  Tender."  They 
pay  the  highest  price  for  all  kinds  of  grain,  and 
also  the  highest  price  for  hogs.  Notwithstanding 
the  misfortunes  incurred  in  perfecting  their  dam, 
they  have,  through  their  energy  and  perseverance, 
met  with  success,  and  have  now  a  property  in  their 
mill  and  water  power  that  is  almost  invaluable. 

The  daily  output  of  flour  in  1878  was  100 
sacks,  and  now  it  is  1,200  sacks.  The  corn-shell- 
ing-mill  in  the  basement  shells  700  bushels  per 
day,  and  the  daily  output  of  corn  meal  is  300 
sacks.  They  ship  flour  to  Texas,  Kansas,  Wyo- 
ming, all  parts  of  Nebraska,  and  to  the  other 
States  and  Territories. 

The  outside  surroundings  of  the  Superior  Rol- 
ler Mills  are  fine  boulevards,  parks,  drives  and  a 
picturesque  lake  for  boating  and  picnic  parties. 
The  lake  island  is  planted  in  beautiful  shrubbery. 
The  lake  also  contains  the  finest  varieties  of  Ger- 
man carp  and  channel  cat-fish. 

Superior  now  contains  three  banks,  three  rail- 
road passenger  and  freight  depots,  an  engine 
house  with  eight  stalls,  two  grain  elevators,  three 
large  lumber  and  coal  yards,  five  hotels  and  sev- 
eral boarding-houses,  three  dry  goods  stores,  two 


general  stores,  nine  grocery  stores,  five  restau- 
rants, four  drug  stores,  three  hardware  stores,  two 
furniture  stores,  one  second-hand  store,  a  musical 
instrument  store,  three  farm  implement  stores,  a 
carriage  and  wagon  shop  and  farm  implement 
house,  another  farm  implement  house,  a  black- 
smith shop  and  plow  works,  three  livery  stables, 
three  jewelry  stores,  two  boot  and  shoe  stores, 
four  milinery  stores,  two  bakeries,  three  cloth- 
ing stores,  two  tailor  shops,  several  real  estate, 
loan  and  insurance  offices,  three  meat  markets, 
three  drinking  saloons,  a  notion  store,  a  butter 
and  eggs  market,  a  confectionery  store,  three  har- 
ness stores,  two  wind-mill  shops,  a  flour  and  feed 
store,  a  cigar  factory,  a  book  and  news  store,  the 
postoflSce  (E.  V.  Taylor  postmaster),  several  me- 
chanic shops  not  enumerated,  the  McCorkle  brick 
works  (very  extensive),  several  grain  and  produce 
buyers,  three  printing  offices,  a  photograph  gallery, 
six  physicians— Drs.  Bradshaw,  W.  Foster,  J.  W. 
Mitchell,  L.  O.  Powell,  C.  W.  Brown  and  J.  S. 
Butler;  several  lawyers,  five  church  edifices,  two 
commodious  brick  school -houses.  In  addition  to 
the  business  enterprises  mentioned,  James  H.  Kes- 
terson  keeps  a  stud  of  the  best  breeds  of  horses, 
embracing  Normans,  Englishshires,  Cleveland  Bays, 
and  Hambletonians.  He  keeps  seven  stallions  and 
also  buys  and  sells  stock.  A  brass  band  also  adds 
to  the  attractions  of  this  city. 

The  Bank  of  Superior,  owned  by  Meek  & 
Briggs,  was  established  in  1880.  A.  J.  Briggs  is 
cashier.  This  bank  is  not  incorporated,  and  con- 
sequently all  the  property  belonging  to  either  mem- 
ber of  the  firm  is  liable  for  all  of  the  bank  trans- 
actions. 

The  First  National  Bank  was  organized  June 
20,  1886— D.  Bosserman,  president;  E.  J.  Adams, 
vice  president;  L.  B.  Adams,  cashier.  The  officers 
and  directors  connected  with  this  bank  are  among 
the  most  liberal  and  energetic  men  in  the  city. 
Their  authorized  capital  is  $100,000,  and  they  have 
a  paid-up  capital  of  $50,000.  This  is  the  wealthi- 
est firm  of  the  city,  and  also  comprises  the  Superior 
Cattle  Company. 

The  Farmers'  Banking  and  Loan  Company  was 
also  established  in  1880,  by  some  of  the  wealthiest 


^  s- 


J- 


714 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


men  of  Superior  and  vicinity.  This  bank  does  a 
general  banking  business,  and  negotiates  loans 
on  real  estate,  and  constitutes  one  of  the  safest 
banks  in  the  west. 

The  first  newspaper  published  in  the  town  was 
the  Superior  Enterprise,  bj'  "William  Loudon  &  Co. 
Joseph  Feree  was  the  printer.  From  No.  17,  Vol. 
I,  which  happened  to  be  preserved  for  several 
years,  the  following  item  has  been  obtained:  "  Su- 
perior, on  the  Republican,  is  a  new  town,  has  an 
eligible  mill  site,  and  contains  one  grocery  store 
and  the  Enterprise  office.  The  two-story  school- 
house  is  an  ornament  to  any  country."  This  paper 
was  published  only  about  six  months.  There  is 
no  wonder  why  it  was  not  continued.  In  a  town 
of  such  size  and  a  country  with  only  here  and  there 
a  "  pioneer,"  no  paper  could  be  supported. 

The  Superior  Guide  was  established  in  the  fall 
of  1879,  by  J.  H.  Todd  and  J.  H.  Graves.  It  was 
then  a  seven  column  folio,  but  now  enjoys  the  dis- 
tinction of  being  a  five  column  quarto.  F.  C. 
Yenny  became  its  possessor  in  the  summer  of  1887, 
and  has  since  and  still  continues  its  publication. 
The  circulation  which  it  enjoys  leaves  no  doubt  as 
to  its  popularity.  The  Guide  is  now  the  oldest 
paper  in  Superior,  and  has  a  large  patronage.  It 
is  a  stanch  temperance  journal,  having  long  advo- 
cated prohibition. 

In  18S0  J.  W.  Moore  established  the  South 
Western  Chronicle  at  Superior,  but  it  was  of  short 
duration. 

The  Superior  Journal  was  founded  in  the  sum- 
mer of  1882,  by  a  Mr.  Cadwalader,  formerly  of  He- 
bron, Neb.,  who  continued  its  publication  until  the 
spring  of  1884. when  he  was  appointed  to  the  railway 
mail  service.  The  paper  was  then  taken  charge  of  by 
John  Vedder,  who  conducted  its  management  until 
the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1885,  when  it  was 
purchased  by  N.  C.  Pickard  and  AV.  F.  Buck.  It 
continued  under  their  control  till  late  in  the  fall  of 
this  year,  when  Mr.  Buck  disposed  of  his  interest 
to  E.  F.  Heltmon,  who  remained  in  partnership 
with  Mr.  Pickard  till  the  following  spring,  when 
he  retired,  leaving  the  latter  in  full  charge.  Mr. 
Pickard  published  the  paper  till  July,  1888,  when 
he  disposed  of  it  to  its  present  owner,  Mr.  J.  D. 


Stine.  In  March,  1888,  Mr.  Pickard  conceived 
the  idea  of  running  a  daily  in  connection  with  the 
paper,  and  it  has  since  been  published  both  weekly 
and  daily.  The  weekly  is  an  eight-column,  and 
the  daily  a  six-column  folio.  It  has  always  been 
Republican  in  politics,  except  when  under  the 
management  of  Mr.  Vedder,  who  conducted  it  as 
an  independent.  This  paper  is  widely  known,  and 
has  proven  an  important  factor  in  advancing  the 
interests  of  this  community. 

The  Superior  Times  was  established  March  2, 
1890,  by  Dunlap  Brothers.  It  is  a  five-column 
quarto,  and  has  started  out  with  fair  prospects  of 
a  successful  career.  The  editors,  in  their  saluta- 
tory, say:  "The  Times  will  be  an  independent 
paper,  subject  to  the  dictation  of  no  party,  ring, 
clique  or  combination;  advocating  that  which  we 
believe  to  be  right  and  just,  without  fear  or  favor." 

Some  people  of  the  East  imagine  that  when  they 
go  west  they  go  beyond  the  confines  of  civiliza- 
tion, and  that  they  must  sever  all  connections  with 
society  or  refinement;  but  nothing  could  be  more 
absurd,  for  the  West  contains  as  many  societies 
and  beneficent  organizations  as  the  East,  and,  as  a 
general  thing,  they  possess  more  vitality,  for  the 
western  heart  is  more  impulsive,  western  hospital- 
ity more  lavish,  and  public  gatherings  are  more 
frequent  and  more  sociable.  Superior  is  lacking 
in  none  of  those  organizations  that  tend  to  make 
life  endurable  and  pleasant.  Brothers  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity  can  here  find  a  hearty  welcome 
in  Superior  Lodge  No.  121,  and  in  Tadmore  Chap- 
ter No.  37.  Brothers  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  can  find 
friendship  in  Valley  Lodge  No.  87,  and  rest  in 
Valley  Encampment  No.  20.  The  confidence  of 
Knights  of  Pythias  will  always  be  held  sacred  in 
Superior  Lodge  No.  33.  To  the  brethren  of  the 
A.  O.  U.  W.  the  hand  of  protection  is  ever  ex- 
tended in  Lodge  No.  22.  To  the  members  of  the 
M.  W.  of  A.  the  welcome  of  Lost  Creek  Lodge  No. 
595  is  ever  extended.  And  to  the  veterans  who 
carried  the  stars  and  stripes  triiimphantly  over 
their  enemies,  and  preserved  and  perpetuated  our 
Nation  on  a  solid  basis,  the  camp  fires  of  Old  Abe 
Post  No.  63,  G.  A.  R. ,  are  kept  burning. 

Other  societies  also  exist  in  Superior,  such  as 
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the  \y.  C.  T.  U.,  C.  L.  S.  C,  Union  Bible  Society,    | 
etc.,  where  all  can  lind  a  home. 

The  Republican  Valley  Fair  Association  was  ' 
organized  at  Superior  in  1884,  with  James  H. 
Kesterson,  president;  John  Bruce,  vice-president;  1 
A.  J.  Briggs,  secretary,  and  Taylor  Lewis,  treas- 
urer. The  same  officers  are  now  officiating.  It 
is  a  joint  stock  company  with  a  paid-up  capital 
of  $3, 500.  The  exposition  grounds,  consisting  of 
forty  acres  adjoining  Lincoln  Park,  were  purchased 
the  same  year  that  the  association  was  organized. 
They  are  fitted  with  an  excellent  race  track,  an 
amphitheater,  etc.  Annual  exhibitions  are  held, 
and  the  association  has  been  successful. 

The  Superior  Light  Guards,  a  military  com- 
pany composed  of  hojs  from  ten  to  fourteen  years 
of  age,  was  organized  in  1887.  They  are  uni- 
formed with  blue  jackets,  pants  and  caps,  and  are 
armed  with  Flobert  rifles,  and  are  thoroughly 
drilled  in  tactics.  Ed  Adams  is  captain  of  the 
company.  They  have  their  headquarters  and 
arsenal  at  the  residence  of  Mayor  C.  E.  Adams, 
are  under  his  control  and  discipline,  and  aside 
from  his  assistance  they  have  kept  up  and  main- 
tained their  organization  without  any  outside  help. 
Rigid  discipline  is  exercised  for  the  good  of  the 
company.  Boys  can  belong  to  no  better  an  or- 
ganization than  a  military  company  under  strict 
discipline. 

The  city  of  Superior  is  well  provided  with 
public  school  facilities,  having  two  large  brick 
school-houses,  mentioned  elsewhere  in  this  work, 
in  one  of  which,  in  addition  to  other  departments, 
is  the  high  school,  and  in  the  other  pupils  are  pre- 
pared to  enter  the  high  school.  But  beyond 
these  facilities  another  school,  known  as  the 
Superior  Conservatory,  has  been  established  with 
the  following  able  faculty:  Mrs.  Gertrude  Coin, 
vocal  and  instrumental  music;  Mrs.  J.  F.  Brad- 
shaw,  fine  arts;  Miss  Jean  Todd,  reading  and  elo- 
cution; Miss  Rose  Becker,  German;  Miss  Hattie 
Bonnell,  shorthand  writing;  Mrs.  J.  W.  McKee, 
kindergarten  and  primary;  Prof.  W.  Webber,  vio- 
lin and  cornet. 

All  of  these  instructors  have  received  their 
education  in  the  best  of    schools  and   under    the 


best  of  teachers,  and  are  thoroughly  competent  to 
teach  their  special  branches. 

The  advisory  board  includes  Hon.  C.  E.  Adams, 
G.  F.  Cotton  (president  of  the  school  board).  Rev. 
Allen  (pastor  Baptist  Church),  Rev.  Ewell  (pastor 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church),  Mrs.  W.  O.  Robin- 
son, Mrs.  G.  L.  Day  and  Mrs.  W.  W.  Kendall. 

This  conservatory  is  a  school  ot  high  order,  fur- 
nishing a  thorough  education  in  all  branches  taught. 
Students  of  the  conservatory  have  the  opportunity 
during  the  session  of  listening  to  several  lectures 
from  prominent  and  successful  lecturers  on  a  va- 
riety of  interesting  topics.  Concerts  and  recitals 
constitute  a  prominent  feature  of  the  courses,  and 
the  management  aim  to  present  programs  of  the 
highest  character.  Art  openings  are  given  during 
the  season,  affording  the  citizens  an  opportunity  of 
examining  work,  and  spending  a  pleasant  evening. 

At  the  end  of  the  session  contests  are  held  in 
instrumental  and  vocal  music,  art  and  elocution. 
Gold  medals,  furnished  by  citizens,  are  awarded 
pupils  who  distinguish  themselves  by  industry  and 
progress. 

The  city  of  Superior  has  become  a  railroad  center, 
there  being  four  competing  railroad  systems,  each 
of  which  has  a  line  passing  through  or  terminating 
at  the  city.  The  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  sys- 
tem has  a  line  passing  through  the  city  and  county, 
and  one  line  branching  off  from  Superior.  The 
Missouri  Pacific  system  has  a  line  passing  through 
the  city  and  county,  and  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  & 
Missouri  Valley  system,  and  the  Atchison,  Topeka 
&  Santa  Fe  system  have  each  a  line  terminating 
for  the  present  at  the  city.  Certainly  a  place  with 
four  competing  lines  of  railway  has  many  ad- 
vantages. 

The  site  of  Superior,  for  beauty,  convenience, 
natural  drainage  and  health,  is  unsurpassed.  The 
lower  part  of  the  city  lies  on  the  first  bench  or  ter- 
race above  the  river  bottom  lands.  This  terrace 
commences  at  the  Guthrie  mill-race,  where  it  rises 
about  ten  feet  above  the  bottoms,  and  has  a  grad- 
ual and  even  ascent  northward  sixty  rods,  more  or 
less,  to  the  first  street  north  of  the  railroads;  thence 
continuing  northward,  the  ground  ascends  about 
thirty  feet  to  next  east  and  west  street  to  the  top 
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of  the  second  terrace,  and  from  thence  it  ascends 
with  a  slight  and  even  grade  to  the  north  line  of 
the  original  town  plat,  and  from  thence  again  the 
ground  ascends  more  rapidly  to  the  high  or  uplands 
a  mile  or  more  farther  north.  Lost  Creek  bounds 
the  town  on  the  northwest,  and  passes  through 
Lincoln  Park  on  the  west.  Between  the  original 
town  and  East  Superior  is  a  small  "draw"  or  shal- 
low ravine,  leading  southward  toward  the  river. 
The  land  east  of  this  draw  ascends  northward  more 
rapidly  than  on  the  west  side  of  it.  The  whole  is 
so  located  that  the  natural  surface  drainage  is  com- 
plete. 

As  the  city  lies  facing  southward,  the  best  view 
of  it  is  obtained  from  the  bluffs  on  the  Kansas  side 
of  the  river,  but  the  best  view  of  the  city,  the  river 
and  valley,  and  surrounding  country  may  lie  had 
from  the  top  of  the  upper  school-house  in  the  city, 
though  this  point  is  not  as  high  as  the  uplands  on 
either  side  of  the  river.  From  this  place  looking 
westward  up  the  valley,  the  village  of  Bostwick, 
seven  miles  away  and  the  bluffs  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  as  much  farther  beyond,  are  plainly 
visible.  Looking  eastward  and  a  little  south  there- 
of, the  village  of  Hardy,  seven  miles,  the  village  of 
Warwick,  about  twelve  miles,  and  Republican  City, 
about  sixteen  miles  distant  down  the  valley,  are  vis- 
ible to  the  sight.  Looking  in  a  southeasterly  direc- 
tion. Flat  Rock  Mounds  in  Kansas,  a  mountainous 
formation  of  magnesian  limestone,  extending  far 
above  the  surrounding  country,  and  Fort  Look- 
out *  in  the  near  vicinity,  are  in  view.  A  grand 
view  can  be  obtained  from  this  point  of  observation 
of  the  valley,  the  bluffs  and  country  on  the  south- 
ern side  for  at  least  fourteen  miles  up  the  river 
and  sixteen  miles  down  it,  and  a  general  view  of 
the  country  in  nearly  all  directions  for  a  like  dis- 
tance can  be  had.  The  grandeur  and  magnificence 
of  the  views  obtainable  from  the  top  of  the  school- 
house  are  beyond  expression. 

Angus,  on  the  Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroad, 
about  eight  miles  northeast  of  Nelson,  was  laid  out 
ia  May,  1886,  by  the  Lincoln  Land  Company.     It 

*  This  fort  was  built  and  garrisoned  liy  United  States  troops, 
during  tlie  late  Civil  War,  to  guard  the  frontier  against  Indian  at- 
tacks and  invasions. 


has  become  a  .small  village,  containing  two  general 
stores,  owned  respectively  by  C.  E.  Hoyt  and  Jew- 
ett  &  Co.  The  post  office  is  kept  by  John  Jewett. 
There  is  one  blacksmith  and  wagon-repair  shop,  a 
railroad  depot  and  stock  yards,  also  a  school-house. 
The  religious  societies  are  the  Evangelical,  Rev. 
Gressley,  pastor,  and  United  Brethren,  Rev.  Can- 
non, pastor.  Mrs.  Harritt  is  principal  of  the  vil- 
lage school. 

Bostwick,  situated  on  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad,  seven  miles  up  the  valley 
west  of  Superior,  was  laid  out  in  August,  1885,  by 
the  Lincoln  Land  Company,  on  the  east  part  of 
Section  14,  Town  1,  Range  8.  It  contains  twelve 
blocks,  and  is  very  pleasantly  located  in  the  valley 
about  a  mile  north  of  the  river,  on  the  decline  be- 
tween the  uplands  and  bottom  lands.  The  first 
business  enterprise  in  the  village  was  the  estab- 
lishment of  the  Day  &  Frees  lumber  yard,  early  in 
1886,  and  the  first  business  houses  were  erected  in, 
the  spring  of  that  year  by  John  Green,  who  opened 
the  first  hardware  store,  J.  Hollenbeck  and  W. 
Kier  who  opened  the  first  general  stores.  There 
are  in  the  village  at  the  present  writing  three  gen- 
eral stores  kept,  respectively,  by  T.  S.  Durham,  S. 
E.  Renshaw  and  Amos  McArthur.  Knapp  &  Phil- 
lips have  a  drug  store,  and  John  Green  continues 
his  hardware  store  and  runs  a  blacksmith  shop  in 
connection  therewith.  W.  H.  Wall  also  has  a 
blacksmith  shop.  Day  &  Frees  continue  their 
lumber  yard,  and  A.  A.  Wiles,  who  was  the  first 
settler  across  the  river  in  Jewell  County,  Kas.,  is 
proprietor  and  manager  of  the  hotel  and  livery 
barn.  T.  S.  Durham  keeps  the  post-office.  Gregg 
&  Kyser,  of  Lincoln,  have  a  grain-buying  agency 
at  Bostwick,  managed  by  F.  R.  Finnigan.  Meek 
&  Eaton  also  buy  large  quantities  of  grain,  and 
feed  a  great  deal  to  their  live  stock. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  there  are  the  rail- 
road depot,  stock  yards,  a  large  grain  elevator,  one 
school -house,  and  a  population  of  about  150. 
There  are  no  churches,  and  only  one  religious  or- 
ganization, the  Methodist  Episcopal,  which  wor- 
ships in  the  school-house.  A  number  of  extensive 
stock-raisers  and  dealers  are  in  and  about  Bostwick. 

Hardy,  situated  on  the  Burlington  &  Missouri 
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Kiver  Railroad,  seven  miles  east  of  Superior,  was 
laid  out  in  June,  1880  (on  part  of  Section  31,  Town 
1.  Range  5),  by  the  Lincoln  Land  Company.  The 
east  and  west  streets  are  named  from  south  to 
north  in  the  following  order:  Kaley  Avenue, Brooks 
Avenue,  Benton  Avenue  and  Beacon  Street;  the 
north  and  south  streets  are  named  from  east  to 
west:  Lowell,  Main,  Market,  Leavitt  and  Valley. 
Market  is  100  and  all  the  others  are  eighty  feet  in 
width.  The  first  addition  to  Hardy  was  laid  out  in 
May,  1883.  by  the  Lincoln  Land  Company,  and 
the  second  addition  thereto  was  laid  out  in  Novem- 
ber, 1885,  by  the  same  company.  The  State  line 
bounds  the  town  on  the  south,  and  tlie  Republican 
River  is  about  a  mile  further  south.  About  the 
year  1873  parties  in  Hebron,  Neb.,  bought  land  in 
Section  36,  Town  1,  Range  G,  and  started  a  town 
about  a  mile  west  of  the  present  site  of  Hardy,  and 
named  it  Spring  Valley.  ■  They  bnilt  a  hotel  and 
one  or  two  business  places. 

In  1880  Horace  G.  Miller  and  A.  B.  Grannis 
were  the  principal  busiaess  men  in  this  village,  the 
former  holding  the  post-office. 

The  first  business  in  Hardy  was  established  in 
June,  1880,  by  Hanson  Brothers,  who  opened  a 
hardware  store,  and  Clark  &  Galusha,  who  opened 
a  general  store.  They  were  soon  followed  by 
Horace  G.  Miller,  who  moved  his  stock  of  general 
merchandise  and  the  postoffice  from  Spring  Valley 
to  Hardy.  The  next  business  in  Hardy  was  by 
Thomas  L.  Hull,  who  put  up  and  opened  the  first 
hotel.  The  business  of  the  town  now  consists  of 
the  Hardy  Bank,  which  was  established  in  1881, 
with  a  paid-up  capital  of  $40,000,  W.  H.  Leigh, 
president,  and  James  H.  Fair,  cashier;  two  gen- 
eral stores,  kept  respectively  by  Milligan  &  Leigh 
and  Royer  &  Co. ;  two  drug  stores,  by  McDowell  & 
Bixby  and  Dr.  W.  J.  Raynor,  respectively;  a  hard- 
ware store  and  the  post-office,  kept  by  W.  J.  Brooks; 
a  farm  implement  and  machinery  store,  by  Con. 
Gephart;  a  meat  market,  by  Horatio  Morris;  the 
Commercial  Hotel,  by  E.  F.  Warwick;  a  restaurant, 
by  J.  W.  .Wilber;  a  jewelry  store,  by  A.  Neigart; 
a  furniture  and  undertaking  store,  by  Charles  T. 
Forsha;  a  millinery  store,  by  Mrs.  Julia  Forsha;  a 
livery  stable,  by  Abbott  &  Son;  a  mill  for  grinding 


feed,  by  Frank  Berry;  a  blacksmith  and  wagon 
shop,  by  Fred  Nichols;  a  flour  and  feed  and  coal 
store,  by  S.  Albert  Hall;  the  lumber  yards  of  Day 
&  Frees;  the  blacksmith  and  wagon  shop  of  Hays 
&  Son;  the  grain  elevator  of  Greeg  &  Kyser.  etc. 
The  town  also  contains  the  railroad  buildings  on 
the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  a  fine 
school-house,  an  Evangelical  Lutheran  and  a  Pres- 
byterian Church.  The  school-house,  a  very  large 
and  handsome  brick  structure,  stands  on  an  emi- 
nence just  north  of  the  village.  It  was  built  about 
the  year  1885,  and  cost  $8,000.  The  Missouri 
Pacifie  Railroad  runs  near  the  town,  its  depot  be- 
ing about  a  mile  away. 

The  physicians  of  Hardy  are  Drs.  W.  J.  Ray- 
nor and  E.  D.  Beem.  The  benevolent  societies  are 
Hardy  Lodge  No.  117,  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  Beadle  Post 
No.  72,  G.  A.  R.,  Hardy  Camp  No.  36,  Sons  of 
Veterans,  a  Woman's  Relief  Corps,  Hardy  Lodge 
No.  56,  A.  O.  IT.  W.,  and  the  usual  church  soci- 
eties. Beadle  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  owns  the  hall  in 
which  they  meet.  W.  H.  Leigh  is  commander  of 
the  post. 

The  Hardy  Herald,  a  five  column  quarto  weekly 
newspaper,  was  established  with  the  town,  in  1880, 
by  its  present  proprietor,  Mr.  Ralph  K.  Hill,  who, 
by  the  way,  should  be  mentioned  as  doing  the  real 
estate  and  insurance  business  of  Hardy.  Mr.  Hill 
has  published  the  Herald  continuously  since  it  was 
established. 

The  village  of  Hardy  is  very  pleasantly  located 
on  lands  inclining  toward  the  river  on  the  south. 
From  a  point  twenty  rods  north  of  the  school- 
house,  looking  northward,  a  grand  view  for  many 
miles  of  the  upland  prairies  with  planted  forests, 
dotted  here  and  there  by  the  farm  houses,  is  ob- 
tained. There  being  none  but  imperceptible  wire 
fences,  the  country  has  the  appearance  of  a  bound- 
less and  fenceless  plain.  The  most  beautiful  scen- 
ery, however,  is  beheld  from  the  school-house 
yard.  Looking  westward  up  the  valley  from  this 
point,  the  city  of  Superior — seven  miles  distant — 
is  plainly  visible;  and  looking  down  the  valley  in 
a  southeasterly  direction.  Republican  City,  in  Kan- 
sas, ten  miles  away,  is  clearly  seen,  and  between 
these  points  the  blufPs  bordering  the  valley  on  the 
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south,  with  their  undulating  and  ever  changing 
appearance,  and  the  Flat  Rock  Mounds  in  the  dis- 
tant background,  are  in  full  view  in  the  central 
part  of  the  picture.  Taken  as  a  whole,  the  picture 
is  one  of  most  extensive  and  magnificent  natural 
scenery  embellished  with  art,  and  inspires  the 
beholder  with  an  admiration  for  the  ' '  handiwork 
of  God." 

When  Hardy  was  established,  it  had  fair  pros- 
pects for  the  future.  It  was  thought  to  become  a 
railroad  town  of  considerable  importance.  It  ac- 
quired the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  line  at  the 
same  time  with  Superior.  Then  followed  a  con- 
test for  the  acquisition  of  other  lines  and  the  su- 
premacy as  a  railroad  town.  In  the  contest  Super- 
ior was  the  fortunate  competitor,  and  consequently 
Hardy  must  remain  a  small  village  or  trading  point, 
while  Superior  has  already  become  a  railroad  cen- 
ter of  much  importance,  having  a  population  of 
several  times  that  of  its  would-be  rival. 

In  the  Republican  Valley,  a  short  distance  west 
of  Hardy,  is  a  natural  grove,  said  to  be  the  finest 
one  in  Nebraska.  It  is  known  as  the  "Chiles 
Grove,"  the  land  having  been  entered  and  settled 
about  the  year  1870  by  J.  M.  Chiles,  who  occupied 
it  before  the  timber  was  destroyed,  and  who  has 
ever  since  protected  it  with  zealous  care.  The 
timber  is  mostly  elm.  and  many  of  the  trees  are 
from  two  to  four  feet  in  diameter.  They  are,  how- 
ever, all  of  a  low  and  wide  spreading  growth,  mak- 
ing excellent  shade.  Mr.  Chiles,  the  owner  of 
this  grove  and  other  large  tracts  of  land,  has  a 
large  family  and  still  continues  to  live  in  his  "  dug- 
out."  The  grove  contains  about  forty  acres,  and 
is  frequently  visited  in  summer  by  pleasure  seekers. 

Lawrence,  situated  at  the  crossing  of  the  Mis- 
soiiri  Pacific  and  Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroads, 
in  Victor  Precinct,  four  miles  from  the  northern 
and  three- fourths  of  a  mile  from  the  western 
boundary  of  the  county,  was  laid  out  in  May,  1886, 
by  Smith  T.  Caldwell.  The  village  had  its  origin, 
however,  several  years  before  it  was  surveyed  and 
platted,  having  been  commenced  about  the  year 
1881.  It  was  not  surveyed  and  platted  until  the 
acquisition  of  its  first  railroad — the  Nebraska  & 
Colorado — and  its  growth  has  been  nearly  all  since 


that  time.  Being  situated  at  a  railroad  crossing 
of  two  competing  lines,  and  surrounded  by  a  good 
agricultural  country,  it  must  continue  to  be  a  good 
local  trading  point,  but  its  advantages  will  not  war- 
rant aspirations  for  a  large  place.  The  dry-goods 
and  grocery  business  are  carried  on  by  Weabler  & 
Son,  Sherman  &  Son  and  Kerr  &  Estep.  The  firms 
of  Gillsdoffer  &  Weabler  and  Fuller  &  Wells  do  the 
hardware  business — the  former  dealing  also  in  farm 
implements.  There  are  two  drug  stores,  one  of 
which  is  carried  on  by  P.  C.  Morehead,  who  also 
handles  "  Uncle  Sam's  "  mail.  The  livery  barns 
are  managed  by  Smith  &  Lemon,  and  Frank 
Kenegy.  C.  J.  Leap  keeps  a  grocery  store,  and 
Mrs.  C.  Helton  conducts  a  millinery  store.  Mr. 
Friend  runs  the  furniture  and  undertaking  busi- 
ness. Cole  &  Serly  deal  in  farm  implements,  and 
A.  Bowman  keeps  a  lumber  yard.  In  addition  to 
the  foregoing  there  are  the  Bank  of  Lawrence,  the 
Fremont  House,  a  blacksmith  and  a  carpenter  shop, 
a  meat  market,  two  railroad  depots,  stock-yards, 
two  grain  elevators,  a  school-house  and  one  church 
—Methodist  Episcopal.  T.  H.  Cristy  and  Mr. 
Dawson  are  stock  dealers.  The  physicians  are 
Drs.  Barrett  and  Gulick.  The  population  is  about 
200.  There  is  a  post  of  the  Grand  Army  of  the 
Republic  at  Lawrence,  numbering  about  twenty- 
seven  members. 

Morint  Clare,  located  on  the  Missouri  Pacific 
Railroad,  in  Section  33,  Town  3  north,  Range  8 
west,  was  laid  out  by  the  Superior  Cattle  Company 
of  the  city  of  Superior.  It  is  a  small  village  or 
station,  and  is  especially  useful  as  a  shipping  point 
for  stock. 

Nora,  located  at  the  crossing  of  the  Chicago, 
Rock  Island  &  Pacific  and  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn 
&  Missouri  Valley  Railroads,  in  Nora  Precinct,  was 
laid  out  in  May,  1887,  by  C.  F.  Jilson  and  Jacob 
Ritterbush.  The  village  is  beautifully  situated. 
The  grain,  lumber,  coal  and  lime  trade  is  carried 
on  by  Messrs.  Nye,  Schneider  &  Co. ,  of  Fremont, 
Neb.  Mr.  Moorfin  is  postmaster  and  dealer  in 
general  merchandise.  The  village  also  contains 
the  railroad  buildings,  a  grain  elevator,  school 
house,  and  one  chirrch  edifice,  the  latter  belonging 
to  the  Methodists.      It  was  erected  earlv  in  1889. 
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Oak,  situated  on  the  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Mis- 
souri Valley  Railroad  in  the  north  part  of  Oak 
Precinct,  was  laid  out  in  September,  1888,  by  the 
Pioneer  Town  Site  Company  and  George  D.  Foll- 
mer.  It  contains  twelve  blocks,  and  is  distant  six- 
teen miles  north  from  the  Kansas  line.  It  is  lo- 
cated in  a  magnificent  grain  and  stock-raising 
country,  with  a  tributary  territory  of  eleven  to 
twelve  miles  in  diameter.  Though  not  two  years 
old  at  this  writing,  the  village  contains  three  gen- 
eral stores,  one  hardware  and  one  drug  store,  an 
implement  and  provision  store,  a  harness  shop,  a 
bank,  one  hotel,  a  livery  barn,  a  grain  elevator, 
stock  yards,  two  blacksmith  shops,  etc.  The 
producing  qualities  of  the  soil  in  the  vicinity  of 
Oak  are  well  demonstrated  by  last  season's  products. 


The  Fremont,  Elkhorn  &  Missoiiri  Valley  Railroad 
carried  from  the  town  from  October  1,  18S9,  to 
April  1,  ISUO,  208  cars  of  grain,  and  twenty-six 
cars  of  live  stock,  and  brought  in  fifty-four  cars  of 
merchandise.  There  were  at  this  place  in  April, 
1890,  60,000  bushels  of  corn  in  cribs. 

Ruskin,  situated  on  the  Chicago,  Rock  Island 
&  Pacific,  in  Section  15,  Town  2,  Range  5,  is  a 
small  post  village  and  railroad  station  containing  a 
few  business  houses,  and  does  a  considerable 
amount  of  trading  and  shipping. 

Smyrna,  on  the  Nebraska  &  Colorado  Railroad. 
five  miles  south  of  Nelson,  was  laid  out  in  July, 
1S86,  by  Homer  C.  Helms.  It  now  contains  only 
a  railroad  station  house,  cattle  yards,  two  dwelling 
houses,  school-house,  and  a  small  store  building. 
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CHAPTER  XXXI. 


ScnoLASTic  Matters— Appraisement  op  School  Lands — Formation  of  Districts— State  Scpkrintendent's  Re- 
port—Average Attendance — Present  Condition  op  Nuckolls  County's  Educational  Appairs — 
Church  Items— Various  Denominations  REPnESENTED—METHODiSTS— Presbyterians- 
United  Presbyterians— Baptists— Reformed  Presbyterians—  Christians — 
Evangelical  and  Evangelical  Lutheran— Catholics— Miscellan- 
eous Facts — Disturbing  Elements— Population,  etc. 


God  made  the  counliy.  and  man  made  the  town: 

What  wonder  then  that  health  and  virtue,  gifts 

That  can  alone  make  sweet  llie  bitter  drauglit 

That  life  holds  out  to  all,  shoulrl  most  abound 

And  least  be  threaten'd  in  the  fields  and  groves'!— CowpiT. 


T  the  December  session, 
1871,  of  the  board  of  coun- 
ty commissioners,  an  ab- 
stract of  the  school  lands  of 
the  county,  furnished  by 
'  the  State  auditor,  was  iiled_ 
^  and  Philip  Ebbard,  Robert 
Holliiigworth  and  S."  D.  Brooks  were 
cippoiiited  to  appraise  the  lands.  Af- 
fei  having  performed  their  duties, 
these  appraisers  each  presented  a  bill 
against  the  State  for  the  approval  of 
the  county  commissioners  for  thirty- 
one  days'  work,  at  13  per  day,  amount- 
ing to  193,  and  Mr.  Hollingworth 
presented  a  bill  for  the  use  of  his  team  for  the  same 
length  of  time,  and  amounting  to  the  same.  The 
board  refused  to  approve  the  bills,  but  recom- 
mended that  each  be  allowed  180  for  his  services 
as  appraiser,  and  that  Mr.  Hollingworth  be  al- 
lowed $60  for  the  use  of  his  team.  In  February, 
1874,  the  county  commissioners  ordered  that  the 
school  lands  should  be  re  appraised,  and  for  that 


purpose  they  appointed  William  Loudon,  J.  P. 
"Hammond  and  Abner  Curry.  A  portion  of  the 
school  lands  have  been  sold,  and  the  principal  col- 
lected has  been  paid  into  the  permanent  school 
fund,  and  the  interest  is  collected  annually  on  the 
deferred  payments.  A  portion  of  the  lands  remain 
unsold,  and  are  unproductive,  while  some  of  them 
are  leased,  and  thus  yield  an  annual  income  to  the 
school  funds.  For  school  funds  in  general  see 
State  history. 

School  districts  began  to  be  formed  immedi- 
ately after  the  organization  of  the  county,  and 
in  1880  the  number  had  reached  tifty-five  and 
the  number  of  school-houses  erected  up  to  that 
date  were  forty-eight.  Many  of  the  first  school- 
houses  were  built  of  sods  and  a  few  of  logs, 
but  in  most  instances  these  primitive  structures 
have  been  replaced  with  comfortable  and  commo- 
dious frame  buildings.  The  average  wages  paid 
teachers  in  1880  were  $32  per  month,  and  five- 
sevenths  of  them  were  females.  The  following 
statistical  information  is  taken  from  the  last  pub- 
lished otficial  report  of  the  State  superintendent  of 
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public  instruction,  it  being  for  the  years  1887  and 
1888.  The  amount  of  school  funds  apportioned 
to  Nuckolls  County  in  December,  1887,  v/as 
13,981.18,  and  in  June,  1888,  $2,937.35.  On  No- 
vember 30,  1888,  the  number  of  acres  of  school 
lands  belonging  to  the  State  in  this  county  was 
19,055.90;  number  of  acres  under  contract  of  sale, 
13,995.90,  and  the  number  of  acres  under  con- 
tract of  lease,  5,600.  The  amount  for  which  the 
lands  were  sold  under  contract  was  |10f5,G04. 24. 
The  resources  of  school  districts  for  the  year  end- 
ing July  9.  1888,  were  as  follows:  On  hand  at 
beginning  of  year  |6,-1;90. 68 ;  received  from  county 
treasurer,  134,909.49;  from  sale  of  district  bonds, 
$812.65;  tuition  of  non-resident  pupils,  $59.50; 
from  all  other  sources,  $3,280.19;  total  amount  of 
resources,  $45,502.51.  The  expenditures  of  school 
districts  for  the  same  year  were:  Paid  male 
teachers,  $10,770.30;  female  teachers  $13,633.60; 
for  building  sites,  etc.,  $11,407.56;  for  other  in- 
debtedness, $1,541.93;  for  all  purposes,  $3,080. 50; 
total  expenditures,  $40,433.89;  leaving  amount  on 
hand,  $5,068.62.  The  following  number  of 
teachers  were  employed  in  the  county  for  the 
same  year:  Males,  lifty  two;  females,  eighty-five; 
total,  137.  The  total  wages  earned  were  males, 
$10,803.10;  females,  $13, 171.56;  total,  $23,974.66. 
The  number  of  children  in  the  county  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years  for  the  same 
time  were,  males,  1,739;  females  1,618,  total, 
3,357;  and  the  number  attending  school,  males, 
1,450;  females.  1.324;  total,  2,774.  This  shows 
that  between  82  and  83  per  cent  of  the  scholastic 
population  attended  the  public  schools.  This  is 
a  good  showing,  considering  the  distance  that  many 
have  to  go,  and  the  fiirther  fact  that  it  is  unsafe  to 
send  young  children  so  far  to  school  without  older 
ones  to  accompany  and  protect  them.  According  to 
the  same  report  the  number  of  school  districts  in 
the  county  was  seventy- five,  and  the  number  of 
school-houses  seventy-three.  Of  the  latter,  two 
were  built  of  stone,  two  of  brick  and  sixty- nine  of 
wood,  the  log  and  sod  houses  having  all  been  dis- 
banded. The  value  of  the  school-houses  was  re- 
ported at  161,525,  the  value  of  the  school-house 
sites  at  $4,631,  and  the  value  of  books  and  appara- 


tus at  13,262.50,  making  a  total  of  $69,418.50. 
The  number  of  districts  having  six  months  or  more 
of  school  were  sixty-five,  the  number  having  school 
four  months,  six,  and  four  had  no  school  at  all. 
There  are  three  graded  schools  in  the  county,  lo- 
cated, respectively,  at  Nelson,  Superior  and  Hardy. 
Of  these  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  the  year 
were  as  follows : 

Receipts  at  Nelson:  From  State  fund,  $438.91; 
from  local  taxation,  $2,139.15;  total,  $2,578.06. 
Expenditures:  For  teachers'  salaries.  $1,935;  for 
fuel,  $154.80;  for  repairs,  $784.31;  for  supplies, 
$390.33:  for  other  expenses,  $207.87;  total, 
$3,472.31. 

Receipts  at  Superior:  From  State  fund,  $393- 
.01;  from  local  taxation,  $3,123.17;  from  tines  and 
licenses,  $1,500;  from  tuition  of  foreign  pupils, 
$35;  from  others  sources,  $28.45;  total,  $5,079.63. 
Expenditures:  For  teachers'  salaries,  $2,750;  for 
supervision,  $1,000;  for  janitors,  $360;  for  fuel, 
1590.07;  for  repairs,  $200;  for  .supplies,  $316.04; 
total,  $5,216.11. 

Receipts  at  Hardy:  From  State  fund,  $196.35; 
from  local  taxation.  $1,909.88;  from  fines  and  li- 
censes, $500;  from  tuition.  $7;  from  other  sources, 
$100;  total,  $2,713.23.  Expenditures:  For  teach- 
ers' salaries^  $1,545;  for  supervision,  $50;  for 
janitor,  $145;  for  fuel,  $183.09;  for  repairs, 
$22.83;  for  supplies,  $48.92;  for  other  expenses, 
$104.28;  total,  $2,099.02. 

The  following  letter  of  the  county  bchool  super- 
intendent to  the  Stale  school  superintendent,  for 
the  year  1888,  speaks  well  for  the  condition  of  the 
educational  system  in  Nuckolls  County: 

■'There  are  seventy  five  school  districts  in  the 
county,  and  with  one  exception  there  is  a  school- 
house  in  each  district.  One  has  two  houses.  Two 
new  edifices  have  been  built  during  the  last  year, 
and  nearly  all  are  in  good  condition. 

"The  majority  of  the  districts  are  furnished 
with  all  apparatus  needed  in  common- school  work. 

' '  School  officers  generally  manifest  interest  in 
educational  matters,  and  are  awakening  to  the 
value  of  our  public-school  system.  Also  there  is 
more  public  interest  shown  in  educational  work  in 
the  county  than  at  any  previous  time. 
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"  The  teachers  are  generally  competent  and  well 
qualified  for  their  work.  Most  of  them  take  an 
educational  paper,  by  which  they  are  aided  in  their 
labors. 

"  The  schools,  with  few  exceptions,  are  in  good 
condition.  The  interest  manifested  is  cheering, 
and  the  deportment  and  industry  of  the  pupils — 
some  of  them — I  have  never  seen  excelled. 

'•  The  work  of  the  superintendent  has  been  vis- 
iting schools,  holding  an  institute  annually  of 
about  three  weeks'  duration,  and  holding  teach- 
ers' associations  monthly  in  various  parts  of  the 
county. 

"  A  series  of  school  meetings  will  probably  be 
held  in  the  various  precincts  of  the  county,  when 
the  superintendent  will  address  the  meetings  on 
some  subject  calculated  to  awaken  a  deeper  interest 
in  educational  matters. 

'■We  look  towards  the  future  with  hope." 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Nelson  was 
organized  about  the  year  1882  by  Rev.  John  Gal- 
lagher, presiding  elder.  The  present  frame  church 
edifice  of  this  organization  was  built  in  18S9  at  a 
cost  of  13,300,  and  was  dedicated  December  22  by 
Rev.  W.  B.  Alexander.  The  pastors  have  been 
Revs.  Beggs,  A.  B.  Whitmer,  A.  A.  Randall,  G. 
W.  Hawley,  and  the  present  one,  J.  W.  Royse. 
The  membership  is  122.  The  church  building  is 
very  fine  and  commodioiis. 

The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Superior 
was  organized  January  5,  1S79,  by  Rev.  George 
G.  Senser,  with  S.  R.  Coles  and  wife,  Francis  and 
Mary  Edwards,  John  P.  'Fogel,  Margaret  Fogel, 
Allie  Fogel,  John  Gilliland  and  wife,  Mary  Cady. 
and  George  Pope  and  wife  as  constituent  members. 
In  1880  they  erected  a  frame  church  building,  cost- 
ing $1,800,  and  in  1889-90  their  present  church 
edifice  was  erected  at  a  cost  of  $12,000.  This 
building  is  a  frame  and  wood  structure,  with  the 
outer  wall  made  of  brick,  thus  giving  it  the  full 
appearance  of  a  brick  house.  In  the  basement 
story  is  a  large  lecture  room  and  a  kitchen,  and 
above  this  is  the  auditorium.  The  whole  building 
with  its  spire  presents  a  very  fine  appearance. 
The  pastors  of  this  organization,  in  the  order  in 
which  they  have  served,  are  as  follows:  George  G. 


Senser,  M.  Storer,  C.  B.  Lenfe.st,  A.  G.  Blackwell, 
F.  D.  Asheigh,  Francis  Deal.  A.  B.  Whitmer  and 
Horace  A.  Ewell.  The  membership  at  this  time. 
May,  1890,  is  200.  It  belongs  to  the  Hastings 
District  of  the  Nebraska  Conference.  This  church 
was  made  an  exclusive  station  in  1889. 

The  Hardy  Circuit  of  this  denomination  con- 
sists of  two  organizations,  one  at  Hardy  and  the 
other  at  Bostwick,  with  Rev.  G.  G.  Morrison,  pas- 
tor. The  Nelson  Circuit  consists  of  an  organiza- 
tion each  at  Nelson  and  Nora,  with  Rev.  J.  W. 
Royse,  pastor.  This  circuit,  according  to  the  last 
conference  minutes,  had  a  membership  of  148  and 
six  probationers,  two  church  edifices  and  two  par- 


Lawrence  Circuit  has  three  or  four  preaching 
places,  one  or  two  perhaps  outside  of  the  county. 
Rev.  E.  L.  Wolff  was  assigned  pastor  of  this  cir- 
cuit by  the  last  annual  conference.  The  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Chiirch  at  Oak  belongs  to  the  Dav 
enport  Circuit.  All  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches  in  Nuckolls  County  belong  to  the  Hast- 
ings District  of  the  Nebraska  Conference. 

The  Presbyterian  Church  in  Nelson  was  organ- 
ized May  10,  1876,  by  Rev.  J.  H.  Raynard,  with 
Mrs.  Jane  Case,  Frank  Edwards,  Mrs.  Angeline 
Edwards,  Miss  Minnie  Porter,  Miss  Annabelle 
Porter  and  Mrs.  Mary  Ritterbush.  A  frame  church 
edifice,  costing  $1,500,  was  erected  in  the  fall  of 
1884.  It  was  dedicated  June  13,  1886,  on  which 
occasion  Rev.  W.  F.  Ringland  preached  the  sermon. 
The  names  of  the  pastors  in  the  order  they  have 
served  are  Revs.  J.  H.  Raynard,  E.  W.  Knox, 
John  Woodruff,  W.  R.  Smith,  John  A.  Hahn  and 
W.  H.  Niles.  The  present  membership  is  sixty- 
seven,  and  the  organization  belongs  to  the  Hastings 
Presbytery. 

The  Presbj-terian  Church  at  Superior  was  or- 
ganized January  12,  1879.  by  Rev.  George  L.  Lit- 
tle, with  the  following  constituent  members: 
David  Guthrie  and  wife,  J.  H.  Hunt,  Mrs.  M.  H. 
Williams,  J.  C.  Poecht,  Mrs.  A.  M.  Poeeht,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  Stover,  Mrs.  Alexander  Hunter,  Mrs. 
Elizabeth  A.  Duerr,  Frank  Schemelling,  J.  W. 
Butts,  Mrs.  Jane  Butts,  James  Hauthorn,  Mrs. 
Sarah  Hauthorn,    Mrs.    N.  Webster,  Mr.  Cassens, 
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Mrs.  Cassens,  James  F.  Graves,  J.  H.  Graves, 
James  Watt.  Mrs.  Mary  Watt  and  W.  A.  Woodard. 

The  first  church  edifice,  and  the  present  one, 
erected  by  this  society  is  a  pleasant  and  commodi- 
ous frame  building  standing  on  the  west  side  of 
North  Central  Street,  in  the  city  of  Superior.  It 
cost  $6,000.  The  pastors  of  this  church  in  the 
order  they  have  served  have  been  Revs.  E.  W. 
Knox,  S.  P.  Herron,  E.  M.  Snook,  W.  R.  Vin- 
cent and  J.  N.  Hick,  the  latter  being  present  pas- 
tor. The  church  has  sixty  members,  and  belongs 
to  the  Hastings  Presbytery. 

The  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church  in  Superior 
was  organized  in  1S81,  by  Rev.  S.  M.  Stephenson. 
The  original  members  were  William  Gilmore  and 
wife  and  three  daughters,  Lucy,  Maggie  and  Etta; 
William  Stevenson  and  two  daughters  and  son,  Sa- 
die, Clara  and  J.  W.  R. ;  E.  W.  Hosack,  A.  J.  McCon- 
aughy  and  wife  and  two  daughters  and  son,  Maggie, 
Sadie  and  Ira.  The  building  in  which  they  worship 
is  an  old  frame  school-house,  purchased  about  ISS-t. 
It  stands  on  the  corner  of  Fifth  Street  and  Cen- 
tral Avenue,  and  has  a  seating  capacity  for  about 
200.  The  pastors  have  been  Revs.  R.  C.  Allen 
and  P.  P.  Boyd,  the  latter  now  oificiating.  The 
present  membership  is  115,  and  the  organization 
belongs  to  the  Kansas  Presbytery. 

The  United  Presbyterian  Church  at  Superior 
was  organized  by  Rev.  D.  H.  Blair,  June  24, 
1884,  with  seventeen  members.  Rev.  James  Mc- 
Crea  was  called  as  pastor  of  the  congregation,  in 
which  capacity  he  oificiated  a  few  years.  Recently 
the  church  has  been  without  a  regular  pastor. 
They  have  a  large  congregation,  and  maintain  a 
Sabbath -school  and  prayer-meeting. 

The  First  Baptist  Church  at  Superior  was  or- 
ganized in  1880,  by  Rev.  W.  Archer,  with  but  six 
or  seven  members.  They  worship  in  a  large  and 
well  furnished  brick  edifice  (the  only  brick  church 
in  the  city)  that  cost  $4,000.  They  have  a  large 
membership.  Rev.  W.  F.  Allen  is  pastor,  and 
services  are  held  regularly.  , 

There  is  also  a  German  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion in  Superior,  which  has  preaching  every  two 
weeks  in  the  Baptist  Church,  at  3  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.      Rev.  F.  E.  Martin  is  pastor. 


The  First  Baptist  Church  at  Nelson  was  organ- 
ized in  September,  1876,  by  Rev.  George  O.  Yeiser, 
chairman  or  moderator,  with  James  M.  Hall,  I.  N. 
Atkisson  and  wife  and  daughter  Josie,  Rev.  John 
Crandall  and  wife,  J .  B.  Nesbit  and  wife,  and  Mrs. 
Frank  Lee.  In  the  year  1887  this  body  erected 
their  present  frame  church  edifice,  costing  11,500, 
on  Third  Street,  between  Main  and  Wheeler.  It 
was  dedicated  in  December  of  that  year  by  Rev. 
J.  M.  Whitehead.  The  names  of  the  pastors  in 
the  order  in  which  they  have  served  are  as  follows: 
George  O.  Yeiser  (Joseph  Carson,  supply),  W.  C. 
Archer,  J.  E.  Rockwood,  E.  A.  Abbott  and  J.  D. 
Stapp,  the  latter  being  the  present  one.  The 
membership  is  about  forty.  At  the  original  meet- 
ing of  the  Jewell  Association,  which  convened  at 
White  Rock,  in  Kansas,  a  few  days  after  the  or- 
ganization of  this  church,  it  was  admitted  into 
that  body,  where  it  remained  a  member  ixntil  the 
formation  of  the  South  Central  Association  in  Ne- 
braska, of  which  it  is  now  a  member. 

The  Christian  Church  at  Nelson  was  organized 
March  17,  1878,  by  R.  C.  Barrow,  with  E.  A.  D. 
Parker,  Charlotte  Roberts,  Maj.  C.  Long,  Caroline 
Long,  Viola  D.  L.  Parker,  William  C.  Overton, 
Mary  Overton,  Jacob  Galley,  Sarah  J.  Galley,  Re 
becca  Galley,  Nellie  D.  Hall,  Pauline  Ducotty, 
Martha  Galley,  Mary  Polly,  Emma  A.  J.  Polly, 
Ella  Polly  and  Maggie  A.  Brown  as  constituent 
members.  In  1878  they  built  their  present  frame 
church  edifice  at  a  cost  of  $1,100,  and  it  was  dedi- 
cated by  R.  C.  Barrow,  November  30,  1879.  The 
pastors  serving  have  been  the  following:  Revs. 
Sweeney,  J.  W.  Hopwood,  William  Sumpter,  F. 
J.  Russell.  A.  K.  Wright,  R.  W.  Aberley  and  W. 
D.  DeWeese.  The  membership  of  the  church  now 
numbers  157,  and  it  belongs  to  the  Nebraska  Chris- 
tian Missionary  Society.  For  the  above  informa- 
tion pertaining  to  this  church  credit  is  due  Mr. 
James  R.  French. 

The  Evangelical  Church  in  Nelson  was  organ- 
ized in  the  spring  of  1887  by  Rev.  T.  P.  Ash,  with 
the  following  constituent  members:  G.  Rouse,  F. 
Brookhart,  T.  W.  Vittits,  V.  Rouse,  Elizabeth 
Werhman,  Minnie  Werhman,  William  Hall,  Laura 
Hall,  T.  C.  Scheurer,   M.   C.   Cress.  Levi  Heltzel, 
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Sarah  C.  Heltzel,  Celia  Heltzel,  Amie  Grigg,  T.  P. 
Ash  and  A.  E.  Ash.  Their  present  brick  church 
edifice,  costing  $2,250,  was  completed  in  1889,  and 
dedicated  in  February  of  that  year  by  Bishop  T. 
Bowman.  The  membership  at  this  writing  is  fifty- 
two,  and  the  church  belongs  to  the  Platte  River 
Conference.  The  pastors  have  been  Revs.  S.  B. 
Dillow,  T.  P.  Ash,  W.  L.  Dillow  and  the  present 
one,  S.  W.  Patterson. 

The  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church  at  Hardy 
was  organized  in  July,  1881,  by  J.  A.  Lowe  with 
Andrew  Lowe,  Hannah  H.  Lowe,  John  Pecht, 
Amanda  Pecht,  Henry  Garman,  Elvira  Garman, 
Samuel  Altman  and  Olive  O.  Altman  as  constituent 
members.  Their  church  edifice,  a  frame,  was  com- 
pleted in  the  spring  of  1888  at  a  cost  of  $2,500. 
O.  A.  Lowe  was  contractor  and  builder.  It  was 
dedicated  May  27,  1883,  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Lowe,  as- 
sisted by  Rev.  Samuel  B.  Barnitz,  of  Des  Moines, 
Iowa.  The  pastors  have  been  as  follows:  Rev.  J. 
A.  Lowe  from  July,  1881  to  August,  1883;  Rev. 
Jacob  E.  Maui-er,  present  pastor,  from  January  1, 
1885.  The  membership  is  ninety-two.  and  the 
church  belongs  to  the  Evangelical  Synod  of  Kan- 
sas. A  good  parsonage  was  erected  in  the  spring 
of  1887,  at  a  cost  of  about  $600.  The  church  and 
parsonage  property  is  free  from  all  debt. 

Following  is  the  history  of  Bethel  Congrega- 
tion at  Weimer's  school-house,  three  miles  north  of 
Hardy,  belonging  to  the  Hardy  pastorate. 

By  request  of  one  of  the  citizens  of  that  dis- 
trict, the  pastor  of  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Hardy 
preached  his  first  sermon  there  on  May  27,  1888, 
at  2:30  p.  M.  Regular  service  was  conducted  every 
two  weeks  until  the  following  November,  when  spe- 
cial protracted  services  were  begun  and  continued 
for  about  five  weeks.  These  efforts  were  greatly 
blessed  of  God,  and  resulted  in  the  organization  of 
the  Bethel  Evangelical  Lutheran  Church,  which 
took  place  January  12,  1889. 

Rev.  J.  E.  Maurer  was  chosen  chairman  of  the 
meeting  and  Mr.  Peter  A.  Weimer,  secretary.  Af- 
ter reading  and  adopting  a  constitution  as  prepared 
and  recommended  by  the  Kansas  Synod,  the  con- 
gregation was  declared  organized  with  ten  organ- 
izing members  whose  names  are  as  follows:  John 


R.  Weimer  and  wife,  Peter  A.  Weimer  and  wife, 
Rudolph  B.  Phillippi  and  wife,  Mrs.  H.  E.  Col- 
born,  Mrs.  S.  J.  Keim,  and  Mi's.  Priscilla  Barnhill. 
The  following  officers  were  elected  for  a  term  of 
two  years:  Mr.  J.  R.  Weimer  and  R.  B.  Phillippi 
as  deacons,  and  Mr.  Peter  A.  Weimer,  treasurer. 

The  following  day  being  Sabbath,  a  good  Sab- 
bath-school was  organized  with  a  full  corps  of  officers 
and  teachers.  This  was  followed  by  the  celebration 
of  the  Lord's  supper  and  reception  of  three  new  mem- 
bers into  the  newly-organized  church.  Since  that 
time  the  work  has  moved  along  finely,  making  the 
future  of  this  work  still  more  hopeful  and  blessed. 
A  good  Wilcox  &  White  organ  was  recently  pur- 
chased for  use  in  Sunday-school  and  church  service. 
St.  Stephen's  Catholic  Church,  located  in  the 
northwest  part  of  St.  Stephen's  Precinct,  was  organ- 
ized in  1875,  with  August  Schroeder,  Andrew 
Bohnart,  Peter  Yunker,  Louis  Schumm,  John  Ma- 
lony,  James  Beacham  and  Michael  Morris,  and 
their  families.  The  first  church,  a  log  building, 
was  erected  in  1876,  and  the  first  services  were 
held  in  the  fall  of  that  year.  The  logs  for  the 
house  were  hauled  from  Elk  Creek.  It  was  used' 
until  1 885,  when  the  present  edifice,  a  frame  46x92 
feet  in  size,  with  a  steeple  ninety-six  feet  high,  was 
erected.  The  priest's  house  was  built  of  logs  in 
1879,  and  the  present  frame  school-house  was  built 
in  1882.  Rev.  Father  Lechlightner  visited  the 
church  and  officiated  in  1878.  The  present  priest, 
Rev.  Father  Stutz,  has  been  resident  pastor  and 
teacher  of  the  school  for  a  number  of  years.  About 
110  families,  mostly  German,  belong  to  the  St. 
Stephen's  Church.  There  is  no  other  Roman  Cath- 
olic Church  in  the  county,  but  Nelson  and  Superior 
are  occasionally  visited  by  a  priest. 

Nearly  or  probably  all  of  the  church  organiza- 
tions in  the  county,  except  the  Roman  Catholic, 
have  Sunday-schools  and  prayer-meetings  in  con- 
nection with  their  other  services,  and  most  of  them 
have  resident  pastors,  hold  regular  services,  and 
are  accomplishing  much  good. 

In  February,  1874,  D.  W.  Montgomery  was 
appointed  by  the  board  of  county  commissioners  to 
represent  Nuckolls  County  on  the  board  of  State 
Centennial  Managers. 
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At  the  November  election  of  1879,  the  question 
of  paying  bounties  for  the  destruction  of  wild 
animals  was  submitted  to  the  electors;  313  votes 
were  cast  in  favor  of  the  proposition,  and  thirty- 
five  against  it. 

On  January  15,  1885,  the  county  commissioners 
fixed  the  salary  of  the  county  school  superintend- 
ent at  11,000  per  year. 

In  October,  1874,  Joseph  Garber  was  elected 
to  represent  Nuckolls  County  in  the  State  Consti- 
tutional Convention,  held  April  6,  1875,  and  in 
November,  1882,  he  was  elected  to  repre.sent  the 
Twenty  third  Senatorial  District,  of  which  the 
county  formed  a  part,  in  the  State  Senate. 

At  the  regular  November  election  in  1885,  the 
question  of  adopting  township  organization  for  the 
government  of  the  county  was  submitted  to  the 
electors  thereof,  and  568  votes  were  cast  in  favor  of 
the  proposition,  and  386  against  it.  The  number 
cast  in  favor  of  it,  however,  was  less  than  half  the 
whole  number  of  votes  cast  at  the  election,  and  con- 
sequently it  was  lost,  and  the  people  were  saved 
from  a  cumbersome  and  expensive  mode  of  govern- 
ment. 

At  the  regular  November  election  in  1886,  the 
electors  of  the  county  expressed  their  preference 
by  an  overwhelming  vote  in  favor  of  Charles  H. 
Van  Wyck,  for  United  States  Senator  for  Nebraska. 

In  1876-77,  Springer  Galley  built  a  dam  across 
Elk  Creek,  in  Section  20,  Town  3  north,  Range  6 
west,  and  erected  a  water-power  saw-mill,  which 
he  ran  about  three  years.  In  1881  he  built  a 
twenty-horse  steam-power  saw-mill,  there  being  no 
other  one  in  the  county.  There  is  not  enough 
timber  now  in  the  county  to  warrant  the  mainte- 
nance of  a  saw-mill. 

On  Sunday  evening  March  2,  1890,  Mrs.  James 
Edney,  who  resided  with  lier  husband  near  the 
river  at  Superior,  discovered  that  her  three  chil- 
dren, a  girl  and  two  boys,  aged  about  two,  four 
and  six  years,  respectively,  had  disappeared  from 
the  yard  where  they  had  been  playing.  Thinking 
that  they  had  gone  up  the  road  to  meet  their  fa- 
ther returning  home  from  the  city,  she  did  not 
feel  alarmed.  Presently  the  father  returned,  but 
without  the  children.      An  alarm  was  then  given 


and  search  instituted,  which  continued  imtil  10 
o'clock  at  night,  when  the  tire  and  church  bells 
were  rung  to  call  out  the  populace  for  assistance. 
The  search  continued  all  night,  and  in  the  morn- 
ing the  bells  were  again  rung,  the  people  reassem- 
bled and  a  systematic  search  was  inaugurated.  The 
ice  was  cut  and  the  river  dredged,  and  about  nine 
o'clock  Monday  morning  the  body  of  the  boy, 
James,  was  found.  This  was  conclusive  that  they 
had  all  found  a  watery  grave.  The  search  was 
continued  for  days,  but  the  other  two  children 
were  never  brought  to  light.  The  probability  is 
that  they  became  lost  in  the  sands  in  the  river. 
The  girl  was  the  youngest  of  the  three.  It  cast  a 
gloom  of  sadness  over  the  city  and  commiinity  for 
many  days,  and  a  life  gloom  over  the  bereaved 
parents. 

Early  in  June,  1878,  a  severe  wind  and  rain 
storm,  accompanied  by  terrific  peals  of  thunder 
and  vivid  lightning,  passed  over  Nuckolls  County, 
doing  no  serious  damage,  however,  until  reaching 
Mr.  Frank  Thompson's  residence,  some  six  miles 
east  of  Nelson,  where  it  destroyed  nearly  his  entire 
tract  of  fine  timber,  leaving  only  stumps  and  stubs 
to  mark  the  spot.  His  wagon  was  picked  up  and 
landed  some  distance  below,  being  smashed  to 
pieces,  and  considerable  other  damage  done.  Leav 
ing  his  place  and  passing  in  a  southeasterly  di- 
rection, similar  damage  to  the  belts  of  timber  were 
reported  farther  on.  A  few  miles  to  the  east, 
another  storm,  passing  parallel  to  the  fii-st  in  a 
northeastern  course,  and  seemingly  a  branch  of  the 
former,  struck  the  residence  of  David  Warden, 
whose  frame  residence  was  taken  completely  from 
the  earth  and  set  down  bottom  upward,  lighting  on 
the  comb,  imprisoning  nine  human  beings  in  the 
ruins — Mr.  Warden,  wife  and  five  children,  and  an 
elderly  gentleman  and  lad,  who  were  stopping  for 
the  night.  One  of  the  small  children,  a  little  girl, 
was  the  first  to  extricate  herself  from  the  rubbish, 
and  speedily  found  herself  at  the  bedside  of  a 
neighbor,  and  although  unable  to  speak,  the  neigh- 
bor took  in  the  situation  at  a  glance,  and  recog- 
nizing the  child,  was  soon  at  the  frightful  scene, 
where  he  found  that  Mr.  Warden  had  with  great 
strength  raised  the  floor,  furniture,  etc.,  sufiicient 
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to  extricate  himself  and  wife,  leaving  six  still  im- 
prisoned. The  work  of  liberation  was  rapidly 
continued,  until  the  last  one,  an  infant,  was  taken 
from  beneath  a  feather  bed,  on  which  were  the 
remnants  of  a  demolished  bedstead,  the  flooring 
and  other  articles.  The  child  was  nearly  suffo- 
cated. Mr.  Warden  was  severely  injured,  while 
the  other  eight  escaped  with  but  slight  bruises. 

The  track  of  the  line  of  storm  as  it  passed 
through  the  timber  northward  was  visible  for  miles. 
It  appears  miraculous  that  a  building  containing 
so  many  persons  should  be  thus  raised  over  twenty 
feet  into  the  air,  turned  upside  down,  and  come 
down  with  such  a  crash  as  to  completly  mash  into 
small  fragments  a  sewing  machine,  stove  and  other 
furniture,  without  killing,  outright,  every  occu- 
pant. 

In  1870  the  ten-itory  which  soon  composed 
Nuckolls  County  had  a  population  of  only  eight 
individuals.  Since  the  organization  of  the  county, 
its  population  at  different  dates  has  been  as  follows: 
1874,  942;  1875,  1,104;  1876,  1,381;  1878,  2,159; 
1880,  4,235;  1885,  7,953.  Its  population  in  1880, 
by  minor  civil  divisions,  was  as  follows: 

Alban  Precinct,  120;  Beaver  Precinct  (includ- 
ing Superior  village),  642;  Superior  village,  458; 
Bohnart  Precinct,  405;  Elk  Precinct,  588;  Liberty 
Precinct,  400;  Nelson  Precinct,  898;  Nora  Pre- 
cinct, 208;  Sherman  Precinct,  493;  Spring  Creek 
Precinct,  237 ;  Spring  Valley  Precinct,  244. 

The  population  of  the  comity  by  minor  civil 
divisions  for  the  year  1889,  as  derived  from  the 
assessor's  reports,  is  as  follows: 

Alban  Precioct,  508;  Beaver  Precinct,  420; 
Blaine  Precinct,  591 ;  Elk  Precinct,  630;  Garfield 
Precinct,  356;  Hammond  Precinct,  379;  Hardy 
Precinct  (including  Hardy  village),  709;  Highland 
Precinct,  250;  Liberty  Precinct,  565;  Nelson  Pre- 
cinct, 452;  Nora  Precinct,  586;  Sherman  Precinct, 
672;  St.  Stephen's  Precinct,  330;  Spring  Creek 
Precinct,  493;  Victor  Precinct,  729;  Nelson  vil- 
lage, 889;  Superior  City,  1,560.    Total,  10,119. 


BIOGRAPHICAL, 

James  M.  Adams,  farmer  and  stock  dealer, 
Alban  Precinct,  came  to  Nuckolls  County  in  the 
spring  of  1880  and  purchased  320  acres  of  good  till- 
able land,  then  imbroken.  He  has  now  one  of  the 
best  improved  farms  in  his  locality,  all  improved  and 
under  fence,  with -a  large  wind- engine  with  which  he 
grinds  feed,  cuts,  hay  and  oats,  shells  corn,  churns, 
pumps  water,  etc. ;  also  stock  scales,  horse  and  cat- 
tle barns,  and  other  out-buildings,  about  100  fruit 
trees  and  vineyard  just  beginning  to  bear,  all  sur- 
rounded by  a  beautiful  grove.  In  the  fall  of  18S0 
Mr.  Adams  made  a  short  visit  to  Iowa,  and  on  his 
return  home  he  was  accompanied  by  his  bride, 
formerly  Miss  li.  M .  McKeown,  daughter  of  Henry 
McKeown,  whom  he  had  married  in  Des  Moines 
County  on  September  30,  1880,  and  they  are  now 
the  parents  of  five  children,  viz.:  Mary  R.,  Will- 
iam Henry,  Ida  Pearl,  James  R.  and  Richard  C. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Adams  are  both  members  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Adams  was 
born  in  Washington  County,  111.,  January  1,  1849, 
to  which  State  his  parents  had  emigrated  fi-om  the 
"Emerald  Isle"  in  1846.  His  father,  William 
Adams,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  Ireland,  in  which 
country  he  married,  and  shortly  after  that  event 
took  place  he  emigrated  to  the  United  States,  locat- 
ing in  Washington  County,  111.,  and  settled  on  a 
farm  where  he  made  his  home  and  reared  his  chil- 
dren. He  still  resides  on  the  old  homestead. 
James  M.  Adams  grew  to  manhood  in  Washington 
County,  remaining  with  his  father  until  he  had  at- 
tained his  majority.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in 
1872,  and  located  in  Platte  County  and  engaged  in 
farming  there  until  1880,  since  which  time  he  has 
been  identified  with  the  agricultural  interests  of 
Nuckolls  County,  and  is  one  of  its  most  highly 
respected  citizens. 

Osborn  Ayer,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Bost- 
wick  Township,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Ayer 
is  one  of  the  leading  agriculturists  of  the  county, 
and  enjoys  the  reputation  of  being  not  only  a  sub- 
stantial and  progressive  farmer,  but  an  intelligent 
and  thoroughly  posted  man  in  all  public  affairs. 
He  is  a  New  Yorker  by  birth,  being  born  in  Clinton 
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County,  November  27,  1827,  a  son  of  Fredus  and 
Parmelia  (Hall)  Ayer.  His  father  was  born  in  Ver- 
mont, and  there  spent  his  boyhood  and  youth,  but 
in  early  manhood  left  his  native  State  and  settled 
on  a  farm  near  Plattsburg,  Clinton  County,  N.  Y. , 
and  tilled  the  soil  at  this  jalace  until  1868.  While 
here  he  married  Parmelia  Hall.  In  1868  he  moved 
to  Nebraska,  locating  near  Omaha,  in  Sarpy 
County,  and  there  made  his  home  until  his  death, 
which  occurred  in  1878,  his  wife  surviving  until 
1881,  when  she  too  passed  away.  Osborn  Ayer 
was  reared  and  schooled  in  Clinton  County,  having 
the  advantages  of  the  common  schools  and  acade- 
mies. When  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age,  in  1850, 
he  was  seized  with  the  gold  fever,  left  his  home 
and  went  to  California,  via  the  Isthmus,  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  the  gold  mines  of  that  State,  and 
landed  in  San  Francisco.  He  immediately  went 
to  the  mines,  and  for  the  next  ten  years  was  en- 
gaged in  prospecting  and  mining,  with  varying 
success,  in  that  State.  During  this  time  he  made 
a  trip  to  his  home,  and  after  a  short  visit  there  re- 
turned via  the  Isthmus  to  California.  After  a 
time  spent  in  California  he  went  to  Idaho,  and 
mined  for  one  year,  and  then  the  war  coming  on, 
he  enlisted  for  three  years  in  Company  L,  Califor- 
nia Battalion  of  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry, 
under  Col.  C.  R.  Lowell,  and  served  under  Phil 
Sheridan  until  wounded.  He  was  discharged  for 
disability  in  the  spring  of  1865,  having  been  first 
duty  sergeant  in  his  company.  He  participate<l  in 
thirteen  general  engagements,  among  which  were 
the  tights  at  Winchester  and  at  Fisher's  Hill.  In 
this  latter  battle  he  was  severely  wounded  by  a  gun- 
shot through  the  leg,  which  broke  the  bone  and 
disabled  him  for  further  duty.  He  was  sent  to 
the  hospital  and  remained  there  until  the  close  of 
the  war,  receiving  his  discharge  at  Wilmington, 
Del.,  after  which  he  returned  to  his  home  in  Clin- 
ton County,  shortly  after  receiving  the  appointment 
of  officer  in  the  Clinton  prison,  which  office  he  held 
until  1868.  Early  in  1869  he  came  west  to  Omaha, 
remaining  there  about  one  year,  and  then,  in  No- 
vember, 1870,  he  came  to  Nuckolls  County  and 
located,  at  the  same  time  filing  a  homestead  in 
Webster  County.      He  purchased  land  in  Nuckolls 


County  and  began  to  improve  it,  also  then  liv- 
ing on  his  homestead  in  Webster  County,  which 
he  proved  up  on  in  five  years,  and  in  1876  located 
on  the  place  where  he  now  resides,  having  broken 
and  made  two  farms.  He  has  about  240  acres 
in  the  home  place,  125  of  which  are  under  a  high 
state  of  cultivation,  and  on  this  has  erected  a  very 
neat  two-story  residence,  good  barn  and  convenient 
out-buildings,  etc.  Mr.  Ayer  votes  the  Kepublicau 
ticket,  and  has  held  numerous  official  positions, 
having  filled  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  for 
two  years,  and  served  as  clerk  of  elections  and  as 
a  member  of  the  school  board.  In  Omaha,  Neb., 
January  1,  1870,  Mr.  Ayer  and  Rosalthe  Brink 
were  made  husband  and  wife.  She  was  a  daughter  of 
Oscar  Brink,  and  was  born,  reared  and  educated 
in  Albany  County,  N.  Y.  They  are  now  the 
parents  of  four  children,  namely :  Herbert  F.  (born 
June  13,  1871,  being  the  first  white  male  child 
born  in  Webster  County  and  the  Republican  Val- 
ley), Wilbur  O.  (a  young  man),  Lulia  A.  (a  young 
lady  residing  with  her  parents)  and  Edna  P.  Mr. 
Ayer  is  a  Master  Mason,  and  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. 
William  P.  Baker,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Nelson,  Neb.  The  name  which  appears  above  will 
be  at  oiice  recognized  by  nearly  all  of  those  of  this 
community,  for  it  is  borne  by  a  man  intimately  as- 
sociated with  the  farming  and  stock-raising  inter- 
ests of  Nuckolls  County.  His  parents  were  natives 
of  Illinois,  and  both  are  now  deceased.  Three 
children  were  born  to  their  marriage:  Sarah  Ann 
(wife  of  John  A.  Craig,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser 
by  occupation),  Zelphia  (residing  in  Indiana,  and 
is  the  wife  of  William  A.  Thomason,  a  farmer  and 
carpenter  by  occupation)  and  William  P.  The  lat- 
ter emigrated  to  Nebraska  in  February,  1878,  and 
worked  on  a  farm  until  he  purchased  eighty  acres 
of  good  land,  partially  improved  when  purchased. 
He  married  Miss  Lunica  Hill,  a  native  of  Illinois, 
and  to  this  union  have  been  born  five  children: 
Jesse  (is  well  educated  and  resides  on  the  home 
place),  Mary  (at  home),  Henrietta  (at  home),  Lucy 
(at  home)  and  Alice  (also  at  home).  During  the  late 
war  Mr.  Baker  enlisted  in  the  Forty-first  Illinois 
Volunteer  Infantry,  Company  B,  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Decatur,  111.,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
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command  of  Gens.  Grant,  Sherman  and  McPher- 
soa,  in  the  Third  Brigade,  Second  Division,  Fif- 
teenth Corps.  He  was  actively  engaged  in  the 
following  battle.s:  Fort  Donelson,  Fort  Henry, 
Shiloh,  Corinth,  Tallahatchee  River,  Black  River, 
siege  of  Vicksburg,  Jackson,  Miss.,  Champion's 
Hill,  Meridian,  Fort  Jeriisha,  Pleasant  Hills,  Gun- 
town,  Miss.,  and  numerous  smaller  engagements. 
He  merely  received  a  flesh  wound,  but  his  life  was 
saved  by  his  watch,  a  minie-ball  having  broken 
the  latter  all  to  pieces.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Springfield,  111. ,  in  1864,  after  which  he 
returned  home,  to  Taylorsville,  Iowa,  and  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil.  Mr.  Baker  votes  the  way  he 
shot,  and  has  always  been  identified  with  the  Re- 
publican party,  having  cast  his  first  presidential 
vote  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  during  his  last  adminis- 
tiation.  He  is  an  active  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. 
Post  No.  15,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance.  He  takes  much  interest  in  religious  and 
educational  institutions,  and  in  fact  upholds  all 
laudable  public  enterprises.  Mrs.  Baker  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and  a  worker 
in  the  Sunday-school. 

F.  M.  Baker,  the  genial  proprietor  of  the  Elk 
Horn  Hotel,  Oak,  Neb. ,  was  born  in  Gentry  County, 
Mo.,  in  1843,  being  a  son  of  Andrew  and  Nancy 
(Noble)  Baker,  who  reared  a  family  of  nine  chil- 
dren to  maturity,  six  of  whom  still  survive.  His 
father,  a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Ken- 
tucky, but  in  early  manhood  left  his  native  State 
and  located  in  Monroe  County,  Mo.,  afterward 
settling  in  Gentry  County.  He  died  in  Frontier 
County,  Neb.,  and  lies  at  rest  in  the  cemetery  at 
Arapahoe,  Furnas  Coiinty.  The  mother  was  bom 
in  Kentucky  and  died  in  Missouri.  Both  she  and 
husband  were  members  of  the  Baptist  Church. 
The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  manhood  in 
Missouri,  and  being  reared  on  the  frontier,  re- 
ceived no  educational  advantages  whatever.  Upon 
attaining  his  majority  he  left  home  and  located 
first  at  Taylor,  Iowa,  then  in  Polk  County,  and 
later  retui'ned  to  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  and 
finally,  in  May,  1876,  he  came  west  to  Nebraska. 
Crossing  the  Missouri  River  at  Brownville,  he  came 
to  Nuckolls  County  and  located   on    Section   22, 


Town  3,  Range  5,  buying  the  occupant's  claims. 
He  crossed  the  Blue  at  Oak  and  traveled  one- half 
mile  due  west,  then  turned  south,  and  readied  the 
Republican  River  in  one  day,  then  went  east  down 
the  Republican  until  he  struck  Spring  Creek, 
where  he  camped,  and  then  traveled  six  miles  before 
he  saw  a  house.  He  tilled  his  farm,  comprising 
eighty  acres  of  choice  land,  until  last  year,  when 
he  left  his  agricultural  life  for  that  of  a  hotel- 
keejjer.  He  owns  his  own  building,  having  erected 
it  one  year  since,  and  he  and  his  excellent  wife, 
formerly  Miss  Louisa  Davis,  of  Polk  County, 
Iowa,  spend  their  whole  time  in  looking  after  their 
guests  and  arranging  for  their  comfort.  They  are 
the  parents  of  six  children,  all  living,  as  follows: 
Isabel,  J.  Elmer  (a  graduate  of  Nebraska  State 
University),  Cal.,  Will,  Elsie  and  Gertrude. 
They  are  both  members  of  the  United  Brethren 
Church,  which  they  joined  eleven  years  since,  and 
in  politics  Mr.  Baker  casts  his  vote  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  now  serving  as  road  sujjervisor. 
D.  R.  Ball,  M.  D.,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and 
most  experienced  physicians  in  the  State  of  Ne- 
braska, and  in  his  many  years  as  a  practitioner  of 
the  "  healing  art  "  he  has  met  with  well -merited 
success  in  restoring  to  health  and  hapi^iness  those 
who  have  placed  themselves  under  his  care.  He 
was  born  in  Maryland  in  1825,  but  grew  to  ma- 
ture years  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  where  he 
studied  medicine  under  Dr.  McMahan,  and  prac- 
ticed for  some  time.  After  his  removal  to  Iowa 
he  became  dissatisfied  with  the  education  he  had 
received,  and  after  teaching  school  for  some  time, 
in  order  to  obtain  means  with  which  to  pursue  his 
studies  he  entered,  at  Keokuk,  the  medical  depart- 
ment of  the  Iowa  State  University,  afterward 
moved  to  Iowa  City,  and  graduated  in  the  class  of 
1856-57.  Returning  to  Appanoose  County,  where 
he  had  previously  practiced,  he  there  continued  to 
make  his  home  until  1868.  From  that  time  until 
1872,  he  practiced  medicine  at  Albia,  Monroe 
County,  Iowa.  During  the  war  he  served  in  Com- 
pany I,  Thirty-sixth  Iowa  Infantry.  From  1872 
until  1883  he  practiced  his  profession  in  Johnson 
County,  Neb.,  after  which  he  came  to  Nelson, 
Nuckolls  County,  which  has  since  been  his  home. 
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He  has  built  up  a  paying  practice,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  State  Medical  Association  and  the  Amer- 
ican Medical  Association.  The  Doctor  was  mar- 
ried in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  and  has  two  living 
children:  John  H.  (who  is  the  proprietor  of  Ball's 
Drug  Store)  and  Celeste  (Mrs.  May,  mention  of 
whom  is  made  below).  The  Doctor  is  a  son  of 
Samuel  C.  and  Hannah  Ball,  the  latter  of  whom  is 
deceased.  The  father  is  yet  living,  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  dui-ing  the  war  belonged'  to  a 
Kansas  infantry  regiment,  serving  eighteen  months, 
after  which  he  served  the  same  length  of  time 
in  a  Nebraska  battalion  cavalry.  Dr.  Ball's 
daughter,  Celeste,  was  born  in  1850,  and  took  a 
three -years'  college  course,  but  was  prevented  from 
graduating  on  account  of  ill  health.  She  after- 
ward taught  school  and  music,  and  although  she 
then  composed  poetry  and  prose  for  her  own  amuse- 
ment, she  did  not  make  any  strong  effort  in  the  way 
of  writing.  She  is  of  a  very  delicate  organization, 
being  of  an  extremely  nervous  temperament,  but 
she  willingly  forsook  friends  and  home  for  the  sake 
of  the  husband  she  loved,  exchanging  her  comfort 
able  home  for  one  on  the  prairies  of  Kansas,  where 
she  heroically  braved  the  privations  and  trials  of 
frontier  life.  During  her  residence  in  her  prairie 
home  she.wrote  her  first  volume  of  jjoems,  "  Sounds 
of  the  Prairie. ' '  Her  shorter  poems  abound  with 
western  scenes,  and  are  tributes  to  loved  ones 
at  home.  Her  longer  poems  are  "  The  Cities" 
Poor"  and  "  Love  Purified."  The  former  depicts 
the  condition  of  the  poor  in  different  cities  as  con- 
trasted with  their  possibilities  when  tilling  the  broad 
prairies  of  the  West.  It  contains  sharp  thrusts  at 
corporations,  and  appeals  to  the  Government  to 
make  its  broad  domains  the  homes  of  its  citizens, 
and  not  the  merchandise  of  the  millionaire.  The 
last-named  poem  was  written  with  a  view  to  elevat 
ing  the  love  of  her  fellow-women,  withdrawing  it 
from  the  world  and  centering  it  upon  Christ.  These 
poems  are  masterpieces  in  their  way,  and  were 
they  properly  placed  before  the  public,  would  be 
widely  read  and  highly  appreciated.  Although 
such  poems  must  be  read  as  a  whole  to  be  appre- 
ciated, yet  the  following  verse  is  quoted  as  illus- 
trative of  the  character  of   ' '  The  Cities'   Poor. ' ' 


THE   CITIES     rOOR. 

The  crowded  cities'  poor,  so  poorly  fed — 
Can  they  be  freemen  wliile  tliey're  slaves  for  bread? 
Awake,  fair  land!     Columbia,  awake,  and  claim 
Your  lawful  right  of  "  eminent  domain." 

"  Sounds  of  the  Prairie"  was  printed  without  any 
idea  of  it  receiving  general  circulation,  but  in  Kan- 
sas, as  elsewhere,  it  has  been  read  with  much  in- 
terest, and  well  received  by  the  public. 

E.  L.  Beach  has  been  engaged  in  farming  and 
stock-raising  in  Nora  Precinct,  Nuckolls  County, 
Neb. ,  since  1 878,  at  which  time  he  and  his  brother 
purchased  1,000  acres  of  land,  640  acres  being  in 
one  body,  and  the  remainder  in  dift'erent  tracts,  all 
of  which  was  raw  prairie  land.  Mr.  Beach  was 
born  in  Dutchess  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1839,  being 
the  second  child  of  Phineas  and  Martha  (Meklrum) 
Beach,  whose  native  birthplace  was  in  the  State 
of  New  Jersey.  The  father  learned  the  carpen- 
ter's trade  in  his  youth,  and  all  his  life  followed 
contracting  and  building.  He  moved  to  York  State 
when  a  young  man,  although  he  was  married  in 
New  Jersey,  and  in  1860  came  westward  as  far  as 
Logan  County,  111.,  and  spent  the  rest  of  his  life 
in  that  county,  dying  about  1883.  Politically  he 
was  a  Democrat.  His  wife  died  in  1878,  having 
borne  him  ten  children,  eight  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
ture years:  Sarah  (Mrs.  Hungerford,  of  Lincoln, 
111.),  E.  L.  (the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Johana 
(Mrs.  Strode,  of  Springfield,  111.),  Timothy  T.  (of 
Lincoln,  111.),  Eleanor  T.  (Mrs.  Forsythe,  of  To- 
peka,  Kas.),  James,  who  died  at'Memphis,  Tenn., 
while  serving  in  the  Union  army),  Susan  (Mrs. 
Pierce,  of  Lincoln,  111.),  Phineas,  Jr.  (of  Mis- 
souri), DeWitt  (who  is  in  the  Black  Hills),  and 
William  (a  resident  of  Dakota).  E.  L.  Beach 
learned  the  carpenter's  trade  in  York  State,  and  in 
1861  moved  to  Logan  Couniy,  111.,  but  the  same 
year  joined  the  Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  three 
months'  service,  and  after  the  expiration  of  this 
time  he  served  for  one  month  in  the  telegraph 
service  in  Virginia  and  Maryland.  He  then  re- 
turned to  Illinois  and  resumed  his  labors  as  a  carpen- 
ter, continuing  until  he  removed  to  this  State.  He 
was  married  in  Illinois  in  1863  to  Miss  Mary  Dugan, 
of  Logan  County,  who  bore  him  two  children,  both 
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of  whom  died  wbea  small,  and  he  was  also  com- 
pelled to  mourn  the  death  of  his  wife  in  1866. 
His  marriage  to  his  present  wife  took  place  in  1868, 
she  being  Miss  Mary  Clark,  of  Cook  County,  111. 
She  is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church  at 
Hardy,  Neb.,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Beach  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  four  children:  Carrie,  Mel- 
drum,  Edward  and  Maud  (all  at  home).  On  com- 
ing to  this  county,  Mr.  Beach  began  improving  his 
large  farm,  and  now  has  a  good  stone  dwelling 
house  and  one  of  the  largest  barns  in  the  county, 
it  being  40x100  feet,  with  a  good  stone  basement, 
which  will  accommodate  about  200  head  of  horses 
and  colts.  He  is  making  a  specialty  of  mules,  and 
expects  to  raise  about  fifty  head  this  year,  his 
brood  mares  numbering  ninety.  He  keeps  a  mam - 
mouth  Kentucky  Jack,  Maltee,  fourteen  hands  high, 
weighing  1,000  pounds,  also  a  thoroughbred  Clydes- 
dale horse  which  was  raised  in  this  county.  It  is 
a  dark  bay  with  a  star  in  the  forehead,  and  weighs 
1,600  pounds,  being  sixteen  hands  high.  He  has 
long  had  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  most 
successful  stock  raisers  in  the  county,  and  is  also  a 
most  thorough  agriculturist,  having  at  the  present 
time  920  acres,  of  land  under  cultivation.  He  is  a 
Democrat  in  politics,  is  a  memV)er  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  is  president  of  Nora  Alliance  No. 
717.  He  helped  to  organize  his  school  district,  and 
has  been  its  treasurer  ever  since. 

Asher  Beal,  an  early  settler  and  worthy  citizen 
of  Superior,  Neb. ,  was  born  in  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio,  on  Fel)ruary  7,  1848,  and  was  reared  in  that 
and  Tuscarawas  Counties.  During  the  summer 
months  he  assisted  his  father  on  the  farm,  and  the 
winter  months  were  passed  in  attending  the  com- 
mon schools,  where  he  received  a  good  practical 
education.  When  eighteen  years  of  age  he  started 
out  to  tight  life's  battles  for  himself  and  first  made 
his  way  to  Northern  Michigan,  where  he  spent  a 
few  months  laboring  in  the  lumber  regions.  After 
this  he  came  westward  to  Marion  County,  Iowa, 
spent  three  years  laboring  as  a  farm  hand,  and  was 
one  year  engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  In  1871 
he  came  to  Nebraska  and  pre-empted  160  acres  in 
Webster  County  and  subsequently  homesteaded  the 
same  tract.     Upon  this  he  resided  until  1876,  when 


he  sold  it  and  after  spending  a  year  in  Crete,  Neb. , 
he  came   to   Superior,  Neb.,  which  town,   at  that 

j  time,  contained  less  than  a  dozen  houses.  Here  in 
the  fall  of  1877  he  and  Mr.  Andrew  C.  McCorkle 
established  a  general  store,  the  second  of  the  kind 
in  the  town.  Mr.  Beal  continued  engaged  in  mer- 
chandising until  1890,  and  during  the  years  1888 
and  1889  he  erected  the  large  and  handsome  brick 
hotel  in  Superior,  known  as  the  "  Thueman  House." 
After  renting  this  property  a  year,  he  took  charge 
of  it  himself,  and  he  is  now  conducting  it  in  such  a 
way  as  to  bring  it  into  popular  and  universal  favor 
with  the  public.  Mr.  Beal  has  been  twice  married; 
first,  on  January  27,  1869,  to  Miss  Margaret  J.  Tid- 
rick,  who  died  on  April  12,  1876,  leaving  three  chil- 
dren :  Anna  Maud,  Charles  Sumner  and  Aris  Robert. 
Charles  Sumner  died  at  the  age  of  nine  years.  Mr. 
Beal  was  married  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Crowell,  his 
present  wife,  on  April  12,  1878,  and  five  children 
have  been  born  to  this  union:  John  Earl,  Lulu, 
Dot,  Godfrey  and  Hazel,  of  whom  John  Earl  died 
when  three  years  of  age.  Mr.  Beal  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W.,and  in  politics  he 
is  a  Democrat.  He  has  served  one  term  as  justice 
of  the  peace,  and  in  1881  was  the  candidate  of  his 
party  for  county  treasurer,  and  although  he  ran  far 
ahead  of  his  ticket  he  failed  to  overcome  a  large 
opposing  majority.  He  is  an  upright,  worthy  man, 
and  he  and  Mrs.  Beal  rank  among  Superior's  best 
citizens.  His  parents,  Harlan  and  Cynthia  (Asher) 
Beal,  were  natives  of  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  born 
in  1822  and  Harrison  County,  Ohio,  born  March 
31,  1818,  respectively.    They  were  married  at  New- 

I  comerstown,  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  on  February 

j  22,  1844,  and  became  the  parents  of  ten  children: 
Osman  T. ,  Aeher,  Samantha  B.,  L.  U.,  Newton, 
Amanda,    Isaac    Harlan,    Hattie    M. ,   Alonzo  and 

i  Ananias.  Hattie  M.  died  on  October  19,  1889, 
leaving  a  husband  and  two  children.  The  father 
of  the  above-named  children  died  at  Newton,  Tub 

I  carawas  County,  Ohio,  on  January  18,  1867.  He 
was  a  successful  farmer   and  stock-raiser  and  ac- 

I  cumulated  considerable  property,  owning  at  the 
time  of  his  death  three  good  farms.  He  was  a  de- 
voted member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
The  mother  still  survives,  her  home  being  in  Tus- 
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carawas  County,  Ohio,  and  she,  also,  ia  a  consistent 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
paternal  grandparents  of  our  subject,  Isaac  and 
Martha  (Todd)  Beal,  were  natives  of  Pennsylvania. 
His  maternal  grandparents  were  Anthony  and 
Amelia  (Parks)  Asher,  and  his  great  grandparents 
on  his  mother' s  side  were  Luke  and  Elizabeth  Asher, 
who  were  natives  of  Scotland.  The  last  two  emi- 
grated to  America,  and  located  near  Freeport,  Ohio. 
The  Parks  family  descended  from  an  emigrant  from 
England. 

Michael  Beam,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Dav- 
enport, Neb.  Mr.  Beam  has  spent  the  principal 
part  of  his  life  in  the  occupation  to  which  he  now 
gives  his  attention,  and  is  one  of  the  representa- 
tive farmers  of  the  county.  He  is  a  native  of 
East  Pennsylvania,  his  birth  occurring  in  Dauphin 
County,  on  July  18, 1824,  and  his  parents  were  also 
natives  of  that  State,  the  father  being  a  successful 
tiller  of  the  soil.  In  1S25  they  emigrated  to  Cen- 
tre County,  Pa.,  and  in  1834  moved  with  their  family 
to  Clearfield  County,  Pa.,  a  home  being  chosen 
in  the  midst  of  wild  beasts  of  the  forest.  Here 
young  Michael  remained  until  1856,  when  he  re- 
moved to  Stephenson  County,  111.  Both  parents 
are  now  deceased.  Michael  Beam  was  the  tenth 
of  fourteen  children,  five  now  living:  Jacob  lives 
a  retired  life  in  Pennsylvania  (was  married  to  Mrs. 
Daughenbaugh) ;  Daniel  resides  in  Pennsylvania 
and  is  engaged  in  farming  (was  married  to  Miss 
Susan  Cooper);  Jesse  resides  in  Pennsylvania,  and 
is  also  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  (he  is  also 
married),  and  Margaret  also  makes  her  home  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  was  married,  but  her  husband  is 
now  deceased.  Michael  Beam  received  a  very 
meager  education,  but  by  observation  and  study, 
and  being  possessed  of  an  unusual  amount  of  good 
practical  common  sense,  he  has  pushed  his  way  to 
the  front,  and  is  now  considered  one  of  the  well- 
informed  men  of  the  county.  He  commenced  life' s 
battle  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty-eight  years 
as  an  agriculturist,  and  this  occupation  he  has 
since  continued  to  follow.  By  his  marriage  to 
Miss  Juliana  R.  Thompson,  a  native  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, born  March  19,  1832,  there  resulted  three 
children — two  sons  and  a  daughter:  James  C.  J. 


(resides  in  Kansas,  is  a  machinist  by  occupation 
and  is  employed  at  Sabetha,  Kas. ;  he  married 
Miss  Mary  Baysinger,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and 
has  two  children),  Phebe  Matilda  (resides  in 
Nuckolls  County  and  married  Philip  Clock,  of 
German  descent,  and  a  tiller  of  the  soil),  and 
Isaiah  Goodrich  (resides  on  the  old  homestead  with 
his  parents,  and  is  well  educated  for  his  years; 
his  chosen  occupation  will  be  farming  and  stock- 
raising).  .  Although  he  received  but  very  little  edu- 
cation himself,  Mr.  Beam  has  given  his  children 
every  possible  advantage,  sending  James  C.  J.  to 
the  high  school  at  Beloit,  Wis. ,  and  Phebe  to  the 
school  at  Carthage,  111.  Mr.  Beam  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  his  political  views,  and  takes  quite  an  in- 
terest in  politics.  He  is  also  interested  in  educa- 
tional matters,  and  is  heartily  and  sincerely  in 
favor  of  good,  competent  instructors.  He  and  Mrs. 
Beam  have  been  members  and  active  workers  in 
the  United  Brethren  Church  for  thirty -five  years. 
Mr.  Beam  owns  320  acres  of  well-improved  land, 
and  has  excellent  barns,  out-buildings,  etc.,  on  his 
place.  He  has  a  good  orchard,  and  raises  any 
amount  of  small  fruit.  Of  his  stock-raising  inter- 
est he  makes  a  specialty  of  the  Short-horn  cattle, 
and  has  lately  introduced  the  Red  Polled  cattle.  He 
also  raises  the  Poland  China  hogs.  He  has  about 
eighteen  head  of  horses,  and  is  at  present  engaged 
in  erecting  a  large  addition,  26x82,  to  his  already 
large  barn,  whose  dimensions  are  40x64.  Mr. 
Beam  moved  from  Stephenson  County,  111.,  to 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  in  the  sj)ring  of  1883,  and 
here  he  has  since  resided.  At  that  time  a  loca 
tion  was  made  on  the  raw  prairie,  but  his  present 
place  gives  evidence  of  his  earnest,  active  efforts 
in  reclaiming  it  fi'om  its  native  state. 

Dr.  E.  D.  Beem,  physician  and  surgeon.  Hardy, 
Neb.  Among  the  many  physicians  of  prominence 
in  the  county,  none  have  been  more  successful  or 
won  the  confidence  of  the  people  to  a  greater  ex- 
tent than  has  Dr.  Beem.  He  was  born  in  Licking 
County,  Ohio,  received  his  education  in  the  graded 
schools,  and  afterward  read  medicine  in  Franklin 
County,  under  a  preceptor.  He  then  attended 
Eclectic  Medical  College  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  and 
graduated   from   the   Pennsylvania    University   of 
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Philadelphia  in  1870,  just  three  days  after  he  was 
twenty-one  years  of  age.     He  first  began  practicing  i 
at  Nashport,  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  and  later 
went  to  Columbus,  of  that  State,  where  he  remained 
until  1883.      He  was  very  successful  at  that  place, 
had  a  good  practice,  but  on  accouut  of  being  troubled 
with   the  rheumatism,  gave   up  his    practice  and  i 
emigrated  west.      He  had  no  idea  of  locating  when 
he  first  came  to  this  State,  but  he  recovered  from 
the  rheumatism,  and  liked  the  State  so  well  that  he  | 
decided  to  make  his  home  here.      He  is  a  member  , 
of  the  State  Medical  Society,  and  is  a  practitioner 
of  decided  merit.      He  was  married  in  Columbus,    \ 
Ohio,  to  Miss  Hattie  V.  Miller,   and  three  living 
childi'en   have    blessed   this    union:     Clarence  E., 
Raymond  M.  and  Glenn  A.      The  Doctor  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  A.  O.  U.  W,  and  in  his 
political  views  affiliates  with  the  Democrotic  party. 
He   is  of  Dutch    descent,   and  the  son  of   Josiah 
Beem,  who  was  also  a  native  of  Licking  County, 
Ohio.      The  maiden  name  of  the  mother  was  Miss 
Hester  A.  Oldham. 

Minor  N.  Beemati,  a  prominent  contractor  and 
builder,  residing  in  Beaver  Township,  Nuckolls 
County,  was  born  in  Bradford  County,  Pa.,  July 
27,  1836,  a  son  of  Joseph  Beeman,  a  native  of  the 
same  State  and  county.  Grandfather  Beeman  was 
born  in  New  York,  but  in  his  youth  moved  to 
Pennsylvania,  being  among  the  early  settlers  of 
the  county,  and  there  reared  his  family.  Joseph 
Beeman  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  and 
there  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Buck,  also  born  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  immediately  after  his  marriage 
settled  on  a  farm  in  Bradford  County,  and  there 
reared  his  family,  consisting  of  five  sons  and  one 
daughter,  all  of  whom  grew  to  maturity  and  be- 
came heads  of  families.  The'  daughter  has  since 
died,  and  one  son,  Henry,  served  in  the  late  war, 
was  taken  prisoner,  and  confined  in  Andersonville 
prison,  where  he  died.  The  father  was  a  very  pop- 
ular man  in  his  county,  and  held  a  number  of  local 
offices  of  trust  and  honor,  one  being  the  office  of 
constable,  in  which  capacity  he  served  for  a  num  - 
ber  of  years.  He  died  in  184."),  and  his  widow 
survived  until  1886,  when  she  received  her  final 
summons.    Minor  N.  Beeman  left  home  at  the  age 


of  fifteen  years,  and  went  to  Elmira,  Chemung 
County,  where  he  learned  the  carpenter's  trade, 
at  which  he  worked  for  nine  years.  In  August, 
1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  D,  Twenty-third 
New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  until 
the  expiration  of  his  term  of  enlistment,  in  April, 
1863,  during  which  time  he  participated  in  a  num- 
ber of  important  engagements,  among  which  may 
be  mentioned  Fredericksburg  and  Antietam,  and 
was  on  detached  duty  for  about  one  year.  After 
receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Elmira,  and 
again  worked  at  his  trade,  and  in  March,  1867,  was 
united  in  marriage  to  Mrs.  Jane  Zeck,  widow  of 
Daniel  Zeck  (deceased  in  the  army),  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Harvey  Patton.  She  was  born  and  reared 
in  Indiana,  and  there  married  Mr.  Zeck.  To 
their  wedded  life  have  been  born  five  children — 
three  sons  and  two  daughters,  namely:  Chai'les 
(a  young  man  at  home),  Bert  and  Porter,  Edith 
and  Addie.  In  1878  Mr.  Beeman  moved  to  Cedar 
County,  Iowa,  and  there  worked  at  his  trade  until 
the  fall  of  1879,  when  he  sold  out  his  interests,  and 
in  December  of  the  same  year  located  in  Nuckolls 
County,  and  purchased  land  adjoining  the  town  of 
Superior,  on  which  he  erected  a  handsome  resi- 
dence, good  barn,  and  otherwise  improved  the 
place,  and  has  been  engaged  in  contracting  and 
building  ever  since.  He  also  purchased  a  good 
farm  about  two  miles  northeast  of  town,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  breeding  and  dealing  in  thorough- 
bred registered  Holstein  and  Jersey  cattle.  He 
belongs  to  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  being 
the  present  overseer  of  the  first- named  order. 

J.  A.  Benson,  of  Blaine  Precinct,  one  of  the 
first  settlers  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Darke 
County,  Ohio,  in  January,  1860,  the  eldest  child 
born  to  E.  M.  and  Margara  A.  (Bowers)  Benson, 
both  natives  of  Ohio,  the  father  a  farmer  by  oc- 
cupation. J.  A.  Benson  spent  his  youthful  days  in 
Illinois,  Iowa  and  Nebraska,  receiving  an  ordinary 
district  school  education.  He  came  to  this  county 
with  his  parents  in  1873,  and  has  since  been  engaged 
in  farming  and  dealing  in  horses.  In  his  political 
views  he  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  United  Brethern  Church,  and 
is  greatly  respected  by  all  in   the   community   in 
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which  he  liveR,  being  a  liberal  contributor,  as  far 
as  able,  to  all  laudable  public  enterprises.  He  has 
been  successful  in  business,  and  intends  to  make 
Nebraska  his  permanent  home.  When  Mr.  Ben- 
son was  nineteen  years  old  he  met  with  a  horrible 
accident.  On  October  15,  1879,  as  he  was  conduct- 
ing Miss  Maria  Crosier  from  his  parents'  house  to 
her  home,  a  distance  of  seventeen  miles,  eleven 
miles  due  west  of  Nelson,  as  they  were  crossing 
the  prairie,  they  were  overtaken  by  a  terrible 
prairie  fire;  a  strong  wind  was  blowing  at  the  time, 
and  Miss  Crosier  was  burned  to  death,  while  her 
escort,  Mr.  Benson,  was  so  horribly  burned  as  to 
render  him  senseless.  He  remained  in  an  uncon- 
scious state  for  twenty-four  hours  before  any  one 
came  to  his  rescue,  but  loving  hands  cared  for 
him,  and  after  six  long  dreary  mouths  of  suffering, 
most  of  which  time  he  was  confined  to  his  bed,  and 
his  life  many  times  despaired  of,  through  the  wis- 
dom and  mercy  of  an  infinite  God  he  recovered, 
but  only  to  find  himself  partially  blind  and  a 
cripple,  having  lost  one  eye,  and  the  other  injured; 
he  also  lost  the  use  of  his  right  hand,  and  his  left 
hand  is  crippled  so  that  the  fingers  are  of  scarcely 
any  use  to  him.  This  heartrending  accident  will 
ever  remain  a  terrible  landmark  in  Mr.  Benson's 
life.  He  is  now,  however,  actively  engaged  in 
stock-raising,  and  is  in  a  fair  way  to  secure  a  com- 
petency on  which  to  live  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

Frank  Black,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  lives  on 
Section  6,  Town  3,  Range  6,  Blaine  Precinct.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
in  1852,  the  youngest  of  thirteen  children.  His 
father,  William  Black,  was  a  native  of  Germany, 
and  emigrated  to  this  country  about  1850,  settling 
in  St.  Louis,  at  which  place  he  lost  his  wife  shortly 
after.  During  their  passage  to  America,  the  family 
were  taken  with  that  dread  disease,  cholera,  and 
all  the  children  died.  The  father  was  a  cooper  by 
trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  in  St.  Louis 
until  the  time  of  his  death,  in  1858,  when  his  son 
Frank  was  but  six  years  of  age.  He  had  been  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  order,  and  his  lodge  took 
charge  of  his  little  son,  binding  him  out  1o  a  butcher 
of  St.  Louis  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years;  the  little  fellow  was  treated  so  harshly, 


that  when  he  reached  his  fifteenth  year  he  ran 
away  from  his  master,  and  gained  his  independ- 
ence, following  the  butcher's  trade  until  he  was 
twenty-two  years  of  age.  He  then  went  to  Taze- 
well County,  111.,  and  worked  in  a  brick-yard  for 
one  year,  after  which  he  worked  by  the  month  on 
a  farm  for  about  three  years,  then  went  to  Bates 
County,  Mo.,  and  remained  for  one  season,  and 
then  returned  to  Tazewell  County,  and  rented  a  farm, 
working  it  on  shares.  In  the  spring  of  1873  he 
came  to  this  county,  and  took  up  a  homestead  on 
Section  16:  this  he  improved  and  sold  in  1886, 
after  which  he  purchased  the  farm  on  which  he 
now  lives,  which  he  has  greatly  improved.  He  has 
the  place  well  stocked  with  cattle,  horses  and  hogs, 
has  a  fine  orchard  of  all  kinds  of  fruit,  and  has 
made  for  himself  and  family  a  good  comfortable 
home.  Here  he  is  living  the  quiet,  comfortable  life 
of  a  farmer,  and  is  very  proud  of  the  fact  that  all 
his  possessions  are  the  fruits  of  his  own  labors.  In 
November,  1882,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Miss 
Florence  Anderson,  a  daughter  of  Charles  B.  and 
Mary  M.  (Webb)  Anderson,  the  former  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  the  latter  of  Iowa.  She  was  born  in 
Iowa,  in  October,  1864.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Black  are 
the  parents  of  five  childi'en,  viz. :  Jessie,  Charlie, 
Merrill,  Martin,  and  George  (deceased).  Mr.  Black 
is  an  active  Democrat  in  politics,  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  both  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church  of  Pleas- 
ant View.  Mr.  Black  has  always  contributed,  so 
far  as  able,  to  the  support  of  schools  and  churches, 
and  all  laudable  public  enterprises.  Since  his 
residence  in  this  State  he  has  been  very  successful ; 
accordingly  is  well  pleased  with  the  State,  and 
expects  to  make  it  his  permanent  home. 

Andrew  Bohnart,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Vic 
tor  Township.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  an- 
other of  the  pioneers  of  Nuckolls  County.  He  is 
a  native  of  Baden,  Germany,  born  in  18-13,  being 
the  second  child  in  a  family  of  five  children  raised 
by  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Doll)  Bohnart,  both 
natives  of  Germany.  His  father  was  a  blacksmith 
by  occupation,  and  followed  that  trade  in  his  na- 
tive land  until  1856,  when  he  emigrated  with  his 
family  to  America,  and  located  at  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
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where  he  followed  farming  and  blacksmithing.  Of 
the  five  children  born  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bohnart, 
but  two  are  now  living:  Andrew  (the  subject  of 
this  sketch)  and  Mary  (who  is  in  Iowa).  Joseph, 
Layo  and  August  are  deceased.  After  a  residence 
in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  of  fifteen  years,  Mr.  Bohnart 
disposed  of  his  property  interests  at  that  place, 
and  cast  his  fortunes  in  the  then  new  State  of  Ne 
braska,  where  he  took  up  160  acres  of  laud,  and 
has  ever  since  made  his  home.  Previous  to  his 
coming  to  this  country  he  served  in  the-  German 
army.  He  is  Democratically  inclined  in  politics, 
and  is  a  man  who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  the  af- 
fairs of  the  county.  The  faithful  sharer  of  his  joys 
and  sorrows  passed  from  life  two  years  after  com- 
ing to  this  country,  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa,  in  1858. 
The  immediate  subject  of  this  sketch  came  to  this 
country  with  his  parents  when  twelve  years  of  age, 
settling  in  Iowa,  where  he  obtained  some  school- 
ing, remaining  at  home  until  he  had  attained  his 
twenty-fifth  year.  In  LS68  he  started  out  on  his  own 
responsibility  very  wisely, by  choosing  a  life  compan- 
ion in  the  person  of  Miss  Christina  Schrader,  who 
was  born  in  Prussia,  Germany.  For  two  years  fol- 
lowing his  marriage  he  tilled  the  soil  in  Johnson 
County, Iowa.  In  1870  he  came  to  Nuckolls  County, 
Neb.,  and  took  up  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  ex- 
cellent land,  which  he  has  greatly  improved,  and 
to  which  he  has  since  added  eighty  acres  of  good 
tillable  land,  making  his  desirable  farm  on  Liberty 
Creek  to  comprise  some  2-1:0  acres.  He  is  largely 
interested  in  stock-raising,  handling  a  good  grade 
of  cattle.  His  farm,  on  which  there  are  a  fine 
young  orchard  and  lots  of  natural  timber,  besides 
good  substantial  buildings  and  all  modero  improve- 
ments and  conveniences,  is  one  of  the  nicest  and 
most  valuable  in  the  county.  This  has  been  made 
entirely  by  his  own  efforts,  assisted  by  a  thrifty 
wife,  for  when  he  came  here  his  worldly  goods  were 
extremely  limited,  his  means  being  made  up  almost 
entirely  of  energy  and  industry,  but  he  has  sub- 
dued the  rough  prairie  soil  and  has  for  his  pains 
one  of  the  best  places  in  the  county.  While  so 
busy  in  arranging  for  his  own  and  family's  future 
comfort,  Mr.  Bohnart  has  not  forgotten  the  inter- 
ests of  his  county,  but  has   always  taken   a  deep 


and  active  interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to  its 
welfare.  He  was  one  of  the  eleven  men  who 
helped  to  organize  the  county  in  May,  1871.  He  has 
held  the  office  of  township  overseer  for  a  number 
of  years,  during  which  time  he  has  greatly  im- 
proved the  roads,  and  is  now  serving  on  the  school 
board  in  District  No.  28.  He  is  a  Democrat  in 
politics,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  members  of  the 
Catholic  Church.  They  are  the  parents  of  six 
children:  Kattie,  Lizzie,  Louis,  Anna,  Andrew  and 
Joseph.  The  eldest  child,  Kattie,  is  now  Mrs.  An- 
drew Hefstiter,  and  lives  in  this  county. 

David  Bosserman,  president  of  the  First  National 
Bank,  Superior,  Neb.  AmoQg  those  prominently 
connected  with  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  town 
of  Superior  is  David  Bosserman,  one  of  the  repre- 
sentative men  of  the  county.  He  was  the  youngest 
of  fifteen  children,  six  of  whom  are  living,  born  to 
the  union  of  Michael  and  Catherine  (Whip)  Bos- 
serman, the  former  a  native  of  Virginia,  although 
reared  from  early  youth  in  Bedford  County,  Pa. 
The  father  was  a  farmer  by  occupation,  and  received 
his  final  summons  in  1866.  The  mother  had  died 
about  1847.  Their  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Margaret,  Mary  Ann,  Hannah,  Susannah,  Barbara, 
Elizabeth,  Catherine,  Samuel,  John,  Michael, 
Daniel,  Mary,  Lydia,  Elijah  and  David.  Those 
living  are  Hannah,  Barbara,  John,  Michael,  Eli- 
jah, and  David  Bosserman,  who  was  born  in  Perry 
County,  Ohio,  November  9,  1831,  and  passed  his 
boyhood  days  on  a  farm  in  his  native  county.  On 
January  12,  1852,  his  marriage  with  Miss  Cather- 
ine Cowen,  a  native  of  Licking  County,  Ohio,  and 
the  daughter  of  Charles  Cowen,  was  consummated, 
and  to  them  were  born  the  following  children: 
Martha,  Elijah,  Walter  (deceased),  Benjamin  Lin- 
coln, John  H.,  Althalia  F.  and  Nannie.  Mr.  Bos- 
serman removed  to  De  Witt  County,  111. ,  in  the  fall 
of  1852,  and  there  resided  for  thirty  years,  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  and  stock-raising.  There 
his  wife  died  in  September,  1871.  In  December, 
1873,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Kissie  Hollenbeck, 
a  native  of  Freeport,  111.,  and  the  daughter  of 
William  Hollenbeck.  In  the  spring  of  1882  Mr. 
Bosserman  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  located  at  Su- 
perior, and  here  engaged  in  the  live-stock  (cattle) 
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and  land  business  in  partnership  with  his  sons, 
Elijah  and  Lincoln,  and  his  son-in-law,  .VV.  A. 
Myers.  The  business  was  transacted  under  the 
tirm  title  of  D.  Bosserman  &  Co.,  and  was  con- 
tinued four  years.  In  18S5  Mr.  Bosserman,  to- 
gether with  his  sons,  Elijah,  Lincoln  and  John, 
also  C.  E.  Adams.  L.  B.  Adams,  C.  J.  Adams, 
Jacob  Adams,  Henry  Myers  and  W.  A.  Myers, 
organized  the  Commercial  Bank  of  Superior,  and 
also  the  Superior  Cattle  Company,  Mr.  Bosserman 
being  made  president  of  the  bank.  The  Com- 
mercial Bank  was  succeeded  by  the  First  National 
Bank  in  July,  1886,  and  of  it  Mr.  Bosserman  has 
been  president  ever  since.  He  is  also  still  con- 
nected with  the  Superior  Cattle  Company.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Masonic  lodge,  also  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  lodge,  which  he  joined  in  1855,  and  was  an 
active  member  in  the  same  for  a  great  many  years. 
He  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party  in  his 
political  views,  and  is  one  of  Superior's  most 
substantial  and  influential  men. 

John  Bowes,  farmer  and  stock- raiser.  Eng- 
land has  furnished  many  representative  men  to 
Nuckolls  County,  but  none  who  are  more  truly 
honored  and  esteemed  than  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  A  brief  outline  of  his  life  will  be  read 
with  interest.  He  was  born  in  Durham  County, 
England,  in  1832,  being  the  fourth  of  eight  chil- 
dren born  to  David  and  Elizabeth  (Gibson)  Bowes, 
both  natives  of  Durham  County,  England.  When 
the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  in  his  fourteenth 
year  his  parents  decided  to  seek  dame  fortune  in 
America,  and  accordingly  turned  their  backs  upon 
their  native  land  and  emigrated  to  the  United 
States,  locating  in  La  Fayette  County.  Wis. 
Here  they  purchased  land,  and  made  their  home 
until  1853,  when  they  moved  to  Iowa  County, 
Wis.  They  purchased  160  acres  of  good  land, 
which  Mr.  Bowes  improved  and  made  a  good  home, 
on  which  he  resided  until  1887,  when  he  closed  his 
eyes  to  the  scenes  of  this  world  forevermore,  leav- 
ing a  widow  who  still  survives,  making  her  home 
on  the  old  homestead  in  Wisconsin.  The  imme- 
diate subject  of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  obtained  his  education  in  the  schools  of  Eng- 
land.      Early  in  life  he  commenced    on  his  own 


responsibility  by  engaging  in  agricultural  pursuits 
in  Iowa  County.  On  August  21,  J  862,  he  took  up 
arms  in  defense  of  his  adopted  country,  enlisting  for 
three  years  in  Company  B,  Thirtieth  Wisconsin 
Infantry,  was  mustered  into  service  at  Madison, 
and  served  under  Gen.  Thomas.  He  was  on  gar- 
rison duty.  He  was  at  Fort  Wadsworth,  Dak., 
during  the  Indian  massacre,  then  went  to  Benton 
Barracks,  then  to  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  reached  this 
last-named  place  after  many  days  of  hard  marching. 
He  was  honorably  discharged  at  Louisville,  Ky. , 
in  September,  1865,  after  which  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  and  the  following 
year  (1866)  led  Miss  Mary  Ann  Hillery  to  the  altar, 
and  they  became  husband  and  wife.  She  was  born  in 
La  Fayette  County,  W' is. ,  a  daughter  of  John  and 
Mary  (Brunskell)  Hillery,  both  of  whom  were 
born  and  reared  in  England,  and  came  to  La 
Fayette  County,  Wis.,  in  1845,  thence  in  1854  to 
Iowa  County,  where  they  cleared  a  farm  and  tilled 
the  soil  until  the  death  of  the  father  in  1869. 
His  widow  survived  until  1872.  After  his  mar 
riage  Mr.  Bowes  took  up  a  farm  of  eighty  acres, 
which  he  improved,  and  in  1885  came  to  Nuckolls 
County  and  located  160  acres  of  partly  improved 
land,  and  here  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He 
has  since  planted  a  good  orchard,  and  devotes  con- 
siderable attention  to  stock-raising.  Although  not 
active  politically,  Mr.  Bowes  always  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Republican  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowes 
are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
are  the  parents  of  two  children,  J.  D.  and  George 
E.  Since  coming  to  this  county,  Mr.  Bowes  has 
always  identified  himself  with  every  move  tending 
to  the  welfare  of  the  community,  contributing  as 
far  as  able  to  all  laudable  public  enterprises. 

Charles  Bowes  is  a  gentleman  who  is  in  every 
way  worthy  to  be  classed  among  the  foremost  of 
the  progressive  and  successful  farmers  and  stock- 
raisers  of  Nuckolls  County.  He  has  resided  here 
since  1881,  moving  from  Wisconsin,  but  originally 
came  from  Durham,  England,  where  he  was  born 
in  1844,  being  the  youngest  of  eighteen  children 
born  to  David  and  Elizabeth  (Gibson)  Bowes,  they 
being  natives  of  Durhamshire,  England.  In  1846 
they  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  La  Fayette 
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County,  Wis. ,  and  although  Mr.  Bowes  was  offered 
forty  acres  of  land  where  the  city  of  Chicago  now 
stands  he  did  not  close  the  bargain.  In  1853  he 
moved  to  Iowa  County,  Wis.,  purchased  some  land 
of  the  Indians,  and  here  made  his  home  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1888.  The  mother  still 
resides  on  this  farm,  and  is  eighty-nine  years  of 
age.  In  the  common  schools  of  Iowa  County, 
Wis.,  Charles  Bowes  acquired  a  fair  knowledge  of 
the  "world  of  books,"  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself.  He 
was  married  there  in  1862,  his  wife,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Ann  Bell,  having  been  born  in  Durham- 
shire,  England,  a  daughter  of  George  and  Sarah 
Bell,  who  came  to  the  United  States  in  1853  and 
settled  in  Grant  County,  Wis. ,  where  the  mother, 
who  is  now  a  widow,  still  resides.  In  1872  Mr. 
Bowes  came  to  Nebraska  and  bought  160  acres  of 
land,  which  he  immediately  began  putting  in  a 
condition  for  tilling.  He  aoon  had  all  necessary 
buildings  erected  and  a  large  orchard  set  out,  and 
this  year  has  planted  a  number  of  trees.  In  addi- 
tion to  tilling  the  soil  he  has  been  engaged  in 
threshing  for  thirty-three  years.  Although  not  an 
active  politician,  he  votes  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alli- 
ance. On  first  locating  here  there  was  only  one 
house  between  his  home  and  the  town  of  Superior, 
but  it  is  now  thickly  settled.  He  has  always  taken 
an  active  part  in  everything  for  the  good  of  the 
county,  and  did  all  in  his  j)ower  to  secure  the  loca- 
tion of  the  county  court-house  at  Nelson.  He  is 
much  pleased  with  the  State  of  Nebraska,  and  ex- 
pects to  make  it  his  home  for  all  time.  His  mar- 
riage has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children  (two 
of  whom  are  deceased):  Sarah  E.  (Mrs.  Overton,  of 
Nelson),  Ann  E.  (Mrs.  Badgley,  of  Kearney 
County,  Neb.),  Martha  M.  (Mrs.  Burnham,  resid- 
ing on  a  farm  in  Nuckolls  County),  Ida  H.  (Mrs. 
Benner,  of  Newcastle,  Wyo.),  Charles  L.,  Oliver 
D.,  George  W.  and  Mary  M.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bowes 
are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church. 

V.  P.  Britts,  a  prominent  agriculturist  of  Elk 
Precinct,  Nuckolls  County,  was  born  in  Montgom 
ery  County,  Ind.,  in  July,  1850,  being  the  oldest 
child  born  to  the  marriage  of  John  and  Mahala 


(Roberts)  Britts,  natives  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky 
respectively.  His  father  was  a  miller  by  occupa- 
tion, and  died  in  Indiana  in  about  1852.  After 
his  death  his  widow  removed  to  Iowa,  in  which 
State  our  subject  grew  to  manhood,  receiving  a 
common-school  education,  and  at  the  age  of  eight- 
een years  commenced  life  on  his  own  responsibili- 
ty as  a  farmer,  in  Guthrie  County.  In  1872  he 
came  to  this  county  but  remained  only  for  a  few 
months  and  then  went  to  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  near  Omaha,  where  he  remained  until  the 
spring  of  1874,  when  he  returned  to  this  county 
and  leased  160  acres  of  school  lands,  and  purchased 
160  acres  more,  which  he  improved  and  sold.  He 
has  since  purchased  680  acres  of  choice  land  in 
this  precinct,  and  cultivates  about  160  acres  of 
this,  having  the  balance  in  pasture.  He  has  taken 
an  active  interest  in  political  matters,  and  affiliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  He  has  served  as 
county  clerk,  and  also  precinct  assessor  for  two 
terms  successively.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason. 
Mr.  Britts  was  married  in  February,  1884,  to 
Miss  Jennie  Graham,  daughter  of  Michael  and 
Charlotte  (Short)  Graham,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  England,  and  one  child  has  been  given 
them,  a  bright  little  girl  named  Mona  L.  Mrs. 
Britts  was  born  in  Canada.  Mr.  Britts  has  been 
unusually  successful  since  locating  here,  is  well 
pleased  with  the  country,  and  expects  to  make  it 
his  permanent  home. 

David  Dunham  Brooks,  farmer  and  stock-raiser. 
Angus,  Neb.  Mr.  Brooks  is  one  of  the  leading 
citizens,  farmers  and  stock-raisers  in  Sherman  Pre- 
cinct, Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  and  resides  on  the 
southeast  quarter  of  Section  28,  one-half  mile  from 
Angus.  He  is  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State,  born 
on  July  28,  1835,  and  is  one  of  nine  children  who 
were  named  as  follows :  Almond  D.  (resides  in  Sher- 
man Precinct  and  is  a  farmer  by  occupation),  Cyn- 
thia (deceased),  Sylvester  H.  (deceased),  Daniel  A. 
(resides  in  Pulaski  County,  Ky. ,  and  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation),  Lucretia  (deceased),  Lydia  (residing  in 
Moultrie  County,  111. ;  she  married  a  man  by  the 
name  of  Shocky,  who  was  accidentally  shot  and  she 
afterward  married  a  Mr.  Wheeler,  a  native  of  Ten- 
and   a  farmer    by  occupation),   Maria  (de- 
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ceased),  David  D. ,  and  F.  Marion  (who  enlisted  in 
the  Fortieth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  Company 
E,  during  the  late  Rebellion  and  was  killed).  The 
father  of  these  childi'en  was  a  native  of  Vermont, 
and  was  a  lawyer  by  profession.  The  mother  was 
of  German  descent.  Neither  are  living.  David  D. 
Brooks  was  married  in  Madison  County,  Ohio,  on 
January  2,  1866,  to  Miss  Olive  M.  Bidwell.  He 
had  limited  educational  advantages,  not  having  at- 
tended the  subscription  schools  more  than  three 
months  altogether,  but  by  observation  and  study 
later  in  life,  has  become  a  thoroughly-posted  man  on 
all  the  current  topics  of  the  day.  Mr.  Brooks  was 
left  an  orphan  at  the  age  of  eight  years,  and  was 
reared  with  none'of  the  home  comforts  to  cheer  his 
boyish  heart.  But  God,  in  His  infinite  wisdom  and 
benevolence,  has  taken  him  as  in  the  hollow  of  His 
hand  and  has  kept  him  all  these  intervening  years, 
and  placed  him  upon  the  high  plane  of  prosperity 
and  honor.  Mrs.  Brooks  was  born  July  28,  1842, 
on  the  same  day  of  the  month  and  in  the  same 
house  where  her  husband  was  born  seven  years 
previously.  She  received  a  good  education  in  the 
common  schools  and  also  attended  the  high-schools 
of  London,  Madison  County,  Ohio.  Mr.  Brooks 
made  Indiana  his  home  until  twenty-one  years 
of  age  and  during  that  time  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  On  July  21,  1861,  he  en- 
listed in  Company  K,  Twenty-sixth  Ohio  In- 
fantry, Second  Division  and  Fourth  Army  Corps, 
from  Madison  County,  and  was  assigned  to  the 
Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  mustered  into 
service  at  Camp  Chase,  and  was  immediately  sent 
to  the  front.  His  regiment  was  engaged  in  the 
following  battles:  Perry ville,  Ky.,  Murfreesboro, 
Tenn.  (where  he  was  under  Gen.  Kosencrans), 
Pittsburg  Landing  or  Shiloh,  Corinth,  Chicka- 
mauga.  Lookout  Mountain,  Tnnnell  Hill,  Resaca, 
Dalton,  Kingston,  Kenesaw  Mouutain.  Atlanta, 
Lovejoy  Station,  the  two-days'  battle  of  Nash- 
ville and  also  in  many  smaller  engagements.  He 
never  received  a  wound,  but  often  had  his  cloth- 
ing perforated  with  bullets,  and  although  he  en- 
listed as  a  private,  so  marked  was  his  bravery  and 
so  thorough  was  his  discipline  that  he  was  gradually 
promoted  to  the  position  of  first  lieutenant  in  his 


company.  He  was  the  only  officer  left  to  muster 
out  his  company  at  the  close  of  the  war.  This  is 
only  another  example  to  indicate  what  integrity 
and  general  worth  will  accomplish.  The  Fourth 
Army  Corps  was  sent  to  Texas  after  cessation  of 
hostilities  to  settle  the  Mexican  trouble,  and  while 
there  the  troops  were  mustered  out  of  service  and 
honorably  discharged  at  Victoria  on  October  21, 
1865.  They  then  returned  to  Columbus,  Ohio, 
where  the  brave  defenders  of  the  Union  received 
their  pay  and  went  to  their  homes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brooks  emigrated  to  Harrison  County,  Mo.,  and 
after  a  residence  there  of  six  years,  or  until  1872, 
they  moved  to  Nebraska,  where  they  entered  160 
acres  of  land.  The  country  was  new  and  unsettled, 
the  closest  market  was  at  Beatrice,  Neb.,  a  distance 
of  eighty  miles  fi-om  Mr.  Brook's  home,  and  the 
nearest  blacksmith  shop  was  nine  miles  away. 
When  they  landed  in  this  county,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Brooks  were  the  possessors  of  thi'ee  cents,  all  the 
money  they  had  in  the  world,  and  while  Mr. 
Brooks  broke  the  virgin  soil,  his  wife  planted  the 
corn.  The  trials  and  vicissitudes  which  they  ex- 
perienced can  hardly  be  imagined.  They  have 
witnessed  the  gradual  growth  of  the  country  from 
its  primitive  condition  to  its  present  state  of  pros- 
perity and  have  been  identified  with  its  interests  in 
every  worthy  particular.  He  is  a  stanch  Repub- 
lican, casting  his  first  presidential  vote  for  the  hon- 
ored and  lamented  Abraham  Lincoln  during  the 
first  administration,  and  was  present  in  Illinois 
when  Lincoln  and  Douglas  held  their  great  debates. 
He  also  heard  Lincoln  plead  in  the  courts  of  Illinois. 
Mr.  Brooks  is  recognized  as  the  leading  citizen  and 
stalwart  of  his  precinct,  and  holds  the  high  and 
very  responsible  position  of  commissioner  of  the 
county  of  Nuckolls,  having  entire  control  of  the 
northeastern  part  of  the  county.  This  position  is 
one  of  the  most  important  and  difficult  to  satis- 
factorily fill  in  the  county.  All  the  officers  are  to 
be  governed  by  the  commissioners,  all  settlements, 
all  accounts,  contracts,  all  public  buildings,  the 
quarters  for  the  county  court  and  all  places  of 
lodgment  for  paupers  and  prisoners  is  to  be  the  work 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  county.  The  present 
board  of  commissioners   of  Nuckolls  County  have 
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exclusive  charge  of  the  erection  of  the  large  and 
commodious  court-house,  costing  when  completed, 
135,000.  Mr.  Brooks  has  held  this  important  posi- 
tion for  five  years.  He  has,  indeed,  been  identified 
with  his  own  precinct's  interests  at  all  times,  and 
has  taken  an  exalted  stand  for  education  and  re- 
ligion. He  and  Mrs.  Brooks  are  devout  members 
of  the  Evangelical  Church,  and  Mr.  Brooks  has 
been  class  leader  for  twelve  years.  They  have 
helped  build  up  the  Sunday-school,  and  are  at  the 
head  of  all  good  religious  work.  Mr.  Brooks  has 
held  the  office  of  treasurer  for  eight  years  in  the 
schools,  and  has  decided  opinions  in  regard  to  good 
and  competent  instructors  being  employed.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  George  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  15, 
at  Nelson,  Neb.,  is  also  a  member  of  the  Alliance, 
and  his  opinion  is,  that  if  they  hold  together  and 
not  mix  with  politics,  they  will  accomplish  much 
good.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Brooks  expect  to  make  their 
future  home  in  Nebraska,  where  they  have  many 
warm  friends  and  admirers,  and  where  they  have 
accumulated  a  neat  competency  for  the  remainder 
of  their  lives.  They  came  to  this  State  with  little 
or  nothing,  and  now  they  are  possessed  of  means 
which  x^lace  them  in  easy  and  comfortable  circum- 
stances. They  are  noted  for  their  kind  acts,  and 
generous  donations  to  churches,  etc.,  and  are  held 
in  the  highest  esteem  by  their  friends  for  their 
sound  Christian  principles  and  sterling  integrity 
and  worth. 

John  Bruce,  of  Beaver  Township,  Nuckolls 
County,  is  entitled  to  that  representation  in  any 
worthy  history  of  the  community,  which  is  due 
industry,  prudence  and  a  lifetime  of  earnest  effort 
intelligently  applied.  To  the  historian  of  the  pres- 
ent, so  accustomed  to  refer  to  the  career  of  men  in 
the  ordinary  walks  of  life,  it  is  a  pleasure  to  speak 
of  one  modest  and  unassuming  in  manner,  yet  ]pos- 
sessing,  to  a  marked  degree,  those  qualities  and 
characteristics  which,  without  doubt,  demonstrate 
him  to  be  above  the  average  in  honorable  business 
ability  and  sagacity,  and  of  unusual  enterprise  and 
progressive  spirit.  John  Bruce  was  born  in  Can- 
ada March  4,  1841,  and  is,  therefore,  just  in  the 
prime  of  life.  His  father  was  James  Bruce,  and 
his  mother,  like  her  husband,  a  native  of  Vermont. 


was,  before  her  marriage.  Miss  Lucinda  Sweatt. 
Early  in  their  married  life  the  young  couple  moved 
to  Canada,  with  the  expectation  of  making  that 
country  their  permanent  home,  but  existing  cir- 
cumstances necessitated  a  change  from  this  pur- 
pose, and  before  a  great  while  had  elapsed  they 
again  became  citizens  of  the  United  States,  making  a 
settlement  in  Waushara  County,  Wis.  There  the  hus- 
band and  father  (for  during  this  time  seven  children 
had  gladdened  the  happy  home)  continued  to  reside 
for  thirty  one  years,  passing  away  after  an  active, 
busy  life,  on  August  21,  1877.  His  loving  com- 
panion survived  this  separation  until  March  18, 
1881,  when  she,  too,  was  called  to  her  fijaal  home. 
Mr.  Bruce,  in  his  political  preferences,  was  a  Dem- 
ocrat until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  but  at  this 
time  his  views  and  tendencies  underwent  a  change, 
and  afterward  until  his  death  he  was  found  warmly 
supporting  Republican  principles.  Their  seven 
children  were  five  sons:  John,  David,  Arthur, 
Augustus  and  Wallace,  and  two  daughters:  Hes- 
ter and  Freelove,  three  of  whom  are  deceased. 
Hester  and  David  died  at  home,  and  Augustus 
died  in  the  army,  and  his  body  was  brought  home 
and  laid  to  rest.  While  his  parents  were  living  in 
Canada,  John  Bruce  made  his  appearance  in  the 
world,  the  routine  of  every- day  life  having  but  lit- 
tle attractions  for  him  until  the  family  had  become 
located  in  Wisconsin.  There  he  familiarized  him- 
self with  the  duties  nearest  home,  passing  the  days 
of  his  boyhood  and  early  youth  uneventfully,  until 
the  call  to  arms  aroused  his  patriotism.  Early  in 
the  strife,  in  1861,  he  enlisted  in  Company  A,  Thir- 
ty-second Wisconsin  Volunteers,  and  almost  at 
once  was  made  to  serve  on  detached  duty,  in  which 
capacity  he  remained  until  the  close  of  the  war, 
serving  with  Sherman  on  his  memorable  march  to 
the  sea,  and  taking  part  in  the  grand  review  at 
Washington.  This  experience  in  the  life  of  Mr. 
Bruce  is  by  no  means  an  unimportant  feature  of 
his  honorable  career.  Upon  receiving  his  dis- 
charge he  turned  his  face  toward  the  old  home  in 
Wisconsin,  and  continued  to  be  occupied  there 
until  1868,  when  he  moved  to  Missouri  for  what 
was  destined  to  be  a  two-years'  stay.  In  1870  he 
entered  Kansas,  at  a  time  when,  so  new  was  the 
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country,  buffalo,  deer  and  wild  animals  of  almost 
all  descriptions  roamed  the  prairies  in  undisputed 
freedom;  and  it  was  a  source  of  no  little  enjoy- 
ment to  indulge  in  frequent  hunting  expeditions. 
Four  years  later  he  manifested  good  judgment  and 
foresight  by  coming  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb., 
where  his  successful  and  upright  course  has  since 
contributed  to  render  him  well  and  favorably 
known.  The  excellent  homestead  of  160  acres 
upon  which  he  resides  is  well  improved,  and  in 
addition  to  agricultural  pursuits  in  general,  he  is 
devoting  considerable  attention  to  raising  and  feed- 
ing stock.  Other  interests  besides  those  mentioned 
have  occupied  him  to  some  extent,  he  having  been 
one  of  live  to  organize  the  Farmers'  Bank  &  Loan 
Company  at  Superior,  where  his  shrewd  mind  and 
keen  business  ability  were  called  into  active  play. 
In  1869  Mr.  Bruce  was  married  to  Miss  Sarah 
Miltimore,  in  Wisconsin,  though  she  was  originally 
from  Canada.  After  a  happy  wedded  life,  Mrs. 
Bruce  died,  leaving  four  small  children,  three  of 
whom,  Frank,  Augustus  and  Cora,  still  survive, 
but  the  eldest,  Ettie,  died  in  the  fall  of  1885. 
June  24,  1SS2,  Mr.  Bruce  took  for  his  second  wife 
Miss  Zilphia  A.  Bruce,  an  estimable  lady,  daugh- 
ter of  Nathaniel  Bruce.  Two  bright,  interesting 
children  have  blessed  their  union:  Ava  and  Hazel. 
Mr.  Bruce  is  a  Eepublican,  politically,  and  has 
shown  his  social  disposition  by  uniting  with  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.,  A.  O.  U.  W.  and  the  G.  A.  R.,  belong- 
ing to  Abe  Lincoln  Post  No.  63,  of  this  latter  or- 
ganization. He  and  his  family  enjoy  the  unbounded 
respect  of  all  who  are  favored  with  their  acquaint- 
ance. 

Arthur  Bryan,  one  of  the  most  successful  agri- 
culturists and  stockmen  of  this  section,  was  born  in 
Jones  County,  Iowa,  September  27,  1851.  His 
father,  John  Bryan,  was  born  and  raised  in  Ohio, 
and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Rosanna  Walston, 
also  an  Ohioan  by  birth,  and  the  daughter  of  Leb- 
anon Walston.  In  1850  Mr.  Bryan  moved  to  Jones 
County,  Iowa,  being  among  the  early  settlers  of 
that  country,  took  up  land  and  made  a  good 
home  there,  which  he  afterward  sold,  and  then 
moved  to  Greene  County.  Here  he  made  a  good 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death,  in  1883, 


leaving  a  widow,  who  now  makes  her  home  in* 
Ohio.  Arthur  Bryan  is  the  second  son  and  the 
third  in  order  of  birth  of  a  family  of  five  children, 
all  of  whom  are  still  living,  and  heads  of  families. 
He  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native  county,  receiv 
ing  a  good  common-school  education.  He  left  his 
home  in  1872,  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  to  start 
in  life  on  his  own  account,  and  on  November  21, 
1872,  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Abagail  D. 
Williams,  daughter  of  William  Williams,  of  Cedar 
County,  Iowa,  in  which  county  she  was  born, 
reared  and  received  her  education.  For  a  few 
years  after  his  marriage  Mr.  Bryan  farmed  in 
Iowa,  and  then,  in  1879,  he  sold  out  and  moved  to 
Nebraska,  purchasing  the  land  on  which  he  now 
lives.  He  owns  160  acres  of  good  land,  all  of 
which  he  has  fenced  and  cross-fenced  into  pasture, 
meadow  and  plow  land,  and  on  this  have  been 
erected  a  good  residence,  with  basement,  a  good 
barn,  neat  and  substantial  out-buildings,  etc.  Since 
coming  to  Nebraska  Mr.  Bryan  has  made  a  busi- 
ness of  feeding  and  shipping  a  bunch  of  cattle  and 
hogs  each  year;  this  year  he  is  feeding  over  100 
steers  and  about  120  hogs.  Mr.  Bryan  is  a  vet- 
erinary surgeon,  and  devotes  considerable  time  to 
this  business,  and  is  usually  very  successful.  He 
also  practiced  in  Iowa.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Bryan  are 
the  parents  of  foui'  children,  but  two  of  whom — 
Ernest  and  Arthur — are  now  living;  Blanche  died 
in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  in  the  fall  of  1879,  in  her 
fifth  year,  and  the  other  child  died  in  infancy. 

J.  M.  Campbell  is  a  successful  real  estate  dealer 
of  Nelson,  Neb.,  and  is  a  member  of  the  law  firm 
of  Campbell  &  Sutherland.  He  was  born  in  Mon- 
roe County,  Ind.,  in  1845,  and  until  seventeen  years 
of  age  made  his  native  State  his  home,  removing  at 
that  time  to  Iowa,  where  he,  in  1863,  joined  the 
Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  serving  un- 
til July,  1865,  when  he  was  discharged  at  Louisville^ 
Ky.  He  was  in  the  engagements  at  Snake  Creek 
Gap,  Kingston,  Altoona  Pass,  besides  some  severe 
skirmishes,  and  the  most  of  this  time  served  as  or- 
derly. After  the  war  Mr.  Campbell  located  in  Clark 
County,  Iowa,  but  in  187J  came  to  the  State  of 
Nebraska,  to  found  a  home  for  himself  and  family. 
He  took  up  a  soldier's  homestead,  which   he  im- 
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proved,  and  lived  on  for  fourteen  years,  then  sold 
his  farm  and  moved  to  Nelson,  where  he  embarked 
in  the  real  estate  and  loan  business,  which  has  for 
years  been  in  a  very  prosperous  condition.  He  is 
the  agent  for  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River 
Railroad,  and  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of  fine  land 
adjoining  Nelson.  Mr.  Campbell  is  doing  a  solid 
and  conservative  business,  and  buys  and  sells  all 
manner  of  property,  improved  and  unimproved, 
and  commands  the  confidence  of  the  public  in  a 
marked  degree.  He  is  a  Republican  in  his  polit- 
ical views,  and  has  served  as  commissioner  of  Nuck 
oils  County  one  term.  He  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  R. , 
holding  membership  in  the  lodge  at  Edgar,  Neb., 
and  he  is  also  a  stanch  member  of  the  K.  of  P., 
and  is  a  prominent  member  of  the  Nuckolls  County 
Improvement  Association.  He  was  married  in 
Clark  County,  Iowa,  to  Miss  Alice  Farley,  but  he 
was  called  upon  to  mourn  her  death  in  1888.  He 
has  since  wedded  Miss  EUa  McCracken,  by  whom 
he  has  one  son,  Paul.  His  fir.st  wife  bore  him  four 
children:  Clarence,  William  (deceased),  Fannie  and 
Eva.  Mr.  Campbell  is  a  son  of  J.  M.  and  Eliza- 
beth (Burton)  Campbell,  who  were  born  in  Ken- 
tucky and  Indiana,  respectively.  The  father  re- 
moved to  Indiana,  thence  to  Iowa,  where  he  died. 
They  had  two  children,  the  other  son  being  John, 
now  judge  of  the  district  court  at  Colorado  Springs. 
A.  Chenoweth,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  living 
on  Section  22,  Town  3,  Range  (i,  Blaine  Township. 
Mr.  Chenoweth  has  been  identified  with  the  agri- 
cultural affairs  of  Nuckolls  County  since  1872,  at 
which  time  he  came  to  this  county  and  took  up  a 
homestead  of  eighty  acres  of  land  about  five  miles 
east  of  where  he  now  lives.  This  land  he  im- 
proved and  three  years  afterward  sold  it,  and  then 
purchased  160  acres  of  fine  land  on  the  South 
Fork  of  the  Elk  Creek,  which  he  has-  since  con- 
verted into  a  good,  well- improved  farm,  on  which 
he  is  now  living.  He  came  to  Nebraska  in  the 
early  days  of  its  history,  and  has  thus  witnessed 
the  complete  development  of  the  county,  and  ex- 
pects to  spend  the  remainder  of  his  days  here. 
He  came  originally  from  Illinois,  having  opened 
his  eyes  to  this  world  in  Logan  County,  that 
State,  in  January,   1819.      His   parents,  Noah  and 


Eliza  A.  (Wiley)  Chenoweth,  both  of  whom  were 
born  in  Ohio,  had  a  family  of  eight  children,  our 
subject  being  the  seventh  in  order  of  birth.  His 
father  grew  to  manhood  in  the  "Buckeye  State," 
later  engaging  in  farming  in  Illinois,  where  he  died 
in  1871.  The  mother  is  still  living  and  makes  her 
home  with  our  subject.  A.  Chenoweth  attended 
the  common  schools  of  his  native  State  until  he 
had  reached  his   nineteenth  year,  when  he  began 

:  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer  in  Illinois,  continuing 
there  in  that  occupation  until  1872,  when  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  where  he  has  been  very  successful, 
and  is  now  numbered  among  the  substantial 
farmers  of  this  county.  In  politics  Mr.  Cheno- 
weth is  a  stanch  Republican.  He  is  a  member 
and  junior  warden  of  Blue  Lodge  No.  77,  A. 
F.  &  A.  M. ,  and  belongs  to  Edgar  Chapter,  R. 
A.  M. ,  also  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  the  Eastern 
Star,   Nelson,  Neb. 

Addison  C.  Churchill,  the  subject  of  this  sketch, 
was  born  July  2,  1850,  to  Samuel  C.  and  Sophia 
(Gunn)  Churchill,  who  were  born,  the  father  in 
Oneida,  and  the  mother  in  Chenango  County,  N. 
Y.,  and  each  was  reared  to  mature  years  in  the 
State  of    their  birth.      After  their  marriage  they 

I  removed  to  the  Keystone  State,  and  later  located 
in  Fayette  County,  Iowa,  where,  in  1883,  the 
mother  died.  Mr.  Churchill  is  one  of  four  living 
children,   the   eldest    of   whom    is    B.    F.,   now    a 

j  resident  of  Nuckolls  County,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
man. The  second  is  Mrs.  Emily  Woods,  now  re- 
siding in  Fayette,  Iowa.  The  third  is  A.  C, 
and  the  fourth  is  Mrs.  Mary  Montgomery,  whose 
husband,  Edwin  S.  Montgomery,  died  in  Fayette, 
Iowa,  in  1885.  This  sister  Mary  and  her  little 
daughter.  Oasis,  keeja  the  house  and  make  a  home 
for  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  he,  unfortunately, 
being  a  bachelor.  Mr.  Churchill  graduated  in  the 
scientific  course,  from  the  Upper  Iowa  University,  in 
1876,  and  for  the  two  years  following  taught  in  the 
public  schools  of  Iowa.  He  moved  to  Nuckolls  Coun- 
ty, Neb.,  in  the  spring  of  1878,  and  settled  in  Elk 
Precinct,  near  the  Little  Blue  River,  where  he  lived 
till  1882,  when  he  moved  to  his  present  home  in 
Hardy  Precinct.  He  is  now  the  owner  of  480  acres 
of  as  good  land  as  there  is  in  the  county  and  his  land 
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is  well  improved  in  many  ways,  a  large  grove  and 
promising  orchard  being  noticeable  features.  He 
also  holds  under  lease  1, 120  acres  of  Scully  land  ad- 
joining his  farm,  part  of  which  is  under  cultivation 
but  mostly  in  fenced  pasture.  This  fine  farm  is 
dotted  with  tenant  houses,  in  which  families  live 
who  till  the  650  acres  of  cultivated  ground.  Mr. 
Churchill  besides  being  one  of  the  foremost  farm- 
ers of  this  section  of  the  country  is  also  an  ex- 
tensive stockman,  and  on  his  place  may  be  seen, 
at  any  time,  from  200  to  500  head  of  cattle.  At 
the  time  of  this  writing  180  fine  fat  beeves  and  200 
or  300  fat  hogs  lounge  about  his  feed  lots,  too 
comfortable  to  do  more  than  grunt  their  satisfac- 
tion. Mr.  Churchill  is  a  wide-awake  and  enterpris- 
ing gentleman,  as  most  native  New  Yorkers  are,  and 
since  his  advent  in  this  county  has  become  widely 
known  as  an  honorable  business  man,  as  well  as  a 
social  and  agreeable  gentleman.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Nebraska  No.  921, 
and  since  coming  to  the  State  has  done  his  full 
share  in  promoting  every  interest  of  the  county. 
Judge  Thomas  P.  Coin,  an  old  and  honored 
citizen  of  Superior,  Neb.,  and  ex- judge  and  ex- 
school  superintendent  of  Nuckolls  County,  owes 
his  nativity  to  Indiana,  his  birth  occurring  in  Car- 
roll County,  September  10,  1835.  His  parents, 
John  W.  and  Charlotte  (Mundy)  Coin,  were  na- 
tives of  Botetourt  County,  Va. ,  and  both  were 
graduates  of  the  Virginia  University.  They  set- 
tled in  Carroll  County,  Ind.,  in  1833,  and  became 
the  parents  of  twelve  children,  eight  of  whom  were 
sons,  but  only  two  of  whom  are  now  living.  The 
mother  died  January  25,  1844,  and  the  father  re- 
ceived his  final  summons  August  9,  1849.  Judge 
Thomas  P.  Coin  was  but  eight  years  of  age  when 
his  mother  died,  and  but  thirteen  when  he  was  left 
fatherless.  At  ten  years  of  age  he  accompanied 
his  father  to  Cass  County,  Ind.,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  latter  made  his  home  with  an  uncle, 
in  the  latter  county,  until  twenty-one  years  of  age. 
At  the  age  of  fourteen  he  entered  a  seminary  at 
Camden,  Ind. ,  and  at  the  early  age  of  sixteen  he 
took  up  the  vocation  of  a  teacher.  From  that  time 
until  he  was  twenty  he  taught  school  and  attended 
the  Camden  Seminary  alternately,  completing  the 


full  course  in  that  institution.  In  the  fall  of  1856 
he  came  westward  to  Wapello,  Iowa,  and  for  one 
year  had  charge  of  the  schools  at  Blakesburg,  of 
that  county.  While  there,  April  9,  1857,  he  was 
married  to  Miss  Rebecca  Johnston,  the  daughter 
of  John  and  Miriam  (Tennis)  Johnston,  of  Blakes- 
burg, and  sister  of  Allen  Johnston,  of  Ottumwa, 
Iowa,  who  is  known  throughout  the  world  as  the 
inventor  of  the  ruffling  attachment  for  sewing 
machines.  Soon  after  his  marriage.  Judge  Coin 
removed  to  Chariton,  Lucas  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  was  principal  of  the  schools  for  one  year,  and 
at  the  same  time  studied  law  with  Capt.  James 
Baker.  After  his  school  closed  he  continued  his 
law  studies,  and  in  1859  was  admitted  to  the  bar, 
at  Osceola,  Iowa.  He  then  entered  upon  the  prac- 
tice of  law  at  Chariton.  In  1861  he  entered  the 
service  of  the  Union  army,  as  quartermaster,  with 
Gen.  Edwards'  Independent  Iowa  Regiment,  and 
continued  in  the  same  capacity  until  the  regiment 
disbanded,  in  the  following  fall.  In  the  spring  of 
1862  he  entered  the  regular  service,  in  Company 
K,  Thirty-fourth  Iowa  Regiment,  and  participated 
in  Sherman's  defeat  at  Vicksburg,  also  the  battle 
of  Arkansas.  In  the  spring  of  1863  he  received 
an  honorable  discharge,  after  which  he  returned  to 
his  home  in  Chariton.  In  1864  he  removed  to 
Boone  County,  Iowa,  and  there  resumed  the  pro- 
fession of  a  teacher,  to  which  his  natural  tastes 
drew  him.  He  resided  in  that  county  xintil  1879, 
and  devoted  his  attention  to  teaching  during  the 
whole  time,  with  the  exception  of  four  years,  from 
January,  1872,  until  January,  1876,  during  which 
time  he  served  as  county  superintendent  of  Boone 
County.  In  1879  he  removed  to  Nebraska,  and 
located  at  Superior,  where  he  resumed  the  practice 
of  law.  At  this  he  continued  until  1884,  when  he 
resigned  his  practice  to  take  charge  of  the  office  of 
county  judge,  to  which  position  he  had  been  elected 
in  the  fall  of  1883.  He  served  one  term  of  two 
years.  During  his  term  of  office  as  judge  and 
superintendent,  he  resided  at  Nelson,  Neb.,  and 
while  there  his  wife  died,  February  21,  18S7.  On 
November  6,  1887,  he  was  married  to  Mrs.  Gertrude 
Livingston,  of  Nelson,  Neb.  She  was  born  at  Mar- 
tinsville. Ind. ,  and  was  the  daughter  of  Stephen 
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and  Miranda  (Grain)  McCracken,  who  were  natives 
of  North  Carolina  and  Ohio,  respectively.  By 
profession  she  is  a  musician,  for  which  she  pos- 
sesses much  natural  ability,  and  for  twelve  years 
has  been  an  instructor  of  music.  She  is  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Indianapolis  Conservatory  of  Music.  In 
1888  Judge  Coin  returned  to  Superior,  and  he  and 
wife  have  since  occupied  a  very  neat  home  in  the 
northern  part  of  the  city.  At  present  the  Judge 
is  a  member  of  the  faculty  of  the  city  schools,  be- 
ing principal  of  the  North  Ward  School.  By  his 
first  marriage  Judge  Coin  became  the  father  of 
seven  children:  Clara,  Clement  C,  Laura,  Ina, 
Minnie,  Orin  and  Gene,  of  whom  Clement  C.  is 
deceased.  To  his  last  marriage  has  been  born 
one  child,  ParkM.,  whose  birth  occurred  August 
10,  1888.  Judge  Coin  and  wife  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  are  active 
workers  in  the  same.  He  is  a  Eoyal  Arch  Mason, 
and  is  president  of  the  Supreme  Lodge  of  the  Or- 
der of  Delphians,  of  which  order  he  is  the  author 
and  originator.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 
To  the  present  wife  of  Judge  Coin  is  due  the  credit 
for  having  set  on  foot  the  movement  which  led  to 
the  establishment  of  the  Superior  Conservatory, 
which  promises  to  become  one  of  the  leading  edu- 
cational institutions  of  the  city,  and  of  which  she 
is  one  of  the  principal  instructors. 

T.  W.  Cole  has  been  a  law  practitioner  of  Nel- 
son, Neb.,  since  1888,  and  since  October  of  that 
year  he  has  also  been  connected  with  the  Gazette, 
one  of  the  best  and  newsiest  journals  of  the  State. 
Mr.  Cole's  mother  State  is  Wisconsin,  where  he 
was  born  in  1859,  and  where  he  was  reared  to 
manhood  and  educated.  He  first  attended  the 
school  in  Washington  County,  but  later  finished 
his  literary  education  in  the  high  school  at  West 
Bend,  and  also  at  the  Chicago  high  schools.  In 
his  desire  to  become  a  lawyer,  he  had  always  been 
enthusiastic,  and  in  process  of  time  he  began  his 
legal  studies  in  the  capital  of  his  native  State,  but 
was  first  admitted  to  the  bar  in  Washington  Coun- 
ty. He  afterward  jjracticed  seven  years  in  Colby, 
Clark  County,  Wis.  Then,  as  above  stated,  he 
made  a  change  of  base  to  Nebraska,  and  in  Nuck- 
olls County  he  has  become  a  leading  light  among 


his  legal  brethren.  He  is  a  young  man  of  excel- 
lent parts,  and  his  energies  are  bent  toward  mak- 
ing a  success  of  his  present  calling,  his  efforts  giv- 
ing every  promise  of  succeeding.  While  still  a 
resident  of  West  Bend,  Wis. ,  his  marriage  to  Miss 
Angle  Warren  was  celebrated,  and  one  child  has 
blessed  their  union — Vivian.  Mr.  Cole's  parents, 
Gregory  and  Catherine  (Cole)  Cole,  were  born  in 
England  and  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.,  respectively,  and 
were  second  cousins.  The  father  is  still  living,  a 
worthy  tiller  of  the  soil,  but  the  mother  has  been 
deceased  for  some  years.  They  reared  a  family  of 
ten  children. 

Lewis  Coles,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nora, 
Neb.  Mr.  Coles,  a  representative  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  this  county,  was  born  in  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  in  1853,  and  was  the  seventh  of  nine 
children,  the  result  of  the  union  of  Benjamin  and 
Sarah  (Matson)  Coles,  natives  also  of  the  Buck- 
eye State.  The  father  was  a  blacksmith  and  gun- 
smith by  trade,  and  continued  this  in  the  State  of 
Ohio  until  1855,  when  he  moved  to  Warren  Coun- 
ty, Iowa.  There  he  settled  on  a  farm  and  engaged 
in  milling,  following  this  occupation  for  about  ten 
years,  until  in  May,  1880,  when  he  settled  in  Su- 
perior and  engaged  in  gunsmithing.  In  1888  he 
moved  to  Nora,  and  there  his  death  occurred  on 
April  18,  1890.  The  mother  now  resides  with  her 
children,  those  living  being  named  as  follows:  El- 
len (now  Mrs.  Hall,  of  Warren  County,  Iowa,  on  the 
homestead),  Polly  (now  Mrs.  Garbison,  of  Warren 
County,  Iowa),  J.  F.  (married  and  resides  in  Oak 
Township),  Rachel  L.  (now  Mrs.  Dunn,  of  Franklin 
County,  Neb.),  Lewis,  E.  J.  (married  and  resides 
in  Nora  Township),  S.  P.  (married  and  resides  in 
this  township).  Lewis  Coles  was  reared  to  farm 
life,  was  favored  with  such  educational  advantages 
as  the  district  schools  afforded,  and  later  learned 
the  blacksmith's  trade,  which  he  has  followed  much 
of  the  time  since  coming  to  Nebraska.  Mr.  Coles 
was  married  in  Warren  County,  Iowa,  in  1874,  to 
Miss  Maria  C.  McKinney,  a  native  of  West  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  daughter  of  W.  H.  and  Mary  (Tay- 
lor) McKinney,  natives  of  the  Old  Dominion  also. 
Mr.  Coles  came  to  this  State  in  1879,  and  is  the 
owner  of  108  acres  of  good  land.      The  town  site 
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was  located  on  Mr.  Coles'  land,  and  the  town  cona- 
pany  purchased  fifty-seven  acres  of  his  eiglity 
acres  on  Section  10.  He  takes  an  active  inter- 
est in  politics,  and  votes  with  the  Republican  party.  [ 
He  and  wife  and  oldest  daughters  are  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Nora.  Their 
union  has  been  blessed  by  the  birth  of  six  children: 
Nancy,  Adaline,  Annie  Bell,  Winnie  Myrtle,  Harry 
Olan,  Amy  Maria  and  Raymon  L.  When  he  first 
settled  in  this  State,  Mr.  Coles'  nearest  market, 
Edgar,  was  sixteen  miles  distant,  but  he  now  has 
a  good  market  on  his  farm,  and  everything  is  con- 
venient and  handy. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Coppock,  Section  28,  Beaver 
Township,  Nuckolls  County.  In  1873,  when  im- 
migration first  commenced  to  set  in  to  Nebraska, 
there  came  to  this  county  from  Ohio  a  family  con- 
sisting of  a  man  and  wife  and  three  children. 
They  came  with  the  expectation  of  subduing  the 
rough  prairie,  and  making  a  comfortable  home,  and 
how  well  they  succeeded  shall  be  told  later.  The 
country  at  that  time  was  entirely  new;  the  prairies 
abounded  with  antelope,  wolves  and  other  wild 
game ;  only  seven  school  children,  including  the  three 
mentioned  in  the  beginning  of  the  sketch,  conld  be 
found.  This  pioneer  family  comprised  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Coppock  and  their  three  children.  Mr.  Coppock  was 
a  very  active  and  enterprising  man,  ambitious  to 
make  a  good  comfortable  home  in  which  to  rear  his 
children  and  pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  with  the 
loving  companion  of  his  joys  and  sorrows.  He  took 
up  100  acres  of  good  land  on  the  Republican  River, 
about  two  miles  from  Superior,  and  his  hopes  were 
just  beginning  to  be  realized  when  in  1882  death 
removed  him,  leaving  his  widow  and  children  to 
fight  life's  battles  alone,  in  a  strange  country,  as 
yet  but  thinly  inhabited.  A  great  many  people  in 
Mrs.  Coppock' s  place  would  have  become  dis- 
couraged, but  possessing  an  unusual  amount  of 
determination  as  well  as  business  tact  and  ability, 
she  set  to  work  alone  to  carry  out  her  husband's 
plans.  She  assumed  entire  charge  of  the  farm, 
and  she  conducted  it  successfully.  Within  the 
last  year  she  has  erected  a  large  two-story  residence 
and  a  good  barn,  and  has  otherwise  improved  the 
place.      Beautified  by  evergreens,  shrubbery,  roses 


and  flowers  of  every  description,  her  home  is  one 
of  the  most  beautiful  and  desirable  in  the  town- 
ship, while  an  orchard  of  some  200  apple  trees, 
besides  a  quantity  of  small  fruit,  waving  fields  of 
grain,  well  filled  cribs  and  cattle  sheds,  etc.,  give 
the  place  a  look  of  thrift  and  prosperity  rarely  ex- 
ceeded. She  was  married  to  Mr.  Coppock  in  Ohio, 
in  1862,  and  their  wedded  life  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  five  children:  Charles,  Ida  (now  Mrs.  Frank 
Warton),  Frank,  Edwin  and  Grace.  Her  maiden 
name  was  Miss  Sarah  Jane  Enyeart,  and  she  was  a 
daughter  of  John  and  Lydia  Enyeart,  both  of 
whom  were  born  and  spent  their  lives  in  Ohio.  Mr. 
Coppock  was  born  in  Miami  County,  Ohio,  in  1834, 
and  was  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Annie  E.  (Cathern)  Cop- 
pock, who  reared  a  family  of  ten  children,  all  but 
one  of  whom  are  now  deceased.  Mrs.  Coppock  is  a 
consistent  member  of  the  Christian  Church.  She 
is  a  modest,  unassuming  lady,  and  has  won  the  con- 
fidence and  respect  of  the  entire  community. 

B.  F.  Corman,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nel- 
son, Neb.  The  name  that  heads  this  sketch  is 
that  of  one  of  the  well-known  residents  of  Nora  Pre- 
cinct, who,  like  many  other  settlers  in  the  county, 
came  originally  from  the  Keystone  State,  where 
his  birth  occurred,  in  Centre  County,  in  1845. 
His  parents,  Mikel  and  Susan  (Fry)  Corman, 
natives  also  of  Pennsylvania,  were  married  in  that 
State  and  to  them  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: B.  F.,  William  (married  and  resides  in 
Pennsylvania),  Mikel  (married  and  resides  in  Penn- 
sylvania), John  (married  and  resides  in  Nuckolls 
County),  Sarah  (now  Mrs.  Zigler,  of  Elk  Precinct, 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.),  Elias  (married,  in  Penn- 
sylvania), Nathan  (married  and  resides  in  Penn- 
sylvania), and  Emanuel  (resides  in  Pennsylvania). 
The  father  of  these  children  now  resides  in  Penn- 
sylvania, but  the  mother  was  called  to  her  long 
home  in  1875.  B.  F.  Corman,  was  reared  on  a 
farm  in  Pennsylvania,  received  his  education  in 
the  schools  of  that  State,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years  he  engaged  in  the  carpenter  trade,  which 
he  followed  for  about  thirteen  years.  He  was 
married  in  Centre  County,  Pa.,  in  1873,  to  Miss 
Mary  Elizabeth  Beck,  a  native  also  of  Centre 
County,  Pa.,    and    the  daughter  of   W.   W.    and 
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Nancy  (Wilsou)  Beck,  pioneers  of  Pennsylvania. 
Mr.  Beck  died  in  1882  and  his  wife  in  1887. 
After  his  marriage  Mr.  Gorman  worked  at  his 
trade  and  also  carried  on  farming  two  years.  In 
1877  he  left  the  State  of  his  nativity,  came  to 
Nebraska,  and  in  1882  settled  on  his  present  farm. 
He  owns  240  acres  of  land  and  has  it  all  in  a  good 
state  of  cultivation.  He  has  a  good  residence  and 
substantial  out-buildings,  etc.  He  raises  the  best 
grade  of  stock  and  has  some  fine  animals  on  his 
excellent  farm.  He  takes  considerable  interest  in 
politics  and  votes  with  the  Democratic  party;  is 
also  interested  in  school  matters,  and  assisted  in 
organizing  the  school  district.  Socially  he  is  a 
member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Mrs.  Gorman 
is  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  To  their 
marriage  have  been  born  seven  children,  six  now 
living;  Gharles  Wesley,  Harry  Wilson,  B.  F., 
Arthur,  Father  Grace  and  Grrover.  Mr.  Gorman 
has  seen  many  changes  since  coming  to  this  coun- 
try, and  has  been  active  in  assisting  in  the  develop- 
ment of  the  same.  The  principal  part  of  his 
property  is  the  result  of  his  own  exertions  and 
hard  work. 

Hon.  George  F.  Gotton,  a  prominent  brick 
manufacturer  of  Superior,  Neb.,  and  ex-mayor  of 
that  city,  was  originally  from  Cortland,  N.  Y., 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  June  6,  1846,  and  is 
the  son  of  Lorenzo  and  Mary  L.  (Robbins)  Gotton, 
the  former  a  native  of  Litchfield.  Conn.,  born  about 
1809,  and  the  latter  of  Smithville,  N.  Y.,  born 
about  1812.  The  paternal  grandparents,  James 
and  Lucinda  Gotton,  were  natives  of  England,  but 
were  married  in  the  State  of  Connecticut.  Both 
died  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  in  1863  and  1867, 
respectively,  and  when  each  were  over  ninety  years 
of  age.  The  maternal  grandparents  of  our  subject, 
Joseph  and  Mary  Robbins,  were  also  natives  of 
England,  but  were  married  in  this  country.  They 
too,  settled  in  Cortland  County,  N.  Y.,  and  there 
passed  their  last  days,  the  former  dying  in  1861, 
and  the  latter  in  1859.  Lorenzo  and  Mary  L. 
(Robbins)  Cotton  were  married  December  20,  1832, 
and  became  the  parents  of  seven  children,  of  whom 
Hon.  George  F.  was  the  youngest.  Of  this  family 
four  sons  and  one  daughter  are  now  living.      The 


father  of  these  children  died  January  12,  1852,  and 
his  wife  survived  him  until  April  29,  1867.  Both  re- 
ceived their  final  summons  in  Cortland  County,  N. 
Y.  Hon.  George  F.  Gotton  passed  his  boyhood 
days  in  his  native  town  of  Cortland,  and  attended 
the  public  schools  until  fifteen  years  of  age,  after 
which  he  entered  the  Academy  at  Cincinnatus,  N. 
Y. ,  remaining  there  untH  seventeen  years  of  age. 
He  then  came  west  to  Manchester,  Iowa,  remained 
there  for  five  years  clerking  in  a  drug  store  for 
some  time,  and  from  1871  to  1873  was  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick  at  Clark  City,  Mo.  He 
was  married  at  that  place  on  November  29,  1873, 
to  Miss  Mary  A.  Cullens,  a  native  of  Jo  Daviess 
County,  111.,  born  February  IS,  1852,  and  the 
daughter  of  Abram  and  Mary  B.  (Clay)  Cullens, 
who  were  natives,  respectively,  of  Ohio.  After 
their  marriage  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton  located  in  La 
Harpe,  111. ,  where  the  former  was  engaged  in  the 
manufacture  of  brick  and  tile  until  1879.  In  that 
year  he  removed  to  Bushnell,  111.,  where  for  three 
years  he  was  occiipied  in  the  manufacture  of  pressed 
brick,  sewer  pipe  and  draining  tile.  In  1881  he 
located  in  Prairie  City,  111.,  and  established  large 
tile  works.  One  year  later  he  removed  to  Bowens- 
burg,  m.,  where'  he  established  a  $40,000  tile 
works,  and  this  conducted  until  the  spring  of  1884, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska.  He  located  at  Supe- 
rior, and  here  he  has  been  extensively  engaged  in 
the  manufacture  of  brick.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cotton 
have  had  a  family  of  six  children:  Guy  W. ,  George 
A.,  Nellie,  Mary,  Ralph  and  Fred.  Mary  died  at 
the  age  of  two  years.  Mr.  Cotton  is  a  member  of 
the  Masonic  fi-aternity,  in  which  he  has  attained 
the  degree  of  Knight  Templar,  and  he  also  is  a 
member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  the  A.  O.  U.  W. 
Politically  he  is  a  Prohibitionist,  and  takes  a  lively 
interest  in  his  party' s  affairs,  and  is  in  hearty  sym- 
pathy with  every  movement  that  has  for  its  object 
the  promotion  of  the  cause  of  temperance.  While 
a  resident  of  La  Harpe,  111. ,  he  was  three  times 
elected  to  the  town  council.  He  also,  during  his 
residence  there,  was  once  a  candidate  for  the  State 
Legislature,  and  though  he  had  a  majority  of 
about  1,500  against  him,  he  lacked  but  sixty  two 
votes  of  being  elected.     In  1885  he  was  appointed 
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a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Superior,  and  he 
has  served  in  that  capacity  ever  since,  having  been 
elected  in  1887  and  again  in  1890.  overcoming  in 
the  former  year  a  large  opposing  majority.  He  is 
now  president  of  the  board.  In  the  spring  of  1886 
he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  town  board  and 
served  one  term,  being  its  president.  In  the  spring 
of  1889  he  was  elected  a  member  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, and  of  it  he  has  since  been  president.  From 
August,  1889,  until  May,  1890,  he  served  as  mayor 
of  the  city,  the  former  mayor  having  resigned. 
Mr.  Cotton  is  a  pleasant,  agreeable  gentleman,  and 
socially  is  very  popular.  He  and  wife  worship  at 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

William  J.  Crawford.  In  enumerating  the 
enterprising  and  progressive  agriculturists  and 
stockmen  of  Nuckolls  County,  Mr.  Crawford  must 
not  be  overlooked,  for  he  is  in  every  respect  a  self- 
made  man,  and  has  slowly  but  surely  climbed  the 
ladder  of  success  until  he  is  now  acknowledged  to 
be  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  community.  He 
was  born  in  Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  November  14,  1850. 
His  father,  Daniel  Crawford,  was  born  and  reared 
in  Ireland,  and  when  a  young  man  of  eighteen 
years  emigrated  to  America  and  settled  in  Pitts- 
burgh, subsequently  marrying  Miss  Esther  Ster- 
rett,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Although  our  sub- 
ject is  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth,  he  knows  very 
little  about  his  native  State,  as  his  parents  moved 
to  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  when  he  was  five 
years  of  age.  His  father  is  still  living  at  the  ad- 
vanced age  of  seventy-six  years,  and  resides  on  the 
same  farm  on  which  he  first  located  on  coming  to 
Iowa.  The  mother  died  in  1860,  and  her  husband 
afterward  married  again.  The  immediate  subject 
of  this  sketch  was  reared  to  farm  labor,  and  upon 
reaching  his  majority  and  starting  life  on  his  own 
account,  it  was  but  natural  that  he  should  choose 
farming  as  his  occupation  through  life.  Accord- 
ingly he  rented  a  farm,  which  he  cultivated  for  a 
number  of  years.  In  1881  he  purchased  160  acres 
of  land,  and  in  1885  brought  his  family  to  Nuck- 
olls County  and  took  possession.  He  has  this  land 
nearly  all  under  cultivation,  and  about  eighty  acres 
fenced.  Mr.  Crawford  has  erected  a  good  com- 
fortable residence  and  out-buildings,  has  planted 


an  orchard  of  120  apple  and  cherry  trees,  and  made 
numerous  other  improvements.  He  devotes  his 
time  exclusively  to  farming  and  stock-raising,  and 
all  his  surroundings  indicate  thrift  and  prosperity. 
He  raises  good  grade  stock,  both  horses,  cattle 
and  hogs,  making  a  specialty  of  the  Poland  China 
breed  of  hogs.  Mr.  Crawford  was  married  in  Des 
Moines  County,  Iowa,  February  22,  1877,  to  Miss 
Hannah  McKeown,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and  a  daugh- 
ter of  Henry  and  Eebecca  McKeown.  Their  mar- 
ried life  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of  four  children : 
Emma  Z. ,  Walter,  Claudius  and  Celia.  Mr.  Craw- 
ford is  a  deacon  in  the  Reformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  of  which  both  he  and  wife  are  members. 
He  has  been  quite  successful  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising.  He  is  this  year  cultivating  110  acres  of 
land,  fifty  acres  of  which  he  has  sowed  to  grain, 
and  sixty  acres  planted  to  corn.  Mr.  Crawford 
takes  great  pride  in  the  fact  that  all  his  property 
has  been  accumulated  by  his  own  exeitions  and 
business  management. 

Eufus  Culp,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Edgar, 
Neb.  Prominent  among  the  leading  agricultur- 
iists  and  stock-raisers  of  Nuckolls  County  stands 
the  name  of  Mr.  Culp,  who  is  also  much  esteemed 
and  respected  as  one  of  its  first-class  citizens.  He 
was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  February  17,  1832, 
and  was  one  of  fourteen  children,  eight  now  living, 
born  to  his  parents.  Those  living  are  named  as 
follows:  Andrew  Jackson  (farmer  of  Pike  County, 
Ohio,  married  Miss  Eliza  Gordon),  Josiah  (married 
Miss  Sarah  Gibbons,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who  died  in 
1860,  and  he  then  married  Mrs.  Sarah  Caudy,  also 
a  native  of  Ohio),  Betsey  (married  John  Hays,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion), Maria  (married  Frederick  Janvine,  a  native 
of  Germany,  and  a  farmer  by  occupation),  Euth 
(married  Jacob  Kelley,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  also 
a  farmer),  Nancy  (married  Adam  Steele,  a  native 
of  Ohio,  and  a  farmer)  and  Mary  (married  Peter 
James,  a  native  also  of  Ohio,  and  a  farmer).  The 
father  of  these  children  was  a  native  of  the  Key- 
stone State,  and  died  in  1858.  He  served  through 
the  entire  War  of  1812.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Ohio,  and  at  the  time  of  her  death  was  ninety  years 
of  age.      Eufus  Culp  was  reared  to  farm  life  in  the 
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State  of  Ohio  until  1865,  when  he  emigrated  to 
Brookville,  Ind.,  and  there  tilled  the  soil  for  two 
years.  From  there  he  moved  to  Logan  County, 
111.,  and  in  1870  came  direct  to  his  present  home 
in  Nuckolls  County,  where  he  homesteaded,  by  citi- 
zen's claim,  160  acres  of  land.  Indians  were  num- 
erous at  that  time,  and  wild  animals  abounded.  The 
nearest  market  was  at  Beatrice,  a  distance  of  eighty 
miles  from  his  home,  and  for  miles  the  eye  saw 
nothing  but  prairie  land.  Mr.  Gulp  married  Miss 
Sarah  Grow,  a  native  of  Ohio,  October  5,  1856,  in 
Jackson,  Jackson  County,  Ohio,  and  twelve  chil- 
dren have  been  the  result  of  this  union,  four  now 
living:  Aaron  (single,  resides  on  the  old  home- 
stead, and  is  a  tiller  of  the  soil),  George  (a  farmer 
by  occupation,  married  Miss  Mary  Reed,  a  native 
of  Illinois),  Chloe  (at  home,  attending  school)  and 
Ralph  (who  is  now  ten  years  of  age).  Mr.  Culp 
has  always  identified  himself  with  the  Democratic 
party  in  national  afPairs,  but  is  liberal  in  his  views 
regarding  good,  honest  men  for  county  and  pre- 
cinct ofBcers.  He  takes  a  decided  interest  in  the 
educational  matters  of  his  district,  and  has  held  the 
position  of  moderator  in  the  same  for  three  years. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  is  a  supporter  of  good,  moral  institutions. 
Mrs.  Culp  is  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  Mr.  Culp  is  a  horse  fancier  in  the 
highest  sense  of  the  word.  He  is  the  owner  of 
"  Jumbo,"  a  genuine  English  draft  stallion,  valued 
at  $1,500,  and  weighing  2,000  pounds.  Jumbo  is 
seven  years  old,  stands  about  sixteen  and  a  half 
hands  high,  and  is  a  beautiful  dapple  bay  in  color. 
Mr.  Culp  also  owns  a  full  blooded  imported  Clydes- 
dale, "Drayman"  by  name,  valued  at  $1,500, 
weighing  1,500  pounds,  about  sixteen  hands  high, 
and  also  a  beautiful  dappled  bay  in  color.  Mr. 
Culp  is  to  be  commended  for  the  enterprise  and 
interest  he  takes  in  introducing  fine  lilooded  stock 
into  the  county.  He  also  raises  Poland  China  hogs, 
and  has  been  very  successful  in  the  stock-raising 


Albert  H.  Curry,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Nora, 
Neb.  Mr.  Curry  was  originally  from  Scott  County, 
Iowa,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  February  19, 
1856,  and  was  one  of   the  following  children  born 


to  his  parents:  William  H.  (died  at  the  age  of 
sixteen  years),  Mary  J.  (is  a  music  teacher  by  pro- 
fession, and  resides  in  Nelson,  Neb. ),  Albicena  M. 
(died  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years),  Albert  H., 
Triphena  T.  (resides  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  and  is  a 
school  teacher  by  profession;  is  first  assistant  in 
one  of  the  high  schools  of  the  city,  and  has  held 
that  position  for  ten  years),  Morton  M.  (married 
Miss  Laura  B.  Richardson,  a  native  of  Iowa,  and 
now  resides  in  Chicago,  and  is  very  successfully 
engaged  as  a  carpet  merchant).  The  father  of 
these  children  was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State  aboiit 
1811,  and  was  a  school  teacher  by  profession,  hav- 
ing followed  the  same  for  fifteen  years.  He  is 
living  and  is  seventy -nine  years  of  age.  The 
mother  was  born  in  Pennsylvania  about  1825,  was 
well  educated  and  taught  school  for  about  twenty- 
five  years.  She  died  in  the  winter  of  1888.  The 
mother  of  Mr.  Curry  held  a  teacher's  State 
certificate  and  occupied  a  position  of  honor  and 
trust  in  Davenport,  Iowa,  for  about  twenty  years. 
Albert  H.  Curry  received  a  limited  education  in  the 
common  district  schools  in  Scott  County,  Iowa,  and 
on  that  account  perhaps,  if  no  other,  is  an  ardent 
supporter  of  all  educational  matters.  He  was 
treasurer  of  the  home  district  for  six  consecutive 
years.  He  commenced  life  for  himself  at  the  age 
of  twenty  years,  and  having  been  early  trained  in 
the  duties  of  farm  life,  understands  the  farmer's 
position  in  all  its  different  phases.  His  marriage 
occurred  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb. ,  on  March  20, 
1881,  to  Miss  Nellie  Y.  Fletcher,  a  native  of  Iowa, 
born  June  21,  1861,  and  four  children  are  the  re- 
sult of  this  union:  Fannie  F.,  Albert  W.,  Gracie 
M.  and  Harvey  H.  Mr.  Curry  has  always  identi- 
fied himself  with  the  Republican  party,  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Rutherford  B.  Hayes. 
He  is  an  active  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  is  firm  in  the  belief  that  if  the  farming  ele- 
ment will  cling  together  in  a  body  the  greatest 
good  will  be  accomplished.  He  purchased  160 
acres  of  raw  land  in  the  summer  of  1876,  and  he  now 
has  the  most  of  it  under  cultivation  and  good  sub 
stautial  buildings  on  the  same.  This  he  has  ac- 
complished by  honest  toil,  frugality  and  integrity, 
which  place  him  upon  a  high  plane  in  the  esti- 
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mation  of  his  fellow  men.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Curry 
expect  to  make  Nebraska  their  home  for  the  future, 
and  have  accumulated  a  competency  which  will 
render  them  comfortable  and  happy. 

William  L.  Cutler,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Oak,  Neb.  Mr.  Cutler  resides  on  the  east  half  of 
Section  19,  Hammond  Precinct,  Nuckolls  County, 
Neb. ,  and  is  a  native  of  the  Empire  State,  his  birth 
occurring  in  February,  1837.  His  father  was 
born  in  New  York  State  in  1801,  and  farming  was 
his  principal  occupation.  The  latter  married  Miss 
Lois  Hopkins,  a  native  also  of  New  York,  of  German 
descent,  and  whose  father  was  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  To  this  union  were  born  ten  children:  Daniel 
(deceased),  Lucy  (widow  and  resides  in  Indiana), 
Lazarus  (married  Miss  Mary  Champlin,  of  Indi- 
ana, and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  and  stock- 
raising  in  Iowa),  Margaret  (deceased),  Charles 
(married  Miss  Sarah  Champlain,  and  is  now  en- 
gaged in  farming  and  the  carpenter  trade  in  Mis- 
souri), W^illiam  L.,  John  (was  killed  at  the  battle 
of  Chickamauga),  Edgar  (married  Miss  Lucy 
Champlain,  and  is  now  tilling  the  soil  in  Kansas), 
Elizabeth  Adelia  (deceased)  and  James  (residing 
in  Custer,  Neb. ,  engaged  in  the  carpenter  trade, 
but  by  occupation  a  farmer).  Mr.  William  L. 
Cutler  received  only  a  limited  education  in  the  old 
subscription  schools  of  Indiana  and  New  York, 
but  he  is  a  firm  supporter  of  all  good  educational 
institutions.  He  commenced  life  for  himself  at 
the  age  of  fourteen  years  and  has  always  followed 
agricultural  pursuits.  He  emigrated  from  New 
York  to  Indiana  in  1847,  and  remained  there  un- 
til 1861,  when  he  moved  to  Putnam  County  of 
that  State.  He  wedded  Mrs.  Mary  Jane  Hughes, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  on  September  27,  1861, 
he  enlisted  in  Company  E,  Fourth  Illinois  Cavalry, 
and  was  mustered  into  service  for  three  years  at 
Ottawa,  111.  His  regiment  was  engaged  in  the 
following  battles:  Fort  Henry,  Fort  Donelsou, 
Shiloh,  and  was  guard  of  the  Memphis  &  Charles- 
ton Railroad,  until  after  the  capture  of  Vicksburg, 
Miss.  His  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  go  to 
Vicksburg  and  there  remained  on  guard  duty, 
holding  the  rebels  in  check  for  some  time.  From 
there  the  regiment  went  to  Natchez,  and  there  re- 


mained one  year.  Mr.  Cutler  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Camp  Butler,  Springfield,  111.,  in  the 
fall  of  1864,  and  returned  home.  Three  months 
later  he  returned  to  Memphis,  Tenn. ,  and  was 
placed  in  the  quartermaster  department,  where 
he  remained  during  the  winter,  later  going  home. 
Mr.  Cutler  has  always  been  identified  with  the 
old  Republican  party,  in  fact,  he  votes  the  way 
he  shot.  His  first  presidential  vote  was  cast  for 
Stephen  A.  Douglas.  Mr.  Cutler  is  interested  in 
school  matters  and  has  been  moderator  for  four 
consecutive  years.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Farm- 
ers' Alliance.  He  is  one  of  the  pioneers  of  Ham- 
mond Precinct,  and  indeed  one  of  the  very  earliest 
settlers,  having  emigrated  here  from  Putnam 
County,  111.,  in  the  spring  of  1870.  He  entered 
160  acres  of  land  and  has  pm-chased  160  acres 
more.  When  he  first  came  to  this  precinct  there 
was  not  a  furrow  of  ground  turned,  nor  a  house 
of  any  kind.  He  now  has  320  acres  of  land,  has 
175  acres  under  cultivation  and  has  two  good  resi- 
dences on  his  property.  He  is  quite  an  extensive 
stock-raiser  and  expects  to  make  stock-raising  a 
specialty. 

J.  A.  Devore  is  a  gentleman  whose  name  is  in- 
delibly associated  with  the  welfare  and  standing  of 
Nelson,  Neb. ,  and  for  some  time  past  his  occupa- 
tion has  been  that  of  a  money  broker.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  in  1-848,  his 
parents  being  E.  H.  and  Rebecca  (Haver)  Devore, 
the  former  a  Virginian  of  English  and  German  ex- 
traction, and  the  latter  born  in  Pennsylvania,  of 
Dutch  parents.  J.  A.  Devore  is  one  of  their  six 
children,  and  spent  his  youth  and  early  manhood  in 
Defiance  County,  Ohio,  where  his  advantages  for  ac 
quiring  an  ediication  were  excellent.  He,  unlike 
many  youths  of  that  and  the  present  day,  made 
good  use  of  his  time,  applied  himself  closely  to  his 
books,  and  as  a  result  became  an  intelligent  and 
well-posted  young  man.  At  the  age  of  twenty  two 
years  he  started  out  to  carve  a  career  for  him 
self,  came  west  to  Nebraska,  which  State  he 
reached  on  May  20,  1870,  and  having  been  famil- 
iar with  farm  life  from  his  earliest  youth,  he  en- 
tered a  homestead  claim  in  Saunders  County,  and 
in   addition  to   farming    also    engaged    in    stock- 
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trading,  these  occupations  receiving  his  attention 
for  twelve  years.  In  following  this  industry 
he  was  very  successful,  but  after  some  time  he  de- 
cided that  some  other  branch  of  trade  would  be 
more  congenial  to  his  tastes,  and  accordingly  sold 
out  and  embarked  in  the  hardware  and  implement 
business  in  Valparaiso,  which  calling  he  continued 
to  follow  for  one  year.  He  then  began  loaning 
money  in  that  town,  but  on  June  6,  LSSB,  he  came 
to  Nelson,  and  after  following  money  loaning  for 
two  and  a  half  years  he  and  C.  P.  Leigh  organized 
the  Nuckolls  County  State  Bank,  of  which  Mr. 
Devore  was  made  president.  He  acted  in  this 
capacity  until  the  State  Bank  of  Nelson  was  con- 
solidated with  the  First  National  Bank,  it  being 
called  the  First  National  Bank,  and  although  Mr. 
Devore  is  vice-president  of  this  bank,  he  also  con- 
ducts an  extensive  loan  business  distinct  from  that 
institution.  He  is  considered  an  excellent  financier, 
and  the  money  he  loans  is  entirely  his  own.  Thus, 
having  no  other  party  to  consult,  he  can  accommo- 
date borrowers  at  lowest  rates  of  interest  to  any 
amount,  and  take  as  security  any  kind  of  property 
or  note.  He  gives  much  attention  and  thought  to 
this  business,  is  careful  and  exact  in  his  transac- 
tions, and  has  the  pleasantest  relations  with  his 
patrons  and  the  general  public.  He  owns  valuable 
property  in  Colorado  besides  what  he  owns  here, 
is  a  man  of  unimpeachable  honesty,  and  in  every 
walk  in  life  has  commanded  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  all.  He  served  for  about  seven  mouths  m 
the  late  war,  being  a  memloer  of  Company  D,  One 
Hundred  and  Eighty  ninth  Ohio  Infantry,  and  so- 
cially is  at  present  a  member  of  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M., 
having  attained  the  Royal  Arch  degree.  He  was 
married  in  Defiance,  Ohio,  to  Miss  Estelle  J.  Del- 
lett,  and  both  he  and  his  worthy  wife  are  members 
of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 

Samuel  Doane,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Angus, 
Neb.  Upon  growing  up  Mr.  Doane  was  instructed 
in  all  the  details  of  farm  life,  but  in  connection 
also  learned  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade.  He 
was  born  in  Western  New  York  in  February,  1829, 
his  parents  being  natives  of  the  Empire  State  also. 
His  father  is  deceased,  but  his  mother  is  now  liv- 
ing at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty  four  years,  and 


resides  in  Michigan.  Samuel  Doane  assisted  on 
the  home  farm  until  twenty-one,  and  afterward 
engaged  in  the  carpenter  and  joiner's  trade.  In 
1875,  emigrating  from  New  York  to  Nuckolls  Coun- 
ty, Neb.,  he  purchased  700  acres  of  land,  and  is 
now  the  owner  of  540  acres,  all  improved,  and  is 
making  a  specialty  of  the  stock  business,  raising, 
principally,  Durham  cattle  and  Poland-China  and 
Berkshire  hogs.  He  has  made  a  signal  success  of 
the  stock  industry.  Mr.  Doane  has  been  a  resi- 
dent of  Sherman  Precinct  for  fifteen  years,  and  has 
witnessed  the  rapid  development  of  the  country 
from  its  primitive  state  to  the  rich,  fertile  locality 
of  to-day.  When  he  first  settled  here  the  district 
was  sparsely  settled,  and  he  has  seen  hunting  par- 
ties of  the  Omaha  Indians  pass  near  his  farm.  His 
marriage  to  Miss  Catharine  Sanford  was  consum- 
mated in  July,  1853,  and  to  them  was  born  a 
daughter,  now  the  wife  of  A.  Warren.  His  first 
wife  died  in  1857,  and  his  second  marriage,  to 
Miss  Sylvia  Beers,  was  consummated  in  December, 
1859.  Mr.  Doane  received  his  education  in  the  old 
fashioned  district  schools,  and  since  his  residence  in 
Nebraska  has  identified  himself  with  the  develop- 
ment of  the  country  schools  in  his  district,  having 
held  the  office  of  treasurer  two  terms.  He  has  al- 
ways been  found  on  the  side  of  the  Democratic 
party,  and  has  ever  supported  the  true  Jeffer- 
sonian  principles  of  Democracy,  casting  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  Zachary  Taylor.  Mr.  Doane 
is  now  justice  of  the  peace  of  Sherman  Precinct, 
and  has  held  the  position  for  about  ten  years,  and 
has  always  exercised  that  justice  of  decision  which 
is  one  of  the  characteristics  of  this  gentleman. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  lodge  of  Edgar, 
Neb. ,  and  also  an  active  member  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  advocating  the  principles  which  it  sets 
forth.  Mrs.  Doane  is  an  active  member  of  the 
Evangelical  Church  at  Angus,  Neb. ,  and  is  con- 
nected with  the  Sunday  school,  having  been  a 
teacher  in  the  same  for  some  time. 

James  E.  Donahoo,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Nelson,  Neb.  Mr.  Donahoo  owes  his  nativity  to 
Maryland,  his  birth  occurring  in  Cecil  County  in 
May,  1826,  and  is  the  eldest  in  a  family  of  fourteen 
childi-en  born  to  John  and  Elizabeth  (Kirk)  Dona- 
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hoo,  natives  also  of  Maryland.  The  father,  who 
was  a  master  mechanic,  passed  his  entire  life  in 
his  native  State,  his  death  occurring  in  1879.  The 
mother  died  in  November,  1886,  at  Edgar,  Neb. 
James  E.  Donahoo  is  a  carpenter  and  joiner  by 
trade,  and  erected  the  first  frame  school-house  in 
Nuckolls  County.  He  was  educated  in  the  schools 
of  Maryland,  and  was  married  in  his  native  county 
on  January  3,  1856,  to  Miss  Susan  E.  Thomas,  a 
native  also  of  Cecil  County,  Md. ,  and  the  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Sergent)  Thomas, 
natives  of  Maryland  and  Delaware,  respectively. 
Mr.  Thomas  was  a  farmer,  and  died  in  May,  1855. 
The  mother  received  her  final  summons  in  July, 
1860.  Joseph  Thomas  was  a  soldier  in  the  War 
of  1812,  and  his  father  was  sergeant  in  the  Revo- 
lution. After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Donahoo  worked 
at  his  trade,  and  in  1865  moved  to  Johnson  Coimty, 
Ind.,  thence,  in  1873,  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb., 
where  he  has  since  made  his  home.  He  owns 
eighty  acres  of  land,  and  a  story-anda-half  fi-ame 
house.  He  takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  votes 
with  the  Democratic  party,  and  manifests  an  active 
interest  in  all  laudable  enterprises.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  Their 
four  children  are  named  as  follows:  Ida  E.  (now 
Mrs.  LaBounty,  of  Fairfield,  Neb.),  John  L.  (of 
Nuckolls  County),  William  T.  (in  Colorado)  and 
Carrie  (now  Mrs.  Strode,  at  home). 

E.  L.  Downing,  a  prominent  pioneer  settler  of 
Nuckolls  County,  living  on  Section  3-1,  Town  3, 
Range  6,  Blaine  Precinct,  was  born  in  Jefferson 
County,  Iowa,  in  April,  1844,  being  the  fourth 
child  born  to  William  and  Sarah  (Miller)  Down- 
ing, natives  of  Virginia  and  Ohio,  respectively.  His 
father  spent  his  early  life  in  Virginia,  removing  to 
Iowa  in  about  1840,  and  thence  in  1682  to  Los 
Angeles,  Cal.,  where  he  is  engaged  in  fruit  raising. 
The  mother  died  when  our  subject  was  about  ten 
years  of  age.  E.  L.  Downing  spent  his  school 
days  in  Iowa,  receiving  an  ordinary  common-school 
education.  He  began  life's  struggle  for  himself 
at  a  very  early  age,  by  working  by  the  month  on  a 
farm.  This  he  continued  until  he  joined  the 
United  States  service,  in  December,  1863,  enlisting 


in  Company  M,  Fourth  Iowa  Cavalry,  Capt.  Fred. 
Whiting  commander.  During  the  service  he  par- 
ticipated in  all  the  movements  and  engagements  of 
his  I'egiment,  and  was  discharged  at  Davenport, 
Iowa,  in  August,  1865.  At  the  close  of  the  war 
he  went  to  Illinois,  where  he  worked  by  the  month 
on  a  farm  for  about  two  years,  and  then  returned 
to  Iowa  and  engaged  in  farming  for  himself.  In 
the  spring  of  1870,  he  came  to  this  county  and 
homesteaded  160  acres  of  land,  to  which  he  has 
added  320  acres,  making  him  a  good  farm  of  480 
acres  of  good  tillable  land,  all  in  the  same  section, 
and  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation.  He  has 
added  other  lands  to  his  possessions  from  time  to 
time,  until  at  present  he  owns  1,440  acres,  all 
in  this  county.  He  is  one  of  the  few  remaining 
pioneer  settlers  of  this  county,  who  have  seen  the 
full  development  of  the  wild  plains,  over  which 
roamed  countless  numbers  of  buffalo  and  other 
wild  game,  to  the  present  high  state  of  habitation. 
Mr.  Downing  participated  in  the  organization  of 
Nuckolls  County,  the  meeting  to  organize  being 
held  on  his  premises,  and  he  was  elected  county 
clerk,  thus  making  him  the  first  clerk  of  Nuckolls 
County.  He  has  always  been  an  active  Republican, 
is  a  member  of  G.  H.  Thomas  Post,  G.  A.  R., 
and  is  vice-president  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  In 
July,  1873,  he  was  united  in  matrimonial  bonds  to 
Miss  Mary  Hewett,  daughter  of  B.  S.  and  Cath- 
erine (Snyder)  Hewett,  the  former  born  in  New 
York,  and  the  latter  in  France.  Their  family  now 
consists  of  one  daughter,  Eva,  and  an  adopted  son 
Edward.  In  December,  1888,  Mrs.  Downing  died, 
and  Eva  now  makes  her  home  with  her  maternal 
grandmother  in  Fairfield,  Neb.  Mr.  Downing 
has  been  very  successful  since  coming  to  Nebraska, 
as  his  stock  in  trade  after  taking  out  his  homestead 
papers  was  his  team  and  $4  in  money.  He  has 
never  failed  to  raise  a  good  crop  in  the  State. 

John  G.  Dunken  is  the  assessor  of  the  town  of 
Nelson,  and  also  Nelson  Precinct,  Nuckolls  County, 
Neb.  He  was  born  in  the  "  Hoosier  State  "  in 
1841,  and  grew  to  manhood  in  Richland  County, 
Wis.,  whither  he  had  moved  with  his  parents, 
Daniel  and  Elizabeth  Dunken.  After  attending 
the  common  schools  and  assisting  his  parents  on  the 
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home  farm  until  he  reached  manhood,  he  began  to 
work  his  own  way  in  the  world,  and  in  1866  was 
married.  His  arrival  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb., 
dates  from  1873,  therefore  he  is  one  of  its  oldest 
settlers,  and  has  witnessed  its  growth  and  develop- 
ment. He  was  in  the  State  during  the  grasshopper 
period,  and  although  he  experienced  some  hard 
times,  hecontimied  to  remain  on  his  farm  of  eighty 
acres  which  he  had  first  purchased.  He  has  always 
been  a  Repablican  in  polities,  his  first  presidential 
vote  being  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  and  in  1880 
he  was  elected  to  the  position  of  township  assessor, 
and  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1889,  a  position 
he  is  now  filling.  On  May  10,  1861.  he  joined  the 
Federal  army,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
H,  Fifth  Wisconsin  Infantry,  and  served  until  he 
received  his  discharge  on  July  15,  1865.  He  was 
with  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  throughout  the  Pea- 
insular  campaign,  and  was  with  Grant  from  the 
time  he  entered  the  Wilderness  until  the  sur- 
render of  Gen.  Lee  at  Appomattox  Court  House. 
He  was  at  the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D. 
C. ,  and  during  his  term  of  service  was  wounded 
four  times;  first,  on  December  13,  1862,  in  Burn- 
side's  crossing  at  Fredericksburg;  then  on  May  6, 
1864,  May  12,  1864,  and  on  August  21,  1864,  in 
the  Shenandoah  Valley,  under  Sheridan,  in  the 
Sixth  Army  Corps.  His  marriage  to  Miss  Susan 
Appleby,  who  was  born  in  Lafayette  County,  Wis., 
has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  ten  children  (two  of 
whom  died  in  childhood):  William  (whose  wife  was 
formerly  Maggie  Harritt),  Elizabeth  (wife  of  Will- 
iam Harritt),  Austin  (deceased),  Walter,  James, 
Leroy,  Arthur,  Bertha  (deceased),  Clifford  and 
Grace.  The  family  are  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church. 

William  Dysart,  farmer,  stock-raiser  and  dairy- 
man, Superior,  Neb.  This  prominent  agriculturist, 
who  from  time  to  time  has  introduced  new  features 
of  interest  outside  of  the  usual  duties  of  the  farm, 
was  born  in  the  Buckeye  State,  Belmont  County,  in 
1842,  and  is  the  son  of  Boyd  and  Martha  L.  (Hen- 
derson) Dysart,  natives  also  of  Ohio,  where  the 
father  died  in  1848  at  the  age  of  thirty-two  years. 
Boyd  Dysart  was  a  descendant  of  the  Celtic  race, 
and  his  genealogy  is  lost  in  the  land  of  his  nativity. 


Mrs.  Dysart  was  the  daughter  of  Andrew  and 
Jeanette  (Nichols)  Henderson,  who  were  born  in 
1798  and  1801,  respectively.  In  1864  William 
Dysart  enlisted  in  Company  A,  One  Hundred  and 
Seventieth  Ohio  Volunteers,  and  served  during  this 
summer  under  Gen.  Crook  in  the  Eighth  Corps. 
When  his  time  had  expired  he  returned  to  Wheel- 
ing, and  in  1865  engaged  in  the  oil  business,  which 
he  continued  for  two  years.  In  1867  he  engaged 
in  merchandising,  and  the  same  year  was  united  in 
marriage  to  Miss  Margaret  Twinem,  a  native  of 
Monroe  County.  Ohio,  who  bore  him  seven  chil- 
dren: Mary,  Mattie,  Thomas  B.,  John  T.,  Annie 
J.,  Edmund  E.  and  Chrissie  E.  Mr.  Dysart  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  in  Monroe  County  from 
this  time  until  1872,  when  he  engaged  in  the 
cheese-making  business  in  connection  with  farming, 
and  continued  the  same  until  1879.  He  then  left 
that  State,  emigrated  to  Nebraska  and  located  at 
Syracuse,  where  he  remained  a  year  and  a  half. 
He  came  to  his  present  residence  in  February, 
1881,  located  on  Section  16,  and  is  now  the  owner 
of  the  entire  section  of  land.  He  is  the  only 
manufacturer  of  Swiss  cheese  in  the  State.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and 
family  are  members  of  the  Presbyterian  Church. 
He  has  given  each  of  his  children  a  good  educa- 
tion, and  his  two  eldest  daughters  are  prominent 
school  teachers  in  the  county. 

Alcinons  Easton,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Dav 
enport.  Neb.  There  are  a  number  of  men  promi 
nently  identified  with  the  agricultural  affairs  o: 
this  county,  but  none  among  them  are  more  de 
serving  of  mention  than  Mr.  Alcinons  Easton 
This  gentleman  owes  his  nativity  to  Trumbull 
County,  Ohio,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  July 
25,  1837,  and  of  the  family  of  seven  children  born 
to  his  parents  he  was  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth.  The 
father  was  born  in  Franklin  County,  Mass.,  on 
September  25,  1801,  and  was  a  local  preacher  the 
principal  part  of  his  life.  He  was  also  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  and  also  followed  the  carpen- 
ter trade  for  some  time.  He  died  on  November  1, 
1880,  and  is  interred  in  Mazen  Cemetery,  Grundy 
County,  111.  The  mother  was  born  in  Oppen- 
heim.  N.  Y.,  on  January  5,  1811,  and  died  Decem- 
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ber  7,  1843.  She  was  interred  in  the  Farmington 
Cemetery,  in  Trumbull  County,  Ohio.  Alcinons 
Easton  obtained  his  early  educational  training  in 
the  common  schools  of  Ohio,  and  started  out  to 
iight  his  way  in  life  when  but  seventeen  years  of 
age.  In  1855  he  emigrated  to  Red  Wing,  Minn., 
with  a  drove  of  cattle,  and  remained  there  about 
eighteen  months,  engaged  in  lumbering.  From 
there  he  went  to  LaCrosse  County,  Wis.,  in  1856, 
and  was  there  occupied  in  tilling  the  soil.  He 
was  married  on  April  21,  1857,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane 
Doan,  a  native  of  Kirtland,  Lake  County,  Ohio, 
born  October  25,  1841.  She  was  the  elder  of  two 
children,  and  the  only  one  now  living,  born  to  her 
parents.  The  other  child,  Adaline  Cordelia,  died 
at  the  age  of  eighteen  years.  Her  father,  Seth 
Doan,  was  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  his  avocation  was 
farming.  Her  mother  was  born  in  New  York. 
Mr.  Easton  is  a  very  enthusiastic  supporter  of  all 
educational  work,  has  held  the  position  of  mod- 
erator in  his  district,  and  has  secured  good,  com- 
petent instructors.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket, 
and  has  always  been  a  prominent  supporter  of 
sound  Republican  prineijjles,  although  at  present 
he  is  an  enthusiastic  worker  for  the  Prohibition 
party,  which  appears  in  the  ascendancy  in  Ne- 
braska. He  is  a  strong  supporter  of  all  the  cardi- 
nal views  of  the  platform  of  this  party.  He 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  the  honored  and 
lamented  Abraham  Lincoln.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Easton 
are  worthy  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  having  united  with  this  denomination  at 
Cataract  Charge,  LaCrosse  County,  Wis.,  in  the 
spring  of  1857,  and  have  been  actively  engaged  in 
Christian  work  ever  since.  Mr.  Easton  was 
licensed  to  preach  at  Gardner,  111.,  in  1874,  and 
has  at  all  times  been  identified  with  church  work, 
both  locally  and  in  revival  work.  He  and  wife  re- 
port the  work  and  society  of  the  charge  at  Daven- 
port to  be  most  prosperous  indeed,  and  the  Sunday- 
school  numbers  about  200  members.  In  the  fall  of 
1857  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Easton  emigrated  from  La- 
Crosse, Wis.,  to  Keokuk  County,  Iowa,  where  Mr. 
Easton  was  engaged  in  teaching  common-school 
successfully  for  three  years.  From  there  he  moved 
to  Grundy   County,  111.,  and  there  continued  his 


former  pursuit.  After  making  his  third  trip  to 
Nebraska,  he  finally  located  in  Nuckolls  County, 
where  he  purchased  160  acres  of  raw  land,  without 
a  vestige  of  any  improvements  whatever.  He  now 
has  fine  improvements  upon  this  place.  He  has  a 
family  of  bright,  intelligent  children,  eleven  in 
number:  Eva  (deceased),  Hannah  Addie  (married 
Daniel  B.  Showalter,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation,  and  is  now  residing  in 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.),  Henry  Monroe  (married 
Miss  Louisa  Wagner,  a  native  of  Ford  County,  111., 
and  now  resides  in  Thayer  County,  Neb. ;  he  is  a 
farmer  by  occupation),  Emery  Alexander  (de- 
ceased), Elmer  Alcinons  (deceased),  Fred  W.  (re- 
sides at  the  old  homestead  in  Nuckolls  County), 
Almon  Walter  (also  at  home),  Howard  Elbert, 
Minnie  Emma,  Efiie  Mabel  and  Ora  Alcinons.  The 
children  have  all  received  good  common  school 
educations. 

Philip  Ebberd  is  another  of  the  pioneers  of 
Nuckolls  County,  having  immigrated  to  Nebraska 
in  1871,  and  settled  where  he  now  lives,  and 
like  the  other  early  settlers,  has  seen  the  entire 
growth  and  development  of  the  country  from  an 
unbroken  stretch  of  prairie,  over  which  roamed 
countless  herds  of  buffalo,  deer",  wolves  and  other 
wild  animals,  the  only  inhabitants  of  which  were 
savages.  He  bought  320  acres  of  choice  land 
on  Liberty  Creek,  all  of  which  is  well  improved 
with  good  buildings,  a  thrifty  orchard,  and  a 
large  amount  of  natural  timber.  He  has  been 
reasonably  successful  since  coming  here,  and 
expects  to  pass  the  remainder  of  his  days  in  his 
Nebraska  home.  He  was  born  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va.,  on  October  10,  1819,  being  the  fourth 
in  a  family  of  six  children  raised  by  Samuel  and 
Catherine  (Hepler)  Ebberd,  the  former  of  whom, 
a  farmer  by  occupation,  was  born  in  Maryland  in 
1790,  and  the  latter  in  Virginia  in  1786,  and  both 
of  German  parentage.  The  father  served  his  country 
in  the  War  of  1812.  He  was  a  very  successful 
business  man,  and  passed  his  life  in  Rockbridge 
County,  Va. ,  dying  at  that  place  in  1883.  He 
died  as  he  had  lived,  a  worthy  Christian  gentleman, 
being  a  member  of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  In 
politics  he  was  Democratically  inclined,   and  al 
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ways  took  a  deep  interest  in  everything  that  per- 
tained to  the  good  of  the  community,  and  his 
death  was  sincerely  mourned.  The  mother  passed 
away  in  1871,  after  a  long  and  usefullifeof  eighty- 
five  years.  The  children  whom  they  reared  to 
manhood  and  womanhood  were  Polly,  John,  Phil- 
ip, Elizabeth,  Samuel  and  Ann.  Philip,  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  was  reared  to  manhood  in  the 
State  of  his  nativity,  remaining  at  home  with  his 
parents  until  he  had  reached  the  age  of  thirty-one 
years.  In  1850  he  started  out  in  life  on  his  own 
responsibility  as  a  farmer,  and  the  same  year 
wedded  Miss  Elizabeth  Baer,  daughter  of  Joseph 
and  Anna  (Hite)  Baer,  who  was  born  in  Eockbridge 
County,  Va. ,  in  1825,  and  by  whom  he  is  the  fa- 
ther of  four  children:  John  B.,  Samuel  J.,  Anna 
H.  and  Catherine  E.  Her  parents  were  both  born 
in  Shenandoah  County,  Va.,  in  1782,  but  soon  af- 
ter their  marriage  they  moved  to  Eockbridge  Coun- 
ty, Va. ,  where  they  made  their  home  and  died  after 
rearing  a  family  of  ten  children,  viz. :  John,  Mary, 
Jacob,  Anna,  Joseph.  Rachel,  Fannie,  Noah,  Sam- 
uel and  Elizabeth.  After  his  marriage  Mr.  Eb- 
berd  farmed  in  Virginia,  and  there  reared  his 
family,  but  in  1871  he  left  his  native  State  and 
came  to  Nebraska,  where  he  has  ever  since  been 
successfully  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  called 
upon  to  mourn  his  second  son,  Samuel  J.,  who  died 
here  in  Nebraska  in  1877.  Mrs.  Ebberd  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Eb- 
berd takes  an  active  interest  in  politics,  casting  his 
vote  with  the  Democratic  party,  and  has  at  various 
times  been  honored  by  his  party  with  several  local 
offices. 

Edward  C.  Focke.  Among  those  who  have 
made  for  themselves  an  honorable  name  by  a  long 
term  of  years  of  steady  and  successful  business 
pursuits  and  upright  citizenship,  is  the  immediate 
subject  of  this  sketch.  In  truth,  the  history  of 
ever  J'  community  is  made  up,  so  far  as  its  in- 
terestihg  features  are  concerned,  of  the  events  and 
acts  of  its  more  prominent  people.  Edward  C. 
Focke  is  a  true  representative  of  that  sterling  type 
of  western  manhood,  where  it  took  the  enterprise 
and  courage  of  the  pioneer  to  drift  with  the  popu- 
lar tide  of  immigration  to  the  far  west,  and  with 


but  little  or  no  means  at  his  command,  acquire  a 
competence  and  an  honorable  name  by  hard  work 
and  fair  dealing,  assisted  by  his  native  shrewdness. 
Born  March  7,  1837,  in  Baltimore,  Md.,  he  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State,  but  later  (1841*) 
moved  to  Ohio.  It  was  in  this  State  he  resided 
when  the  Eebellion  occurred,  and  with  the  thou- 
sands of  other  brave  men,  he  volunteered  his  serv- 
ices for  its  suppression.  In  March,  1862,  his 
services  were  accepted,  and  he  was  made  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  H,  Sixty-ninth  Ohio  Vohinteer 
Infantry,  the  Second  Division  of  the  Fourteenth 
Army  Corps,  and  as  such  served  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  During  the  year  1870  he  purchased  the 
farm  he  now  owns,  in  Nuckolls  County,  and  which 
is  known  as  the  Ashbrook  farm.  This  he  has  suc- 
ceeded in  improving  to  such  an  extent  that  it  is 
recognized  as  one  of  the  best  in  the  State.  It  is 
abundantly  watered  by  the  main  branch  of  Cros- 
by's Creek,  on  the  banks  of  which  grow  quite  a 
number  of  such  forest  trees  as  are  native  to  the 
State,  and  it  is  particularly  adapted  to  the  rearing 
of  stock,  to  which  Mr.  Focke  has  turned  his  atten- 
tion considerably,  and  at  which  he  has  made  a  tol- 
erable success.  With  a  good  frame  residence,  a 
fine  farm,  large  quantities  of  the  various  kinds  of 
small  fruit,  and  a  fair  grade  of  stock,  Mr.  Focke 
is  prepared  to  enjoy  life  to  the  fullest  extent.  With 
all  this,  he  yet  exists  in  a  state  of  single  blessed- 
ness, is  six  feet  and  three  inches  in  height,  per- 
fectly erect,  and  weighs  245  pounds.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  is  a  happy  bach- 
elor of  fifty-three  winters  (and  as  many  summers), 
and  is  quoted  as  having  said  that  ' '  no  widows  need 
apply."  In  his  religious  views  he  is  a  Protestant 
Episcopal,  and  he  also  belongs  to  the  G.  A.  E.  and 
K.  of  L.  His  parents  were  Frederick  and  Eegena 
E.  (Karthous)  Focke,  the  former  born  in  Balti- 
more, Md.,  in  1802,  and  the  latter  in  the  same  city 
June  29,  1805.  The  father  was  the  son  of  Ger- 
man parents,  who  resided  in  Hanover.  He  died 
in  1876,  preceded  by  his  wife  on  June  17,  1872. 
Mrs.  Focke  was  the  daughter  of  Peter  Karthous, 
one  of  the  Dutch  landlords  in  his  day,  and  whose 
farm  is  still  in  possession  of  the  heirs  in  Clearfield 
County,  Pa. 
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Martin  L.  Fogel,  a  pioneer  citizen  and  repre- 
sentative business  man  of  Superior, Neb., was  born  in 
Monroe  County,  Ohio,  on  March  11,  1855,  and  is 
the  son  of  John  P.  and  Margaret  A.  (Slack)  Fogel, 
both  of  whom  were  also  natives  of  Moni'oe  County, 
Ohio.  The  parents  came  to  Superior,  Neb.,  in 
April,  1877,  and  here  both  spent  the  remainder 
of  their  lives,  the  father  dying  in  1885,  and  the 
mother  in  1887.  The  paternal  grandparents, 
Frederick  and  Margaret  Fogel,  were  natives  of 
Germany  and  Ireland,  respectively.  They  came 
to  America  with  their  respective  parents,  and  were 
married  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania.  Of  the  sis 
children  born  to  his  parents,  of  whom  Martin  L. 
Fogel  was  the  youngest,  four  are  now  living — two 
sons  and  two  daughters.  Martin  L.  was  reared  to 
manhood  in  his  native  county,  laboring  on  the  farm 
during  the  summer  and  attending  the  district 
schools  during  the  winter  months.  He  thus  re- 
ceived a  good  practical  ediioation,  and  in  the  early 
part  of  the  year  1877  he,  in  company  with  his 
brother,  George  F.  Fogel,  came  to  Nebraska.  On 
reaching  Hastings  the  latter  made  a  location,  but 
Martin  L.  proceeded  to  Superior  (which  place  then 
contained  but  thirty-two  persons),  and  arrived  on 
February  5,  1877.  Of  the  voters  then  living  in 
the  town,  only  four  are  residing  there  now. 
From  the  spring  of  1877  until  January,  1880,  Mr. 
Fogel  was  engaged  in  the  hardware  business,  and 
during  the  same  time  he  served  as  postmaster  of 
Superior.  In  January,  1880,  he  resigned  the 
above  office  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
county  treasurer,  to  which  office  he  had  been 
elected  in  the  previous  fall.  He  was  re-elected  in 
the  fall  of  1881,  and  served  altogether  four  yeai-s. 
In  the  spring  of  1884  he  established  the  Nelson 
Gazette  at  Nelson,  Neb. ,  of  which  he  was  editor 
and  proprietor  two  years.  During  his  residence 
at  Nelson  he  assisted  in  organizing  a  private  bank 
at  that  place,  which  is  now  the  First  National 
Bank  of  Nelson.  In  1886  he  returned  to  Superior, 
engaging  in  the  dry  goods  business,  which  he  fol- 
lowed about  two  years.  In  1888  he  began  the 
erection  of  a  large  and  handsome  brick  block  in 
Superior,  which  was  completed  in  1889.  Since 
then  his  chief  attention  has  been  given  to  the  man- 


agement of  his  property  interests.  Mr.  Fogel  is 
now  a  member  of  the  board  of  education,  having 
been  elected  to  that  position  in  April,  1888.  He 
was  married  on  January  3,  1879,  to  Miss  Prudence 
A.  Gorby,  a  native  of  West  Virginia,  and  the 
daughter  of  Vincent  P,  and  Elizabeth  Gorby.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Fogel  have  had  four  children:  Normie, 
Paul,  Raymond  and  Lyie.  Kaymotid  is  deceased. 
Mr.  Fogel  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  and  he  and 
wife  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  He  is  one  of  Superior's  most  influential 
men,  and  he  and  wife  are  very  highly  respected. 

I.  G.  Foster  is  the  efficient  manager  of  D.  T. 
Cornell  &  Co. 'slumber  yards  at  Nelson,  Neb.,  and 
was  born  in  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  October  5, 
1843,  and  in  1854  moved  with  his  parents  to  Illi- 
nois, in  which  State  he  was  reared  and  educated. 
Upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Civil  War  he  became 
a  member  of  Company  G,  One  Hundred  and 
Twelfth  Illinois  Volunteer  Infantry,  entering  on 
his  duties  on  August  15,  1862,  and  served  faith- 
fully and  well  until  June  20,  1865,  when  he  was 
discharged.  He  was  in  the  Twenty- third  Army 
Corps  under  Gen.  Burnside  and  under  him  par- 
ticipated in  twenty-seven  general  engagements  and 
110  skirmishes.  In  the  campaign  of  1863-64  in 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee  he  was  with  Maj.-Gen.  A. 
E.  Burnside,  and  during  the  Georgia  campaign  of 
1864  was  with  Maj.-Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman.  He 
was  also  with  Thomas  in  Tennessee  in  that  year, 
and  in  1865  was  with  Gen.  Schofield.  He  took 
part  in  the  engagements  at  Knoxville,  Resaca, 
New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain,  Atlanta, 
Jonesboro,  Franklin,  Nashville  and  Fort  Hen- 
derson. After  the  close  of  the  war  he  returned 
home  and  engaged  in  the  hardware  business  in 
Lafayette,  Stark  County,  111.,  and  there  he 
remained  successfully  engaged  in  business  until 
1886,  when  he  came  west  and  settled  in  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.  He  established  the  lumber  yard  at 
this  point,  and  has  built  up  a  paying  trade.  He 
was  married  in  Illinois,  his  wife,  who  was  formerly 
Miss  Emmogene  Wentworth,  being  born  in  Ver- 
mont in  1847.  They  have  two  children:  Lovell 
J.  and  Charles  E.  Mr.  Foster  is  a  son  of  George 
and  Louisa  (Hall)  Foster,  both  of  whom  were  born 
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in  Pennsylvania,  the  former  in  1809  and  the  latter 
in  1821.  The  father  died  in  April,  1890,  and  be- 
sides his  widow,  six  of  the  nine  children  born  to 
him  survive  him.  The  mother  is  of  German  de- 
scent and  resides  in  Henry  Connty,  111.  The 
paternal  grandfather  was  born  in  Ireland  and  when 
a  child  was  brought  to  America.  Ira  G.  Foster 
belongs  to  the  G.  A.  E. ,  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  and 
the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

James  E.  French,  superintendent  of  public 
schools  of  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  is  well  known 
throughout  this  portion  of  the  State  as  a  fine  dis- 
ciplinarian and  a  superior  educator.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Fayette  County,  Pa.,  on  the  20th  of 
January,  1856,  he  being  a  son  of  James  W.  and 
Leah  M.  (Field)  French,  and  in  the  county  of  his 
birth  he  was  reared  and  educated,  receiving  the 
advantages  of  the  common-schools.  After  teach- 
ing for  three  years  in  Pennsylvania,  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  in  April,  1879,  and  began  working  at 
his  trade,  that  of  a  carpenter,  but  in  the  fall  of 
1879  gave  this  up  to  again  engage  in  teaching, 
which  he  continued  until  1 883,  having  been  principal 
of  the  Nelson  piiblic  schools  in  the  spring  of  1882. 
He  first  filled  the  position  of  deputy  treasurer  of 
Nuckolls  County,  then  became  deputy  county  clerk, 
then  deputy  clerk  of  the  district  court,  filling  these 
positions  until  he  was  elected  county  superintendent 
of  schools  in  November,  1887.  After  serving  one 
term,  he  was  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  is 
still  the  incumbent  of  that  office,  his  salary  being 
$1,200.  Prof.  French  has  always  been  a  Eepub- 
lican  in  his  political  views,  is  a  member  of  the  K. 
of  P.,  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.  socially,  and  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Christian  Church.  The  most  of  his 
education  was  received  under  the  directions  of  his 
father  by  the  fireside  at  home,  the  latter  having 
been  a  school  teacher  for  about  thirty  years.  He, 
as  well  as  his  father,  was  born  in  Fayette  County, 
Pa.,  but  the  great-grandfather  came  from  England 
or  Wales,  as  a  scribe,  to  fight  against  the  colonists, 
and  during  the  Eevolutionary  struggle  was  taken 
prisoner  and  here  afterward  concluded  to  locate, 
becoming  a  school  teacher.  The  maternal  grand- 
mother was  a  West,  a  relative  of  Benjamin  West. 

Rev.    William    S.    Fulton,   minister,    Nuckolls 


County.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  was  born  in 
Logan  County,  Ohio,  March  .17,  1849.  His  father, 
James  Fulton,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania,  and  re- 
mained in  his  native  State  until  he  had  reached 
his  eighteenth  year,  when  he  came  to  Logan  Coun- 
ty, Ohio,  and  settled  on  a  farm,  subsequently  mar- 
rying Misa  Mary  Stewart,  a  native  of  Champaign 
County.  He  was  one  of  the  pioneers  of  that  coun- 
ty, having  settled  there  when  the  Indians  were 
still  numerous  and  the  whole  country  a  wilderness. 
He  still  resides  on  the  old  place,  having  been  a 
resident  of  that  county  for  nearly  seventy  years, 
and  is  now  in  his  eighty-eighth  year  and  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Eeformed  Presbyterian  Church. 
Mrs.  Fulton  passed  fi-om  this  life  May  28,  1878. 
She  was  respected  and  loved  by  all  who  knew  her, 
for  her  amiable.  Christian  character.  Eev.  Will- 
iam S.  Fulton  grew  to  manhood  in  Logan  County, 
and  received  his  education  at  Geneva  College, 
from  that  institution  being  graduated  in  1873; 
subsequently  he  took  a  theological  course  at  Alle- 
gheny City,  which  he  completed  in  1877,  and  in 
December  of  that  year  was  ordained  as  a  minister. 
He  came  west  as  a  missionary  in  1876,  and  spent 
the  summer  of  that  year  in  Webster  county,  or- 
ganizing churches,  etc.  In  1877  he  entered  into 
active  ministerial  work,  taking  charge  of  a  church 
in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  near  Zanesville,  over 
which  he  presided  for  five  years,  one  year  of  that 
time  being  spent  in  traveling  for  the  church  in 
different  States.  In  the  fall  of  1884  he  came  to 
Nebraska,  and  the  same  year  received  a  call  from 
the  Eeformed  Presbyterian  congregation  of  Beulah, 
where  he  still  labors,  beloved  by  his  people.  The 
church  membership  at  that  time  was  very  small, 
but  under  Mr.  Fulton's  efficient  pastorate  it  has 
grown  steadily,  and  now  numbers  over  seventy 
members.  He  has  charge  of  two  organizations, 
with  a  Sabbath-school  connected  with  each.  Mr. 
Fulton  was  married  in  Branch  Coimty,  Mich., 
August  27,  1877,  to  Miss  Jennie  French,  a  most 
estimable  young  lady.  She  was  born  and  reared 
in  Branch  County.  She  is  a  graduate  of  Geneva 
College  (Ohio),  and  for  some  years  previous  to  her 
marriage  was  engaged  in  teaching.  She  is  now  a 
prominent  worker  in  the  W.   C.  T.   U. ,  and  is  a 
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very  superior  lady.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Fulton  are  the 
parents  of  three  interesting  children:  Mary  Es- 
tella,  Adrienne  and  Bessie. 

Charles  H.  Gillett,  farmer  and  stockman,  of 
Highland  Precinct,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  is  a 
native  of  Marshall  County,  111. ,  where  he  was  born 
in  1855.  His  parents,  Cory  don  and  Mercy  A. 
(Bagley)  Gillett,  were  born  in  Connecticut  and 
Ohio,  in  1812  and  1822,  respectively,  and  in  the 
latter  State  they  were  married  about  the  year 
1845.  Mr.  Gillett  first  removed  from  his  native 
State  to  New  York,  from  there  to  Ohio,  and  finally 
settled  in  Illinois,  being  still  a  resident  of  Marshall 
County,  having  followed  the  occupation  of  agri- 
culture all  his  life.  Seven  of  the  nine  children 
bom  to  himself  and  wife  grew  to  maturity,  and 
are  still  living:  Mary  (who  lives  with  her  parents), 
Henry  (a  mechanic,  of  Chicago),  Elizabeth  (de- 
ceased), Benjamin  (living  in  York  Coiinty,  Neb.), 
Charles  H.,  Lusetta  (deceased),  William,  Louella 
(wife  of  Asa  Nighswonger,  a  mechanic  of  Chicago) 
and  Sherman  (a  resident  of  Chicago).  Charles  H. 
Gillett,  after  living  with  his  parents  until  he  was 
twenty- two  years  of  age,  and  receiving  the  advan- 
tages of  a  common-school  education,  began  life 
for  himself  as  an  Illinois  farmer,  but,  after  follow- 
ing the  plow  in  that  State  for  six  years,  he  moved 
to  York  County,  Neb.,  and  in  the  spring  of  1886 
came  to  Nuckolls  County,  having  purchased  his 
present  property  here  in  February,  1880.  This 
land  was  totally  unimproved  when  he  settled  on  it 
four  years  ago,  but  it  is  now  considered  one  of  the 
best  farms  in  this  section  of  the  country,  and  is 
well  improved  in  the  matter  of  buildings,  fences, 
etc. ,  and  eighty  acres  are  under  cultivation.  Nancy 
E.  Baker,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Henrietta 
(Weaver)  Baker,  became  his  wife  in  December, 
1878,  her  birth  having  occurred  in  Stark  County, 
111.      Politically  Mr.  Gillett  is  a  Republican. 

Adam  Glasgow,  a  farmer  and  stock-raiser  of 
Alban  Precinct,  Nuckolls  County,  was  born  in 
Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  September  17,  18-11.  His 
father,  Arthur  Glasgow,  a  native  of  the  Emerald 
Isle  (County  Antrim),  was  born  July  1,  1815,  and 
emigrated  with  his  parents  to  this  country  when 
he  was   fifteen  years  of  age,  locating  in  Ohio,  in 


1832,  where  he  spent  the  remainder  of  his  youth. 
He  married,  October  20,  1840,  at  Wheeling,  W.  Va., 
Miss  Jane  Neal,  who  was  also  born  in  Ireland 
(County  Derry),  October  15,  1815,  and  brought  his 
bride  to  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  and  there  made  a 
farm,  which  he  cultivated,  and  reared  his  family 
of  six  boys  and  four  daughters.  His  wife  died  on 
January  28,  188*5,  but  Mr.  Glasgow  still  survives, 
at  the  ripe  old  age  of  seventy- four  years.  Adam 
Glasgow  grew  to  manhood  in  Guernsey  County, 
Ohio,  remaining  with  his  father  until  he  was 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  on  October  16,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  Company  H,  Sixty-fifth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  till  December  31, 
1863,  and  was  discharged  at  Blain's  Cross  Roads, 
East  Tennessee,  by  reason  of  re-enlistment  as  a 
veteran  volunteer.  He  re-enlisted  January  1, 1864, 
and  served  in  the  same  command  till  May  27, 1865, 
and  was  discharged.  During  this  time  he  was  pro- 
moted to  corporal.  He  was  in  the  battles  of  Stone 
River  and  Chickamauga,  and  all  the  engagements 
with  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was  four 
and  a  half  months  in  prison,  being  caj^tured  at 
Stone  Mountain,  Ga. ;  was  held  in  Camp  Ogle- 
thorp,  Ga. ,  also  at  Augusta,  Ga. ,  and  Florence,  S. 
C.-  While  in  the  service  he  had  his  feet  so  badly 
frozen  that  three  pieces  of  bone  came  out  of  his 
right  foot.  After  receiving  his  discharge,  he  re- 
turned to  his  home,  in  Guernsey  County,  and  in 
the  following  year  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil,  con- 
tinuing in  that  occupation  for  four  years,  at  which 
time  he  took  Horace  Greeley's  advice,  and  went 
west,  to  Page  County,  Iowa,  and  located  a  farm, 
which  he  broke  out  and  improved,  living  on  it  for 
seven  years.  In  1875  he  moved  to  Platte  County, 
Neb. ,  and  took  a  homestead,  and  after  residing  on 
it  five  years,  he  proved  up  on  it,  sold  it,  and 
then  came  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb. ,  and  purchased 
his  present  property,  which  was  then  wild  land, 
but  is  now  under  cultivation,  and  has  been  gi-eatly 
improved  by  the  erection  of  buildings  and  planting 
of  trees.  His  farm  comprises  160  acres  of  land, 
100  of  which  he  has  under  cultivation,  and  in  con- 
nection with  farming  this  land,  Mr.  Glasgow  has  the 
use  of  120  acres,  which  he  leased,  seventy  of  which 
he  cultivates,  and  forty  of  which  are  under  fence 
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for  pasture.  Mr.  Glasgow  chose  Miss  Anna  Myers, 
of  Tuscarawas  County,  Ohio,  as  his  companion  in 
life,  and  wedded  her  in  Ohio,  in  the  spring  of  1869, 
on  March  11.  She  was  the  daughter  of  David  and 
Harriet  Myers.  Mrs.  Glasgow's  parents  were  of 
German  descent.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Glasgow  had 
eight  children  born  to  them:  Sarah  Edna  (born 
in  Page  County,  September  13,  1871,  and  married 
to  Mr.  Samuel  C.  Mawhiney,  April  3,  1890),  James 
Cameron  (born  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  July  13, 
1873,  is  a  young  man  at  home),  Mary  Arabella 
(born  March  6,  1876,  in  Platte  County,  Neb.), 
Jennie  Florence  (born  February  15,  1878,  in  Platte 
County,  Neb. ),  Rose  May  (born  July  4,  1880,  in 
Platte  County,  Neb. ),  Cora  Gertrude  (born  Janu- 
ary 7,  1883,  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.),  Arthur 
Neal  (born  Se^jtember  10,  1885,  in  Nuckolls  Coun- 
ty, Neb.),  Ethel  Joy  (born  March  7,  1888,  in  Nuck- 
oils  County,  Neb.,  and  died  July  22,  1889,  aged 
one  year,  three  months  and  fifteen  days).  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Glasgow  and  their  three  eldest  children  are 
members  of  the  Reformed  Presbyterian  Church. 

John  G.  Graham,  farmer  and  stock- man,  Edgar, 
Neb.  Mr.  Graham,  a  successful  and  progressive 
farmer  of  Nuckolls  County,  was  born  in  Todd 
County,  Ky.,  on  June  26,  1831,  and  was  the  eldest 
of  six  children,  three  now  living,  born  to  his  par- 
ents. The  latter  were  natives  of  North  Carolina 
and  Kentucky,  and  born  in  1801  and  1809,  re- 
spectively. The  father  very  distinctly  remembered 
the  War  of  1812.  The  mother  is  still  living,  makes 
her  home  in  Iowa,  and  is  eighty-one  years  of  age. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Miss  Mary  A.  Stephenson. 
John  G.  Graham  emigrated  with  his  parents  to 
Central  Illinois  when  three  years  of  age,  received 
his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and  has  always 
been  interested  in  educational  matters.  During 
the  war  he  enlisted  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred 
and  Thirty-third  Illinois  Volunteers,  and  was  mus- 
tered into  service  at  Springfield,  111.  He  served 
his  time  and  re-enlisted  in  Company  I,  One  Hun- 
dred and  Forty-fom-th  Illinois  Volunteers  for  one 
year,  being  placed  on  garrison  duty.  He  was  hon- 
orably discharged  at  Springfield,  111.  In  the  sum- 
mer of  1804  he  weighed  185  pounds,  and  meas- 
ured five  feet  nine  and  a   half  inches  in  height. 


Since  then  he  has  been  afflicted  with  spinal  trouble 
and  weighs  but  121  pounds,  and  is  but  five  feet  in 
height.  He  was  married  in  Macoupin  County,  111. , 
to  Miss  Nancy  Johnson,  and  to  them  were  born 
eight  children,  six  now  living:  Isaac  Thomas  (a 
farmer  by  occupation,  married  Miss  Hagler,  a  native 
of  Illinois),  William  H.  H.  (a  farmer  by  occupa- 
tion, married  Miss  Powell,  a  native  of  Illinois), 
Newton  (single,  is  engaged  in  farming  on  the  old 
homestead),  Carrie  B.  (married  John  E.  Appleyard, 
a  native  of  England,  having  emigrated  from  that 
country  in  1872,  and  is  now  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil),  Edwin  Everly  (single  and  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation) and  Hattie  M.  (who  is  a  well  educated 
young  lady  and  is  residing  at  home.  Mr.  Graham 
has  always  been  of  strong  abolition  principles,  and 
cast  his  first  presidential  vote  for  Gen.  John  C. 
Fremont.  He  is  a  stanch  Republican.  Mr.  Gra- 
ham is  an  active  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. ,  belonged 
at  Waverly,  111.,  to  Hicks  Lodge  No.  80,  and  is  now 
a  charter  member  of  Edgar  Lodge.  He  also  advo- 
cates the  princifiles  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  being 
a  member  of  the  same  in  the  Clay  County  Lodge, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  at  Edgar.  He 
and  Mrs.  Graham  are  worthy  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Edgar,  Neb.  They 
have  a  pleasant  home,  are  the  owners  of  400  acres 
of  land,  and  have  some  fine  blooded  stock. 

Alansou  L.  Greenleaf,  Bostwick  Township, 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
was  born  in  Chenango  County,  N.  Y.,  July  30, 
1831,  and  is  a  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  Ann 
(Thornington)  Greenleaf,  both  of  whom  were  born 
in  Chenango  Cotinty.  The  father  tilled  the  soil 
in  Chenango  County  for  many  years,  but  in  1862 
he  went  to  Nevada,  and  located  on  a  ranch  on  Car- 
son River,  on  which  he  resided  until  his  death  in 
July,  1864,  his  wife  dying  a  few  days  before  his 
death  occurred.  They  reared  a  family  of  five  chil- 
dren to  maturity,  of  whom  our  subject  is  the  second 
child  and  the  oldest  son.  He  was  reared  to  farm- 
labor  in  his  native  county,  and  on  attaining  his 
majority  he  left  his  home  and  located  on  a  farm  in 
the  same  county,  which  he  cultivated  until  1875, 
when  he  sold  out  and  came  west,  locating  in  Re- 
public County,  Kas.,  in  October,  1876.     He  bought 
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a  claim  which  he  pre-empted,  and  soon  made  into 
a  good  farm.  He  built  a  good  house  and  resided 
there  for  seven  years  and  then,  in  1883,  he  sold 
out  and  moved  to  Nebraska,  purchasing  the  160 
acres  of  land  on  which  he  is  now  living.  On  this 
he  has  erected  a  good  one-story  residence,  sub- 
stantial out-buildings,  etc.  Some  time  since  Mr. 
Greenleaf  sold  eighty  acres  of  this  land  to  his  son 
Charles  F.,  keeping  eighty  acres  for  himself,  and 
he  has  about  sixty  acres  of  this  land  under  cultiva- 
tion. Mr.  Greenleaf  votes  a  straight  Democratic 
ticket.  He  was  married  in  Chenango  County,  N. 
Y.,  September  15,  1853,  to  Miss  Sarah  M.  Gould, 
a  native  of  New  York,  and  the  daughter  of  Orsemus 
Gould,  and  this  union  was  blessed  in  the  birth  of 
five  children,  viz.:  Edgar  L.,  Arthur  J.,  Charles 
F.,  Ceola  M.,  and  Louis  A.  Edgar  L.  is  married 
and  makes  his  home  in  Jewell  County,  Kas. ;  Ar- 
thur J.  (married)  died  in  July,  1887,  in  his  twenty- 
ninth  year;  Charles  F.  is  married  and  lives  ad- 
joining his  father  on  a  part  of  the  farm;  Ceola  M. 
is  the  wife  of  Frank  Willkins,  of  Republic  County, 
Kas.,  and  Louis  A.  is  a  lad  of  eleven  years. 

L.  E.  Griffeth,  jeweler,  of  Nelson,  Neb.,  was 
born  in  Pavia,  Pa.,  in  the  year  1857,  and  although 
reared  to  a  farming  and  saw-milling  life,  he  ac- 
quired a  good  education  in  the  common  schools. 
At  the  age  of  twenty  years  he  was  married  to 
Miss  Lizzie  Whysong,  a  native  of  the  same  place 
as  himself,  born  in  1856,  she  having  been  a  teacher 
in  the  public  schools  of  Pennsylvania  for  some 
years  prior  to  her  marriage.  From  childhood  Mr. 
Griffeth  had  a  desire  to  learn  the  watch  maker  and 
jeweler's  trade,  but  did  not  find  a  way  to  gratify 
his  wishes  until  after  he  had  attained  his  majority 
and  was  married.  He  commenced  his  apprenticeship 
at  the  age  of  twenty-five  years  in  Bedford,  Pa., 
and  at  the  end  of  three  years  was  thoroughly 
familiar  with  the  details  of  this  business.  While 
learning  the  trade  he  used  the  funds  he  had  saved 
while  he  worked  at  blacksmithing  in  previous 
years,  his  accumulations  being  amply  sufficient  to 
provide  for  himself  and  family,  and  at  the  end  of 
this  time  he  moved  to  Nelson,  Neb.,  where  he 
opened  a  jewelry  store,  in  connection  with  a  part- 
ner.      Although  Mr.    Griffeth  made   considerable 


money,  they  were  so  unfortunate  as  to  be  burned 
out,  but  nothing  daunted  Mr.  Griffeth  again 
opened  a  jewelry  establishment,  only  to  be  once 
more  burned  out.  Although  he  sustained  very 
heavy  losses,  he  is  once  more  following  his  trade, 
and  as  he  receives  the  patronage  of  all  his  old 
patrons  he  hopes  soon  to  recover  his  lost  ground. 
He  and  his  wife  have  an  interesting  family  of 
four  children:  Elsie,  Irving  Blaine,  Mary  and  Lor- 
ing  Edmund,  Jr.  Mr.  Griffeth  is  a  son  of  Will- 
iam and  Susan  (Harlzel)  Griffeth,  both  of  whom 
were  Pennsylvanians.  The  father  owned  a  large 
coopering  establishment  and  saw  mill,  and  died  in 
1886,  at  the  age  of  ninety-five  years,  his  wife  dy- 
ing in  1878,  at  the  age  of  eighty  years.  Of  a 
family  of  fourteen  children  born  to  them  all  are 
living,  of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the 
youngest.  The  paternal  grandfather  was  born  in 
Wales,  and  upon  coming  to  America  served  in  the 
Revolutionary  War.  The  maternal  grandfather 
came  from  Germany. 

Edward  L.  Grisell,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Superior.  This  prominent  agriculturist  and  much 
esteemed  citizen  of  Garfield  Township,  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.,  was  originally  from  the  Keystone 
State,  where  his  birth  occurred  October  16,  1820, 
and  is  the  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Adams) 
Grisell,  both  natives  also  of  Pennsylvania.  The 
parents  moved  to  Ohio  in  1821,  settled  in  Harrison 
County,  which  they  found  a  wilderness,  and  there 
the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  and  blacksmith- 
ing. He  remained  there  until  the  year  1829,  when 
he  removed  to  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  and  there 
passed  the  remainder  of  his  days,  his  death  occur- 
ring about  1863  at  a  ripe  old  age.  The  mother 
died  in  1880  at  the  age  of  eighty-six  years.  Ed- 
ward L.  Grisell,  the  second  of  twelve  children, 
eight  of  whom  grew  to  maturity,  attained  his 
growth  and  secured  a  common-school  education  in 
Ohio.  He  had  one  brother  in  the  Civil  War, 
Thomas  S.,  who  enlisted  in  the  Twenty-fifth  Ohio 
Regiment,  and  was  killed  at  the  battle  of  Cross 
Keys.  Mr.  Grisell  was  married  in  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, in  1843,  to  Miss  Emily  Gray,  a  native  of  Har- 
rison County,  and  the  daughter  of  Elijah  and  Char- 
lotte (Davis)  Gray.      Mr.  Grisell  came  to  Nebraska 
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in  1881,  located  where  lie  now  resides  on  Oak 
Creek,  which  is  well  timbered,  and  is  the  owner  of 
320  acres  of  well  improved  land;  most  of  which  is 
bottom  land  and  very  fertile.  To  his  marriage 
were  born  eight  children,  six  of  whom  grew  to  ma- 
turity: Jesse  D.,  Charlotte  J.  (wife  of  M.  S.  Stine), 
Annie  (wife  of  C.  N.  Tomlinson),  Simeon,  Emma 
(wife  of  E.  Carpenter)  and  Thomas.  George  and 
Addie  died  in  infancy.  Jesse  D.  Grisell,  the  eld- 
est of  this  family,  was  born  in  August,  1846,  and 
was  reared  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  where  he  re- 
ceived a  good  education.  He  then  taught  school 
for  four  years  in  that  county,  and  in  1868  was 
wedded  to  Miss  Sarah  Tomlinson,  a  native  of  Mon- 
roe County,  Ohio,  who  came  to  Nebraska  in  1880. 
Jesse  D.  Grisell  located  on  the  farm  adjoining  the 
town,  on  which  he  and  his  father  both  reside.  To 
his  maiTiage  were  born  two  children:  Charles  and 
Addie.  The  entire  family  are  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Superior,  Neb. 

Charles  W.  Hackler  is  one  of  the  most  success- 
ful young  teachers  in  Nuckolls  County,  and  as  a 
young  man  of  sterling  character  and  good  habits, 
he  is  well  worthy  of  being  represented  in  these 
pages.  He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of 
this  world  in  Adams  County,  111.,  January  1, 1869, 
being  the  youngest  of  six  children  born  to  George 
and  K.  Hackler,  both  of  whom  were  natives  of 
Tennessee.  The  latter  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Tabitha  Jones,  who  resided  in  Anderson  Coun- 
ty, Tenn.  James  Jones  was  born  in  Hawkins 
County,  Tenn.,  in  1800.  At  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  he  was  united  in  marriage  to  Tabitha  Staley. 
Ten  children  were  the  result  of  this  union,  whose 
names  in  the  order  of  their  ages  are  as  follows: 
John,  Nancy,  James  T.,  Louisa,  Kisiah,  William 
R. ,  Mary  A. ,  Arthur  A. ,  Lucinda  and  Andrew  J. 
James  Jones  began  the  practice  of  law  at  the  age 
of  twenty-five,  and  remained  in  the  profession  until 
his  death,  which  occurred  in  1854.  Kisiah  Jones 
was  born  in  Anderson  County,  Tenn.,  in  1829, 
where  she  grew  to  young  womanhood.  In  1852 
she  was  united  in  marriage  to  George  H.  Hackler, 
son  of  George  and  Eve  Hackler.  George  H.  Hack- 
ler was  born  in  McMinn  County,  Tenn.,  in  1817. 
While  young  he  tried  various  employments,  but 


finally  settled  down  to  the  work  of  teaching,  in 
which  profession  he  continued  until  after  his  mar- 
riage in  1852.  The  newly  married  couple  emi- 
grated to  Scott  County,  111. ,  and  settled  on  a  farm, 
thence  moving  to  Adams  County,  111.,  and  after- 
ward to  Piatt  County,  111.,  and  there  remained 
until  the  death  of  George  H.  Hackler,  which 
occurred  in  1882.  In  the  spring  of  1885  his 
widow  and  four  children  removed  to  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb. ,  where  they  now  reside.  There  were 
born  to  George  H.  and  Kisiah  Hackler  six  chil- 
dren, whose  names  in  the  order  of  their  ages  are  as 
follows:  John  B.,  Elcy  J.,  George  T.,  Tryphena, 
Owen  H.  and  Charles  W.  John  B.  Hackler  re- 
ceived an  education  at  Valparaiso,  Ind. ,  and  after- 
ward attended  the  State  Normal  School  at  Bloom- 
ington.  111.  He  engaged  in  the  profession  of 
teaching,  in  which  he  remained  three  years,  and  in 
the  meantime  studied  telegraphy.  He  now  holds 
a  position  on  the  Illinois  Central  Railroad.  He 
was  married  to  Miss  Anna  Heckman,  of  Manito, 
111.,  in  1886.  They  now  reside  at  New  Holland, 
111.  Elcy  J.  Hackler  received  a  common-school 
education,  and  was  married  to  Warren  Cain  in 
1878.  Three  childi-en  were  born  to  them:  Hen- 
rietta, Lewis  Leonard  and  Elmer.  They  now  re- 
side at  Decatur,  111.  George  T.  Hackler  received 
an  education  in  the  Bement  high  school  at  Bement, 
111.  He  went  to  Nebraska  with  the.  family  at  the 
time  of  their  emigration,  and  is  still  living  on 
the  farm  at  home.  Tryphena  Hackler  received 
her  education  in  the  Clayton  high  school,  at  Clay- 
ton, 111.  She  emigrated  to  Nebraska  with  the 
rest  of  the  family.  She  still  lives  at  home.  Owen 
H.  Hackler  received  an  education  in  the  Bement 
ent  high  school,  at  Bement,  111.  He  came  to  Ne- 
braska with  the  rest  of  the  family  and  remains 
at  home.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  grew  to  man- 
hood in  Nuckolls  County,  and  received  his  educa- 
tion in  the  Superior  high  school,  from  which  he 
was  gradiiated.  After  completing  his  scholastic 
studies  he  commenced  teaching,  and  has  continued 
in  that  occupation  with  marked  success  for  three 
years.  He  is  a  very  promising  young  man,  and  is 
already  considered  one  of  the  best  educators  in  the 
county. 
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J.  M.  Hall,  justice  of  the  peace  of  Nelson,  is  a 
native  of  Indiana,  born  in  Putnam  County,  Aug- 
ust 25,  1839,  and  is  one  of  the  much-esteemed  citi- 
zens of  the  county.  He  received  limited  educa- 
tional advantages  in  his  youth,  and  was  early  taught 
the  duties  of  farm  life.  After  growing  up,  he  went 
to  Missouri,  where  he  remained  for  several  years, 
and  was  engaged  in  the  storage  business  for  one 
year.  He  then  went  to  Paris,  of  that  State,  where 
he  worked  on  a  farm  for  some  time  and  then  went 
to  Iowa  to  join  his  parents,  who  had  moved  there 
in  1851.  The  following  fall  he  returned  to  In- 
diana with  an  uncle,  and  on  September  17,  1861, 
he  joined  the  Northern  army,  Company  I.  Twenty- 
seventh  Regiment,  Indiana  Volunteer  Infantry. 
He  was  discharged  on  December  17,  1862,  on  ac- 
count of  a  gunshot  wound  received  in  the  shoulder, 
just  one  year  from  the  day  he  was  mustered  into 
service.  Just  three  weeks  after  receiving  his  wound 
he  had  an  operation  performed  on  his  shoulder, 
after  which  he  was  totally  disabled  from  further 
service  in  the  army.  He  then  returned  to  Indiana, 
and  from  there  to  his  parents  in  Iowa.  Seeing  the 
necessity  of  a  better  education  he  attended  school 
for  some  time,  and  in  the  winter  of  1863-64, 
began  teaching  school.  He  was  married  in  Iowa, 
and  remained  there  teaching  in  the  public  schools 
until  1873,  when  he  went  to  Denver,  Colo.  After 
remaining  west  for  some  time,  he  returned  to  Iowa, 
and  there  his  wife  died  in  the  summer  of  1874.  He 
again  attended  school  and  came  to  Nelson  in  March, 
1875,  taking  a  homestead  in  Section  8,  Town  2, 
Range  8,  in  June  of  that  year.  He  subsequently 
sold  his  homestead,  moved  to  town  and  engaged  in 
the  farm  machinery  and  implement  business,  which 
he  continued  until  1889.  He  then  closed  out  and 
started  a  livery  bam,  which  he  has  since  success- 
fully conducted.  He  filled  the  office  of  justice  of 
the  peace  while  in  Iowa,  also  held  the  same  posi- 
tion while  living  on  his  farm  in  Nebraska,  and  now 
holds  that  position  in  Nelson.  He  was  first  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Nancy  J.  Ellis,  who  bore  him  two  chil- 
dren, both  deceased.  In  1877  Mr.  Hall  married 
Miss  Mary  J.  Atkisson,  and  they  have  four  chil- 
dren— two  daughters  and  two  sons — all  living  and 
named    as    follows:    Jessie,    Maude,    Claude    and 


Charley.  Mr.  Hall  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  is 
a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R.,  and  for  thirty-two  years 
has  been  a  member  of  the  Baptist  Church,  of 
which  he  is  deacon.  He  is  the  son  of  Warren  and 
Cynthia  (Parkes)  Hall,  the  father  a  native  of  Ken- 
tucky and  the  mother  of  North  Carolina.  Both 
died  in  Iowa,  the  former  in  Clarke  and  the  latter  in 
Decatur  County.  Mr.  Hall  had  three  brothers  and 
four  step-brothers  in  the  Union  army  during  the 
war. 

Frederick  S.  Halverson,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
living  on  Section  10,  Town  4,  Range  8,  Victor 
Township.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  and  his 
estimable  wife  have  borne  a  most  useful  and  promi 
nent  part  in  the  settlement  and  development  of  the 
county,  having  been  identified  with  its  interests 
since  1870,  at  which  time  they  came  here  and  took 
up  land  on  which  they  have  since  made  their  home, 
but  not  without  considerable  difficulty.  In  the 
first  days  of  their  settlement  they  experienced  a 
great  deal  of  trouble  with  the  Indians,  at  one  time 
being  driven  from  home  by  the  savages.  They 
were  among  the  very  early  settlers  in  this  section, 
Mrs.  Halverson  being  the  very  first  white  woman 
on  Liberty  Creek,  and  about  the  first  in  this  part 
of  the  county,  and  consequently  she  has  gone 
through  some  pretty  rough  experiences.  For 
many  years  after  her  settlement  she  was  the  only 
doctor  in  this  part  of  the  county,  and  during  this 
time  attended  365  births.  Mr.  Halverson  took  a 
prominent  part  in  organizing  the  county.  He  was 
born  in  Fall  River,  Mass.,  in  1829,  being  the  fifth 
of  ten  children  born  to  Cenute  and  Ann  (Olson) 
Halverson,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Denmark. 
They  were  wedded  in  their  native  land  and  soon  after 
came  to  America,  choosing  Fall  River,  Mass.,  as 
their  place  of  residence,  and  here  they  had  estab- 
lished a  good  home  for  their  young  and  growing 
family,  when  death  invaded  their  home  circle, 
removing  the  wife  and  mother.  Her  death  ren- 
dered ten  little  children  motherless,  their  names 
being  Halver,  Margaret,  Mary,  Charles,  Frederick 
(oui-  subject),  Joseph,  Minnie,  Carry,  Caroline  and 
Cenute.  The  father  died  in  Fall  River,  Mass., 
some  time  since  the  war.  They  were  both  mem- 
bers  of    the    Friends'   Church,   and  were  greatly 


^^ 


l^ 


^1 


HISTORY  OF  NEBRASKA. 


respected  and  esteemed  in  the  community  in  which 
they  resided.  The  immediate  subject  of  this 
sketch  passed  his  boyhood  days  in  his  native  town. 
In  early  youth  he  went  to  Wisconsin  and  settled  on 
a  farm,  tilling  the  soil  in  the  summer,  and  attend- 
ing school  in  the  winter.  In  1855  he  went  to 
Dubuque  County,  Iowa,  and  for  a  number  of 
years  was  engaged  in  cutting  and  hauling  timber 
at  that  place,  and  here  his  marriage  to  Miss  Mary 
Young  was  consummated  in  1803.  She  was  a 
daughter  of  Charles  and  Ann  (Donley)  Young,  the 
latter  a  native  of  Bedford  County,  Pa.  Her 
father  has  a  very  interesting  history.  He  was  born 
in  Ireland  in  1876,  and  when  a  child  of  but  two 
years,  his  parents  were  killed  and  he  stolen  and 
taken  aboard  a  pirate  vessel,  on  which  he  remained 
for  thirty  four  years.  He  left  the  vessel  in  1812 
on  the  American  coast,  and  upon  landing  was 
taken  prisoner  as  a  spy.  He  afterward  served  in  the 
War  of  181 2.  He  was  married  in  Bedford  County, 
Pa.,  subsequently  moving  to  Ohio,  and  followed 
the  tailor's  trade  very  successfully  in  Athens 
County.  He  died  in  1840  and  his  wife  in  1880. 
They  were  both  church  members,  the  father  believ- 
ing in  the  doctrines  of  the  Presbyterian  and  the 
mother  in  those  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  They  reared  a  family  of  nine  children: 
AdolphtTs,  Rhoda,  Amy,  Amanda,  Mary,  Nancy, 
America,  Joseph  and  Elizabeth.  After  his  marriage 
Mr.  Halverson  settled  down  to  farming  in  Iowa,  and 
tilled  the  soil  with  reasonable  success  for  seven 
years,  when,  hearing  of  the  superior  soil  and 
climate  of  Nebraska,  he  resolved  to  cast  his  fort- 
unes with  this  new  State,  and  accordingly  located 
in  Nuckolls  County,  as  noted  in  the  beginning  of 
this  sketch,  and  success  has  attended  him  ever 
since.  They  have  fought  their  way  in  this  new 
country,  and  their  success  is  well  deserved.  In 
politics  Mr.  Halverson  sides  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  both  he  and  wife  are  church  members, 
he  worshiping  at  the  Methodist  Episcopal  and 
she  at  the  Baptist  Church.  Their  married  life  has 
not  been  blessed  with  any  children,  but  they  have 
taken  two  children — Rhoda  E.  and  Elizabeth — to 
their  heart  and  home.  The  elder  child,  Rhoda, 
was  the  first  white  child  born  in  this  part  of  the 


county.  She  is  now  the  wife  of  O.  F.  Diekerson; 
Elizabeth  is  still  at  home  and  attending  school. 
Viola  Wagner  and  Mr.  Halverson  organized  the 
first  Sunday-school  (Methodist)  on  Liberty  Creek, 
in  a  dug-out. 

James  Hanthorn,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nora 
Township.  Thomas  and  Ann  (Hawthorne)  Han- 
thorn were  both  born  in  the  North  of  Ireland,  and 
there  passed  their  childhood  and  more  mature 
years,  and  here,  too,  they  were  married,  but  soon 
after  this  latter  event  took  place,  thinking  the  new 
world  afforded  larger  opportunities  for  an  indus- 
trious young  couple  to  establish  a  good,  comforta- 
ble home,  they  came  to  America  in  1825.  Upon 
their  arrival  they  located  in  Baltimore,  Md,,  re- 
maining there  for  some  time,  and  then  moved  to 
Chambersburg,  Pa.,  where  the  father  built  two 
miles  of  railroad,  and  it  was  at  this  place  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  first  opened  his  eyes,  the  sixth 
of  their  nine  children.  They  continued  to  make 
their  home  in  Pennsylvania  until  James  had 
reached  his  ninth  year,  and  then  moved  to  Illinois, 
locating  near  Abingdon,  in  Knox  County,  where 
the  father  took  up  a  farm  of  rough,  unbroken  land, 
which  he  cleared  and  made  into  a  good  f^rm,  on 
which  he  resided  until  January  3,  1872,  when  he 
passed  from  this  earth.  His  faithful  companion 
survived  this  sorrow  until  July,  1880,  when  she, 
too,  passed  away.  The  father  was  one  of  the 
pioneers  of  Knox  County,  where  he  was  well  known, 
having  done  much  toward  the  improvement  and 
development  of  that  county,  and  his  death  was 
greatly  regretted.  The  subject  of  this  sketch 
spent  his  boyhood  and  youth  in  Illinois,  being 
reared  to  hard  work  on  his  father's  farm,  and  ob- 
tained his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Knox  County.  In  October,  1861,  he  went  to  de- 
fend the  Union,  enlisting  in  Company  K,  Fifty- 
fifth  Illinois  Infantry  (which  company  he  had  taken 
an  active  part  in  forming)  for  three  years,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Chicago,  and  served  as 
corporal  for  nearly  a  year,  when  he  was  honorably 
discharged  for  disability,  receiving  his  discharge 
at  St.  Louis,  in  August,  1862.  He  was  in  the 
Army  of  Tennessee,  and  belonged  to  the  Fifteenth 
Army  Corps.      He  participated   in   the  battle    of 
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Sbiloh,  at  which  battle  he  was  struck  in  the  aukle 
by  a  fragment  of  shell.  He  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  St.  Louis,  in  which  he  remained  some 
eight  weeks,  and  then  went  home  and  engaged  in 
teaching,  in  which  occupation  he  continued  in 
Knox  County  for  a  number  of  years.  He  selected 
Miss  Sarah  E.  Teel  as  a  life  companion,  and  mar- 
ried her  in  Knox  County,  111.,  on  April  29,  1869, 
and  their  life  has  been  gladdened  by  four  children: 
Walter  Allyn,  Lucy  L.,  Emma  E.  and  Mattie 
Alice.  Mrs.  Hanthorn  was  born  in  Macoupin,  111., 
a  daughter  of  Ammi  C.  and  Delia  (Allyn)  Teel,  na- 
tives of  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  respective- 
ly. The  father  was  a  contractor  and  Ijuilder  by 
occupation,  and  moved  to  Macoupin  County,  111., 
January  1,  1846,  and  opened  up  a  farm.  In  1864 
he  moved  to  Knox  County,  111. ,  and  there  made 
his  home  until  1877,  at  which  time  he  came  to  Ne- 
braska, and  is  now  living  at  Indianola.  The 
mother  died  in  Knox  County,  111.,  in  1866.  Im- 
mediately after  his  marriage  Mr.  Hanthorn  settled 
on  a  farm  in  Knox  County,  111. ,  and  tilled  the  soil 
there  with  moderate  success  until  1879,  and  then 
came  to  Nebraska.  He  purchased  160  acres  of 
raw  prairie  land,  and  immediately  set  about  im- 
proving it,  and  now  has  his  farm  under  a  good 
state  of  cultivation,  with  a  good  farm  residence, 
substantial  barn,  sheds,  out-buildings,  etc.  He 
also  owns  160  acres  of  choice  laud  in  Northern 
Kansas.  In  politics  Mr.  Hanthorn  is  a  stanch  Re- 
publican, and  takes  an  active  interest  in  the  polit- 
ical affairs  of  his  county.  In  the  fall  of  1888  he 
was  elected  representative  of  the  Forty-third  Dis- 
trict, and  is  now  very  efficiently  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  position.  He  has  always  taken  a 
deep  interest  in  all  affairs  of  the  county,  especially 
its  religious  and  educational  matters.  He  was 
active  in  assisting  to  organize  school  districts,  and 
has  ever  since  taken  a  deep  interest  in  the  schools. 
He  and  wife  are  members  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian Church  of  Superior,  and  are  zealous  work- 
ers in  the  same.  Mr.  Hanthorn  is  especially  in- 
terested in  Sunday-school  work,  always  attending 
the  convention,  and  is  superintendent  of  the  Sun- 
day-school of  his  district.  Although  not  a  pioneer 
of  Nuckolls  County,  Mr.  Hanthorn  has  experienced 


some  of  the  hardships  and  inconveniences  of  early 
settlement,  his  nearest  markets  at  the  time  of  locat- 
ing here  being  Nelson  and  Superior,  a  distance  of 
ten  miles,  to  which  points  he  hauled  the  produce  of 
his  farm.  He  has  a  market  within  four  miles  of 
him  now,  and  the  Northwestern  Railway  crosses 
his  farm.  Although  quite  an  extensive  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  Mr.  Hanthorn  devotes  considerable 
time  to  fruit  culture,  and  has  a  choice  variety  of 
fruits  of  all  kinds.  Socially  he  belongs  to  Nelson 
Lodge  No.  77,  A.  F/  &  A.  M. ,  and  is  a  member 
of  George  H.  Thomas  Post,  G.  A.  R.,  at  Nelson. 
John  Harris,  farmer  and  stock-raiser.  Liberty, 
Neb.  The  occupation  which  Mr.  Harris  now  fol- 
lows has  received  his  attention  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  it  is  but  the  truth  to  say  that  in  it  he  is 
thoroughly  posted  and  well  informed.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Indiana,  where  his  birth  occurred  in 
1838,  and  was  the  second  of  three  children  born  to 
William  and  Julia  Ann  (13ru.sh)  Harris,  natives  of 
the  Old  Dominion.  The  parents  emigrated  to 
Kentucky  at  an  early  day,  thence  to  Indiana,  where 
the  mother  received  her  final  summons.  The  father 
remarried,  moved  from  there  to  Linn  County, 
Iowa,  and  subsequently  to  California.  John  Har- 
ris was  reared  and  educated  like  the  average  coun- 
try boy,  and  in  1859  he  went  to  Marion  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  tilled  the  soil  for  some  time.  In 
1862  he  enlisted,  at  Knoxville,  Iowa,  for  three 
years  in  Company  E,  Fourteenth  Iowa  Infantry, 
and  was  mustered  into  service  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 
He  was  in  the  Western  army,  participated  in  the 
battles  of  Corinth,  Atlanta,  and  in  October,  1862, 
was  transferred  to  Company  I,  First  Missouri 
Light  Artillery,  serving  in  this  company  until  1864. 
He  was  in  the  Carolina  campaign,  and  was  with 
Sherman  on  his  march  to  the  sea;  was  at  the  grand 
review  at  Washington,  D.  C. ,  and  was  honorably 
discharged,  in  June,  1865,  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.  He 
then  returned  to  Marion  County,  Iowa,  and  was 
married  in  that  county  to  Miss  Margaret  Ann  Schir- 
ner,  a  native  of  Indiana,  reared  in  Iowa,  and  the 
daughter  of  Andi-ew  and  Margaret  (Titus)  Schir- 
ner,  who  were  natives  of  Hamburg,  Germany,  and 
Ohio,  respectively.  Mr.  Schirner  was  married  in 
Indiana,  and   in    1847   moved  to  Marion  County, 
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Iowa,  being  one  of  the  earliest  settlers  in  that 
county.  He  enlisted  in  the  army  in  1863  for  three 
years,  and  was  in  what  was  called  the  Gray  Beard 
Regiment,  serving  imtil  1865.  His  death  occurred 
in  June,  1876,  and  the  mother  died  in  March  of  the 
same  year.  After  his  marriage,  Mr.  Harris  tilled 
the  soil,  and  in  1872  he  came  to  Nuckolls  County, 
where  he  homesteaded  160  acres  of  laud.  This  he 
has  been  engaged  in  improving  ever  since,  and  has 
an  excellent  farm.  He  at  first  camped  two  weeks 
in  a  wagon,  while  he  put  up  .a  dug-out,  which  he 
lived  in  for  some  time.  He  was  obliged  to  go  over 
100  miles  for  provisions  at  that  time.  He  has  a 
good  orchard  and  plenty  of  shade  trees.  In  1877 
Mr.  Harris  erected  a  good  story-and-a-half  house, 
this  being  one  of  the  first  in  the  township,  and  he 
has  all  his  land  under  a  good  state  of  cultivation. 
He  is  a  Republican  in  politics,  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Harris  are 
members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church.  To  them 
have  been  born  ten  children,  seven  living:  Mattie 
(now  Mrs.  La  Bounty,  residing  in  Sherman  Pre- 
cinct), Andrew,  Walton,  Lawrence,  Frank,  Willie 
(died  at  the  age  of  one  year  and  eighteen  days). 
Zella  (died  at  the  age  of  eighteen  months),  Nettie, 
James,  Joseph  (who  died  in  infancy).  As  one  of 
the  earliest  settlers  of  Nuckolls  County,  Mr.  Harris 
has  witnessed  the  wonderful  improvement  made  in 
the  last  eighteen  years,  and  has  been  through  the 
grasshopper  raids  of  1874,  was  burned  out  in  1875, 
and  was  in  the  Easter  storm  of  1873,  at  which  time 
the  family,  except  Mr.  Harris,  stayed  in  the  dug- 
out for  three  days.  He  pushed  the  snow  away, 
and  crawling  out  at  the  top  of  the  door,  borrowed 
a  spade  and  shoveled  the  snow  from  the  door,  it 
being  about  ten  feet  deep. 

Joshua  Cottingham  Harritt,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  Angus,  Neb.  Nuckolls  County  has  long 
had  the  reputation  of  being  one  of  the  best  stock- 
raising  counties  in  the  State.  Not  only  do  the 
farmers  here  give  their  principal  attention  to  this 
industry,  but  they  are  generally  men  of  enterprise 
and  information,  who  take  pride  in  agricultural 
affairs  also,  and  certainly  this  has  a  beneficial  re- 
sult, for  it  is  a  source  of  profit  to  the  farmers 
themselves.       Prominent    among  those  who  have 


done  their  full  share  in  advancing  every  interest 
of  the  county  is  Mr.  Harritt,  who  was  born  in 
Ohio  on  June  1,  1836,  and  who  was  the  seventh  of 
eight  children— four  sons  and  four  daughters: 
John  (deceased),  Robert  (deceased),  Jane  (married 
to  John  Dye,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  resides  in 
Jay  County,  Ind.),  Elizabeth  (resides  in  Ohio), 
Mary  (deceased),  Susan  (resides  in  Ohio,  married 
John  Hart,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  farmer  by 
occupation),  Joshua  C.  and  William  (residing  in 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.).  William  is  a  farmer  by 
occupation,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Belle  Dunkle- 
burger,  a  native  of  Ohio.  The  father  of  these 
children  was  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  died 
at  the  advanced  age  of  ninety  years.  He  was 
an  old  veteran  in  the  War  of  1812,  and  was  a 
farmer  by  occupation.  The  mother  was  a  native 
of  Maryland  and  died  at  the  age  of  seventy-one 
years.  Joshua  C.  Harritt' s  educational  advan- 
tages during  youth  were  quite  limited,  but  he  is  a 
friend  and  supporter  of  all  schools.  He  was  mar- 
ried to  Miss  Sarah  Miller,  a  native  of  Ohio,  born 
in  1839,  and  the  fruits  of  this  union  were  seven 
children:  William  S.  (resides  in  Nuckolls  County, 
and  married  Miss  Elizabeth  Dunken,  a  native  of 
Wisconsin;  he  was  well  educated  at  Edgar  graded 
school,  also  took  a  course  at  the  Ottawa  University 
under  the  espionage  of  the  Baptist  Society  and 
fitted  himself  for  professional  work),  Charles  E. 
(attending  school  at  Gibbon,  Neb.),  Maggie  Belle 
(married  William  Dunken,  a  farmer  by  pursuit), 
Robert  F.  (resides  at  home  and  is  a  school  teacher 
by  profession),  Austin  M.  (on  the  old  homestead), 
Olive  G.  and  Olive  E.  (twins).  During  the  war  Mr. 
Harritt  enlisted  in  the  One  Hundred  and  Forty- 
seventh  Ohio  Infantry,  Company  K;  was  mustered 
in  at  Camp  Denison,  Ohio,  for  the  100  days'  call, 
and  was  assigned  to  the  Army  of  the  Potomac. 
He  was  assigned  to  garrison  duty,  was  present  at 
the  grand  review  at  Washington,  D.  C,  and  was 
honorably  discharged  at  Camp  Denison,  Ohio.  In 
1872  Mr.  Harritt  emigrated  direct  from  Ohio  to 
Nebraska  and  entered  160  acres  of  land.  The 
nearest  market  at  that  time  was  forty  miles  dis- 
tant, but  Mr.  Harritt  says  he  had  nothing  to  sell 
at  that  time  so  no  market  was  needed.      All  the 
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surrounding  towns,  Hastings,  Blue  Hill,  Edgar 
and  Superior,  were  unknown,  and  every  thing  was 
wild  and  unsettled.  Mr.  Harritt  has  always  sup- 
ported the  Republican  party,  but  cast  his  first 
presidential  vote  for  James  Buchanan.  He  and 
wife  and  family  are  devout  and  earnest  supporters 
of  the  United  Brethren  Church  and  active  workers 
in  the  Sunday  school.  Mr.  Harritt  has  a  well- 
improved  farm  of  280  acres,  and  has  good  sub- 
stantial buildings  on  the  same.  He  and  wife  are 
well  respected  by  their  neighbors  for  their  industry, 
frugality  and  thrift. 

Adam  Hedrick,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  Sec- 
tion -i.  Liberty  Precinct,  has  been  a  resident  of 
this  county  since  1882,  at  which  time  he  came  to 
Nebraska  and  puchased  a  claim  of  160  acres  of 
land,  which  he  homesteaded,  and  on  which  he  now 
resides.  This  "  claim  "  was  slightly  improved  at 
the  time  he  purchased  it,  but  he  has  since  brought 
it  to  its  present  high  state  of  cultivation.  He 
came  here  direct  from  West  Virginia,  where  he 
was  born  in  1844  He  was  the  youngest  in  a 
family  of  four  children,  born  to  Adam  and  Eliza- 
beth (Coil)  Hedrick,  both  of  whom  were  Vir- 
ginians by  birth.  His  father  farmed  in  Virginia 
with  very  good  success  until  his  death,  which  oc- 
curred in  1845,  his  widow  surviving  until  1875, 
when  she,  too,  closed  her  eyes  forever.  The  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch  passed  his  boyhood  and  youth 
in  his  native  State,  being  reared  to  farm  labor,  and 
obtaining  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
Virginia,  but  at  the  age  of  eighteen  he  left  his 
home  to  engage  in  the  great  civil  strife  then  but 
recently  begun.  He  enlisted  in  1862  iti  Company 
F,  Sixty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  and  took  pari  in 
the  battle  of  Gettysburg,  the  battles  in  and  about 
Richmond,  and  was  under  Gen.  Early  in  the 
Shenandoah  Valley,  and  during  this  time  he  was 
wounded  but  once,  receiving  a  gun  shot  in  the  left 
leg.  After  receiving  his  discharge,  he  returned  to  1 
the  peaceful  pursuit  of  farming,  and  in  1871  was 
united  in  matrimony  to  Miss  Melissa  Belle  Cline,  | 
a  native  of  Virginia,  and  their  home  has  been  i 
brightened  by  six  children,  all  of  whom  are  living, 
namely:  Claudius  B. ,  Linn  Delevan,  Alonzo  Fiske, 
Vernon,    Mary   Louisa   and   Wilber.      In    1882  he 


moved  his  family  to  Nuckolls  County,  and  here 
they  have  lived  ever  since  respected  by  all  who 
know  them.  Mr.  Hedrick  takes  an  active  interest 
in  politics,  as  he  does  in  everything  for  the  good 
of  the  community,  and  belongs  to  the  Alliance. 

Levi  Heltzel  is  the  accommodating  proprietor 
of  the  Arlington  House,  one  of  the  best  conducted 
establishments  of  the  kind  in  Nuckolls  County. 
He  is  to  the  "  manor  born,"  and  his  guests  receive 
every  attention  at  his  hands.  His  birth  occurred 
in  the  "Keystone  State,"  September  19,  1849,  he 
being  a  son  of  Charles  and  Margaret  (Bouser) 
Heltzel,  both  oif  whom  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  has  always 
been  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and  is  still  alive, 
enjoying  fairly  good  health.  The  mother  is  de- 
ceased, her  death  having  occurred  in  1851.  Levi 
Heltzel  made  his  home  in  Pennsylvania  until  he 
reached  manhood,  and  married  a  Pennsylvania  girl, 
whose  birth  occnri-ed  on  June  27,  1847,  her  name 
being  Sarah  E.  Fickes.  After  following  the  plow 
in  Pennsylvania  until  1878,  Mr.  Heltzel  removed 
with  his  family  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  and  in 
the  town  of  Nelson  opened  the  Arlington  House 
in  1880,  which  has  been  under  his  efficient  manage- 
ment ever  since.  The  house  was  erected  at  his 
own  expense,  and  is  especially  fitted  up  for  the 
accommodation  of  commercial  travelers.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics  and  is  a  German  by  descent, 
as  his  paternal  grandparents  came  from  that  coun- 
try. He  and  wife  are  the  parents  of  a  daughter, 
Lucinda  M. ,  who  is  attending  the  Conservatory  of 
Music  in  Lincoln,  Neb. 

George  W.  Henderson,  farmer  and  stock-feeder 
and  shipper,  Bostwick,  Neb.  No  name  is  more 
closely  associated  with  the  farming  interests  of 
the  county  than  the  one  that  heads  this  sketch,  for 
it  is  borne  by  a  man  who  is  progressive  in  his  ideas, 
and  during  his  residence  in  this  locality  has  been 
one  of  its  most  successful  agriculturists.  He  owes 
his  nativity  to  Morgan  County,.  111. ,  where  he  was 
born  September  12,  1849,  a  son  of  M.  J.  and  Mary 
A.  (Gilpin)  Henderson.  His  father  was  born  in 
Ohio,  but  moved  with  his  parents  to  Illinois  when 
he  was  still  a  small  lad,  they  being  among  the 
pioneer   settlers  of  Morgan  County,   and  here  he 
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grew  to  manhood,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Mary 
A.  Gilpin,  daughter  of  William  Gilpin,  a  native  of 
Woodford  County,  Ky.  His  father  was  engaged 
in  tilling  the  soil  in  Illinois  for  a  number  of  years, 
but  later  moved  to  Missouri,  locating  in  Ray  County, 
where  he  made  a  farm,  on  which  he  resided  until 
1874,  when  he  sold  out  all  his  interests  and  moved 
to  Jewell  County,  Kas.,  on  the  State  line,  where 
he  resided  for  a  few  years,  then  moved  to  Superior, 
Nuckolls  County,  and  died  at  Bostwick,  on  Janu- 
aiy  12,  1890.  George  W.  Henderson  spent  his 
boyhood  and  early  youth  in  Illinois,  at  the  age  of 
seventeen  accompanying  his  parents  to  Missouri, 
and  thence  to  Kansas.  He  located  in  Jewell  County, 
of  the  latter  State,  in  the  fall  of  1874,  and  made  a 
farm,  on  which  he  resided  but  a  short  time,  when 
he,  in  company  with  a  Mr.  Parker,  came  to  Nuck- 
olls County,  and  located  a  stock  ranch  (in  187(5), 
and  engaged  in  handling  and  dealing  in  cattle. 
He  then  settled  on  a  farm  where  he  now  resides, 
comprising  160  acres  of  good  land,  all  lying  in  one 
body,  most  of  it  under  cultivation  and  fenced. 
Here  he  has  all  the  modern  improvements,  consist- 
ing of  a  good  house,  stables,  cribs,  sheds,  wind- 
pumps,  etc.,  a  good  young  bearing  orchard,  with 
some  small  fruits,  a  nice  young  grove,  etc.  For  a 
few  years  previous  to  settling  on  this  farm,  Mr. 
Henderson  "bached.''  He  returned  to  Missouri 
for  a  wife,  and  on  December  25,  1877,  his  marriage 
to  Miss  Eliza  Jones,  daughter  of  A.  Jones  (de- 
ceased), was  consummated.  Mrs.  Henderson  was 
born,  reared  and  educated  in  Ray  County,  Mo. 
On  June  16,  1889,  Mrs.  Henderson  departed  this 
life,  leaving  five  little  children  motherless,  viz. : 
Myrtle  May,  W.  Claud,  George  M.,  Dallas  A  and 
Mitchell  (a  child  of  two  years,  who  lives  with  his 
grandmother,  in  Ray  County,  Mo.).  Mr.  Hender- 
son is  a  stanch  Democrat  in  politics,  and  has  held 
several  local  offices.  He  was  elected  justice  of  the 
peace  of  Bostwick  Precinct  in  the  fall  of  1889,  has 
served  for  live  congecutive  years  as  assessor  of  his 
precinct,  and  has  filled  other  local  offices.  He  is 
an  auctioneer,  and  cries  most  of  the  sales  in  this 
part  of  Nuckolls  and  Webster  Counties.  He  belongs 
to  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  Mrs.  Henderson  was  a  faithful 
member  of  the  Christian  Church. 


Charles  S.  Henderson,  farmer  and  stock-dealer, 
Bostwick,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  This  enterpris- 
ing young  agriculturist  was  born  at  Jacksonville, 
Morgan  County,  111.,  October  29,  1858,  being  a 
son  of  M.  J.  and  M.  A.  Henderson  [see  sketch  of 
George  Henderson].  When  he  was  fourteen  years 
of  age  his  father  moved  to  Missouri,  locating  in 
Ray  County  and  residing  there  for  three  years, 
and  then  moving  to  Jewell  County,  Kas.,  where 
Charles  S.  grew  to  matiire  years.  In  1883  he 
came  to  Bostwick  and  located  on  his  present  place, 
then  entirely  new,  which  he  has  made  into  a  nice 
farm.  This  place  lies  on  both  sides  of  Bostwick, 
and  comprises  240  acres  of  land,  all  of  it  being 
fenced  and  about  145  under  cultivation.  He  has  a 
good  substantial  residence,  a  nice  yard,  surrounded 
by  a  neat  picket  fence,  beautiful  trees  and  shrubs, 
and  all  things  going  to  make  up  an  attractive 
place,  while  his  large  barn,  sheds,  wind  pump, 
scales,  etc.,  afford  excellent  facilities  for  feeding 
stock,  which  business  Mr.  Henderson  makes  a  spe- 
cialty, feeding  about  eighty  head  of  cattle  and  1 25 
hogs  each  year.  He  has  a  thriving  young  orchard 
of  about  200  trees  on  his  place,  besides  a  quantity 
of  small  fruits.  Mr.  Henderson  is  deeply  inter- 
ested in  politics,  and  votes  the  Democratic  ticket, 
and  has  been  honored  by  his  party  with  several 
local  offices.  He  served  as  assessor  of  his  town- 
ship for  three  years,  and  filled  that  office  very  sat- 
isfactorily. In  1885  he  received  the  appointment 
of  postmaster  at  Bostwick,  and  held  that  office  un- 
til January,  1890,  and  was  also  engaged  in  the 
lumber  business  at  Bostwick  for  about  four  years. 
In  November,  1(S79,  Mr.  Henderson  was  united  in 
matrimonial  bonds  with  Miss  Josie  H.  Coin,  daugh- 
ter of  J.  H.  Coin  (deceased).  Mrs.  Henderson 
was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Boulder  County, 
Colo.,  and  when  a  young  lady  accompanied  her 
parents  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  where  she  met 
and  afterward  married  Mr.  Henderson.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Henderson  are  now  the  proud  parents  of 
three  interesting  little  children:  Minnie  Pearl, 
Leroy  and  Ray.  Mr.  Henderson  affiliates  with 
Valley  Lodge  No.  87,  I.  O.  O.  F.,  of  which  lodge 
he  is  secretary. 

Robert  Hollingworth  died  at  his  home  in  Nel- 
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son,  Nuckolls  County,  April  11,  1890,  of  carcinoma 
of  the  stomach  and  disease  of  the  liver,  after  en- 
during extreme  and  protracted  suffering  with 
heroic  fortitude  and  patience,  and  manifesting  a 
perfect  trust  in,  and  resignation  to  the  will  of  the 
great  Master  above.  He  was  born  in  Melbourn, 
England,  January  26,  1829.  In  1845  he  went  to 
sea  on  board  an  American  ship,  and  sailed  eight 
years  in  the  merchants'  and  whaling  business. 
About  1852  or  1853  he  came  to  America,  and  for 
several  years  was  foreman  of  the  American  Brass 
&  Copper  Tube  Company,  at  Somerville,  Mass. 
In  1861  he  shipped  in  the  United  States  navy,  on 
the  "Susquehanna"  as  paymaster's  steward,  and  on 
the  ship  "  Brandy  wine, "  as  paymaster's  clerk,  serv- 
ing four  years  in  all.  Then  he  went  to  Boston, 
and  was  sick  nearly  two  years,  later  being  em- 
ployed in  the  post-office  department  for  awhile.  In 
1871  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Nuckolls 
County,  on  a  homestead  on  Section  17,  Town  3, 
Range  5,  living  there  till  1878,  when  he  moved  to 
Nelson,  and  engaged  in  the  insurance  business  and 
served  as  deputy  county  clerk  for  a  number  of 
years,  and  was  at  the  time  of  his  death  clerk  of 
the  district  court.  There  were  but  few  settlers  in 
the  county  when  he  located.  During  his  brief  stay 
he  was  successful  in  business,  and  besides  his  of- 
ficial duties  and  interests,  possessed  large  farming 
interests  in  this  county.  He  was  married,  in  1853,  to 
Miss  Louisa  C.  Ireland,  and  there  were  born  to  them 
four  children:  Frank,  Tom,  Grace  and  Myra.  Los- 
ing his  wife  in  1868,  he  was  married  again,  in  1874, 
to  Miss  Martha  C.  Turney,  of  Jefferson  County, 
Neb. ,  who  was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Mich.  They 
have  one  child,  Emma  Yates.  Mr.  Hollingworth 
was  c^erk  of  the  committee  on  ways  and  means 
and  engrossed  and  enrolled  bills  in  the  Nebraska 
State  Senate  for  the  last  sixteen  years.  He  was  a 
member  of  Nelson  Lodge  No.  77,  A.  F.  &  A. 
M.,  also  Lodge  No.  4,  of  the  L  O.  O.  F.,  East 
Cambridge,  Mass. ,  also  K.  of  P.  and  G.  A.  R.  In 
many  respects  he  was  a  remarkable  man,  gifted 
with  more  than  ordinary  mental  endowments,  and 
social  qualities,  with  a  great,  loving  generous  heart. 
He  was  a  kind  and  true  husband,  a  faithful  and 
affectionate  father.      As  a  citizen  he  was  loyal  and 


true,  discharging  the  duties  due  the  government, 
as  faithfully  as  those  to  his  own  household.  As  a 
member  of  the  various  lodges  to  which  he  belonged, 
he  was  highly  esteemed  for  his  faithfulness  and 
services,  and  for  his  bright,  genial  spirit,  mani- 
fested by  the  radiant  beams  of  love  and  friendship 
shining  out  through  his  noble,  manly  face,  accom- 
panied with  the  words  of  cheer  and  good  will  and 
the  hearty  handshake,  for  he  always  had  a  word 
of  cheer,  not  only  for  his  brethren  in  the  lodges, 
but  for  all  with  whom  he  chanced  to  meet.  It  was 
a  real  pleasure  to  do  business  with  him,  his  ofiice 
being  always  radiant  with  the  light  of  his  counte- 
nance. Will  he  be  missed  ?  Yes,  sadly  missed,  not 
only  by  the  loving,  faithful  wife  and  dutiful  chil- 
dren and  noble  brothers  and  sisters,  but  by  all  who 
knew  him.  May  the  great  Father  above,  "who 
tempers  the  winds  to  the  shorn  lambs, ' '  comfort  and 
console  the  bereaved  family  with  the  thought  that 
while  death  took  him  from  their  embrace,  it  re- 
leased him  from  his  great  suffering  and  opened  the 
gateway  of  a  sweet,  peaceful  rest.* 

Frank  W.  Hollingworth,  deputy  district  clerk. 
Nelson,  Neb.  A  number  of  years  passed  in  a  sin- 
cere and  earnest  endeavor  to  thoroughly  discharge 
every  duty  incumbent  upon  the  official  position 
he  has  filled,  has  served  to  place  Mr.  Hollingworth 
among  the  leading  and  most  influential  men  of-the 
county.  He  was  born  in  Somerville,  Mass.,  in 
1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Louisa  C.  (Ire- 
land) Hollingworth.  As  stated  in  the  sketch  pre- 
ceding this,  the  father  was  born  in  Melbourn, 
England,  in  1829,  and  when  twelve  years  of  age 
ran  away  and  went  to  sea.  He  finally  settled  in 
Somerville,  Mass.,  and  was  for  years  foreman  of 
the  American  Brass  and  Copper  Tube  Works.  In 
1861  he  entered  the  United  States  navy  service  as 
paymaster's  steward,  and  served  on  the  Susquehanna 
until  transferred  to  the  frigate  "Brandy wine," 
where  he  filled  the  position  of  paymaster's  clerk. 
After  the  burning  of  the  "  Brandy  wine  ''  he  entered 
the  navy  yard  at  Norfolk,  Va. ,  and  was  there  until 
late  in  1865,  holding  his  former  position.  He 
went  back  to  Somerville,  Mass.,  after  the  war, 
and  was  in    the  post-office  department    for  three 

*  As  published  in  tlie  local  press. 
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years.  In  1871  he  came  to  Nebraska  and,  with  his 
family,  settled  on  a  homestead.  He  was  appointed 
probate  judge  at  one  time,  and  had  also  been  jus- 
tice of  the  peace  for  many  years.  He  had  been 
deputy  county  clerk  for  some  time,  and  was  hold- 
ing the  position  of  clerk  of  the  district  court  at  the 
time  of  his  death.  He  had  been,  for  the  last  six- 
teen years,  clerk  of  the  committee  on  engrossed 
and  enrolled  bills  in  the  Nebraska  State  Senate. 
He  was  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  belong- 
ing to  the  Royal  Arch  Chapter,  and  at  Hebron  held 
membership  in  the  Commandery,  the  K.  of  P.,  the 
I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  G.  A.  R.  He  was  among  the 
first  to  take  the  final  degree  in  Masonry  in  the 
State.  In  his  political  preferment  he  was  a 
Republican.  The  mother  was  a  native  of  Som- 
erville,  Mass.,  and  died  in  her  native  town  in 
1868.  Of  the  four  children  born  to  their  mar- 
riage, Frank  W.  was  the  eldest  in  order  of 
birth.  He  secured  a  fair  education  in  Somerville, 
Mass.,  and  after  leaving  school  he  was  book-keeper 
in  his  uncle's  woolen-mills  in  Canton,  Mass.  He 
then  went  to  Nebraska,  from  there  to  Wyoming 
Territory,  and  worked  in  railroad  shops  for  some 
time.  After  this  he  returned  to  Nebraska,  re- 
mained there  one  winter  and  then  went  to  the  Black 
Hills,  being  among  the  first  to  make  that  perilous 
trip.  Two  years  later  he  returned  and  began 
farming  on  the  old  homestead,  which  he  carried 
on  for  three  or  four  years,  He  was  married  in 
1879  to  Miss  Frances  P.  Moore,  daughter  of  James 
Moore,  of  Nuckolls  County,  and  after  living  on  the 
farm  for  some  time,  moved  to  his  father-in-law's 
and  helped  build  a  grist-mill.  Later  he  went  to 
Davenport,  Neb.,  and  commenced  working  at  his 
trade  of  contracting  and  building.  He  is  now  a  part 
ner  with  A.  S.  Love  in  a  wagon  and  carriage  shop, 
and  carrying  on  a  general  building  business,  at 
which  he  is  doing  well.  He  also  owns  a  house  and 
two  lots  there.  He  is  holding  the  position  of 
deputy  district  clerk.  To  his  marriage  were  born 
two  children:  Bernice  and  Bessie.  Mr.  Holling- 
worth  was  clerk  of  committee  on  printing  in  the 
State  Senate  in  1883;  filled  the  same  position  in 
1885,  and  after  two  weeks  was  promoted  to  first 
assistant   secretary   of   the  Senate.      He  was   the 


private  secretary  of  Senator  Wetherald,  Thayer 
County,  and  ex-officio  clerk  of  committee  on  claims, 
and  while  thus  engaged  did  the  work  of  the  first 
assistant  secretary  also.  He  was  a  Democrat  in 
his  political  views  until  1888,  since  which  time  he 
has  been  identified  with  the  Republican  party. 
He  was  master  mechanic  for  G.  C  Hott  &  Co.,  of 
Independence,  Mo. ,  S.  W.  Butter  &  Chase  Associ- 
ation, and  worked  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska.  He 
is  one  of  the  administrators  to  his  father's  estate. 
He  is  a  member  of  Lodge  No.  139,  I.  O.  O.  F. 
Davenport,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the  Sons  of 
Veterans  of  the  same  place.  His  paternal  grand- 
father was  born  in  England  and  emigrated  to  the 
United  States  in  the  fifties,  locating  in  Wisconsin. 
He  was  a  silk  manufacturer  while  living  in  Eng- 
land, but  after  coming  to  the  United  States  became 
a  Baptist  minister.  His  death  occurred  in  Gage 
County,  Neb.  The  maternal  grandfather  was  born 
in  Massachusetts,  and  once  owned  all  the  land  that 
East  Cambridge  stands  on.  He  was  one  of  the 
minute  men  of  the  Revolutionary  War.  He  died  at 
Somerville. 

George  W.  Jenkins,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Section  18,  Liberty  Township.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  is  an  lowan  by  birth,  having  made  his  en- 
trance into  this  world  in  Mills  County,  that  State, 
in  1856.  His  parents,  Jesse  and  Elizabeth  Jenkins, 
reared  a  family  of  five  children  to  maturity,  the 
subject  of  this  brief  sketch  being  the  eldest.  The 
father  was  born  in  the  "  Hoosier  State,"  and  the 
mother  in  Missouri,  but  soon  after  their  marriage 
they  moved  to  Mills  County,  Iowa,  where  they 
lived  for  a  number  of  years,  and  where  the  birth 
of  our  subject  occurred.  In  1860  they  immigrated 
to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Cass  County,  where  they 
hoped  to  make  a  comfortable  home,  but  their  hopes 
were  blighted  in  1873  by  the  death  of  the  husband 
and  father.  The  same  year  the  widow  came  to 
Nuckolls  County  with  her  children  and  took  up  the 
homestead  on  Section  10,  on  which  she  is  now  liv- 
ing. G.  W.  Jenkins  was  reared  in  Cass  County, 
receiving  his  education  in  the  common  schools  of 
that  county.  In  the  fall  of  1873  he  accompanied 
his  mother  to  Nuckolls  County,  and  filed  a  claim 
under  the  timber  culture  act,  on  160  acres  of  land 
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in  Section  18,  on  which  he  located  in  the  spring  of 
1874.  His  means  were  extremely  limited,  his 
worldly  possessions  amounting  to  but  $4:  after  tak- 
ing his  claim,  and  he  experienced  all  the  hardships 
and  privations  of  a  pioneer's  life.  In  1875  he  went 
east  and  worked  out  by  the  month,  in  order  to  sup- 
port his  mother.  He  bore  up  bravely  under  all 
these  trials  and  vicissitudes,  and  as  a  reward  for 
his  untiring  efforts,  is  now  the  owner  of  a  fine 
property,  consisting  of  240  acres  of  choice  land, 
all  of  which  is  under  an  excellent  state  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  improved  with  good  buildings,  fences, 
etc.,  and  a  thriving  young  orchard  and  grove  of 
forest  trees.  He  devotes  the  most  of  his  attention 
to  stock-raising,  handling  from  fifty  to  100  head 
of  cattle  each  year,  and  makes  a  specialty  of  thor- 
oughbred Poland-China  hogs,  of  which  he  keeps 
about  100  constantly  on  hand.  In  politics  Mr. 
Jenkins  is  quite  actively  interested,  and  casts  his 
vote  with  the  Republican  party.  He  is  at  present 
efficiently  discharging  the  duties  incumbent  upon 
the  office  of  school  treasurer  of  hig  district,  and 
has  served  as  assessor  of  his  township.  He  chose 
Miss  Lizzie  Hiser  as  his  companion  in  life,  and 
they  were  married  in  Nuckolls  County  in  1882. 
She  is  a  most  amiable  Christian  lady,  and  worships 
at  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mrs.  Jenkins  was 
born  in  Black  Hawk  County,  Iowa,  whither  her 
parents,  Joel  and  Louisa  (Hedrick)  Hiser,  both 
Virginians  by  birth,  had  moved  at  an  early  day. 
In  1880  they  came  to  Nuckolls  County,  where  they 
have  since  made  their  home,  and  are  honored  and 
respected  citizens.  Mrs.  Jenkins  wielded  the 
birch  for  a  number  of  years  previous  to  her  mar- 
riage, and  was  always  considered  an  excellent 
teacher.      Mr.  Jenkins  belongs  to  the  Alliance. 

J.  Q.  Johnston,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  re- 
siding on  Section  7,  Town  3,  Range  5,  Elk  Pre- 
cinct, is  a  native  of  Venango  County,  Pa.,  born  in 
October,  1842,  being  the  fifth  child  born  to  Moses 
and  Harriet  (Elliot)  Johnston,  both  of  whom  were 
natives  of  Pennsylvania.  His  father  spent  his 
young  days  in  tilling  the  soil  in  the  "Keystone 
State,"  but  in  1854  moved  to  Iowa,  locating  in 
Cedar  County,  and  the  second  day  after  his  ar- 
rival in  that  county  he  passed  from  this  life.      His 


widow  survived  until  1862,  when  she  received  her 
summons.  She  was  a  devout  member  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  was  a  highly  re- 
spected lady,  esteemed  by  all.  Of  their  family  of 
nine  children,  five  are  still  living,  viz. :  Samuel 
A.  (a  farmer  of  Western  Kansas),  Sarah  J.  (wife  of 
James  Lawhead,  of  Lincoln  County,  Neb.),  J.  Q. 
(the  subject  of  this  sketch),  Margaret  (wife  of  T. 
D.  Shaw,  of  Clay  County)  and  Jeremiah  (a  farm- 
er of  this  county).  The  death  of  his  parents 
early  cast  our  subject  on  his  own  resources,  and 
at  the  age  of  fourteen  he  hired  out  to  a  farmer, 
and  continued  as  a  farm-hand  for  five  years,  and 
at  the  end  of  that  time  he  commenced  farming  for 
himself.  His  early  days  were  spent  in  Iowa  and 
Illinois.  In  the  fall  of  1870  he  removed  from 
Logan  County,  111.,  to  Jefferson  County,  Neb., 
and  took  up  a  homestead  of  eighty  acres,  which 
he  improved  and  lived  on  for  four  years.  He 
then  .sold  it  and  came  to  this  county,  and  in  1881 
purchased  the  farm  on  which  he  now  lives,  which 
comprises  640  acres  of  choice  land,  all  of  which 
is  improved  with  good  buildings,  fences,  fruit 
and  forest  trees,  etc.  He  is  largely  interested  in 
the  raising  of  stock,  especially  cattle  and  hogs. 
This  winter  he  has  fed  about  300  head  of  steers, 
and  the  same  of  hogs.  He  keeps  about  twenty- 
eight  head  of  horses.  He  was  joined  in  matri- 
mony, in  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Simonton,  daugh- 
ter of  Adam  and  Elizabeth  (Ford)  Simonton,  the 
father  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  Dela- 
ware. Mrs.  Johnston  was  born  in  Ohio,  in  April, 
1842.  This  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth 
of  seven  children,  viz. :  Ida,  Alice,  Charles,  Ger- 
trude, Ionia,  May  and  Hattie.  Mr.  Johnston  was 
called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  his  wife, who  passed 
away  in  March,  1889.  He  is  a  Royal  Arch  Mason, 
and  belongs  to  the  Edgar  Lodge,  A.  O.  U.  W.,  and 
in  politics  votes  with  the  Democratic  party. 

Karl  H.  Kammerer,  a  well-known  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  this  region,  resides  in  Section  30, 
Nelson  Precinct,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  and  is  a 
native  of  Baden,  on  the  Rhine,  Germany,  where 
he  was  born  on  July  10,  1831,  being  the  third  of  a 
family  of  four  sons  born  to  the  marriage  of  Chris- 
toph    and    Elizabeth     (Suess)     Kammerer.      The 
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former  was  born  in  Germany  on  December  25, 
1797,  and  died  there  in  the  month  of  November, 
1857,  having  been  a  tailor  by  trade.  The  mother 
was  born  in  1800  and  died  in  1858,  her  children 
being  named  as  follows:  Frederick  (who  died  in 
Germany  in  1874),  William  (who  is  a  tailor  in  his 
native  land),  Karl  H.,  and  August  (who  lives  in 
Germany  and  follows  the  occiipation  of  a  dyer), 
Karl  H.  Kammerer  obtained  a  common-school  edu- 
cation, and  for  two  years  and  seven  months  served 
in  the  regular  military  service  of  Germany.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-seven  years  he  began  working  for  him- 
self, and  tilled  the  soil  in  the  "  faterland  "  until  his 
removal  to  America  in  1868.  He  first  settled  in 
Richardson  County,  Neb. ,  but  after  remaining  there 
eleven  years  he  came  to  Nuckolls  County,  and 
purchased  160  acres  of  prairie  land,  where  he  now 
lives.  By  industry  and  good  management  he  has 
his  land  in  a  tine  state  of  cultivation,  and  well  im- 
proved with  excellent  buildings  and  other  general 
improvements,  among  which  may  be  mentioned 
an  excellent  vineyard  of  400  plants.  Since  com- 
ing to  America  he  has  been  a  loyal  subject  of 
"  Uncle  Sam,"  and  has  identified  himself  with  the 
Republican  party,  and  has  held  the  position  of 
school  director  in  his  home  district  for  the  past  five 
years.  He  was  married  in  Germany  on  November 
25,  1857,  to  Miss  Christina  Roesch,  and  unto  their 
union  seven  children  were  born:  Christina  (wife  of 
August  Seower),  Lisette  (wife  of  Philip  Werner), 
William  (who  is  a  bachelor,  and  is  farming  in  Cal- 
ifornia), Charles  (who  is  a  blacksmith,  of  Thayer 
County,  Neb.),  Philip,  August  (who  is  lock-maker 
of  Germany),  and  Christian  (who  resides  in  Rich- 
ardson County).  The  mother  of  these  children  died 
on  April  17,  1871,  in  Richardson  County,  and  Mr. 
Kammerer  remained  a  widower  for  two  years,  then 
marrying  Miss  Wilhelmina  Last,  a  native  of  Prussia, 
born  in  1844.  She  came  to  America  in  October, 
1870,  and  her  union  with  Mr.  Kammerer  has  re- 
sulted in  the  birth  of  the  following  children:  Anna, 
Lina,  Otto,  Albert,Elwina,  Paul,  Edwin  and  Emma. 
The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran  Church, 
and  are  among  the  highly  respected  residents  of  the 
community  in  which  they  reside.  Mr.  Kammerer 
expects  to  make  this  State  his  future  home. 


George  Kammermeyer,  farmer  and  breeder  of 
thoroughbred  Clydesdale  horses,  Superior,  Neb. 
To  the  stock  industry  of  the  various  townships  in 
the  county  must  be  given  a  large  share  of  credit 
for  the  reputation  which  Nuckolls  County  enjoys 
as  a  wealthy,  progressive  community.  And  to 
those  leading  men  who  have  contributed  so  mater- 
ially in  the  building  up  of  this  reputation  should  be 
extended  the  sincere  thanks  and  good  will  of  the 
persons  who  have  been  benefited  by  their  course. 
Prominent  in  all  movements  relating  to  stock, 
Mr.  Kammermeyer  has  already  become  so  well 
known  that  nothing  need  be  said  by  us  as  to  his 
reliability  and  responsibility.  He  came  from 
LaSalle  County,  111.,  in  1888,  and  in  connection 
with  farming  is  also  a  breeder  of  thoroughbred 
Clydesdale  horses,  and  is  associated  with  Charles 
Miller,  of  LaSalle  County,  111.  Mr.  Kammer- 
meyer has  in  this  county  three  draft  Hamble- 
tonian  stallions,  twenty-eight  brood  mares,  nine 
pure  breds  and  others  of  high  grade.  He  owns 
a  section  of  land  in  Sections  18  and  20,  and 
has  a  good  two-story  residence,  and  substantial 
barns,  outbuildings,  etc.  He  was  born  in  May, 
1854,  and  is  the  son  of  Henry  and  Caroline 
(Cribbs)  Kammermeyer,  the  former  born  and 
reared  in  Germany,  but  emigrated  to  the  United 
States  fi-om  France,  and  was  married  in  Putnam 
County,  111.  George  Kammermeyer  was  educated 
in  the  high  school  of  Peru,  111. ,  and  also  took  a 
business  course  in  Decatur.  He  was  married  in 
Hlinois  in  1880  to  Miss  Alice  E.  Johnson,  who  was 
bom  in  Ohio,  but  reared  in  Illinois,  and  who  is  a 
graduate  from  the  State  Normal.  Four  children  are 
the  result  of  this  union:  Jessie  A.,  George  R., 
Robert  H.  and  Caroline  F.  Mr.  Kammermeyer  is 
president  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  is  P.  G.  M.  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  and  in  his  political  views  aflSliates 
with  the  Republican  party.  Mrs.  Kammermeyer 
is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church  of  Gar- 
field Township. 

Joseph  Warren  Keifer,  Jr.,  merchant,  farmer 
and  stockman,  Elora,  Nuckolls  County.  In  re- 
viewing the  lives  of  prominent  citizens  of  Nuckolls 
Count}",  the  name  of  Joseph  Warren  Keifer,  Jr., 
is  justly  given  an  enviable  position,  for  it  is  diffi- 
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cult  to  find  any  one  more  entitled  to  honorable 
mention,  or  who  possesses  to  a  greater  extent  the 
esteem  of  his  acquaintances.  He  was  born  in 
Springfield,  Ohio,  May  13,  1801,  and  is  a  son  of 
Hon.  Joseph  Warren  and  Eliza  (Stout)  Keifer, 
both  of  whom  were  born  in  Clarke  County,  Ohio, 
the  former  a  lawyer  by  profession.  The  father 
resides  in  Springfield,  and  is  well  known  through- 
out the  country  as  an  able  lawyer.  He  takes  a 
deep  interest  in  politics,  and  has  served  in  many 
oflSces  of  honor  and  trust.  He  has  been  a  member 
of  the  Ohio  Senate,  and  he  was  elected  to  the 
House  of  Representatives  of  the  United  States 
from  the  Eighth  Congressional  District  of  Ohio 
for  four  terms,  and  he  served  four  years  in  the 
War  of  the  Rebellion,  reaching  the  rank  of  major- 
general  of  volunteers.  J.  W.  Keifer,  Jr. ,  grew  to 
manhood  in  Springfield,  Ohio,  receiving  a  liberal 
education  in  the  high  schools  and  colleges  of  his 
native  State,  and  after  completing  his  education 
engaged  in  business.  He  was  his  father's  private 
secretary  for  two  years,  during  the  time  he  was 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  in  Wash- 
ington. In  1883  he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  located 
in  Nuckolls  County  on  laud  west  of  Superior, 
which  he  broke  out  and  made  into  a  good  farm,  on 
which  he  resided  for  about  two  years,  then  moved 
to  his  present  place  which  is  located  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Republican  River,  just  opposite  Bost 
wick.  He  and  his  father  own  and  control  about 
5,000  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  most  of  it  being 
bottom  lands  on  the  Republican  River,  and  here 
Mr.  Keifer,  Jr.,  is  extensively  engaged  in  cattle 
raising,  grazing,  feeding  and  shipping,  turning  off 
about  twenty  car-loads  of  cattle  and  ten  of  hogs 
each  year.  The  post-office  of  Elora  was  estab- 
lished in  1882,  and  in  1885  Mr.  Keifer,  becoming 
its  owner,  was  ap^aointed  postmaster,  and  he  still 
holds  the  position  and  serves  as  a  justice  of  the 
peace.  In  connection  with  his  business,  he  has  a 
grocery  store  with  a  good  country  trade.  In  his 
political  views  he  is  a  Republican,  but  does  not 
aspire  to  ofiice.  Mr.  Keifer  was  married  at  Rip- 
ley, Ohio,  October  20,  1886,  to  Miss  Julia  Lowry, 
a  daughter  of  William  Lowry  (deceased).  She  was 
born  in  Ohio,  and  received  her  education  in  her  na- 


tive State  at  Ripley  and  Cincinnati.  To  this  union 
were  born  two  children:  Joseph  William  and  Lucy 
Stout.  Mr.  Keifer  and  wife  are  l)oth  members  of 
the  Presbyterian  Church  at  Superior,  and  Mr. 
Keifer  belongs  to  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M.,  the  I.  O.  O. 
F.  and  the  K.  of  P. 

Joseph  M.  Kern  is  a  tiller  of  the  soil  in  Nuck- 
olls County,  Neb.,  having  moved  here  in  1881,  and 
his  farm  is  situated  near  Superior.  He  was  born 
in  Lehigh  County,  Pa.,  April  3,  1846,  and  is  a  son 
of  William  and  Mary  Ann  (Klein)  Kern,  who  were 
also  born  in  that  State  and  county.  After  their 
marriage  the  father  was  engaged  in  farming  and 
merchandising  in  his  native  State,  after  which  he 
moved  west  to  Missouri  (in  1877),  and  settled  on  a 
farm  in  Atchison  County,  where,  in  addition  to 
tilling  the  soil,  he  was  engaged  in  raising  and  deal- 
ing in  cattle.  At  the  expiration  of  five  years  he 
moved  to  Cummings  County,  taking  up  his  abode 
in  Nuckolls  County  three  years  later,  which  place 
has  since  continued  to  be  his  home.  As  Mr.  Kern 
is  now  about  seventy  years  of  age,  the  business  is 
attended  to  mostly  by  a  son,  who  tills  the  soil  and 
deals  in  cattle  and  hogs.  Of  a  family  of  three 
sons  and  three  daughters  born  to  them,  Joseph  M. 
is  the  second  in  order  of  birth,  and  his  youth  and 
early  manhood  were  spent  in  his  native  county.  His 
advantages  fur  acquiring  knowledge  were  beyond 
the  ordinary,  and  in  addition  to  attending  the 
common  schools,  was  graduated  from  an  excellent 
academj',  thus  being  well  fitted  to  fight  his  own 
way  in  the  world.  Being  enamored  of  a  profes- 
sional life,  he  entered  the  Pennsylvania  Dental 
College,  from  which  he  graduated,  and  the  seven 
years  succeeding  his  graduation  he  practiced  his 
profession  in  Allentown.  This  sedentary  employ- 
ment, however,  began  gradually  to  undermine  his 
health,  and  he  was  thus  compelled  to  seek  more 
active  employment,  and  returned  to  his  old  home 
in  Lehigh  County  to  resume  farming.  This  re- 
ceived his  time  and  attention  up  to  1877,  when 
he  removed  with  his  family  to  Missouri,  and  for 
the  following  four  years  was  a  successful  agricul- 
turist of  Atchison  County,  stock-raising  and  feed- 
ing also  receiving  a  goodly  portion  of  his  attention. 
In  1880  he  purchased  him  a  farm  near  Superior, 
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Neb.,  moved  thither  in  1881,  but  did  not  settle  on 
the  farm  until  1886.  His  land  now  amounts  to 
320  acres,  and  he  has  aV)Out  200  under  cultivation, 
furnished  with  a  comfortable  residence,  fair  out- 
buildings, wind-pumps,  and  a  flourishing  yonng 
orchard.  He  ships  from  one  to  four  car-loads  of 
cattle,  and  over  100  head  of  hogs  annually,  and  in 
connection  with  this  business  has  become  well  and 
favorably  known  to  the  people  of  the  county,  both 
socially  and  as  a  business  man.  He  is  a  Demo- 
crat, has  served  as  township  assessor,  and  has  been 
a  member  of  the  school  board  of  Superior.  He  was 
married  in  Pennsylvania,  February  21,  1870,  his 
wife  being  Miss  Clara  George,  born,  reared  and 
educated  in  Lehigh  County,  and  a  daughter  of 
John  George.  To  them  a  family  of  six  children 
have  been  born:  Edgar,  Bessie,  Gertrude,  Harry, 
Mary  and  Lizzie.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kern  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church,  and  are  among 
the  leading  citizens  of  this  section  of  the  county. 

James  Clayborne  Kincannon  is  one  of  Nuckolls 
County's  most  progressive  citizens,  and  he  has 
done  much,  in  a  quiet,  unassuming  way,  to  ad- 
vance the  farming  and  stock-raising  interests  in 
this  community.  He  is  a  native  of  Tennessee, 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  April  25,  1825,  and  is 
the  second  of  ten  children  born  to  his  parents  (the 
children  all  sons) :  George  C.  (was  one  of  the  old 
"'49r8,"  and  died  in  California  in  1850),  James 
Clayborne,  William  Reed  (died  in  California),  An- 
di-ew  J.  (died  in  Wisconsin,  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation), Louis  T.  (died  of  consumption  in  Wiscon- 
sin), Matthew  C.  (married  Miss  Baughn.  a  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  now  resides  in  Wisconsin,  en- 
gaged as  pilot  on  the  Wisconsin  and  Mississippi 
Rivers),  John  S.  (deceased),  Marion  M.  (died  from 
exposure  during  the  war),  and  the  next  are  twins — 
Edgar  Calvin  and  Edwin  Scott  (both  of  whom  are 
living  and  residents  of  Wisconsin,  the  former  a 
farmer  and  the  latter  a  lumberman).  The  father 
of  these  children  was  of  Irish  and  the  mother  of 
English  descent.  The  father  was  a  tanner  by 
trade.  James  Clayborne  Kincannon' s  education 
was  obtained  in  the  old  subscription  schools  of  the 
South,  and  he  very  distinctly  remembers  the  school- 
master coming  around  with  an  article  and  asking 


his  father  how  many  scholars  he  would  sign.  At 
the  age  of  twenty-two  our  subject  started  out  as  a 
farmer,  having  been  reared  to  that  occupation, 
principally,  although  he  had  followed  other  pur- 
suits in  different  States  until  April  25,  1874,  when 
he  came  to  Nebraska.  He  was  married  to  Miss 
Frances  E.  Palmer,  a  native  of  Kentucky,  on  No- 
vember 26,  1846,  and  eight  children  were  the  fruits 
of  this  union — four  sons  and  four  daughters:  Susan 
B.  (deceased),  George  H.  (deceased),  James  W. 
(married  Miss  Mary  Sowers,  a  native  of  Ohio,  who 
died  on  October  14,  1889;  he  resides  in  Niickolls 
County,  Neb.,  and  is  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil), 
Sarah  Frances  (married  Philip  P.  Michael,  a 
farmer,  and  now  resides  in  Nuckolls  County),  Hat- 
tie  Virginia  (married  Will  T.  Felton,  a  farmer, 
and  now  resides  at  Edgar,  Neb.),  John  B.  (mar- 
ried Miss  Ella  Devore,  a  native  of  Illinois,  and  is 
now  engaged  in  cultivating  the  soil  in  Nuckolls 
County),  Hannah  M.  (married  Henry  W.  Kineson, 
a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  farmer,  and  now  resides  in 
Nuckolls  County),  and  Frank  E.  (the  youngest  of 
the  family,  who  married  Miss  Nora  Belle  Smith,  a 
native  of  Wisconsin,  and  who  is  now  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits).  Mr.  Kincannon  has  always 
identified  himself  with  the  Democratic  party,  and 
supported  the  Jeffersonian  principles  until  the  fall 
of  1889,  since  which  time  he  has  been  a  stanch 
Prohibitionist.  He  has  been  school  treasurer  in 
Sherman  Precinct  for  twelve  years,  and  occupied 
a  like  position  for  the  same  length  of  time  in 
Wisconsin.  He  is  sixty-five  years  of  age,  but  is 
hale  and  hearty,  and  today  he  can  go  into  the 
field  and  make  a  full  hand  at  any  hard  labor.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and  is  con- 
fident that  if  the  farmers  hold  together  the  Alli- 
ance will  accomialish  what  they  started  out  to 
pei'form.  When  Mr.  Kincannon  first  came  to 
Nuckolls  County  he  homesteaded  some  raw  prairie 
land,  with  only  five  acres  broken  and  scarcely  an 
out-building  on  the  place.  The  good,  substantial 
buildings  now  to  be  seen  are  the  fruits  of  his  own 
industry,  frugality  and  uprightness.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Kincannon  have  been  members  of  the  United 
Brethren  Church  for  thirty-three  years,  and  have 
always  been  liberal  contributors  to  the  same.   They 
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expect  to  make  Nuckolls  County  their  home  the 
balance  of  their  days,  and  are  possessed  of  enough 
of  this  world's  goods  to  make  them  very  com- 
fortable. 

Lorenzo  R.  King,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Beaver  Township.  Mr.  King  is  so  well  and  so 
favorably  known  in  this  section  as  to  need  no 
formal  introduction  to  the  many  readers  of  this 
volume.  He  was  ushered  into  the  world  in  Liv- 
ingston County,  N.  Y.,  on  November  5,  1843,  be- 
ing a  son  of  M.  A.  and  Phoebe  (Doud)  King. 
His  father  was  born  in  Vermont,  and  there  passed 
his  youthful  days,  but  in  early  manhood  he  went 
to  New  York  and  was  there  married  to  Miss  Phoebe 
Doud,  a  native  of  New  York.  Mr.  King,  Sr., 
tilled  the  soil  in  Livingston  County  with  varying 
success  until  1855,  when  he  left  the  "Empire 
State ' '  for  the  far  west,  and  made  his  home  in 
Clayton  County,  Iowa,  until  his  death  which  oc- 
curred in  about  1875.  His  wife  survived  him  sev- 
eral years  and  received  her  final  summons  in 
Nebraska.  The  infancy  and  boyhood  of  our  sub- 
ject was  passed  in  his  native  county  and  State, 
but  at  the  age  of  twelve  years  he  accompanied  his 
parents  to  Iowa  and  there  grew  to  mature  years. 
In  his  younger  daj's  he  learned  the  mason  and 
plasterer"  s  trade,  at  which  he  subsequently  worked. 
The  breaking  out  of  the  late  war  found  him  a  young 
man  of  eighteen  years,  burning  with  patriotic  fires, 
and  ready  to  defend  the  Union  against  its  enemies. 
He  enlisted  in  October,  1861,  first  in  the  Fifth  Mis- 
souri, in  which  he  served  for  two  years,  then 
veteranized  into  the  Twelfth  Missouri  Cavalry,  and 
served  until  the  close  of  the  war,  being  discharged 
in  April,  1866.  He  was  in  the  Hood  campaign, 
and  the  Wilson  raid  in  Georgia,  also  fighting  Gen. 
Forrest  in  Mississippi.  In  1865  he  was  sent  into 
the  west  against  the  Indians,  and  was  discharged 
at  Leavenworth  in  April,  1866,  after  a  long  and 
honorable  service  of  nearly  five  years.  He  served 
as  a  non-commissioned  officer.  Upon  receiving 
his  discharge  he  returned  to  Iowa,  and  after  a  short 
visit  to  his  parents,  went  to  Lincoln,  Nob. ,  where 
he  worked  at  his  trade,  subsequently  going  to  Fill- 
more. He  taught  school  there  in  the  winter  and 
worked  at  his  trade  in  the  summer,  from  which  place 


he  came  to  Nuckolls  County  in  1880,  and  located 
160  acres  of  raw  prairie  land  situated  on  the  Re- 
publican River,  and  about  one  and  one-half  miles 
from  Superior,  and  commenced  improvements  with 
a  view  to  making  a  comfortable  home,  and  in  this 
has  succeeded  beyond  his  most  sanguine  expecta- 
tions, for  he  is  now  the  owner  of  one  of  the  finest 
farms  in  this  section.  His  farm  is  crossed  by  two 
lines  of  railroad,  the  Missouri  Pacific  Railroad 
running  to  Hastings,  and  the  Burlington  &  Mis- 
souri River  Railroad,  running  to  Denver.  He  has 
a  comfortable  one-story  residence,  sheds,  etc.,  a 
nice  native  grove,  a  good  orchard  of  selected  fruits, 
and  everything  tending  to  make  up  the  home  of  a 
prosperous  and  well-to-do  farmer.  Mr.  King  was 
married  in  Fillmore  County,  Neb.,  in  May,  1877, 
to  Miss  Belle  Bair,  a  native  of  Pennsylvania.  Her 
parents,  Samuel  and  Eleanor  (French)  Bair,  were 
both  born  in  the  "  Keystone  State,"  but  came  west 
when  she  was  a  little  girl  of  four  years,  first  locat- 
ing in  Illinois,  where  they  spent  three  years,  and 
then  moving  to  Fillmore  County,  Neb.,  where  Mrs. 
King  grew  to  womanhood  and  obtained  her  educa- 
tion. Five  children  have  come  to  brighten  their 
home  and  are  named  as  follows:  George  Ray,  Har- 
lan H.,  Addra  B.,  Alma  E.  and  Shirley  M.  Mr. 
King  is  highly  esteemed  by  his  neighbors  and 
friends,  and  socially  belongs  to  the  M.  W.  A.  and 
the  G.  A.  R. 

Thomas  C.  Laird  was  born  in  Union  County, 
Pa.,  in  1840,  being  a  son  of  Samuel  and  Eliza- 
beth (Clingan)  Laird,  both  of  whom  wei-e  born  in 
Pennsylvania.  [For  history  see  sketch  of  William 
Laird,  of  Webster  County.]  When  he  was  about 
nine  years  of  age  he  went  with  his  parents  to  Illi- 
nois, they  locating  on  a  farm  in  Stephenson  Coun- 
ty, where  our  subject  grew  to  manhood.  The 
breaking  out  of  the  late  war  found  him  an  enthu- 
siastic young  man  of  twenty-one,  and  in  1861  he 
enlisted  in  Company  G,  Forty-sixth  Illinois  In- 
fantry, as  a  private,  and  served  through  the  entire 
war,  receiving  his  discharge  as  first  lieutenant,  to 
which  position  he  had  been  promoted  for  meritori- 
ous conduct,  in  1866.  Among  the  principal  en- 
gagements in  which  he  was  interested  are  Fort 
Donelson,   Shilob,  Corinth,  Metamora,   Vicksburg, 
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Jackson,  siege  and  capture  of  Mobile.  At  the 
close  of  the  war  he  retiu'ned  to  his  home  in  Ste- 
phenson County,  111. ,  and  farmed  until  1870,  when 
he  came  to  Nebraska.  He  first  located  in  Webster 
Countj,  on  a  homestead  of  160  acres  of  land,  in 
Section  2,  Oak  Creek  Township,  and  lived  on  it 
until  1887,  during  this  time  being  engaged  quite 
extensively  in  farming  and  stock-raising.  In  1887 
he  came  to  Lawrence,  Nuckolls  County,  and  em- 
barked in  the  grocery  business  with  varying  suc- 
cess for  two  years,  and  then  he  was  appointed  to 
the  position  of  assistant  postmaster  of  Lawrence,- 
which  position  he  still  eiEciently  fills.  He  was 
married  in  1871  to  Miss  Ellen  M.,  a  daughter  of 
Robert  and  Ann  Bell,  nee  McCool,  and  their  mar- 
ried life  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  three 
children:  Lee,  Lloyd  and  Lola.  Mrs.  Laird  was 
born  in  Illinois  in  1848.  Mr.  Laird  belongs  to  C 
A.  Arthur  Post  No.  242.  G.  A.  R.,  at  Lawrence, 
and  in  politics  has  always  supported  the  men  and 
measures  of  the  Republican  party. 

L.  C.  Landis,  agent  for  the  Nye  &  Schneider 
Company,  dealers  in  grain  and  stock,  and  E.  W. 
Robinson,  dealer  in  lumber  and  coal.  Oak,  Neb. 
Like  a  great  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  Nuckolls 
County,  Mr.  Landis  hails  from  Iowa,  where  he  was 
born,  in  Black  Hawk  County,  in  1867.  His  parents 
were  born  in  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  biit  in  1864 
moved  to  Iowa,  and  their  home  is  now  in  Waterloo, 
that  State,  where  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was 
reared  to  manhood,  obtaining  a  good  education  in 
the  common  schools,  which  was  supplemented  by 
two  years  at  Western  College,  Toledo,  Iowa.  He 
wielded  the  birch  very  successfully  in  Black  Hawk 
County  for  two  years,  and  then  came  to  Thayer 
County,  Neb.,  and  taught  school  for  one  year. 
April  1,  1889,  he  took  charge  of  the  lumber  busi- 
ness for  Mr.  Robinson,  and  subsequently  became 
agent  for  the  Nye  &  Schneider  Company,  and  with 
the  aid  of  an  assistant  handled  about  250,000 
bushels  of  corn  from  December  1,  1889,  to  May  1, 
1890.  He  votes  the  Republican  ticket,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is  a  conscientious, 
upright  and  intelligent  young  business  man,  pos- 
sessing foresight  to  a  marked  degree,  which 
coupled  with  good  habits  and  business  ability,   is 


bound  to  carry  him  through  the  world  and  land 
him  on  one  of  the  top  rounds  of  the  ladder  of 
success. 

Oscar  P.  Lowe,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nora, 
Neb.  It  is  doubtless  owing  entirely  to  the  indus- 
trious and  persevering  manner  with  which  Mr. 
Lowe  has  adhered  to  the  pursuit  of  agriculture 
and  stock-raising  that  he  has  risen  to  such  a  sub- 
stantial position  in  farm  affairs  in  this  county.  His 
life  has  not  been  one  of  very  great  experience  out- 
side of  ordinary  channels,  but,  nevertheless,  it  has 
been  one  of  ceaseless  activity  and  hard,  laborious 
work.  He  was  born  in  Atchison  County,  Mo., 
October  14,  1860,  and  was  one  of  the  following 
children  born  to  his  parents:  Mary  (deceased), 
John  W.  (married  Miss  Viola  Snook,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Atchi- 
son County,  Mo.),  Oscar  P.,  Melissa  (deceased), 
Charles  (deceased),  Katie  (deceased),  an  infant 
(deceased),  Preston  R.  (married  Miss  Katie  Cloep- 
field,  and  is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Atchison 
County,  Mo. ),  Hattie  (resides  in  Missouri),  an  infant 
(deceased),  Arthiu-  (resides  on  the  old  homestead  in 
Missouri  with  his  parents),  and  Le  Roy  (is  a  farmer 
and  resides  on  the  old  homestead).  The  father  of 
these  children  is  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  has  fol- 
lowed agricultural  pursuits  all  his  life.  He  is 
living  on  the  old  homestead  and  is  sixty- five  years 
of  age.  The  mother  was  born  in  Kentucky,  and 
is  now  living  at  the  age  of  fifty-two  years.  Oscar 
P.  Lowe  received  a  good  education  in  the  graded 
schools  and  then  entered  the  State  Normal  Uni- 
versity at  Peru,  Neb. ,  where  he  remained  for  four 
years.  He  completed  a  classical  course  and  admir- 
ably fitted  himself  for  the  practical  details  of 
life.  He  engaged  in  merchandising  at  the  age  of 
nineteen  years  at  Logan,  Iowa,  and  continued  in 
this  for  about  two  years,  meeting  with  good  suc- 
cess. Mr.  Lowe  married  in  Atchison  County,  Mo., 
February  8,  1882,  Miss  Loretta  Klans  (a  native 
of  Missouri,  born  December  16,  1860),  and  to 
them  were  born  three  children — two  sons  and  a 
daughter:  Charles  Earl,  Clyde  M.  and  Verna  A. 
Mr.  Lowe  is  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  cast  his 
tir.st  presidential  vote  for  Grover  Cleveland.  He 
is  interested  in  educational  matters,  and  holds  the 
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position  of  director  in  his  home  district.  He  has 
been  tendered  many  positions  of  trust  in  his  pre- 
cinct, but  has  modestly  declined  them  all.  He 
advocated  the  principles  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  thinks  that  they  will  accomplish  much  good  if 
they  do  not  attempt  too  much.  He  was  brought 
up  under  the  instruction  of  good  religious  parents, 
and  as  a  consequence  respects  all  religious  insti- 
tutions. Mr.  Lowe  is  the  owner  of  520  acres  of 
fine  land,  all  improved,  and  is  now  erecting  a 
fine  residence,  which,  when  finished,  will  cost  over 
$2,000.  He  is  a  stock-raiser  of  decided  merit 
and  makes  a  specialty  of  Poland  China  hogs,  also 
fine  blooded  horses,  some  of  which  are  noted  for 


Oliver  Lowry  is  one  of  the  substantial  agricult- 
urists and  stock  men  of  Nuckolls  County,  and  was 
born  in  Essex  County,  Vt.,  September  25,  1827. 
His  father,  James  Lowry,  was  born  in  Vermont, 
and  there  grew  to  manhood,  subsequently  marry- 
ing Miss  Rebecca  Pratt,  who  was  also  a  Vermonter 
by  birth.  Mr.  Lowry  was  a  carpenter  by  trade, 
and  worked  on  the  first  railroad  ever  built  in  the 
United  States— the  Camden  &  Amboy  Railroad. 
In  1834  the  family  moved  to  New  York,  remaining 
there  but  a  short  time,  the  same  year  locating  in 
Cass  County,  Mich. ,  where  he  followed  contracting 
and  building  until  1856,  and  then  moved  on  to  a 
farm  in  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  on  which  he  resided 
until  his  death  in  1864.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
War  of  1812,  serving  on  the  Northern  frontier, 
under  his  uncle,  Capt.  Lowry.  Oliver  Lowry 
grew  to  manhood  in  Michigan.  In  1853  he  jour- 
neyed overland  to  California,  and  after  six  mouths 
spent  on  the  road,  he  arrived  at  the  mines  without 
any  serious  mishap.  Here  he  did  carpenter  work 
for  some  two  years,  and  then  returned  via  Panama 
to  his  home  in  Michigan  after  an  absence  of  three 
years.  He  was  engaged  in  blacksmithiug  until 
the  fall  of  the  same  year,  and  then  went  with  his 
father  to  Iowa  and  settled  on  a  farm  and  engaged 
in  agricultural  pursuits  in  that  State  until  1884, 
when  he  came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased  the 
place  on  which  he  now  resides,  five  miles  below 
Guide  Rock.  This  farm  comprises  148  acres  on 
the  Republican  River,  the  most  of  it  being  bottom 


land,  and  is  a  very  desirable  property.  When  Mr. 
Lowry  first  purchased  this  land  it  was  mostly  raw 
prairie,  but  today  it  is  one  of  the  finest  farms  in 
this  part  of  the  county.  There  is  a  beautiful  frame 
residence  and  barns  for  stock  and  grain.  Our  sub- 
ject devotes  himself  to  farming  and  stock-raising, 
at  which  he  is  doing  unusually  well.  He  is  a  man 
who  has  done  much  toward  the  development  of  the 
county,  and  is  deserving  of  the  esteem  in  which  he 
is  held.  He  affiliates  with  the  Republican  party, 
but  does  not  aspire  to  official  honors.  Mr.  Lowry 
was  united  in  marriage  in  Jackson  County,  lojva, 
December  25,  1860,  to  Dorothea  Van  Doran,  a 
native  of  New  York  and  partly  reared  and  educated 
in  that  State,  but  who  moved  to  Jackson  County, 
Iowa,  with  her  father,  Jacob  Van  Doran,  when  a 
young  lady.  To  this  union  have  been  born  three 
children:  Charles,  William,  and  Harriet,  nine  years 
of  age. 

A.  M.  Lunt,  farmer  and  stock-feeder.  Section 
28,  Town  1,  Range  6,  west,  Superior,  Neb.  If 
industry,  hard  work  and  ceaseless  activity,  united 
with  a  strong  and  determined  perseverance,  can 
accomplish  anything  in  this  world,  then  Mr.  Lunt 
is  bound  to  succeed,  for  in  him  are  to  be  found  the 
characteristics  mentioned,  and,  indeed,  he  is  de- 
serving of  more  than  ordinary  credit  for  his  career 
thus  far  in  life.  His  birth  occurred  at  Portland, 
Me.,  in  1845,  and  when  fourteen  years  of  age  he 
came  to  Stephenson  County,  111.,  and  there  re- 
sided until  1870.  Previous  to  this  he  sailed  from 
Boston  to  San  Francisco,  Cal. ,  and  from  there  to 
Calcutta.  While  on  this  voyage  the  vessel  in 
which  he  sailed  was  wrecked  and  he  had  a  nar- 
row escape  fi-om  death.  In  1870  he  emigrated 
to  Republic  County,  Kas. ,  where  he  resided  until 
October,  1889,  when  he  came  to  Nuckolls  County, 
Neb.,  and  there  purchased  one-half  section  of  land. 
He  has  a  fine  residence,  good  substantial  out-build- 
ings, and  is  especially  engaged  in  the  feeding  of 
hogs  and  cattle.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  the  Union 
army  in  Company  H,  Sixty-seventh  Illinois  In- 
fantry, and  served  five  months.  He  was  married 
in  1868,  to  Miss  Millie  Clark,  daughter  of  Nathan 
and  Elizabeth  (Falkner)  Clark,  natives  of  Canada, 
who  had  moved  to  Illinois  at  an  early  day.      Five 
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children  were  the  fruits  of  this  union:  Elmer, 
Alta,  William,  Bessie  and  Annie,  all  living. 
Mr.  Lunt  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  lodge 
at  Hardy,  and  has  at  all  times  supported  the  Re- 
publican party. 

Charles  F.  McGrew,  attorney,  Superior,  Neb. 
As  a  leading  citizen  of  Superior  in  its  professional, 
business  and  social  life,  lending  eminent  strength 
to  its  bar,  tone  to  its  finances  and  grace  to  its 
society,  Mr.  McGrrew  commands  attention  from  the 
pen  of  the  historian  who  would  wish  to  do  this  city 
justice.  He  was  born  in  Henry  County,  Iowa,  on 
July  30,  1856,  and  is  the  son  of  Simon  B.  and  Ura 
(Marsh)  McGrew,  natives  of  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  the  grandson  of  James  B.  and  Isabella  Mc- 
Grew, natives  also  of  Westmoreland  County,  Pa., 
and  the  great-^grandson  of  John  McGrew,  a  na- 
tive of  Scotland,  who  emigrated  to  America  in 
about  1738  and  located  in  Pennsylvania  or  Mary- 
land. The  father  of  our  subject  was  born  on  Oc- 
tober 22,  1810,  and  the  mother  on  February  14, 
1813.  The  latter  was  the  daughter  of  Abner  and 
Martha  (Painter)  Marsh.  The  parents  of  Charles 
F.  McGrew  were  married  in  their  native  county  on 
May  30,  1833,  and  to  them  were  born  seven  chil- 
dren, of  whom  he  was  the  youQgest,  and  four  of 
whom  are  now  living.  The  mother  died  on  Oc 
tober  15,  1865,  after  which  the  father  was  married 
on  December  5,  1867,  to  Mrs.  Elizabeth  McDaniels, 
who  is  still  living.  Her  husband,  however,  died 
on  October  18,  1874.  Before  Charles  F.  McGrew 
was  a  year  old  his  parents  moved  to  Linn  County, 
Kas.,  and  resided  on  a  farm  in  that  county  for 
seven  years.  In  1864  they  returned  to  Iowa,  locat- 
ing at  Wyoming,  Jones  County,  where  Charles  F. 
passed  his  youth  and  received  his  early  education, 
completing  his  studies  at  the  high  school  at  that  place 
when  eighteen  years  of  age.  He  then  engaged  in 
teaching  as  a  temporary  pursuit,  and  continued  at 
this  during  the  greater  part  of  the  time  for  four 
years,  being  principal,  during  two  years,  of  the 
Olin,  Iowa,  graded  schools.  While  thus  engaged 
he  devoted  his  leisure  time  to  the  study  of  law,  be- 
ing determined  to  fit  himself  for  the  legal  profes- 
sion, and  also  while  serving  in  the  capacity  of 
teacher  he  was  partially  engaged  in  civil  engineer- 


ing, having  received  a  knowledge  of  that  profes- 
sion from  his  father  in  early  life.  He  served  one 
term  as  surveyor  of  Jones  County,  Iowa,  having 
been  elected  to  that  position  in  the  fall  of  1879, 
and  was  admitted  to  the  bar  on  March  5,  1879,  at 
Anamosa,  Iowa.  On  March  12,  1880,  he  located 
in  Alexandria,  Neb.,  as  the  partner  of  Hon.  S.  J. 
Alexander,  then  secretary  of  State,  and  there  he 
was  engaged  in  the  practice  of  law,  and  the  bank- 
ing business  for  five  years.  In  the  fall  of  1883  he 
purchased  the  Thayer  County  Bank  at  Alexandria, 
organized  it  as  a  State  bank  in  the  spring  of  18S4, 
and  his  connection  with  it  continued  until  1885, 
when  he  sold  out  and  also  resigned  his  law  prac- 
tice at  that  place.  In  the  spring  of  1885  he  re- 
moved to  Ellsworth,  Kas. ,  where  for  two  years  he 
gave  his  attention  to  the  law  business  and  to  bank- 
ing. Soon  after  locating  in  Ellsworth  he  organized 
the  Central  National  Bank,  but  sold  his  interest 
in  it  in  1887,  and  owing  to  impaired  health  he 
sjaent  the  following  winter  in  California.  Return- 
ing to  Nebraska,  he  resided  temporarily  at  Lincoln, 
and  devoted  his  time  to  banking  interests.  In 
January,  1889,  he  located  in  Superior,  where  he 
has  ever  since  been  actively  engaged  in  the  prac- 
tice of  law,  and  of  which  city  he  is  now  a  leading 
attorney.  He  is  still,  also,  largely  engaged  in  the 
banking  business,  having  a  connection  at  this  time 
with  several  banks  in  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  among 
which  are  the  State  Bank  of  Lawrence  and  the 
State  Bank  of  Bloomington,  of  which  banks  he  is 
president.  Mr.  McGrew  was  married  on  Novem- 
ber 20,  1879,  to  Miss  Caddie  L.  Miller,  daughter  of 
G.  W.  Miller,  now  of  Lincoln,  and  their  marriage  has 
resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  children:  Roscoe  G. 
(born  September  12,  1880)  and  Alice  Cary  (born  No- 
vember 19,  1889).  Mr.  McGrew  is  a  Knight  Temp- 
lar. Jn  politics  he  is  a  devoted  member  of  the  Re 
publican  party.  As  a  lawyer  he  is  possessed 
of  much  ability,  and  he  is  now  recognized  as  one 
of  the  leading  members  of  the  Nuckolls  County 
bar.  Mr.  McGrew  is  a  fair  sample  of  what  thrift, 
energy  and  enterprise  will  do  for  young  men  who 
identify  themselves  with  the  growing  West.  But  a 
little  over  ten  years  ago  he  came  to  Nebraska  with 
nothing   but    his   determination  to   win,    and   un- 
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bounded  faith  in  the  future  of  his  adopted  State,  and 
his  accumulation  of  wealth  is  but  a  reward  for  his 
labors.  Such  a  reward  awaits  every  one  who  will 
take  the  same  course  that  the  subject  of  this  sketch 
has  in  casting  their  future  with  this  rapidly  de- 
veloping and  wealth-producing  section  of  the  great 
West. 

W.  B.  Mclntire,  merchant,  Superior,  Neb.  The 
trade  in  general  dry  goods  has  long  constituted 
one  of  the  leading  features  in  the  commercial  pur- 
suits of  our  country,  and  in  this  line  in  Superior 
is  found  a  thoroughly  representative  house  in  that 
conducted  by  Mr.  Mclntire.  This  gentleman  is 
also  the  junior  member  of  the  firm  of  Mclntire 
Bros.,  who  have  a  very  large  dry  goods  establish- 
ment at  Rock  Island,  111.  He  was  born  in  Wilton, 
Iowa,  on  August  25,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of 
Robert  A.  and  Josephine  F.  (Cooper)  Mclntire, 
both  natives  of  Crawford  County,  Pa.,  born 
near  Meadowville.  The  paternal  grandfather, 
James  D.  Mclntire,  who,  together  with  his  brother, 
John  Mclntire,  served  in  the  War  of  1812,  died  in 
1880,  but  John  is  still  living,  is  ninety-seven  years 
of  age  and  is  one  of  the  few  survivors  of  the  War 
of  1812.  His  home  is  near  Meadowville,  Pa. 
The  Mclntire  family  are  of  Irish  descent.  The 
mother  of  our  subject  was  the  daughter  of  James 
and  Mary  Cooper,  both  natives  of  Crawford  Coun- 
ty, Pa.  She  was  married  about  1850  to  Robert 
A.  Mclntire,  and  to  them  were  born  five  children, 
W.  B.  being  the  foiirth  in  order  of  birth,  and  all 
now  living.  The  parents  are  now  residing  in 
Muscatine,  Iowa.  W.  B.  Mclntire  was  reared  in 
his  native  town  and  graduated  fi-om  the  high 
school  at  that  place  when  seventeen  years  of  age, 
after  which  he  spent  one  year  in  the  Iowa  State 
University  at  Iowa  City.  When  nineteen  years  of 
age  he  accepted  a  clerkship  in  a  general  store  at 
Wilton,  the  store  owned  by  Bacon  &  Mclntire, 
the  latter  being  his  brother.  In  1880  Mr.  Bacon 
sold  out  to  his  partner,  after  which  our  subject 
clerked  for  his  brother,  C.  C.  Mclntire,  until  1887. 
In  the  meantime,  in  1883,  C.  C.  Mclntire  sold  his 
store  in  Wilton,  and  in  the  same  year  purchased 
a  large  dry  goods  establishment  at  Rock  Island, 
111.      In  this  store  W.  B.  clerked  until  1887,  when 


he  formed  a  partnership  with  his  brother,  and 
under  the  name  of  Mclntire  Bros. ,  the  firm  es- 
tablished a  large  dry  goods  store  in  Superior, 
Neb.,  which  has  been  conducted  ever  since  by  W. 
B.  Mclntire,  C.  C.  Mclntire  remaining  in  charge 
of  the  store  at  Rock  Island.  On  September  27, 
1889,  Mr.  Mclntire  was  married  to  Miss  Georgia 
Terry,  of  Wilton,  Iowa.  He  and  wife  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Presbyterian  Church.  Mr.  Mclntire 
is  an  enterprising  and  successful  young  man,  and 
is  very  popular  in  both  his  social  and  business  re- 
lations. The  dry  goods  establishment  which  he 
and  his  brother  established  in  Superior  is  the 
largest  ia  that  city,  and  one  among  the  best  stores 
of  the  kind  in  this  section  of  the  State. 

Isaiah  H.  Miller,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Dav- 
enport, Neb.  Among  the  many  successful  farmers 
and  stock-raisers  of  Nuckolls  County  who  owe  their 
nativity  to  the  Keystone  State,  none,  perhaps,  have 
been  more  prominently  identified  with  the  county's 
interests  than  has  Mr.  Miller.  He  was  born  De- 
cember 5,  1849,  and  was  the  youngest  of  seven 
children  born  to  the  marriage  of  his  parents.  His 
father  was  also  a  native  of  Pennsylvania,  born  about 
1814,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Heinbaugh,  a  native 
also  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation. Their  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Caroline  (married  John  Weimer,  a  farmer,  and  now 
resides  in  Pennsylvania),  Harriet  (married  J.  Sipe, 
and  now  resides  in  Pennsylvania),  Jonas  (married 
Miss  Wable,  and  now  resides  in  Pennsylvania), 
Daniel  (deceased),  Catherine  (deceased),  J.  H. 
(married  a  lady  from  Pennsylvania,  and  now  re- 
sides in  that  State,  engaged  in  lumbering)  and 
Isaiah.  The  latter  received  a  limited  education  in 
the  common  schools  of  Pennsj'lvauia,  and  com- 
menced life  for  himself  at  the  age  of  nineteen  years. 
One  year  later  he  emigrated  to  Carroll  County,  111., 
where  he  remained  for  one  summer,  and  then  went 
to  Richardson  County,  Neb.,  in  about  1870,  where 
he  tilled  the  soil.  From  there  he  went  to  Nuckolls 
County,  and  entered  160  acres  of  land,  by  pur- 
chase, where  he  immediately  began  to  make  im 
provements.  He  now  has  a  fine  residence  and 
excellent  bams,  out-buildings,  etc.  On  March  4, 
1875,  his  marriage  to  Miss  H.  E.  Wable,  a  native 
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of  Pennsylvania,  was  consummated,  and  to  them 
have  been  born  live  children — two  sons  and  three 
daughters:  May  (aged  twelve  years),  Willie  (eight 
years),  Edna  (five  years),  Earl  (two  years)  and  an 
infant  named  Alma  (the  baby  of  the  home).  Mr. 
Miller  is  a  Republican,  and  cast  his  first  presiden- 
tial vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant.  He  is  not  active  in 
politics,  being  deeply  interested  in  his  duties  as  a 
farmer,  but  he  always  exercises  his  right  of  fran- 
chise. He  is  a  member  of  the  Farmers'  Alliance, 
and  his  wife  is  an  ardent  member  of  the  Lutheran 
Church.  Mr.  Miller  expects  to  spend  the  remaind- 
er of  his  days  in  Nebraska,  surrounded  by  all  the 
comforts  which  a  life  of  hard,  earnest  work  has  ac- 
cumulated around  him. 

John  A.  Miller,  merchant,  Superior,  Neb. 
Among  the  most  skilled  and  reliable  merchants  of 
the  city  is  the  firm  of  J.  A.  Miller  &  Co. ,  dealers 
in  clothing  and  gents'  furnishing  goods.  Mr.  Mil- 
ler was  born  in  Allegheny  County,  Pa. ,  on  Febru- 
ary 24,  1852,  and  is  the  son  of  Robert  and  Eliza- 
beth (Woodburn)  Miller,  both  natives  also  of 
Allegheny  County,  Pa.,  the  former  born  in  1807, 
and  the  latter  about  1814.  Their  union  resulted 
in  the  birth  of  twelve  children,  only  four  of  whom 
are  living.  The  father  died  in  1886,  but  the  mother 
still  survives  and  resides  in  Rogers,  Ark.  John  A. 
Miller  was  but  five  years  of  age  when  his  parents 
removed  from  Pennsylvania  to  Henderson  County, 
111. ,  and  there  he  resided  on  a  farm  until  fifteen 
years  of  age.  In  1867  the  family  removed  to  Audu- 
bon County,  Iowa,  and  there  the  father  died.  At 
twenty  years  of  age,  John  A.  Miller  went  to  Colo- 
rado, and  the  following  three  years  were  passed 
prospecting  in  that  State  and  Utah,  Oregon  and 
Nevada  Territories.  Returning  to  Iowa,  he  em- 
barked in  the  clothing  business  at  Audubon,  and 
in  1882  engaged  in  the  same  business  at  Coon  Rap- 
ids, Iowa,  continuing  the  same  for  four  years.  He 
was  married  in  Coon  Rapids,  on  April  2,  1884,  to 
Miss  Sarah  M.  Goodhue,  a  native  of  Council 
Bluffs,  Iowa,  and  to  them  have  been  born  two  chil- 
dren-: Freeda  Althea  and  Herbert  A. ,  both  living. 
In  August,  1886,  Mr.  Miller  came  to  Superior, 
where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  and  of  which  city 
he  is  now  a  leading  business  man.     Here  he  em- 


barked in  the  clothing  and  gents'  furnishing  busi- 
ness, and  he  and  his  partner,  Mr.  E.  J.  Smith,  now 
have  the  largest  and  finest  store  of  that  kind  in  the 
city.  Mr.  Miller  is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.  and 
the  M.  W.  A. 

Hastings  J.  Milner  is  a  native  of  New  York, 
and  was  born  in  Onondaga  County,  September  9, 
1835.  His  father,  William  Milner,  was  also  born 
in  New  York,  and  there  grew  to  manhood  and 
married  Miss  Lucy  Gillett,  a  native  of  the  same 
place.  The  father  was  a  shoemaker  by  trade,  and 
worked  at  that  trade  all  his  life.  The  family  moved 
to  Ohio  in  1835,  locating  in  Medina  County,  and 
resided  there  for  twenty  years,  in  1855  removing 
to  Iowa,  settling  in  Wyoming,  where  Mr.  Milner 
worked  on  the  bench  until  his  death  in  1880,  his 
wife  dying  the  same  year.  Although  a  New  Yorker 
by  birth,  Mr.  Milner  recollects  very  little  about  his 
birthplace,  as  his  parents  moved  from  that  place 
to  Ohio,  while  he  was  still  an  infant..  He  grew  to 
manhood  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  and  in  1855  re- 
moved with  his  parents  to  Iowa.  He  located  on  a 
farm  near  Wyoming,  and  engaged  in  tilling  the 
soil  until  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  when  he  en- 
listed (in  August,  1862)  in  Company  K,  Twenty- 
fourth  Iowa  Volunteer  Infantry,  and  served  his 
country  until  he  was  discharged  for  disability,  in 
February,  1863.  He  then  returned  to  his  home 
in  Iowa,  and  engaged  in  farming  and  stock-raising 
up  to  1872.  In  the  spring  of  that  year  he  moved 
to  Nebraska  and  first  located  in  Webster  County, 
where  he  farmed  for  a  few  years,  and  then  pur- 
chased his  present  property,  consisting  of  eighty 
acres  of  good  tillable  land,  with  sixty  acres  under 
cultivation.  On  this  he  has  erected  a  neat  one- 
story  frame  dwelling,  a  good  barn,  sheds,  etc.,  and 
with  a  good  well  and  wind- pump,  he  is  afforded 
every  facility  for  attending  to  stock,  in  the  rais- 
ing of  which  he  is  extensively  engaged.  He  has  a 
good  bearing  orchard  on  his  place,  comprising 
about  100  trees.  Mr.  Milner  has  been  married 
three  times.  First,  in  Medina  County,  Ohio,  at  the 
age  of  nineteen  years,  in  September,  1854,  to  Miss 
Martha  Weaver,  a  native  of  Medina  County,  and  a 
daughter  of  M.  Weaver,  who  died  in  June,  1864, 
leaving  three  little  children  motherless.     In  Janu- 
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ary,  1866,  in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  Mr.  Milner  was 
again  united  in  matrimony  to  Mrs.  Melissa  (John- 
son) Bryan,  a  widow,  by  whom  he  became  the 
father  of  two  childi'en;  one  of  them  died  in  infancy, 
and  the  other  at  the  age  of  ten  years.  Mrs.  Mil- 
ner died  in  the  fall  of  1885,  and  on  March  10, 
1887,  in  Kay  County,  Mo.,  Mr.  Milner' s  marriage 
with  Miss  Matilda  Hannah,  daughter  of  J.  J.  Han- 
nah, of  that  county,  took  place,  and  they  are  now 
the  parents  of  a  son,  Harvey  J.  Mrs.  Milner  was 
born  in  Champaign  County,  111. ,  and  was  reared  in 
Ray  County,  Mo.  She  is  a  member  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Baptist  Church.  Mr.  Milner  belongs  to 
the  Masonic  fraternity,  and  to  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 

Daniel  Carlton  Mills,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Angus,  Neb.  A  man  of  marked  character  and 
more  than  ordinary  prominence  in  the  material 
affairs  of  Nuckolls  County  is  Mr.  Mills,  who  has 
followed  the  occupation  of  farming  all  his  life. 
His  birth  occurred  May  8,  18-14,  and  is  one  of  ten 
children  born  to  his  parents,  who  were  natives  of 
New  York,  the  father  born  in  1813  and  the  mother 
in  1823.  They  were  married  in  1842  and  the 
mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Miller,  is 
living  at  the  present  time.  The  children  were 
named  as  follows:  Daniel  C,  Elizabeth  (married 
George  Parker,  a  native  of  New  York,  and  resides 
in  that  State),  Henry  J.  (resides  in  New  York,  and 
married  Miss  Mary  Dart,  who  is  deceased;  his 
third  marriage  was  to  Miss  Hannah  Ingersoll,  a 
native  of  New  York;  he  is  a  farmer  by  occiipation), 
Phcebe  (resides  in  New  York  and  is  the  wife  of 
David  Whittaker,  who  is  a  horticulturist  by  occu- 
pation), Mary  Delphine  (resides  in  New  York  and 
married  Monroe  Brewster,  who  is  a  stone-mason 
and  plasterer  by  occupation),  Gertrude  S.  (resides 
in  New  York  and  was  the  wife  of  George  Douglas, 
a  carpenter  by  trade,  who  was  drowned  by  acci- 
dent in  the  fall  of  1889),  Emma  Augusta  (residing 
in  Edgar,  Clay  County,  Neb.,  wife  of  B.  W.  Ghent, 
a  locomotive  engineer  and  machinist;  Mr.  Ghent 
is  a  resident  of  Edgar,  Neb.,  and  held  the  impor- 
tant position  of  master  mechanic  of  the  Sante  Fe 
Southern  Railroad),  Byron  Stnben  (residing  on 
the  old  homestead  in  New  York  and  was  married 
to   Miss  Elsie  Christler,  a  native  of   New  York), 


John  (died  at  the  age  of  three  years)  and  Carrie 
D.  (resides  in  Philadelphia,  Pa.,  and  is  attend-, 
ing  school  at  that  place).  Daniel  Carlton  Mills 
was  married  to  Miss  Clara  D.  Dart,  a  native  of 
New  York,  on  the  20th  of  February,  1867,  and  to 
them  was  born  one  child,  Charles  Henry,  who  re- 
sides on  the  home  place.  The  latter  was  born  on 
the  20th  of  January,  1868,  and  received  a  good 
common-school  education.  He  has  chosen  agri- 
cultural pursuits  as  his  occupation  through  life. 
Mrs.  Mills'  parents  were  natives  of  New  York 
State,  and  her  mother  is  now  living.  Mr.  Mills 
and  his  wife  received  their  education  in  the  com- 
mon schools  of  New  York,  and  in  1872  they  left 
that  State  and  took  a  soldier's  claim  of  160  acres, 
in  Clay  County,  Neb.  They  afterward  sold  this 
claim  and  in  1877  located  on  his  present  farm,  which 
then  consisted  of  eighty  acres.  This  has  since 
been  increased  to  360  acres,  and  it  is  all  imder 
cultivation.  The  nearest  market  at  that  time  was 
at  Crete,  Neb.,  a  distance  of  sixty  miles,  and  Mr. 
Mills  gives  some  graphic  accounts  of  his  trips  to 
and  from  that  point.  He  enlisted  in  Hammonds- 
port,  N.  Y.,  in  Company  H,  One  Hundred  and 
Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volunteer  Infantry,  Fifth 
Army  Corps,  First  Division,  and  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  after  being  mustered  in 
at  Elmira,  N.  Y.,  in  1863.  He  participated  in  the 
following  battles:  Weldon's  Raid,  Va. ,  Hatchie's 
Run,  VaJI  Gravel  Run  and  Five  Forks.  Mr. 
Mills  was'  knocked  senseless,  by  the  passing  of  a 
shell,  at  Gravel  Run.  He  was  also  at  Boydtown 
Plank  Roads,  which  was  quite  a  battle,  and  where 
the  Unionists  captured  a  number  of  prisoners.  He 
was  present  at  the  surrender  of  Gen.  Robert  E. 
Lee,  and  was  also  present  at  the  grand  review  held 
at  Washington  City.  After  being  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Elmira,  N.  Y. ,  he  returned  home,  and 
has  since  been  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil.  He  is  a 
Republican  in  politics,  and  his  first  presidential 
vote  was  for  Abraham  Lincoln,  having  cast  his  vote 
for  that  president  while  serving  in  the  Union  army. 
He  has  filled  the  office  of  assessor,  and  has  been 
tendered  other  offices  but  has  declined.  He  was 
the  first  justice  of  the  peace  in  the  town  of  Edgar, 
Neb.,  and  married  the  first  couple  in  that   town. 
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He  has  been  an  honored  member  of  George  H. 
Thomas  Post,  G.  A.  R. ,  at  Nelson,  Neb.  He  and 
Mrs.  Mills  are  members  of  the  Evangelical  Church 
and  are  actively  engaged  in  the  Sunday-school 
work.  They  are  possessed  of  abundant  means, 
have  a  well- improved  farm  of  360  acres,  a  good 
residence,  stock  of  all  kinds,  and  are  prepared  to 
pass  the  remainder  of  their  days  in  peace  and 
plenty. 

Albert  W.  Mock  has  been  postmaster  of  Nel- 
son, Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  since  February  28, 
1890,  but  as  he  employs  a  deputy,  he  can  devote 
his  time  and  attention  to  his  trade,  that  of  contract- 
ing and  building.  His  birth  occurred  on  December 
11,  1850,  in  Bedford  County,  Pa.,  his  parents  be- 
ing Josiah  and  Rachel  ( Whysong)  Mock,  the  former 
of  whom  was  also  born  in  Bedford  County,  Pa. ,  his 
birth  occurring  in  1835.  In  September,  1861,  he 
enlisted  in  the  Union  army,  afterward  re-enlisted 
for  three  years  more,  or  during  the  war,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  at  Chapin's    Farm   in  September, 

1864,  being  confined  in  Libby  and  Salisbury  pris- 
ons for  seven  months.  He  was  paroled,  and  eleven 
days  after  reaching  the  Union  lines  he  died,  March, 

1865,  from  the  effects  of  want  and  starvation  while 
in  prison,  his  life,  like  so  many  others,  being  given 
for  his  country.  He  was  a  member  of  Company 
K,  Fifty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  his 
remains  were  taken  to  his  old  home  and  were  there 
laid  in  their  last  resting  place.  Politically,  he  was 
always  a  stanch  Republican,  and  for  many  years 
he  had  been  an  earnest  member  of  the  German 
Reformed  Church.  His  wife  is  also  a  Pennsyl- 
vanian,  born  several  years  after  Mr.  Mock,  and  is 
now  living  with  her  second  husband.  Her  union 
with  Mr.  Mock  resulted  in  the  birth  of  two  chil- 
dren: Mary  Jane  and  Albert  W.  The  latter  spent 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  on  a  farm  in  his  na- 
tive county,  but  has  lived  apart  fi-om  his  mother 
ever  since  he  was  eight  years  of  age,  his  early  home 
being  with  his  grandfather.  He  served  an  appren- 
ticeshijJ  at  the  carpenter's  trade,  and  after  becom- 
ing the  thorough  master  of  this  business,  he  went 
to  Michigan,  and  on  March  1,  1878,  came  to  Nel- 
son, Neb.  His  trade  has  received  his  attention 
ever  since,  and  he   is  now  considered  one  of  the 


foremost  contractors  and  builders  in  the  county. 
He  has  for  some  time  been  associated  in  business 
with  J.  C.  Scheurer.  He  is  a  most  genial  gentle- 
man, attends  strictly  to .  business,  and  is  a  man 
whom  all  respect  and  esteem.  In  1881  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Fickes  became  his  wife,  she  being  a  Bedford 
County  Pennsylvanian,  born  in  1857.  They  have 
two  sons:  John  and  Charles  (both  of  whom  are 
bright  and  interesting  children).  Mr.  Mock  is 
a  Republican,  and  socially,  is  a  member  of  the  I. 
O.  O.  F.  and  the  A.  F.  &  A.  M. 

Theodore  J.  Moelle,  land  agent,  farmer  and 
stock-raiser,  residing  on  Section  31,  St.  Stephen's 
Precinct.  If  the  old  country  had  not  contributed 
to  the  population  of  the  new,  Nebraska  would  not 
have  reached  its  present  high  state  of  development. 
Germany  has  furnished  her  full  quota  of  excel- 
lent men,  and  among  them  Mr.  Moelle,  a  resident 
of  Nuckolls  County,  honored  and  respected  by  all 
his  acquaintances.  He  was  born  in  Arnsberg, 
Westphalia,  Prussia,  June  1,  18-11.  His  father, 
Charles  Moelle,  born  June  11,  1805,  at  Hamm, 
Westphalia,  moved  to  Arnsberg  in  183'2,  served  nine 
years  in  the  German  army,  and  was  then,  on  ac- 
count of  meritorious  conduct  and  strict  attention 
to  duty,  promoted  from  time  to  time  from  an  infe- 
rior to  a  very  important  position  as  an  officer  in 
the  appellate  court  as  Rechnungsrath,  which  posi- 
tion he  held  until  his  death,  October  13,  1889. 
He  married  Miss  Henrietta  Messman,  who  survives 
him  and  makes  her  home  in  Arnsberg.  They  cel- 
ebrated their  golden  wedding  May  7,  1883.  The- 
odore J.  Moelle  grew  to  manhood  in  his  native 
country,  and,  like  all  German  boys,  received  a  good 
education  in  his  native  language  at  a  gymnasium, 
and  also  took  a  course  at  a  mining  college,  after 
which  he  became  foreman  and  paymaster  of  a  coal 
mine.  He  was  drafted  into  the  army  in  the  fall  of 
1864,  during  the  German -Denmark  war,  but  was 
discharged  in  four  weeks  on  account  of  disability. 
In  the  spring  of  1865  Mr.  Moelle  emigrated  to 
America  and  lauded  in  New  York  on  April  14,  the 
day  President  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  remaining 
there  but  a  short  time,  and  then  coming  through  to 
Indianapolis,  Ind.,  where  he  engaged  in  teaching. 
He  taught  for  twelve  years  in  different  places,  first 


■^ 


NUCKOLLS  COUNTY. 


779 


by  Grand  Kapids,  then  Peoria,  St.  Louis,  Keokuk, 
and  Chicago,  and  various  other  places.  In  No- 
vember, 1877,  he  moved  from  Chicago  to  Nuckolls 
County,  locating  on  railroad  land  near  St.  Stephen's, 
being  the  first  to  purchase  railroad  land  iu  Nuckolls 
County,  on  which  he  resided  until  the  winter  of 
1879,  when,  receiving  the  appointment  of  deputy 
county  clerk,  he  made  his  home  in  Nelson  for  the 
four  years  he  filled  this  office.  In  the  spring  of 
1884  he  returned  to  Germany  to  visit  his  parents 
and  the  scenes  of  his  childhood,  remaining  there 
about  six  months.  He  had  previously  purchased 
a  half  section  of  land,  and  after  his  return  he  biiilt 
a  handsome  residence,  and  in  the  fall  of  the  same 
year  moved  on  to  his  place.  His  farm  comprises 
320  acres  of  good  tillable  land,  150  of  which  are 
under  the  plow.  He  has  a  good  comfortable  resi- 
dence, a  good  barn,  and  sheds  for  cattle,  a  wind- 
mill, a  fine  grove  of  18,000  forest  trees,  and  one 
of  the  best  orchards  in  the  county.  His  orchard 
contains  350  apple  trees,  40  pear,  '20  plum,  10 
cherry,  and  about  400  grapevines.  He  has  some 
twenty-nine  varieties  of  pears,  his  being  the  finest 
collection  of  any  in  Nuckolls  County,  or  perhaps 
in  the  State.  Mr.  Moelle  was  united  in  matrimo- 
nial bonds  at  Crown  Point,  Ind.,  September  10, 
1868,  to  Miss  Elizabeth  Blimm,  daughter  of  Ira 
and  Salome  Blimm,  both  natives  of  Germany. 
She  was  born  in  New  York  State,  but  reared  and 
educated  in  Indiana.  Their  union  has  been 
blessed  in  the  birth  of  eight  children — four  sons 
and  four  daughters,  viz. :  Charles  (a  young  man), 
Frank,  Wilhelmina,  Ottelia,  Ferdinand,  Henrietta, 
Aurelia,  and  Ludwig,  an  infant.  Mr.  Moelle  has 
twice  served  as  postmaster,  and  established  the 
post  office  Arusberg  iu  honor  of  the  beautiful  an 
cient  city  in  Westphalia.  The  last  named  office  was 
held  at  his  present  residence  for  about  two  years, 
and  was  then  moved  to  Mount  Clare,  a  distance  of 
two  miles  Mr.  Moelle  and  family  are  members 
of  the  Catholic  Church.  He  is  considered  one  of 
the  most  substantial  farmers  of  Nuckolls  County, 
and  his  accumulations  are  entirely  the  result  of  his 
own  industry  and  good  management. 

T.  C.   Mongar,  deputy    sheriff,   Nelson,    Neb. 
Mr.  Mongar,  the  popular  sheriff  of  this  county,  is 


a  native  of  Indiana,  born  in  1850,  and  his  educa- 
tion was  received  in  the  common  schools.  At  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years  he  left  Indiana  and  jour- 
neyed to  Nebraska,  locating  in  Dickson  County, 
where  he  took  a  homestead  and  there  made  his 
home  for  four  years.  After  this  he  returned  to 
his  native  State  and  was  married  iu  Clark  County, 
where  he  tarried  one  year  and  then  returned  to 
Nebraska.  Two  years  later  he  went  to  Clarke 
County,  Iowa,  and  worked  in  a  mill  until  1884, 
when  he  went  to  Huron,  Dak.,  and  after  a  resi- 
dence there  of  one  year  returned  to  Iowa,  where 
he  again  worked  in  a  mill.  He  was  then  taken 
with  inflammatory  rheumatism  and  emigrated  to 
Nelson,  Neb.,  in  1887.  He  has  been  marshal 
of  the  town  of  Nelson,  street  commissioner,  and 
has  been  deputy  sheriff  since  the  first  of  the  year. 
He  was  the  owner  of  a  homestead  which  he  sold  in 
1876,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  a  house  and  lot  in 
this  town.  He  is  the  father  of  three  children: 
Josiah,  Bessie  and  Goldie.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  K.  of  P.  His  father,  Josiah  Mongar, 
was  a  native  of  New  York  and  was  a  merchant 
at  Taylor,  of  that  State,  for  some  time.  Subse- 
quently he  became  an  attorney,  and  was  also  en- 
gaged in  the  hotel  business  at  Winchester,  Ind. 
He  and  his  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Miss 
Elizabeth  Copestick,  are  now  deceased.  They 
were  the  parents  of  nine  children,  all  now  living. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  France. 
Luther  Moss,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nelson, 
Neb.  The  agricultural  interests  of  Liberty  Town- 
ship are  ably  represented  by  the  subject  of  this 
sketch,  a  man  whose  entire  life  has  been  passed  in 
the  calling  which  now  receives  his  attention.  It 
was  but  natural,  perhaps,  that  when  it  became 
necessary  for  him  to  start  out  in  life  he  should 
choose  agricultural  pursuits  as  his  calling,  for 
his  father,  Charles  Moss,  was  also  a  successful 
tiller  of  the  soil,  and  as  a  consequence  he  was 
early  initiated  iu  the  duties  of  the  farm.  Charles 
Moss  was  a  native  of  Maryland,  and  was  married 
to  Miss  Eliza  Jane  (Price)  Moss,  a  native  also  of 
that  State.  In  1855  they  moved  to  Marshall 
County,  111.,  purchased  land  and  made  many  im- 
provements.     There  they    reside  at    the    present 
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time.  Of  the  twelve  childreu  born  to  this  union, 
Luther  Moss  was  the  second.  He  was  educated 
in  Marshall  County,  HI.,  and  commenced  farming 
for  himself  in  that  State.  He  was  married,  on  Oc- 
tober 14,  1880,  to  Miss  Mary  Jane  Vore,  a  native  of 
the  Buckeye  State  and  the  daughter  of  Thomas 
Clarkson  and  Soph  i  ah  C.  ( Aker)  Vore,  natives  also  of 
Ohio.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Vore  came  to  Illinois  about 
1866,  settled  in  Marshall  County,  and  in  1881 
emigrated  to  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  where  the 
father  resides  at  the  present  time.  In  1881  Mr. 
Moss  came  to  Nuckolls  County,  purchased  120 
acres  of  school  land,  erected  a  good  frame  house, 
planted  an  orchard,  and  has  any  amount  of  small 
fruit.  He  raises  a  great  many  peaches  and  has 
had  small  fruit  for  three  years.  He  is  an  ardent 
Republican  in  his  views  and  takes  considerable  inter- 
est in  politics;  is  an  ex-member  of  the  school  board 
and  is  active  in  educational  matters.  His  three 
childreu  are  named  as  follows:  Edmund  Harrison, 
Nora  Belle  and  Charles  Thayer  Clarkson.  Mr.  Moss 
has  witnessed  many  changes  in  the  country  since  his 
residence  here  and  has  seen  the  entire  growth  of 
Nelson.  He  built  the  second  farm  house  in  this 
part  of  the  precinct,  and  is  pleasantly  situated  six 
miles  from  the  county  seat. 

Lewis  Nicholas,  proprietor  of  a  livery  stable  at 
Oak,  Nuckolls  County,  though  numbered  among 
the  younger  business  men  of  the  community,  is 
well  and  favorably  known  in  connection  with  the 
interests  which  now  occupy  his  attention.  He  was 
born  in  Putnam  County,  W.  Va. ,  April  20,  1866, 
his  paternal  grandparents  being  John  and  Margaret 
(Swope)  Nicholas.  Andrew  Jackson  and  Felissia 
Anna  (Foster)  Nicholas,  his  parents,  were  married 
November  3,  1851.  The  father  was  born  July  18, 
1822,  in  Putnam  County,  W.  Va.,  his  wife's  birth 
occurring  in  Lawrence  County,  Ohio,  October  9, 
1832.  They  had  a  family  of  six  children,  those 
besides  Lewis  being  William  A.  (a  Baptist  minister 
of  Guyandotte,  W.  Va. ),  Eliza  (wife  of  Mahlan 
Johnson,  a  farmer  of  Virginia),  Mary  (wife  of 
William  A.  Shanklin,  a  farmer  of  Virginia),  Alice 
(now  Mrs.  Mathew  Eggleston,  of  Virginia),  and 
Thomas  R.  (a  farmer  of  Nelson  Precinct,  this 
county).      The  parents   are  still   living   and  hold 


membership  in  the  Baptist  Church  in  Putnam 
County,  W.  Va.  Andrew  J.  Nicholas  entered  the 
United  States  service  in  February,  1862,  enlisting 
in  Company  G,  Eleventh  West  Virginia  Infantry, 
and  being  assigned  to  the  Army  of  West  Virginia. 
He  participated  in  all  the  movements  and  engage- 
ments entered  into  by  his  regiment,  including 
Winchester,  Fisher's  Hill,  Petersburg  and  others, 
and  was  present  at  Lee's  surrender.  He  was  dis- 
charged at  Richmond  at  the  close  of  the  war. 
Lewis  spent  his  school  days  in  his  native  State, 
receiving  a  common-school  education,  and  at  the 
age  of  seventeen  began  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer, 
continuing  that  occupation  in  Virginia  until  com- 
ing to  this  county  in  the  spring  of  1886.  After 
resuming  agricultural  pursuits  for  about  three 
years,  he  directed  his  attention  to  the  livery  and 
feed  business  at  Oak,  where  he  now  enjoys  a 
liberal  patronage,  being  provided  with  such  an 
equipment  as  cannot  but  please  those  in  need  of 
good  rigs.      In  politics  he  is  a  Republican. 

Thomas  Kirkman  Norwood,  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  Angus,  Neb.  This  prominent  and  success- 
ful tiller  of  the  soil,  residing  on  Section  30,  Sher- 
man Precinct,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  owes  his 
nativity  to  Hamilton  County,  Ind.,  where  his  birth 
occurred  on  February  22,  1835.  He  was  the  eldest 
of  the  following  children:  Lucinda  (wife  of  Jesse 
Wells,  a  native  of  Indiana,  and  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  by  occupation),  William  Wesley  (married  to 
Miss  Adessah  Jane  Atkinson,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and 
is  now  engaged  in  farming  in  Nuckolls  County), 
Catherine  (deceased),  Mary  Ann  (deceased),  Eliza- 
beth Caroline  (wife  of  John  B.  Adamson,  a  farmer 
by  occupation),  John  (deceased),  George  W.  (en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Nuckolls  County),  Andrew 
Jackson  (farmer  and  resides  in  Nuckolls  County; 
he  married  Miss  Emma  Mercer,  a  native  of  Mis- 
souri), Nathaniel  Taylor  (resides  in  Nuckolls 
County,  and  is  a  farmer  and  miller  by  occupation, 
engaged  in  managing  the  Blue  Bluff  Mills;  he  mar- 
ried Miss  L.  D.  Oldham,  a  native  of  Iowa)  and  Rob- 
ert Franklin,  engaged  in  farming  in  Clay  County, 
Neb.,  and  was  married  to  Miss  Amanda  Kazaar, 
a  native  of  Iowa).  The  parents  of  these  children 
are  natives  of  North  Carolina,  and  both  are  living 
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in  Nuckolls  County.  Neb.,  the  former  born  in  1811 
and  the  latter  in  1815.  The  father  is  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits.  Thoma.s  K.  Norwood  was 
educated  in  the  schools  of  Iowa,  and  was  married  on 
December  30,  1855,  to  Miss  Anna  Elizabeth  Atkin- 
son, a  native  of  Ohio,  born  March  8,  1839,  and 
whose  education  was  also  received  in  the  common 
schools.  To  this  union  were  born  ten  children: 
Charles  Wesley  (engaged  in  farming  in  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.,  married  to  Miss  Laura  B.  Mar- 
lance,  a  native  of  Iowa),  John  Kirkman  (also  en- 
gaged in  farming  in  Nuckolls  County,  married  to 
Miss  Alice  Cody,  a  native  of  Wisconsin  and  cous- 
in of  the  celebrated  William  Cody — Buffalo  Bill), 
Matilda  Isabella  (resides  in  Clay  County,  Neb.,  and 
is  the  wife  of  Rev.  William  Porter  Jewett,  elder 
in  the  Christian  Church  at  Deweese,  Neb.,  aud 
who  is  also  engaged,  in  mercantile  pursuits),  Will- 
iam Ulysses  Lincoln  (residing  on  the  old  homestead 
in  Nuckolls  County,  and  is  married  to  Miss  Almina 
Myers,  a  native  of  McLean  County,  111.),  George 
Edwin  (resides  in  Nuckolls  County,  and  the  hus- 
band of  Miss  Nellie  Cody,  another  cousin  of  Hon. 
William  Cody),  Adessa  May  (resides  in  Nuckolls 
County,  and  is  the  wife  of  Robert  W.  Blackwood, 
who  is  a  native  of  Ireland  and  a  farmer  by  pursuit), 
Lettie  Blanche  (resides  at  home),  Frank  Centennial 
(was  born  in  1876,  and  is  now  at  home)  and  Amy 
Ethel  (who  is  at  home  and  the  ' '  baby ' '  of  the 
house).  In  1872  Mr.  Norwood  emigrated  to  Ne- 
braska, and  settled  in  Nuckolls  County  when  it  was 
in  a  wild  and  unsettled  condition,  and  when  ani- 
mals of  nearly  all  kinds  were  plentiful.  The 
nearest  market  was  forty  miles  distant,  and  Edgar 
and  Nelson  were  then  unknown.  Mrs.  Norwood 
remarks  that  at  one  lime  she  was  acquainted  with 
every  lady  in  Nuckolls  County,  and  tells  about  the 
first  Fourth  of  July  celebration,  when,  after  the 
people  had  gathered  in  from  all  parts,  there  might 
have  been  possibly  100  in  attendance.  Mr.  Nor- 
wood was  in  the  Home  Guards  in  Appanoose  Coun- 
ty, Iowa,  during  the  late  war.  He  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are  held  in 
high  esteem  by  all  acquainted  with  them.  They 
are  the  owners  of  160  acres  of  good  land,  have  a 
neat  and  comfortable  residence  and  substantial  out- 


buildings. The  Norwood  family  cast  thirteen  Re- 
publican votes  for  Benjamin  Harrison  during  the 
late  presidential  election. 

James  Oldham  was  born  in  Shelby  County, 
Ind.,  in  December,  1837,  and  is  the  fourth  child 
born  to  Aaron  and  Mary  A.  (Conner)  Oldham,  na- 
tives of  Tennessee  and  Kentucky,  respectively.  The 
father  was  reared  to  manhood  in  his  native  State, 
and  upon  attaining  his  majority,  he  left  his  home 
and  moved  to  Indiana,  there  engaged  in  agricult- 
ural pursuits,  and  died  in  1877,  in  his  sixtieth 
year,  the  mother  having  previously  died  in  1872. 
They  were  the  parents  of  twelve  children,  seven  of 
whom  grew  to  maturity,  and  only  three  of  whom 
are  now  living.  The  survivors  are  Margaret  (wife 
of  James  Littrel,  of  this  county),  George  (of 
Liberty  Precinct)  and  James  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch).  James  Oldham  spent  his  boyhood  and 
early  youth  in  his  native  State,  in  the  common 
schools  of  which  he  obtained  his  education,  and  at 
the  age  of  sixteen  years  came  with  his  parents  to 
Iowa.  Here  he  farmed  during  the  summer,  and 
in  the  winter  worked  in  the  coal  mines,  following 
these  occupations  for  about  ten  years.  When  he 
was  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  commenced  life 
on  his  own  responsibility,  selecting  farming  as  his 
occupation,  which  calling  he  has  followed  ever 
since.  In  the  fall  of  1879  he  came  to  this  county, 
and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  iinimproved  land, 
on  which  was  a  very  poor  house,  for  which  he  paid 
S900.  To  this  he  has  since  added  100  acres  more, 
making  him  an  excellent  farm  of  240  acres  of  good 
land,  all  of  which  is  improved,  with  a  neat  and 
commodious  dwelling,  good  barns,  and  out-build- 
ings, fences,  etc.  As  a  fruit-raiser  Mr.  Oldham 
has  achieved  to  great  success,  having  one  of  the 
largest  and  finest  orchards  in  the  county.  One 
has  but  to  look  at  his  fine  growing  meadows  to  see 
that  tame  grasses  of  all  kinds  can  be  raised  in 
this  grand  young  State.  In  1859  he  wedded  Miss 
Charlotte  Whited,  daughter  of  Carson  and  Abigail 
(Bollibough)  Whited,  and  by  this  union  became 
the  father  of  nine  children,  five  of  whom  are  living: 
Cora  A.  (now  the  wife  of  John  Furnish,  a  farmer 
of  this  county),  Rosina  (the  wife  of  William  Nor- 
wood, also  a  farmer  of  this   county),  Jennie   D. , 
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Alpha  and  Pearl,  all  at  home.  The  children  who 
died  were  aged,  respectively,  four,  two  and  four 
years,  and  Robert  died  when  he  was  sixteen  years 
of  age.  As  Mr.  Oldham  is  now  beginning  to  feel 
the  advance  of  years,  he  has  retired  from  the  active 
supervision  of  his  farm,  the  work  being  carried  on 
by  his  nephew,  A.  V.  Oldham,  son  of  George  Old- 
ham, of  this  county,  and  a  very  energetic  and 
capable  young  man.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Oldham 
are  members  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  are 
honored  and  esteemed  by  all  with  whom  they  come 
in  contact.      Mr.  Oldham  is  a  Republican. 

W.  C.  Ovei-ton  is  one  of  the  prominent  agri- 
culturists and  stockmen  of  Neli^on  Township, 
Nuckolls  County.  He  was  born  in  Greene  County, 
Ind.,  in  October,  1844,  and  while  he  was  still  an  in 
fant  in  arms,  his  parents  removed  to  Monroe  Coun- 
ty, Iowa,  where  they  remained  for  one  year,  and 
then  moved  to  Clarke  County,  where  he  grew  to 
manhood,  receiving  a  limited  education.  He  was 
the  eighth  child  born  to  William  and  Nancy  (Clark) 
Overton,  both  of  whom  were  born,  reared  and  mar- 
ried in  Tennessee,  and  soon  after  the  latter  event 
took  place  moved  to  Indiana,'  and  resided  there  for 
two  years,  during  wkich  time  our  subject  was  born. 
Of  the  ten  children  born  to  their  union  all  grew  to 
maturity,  their  names  being  Gilham  (who  took  sick 
and  died  during  the  late  war),  Lovica  (deceased), 
David  (residing  on  the  old  homestead  in  Clarke 
County,  Iowa),  Hiram  (residing  in  Clarke  County, 
Iowa),  Ellen  (deceased),  Almira  (the  wife  of  Isaac 
Langley,  a  farmer,  resides  in  Grant  County,  Ind.), 
Sarah  (is  the  wife  of  J.  V.  Michel,  of  Clarke  Coun- 
ty, Iowa),  the  subject  of  this  sketch,  Nancy  (wife  of 
S.  M.  Sherrow,  resides  on  the  old  home  place  in 
Clarke  Count)',  Iowa)  and  A.  C.  (is  now  in  British 
Columbia).  The  mother  closed  her  eyes  to  the 
scenes  of  this  world  forever  at  her  old  home  in 
Clarke  County,  Iowa,  in  1875.  The  subject  of  this 
sketch  commenced  life  for  himself  as  a  farmer  in 
Iowa  at  the  age  of  twenty  years.  He  came  to  this 
county  in  187G,  and  purchased  eighty  acres  of  land, 
for  which  he  paid  1560,  and  the  following  year 
he  purchased  eighty  acres  more.  This  was  then 
all  raw  prairie  land,  but  he  greatly  improved  this 
place,  and  after  living  on  it  for  six  years,  he  sold  it 


and  bought  the  farm  on  which  he  is  now  living, 
comprising  160  acres,  all  of  which  is  well  im- 
proved. In  politics  Mr.  Overton  is  an  ardent 
Democrat,  and  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Overton,  nee  Mary  J.  Hall,  are  the 
parents  of  four  children  (but  three  of  whom  are 
now  living),  viz. :  Albert,  Melvin  (deceased),  Ira  and 
Gracie.  They  and  the  two  boys  are  members  of 
the  Christian  Church.  Mrs.  Overton  is  a  daughter 
of  Warren  and  Cynthia  (Parks)  Hall,  the  former 
born  in  Kentucky  and  the  latter  in  North  Caro- 
lina. 

J.  W.  Pearce  is  the  clerk  of  the  district  court 
of  Nuckolls  County,  and  has,  in  every  way,  proven 
himself  a  most  able  and  eiScient  official.  His  birth 
occurred  in  Gambler,  Knox  County,  Ohio,  in  1847, 
and  there  he  continued  to  make  his  home,  receiv- 
ing fair  educational  advantages,  until  he  was  seven- 
teen years  of  age,  when  he  enlisted  in  Company 
G,  One  Hundred  and  Eighty-lifth  Regiment  Ohio 
Volunteer  Infantry,  remaining  until  the  close  of 
the  war.  Upon  returning  home  he  clerked  in  a 
boot  and  shoe  establishment  until  twenty-two  years 
of  age,  when  he  went  to  Nevada,  Story  County, 
Iowa,  to  clerk  in  a  shoe  store.  He  is  next  found 
in  Grinnell,  Iowa,  where  he  followed  the  same  oc- 
cupation, and  then  for  some  time  traveled  through 
Nebraska,  Kansas  and  Colorado  in  search  of  a 
suitable  location  in  which  to  settle.  In  a  few 
months  he  retiuned  to  Iowa,  and  rintil  his  removal 
to  Superior,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  in  March, 
1887,  he  was  a  resident  of  Wiuterset,  Iowa.  He 
was  married  in  this  place  in  March,  1874,  the 
maiden  name  of  his  wife  being  Dessie  G.  Koon. 
She  was  born  in  Blair  County,  Pa.,  in  1851,  and 
is  one  of  the  best  of  wives  and  neighbors.  Upon 
his  removal  to  this  State  Mr.  Pearce  clerked  in  a 
general  mercantile  establishment  until  he  was  ap 
pointed  to  the  position  of  clerk  of  the  distric: 
courts  of  Nuckolls  County,  he  being  a  stanch  Re 
publican  in  politics.  He  approves  of  secret  organ 
izations,  and  is  a  worthy  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W 
and  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  His  father,  George  J.  W 
Pearce,  was  born  in  England,  and  at  the  age  of 
twelve  years  was  brought  to  America,  and  is  now 
a  resident  of    Pasadena,    Cal.      His   wife,    whose 
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maiden  name  was   Elizabeth  Powell,  was  horn  in 
Ohio,  and  became  the  mother  of  eight  children. 

M.  L.  Pierce,  a  prosperous  young  business  man 
of  Superior,  Neb.,  was  originally  from  Mount  Hol- 
ly, Rutland  County,  Vt.,  where  his  birth  occarred, 
November  22,  1859,  and  was  the  elder  of  two  chil- 
di'en  (the  younger  being  a  daughter,  who  now  re- 
sides in  Boston,  Mass. )  born  to  Lorenzo  and  Nancy 
(Smith)  Pierce.  The  father  was  also  a  native  of 
Mount  Holly,  born  in  the  early  part  of  October, 
1836,  and  the  mother,  who  was  a  native  of  Platts- 
burg,  N.  Y.,  was  born  October  22,  1836.  The 
father,  during  the  principal  part  of  his  life,  fol 
lowed  merchandising.  His  death  occurred  in  June, 
1866.  The  mother  now  resides  in  Middlebury,  Vt. 
When  M.  L.  Pierce  was  two  years  of  age,  his  par- 
ents removed  to  Rutland,  Vt. ,  where  his  father 
died,  and  shortly  after  this  bereavement  he  went 
with  his  widowed  mother  to  Middlebury,  Vt. 
When  eleven  years  of  age  he  accompanied  her  to 
Addison,  Vt.,  where  he  remained  two  years,  and 
when  thirteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Rutland, 
where  he  entered  the  employ  of  George  H.  Palmer, 
a  large  dry-goods  merchant.  He  clerked  for  him 
during  the  greater  portion  of  four  years,  and  when 
seventeen  years  of  age  went  to  Greenwich,  N.  Y., 
where  he  filled  a  similar  position  for  two  years. 
In  1880  he  came  west,  and  for  one  year  clerked 
in  a  clothing  store  in  Abilene,  Kas.  Returning  to 
Greenwich,  N.  Y.,  November  1,  1881,  he  engaged 
in  the  clothing  business  for  himself,  and  for  six 
years  was  a  member  of  the  firm  of  McGeoch  & 
Pierce.  In  February,  1888,  Mr.  Pierce  engaged 
with  the  firm  of  Rockwell,  Rhodes  &  Miller,  cloth- 
ing manufacturers  of  Utica,  N.  Y.,  and  he  has  been 
in  their  employ  as  a  traveling  salesman  ever  since. 
For  some  time  after  entering  their  employ  he  made 
his  headquarters  at  Abilene,  Kas.,  but  November 
1,  1888,  he  removed  to  Superior,  Neb.,  and  on 
November  13  he  and  his  brother-in-law,  Mr.  D.  E. 
Croft,  established  a  clothing  and  gents'  furnishing 
store  at  this  place,  which  they  have  conducted  very 
successfully  ever  since.  On  January  11,  1890,  Mr. 
Pierce  established  a  branch  store  at  Nelson,  Neb. , 
which  is  also  doing  a  good  business.  Mr.  Pierce 
was  married  January  8,  1885,  to  Miss  Sallie  Croft, 


daughter  of  David  Croft,  of  Abilene,  Kas.,  and  to 
them  have  been  born  two  children:  Sallie  Croft  (born 
September  25,  1886)  and  David  Marcellus  (born 
January  21,  1890).  Mr.  Pierce  is  a  member  of  the 
Masonic  fraternity,  and  in  politics  is  a  Democrat. 
He  is  a  thoroughgoing  and  energetic  young  mer- 
chant, and  possesses,  in  an  eminent  degree,  those 
qualities  which  are  essential  to  success. 

William  S.  Piper,  proprietor  of  the  We.st  Side 
Livery  Stable  at  Nelson,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb., 
is  a  Michigander,  born  in  1855,  and  in  that  State 
his  youth  and  early  manhood  were  spent.  In  addi- 
tion to  attending  the  common  schools,  he  received 
the  advantages  of  a  high-school  education,  and  be- 
ing fond  of  his  books,  he  applied  himself  closely  to 
his  tasks,  and  upon  finishing  his  education  was  a 
well-posted  young  man.  From  his  earliest  youth 
he  was  familiar  with  farm  life,  and  upon  reaching 
his  twenty-third  year  he  considered  himself  fully 
capable  of  earning  his  own  living,  but  concluded 
that  the  West  was  a  better  field  for  a  young  man  of 
energy  and  determination,  and  accordingly  came 
to  the  fertile  prairies  of  Nebraska.  He  first  worked 
on  a  farm  in  Clay  County,  but  in  1882  came  to 
Nelson,  and  in  partnership  with  F.  P.  Long  opened 
a  livery  stable.  This  connection  did  not  last  long, 
however,  for  F.  P.  Long  soon  disposed  of  his  in- 
terest to  Mr.  Piper's  brother-in-law,  J.  B.  Atkin- 
son. Still  later  he  became  associated  with  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Farling.  After  selling  out  at  one 
time  he  went  to  Custer  County,  but  came  back  and 
again  entered  business,  and  is  now  the  owner  of  his 
present  establishment.  His  horses  and  vehicles 
are  always  ready  for  use,  are  at  the  command  of 
the  public,  and  those  who  patronize  Mr.  Piper 
will  find  him  accommodating  and  agreeable.  He 
was  married  in  Nelson  to  Miss  Flora  S.  Atkinson, 
a  native  of  Iowa,  by  whom  he  has  one  child,  Guy 
A.  Mr.  Piper  is  a  Republican.  He  is  a  son  of 
Simon  Piper,  who  was  at  that  time  residing  in 
Michigan.  The  latter  and  his  wife,  who  died  there, 
were  the  parents  of  ten  children,  eight  of  whom 
are  living — three  sons  and  five  daughters.  Will- 
iam was  three  months  old  when  his  mother  died 
and  one  year  old  when  his  father  died. 

Josiah  Popejoy  has  been  accounted  a  prosperous 
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tiller  of  the  soil  of  Nuckolls  County  since  1882. 
His  birth  occurred  in  Fayette  County,  Ohio,  July 
7,  184:0,  he  being  a  son  of  Christopher  P.  and  Mary 
(Bowers)  Popejoy,  both  of  whom  were  Virginians. 
The  former  removed  to  Ohio  when  a  lad,  with  his 
parents,  and  there  he  grew  to  manhood  and  married, 
he  and  wife  becoming  the  parents  of  nine  children, 
of  whom  the  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  eighth. 
In  1841  Mr.  Popejoy  removed  with  his  family  to 
Indiana,  and  resided  on  a  farm  in  Wells  County 
until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1871.  He  held 
various  official  positions  here,  and  was  clerk  of 
Wells  County  for  two  terms.  He  was  a  captain  in 
the  War  of  1812,  and  for  about  forty  years  was  a  li- 
censed minister  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
His  wife  died  in  1845.  Josiah  Popejoy' s  early- 
youth  and  manhood  were  spent  in  Wells  County, 
and  there  he  became  thoroughly  conversant  with 
the  duties  attendant  upon  farm  life.  He  removed 
from  Indiana  to  Illinois  in  1866,  and  until  the  fall 
of  1869  he  was  engaged  in  agricultural  jjursuits  in 
Vermilion  County.  He  then  married  and  moved 
to  Champaign  County,  where  he  made  his  home  for 
seven  years,  and  the  year  1882  witaessed  his  advent 
in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb. ,  where  he  is  the  owner 
of  a  fertile  and  well  improved,  farm  of  160  acres. 
His  residence  is  in  good  condition,  and  he  has  a 
thriving  young  orchard  of  many  varieties  of  fruits. 
His  marriage  to  Miss  Mahala  E.  Denny  was  cele- 
brated on  November  1,  1869,  she  having  been  born 
in  Washington  County,  Ind.,  where  she  also  grew 
to  womanhood,  her  parents  being  R.  R.  and  Kittle 
Denny.  Mr.  Popejoy  is  an  elder  in  the  Lutheran 
Chiu-ch,  in  which  his  wife  is  also  a  member,  and 
their  family  consists  of  three  children:  Maggie  M., 
Louella  and  Edward. 

Judge  Joseph  H.  Pritts,  Nelson,  Neb.  Judge 
Pritts  has  been  a  resident  of  Nebraska  for  nearly 
nineteen  years,  and  of  Nuckolls  County  since  1885. 
He  owes  his  nativity  to  the  Keystone  State,  whore 
his  birth  occurred  in  1840,  and  there  he  remained 
until  twenty  years  of  age,  when,  on  April  22,  1862, 
he  enlisted  in  the  Northern  army.  Company  D, 
Fifteenth  United  States  Infantry.  He  was  a  par- 
ticipant in  the  following  engagements:  Chatta- 
nooga, November  24  and  25, 1863,  Buzzard' s  Roost, 


Resaca,  New  Hope  Church,  Kenesaw  Mountain, 
siege  of  Atlanta  and  others.  He  was  wounded  at 
Jonesboro,  Ga. ,  on  September  1,  1864;  was  .in 
the  hospital  for  some  time,  and  joined  his  company 
before  he  was  discharged.  Returning  to  Pennsyl- 
vania after  the  war,  he  followed  agricultural  pur- 
suits, and  was  married  in  1864  to  Miss  Rosa  A. 
Hoffman,  a  native  also  of  Pennsylvania,  born  in 
1839.  In  1872  Judge  Pritts  left  his  native  State, 
where  he  had  held  many  positions  of  trust  in  his 
county,  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  and  first  located  in 
Richardson  County,  where  he  remained  until  1885. 
Before  his  commission  as  justice  of  the  peace 
(which  he  had  received  in  Pennsylvania)  had  run 
out,  he  was  elected  to  the  same  position  in  Rich- 
ardson County,  and  before  this  had  run  out  he 
was  placed  on  the  school  board.  He  takes  a  deep 
interest  in  educational  matters,  and  in  fact  all 
laudable  enterprises.  In  the  fall  of  1887  he  was 
elected  judge  of  Nuckolls  County,  and  so  great 
was  his  popularity  that  he  was  re-elected  in  1889. 
He  received  1,189  votes  on  the  second  term,  against 
600  for  his  strongest  opponent — the  largest  vote 
received  in  the  county.  The  Judge  has  been  a 
member  of  the  G.  A.  R.  since  1878,  and  is  senior 
vice-commander.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Alliance, 
and  is  a  member  of  the  Lutheran  Chiirch.  In 
his  political  preferences  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
his  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Abraham  Lin- 
coln, in  1860.  He  is  the  owner  of  160  acres  of 
land,  and  has  a  good  house  in  town.  By  his  mar- 
riage the  Judge  became  the  father  of  five  children : 
Norman  L.,  Alexander  A.,  Minerva  J.,  Ellen  M. 
and  Riidolph  G.  His  parents,  Hy  and  Mary 
(Hoover)  Pritts,  were  natives  of  Somerset  County, 
Pa.,  the  father  born  in  1800  and  died  in  I860. 
They  were  parents  of  four  childi-en,  all  now  living. 
Perry  Ralsttin,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Bost- 
wick  Township,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  There  are 
few  farms  of  the  size,  if  any,  in  this  portion  of 
Nuckolls  County,  that  presents  a  better  picture  of 
advanced  agriculture  than  the  one  referred  to  in 
the  present  sketch.  It  contains  430  acres,  nearly 
all  under  cultivation,  and  as  far  as  natural  advan- 
tages and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  improved  are 
concerned,  it  is  probably  without  a  superior  here- 


NUCKOLLS  COUNTY. 


785 


abouts.  The  owner  of  this  farm,  Mr.  Ralston,  was 
born  in  Butler  County,  Pa.,  May  29,  1850.  His 
father,  David  Ralston,  was  born  and  reared  in 
Pennsylvania,  and  there  married  to  Miss  Mary 
Sharp,  who  was  also  a  Pennsylvanian  by  birth. 
Ml'.  Ralston  was  a  millwright,  and  followed  that 
trade  in  Pennsylvania  for  many  years.  In  1853, 
when  the  subject  of  this  sketch  was  but  three 
years  of  age,  he  determined  to  come  west  to 
court  dame  fortune,  and  accordingly  moved  with 
his  family  to  Jackson  County,  Iowa,  where  he 
worked  at  his  trade  until  1874,  at  that  time  com- 
ing to  Nebraska  and  settling  on  a  farm  seven  miles 
northwest  of  Red  Cloud,  being  among  the  earlj' 
pioneers  of  that  section,  and  here  he  did  his  first 
farming.  Both  he  and  wife  are  still  liviag, 
although  getting  well  along  in  years.  Perry  Ral- 
ston was  the  eldest  son,  and  the  third  in  order  of 
birth,  of  live  children,  all  of  whom  are  still  living, 
and  grew  to  manhood  in  Iowa,  remainiug  with  his 
father  until  he  had  attained  his  majority,  at  which 
time  he  came  to  Nebraska,  locating  at  Red  Cloud 
in  1871,  and,  having  previously  learned  the  black- 
smith's trade  in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  he  worked 
at  this  trade  at  this  place  for  a  number  of  years. 
He  started  a  shop  at  Red  Cloud,  and  carried  on  a 
blacksmith  and  wagon- repairing  shop  until  1881, 
when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Nuckolls  County, 
locating  on  the  Republican  River  bottoms,  where 
he  now  resides.  He  makes  a  business  of  raising 
and  stall-feeding  a  few  steers  each  year,  and  finds 
it  very  profitable.  His  farm  is  well  stocked  with 
the  usual  conveniences  for  farm  labor;  he  has  a 
good  dwelling  and  out- buildings,  such  as  barns, 
sheds,  cribs,  etc.,  and  he  also  has  an  orchard  of 
100  young  trees  just  beginning  to  bear,  besides  a 
quantity  of  small  fruit.  At  Red  Cloud,  Septem- 
ber 20,  1876,  Mr.  Ralston  was  united  in  matrimony 
to  Miss  Susan  Hughs,  born,  reared  and  educated  in 
Alamakee  County,  a  daughter  of  C.  Hughs,  who  is 
now  a  resident  of  Nuckolls  County,  and  five  chil- 
dren have  been  given  to  them,  viz. :  May,  William, 
Ella,  Corrilla  and  Dilsie.  Mr.  Ralston  is  a  stanch 
Republican,  and  always  supports  the  men  and 
measures  of  that  party. 

Judge  John  Reilly,  carriage  manufactm-er,  of 


Superior,  Neb.,  and  police  judge  of  that  place,  was 
born  on  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  on  April  10,  1832, 
while  his  parents,  Adam  and  Margaret  (Johnson) 
Reilly,  were  en  route  to  America.  On  reaching 
the  continent,  the  family  first  settled  in  Ottawa, 
Canada,  but  shortly  afterward  removed  to  Brock- 
ville,  Canada.  Before  coming  to  America  the 
father,  who  was  a  native  of  Ireland  (as  was  also 
the  mother),  was  in  the  British  military  a  number 
of  years,  and  jsarticipated  in  the  battle  of  Water- 
loo under  Wellington.  He  also  made  a  trip  to  the 
West  Indies.  After  locating  in  Brockville,  Can- 
ada, he  again  entered  the  British  service,  and  con- 
tinued therein  about  ten  years,  or  until  1846,  serving 
entirely  in  Canada.  There  both  parents  received 
their  final  summons.  Judge  John  Reilly  passed 
his  youthful  days  in  Brockville  and  Prescott,  Can- 
ada, and  learned  the  trade  of  a  carriage-maker 
near  Brockville,  beginning  at  this  when  fifteen 
years  of  age.  When  nineteen  years  of  age,  after 
having  served  an  apprenticeship  of  four  years,  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  spent  about  six 
months,  laboring  as  a  journeyman  carriage-maker, 
at  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  Then  returning  to  Canada, 
he  worked  as  a  journeyman  a  year  and  a  half  at 
Spencerville,  after  which  he  began  a  carriage  bus- 
iness for  himself  at  Heck's  Corners,  Canada.  His 
marriage  occurred  at  that  place  on  January  12, 
1853,  when  Miss  Mary  Knapp  became  his  wife. 
She  was  born  in  Canada  in  November,  1834,  and 
was  the  daughter  of  William  and  Jane  (Alder) 
Knapp,  the  former  a  native  of  Canada,  and  the 
latter  of  England.  About  two  years  after  his  mar- 
riage Mr.  Reilly  removed  to  a  point  some  five 
miles  from  Heck's  Corners,  where  he  conducted  a 
carriage  shop  for  about  three  years.  He  then 
removed  to  another  point  in  the  same  vicinity,  and 
about  three  years  later  removed  to  Henry's  Cor- 
ners, near  Prescott.  At  all  the  above  places  he 
carried  on  the  carriage-making  business  for  him- 
self, and  in  1865  he  again  came  to  the  United 
States,  and  at  this  time  located  at  Ashton,  Lee 
County,  111.,  where  he  conducted  a  carriage  and 
blacksmith  shop  until  1879.  In  that  year  he  came 
to  Nebraska,  and  after  a  brief  residence  in  Lincoln, 
located  in  Elk  Creek,  Johnson  County,  where,  in 
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1880,  he  started  a  carriage  shop,  which  he  con- 
ducted six  years.  In  1886  he  came  to  Superior, 
where  he  and  Robert  L.  Orr  have  conducted  a  first- 
class  carriage  and  blacksmith  shop  ever  since.  In 
connection  with  this  they  also  deal  quite  extensively 
in  agricultural  implements.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Reilly 
have  had  seven  children:  Emma,  WilliUm  E.  and 
Adam  E.  (twins),  Robert,  George,  Jennie  F.  and 
Harry  C.  Adam  E.  is  deceased.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Reilly  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  he  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F. 
lodge.  In  politics  he  is  a  Republican,  and  served 
as  justice  of  the  peace  two  terms,  or  four  years,  at 
Elk  Creek.  He  has  also  held  the  same  office  one 
term  of  two  years  at  Superior.  On  April  1,  1889, 
he  was  elected  police  judge  of  that  city,  and  he  is 
now  filling  the  office  in  a  creditable  and  satisfac- 
tory manner. 

C.  M.  Ross,  druggist  and  postmaster  of  Oak,  Neb., 
was  born  in  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  in  18-18,  one  of  a 
family  of  five  children  born  to  the  union  of  J.  M. 
and  Ellen  (Hannah)  Ross.  His  father  was  born  in 
Kentucky,  in  1808,  of  Scotch  parentage,  and  grew 
to  manhood  in  his  native  State.  Early  ia  life  he 
moved  to  Ohio,  and  there  engaged  in  business  as  a 
dentist,  later  as  a  merchant,  and  finally  as  a  miller, 
and  then  traded  his  interests  for  land.  He  was  an 
extremely  fine  looking  man,  being  over  six  feet 
two  inches  in  height  and  well  proportioned.  In 
politics  he  voted  with  the  Republican  party,  and 
was  a  strong  Abolitionist.  He  died  in  1886,  in  his 
seventy-eighth  year.  The  mother  was  born  in 
Wayne  County,  Ind.,  in  1816,  of  Irish  descent, 
and  died  in  1880,  at  the  age  of  sixty-four  years. 
Grandfather  Ross  was  a  large  slave  owner  in  Ken- 
tucky, but  freed  his  slaves  and  moved  to  Ohio.  The 
maternal  grandfather  was  a  resident  of  Center- 
ville,  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  and  was  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  old  Indiana  Central  Railway.  He 
was  very  prominently  identified  with  the  Republican 
party  and  held  several  offices  of  honor  and  trust, 
serving  as  sheriff  of  Wayne  County,  Ind.,  also 
three  terms  in  the  Legislature,  and  was  elected 
and  served  one  term  as  secretary  of  State.  Al- 
though our  subject  is  a  native  of  Indiana,  he  knows 
very  little  about  his  native  State,  as  his  parents 


took  him  to  Illinois  in  his  tenth  year.  They  lo- 
cated in  Vermilion  County,  and  here  C.  M.  Ross 
was  reared  to  maturity,  obtaining  his  education  at 
the  common  schools  of  this  county  and  in  the 
Stockwell  Academy,  of  Tippecanoe  County,  Ind., 
which  latter  institution  he  attended  for  three  years. 
After  completing  his  education,  he  embarked  in  the 
mercantile  business,  but  not  finding  this  occupa- 
tion exactly  in  accordance  with  his  tastes,  he  soon 
sold  out,  and  for  two  years  following  was  engaged 
in  teaching  the  young  idea.  While  attending 
school  he  had  taken  up  the  study  of  medicine,  and 
in  1876  he  opened  a  drug  store  at  Rossville,  111., 
and  successfully  continued  the  business  for  ten 
years.  In  1886  he  sold  out  and  came  to  Nebraska, 
locating  first  in  Shickley,  in  Fillmore  County,  where 
he  carried  on  a  drug  business  from  October  of  that 
year  to  January  1,  1889,  when  he  removed  his 
stock  to  this  place,  purchased  land  and  erected  a 
building,  and  has  since  been  in  the  drug  business 
here,  and  has  a  very  good  trade,  being  the  only 
druggist  in  the  town.  On  June  15,  1889,  he  was 
commissioned  postmaster,  and  has  since  efficiently 
discharged  the  duties  of  that  office.  His  marriage 
to  Mrs.  Ida  (Brant)  Fate  was  consummated  in 
1884,  at  Danville,  111.  Mr.  Ross'  eldest  brother 
served  his  country  during  the  late  war,  enlisting 
in  Company  B,  Twenty-fifth  Illinois  Volunteer  In- 
fantry, and  died  of  typhoid  fever  during  service. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ross  are  both  prominent  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  Mr.  Ross  is  a 
stanch  Republican  in  politics,  is  notary  public, 
and  takes  a  deep  interest  in  all  that  pertains  to  the 
good  of  the  community.  He  was  a  delegate  to 
nominate  regents  of  the  State  University,  in  June, 
1887,  and  also  served  as  a  delegate  to  the  Congres- 
sional convention  that  met  in  Hastings  in  1888. 

George  W.  Rouse,  a  prominent  farmer  and 
stock-raiser  of  Nuckolls  County,  residing  on  Sec- 
tion 25,  St.  Stephen's  Township,  was  born  in  Mus- 
kingum County,  Ohio,  March  10,  1837.  His 
father,  James  S.  Rouse,  came  to  Ohio  from  New 
York  (where  he  was  born)  when  a  young  man, 
being  one  of  the  early  settlers  of  that  county,  and 
was  there  married  to  Miss  Elizabeth  De  Selms,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania.      Mr.    Rouse   was   a   car- 
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penter  by  trade,  and  followed  that  occupation  in 
Ohio  for  a  number  of  years.  In  1867  he  moved  to 
Nebraska,  and  settled  in  Cass  County,  being  one  of 
the  early  pioneers  of  that  county,  taking  up  100 
acres  of  raw  prairie  land,  which  he  has  since  con- 
verted into  a  good  farm,  on  which  he  .still  resides, 
with  a  son,  at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-one 
years.  His  wife  passed  from  earth  in  1886. 
George  W.  Rouse  spent  his  boyhood  and  early 
youth  in  his  native  State,  and  at  the  age  of  seven- 
teen years  came  west  to  Peoria  County,  111.,  and 
made  his  home  there  until  1861.  In  August, 
1861,  Mr.  Rouse  enlisted  in  Company  B,  Thirty- 
Seventh  Illinois  Infantry,  for  three  years,  veteran- 
izing in  the  First  Missouri  Light  Artillery,  in  which 
he  served  until  the  close  of  the  war.  He  j)artici- 
pated  in  the  battles  of  Pea  Ridge,  Prairie  Grove, 
Chalk  BlufP,  surrender  of  Vicksburg,  siege  and 
capture  of  Mobile.  He  was  discharged  at  St. 
Louis  in  August,  1865,  after  having  served  his 
country  loyally  and  well  for  four  years.  After 
receiving  his  discharge,  he  returned  to  Illinois,  and 
in  December  of  the  same  year  was  united  in  mat- 
rimony to  Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Wright,  a  widow  lady, 
and  the  daughter  of  James  Milligan.  She  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  reared  in  Illinois.  After 
his  marriage  Mr.  Rouse  tilled  the  soil  in  Illinois 
for  two  years,  and  in  the  fall  of  1868  moved  to 
Nebraska,  settling  in  Cass  County,  where  he  home- 
steaded  160  acres  of  land,  which  he  improved  and 
made  into  a  good  farm.  Here  he  made  his  home 
until  1880,  when  he  sold  out  and  moved  to  Nuck- 
olls County  and  purchased  his  present  property, 
comprising  160  acres  of  land,  five  miles  due  west 
of  Nelson.  Most  of  this  land  is  under  cultivation, 
and  with  a  fine  yoiing  grove,  good  buildings,  wind- 
pump,  etc.,  it  may  well  be  considered  one  of  the 
finest  farms  in  this  section.  In  politics  Mr.  Rouse 
was  formerly  a  Republican,  but  now  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Prohibition  party.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Rouse 
are  the  parents  of  three  children,  viz. :  Edwin  (a 
young  man  at  home),  Ella  (an  attractive  young 
lady)  and  Irene  (a  young  miss  of  nine  years).  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Rouse  are  both  members  of  the  Evan- 
gelical Association,  and  are  highly  esteemed  by 
their  neighbors  and  friends. 


J.  D.  Rouse,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nelson, 
Neb.  Among  those  in  the  township  who  are,  and 
for  some  time  past  have  been,  giving  their  atten- 
tion to  the  stock  business  as  a  principal  part  of 
their  farming  interests,  there  is  no  man  more  prom- 
inently associated  with  the  industry  than  Mr. 
Rouse.  When  it  became  necessary  for  him  to  start 
out  in  life  for  himself,  he  very  naturally  and  wisely 
chose  the  occupation  to  which  he  had  been  reared, 
and  from  that  time  to  the  present  his  success  has 
been  such  as  only  a  thorough  acquaintance  with 
his  calling  and  years  of  experience  might  lead  him 
to  achieve.  He  was  born  in  Muskingum  County, 
Ohio,  in  November,  1842,  and  was  the  fifth  child 
born  to  the  marriage  of  James  S.  and  Elizabeth 
(De  Selm)  Rouse,  the  father  a  native  of  the  Em- 
pire State  and  the  mother  of  Pennsylvania. 
Twelve  children  were  the  result  of  their  union: 
Gilbert  (a  contractor  and  builder  in  Omaha),  George 
W.  (resides  in  St.  Stephen's  Precinct),  T.  S.  (who 
died  while  serving  in  the  Union  army),  Orlando 
(deceased),  J.  D.,  J.  P.  (of  Cass  County),  Anderson 
(of  Highland  Precinct),  Erastus  (died  in  infancy), 
Isabella  (wife  of  J.  S.  Mathews,  an  attorney  of 
Plattsmouth),  F.  M.  (of  Highland  Precinct)  and 
Robert  M.  (also  of  Highland  Precinct).  The 
father  of  these  children  was  born  in  1808,  and  has 
followed  farming  all  his  life.  He  is  now  residing 
in  Cass  County.  The  mother  died  in  1886.  The 
father  is  a  member  of  the  Congregational  Church, 
of  which  the  mother  was  also  a  member.  J.  D. 
Rouse  received  a  good  practical  education  in  the 
common  schools  of  Illinois,  and  in  1861  he  entered 
the- United  States  service  in  Company  C,  Illinois 
Volunteers.  He  served  through  the  entire  war,  and 
was  honorably  discharged  at  Chicago,  111.,  in  Feb- 
ruary, 1865.  During  the  service  he  participated 
in  the  battles  of  Fort  Donelson,  Shiloh,  Corinth, 
Resaea,  Dalton,  Mission  Ridge,  Atlanta  and  all 
through  the  Atlantic  campaign.  At  the  close  of 
the  war  he  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  in  Knox 
County,  111. ,  and  in  1868  he  came  to  Cass  County, 
Neb. ,  took  and  improved  a  homestead  of  160  acres, 
and  remained  there  ten  years.  He  then  came  to 
this  county  and  purchased  his  present  property. 
It  was  all  raw  land  at  that  time,  but  he  now,  has  it 
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well  improved  with  a  good  dwelling,  barns  and 
other  out-buildings.  He  raises  some  of  the  best 
grade  of  stock  in  the  township.  He  has  been  a 
Republican  in  his  political  principles  in  the  past 
years,  but  is  now  an  active  Prohibitionist.  He  is 
a  member  of  the  G.  H.  Thomas  Post  No.  15,  G. 
A.  R.,  Nelson,  Neb.,  and  is  also  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  In  1868  he  married  Miss 
Fannie  Gilbreath,  the  daughter  of  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  (Johnson)  Gilbreath,  and  two  children 
were  born  to  them:  Edwin  L.  (a  teacher  of  this 
county)  and  Luciuda.  Mr.  Rouse  and  wife  and 
childi-en  are  members  of  the  Christian  Church. 
Mr.  Rouse  is  well  pleased  with  Nebraska,  and  ex- 
j)ects  to  make  this  State  his  future  home.  He  con- 
tributes liberally  to  the  support  of  all  religious  and 
educational  enterprises. 

A.  Rouse,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  is  a  native  of 
Muskingum  County,  Ohio,  born  in  August,  1847, 
being  the  seventh  son  of  James  S.  and  Elizabeth 
(De  Selms)  Rouse,  the  former  born  in  York  State 
and  the  latter  in  Pennsylvania.  The  father  at- 
tained manhood  in  his  native  State,  and  in  his 
youth  learned  the  trade  of  cabinet-making,  and  in 
connection  with  this  work  followed  contracting  and 
building  after  his  removal  to  Ohio.  He  remained 
in  the  ' '  Buckeye  State ' '  until  1853,  and  then  re- 
moved to  Peoria  County,  111.,  this  county  being  his 
home  until  the  spring  of  1867,  in  which  year  Cass 
County,  Neb.,  became,  and  still  is,  his  abiding 
place.  His  homestead  consists  of  eighty  acres  of 
fertile  and  well-improved  land,  and  throughout 
that  country  he  is  well  and  favorably  known.  He 
is  now  in  his  eighty-second  year.  His  wife  died 
in  the  fall  of  1886,  in  Cass  County,  aged  sixty-nine 
years,  the  fiftieth  anniversary  of  their  married  life 
having  been  celebrated  nearly  three  years  before 
her  death.  She  was  the  mother  of  twelve  chil- 
dren, all  of  whom  grew  to  mature  years  except 
two,  who  died  in  infancy.  A.  Rouse,  the  immedi 
ate  subject  of  this  biography,  was  favored  with  a 
good  common  school  education  in  his  youth  in  the 
State  of  Illinois,  and  at  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  began  the  battle  of  life  for  himself  as  a 
farmer  in  Cass  County,  Neb.  In  the  spring  of 
1883  he  came  to  Nuckolls  County  and  purchased 


the  farm  which  he  is  now  tilling,  which  consists  of 
160  acres.  It  was  all  raw  land  at  the  time  of  his 
purchase,  but  is  now  in  an  excellent  state  of  culti- 
vation and  is  finelj'  improved,  with  all  necessary 
buildings,  fences,  fruit  and  forest  trees,  etc.  He 
is  a  Prohibitionist  in  his  political  views,  and  polled 
a  strong  vote  as  nominee  for  county  clerk  on  that 
ticket.  He  was  married  in  November,  1868,  to 
Miss  Mary  R.  Waters,  only  daughter  of  James  and 
Nancy  A.  (Cox)  Waters,  the  father  a  native  of 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  the  mother  of  Can- 
ada. Mrs.  Rouse  was  born  in  Iowa  in  1850,  and 
has  borne  Mr.  Rouse  five  children:  Elmer  S., 
William  B.,  Leo  A.  (who  died  in  infancy),  Ethelyn 
M.  and  Nannie  E.  Mr.  Rouse  has  always  been 
very  favorably  impressed  with  Nebraska  as  a  farm- 
ing country,  and  the  property  which  he  now  owns 
has  been  made  in  this  State  by  his  own  exertions 
and  good  management.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Rouse  and 
their  eldest  son  are  members  of  the  Christian 
Church. 

Thomas  C.  Russell,  liveryman,  Superior,  Nel). 
A  livery  stable  is  a  most  essential  institution,  both 
for  pleasure  and  convenience.  To  be  able  to  com- 
mand at  any  moment  a  horse  and  rig  for  a  drive  in 
the  country,  or  for  business  or  other  purposes,  is  a 
privilege  the  value  of  which  can  not  be  too  high- 
ly estimated.  A  prominent  liveryman  of  Superior 
is  Mr.  Thomas  C.  Russell,  who  was  born  in  Dela 
ware  County,  Ohio,  on  August  30,  1849,  and  who 
is  the  son  of  Stephen  S.  and  Ellen  (Bowen)  Rus- 
sell, the  former  a  native  of  Lancaster  County, 
Ohio,  born  July  20,  1806,  and  the  latter  a  native 
of  Virginia,  born  November  12,  1810.  The 
mother  died  on  April  22,  1890,  having  been  re- 
spected and  esteemed  by  her  many  warm  friends. 
Thomas  C.  Russell  was  the  ninth  of  eleven  chil- 
dren, seven  of  whom  are  living.  They  were 
named  as  follows:  Mary  J.,  W^illiam,  James, 
Charles,  John,  Nathan,  Robert,  Stephen,  Thomas 
C,  Samuel  and  Sarah.  As  will  be  seen,  the  eldest 
and  youngest  are  daughters  and  the  rest  are  sons. 
Those  deceased  are  William,  James,  Charles  and 
John.  Thomas  C.  Russell  was  but  a  year  old 
when  his   parents   removed  to  Knox  County,  111., 
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where  his  boyhood  days  were  passed  in  assisting 
on  the  farm  and  in  attending  the  common  schools. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army,  but  his  father  prevented  him  from 
going.  He  was  married  in  Knos  County,  111.,  on 
January  7,  1873,  to  Miss  Emma  J.  Dingman,  a 
native  of  Fulton  County,  III.,  born  August  29, 
1850,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and  Margaret 
Dingman,  the  former  a  native  of  Pennsylvania  and 
the  latter  of  Ohio.  In  1876  Mr.  Russell  removed 
to  Adair  County,  Iowa,  where  he  resided  seven 
and  a  half  years  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  and 
stock-raising,  and  in  1884  he  removed  to  Superior, 
Neb.  Here  he  has  since  been  engaged  in  the 
livery  business,  has  a  large  brick  livery  barn  at 
that  place,  and  has  one  of  the  finest  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  the  State.  He  is  one  of  Superior's 
most  reliable  and  influential  men.  He  is  a  Repub- 
lican in  politics. 

Thomas  B.  Sargent,  a  prosperous  farmer  and 
stockman,  is  also  successfully  engaged  in  deal- 
ing in  all  kinds  of  ornamental  and  fruit  trees.  A 
native  of  Warren  County,  HI.,  born  December  1, 
1842,  he  grew  to  manhood  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  his  native  State,  and  his  youth  was  spent 
in  tilling  the  soil.  On  August  1,  1862,  he  joined 
the  Federal  army,  becoming  a  member  of  Company 
H,  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  but  owing  to 
disability  was  discharged  November  1,  of  that  year, 
and  returned  home.  In  April,  1865,  he  went  to 
Iowa,  and  in  Clarke  County  was  united  in  the  bonds 
of  matrimony  to  Miss  Sarah  J.  Roberts,  who  was 
born  in  Darke  County.  Ohio,  in  1848.  He  con- 
tinued to  make  the  '' Hawkeye  State "  his  home 
until  1878,  being  a  worthy  agriculturist,  and  a 
hotel-keeper  and  liveryman  of  Murray  for  about 
five  years,  but  has  since  been  a  well-known  resi- 
dent of  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  He  purchased 
seventy-nine  acres  of  land,  which  he  was  energetic- 
ally engaged  in  tilling  until  about  two  years  since, 
when  be  turned  his  attention  to  the  culture  of  fruit 
and  ornamental  trees,  at  which  he  has  done  ex- 
ceptionally well.  His  business  has  increased  fi'om 
$300  to  1900,  and  all  of  his  trees  that  die  he  re- 
places at  half  price.  His  children  are  named  as 
follows:     Emma  (wife  of  E.  E.  Stone),   John  J., 


Nellie,  Ollie,  Frank  and  George.  Mr.  Sargent 
is  a  member  of  the  G.  A.  R. ,  and  while  a  resident 
of  Iowa,  in  1865,  he  was  one  of  only  four  men  who 
voted  the  Democratic  ticket  in  his  precinct,  being 
compelled  to  make  out  their  own  tickets.  His 
parents,  John  and  Mary  (Johnson)  Sargent,  were 
born  in  Kentucky,'  the  former  being  a  farmer  by 
occupation.  He  was  a  participant  in  the  Black 
Hawk  War,  a  Democrat  in  politics,  and  a  member 
of  the  Christian  Church.  He  died  in  Clarke  County, 
Iowa,  at  the  age  of  eighty-three  years,  he  and  his 
wife  having  become  the  parents  of  nine  children. 
The  paternal  grandfather  was  a  native  of  Virginia, 
but  was  of  Scotch-Irish  descent. 

F.  A.  Scherzinger,  co-editor  of  Nelson  Gazette 
with  T.  W.  Cole,  was  born  in  Monroe  County,  Ohio, 
April  7,  1865,  and  is  the  son  of  J.  B.  (born  August 
24,  1841)  and  Rosa  (born  July  26,  1842)  (Yost) 
Scherzinger,  natives  of  Baden,  Germany,  and  Ohio, 
respectively.  The  father  came  from  Baden  to 
America  at  the  age  of  twelve  years,  with  his 
mother— then  a  widow — who  is  still  living  with 
him,  and  located  in  New  York  first,  then  moved  to 
Delaware,  and  from  there  to  Clarington,  Ohio,  when 
a  young  man.  In  March,  1888,  he  came  to  Nuck- 
olls County,  Neb.,  and  is  now  living  on  a  farm  in 
that  county.  He  is  a  natiiral-born  mechanic,  but 
at  the  present  time  is  engaged  in  agricultural  pur- 
siiits.  In  his  political  views  he  affiliated  with  the 
Republican  party.  F.  A.  Scherzinger  was  one  of 
six  children — two  girls  and  three  boys — three  now 
living  (Charles  W.,  born  August  4,  1870,  Jacob  P., 
born  July  22,  1876),  born  to  his  parents.  His  sis- 
ters were  named  Edith  T.,  born  May  6,  1867  and 
Alma  E.,  born  November  20,  1872;  they  died  at 
the  age  of  five  and  two  years,  respectively.  F.  A. 
was  reared  and  educated  in  Clarington,  Ohio,  and 
commenced  learning  the  printer's  trade  at  the  age 
of  seventeen.  In  January,  1886,  he  came  to  this 
county,  located  in  Nelson,  purchased  the  paper, 
and  has  edited  it  ever  since.  Under  his  efficient 
management,  the  Gazette  has  come  to  be  regarded 
as  one  of  the  representative  papers  of  the  county, 
and  Mr.  Scherzinger  has  proven  himself  to  be  a 
man  of  good  judgment  in  directing  the  editorial 
policy  of  his  paper.      Since  October,    1888,   Mr. 
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Cole  has  been  a  partner.  In  hia  political  views 
Mr.  Scherzinger  is  a  Republican,  and  socially  he  is 
a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the  K.  of  P.  Mr. 
Scherzinger' 9  grandmother  was  born  March  25, 
1817. 

John  J.  Seaman  is  a  hard-working  and  enter 
prising  farmer  and  stock-raiser,~  of  Highland  Pre- 
cinct, Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  and  the  farm  of  200 
acres  which  he  is  now  so  successfully  engaged  in 
tilling  has  been  earned  by  his  own  endeavors,  and 
with  the  valuable  aid  and  assistance  of  his  worthy 
wife.  He  was  born  in  Muskegon,  Mich.,  March  1, 
1854,  being  the  second  of  seven  children  born  to 
R.  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Arnold)  Seaman,  both  of 
whom  were  born  in  York  State.  Elizabeth  Arnold 
moved  to  Michigan  in  the  year  1835,  with  her 
father,  Jeremiah  Arnold,  who  bought  the  land 
where  the  city  of  Hillsdale  now  stands.  R.  S. 
Seaman  moved  to  Michigan  with  his  parents  in 
1S41,  who  located  in  the  town  of  Cambria,  in 
Hillsdale  County.  They  were  married  in  the  year 
1850,  and  improved  two  farms  in  that  State.  R. 
S.  Seaman  was  a  volunteer  in  the  Fourth  Michi- 
gan Cavalry  during  the  war,  and  served  two  years, 
being  in  the  raid  after  Jeff  Davis,  and  had  the 
honor  of  standing  guard  over  him  the  first  night 
following  his  capture.  In  May,  1870,  they  came 
to  Saline  County,  Neb.,  and  homesteaded  eighty 
acres  of  land,  which  Mr.  Seaman,  with  the  help  of 
his  wife  and  family,  succeeded  in  finely  improving. 
He  died  in  1874,  and  his  widow  now  lives  in  Nel- 
son, Neb.  Their  children  are  John  J.,  Joseph  R. 
(who  is  married  and  resides  in  Kansas  City),  Mary 
E.  (now  Mrs.  Judd  J.  Ayers,  of  Beaver  City,  Neb. ), 
Edna  L.  (Mrs.  E.  L.  Harding,  also  of  that  place) 
and  Editha  E.  (now  Mrs.  Beebe,  of  Fairbury,  Neb.). 
John  J.  Seaman,  after  remaining  with  his  parents 
on  the  farm  in  Michigan,  and  attending  the  common 
schools  of  that  State,  and  also  those  of  Nebraska, 
began  farming  for  himself  at  the  age  of  twenty 
years,  and  made  his  first  purchase  of  land  in  Saline 
County,  Neb.,  in  1875,  which  consisted  of  eighty 
acres.  In  1884  he  purchased  his  present  farm  in 
Nuckolls  County,  and  immediately  began  erecting 
buildings  of  all  kinds,  and  setting  out  a  good 
orchard.      He  now  has  150  fruit  trees,  which  will 


soon  begin  bearing,  and  2,000  shade  trees.  Be- 
sides tilling  nearly  all  of  his  land,  he  is  quite  ex- 
tensively engaged  in  raising  stock,  and  keeps  a 
high  grade  of  cattle  and  horses,  which  bring  him 
in  a  handsome  sum  of  money  annually.  He  always 
votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  is  the  present 
central  committeeman  of  Highland  Precinct.  He  is 
also  the  present  assessor,  and  has  been  a  member  of 
the  school  board  a  number  of  years.  He  was  married 
in  Saline  County,  Neb. ,  December  25,  1882,  to  Miss 
Pauline  Kegler,  and  by  her  has  one  child,  Roscoe 
A.  She  was  born  in  Germany,  and  is  a  daughter 
of  Martin  and  Eureka  Kegler,  who  came  from  their 
native  land  of  Germany  to  America  in  1868.  They 
first  settled  in  Wisconsin,  and  in  1877  came  to 
Saline  County,  Neb.,  where  they  are  now  living. 
Mr.  Seaman  belongs  to  the  Farmers'  Alliance,  and 
has  always  been  interested  in  everything  pertaining 
to  the  welfare  of  the  county. 

F.  S.  Shaw,  county  clerk  of  Nuckolls  County, 
Nelson,  Neb.  Nowhere  in  Nuckolls  County  is  to 
be  found  a  young  man  of  more  energy  or  deter- 
mined will  or  force  of  character  than  Mr.  Shaw, 
and  no  young  man  has  been  more  honorably  iden- 
tified with  the  interests  of  this  county  and  with  its 
advancement  in  every  worthy  particular  than  he. 
He  was  born  in  Leechburg,  Westmoreland  County, 
Pa.,  in  1858,  and  is  the  son  of  Joseph  and 
Martha  (Blackburn)  Shaw.  His  father  was  a 
native  of  Virginia,  and  has  been  an  active  minister 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  more  than 
thirty  years,  and  now  resides  at  Beaver,  Pa.  F. 
S.  Shaw  arrived  at  years  of  discretion  as  a  farmer 
boy  in  Muskingum  County,  Ohio.  In  1882  he 
graduated  from  Mount  Union  College,  Alliance, 
Ohio,  with  the  degree  of  A.  B. ,  at  the  same  time 
taking  with  him  his  parchment  as  a  graduate  also 
of  the  Commercial  Department.  He  afterward 
went  to  Pennsylvania,  clerked  in  a  grocery  store 
for  a  short  time,  and  in  the  spring  of  1883  he  came 
west.  He  first  located  in  Carleton,  Thayer  County, 
Neb. ,  and  was  engaged  in  the  real  estate  and  bank- 
ing business  for  six  months.  He  then  came  to 
Nelson  and  embarked  in  the  real  estate  and  banking 
business  in  behalf  of  Mr.  Saylor.  He  afterward 
wrote   up    a    set    of    abstract   books    of    Nuckolls 
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County,  which  he  still  owns  and  keeps  up,  they 
being  the  only  set  of  abstract  books  in  the  county. 
He  was  elected  county  clerk  in  the  fall  of  1887, 
notwithstanding  the  county  being  strongly  Repub- 
lican, and  re-elected  in  the  fall  of  1889,  with  a 
greatly  increased  majority.  Socially  he  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Masonic  fraternity  and  the  K.  of  P., 
and  in  politics  he  is  Democratic. 

Capt.  H.  W.  Short.  Of  the  many  prominent 
names  which  make  up  the  strength  of  the  Ne- 
braska bar,  that  of  Mr.  Short  holds  a  foremost 
place,  and  his  experience  in  Nuckolls  County  as  a 
legal  practitioner  dates  back  to  1876,  when  he 
moved  thither  with  his  family  and  opened  an  office 
in  Nelson.  He  was  born  in  Leicestershire,  England, 
in  1842,  and  at  the  age  of  seven  years  was  brought 
to  the  United  States  by  his  parents,  and  in  the 
State  of  Illinois  received  the  beneiit  of  a  liberal 
education.  From  his  earliest  boyhood  he  had  high 
literary  aspirations,  and  contemplated  making  some 
of  the  learned  professions  his  calling,  but  about 
this  time  the  Civil  War  burst  upon  the  country, 
and  all  the  discipline  of  his  earliest  manhood  was 
destined  to  be  received  upon  the  battle-field.  He 
had  been  reared  in  America,  was  truly  American 
in  ideas  and  inclinations,  and  as  the  questions  of 
secession  and  slavery  were  all-absorbing  topics  of 
the  hour,  Mr.  Short  was  deeply  interested  in  their 
amicable  settlement  and  was  strongly  opposed  to 
both.  When  the  tocsin  of  war  was  sounded  he 
became  one  of  the  valiant  Federal  soldiers  who 
volunteered  to  risk  his  life  for  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  and  entered  the  First  Illinois  Light 
Artillery,  serving  from  the  month  of  December, 
1863,  until  July  6,  1865.  During  that  period  he 
was  a  participant  in  twenty-two  hotly- contested 
battles,  the  most  important  of  which  were  Resaca, 
Big  Shanty,  New  Hope  Church,  Dallas,  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  Peach  Tree  Creek,  Atlanta,  Jonesboro, 
Lovejoy  Station  and  Nashville,  Tenn.,  being  in 
the  Fifteenth  Army  Corps,  of  which  Gen.  Logan 
was  commander.  He  then  returned  to  his  home 
and  friends  with  the  consciousness  of  having  serv- 
ed his  country  faithfully  and  well,  and  to  enjoy 
the  blessings  which  his  bravery  and  valor  had 
helped  to  win.      In  the  pursuit  of  domestic  afPairs 


among  his  fields  and  flocks,  and  amidst  the  busy 
hum  of  social  industries,  he  endeavored  to  forget 
the  carnage  of  the  battle-field  and  to  remember  the 
war  only  by  its  effects  on  national  questions.  For 
a  short  period  after  his  return  home  he  devoted  his 
attention  to  milling  and  farming,  but  still  held  to 
his  original  intention  of  becoming  a  professional 
man,  and  at  odd  moments  he  read  law,  economiz- 
ing the  time  that  men  usually  waste,  and  thus 
gradually  prepared  himself  for  the  calling  in  which 
he  now  holds  a  pre-eminent  and  honorable  place. 
The  opening  of  the  great  West  to  settlers  about 
this  time  attracted  Capt.  Short's  attention,  and 
thinking  to  finfi  a  larger  scope  for  his  talents  he, 
in  1871,  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  settling  in  Saun- 
ders County,  where  he  read  law  under  Attorney 
Sprague.  As  his  finances  were  at  a  very  low  ebb 
on  reaching  this  State,  he  was  compelled  to  engage 
in  chopping  wood  the  first  winte^',  as  a  means  of 
keeping  the  wolf  from  the  door,  and  after  having 
faithfully  discharged  his  duties  all  winter,  was 
obliged  to  sue  his  employer  for  his  wages,  and  as 
good  as  lost  the  results  of  his  labor.  Spurred  on 
by  a  determination  to  better  his  condition  and  sup- 
port his  family  properly,  Capt.  Short  found  that 
he  could  chop  more  wood  than  many  experienced 
choppers  who  had  almost  double  his  physical 
strength,  and  so  continued  to  devote  his  attention 
to  this  work  for  some  time,  and  in  this  manner 
managed  to  pay  the  government  fees  on  his  land 
by  working  by  the  day.  He  finally  went  to  Clay 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  homesteaded  a  quarter 
section  of  land,  also  taking  up  a  timber  claim  of 
160  acres,  some  forty  acres  of  which  he  converted 
into  a  fine  forest,  this  being  the  third  timber  claim 
entered  in  the  Beatrice  Land  Office.  While  im- 
proving his  property,  he  completed  his  course  in 
law  and  was  admitted  to  the  Clay  County  bar,  and 
as  soon  as  his  circumstances  permitted,  which  was 
in  1876,  he  moved  his  family  to  Nuckolls  County 
and  opened  a  law  and  real  estate  office  in  Nelson. 
Being  one  of  the  earliest  homesteaders  of  Clay 
County  he  kept  trace  of  the  immigration,  and  was, 
and  still  is,  one  of  the  best  known  men  in  this  sec- 
tion of  the  State.  Capt.  Short  is  an  extensive 
land  owner  in    Nuckolls    and  adjoining   counties. 
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and  is  in  command  of  a  remiinerative  law  practice. 
He  organized  the  Alexander  Guards,  of  Nelson,  in 
1878,  and  held  the  commission  of  second  lieu- 
tenant until  made  first  lieutenant  of  Company  H 
of  the  First  Regiment,  and  for  three  years  past 
has  been  captain  of  the  same.  He  received  a 
special  appointment  by  the  Governor  of  Nebraska 
as  one  of  the  commissioners  to  write  the  military 
code  of  the-  State,  and  is  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  Administration  of  the  Department  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  for  the  State.  He  is  a  charter  member 
of  the  G.  A.  R.  of  Nelson,  and  is  also  a  member 
of  the  A.  O.  TJ.  W.  In  1866  he  was  married  in 
Ogle  County,  111. ,  to  Miss  Fannie  E.  Smelt,  his 
union  proving  a  very  haj)py  one,  and  he  and  wife 
have  a  family  of  seven  children.  Edward  (who 
has  just  attained  his  majority)  is  an  intelli- 
gent and  wide-awake  young  man.  He  is  soon  to 
graduate  from  the  public  schools  of  Nelson,  but 
before  commencing  his  final  literary  course  he  read 
law  under  his  father,  and  was  eminently  fitted  to 
be  admitted  to  the  bar.  The  remainder  of  the 
family  are  Henry  E.,  Mary  E.,  George  E.,  Car- 
roll W.,  Grace  and  Leslie.  Capt.  Short  is  an 
agreeable  companion,  is  warm-hearted  and  hon- 
orable to  a  degree,  and  the  other  many  worthy 
traits  in  his  character  make  him  always  pleasant  to 
meet  and  a  desirable  man  with  whom  to  do  busi- 
ness. He  is  of  a  philosophic  turn  of  mind,  is 
remarkable  for  the  clearness  of  his  demonstrations, 
for  his  capability  of  nice  distinctions  in  complex 
and  difiicult  questions,  and  for  the  breadth  of  his 
conceptions  on  questions  of  law.  His  fine  execu- 
tive ability  renders  him  capable  of  giving  valuable 
advice  on  almost  any  point  of  law  at  a  moment's 
notice,  and  as  a  counselor  he  has  few  equals.  He 
has  a  large  following  of  fi-iends  in  Nebraska,  and 
is  favorably  looked  upon  in  political  circles  as  a 
subject  of  future  political  preferments  in  this  part 
of  the  State. 

D.  W.  Smith,  one  of  the  pioneer  settlers  of 
Liberty  Precinct,  emigrated  to  Nuckolls  County  in 
April,  1872,  homesteaded  land  on  Section  8,  and 
here  he  has  since  resided.  He  was  born  in  Wayne 
County,  Ohio,  in  1844,  being  the  eldest  of  eight 
children  born  to  John  M.  and  Catherine  (Weiler) 


Smith,  natives  of  Ohio  and  Pennsylvania,  respective- 
ly. The  father  was  a  farmer,  and  moved  to  Madison 
Township,  Allen  County,  Ind.,  in  1852,  purchased 
forty  acres  of  land,  improved  it,  and  is  now  the 
owner  of  320  acres  all  well  cultivated.  Both  par- 
ents are  living  and  reside  on  this  homestead. 
Their  children  are  named  as  follows:  D.  W.,  Mary 
(at  home),  H.  W.  (married  and  resides  at  Baxter 
Springs,  Kas. ),  Cinderella  (now  Mrs.  Houck,  resid- 
ing in  Allen  County,  Ind.),  Rose  (now  Mrs.  Elijah 
Houck,  also  of  Allen  County,  Ind.),  J.  W.  (was 
married  in  Superior,  Neb.,  in  1876,  and  now  resides 
at  Monmouth  Springs,  Ark.),  Katie  (now  Mrs. 
Lenhart,  of  Allen  County,  Ind.)  and  Letitia  Ann 
(who  died  in  1853).  Grandfather  Philip  Smith 
was  an  early  pioneer  of  Wayne  County,  Ohio.  The 
Smith  family  were  among  the  first  to  cross  the 
Ohio  River  at  Steubenville,  Ohio,  and  some  mem- 
bers of  this  family  were  in  the  Indian  wars.  The 
Smiths  are  of  German  descent,  coming  to  the 
colonies  in  1761,  and  some  were  always  on  the 
frontier.  D.  W.  Smith  was  early  taught  the 
duties  of  farm  life,  attended  the  schools  of  Indiana, 
and  improved  the  education  thus  received  by  read- 
ing and  observation.  In  1862  he  enlisted  in  Com- 
pany H,  Eighty-ninth  Indiana  Infantry,  and  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Indianapolis  on  August  28, 
1862,  being  assigned  to  the  Sixteenth  Army  Corps. 
He  was  at  Fort  Pickering  for  thirteen  months  on 
garrison  duty,  then  went  to  Meridian,  thence  to 
Vicksburg,  and  then  on  the  Red  River  campaign. 
He  was  taken  sick  in  Louisiana,  was  sent  to  the  hos- 
pital at  Vicksburg,  and  after  remaining  there  for 
some  time  removed  to  Mound  City,  111.,  where  he 
remained  until  October,  1864.  He  then  started 
with  his  company  after  Gen.  Price,  was  taken  with 
the  small-pox  and  confined  in  the  hospital  at  Jef- 
ferson City,  Mo.  He  was  honorably  discharged  at 
St.  Louis  on  May  18,  1865,  and  returned  to  Indi- 
ana, where  he  engaged  in  farming.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  Lower  Chanceford,  Pa.,  on  March  11, 
1877,  to  Miss  Arabella  Stokes,  a  native  of  York 
Count}',  Pa.,  and  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Hannah  (Morton)  Stokes,  natives  also  of  the  Key- 
stone State.  The  father  died  in  1880  and  the 
mother  in  1889.      In  1872  Mr.  Smith  came  to  Ne- 
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braska,  improved  a  farm,  and  in  1876  purchased 
320  acres  of  partly  improved  land.  He  improved 
this,  set  out  trees,  and  now  has  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  township.  In  connection  with  his 
farming  interests  he  raises  considerable  stock.  Mr. 
Smith  is  active  in  politics  and  votes  with  the  Re- 
publican party.  He  is  now  a  great  temperance 
advocate.  He  was  one  of  the  first  justices  of  Sher- 
man Precinct,  and  was  the  one  who  circulated  the 
petition  for  forming  that"  precinct.  He  has  also 
been  justice  of  Liberty  Precinct,  has  been  a  mem- 
ber of  the  school  board,  and  takes  a  deep  interest 
in  educational  matters.  He  is  a  member  of  the 
G.  A.  R.  Post  in  Indiana.  He  and  Mrs.  Smith 
are  members  of  the  United  Brethren  Church,  and 
Mr.  Smith  has  been  very  active  in  organizing  Sab- 
bath-schools. He  has  been  a  delegate  to  the  State 
and  county  conventions,  and  is  active  in  all  good 
work.  To  his  marriage  have  been  born  seven  chil- 
dren; John  P.,  H.  W.  and  Katie  Bell  (twins,  the 
first  children  born  in  Sherman  Precinct  on  Novem- 
ber 19,  1872),  James  W.,  Centennial  and  Mabel 
(twins,  born  in  1876  and  died  the  same  year)  and 
Minnie.  For  a  number  of  years  after  coming  to 
this  coiinty,  Mr.  Smith  followed  well-boring,  and 
was  known  far  and  near  as  "The  Old  Reliable." 
He  passed  through  the  grasshopper  scourges  and 
was  in  the  great  Easter  storm. 

Lewis  S.  Smith,  merchant,  Superior,  Neb. 
This  prominent  business  man  was  born  in  Dela- 
ware, Ohio,  October  16,  1847,  and  is  the  son  of 
Hiram  and  Lena  (Arnold)  Smith,  both  also  natives 
of  Delaware,  Ohio,  the  former  born  on  February 
4,  1816,  and  the  latter  in  February,  1818.  Hiram 
Smith  was  the  son  of  Josiah  M.  and  Philena  (Welch) 
Smith,  natives  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass.,  who 
settled  in  Delaware  County,  Ohio,  at  an  early  day, 
when  Indians  were  numerous ;  and  Josiah  M.  served 
in  the  War  of  1812  on  Gen.  Harrison's  staff.  The 
parents  of  our  subject  were  married  on  February 
6,  1840,  and  had  five  children,  as  follows:  Josiah 
M. ,  Henrietta  M. ,  Charles  A. ,  Lewis  S.  and  Hiram 
P.  Of  these  Charles  A.  and  Hiram  P.  are  de- 
ceased, the  former  dying  while  serving  in  the 
Union  army.  The  parents  of  these  children  are 
both  living,  their  present  home  being  in  Superior, 


Neb. ,  where  they  settled  in  November,  1888.  When 
Lewis  S.  Smith  was  four  years  old  his  parents  re- 
moved to  Preeport,  111.,  and  in  1856  they  moved 
to  Clinton,  of  the  same  State,  where  he  was  reared 
to  manhood,  and  where  his  father  was  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil  and  merchandising.  His  early  edu- 
cation was  obtained  in  the  public  schools  of  Clin- 
ton, and  in  1864  he  entered  the  Illinois  Wesleyan 
University  of  Bloomington,  where  he  attended  one 
year,  giving  up  his  studies  at  that  time  on  accouht 
of  ill  health.  In  December,  1865,  he  entered 
Eastman's  Business  College  of  Chicago,  which  he 
attended  three  months,  but  from  which  he  was  not 
permitted  to  graduate  on  account  of  his  health. 
Returning  to  Clinton,  111.,  he  entered  the  employ 
of  the  American  Express  Company  at  that  place, 
and  thus  continued  for  two  and  a  half  years.  For 
a  few  years  following  this  he  was  engaged  at  farm- 
ing, after  which  he  embarked  in  the  hardware  busi- 
ness at  Clinton,  and  this  continued  for  one  year. 
For  a  period  of  twelve  years  following  this  he  was 
occupied  with  farming  and  stock-raising.  On  No- 
vember 28,  1867,  he  was  married  to  Miss  Catherine 
M.  Hollenbeck,  of  Freeport,  111.,  where  her  birth 
occurred  in  October,  1846,  and  the  daughter  of 
William  H.  and  Harriet  (Stevens)  Hollenbeck,  who 
were  the  first  white  settlers  in  Macon  County,  111. 
In  1882  Mr.  Smith  emigrated  to  Nebraska,  locating 
fir.st  at  Waterloo,  where  he  engaged  in  merchan- 
dising, and  in  May,  1886,  removed  to  Superior, 
where  he  has  continued  in  that  business  ever  since, 
and  is  one  of  the  leading  merchants.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Smith  have  had  three  children:  Minnette  M. ,  Lil- 
lian E.  and  Hiram  AV.,  all  of  whom  are  living. 
Mr.  Smith  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O.  O.  F.  and  the 
M.  W.  A.,  and  in  politics  he  affiliates  with  the 
Republican  party.  He  and  Mrs.  Smith  are  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Edward  J.  Smith,  merchant,  Superior,  Neb. 
Mr.  Smith,  a  leading  merchant  and  business  man 
of  Superior,  owes  his  nativity  to  New  York  City, 
where  his  birth  occurred  on  October  15,  1852. 
When  he  was  quite  small  he  moved  to  Johnson 
County,  Iowa,  was  trained  to  the  arduous  duties  of 
the  farm,  and  after  starting  out  for  himself  con- 
tinued to  follow  agriciiltural  piu-suits    for  several 
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years.  In  1884  he  became  engaged  as  a  clerk  in  a 
clothing  store  in  Audubon,  Iowa,  and  he  continued 
in  that  capacity  in  the  sumo  store  two  years.  In 
August,  1886,  he  came  to  Superior  with  Mr.  J.  A. 
Miller,  and  on  reaching  this  place  he  and  Mr. 
Miller  established  a  large  clothing  and  gents'  fur- 
nishing store,  which  they  have  conducted  with 
good  success  ever  since.  They  are  live  business 
men,  and  by  their  agreeable  and  pleasing  manners 
have  built  up  a  thriving  trade.  Mr.  Smith  is  a 
member  of  the  Masonic  fraternity,  the  K.  of  P. , 
and  in  his  political  views  affiliates  with  the  Repub- 
lican party.  He  is  an  enterprising  young  business 
man,  and  a  iirst-class  citizen. 

Matthias  Spohn  is  a  worthy  agriculturist  of 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  and  enjoys  to  an  unlimited 
extent  the  confidence  and  respect  of  all  who  know 
him.  He  has  been  a  resident  of  the  county  since 
1876,  at  which  time  he  came  from  Cass  Coiinty, 
where  he  had  been  engaged  in  the  milling  business, 
located  in  Nuckolls  County,  where  he  now  resides, 
purchased  land  and  made  a  good  farm,  being  one  of 
the  very  first  to  locate  on  Lost  Creek.  He  owns  a 
very  valuable  farm  located  half  a  mile  from  Superior, 
comprising  160  acres  of  rich  bottomland,  which  is 
well  improved  with  a  good  house,  barns,  sheds, 
wind-pump,  etc.  Mr.  Spohn  owes  his  nativity  to 
Baden,  Germany,  where  he  was  born  November  2, 
1825,  being  the  son  of  Matthias  and  Magdalena 
(Winters)  Spohn,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Ger- 
many, and  emigrated  to  America  in  1843,  locating 
in  Pike  County,  Ohio,  where  they  made  their  home 
until  1859.  Mrs.  Spohn  died  in  Ohio,  and  subse- 
quently Mr.  Spohn,  Sr.,  moved  to  Nebraska,  and 
located  in  Cass  County,  where  he  died  in  1880. 
Matthias  Spohn  received  his  education  in  Germany, 
coming  with  his  parents  to  America  in  his  seven- 
teenth year,  and  grew  to  mature  years  in  Ohio. 
After  attaining  manhood  Mr.  Spohn  worked  at  his 
trade  (carpentry),  and  in  1857  came  to  Nebraska, 
located  in  Cass  County,  and  engaged  in  milling 
and  farming.  He  was  married  in  Jackson  County, 
Ohio,  June  30,  1859,  to  Miss  Teressa  Nipp,  born 
in  Hanover,  Germany,  October  8,  1832,  a  daugh- 
ter of  Joseph  Nipp.  Her  father  emigrated  to  this 
country  and  settled  in  Ohio  in  1834,   and   there 


Mrs.  Spohn  grew  to  womanhood  and  obtained  her 
education.  This  marriage  has  resulted  in  the  birth 
of  three  children — two  sons  and  one  daughter,  viz. : 
George  J.,  Mary  L.  and  William  C,  all  of  whom 
were  born  and  reared  to  mature  years  in  Nebraska. 
Mr.  Spohn  is  a  Master  Mason. 

George  J.  Spohn  is  the  son  of  Matthias  Spohn, 
whose  sketch  immediately  precedes  this,  and  is  a 
worthy  son  of  an  upright  father.  He  is  a  native 
Nebraskian,  being  born  in  Cass  County  October 
27,  1860,  where  he  passed  his  boyhood  and  early 
youth,  coming  with  his  parents  to  Nuckolls  County 
in  his  fifteenth  year.  He  received  a  good  com- 
mon-school education  in  his  native  county,  supple- 
mented by  a  course  in  the  Naomi  Academy,  and 
upon  coming  to  Nuckolls  County  he  engaged  in 
teaching  school  and  continued  very  successfully  in 
that  occupation  for  a  number  of  years.  Upon 
leaving  this  profession  he  accepted  the  office  of 
postmaster  of  Superior,  to  which  he  was  appointed 
in  July,  1885.  He  discharged  the  tluties  incum- 
bent upon  this  office  very  efficiently  until  February, 
1890,  when  he  was  relieved  for  political  reasons. 
He  is  a  stanch  Democrat  and  has  ever  supported 
the  men  and  measures  of  that  party,  and  belongs 
to  the  Masonic  fraternity.  He  is  a  young  man  of 
superior  intelligence  and  excellent  principles,  and 
has  already  made  a  name  for  himself  in  the  com- 
munity in  which  he  resides. 

J.  S.  Stanley,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Nora, 
Neb.  Mr.  Stanley  in  starting  out  in  life  for  him- 
self chose  as  his  calling  the  pursuit  of  farming,  and 
to  this  end  he  has  since  put  forth  all  his  energies,  and 
not  without  substantial  results.  His  present  farm 
in  Nora  Precinct  consists  of  160  acres  of  valuable 
land,  which  he  cultivates  in  a  manner  that  could 
not  fail  of  bringing  favorable  returns.  He  was 
born  in  Indiana  County,  Pa.,  in  1847,  assisted 
his  father  on  the  home  farm,  and  received  his  edu- 
cation in  the  common  schools.  In  1864  he  enlist- 
ed at  Greensburg,  Pa.,  in  Company  D,  Eleventh 
Pennsylvania  Reserves,  and  was  mustered  into  serv- 
ice at  the  above-mentioned  place.  He  was  in  the 
battles  of  the  Wilderness,  Spottsylvania,  Culpep- 
per, Laurel  Hill  and  Seneca  Church.  He  received 
two  gunshot  wounds,  one  in  the  arm  and  the  other 
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in  the  side,  and  was  confined  at  the  county  hos- 
pital at  Alexandria,  Va.  He  was  honorably  dis- 
charged at  Washington,  D.  C. ,  in  November,  1S65, 
and  was  a  spectator  of  the  Grand  Eeview.  After 
cessation  of  hostilities  he  returned  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, and  again  entered  school.  He  came  to  Nuck- 
olls County,  Neb.,  a  young  man,  and  here  in  1874 
his  marriage  with  Miss  Susan  Harris  was  con- 
summated. She  was  born  in  Buckinghamshire, 
England,  and  is  the  daughter  of  William  and 
Mary  (Smith)  Harris.  The  father  died  in  England, 
and  the  mother  came  to  the  United  States  in  1869, 
settled  in  Wisconsin,  but  in  1870  came  to  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.,  where  her  death  occurred  in  1888. 
Mr.  Stanley  lost  his  wife  in  1887.  By  her  he  be- 
came the  father  of  six  children:  Fred,  Burt,  Frank, 
Clarence,  William  and  Walter.  Mr.  Stanley's 
second  marriage  occurred  in  December,  1888,  to 
Miss  Flora  Henton,  a  native  of  Michigan,  and  the 
daughter  of  Harry  and  Mary  (Wakefield)  Henton, 
natives  of  England,  who  came  to  the  United  States 
and  settled  in  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  There  the 
mother  now  resides,  but  the  father  died  there  in 
1889.  To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Stanley  was  born  one 
child,  Leona.  Mr.  Stanley  has  improved  three 
farms  in  this  county,  and  at  present  owns  160 
acres  of  as  good  land  as  is  to  be  found  in  the  vicin- 
ity. He  votes  with  the  Republican  party,  and  has 
been  assessor  of  Nora  Precinct  for  the  past  six  or 
eight  years.  He  has  been  a  delegate  to  conven- 
tions. He  is  a  member  of  the  George  H.  Thomas 
Post,  G.  A.  E.,  at  Nelson,  and  is  a  member  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance.  He  has  always  taken  a  deep 
interest  in  the  development  of  the  country,  and 
has  aided  as  much  perhaps  as  any  one  man  in  its 
growth  and  prosperity.  Mr.  Stanley  was  the  sec- 
ond of  six  children  born  to  J.  T.  and  Jane  (Shields) 
Stanley,  natives  of  Pennsylvania.  The  father  was 
a  blacksmith  by  trade  and  also  followed  agricul- 
tural pursuits.  His  death  occurred  in  Pennsylvania 
in  March,  1887.  The  mother  now  resides  in  the 
Keystone  State. 

Joseph  M.  Stanley,  farmer  and  stock  raiser, 
Nuckolls  County.  Mr.  Stanley  owes  his  nativity 
to  the  "Hoosier  State,"  where  he  was  born  (in 
Porter  County)  on  December  4,  1849.    His  father. 


Solomon  Stanley,  was  born  in  Kentucky,  but  moved 
with  his  parents  to  Indiana  when  he  was  a  lad  of 
fifteen,  first  settling  in  Montgomery  County,  and 
later  in  Porter  County,  where  he  met  and  af- 
terward married  Miss  Martlia  J.  Witham,  a  native 
of  Porter  County,  and  the  daughter  of  Milton  With- 
am and  wife,  who  were  among  the  early  settlers  of 
that  county,  coming  originally  from  Maryland.  Sol- 
omon Stanley  farmed  in  Porter  County  for  a  num- 
ber of  years,  and  there  reared  his  family.  About 
1858  he  moved  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Grundy 
County,  remaining  there  about  eight  years,  when 
he  sold  out  and  went  to  Indiana  and  lived  there 
until  the  spring  of  1875,  then  locating  in  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.  Here  he  took  up  raw  prairie  land 
and  made  a  good  farm,  which  he  afterward  rented 
and  moved  to  Edgar,  Clay  County,  Neb.,  purchased 
town  property  and  resided  there  until,  in  January, 
1878,  he  passed  from  this  life,  his  widow  surviving 
until  June,  1888,  when  she  too  passed  away.  They 
reared  a  family  of  nine  children — six  daughters  and 
three  sons — to  mature  years,  our  subject  being  the 
eldest  son,  and  the  fourth  in  order  of  birth.  Seven 
children  are  still  living,  five  in  Nebraska,  one 
brother,  William  A.,  residing  in  Nevada  County, 
Ark.,  and  one  sister  in  Illinois.  Joseph  M.  Stan- 
ley resided  in  Missouri  until  1874,  then  came 
to  Nebraska  and  rented  a  farm  in  Nuckolls  County, 
on  which  he  made  two  crops,  then  purchased  a 
claim  and  took  a  homestead,  on  which  he  resided 
for  about  two  years,  when  he  sold  his  land  and 
purchased  his  present  property.  This  was  in  the 
fall  of  1878,  and  the  same  fall  he  took  possession  and 
immediately  commenced  improvements.  He  has 
since  purchased  more  land,  and  now  owns  240 
acres,  all  bottom  lands,  on  the  Eepublican  River, 
located  nearly  opposite  the  village  of  Bostwick, 
and  it  is  a  very  desirable  place.  He  has  125  acres 
of  this  land  under  cultivation,  a  good  substantial 
residence,  out-buildings,  etc. ,  a  young  orchard,  all 
indicating  the  energy  and  thrift  of  the  owner.  Mr. 
Stanley  makes  a  business  of  feeding  and  selling  a 
bunch  of  steers  and  hogs  each  year,  which  bring 
in  no  inconsiderable  returns.  Mr.  Stanley  is  a 
stanch  Republican,  and  always  supports  the  men 
and  measures  of  that  party.      He  has  served  as  as- 
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sessor  and  ia  many  other  local  capacities,  and  is 
now  oae  of  the  board  of  commissioners  of  Nuckolls 
County,  to  which  office  he  was  elected  in  the  fall  of 
1889  for  a  term  of  three  years.  Mr.  Stanley  was 
married  in  Edgar,  Clay  County,  Neb. ,  January  12, 
1879,  to  Miss  Martha  J.  Stokes,  a  native  of  Ten- 
nessee, but  reared  and  educated  in  Missouri.  She 
was  a  daughter  of  Samuel  Stokes.  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Stanley  are  the  parents  of  four  children:  John 
Franklin,  Ethel,  Minnie,  and  Joseph,  a  bright  lit- 
tle fellow  of  three  summers.  They  are  both  mem- 
bers of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  Mr. 
Stanley  belongs  to  the  Masonic  fraternity. 

E.  M.  Stevenson.  The  agricultural  affairs  of 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  are  ably  represented  by 
the  subject  of  this  sketch,  who  has  been  success- 
fully engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  here  since  1884. 
His  native  birthplace  is  Adams  County,  Ohio, 
where  he  was  born  in  1838,  being  a  son  of  Mathew 
E.  and  Suzanna  (Glasgow)  Stevenson,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  in  the  "Emerald  Isle,"  and 
came  to  America  at  the  age  of  fourteen  years. 
He  made  agriculture  his  chief  calling  through 
life,  and  this  occupation  first  received  his  atten- 
tion in  Ohio,  but  later  in  Illinois.  He  was  mar- 
ried in  the  former  State,  and  there  made  his  home 
until  after  his  wife's  death,  which  occurred  in 
1845,  her  birthplace  being  South  Carolina.  R. 
M.  Stevenson  spent  the  greater  part  of  his  youth 
in  Warren  County,  111.,  assisting  his  father  on  the 
farm,  and  there  acquired  a  fair  English  education, 
receiving  the  benefit  of  the  common  schools  near 
his  home.  Upon  the  opening  of  the  Rebellion  he 
was  a  stanch  Union  man,  and  in  1862  showed  his 
disapproval  of  secession  and  slavery  by  joining  Com- 
pany B,  Eighty-third  Illinois  Infantry,  serving  his 
country  faithfully  and  well  until  the  final  surren- 
der. His  regiment  was  stationed  at  Fort  Donel- 
Bon  the  most  of  this  period,  and  garrison  duty  and 
guerrilla  warfare  occupied  the  time  quite  fully. 
Upon  receiving  his  discharge  he  returned  to  Illi- 
nois, but  soon  after  went  to  Washington  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  married  and  followed  farm- 
ing for  six  years.  He  then  embarked  in  business 
in  the  town  of  Washington,  and  for  ten  years 
was    joint    proprietor    of    a    grocery     establish- 


ment. Failing  health  of  himself  and  wife  com- 
pelled his  removal  to  Nebraska  in  1884.  He  im- 
mediately piu-chased  his  present  farm  of  160  acres 
in  the  beautiful  valley  of  the  Eepublican,  two  and 
one-half  miles  west  from  Superior,  and  by  a 
liberal  use  of  brain  and  brawn  now  has  it  well  im- 
proved. His  marriage  to  Miss  Jemima  Ferguson, 
a  native  of  Penn.sylvania,  took  place  April  16. 
1868,  and  to  them  seven  children  have  been  born, 
four  of  whom  are  living:  Charlie  C,  John  A.,  Wal- 
ter M  and  George  J.  Mr.  Stevenson  and  his  wife 
are  devout  and  consistent  members  of  the  Eeformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  and  Eepublican  in  their  po- 
litical views. 

Michael  S.  Stine,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Su- 
perior, Neb.  In  Monroe  County,  Ohio,  in  1848, 
there  was  born  to  Henry  and  Eachel  ^Straul)  Stine 
a  son,  who  is  now  taken  as  the  subject  of  this 
sketch.  His  parents  were  natives  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, but  emigrated  to  Ohio  at  an  early  day,  and 
there  reared  their  family.  The  father  died  in 
1866.  He  was  a  farmer,  and  early  trained  his  son 
(our  subject)  in  the  details  of  farm  life.  The  latter 
received  a  fair  education  in  the  common  schools, 
and  when  nineteen  years  of  age  he  went  to  Spring- 
field, Mo.,  where  he  made  his  home  most  of  the 
time  until  1881.  He  then  came  to  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.,  where  he  has  since  resided.  Pre- 
vious to  this,  however,  he  returned  to  Ohio,  in 
which  State  he  was  married,  in  1875,  to  Miss  Lot- 
tie Grisell,  daughter  of  Edward  L.  and  Emily 
(Gray)  Grisell  [see  sketch  elsewhere  in  this  work]. 
Mr.  Stine  now  resides  two  miles  east  of  Superior, 
is  the  owner  of  eighty  acres  of  improved  land,  has 
good,  substantial  buildings,  and  makes  hog-raising 
a  specialty.  He  is  one  of  the  prominent  farmers 
of  the  county,  and  with  his  progressive  ideas  and 
thoroughness  in  all  things  will  make  a  success  of 
whatever  he  undertakes.  He  and  Mrs.  Stine  are 
members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
are  active  in  religious  matters.  He  is  a  member  of 
the  Farmers'  Alliance  of  Garfield  Township,  and 
in  his  political  views  affiliates  with  the  Eepublican 
party. 

Nelson  H.  Stoner  is  a  rising  citizen  of  Nuck- 
olls  County,    and    although    still    a    young   man, 
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he  has  already  won  for  himself  a  reputation  in  ag- 
ricultural circles  that  may  well  be  envied.  He 
was  born  in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  October  5, 
1863,  being  the  ninth  in  order  of  birth  of  fourteen 
children — seven  sons  and  seven  daughters — all  of 
whom  grew  to  mature  years,  born  to  John  and 
Ellen  (Martin)  Stoner,  the  former  of  whom  was 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  moved  to  Atchison 
County,  Mo. ,  while  a  young  man,  being  among  the 
pioneers  of  that  part  of  Missouri,  and  the  latter  a 
native  of  Ohio,  but  mostly  reared  in  Missouri. 
Mrs.  Stoner  died  July  13,  1885,  but  her  husband 
still  survives,  and  is  living  on  the  old  home  place. 
Nelson  H.  Stoner  grew  to  manhood  in  Atchison 
County  and  received  a  good  common-school  educa- 
tion, supplemented  by  a  collegiate  course.  In  1883 
he  went  to  California,  and  spent  about  three  years 
on  a  stock  ranch  in  that  State,  returning  to  Missouri 
in  the  spring  of  1886.  He  farmed  in  Missouri 
during  the  summer  of  that  year,  and  in  the  fall 
came  to  Nebraska,  pui'chasing  his  place  in  Nuck- 
olls County,  and  immediately  engaged  in  farming 
and  stock-raising,  in  which  he  has  continued  very 
successfully  ever  since;  in  connection  therewith 
he  has  been  dealing  in  grain  since  the  fall  of  1889. 
Mr.  Stoner  is  a  .stanch  Republican  in  politics,  and 
was  elected  to  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  in 
the  fall  of  1889,  and  appointed  enumerator  of  this 
township  for  1890.  He  had  the  great  misfortune 
to  lose  his  wife  in  December,  1888,  whom  he  had 
married  in  Atchison  County,  Mo.,  June  7,  1886. 
Her  maiden  name  was  Miss  Nancy  J.  Thompson, 
and  she  was  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Ten- 
nessee. Her  death  left  one  little  daughter  moth- 
erless— Vera — now  a  bright  little  miss  of  three 
years. 

George  W.  Stubbs,  attorney,  Superior,  Neb. 
This  rising  young  attorney  owes  his  nativity  to 
Livingston  County,  Mo.,  where  his  birth  occurred 
on  the  10th  of  April,  1867,  and  is  the  son  of 
George  B.  and  E valine  S.  (Hale)  Stubbs,  the 
former  a  native  of  Shelby  County,  Ind.,  born  on 
the  7th  of  March,  1840,  and  the  latter  a  native  of 
Henry  County,  Iowa,  born  about  1842.  Both 
parents  are  still  living,  their  home  being  in  Chilli- 
cothe.    Mo.       The   paternal    grandparents  of  our 


subject  were  Elias  and  Elizabeth  (Updegraph) 
Stubbs,  and  the  Updegraph  family,  of  which  the 
latter  was  a  member,  trace  their  ancestry  back  to 
three  brothers,  whose  names  were  Isaac,  Abraham 
and  Jacob,  who  came  to  America  with  William 
Penn,  settling  in  Pennsylvania.  The  Stubbs  fam- 
ily are  of  German  extraction.  The  maternal 
grandparents  of  our  subject,  Hugh  and  Elizabeth 
(Mathews)  Hale,  were  both  natives  of  Ohio,  and 
the  Hales  were  of  English  descent.  Sir  William 
Hale  being  of  the  same  family.  George  W.  Stubbs, 
the  third  in  a  family  of  seven  children,  six  of  whom 
are  sons  and  all  of  whom  are  living,  spent  his  boy- 
hood days  in  his  native  town  of  Chillicothe,  Mo., 
graduated  from  the  high  school  at  that  place  on 
May  1,  1884,  and  subsequently  pursued  his  scien- 
tific and  literary  studies  under  a  private  tutor,  re- 
ceiving a  tirst-class  education.  Shortly  after  grad- 
uating, he  accepted  a  position  as  book-keeper  for 
the  Atchison,  Topeka  &  Santa  Fe  Railroad,  and 
continiied  in  that  capacity  one  year.  In  the  mean 
time  he  had  entered  upon  the  study  of  law  and  on 
January  1,  1887,  he  entered  the  law  office  of  L.  A. 
Chapman,  of  Chillicothe,  Mo. ,  remaining  with  him 
engaged  in  the  study  and  practice  of  law  until 
August,  1888.  He  was  admitted  to  the  bar  in 
September,  1887,  and  in  September  of  the  follow- 
ing year  he  came  to  Superior,  where  he  has  act- 
ively and  successfully  practiced  his  profession  ever 
since.  He  has  built  up  a  reputation  as  an  al)le 
lawyer,  and  ranks  as  one  of  the  most  brilliant 
members  of  the  Nuckolls  County  bar.  While  his 
practice  is  general  in  its  character,  he  pays  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  criminal  branch  of  the  law,  and 
to  corporation  practice.  He  is  attorney  for  the 
Missouri  Pacific  Railroad,  the  First  National  Bank, 
and  a  number  of  other  corporations.  He  is  a 
member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
politically  is  a  stanch  member  of  the  Republican 
party. 

Roderick  D.  Sutherland  is  a  painstaking  and 
successful  lawyer  of  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  but 
was  born  in  Jones  County,  Iowa,  in  1862.  He  re- 
ceived the  rudiments  of  a  good  education  in  Col- 
lege Spring  College,  Iowa,  and  for  some  years  de- 
voted   his   time    and  energies  to  teaching  in  the 
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public  schools  of  that  State  and  Nebraska.  He 
finally  commenced  the  study  of  law  under  D.  W. 
Barker,  an  able  and  prominent  attorney  of  Nelson, 
and  in  1888  was  admitted  to  the  bar  at  this  place. 
Having  thus  accomplished  one  of  his  greatest  am- 
bitions in  life,  he  associated  himself  with  J.  M. 
Campbell  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and 
has  already  become  well  known  throughout  Nuck- 
olls County.  Mr.  Sutherland  is  a  young  man  of 
exceptionally  fine  constitution,  weighing  close  upon 
200  pounds,  and  his  power  of  endurance  in  the 
way  of  study,  and  all  the  sedentary  employments 
placed  on  the  shoulders  of  an  attorney,  are  so  great 
that  it  is  little  wonder  that  in  a  few  years  he  has 
accomplished,  in  the  way  of  law,  what  it  usually 
takes  a  lifetime  to  do.  He  is  implicitly  trusted  by 
all  who  know  him,  and  he  was  never  known  to 
permit  a  suit  to  go  to  court  when  it  could  be  pos- 
sibly settled  by  arbitration.  Mr.  Sutherland  is 
charitable  to  his  opponents  and  enemies,  and  be- 
lieves in  winning  a  case  only  by  fair  and  honest 
means.  In  all  things  he  is  liberal,  especially  in 
religion  and  politics,  and  as  a  citizen,  is  looked 
upon  with  respect  and  esteem.  His  marriage  to 
Miss  Anna  Larauiore  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of 
two  children:  Gracie  and  Goldie.  Mr.  Suther- 
land is  a  son  of  Robert  and  Isabella  (Sutheiland) 
Sutherland,  who  were  distantly  related. 

Victor  E.  Taylor,  postmaster,  Superior,  Neb. 
Mr.  Taylor's  father,  James  G.  Taylor,  was  l)orn 
on  the  Island  of  Guernsey,  in  the  English  Chan- 
nel, in  about  1820,  and  was  married  in  London, 
England,  in  1841,  to  Miss  Mary  A.  Judd,  a  native 
of  Liverpool,  England,  born  about  1821.  Immedi- 
ately afterward  they  emigrated  to  America,  located 
at  Troy,  N.  Y.,  and  there  their  seven  children  were 
born,  Victor  E.  being  the  fifth  in  order  of  birth, 
and  five  of  whom  are  now  living.  When  the  sub- 
ject of  this  sketch,  whose  birth  occurred  in  West 
Troy  on  October  10,  1860,  was  four  years  of  age, 
his  parents  removed  from  West  Troy,  N.  Y.,  to 
North  Adams,  Mass. ,  and  there  he  spent  his  boy- 
hood days.  He  finished  a  coarse  in  the  Drury 
Academy  of  that  place  at  the  age  of  sixteen  years, 
after  which  he  came  west  and  entered  the  Western 
Union  Telegraph  oflice  at  Omaha,  where  he  passed 


nearly  a  year  learning  telegraphy.  He  then  spent 
nearly  three  years  on  a  cattle  ranch  which  his  father 
owned,  in  Seward  County,  Neb.,  and  afterward  he 
entered  the  employ  of  the  Chicago,  Burlington  & 
Qaincy  Railroad,  and  for  nearly  three  years  had 
charge  of  the  fuel  and  engine  supplies  at  Aurora, 
111.  He  subsequently  spent  a  year  and  a  half  on 
the  ranch  again,  after  which,  in  April,  1886,  he 
came  to  Superior,  Neb.  Here,  for  thirteen  months, 
he  was  employed  as  check  clerk  in  the  office  of  the 
Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad,  after  which 
he  entered  the  employ  of  the  Wells,  Fargo  Express 
Company  as  express  messenger,  and  held  that  po- 
sition about  two  years,  or  until  January  1,  1890. 
In  February  of  that  year  he  was  appointed  post- 
master at  Sujjerior,  and  he  is  now  discharging  the 
duties  of  that  office  in  an  admirable  manner.  Mr. 
Taylor  was  married  oil  November  5,  1885,  to  Miss 
Ella  J.  Rathbun,  a  native  of  Hillsdale,  Neb.,  and 
the  daughter  of  Thomas  and  Harriet  Rathbun,  of 
Seward  County,  Neb.  Mr.  Taylor  and  wife  have 
three  children:  Rachel  E.,  James  G.  and  Albert 
L.,  all  living.  Politically  he  is  a  Republican,  and 
takes  an  active  part  in  the  local  politics,  promot- 
ing the  welfare  of  his  party  whenever  an  oppor- 
tunity is  presented.  He  has  a  large  circle  of  friends, 
among  whom  he  is  very  popular. 

J.  B.  Threlkeld  has  been  engaged  in  the  livery 
business  in  Nelson,  Neb.,  since  July.  1886,  and 
constantly  keeps  on  hand  a  large  niimber  of  horses 
and  carriages  ready  for  use.  He  received  a  good 
common-school  education  in  Mahaska  County, 
Iowa,  where  he  was  born  in  1857,  and  there  he 
was  reared  to  manhood  on  a  farm  and  was  mar- 
ried. The  last-named  event  was  to  Miss  Maggie 
E.  Wing,  she  having  also  been  born  in  Mahaska 
County  in  1857.  In  the  fall  of  1882  they  left 
their  native  State  to  take  up  their  abode  in  Ne- 
braska, and  until  February  28  were  residents  of 
Superior.  Besides  his  farm  of  eighty  acres  in 
Nebraska,  he  also  had  one  of  the  same  size  in  Kan- 
sas, and  thither  he  and  his  wife  wended  their  way 
at  the  above-mentioned  date,  their  farm  in  Jewell 
County  being  their  home  for  two  years.  Mr, 
Threlkeld  then  opened  a  livery  stable  in  Superior, 
being  in  partnership  with  difi^erent  men  until  July, 
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1886,  when  be  moved  his  stock  to  Nelson,  Neb., 
where  he  has  since  been  in  business  alone.  He  is 
well  fixed,  financially,  and  besides  the  property  he 
owns  at  this  point,  he  is  also  a  considerable  real 
estate  holder  at  Superior.  Mr.  Threlkeld  is  a 
popular  gentleman,  is  not  in  the  least  jealous  of 
rivals  in  business,  "live  and  let  live"  being  his 
motto,  and  is  doing  a  paying  and  constantly  in- 
creasing business.  He  is  a  K.  P.,  a  member  of 
the  A.  O.  U.  W.,  being  one  of  the  Uniform  Rank 
in  the  former  organization.  He  and  wife  have  two 
interesting  children:  Lurah  B.  and  Elsie  May. 
Mr.  Threlkeld  is  a  son  of  Merritt  and  Nancy  (Cox) 
Threlkeld,  both  of  whom  were  born  in  Indiana,  the 
former  a  farmer  by  occupation.  He  is  now  resid- 
ing in  Iowa  on  the  farm  which  his  father  home 
steaded  on  first  moving  to  that  State,  forty-two 
years  since.  He  and  wife  have  five  children  liv- 
ing.     His  father  resides  in  Indiana. 

William  Penn  Trent,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Edgar,  Neb.  Not  without  justice  Mr.  Trent  is 
conceded  to  hold  an  enviable  position  among  the 
prominent  and  successful  citizens  of  Nuckolls 
County.  He  was  originally  from  the  Blue  Grass 
State,  where  his  birth  occurred  on  April  2,  1841, 
and  to  his  parents  were  born  the  following  chil- 
dren: Henry  (is  a  merchant  of  Illinois,  and  lost 
the  use  of  one  leg  while  in  the  army);  Nancy  (de- 
ceased), Euphemia  (married  Reuben  Hollister,  a 
farmer  by  pursuit,  and  is  now  residing  in  Illinois), 
Simon  (resides  in  Illinois,  engaged  in  farming,  and 
served  three  years  in  the  arm}-;  he  married  Miss 
Marshall),  Robert  (also  married  and  is  engaged  in 
tilling  the  soil  in  Missouri)  and  Phoebe  (who  mar- 
ried Mr.  Moore,  a  pump  manufacturer,  and  resides 
in  Moline,  111.).  The  parents  of  these  children 
were  natives  of  Kentucky,  and  died  and  were 
buried  in  that  State.  William  Penn  Trent  re- 
ceived his  education  in  the  common  schools,  and 
was  early  taught  the  duties  of  farm  life.  He  was 
married  to  Miss  Addie  Wilcox,  a  native  of  Illinois, 
born  June  3,  184G,  and  this  union  has  been  blessed 
by  the  birth  of  four  children:  Anna  (married  E. 
E.  Schatzley,  of  German  descent,  and  now  resides 
in  Nebraska),  Euphemia  (is  well  educated  and 
ir  home  with   her  parents),  William  and 


Mabel  (are  at  home  attending  school).  On  June  6, 
1861,  Mr.  Trent  enlisted  in  the  Fourteenth  Illi- 
nois Infantry,  Company  E,  Fourth  Division,  Seven- 
teenth Corps,  Second  Brigade,  and  was  mustered 
into  service  at  Jacksonville.  He  was  assigned  to 
the  Army  of  the  Tennessee,  under  Col.  John  M. 
Palmer,  and  was  engaged  in  the  following  battles: 
Pittsburgh  Landing  or  Shiloh,  Hatchie  River, 
siege  of  Vicksbarg,  second  battle  of  Jackson, 
Natchez  and  Meridian.  He  then  went  home  on  a 
furlough  and  later  met  the  main  army  at  Kenesaw 
Mountain,  and  150  of  the  regiment  fortified.  The 
Confederate  general  at  Big  Shanty  captured  all 
but  thirty-six  of  two  regiments,  and  Mr.  Trent 
happened  to  be  among  the  thirty  six  who  were  not 
taken.  Then  there  was  continual  fighting  from 
Atlanta  to  Raleigh,  N.  C.  Mr.  Trent  then  at- 
tended the  Grand  Review  at  Washington,  D.  C, 
and  went  from  there  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  thence 
to  Fort  Leavenworth,  Kas. ,  Fort  Kearney,  Neb., 
and  finally  to  Leavenworth  again,  where  the  com- 
pany and  regiment  were  mustered  out  of  service 
on  September  28,  1865.  Mr.  Trent  then  went 
home,  and  in  1871  emigrated  direct  to  Sherman 
Precinct,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  where  he  en- 
tered 160  acres  by  soldier's  homestead.  There 
were  no  improvements  at  all  when  he  first 
came  here,  and  the  good  buildings,  etc.,  on  his 
farm  are  the  work  of  his  own  hands.  He  has  al- 
ways adhered  to  the  Republican  party,  and  cast 
his  first  presidential  vote  for  Gen.  U.  S.  Grant. 
He  served  as  treasurer  of  his  school  district  for 
eight  years,  and  has  always  taken  a  decided  stand 
for  good  schools.  He  is  a  member  of  the  G.  A. 
R.,  Edgar  Post  No.  16,  which  is  in  quite  a  fiour- 
ishing  condition,  with  about  eighty  active  members. 
He  is  also  an  active  member  and  supporter  of  the 
Farmers'  Alliance,  and  he  and  wife  belong  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Edgar.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Trent  expect  to  make  Nebraska  their  home  for 
the  future,  and  on  their  well-improved  farm  of 
200  acres,  surrounded  by  all  the  comforts  that  go 
toward  making  them  hajjpy  in  their  domestic  re- 
lations, they  are  contented  to  reside. 

James  Turner,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  Edgar, 
Neb.     On  April  25,    1825,  in  Lincolnshire,   Eng- 
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land,  ten  miles  from  Manchester,  James  Turner, 
one  of  four  cbiklren,  was  born  to  his  parents,  who 
were  also  natives  of  England,  but  who  are  now  de- 
ceased. The  children  were  named  as  follows: 
Richard  (resides  in  England  and  is  engaged  in 
railroading,  was  married,  but  his  wife  is  now  de- 
ceased), George  (married  and  resides  in  England, 
and  his  occupation  is  that  of  laborer  on  public 
works)  and  Samuel  (resides  in  England  and  is  also 
engaged  on  public  works).  In  1857  Mr.  James 
Turner  emigrated  with  his  family  (three  small 
children)  from  England  to  the  States,  settled  in 
Ohio,  engaged  in  mining  in  the  Tuscarawas  Val- 
ley and  remained  in  that  State  for  seventeen  years, 
when  he  moved  to  Nebraska,  and  purchased  320 
acres  of  the  Burlington  &  Missouri  River  Railroad 
lands.  He  married  Miss  Hannah  Hyde,  a  native 
of  England,  May  25,  1851,  and  to  this  union  have 
been  born  six  children — three  sons  and  three 
daughters — five  now  living:  Joseph  (married  Miss 
Jennie  Cobb  and  resides  in  Montana),  William 
engaged  in  mining  in  Idaho  Ter.),  John  (a  farmer, 
residing  in  Kansas,  married  Miss  Lora  A.  Lea), 
Alice  (resides  in  Nuckolls  County,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Joseph  W.  Stansbury,  a  native  of  Indiana)  and 
Hannah  (resides  in  Nuckolls,  and  is  the  wife  of 
James  W.  Pierce).  Mr.  Turner  lost  his  wife  in 
1866  and  was  left  with  five  small  children  to  raise. 
During  the  late  war  he  enlisted  in  the  old  One 
Hundred  and  Fourth  Ohio  Regiment  Infantry, 
Company  E,  Twenty-third  Corps,  and  was  as- 
signed to  the  Army  of  the  Cumberland.  He  was 
mustered  into  service  at  Massillon,  Ohio,  and  was 
engaged  in  the  following  battles:  Capture  of 
Cumberland  Gap  and  during  the  siege  of  Knox- 
ville,  Tenn.,  and  this  episode  will  always  remain 
fresh  in  the  mind  of  Mr.  Turner,  for  it  was  there 
that  he  nearly  starved  to  death.  Under  the  com- 
mand of  Gen.  A.  E.  Burnside,  he  participated  in 
numerous  small  engagements  and  skirmishes,  and 
served  his  country  faithfully  and  well  for  two  years 
and  ten  months,  being  honorably  discharged  at 
Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  has  always  been  identified 
with  the  Republican  party,  and  his  first  presidential 
vote  was  cast  for  Abraham  Lincoln  in  1864.  Mr. 
Turner  takes  a  deep  interest  in  educational  mat- 


ters, is  a  supporter  and  advocate  of  the  Farmers' 
Alliance,  and  is  an  admirer  of  good  religious  prin- 
ciples. He  resides  on  his  beautiful  farm  of  400 
acres  and  all  his  surroundings  are  comfortable  and 
complete  in  every  particular.  His  farm  is  well 
stocked  with  good  horses,  cattle  and  hogs. 

Henry  C.  Vollbehr,  boot  and  shoe  dealer,  Su- 
perior, Neb.  The  boot  and  shoe  irade  is  of  no 
slight  importance  and  is  well  represented  in  Su- 
perior. Holding  a  leading  place  among  the  most 
prominent  merchants  in  this  line  is  Mr.  Henry  C. 
Vollbehr,  who  engaged  in  this  business  in  1888  and 
who  has  made  a  success  of  the  same.  He  was 
born  in  Holstein,  Germany,  on  February  25,  1845, 
and  is  the  son  of  David  F.  and  Elizabeth  Vollbehr, 
with  whom  he  came  to  America  when  but  nine 
years  of  age.  On  reaching  this  country  the  family 
settled  in  Clinton,  Iowa,  and  there  both  parents 
received  their  final  summons.  In  Germany  the 
father  held  the  position  of  jiidge,  but  after  coming 
to  America  he  led  the  life  of  an  agriculturist.  Henry 
C,  Vollbehr  spent  his  youthful  days  in  Clinton 
County,  Iowa,  received  his  education  in  the  public 
schools  at  Lyons,  Iowa,  and  afterward  graduated 
from  a  commercial  college  at  Davenport,  Iowa. 
For  several  years  following  this  he  was  engaged  as 
a  commercial  traveler.  In  1871  he  embarked  in  the 
grocery  business  at  Belle  Plaine,  Iowa,  which  pur- 
suit he  followed  two  or  three  years,  and  again 
started  out  as  a  traveler.  In  1874  and  1875  he 
was  book-keeper  in  a  commission  house  in  St. 
Joseph,  Mo.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  last  men- 
tioned year  he  went  to  Neenah,  Wis.,  where  he 
clerked  four  years  in  a  hardware  store.  In  1880 
he  came  to  Nebraska,  and  learned  the  baker's  trade 
at  Blue  Springs.  Three  years  later  he  came  to 
Superior,  where  he  has  resided  ever  since,  and  of 
which  city  he  is  now  a  leading  business  man,  being 
the  proprietor  of  a  first  class  bakery,  and  the  prin- 
cipal one  in  town.  In  December,  1888,  he  em- 
barked in  the  boot  and  shoe  business,  since  which 
time  he  has  owned  and  conducted  a  very  fine  boot 
and  shoe  store,  but  also  carries  on  the  bakery  busi- 
ness. He  was  married  on  July  4,  1867,  to  Miss 
Henrietta  C.  Bussing,  a  native  of  New  York  City, 
and  the  daughter  of  Frederick  Bussing,  a  native  of 
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Germany.  Mr.  Vollbehr  and  wife  have  had  three 
children :  Mamie,  Charles,  and  Frederick,  who  died 
at  the  age  of  four  and  a  half  years.  Mr.  Vollbehr 
is  a  member  of  the  K.  of  P.,  and  he  and  wife  are 
members  of  the  Lutheran  Church. 

Adam  Walkinshaw  was  born  in  Guernsey 
County,  Ohio,  January  31,  1847,  of  Scotch  parent- 
age. His  father,  John  Walkinshaw,  was  born  in 
Ireland,  but  emigrated  to  this  country  with  his 
parents  in  his  ninth  year  (in  1819),  the  family  lo- 
cating in  Guernsey  County,  Ohio,  where  John 
Walkinshaw  grew  to  manhood,  subsequently  mar- 
rying Miss  Margaret  Glasgow,  also  a  native  of  Ire- 
land, but  who  was  reared  in  Ohio.  Mr.  Walkin- 
shaw was  a  farmer  and  miller,  and  in  the  fall  of 
1857  removed  to  Iowa  and  located  in  Des  Moines 
County,  his  wife  dying  at  this  place  in  the  spring 
of  1859.  He  broke  out  a  farm  in  this  county,  on 
which  he  resided  for  a  number  of  years,  and  then 
removed  to  Louisa  County,  dying  there  in  the 
spring  of  1884.  Adam  Walkinshaw  was  reared  to 
farm  labor  in  Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  and  re- 
mained with  his  father  until  he  was  grown.  He 
then  engaged  in  tilling  the  soil  on  his  own  respon- 
sibility, farming  in  Des  Moines  County  for  some 
time  and  then  locating  in  Page  County,  Iowa, 
where  he  farmed  for  one  year,  and  in  1872  came 
to  Nebraska  and  located  in  Saunders  County.  Af- 
ter spending  one  year  in  that  county,  he  moved  to 
Platte  County,  homesteaded  and  made  a  good  farm 
there,  on  which  he  resided  for  seven  years,  then 
sold  it  and  moved  to  Nuckolls  County,  coming  here 
in  the  spring  of  1881,  and  has  ever  since  been  an 
honored  resident  of  this  county.  On  his  arrival 
here  he  located  160  acres  on  which  he  now  resides, 
which  he  broke  out  and  made  into  a  good  farm, 
and  now  has  it  nearly  all  fenced  and  cross-fenced. 
He  has  a  good  hedge  of  600  rods,  an  orchard  of 
120  apple  and  cherry  trees,  some  of  which  are 
bearing,  a  fine  grove  of  15,000  trees,  now  six  years 
old,  which,  with  a  good  residence  (the  main  part  of 
it  being  one  and  one-half  stories  high,  and  the  ell 
one  story),  suitable  barn,  sheds  and  out- buildings, 
stamp  him  as  an  industrious  farmer  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances. Mr.  Walkinshaw  handles  stock  to 
some  extent,  feeding  out  a  bunch  of  steers  occasion- 


ally. Mr.  Walkinshaw  was  married  in  Des  Moines 
County,  Iowa,  in  February,  1877,  to  Miss  Maggie 
A.  Baird,  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Des  Moines 
County,  a  daughter  of  John  and  Catherine  Baird, 
and  this  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  five 
children,  namely :  Margaret  C. ,  William  J. ,  John  B. , 
Mary  M.,  and  Annie  G.  (who  died  in  August,  1889, 
aged  sixteen  months).  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walkinshaw 
are  both  members  of  the  Eeformed  Presbyterian 
Church,  in  which  they  are  zealous  workers,  the 
former  being  an  elder  in  this  church. 

Benjamin  C.  Ward,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Beaver  Township,  Nuckolls  County.  Mr.  Ward 
ranks  among  the  most  prosperous  of  Nuckolls 
County's  agriculturists,  and  enjoys  the  reputation 
of  being  not  only  a  substantial  and  progressive 
farmer,  but  an  intelligent  and  thoroughly  posted 
man  on  all  public  affairs.  The  State  of  his  nativity 
is  New  York,  where  he  was  born  (in  Chautau(jua 
County)  on  September  19,  1849,  being  the  son  of 
S.  D.  and  Charlotte  E.  (Cornell)  Ward,  the  former 
of  whom  was  born  and  reared  in  New  York,  and 
the  latter  in  Massachusetts,  of  Scotch  descent. 
The  father,  a  carpenter,  cabinet  and  pattern-maker 
by  trade,  was  a  mechanical  genius,  skillful  with  all 
tools.  Soon  after  the  birth  of  his  son,  our  subject, 
he  concluded  to  try  his  fortunes  farther  west,  and 
accordingly  moved  his  family  to  Walworth  County, 
Wis.,  and  there  followed  his  business  until  his 
death,  which  occurred  in  1874,  leaving  a  widow  who 
now  makes  her  home  with  her  son,  Benjamin, 
the  only  survivor  of  two  children  whom  they  reared 
to  maturity.  He  spent  his  early  days  in  the  pas- 
times usual  to  boyhood,  and  obtained  a  most  liberal 
education  in  the  high-schools  of  Walworth  County, 
and  after  reaching  manhood's  estate  he  worked  in 
a  wagon-making  establishment  for  twelve  years,  at 
the  end  of  that  time  leaving  this  business  to  engage 
in  mercantile  pursuits.  He  first  worked  in  a  store, 
but  later  engaged  in  business  on  his  own  responsi- 
bility in  Walworth  County.  Subsequently  he  went 
to  Chicago  and  engaged  in  business  there  for  one 
year,  when,  not  meeting  all  the  success  he  could 
desire,  he  returned  to  Wisconsin  aud  there  made 
his  home  until  1884.  On  April  5  of  that  year  he 
arrived  in  Nuckolls  County,  and  on  the  10th  of  the 
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same  month  there  was  a  fall  of  two  feet  of  snow, 
but,  notwithstanding  this  decidedly  discouraging 
aspect,  he  was  favorably  impressed  with  the  country 
and  decided  to  make  it  his  home,  and  the  wisdom 
of  his  choice  is  now  apparent.  He  purchased  the 
place  on  which  he  now  resides,  which  w'as  then  but 
slightly  improved,  and  immediately  commenced  a 
system  of  improvement,  which  has  greatly  increased 
the  value  of  the  property.  He  has  a  good  orchard 
of  fifty  fine  fruit  trees,  all  choice  varieties,  and 
most  of  the  trees  now  bearing.  Fifteen  acres  of 
his  land  lie  adjoining  the  corporation  and  is  very 
valuable,  while  his  barns,  sheds,  cribs,  etc.,  are 
neatly  and  substantially  built,  and  give  the  place 
the  prosperous  appearance  of  a  farm  in  a  much 
older  country,  and  stamp  the  proprietor  as  an  en- 
terprising and  well-to-do  agriculturist.  One-half 
mile  east  of  his  home  place  Mr.  Ward  owns  120  acres 
of  choice  land,  all  of  which  is  fenced  off  into  timber, 
meadow,  pasture  and  plow  land.  His  marriage  oc- 
curred in  Whitewater,  Wis.,  in  November,  1876, 
Miss  Ines  Marsh,  daughter  of  Sanger  Marsh, and  a  re- 
fined and  intellectual  lady,  being  the  interested 
party.  She  was  born  and  reared  in  Whitewater, Wis., 
but  was  educated  at  Jefferson,  Wis. ,  and  Galesburg, 
111.  Her  father  was  one  of  the  originators  of  the 
First  National  Bank  of  Whitewater,  and  at  the  time 
of  his  death  was  president  of  that  institution.  He 
made  his  way  in  life  entirely  by  his  own  effort, 
as  he  started  life  a  poor  boy,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  death  was  one  of  the  prominent  men  of  White- 
water, and  very  highly  esteemed  and  respected. 
To  their  married  life  have  been  born  two  bright 
daughters:  Vina  May  and  Florence  C.  In  politics 
Mr.  Ward  is  a  Republican,  but  does  not  aspire  to 
olfice,  and  is  a  member  of  the  A.  O.  U.  W.  He  is 
a  man  of  excellent  business  capacity,  unassuming 
but  thorough,  and  can  point  with  pardonable  pride 
to  the  property  he  has  amassed  by  his  careful  and 
intelligent  business  management. 

E.  T.  Word  en,  county  sheriff.  Nelson,  Neb. 
Mr.  Worden,  the  present  efficient  incumbent  of  the 
office  of  sheriff,  was  originally  from  Michigan, 
where  his  birth  occurred  in  1850.  His  parent.?, 
James  M.  and  Olive  (Andrews)  Worden,  were 
natives  of  York  State,  where  they    resided    until 


after  their  marriage,  and  then  moved  to  Michigan. 
There  the  father  died,  but  the  mother  is  living  and 
makes  her  home  in  that  State.  E.  T.  Worden  was 
a  lumberman  while  living  in  Michigan,  and  worked 
there  until  1879,  when  he  emigrated  west  and  set- 
tled in  Nuckolls  County.  Previous  to  this  he  had 
traveled  all  over  the  State,  and  at  last  purchased 
school  land  in  the  northern  part  of  Nuckolls  Coun- 
ty, where  he  carried  on  agricultural  pursuits  until 
appointed  to  the  office  of  sheriff,  made  vacant  by 
the  ouste*-  of  Thomas  Meaker,  in  December,  1887. 
He  was  defeated  in  the  nomination  for  the  next 
term,  but  was  elected  in  the  fall  of  1889,  and  is 
now  filling  that  position.  Prior  to  being  elected 
to  the  office  of  sheriff  the  last  time,  he  had  held 
the  position  of  chief  deputy  sheriff,  and  while 
holding  it  carried  on  the  affairs  as  though  really 
elected  to  the  office  of  sheriff.  He  was  married  in 
Michigan,  to  Miss  Alice  Hancock,  a  native  of  Penn- 
sylvania, born  in  1847,  and  the  fi-uitsof  this  union 
were  the  following  children :  Charles  A.  (deceased), 
Olive  S. ,  Arthur  G. ,  Mabel,  Nettie  and  Winifred. 
Mr.  Worden  sold  his  farm,  and  is  the  owner  of  a 
house  and  two  lots  in  town.  In  his  political  views 
he  is  a  Republican,  and  socially  he  is  a  member  of 
the  I.  O.  O.  F.,  the  M.  W.  A.,  and  the  K.  of  P.,  in 
which  he  is  master  at  arms. 

Edmond  Warren,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Ed- 
gar, Neb.  Mr.  Warren  owes  his  nativity  to  Robert- 
son County,  Tenn.,  where  his  birth  occurred  April 
23,  1817,  and  is  now  following  a  calling  that  has  for 
ages  received  undivided  efforts  from  many  worthy 
individuals,  and  one  that  furnishes  sustenance  to 
the  ready  worker.  He  was  reared  to  farm  life, 
and  continued  this  occupation  on  his  father's  farm 
until  seventeen  years  of  age,  when  he  started  out 
to  work  for  himself.  He  emigrated  to  Macoupin 
County,  HI.,  in  1833,  and  worked  in  a  steam  saw- 
mill for  five  years.  His  nuptials  with  Miss  Artie 
McGinnis,  in  Macoupin  County,  occurred  in  No- 
vember, 1888,  and  the  fniits  of  this  union  have 
been  six  children — three  sons  and  three  daughters: 
Cynthia  Jane  (was  married  in  the  State  of  Texas 
to  Richard  Short,  a  native  of  Tennessee),  Margaret 
(wife  of  James  Bridges,  a  native  of  Georgia,  and  a 
cabinet  maker  by  trade;  Mr.  Bridges  is  deceased, 
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and  his  widow  is  now  living  in  Sherman,  Texas), 
James  (married  Miss  Georgia  Howard,  a  native  of 
Illinois,  and  resides  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.), 
Mahlon  (resides  in  Illinois,  and  is  engaged  in  farm- 
ing and  stock-raising;  he  married  Miss  Crump,  a 
native  of  Illinois),  John  (married  Miss  Mary  How- 
ard, a  native  of  Illinois,  and  is  a  farmer  by  occu- 
pation) and  Nellie  (who  is  married  and  resides  in 
Missouri;  her  husband  is  a  miner  by  occupation). 
The  mother  of  these  children  died  about  October, 
1869,  and  Mr.  Warren  was  married  to  Miss  Lu- 
cinda  Graham,  a  native  of  Illinois,  in  1874.  He 
was  a  Democrat  imtil  the  Rebellion,  when  he  cast 
his  lot  with  the  grand  old  Republican  party,  and 
has  advocated  its  principles  up  to  the  present  time. 
His  first  presidential  vote  was  for  Martin  Van 
Buren.  He  first  came  to  Nebraska  in  1871,  direct 
from  Illinois,  and  homesteaded  in  Clay  County. 
About  1879  he  sold  out,  purchased  eighty  acres  in 
Sherman  Precinct,  and  has  witnessed  the  rapid 
development  of  the  country.  He  has  seen  the  In- 
dians pass  and  repass  on  his  premises,  and  has 
brought  down  many  animals.  Mr.  Warren  and 
wife  are  now  the  owners  of  240  acres  of  land,  all 
under  a  high  state  of  cultivation,  and  are  esteemed 
and  respected  citizens.  Mr.  Warren  is  not  a  mem- 
ber of  any  secret  organization,  but  is  an  active  and 
enthusiastic  believer  in  and  worker  for  the  principles 
of  the  Farmers'  Alliance.  Mrs.  Warren  is  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Edgar, 
Neb.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren  expect  to  spend  the 
remainder  of  their  days  in  Nebraska,  surrounded 
by  peace  and  plenty,  on  their  nice,  well-improved 
farm,  and  among  friends  and  neighbors  who  value 
their  friendship  and  esteem. 

George  Warren,  farmer  and  stock-raiser,  Daven- 
port, Neb.  Mr.  Warren  was  early  taught  the  duties 
of  farm  life,  and  this  occupation  he  has  since  con- 
tinued to  follow.  He  was  born  in  the  Buckeye 
State,  February  21,  1833,  received  his  education 
in  the  common  schools  of  that  State,  and  when 
twenty  years  of  age  began  working  for  himself. 
He  was  married  to  Miss  Mary  Elizabeth  Johnson, 
a  native  of  York  Coimty,  Pa.,  born  June  7,  1851, 
and  whose  parents  were  natives  of  Ireland  and 
Maryland,  respectively.      To  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Warren 


were  born  the  following  children:  Stephen  A. 
Douglas  (died  at  the  age  of  two  and  a  half  years), 
Uriah  J.  (resides  at  McCook,  Neb.,  is  engaged  in 
lumbering  and  the  real  estate  business,  and  is  also 
the  owner  of  480  acres  of  land  in  Hayes  County), 
Ida  J.  (resides  in  Davenport,  Neb.,  and  is  the  wife 
of  Reuben  Moore,  a  merchant  of  that  place),  George 
H.  (died  at  the  age  of  six  years),  John  Wesley 
(resides  in  Davenport,  Neb.,  and  is  also  engaged 
in  the  lumbering  business — although  but  sixteen 
years  of  age,  he  is  a  fine  specimen  of  full  developed 
manhood,  and,  in  addition  to  a  good  common-school 
education,  he  also  attended  the  normal  school  at 
Salina,  Kas.),  William  W.  (resides  on  the  home- 
stead with  his  parents,  fourteen  years  old,  and  has 
completed  his  education  in  the  district  school),  and 
Florence  A.  (also  at  home).  Mr.  Warren  is  a  half- 
owner  in  one  and  a  half  sections  of  improved  land, 
which  is  possibly  one  of  the  most  beautiful  tracts 
in  the  precinct.  This  is  well  hedged,  and  on  the 
land  are  handsome  and  substantial  buildings  of  all 
kinds.  Mr.  Warren  emigrated  direct  to  Nebraska 
from  Illinois,  in  the  spring  of  1883.  He  is  an  ar- 
dent supporter  of  the  Prohibition  party,  and  in  all 
local  questions  is  an  active  worker  and  sup- 
porter of  principles  which  will  develop  the  in- 
terests of  the  farmers.  He  is  a  very  enthusiastic 
friend  of  the  education  of  the  people,  and  af- 
firms that  the  public  school  is  the  salvation  of 
our  nation.  He  is  a  member  of  the  Masonic  fra- 
ternity. He  and  Mrs.  Warren  are  devout  members 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  Davenport, 
Neb.,  and  both  are  Sunday-school  workers.  They 
have  always  contributed  to  all  laudable  enterprises, 
and  are  among  the  most  esteemed  and  respected 
citizens  of  the  county.  Mr.  Warren's  father  was 
a  native  of  Maryland,  and  followed  the  occupation 
of  farmer  all  his  life.  The  mother,  whose  maiden 
name  was  Nancy  Anthony,  was  a  native  of  North 
Carolina.  Of  the  ten  children  born  to  their  union 
four  are  now  living:  Frances  (married  Thomas 
Wendell,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser  by  occupation,  and  is  now  residing  in  Logan 
County,  111. ;  they  have  six  children  living),  Sallie 
Ann  (married  Philip  Wendell,  a  farmer  and  stock- 
raiser,  and  their  family  consists  of    six  children; 
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they  also  reside  in  Logan  County,  111.),  Elvira 
(married  William  Jones,  a  native  of  Ohio,  and  a 
farmer  by  occupation;  she  had  previously  married 
Jacob  Bowersock,  a  native  of  the  Buckeye  State, 
and  also  a  farmer,  and  to  this  union  were  born  five 
children:  to  the  last  marriage  was  born  one  child). 
John  R.  Weimer  has  been  identified  with  the 
farming  and  stock-raising  interests  of  Nuckolls 
County,  Neb.,  for  the  past  ten  years,  and  is  the 
owner  of  160  acres  of  exceptionally  fine  farming 
land,  all  of  which  is  under  fence  and  splendidly 
improved  with  all  necessary  buildings  and  a  fine 
young  orchard  of  difPerent  varieties  of  fruits. 
He  first  saw  the  light  in  Somerset  County,  Pa., 
February  20,  1841,  his  father,  Peter  Weimer,  be- 
ing a  native  of  the  same  place,  his  birth  having 
occurred  in  1817.  He  married  a  Pennsylvania 
lady,  Lydia  Parker  by  name,  and  they  are  still 
residing  in  their  native  State,  enjoying  their  de- 
clining years.  The  father  in  former  years  was  a 
blacksmith  and  farmer,  but  for  some  time  has 
given  up  the  active  duties  of  life.  The  paternal 
grandfather  was  born  in  Germany,  and  upon  com- 
ing to  the  United  States  at  an  early  day  located  in 
Somerset  County,  Pa.,  where  he  passed  from 
life.  The  subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  second  in 
a  family  of  nine  children  who  grew  to  matiue 
years,  and  from  his  native  State  he  enlisted  in  the 
Union  army  September  4,  1861,  becoming  a  mem- 
ber of  Company  C,  Fifty-fourth  Pennsylvania 
Infantry,  serving  imtil  October,  1864.  He  was 
taken 'prisoner  at  New  Market,  in  the  Shenandoah 
Valley,  and  was  kept  a  prisoner  from  May  until 
August,  being  wounded  in  the  knee  by  a  gunshot. 
Prior  to  the  war  he  had  obtained  a  good  education, 
and  upon  returning  home  after  the  cessation  of 
hostilities  he  followed  the  occupation  of  teaching, 
then  farming,  and  later  engaged  in  mercantile 
pursuits.  In  1876  he  moved  to  Brown  County, 
Kas.,  but  after  a  four-years'  residence  there  he 
came  to  his  present  place  of  abode,  where,  as  above 
stated,  he  owns  a  fine  and  valuable  farm.  He  has 
always  identified  himself  with  the  Republican 
party,  and  from  1884  until  1890  was  one  of  the 
county  commissioners,  and  while  serving  in  this 
capacity   won   an   excellent    reputation   for  sound 


judgment  and  executive  ability.  His  farm  lies 
five  miles  north  of  Hardy,  which  is  the  nearest 
post-office,  and  he  has  been  statistical  reporter  for 
the  State  Agricultural  Society  since  1887.  Miss 
Harriet  E.  Cramer,  a  daughter  of  John  S.  Cramer, 
of  Somerset  County,  Pa.,  became  his  wife  March 
1,  1866,  and  they  now  have  a  family  of  four  chil- 
dren: Flora  B.,  Alice,  Charles  A.  and  Llewellyn 
R.  The  family  are  members  of  the  Lutheran 
Church,  in  which  he  is  deacon,  and  he  belongs  to 
the  G.  A.  R.  Post  at  Hardy,  and  is  a  member  of 
the  L  O.  O.  F. 

G.  A.  Wilkins,  farmer  and  stock- raiser,  is  well 
and  favorably  known  to  the  majority  of  the  resi- 
dents of  this  section  of  the  country,  for  since  the 
spring  of  1875  he  has  been  prominently  identified 
with  the  farming  interests  hereabouts.  He  is  a 
native  of  Daviess  County,  Mo.,  his  birth  having  oc- 
curred in  1843,  and  he  is  the  fourth  child  born  to 
James  and  Agnes  (Harvard)  Wilkins,  who  were 
born  in  Pennsylvania  and  Indiana,  respectively. 
The  father  learned  the  tanner's  trade  in  his  youth, 
and  followed  this  occupation  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  in  Daviess  County,  Mo.,  in  1848.  He  and 
his  wife  had  been  to  church,  and  on  their  home- 
ward joui'ney,  while  trying  to  cross  a  swollen 
stream,  Mr.  Wilkins  lost  his  life.  After  his  death 
Mrs.  Wilkins  removed  with  her  children  to  Mc- 
Lean County,  HI.,  and  there  reared  her  family  to 
mature  years.  She  died  in  1884,  having  borne 
five  children:  Ellen  (Mrs.  Ward,  of  Daviess  County, 
Mo.),  John  R.  (who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union 
army,  lost  his  health  while  in  the  service,  and  re- 
turned home  and  died),  G.  A.  (the  subject  of  this 
sketch),  Jemimah  and  Minerva  (who  are  both  de- 
ceased). G.  A.  Wilkins  spent  his  youth  on  a  farm 
in  Illinois,  and  there  received  the  advantages  of 
the  common  schools.  When  about  eighteen  years 
of  age  he  began  farming  for  himself,  and  after 
some  time  spent  in  McLean  County,  he  followed 
the  same  occupation  in  Daviess  County,  Mo.  In  the 
fall  of  1866  he  was  married  in  the  former  county 
to  Miss  Sarah  Crawford,  a  daughter  of  David  and 
Grace  (Forsythe)  Crawford,  both  of  whom  are  now 
deceased.  Mrs.  Wilkins  was  born  in  Indiana,  and 
has    borne   her   husband    seven   children:    Elmer, 
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Leonora,  Emma,  Jesse,  Wesley,  Carrie  and  Mary. 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Wilkins  and  their  three  oldest  chil- 
dren are  members  of  the  Christian  Church  of 
Pleasant  Hill.  They  have'  been  residents  of 
Nuckolls  County,  Neb.,  since  1875,  and  now  have  an 
excellent  farm  of  320  acres,  which  he  has  reclaimed 
from  a  wild  state,  as  the  country  was  almost  an 
unbroken  prairie  when  he  settled  here,  and  Hast- 
ings, the  nearest  grain  market,  twenty-five  miles 
away.  His  farm  is  considered  one  of  the  best  in 
the  county,  and  in  addition  to  devoting  his  atten- 
tion to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  he  is  largely  en- 
gaged in  raising  stock  of  a  good  grade,  and  has  a 
fine  imported  Percheron  horse,  black  in  color, 
weighing  1,035  pounds,  eighteen  hands  high.  Mr. 
Wilkins  has  always  been  interested  in  politics,  and 
is  now  serving  his  second  term  as  county  com- 
missioner. 

George  W.  Williams,  farmer  and  stock-raiser, 
Bostwick  Township,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  Mr. 
Williams  is  another  of  the  prominent  farmers  of 
this  county  who  claim  Iowa  as  their  native  State. 
He  first  opened  his  eyes  to  the  light  of  this  world 
in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  June  11,  1852.  His  father, 
William  M.  Williams,  was  born  in  Pennsylvania, 
but  when  he  was  twelve  years  of  age  his  parents 
decided  to  move  west,  and  with  their  family  settled 
in  Ohio.  Here  W.  M.  Williams  grew  to  manhood, 
and  in  1840,  thinking  the  west  offered  greater  at- 
tractions for  an  energetic  and  enterprising  young 
man,  he  went  to  Iowa  and  settled  in  Cedar  County. 
He  was  married  here  to  Miss  Barbara  Sloper,  a 
native  of  Ohio,  who  was  a  helpmate  in  every  sense 
of  the  word.  Together  they  made  a  farm  in  Cedar 
County,  on  which  they  resided  until  1881,  at  that 
time  coming  to  Nebraska  and  locating  in  Nuck- 
olls County,  and  are  now  residing  in  Bostwick, 
where  Mr.  Williams  is  an  extensive  stock  dealer. 
George  W.  Williams  is  the  second  son  of  a  family 
of  four  children — two  sons  and  two  daughters — and 
grew  to  maturity  in  Cedar  County,  remaining  with 
his  father  until  1875.  He  was  married  March  2, 
1874,  to  Miss  Josephine  Keith,  a  native  of  Cedar 
County,  Iowa,  a  daughter  of  Benjamin  Keith,  and 
one  year  after  engaged  in  farming  in  Cedar  Coun- 
ty, then  moved  to  Boone  County,  where  he  tilled 


the  soil  for  three  years,  and  in  1884  came  to  Ne- 
braska and  located  in  Nuckolls  County.  On  his 
arrival  here  he  purchased  160  acres  of  good  land, 
in  two  tracts,  all  of  which  he  has  fenced,  and 
eighty  acres  of  it  under  cultivation.  On  this  he 
has  erected  a  good  residence,  the  kitchen  being 
stone,  and  the  main  building  frame,  ordinary  out- 
buildings, cribs,  sheds,  etc.  He  has  a  good  grove, 
and  an  orchard  of  100  trees  just  beginning  to  bear. 
Mr.  Williams  raises  and  stall-feeds  from  one  to 
two  carloads  of  steers  and  about  one  carload  of 
hogs  each  year,  and  is  very  successful.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Williams  are  the  parents  of  five  children, 
viz. :  William  W. ,  Olie,  Forist,  George  and  Charles. 
In  politics  Mr.  Williams  is  a  stanch  Democrat,  but 
does  not  aspire  to  office. 

Prof.  Isaac  Eldridge  Wilson,  superintendent 
of  the  city  schools  of  Superior,  Neb. ,  and  an  edu- 
cator and  author  of  ability  and  prominence,  was 
born  in  Alexandria,  Madison  County,  Ind.,  June 
25,  1859,  and  is  the  son  of  James  L.  and  Marga- 
ret (Busby)  Wilson,  and  grandson  of  James  Wilson, 
whose  parents  emigrated  to  America  from  Germany. 
The  parents  of  our  subject  still  reside  in  Alexan- 
dria, Ind.,  and  five  of  the  six  children  born  to  their 
marriage  are  now  living.  Prof.  Wilson  being  third 
in  order  of  birth.  The  latter  passed  his  youthful 
days  in  his  native  town,  and  received  his  earlier 
education  in  the  schools  of  the  same.  At  the  early 
age  of  fifteen  he  started  out  as  a  teacher,  and  his 
whole  life  since  has  been  dedicated  to  school  work, 
either  in  the  capacity  of  student  or  instructor. 
When  seventeen  years  of  age  he  entered  the  Na- 
tional Normal  University  at  Lebanon,  Ohio,  where 
he  attended  six  months,  and  then  returned  to  Alex- 
andria, where  he  taught  a  private  normal  during 
the  summer  of  1877.  The  following  winter  and 
year  he  was  employed  as  a  teacher  in  the  Alexan- 
dria public  schools,  and  in  the  latter  part  of  1878 
he  entered  the  Northern  Indiana  Normal  School, 
at  Valparaiso,  Ind.,  which  he  attended  two  years 
and  a  half,  completing  both  the  scientific  and  clas- 
sical courses.  In  July,  1881,  he  established  the 
Western  Normal  College  at  Bushnell,  111.,  which 
was  maintained  at  that  place  with  175  students 
until  in   May,  1882,  when,  on  account  of  a  dona- 
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tion  of  $10,000  and  a  college  site  given  by  Slien- 
andoab,  Iowa,  the  institution  was  removed  to  that 
place,  and  has  been  very  successfully  conducted 
there  ever  since,  having  at  the  present  time  800 
students.  Of  it  Prof.  Wilson  continued  to  be  pres- 
ident and  proprietor  until  February,  1884.  In 
the  month  of  June,  1883,  the  college  building  was 
severely  injured  by  a  storm.  As  a  result  of  this. 
Prof.  Wilson  sold  the  institution,  and  since  then 
it  has  had  other  management.  It  is  now  one  of 
the  leading  institutions  of  the  kind  in  the  country, 
and  it  is  a  lasting  monument  to  the  energy  and 
ability  of  its  foiinder.  During  the  two  school  years 
of  1885-88  and  1886-87,  Prof.  Wilson  was  prin- 
cipal of  one  of  the  departments  of  the  Norton  Nor- 
mal and  Scientific  Academy  at  Wilton  Junction, 
Iowa,  and  during  the  school  year  of  1887-88  he 
was  superintendent  of  the  public  schools  of  Weep-, 
ing  Water,  Neb.  In  the  fall  of  the  latter  year  he 
entered  upon  the  duties  of  superintendent  of  the 
public  schools  of  Superior,  Neb.,  which  position  he 
has  filled  with  characteristic  ability  ever  since. 
Besides  building  up  for  himself  an  enviable  repu- 
tation as  an  educator.  Prof.  Wilson  has  attained 
considerable  prominence  as  an  author.  In  1886  he 
wrote  and  published  a  work  of  750  pages,  entitled 
' '  The  System  Method  in  Education, ' '  which  has 
had  quite  an  extensive  circulation.  Besides  this, 
he  is  the  author  of  other  works  which  treat  upon 
educational  topics.  The  Professor  was  married  on 
March  12,  1883,  to  Miss  Emma  Felton,  who  is 
also  a  classical  graduate  of  the  Northern  Indiana 
Normal  School,  and  who,  by  profession,  was  a 
teacher,  having  been  a  member  of  the  faculty  of 
the  Western  Normal  College,  of  which  he  was 
principal.  From  her  marriage,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one  year,  she  has  steadily  pursued  her 
profession,  either  as  the  assistant  or  co-worker  of 
her  husband.  Ever  since  Prof.  Wilson  took  charge 
of  the  Superior  public  schools,  Mrs.  Wilson  has 
been  principal  of  the  high  school  at  that  place. 
She  has  also  rendered  her  husband  valuable  assist- 
ance in  the  preparation  of  the  material  for  his  pub- 
lications. Prof.  Wilson  and  wife  are  very  pleas- 
antly situated,  occupying  one  of  the  cosiest  and 
most  attractive  homes  in  Superior,  it  being  their 


own  property,  and  erected  by  them  in  1889.  They 
have  a  large  circle  of  warm  friends,  among  whom 
they  are  very  popular. 

William  A.  Wright,  farmer  and  stock- raiser, 
Beaver  Township,  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  No 
name  is  more  closely  associated  with  the  agricult- 
ural interests  of  the  county  than  the  one  that  heads 
this  sketch,  for  it  is  borne  by  a  man  who  is  pro- 
gressive in  his  ideas,  and  during  his  residence  in 
this  county  has  been  one  of  its  most  successful 
agriculturists.  He  owes  his  nativity  to  Adams 
County,  Ohio,  where  he  was  born  on  December  16, 
1843.  His  father,  Robert  L.  Wright,  was  a  native 
of  New  York,  born,  reared  and  educated  in  Orange 
County,  but  left  his  native  State  when  a  young 
man  and  went  to  Ohio,  settling  in  Adams  County, 
where  he  was  married  to  Mary  Ann  Glasgow,  a 
native  of  that  State.  He  was  an  active  worker  in 
the  anti- slavery  party,  and  his  home  was  a  refuge 
for  the  oppressed  while  trying  to  reach  Canada,  at 
that  time  the  nearest  place  of  fi-eedom.  On  one 
occasion  six  negroes  lay  in  his  barn  for  two  weeks; 
|l,O0O  reward  was  offered  for  them,  and  Ken- 
tuckians  were  riding  past  every  day.  At  that  time 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  would  fine  and  im- 
prison any  one  harboring  runaway  slaves.  But  he 
thought  it  a  duty  to  God  to  defend  the  oppressed 
against  such  laws.  Subsequently  he  moved  to  Page 
County,  Iowa,  and  settled  on  a  farm  near  Clarinda, 
on  which  he  lived  until  his  death  which  occurred 
in  1859.  He  was  a  prominent  member  of  the  Re- 
formed Presbyterian  Church,  a  ruling  elder,  and 
took  a  very  active  interest  in  church  work.  He  was 
twice  married;  his  first  wife  died  in  Adams  County, 
Ohio,  and  in  1855  he  married  his  second  wife  in 
Des  Moines  County,  Iowa,  who  survived  him.  The 
subject  of  this  sketch  is  the  oldest  of  a  family  of 
three  children,  all  of  whom  are  now  living  and 
heads  of  families.  He  grew  to  manhood  in  Page 
County,  Iowa,  and  in  August,  1862,  enlisted  in 
Company  K,  Fourth  Iowa  Infantry,  and  served 
until  he  was  honorably  discharged  at  the  end  of 
his  term  of  enlistment,  which  was  in  September, 
1864,  during  which  time  he  participated  in  the 
battle  of  Vicksburg,  was  in  a  number  of  engage- 
ments on  the  Atlanta  campaign,  and  was  at  Kene- 
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saw  Mountain,  June  27,  1864.  At  the  latter  battle 
he  was  wounded  by  being  struck  on  the  head  by  a 
piece  of  shell,  but  was  not  disabled.  He  was  also 
in  the  battle  of  July  22,  when  they  twice  charged 
and  recovered  two  forts,  after  Gen.  McPherson  fell, 
and  on  July  28,  when  Gen.  Logan,  with  the  Fifteenth 
Corps  whipped  two  corps  of  rebels  under  Gen. 
Hood.  Mr.  Wright  was  discharged  at  Jonesboro, 
and  returned  to  Iowa,  spending  one  year  in  Des 
Moines  County,  and  then  went  to  Page  County, 
where  he  made  his  home  until  1882,  at  which  time 
he  came  to  Nebraska  and  purchased  the  place  on 
which  he  now  lives.  This  place  comprises  150 
acres  of  rich  bottom  land  on  Lost  Creek,  the  farm 
cornering  with  the  corjjoration  on  the  northwest 
of  Superior,  and  is  a  very  valuable  and  desirable 
property.  He  has  a  good  one-and  one-half  story 
residence,  and  has  planted  an  orchard  of  150  trees, 
all  choice  varieties,  besides  a  quantity  of  small 
fruits.  He  was  married  in  Page  County,  Iowa,  on 
February  6,  1868,  to  Miss  Mary  Ann  Gilmore,  a 
native  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  daughter  of  Will- 
iam Gilmore,  who  moved  to  Page  County,  Iowa,  in 
1861.  This  union  has  resulted  in  the  birth  of  nine 
children,  six  of  whom  are  still  living,  viz. :  Robert 
G.,  Eva  M.,  Etta  Mabel,  William  M.,  Wilma  and 
Nellie  B.  James  M. ,  Edwin  G.  and  Harlen  died  in 
infancy,  the  two  former  dying  in  Page  County,  Iowa, 
and  the  latter  in  Nuckolls  County,  Neb.  Both  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Wright  are  members  of  the  Reformed 
Presbyterian  Church,  the  former  being  the  treas- 
urer and  a  deacon.  In  politics  Mr.  Wright  was 
formerly  a  Republican,  but  he  now  casts  his  vote 
with  the  Prohibition  party.  He  is  a  very  courte- 
ous gentleman,  having  a  kind  word  for  all,  and  is 
gi'eatly  honored  and  esteemed. 

Ferdinand  C.  Yenny  was  born  in  Washington 
County,  Wis.,  October  13,  1855,  of  German  par- 
entage. When  he  was  less  than  five  years  of  age 
his  parents  moved  to  Carver  County,  Minn.,  where, 
being  among  the  very  early  settlers,  they  endured 
all  the  hardships  and  privations  incident  to  frontier 
life.  At  that  time  Indians  were  very  plentiful  in 
that  section,  and  they  experienced  much  trouble 
from  them,  on  one  occasion  being  driven  from  their 
home  by  these  murdering  savages.       They  lived 


here  for  three  years,  when,  in  1863,  the  father  en- 
listed in  the  Federal  cause,  and  served  his  country 
right  royally  until  the  close  of  the  war,  when  he 
again  returned  to  Minnesota,  and  located  about 
thirty  miles  north  of  Minneapolis,  where,  in  the 
very  heart  of  the  forests  of  Minnesota,  he  cleared  up 
a  large  farm,  our  subject  assisting  him.  Ferdinand 
Yenny  obtained  a  good  education  in  the  common 
schools  of  Minnesota,  and  after  completing  his 
education  engaged  with  a  large  dry-goods  estab 
lishment  at  Farmington,  Minn. ,  with  which  he  was 
connected  for  some  time.  In  1880  he  immigrated 
to  Dakota,  locating  in  Grant  County,  and  clerked 
in  a  store  at  Millbank,  at  the  same  time  holding 
down  a  claim  near  that  town,  for  two  years.  In 
the  spring  of  1882  he  was  licensed  to  preach  by  the 
Minnesota  Conference  of  the  Evangelical  Associa- 
tion which  convened  at  Paynesville,  Minn.,  with 
Bishop  J.  J.  Esher,  of  Chicago,  in  the  chair,  and 
was  appointed  to  the  Aberdeen  Mission,  in  the  Ter- 
ritory of  Dakota,  to  which  mission  he  ministered 
faithfully  and  well  for  two  years,  during  which 
time  he  traveled  11,000  miles  with  a  horse  and 
buggy.  The  first  year  he  traveled  6,000,  and  the 
second  year  5,000  miles.  The  mission  was  com- 
posed of  seven  counties,  and  contained  ten  German 
and  four  English  appointments.  At  the  conference 
session  of  1884  he  was  appointed  to  Centreville 
Mission,  in  the  extreme  southeastern  part  of  Da 
kota,  which  he  served  one  year.  In  1885  he  was 
transferred  from  the  Dakota  to  the  Nebraska  con 
ference,  and  was  stationed  at  Superior  Mission, 
which  he  attended  for  two  years.  In  the  spring  of 
1887  he  engaged  in  the  newspaper  business,  pur 
chasing  a  half-interest  in  the  Superior  Guide,  Mr, 
J.  F.  Graves  being  the  senior  member  of  the  firm, 
and  together  they  conducted  the  business  for  six 
months,  when  Mr.  Yenny  bought  out  his  partner's 
interest  and  assumed  entire  control  of  the  business 
which  he  is  now  very  successfully  carrying  on,  and 
has  already  established  an  enviable  reputation  as  a 
newspaper  man.  While  striving  so  hard  to  gain  a 
place  in  the  journalistic  world,  he  does  not  neglect 
his  ministerial  duties,  but  frequently  preaches  and 
lectures  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  He  is  also 
a  regular  contributor  to  the  Evangelical  Messenger, 
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published  at  Cleveland,  Ohio,  which  is  one  of  the 
best  religious  journals  in  this  country.  At  Blue 
Earth  City,  Minn.,  in  the  summer  of  1884,  his 
marriage  to  Miss  Mary  E.  Sasse,  an  amiable  and 
accomplished  young  lady,  was  consummated,  and 
this  happy  union  has  been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  a 
daughter,  a  bright  little  girl  of  nearly  five  summers. 
In  politics,  Mr.  Yenny  is  a  Prohibitionist,  and  is 
working  for  the  amendment. 

James  F.  Young,  grocer,  of  Superior,  Neb., 
was  born  in  the  County  of  Stanstead,  Province  of 
Quebec,  Canada,  January  9,  1834,  and  was  the  son 
of  Isaac  and  Ruth  (Waid)  Young,  who  were  born, 
reared  and  married  in  the  State  of  Vermont.  He 
was  the  ninth  in  a  family  of  ten  children — six  sons 
and  four  daiighters  —  all  of  whom  reached  maturity, 
and  five  of  whom  are  now  living  His  father  died 
when  he  was  a  lad  of  nine  years,  and  his  mother 
died  in  1872.  He  spent  his  youth  in  his  native 
county  on  a  farm,  receiving  a  common-school  edii- 
cation.  When  he  was  eighteen  years  of  age  he 
came  to  the  United  States,  and  for  one  year  he 
worked  on  a  farm  in  DeKalb  County,  111.  Re 
turning  to  Canada,  he  remained  six  months,  after 
which  he  again  cardie  to  the  United  States,  and  for 
the  next  two  years  labored  as  a  farm  hand  in  Car- 
roll County,  111.  He  then  returned  to  Canada 
once  more,  and  on  April  5,  1859,  he  was  married 
to  Miss  Mary  Cass,  who  died  in  January,  1871,  in 
Hardin  County,  Iowa,  leaving  two  children — Wil- 
lie O.  and  Lillian  M.  — both  of  whom  are  now  mar- 
ried. Mr.  Young  remained  in  Canada,  engaged 
in  farming,  until  1865,  when  he  again  came  to  the 
United  States,  and  this  time  located  in  Hardin 
County,  Iowa,  where  he  farmed  until  1872.  In 
that  year  he  removed  to  Page  County,  Iowa,  where 
he  remained  tilliug  the  soil  till  the  fall  of  1879. 
He  then  came  to  Nebraska  and  located  on  a  farm 
which  he  had  previously  purchased  in  Thayer 
County.  A  year  later  he  removed  to  Superior, 
where  he  has  lived  ever  since.  Here  he  be- 
came the  proprietor  of  a  temperance  billiard 
hall,  which  he  conducted  successfully  for  about  six 
years.  From  the  spring  of  1886  until  the  fall  of 
1889  he  was  engaged  in  the  ice  business,  and  had 
the  trade  in  that  line  of  the  entire  city.     In  Sep- 


tember, 1889,  he  purchased  a  groceiy  stock  and 
building  on  Main  Street,  and  has  since  success- 
fully conducted  the  business.  He  has  recently 
taken  a  partner  in  the  person  of  his  son,  Willie  O. 
Young,  and  they  are  now  doing  a  first-class  busi- 
ness under  the  firm  name  of  J.  F.  Young  &  Son. 
Socially  Mr.  Young,  Sr.,  is  a  member  of  the  I.  O. 
O.  F.,  and  politically  he  is  a  Prohibitionist.  He 
is  an  honorable,  upright  man,  and  a  worthy  and 
respected  citizen. 

Peter  Yunker  farmer  and  mason,  Victor  Town- 
ship. One  has  but  to  look  at  Mr.  bunker's  fine 
farm  in  Section  34  to  know  that  the  owner  was 
born  in  Germany,  the  country  that  has  furnished 
to  America  so  many  of  her  sturdy  sons  of  toil. 
He  came  to  Nebraska  in  1871  and  took  up  160 
acres  of  good  land  on  Liberty  Creek,  and  after- 
ward purchased  120  acres  more,  making  his  farm 
to  comprise  280  acres  of  choice  land,  all  of  which 
is  well  improved  with  good  buildings,  etc.,  which 
give  the  place  an  air  of  prosperity  and  stamp 
the  owner  as  a  thrifty,  enterprising  and  indus- 
trious, well  to  do  farmer.  He  has  one  of  the  finest 
orchards  in  the  county  on  his  farm,  and  a  nice 
grove  of  natural  timber.  In  connection  with  his 
farming  interests  Mr.  Yunker  is  largely  engaged 
in  raising  cattle,  and  handles  all  kinds  of  stock. 
He  has  since  first  becoming  identified  with  the 
county  taken  an  active  interest  in  its  affairs.  He 
was  the  first  justice  of  the  peace  of  Nuckolls  County, 
which  county  he  helped  to  organize  in  May,  1871, 
and  has  served  several  times  on  the  school  board  of 
his  township.  He  was  born  in  Bavaria,  Germany, 
in  1842,  being  the  seventh  of  ten  children  born  to 
Frank  William  and  Anna  M.  (Burger)  Yunker, 
the  former  a  native  of  France  and  the  latter  of 
Bavaria,  Germany.  His  father  was  a  sailor  and 
ship-carpenter,  and  followed  the  sea  for  fifty  years. 
He  was  married  in  Germany,  and  there  reared  a 
family  of  nine  children,  viz. :  Joseph,  Valentine, 
Frank,  Anna,  Maggie,  Lorenzo,  Peter  (our  sub- 
ject), Clara  and  Valentine.  The  mother  died  in  the 
old  country,  but  the  father  passed  from  life  in 
America.  The  life  of  our  subject  up  to  the  age  of 
twenty-three  years  was  spent  in  the  old  country. 
When  he  was  twenty-three  years  of  age  he  emi- 
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grated  to  America  and  located  in  Iowa  City,  Iowa, 
where  he  worked  at  his  trade — that  of  a  mason 
and  plasterer — which  he  had  learned  in  the  old 
country.  He  was  married  in  Johnson  County, 
Iowa,  in  1867,  to  Miss  Mary  Schumtu,  daughter 
of  Louis  and  Apalona  (Derdinger)  Schumm,  both 
of  whom   were    born  in   Bavaria,  Germany,    and 


came  to  this  country,  settling  in  Ohio,  where  our 
subject's  wife  was  born  in  1855.  This  union  has 
been  blessed  in  the  birth  of  ten  children,  viz. : 
Louis,  Anna,  Rose,  Lucy,  Frank,  Peter,  Clara, 
Mary,  Celia  and  Grace.  Both  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Yun- 
ker  are  devout  members  of  the  Catholic  Chiirch, 
and  in  politics  Mr.  Yunker  is  a  Democrat. 
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Correction  of   sketches    received   too  late    for 
proper  insertion: 
Page  595.     Sketch  of  E.  K.  Conrad: 

First  line.  Blue  Hill  should  be  Oowles. 

Third  line,  Date  of  birth  May  11, 1843. 

Third  line,  nine  should  be  ekvin. 

Fourlh  lino,  six  should  be  seven. 

Fifth  line,  SAW  should  be  Eatha. 

Seventh  line   after  Slate  add:  and  Pennsylvania. 

Seventh  line,  ISoO  should  be  185^. 

Ninth  line,  1863  should  be  1864. 

Seventeenth  line,  after  111.  add:  The  other  surviv- 
ing member  of  the  family  lives  in  Iowa. 

Twenty  second  line,  after  Cumberland  add:  and 
participated  "in  all  the  battles  of  his  division 
from  Nashville  to  Chattanooga,  and  at  the  fear- 
ful slaughter  of  Peach  Tree  Creek  and  Kene- 
saw.  At  Perryville  a  rebel  bullet  whistled 
through  his  hair  and  tore  the  letter  from  his  cap, 
following  which  he  lay  sick  in  camp,  of  fever, 
for  five  weeks  until  carried  to  the  hospital.  He 
fought  his  last  battle  at  Bentonville,  proceed- 
ing thence  to  Washington,  but  was  too  weak 
from  nervous  prostration  to  take  part  in  the 
"grand  review." 

Thirtieth  line.  Last  named  counti/  should  be  city  of 
Peoria. 


Thirty-flrst  line,  date  of  marriage  October  j'. 
Thirty-third  line,   Wedman  should  be  Weidmaii. 
Thirty-fiftli  line,  after  111.  add:     from  Ohio  in  1835. 
Thirty-seventh  line,  date  of  death  October  12,  1862. 

Page  596.     Same  sketch : 

Fourth  line,  1876  should  be  December  25,  1875. 

Ninth  line,  after  politics  add:  is  working  for  the 
Prohibition  amendment. 

Thirteenth  line,  after  children  substitute:  Miua  (the 
eldest,  after  teaching  a  number  of  terms  of 
school,  became  the  wife  of  J.  P.  Beale,  a  resi- 
dent and  farmer  of  Webster  County),  Wilbert 
(studied  telegraphy,  was  agent  at  Cowles  two 
years,  and  is  now  day  operator  at  Akron,  Col.), 
Nancy  L.,  Sarah  E.,  William,  Frank,  Ruby, 
Lewis  and  Guy,  all  with  their  parents. 

Page  610.     Sketch  of  D.  G.  Grice: 

Twenty-sixth  line,  Thomas  J.  should  be  rhmnns  T. 

Twelfth  line,  second  column,  Darid's  hland  instead 
of  Orand  Island. 
Page  fill.     Same  sketch : 

Eighth  line,  Mary  L. 


instead  of  Mary  and  f.o 


The  Publishers  will  cheerfully  correct,  by  spe- 
cial errata  sheet  to  be  sent  to  every  stibscriber,  any 
error  in  the  book,  upon  notification  of  the  same. 
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